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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: O Eternal and Almighty God, from
Whom all power and wisdom come, we are
assembled here before Thee to frame such laws as
may tend to the welfare and prosperity of our
province. Grant, O merciful God, we pray Thee, that
we may desire only that which is in accordance with
Thy will, that we may seek it with wisdom, know it
with certainty and accomplish it perfectly for the
glory and honour of Thy name and for the welfare of
all our people. Amen.

Good afternoon, everyone. Please be seated.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 21-The Churchill Arctic Port Canada Act

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation): | move, seconded by the
Minister of Jobs and the Economy (Ms. Oswald),
that Bill 21, The Churchill Arctic Port Canada Act;
Loi sur la Société canadienne du Port arctique de
Churchill, be now read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Ashton: We're all proud in this province of the
fact that we, with the Port of Churchill, have the only
deep-sea Arctic port in Canada and it's a port that has
tremendous potential. What this legislation does is
put in place a brand new structure. It has many
elements that people will recognize very similar to
another tremendous organization that we have in this
province, CentrePort.

And, again, Mr. Speaker, it puts in place an
entity that will help connect Manitoba, Canada,
through Churchill, to the world.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion? [Agreed]

Any further introduction of bills?
PETITIONS

Mr. Speaker: Seeing none, we'll move on to
petitions.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase-
Cross-Border Shopping

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Riding Mountain): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And this is the reason for this petition:

Manitoba has a thriving and competitive retail
environment in communities near its borders,
including Bowsman, Swan River, Minitonas, Benito,
Russell, Binscarth, St-Lazare, Birtle, Elkhorn,
Virden, Melita, Waskada, Boissevain, Deloraine,
Cartwright, Pilot Mound, Crystal City, Manitou,
Morden, Winkler, Plum Coulee, Altona, Gretna,
Emerson, Morris, Killarney, Sprague, Vita, Reston,
Pierson, Miniota, McAuley, St. Malo, Foxwarren,
Roblin and many others.

Both the Saskatchewan PST rate and the North
Dakota retail sales tax rate are 5 per cent, and the
Minnesota retail sales tax is 6 per cent.

The retail sales tax rate is 40 per cent cheaper in
North Dakota and Saskatchewan and 25 per cent
cheaper in Minnesota as compared to Manitoba.

The differential in tax rates creates a disincentive
for Manitoba consumers to shop locally to purchase
their goods and services.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To acknowledge that the increase in the PST will
significantly encourage cross-border shopping and
put additional strain on the retail sector, especially
for those businesses located close to Manitoba's
provincial borders.

To urge the provincial government to reverse
its PST increase to ensure Manitoba consumers can
shop affordably in Manitoba and support local
businesses.

This petition's signed by H. MacKay, W. Joyce,
W. Matheson and many, many more Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker: In keeping with our rule 132(6), when
petitions are read they are deemed to have been
received by the House.

Further petitions?
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Provincial Sales Tax Increase—Referendum

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): Good afternoon. |
wish to present the following petition to the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition:

(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

(3) An increase to the PST is excessive taxation
that will harm Manitoba families.

(4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

This petition's submitted on behalf of
C. Vandenbossche, B. Johannesson, T. Butow and
many other fine Manitobans.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase—
Cross-Border Shopping

Mr. Cliff Graydon (Emerson): | wish to present the
following petition to the Legislative Assembly.

And this is the background to this petition:

(1) Manitoba has a thriving and competitive
retail environment in communities near its borders,
including Bowsman, Swan River, Minitonas, Benito,
Russell, Binscarth, St-Lazare, Birtle, Elkhorn,
Virden, Melita, Waskada, Boissevain, Deloraine,
Cartwright, Pilot Mound, Crystal City, Manitou,
Morden, Winkler, Plum Coulee, Altona, Gretna,
Emerson, Morris, Killarney, Sprague, Vita, Reston,
Pierson, Miniota, McAuley, St. Malo, Foxwarren,
Roblin and many others.

(2) Both the Saskatchewan PST rate and the
North Dakota retail sales tax rate are 5 per cent, and
the Minnesota retail sales tax rate is 6 per cent.

(3) The retail sales tax rate is 40 per cent cheaper
in North Dakota and Saskatchewan and 25 per cent
cheaper in Minnesota as compared to Manitoba.

(4) The differential in tax rates create a
disincentive for Manitoba consumers to shop locally
to purchase their goods and services.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To acknowledge that the increase in the PST will
significantly encourage cross-border shopping and
put additional strain on the retail sector, especially
for those businesses located to—close to the Manitoba
borders.

(2) Is to urge the provincial government to
reverse its PST increase to ensure that Manitoba
consumers can shop affordably in Manitoba and
support local businesses.

And this petition is signed by R. Bertrand,
G. Bertrand and R. Lambert and many, many more
fine Manitobans.

Provincial Sales Tax Increase—Referendum

Mr. Reg Helwer (Brandon West): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba.

These are the reasons for this petition:

(1) The provincial government promised not to
raise taxes in the last election.
*(13:40)

(2) Through Bill 20, the provincial government
wants to increase the retail sales tax, known as the
PST, by one point without the legally required
referendum.

(3) An increase to the PST is excessive taxation
that will harm Manitoba families.

(4) Bill 20 strips Manitobans of their democratic
right to determine when major tax increases are
necessary.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To urge the provincial government to not raise
the PST without holding a provincial referendum.

Signed by J. Letkeman, W. Neufeld, N. Kehler
and many other Manitobans.

Municipal Amalgamations—Reversal

Mr. CIiff Cullen (Spruce Woods): | wish to present
the following petition to the Legislative Assembly.

The background to this petition is as follows:
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(1) The provincial government recently
announced plans to amalgamate any municipalities
with fewer than 1,000 constituents.

(2) The provincial government did not consult
with or notify the affected municipalities of this
decision prior to the Throne Speech announcement
on November 19th, 2012, and has further imposed
unrealistic deadlines.

(3) If the provincial government imposes
amalgamations, local democratic representation will
be drastically limited while not providing any real
improvements in cost savings.

(4) Local governments are further concerned that
amalgamation will fail to address the serious issues
currently facing municipalities, including an absence
of reliable infrastructure funding and timely flood
compensation.

(5) Municipalities deserve to be treated with
respect. Any amalgamations should be voluntary in
nature and led by the municipalities themselves.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Municipal
Government afford local governments the respect
they deserve and reverse his decision to force
municipalities with fewer than 1,000 constituents to
amalgamate.

This petition is signed by W. Jefferies,
D. Denning, K. McCloy and many other fine
Manitobans.

Mr. lan Wishart (Portage la Prairie): | wish to
present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba.

And the background to this petition is as
follows:

(1) The provincial government recently
announced plans to amalgamate any municipalities
with fewer than a thousand constituents.

(2) The provincial government did not consult
with or notify the affected municipalities of this
decision prior to the Throne Speech announcement
on November 19th, 2012, and has further imposed
unrealistic deadlines.

(3) If the provincial government imposes
amalgamations, local democratic representation will
be drastically limited and will-while not providing
any real improvements in cost savings.

(4) Local governments are further concerned
that amalgamation will fail to address the serious
issues currently affecting municipalities, including
an absence of reliable infrastructure funding and
timely fund—flood compensation.

