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The House met at 1:30 p.m.

Mr. Speaker: O Eternal and Almighty God, from
Whom all power and wisdom come, we are
assembled here before Thee to frame such laws as
may tend to the welfare and prosperity of our
province. Grant, O merciful God, we pray Thee, that
we may desire only that which is in accordance with
Thy will, that we may seek it with wisdom, know it
with certainty and accomplish it perfectly for the
glory and honour of Thy name and for the welfare of
all our people. Amen.

Good afternoon, everyone. Please be seated.
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Bill 23-The Local Government Statutes
Amendment Act

Hon. Ron Lemieux (Minister of Local
Government): | move, seconded by the Minister of
Finance (Mr. Struthers), that Bill 23, The Local
Government Statutes Amendment Act; Loi modifiant
certaines lois d'administration locale, be now read for
a first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Lemieux: Proposed amendments to municipal
legislation are aimed at supporting municipalities to
govern objectively, fairly, and with the best interests
of their communities in mind. Manitoba's
municipalities make important decisions every day
that impact the lives of their citizens. We know that
municipalities take this responsibility seriously and
strive to govern in an accountable and transparent
manner. It is an expectation that municipal councils,
like all governments, make decisions that are in the
best interest of the municipality as a whole. This bill
has provisions that will strengthen citizens' trust and
confidence in their municipal governments.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion? [Agreed]

Bill 32—-The Highway Traffic Amendment Act
(Powers of Traffic Authorities
over Cycling Traffic)

Mr. Lemieux: | move, seconded by the Minister of
Health (Ms. Oswald), that Bill 32, The Highway

Traffic Amendment Act (Powers of Traffic
Authorities over Cycling Traffic), be now read for a
first time.

Motion presented.

Mr. Lemieux: This bill amends The Highway
Traffic Act to provide municipalities with the power
to make bylaws that regulate bicycle traffic in their
communities. Commuter cycling is largely an urban
activity and the 'propoach'—proposed changes give
municipalities a larger role in managing the flow of
traffic on their streets and in their neighbourhoods.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion? [Agreed]

Bill 214-The Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Amendment Act

Mrs. Mavis Taillieu (Morris): | move, seconded by
the member from Arthur-Virden, that Bill 214, The
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy
Amendment Act, be now read a first time.

Motion presented.

Mrs. Taillieu: This bill changes the process by
which an access to information request is handled
under The Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act. Currently, access to information
requests are made to the public body believed to
have the information, and a complaint may be made
to the Ombudsman regarding the response.

Under this bill, the request is delivered to the
Ombudsman, who delivers it to the public body. The
public body must provide a copy of its response to
the Ombudsman, and in the event access is provided,
the 'ombudses’ must treat the matter—sorry—in the
event that access is not provided, the Ombudsman
must treat the matter as a complaint. And if the
Ombudsman recommends action that the public body
refuses to take, the Ombudsman must ask the
Information and Privacy Adjudicator to review the
matter.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of House to adopt the
motion? [Agreed]

Any further bills? Seeing none, we'll move on to
petitions.
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PETITIONS

Personal Care Homes and Long-Term
Care-Steinbach

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): Good afternoon,
Mr. Speaker. | wish to present the following petition
to the Legislative Assembly.

These are the reasons for this petition:

The city of Steinbach is one of the fastest
growing communities in Manitoba and one of the
largest cities in the province.

This growth has resulted in pressure on a
number of important services, including personal
care homes and long-term care space in the city.

Many long-time residents of the city of
Steinbach have been forced to live out their final
years outside of Steinbach because of the shortage of
personal care homes and long-term care facilities.

Individuals who have lived in, worked in and
contributed to the city of Steinbach their entire lives
should not be forced to spend their final years in a
place far from friends and family.

We petition the Legislative Assembly of
Manitoba as follows:

To request the Minister of Health to ensure
additional personal care homes and long-term care
spaces are made available in the city of Steinbach on
a priority basis.

Mr. Speaker, this is signed by B. Fender, J.
Chornoboy, S. Woods and thousands of other
Manitobans.

Mr. Speaker: In accordance with our rule 132(6),
when petitions are read they have been deemed to
have been received by the House.

Cellular Phone Service in Southeastern Manitoba

Mr. Cliff Graydon (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, | wish
to present the following petition to the Legislative
Assembly.

And the background to this petition is follows:

During early October 2011, parts of southeastern
Manitoba were hard hit by wildfires. Thanks to the
swift action of provincial and municipal officials,
including 27 different fire departments and countless
volunteers, no lives were lost and property damage
was limited.

However, Mr. Speaker, the fight against the
wildfires reinforced the shortcomings with the
communications system in the region, specifically
the gaps in cellular phone service.

