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The House met at 10 a.m.

Mr. Speaker: O Eternal and Almighty God, from
Whom all power and wisdom come, we are
assembled here before Thee to frame such laws as
may tend to the welfare and prosperity of our
province. Grant, O merciful God, we pray Thee, that
we may desire only that which is in accordance with
Thy will, that we may seek it with wisdom, know it
with certainty and accomplish it perfectly for the
glory and honour of Thy name and for the welfare of
all our people. Amen.

Good morning, everyone. Please be seated.
ORDERS OF THE DAY
PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS

Mr. Speaker: Are we ready to proceed with
Bill 205?

An Honourable Member: No.
Mr. Speaker: No.

DEBATE ON SECOND
READINGS-PUBLIC BILLS

Mr. Speaker: Are we ready to proceed with
Bill 204? [Agreed]

So we'll call Bill 204, The Manitoba Human
Trafficking Awareness Day Act, standing in the
name of the honourable member for Riding
Mountain, who has nine minutes remaining.

Bill 204-The Manitoba Human Trafficking
Awareness Day Act

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Riding Mountain): | would
like to continue with my comments and continue to
put words on the record with regard to The Manitoba
Human Trafficking Awareness Day Act, Bill 204.

In Manitoba, there are currently more than
80 cases regarding murdered and missing Aboriginal
women in Manitoba alone, and many victims of
trafficking end up with victims of violence and this is
indeed the case in Manitoba. As such, any legislation
designed to curb and combat instances of human
trafficking and sexual exploitation in Manitoba
must take into account the demographics and
socio-economic realities of Manitoba's First Nations
population, expanding upon existing partnerships

and networks to address the issue of missing and
murdered Aboriginal women.

Manitoba is very proud to have-be leaders
in immigration and having many people from
throughout the world who have made Manitoba their
home, and | believe that when you first become a
new Canadian or move to the country there are many
opportunities. But if you don't have the supports in
place, there can also be tragedies resulting from that.
So | believe that when we're putting forward
legislation like this we have to ensure that there will
be, you know, supports in place and strong policies
and a strong structure of supports available to
individuals who may be at risk.

Sexually  exploited youth in  Manitoba,
70 per cent are Aboriginal children, 80 per cent
are female, 70 per cent in the care of Child and
Family Services, and there are approximately
400 sexually exploited youth involved in the child
welfare system. Larger than—in reality, Mr. Speaker,
I am sure. So what we need to do as a Province is to
ensure that not only provide an awareness week, but
actually provide some teeth to this legislation and
ensure that we show the world and Canada that we
are committed to reducing and eliminating this type
of violence in our province.

Mr. Speaker, Progressive Conservatives also
understand that having a place to call home
dramatically reduces those deemed to be at risk and,
as such, are supportive of raising the rental
allowance to 75 per cent of the median market rate.
That would put many families in Manitoba at rest
with regard to an additional expense or additional
cost to their living expenses. It would provide them
with a bit more flexibility in providing the care and
attention that they need to provide for their families,
and | believe anything that we can do to support
families at risk is a step in the right direction.

There are more than 589 murdered and missing
Aboriginal women in Canada, and | know that across
the country there are various groups and
organizations that are working together to find those
family members. Some are found and are reunited
with their families, but most, unfortunately, Mr.
Speaker, they are not found alive and families are
struggling with their loss. Many of these individuals
are victims who are controlled through direct or
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indirect forms of coercion. Direct would be rape and
assaults; indirect would be threatening family
members, and there's money attached to that threat.
The daily earnings off a victim can range from
$300 to $1,500 and up to $3,000 in extreme
circumstances. So whenever there is a dollar attached
to exploiting a victim, such as in these cases, there is
an incentive by the perpetrator to continue on with
his or her acts.

The United Nations office of drug and crime
reports that sexual exploitation is, by far, the most
common form of trafficking at 79 per cent of
reported cases. Forced labour ranks second at
18 per cent, with the remaining 3 per cent for all
other forms of human trafficking. So we have a long
way to go, Mr. Speaker, in addressing this issue.
Canada, as in any country, is facing a serious issue
with regard to transit and destination for victims of
trafficking, and we need to do more to address this,
and | believe this bill is a good start.

Primarily, international victims of trafficking are
trafficked to Canada for the purpose of commercial
sexual exploitation. Mr. Speaker, being a mother of a
17-year-old daughter, 1 know first-hand how easily it
would be to influence her over the years to be
swayed to, you know, issues that wouldn't be healthy
for her. And | know that each of us, as parents, do
our utmost to ensure that our children live in healthy
environments, you know, relate to healthy activities
and have healthy and supportive friends.

* (10:10)

And | believe that if my daughter at any point
would've become a victim of these-this type of
tragedy, it would be heartbreaking. It would destroy
our family. It would destroy her grandparents and
many of the people in our community that know her.
So | just-I believe that that should be recognized,
that this is not only about the victims of trafficking,
but also about the heartache and pain that this causes
so many families around the world, Mr. Speaker.
And | believe that there has to be, you know, a strong
case so that these individuals are held to account for
causing such pain and suffering to not only the
victims, but to the families.

So | look forward to hearing more on this
debate, and | believe that we as a Province need to
do more in this area. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Kerri Irvin-Ross (Minister of Housing and
Community Development): It is my pleasure to
stand up in support of Bill 204, The Manitoba

Human Trafficking Awareness Day Act, and I'd like
to congratulate the MLA for Burrows for bringing
this important legislation forward to this House so
we can have this conversation.

I'd also like to thank the member from Riding
Mountain for her words about our commitment and
her acknowledgement of how we have moved
forward to address this issue and how it's all of our
responsibilities, and this awareness day is one of
those initiatives that hopefully will be-improve
awareness as well as also ensuring that people are
aware of what services and programs are available to
them if they need that support.

We are very excited about looking at the
potential that every Thursday of the second week of
March will be known throughout the province
as Manitoba human trafficking awareness day.
That will be very important that the date will
coincide with Manitoba's annual Stop Child Sexual
Exploitation Awareness Week that was created in
2009 that implemented awareness initiatives across
the province.

This is one of the phases—this is phase 3 of
Tracia's Trust, and that was announced in 2008 by,
now, the Minister of Conservation and Water
Stewardship (Mr. Mackintosh). And when it was
launched in Rossbrook House, | had the privilege of
being there with Tracia's family, with community
members from the police services, from both the
RCMP as well as Winnipeg Police Service and
hundreds of individuals, women and men, who
are committed to ensuring that we stop human
trafficking and sexual exploitation of girls and boys
within our community, and we bonded together. And
as we had that conversation about what we needed to
do as far as prevention, interventions and treatment
not only for the child themselves, but also for the
families and for the communities, we came together
and made that commitment. We know that sexual
exploitation destroys lives, not only of the life of the
victim who's being exploited, but also the lives of the
family: the mothers, the fathers, the aunts, the uncles,
the grandparents, and also has a long-standing
impact on our community. We need to continue to
work together and this is one step of moving
forward.

Some components of Tracia's Trust included the
creation of a safe and rural healing lodge, a safe
place for women and-that are able to get off the
streets into a place where they will be wrapped
around with traditional healing, given the supports
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that they need to move forward on their journey of
wellness and a safe place. And that was the most
important thing and that-a rural-a site to make sure
that they were able to feel secure and that they were
able to share their stories as they progressed to
wellness. As well, we have a program for child-care
centres to help the staff identify sexual exploitation
and also deter would-be offenders from targeting
such places. So it's about education. It's about
support and it's about awareness, and that's what the
human trafficking awareness day will be doing for
us. We'll be providing awareness.

But we also—we didn't stop there with Tracia's
Trust. We have funding for programs offering
specialized mentorship and support to vulnerable
populations such as runaways and Aboriginal youth
coming to Winnipeg from remote northern reserves
and young men who are being sexually exploited.
We've also established and designated two Crown
attorneys to co-ordinate and prosecute special
exploitation cases, as well as the criminal property
‘fortiture' legislation, and expanded the Victims' Bill
of Rights.

Tracia's Trust is an initiative that was born in
Winnipeg, but is owned by all of us in Manitoba.
Through Tracia's Trust regional teams we have
established twel-in 12 Manitoba cities and towns,
regional teams that work within their communities
to raise awareness and counter local sexual
exploitation.

The member for Riding Mountain (Mrs. Rowat)
made the link between sexual exploitation and our—
and the tragedy that is happening nationally across
Canada for women, Aboriginal women, which we
have labelled "Missing and Murdered Women". And
what we have done here in Manitoba, is we have
continued to build on the foundation that Tracia's
Trust has given us and work with our community
groups. We have a special advisor, Ms. Nahanni
Fontaine, who is respected throughout Canada about
the work that she doing, of bringing people together
and having the conversation about prevention, about
what do we do when a missing—when a woman is
identified as missing. How do we support that
family? How do we work with the police agencies to
move forward, to try and provide answers about what
happened to that woman? And the ultimate goal is
always to bring them home safety, and, tragically,
that happens too seldomly.

But as we have worked and had the conversation
with our community members about Tracia's Trust,

about our missing and murdered women strategy, we
have encouraged awareness and have worked
together on prevention. But we have so much more
work to do and we have to start looking at the issues
of poverty; we have to start looking at the issues of
racism.

And I'm proud to be part of a government who
has taken that on. We've taken that on with
legislation that we have proposed, as well as with
strategies. Tracia's Trust; the ALL Aboard strategy,
where we're working on reduction of poverty and
social inclusion. We need to continue to build on
women's rights. We need to ensure that we're
providing women and men with opportunities for
education and employment, because we know that
that is the answer for moving off of poverty and
into—able to contribute to our communities and to
support their families.

