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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Madam Speaker: O Eternal and Almighty God,
from Whom all power and wisdom come, we are
assembled here before Thee to frame such laws as
may tend to the welfare and prosperity of our
province. Grant, O merciful God, we pray Thee, that
we may desire only that which is in accordance with
Thy will, that we may seek it with wisdom and know
it with certainty and accomplish it perfectly for the
glory and honour of Thy name and for the welfare of
all our people. Amen.

Please be seated.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
Madam Speaker: Introduction of bills?
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs
First Report

Mr. Dennis Smook (Chairperson): Madam
Speaker, | wish to present the First Report of the
Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs.

Clerk (Ms. Patricia Chaychuk): Your Standing
Committee on Legislative Affairs presents the—

Some Honourable Members: Dispense.
Madam Speaker: Dispense.

Your Standing Committee on LEGISLATIVE
AFFAIRS presents the following as its First Report.

Meetings

Your Committee met on June 28, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.
in Room 255 of the Legislative Building.

Matters under Consideration

e Bill (No. 3) — The Mental Health Amendment
Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la santé mentale

e Bill (No. 5) — The Francophone Community
Enhancement and Support Act/Loi sur I'appui
a I'épanouissement de la  francophonie
manitobaine

Committee Membership

e Hon. Mr. GOERTZEN
e Ms. KLASSEN

Mr. LAGASSE

Mr. LINDSEY

Mr. MICKLEFIELD

Ms. MORLEY-LECOMTE
Mr. REYES

Mr. SELINGER

Mr. SMOOK

Hon. Ms. SQUIRES

Mr. WIEBE

Your Committee elected Mr.
Chairperson

SMOOK as the

Your Committee elected Mr. LAGASSE as the

Vice-Chairperson
Public Presentations

Your Committee heard the following three
presentations on Bill (No. 3) — The Mental Health
Amendment Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la santé
mentale:

Chris  Goertzen,
Municipalities

Association of Manitoba

Michelle Gawronsky, MGEU-Manitoba Government
and General Employees Union

Sandi Mowat, Manitoba Nurses Union

Your Committee heard the following fourteen
presentations on Bill (No. 5) — The Francophone
Community Enhancement and Support Act/Loi sur
I'appui a I'épanouissement de la francophonie
manitobaine:

Edmond Labossiére, Conseil de développement
économique des municipalités bilingues du Manitoba
(CDEM)

Justin Johnson, Conseil jeunesse provincial (CJP)

Paulette Carriére-Dupont, Union nationale métisse
Saint-Joseph du Manitoba

Jacqueline Blay, Société franco-manitobaine (SFM)
Annie Bédard, Santé en francais
Michéle Lécuyer-Hutton, Pluri-elles

Mathieu Allard, Association des
bilingues du Manitoba (AMBM)

Ibrahima Diallo, Private Citizen

municipalités
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Madeleine Arbez, Francofonds Inc.
Rénald Rémillard, Private Citizen
Alphonse Lawson, Private Citizen

Bernard Lesage, Division scolaire franco-

manitobaine

Giséle Saurette-Roch, Réseau action femmes (MB)
Inc.

André Doumbgé, African Communities of Manitoba
Inc. (ACOMI)

Written Submissions

Your Committee received the following written
submission on Bill (No. 3) — The Mental Health
Amendment Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la santé
mentale:

Kevin Rebeck, Manitoba Federation of Labour
Bills Considered and Reported

e Bill (No. 3) — The Mental Health Amendment
Act/Loi modifiant la Loi sur la santé mentale

Your Committee agreed to report this Bill without
amendment.

e Bill (No. 5) — The Francophone Community
Enhancement and Support Act/Loi sur I'appui
a I'épanouissement de la  francophonie
manitobaine

Your Committee agreed to report this Bill without
amendment.

Mr. Smook: Madam Speaker, | move, seconded by
the honourable member for Dawson Trail
(Mr. Lagassé), that the report of the committee be
received.

Motion agreed to.
TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Eileen Clarke (Minister of Indigenous and
Municipal Relations): Madam Speaker, I'm pleased
to table the Annual Progress Report of The Path to
Reconciliation Act, dated June 2016.

Hon. Cameron Friesen (Minister of Finance):
Madam Speaker, | am pleased to table the actuarial
report on the Civil Service Superannuation Fund as
of December 31st, 2015.

Madam Speaker: Ministerial statements?

MEMBERS' STATEMENTS
Volunteerism in Manitoba

Mr. Jon Reyes (St. Norbert): Madam Speaker, |
want to take this opportunity to speak about the
importance of volunteerism in both our great
province of Manitoba and in my constituency of
St. Norbert.

It is no secret that our province's volunteers
are valuable, valuable in the sense that the effort of
volunteerism brings multiple benefits to organi-
zations, communities and people. Organizations,
associations, groups and boards receive enormous
contributions of time, talent and skill. Communities
become more vibrant and cohesive through active
citizen engagement. Communities receive important
services from individuals who bring to the table a
vast wealth of knowledge, whether it be from their
employment or educational background, to history of
volunteering in the past.

I want to recognize and appreciate the voluntary
contribution of one such individual from my
constituency of St. Norbert, Madam Speaker. | first
met this individual in my past as a business owner
and as president of the Manitoba Filipino Business
Council. He himself was part of the Winnipeg
Chamber of Commerce as vice-president policy of
communication. He is currently the president and
CEO of the Manitoba Chambers of Commerce.

Aside from his excellent contribution to the
wider business community within the city of
Winnipeg and the province of Manitoba,
St. Norbert's own Chuck Davidson has recently
retired from a long-serving executive role as
president of the South Winnipeg Community Centre
in Waverley Heights.

In his role as the president and as a volunteer,
Chuck held volunteer roles such as being the chief
pancake flipper at Breakfast with Santa and barbecue
chef at the summer carnival. He was also involved
in the South Winnipeg Winter Classic Hockey
Tournament, the biggest outdoor tournament in
Winnipeg, which Chuck organized for a number of
years, and has grown since the development of the
only outdoor girls tournament in the city of
Winnipeg.

Second, Chuck was also involved in the
planning and the amalgamation of South Winnipeg
Community Centre, which now proudly serves both
Waverley Heights and Fort Richmond, known as the
Richmond Kings Community Centre.
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I want to recognize and appreciate the
volunteerism exemplified by Chuck Davidson and
what he has done for the constituency of St. Norbert,
specifically in Waverley Heights.

Madam Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Chuck Davidson on his recent retirement
as the long-time president of the South Winnipeg
Community Centre in Waverley Heights.

Merci beaucoup. Thank you.
Teacher Appreciation

Mr. Andrew Swan (Minto): Few people have as
much impact on a child's life as their teachers. As the
school year draws to a close, | want to recognize
Manitoba's teachers and thank them for their work.

Teaching is not for the faint of heart. These
dedicated professionals encourage their students'
curiosity, help them overcome challenges and are
there for them for everything from Homework Club,
to coaching sports, to directing the school play, to
making sure every child is engaged, can feel safe and
can excel at school.

I am lucky to know many incredible teachers in
the West End and beyond. There are nine schools in
Minto, and every single one has teachers who go the
extra mile every day to help their kids be the best
people they can be.

This June's been very special for my family.
Yesterday my oldest daughter graduated with her full
International Baccalaureate diploma with classmates
from all over the Winnipeg School Division. She
looks forward to moving on to post-secondary
education in Manitoba. My children received every
opportunity to learn, excel and even have fun in
public school.

I want all parents to know that their children's
school has enthusiastic, creative and compassionate
teachers who will make a difference in their
children's lives long after they graduate. That's why
it's so important to keep providing school divisions
with the resources they need to hire teachers, keep
class sizes small and enhance learning.

Every child has the right to an excellent
education. My colleagues and | truly appreciate the
efforts Manitoba teachers make to support our
students and prepare them for the brightest future
possible.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

William Kurelek Dedication

Hon. Ralph Eichler (Minister of Agriculture): It
gives me great pride to stand and recognize an
internationally known and admired Canadian artist
who grew up on a farm in the RM of Rockwood.

On August 23rd, 2015, a dedication ceremony
for the unveiling of the William Kurelek monument
took place at the junction of 67 and Highway 7. Two
Tyndall stone slabs portray a reproduction of
Kurelek's Manitoba Party painting and biographical
plaque, and another plaque that features a collage of
William's prairie-themed paintings.

The monument, four years in the making, was a
vision of the Rockwood Citizens Kurelek Tribute
Committee, made up of Doug Pickell, Merle and
Barry Tomyk, Jean Burchuk, Cathy and Steve
Kurelek, Margaret-Brenda Margetts, Michelle
Schewe, Janet Meads, Marie Cosens and Roman
Yereniuk.

Kurelek's eldest daughter Cathy and younger
sister Nancy spoke on how the farm was hard for
their father and how much this dedication would
have meant to him.

During the last years of his life, his art began to
reap rewards and thereafter. William Kurelek passed
away on November 3rd, 1977 at the age of 50.

Sitting among more than 200 guests, the person
who gave Kurelek his first break in the early 1960s,
Avrom Isaacs and admirer Alfred Barr.

Following the formal afternoon speeches, a
dinner was held in honour of this momentous
occasion. After dinner, two documentaries about
Kurelek were played.

* (13:40)

Madam Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to
pay tribute to the artist who grew up near Stonewall.
This hometown artist's moment—monument will
mark a new era for the property with this location.