These gaps made it difficult to co-ordinate
firefighting efforts and to notify people that they had
to be evacuated. The situation also would have made
it difficult for people to call for immediate medical
assistance if it had been required.

Local governments, businesses, industries and
area residents have for years sought a solution to this
very serious communications challenge.

We petition
follows:

the Legislative Assembly as

To urge the appropriate provincial government
departments to consider working with all
stakeholders to develop a strategy to swiftly address
the serious challenges posed by limited cellular
phone service in southeastern Manitoba in order to
ensure that people and property can be properly
protected in the future.

And this petition has been signed by B. Dueck,
E. Gosselin, J.P. Gosselin and a thousand others.
Thank you.

*(13:40)

Mr. Speaker: Committee reports. No committee
reports.

Introduction of Guests

Mr. Speaker: Prior to oral questions, | would like to
draw the attention of honourable members to our
public gallery where we have with us today Anne
Lindsey, who is the guest of the honourable member
for Fort Garry-Riverview (Mr. Allum).

And also in the public gallery, we have with us
Marlene Schellenberg, who is the guest for the
honourable Minister of Advanced Education and
Literacy (Ms. Selby).

On behalf of honourable members, we welcome
you here today.

And on-also in the public gallery, 1 believe we
have Brigitta Schuler, who is the daughter of the
honourable member for St. Paul (Mr. Schuler).

And we also have in the public gallery the
former member for Portage la Prairie, Mr. Brian
Pallister.
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On behalf of honourable members, we welcome
you all here today.

ORAL QUESTIONS

Bill 33
Government Intent

Mr. Kelvin Goertzen (Steinbach): Mr. Speaker,
this morning on the Notice Paper appeared new
legislation that the NDP plan to introduce called The
Election Financing Act and Elections Amendment
Act. | suppose it shouldn't be a surprise. In fact,
there's a pattern that's emerged. After every election,
the NDP government has brought in election changes
to try to gerrymander the next election or clean up
election laws that they broke in the previous election.

Will the Premier confirm today whether or not
this legislation is intended to cover up past violations
or benefit the NDP in the next election or both,
Mr. Speaker?

Hon. Greg Selinger (Premier): Just before I answer
the member from Steinbach's question, | just want to,
on behalf of all members of the Legislature, express
my regrets and condolences to the family of the
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. McFadyen) for the
loss of his father. And we know that's always a tragic
event when you lose your father, especially at a—
quite a young age, and | just wanted to express my
sincere condolences to the Leader of the Opposition.

With respect to the question on public financing,
Mr. Speaker, the answer to the member's question is
neither of the alternatives that he has put forward is
the purpose of the legislation.

Mr. Goertzen: Thank the Premier for the statement
that he made regarding the father of the Leader of the
Official Opposition. We'll pass that along, and |
know it's shared by all members in this House.

In the past, Mr. Speaker, we have seen the NDP
bring in legislation, try to cover up false elections
returns filed by the member himself, from
St. Boniface, for bundling union donations, and, after
the 2007 election, legislation that would've forced
MLAs to vet their correspondence through a
government committee, and also the introduction of
a vote tax.

The vote tax would have put $250,000 into the
pockets of the NDP party. My hope is that with this
new legislation they will follow the example of the
federal Conservatives in Ottawa and eliminate the
vote tax.

| want to ask the Premier whether or not the
legislation that's on the Notice Paper today will
eliminate the vote tax.

Mr. Selinger: Just a couple of points. The member
that raises the question, member from Steinbach, is
the House leader; he knows that it's not appropriate
to debate the legislation before it's actually tabled in
the House. I'm a little surprised that he's trying to
jump the gun in that respect.

I do note, though, that this was the first
government in the history of Manitoba to ban
corporate union donations in the province of
Manitoba. And lo these many years later,
Mr. Speaker, the members of the opposition have
never actually endorsed the banning of corporate
union donations in Manitoba.

I wonder if the member from Steinbach today
would like to affirm or deny whether or not he
supports the banning of corporate union donations in
Manitoba for electoral purposes.

Mr. Goertzen: Mr. Speaker, | certainly support the
banning of NDP Cabinet ministers breaking election
laws.

Given the track record of this NDP government,
we should view any changes to The Elections Act or
The Elections Finances Act with great suspicion. In
the end, they break the laws that they don't want to
follow, and then they change the laws after they've
broken them.

Mr. Speaker, is it the government’s intention to
alter the 90-day blackout window on government
advertising and announcements prior to an election?
Are they looking to change that legislation so the
Minister of Health (Ms. Oswald) can go ahead and
do the same kind of stunt she did before the last
election?

Mr. Selinger: Again, Mr. Speaker, the member from
Steinbach seems awfully anxious to debate a bill
which he has not even seen yet. And he knows how
inappropriate that is. I'm surprised he would be
trying to encourage the House to break the
procedures of the House. It's not a very honourable
way to proceed as the House leader.