But I'd like to take an opportunity to talk about
racism, because racism is one of those factors that
continues to be a burden for all of us. And we need
to start talking about racism and the impact that it
has on Aboriginal people as well as other minority
groups, about what is happening to them. We need to
talk about it to build that awareness.

So | think as we move forward with the human
trafficking awareness day going to be proclaimed on
the second Thursday in March through Bill 204, it's
one more step. It's a step in a long-term plan that we
have on this side of the government. But, again,
it's just not one level of government; it's all
levels of government, it's community members, it's
community agencies, it's private citizens coming
together and saying, we will not stand for sexual
exploitation of our children in this province and in
our country. And when we're able to do that together,
we will make a difference and we will see the
benefits—not only for those individuals, but for their
families and their communities.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Ralph Eichler (Lakeside): | rise today to speak
in favour of Bill 204. In fact, | enjoy the debate on
this particular issue. It's one that all members of the
House and, | think, every member of society is
certainly focusing on. And whenever we can have an
opportunity to draw awareness to that, whether it be
a day of the week, a day of the year, whenever we
have an opportunity to talk about it, | think that's
encouraging for all Manitobans.

* (10:20)
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And | know that we talk about it in our
household quite often, actually. Not that it's
something we want to talk about, but it is something
that we need to talk about. We need to make sure we
have checks and balances in place. |1 have three
children of my own, one daughter and two sons, and
I have three grandchildren, two girls and one boy.
And | can tell you that as a parent and a grandparent,
we always want to make sure we have the safety of
our children and our neighbours' children and those
around us and those in our neighbourhood, that
they're safe, that they're protected from the outside
evils, as many of us know well about, that are out
there.

And whenever we think about having someone
in—that's been kidnapped or taken out of their own
will, and a lot of them are taken, not necessarily out
of their own will, but taken by bribery or taken by
evil means of which they've been lured into a vehicle
or lured to a site or lured to a place that they're going
to be able to be taken advantage of, and we know all
so well that, by the sheer numbers alone, what we've
seen is unacceptable. Whether it's one-one is too
many, but we know there's literally hundreds and
thousands of people, each and every day, that are
imposed through no will of their own or no wish of
their own, and of course, then, on goes the travesty
of which we don't want to even want to think about,
but we do know what goes on is, unfortunately, the
trafficking of these individuals. And I know that, 1
believe, there was, according to the numbers, around
800 that came into Canada last year alone, which,
again, is way too many.

We need to ensure that there's checks and
balances in place, that proper identification, a way
of, perhaps, enticing border security to be putting
more checks and balances into place as well,
and, of course, in our neighbourhood, through
Neighbourhood Watch, through other means of
which we're paying attention to each other, helping
each other. And | know very much-I know in my
small community of Teulon, it's changed. The
dynamics have changed. We wused to know
everybody on our streets. We used to know almost
everybody in town, but that's all changed. It's a
transit society, where we live such a fast life. We can
be in Teulon one day and Steinbach in the afternoon,
or we could be in New York or Phoenix in three
hours. We can be almost anywhere.

So what we see in the morning is not necessarily
what's going to happen in the afternoon. So we have
to be very cognizant of the fact that we have each

other's back, that we have each other's thoughts and
those that are around us that are protected. And we
have to give the tools to the RCMP, to those folks
that are involved in making sure that protection is of
utmost importance.

And | just also want to commend Joy Smith, the
MP that brought forward legislation, | believe back
in 2009, Bill C-268, and thank her. And | know she's
been on a number of panels in regards to human
trafficking, and I've been to some of those
presentations and it just scares the dickens out of me
and makes me not even want to let my children out
of my sight. It's scary. | mean, any parent, anybody
that's seen what goes on is—it's just horrific. | just
cannot imagine how you would even be able to cope,
and | know we have to cope and we have to be there
for each other and for our families and our
neighbours, and many a time these people get lost.
They get lost in society. A lot of them go into a
depression. They have a hard time dealing with that.
We need to ensure that in fact we have services for
those folks that have been taken or put at risk so that
we can help them through that, transition through
that tough time. And just to think, just to think even
for a minute, that humans are trafficked for financial
gain is reprehensible. 1 mean, | cannot believe that
anybody would stoop so low to take another
individual's organs or use them for trafficking
for whatever that may be. Again, it's totally
unacceptable.

I know that here in Manitoba it's a 'seri' issue as
well. It's worldwide. And we know that there's been
several issues, one just not that long ago. A father
took their own children, took them down to Mexico.
It wasn't for ‘trackiffing' purposes, but, again, it was
not something that was agreed upon by all family
members. And so whenever we look at those issues,
as well, the impact that it has on those children
which now has been relocated outside their comfort
zone, taken from family, taken from their immediate
loved ones and their kinfolk that they're used to and
used to being around to help them.

And we also know that just last week or the
week before, there was a young fellow in
Brandon that was recovered, that was brought up, |
believe, from Colorado. Again, unacceptable, totally
unacceptable, even though it wasn't necessarily for
human trafficking. But it's taking an individual that
has not consented or had no say in that particular
case. So it's more than just trafficking, it's about lives
that are being put at risk, lives that are being put in
disarray through no fault of their own.
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And we need to ensure that whenever this
happens there's a consequence for that action. And |
would encourage the government and our side of the
House as well, all levels of government, be it
municipal, provincial, federal, we need to make sure
that those checks and balances are in place in order
to ensure the safety and well-being of every
Manitoban.

I want to thank the member for Burrows (Ms.
Wight) for bringing this res—this bill forward, and as
| said earlier on, that whenever we're thinking about
safety for our families we can never go far enough.
And whenever we have that opportunity | think we
need to seize that moment. We need to seize that
time and life and that if we can protect one life, one
life by awareness, one life by bringing this
conversation forward, then we're healthy.

It's not going to solve it, we know that, it's not
going to solve the issue. But the more we talk about
it the more we're able to debate the issue in regards
to stopping this horrific task that we all are so
against. We are accomplishing something.

So | just want to leave it at that, Mr. Speaker,
that we're looking forward to moving this bill on to
committee, as | think all members of the House will
be pleased to support. And | know all members of
the House want to debate it. So with that, thank you.

Mr. Dave Gaudreau (St. Norbert): It's—I'm pleased
to rise today to support Bill 204, and I'd like to thank
the member for Burrows for bringing this forward. 1
think that members opposite and | don't always agree
on a lot of things, but we don't all see it eye to eye,
but on this one | think that the whole—we're talking
all about the same things that this is very important
to raise in the public 'spector' so people are aware of
this.

And | think that education and awareness is
really important when it comes to this and having a
day recognized so people have more further
awareness that this is going on in our society. It's
really is, | agree with the member for Lakeside, that
it's just a scary and despicable thing that this goes on
in our society that mostly young women are being
traded and taken from their homes. And usually it's
done with—across border. They, you know, they take
these people and they ship them overseas and they
have no passport, no ID, and then it happens where
they're really scared and then they have nothing else
to do so these people put them into the sex trade.
And 1 think it's just a despicable thing and I think
members opposite and | will definitely agree on that.

We all have some responsibility in this, as
members opposite said, that it's not just-this goes on
well beyond party lines. It's everybody in the public
has a responsibility to notice this and to be aware of
it and to look for the signs so that way when you see
something like this going on you can report it.

You know, we introduced, | think it was 2009
we implemented the reporting child porn on the
Internet. There's a mandatory reporting in this
province when-I think we're the first one to do it
across the country. And it's that awareness. The
campaign that was launched with that and the
awareness to get that out there, people are reporting
it. And this—that's something that this will do, it will
bring up awareness so people will report it and, you
know, let the police know.

You know, we're talking about education. | think
that education’s the key because when these children
who are at risk, if they're not educated, if they drop
out of school they're left with very little choices in
life and a lot of times they become exploited and
they end up in the sex trade.

* (10:30)

And thats why we have a really strong
commitment to education. We really believe, you
know, we—-every year we've raised amount of money
for education. We've held tuitions to some of the
lowest in the country for universities and, you know,
we really have a strong belief that education is the
way out of everything. It's the way out of poverty
and it's the way to keep yourself out of a situation
like this, so | think that's one of the really big
commitments that our government has shown is
towards the education system.

You know, and then one—another thing that we
announced last year that | think is really helping is
the tools that we talk about for the police.

We have the bill that came forward, the proceeds
of crime bill, and we've announced-I think it was last
week—six more RCMP officers were hired out of
that. We seize assets from the criminals and bank
accounts and cars and homes and motorcycles and
whatever else we can get from these criminals, and
we sell that. And then we put that money back into
the policing and we give them the tools they need.
They asked for tools that they need within their
police department to do things, like Internet tracking
and, you know, to find these predators and to
hopefully shut down these organizations that do it.
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You know, Mr. Speaker, we talk about giving
people-research shows that when children are
homeless, they're more at risk, and one of the
things our government has done is committed to
3,000 affordable housing units in the past, and we
added 500 more this year in this budget and, once
again, that's a way of giving people who are, you
know, at risk to being—to becoming homeless, giving
those families a place that's safe to be so that way
they don't end up on the street and end up being
exploited in the sex trade by some of these horrible
and despicable criminal organizations that take on
this kind of thing.

You know, in our budget that we just brought in,
we announced that we're increasing funding and
support for the implementation of the sexual
exploitation strategy. So, you know, we're really—
we're trying to—it's a multipronged approach and it's—
there's no one size fits all. It's definitely going to
have to be something that all parties work on, and |
know that the federal member for—I just-her name's
Joyce Bateman; | can say her name in the House. |
know that she brought forward a bill federally and |
think that it's great that—

An Honourable Member: Joy Smith.