We have with us today Chairman Doug Pickell,
Merle and Barry Tomyk, Dr. Roman Yereniuk of the
Centre of Ukrainian Canadian Studies, Nadia Fisher
and Autumn Good. Please join me in welcoming
them to the Chamber here today.

Mikayla Grabowski

Mr. Greg Nesbitt (Riding Mountain): Madam
Speaker, we've all seen videos online or the
occasional television newscast where a sports team
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has gone out of its way to allow a disadvantaged
athlete an opportunity to shine. For the last four
years, this has occurred regularly in the Park West
School Division. Mikayla Grabowski is a proud
athlete with Down syndrome, but if you watch her
participate in a sporting event, you can plainly see
that it has not slowed her down one step.

Middle-years sports can be competitive. As
students learn the sport and perfect their skills,
parents boast of their child's accomplishments and
there's pride everywhere. Well, the parents of
Mikayla—Adam and Marina—have been fortunate to
see all of this set aside for one little girl's shot at
glory. Whether it was basketball, volleyball, soccer
or track and field, the coaches and athletes in Park
West have consistently let the rules slide to give this
grade 8 student from Hamiota her chance to shine.
Whether it was allowing her to serve from the attack
line in volleyball or to maybe travel a little in
basketball, no parent, coach or player shouted in
anger or questioned the fairness of this. In fact,
Madam Speaker, fellow students would share in her
success by cheering her on and giving her the thumbs
up. Even when the games were close and the
outcome was not guaranteed, Mikayla still had her
chance to compete thanks to the sportsmanship
shown by parents, coaches, officials and players.

In the words of her father, Adam: You all have
built up a confidence in this girl that is going to help
as she continues through school and life. As a very
proud father, I wanted to make sure that while no
YouTube video was ever downloaded or no newscast
story was ever shown, | am very thankful to all of
Mikayla's teammates, coaches and to the other teams
who, for a brief moment in time, played the game
like the results didn't matter.

Madam Speaker, | ask all honourable members
of the House to join me in paying tribute to all the
good sports in the Park West School Division, as
well as saluting an exceptional athlete, Mikayla, who
is joined in the gallery today by her father Adam and
her brother Vincent.

OCN Growing their Economy

Ms. Amanda Lathlin (The Pas): Madam Speaker,
all Manitobans, no matter where they live, should be
able to provide their families with healthy, nutritious
meals.

One of the biggest challenges facing remote First
Nations is to access affordable, nutritious foods.
Fresh foods like vegetables, fruits, meat and eggs are

often very expensive in northern communities due to
factors such as a lack of road access, transportation
costs and the perishability of fresh foods. Tackling
these challenges requires fresh new approaches to
food production and supply management. Often-
times, the best solutions are creative and community
led and, sometimes, the ideas come from somewhere
you would never expect.

A few months ago, a group of South Korean
businessmen visiting The Pas to bid on hydro
projects got their vehicle stuck in the mud and were
pulled out by some local community members. The
episode sparked a partnership to help increase access
to fresh produce.

Opaskwayak Cree Nation started a pilot project
called the LED Plant Factory, a modern-day green-
house that uses computer-monitored LED lights to
create a moisture- and carbon-dioxide-controlled
space to grow different plants all year round.
These costs—this closed growing system costs a
fraction of the price of a greenhouse and has
already demonstrated its worth to the community.
Opaskwayak Cree Nation started growing vegetables
at the end of last year and have already harvested
some young lettuce, kale and broccoli. The project
has been so successful so far, the community is
hoping to turn it into a commercial venture. With
food prices set to rise another 20 per cent this year—
next year, isolated communities need creative ways
to access good vegetables and fruits while generating
their economy.

The project has incorporated students from the
Oscar Lathlin Collegiate to help plant seeds, build a
display for an upcoming international business
conference and participate in workshops to learn how
to harvest and store vegetables. The vegetables are
distributed to care homes, high schools and low-
income residents. Alongside community gardening
initiatives like Meechim Farm in Garden Hill First
Nation, which brings together traditional food
harvesting and small-scale agriculture to offer
healthy—

Madam Speaker: Member's time has expired.

* % *

Madam Speaker: Prior to oral questions, | would
just like to indicate that we have another page that
will be leaving us, and that is Sarah Cormier.
Sarah recently graduated from Collége Régional
Gabrielle-Roy with an average of 90. She's fluent in
English, French and intermediate Spanish. She has
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participated in volleyball for the past year and has
coached grade 7 and 8 students in volleyball. Sarah
has been active in many volunteer projects in her
hometown of Ste. Agathe, and Sarah's taking a year
break from school to help her pay for her tuition. She
has displayed outstanding skills as one of our pages.
Sarah wishes to enter law and, possibly, the political
field.

So on behalf of all MLAs in the House, we
would just like to wish her well and all the best with
her future endeavours.

ORAL QUESTIONS

Investment in Manitoba
Government Approach

Ms. Flor Marcelino (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Madam Speaker, in these last few
weeks, we are learning that this government is not
presenting the kind of change Manitobans expected.
Instead, it is a hidden agenda where no one can get
straight answers.

For the Conservative Cabinet, it's Christmas Eve
with nearly 40 per cent increase in their salaries
while so many are left out by their plans, including
women, LGBTTQ¥*, newcomers, seniors and
working Manitobans. And we're learning every day
that their cuts to infrastructure are having dire con-
sequences for all Manitobans. Yet, to them, anyone
who dares out the obvious to this government, like
the NDP, the Winnipeg Sun or the heavy
construction industry, are just fear mongering.

Will this government reverse course and invest
for the future of all Manitobans?

Hon. Blaine Pedersen (Minister of
Infrastructure): | am very pleased to report to the
House that | just got back in the building from a
meeting with the Heavy Construction Association,
board of directors meeting.

We had a very positive meeting and a lot of
information sharing back and forth, and we will
continue to build on this relationship as we move
forward. And we'll continue that good working
relationship, unlike the previous government who
didn't know how to build any kind of relationships
with the industry.

Madam Speaker: The honourable interim Official
Opposition Leader, on a supplementary question.

Ms. Marcelino: Madam Speaker, Manitobans have
told us they are concerned about a hidden agenda

from this government, and we're just starting to get a
peek.

Their plan for the North: slow down invest-
ments. Plans for the environment: open the door to
more pollution. Plans for minimum wage earners:
freeze the earnings of those who make the least while
giving themselves a fat raise. Plans for seniors:
promise them they won't raise taxes, then
immediately claw back the benefits in their first
budget.

Madam Speaker, this is not the kind of change
Manitobans expected.

Will the Premier (Mr. Pallister) change course
for all Manitobans?

Mr. Pedersen: The only course that's changing is to
open up and talk with Manitobans, unlike the
previous government, who went around and-
demanding things from industry that they had no
business doing.

We're building relationships with all industries,
with all Manitobans. We continue to listen to
Manitobans and their concerns, and we will build
Manitoba towards the most improved province in the
years to come.

Madam Speaker: The honourable interim Official
Opposition Leader, on a final supplementary.

Child-Care Spaces
Funding Plan

Ms. Flor Marcelino (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Manitobans are rightly concerned
about the hidden approach of this government. Just
days before the election, the minister promised a plan
that would meet the rising demands of our growing
province for child care.

* (13:50)

For over a decade, our NDP government
increased licensed daycare spots by nearly
1,000 spaces each and every year. Yet their budget
includes no increase in funding to meet the
challenge. In Estimates, the Families Minister refers
to their plan, which, as far as most observers can tell,
is to make no new investments.

Will the Premier finally come clean and explain
how their plan is really no plan at all?

Hon. Heather Stefanson (Deputy Premier): | want
to thank the member for the question. It's an
important one.
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We are, of course-we campaigned on open
government. We have an open government initiative;
it's part of our mandate letters, mandate letters that |
will remind members opposite, they never had
mandate letters that they released to the public
before. They were the most-they—talk about—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Madam Speaker: Order.

Mrs. Stefanson: —a hidden agenda for 17 years,
Madam Speaker. It's unfortunate, and our govern-
ment, where they didn't get it right, we will.

Child-Care Spaces
Access Targets

Ms. Nahanni Fontaine (St. Johns): The Winnipeg
Free Press is reporting the Manitoba population
growth is hitting modern-day records. This govern-
ment needs to make substantial investments in child
care, like our NDP government did, just to keep up
with the growing demand.

So far, the only solution the Minister of Families
has offered up is to fund home-based child care,
which would chip away at the wait-lists at four
to six children per home. This ignores the
recommendations of the Manitoba Early Learning
and Child Care Commission.

With no clear access target, will the minister
concede that his plan will not keep up with
population growth, will not 'adewiquely' eliminate
the wait-lists and it actually goes against the
recommendations of the commission?

Hon. Scott Fielding (Minister of Families): | do
appreciate the question from the member opposite. It
has been a question I've heard before, and I've given
the answer.

We've got a fantastic plan for child care here in
the province of Manitoba. What we want to focus in
on—[interjection] Madam Speaker, we want to focus
in on having more home-based child care. We think
that there's too much NDP red tape when
establishing child care, which we—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Fielding: —need to improve upon. We think
there's too much NDP red tape when establishing
child-care facilities. We need to work on a whole
bunch of things, including ECEs. We've talked about
the importance of working with—having bursaries

and everything else to associate things with early
learning and child care. And that's why we're excited
about our plan for child care.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
St. Johns, on a supplementary question.

Ms. Fontaine: The Minister of Families has refused
to provide any comprehensive detail on their
child-care strategy or their plan, leaving this House—
this side of the House to wonder if there really is a
plan at all.