Mr. Speaker, we know, historically, that there
had always been the ability to take corporate union
donations in the province. That has now been banned
in the province.

We also know that we've said you no longer can
take tickets from public or private entities with
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respect to professional sports on this side of the
House. The members have nether-the members
have—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Speaker: | know members are very excited to
be in this Chamber and to be having the opportunity
to ask their questions and to pose their answers, so
I'm asking for the co-operation of all honourable
members. Please allow for the questions to be posed
and for the answers to be given.

The honourable First Minister, to conclude your
remarks.

Mr. Selinger: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

As | was saying, the first government in the
history of the province of Manitoba to ban corporate
and union donations was the government on this side
of the House. The members opposite have never,
ever publicly endorsed that decision. They've never
supported that decision. That is very unfortunate.
That shows just how far behind the curve they are.

Now, we find that theyre not prepared to
disclose with respect to whether or not they've
received any tickets with respect to professional
sports,  particularly  hockey, in  Manitoba.
Mr. Speaker, it's very clear the members opposite
really don't have any policy positions with—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Order, please.

Manitoba Hydro
Stability of Power Grid

Mr. Reg Helwer (Brandon West): Manitobans are
trying to recover from the aftermath of Monday
night's windstorm. Crops have been damaged, trees
downed, and utility services have been interrupted.
Manitoba Hydro has publicly stated it cannot repair
all the damage done in a timely fashion due to its
need to, and | quote, manage finite manpower
resources.

Under this NDP's government's mismanagement,
Manitoba Hydro must starve its main power grid of
resources. The reliability of electrical power for
Manitobans is at risk, and this government continues
to drain its resources.

Mr. Speaker, this was a substantial windstorm,
but nowhere near what we've experienced in the past.
If we can't handle this one, how are we going to
handle future ones?

Hon. Dave Chomiak (Minister charged with the
administration of The Manitoba Hydro Act): The
biggest risks to Hydro is to not build a Bipole IlI
line, as members opposite did not do when they were
in office, and which we're proceeding to do. And the
biggest risk to Manitoba Hydro is if you do not have
that alternative line to provide the power.

And it is unfortunate the members opposite seem
to have a real disinterest or dislike for Hydro so that
every occasion that Hydro tries to move forward in
building that line, members put blockage in the way.
We intend to build that line for reliability for all
Manitobans and into the future.

Mr. Helwer: Mr. Speaker, this government loves
Hydro because they can suck its resources dry.

Hydro is starving its main power grid of
resources and putting the reliability of power at risk
due to NDP political interference. This NDP
government has already taken over $2.3 billion from
Manitoba Hydro, resources that have—could been
better used to improve the reliability of Hydro
instead of masking this government's deficits.

When will this government stop interfering and
let Manitoba Hydro do its job?

Mr. Chomiak: | think that Manitobans know that
they have a reliable provider of electricity, unlike
locations in other parts of the country. Manitobans
know that they have the lowest hydroelectric rates in
the country, unlike other jurisdictions.

Manitobans know what the Conservatives did
with the Manitoba Telephone System. They
privatized it, and rates went up. Manitobans know
that.

They trust Hydro. They want to see Hydro grow
and expand and see those 5,000 megawatts put to
use, and we'll do that, notwithstanding the opposition
of the Conservative party who have always opposed
every venture we've done in Hydro, including
Limestone, which they called "lemonstone," and
which now makes money every single year.

Mr. Helwer: Mr. Speaker, instead of focusing on
building a strong power grid that is safe from natural
disasters, Hydro is wasting billions of dollars on a
long, west-side bipole route, a route forced on them
by a letter directly from this Premier. This route
means that bipole will run right through where this
storm went.

* (13:50)
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When will the government admit that their
decisions are making Hydro's power supply less
reliable and putting the safety of Manitobans at risk,
Mr. Speaker? It's maybe not nice to say—make light
of wildlife damage, but is Hydro's goose cooked?

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, at least Hydro won't go
on a wing and a prayer like members opposite tend
to do. The decision on the Hydro bipole has been
made. Work is under way; money's been spent.

I like to ask members opposite where they can
name in Canada a major transmission line has been
built in the last 20 or 30 years, or even a major
pipeline. It doesn't get built; it's very difficult. I'd like
to ask them where the Alaska Pipeline is, the one that
was supposed to be built in 1977, which is still not
built, Mr. Speaker.

We made a decision, we consulted, we put the
resources there, and we'll build the reliability. We'll
export to the United States, and we'll continue to
have the most profitable company with the highest
retained earnings in its history right now.