(5) Municipalities deserve to be treated with
respect. Any amalgamations should be voluntary in
nature and led by the municipalities themselves.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request that the Minister of Municipal
Government afford local governments the respect
they deserve and reverse his decision to force
municipalities with fewer than a thousand
constituents to amalgamate.

This petition's signed by H. Penner, D. Derksen,
T. Penner and many, many more fine Manitobans.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to oral questions, I'd like to
draw the attention of all honourable members to the
public gallery where we have with us today members
of the Westwood Collegiate's Westwood Warriors
varsity volleyball teams, who are the guests of the
honourable Minister of Healthy Living and Seniors.

And also in the public gallery today, we have
with us today 55 grade 7 to 9 students who are
participants of the Lord Selkirk Junior Parliament
under the direction of Ms. Nadia Gorbay. These
students and their schools are located in the
constituencies of the honourable Minister of Housing
and Community Development (Mr. Bjornson) and
the honourable member for Selkirk (Mr. Dewar).

On behalf of all honourable members, we
welcome you here this afternoon.

ORAL QUESTIONS

Balanced Budget Law/PST Increase
Government Accountability

Mr. Brian Pallister (Leader of the Official
Opposition): Well, Mr. Speaker, the Premier has put
a price on his integrity of 1 per cent. He promised
that he wouldn't raise the PST and, of course, he's
proceeding to do just that. But it's not just the fact
that he is doing so, it's how he went about it.

Now, earlier this year, he called his senior
finance officials together and he told them-and, I'm
sure, much to their surprise-that he was going to
jack up the PST, and his top guy said, you know,
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there's a law, sir, there's a law. You have to have a
referendum first.

The Premier said, no, no, I'm going to ignore
that law. I'm going to ignore that law, and I'm going
to break two promises at the same time. First of all,
our party has always run on honouring the balanced
budget law; I'm going to break that promise. And
secondly, I ran, personally, and all my candidates
did, on not hiking the PST. I'm going to break that
promise too.

Now, why did the Premier break both those
promises and put himself above the law?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Mr. Speaker, before
the Leader of the Opposition asks questions of
others, maybe he could explain to us why he broke
his promise not to privatize the telephone system.
And it's been well over 15 years now. He's had every
opportunity to apologize to the people of Manitoba,
and he hasn't done it.

Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition
himself said that the balanced budget legislation
was not binding on future governments. Future
governments have a responsibility to act in the public
interest, and our jobs and economy plan is about
growing the Manitoba economy, steady growth in
the Manitoba economy, at a time of global economic
uncertainty and continuing sluggishness in the
recovery of the North American economy. It means
more jobs for young Manitobans. It means more
economic opportunity for people in Manitoba. It
means a brighter future because we have a clear plan
to move Manitoba forward.

Mr. Pallister: A brighter future with higher taxes
and fewer jobs, Mr. Speaker: That's not a brighter
future for anyone.

The balanced budget law is very, very clear—
very clear. It says before you can raise the PST, you
shall have a referendum. Shall: the strongest word, |
understand, in legislation. Shall have a referendum.
You shall ask the people.

But the Premier said, no, | don't like that law.
Even though | promised to uphold it, even though |
promised that | wouldn't raise taxes, why should |
obey a law? Why should the NDP government obey
a law? That's what the Premier said. He said, let's not
have a referendum. Let's add a clause in this tax hike
bill that says we're exempt from obeying the law.

Now, in golf a do-over is called a mulligan.
Now, what the Premier is saying to Manitobans is, |

want a double mulligan at your expense. First, | want
the right to break my promise on the PST. Secondly,
I want the right to break the balanced budget law too.

What right does the Premier of Manitoba have to
expect young people in this province to obey the
laws that he himself will not respect?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, the members on the
opposite side of the House seem to enjoy spending a
lot of time on the golf course. We on this side of
the House prefer to focus on jobs and the economy
[inaudible]

Mr. Speaker, when the '08-09 recession came,
every government in this country, regardless
of their political stripe, the federal Conservative
government that swore they would never ran a
deficit, realized that we need to do something to
keep the Canadian economy going when we had
the financial meltdown emerging out of Wall
Street.

Conservative governments in this country
ran deficits. Liberal governments ran deficits.
New Democratic governments joined with those
governments in an economic action plan to create
thousands of jobs in this country. We all did it
together because it was the right thing to do for the
country. It was the right thing to do for the global
economy.

Only the Leader of the Opposition wants to
spend his time playing golf and looking back
at the '90s and the law that he authorized that
hamstrung the future of Manitoba.

Mr. Pallister: Well, you'd think the Premier would
be good at golf because he's good at getting things in
the hole, like this Province's Treasury. But probably
he's not good at golf because everything goes too
hard to the left. And, of course, you have to play on
your honour and obey the rules of the game when

you play.

Now-but the Premier did a two for one on this
thing. He wanted to lump together his PST hike and
give himself a mulligan on the referendum at the
same time. He never went to a single PST hearing,
not one. He didn't want to hear from Manitobans. But
he doesn't want Manitobans to know that. So what
better way than a two for one? He puts the two really
bad ideas he's had this year-among many others,
these two take the cake—and he puts them into one
bill and then he only has half the pain of listening to
Manitobans.
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* (13:50)

Why would he ignore his senior officials? Why
would he ignore Manitobans and disrespect them and
why would he ignore the laws of our province?

Mr. Selinger: Mr. Speaker, another double bogey
from the Leader of the Opposition.

We come to this Legislature, Mr. Speaker, with
the responsibility to govern in the best interests of
the people of Manitoba and we do that with full
regard to the conditions that are in front of us.

And | can tell you, in '08-09 every government
in this country, regardless of their political stripe,
they saw the credit markets dry up. They saw interest
rates soar to 9, 10, 11 per cent. They saw private
investment evaporating. They saw the auto sector in
Ontario and the United States falling apart, and what
did governments do? Conservative governments
took ownership in private corporations to keep jobs
going in southern Manitoba. Other governments had
stimulus programs to create economic opportunities.
We all pulled together to make sure the global
economy resuscitated as quickly as possible.

We're about halfway through that process.
Manitoba has done extremely well. We've had
thousands of new jobs in this province. We have
people coming to live in Manitoba.

I was just at a conference at lunch hour today-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The honourable First
Minister's time has expired.

Interfacility Patient Transfer Policy
Case Concern (Carole Moroz)

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): Mr.
Speaker, just over two weeks ago a woman from
Komarno began to experience tightness in the chest
and other heart attack symptoms, and rather than
wait for an ambulance, her husband rushed to
hospital in Gimli. They arrived at 2 p.m. There was
no doctor on duty, but the nurse practitioner there
conducted some-no tests, but she took vital signs,
and because there was no doctor, the situation was
discussed, a call was placed, a decision was made to
transfer this woman to Arborg hospital even though
EMS personnel questioned that decision and even
though Arborg is further down the road. It's further
north and farther away from major hospitals where
doctors and nurses would have the knowledge, skills
and experience to undertake the clinical interventions
to treat that urgent cardiac arrest.