Our commitment to creating 12,000 more spaces
would've allowed for 25 per cent of Manitoba
families to access child-care space. When | asked the
minister what his target's at, he had no answer.

How many spaces does this Conservative
government believe Manitobans need, and what is
their access target?

Mr. Fielding: | had a bit of time-I was out of town
at some federal minister meetings over the last few
days—but | had some time to do some research, and
the research that | found, Madam Speaker, is the fact
that we're increasing child care by 6.1 per-
$6.4 million or a 4.1 per cent increase.

Some other research that | found out is in three
of the last four years, in terms of operating grants,
that money, that increase in child care, was higher
than the NDP.

Thank you very much.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
St. Johns, on a final supplementary.

Ms. Fontaine: Last year, the NDP government
increased capital funding support to 40 per cent of
capital costs for non-profit, community-based
child-care centres, as recommended by the com-
mission. This capital funding would build on our
record of creating 14,000 licensed spaces, building
100 new facilities and creating 70 training spaces for
ECEs.

In Estimates, the minister told me that he's a
numbers guy. But child care is more than just
numbers. This is about real families who depend on
this government to have real child-care strategy.

Can the minister share with Manitobans his plan
or strategy on child care, and, again, what is his
access target?

Mr. Fielding: | very much appreciate the question.
You know, it's interesting, and if you look at the
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NDP record we know that, if their plan was so good,
why did you leave over 12,000 kids in terms of a
waiting list that's there?

Another issue is in terms of the money that was
provided. Obviously it wasn't budgeted for; it was
announced in January but wasn't budgeted for in the
2016 budget, and I'll say a number of other things in
terms of what the NDP can do and should do. We are
absolutely committed to enhancing the child-care
spaces that are there.

And I'll tell you one thing that's important for us
as government, not just in child care but as is: The
NDP likes to make these huge announcements, great
announcements prior to elections, and, as mentioned,
your operating budget increased only higher than
ours in election years—

Madam Speaker: The member's time has expired.
The member's time has expired.

Highway and Road Spending
Provincial Sales Tax Increase

Ms. Flor Marcelino (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Three questions, and not one question
answered.

Madam Speaker, the Premier (Mr. Pallister)
continues to try and deflect attention from the fact
that one of his first acts of his government was to cut
the highway capital budget by $48 million and freeze
further tendering while he reviews the capital
program.

When the construction industry pleaded with this
Premier to move ahead on tendering the bizarrely—
he bizarrely dismissed them with the comment
bah, humbug, arrogantly accusing them of fear
mongering.

Will he now reverse course and apologize for
this insulting comment towards the people who build
our infrastructure and economy here in Manitoba?

Hon. Blaine Pedersen (Minister of
Infrastructure): | thank the member for that
question because, again, I'll raise the meeting that we
just—l just came from with the Manitoba heavy
construction industry.

And the one thing that the—of many things that
the heavy construction industry was suggesting is not
to have this deficit in infrastructure spending
between elections only to ramp it up on the year of
the election because that does not allow them to have
steady growth within their business.

And now that they're—you come through a year
like last year—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Pedersen: -—it affects their capital, their
industry, their equipment and manpower that is now
unable to handle that from last year.

Madam Speaker: The honourable interim Official
Opposition Leader, on a supplementary question.

Ms. Marcelino: Nothing substantial whatsoever
from that answer.

The numbers speak for themselves. The
Conservatives spent only $174 million on highways
in 1999. We quadrupled that to more than
$750 million in our last year. When we raised
1 per cent—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Madam Speaker: Order.

Ms. Marcelino: —PST we committed to a matching
increase in the investments in core infrastructure,
including a historic increase of $240 million on
highways alone.

Given all of the Premier's rhetoric and the
minister's rhetoric, how can he justify continuing to
collect 1 per cent PST while he cuts the funding for
highways it was intended for?

* (14:00)

Mr. Pedersen: What the interim Leader of the
Official Opposition conveniently forgot to tell us,
this House, was about the 27 per cent average
funding shortfall that they did not spend year over
year within the Infrastructure, but every other
department went over budget.

The Infrastructure budget was underspent by an
average of 27 per cent, except for in the years of an
election. And the heavy construction is asking to
level that out, be constant every year, and we have
promised to give them $1-billion Infrastructure
spending each and every year.

Madam Speaker: The honourable interim Official
Opposition Leader, on a final supplementary.

Ms. Marcelino: This minister is clueless on

infrastructure.
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Madam Speaker: | would just encourage members
to reflect on each other as honourable members in
this House.

I don't think it serves any purpose to be
disrespectful by making comments as the member
just did. And | would just urge caution on all sides
that this Chamber should be more respectful of each
other, that the decorum level needs to be improved
and that we had all made that commitment, | think,
on day one. And I think we all need to work a little
bit harder as we're getting towards the end of a
session, that we can carry that through. And | would
urge caution with language and remember that all
honourable members in this House are to be
considered honourable members.

So the honourable interim Official Opposition
Leader, to.

Ms. Marcelino: | apologize, but I'll amend the word.
This minister knows very little about infrastructure.

He talks about underspending on infrastructure
in years in which we had major floods which
required a focus on flood mitigation. The fact is, the
NDP invested more on highways every year we were
in office than the PCs, and we exceeded our
commitment to invest the additional 1 per cent on
the dollar on core infrastructure by more than
$80 million.

Why didn't this minister admit to Manitobans his
hidden agenda was to continue to pocket the
1 per cent PST while cutting the core highway
infrastructure it was intended for?

Mr. Pedersen: Madam Speaker, | want to just
reflect back to the meeting I just had with the heavy
construction. That was based on respect. That
meeting was based on respect. It was about me going
to the heavy construction board of directors, sitting
down with them, having a dialogue with them. It
wasn't about hurling abuse back and forth.

That's how this government will operate. We
will treat all Manitobans with respect. We will have
a dialogue with all Manitobans and we will not go
down in the ditch as members opposite have.

Northern Manitoba Communities
Investment in Infrastructure Projects

Ms. Amanda Lathlin (The Pas): Madam Speaker,
with the Health Minister arguing that the North lacks
economies of scale needed for funding and the
Infrastructure Minister cutting the northern highway

budget by 60 per cent, northern and indigenous
families are worried.

During the election, the Premier (Mr. Pallister)
said he would complete the Lake St. Martin and
Lake Manitoba outlets in this term. Yet, in Estimates,
the Infrastructure Minister wouldn't provide details
about when construction will begin and be
completed.

Why have this Premier and this minister
backtracked on this very important project?

Hon. Blaine Pedersen (Minister of
Infrastructure): Again, comes to the point of
respect. We're done having coffee parties, as the
previous government did, and not doing anything on
this.

But before you can start building a ditch, you
have to talk to the local people. You have to get
engineering done. And until that happens, there is—
it's difficult to put a start date on it because, unlike
the previous government, we believe in having
everything in place first, not doing a half job like the
previous government did.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for The
Pas, on a supplementary question.

Ms. Lathlin: Madam Speaker, we invested
$1 billion in flood mitigation and built the Lake
St. Martin  emergency outlet. This Premier and
minister made promises on the outlets they had no
intention of delivering on. Despite having two
contracts tendered for construction, the minister said
he couldn't give a specific date. This minister refuses
to answer questions.

Why are they continuing to pocket the 1 per cent
on the dollar from the PST but stalling on flood
mitigation?

Mr. Pedersen: Madam Speaker, I-it's difficult to
understand the rationale of the previous government,
so I-we won't bother doing that today. But | can just
tell the House that plans are continuing on this;
engineering is continuing on the flood outlets.

And this is a large project that requires both
input from the heavy construction industry, who are
very happy to see me there for a change from the
previous government, and we will continue to work
with all parties involved, including the local First
Nations who have a very integral part in this.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
The Pas, on a final supplementary.
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Ms. Lathlin: Manitobans want answers and action
on the promises that this government made.

With the clawing back of northern infrastructure
dollars, a Health Minister who dismisses the northern
economy and an Education Minister who cuts
funding for northern midwifery students, northern
and indigenous families are seeing they are just not a
priority for this government.

Why won't this minister admit that this govern-
ment's hidden agenda was to, again, cut funding on
programs and stalling needed infrastructure projects
for the North?

Mr. Pedersen: | would remind the member that that
was—when she talked about promises—that would
be 17 years of empty promises, no results. And
Manitobans, on April 19th, turned to the Progressive
Conservative Party to actually get results in
Manitoba.

And we will deliver on the promises that we
have made, unlike the previous government.

Midwifery Program
Dissolution of Program

Ms. Nahanni Fontaine (St. Johns): Midwifery
students are feeling disrespected by the Minister of
Education.

To recap for the House, the minister assured
students only a couple of weeks ago, and | quote,
that there would be a program for them in the fall. In
a meeting with students yesterday, he shifted blame
to the College of Midwives, refusing to accreditate
the program. I table an email sent from the College
of Midwives to the students yesterday that says:
The CMM has approved the midwifery education
program offered by UCN program since its
‘incemption.’

The minister has been shifting blame for his
decision onto the universities and colleges. Will the
minister admit he stood up in this House and told
members and students their program had a future,
knowing all along—

Madam Speaker: The member's time has expired.

Hon. lan Wishart (Minister of Education and
Training): | appreciate the question to provide a
little clarity on this particular issue. [interjection] It's
still redacted, yes—a little clarity on this issue,
because it-[interjection] We have tried to work with
the students, and we've certainly let the universities

and the college take the lead on that role. That does
not seem to have worked out.