Manufacturing Sector
Sales Statistics

Mr. Dennis Smook (La Verendrye): Mr. Speaker,
manufacturing sales statistics have been released by
Statistics Canada, and the numbers aren't good for
Manitoba. Canada achieved an increase of
59 percent over the last year. Saskatchewan
achieved an increase of 8.8 per cent, and Manitoba
managed a small increase of 3.5 per cent.
Mr. Speaker, this province is falling behind in
manufacturing, sales, relative to other province.

In light of poor performance figures like these,
can the Minister of Entrepreneurship, Training and
Trade tell this House why his government continues
to make the manufacturing sector less competitive by
raising taxes?

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Entrepreneur-
ship, Training and Trade): Well, Mr. Speaker, let
me start by saying I'm very proud of the
106,000 companies that operate here in Manitoba.
I've had the opportunity to tour a number of them,
and, you know, one of the issues that they speak to
me about, they talk to me about a trained labour
force.

And we're the government that's put in
apprenticeship initiatives, doubling the
apprenticeship seats in Manitoba to deal with skilled
trades. We have the University College of the North

to provide skilled trades for those northern

companies, Mr. Speaker.

And the biggest source of employment for many
of the companies in Manitoba come through the
Provincial Nominee Program, which they stood
down on when we were having the debate about the
value of the Provincial Nominee Program here in
Manitoba. So | don't need any lectures from
members opposite.

Mr. Smook: Mr. Speaker, 14,600 jobs have been
lost in manufacturing between 2008 and the
beginning of 2012. Manitoba's manufacturing sales,
reported for March 2012, are still $155 million below
the level achieved in August 2008. This industry is
not recovering because of this government's high
taxes and massive regulatory burdens.

Will the Minister of Entrepreneurship, Training
and Trade admit that they are on the wrong track?

Mr. Bjornson: Well, Mr. Speaker, we're on the right
track as far as developing CentrePort is concerned,
which will be a tremendous asset for the
manufacturers here in Manitoba.

We're on the right track as far as our initiatives
to reduce the tax burden by, first of all, eliminating
small business tax. We're the first province in
Canada to do so, Mr. Speaker. We have many
advantages that we've been working with the
manufacturing sector to deliver on meaningful tax
relief.

But again, the main issue that | hear from the
manufacturing sector is skilled trades and employees,
and we're working very hard on skilled trades and
training, which members opposite never mentioned
during the election. They never talked about training.
They never talked about any tax relief that they were
prepared to provide for manufacturers here in
Manitoba. But we've been doing so, providing
meaningful  tax  relief,  providing training
opportunities, expanding trade.

Now we have a world trade centre coming to
Manitoba, and we have a very diverse economy—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Member's time has
expired.

Bill 210
Government Support

Mr. Dennis Smook (La Verendrye): Mr. Speaker,
Manitobans are concerned about the long-term
decline of manufacturing under this government's



1288

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

May 16, 2012

rule. Instead of focus on expanding the economy and
creating jobs through things like joining the New
West Partnership, they focus on raising taxes.

I was proud to introduce a bill to join the New
West Partnership to stop this backwards trend.
Will the government admit its direction is wrong?
Will they stand up for Manitoba by supporting
Bill 210 and stop bleeding of jobs from this
province?

Hon. Peter Bjornson (Minister of Entrepreneur-
ship, Training and Trade): Mr. Speaker, we've
stood up by eliminating the corporation capital tax,
saving manufacturers $25 million since 2008. We
stood up by extending the co-operative education and
entrepreneurship tax credit. We've increased the
research and development tax credit, and it's an
interesting contrast to what's happening federally.
We've increased the payroll tax exemption in 2008 as
well, and we go from $1 million to $1.25 million,
and we reduced the rate threshold from 2 million to
2.5.

So we have been standing up for manufacturing;
we'll continue to stand up for manufacturing. We'll
continue to work on new markets for our
manufacturing and we'll continue to see this province
grow and prosper, Mr. Speaker, in spite of the
members opposite.

Manitoba Public Insurance Corporation
Misinformation on Jets Season Tickets

Mr. Ron Schuler (St. Paul): Mr. Speaker, in a
freedom of information request to the Manitoba
Public Insurance Corporation we asked for, and |
quote, the total number of season tickets required by
the corporation for the Winnipeg Jets in fiscal year
2011-2012. And on April 26th we received a
response saying, of the total 340 tickets, 160 were for
employee recognition. However, after the NDP got
caught taking Jets tickets paid for by taxpayers, we
received another response issued on May 15th with
conflicting information.

I ask the minister responsible for the freedom of
information act, the member for Logan (Ms.
Marcelino): Why did she deliberately withhold
information about who got tickets, that is, until she
got caught?

Hon. Jennifer Howard (Minister of Family
Services and Labour): | think we've been very clear
on this issue, that what we are bringing forward is a
new policy and a new day, really, in Manitoba, when
it comes to the issue of receiving complimentary

tickets, certainly a policy that we know from the
auditor's report was never in place throughout the
'90s; that our policy now, on a go-forward basis, is
going to be very clear; that there will be no tickets
allowed to be received by members on this side of
the House from Crown corporations or from
businesses or from unions.