My question for the Minister of Health is: Why
transfer a heart attack victim from one local hospital
to a second, more remote local hospital? Is that
common? What's the policy?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): Well, Mr.
Speaker, | do thank the member for bringing this to
my attention. | wonder if, perhaps, he could share
some more details with me after question period so
that we could look into this matter.

Mr. Speaker, medical decisions are left to
medical professionals. This is not something that
comes from the Health Minister's office. | know that,
on the ground, those people on the front line, they
are trained to make those evaluations and make those
assessments. If something does go wrong, there are
critical incidents reporting in place to look at it.

Mr. Speaker, if the member could provide us
with a little bit more detail, my office would want to
look into that.

Mr. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, let's be clear. The
minister is responsible for policy.

Now, Carole and Steven Moroz arrived by
ambulance at that second hospital, at Arborg
hospital, where the doctor did EKG and blood work
and confirmed a heart attack. But there were no beds
at Arborg hospital even though the decision was
made to transfer her to that second hospital.

Can the Minister of Health please tell the House:
Why would someone experiencing a heart attack be
transferred from a first local hospital to a second
local, more remote hospital that has no available
beds?

Ms. Selby: Again, | would urge the member to bring
some information to me after question period so that,
if we aren't already looking into this matter, that my
office could do so.

Mr. Speaker, our priority is, of course, to find
the best patient care in the most efficient and the
safest manner. Now, decisions are made at the front
line by medical professionals, and those decisions
are made according to what's happening right in front
of those medical professionals, and a number of
other criteria come into play. But I can assure you
the priority for Manitoba Health across the province
is to provide safe, efficient and high quality health
care.

Mr. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, | want the minister to be
clear. This is a huge policy concern and she is in
charge, or should be.
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But the situation gets worse from there. There's
no beds available at Arborg hospital, so Carole
couldn't be admitted to hospital. So the situation was
discussed, a call was placed and a decision made to
transfer her to a third hospital, Selkirk hospital.

Now, the minister knows that with a heart attack
early treatment can prevent or limit damage to the
tissue. Acting fast can save your life.

So | ask the minister: Why would a patient be
transferred from a first hospital to a second, more
remote local hospital, only to be transferred to a third
hospital? Who makes these decisions and what is the
policy behind these decisions?

Ms. Selby: Again, | will request that the member
please speak to me after question period so that, if he
hasn't provided this information to my office, that we
will look into it.

Mr. Speaker, it's why we have critical incident
reporting, so that people don't bury things under the
rug, so that people will talk about what happened. If
something went wrong in a particular situation, we
want to get to the bottom of this.

Mr. Speaker, | can tell you the decisions are
made in the front line by medical professionals.
These are not decisions that are made by the Health
Minister, by the Health Department. The people in
the front line evaluate, triage and make those
decisions.

But, Mr. Speaker, if something went wrong, we
want to talk about it, we want to learn from it. We
don't want to bury it under rug like they used to do.

Interfacility Patient Transfer Policy
Case Concern (Carole Moroz)

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): My colleague from
Morden-Winkler outlined very well what had
occurred on November 3rd to my constituent Carole
Moroz. She literally got a tour of the Interlake in
the back of an ambulance, from home in Komarno
to Gimli to Arborg to Selkirk to St. Boniface,
225 kilometres, Mr. Speaker, unbelievable.

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to ask the Minister of
Health if policy was followed, yes or no?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): Of course,
our hearts go out to patients if they've experienced a
difficult transition through our health-care system.
We want everybody to receive the best care in
the most timely manner. It's why we work with
health authorities, with patients and, of course, with

everyone within the department, that if something
doesn't go according to how we would like it to go-
and that, of course, would be best patient care-that
we look into it and find out what happened. And, Mr.
Speaker, we will do the same in this case.

Mr. Eichler: I'd like to table for the House a detailed
map showing the ride that Carole Moroz went on, a
ride that—and fortunately, did save her life in the end.
No one-no one-should have to go under what Carole
had to go through.

Mr. Speaker, | ask this Minister of Health what
assurances that this will not happen again to anyone
else in the province of Manitoba.

Ms. Selby: Might I say, | am glad that this turned out
better in the end for the patient, but, of course, a very
scary journey that we would not want to see-to
happen to anyone.

It's why we've put measures in place like the
STARS helicopter, so that if somebody is in a remote
area, a difficult area to reach, that we can reach them.
It's why we're bringing health care closer to families,
why we're opening, whether it be QuickCare clinics
or access centres, around the province, making sure
people have access to a family doctor.

But, Mr. Speaker, when something goes wrong
in a case, we can't bury it under the rug. We can't
hide it. We need to talk about it. And that's why we
do have legislation that insists on critical incident
reporting, so that we can figure out, if something did
go wrong in this particular case, figure out why and
make sure it doesn't happen again.

Mr. Eichler: Mr. Speaker, Carole almost lost her
life. Let's be very clear here. The Moroz family
believes that staff did everything that they could and
followed policy outlined by this government. The
Moroz family went through more than anybody
could expect.

The map that I tabled shows this government
needs to be clear in what policy needs to be
followed. Mr. Speaker, with the on-off-on-off
closures of the Teulon hospital, the Morozs were not
sure whether or not they should take them to Teulon.
Things may have been different if we knew that the
ER was open.

Mr. Speaker, | ask this minister to ensure that
not only Teulon but the other 18 ERs are open and
remain open. Can they do that for all Manitobans
today?
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Ms. Selby: | can assure you that on this side of the
House we are doing what we can to make sure that
there is medical health all across this province. We
want people to have good quality care no matter
where they live, and it's why we have been working
with communities, with health-care authorities to
make sure they are.

And we have had success in that area, Mr.
Speaker. The closure of the Virden ER was a
troubling area, but we worked together with the local
RHA and the community, and that ER is back open.

Mr. Speaker, on this side of the House we won't
give up on any patient, on any community. We're
going to keep working with them to make sure that
everyone has a health-care system we feel they
deserve.

* (14:00)

Interfacility Patient Transfer Policy
Case Concern (Carole Moroz)

Mr. Cameron Friesen (Morden-Winkler): Mr.
Speaker, this minister just said that they are
experiencing success. | think that's a callous thing to
say when Carole's husband, Steven, is sitting in the
gallery this afternoon and joins us here today.

But, Mr. Speaker, it gets worse, because after all
that stress and all that elapsed time and interfacility
transfers from one to a second to a third hospital,
Carole went into major cardiac arrest after arriving at
Selkirk. CPR was administered, she was stabilized,
and because of her heart attack there, the situation
was discussed, a call was placed and that decision
was made to transfer her to a fourth hospital, St.
Boniface.

Carole almost died. She's recovering at home.
Steve is here and Steve said because of all-did the
stress of all those multiple and illogical interfacility
transfers contribute to Carole's cardiac arrest at
Selkirk hospital?

| ask the minister: Did it?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): Of course, it
must have been a very difficult time for this family.
My heart goes out to someone who has faced a
difficult time with a loved one, and | am glad to hear
that Carole is recovering, but it sounds like it was
very stressful time.

