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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Thursday, December 8, 1994 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

PRESENTING PETITIONS 

Physical Education in Schools 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to present the petition of Herman Matharu, 
Rossanna Lumagbas, Joann Kellow and others 
urging the Minister ~ible for Education (Mr. 
Manness) to consider reinstating physical 
education as a compulsory core subject area. 

Ms. Marianne CeriDi (Radisson): Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to present the petition of Whitney Hill, 
Kathleen McNamara, Melissa Davidson and 
others requesting the Minister of Education (Mr. 
Manness) to consider maintaining physical 
education as part of the core curriculum from 
kindergarten to senior high. 

READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS 

Taxation on Gillam Housing 

Mr. Speaker: I have reviewed the petition of the 
honourable member (Mr. Robinson). It complies 
with the privileges and the practices of this House 
and complies with the rules. Is it the will of the 
House to have the petition read? 

Some Honourable Members: Yes. 

Mr. Speaker: The Oerk will read. 

Mr. Oerk (William Remnant): The petition of 
the undersigned citizens of the province of 
Manitoba humbly showeth that: 

WHEREAS due to a shortage of housing in 
Gillam and the high cost of living in that 
conmnmity, employees of Manitoba Hydro have 
lived in housing supplied by Manitoba for many 
years; and 

WHEREAS this housing benefit has been a 

condition of employment; and 

WHEREAS Revenue Canada proposes to tax 
this housing retroactive to 1991. 

WHEREFORE your petitioners humbly pray 
that the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba may be 
pleased to request that the Minister responsible for 
Manitoba Hydro consider reviewing the impact of 
this tax upon the world'orce in Gillam on an urgent 
basis to ensure that Gillam residents are not 
impacted retroactively by this tax decision. 

AND FURTHER your petitioners humbly pray 
that the Legislative Assembly will request the 
Minister of Hydro to lobby the federal Minister of 
Revenue in regards to this tax decision. 

AND FURTHER your petitioners humbly pray 
that the Legislative Assembly will request the 
Minister of Hydro to consider guaranteeing that 
Manitoba Hydro will cover any retroactive taxes 
oo. housing should the federal govemment not 
reverse their decision. 

Physical Education in Schools 

Mr. Speaker: I have reviewed the petition of the 
honourable l:laDber (Mr.l...aimureux). It complies 
with the privileges and the practices of this House 
and complies with the rules. Is it the will of the 
House to have the petitioo. read? 

Some Honourable Members: Yes. 

Mr. Speaker: The Oerk will read. 

Mr. Clerk: The petition of the undersigned 
residents of the province of Manitoba lmmbly 
sheweth: 

'!HAT in July 1994, the Minister of Education 
introduced an action plan entitled Renewing 
Education: New Directions; 

'IHAT this report will make physical education 
an optional course in Grades 9 to 12; 
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1HAT the physical education cwriculum should 
be regularly reviewed to ensure that it meets the 
needs of students; 

1HAT the govemm:nt is fulling to recognize the 
benefits of physical education such as improved 
physical fiUless, more active lifestyles, health 
promotion, self -discipline, skill development, 
stress reduction, strengthened peer relationships, 
weight regulation, stronger bones, reduced risk of 
health diseases and improved self-confidence. 

WHEREFORE your petitioners humbly pray 
that the Legislative Assembly urge the Minister 
responsible for Education to consider reinstating 
physical education as a compulsory core subject 
area. 

• (1335) 

Mr. Speaker: I have reviewed the petition of the 
honourable member (Ms. Cerilli). It complies 
with the privileges and the practices of this House 
and complies with the rules. Is it the will of the 
House to have the petition read? Do you want it 
read? Okay, the Oerk will read. 

Mr. Clerk: The petition of the undersigned 
citizens of the province of Manitoba lmmbly 
sheweth that: 

WHEREAS the proposed changes to the 
Manitoba cwriculum would have no physical 
education required for students after Grade 8; and 

WHEREAS the social, intellectual, emotional 
and physical benefits of physical education have 
been proven through extensive research; and. 