We're still waiting to know what the policy is
from across the way, and maybe today is the day and
we'll find out, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Schuler: Perhaps the minister responsible
would like to answer this question, Mr. Speaker.

In the second, more truthful response, it says that
it wasn't really just employees who got all these
tickets, but NDP-appointed board members and
executives. This information was not reported until
the NDP got caught taking Jets tickets on the
taxpayers' dime.

I ask the minister responsible for the freedom of
information act, yes, the member for Logan: Does
she allow FIPPA reports to deliberately withhold
public information-while, that is, at least until they
get caught? How are we ever to believe any FIPPA
reports from this NDP government? Will the minister
responsible get up and answer this question?

Ms. Howard: I'm really interested in what the
member for St. Paul, who asked that question, had to
say just a few days ago about disclosure and putting
information forward. He said, with respect to the
declaration of tickets received, that the regulations
are very clear that you're supposed to declare gifts. |
think common sense would tell you that, chances are,
that that was a gift you should have registered.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I'm still waiting. A few days
ago, | had asked from the opposition if there was a
list available that declared all of the tickets that any
of the members over there had received from public
Crown corporations, from public organizations, from
businesses, from corporations. We haven't seen that
list yet. We've seen them kind of duck and weave
around the issue, but | think they should take the
advice from the member for St. Paul and disclose
any tickets that they have received from private
businesses.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Schuler: Mr. Speaker, I'll make this question
easier for the minister so perhaps she could get up
and she could answer the question. I'll direct it to her.
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Mr. Speaker, clearly this NDP government
cannot be trusted. This is a government that breaks
election promises, allows Cabinet ministers to break
the election law without consequences, allows
Cabinet ministers to politicize the civil service,
stacks Crown corporations with NDP donors, takes
Jets tickets paid for by the public. And now we know
they will deliberately withhold information from the
public, that is, until they get caught.

The person who signed the freedom of
information request admitted in the revised true
report that he himself got a ticket to a Jets game,
something he can—neglected to mention in the first
report.

* (14:00)

I ask the minister responsible for the freedom of
information act: Why did she deliberately withhold
information? How will anyone be able to trust any
future FIPPA reports from this NDP government?
Will the minister—the member—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Order, please.

Ms. Howard: Well, | guess we're not going to find
out today if any members opposite have received any
tickets from any private entity. We didn't find out
yesterday; we haven't found out the day before.

I noted this morning that some of their friends at
City Hall have disclosed what tickets they received,
but they are not interested. |1 know they've tried to
draw a distinction that somehow some tickets are
different than other tickets, which isn't what the
member for St. Paul said to the Free Press.

So, we'll continue to wait to get that information
from them, Mr. Speaker. I am sure there are
members opposite who are waiting and ready to
disclose any tickets that they may have received
from businesses.

Regional Development Corporations
Funding Cancellations

Mr. Blaine Pedersen (Midland): We are hearing
from regional development corporations in regards to
the cancelling of the partnership agreements with the
Province.

With no consultation, no prior notice, these
community-based organizations are now left to pick
up the pieces. Participating municipal budgets have
been approved, and now the development
corporations are scrambling due to this NDP
government's unilateral move.

Mr. Speaker, will this Minister of Agriculture
reverse his decision and continue to provide support
for these valuable regional development
corporations?

Hon. Ron Kostyshyn (Minister of Agriculture,
Food and Rural Initiatives): | see that we've—have
the same discussions that we had yesterday.

But I want to 'reate’ the discussion | had with the
minister yesterday is that, you know, as I'm sure as
they've realized, government—rural development—
economic development corporations have been in
existence since 1960.

We have to move forward on making changes,
and | understand that we also have number of other
agencies that have a certain amount of comparison
alternatives for the businesses to develop. And I'm-I
want to assure the MLA for midlands that we have
documentation to provide for the RDCs. Thank you.

Mr. Pedersen: Singular.

Mr. Speaker, the regional development
corporations are very vocal about their important role
in community-based support to new businesses and
local-based tourism initiatives. Local governments
continue to support these entities because they
recognize their value, but by unilaterally cancelling
these agreements, this NDP government has turned
their back on rural and northern community-based
economic development initiatives.

Mr. Speaker, why has this government and this
minister turned their backs on economic
development in rural and northern Manitoba? Where
is the sense in that?

Mr. Kostyshyn: Just to inform the-we have to
understand the fact that in the 1960s, we had seven—
[interjection] but it's oddly showing in the-but the
program was brought forward, and | think what we
have to—

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh.
Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

We have members of the public who are here
with us this afternoon to observe question period. I'm
sure members of the Assembly would want to leave a
good, positive and lasting impression of our
activities here with our members of the public. So |
ask for the co-operation of all honourable members.
Please conduct ourselves accordingly.