The college did approve a program for this year
as long as both University of Manitoba and
University College of the North were involved. That
is no longer the case. So there is currently no
approved program for this year. We worked with the
University of Manitoba to try and develop an
alternative, which the students did not seem to
appreciate.

But we will continue to work on behalf of the
students.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
St. Johns, on a supplementary question.

* (14:10)

Ms. Fontaine: Madam Speaker, | just want to point
out to the House that the Minister of Education just
tried to shift blame onto the students now by not
appreciating that they're being forced into nursing
when that's not what they want to do. They want to
be midwives, and this minister pulled the funding
and ended the program. Not only that, he tried to
muzzle them.

Will the minister apologize to this House and to
the students for promising a program this fall and
trying to muzzle them from talking to the media?

Mr. Wishart: | appreciate the question. We have
certainly tried to work with the students to try and
develop an alternative for them. And, as | mentioned
in the previous answer, an alternative was offered.

| appreciate the fact that the students maybe
didn't appreciate that alternative. It is not exactly
what they thought they signed up for, but it was what
was offered at this point in time. We will continue to
work with the students. We recognize that there a
need for midwives in the province of Manitoba,
particularly in rural and remote areas, but there is a
demand in all parts of the province, so we will
continue to work to try and fill that demand in
Manitoba.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for St.
Johns, on a final supplementary.

Ms. Fontaine: | again want to point out that this
minister just disrespected the students yet again. Just
yesterday, when confronted with the fact that
students have been told their program is cancelled,
the minister suggested that this line of question—
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questioning may actually hurt students' chances in
the future.

I ask the minister: What else should Manitobans
take away from those comments other than a threat?
Will he apologize to the students for yesterday's
comments and today's comments?

Mr. Wishart: I'd like to point out that this previous
government was the one that got this program into
trouble, starting 10 years ago with a program that
was not well organized. So, in 10 years, they had
nine graduates. Really good results, really wonderful
results. I'm sure the member would like to talk to her
colleagues about how that turned out—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Wishart: —including four students who chose—
Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Madam Speaker: Order.

Mr. Wishart: —to sue because the service had not
been provided, and won.

So | think that we're looking at a case here where
the previous government has left a program in such
disarray, and in 10 weeks, they're expecting us to put
back together what they messed up in 10 years.

Provincial Nominee Program
Status Update on Case Files

Ms. Cindy Lamoureux (Burrows): Madam
Speaker, on Monday, | provided a specific case file
in advance to the Minister of Education and
Training. | am inquiring into an individual's
provincial nominee case that amplifies what is wrong
with our Provincial Nominee Program.

The applicant for this case file has inquired on
several occasions for his status update. As of last
week, the application of over two years is still
pending with no further explanation.

Would the minister provide to the House today
an informative status update of the case file. And if
he feels that it is confidential even though no case
number or name has been publicly mentioned, will
he commit to having the status brought to my
attention before the House adjourns this week?

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Hon. lan Wishart (Minister of Education and
Training): | appreciate the question.

And, as the member knows, we can't talk about
individual cases, and | respect that she did not
reference too many details in the letter that she sent
on behalf of her constituent. And | would assume, of
course, that it's her constituent.

But that—in terms of where the status is at, | had
provided an update earlier showing that we have, and
I'm going by memory here, about 5,200 remaining,
which we expect to have 4,000 completed by the end
of September. And so, we're certainly making
progress in regards to that. We have a lot of interest
and a lot of applications and we're doing our best to
deal with them.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Burrows, on a supplementary question.

Ms. Lamoureux: Madam Speaker, | have another
PNP case where the applicant, after waiting an
obscene amount of time over the phone, was told that
their application of another two years was still
pending. After checking the online portal, they had
the same response: pending.

At the—-as a last resort, this applicant emailed the
MPNP on January 13th, 2016 regarding the case
status and received the following email response. |
guote: It will be processed in the order it was
received, so it may take several days before an
official response is sent to you.

It is now June 29th, and | believe that 169 days
would constitute as more than just several days.

How exactly is this government fixing this
broken system?

Mr. Wishart: And | appreciate the member's
reference and her persistence on this issue because
we certainly want to deal with applications as
quickly as we can.

The member did reference the fact that the
system was in disarray, and that's certainly how we
found it, and we're trying very hard to improve the
speed of the system. From the reference, in terms of
updates, I think the member will realize that we have
improved the rate of processing and we hope to get
things back in order very quickly.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Burrows, on a final supplementary.

Ms. Lamoureux: Madam Speaker, | am a strong
advocate for immigration here in Manitoba, and
when Manitobans approach me and reach out to me
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regarding the case files, 1 would like to be able to
give them and provide them a response of sorts.

This government has acknowledged that the wait
times for the Provincial Nominee Program are
unacceptable. | appreciate the urgency of getting
4,000 done by September. With the application
inquiries | have received since being elected, people
are having to put their lives on hold and wait more
time, more than two, even three years in some cases,
for a status update beyond the word pending.

Will the minister commit to providing a
quarterly update to all case files from the day that
they are submitted?

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Mr. Wishart: | know that the member is a very
strong ‘advodate’ for immigration. | like to think that
all MLAs in this province should be very strong
advocates for immigration. We are a government that
believes in the value of immigration in the province
of Manitoba and we're working very hard to do that.

I will certainly look at whether there's feasibility
in doing quarterly updates. | certainly appreciate the
fact that there would be a lot of paperwork involved
in that, but we will see whether that is something that
can be feasible and whether something can be posted
online. The reality of it is, of course, that we have to
be very respectful of information.

Francophone Community
Status Update on Bill 5

Mrs. Sarah Guillemard (Fort Richmond):
Madame la Présidente, la communauté franco-
manitobaine est une partie tellement importante de
notre culture, notre économie et notre patrimoine
comme province.

Je suis fiere de me compter comme membre de
cette communauté.

Translation

Madam Speaker, the Franco-Manitoban community
is such an important part of our culture, our
economy and our heritage as a province.

I am proud to count myself a member of that
community.
English

Which is why I am proud that our government
introduced Bill 5, The Francophone Community
Enhancement and Support Act.

Can the Minister for Francophone Affairs please
update us on the status of this important bill?

Hon. Rochelle Squires (Minister responsible for
Francophone Affairs): Madame la Présidente,
j'aimerais remercier la députée pour cette question et
son appui de ce projet de loi important.

Je suis ravie d'informer la députée que le projet
de loi 5, la Loi sur I'appui a I'épanouissement de la
francophonie manitobaine, a été passé hier soir au
comité, que le vote final a été pris, et les membres de
la communauté franco-manitobaine ont applaudi
pour cette étape importante dans la relation entre le
gouvernement et les francophones ici au Manitoba.

On hate de voir ce projet de loi passer a cette
Chambre en troisieme lecture et de continuer a
travailler avec cette communauté—

Translation

Madam Speaker, | would like to thank the member
for that question and her support for this important
bill.

I am pleased to inform the member that Bill 5, The
Francophone Community Enhancement and Support
Act, was passed in committee yesterday evening, that
the final vote was taken, and the members of the
Franco-Manitoban community applauded this
important step in the relationship between the
government and the Francophones here in Manitoba.

We are eager to see this bill passed on third reading
in this Chamber and to continue working with that
community—

Madam Speaker: The member's time has expired.

Hospital Visitation
High Parking Fees

Mr. Matt Wiebe (Concordia): Madam Speaker,
Candace was only 14 years old when she was
diagnosed with cancer and after a brave fight, passed
away at the age of 16.

During those two years, she fought bravely and
she always kept a brave face. She spent a lot of time
in hospital undergoing chemo and she always had the
support, of course, of her family and friends around
her.

We know that many of those visitors to the
hospital had to pay high parking fees when visiting
the hospital, and, of course, many were ticketed
when they hadn't calculated the correct amount of
time that they'd be staying.
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What ideas has the Minister of Health been
working on to help families like Candace to ensure
high parking fees don't get in the way of visiting
loved ones?

* (14:20)

Hon. Kelvin Goertzen (Minister of Health,
Seniors and Active Living): | appreciate the
member's question and the many, many heart-
breaking stories we hear about families that are
struggling each and every day with cancer, and
certainly 1 think all members all members of this
House, we join with them as well as we can to say
that they're not alone in that journey. We know that
there are many Manitobans who do that as well.

We also know that there are many different fees
within the health-care system that can be a barrier
to individuals getting health care. We're concerned
about those, whether those are ambulance fees,
whether those are parking fees or fees that people
have to pay at a pharmacist when they're getting a
procedure done. Those are all things that were left by
the previous government, all things that concern us
and all things that we want to make steps to improve,
Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Concordia, on a supplementary question.

Mr. Wiebe: Madam Speaker, you know, we're not
interested in wasting time pointing fingers here;
we're simply looking for those good ideas that are
out there, ideas like from Candace's grandfather,
Dennis, who has become an advocate for what he
calls a Candace card, a transferable card that could
allow families, the immediate families of patients, to
simply come visit their families and loved ones and
have that unlimited parking when they're there.

Having this kind of support for patients is
important, and it would come-when-so it doesn't
come to a financial hardship for families. Dennis has
joined us here in the House today. I'm humbled to
table his petition that was circulated at Candace's
funeral for this House today.

Will the Minister of Health honour Candace's
memory and this petition and look at creating this
Candace card parking pass?

Mr. Goertzen: And, as | said, Madam Speaker, in
my initial answer, and certainly we know that there
are many different fees within the health-care system
that can be a barrier. For individuals who need to
get an ambulance, that they often have to pay a

bill of $500. For those who go to a pharmacist,
they're sometimes faced with a bill of $20 or $30 to
get a procedure. Also, parking, we know, is a
specific issue.