WHEREAS requiring physical education for 
high school sends a message that physical activity 
is important for life and encourages high school 
students to make life choices to stay active and it 
fits into a preventative health strategy; and. 

WHEREAS many parents, students, medical 
professionals and educators, health and recreation 
specialists are urging that physical education be 
increased in schools. 

WHEREFORE your petitioners humbly pray 
that the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba may be 
pleased to request the Minister of Education to 
consider maintaining physical education as part of 
the core cwriculum from kindergarten to senior 
high. 

TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hon. Eric Stefanson (Minister of Finance): Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to table three reports: the 
Third Quarter Report for Manitoba Telephone 
System for 1994; the Report for The Manitoba 
Foundation for the fiscal year 1993-94; and the 
Report for the Fiscal Stabilization Fund for 1993-
94. 

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to table the Report for the Manitoba Horse Racing 
Comnission, the Annual Report for the Economic 
Imovation and Technology Council and additional 
information which is the State of Innovation 
Report for Manitoba. 

Hon. Donald Orchard (Minister of Energy and 
Mines): Mr. Speaker, I would like to table the 
43rd Annual Report for the Manitoba Hydro­
Electric Board for the year ending March 31, 
1994. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Bill 204-The Health Reform Accountability 
and Consequential Amendments Act 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, 
I move, seconded by the member for Swan River 
(Ms. Wowchuk), that leave be given to introduce 
Bill 204, The Health Reform Accountability and 
Consequential Amendments Act; Loi concernant 
l'obligatioo redditioooelle m matiere de reforme de 
la sant6 et apportant des modifications 
correlatives, and that the same be now received 
and read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, for the third session 
in a row, we will be introducing this particular 
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new bill. It is a very positive suggestion, and I 
know that all members of the House who often 
speak of positive announcements in this regard 
will accept this bill in the light that it is given. 

As indicated previously, this bill provides for 
real public input. It calls for the minister to table 
infonnatim that has not been available in the past, 
to table infonnatim in this House and through this 
House to the citizens of Manitoba. It calls for 
public hearings to be held by the minister 
regarding the government's health proposals. It 
calls for public hearings to be held by health care 
institutions and others to allow the public to have 
real and meaningful input into health in this 
province. It calls for an ombudsman or another 
third independent party to act as a spokesperson 
and to act as an advocate for people who feel they 
have been aggrieved or have difficulties with the 
health care system 

We feel this is a very positive pronouncement 
and we are certain that all members of the House 
will join us in supporting this positive measure to 
try to open up the process of health reform. 

Motion agreed to. 

• (1340) 

Bill200-The Family Maintenance 
Amendment Act 

Ms. Norma McCormick (Osborne): Mr. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the member for The 
Maples (Mr. Kowalski), that leave be given to 
introduce Bill 200, The Family Maintenance 
Amendment Act; Loi modifiant Ia Loi sur 
I' obligation alimentaire, and that the same be now 
received and read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Ms. McCormick: Mr. Speaker, the purpose of 
Bill 200 is to amend ten sections of The Family 
Maintenance Act, to protect the rights of custodial 
parents, to resolve administrative impediments 
which frustrate the routine enforcement of child 
support orders, and to broaden the collection 

powers of the Maintenance Enforcement Program. 
Specifically, the amendments would remove the 
power of a judge to remit orders and require that 
informatim m default of child support obligations 
be registered with credit bureaus. 

I recommend consideration of this bill to all 
members of the Legislature. 

Motion agreed to. 

Bill lOS, The Health Care Records Act 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Klldonan): Mr. Speaker, 
I move, seconded by the member for Wolseley 
(Ms. Friesen), that leave be given to introduce Bill 
205, The Health Care Records Act; Loi sur les 
dossiers medicaux, and that the same be now 
received and read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, this bill proposes to 
provide a right to Manitobans to have access and 
receive access to their public health records. It 
provides the public with the right which is not 
necessarily enjoyed by the public in law. 