The honourable minister, to conclude his

remarks.
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Mr. Kostyshyn: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

As we may recall, there were seven RD-
[interjection]

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

The honourable member for St. Paul
(Mr. Schuler), I'm asking, please, for your co-
operation, please.

Mr. Kostyshyn: As—when this program was
originally set up, there was seven RDCs, with the
understanding it was a 50-50 contribution from the
municipal governments with the provincial
governments.

Presently, what we have is three RDCs that are
only matching the original agreement, and | believe
that is something—and the other ones are not. So |
would suspect that that might be some of the
reasoning why we had to have some further
discussions regard that. And | want to ensure the
RDCs have alternative agencies that they can resort
to, to provide the continuation—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Time has expired.

Mr. Pedersen: Mr. Speaker, | would suspect that
this minister hasn't got a clue what he's talking about.
This minister continues to stonewall in the real
reason for this unilateral decision. The minister has
local government experience and yet he has no
influence within his own government to stop this
cash grab at the expense of rural economic
development.

Mr. Speaker: Why won't this minister stand up
and represent rural and northern Manitoba within the
NDP caucus? That's his responsibility. Why doesn't
he stand up and represent rural Manitoba?

Mr. Kostyshyn: And | guess I-I'm very proud to say
being involved in municipal politics for 20-some-odd
years, and | know that the member opposite really,
maybe, doesn't somewhat agree with his vision of
what it takes to be in municipal government. But | do
want to ensure that we are there to protect the-but |
think the main thing, today, is the members opposite
tend to forget when we talk about the Manitoba's
economy.

My question is to the critic: Where is—where was
their support when the Canadian Wheat Board was
being discussed, and how many people did we lose
in job production in the province of Manitoba?

West Perimeter Bridge
Project Status

Mrs. Myrna Driedger (Charleswood): Mr.
Speaker, one of the biggest issues for people in
Charleswood right now is the two-year partial
closure of the West Perimeter Bridge and the near
accidents that this is causing. The minister told us
late last year that the project was on schedule and
was supposed to have reopened last fall, but six
months later, there's only one lane of traffic in each
direction and nothing is happening. In Estimates, the
minister said that now a steel girder needs to be
replaced or repaired.

Can the minister tell us: What is the extent of
this problem with the girder and when can we expect
that particular area to open? When can that bridge
reopen, Mr. Speaker?

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation): Well, indeed, Mr. Speaker,
we did discuss this matter in Estimates, and |
certainly look forward to detailed discussions when
we resume in Estimates.

I know the critic for MIT has asked many
questions as well in terms of this, and again, the
issue here is an issue of safety. We have to make
sure it is in a position to be safe. And I can assure the
member that our staff is working with the
engineering expertise to get that open again, and, you
know, | know sometimes it's difficult for members—
understand that. But we have—our commitment,
when it comes to any kind of projects, is make sure
it's done properly, to make sure it's done safely, and
that's what we're doing in this particular project.

Mrs. Driedger: Well, Mr. Speaker, that is all very
interesting. The minister, in Estimates, said it was a
steel girder problem. | did speak with his office a few
weeks ago and they said that the concrete cracked
when they poured it over the footings, so the deck
core samples were sent for analysis in January.
Results were only to take a few weeks. So I'm not
sure if this problem is with the steel girders or the
concrete deck, but it's been months since the samples
were sent.

And if more work needs to be done,
Mr. Speaker, why isn't that happening now? There's
nothing going on on that bridge for the last six
months. What is going on with this?

Mr. Ashton: Mr. Speaker, we've been very up front
with the difficulties with that, and I'm rather
surprised here. | thought the member did the right
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thing in asking this question in terms of Estimates,
but I can tell you this is work that is done by
consulting engineers in conjunction with our
department, with the contractors that are out there.
They're certainly doing their best.

But one thing we will not do—and | know the
member's not an engineer; neither am I. We're going
to rely on the engineering expertise. We'll make sure
it's safe before we open it, and I'm really surprised
that the member considers this a political issue. It's
an issue of safety. Safety comes first when it comes
to transportation in this province.

Mrs. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, he's right. This is a
safety issue and I don't know why they're not doing
something for the last six months. There's red lights
and stop signs there and there's near accidents
happening because they are doing nothing.

Mr. Speaker, | was also told that load testing was
being done to determine the level of stress on the
bridge. In the meantime, we've got four lanes down
to two lanes on a major stretch of highway

* (14:10)

Mr. Speaker, | was also told that load testing was
being done to determine the level of stress on the
bridge. In the meantime, we've got four lanes down
to two lanes on a major stretch of highway because
the bridge may not be able to handle the load. In fact,
we're only supposed to go 70 kilometres now over
the bridge. So, I'd like the minister to get his story
straight.