Mr. Speaker, | can assure the family members
here that a critical incident will be looked into. Any
incident in this province where people don't feel that

correct care was given, should the case be that
something went wrong, should the case be that there
was a mistake made, that's what the critical incident
reporting will do. We won't hide from it. We won't
bury it. We won't keep it a secret. We'll keep it open
so that people can learn if something went wrong,
and if it did, how we can make sure it doesn't happen
again.

Mr. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, the real question is, why
doesn't the minister yet know about a situation and
how much goes on right under her nose that she's not
aware of?

But, Mr. Speaker, it gets worse again, because
back at that second hospital in Arborg, because there
were no beds, calls were placed and a decision was
almost made to transfer Carole even farther north to
Fisher Branch or Ashern. A doctor later disclosed
that that decision would have killed her. She would
have been so remote that advanced cardiovascular
life support care that she needed simply would
have been out of reach. So this patient was
transferred from a first to a second to a third and
almost to a more remote third hospital. It's illogical.
It's inefficient. It nearly cost Carole her life.

And so | ask the minister again: What is the
policy when it comes to interfacility transfers for
patients with life-threatening medical emergencies?
Is this the new mobile clinic approach they're talking
about in the Throne Speech?

Ms. Selby: Again, Mr. Speaker, these kind of
decisions are made by medical professionals. They're
made by people on the ground in the facility. They're
not made by politicians and nor should they be.

Now, Mr. Speaker, should a decision have been
made that is perhaps incorrect, if something has gone
wrong in a particular case, we're going to look into it.

But I can tell you right now decisions like this
should not be made by politicians. They should be
made by medical professionals.

Mr. Speaker: The honourable member for
Morden-Winkler, on a final supplementary.

Mr. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, it sure sounds a lot like
the minister's blaming the front-line workers in the
system. Policy is her job.

You know, and | have to be clear. As Steven and
Carole explained their story, at no point did they
blame front-line care workers. But what's clear—but
what is clear is that this is a system under stress, a
system where resources are strained to the breaking
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point, a system where there aren't enough doctors or
hospital beds and a system that lacks clear policies
of where to send a patient who's suffering a major
life-threatening emergency.

Mr. Speaker, the Moroz family is seeking
answers. With Steve present and Carole listening
from home, will this minister give an answer to this
Manitoba family who had to experience this terrible
ordeal, this absurd odyssey that nearly cost Carole
her life? Will she investigate? Will she report and
will she do something about this?

Ms. Selby: Well, yes, Mr. Speaker, as | said, we will
look into this. We will review all the facts, and if
something is not being done as it should, we will
review it and that will be changed, because our
policy is to make sure that people get the best, the
safest, the most efficient medical care, that they get
triaged according to their medical need and not
according to their pocketbook.

Ambulance Response Times
Rural Manitoba

Mr. Cliff Graydon (Emerson): We're not sure what
constitutes a critical incident. After four hospitals,
you would think that's critical. She should have
known about it.

Ted Sabourin lives east of the Red River near St.
Jean where he has lived all his life. Until now he has
felt safe at home, but not anymore. Ted suffered a
fall at home and had suffered severe bleeding. He
had the opportunity to call his son-in-law—or son
that lives down the road. His daughter-in-law, being
a nurse, could not stop the bleeding. They made a
call to 911. Ninety minutes later—-90 minutes later—
the ambulance got 7 miles from the hospital to Ted
Sabourin's home.

I want to ask the minister: Is 90 minutes an
acceptable wait time?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): Again, |
would urge the member to speak with me after
question period. If there's details that my office is not
aware of, we would like to hear.

Mr. Speaker, when a family member is ill, when
there's somebody suffering nearby, when you're hurt,
nobody wants to have to wait. People need to have
care as needed, and we are doing what we can to
make sure that there is emergency response times.
We know that in rural Manitoba emergency calls are
up and our response time is down, but if there are
pockets around the province where perhaps we could

do better, we want to know about it. It's why we have
done an extensive review of paramedic services
across the province and why we're working with
paramedics to make sure that we are doing better
everywhere in Manitoba.

Mr. Graydon: Well, Mr. Speaker, they've closed
19 ERs to date. That's the type of service that we're
getting in rural Manitoba. That's front-line services
that are being cut to Manitobans.

| raised the issue of emergency service when
the St. Jean bridge was dynamited in February. The
community raised it again as well.

It took 90 minutes for medical care to arrive at
emergency, which is completely unacceptable. To
make things worse, the ambulance drivers were
unfamiliar with the area. The ambulance, like all
ambulances in this province, are not equipped with
GPS. The municipalities, however, have GPS on
every residence in Manitoba. The ambulance couldn't
find their way. Thirty minutes, they weren't there, a
phone call; 30 minutes later, another phone call;
90 minutes.

Does this minister think that 90 minutes is
acceptable wait time for an ambulance 7 miles from
a hospital?

Ms. Selby: Let me just say one more time that we
have seen a significant increase in the number of
calls that our rural paramedics are taking and yet,
although we've seen an increase overall, their times
have gone down in their response time. Mr. Speaker,
if there are pockets where we could do better, we
want to know about that. It's why we conducted
the EMS review. It's why we're working with EMS
providers across the province, because if there's areas
where we can do better, of course, we want to.

We're working with every community to make
sure that they have accessible and timely health care.

Mr. Graydon: Well, Mr. Speaker, the issue of
emergency services were raised with the-by the
residents of St. Jean when the MIT dynamited their
bridge connecting St. Jean west with St. Jean east.
But confusion will only continue when they close the
bridge on 23 Highway which will make it now a
14-mile trip down the east side.

So, Mr. Speaker, front-line services are being cut
throughout rural Manitoba. Does this minister and
her government believe that they can treat rural
Manitobans as second-class citizens, or does she
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believe that 90 minutes is acceptable wait time for
anyone in Manitoba?

Ms. Selby: Mr. Speaker, | think when we're talking
about emergency care it is very important we put
facts on the record and not scare people needlessly.

Mr. Speaker, we have—for that very reason, we
have land service, we have air service, we have a
helicopter. That is why we offer all those services to
get to remote areas in Manitoba, whether it's the
STARS helicopter, whether it's one of our air
transport planes or whether it's rural ambulances.

We are working with communities. And to be
very clear, we're not the ones who fired a thousand
nurses. We're not the ones who drove doctors out of
this province. We're working with communities to
make sure they do have health care.

Personal-Care Home Wait Times
Prairie Mountain Health Region

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Riding Mountain): | think
that was a pathetic comment by a minister who's
responsible for all Manitobans in this province and
the health care.

* (14:10)

Mr. Speaker, the wait for personal-care
placement in Manitoba is disturbing. In the Prairie
Mountain Health region alone 140 people are
currently waiting in hospital beds for personal-care
home placement.

Because of such high numbers in such a large
region, PCH patients are being moved to alternative
facilities that may be hundreds of kilometres outside
their home community. More than one family in
Russell had to face this decision. They were told
that their loved one would be transferred to Baldur
personal-care home while waiting for a closer
placement. This is over 300 Kkilometres or a
three-and-a-half-hour drive one way for family to
visit.

Mr. Speaker, does the Minister of Health believe
that placing family members three and a half hours
from their home community is the right care in the
right place?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): Of course,
we value our seniors, and we want to make sure that
they live their lives out in a safe, comfortable place,
a place that they can call home.