It provides them with the right to have access to 
their records and for that access to not be 
reasonably withheld 

It is very important at this time of health care 
cbaoge that the public, who are increasingly aware 
of what is happening in the health care system, 
have access to their records. I am sure all 
members of the House will join us in supporting 
this progressive measure. Thank you. 

Motion agreed to. 

Bill207-The Regulations 
Amendment Act 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, I 
move, seconded by the member for Wolseley (Ms. 
Friesen), that leave be given to introduce Bill207, 
The Regulatims AITl"..ldnr.nt Act; Loi modifiant Ia 
Loi sur les textes reglementaires, and that it now 
be read a first time. 
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Motion presented. 

Mr. Ashton: Mr. Speaker, this bill will be 
familiar to members of the Legislature. It was 
moved by the f~ member for Flin Flon in the 
past session. It deals with the important area of 
regulations particularly as they affect small 
business and going beymd some of the activity 
that has taken place which involves discussion 
review of regulation to ensure that regulations are 
reviewed by the Standing Committee on Statutory 
Orders and Regulations. 

Since 1972, this has in effect not happened, and 
we are increasingly finding that many of the 
regulations that are creating difficulties for 
businesses have never in fact been debated either 
by the Legislature itself or by a committee of the 
Legislature. 

We believe this particular bill in conjunction 
with The Small Business Regulation Relief Act 
which we will also be introducing in this session 
an a later day will go a substantial way to ensuring 
that some of the burden of red tape that many 
businesses face and some of 1he lack of 
accountability for regulations that we as members 
of the Legislature see an a regular basis, Mr. 
Speaker, will be taken care of by referring these to 
a Standing Committee an Statutory Orders and 
Regulations. 

Motion agreed to. 

• (1345) 

Bill 209-The Donation of Food Act 

Ms. Becky Barrett (Wellington): Mr. Speaker, 
I move, seconded by the member for Radisson 
(Ms. Cerilli), that leave be given to introduce Bill 
209, The Donation of Food Act; Loi sur le dan 
d'a1inr.nts, and that the same be now received and 
read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Ms. Barrett: Mr. Speaker, as we pledged last 
week, we are now introducing this legislation, The 

Donation of Food Act, which is based an 
legislation from Ontario which will protect donors 
of food from liability as long as the donations are 
given in good faith. 

We applaud the govemm:ut for having followed 
our lead and introduced Bill 5, and on a more 
serious note, Mr. Speaker, would hope that since 
the two pieces oflegislation are virtually identical, 
all members of the Legislature would be able to 
pass this, either piece of legislation, prior to our 
rising for 1he Christmas season. I would 
recommend thaL 

Motion agreed to. 

BillllG-The Manitoba Public Insurance 
Corporation Amendment Act 

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): Mr. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the member for 
Swan River (Ms. Wowchuk), that leave be given 
to introduce Bill 210, The Manitoba Public 
Insurance Corporation Amendment Act; Loi 
modifJant Ia Loi sur Ia Soc~~ d'assurance 
publique du Manitoba, and that the same be now 
received and read a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Mr. Leonard Evans: Mr. Speaker, this bill 
lliDCDds the ~fault program of MPIC which was 
introcluad in March of this year. Our bill is based 
in part an proposals put forward by Manitobans at 
the committee hearings on Bill 37 in 1993 . 

Our 111'11"nCfoxons provide for more equitable and 
fairer treatment of victims of accidents including: 
1) removal of discrimination against seniors; 2) 
payment of income replacement effective the day 
after the accident rather than one week so that 
claimants will not lose a week's wages or income; 
3) improved and more generous benefits for 
spouses of deceased victims; 4) more generous 
benefits generally, including death benefits for 
other family members as well as improved benefits 
for those requiring personal home assistance; 5) 
provision for claimant advocates to assist persons 
who wish to appeal an award made by MPIC, and, 
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very importantly, broadening the basis for appeal 
to the Court of Appeal which under the existing 
legislation has been limited to questions of law or 
jurisdiction only; and 7) provision for a 
comprehensive review of the no-fault program by 
the Public Utilities Board on or before June 1, 
1997. 