This is a safety issue, Mr. Speaker, and I'd like to
ask the minister: If this bridge is safe for the
20,000 vehicles that go over that bridge every day, is
that bridge safe right now?

Mr. Ashton: | want to remind members opposite
that one of the things that we have done over the last
number of years is been proactive when it comes to
assessing the structure of our bridges, Mr. Speaker.

And unlike other jurisdictions, where you had
significant problems, whether it be in the Portage
area with the bridge, in terms of No. 1, where we’ve
been dealing with rebuilding bridges and again, we
get no credit from members opposite. They don’t
even vote for the funding for it. We have put bridges
No. 1. In fact, we in our current capital program,
we’re putting 80 bridges, Mr. Speaker, a prime focus
because of the flood.

Now, Mr. Speaker, you know, if the member
opposite wants to politicize this issue, it is an issue of

safety but, you know, I’d like to know why every
time we put money in for infrastructure, quadruple
the capital budget that they have in their office, she
votes against it.

First Nations Communities
Water and Sewer Infrastructure

Hon. Jon Gerrard (River Heights): Mr. Speaker,
for 12 years the Premier (Mr. Selinger) and his NDP
government have presided over a province in which
some of our citizens in northern Manitoba are living
in Third World conditions without clean, running
water. Shamefully, the Premier has not ensured in
more than 12 years that all Manitobans will have
clean, running water. On Monday, the Premier said
he had put a proposal to the federal government to
address this issue.

I ask the Premier: Does his proposal aim to have
the 1,400 homes which are without clean, running
water connected by the MKO deadline of December
31st of this year, 2012, and if not, why not?

Hon. Eric Robinson (Minister of Aboriginal and
Northern Affairs): Mr. Speaker, yesterday the
member for River Heights tabled an agreement that
was signed in 1992 between the government of
Canada and the government of Ontario.

Now, before we talk too in-depth about the
agreement that was tabled, which is the first time our
government’s had an opportunity to look at it, upon
quick glance, it appears to me that the agreement that
the member has been talking about is more than
about the issue of water.

This has outstanding issues relating to land in
the province of Ontario transferred back to the
federal government. So, | just want to get the record
straight that, in fact, what they did in Ontario is quite
different from what our reality here in the province
of Manitoba.

The agreement in Ontario is for 21 First Nations
that had a backlog of water and sewage services, and
the federal government contributes their portion, as
does the Ontario government back in 1992,

So, | don’t want to—anybody to be misled by this
agreement that we keep hearing about, that we saw
for the first time yesterday.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Gerrard: Mr. Speaker, | am absolutely
astounded that the minister has never seen this
agreement. | was told by representatives of MKO
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that the government was told about this agreement
back in around 1999 and they have no excuse for not
knowing about this agreement. | have been talking,
in fact, | asked questions last year, about this
agreement, so | don’t know where this government
has been.

And the essential thing about this agreement is
that it addresses clean, running water to First Nations
communities so communities are not without clean,
running water to their homes.

The Premier has been talking about a proposal
earlier this week. Will the Premier table his proposal
to get clean, running water to homes in northern
Manitoba?

Mr. Robinson: To date, as | indicated yesterday,
Mr. Speaker, we have-we've had three of the four
communities, excluding St. Theresa Point, give this
government band council resolutions in order for us
to work with them. On board, we have the Frontiers
Foundation, in addition to the support of the
Mennonite Central Committee. What we need is the
treaty partner in this, and that's very key.

The government that has the primary
responsibility of this is the federal government
because of their treaty obligations under Treaty
No. 5. Without them we cannot proceed. | may not
agree with that and-but this government indeed has
done whatever it can in its power to ensure that these
people, the good people in Island Lake and in other
remote communities, are treated like Manitobans and
treated like Canadians, and that's exactly what our
government has done.

Mr. Gerrard: Once again, this government has had
more than 12 years to get the job done of connecting
homes to clean, running water. | am astounded that
they didn't even know what was happening in other
provinces and previous agreements to get this same
objective, and even if they packaged the agreement
slightly differently, it provides a way that the
government of Manitoba and the government of
Canada can move forward together.

On Monday, the Premier said he'd made an
offer, a proposal to the federal government. Will the
Premier table his offer, his proposal, today, so we
can see it, or has he never actually made a proposal?

Mr. Robinson: Well, Mr. Speaker, the Aboriginal
Affairs Working Group, which is the Aboriginal
affairs ministers from each of the provinces and
territories, will be meeting in Winnipeg in the late
fall, and again this issue will be among the many

issues that will be discussed that are challenging
Aboriginal people currently.