Mr. Gaudreau: Oh, sorry, Joy Smith, sorry. Joy
Smith, she brought forward the bill federally, and |
think it's great that all levels of government are
looking at this and that we all-we can put aside the—
our differences to look at what's important to protect
these youths, and most of them are youth.

The average age, | think, is between 13 and
17 years old is where most of these people fall at
risk, and, you know, they get recruited in many
ways. | mean Internet right now, you know, that it's
S0 easy to just chat with someone.

You know, | had the—I had an instance with my
stepdaughter where she was actually on a chat line
with a guy who was in New York, you know, and
when we walked into the room and we saw that, we
were just stunned by that, right? And you just don't
know where these people are, and maybe he was a
young man who's just on a chat room. We don't
know that, but it's so easy to get into trouble with
these Internet chat rooms, and they'll lure somebody,
you know, meet me at a park and then all of a sudden
that child is taken away and they're moved far away,
and then they're put into the sex trade, and, you
know, nobody knows where they are and they're
afraid so they do whatever they have to do to
survive.

So, it's a really scary situation and 1 think that all
members of the House, from the sounds of it, we all
feel very strongly about this and that we're going to
move this forward. You know, | think that this
modern-day form of slavery, it's scary that it still
exists, and | actually, you know, sometimes when
you live in your world where, you know, Winnipeg's
a fairly small big city but in my area, in St. Norbert,
you know, you don't see these things a lot so you just
have a hard time thinking that it still exists in this
world, and it's really scary that-to think of the
children that are out there, you know, that you meet
at all these schools when you go read to them and
stuff, to think that some of them could be exploited,
and it's really concerning and, you know, it's a really
sad thing that happens.

So | think that with that | will-I know other
members want to speak to this bill. I will allow them
to do so. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Blaine Pedersen (Midland): Mr. Speaker, on
speaking to Bill 204 brought forward by the member
for Burrows (Ms. Wight), | want to thank her for
bringing the bill forward. And it's—to put a few words
on the record for The Manitoba Human Trafficking
Awareness Day Act which would recognize the first
Thursday, the second full week in March, as
awareness day of that.

And I-many ways, Mr. Speaker, | feel very
fortunate, and one of those is that | have not had to
deal with this on a personal level, on a family level.
So it, you know, you should be thankful for the
mercies that we do have and this is one of them that,
to date, | have not had to.

But | want to, first of all, pay recognition to MP
Joy Smith for bringing this issue to the forefront. It—
you know, | was not aware of this up until a few
years ago when she began her work as an MP and
making-to make awareness of it. And through her
work and-you know, other than seeing a few
incidents on the news about different human
trafficking where it made the news, where there was
a capture of-or recovery, | should say, of the victims
of this and the capture of the perpetrators, it was not
something that-really that 1 was aware of. And so,
through the work of MP Joy Smith, | became aware
of it.

Obviously, poverty plays a huge influence on
this, whether—poverty and drugs play a huge
influence on this, whether it's here in Manitoba,
whether it's across Canada or around the world.
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That's the—quite often, that's the start of where the
victims originate from.

So anything we can do to have more awareness
of this of the general public, I think that's the first
step. First step in any problem they have is
recognizing you have a problem and recognizing the
issue and then beginning to work towards a solution.
And we can have all the laws we want, but if people
are not aware of what is out there, there may be signs
that they have seen in their everyday life that, if we
can create awareness from the issues out there,
perhaps we can help intervene in some of these
circumstances that arise. And so, that's the everyday
citizen's job in this to be more aware, and this—
through this bill and through the work of Joy Smith,
that's obviously what we're trying to do here.

And when you read the notes on human
trafficking, it is really astonishing to see this. And it's
a quickly growing form of oppression, and it's—there
is—it occurs 'nash'-regionally, nationally and across
international borders. And we know that there's
always the profit end in it, people victimizing
other people for a profit, and that's the reality
of the situation. And so it's—whether it's for
sexual exploitation, forced labour, organ removal,
child begging, forced marriage, whatever the
circumstances—and there probably many more
examples of that, but it's—it really is offensive to see
what can happen out there.

And it's—=Mr. Speaker, we need to obviously
understand the trafficking activity. They're normally
categorized as country of origin, transit or
destination. And these, quite often, they overlap. And
it's especially—it's always difficult, whether it is these
people are being brought in from other countries or
whether Canada becomes just a transit point for this—
for the trafficking, we need to be able to understand
it is a very complex and clandestine nature. It's not
something that we're easily going to see, but then
with awareness perhaps we can see—become—when
we are aware of it, we can hopefully, perhaps,
intercede in some of these, at least give the proper
authorities the tip that they need to step in.

And, of course, our-with the First Nations
people in—across Canada and here in Manitoba, we
have some 589 murdered and missing Aboriginal
women in Canada, and that's something that we all
need to work on to help curb this trend that's
happened out there. It is—it's not something that we
can be proud of by any means and we need to do
everything we can to help both solve these murdered

and missing women, but also to prevent it from
happening in the future. And education is important
for everyone, including the Aboriginal community.
Poverty plays a large role in this and so we have to
work at reducing poverty, and with reducing poverty
and increasing education, it, at least, hopefully will
start to stymie that trend that's been out there.

* (10:40)

And, of course, human trafficking not only
occurs in Canada, but is—it's not only happening here.
But it's increasing at an alarming rate and it's a huge
concern for everyone because it become-it is
under-reported because of the clandestine nature of
it, and so it's much worse than even what is seen on
the surface. There are numerous reports from around
the world and through the United Nations—has
reports on it. We can quote all the statistics we want,
but the fact is it remains there, it is a problem and we
need to address it.

And this bill is a small step towards that, if we
can—-with more awareness we can help, first of all,
recognize that the problem is there and help
Manitobans realize that the proliferation of human
trafficking exists within Manitoba. And how do we
begin to address this? We need to have meaningful
efforts to create partnerships and networks and
increase the awareness of human trafficking
and thereby combatting it. So we're certainly
looking forward in—-whether it be consultation
with First Nations leaders, First Nations women's
organizations, other provinces, other territories,
stakeholders and community groups, these are all
part of the way with—-that we can combat this, create
awareness and work towards reducing this.

And, you know, there's-there is just no
understating the importance of having a safe place to
call home so that our young people have that
grounding where they have the place to-that they can
call home-a safe place-and that comes with
reduction of poverty. It comes with increasing—or a
continuing education so that they can be able to
move forward with their lives, to be able to feel safe.
The Internet out there is—while it has its benefits, it
certainly has its detractions, too, with—given the
availability of the predators out there on the Internet
now and the vulnerability of our young people, no
matter where they live and no matter what their
circumstances are, and that's not necessarily related
just to poverty; it comes across all sectors of our
society, with the predatory nature of some people on
the Internet. So we have to be aware of that.
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We'd certainly like to see more work done to
help people get out of poverty because that is still
probably the most at-risk youth are in there. But,
again Mr. Speaker, it affects all people from all
across society, and with this bill, if it's just one small
step, that's a positive step.

So, thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Jim Maloway (EImwood): Mr. Speaker, I want
to begin by thanking the member for Burrows (Ms.
Wight) for an excellent piece of legislation here,
Bill 204.

And | want to reflect on the member for
Midland's comments, when he began by stating that
regardless of what you have in terms of legislation, if
people don't know about the legislation and they're
not enforcing the legislation, it really doesn't have a—
much of effect. And he's absolutely correct there
because the reality is before MP Joy Smith started
making this an issue, you know, across Canada, this
offence has been covered under the Criminal Code
for the last 100 years, except that the public were not
paying much attention to it. And the fact of the
matter is that she-it's not the importance of her bill
that's so important, it's the importance that she has
driven this issue and made it, you know, made us
conscious of it, which, you know, wasn't the case.
And the problem's been around forever. It's been
around for a long, long time. But she has drawn-
shone a light on it.

Just to put it into perspective, the difficulty she
had at the time when she started is that she couldn't
even get her own caucus onside on this particular
type of legislation, probably for the same reasons
that they would-the Justice Minister would say, well,
it's already covered. And she persisted and she
crossed party lines on this because of minority
government situation, and she was able to get Joe
Comartin from the NDP involved and Joe not only
gave her a lot of advice, because he's a professional
in this area, and helped her get this bill ready, but he
helped other MPs that were under similar
circumstances.

And | also want to give credit to Steven Fletcher.
Steven Fletcher, and if you read his book you will
see it's very clearly spelled out that he, too, in a
minority parliament co-operated with Pat Martin to
get some resolutions through the House, and others.
So you'll see that with successful politicians, | think,
in any House. There are those that can work with
other parties to get things done even when their own
parties are not really overly supportive of them.

And | do applaud Joy Smith for her efforts and
the member for Burrows for her efforts as well.
Thank you very much.

Mr. Dennis Smook (La Verendrye): | would like
to thank the member for Burrows for bringing
forward Bill 204, The Manitoba Human Trafficking
Awareness Day Act, proclaiming the Thursday of the
second full week of March to be the day.

I would like to put a few words on record in
regards to this bill. This is a very admirable bill that's
coming across that—it entices people to be educated
and make awareness of what's happening in this
world today. But we can't just stop there in making
people aware of what's happening. We also need to
put any laws that we're putting out there have some
teeth in them.

Today the trafficking of human beings is a very
lucrative business. The gangs do it, there's a lot of
people who make a lot of money from the trafficking
of human beings, and this is something we all need
to be aware of and really take a look at to see what
we can do to stop this. Human trafficking is
something we all wish did not exist, but it does.