It's why, in 2011, we have built more—announced
a strategy to build more personal-care home beds, to

build more personal-care homes. Mr. Speaker, we've
got $200 million going towards building new
personal-care homes to support seniors, because, of
course, we know seniors do want to live closer to
home.

But | have to ask, will this member vote to
support that?

Mr. Speaker: | just want to caution all honourable
members. | know we have a new microphone system
in the Assembly here, and it perhaps takes some
getting used to; I know it does for me. But | want to
ask for your co-operation to make sure that our
books that we use here and the papers that we have
before us are not placed on top of the microphone,
because it becomes very difficult for our Hansard
recorders here to capture the questions and answers
and speeches that are in the Assembly. So I'm asking
for your co-operation to make sure that the
microphones are kept clear so that we can have a
clear recording.

Mrs. Rowat: Mr. Speaker, 140 people in the Prairie
Mountain regional health authority are waiting in
acute-care beds for placement in a PCH. Another 229
are waiting in the community.

Mr. Speaker, on the Manitoba government
website, under the personal-care home placement, it
says, and | quote: You and your family may wish to
visit several homes before deciding which one or
ones you would choose.

Well, | ask the minister: How many
overcrowded personal-care homes does she think
these families likely will pass on their three-and-a-
half-hour drive to Baldur?

Ms. Selby: Mr. Speaker, since we came into office,
we've been expanding home care, we've been adding
more supportive housing and we've created about a
thousand new personal-care home beds. In fact, there
are currently 300 new beds under development and
also in Morden, Lac du Bonnet, Winnipeg.

Mr. Speaker, | can tell seniors around this
province that what we won't be doing is privatizing
health care, cutting home-care services or
introducing home-care user fees, something the
Leader of the Opposition did when he was in
government.

Mrs. Rowat: Mr. Speaker, today we're asking this
minister to be accountable to her policies and her
decisions, and she's failing to do that.
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Mr. Speaker, there are 140 individuals in the
Prairie Mountain region occupying hospital beds
while waiting for PCH placement. CIHI indicates
that the average cost of a Manitoba hospital stay as
$5,400 per day. With the Prairie Mountain health
region indicating 94 days as an average wait for
PCH placement, this practice could be costing over
$500,000 a day, and that's one region. Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority has 82 currently waiting
in hospital, 108 in the Interlake-Eastern. These
numbers are staggering.

Mr. Speaker, does the minister believe this is
the best her government can do? Why has her
government not acted sooner on what has now
become a serious crisis—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
member's time has expired.

The honourable

Ms. Selby: On this side of the House we respect
seniors. We respect that they want to make a choice
of where they want to live and whether that may
be home-care supports, Mr. Speaker, and in some
cases it means a personal-care home. But we do
want those seniors to make a choice, and it's why
we're building more personal-care homes. It's why
we're not freezing health-care capital like they did
when they were in office.

Daycare Spaces
Wait Times

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, instead of committing the desperately
needed additional 40 to 50 million dollars for
the children of Manitoba, for the basic human
infrastructure for the future of our province, for child
care and early childhood education, the Premier
boasted that he's created 12,000 new child-care
spaces.

We know that as of the end of September there
were nearly 12,000 names on the Province's central
waiting list for child care.

I ask the government: Is the Premier saying that
he's now solved the problem, that as of today these
12,000 people on the waiting list have places?
There's absolutely no families on the waiting list? Is
that what he's saying?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Mr. Speaker, that's
not what we're saying. We're saying that since we've
come to office, against-votes against every budget
we've ever had, including the member from River
Heights, we have tripled the amount of funding

going into daycare and we've doubled—more than
doubled the number of daycare spaces in the
province. There were—there are now 28,000 daycare
spaces in Manitoba, 12,000 more than when the
Leader of the Opposition was in government and
daycare spaces and daycare budgets were being
cut. We've increased wages for daycare workers by
54 per cent, and we've introduced the first ever
pension plan for daycare workers in the province.
And now, after having completed our plan, we are
out consulting Manitobans again about how to
further improve daycare in Manitoba.

We have a growing economy. We have a
younger population. We have people that want to
come from around the world to live in Manitoba.
They want to work in Manitoba. They want to raise
a family in Manitoba. And we want a first-class
daycare system to support them. That's something
we've had in spite of all the votes against it by the
members opposite.

Early Childhood Educators
Wage Increases

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
so there's still 12,000 children waiting because of
poor budgeting and poor planning by this
government.

Mr. Speaker, recruitment and retention for
early childhood education—educators is certainly
necessary to offer the child-care spaces. But
because of the short-sighted mismanagement by this
NDP government, more than a third of Manitoba’s
child-care centres have to operate with licence
exemptions because they can't get enough trained
staff.

Now, the Premier yesterday made claims of an
expansion of the child-care program in Manitoba,
and | ask the Premier today: By what date is the
proclaimed 56 per cent increase in wages that he
mentioned supposed to begin in his new plan, and
is this increase in wages specifically for early
childhood educators?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the
54 per cent increase in wages is already fully
implemented. Salaries were less than $20,000 a year
for a daycare worker. They're now well over
$32,000 a year.

And the member needs to know that we are
doing a record amount of training. When | travel to
Dauphin, | see the new Assiniboine Community
College facility there, |1 see a new daycare centre
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there and | see young people from the region training
to be daycare workers. When | go out into the
schools, for the first time in the history of the
province, new daycares are being built in every new
school we build. And we are increasing daycare
training at St. Boniface university, at Assiniboine
Community College, at Red River Community
College. And people that are working in daycare
actually can work in daycare and get training at the
same time, so they can have a salary while they're
learning and advancing their skills to be good quality
child-care workers. This is a plan that has made a
very big difference in daycare.

As a matter of fact, we call it early childhood
learning centres now because there's a curriculum
there that prepares young people for schools.

Affordable Daycare
Government Intention

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
there's still 12,000 children waiting because of poor
budgeting and poor planning.

Now, the Premier seems very eager to make
claims of child-care and early childhood education
expansion, but what's happening is that there are
more and more corporate chains moving in to fill in
where a lack of spaces exists. With the government's
current rigid subsidy policy, as opposed to Quebec's
one system for all, two-income families in our
province are seeing their incomes cut in half by
having a parent stay at home or paying the equivalent
to an extra mortgage or more than an annual
university tuition on their daycare fees.

I ask the Premier: What is this government's plan
to provide truly accessible child care without
draining the pockets of Manitoba's middle-class
families?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): First of all, we have
a plan to make sure Manitobans have employment
and good jobs. That's our plan, and we're following
through on that.

And secondly, we've kept our daycare fees
among the lowest in the country, and tuition fees at
colleges and universities are the second or third
lowest in the country, depending on what institution
you have. And any student that graduates from a
university program, including an early childhood
learning program, and works in Manitoba will get
60 per cent of their tuition back when they do that
and make their home in Manitoba.

* (14:20)

The Leader of the Opposition was part of a
federal government that cut the national daycare
program. We took that over; we funded it a hundred
per cent. The leader-the ex-leader of the Liberal
Party voted against every budget when we expanded
daycare in Manitoba. Mr. Speaker, it's not bragging.
It's not bragging to say we have doubled the amount
of daycare spaces in the province, we've paid for it,
and everybody opposite has voted against it.

