Fifth Session — Forty-Second Legislature

of the

Legislative Assembly of Manitoba

Standing Committee
on
Legislative Affairs

Chairperson
Mr. Andrew Micklefield
Constituency of Rossmere

Vol. LXXVII No. 3 - 12 p.m., Monday, April 24, 2023

ISSN 1708-668X



MANITOBA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Forty-Second Legislature

Member Constituency Political Affiliation
ALTOMARE, Nello Transcona NDP
ASAGWARA, Uzoma Union Station NDP
BRAR, Diljeet Burrows NDP
BUSHIE, Ian Keewatinook NDP
CLARKE, Eileen, Hon. Agassiz PC
COX, Cathy Kildonan-River East PC
CULLEN, Cliff, Hon. Spruce Woods PC
DRIEDGER, Myrna, Hon. Roblin PC
EICHLER, Ralph Lakeside PC
EWASKO, Wayne, Hon. Lac du Bonnet PC
FONTAINE, Nahanni St. Johns NDP
GERRARD, Jon, Hon. River Heights Lib.
GOERTZEN, Kelvin, Hon. Steinbach PC
GORDON, Audrey, Hon. Southdale PC
GUENTER, Josh Borderland PC
GUILLEMARD, Sarah, Hon. Fort Richmond PC
HELWER, Reg Brandon West PC
ISLEIFSON, Len Brandon East PC
JOHNSON, Derek, Hon. Interlake-Gimli PC
JOHNSTON, Scott, Hon. Assiniboia PC
KHAN, Obby, Hon. Fort Whyte PC
KINEW, Wab Fort Rouge NDP
KLEIN, Kevin E., Hon. Kirkfield Park PC
LAGASSE, Bob Dawson Trail PC
LAGIMODIERE, Alan Selkirk PC
LAMONT, Dougald St. Boniface Lib.
LAMOUREUX, Cindy Tyndall Park Lib.
LATHLIN, Amanda The Pas-Kameesak NDP
LINDSEY, Tom Flin Flon NDP
MALOWAY, Jim Elmwood NDP
MARCELINO, Malaya Notre Dame NDP
MARTIN, Shannon McPhillips PC
MICHALESKI, Brad Dauphin PC
MICKLEFIELD, Andrew Rossmere PC
MORLEY-LECOMTE, Janice, Hon. Seine River PC
MOSES, Jamie St. Vital NDP
NAYLOR, Lisa Wolseley NDP
NESBITT, Greg, Hon. Riding Mountain PC
PEDERSEN, Blaine Midland PC
PIWNIUK, Doyle, Hon. Turtle Mountain PC
REDHEAD, Eric Thompson NDP
REYES, Jon, Hon. Waverley PC
SALA, Adrien St. James NDP
SANDHU, Mintu The Maples NDP
SCHULER, Ron Springfield-Ritchot PC
SMITH, Andrew, Hon. Lagimodiére PC
SMITH, Bernadette Point Douglas NDP
SMOOK, Dennis La Vérendrye PC
SQUIRES, Rochelle, Hon. Riel PC
STEFANSON, Heather, Hon. Tuxedo PC
TEITSMA, James, Hon. Radisson PC
WASYLIW, Mark Fort Garry NDP
WHARTON, Jeff, Hon. Red River North PC
WIEBE, Matt Concordia NDP
WISHART, Ian Portage la Prairie PC
WOWCHUK, Rick Swan River PC

Vacant

Morden-Winkler



35

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
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TIME — 12 p.m.
LOCATION - Winnipeg, Manitoba

CHAIRPERSON — Mr. Andrew Micklefield
(Rossmere)

VICE-CHAIRPERSON — Mr. Shannon Martin
(McPhillips)

ATTENDANCE -6 QUORUM -4
Members of the committee present:
Hon. Mr. Goertzen, Hon. Mrs. Guillemard

MLAs Fontaine, Marcelino, Messrs. Martin,
Micklefield

MATTERS UNDER CONSIDERATION:
The Advocate for Children and Youth Act

% %%

Clerk Assistant (Ms. Katerina Tefft): Good
afternoon. Will the Standing Committee on Legis-
lative Affairs please come to order.