I know that the member indicates that time is an
issue, and | appreciate that. Time is an issue in many
of the different things that we face in the health-care
system and in this government. But he also knows
that this has been a problem for a very long time; it
was a problem during his entire time in government,
and it wasn't a priority then, but it is certainly
something that we're continuing to look at different
issues, and | am certainly willing to hear different
suggestions, Madam Speaker.

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for
Concordia, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Wiebe: Well, Madam Speaker, it is a priority,
and it's a priority to me, and it's a priority to this
opposition and certainly a priority to Dennis and to
his family.

You know, it's not just Dennis, of course,
though, that are-that is concerned with this issue. |
also table a petition of many, many other Manitobans
who took the time to sign a petition asking for
fairness when it comes to parking at hospitals. They
feel helpless when loved ones are in a hospital, and
even though they know they can't make them feel
any better—or can't make them better but can make
them feel better, they can be there to support them.

This—the Province should be here to support
those families, and one way the Minister of Health
can do this is by lowering the cost of parking at all
hospitals in the province.

Will he commit to taking the time to sit down,
speak with Dennis about his particularly good idea—

Madam Speaker: Member's time has expired.

Mr. Goertzen: Well, and certainly, as | said in the
previous two answers, absolutely, we're always
interested in ideas. We know that we were left with
many different fees within the health-care system
which are a barrier to Manitobans. We've taken some
action already in starting to reduce some of those
fees. I'd be happy to meet with any Manitoban who
has an idea to try to better the health-care system,
Madam Speaker, and we can certainly make those
arrangements.

While | have the floor, 1 want to welcome my
son Malachi here, in the gallery, who graduated from
grade 4 just yesterday and also my wife Kim, who
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we'll be celebrating our 19th anniversary very
shortly, Madam Speaker.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase
Government Intention

Mr. James Allum (Fort Garry-Riverview): If this
session has proved anything, that this is a
government without vision, without direction and
without any policies.

Oh, sure, they're happy to go out and take credit
for our digital media tax credit, for sure. They'll
issue press releases talking about the lowest
unemployment rate in the country, which this
government created. They're even happy to keep
dining out on the PST, Madam Speaker.

If the Finance Minister actually opposes the
PST, why didn't he have the courage of his
convictions to do something about it when he had the
chance?

Hon. Cameron Friesen (Minister of Finance):
Well, | thank the member for that question about
vision, and | thank him for recognizing that our party
has had the vision to recognize that at this exact
juncture in history, not only do Canadians have an
opportunity to make the CPP bigger, we have an
ability now to make it better. And that is the
discussion that we in Manitoba are leading across
Canada, with our counterparts in this jurisdiction,
with ordinary Manitobans.

This is all about vision, and we welcome that
group to get on board and recognize that we have an
opportunity here to make CPP serve Canadians
better, and the opportunity is now. Will they get on
board?

Madam Speaker: The honourable member for Fort
Garry-Riverview, on a supplementary question.

Mr. Allum: Maybe it's just me, but this Finance
Minister is always late. | was asking him about the
PST. We asked about the CPP yesterday and the day
before and the day before that, and he didn't have an
answer.

But the question for the Finance Minister and all
members of the government is that they come off
with some moral outrage about the PST, and yet
they're going to dine off it for four more years.

So | ask him again: Why doesn't he have the
courage of his convictions? Do something about it or
be quiet about it once and for all.

Mr. Friesen: The member demonstrates an awful lot
of anger when it comes to the PST, and he's right to
do that. It pales in comparison to the anger and
outrage of all Manitobans who endured an increase
to the PST under that NDP party when they told
them they would not do so. And so that is why it is a
fundamental commitment of this government to our
people in this province that we will reduce the PST.
We will do it in our first term.

What they broke, we will fix, and we will get it
done.

Madam Speaker: Time for oral questions has
expired.

PETITIONS
Bell's Purchase of MTS

Mr. Jim Maloway (EImwood): | wish to present the
following petition to the Legislative Assembly.

The background of the petition is as follows:

The Manitoba telephone system is currently a
fourth cellular carrier used by Manitobans along with
the big national three carriers: Telus, Rogers and
Bell.

In Toronto, with only the big three national
companies controlling the market, the average
five-gigabyte unlimited monthly cellular package is
$117 as compared to Winnipeg where MTS charges
$66 for the same package.

Losing MTS will mean less competition and will
result in higher costs for all cellphone packages in
the province.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to do all that
is possible to prevent the Bell takeover of MTS and
present a more competitive cellphone market so that
cellular bills for Manitobans do not increase
unnecessarily.

And this petition is signed by many fine
Manitobans.

Madam Speaker: In accordance with our rule
133(6), when petitions are read they are deemed to
be received by the House.

Grievances?
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ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS
House Business

Mr. Jim Maloway (Official Opposition House
Leader): On House business, I'd like to table a list,
the opposition list of government ministers to be
called for concurrence on Thursday, June 30th, 2016.
It's a big list.

* * *

Hon. Kelvin Goertzen (Government House
Leader): Madam Speaker, would you please resolve
into Committee of Supply?

Madam Speaker: The House will now resolve into
Committee of Supply.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, please take the Chair.
* (14:30)
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
Concurrence Motion

Mr. Chairperson (Doyle Piwniuk): Will the
Committee of Supply please come to order.

The committee will now resume consideration
for the motion concurring in all the Supply
resolutions relating to the Estimates of Expenditures
for the fiscal year ending March 31st, 2017.

On June 28th, 2016, the Official Opposition
House Leader tabled the following list of ministers
of the Crown who may be called for sequential
guestioning in the debate on the motion today:
Families; Education and Training; Growth,
Enterprise and Trade; Infrastructure; Agriculture;
Health, Seniors and Active Living; Crown Services;
Justice; Sports, Culture and Heritage; 'indiguous' and
'mucipal'=Municipal Relations.

And the floor is now open for questions.

Ms. Nahanni Fontaine (St. Johns): My questions
are for the Minister of Families.

Can the minister be so kind as to share with me
the—what criteria will the minister be using to
measure  efficiencies in the department-the
department’s corporate audit?

Mr. Chairperson: The honourable member—okay,
just one second.

An Honourable Member: Just raise my hand when
I'm ready?

Mr. Chairperson: Yes, when to answer a question,
yes.

Hon. Scott Fielding (Minister of Families): Well,
thank you for the question.

And as a government, as I, you know, would
believe that most taxpayers want us to do, we are
always monitoring and evaluating how a per-
formance is a review; programming-that's a part of
it. A part of any auditing plan, there is reviews that
go on track.

We, as a government, truly think that we need to
ensure that we have value-taxpayer-valued money
and, as a government overall, we've talked about the
importance of performance reviews which we think
is important, critical to the needs of-not just of the
department, but as taxpayers.

So we're fully committed to ongoing reviews of
agencies and departments. | think taxpayers would
want us to take that sort of approach and, once again,
our commitment throughout the election campaign,
and since then, is to have performance reviews of
how programs are evaluated.

What we will do is we will all want to move
forward and potentially enhance programs where
we're seeing extreme good value in, and at the other
side of the equation | think it's important to also
evaluate if we're not getting good value out of
programming, you're not getting good results, we
think it's important to review those, as well. And
decisions would have to be made.

What we also think is critical important is in
terms of performance benchmark. That's something
that— initially when | came into the department |
think that more work needs to be done, not just in
this department, but I think overall in terms of how
we perform as a government. It should be an
outcomes-based process where you're reviewing how
you're doing, how the results are happening, how
you're performing as a government, what the
benchmarks are for improvement.

So those are all things that | would encourage
our department to be auditing, although I'm not an
auditor; | won't be involved in the day-to-day
functions, of the course, like I'm sure you could
assume and appreciate that. Those are the overriding
guiding principles that | would instruct our
department to review beyond initial phases of an
auditing process that goes forward.
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Ms. Fontaine: | get that the department is doing a
performance review. We all get that because, on this
side of the House, we hear that every opportunity
that members opposite want to espouse it.

I mean, we don't really have much information
on it, so again I'm going to try my question again,
and it is: What criteria and metrics will the minister
be using to measure efficiencies in the Department of
Families' corporate audit? So specifically.

Mr. Fielding: Well, | guess the quite answer is on a
program-by-program basis. You're going to evaluate;
there's going to be different measurements for
different programs. You can't use a cookie-cutter
approach to all different programs as you evaluate
them. You want to see what your—where your
benchmarks are, where you're performing, how
you're performing. Sometimes you're not at the level
where you should be, so your benchmarks, your
performance levels are not where they should be, so
you want to improve them.

So, | guess, if you're talking a program-
by-program basis, we think looking at something on
a case-by-case basis makes a lot of sense. And that's
how you build in performance benchmarking and
measurements.

What we would look to do, or my guidance to
our department—once again, I'm not an auditor and
I'm not involved in necessarily the day-to-day
functions of that, but we would encourage them to
look for ways you can obviously save money, be
more efficient. But what's even more important is in
terms of how you deliver the service, if you can
deliver a service in a more effective way where
you're going to provide some good results, maybe
more people involved in a program, maybe the end
result of a program is important.

I think for, agencies and organizations, there
should be a standardized approach, obviously. You
were talking about service purchasing agreements,
but as you evaluate programs on a program-
by-program basis | can't say that it's a cookie-cutter
approach. I think that would be unwise to move in
that direction because | think you need to evaluate
them. And, to be quite honest with you, a part of, you
know, global process of a performance review that
our government has talked about the importance of
reviewing that, that, of course, would be guided by
those core principles of the overall review and
looking into the department.