Power Smart Program
Public Consultations

Mr. Rob Altemeyer (Wolseley): That was a great
answer, Mr. Speaker. I'm looking forward to another
one.

It's kind of fun to watch the opposition parties
flail around from one issue to another. I'm more
fascinated by what we don't hear about from the
opposition benches here. We don't hear many
questions about Manitoba's booming economy.
We're only triple the national average in our labour
productivity. We don't hear about that.

As your economy grows, wouldn't you know
it, you need more electricity. Oh, Manitoba Hydro,
haven't heard about that since a little announcement
with Saskatchewan, have me?

Well, I'm wondering if the honourable Minister
for Manitoba Hydro might be able to tell us a thing
or two about some neat new initiatives on energy
efficiency for Manitobans.

Hon. Stan Struthers (Minister responsible for
Manitoba Hydro): Well, I'd love to, Mr. Speaker.

First of all, it's expected that within the decade
Manitoba could run out of electricity. We could
run out of power. If we do nothing, like members
opposite have told us to, that certainly will come to
pass. We're taking a responsible, balanced approach
to meeting the energy demands of the future because
we do have an economy that's growing and a
population that's growing.

And by using less energy at home, we can sell
more on the export market, which members opposite
are opposed to, Mr. Speaker. This in turn subsidizes
our rates here to keep our rates amongst the lowest
on the continent. Through loans and rebates and
incentives, Power Smart has saved Manitoba families
and businesses millions of dollars, $845 million at
last count, and we can do—
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Mr. Speaker: Order, please.
The honourable minister's time has expired.

Interfacility Patient Transfer
Case Concern

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): On July 18th
the former minister of Health said the ER in
Beausejour-the ERs in Beausejour and Pinawa
would be open all summer, and then on August 12th
she changed her story, saying that it wouldn't be. It
seems like the new minister doesn't really know
what's happening, so I'm going to give her another
chance today.

A patient from Beausejour had to go through
five emergency rooms before getting to one that
could help him, 200 kilometres away from home.

Mr. Speaker, do | really need to table a map
for this minister? Two hundred kilometres from
Beausejour to Eriksdale. Really?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): I can tell the
member across the way that the reason why we're
working with communities and RHAs is to make
sure that there is access to health care, Mr. Speaker.
We're making sure that when people walk into an
emergency room, they can see a doctor, they can see
a nurse. And those communities that have been
working to find one, we're working with them to
make sure we are recruiting.

But | need to be really clear, Mr. Speaker, that
when a patient walks into an ER and there is a nurse
there, that nurse is trained to be able to triage a
patient, to determine what is the best care for that
patient and to determine if that patient should be seen
elsewhere. That's a medical professional that makes
that decision.

Vita and District Health Centre
ER Reopening Timeline

Mr. Dennis Smook (La Verendrye): Mr. Speaker,
on October 17th, 2012, the Vita emergency room
was closed on a temporary basis. The community
was ensured that it would reopen in a couple of
weeks. This emergency room has been closed for
13 months.

The Premier (Mr. Selinger) is on record saying
there's nothing more important than ensuring your
family gets the care they need regardless of where
they live.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the minister: When will the
Vita ER reopen, or is this just another broken NDP
promise?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, we're the party that has been bringing more
doctors to rural Manitoba. There are now more than
120 doctors working in rural Manitoba.

But we know we want more doctors, and
that's why we have a commitment to hire 200 more
doctors, 50 physician's assistants. So far we've hired
61 of those this year and, Mr. Speaker, we will keep
working until we get the job done.

Emergency On-Call Services
Rural Manitoba

Mr. CIliff Cullen (Spruce Woods): Well, Mr.
Speaker, 19 emergency rooms closed under the
NDP's watch and counting.

Not only this, Mr. Speaker, but we have many
ERs that now share on-call services. Glenboro,
Carberry have been doing this for two years; there's
no change in sight in that regard. Additionally, we've
got three communities in southwestern Manitoba
sharing ER. We've got Killarney, Boissevain,
Deloraine working in rotation on ER on call.

This results in many Manitobans being a
hundred miles away from an open emergency room.
This is a matter of life and death. I've raised the issue
with the previous minister, no results to date.

I'm going to ask this new minister: What is she
going to do for residents of rural Manitoba?

Hon. Erin Selby (Minister of Health): Mr.
Speaker, there's only one party in this House that's
cut $37 million from rural health and it's that party.

On this side of the House, we're not going to fire
a thousand nurses. We're not going to run doctors
out of the province. We're going to work with
communities to keep health care in communities,
close to families.

Mr. Speaker: Time for oral questions has expired.
MEMBERS' STATEMENTS

Mr. Speaker: It's now time for members' statements.
Order, please. Order, please.

Westwood Warriors Volleyball

Hon. Sharon Blady (Minister of Healthy Living
and Seniors within the Department of Health):
Mr. Speaker, | would like to recognize some
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amazing displays of athleticism taking place in
my constituency. Joining us today in the gallery
are members of Westwood Collegiate's Westwood
Warriors varsity volleyball teams.

These athletes have ruled the court this
year, earning their spot among the province's
highest ranking varsity volleyball teams. Currently,
the varsity girls team is ranked third in Manitoba,
while the varsity boys are ranked fourth.

Of course, behind any great sports team is the
hard work and commitment of their coach. Brian
Schmeichel, coach of the varsity boys team, was
recently named Subway Urban Coach of the Month.
Brian is a dedicated coach, investing hours of his
personal time and coaching with a demeanour that
inspires confidence and hard work. Having coached
at Westwood for nine years, he has been instrumental
in laying the groundwork for the team's current
success.

Erica Reimer is new to coaching the varsity girls
team, but in previous years worked with the junior
varsity team. Having coached much of her current
roster since grade 9, she has helped them hone their
skills to become the brilliant athletes they are today.

The impact that coaches make in our lives stays
with us forever. Thank you, coaches; you are
incredible role models for these students.

This weekend, both teams compete in
regionals, with provincial championships set to run
November 27th to December 2nd. | wish both teams
the best of luck as you fight to reach No. 1. You are
making those close to you so proud and have built an
incredible reputation for your school.

Mr. Speaker, to close, |1 would ask leave to table
the names of the volleyball players, so that they may
appear in Hansard. Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Is there leave of the House to permit
the names of the members of the volleyball team to
appear in today's Hansard? [Agreed]

Members of the Westwood Warriors varsity girls
volleyball: Coach Erica Reimer, Lindsay Anderson,
Hannah Brooks, Celina Dyck, Lexie Erickson, Katie
Hamm, Emily Hollins, Brittany Kaminsky, Nikki
Majewski, Avery Munday, Tyneille Neufeld, Hailey
Witt, Mikayla Woodward, Brooklyn Yakiwchuk.

Members of the Westwood Warriors varsity
boys volleyball: Coach Brian Schmeichel, Ryan
Bisgnano, Kurtis Brakel, Connor Brooks, Jordy
Jamieson, Jordan Lira, Josh Lobo, Matt

McCourquodale-Bauer, Kyle McCoy, Brady Nault,
Drey Rannard, Connor Schmidt, Mack Vargas.