Human trafficking is the trade of persons for the
purpose of sexual slavery, servitude or forced labour.
This trafficking often involves our most vulnerable
citizens, children, youth and young adults. Human
trafficking is a global issue and a modern-day form
of slavery. It affects every single country in the
world. Mr. Speaker, it's estimated that 20.9 million
men, women and children are trafficked in this world
today, whether it be in forced labour, sex or
pornography. And there's also another part of human
trafficking that's a very black hole, that's most
‘despicuous’ thing you can have. It's a very ugly
situation: the murder of innocent people for body
parts. This is something that is just not acceptable.

Mr. Speaker, and | guess because this is such a
lucrative industry, we all need to take our part in
trying to stop this. It's something that we all need to
be aware of, to not turn a back when we see
something that's happening that we may be able to
stop.

I mean, only a few short weeks ago in Ohio,
three young women escaped from a home where they
had been held for over 10 years. Ten years is a long
time to go unnoticed. It's something that's despicable.
I mean, they were beaten, they were raped, and it
was only a miracle that they were rescued. And |
believe that one of them was escaping and it was a
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citizen who saw that and helped out to get the other
two out, and there was also a child involved.

Here in Canada and in Manitoba, we face the
same problems as the rest of the world. First Nation
youth have also been found to be particular
vulnerable, First Nation youth who have left reserves
and left their peer support to move into urban areas
where they are exceptionally vulnerable, especially
to the sex trade.

*(10:50)

Mr. Speaker, there are more than 589 murdered
and missing Aboriginal women in Canada. There
are currently 80 cases regarding murdered and
Aboriginal women in Manitoba alone. The statistics
are deplorable: sexually exploited youth in Manitoba,
70 per cent are Aboriginal children, 80 per cent are
female, 70 per cent of the children in care of family
services—like, has a policy which is helpful.

Native Women's Association of Canada has
gathered information on 79 cases in Manitoba,
making it the province with the third highest number
of cases in Canada, 14 per cent. Mr. Speaker,
81 per cent of cases in Manitoba are murder cases,
higher than the national average, and this is
something we cannot continue to have happen. We
need to work on this and stop what is happening in
this province and in Canada, in the world.

Many victims of traffic end up murdered, and
this is, indeed, the case in Manitoba. As such, any
legislation designed to curb and combat instance of
human trafficking and sexual exploitation in
Manitoba must take into account the demographics
and social economic reality of Manitoba's First
Nation population.

Mr. Speaker, | am glad to see the member from
Burrows complimenting the work of the MP for
Kildonan-St. Paul, Mrs. Joy Smith. She introduced
Bill 268 with very stiff penalties for individuals
trafficking minors in Canada. She also brought
forward Bill C-310 that amended the Criminal Code
to deal with persons that were traffic-travelling
abroad for human trafficking. Joy Smith also started
a foundation to help in the fight against human
trafficking.

Fifteen years ago, one would have believed that
we have no problem in this country with human
trafficking. Today it is a serious problem. As times
change with the Internet and other tools that are
available it's become a wvery serious problem.

Children are being kidnapped for child pornography,
another lucrative business.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a political issue. It's not a
partisan issue. This is an issue that all members of
this House and all Manitobans need to support and
do their share to eradicate and eliminate human
trafficking here in Manitoba, in Canada and the
world.

I know that many of my colleagues are
interested in speaking to this as it is a very important
issue—and put some words on record in regards to
Bill 204. Thank you.

Mr. Wayne Ewasko (Lac du Bonnet): It gives me
great pleasure to put a few words on the record in
regards to Bill 204, and | thank the member from
Burrows for bringing this bill forward.

And it's—and | think it's going to be great that
both sides of the House are going to be able to
move this bill forward today because, basically,
Mr. Speaker, The Manitoba Human Trafficking
Awareness Day Act is proclaiming that the Thursday
of the second full week in March in each year,
Manitoba human trafficking aware-be known as the
Manitoba human trafficking awareness day.

And taking a look through the bill in regards to
some of the points of reference, and if | may quote
from page 1 of Bill 204: to Stop Child Sexual
Exploitation Awareness Week takes place during the
second week of March to promote awareness about
the sexual exploitation of children; and whereas
heighten awareness about human trafficking and
sexual exploitation is an important part of Tracia's
Trust, the Province's comprehensive strategy to end
sexual exploitation.

Now, Mr. Speaker, |1 would just like to put a
couple additional words on the record in regards to
what has happened nationally and internationally and
also here in the province.

I know that the past—in my previous life as the
guidance counsellor in the high school, grade 6 to 12,
we had many, many tools, as far as guidance
counsellors, that have come across our desk in
regards to use and to go ahead and teach and take the
time with students, in addition to their health classes,
their phys. ed. classes, and talk about various safety
measures within the different grade levels, Mr.
Speaker.

And I'd like to take just a few seconds to talk
about the Kids in the Know program, which I had the
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pleasure of being trained on and then was able to
deliver that program alongside my co-workers, some
of the counsellors in the division, as well as social
workers in the division as well. And, you know what,
it's a great program, Mr. Speaker, because it varies
from the various grade levels and it basically speaks
to the different grade levels as well. It's not the same
message that's going across all grade levels. It
basically starts in the early years, and there's actually
some puppets that come with the kit and you're able
to use the puppets in engaging some of the earlier
years students. And then it moves up into, of course,
the safety precautions that kids need to take, whether
they're on the streets in rural Manitoba or in the
streets of the city of Winnipeg or various other cities
in our province, and also just the awareness and to
always be aware of exactly where you are, who's
around you and who are you with and to minimize
those possible circumstances that you can actually
get yourself in.

So, again, working with the various social
workers and counsellors, I'd also like to commend
the collaboration efforts that we're able to have with
the local RCMP detachment, as well, back in the
Beausejour area. And | know in the other
communities in my constituency now and within
Sunrise School Division | know that they had this
program, and they had the RCMP officers come in
and share some of the stories that the officers had to
deal with. Of course, without mentioning any names,
they would mention some of their postings around
the province as well.

And we know, Mr. Speaker, that First Nations
youth have also been found to be particularly
vulnerable and that many of them have left reserves
and some of their support and they have moved into
urban areas where they've become even more
vulnerable to sex trafficking. And with that, it comes
again to awareness and not necessarily being
prepared properly for moving into the larger urban
areas. And so, with that I'd like to also congratulate
the House of Commons on the passage of, on
June 11th, S-2, the bill for Family Homes on
Reserves and Matrimonial Interests or Rights Act as
well. There's many forms of legislation that are really
trying to minimize the harmful effects or things that
are happening to Aboriginal women, but not only
Aboriginal women but many of the minority cultures
and also absolutely everybody.

It's just a—it's a shame of what's happening and a
lot of the predators—I know that the member from La
Verendrye made mention of the situation that

happened in the States with the apprehension of
those three young ladies. And thank goodness they
were found and returned home, and I'm sure through
much, much therapy they're going to hopefully be
able to rebound from that. And with that, Mr.
Speaker, again, | would just like to say thank you to
the member from Burrows for bringing this bill
forward. It is very important that we bring
awareness, and we can't stop, again, from bringing
that awareness to all our youth so that they're
prepared when it comes to their adulthood. Thank
you.

Mr. Speaker: Any further debate on this matter?
House ready for the question?
Some Honourable Members: Question.

Mr. Speaker: Question before the House is second
reading of Bill 204, The Manitoba Human
Trafficking Awareness Day Act.

Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt the
motion? [Agreed]

* (11:00)

The hour being 11 a.m., it's—oh, the honourable
Government House Leader?

House Business

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Government House
Leader): Yes, on House business, Mr. Speaker.

On House business, I'd like to announce that the
Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs will meet
on Monday, June 17th, 2013, at 6 p.m. to consider
the following reports: Annual Report of Elections
Manitoba for the year ending December 31st, 2003,
Including the conduct of the 38th Provincial General
Election, June 3rd, 2003; Annual Report of Elections
Manitoba for the year ending December 31st, 2008;
Annual Report of Elections Manitoba for the year
ending December 31st, 2009; Annual Report
of Elections Manitoba for the year ending
December 31st, 2010, Including the conduct of the
Concordia by-election, March 2nd, 2010; Annual
Report of Elections Manitoba for the year ending
December 31st, 2011, Including the Conduct of the
40th Provincial General Election, October 4th, 2011;
and the Permanent Voters List Study report, dated
June 2013.

Mr. Speaker: It has been announced that the
Standing Committee on Legislative Affairs will meet
on Monday, June 17th, 2013, at 6 p.m. to consider
the following reports: Annual Report of Elections
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Manitoba for the year ending December 31st, 2003,
Including the conduct of the 38th Provincial General
Election, June 3rd, 2003; the Annual Report of
Elections Manitoba for the year ending December
31st, 2008; Annual Report of Elections Manitoba for
the year ending December 31st, 2009; the Annual
Report of Elections Manitoba for the year ending
December 31st, 2010, Including the conduct of the
Concordia by-election, March 2nd, 2010; the Annual
Report of Elections Manitoba for the year ending
December 31st, 2011, Including the Conduct of the
40th Provincial General Election, October 4th, 2011;
and the Permanent Voters List Study report, dated
June 2013.

Now, the hour being 11 am., it's time-
[interjection] The honourable Official Opposition
House Leader.

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Official Opposition House
Leader): Mr. Speaker, in accordance with
rule 31(9), I'd like to announce that the private
member's resolution that will be considered next
Thursday is the resolution on forced municipal
amalgamations, brought forward by the honourable
member for Agassiz (Mr. Briese).

Mr. Speaker: It has been announced that, in
accordance with rule 31(9), that the private member's
resolution that will be considered next Thursday is
the resolution on forced municipal amalgamations,
brought forward by the honourable member for
Agassiz.