Before the committee can proceed with the busi-
ness before it, it must elect a Chairperson.

Are there any nominations?

Mr. Shannon Martin (McPhillips): I'd like to
nominate Mr. Micklefield.

Clerk Assistant: Mr. Micklefield has been nomin-
ated. Are there any other nominations?

Seeing no other nominations, Mr. Micklefield,
will you please take the Chair.

Mr. Chairperson: Our next item of business is the
election of a Vice-Chairperson.

Are there any nominations?

Hon. Kelvin Goertzen (Minister of Justice and
Attorney General): I nominate Mr. Martin.

Mr. Chairperson: Mr. Martin has been nominated.
Are there any other nominations?

Hearing no other nominations, Mr. Martin is
elected Vice-Chairperson.

This meeting has been called to consider the com-
prehensive review of The Advocate for Children and
Youth Act, as required by section 40 of that act.

Are there any suggestions from the committee as
to how long we should sit this afternoon?

Mr. Goertzen: 'Til work of the committee is com-
plete.

Mr. Chairperson: 'Til the work of the committee is
complete.

Is that agreed? [Agreed]

The floor is now open for questions and
comments.

Mr. Goertzen: I have a motion for the committee,
after which I'll give the rationale for the motion. But
if I can move it first.

Mr. Chairperson: Please go ahead.

Mr. Goertzen: I move that the Standing Committee
on Legislative Affairs defer the comprehensive
review of The Advocate for Children and Youth Act,
as required by section 40 of that act, until the prov-
incial general election scheduled for October 3rd,
2023—until after the provincial general election
scheduled for October 3rd, 2023.

Mr. Chairperson: It has been moved by
Mr. Goertzen that the Standing Committee on Legis-
lative Affairs defer comprehensive review of The
Advocate for Children and Youth Act, as required by
section 40 of that act, until after the provincial general
election scheduled for October 3rd, 2023.

The motion is in order.
Are there any questions?
Mr. Goertzen: More a comment, Mr. Chairperson.

So, we all know the importance of The Advocate
for Children and Youth Act. That is why a review
clause, I'm sure, was put into the act, because of its
importance.

But, in our discussions with the opposition House
leaders, I think there's a general understanding that the
importance also requires attention and time. The
reality is that this summer, many people's attention
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and time will be diverted because of an upcoming
general election, and we don't want to do this in a rush
or an improper way.

We want to give full consideration to the act, and
that's the reason for the motion, by deferring it to after
the general election.

Mr. Chairperson: Are there any other questions?

MLA Nahanni Fontaine (St. Johns): Just a
comment, as well. And, as my colleague has said,
I think that we are all on the same page as the—in
respect of this motion.

And also, we have had those conversations with
the office, as well-with the child and youth advocate.
And she supports this, as well.

Mr. Chairperson: Are there any other questions?

Seeing no further questions, shall the motion
pass?

Some Honourable Members: Pass.
Mr. Chairperson: The motion is accordingly passed.

This concludes the business before the com-
mittee.

Are there any further comments?

The hour being 12:06, what is the will of the com-
mittee?

An Honourable Member: Committee rise.
Mr. Chairperson: Committee rise.
COMMITTEE ROSE AT: 12:06 p.m.

CORRIGENDUM

On January 26, 2023, page 25, second column,
the eighth paragraph should have read:

Ms. Karlee Sapoznik Evans (Deputy Manitoba
Advocate for Children and Youth): To answer
the member's question, as the advocate has shared,
we continue to see mental health and addictions-
related gaps to be one of the key areas. And, as
noted in the compliance report that she released
on the 17th of January, we have issued—out
of the 67 recommendations that we've issued,
20-30 per cent have been related to that specific area.
And so, in particular, in terms of the gaps, we've
also highlighted this morning the issue of AYAs
and homelessness. And so those are two areas in
particular that we're seeing as youth are transitioning
out of care, massive areas of concern for our office.
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