Ms. Fontaine: So really at this point what the
minister is saying, that the audit-because | mean,
again, you're not providing me with any specifics, so
really it's just-on the one hand it's a standardized
approach, and on the other it's a case-by-case. So it's
kind of really willy-nilly right now.

So let's move on to the second question because
I can tell the minister doesn't understand the
guestion.

The government tender issued clearly states
there will be a project co-ordinator designed within
each department to work on the audit.

Can the minister advise how will this co-
ordinator be chosen, and what will their
responsibilities be? And who do they report to?
[interjection]

Mr. Chairperson: The honourable minister.

Mr. Fielding: —in the performance review piece, so |
can't prejudge how that process will work.

Ms. Fontaine: So, just to be clear: at this point, the
Department of Families hasn't started anything in
respect of the performance review.

Mr. Fielding: It's been well documented in the
media that there's, overall, guiding principle of a
performance review; that's a part of it.

We would anticipate that all levels of
government would want to engage, and even as
taxpayers, whether you work in administration where
you're a service provider, that everyone would want
to make sure that we're as efficient as we can in
government.

* (14:40)

What we are extremely proud of in the
Department of Families is the fact, from the previous
government, we actually enhanced the budget by
upwards of $175 million. And we're extremely
pleased that, when you do look at some of the
numbers—and I'll review some of them with you,
here. We—part of that $175-million increase, it's
made up of a number of different figures which was
quite a bit of a substantial increase from years past—
over the last 17 years, in fact.

I'll give you some numbers just to cut to the
chase here. But, overall, as | mentioned, it represents
about $175-million increase in the budget. So, of all
the government departments that are out there right
now, ‘samily' services had about a 10 per cent
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increase in terms of their overall budget, and that's
year over year, which we think is substantial. We
also—when you look at the individual departments,
since you brought it up, community living and
disability services saw about a 49.696, or a
14.4 per cent increase in their budget.

And that-a lot of times what happens in previous
years is there's mid-year transfers. Or, essentially,
overexpenditures that happen within government,
what this government was prudent in, and we want to
make sure that we're budgeting proper for these types
of issues.

We also were able to—and we're very proud of
the fact that for employment and income assurance,
we fought from this side of the House for a
number of years to have that baseline increased to
70 per cent—75 per cent, sorry, of the mean market
rent for the Rent Assist program. And a part of that—
we actually saw about a $50-million increase year
over year for the employment and income assurance
program.

So we're excited about that; we think that there's
a lot of benefit. And that's an example of where you
can spend more money if it makes sense to spend
more money. This government is absolutely com-
mitted to investing in areas where we think there's
value for money and, of course, when you're able to
provide affordable rent allowance for people in the
tune of a $50-million increase, we think it's good
value for money.

Also, community engagement  corporate
services, we saw a substantial increase. And also, in
terms of Child and Family Services, we saw about—
just over a $20-million increase, which represents
about 4.5 per cent increase over there. And it's-it is a
substantial increase, but the reason why we thought
it was important was because the amount of kids
in care, which we think is important to provide
services.

I recently, in fact, over the last two days, had a
chance to meet with a colleague of mine from the
minister for social services out of Saskatchewan.
And | asked some questions in terms of the child
family services just to understand. | mean, the—our
populations are fairly similar. We have, | think,
somewhere in the neighbourhood of 1.3, one point—
almost 1.4 million people. They have about 1.1.

I see my time is reduced, so | will say part of
that. They had 4,000 kids in care; we've got over 12—
or, 11,000 kids in care. So we made substantial

investments in this budget, and we're not going to
shy away from increases like this when it makes
sense for taxpayers and makes sense for providing
better services for Manitobans.

Ms. Fontaine: Would the minister advise exactly
where that $20-million increase is going?

Mr. Fielding: Absolutely. It's my pleasure to say
that we increased the budget for Child and Family
Services.

And just to pick up on the point that | left off
because |1 know my time ran out last time: As
mentioned, from-in Manitoba, we're seeing over
11,000 Kids in care. When you compare that-and |
was surprised to hear the numbers in Saskatchewan
where they have over 4,000 kids in care. Same-
generally the same population, the same
demographics, the same-you know, Manitoba,
Saskatchewan are very similar beyond the fact that
Winnipeg is dominated by a major urban centre,
Winnipeg, of course, and Saskatchewan has more
smaller towns, maybe like the size of a Dauphin or
other parts like that.

Beyond those-there's very similarities. So my
concern when we got into the office after 17 years,
where you're seeing 11,000 kids in care-And in fact,
since 2008-this is a really interesting stat which |
happened across in some of the briefings that I've
been involved in-is the fact that the number of kids
in care in Manitoba has spiked. In fact, it's gone up
by over 55 per cent since 2008 alone.

So suffice it to say, we need to roll up our
sleeves. We need to work with everyone. We need to
make sure this isn't a partisan issue. We need to work
with members opposition; we need to work, you
know, from everyone. We had a chance to brief
yourself and the New Democrats; | believe the
member for Minto (Mr. Swan) was here at briefing
on some of the initiatives we're talking about with
the protecting children act, as well as we had an
opportunity to brief Doctor-I actually won't say
Dr. Gerrard; I'll say the member from River Heights—
on terms of our initiatives in terms of the protecting
children act, which we think is a major focus.

But to get to the bare—your question, what the
$20 million is made up of is about $13.3-million
increase the base adjustment. So basically, you hadn't
budgeted properly in the last budget. There was more
money that was allocated throughout the year for
this. You also saw a number of other different
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funding items. We saw, in fact, a $1.452-million
increase in the annualized cost associated with
expansion of existing COACH program. We know
that programs like this are extremely important to the
welfare of our children.

We also saw about a $553,000 increase, or
nine full-time equivalents, for a program called
StreetReach, which we talked a little bit about in
Estimates. And we think it's extremely important.
There was some discussions in the Estimates process
about a 24-hour program. It's an important issue that
I think—I think it was the member from St. Johns had
raised, which I think is an important issue which I've
asked our department staff to review to see if it
makes sense. It seems to make some sense to me.
But we'll be working towards seeing how that would
be unrolled.

Also, a part of that 20.733 or 4.5 per cent
increase in the Child and Family Services budget is
in the neighbourhoods of $321,000 increase for the
grant funding for the assistance to the youth RaY
program. What that truly represents is, in terms of
some important staff improvements, 3.5 positions
which we think will help in terms of the service
projections. Similar to, as | mentioned, the
StreetReach, where you have enhanced amount of
staff that will be there. And the question always
comes up, what does the staff mean? Well, it means
more people can get these services.

I see my time is running out, but those are just
some of the examples of how the Family Services
budget has been a very priority for our government,
and that's why we've enhanced it by upwards of
$20 million.

Ms. Fontaine: I'm just going to respectfully ask if
it's possible that the minister would consider putting
his cell on vibrate because his phone keeps ringing
in—

Mr. Chairperson: We did-we already got-looked
after that. Thanks for giving us attention.

Ms. Fontaine: The minister refers to the protecting
children act, and we did have some preliminary
discussions with my colleague.

I want to ask the minister why, in respect of all
of the Hughes recommendations, that he decided to
start with the communications process, which |
understand and I think that we can agree is a piece of
that. But as, you know, I've shared with many people
that, you know, in working with children and
families, if you were to ask anyone, you know,

children want to be with their families. They want to
be with their communities or in their communities
with their families. So I'm-I'd like to know why the
minister started with the communications process,
because it wasn't the No. 1 recommendation coming
out of the Hughes inquiry, as he knows. So the
reasoning for that, please.

* (14:50)

Mr. Fielding: We think that the protecting children
act is crucial. We think—we agree with what Justice
Hughes has said. In fact, this issue goes back to
1991. If you read the information in the Aboriginal
Justice Inquiry, there was information that was
provided way back in 1991 that talks about the
critical need to share

So this isn't a topic that is new; this is a topic
that has been around for a very long time. It's also
one of the major recommendations of Chief Justice
Hughes that talked about the critical nature of
sharing information. And we think that this is a
practice that has been done.

I know the member for Minto (Mr. Swan) is
here. In our briefing sessions, we talked about-and
I'll take—it's, you know, during my past life as a city
councillor and chair of the police board in my last
role, | take pride in one of the initiatives we worked
on, and it certainly wasn't me; it was—and I think it,
quite honestly, was driven from the Province-was a
program called the Block by Block program. And the
essence of the Block by Block program, which is in
the William Whyte area—l believe the actual
individual program is called Thunderwing, if I'm not
mistaken. What it did is it said that there's a lot of
people in need. There's a lot of information that's out
there. There's a lot of service agencies that are
catered and that are focused in on children; they're
focused on a whole bunch of people.

And the problem that we've seen is that there's
barriers; there's, kind of, these agencies—the social
service agencies, the governments, the law enforce-
ment agencies—where they're acting in silos where
they all have information and, if everyone is able to
come together and plan which is in the best interest
of the child, we think is good. So it-so the legislation
is not just based off the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry
that talked about it. It's not just based off what Chief
Justice Hughes had talked about and the Phoenix
Sinclair inquiry. It's not just talked about in other
numbers of literature that has-that the Children's
Advocate has talked about the critical nature of
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sharing the information. It's based off of other
models; in Alberta, for instance, where they have it.