* * %

Mr. Speaker: Now, the hour being 11 a.m., it's time
for private member's resolution, and the resolution
we have for consideration this morning is the one
sponsored by the honourable member for Riding
Mountain, title of which is the Decade of
Mismanagement within Manitoba's Child Welfare
System.

RESOLUTIONS

Res. 16-Decade of Mismanagement within
Manitoba's Child Welfare System

Mrs. Leanne Rowat (Riding Mountain): Mr.
Speaker, 1 move, seconded by the member for River
East (Mrs. Mitchelson), that,

WHEREAS since the Phoenix Sinclair inquiry
was called in March, 2011, Manitobans have been
hearing the horror stories of a need—of life needlessly
lost, as well as consistent examples of failures of

accountability and oversight in the child welfare
system; and

WHEREAS Manitobans are more reliant on the
child welfare system than any other province, as
experts have defined it as the busiest child welfare
system in Canada; and

WHEREAS the provincial government is
responsible for 10,000 children in care, which is
equal to a population greater than the city of Selkirk
and amounts to more children than those served by
the entire Brandon School Division; and

WHEREAS despite the scale of responsibility
involved in supporting the child welfare system, the
provincial government is ignoring recommendations
from the Auditor General about the need for better
processes and systems to track these children; and

WHEREAS there are still 28 recommendations
outstanding from the report on the death of Gage
Guimond, five years after the recommendations were
issued.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba acknowledge that
the Minister of Family Services and Labour and her
predecessors have not provided proper oversight to
the child welfare system, with disastrous results for
Manitoba children; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
Legislative of Manitoba urge the provincial
government to immediately implement all
recommendations of the 2006 report of the Auditor
General entitled "Audit of the Child and Family
Services Division Pre-Devolution Child in Care
Processes and Practices,” as well as the
recommendations made in the 2008 review regarding
the death of Gage Guimond.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: It has been moved by the honourable
member for Riding Mountain, seconded by the
honourable member for River East,

WHEREAS since the-
An Honourable Member: Dispense.
Mr. Speaker: Dispense? Dispense.

Is it the pleasure of the House to consider the
resolution as printed in today's Order Paper?
[Agreed]

WHEREAS since the Phoenix Sinclair Inquiry was
called in March of 2011, Manitobans have been
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hearing the horror stories of a life needlessly lost as
well as consistent examples of failures of
accountability and oversight in the child welfare
system; and

WHEREAS Manitobans are more reliant on the child
welfare system than any other province as experts
have defined it as the "busiest child welfare system in
Canada™; and

WHEREAS the Provincial Government is responsible
for 10,000 children in care which is equal to a
population greater than the City of Selkirk and
amounts to more children than those served by the
entire Brandon School Division; and

WHEREAS despite the scale of responsibility
involved in supporting the child welfare system, the
Provincial Government is ignoring recommendations
from the Auditor General about the need for better
processes and systems to track these children; and

WHEREAS there are still 28 recommendations
outstanding from the report on the death
of Gage Guimond, five years after the
recommendations were issued.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba acknowledge that the Minister
of Family Services and Labour and her predecessors
have not provided proper oversight to the child
welfare system with disastrous results for Manitoba
children; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislative
Assembly of Manitoba urge the Provincial
Government to immediately implement all
recommendations of the 2006 report of the Auditor
General entitled "Audit of the Child and Family
Services Division Pre-Devolution Child in Care
Processes and Practices” as well as the
recommendations made in the 2008 Review
regarding the death of Gage Guimond.

Mrs. Rowat: Statistics: The number of children in
care in 2000 was 5,568; in 2012 it was 9,730, a
change of 74.7 per cent. The number of families
receiving care from Child and Family Services in
2000, 7,951; in the year 2012, 9,624, a change of
plus 21 per cent.

The number of children in each category-
number of children in foster care in 2000, that was
3,863; in 2012, 6,173, a change of 59.8 per cent.
Children in residential care, including private group
homes, own-agency group homes and residential
treatment in centres in the year 2000, that was 314;

in the year, 2012, that's 698, an increase of
122.2 per cent. Children in other placement
resources, places of safety: in year 2000 there were
800; in the year 2012, there are 2,268 children, a
change of 181.4 per cent.

Mr. Speaker, | wanted to put those stats on the
record because | believe that we are seeing the
busiest system in Canada, welfare system in Canada,
but we're also seeing numbers growing in a very
disturbing rate. So, | believe that when we provided
this resolution, we wanted to raise awareness, let
Manitobans see exactly what is happening within the
child welfare system and to see the numbers—which
numbers don't lie—and to encourage the government
to take child welfare more seriously. Take the
recommendations and the resolutions that have been
put forward by experts, by the Children's Advocate,
by the office of the Children's Advocate, by the
Ombudsman and many other experts out there,
including the recommendations that will be coming
from Ted Hughes from the inquiry on Phoenix
Sinclair's death.

All of those recommendations are significant,
important, and people put time and effort in
reviewing the system, in reviewing child deaths at
the hands of family members or caregivers. And
they—these people who have put their time and
effort—deserve to be recognized for the work that
they've done by this government taking action on
those recommendations.

But most importantly, Mr. Speaker, to the
children who have lost their lives, who were under
the watch of this government, under this minister and
her predecessors, deserve to have a system that is run
much better than it is at the current time.

Jaylene Redhead-Sanderson, Nadine Beaulieu,
Tracia Owen, Heaven Traverse, Venecia Shanelle
Audy, Gage Guimond, Phoenix Sinclair and so many
others, Mr. Speaker, did not have the chance to reach
adulthood. They did not have a chance to make a
difference in their lives and their families' lives, and |
believe that today this resolution is speaking to their
loss and wanting to see improvements made.

Mr. Speaker, Carol Bellringer, the Auditor
General of Manitoba, delivered a report in 2006 that
indicated that the computer system, the CFSIS, was
outdated. And, you know, I'll start with that, because
that is the tool that social workers and front-line
workers, child welfare workers, the system needs to
ensure that people are communicating within the
system. And they were told, the government was told
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in 2006, that this was needed; it was a necessary tool
to assist workers in the system to communicate and
to ensure that no child is lost within that system.
Nothing has been done with that computer system,
and it's 2012.

* (11:10)

The Auditor General did a review of her
2006 recommendations and that one is still
outstanding. And 1 find that rather interesting that I,
you know, that I've heard that it did go to Treasury
Board; they did discuss it and that they decided that
it-they weren't going to provide the resources needed
to upgrade that system. And to me that is just
disrespectful to all the work that has been done
within the system on the reviews. It's disrespectful to
the families who have lost children. It is disrespectful
to the children who lost their lives, and | believe we
need to see action on that front, Mr. Speaker.

Let's talk about the reviews. There have been so
many reviews—and | know talking to the different,
you know, the Ombudsman, the advocate, the office
of the Children's Advocate-we had a meeting
yesterday, actually, with-through committee with the
office of the Children's Advocate. And what we're
seeing still, Mr. Speaker, is a government who is
failing to address the themes or recommendations
that have been put forward by these independent
bodies.

The office of the Children's Advocate continues
to receive reports from children and youth related to
the lack of contact or the lack of response from
their social workers. That's-=how do you build
relationships? How do you build trust within an
agency or within the system if you don't care about
meeting or aren't able to meet the needs of those
children? And we know that that plays a huge role in
crisis intervention. It plays a huge role in how
children are able to communicate. It breaks the
communication link between the child, the youth or
their social workers. So we need this government to
pay attention to that.

We need-we know that there are significant
challenges. There's staff turnovers. The casework or
the workloads have not decreased, and we need to
ensure that the crises prioritization exists. We need to
make sure that the priority is on the importance of
the young client, the young child who needs this
engagement, Mr. Speaker.

We've heard from families, and so has the office
of the Children's Advocate on the removal of foster

children from foster families who aren't told about an
appeal process. You know, the caregiver is very
important in these—in that period of time because
they are providing a meaningful relationship with the
children. They're serving the child through their
schools, through their communities and are providing
a familiar environment.

So when we find that the office of the Children's
Advocate is indicating that there's been reported
significant delays in the foster parent appeal process—
because we know that that time is of an essence. We
know that children who are in a loving environment,
the longer you keep them away from the people that
have been their parents, in a sense, their foster
parents, who are providing that love and support, the
longer you keep them away from those families who
love and care for them, the more hurt that is created.

And we've seen and heard of children and youth
being removed from the foster home prior to the
completion of the foster parents appeal process.
Again, this contradicts Child and Family Services
standards and regulations. So, again, we're seeing a
system that is working in contradiction to the
recommendations and-that have been received and
the reviews that have been done. And we've heard of
reviews that were done and, you know, during the
Phoenix Sinclair time frame that-and, you know, you
can't help but wonder if those reviews were just a
knee-jerk reaction, a political reaction to covering
this government's back.

Because we do know that those reports, those
recommendations, those reviews to improve the
standards in the care of children were filed. They
were not allowed to be shared with the people that
needed them: the front-line staff.

And they talk about-you know, the former
member—or the former minister of Family Services,
the member for Riel (Ms. Melnick), once said, you
know, you're making this political-you're making
this political. I have not seen any issues with regard
to what is happening in the system-[interjection]
She said that in 2006. Well, we know now that that is
not true. She was covering her behind on that at the
risk and at the detriment of Phoenix Sinclair and all
the other children that have died under her watch.

So, Mr. Speaker, 1 am very concerned about
where this is going with the child and family
services. The numbers are increasing, and they talk
about putting money into the system. Well they
should, but they should also make sure that the
recommendations that are required to make the
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system better are actually taking place, and we're not
seeing that.