Hilary Hanson and Don Seymour:
Friends of the Harte Tralil

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): | rise today
to thank two of Charleswood's dedicated volunteers,
Hilary Hanson and Don Seymour. Hilary and Don
have played an integral role with the Friends of the
Harte Trail for the last 14 years.

In July 2000, a group of concerned citizens
known as the Friends of the Harte Trail officially
opened the multi-use pathway. Don and Hilary
served as presidents of the organization over the next
several years.

Mr. Speaker, the volunteers have been pioneers
in environmental protection, conservation and
education. They set out 13 years ago to preserve a
valuable strip of land, originally known as the Grand
Trunk Pacific Railway. The strip of land was slated
for a roadway development, but the volunteers
worked hard to protect the land in its natural state,
developing Winnipeg's first rail-to-trail conversions.
They planted countless native Manitoba trees and
shrubs, developed a native prairie garden and
worked closely with the City of Winnipeg naturalists'
office to ensure expansion of the trail in the most
environmentally friendly way possible. The Harte
Trail, now also part of the national Trans Canada
Trail, is the spine in the—in a network of trails in
southwest Winnipeg.

Volunteers maintain the trail and remain vigilant
about its upkeep. One of the last things that Don
and Hilary wanted to happen is now complete. To
commemorate Charleswood's centennial year, the
Friends of the Harte Trail chose to install a historic
sign east of Elmhurst, close to the location where
Pacific Junction station and the Searle grain elevator
once stood. Old pictures show the two structures as
well as that of the last steam engine on the tracks
before diesel engines took over. Two other photos
are of the Prairie Dog Central, the historic train that
was the last to use the tracks before they were pulled

up.
* (14:30)

So, with this last project completed, Hilary and
Don have announced that they will be retiring from
the boards of the Friends of the Harte Trail. They
hope to devote more of their time to their home and
their yard, as well as travel and bike on trails in other
countries.
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On behalf of the residents of Charleswood, |
would like to extend a huge thank you to Hilary and
Don for their vision and dedication over the last
13 years. They have improved the lives of our
residents by ensuring that this trail has become a
fabric of our community.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Norwood Lawn Bowling Club

Ms. Christine Melnick (Riel): Today I'd like to
celebrate the contributions of the Norwood lawn
bowling community to ‘comu’-the Norwood Lawn
Bowling Club to community life in the constituency
of Riel.

Founded in 1927, the Norwood Lawn Bowling
Club's first greens were built at Coronation Park
on Taché Avenue. By 1931, the Norwood Lawn
Bowling Club was one of 19 bowling clubs in
Winnipeg, attracting people from all walks of life
who valued healthy recreation and fellowship.

Like all organizations animated by the spirit of
volunteerism, fundraising events were soon planned
to help build a new club. The women of the
Norwood Lawn Bowling Club spearheaded several
programs, including silver teas and evenings of whist
and bridge to enable the club to expand and be of
greater service to the community. Their efforts made
with—met with success and the club built a log cabin
clubhouse in 1935.

The Norwood Lawn Bowling Club was initially
established as a men's-only club, but in 1941 the
women associated with the club formed their own
division—right on, sisters—known as the Norwood
Coronation Ladies Lawn Bowling Association.
During the Second World War, the club held
tournaments to raise funds to support the war effort,
including a gift to the Canadian Navy ship, the
HMCS St. Boniface, and a tournament in aid of the
Athletic Patriotic Association.

In 1965, the Norwood club partnered with the
Masonic Lodge 110 to build a new facility that
would house them both. The new facilities featured a
solarium, a meeting room, office and dressing space,
as well as a 100-seat lodge room, an assembly room,
bowling equipment storage and kitchen facilities.
This relationship continued until 1991, when the club
moved to its present location at 1212 Dakota Street.

The Norwood club has always been very active,
and several of these outstanding members have
joined us in the gallery today. Prominent Norwood

bowlers include Bev Shafirka, Elaine Jones, Bob and
Betty Van Walleghem, Pete Williams, Glen Monk,
Rob Law, Emilie and Reno Ammazzini. These are
also about-there are also about 80 other members
and everyone contributes to the club in one way or
another.

In 2014, the Norwood Lawn Bowling Club will
host the major Canadian championships for the
seventh time in its history, and | ask all members to
join me in wishing them every success.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.
Neelin High School Choirs

Mr. Reg Helwer (Brandon West): | am pleased to
rise in the Manitoba Legislature today to recognize
the Ecole Secondaire Neelin High School choirs. The
choirs are under the direction of Carolyn Gwyer who
continues the tradition of strong vocal performances
from Neelin. The choir program at Neelin was
established in 1967. The choirs are in Winnipeg for
three days to perform at ChoralFest Manitoba. This
is an annual festival organized by the Manitoba
Choral Association. It allows choirs and conductors a
chance to participate in workshops with notable
adjudicators and clinicians from all over Canada.

The Neelin choirs performed yesterday,
Wednesday, November 20th, 2013, in the Legislature
on the main stairway. Ms. Gwyer told me this is
a great place for the choirs to perform as the
acoustics are very good. The choirs performed for
over an hour and demonstrated their command
of a very wide repertoire. From pieces recognizing
Remembrance Day to Christmas pieces, the various
choirs entertained the noon-hour audience.

Mr. Speaker, 1 am always thrilled when | am
able to welcome people from Brandon, and yesterday
was another fine example of the talent resident in
Brandon schools. | wish them well in ChoralFest and
am certain that they are great representatives of
Brandon and Manitoba.

Thank you to Ms. Carolyn Gwyer and the
67 students in the Ecole Secondaire Neelin High
School choirs.

Little Red Spirit

Mr. Rob Altemeyer (Wolseley): Mr. Speaker, a
caring and supportive learning environment is an
integral part of early childhood development. A
child's first five years are the essential building
blocks to their success later in life. Children are more
likely to succeed from a young age if they can begin
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school healthy, safe and ready to learn, which is
exactly what the Little Red Spirit Aboriginal Head
Start Program in my constituency provides.

Programs like Manitoba Aboriginal Head Start
empower young children with culturally appropriate,
early childhood education programs. Teaching in
Ojibwa and Cree, Little Red Spirit uses a holistic
approach to early childhood development. By
promoting positive parenting, nutrition, physical
health, literacy and community development, they
are helping kids develop the skills they need to
become strong, happy and healthy people. They give
each child and family the tools they need to grow in
every part of their lives.

Little Red Spirit's programing involves children
experiencing their culture and language first-hand.
From drum making to medicine picking, community
walks and field trips, the children are immersed in
learning opportunities that promote positive cultural
identity. These are truly some of the best ways to
encourage confidence and curiosity in our young.

By focusing on the spiritual, emotional,
intellectual and physical needs of the child and the
parents, Little Red Spirit provides families the
opportunities to help themselves grow together.
Offering services to families like this, as a whole,
means that children and parents alike are supported
in ways that strengthen everyone.

I'd like to welcome some of the staff, parents and
some of our wonderful young learners from the Little
Red Spirit to the Legislative Assembly today.
Programs like yours promote stronger communities
and stronger families. Little Red Spirit is a fantastic
example of how best to grow-help our children grow
into eager and involved individuals.