It's supported by a whole number of child
advocates, one being Sheldon Kennedy. We were
honoured to have Sheldon Kennedy come just over
the last number of days. | know the Minister of
Education was there at the announcement, and there
was somewhere in the neighbourhood of 50 service
providers that were also there at the announcement.
And what Sheldon Kennedy clearly said is that—-you
know, I don't want to—I'm not going to put his exact
words on—in the table, but he talked about the critical
nature of being able to share the information.

So we truly think that it's the first step. It's not
the only thing that needs to be done, but it was the
major recommendation of Justice Hughes. And we
think that the ability to share information will allow
agencies, and the planning of those for children, is a
step in the right direction. And it allows people to
share. It'll allow for reaction, to react better in terms
of the planning of the child to work more effectively.
It also allows for better early intervention or
prevention, which | think everyone can agree we
need to focus more on. There's more—there's too
much reaction, too much taking kids into protective
custody, and not as much early intervention and
prevention.

So we truly think that it's the first step, but not
the only step.

Mr. Wab Kinew (Fort Rouge): I'd like to ask the
minister about some of the housing-related issues
that are in his portfolio.

| believe that the figure that was shared earlier in
Estimates is $48 million in increased capital funding.
So I'd just like if the minister could share with this
committee which projects will that $48 million be
going towards supporting.

Mr. Fielding: Well, thank you for the question.

And housing is extremely important. |1 was very
pleased over the last two days, there was some
federal, provincial and territorial, | might add,
meetings that talked about housing issues. The
federal government—I know there's—I guess there isn't
any Liberal members here in the Chamber—but we
had an opportunity, this is the second time, actually,
that I've had an-I've had a second opportunity to—
[interjection]-the member from River Heights or the
member from Burrows? Anyways, you know, or
ones—members of the opposition, in terms of nature.

So my point is we had a opportunity to meet
with the federal minister in terms of housing. We
think it's critically important. The issues that we're
facing in terms of our housing, if you look—you see
in other jurisdictions very similar—very similar to
issues that people are seeing all across the country.

We know that there's aging housing stock. A lot
of our housing has been built in the '80s, and so
they're up for some renewals and refreshing, and |
think some of that work has been done over the last
three, four years. So we're happy to see that. We also
know that the expiry of operating agreements that
will be coming up fairly soon is a major issue. It's an
issue that will impact non-profits and anyone that's
involved in it.

So these are major issues that we had a chance to
discuss with the federal minister. There, of course,
has been some substantial federal money that has
been invested in their 2016 budget. Manitoba, of
course, will be a part of that, and we ensured at the
meetings that we obviously want to ensure that we
have a good portion of that money dedicated to
increasing not just affordability but also social
housings, but also other programs, home ownership;
there's a whole bunch of other things that we think
are extremely important.

We know that housing is something that is
critical to the needs of citizens. It's also a part of the
poverty. We think it's truly is one of the answers, not
the only answer, for poverty. That's why this
government was so pleased to enhance the Rent
Assist program. The Rent Assist program, of course,
I think it cost about $22 million for implementation
of it and, on a yearly basis, you look at what the
mean market rent is for this, and we're able to add, |
believe it was-the number's around $7 million
additionally to this—to the Rent Assist program,
which allows people to live. It's affordable housing
benefit that allows people to live in a whole bunch of
places.

So we are committed to that, as the member
mentioned-I'll skip to your point now-that there was
about a $45-million increase, which represents about
a 56 per cent increase in the budget, which we're
extremely proud of. We—obviously, there's some
comments made on the 500 and 500. There's a intake
process that has been going on, the number of
projects that are ongoing. We haven't made any final
decisions on which projects those will entail.

I know the member raised the gas station—
I'm going to say the name wrong, but gas station
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warehouse theater housing program. We had a
chance to meet with them fairly recently in the last
two weeks. So we want to do some due diligence and
make sure they're smart investments. We'll be doing
that, and we're extremely happy that we're able to put
this amount of dollars, plus the new monies the
federal government will be putting in to housing, we
think will make a difference.

Mr. Chairperson: Before we continue, | would like
to remind members that we do not-it's not acceptable
to—in the debate to refer or allowed-allude to the
absence of or presence of members in the House.
Okay, so, just a reminder.

Mr. Kinew: Thank you to the minister for his
previous answer.

Is there a target within the department for
how this additional $45 million will be directed
to different projects? Like, we heard the 500-500
commitment, so does that mean that it'll be a
50-50 split between social and affordable units? Or, |
guess the more direct way to ask through you,
Mr. Chair, is: Is there a specific ratio in terms of how
that $45 million is going to be directed to different
forms of housing?

Mr. Fielding: Well, I-you know, | probably won't—
I'll hesitate from going line by line, but what | can
say is, some of the money goes to debt servicing,
and that's to do with some of the refreshes that have
been taking place over the last number of years.
And that's—you know, all credit to the previous
government in terms of some of the 'refress'.

At one point, there was close to $1 billion in
upgrades that needed to be undertaken. I think that's
been chewed-I say chewed-that has been reduced
with some of the investments that have been made.
There is more money, obviously, for a whole bunch
of different programs that's there. We do—you know,
and with our meetings with the federal government,
we do anticipate that there will be multi-millions of
dollars invested in housing that comes to Manitoba,
and we're going to be at the table fight, you know,
ensuring that Manitoba gets its fair share of the
housing dollars.

* (15:00)

So | can't specifically say on which projects we'll
be dedicating them to. You know, we are a new
government and we have been slowly but surely
looking at projects and meeting with them. So we
will review them.

But | cant say that there is additional
programming dollars that are there. | know in my
mandate letter, there was a program that | think is
extremely important. It's home ownership with
Aboriginal, indigenous people. There's a program
with the Manitoba real estate board, and | believe the
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs was involved in this as
well, where they're able to do things like subsidize a
bit of the loans and the down payment that were
there. We think-and | can tell you our Premier's
(Mr. Pallister) point of view. He spent over 10 years
fighting for Aboriginal land rights, | believe it is, for
females, you know, in course of his federal career.
And so we think part of the answer, above and
beyond the social housing, above and beyond the
affordable housing, is in terms of ownership. And |
think that that program that we used as an example is
one that if you look at different groups and you're
able to partner with the right people—it's got to be the
right deals, of course—can help people.

So that's why we're committed to this. We're
extremely happy with the amount of dollars that
we've invested in these areas. And, as mentioned, as
those discussions with the federal minister goes on,
we anticipate more spending in these particular
areas. So also some great incentive programs that
have been pretty effective. There's one that—retail tax
credit program. Reading the other day, | believe that
it created-the premise of the program is the private
sector is able to build housing-that was initiated
under your previous government, and 10 per cent of
the house-the homes needed to be affordable in
nature. And, just looking at the financials, |1 saw
that-l guess it was an investment of $1.13 million
that created almost 70 new affordable home spaces.

So | think, if you look across the country, you
can use a multitude of different models to do that,
whether it's kind of a direct management where we're
actually building it, whether it's a sponsorship
management where someone's kind of managing for
it, or you have these programs where you're engaging
non-profits, the private sector, to build affordable
homes. We think it's a mix of everything. There
could be some financing tools. The federal
government has talked about some of the financial
tools that may be available to us, and we're excited
about those discussions.

Mr. Kinew: Is there enough money in the budget
here to complete the commitment at 500 social and
500 affordable units by 20177
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Mr. Fielding: Well, again, it really depends. We
invested a lot of money in this budget, you know,
over $45 million, a 56 per cent increase over last
year alone. So we think—and what's interesting about
budgets is it's—there's no room for-what I'll say is
there's no hiding in the weeds with budgets. Either
you're investing the money—you get to know what
government's priorities are pretty darn quick when
you look at a budget because that's where the money
hits the trail, | guess, if you will. And that's why
we're so pleased that we're able to make substantial
investments. | think that a 451 don't think anyone
would disagree that a $45-million investment or a
56 per cent increase over last year is a small amount
of money.

We also think that with investments from the
federal government-you know, there's an overall
budget. If Manitoba is able to get an appropriate
amount of money-and we'll be fighting for every
cent; | can tell you that-we're going to look at a
bunch of financial tools. There's obviously things
that you're paying cash for; there's things that you're
paying through the loan act. And that's a convoluted—
there's a whole bunch of ways that you can finance
these things.

So the long answer—long and short answer to
the question, | guess, is we made substantial
investments. We want to work with the federal
government. And we're going to have to see how
those discussions go. We anticipate that some
decisions will be made by year-end on it. We're
going to try to invest these things. We're going to
make some investments in the projects that we make
sense, financial sense. We're going to review it; we're
going to do our due diligence. We're not going to just
make decisions just based on someone coming to the
door with, you know, money coming out. We've—we
got to make sure that money is well spent. | think
taxpayers deserve that. They'd want us to review
these projects. If there's some projects that are
needed in a timely way to make some decisions,
we'll obviously be prioritizing those ones first.

But | think what we've learned from potentially
in the past is, if you make budget commitments and
commitments without understanding the amount of
money that's going to cost to drive them, you end up
in a kind of a structural deficit. And that's what we
saw when the bond raters downgraded our credit
rating. So we want to be prudent about these things.
We want to see what money's on the table from
the federal government. We want to put our skin in
the game, which we think $45-million, 56 per cent

increase is what | would call some skin in the game
in terms of investments in housing, plus substantial
dollars from the federal government, plus looking at
financial tools of how we can do that best, and there's
a whole bunch of sources the way to do that. And
we're going to come up with some common sense
solutions to it.