So | believe today, we are raising this as an
issue. We want the government to pay attention to
what the issues are and we expect-and so do the
families who have children in care, the children who
are in care and the people that are trying to make a
difference within the system are actually heard and
listened to and are being supported.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Minister of Family
Services and Labour): Mr. Speaker, | want to rise
today to talk a little bit about this very important
issue, and | appreciate the members opposite. |
appreciate their desire to raise awareness and to
share their concerns about the child welfare system,
and | appreciate and understand the desire to see
change in that system and | understand the desire to
see that change urgently. And | certainly appreciate
the member for Riding Mountain's (Mrs. Rowat)
motivation to bring this issue forward. Even if | don't
entirely appreciate the form of the resolution, | do
certainly share with her the desire to see changes in
the child welfare system, and | understand the
motivation, the desire to see this happen as quickly
as possible.

I want to, just for a minute—I know probably
today is going to be a very political day in this House
and a very partisan day in this House, but | want to
for a minute reflect on a really good experience | had
recently with the member for Riding Mountain and
the member for Charleswood (Mrs. Driedger) and
the member for Kirkfield Park (Ms. Blady) when we
were asked by the interns to come and speak about
the reality of being women and being MLAs and
how that played out in our lives, and we had some
different perspectives on that.

But the moment that we all kind of came
together is when we talked about what was the
experience of being an MLA and a mom, and it was
a really special moment for me because I'm a new-
I'm relatively new to the parenting thing and | don't
often actually get to sit with other women, and |
certainly have never sat with female members of the
House from both sides and shared stories about what
it's like to be a mom in this job, and it was a really
special moment for me. It was a really humanizing
moment for all of us, | think, because we weren't
going at each other. We were talking about, you
know, I miss my kids and I won't, you know, if-with
the member's allowance-she shared a really, |

thought, touching story of driving away one day with
her little one running after the car and her having a
moment of thinking, like, what am | doing this for?
And she was comforted by the fact—later, I think—her
husband called her and told her as soon as she turned
the corner, her little one was fine and everything was
okay again.

But I have that thought. I, you know, | had that
thought this morning after, you know, another day
yesterday of having spent less than an hour with my
own child, total, in the day, and | know that's more
than a lot of members got to spend with their own
families yesterday. And luckily being awoken at
6:30 in the morning to play trucks, so | got some
more quality time in. But | thought as | was leaving
the house today and what will likely be another long
day, you know, what am | doing this for? Is this
worth not getting to see my kid?

And it is worth it because, you know, when | try
to do this job—and | got to say this is the hardest job
I've ever done in my life, being the Minister of
Family Services. And | know the member for River
East (Mrs. Mitchelson) will speak. | don't know if
she found that when she was the minister. 1 know
other ministers who have served in that portfolio on
this side of the House have shared that with me.

And the way that | try to go forward-I don't
make the mark every day-but the way that I try to go
forward every day in this job is to think about what |
will want for my kid, and to think about how do we
have a system where every kid gets that. And what |
want for my kid is | want him to be safe. | want him
to be—always be secure. | want him to never doubt
for a moment that he's safe in our home. | want him
to use our home as a springboard to experience the
world. | want him to always feel like he has a safe
place to come back to. I want him to know that there
are loving arms to hold him when he falls down. |
want him to know that he is going to be respected as
an individual, whatever choices in life he makes,
even if he sometimes makes political choices | may
not agree with, that he's going to be respected as an
individual. I want him to feel that we treat him with
patience, even when that's sorely tested, and | want
him to always feel accepted. And that's what | want
for all of the kids.

And this is one of the hardest jobs I've ever done
because the stories that you hear in this job, and | am
not on the front lines of child welfare, but the stories
that | hear every day are heartbreaking. And |
thought | knew, coming into this job, I thought | had
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a pretty good grasp of what the reality was in our
communities. | worked for non-profit organizations
for several years, often with women who were
dealing with addictions, who were dealing with
violence in their own lives, often with women who
were trying to heal from their own childhood
traumas and sometimes those women mistreated
their own kids and neglected their own kids and had
their children apprehended by child welfare and
were—| was part of a team working with them to find
a way to get their lives back on track so they could
get those kids back.

* (11:20)

So | thought I knew coming into this job, but |
didn't know, and probably none of us fully know
some of the exceptionally horrific things that happen
to kids in this province. And so it's easy, when you're
confronted with that reality day in, day out, it's easy
to become discouraged. And | struggle against that,
because | know that I cannot do this job and I can't
do what | need to do, as imperfectly as I do it, to
move the system forward if | get discouraged and if |
give in to cynicism that nothing is ever going to
change, nothing is ever going to get better.

So what I'm trying to focus on-I believe the
child welfare system needs to be accountable, needs
to be more accountable, because the power to take
away your kids, aside from the power to take away
your freedom by putting you in jail, is probably the
most critical and intrusive power a government has.
And so, a system that has that power has to be held
to account by the public. That is absolutely true, and
I think in many ways we've taken steps to strengthen
that accountability and we have other things that we
need to do.

The member opposite talked about meeting with
the Children's Advocate last night, and that's
relatively new, that the Children's Advocate will
come to a committee of the Legislature. | think it's
only since 2008 when that law was changed that the
Children's Advocate comes to the committee. And |
thought it was a good exchange last night, a good-a
lot of information. 1 know | took a lot of that
information down, went back and talked to my
officials about the way we need to move forward.
When you look at agencies in child welfare, they're
responsible for responding to hundreds and
hundreds of recommendations, and some of those
recommendations are very straight forward and some
of those recommendations involve multiple levels of

government, multiple organizations with public and
private sector.

And some of those issues are ongoing. | know
the member for River East (Mrs. Mitchelson) last
night, she raised the issue about caseloads and asked
questions. And | thought she said something that was
very honest when she said that caseload issues have
always been with us, and | took her to mean that in
her time as the minister and our time as the minister
that has been a struggle for the system. And we've
put in place a new funding formula that | hope will
work to lesson some of those caseload issues, but
certainly since the beginning of the child welfare
system there have been struggles.

And there have been things that the system has
done wrong. Nobody today, | think, would stand and
defend the practice of-that's called the '60s scoop
that really went on 'til the '80s when Aboriginal
children were taken away from their families,
adopted all over the country and into the States, and
now those kids are adults struggling to figure out
who they are. | don't think any one of us would
defend a practice that was common in the '50s and
'60s where if you were a single woman having a
baby that baby was taken from you without, often
without, your consent, because it was believed that
single women could not raise children. So the child
welfare system has much to answer for in its history,
but | also want to say that in this job not only do |
hear stories of tragedy, | hear stories of resilience,
and that's what keeps me committed to doing this
work.

I get to go to things like age-of-majority
graduations where | see children who are turning 18
who have been in the system, some for a long time,
and sometimes both their foster parents and their
birth parents and their social workers are there to
celebrate this milestone in their life. And | remember
one particularly touching experience where a young
person had both her social workers speak on her
behalf and her mom, and her mom said, you know, |
couldn't raise my kid; | needed help to do that, I got
the help, and I'm trying to do the best that | can. |
thought it was amazingly honest and courageous of
her to talk about that.

I get to talk to people like members of Voices,
who's Manitoba's child-in-care network that we've
been able to increase funding and support for, and
they talk honestly about the struggles that they faced
as children and youth in care. And many of them also
talk about the fact that for them coming into care
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saved their lives—that as hard as it has been that they
have had a better life because the child welfare
system was there to protect them.

I get the great opportunity of sitting and meeting
with foster families who face tremendous challenges,
and we have to continue to work on those things, but
I also get to do things like come and support them
with funding to move forward on their mentorship
program so that they're having time to learn how to
be better foster parents and share with each other.
And that's one of the good things that | get to do.

I get to go up north and visit with agencies who
are doing incredible work in some of the most
challenging situations imaginable, and | get to talk to
front-line workers who every day face, sometimes in
their small communities, being targeted because they
dare to stand up for children.

So there's lots of work to do and | know the
members opposite are committed to doing that work,
and I'm committed to doing that work, and we're
going to get on with it. Thanks, Mr. Speaker.

Mrs. Bonnie Mitchelson (River East): | am pleased
to rise today and speak to and support the resolution
that's been brought forward by my colleague, the
member for Riding Mountain (Mrs. Rowat). And |
also do want to thank the Minister of Family
Services for the comments that she has put on the
record.

And no question, no doubt in my mind, that none
of us here, in this Legislature, regardless of political
stripe, want to see children hurt. But sometimes
policies and directions that are put in place by
governments do have a negative impact or an effect
on the lives of children, and children—very
vulnerable children that need our support and our
due diligence in trying to ensure that, you know,
when standards are put in place in the child welfare
system, that those standards are followed. And
standards are not worth the paper they're written on,
Mr. Speaker, if those standards aren't followed. And
when it's pointed out to a government that children
are falling through the cracks, it's incumbent upon
that government to take a close look at what is
happening and what is going on.

And | know that we had opportunity to speak to
the Child Advocate, and yes, it was this government
that brought forward the initiative to have the
Child Advocate come before a committee of the
Legislature, and | think that that was a very positive
move.

I don't think any of us can sit back and say that
any one government has done everything right or
everything wrong when it comes to child welfare.
But when we legitimately point out issues to
government, and issues surrounding children that are
being harmed in some way as a result of policies and
procedures that have been put in place, | think it's
incumbent upon a government to take a look at that.

And | see, time after time, families that have
come forward and indicated that the system, as it
exists today, is not working, that the child is not the
primary focus of the system. Mr. Speaker, | think we
all have to take a look at that and say, what can we
do better and how can we make things better for
children?