Mr. Speaker, there are many other amendments 
which are included in this bill; however, all of 
them are designed to make the no-fault insurance 
system fairer and more acceptable to Manitobans, 
at the same time maintaining the basic integrity of 
the no-fault system 

Motion agreed to. 

Introduction of Guests 

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, may I 
direct the attention of honourable members to the 
gallety, where we have with us this aftemoon from 
the Greenland School twenty-two Grades 8 and 9 
students under the direction of Mr. Randy 
Warkentin. This school is located in the 
constituency of the honourable member for La 
Verendrye (Mr. Sveinson). 

From the Red River Community College 
Language Training Centre we have twenty 
students under the direction of Karen 1horlakson. 
This school is located in the constituency of the 
honourable member for Point Douglas (Mr. 
Hickes). 

From Maples Collegiate we have eighteen 
Grade 12 students under the direction of Mr. 
Gordon Boyko. This school is located in the 
constituency of the honourable member for 1he 
Maples (Mr. Kowalski). 

From Sisler High School we have thirty Grade 
9 students under the direction of Mr. Richard 
Pesik. This school is located in the constituency of 
the honourable member for Inkster (Mr. 
Lamoureux). 

On behalf of all honourable members, I would 
like to welcome you here this afternoon. 

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD 

Health Care System 
Audiology Services-Children 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Opposition): 
Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Premier. 

The govemor.nt put a lot of words in previous 
Speeches from the Throne and again the existing 
Speech from the Throne dealing with preventative 
health and children's health. 

In 1989, the governnr.ot received a report called 
the McDermott report recommending increased 
services in audiology and speech, but in 1991 after 
they said in the Speech from the Throne they were 
going to proceed with the healthy child program, 
they proceeded to cut 1hose services across 
Manitoba. 

We are aware of long waiting lists in both 
preschool and early-age school children in these 
very important services, preventative services that 
help chlldren and help our total health care system 

I would like to ask the Premier (Mr. Filmon) 
what has been the impact of 1heir cuts on the 
caseloads of children receiving audiological 
assessments. 

Bon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): I 
am pleased to see the new approach being taken by 
the New Democratic Party with regard to children 
in our province. It is refreshing to see. 

We have had to upgrade our health system in 
very many areas from the time that we took over 
frm1 the New Democrats. To see the emphasis 
being placed on a child health strategy that is 
being developed in the government, a strategy that 
the announcement made by the Leader of the New 
Democratic Party recently has an uncanny 
resemblance to, we are delighted that the 
hmourable member is noticing and teaming what 
we are doing in these areas and supports that 
approach. I look forward to continuing to worlc 
together with the Leader of the Opposition on 
developing a strong child health strategy in 
Manitoba. 
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* (1350) 

Mr. Doer: 1be minister did not answer the 
question. What was the impact of the former 
Minister of Health's cutbacks approved by the 
Premier (Mr. Filmon) in 1991, which at the time 
were called by the Speech and Hearing 
Association, ImSsive cuts in audiology programs? 

If this is going forward, Mr. Speaker, people 
with children in the conmnmities feel you are 
going backwards and have the evidence to prove 
it. 

I would like to ask the minister what has been 
the impact of a reduction in the caseloads in 
audiology in school-age children from 6,000 in 
1991 when they made the cuts, down to 3,000 in 
1993. What has been the impact on these children 
that need these preventative health care services so 
they can have an education and dignity and so they 
can have an opportunity in their lives rather than 
being denied those opportunities by Tory health 
care policies? 

Mr. McCrae: Mr. Speaker, the tone of the 
honomable member's question sounds a little 
menacing and unhelpful. I know that deep down 
they do shale with me a concem for a health care 
system that will provide us with healthier 
COIJllll1mities in the future. 