Mr. Kinew: How many—within this plan that the
minister has laid out, how many net new units of
social housing does he aim to add in the next year?

Mr. Fielding: Well, you know, just going back to
the—just, probably because | was there just in the last
few days and had discussions with colleagues across
the country and with the federal minister-and our
discussions were very good with the federal minister.
He seems to be somewhat open to dialogue and
consultation. I know, probably led by Quebec in
terms of our feelings, but we truly think that a
housing policy—and there is substantial dollars on the
table the federal government—really needs to be
flexible.

We need-we think that the provinces are,
obviously, have the responsibility of providing the
housing services. So we need agreements with the
federal government with all the money that will be
coming in, in terms of not dictating where we're
going to spend the money, but allowing us some
flexibility in terms of how we're going to do it.

We also got to make—and this ties into your
question of how many more affordable housing can
be done with the federal money that's there, there
isn't long-term commitments. There needs to be
predictable long-term commitments. If you have
programs in terms of substantial increases in money—
not just in this, but in child care and other things—if
you've got a year or two agreement you might make
some different decisions. You might—you know, I'm
veering off into child care a little bit, but you might
make decisions of a just one-time funding to invest
in capital, as opposed to long-term operating
agreements. So, with that, we need to ensure that we
understand, from the federal government, is it
predictable, is it long-term, is it one-time money,
making sure that there's that consultation piece.

And that's what's going to guide how we
formulate and how we implement the housing
strategy, based off consultations. That will be
happening over the next number of months before
any final dollars and agreements are signed. | can
commit to that. And I think my colleagues across the
country in housing addressed that. In fact, we put a
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communiqué out that talked about a shared vision for
housing solutions. But that has got be guided from
what our citizens want in terms of a consultation, in
terms of what makes sense for the region.

And so | dont know if that answers your
question. Probably doesn't. But I'm saying that there
is a number of decisions that are being made that will
guide some of the funding decisions in the future.
And | can't give you the answer right now because |
just don't know how much money the federal
government will be contributing, and is it long-term,
is it predictable, or is it just one-time money?

Mr. Kinew: I'd respect, you know, what the minister
said about setting targets right now, but perhaps he
could provide greater detail on the potential federal
money that is on the table.

You know, the first question that comes to mind
is how much are we talking about. And, then, if he
could, perhaps, provide greater detail in, like, what
are the potential terms of these dollars? Is it—is this
50-50 matching funds so that the, you know, portion
of the $45 million from the province that goes
forward with leverage an equal amount? Or is it
leveraged at a higher rate than that?

If he could provide some insight as to what the
potential federal contribution towards housing could
be, that would be much appreciated.

Mr. Fielding: | don't have all my-I don't have the
numbers right in front of me in terms of the federal
commitment.

I can, for sure—probably by the end of the day—
get you what the federal commitment was in the
budget. 1 can tell you that it will be substantial
money. It will be not in the millions, it will be in the
tens of millions of dollars that will be-that will
probably be Manitoba's portion.

You know, part of that—I don't want to interfere
or interject before, you know, the final decisions are
being made because, as I'm sure you can appreciate,
if we somehow negotiate it somehow in the media
then it's going to—it really will impact those decisions
that are being made. But | can tell you it's a
substantial investment in social and affordable.

* (15:10)

And, to your question of is it matching dollars,
some are matching dollars and some arent,
depending on which programs. And | believe the
federal government has identified that through their
budget or through their communique. So I'll leave

that, because that probably is in the record. I don't
have it right in front of me, but | will be able to get a
copy of the federal budget to provide the exact
dollars and cents from the federal level. But we don't
have—there hasn't been an identified amount, and
those negotiations are, of course, ongoing, and will
be finalized, hopefully, by, I'm sure-by year end,
we'll have the final figures.

Mr. Kinew: And thanks for the answer, to the
minister.

On a, | guess, not unrelated matter pertaining to
the relationship with the federal government, he, the
minister, made reference to the operating agreements
that will be expiring soon.

I respect that there's still a conversation to be had
there with respect to what the federal government is
going to do. On the provincial side, is there funding
in place to hold up, you know, whatever provincial
contributions might need to be made to keep those
agreements viable?

Mr. Fielding: Well, you're right. | mean, the
operating agreements are something that across the
country are people are facing, and | think there's
different time frames of when those operation
agreements become more of an issue in Manitoba. I'll
have to say the bulk of those are kind of in the later
years. | don't have the exact dates right in front of
me, but | believe it's somewhere around 2018 and
'19. We did raise this and it wasn't just a Manitoba
exclusive thing. This is something that impacts
groups across the country and it is on the radar
screen of the federal government on whether they're
able to make some substantial commitments to that.

There was an agreement, but, you know, I'll have
to say that there was an openness to discussing the
issue and there was openness, at least in the initial
meetings of a shared, | guess, goal plus some
commitments to have what I'll call flexibility in the
agreements , so you know, the Province for the most
part would be able to spend the money where they
think makes some sense based off some guiding
principles.

So, to answer your question, there is, | believe,
and I don't have my staff here, but I believe that there
is some short-term loan options that are in place from
our department that help in the immediate term, but
the vast majority of our operating agreements, or a
lot of them, happen in a few years from now. You
know, | don't have the exact date, whether it's 18 or
20, but there is some financial tools, | guess, our
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department has that help—can help mitigate that—I can
tell you that the department is very much focused on
working with these groups to provide them with
planning and assistance as these operating agree-
ments become—well, essentially when they end. So
that's what our department is involved in, so there is
some financial tools, | guess, and we want to make
sure that, you know, these aren't surprises to groups
as the operating agreements come to fruition, or end.

Mr. Kinew: You know, I've spoken to constituents,
seniors homes, residents of seniors homes, and non-
profit and co-op housing, and it's an important issue
to them, so, you know, I'd say that | appreciate the
minister's comments and I'd encourage him to, you
know, work with his departmental staff to make sure
that those bridge-financing situations are there and
that he, you know, advocate strongly to the federal
counterpart to make sure that the feds come to the
table there.

With respect to housing renovation of existing
stock, is the usual $100 million in restoration money
for the Housing portfolio and redevelopment—is that
still in the budget for this year?

Mr. Fielding: | don't have the—I don't immediately
have the answer for the exact dollars and cents, but
what | can tell you that there is money in the budget
for renovations in terms of the refresh, I guess, if you
will.

There's also a variety of sources you can do this
from, right? There's the cash component-that's a part
of it; on a normal basis there's also something called
loan—the loan act, which essentially, you're able to do
some of these long-term works, and that's part of
what I had mentioned earlier on is the debt servicing.
So, in the past what's happened, | believe there's
been a multitude of different funding sources to have
these refreshed. Some are done in cash; some are
done through the loan act. I think the vast majority is
done through the loan act. And | can tell you that
there is money within our budget, in terms of the
overall budget, including the loan act, that goes
towards refreshing.

That, of course, is also an item that, you know,
is discussed, and potentially an option for the
new federal money that could come into play. It's a
two-year agreement. So | would say that this
government, without, you know, committing as
much, we definitely see that, the federal dollars as
being an option, or using any financial tools we have
at our disposal, including cash, including loan act to
address some of the long-term what I'll call deferred

maintenance issues on some of the infrastructure, in
terms of refreshes. That's a part of it.

So there'll probably be a variety of funding
sources we can use to do it. But there is an emphasis
to get more refreshment done on the existing housing
stock, because the vast majority was built before the
1980s.

Mr. Kinew: | was going to ask about the $34 million
for maintenance and repairs, but | suspect it's
probably a similar answer on—just in terms of
whether that money is in the budget this year.

So maybe I'll just move along and say the
following: social enterprises have stepped in to the
space of helping to renovate Manitoba Housing
units, so | just ask the minister whether there's a
commitment to continue, you know, using social
enterprises as contractors in the renovation and
refurbishing maintenance of some of the Manitoba
Housing units.

Mr. Fielding: I really like social enterprise. I think it
makes a lot of sense in a whole bunch of ways. If
you can have people—put people to work that are part
of programs, | think that there's, absolutely, a space
for that within the funding envelope. | know that
there is money associated with this budget, and
potentially future years. | know the member from
Point Douglas, | believe, was one of the ones that
championed it. I had the chance to—I was at Neechi
Commons about two or three weeks ago which, of
course, is part of a social enterprise element of
things.

Whether you can do that in refreshes is
something, | guess, the department can consider. |
don't-I'm not aware of, right now, in terms of the
elements of social enterprise that could be a part of
it, but I definitely think that there is room for it.

Now, with that being said, we're not going—we're
going to make sure that any deal that goes forward,
you know, you got to do your due diligence. We're
not going to just throw money or do things just for
the sake of doing things. It does have to make some
financial sense. We're going to do our due diligence
on things, and | think taxpayers would want us to do
these sorts of things beforehand.

So, for the most part, | think that there is a place
for social enterprise, a part of the government's plans
to go forward. And there is money that's allocated in
the budget for this, absolutely.
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Mr. Kinew: There are a few different social
enterprises in this space related to housing. Some of
them have to do with, | guess, temporary moves—
when tenants have to be moved out of a place and
there's some kind of cleaning and upkeep work that
happens before they're allowed to move back in.
Potentially, like, as, you know, some, you know,
insect-control issues or things like that are
happening. So social enterprises in the Point Douglas
constituency step into that space. And then you have
other social enterprises such as BUILD and Youth
Build that, potentially, could bid on some of the
construction projects there.

And during the campaign | had a chance to visit
the Social Enterprise Centre, and they shared a piece
of research with—I 