Thank you very much.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

THRONE SPEECH
(Seventh Day of Debate)

Mr. Speaker: Now, on the—to resume the adjourned
debate on the proposed motion of the honourable
member for Burrows (Ms. Wight), and it's standing
in the name of the honourable member for The Pas,
who has 27 minutes remaining.

Mr. Frank Whitehead (The Pas): Mr. Speaker, |
was saying yesterday how fortunate | was to be part
of progressive communities in my constituency,

always looking forward, moving forward, growing
their local economies, creating jobs, creating
opportunities for the people—young people, building
better educational facilities, better opportunities in
training, apprenticeship programs.

Mr. Speaker, | think, with-all these oppor-
tunities, that are available to my friends and relatives
in my area, is because we have an excellent
relationship through this government and the policies
that this government has to allow the communities to
grow in my region—very grateful for that. As my—
during my term as a leader in my home community,
for example, I've had the distinct pleasure of
planning what would-what our future would look
like 15, 20, 30 years ahead of us, and for me it
was important that a government of the day, this
government here, was able to look that far and wide,
far enough that those children that are in the grade
schools right now can actually see what's ahead of
them and can look forward to those graduating days,
knowing that they will have opportunity, jobs,
training and higher education in northern Manitoba.
It makes me feel secure, and it makes the parents feel
secure, as well, that there is a bright future ahead of
them.

* (14:40)

We talk about building a stronger economy in
Manitoba, and it's important that we focus on jobs—
more jobs in all sectors: private, public jobs that
families and communities can build their futures
around; jobs in the energy industry, infrastructure,
transportation industries, tourism industry; public
sectors at all levels. Mr. Speaker, we can see the light
at the end of the tunnel with these kind of policies
that we have with this government that our
communities can tap into the resources that are made
available for them.

Building, repairing and expanding our infra-
structure creates jobs, and | know that the people in
northern Manitoba will take full advantage of those
opportunities. It will give them an opportunity to
learn more about the level-the industry that they're
involved in and perhaps be more involved in the area
of ownership of businesses down the road, and it
makes Manitoba a better place to live. Not just
northern Manitoba, but all of Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, | know that we are planning—when
we plan for the future, we know that through our
commitments there is excitement. There is other
sectors in our communities that are willing to invest
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in the future. One example is the entrepreneurial
spirit that is alive and well amongst Manitoba's Metis
community. Just last week in fact, the Manitoba
Metis Federation hosted a successful trade show,
bringing together leaders in the Metis business
community. That to me signals that we are moving
forward in a positive manner.

And northern Manitoba holds enormous
economic potential because of the policies that we
have. It is estimated that hydro and mining
development, for example, will drive the demand for
thousands of skilled workers in northern Manitoba in
the decade ahead, providing northern Manitobans
with skills training, ensuring they are positioned to
get these jobs, which, in turn, will drive the local
economy.

As part of our work on Opportunities North, we
will bring together UCN-University College of the
North—the Northern Sector Council and community
leaders to focus on matching skills training with
specific employment opportunities in the North.
That's commitment from this government to all of
Manitoba but specifically in northern Manitoba. I'm
very grateful that this government has a vision that is
all-inclusive, because it's all about growth—-growth
and jobs, the economy, with the involvement of
people at the local levels, regional levels.

Mr. Speaker, there are many other reasons why
we should be excited in northern Manitoba and
I'll give you a good example. The work that we are
doing on Provincial Road 373 to Norway House and
Provincial Road 374 to Cross Lake is part of a
multi-year plan to completely surface these roads.
That's huge, given the fact that at one time these
roads were very dangerous, very rough and in
fact sometimes impassable because of in-severe
inclement weather. You have had to driven these
roads to understand how important this is to those
people in those communities.

And | remember when the Progressive
Conservatives were in power in the '90s. The
highways in northern Manitoba were completely
devastated, ignored, and, as a result of that oversight,
there was many, many accidents on those roads,
many difficulties encountered during wintertime and
severe inclement weather in the summer. It was
shameful, the way those roads were maintained at
that time.

But now it's different. When you travel on 373
and 374, you will notice that the level of stress in
the—with the citizens from those communities is

much lower, much lower than it was before because
there's children in those vehicles, there's elders in
those vehicles. And for me that's important to know
that the roads are safe and secure for those sectors,
you know, that sector in our community: the children
transported by buses, school buses, elders, you know,
moving from community to community or to other
centres in northern Manitoba. Good roads, well-
maintained roads, are very important for us.

Mr. Speaker, this year Manitoba Hydro began a
unique partnership with First Nations, and for me
that's very important because now the First Nations
communities, the Aboriginal community in general,
are much more involved. They're included in the
planning and implementation of policy that will see
their communities grow. And this year Manitoba
Hydro began a unique partnership with a program
called BUILD and the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs
to train and employ First Nations people to install
home geothermal heating and cooling systems. More
than 20 workers were trained, installing 100
residential geothermal systems in Peguis—first river—
First Nations, reducing energy costs in these homes
by 70 per cent. In the coming year, this initiative
will be expanded to four additional First Nations,
employing some 50 more people in this growing
green energy industry. This kKind of a partnership and
arrangement with the Aboriginal communities, First
Nation, Metis communities, is a huge step towards
assisting the communities to become more energy
efficient, to have more green energy, local policy
participation in that area. It creates jobs, growing the
local economy, local economies, in the regions.

Mr. Speaker, northern Manitoba holds enormous
economic potential. It is estimated that Hydro and
mining development will drive the demand for
thousands of skilled workers in northern Manitoba in
the decade ahead, providing northern Manitobans
with skills training. It will ensure they are positioned
to get these jobs which, in turn, will drive the local
economy. That's part of our work on Opportunities
North. We will bring together University College
of the North, the Northern Sector Council and
community leaders to focus on matching skills
training with specific employment opportunities in
the North.

Mr. Speaker, that kind of vision speaks volumes
of what this government is all about, making sure
that all parties involved, whether they're in the
private or public sectors, all levels of local
governments, all levels of education training
institutions and the business community in general,
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to be able to move forward in a manner that involves
everybody in the communities, will mean that we
will move forward together, creating an economy
and bigger and better jobs.

* (14:50)

I think with all the investments that we are
making in the North is a signal not only to northern
Manitobans, but to all of Manitoba that this
government is very concerned about the future of
Manitoba, and that's why we involve everyone in the
planning of a—brighter futures in Manitoba.

For example, you know, we are making a
$23-million investment to improve and expand
Frontier Collegiate Institute in Cranberry Portage
because it's not-you see, Mr. Speaker, it's not
just about that school in that community. It's all
about the North. It's all about the communities in
the North, of people in the North going through
that educational institution in Cranberry Portage,
but at same time preparing themselves for careers,
jobs in northern Manitoba. We have to make
investments of this nature and of this magnitude to
ensure that the people in northern Manitoba have
adequate preparedness, training, opportunities for
apprenticeship programs, opportunities to make a
living in northern Manitoba and be able to contribute
back to their communities in some form through
their disposable incomes growing the economies in
their communities.

Mr. Speaker, I'm very happy that I can report
one of the biggest movements we've made in a
mining sector. You know, there was issues in this
area for some time. Low commodity price