I just want to indicate to the member, he belongs
to a political party that once advocated the
assimilation of Indian people into Canadian society.
Let's not forget about the 1969 white paper, and here
all of a sudden he's a champion of Indian issues.

Let me say, Mr. Speaker, that our contribution
has been the east-side road that the First Minister has
spoken about so eloquently in previous answers to
questions raised by the member from River Heights.
We have installed, for the first time ever and
anywhere in Canada, renal treatment centres to deal
with the issue of people requiring dialysis. Nobody
has done that elsewhere—

Mr. Speaker: Order.

Standardized Report Card
Implementation

Ms. Erna Braun (Rossmere): Success in learning
for our children involves many people. We all know
that students do better when parents are full partners
in the education of their children.

Can the minister please tell us about her
announcement from the other day of a very
important initiative that will improve the quality of
our education system and assist parents to help their
children succeed?

Hon. Nancy Allan (Minister of Education): Well,
we actually are excited on this side of the House
about the new report card.

This is a new report card. | had the honour of
unveiling the new report card yesterday at Sister
MacNamara School, a very diverse school in this
wonderful province of ours, and this is the first time
in the history of the province that Manitoba has a
common report card that is portable from school to
school, school division to school division, and it is in
plain language and it is consistent and it will help
parents know the strengths and weaknesses of their
young people in our public education system. It is a
communication tool to determine what supports they
need so that they can do better in school. It's part of
our quality initiative.

We are implementing the report card voluntarily
for the first year because we want teachers to have
the opportunity—

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Time has expired.
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Provincial Road 227 Intersection
Traffic Safety

Mr. lan Wishart (Portage la Prairie): In April of
this year, requests were made for a temporary ford
crossing to replace the bridge on Provincial Road
227 on the Portage Diversion. Local producers and
farm equipment dealers and others are concerned
about safety as they currently have to use the busy
Trans-Canada Highway to cross the Portage
Diversion.

It has come to light that a permanent ford
crossing already exists on Dunning Road where it
crosses the Winnipeg floodway. It has been used
successfully for many years.

Mr. Speaker, could the minister explain why this
option was not made available for producers on 227?

* (14:20)

Hon. Steve Ashton (Minister of Infrastructure
and Transportation): | do want to thank the
member for raising the question.

We have a series of bridges in this province that
are impacted by flooding, and in each and every
case, whether it's in Coulter or whether it's in
Killarney or whether it's the bridge in question,
we're—our first priority is to rebuild the bridge. And,
in fact, we're doing that with 80 bridges across the
province, some cases, totally reconstructing.

But when it comes to temporary access issues,
we're looking at it on each particular site. 1 know
we're still discussing the Coulter area. Some
proposals from the local municipality. There's a
different situation in Killarney again, and in each
situation it comes down to ensuring access where
possible, yes, but we have to look at not only cost but
safety factors, and this is the situation in this area. It's
no different from any of the other issues we're
dealing with related to the flood, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Wishart: The minister must recognize there's
substantial risk to motorists on Highway 1 at the
Portage Diversion when large farm equipment leaves
the nearby service roads to cross on either the east or
westbound bridges. There's been several near misses
at this intersection. Requests have come in from
many stakeholders to consider a permanent ford
crossing on the Portage Diversion at the north
service road of Highway 1. All believe this would
greatly reduce the risk to motorists.

Mr. Speaker, would the minister commit to
move forward on timely manner to implement this
solution?

Mr. Ashton: I certainly appreciate that a member is
talking about potential solutions as well. And I want
to indicate that-you know, at times we may have
debate on issues related to transportation. I may have
mentioned the fact we've tripled our highway
spending, quadrupled our highway capital budget—
members don't always support that end.

But when it comes to looking at solutions, one
thing | want to put on the record, and | think it's
really important to note this, I'm really proud of a
department, MIT, that last year really proved itself in
terms of the flood, like many other departments of
government, like our municipal governments. And
you know what? We're seeing tremendous work done
by them in the reconstruction-we'll look at any
creative solutions.

And | encourage members, as this member is
doing, is to be part of the solution, Mr. Speaker,
because it's going to be a stark rebuilding process,
and I hope that members opposite will be part of that
historic rebuilding of this province.

Mr. Speaker: Time for oral questions has expired.
Speaker's Ruling
Mr. Speaker: | have a ruling for the House.

Order. Following grievances on Thursday,
May 3rd, 2012, the honourable Official Opposition
House Leader (Mrs. Taillieu) raised a point of order
regarding incorrect information being brought to the
House in relation to the issue of a Cabinet minister
breaking a law. She stated that when the Premier
(Mr. Selinger) defended the Minister of Health
(Ms. Oswald) during oral questions, he did—in
quotations, "did not bring factual information to this
House." End of quotations. The honourable Minister
of Justice (Mr. Swan) also spoke to this point of
order.

| took the matter und