And | hear terrible stories from individual
families that have contacted me. And these are issues
that I've brought forward to the minister of the day or
to the Child Advocate's office. | mean, my job, as a
member of the Legislature—when | hear stories about
children that may have been removed from a
dangerous situation, a family situation, and placed in
temporary care in a foster home, Mr. Speaker, and
have remained in that situation for many, many
years, and have bonded with and known only one
family, and that is the foster family. And then all of
sudden, without the proper documentation, that child
has been moved from that foster family to reunite
with a natural family.

And | think we all have that goal in mind and we
all know-and every foster family that goes into that
situation, where they've decided to take children into
their homes and try to provide a loving, nurturing
environment for that child, on a temporary basis,
until they can be reunited or moved back to be with
family. 1 mean, people don't take that kind of
responsibility lightly and they often realize that there
will be a time when that child will be moved, but it's
our responsibility to be respectful to that child and to
ensure that the very best transition plan is put in
place so that child experiences the least amount of
trauma. It's incumbent upon all of us to make sure
that that happens.

* (11:30)

And, Mr. Speaker, we're hearing, time and time
again, individual cases where that is not happening,
where foster families have not been included in the
transition plan. Where foster families are not given
the kinds of information they need to be given in
order to have those children move into a new
environment is something | think that we all need to
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take a look at very seriously. And very often we raise
these issues with the government, with the minister
and her department, with the Child Advocate, and it
takes far too long to have the issue looked at.

And when we're asking, Mr. Speaker, for the
minister to look at these cases and these
circumstances, we're not asking her to politically
interfere. But we are asking her to ensure that the
standards are being followed, that the children are
being seen, that case plans are in place to make the
transition as smooth as it can possibly be, putting the
child first. And that is not happening, and we know
it's not happening.

We heard from the Child Advocate last night
that it's not happening, that far too often these issues
are still coming to light through her office. And
families are still calling her office, asking her office
to advocate on behalf of the child-the child, Mr.
Speaker-that should be first and foremost in this
process. And that, again, is not happening.

So, Mr. Speaker, | understand where the minister
comes from when she stands and she says that she
does care very deeply, and | believe that she does.
But I'm asking her to take that one more step, and
that is to ask her officials, who ultimately have the
responsibility under legislation to ensure that
children are protected, that they're in a safe
environment, that safety of the child comes first and
the best interest of the child comes first. And the best
interest of that child is to ensure what-that when
there's a move from one family situation to another
family situation, that the child is put first and that the
proper plan is in place, that that transition happens in
a way where that child can continue to grow and to
thrive. And we are seeing, and | have sat and talked
to and cried with families who have not seen that
happen and are still experiencing, throughout the
system, that that is not happening.

So | ask the government to try very hard to hold
the agencies accountable, the authorities accountable
and the bureaucrats within the Child Protection
branch accountable, to ensure that children are first
and foremost the priority, and that the proper
standards, the proper procedures, are in place and
have been followed.

Mr. Speaker, | say, again, that it's great to have
wonderful standards and to spend all kinds of time
writing those standards, but if the standards aren't
followed, we will see and continue to see children
falling through the cracks. And we, as legislators,
owe it to those children to ensure that they are first

and foremost, that the proper processes are in place
to protect that child and to ensure that that child
continues to have the best opportunity to thrive and
to succeed in life.

Mr. Speaker, that is not happening in all cases.
And | would ask the government today to take a look
at those things and not to politically interfere, but to
hold those that are working in the system
accountable for those children that need our support
and need our care. And that's the responsibility of
any government or any minister that has the ultimate
authority under legislation to ensure that children are
protected.

Mr. Speaker, let's all work together, and let's—I'm
asking the government today to take very seriously
the recommendations that are made by the
Child Advocate, to take very seriously the
recommendations that have been made by all of the
reviews and ensure that our system is child-focused
and that the child is the No. 1 person that is protected
through any type of move or changes within the child
welfare system.

So | am asking that today of the government,
and I would hope that they're taking my comments as
very serious comments that puts the child first.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Order, please. The
honourable member's time has expired.

Ms. Melanie Wight (Burrows): So, | will speak
from a sort of different perspective, Mr. Speaker,
having spent 16 years working with kids in care,
certainly high-risk Kids in care, and what that was
like, and sort of connecting that, | guess, a bit to here
and what | hear sometimes in the House.

One of the things | often hear is the number of
children in care, and speaking about that-and, of
course, no one wants children in care. We all want
families to be happy and healthy and no child to need
to be in care, and that would be wonderful. It's not
the reality. So, when | hear people talking about the
numbers being too high, yes, they're too high in the
sense that we certainly want to do more work in
addictions. We want to help families more. But the
reality is that in all of the years that | worked with
these kids—and | heard their histories in detail
because we were one of the programs that really did
a lot of work going back through the kids' histories
and working through their autobiographies and life
with them—I never ran into a kid, Mr. Speaker, once,
where | thought this young man should never have
been in care. It was unfair to him that he was
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removed from his family. That was never the case. |
sometimes wondered why it had taken so long for
them to get to live in a place where they were loved
and cared for and finally made to feel like they were
valuable and important.

I often experienced the heartbreak of hearing
what life with those families was like. | worked with
sexually aggressive youth who had sexually
assaulted, usually children, for those 16 years. But if
you heard their stories, there was many where you
could understand how that path had led there.

So, | really worry when we speak in the House
because | don't want this driven by political
correctness. And | think when devolution happened,
I know that the workers | spoke to before who were
non-Aboriginal, before devolution, were always
incredibly careful, of course, before they removed an
Aboriginal child, and rightfully so. But sometimes
that meant children, because of political correctness,
remained in an unsafe situation.

So, | think it was key when we brought in that
the safety of the child, that the member opposite was
just speaking about, become first, remain that way,
and that we be very careful about what we say here,
because if you have met the kids that 1 met and
experienced and-hearing their stories over and over,
you certainly wouldn't want them to have remained
in that. We want family connections built. There is
no question. And sometimes that has to happen after
that child has been removed and put somewhere safe.
We built many relationships back with family once
those young people were with us.

But I had kids come in, Mr. Speaker, who, at 14,
believed they couldn't read or write. And we worked
with them and taught them, night after night, how to
do that, and they learned that they could master that
and that they had hope. Like the minister, | spoke to
kids—1 worked with kids who never believed in a
million years that they would graduate. Never. It was
not in their world. No one in their family had ever
graduated high school before. They did not believe
for a moment that they would be able to do that. And
I went to those graduations and watched those young
men, you know, achieve something that they had
never believed possible. | watched youth-care
workers and social workers knock themselves out in
this system trying to help those kids.

* (11:40)

So sometimes | worry that what we say here
makes these people who dedicate their lives feel like

somehow they've totally failed, and they have not.
They have not. So | think that's super important.

I hear members sometimes speak about children
being removed simply for neglect. That statement
just mystifies me. Neglect means that maybe you're
not being fed, you're not being washed, you're not
being clothed. No one in the home is speaking to
you, Mr. Speaker. You don't exist in that family.
That's what neglect is. It has tremendous effect on
the development of your brain, aside from the
incredible emotional pain.

And | remember a young man who, after some
time with us—he had told us that he had been sexually
abused by his father, and his sisters had been, and
that was documented. And after about a year, he said
to me, you know, | have something to tell you. I said,
well, what is it? And he said, well, you know, my
dad never sexually abused me. He sexually abused
my sisters, but, he said, the reality was that he didn't
even know | existed. He would come into a house
and he never spoke to me, never said a word to me. It
was like I just wasn't there at all. And to him, being
sexually abused by his father would've been better
than the neglect that he faced from that man.

So, please, | caution you, when you make words
like, oh, he-they were just affected by neglect, well,
neglect has a tremendous effect on your brain and it's
one of the key factors. We worked a long time, as |
said, with sexually aggressive youth. One of the key
things in their history, Mr. Speaker, was that they
had watched-they had been neglected—that was even
more likely to then work into sexual aggression than
if you'd been sexually abused yourself. And the other
thing was watching—simply watching, in your family
home, domestic violence-huge. It's huge.

So | can't speak enough, | guess, about the need
to not be politicizing this in a way where we don't
take a child because we're afraid that somebody in
the House will stand up and say we have too many
children in care, so that child goes through
unbearable circumstances because of that. We-I
really don't want to see that.

We want families helped. We want addictions
worked on, like | said. We want to do everything we
can to work with those families earlier on, and |
know absolutely that the minister is absolutely
dedicated to that. 1 know the ministers in the past
were dedicated to that.

You know, | have-lI know the member from
River East experienced many of these things. | have
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it in front of me, you know, that-you know, for years
and years, the child and welfare service system isn't
working despite the fact we're pouring more and
more money into the system year after year. That
was the previous government; that was the
Conservative government that said that. It's a—it is a
problem in every government. It's difficult. It's hard.
It's not an easy subject to be worked on. And we do
want to, you know, improve our every model that we
have, and | really believe absolutely that everyone on
every side is dedicated to that.

I just am really concerned when we talk
sometimes about things in ways where I'm not sure
that people ever actually met those kids, ever
experienced what it was like in their homes, you
know, and | know those who have know what
I'm talking about-right?—and the pain that they
experience sometimes, so—and the difficult life of the
worker.

So, | know that we want to keep doing more. |
was a foster parent early on in the '90s when the
government cut foster rates, and many, many foster
parents, you know, just gave up. We were almost-it
was almost impossible, at the time, to cover your
costs anyway. We weren't allowed to work. In my
case, | was running an emergency foster home back
then. That was my first experience, having left the
corporate world of real money, to spend many years
working with kids in the non-profit sector, so | know
that this is an important issue for everyone.