You cannot advocate cootinuous spending in the 
same traditional ways we have always spent in 
double-digit levels of inflationary spending. You 
cannot advocate all of that and then advocate also 
a healthy health system in the futwe. So we do 
look for some consistency from honourable 
members opposite. We look for support from 
them when they see a shift from a system of health 
care which is dealing only with illness and to the 
exclusion of dealing with programs and policies 
that would promote healthier communities. 

So as I say to the honourable Leader of the 
Opposition, I look forward to his support and the 
kinds of details he might like to have from us, 
what infonnatioo we have, we will make available 
to him. 

Mr. Doer: Mr. Speaker, the only consistency we 
see from the government is kind words and cruel 
rutbacks. What they do and what they say are the 
opposite. You will excuse us if the public is a 
little cynical about listening to the government 
talking about a healthy child program after they cut 
back many of the preventative programs. 

I would like to ask the minister-and I asked him 
a question about the caseload which he did not 
answer. I asked him another question about this 
program, which he did not answer. Can the 
minister advise the House and the people of 
Manitoba on the length of waiting lists for 
preschool children for audiology programs at St. 
Boniface and Health Sciences Centre? 

We have been informed by a vice-president of 
the speech and language programs for preschool 
children that the waiting list is over a year for 
S<llre of these children. It is especially affecting­
and members opposite may want to pay attention 
to this-it is affecting all children, and it is 
especially tough on rural children. 

Mr. McCrae: Mr. Speaker, I take note of the 
honourable member's question and undertake to 
provide information to the honourable member 
about services that are provided in Manitoba. 

But I dare say the honourable member ought to 
be consistent in his approach to health care in 
Manitoba. The honourable member needs to 
understand that unlike his own government, the 
government for which he sat around the cabinet 
table and spent a lesser percentage annually oo 
health services in Manitoba than the present 
government, he has to bear in mind that a higher 
rate of total government spending is spent in 
Manitoba, a total of 34 percent. That figure 
cannot be matched anywhere in this country. You 
have to come to Manitoba to find that level of 
health care spending going on. 

Now we need the honourable member's support 
and that of his party in spending those dollars as 
wisely and as well as we can to secure a healthy 
population. Any efforts that he makes in that 
direction I will appreciate, and I will not 
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appreciate the kind of approach that has been 
takrn for too loog by.menilets in his party. But as 
I said, the announcement he made a week or two 
ago with respect to child health I welcome, and I 
hope that signals a turning of the comer on the 
part of the New Democratic Party. 

• (1355) 

Aboriginal Health Conference 
Manitoba Representation 

Mr. Eric Robinson (Rupertsland): Mr. 
Speaker, this govermnent has treated aboriginal 
health care in the same way it has treated other 
aboriginal issues. It has cut programs and ignored 
the needs of aboriginal people, and the lack of 
interest in this issue can be summed up by the 
failme of the govemment to find one single person 
in the Health department that could benefit from a 
conference that was held in April of last year in 
Toronto dealing with aboriginal health. 

My questioo is for the Minister of Health. Why 
was the Manitoba govermnent the ooly province 
not represented at this conference? 

Bon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Mr. 
Speaker, the honourable member ought to bear in 
mind that a very, very large percentage of the 
program and spending going on in the Health 
department in this province, in the Justice 
department, in the Family Services department is 
spent on aboriginal Manitobans. 

The honourable member refuses to take any 
notice of that, and the hmourable member ought to 
be in contact with me and with our counterparts in 
the federal govermnent to remind them of their 
responsibility, while I very cautiously applaud 
what I see happening in recent days in Manitoba 
respecting Status Indians in Manitoba, a cautious 
view but hopefully optimistic of the future for 
relationships between the various levels of 
govermnenl 

The hmourable member ought to remember that 
many, many aboriginal Manitobans are served by 
the system that we have here, but we cannot expect 

a federal govermnent to enjoy very much in the 
way of credibility if they want to pull back from 
taking part in programming. They want to have a 
say in how programming nms, but they want to 
back away from financing them, Mr. Speaker. 
That is not going to work in Manitoba or 
anywhere in Canada 

Chlldren's Dental Health Program 
Reduction Justification 

Mr. Eric Robinson (Rupertsland): Mr. 
Speaker, the govemment recognizes that children 
in Manitoba are up to 10 times more likely to be 
admitted to hospital if they live in a poor income 
group, and I think that aboriginal people definitely 
-it will come as no surprise to members in this 
House that they definitely will fall under that 
category. 

Why was the ooly response from this 
goveJilllrlll to poor quality health care to be more 
cuts and the elimination of programs like the 
Children's Dental Program when there are no 
replacements available in these conummities? 

Bon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Mr. 
Speaker, I hope the honourable member makes 
himself aware of the Manitoba Centre for Health 
Policy and Evaluation which, in the words of his 
colleague for Kildonan, is beyood reproach in 
terms of its ability to advise govermnent and to 
evaluate prognum. That centre tells us that people 
living in poorer social and ecmomic ciicumstances 
of this province make the most use of our health 
care system 

Well, that should not surprise anybody who 
knows that the people in poor economic 
ciicumstances also do not enjoy the same level of 
health status as people in other economic 
circumstances. 

That being said, why does the honourable 
member not recognize, as the Manitoba Centre for 
Health Policy and Evaluation does, that people in 
those income groups and social and economic 
groups do indeed receive the health care, higher 
levels of health care than other people in 
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Manitoba? 

With that being said, why does not­
[interjection] Read the report. I mean the 
honourable member for Kildonan (Mr. Chomiak) 
tells us the centre's efforts and work is above 
reproach. I mean, you cannot have it both ways. 
1be honomable member does not want to listen to 
advice that is there and given to us in an 
independent way, but the fact is, will he get m 
board with us when we try to deal with the issue of 
a healthier population? 

• (1400) 

Northern Nursing Program 
Government Support 

Mr. Eric Robinson (Rupertsland): Mr. 
Speaker, my final question is to the same minister. 

The minister should know the seriousness of a 
health issue facing aboriginal people in this 
province and the consequences of the refusal of 
this province to recognize and work with these 
problems with the aboriginal representative 
organizations. 

Is the minister at least prepared to formally 
endorse the Manitoba Keewatin Owi Olcimakanak­
proposed Northern Bachelor of Nursing Program 
which has received support from the fedeml 
government? 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Mr. 
Speaker, it will be my hope and my expectation to 
support any measure within our ability and 
jurisdiction that we are able to participate in that 
would improve the overall health of our 
population. 

I can point to programs that are in 
implenrntation stages in northern Manitoba right 
now where many aboriginal people live dealing 
with mental health services. Where was the 
honourable member's party when for many, many 
~ the consumers of mental health services and 
their families have been asking for proper services 
in northern Manitoba? No, that was not good 

enough. It all had to be done in the city of 
Winnipeg or in Brandon or in Selkirk and if yru 
did not live there then you had to get there 
somehow. That is where the honourable member 
and his colleagues stood, Mr. Speaker. 

Where was the honourable member when we 
were announcing new psychiatric beds at The Pas 
or in Thompson? Where was the honourable 
member when we are putting in place self-help 
centres with the help of the government? Where 
are the honourable members opposite when it 
comes to providing services in the community in 
northern Manitoba? 

Just in case the honourable member did not 
think about it, he might check to see what the 
admissions at the Health Sciences Centre are as 
well. 

Employment Creation Strategy 
Provincial Comparisons 

Mr. Paul Edwards (Leader of the Second 
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, my question is for the 
Premier. 

Just earlier today, the Premier took the members 
of the Winnipeg Ownber of Commerce through a 
fun-filled trip through fantasyland about the 
ammt state of the economy. The Premier set his 
own target and his own goal and his own test. He 
talks about the primary purpose of government 
being that of creating jobs. I agree. All of the 
things that we talk about-sectoml analysis, trade 
with one country or another-it comes back to the 
jobs that we want to have in Manitoba. That is 
what this is about. 