And | know that many, many children have been
helped and who-lives have absolutely been saved by
these people who are working in this field. 1 have
had posted on my board in front of me at work, a
letter that I'd gotten from a young man who had sent
us a letter when he left-a card. And he'd changed the
words on the card that-to say that we had saved his
life. And he knew that he would have been dead, lost
in the, sort of, the drug-trade world, probably at 13 or
14 if he hadn't come to us. So for those of us who
work in the field, we do post those things so that we
remember that, you know, children's lives are being
saved.

Do we need to do more in the system?
Absolutely. Of course we need to continue to make
improvements and we need to continue to save
children’s lives.

Thank you.

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
let me thank the member from Agassiz and the

member from Portage for allowing me a chance to
speak.

| want to start by talking about the number of
children in care. We have about 10,000. Under this
government that number has gone from about
5,000 to about 10,000; it's almost doubled.

And when our situation in Manitoba has been
compared very carefully, in a very carefully carried
out comparison, with the United States, with the
United Kingdom, with New Zealand, with Australia,
with Sweden what has been found is that we have
about 10 times as many kids in care per capita as all
these other jurisdictions. It is unbelievable, exactly as
the member near me has just said, that we have so
many kids in care. And | don't believe that our kids
here are inherently worse than the kids elsewhere; |
don't believe that our families are so much worse
than elsewhere. But | do see that there are some real
problems with supports.

We talk about neglect, lack of food. Well, one of
the real problems that we have in this province is a
level of extreme poverty. We have a large number of
people who have so little support for their shelter
rates that in fact what happens is that they have to
use the money which is supposed to be used for their
food for their children in order to pay for their rent,
and, as a result, they don't have enough food for their
kids. They are forced to the extent they can to go to
food banks, but when you ask why kids don't have
food, you know, a large part of the problem is that
we've had an NDP government which hasn't paid the
adequate attention that it should have to increasing
shelter rates and to making sure that those who are
poor are helped.

We are the province which has had the largest
increase in food bank use of any province in the last
decade. One would have expected something
different under an NDP government, but the reality
speaks for itself. We have overall-while our food
bank use has gone up by about 50 per cent, the
number of people using food banks in Newfoundland
has gone down by 10 per cent. It's quite a dramatic
contrast with what's happening here and what's
happening elsewhere, and it speaks very clearly to
the extent that there has been lack of attention to
helping people and families.

When | have gone into a First Nations
community and talked with people who are involved
in the child and family services system, and they tell
me that about 30 per cent of the kids are there
because there's inadequate housing—that the housing
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is not up to standard. Then, that tells me that as a
province working with federal and provincial
government and the First Nations communities we're
not doing the job that we should be doing to make
sure that the housing is adequate and is there. And
I've talked with quite a number of people who have
pointed out that the supports for helping children and
families haven't been as good as they should have
been. And, yes, there's probably quite a lot of
variation from one part of the province to another.

* (11:50)

But we had a presentation at one of the forums
which we held from a woman who had worked at
Lake St. Martin First Nation in child welfare for
many years, and what she reported is that under the
NDP in the middle of the 2000s that the funding that
went to helping families was decreased, that the
amount of support was less. And when you do that,
the inevitable consequences is more kids being taken
into care. And so this is a dynamic situation. If you
don't approach this in the right way, we're going to
end up with a lot more kids in care, and that's what's
happened under the NDP-has been really poor
management, very bad mismanagement, inability to
work well in recent years, in particular, but for much
of the time with the leadership in the First Nations
community.

Now, there are occasional examples which are
working well. In Nelson House Cree Nation, for
example, they have taken approach and turned things
around, and said, we're going to support families
much more effectively. And the net result, as we
heard at one of the forums that we put on, from Lore
Mirwaldt, who's a lawyer who works there, is that
her caseloads have gone down from about 70 to
about 20, a dramatic decrease in the number of
children having to be apprehended and taken into
care, and all because they have switched the
approach to one which provides a support to children
in families so that they don't need to go into care in
the first place.

And that's what we need to do in this province.
We need to switch from the approach that we've had,
which is poor management under the NDP, which is
basically an apprehension-first system, to approach
which has a much better and greater focus on
supporting children and family. And in doing this,
we can decrease the number of kids who have to go
into care.

And | have heard and talked with many who
point out examples to me of where there could have

been a little better support to people, kids, who are in
care. | was talking, not very long ago, to a fellow
who had been in care. What had happened was that
he was staying with his grandmother, being looked
after by his grandmother. He said this was the best
home that he ever had, and it was basically working
out very well. But there was a little problem, a
problem that could have been sorted out had there
been paid attention to, and as a result he was taken
out of his grandmother's home and put in a foster
home, which turned out to be far, far worse, terrible
for him, and, indeed, he circulated through a number
of foster homes, and when he was 18 he was put out
on the street, and he was essentially homeless for
two years after being dropped at the street corner.

Now, we have improved-started improving in
terms of this transition, but as the Children's
Advocate pointed out in her report and again last
night, there are not yet standards for the transition
when a child comes 18. Far too many children are
still not having a plan developed well in advance so
that when they reach 18 they are not thrust out on the
street and on their own.

So there is still a lot to do, and | think for the
government to say that it is managed well, they're
really not looking at the situation appropriately. This
resolution, which is one that | support, has it right,
that there has been some real, major problems with
mismanagement and that we need to change the
whole system so that, in fact, it provides much better
support for children and families, it gives us a
healthier society and a healthier community and
one which doesn't have nearly so many Kkids
apprehended.

Thank you.
Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to recognizing the honourable
minister, | just want to draw the attention of
honourable members to the public gallery where
we have with us today from Gladstone School
25 grade 5 and 6 students under the direction of
Jennifer Petit. This group is located in the
constituency of the honourable Minister of Family
Services and Labour (Ms. Howard).

On behalf of honourable members, we welcome
you here this morning.

* % *

Hon. Kevin Chief (Minister of Children and
Youth Opportunities): It's a honour to be able to
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give some thoughts on this resolution. I do want to
thank—see-recognize the young people from
Gladstone. | got to visit Gladstone School actually a
couple months ago, so it's great to see them here.

I do appreciate, actually, all of the comments
and thoughts and views of all members of the House
on this resolution. As you've heard, you've heard
many people come from the members speaking how
actually diverse and complex and, to some degree, |
think we all recognize how challenging, you know,
the issue of supporting young people that come from,
you know, incredibly complex and vulnerable
backgrounds.

And | do want to—I do appreciate the Minister of
Family Services and Labour sharing the thoughts that
she had with the member from Riding Mountain and
the member from River East, and, you know, that's
what it's going to take. It's going to take, of course,
here in the House, to have debate and to be able to
talk about these things.

But also we have to come from other
perspectives, you know, being able to share your
thoughts and views on supporting children and
young people as a parent; as a politician; as a
member for Burrows (Ms. Wight), who is incredibly
dedicated long before she got into politics, to
supporting our most vulnerable young people.

And | got to say, it can't be easy to come into the
Chamber and after a number of years, over a decade
of experience working with some of the most
challenging and complex issues—and to be able to
come in here and share those thoughts and ideas, |
think, is incredibly-not only powerful, but really,
really needed. And | appreciate all the comments that
I've heard so much on the resolution.

One of the things, without question, that we see
when we're working with young people, whether it's
through government; whether it's through non-profit;
whether it's through our First Nation communities;
whether it's through the areas that we represent, is
this idea of a shared responsibility, that all of us have
to play a role in supporting young people. All of us
have to play a role to push our systems to do better.
And that's a healthy thing and that's an important
thing.

And | know that we work with many people
broadly throughout the province of Manitoba,
experts and advocates and First Nations leadership
and new Canadian leadership and, you know, people
who represent non-profit organizations, all to do

everything that we possibly can to maximize the
potential of children, youth and families, Mr.
Speaker. And, of course, you know, talking about
these things, bringing these things forward, is part of
that.

I do want to spend a bit of time-I'm a big
believer that it's irresponsible of us to ask anyone to
overcome hardship and challenge in their life unless
we can show them others who have been able to do
it.

And although we need to look at where
our challenges exist, where our most difficult
circumstances are, where our biggest barriers are, we
always have to make sure that we spend some time
talking about the incredible achievements of people
who've been able to overcome some of the biggest
hardships and challenges in their life so that other
people know that they can be able to do it.

I'm a big believer, it's one of the—probably one of
the most important things that | have learned coming
into politics and, certainly, being honoured to be the
Minister of Children and Youth Opportunities, that if
we want to maximize the potential of our children, of
our youth, of our families, it starts even before
they're born. It starts at the prenatal stage, Mr.
Speaker. And the investments that we continue to
make in early childhood development | know are
making a huge difference every day. I've got to travel
the province many times already, talking about these
investments, how they're making a difference.

Now, one of the things that we recognize is the
investments we make, we know that they work and
we know that they work incredibly well. Often our
challenge though is to get those services and
resources and target it to the people who need them
the most. That's where we have to continue to engage
people; that's why we need to continue to listen to
people; that's why we need to continue to have
debate and discuss these issues, because if we want
services and resources to be maximized, then we
have to make sure that those families who need it can
engage in that.

And sometimes that means not just engaging a
parent, but making sure the grandma knows, making
sure a grandparent knows, making sure those foster
parents know, making sure a strong network of
people know.

I know one of the things that we do is we
provide the Prenatal Benefit so we support future
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moms, we give them some financial support so they
can have proper nutrition. And we know some of the
results we get, that babies are born at a healthy baby
weight, that we know that there's less preterm births.
But one of the biggest things about when families
start to access some of these benefits is that it
improves—

Mr. Speaker: Order. Order, please.

When this matter is again before the House,
the honourable Minister of Children and Youth
Opportunities will have five minutes remaining.

The hour being 12 noon, this House is recessed
until 1:30 p.m. this afternoon.
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