My question for the Premier: He said in his 
speech. so far this ~we have already seen 8,000 
~full-time jobs than at the same time in 1993. 
In fact, according to the Manitoba Bureau of 
Statistics it is 7 ,000, but the main point, Mr. 
Speaker, is the countiy has created in that same 
period of time 386,000. Our percentage of that 
based m our populatim should have been 15,400. 
We got 7,000. Why is this province performing at 
less than the national average in the creation of 
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jobs? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, I 
think it would be well for the member opposite to 
do a little bit of research and to look into all 
aspects of Manitoba's economic growth. For 
instance in the last five years, including 1994, four 
of those five years Manitoba's GOP growth will 
have exceeded the national average-four of the 
five years. That is a phenomenal record and 
som::thing that has not been seen for a long time in 
this province. 

We know, of course, that there was nothing­
[interjection] I know that it pains the member for 
Cmcordia (Mr. Doer) to hear the truth. Well, this 
is from Stats Canada and you may want to read 
them and try and understand them. The member 
opposite may want to read them and try and 
understand them, because they are here for 
everybody to see. 

In fact, if he wants to take a look at his own 
record, the record of the administration of which 
he was a part-1985 Manitoba's GOP rate was 
below the national average; '86 it was below; '87 
it was below; '88 it was below; '89 it was below. 
Finally, since 1990, we have had growth rate 
above the natiooal average; 1990, '90-91 and 1993 
and 1994, Mr. Speaker, that is exactly the fact 
This is Stats Canada. It is there for you to see. 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to job creation, this 
province has added 15,000 jobs in the last three 
months alone-15,000 jobs. You have to take a 
cmtinuum, not just me IDJD.th at a time and so on. 
In the last three months, we have added 15,000 
jobs, which is among the highest growth rate of 
job creation in this country. 

In 1993, we were third best in Canada in job 
creation rate, and we continue the progress of job 
creation. That is what it is all about. I will talk 
more about other elements of the economy in 
response to the next question. 

Mr. Edwards: Let us take the continuum theory, 
Mr. Speaker. Let us take September 1990, when 
this government got a majority, to November of 

'94, the last month for which we have employment 
statistics. Let us take that period of time. 

In that period of time, this province has had a 
decrease of 6,000 jobs. There were 507,000 
people working in September '90. There are 
501,000 working as of November '94-down 
6,000. In the same period of time, having gone 
through the same recession, the nation is up 
125,000 jobs. 

Why is this province uoderperforming the nation 
on jobs, whether it is the continuum. the last year, 
the last two years, the last three years? Why is this 
government not doing the job? 

Mr. Filmon: Mr. Speaker, among many things, 
as I explained to the chamber of commerce, this 
province has had a reduction of public sector jobs 
of s~ 16,000 during the period from 1988 until 
the present That is not necessarily an unhealthy 
situation. What it means is that we are getting off 
the dependency oo public sector jobs, paid for 
totally by the taxpayer, and moving oo to private 
sector aeation of jobs. Dmiog that same period of 
time, the private sector job creatioo has made up 
for the public sector job creation. 

Let me tell you a little bit about where the 
growth is taking place. In terms of exports this 
year, this province's exports have increased better 
than any other province in Canada during this year 
of 1994. That is a continuum again of experience 
that we have had, because between 1990 and 
1993, our exports to the U.S. went up 40 percent 
during that period, which was the highest increase 
again of any province in Canada. 

Our increase in mining, for instance, this has 
become the hotbed of Canada for the mining 
industry. We have had, for two years in a row, the 
highest levels of exploration in mining in our 
province's history. 

In manufacturing, our manufacturing job rate, as 
the throoe speech said-firstly, our job increases in 
manufacturing this past year have been the highest 
in any province in Canada, but we are now back to 
a 13-year high in the number of people working in 



252 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA December 8, 1994 

manufactming, Mr. Speaker. Those are all good 
news and those are the kinds of things I would 
expect the Leader of the Liberal Party to endorse, 
to support and to be happy about because it is 
good for Manitobans. 

Mr. Edwards: Mr. Speaker, the Premier 
continues to sectorize this sector, that sector, this 
trading partner, that trading partner. The bottom 
line is jobs. That is what he says. That is what he 
talks about. When he talks about exports, let him 
remember that the most valuable export from this 
prov:ince is our people and in particular the young 
people. We have lost net 30,000 people under this 
government, 13,000 of them between the ages of 
20 and 29 looking for their first career. 

Mr. Speaker, my final question for this Premier: 
Why, in his term of governmc:nt that is coming to 
an end, has he underperformed the national 
average of job creation? Why do we have 6,000 
fewer Manitobans worldng and in the same period 
of time going through the same recession, the 
nation has created 125,000 more? Why is that? 

Mr. Filmon: Mr. Speaker, firstly, the figure is 
wrmg. The figure is that the comparison between 
September of 1990 and November of this year on 
a seasooally adjusted basis is a difference of 1,000 
jobs. Dming that period of time, we have gone 
through both the second worst recession this 
centmy and an economic n:structming from a 
production economy to an information economy. 

The job creation continues to grow, as I said, 
15,000 jobs added since August of this year alone 
and growth in every sector of the economy to the 
point that manufacturing jobs are at a 13-year 
high. This cootinues to show the progress that we 
embarlced upon, a progress that as a result of the 
changes that we have made, changing so that we 
have 16,000 fewer people in the public sector so 
that there is less drain on the taxpayers of this 
prov:ince, no tax increases for seven years in any of 
the major areas of taxation. Those changes have 
been lauded by people throughout the country from 
outside our provinre. The Dominion Bond Rating 
Service has said that Manitoba has been the most 
fiscally responsible province in Canada since 

1987. That is a result of the effects and the efforts 
of this province. 

Mr. Speaker, I would think that this ~mber. 
above all, would want to help Manitobans take 
pride in all of these accomplishments. The growth 
in tourism, the growth in manufactming, the 
growth in every one of those sectors that we have 
talked about-mining, telecommunications-that is 
good news for Manitoba and it is opportunities. 
Instead of being so negative all the time, I would 
hope that he would join together in a nonpartisan 
way and celebrate the accomp~nts of 
Manitoba. 

• (1410) 

Health Care Facilities 
No-Deficit Polley 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, 
we are very pleased to hear the recent 
announcement that Seven Oaks Hospital wiD not 
be laying off any staff this year. We also know 
that the Department of Health, in writing, allowed 
Seven Oaks Hospital to have its $8,000 deficit 
covered this year. 

Can the minister indicate wbcther the provincial 
no-deficit funding policy has been changed for this 
~and whether it will remain in effect next year 
after the election? 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Mr. 
Speaker, I am petplexed by the sudden interest of 
the honourable ~mber opposite in issues like 
deficits. 

Honourable ~ in the New Democratic 
Party and also, especially, ~mbers in the Liberal 
Party are very good at helping governments, 
suggesting ways to increase deficits and debt. 
Now all of a sudden, we get a question that has 
s~ kind of a concem about a deficit. I must say 
I am delighted to have such a question but very 
surprised that it should be coming from this 
particular honourable ~mber. 

His interest in Seven Oaks Hospital is 
coTJ1TJlC':Ddable too. 1he improvements they have 
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been making, especially with programs for release 
for people so that they can have home care services 
at home, his interest in that whole area is 
refreshing to me too, and I appreciate it. 

I am happy to report to the honourable member 
that there are very few hospitals in Manitoba who 
are experiencing deficits any more. That is a credit 
to the operatioos and the people in those hospitals 
throughout Manitoba who have worked very hard 
with Manitoba Health and in their commmities to 
deliver good services to the people and to do so in 
an efficient way. 

I have a lot of~ for those people, and I spend 
it with them all the~. Those who have deficits, 
those few, we will continue to work closely with 
them. 

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, that is the seventh 
questioo in a row the Minister of Health has 
refused to answer. 

I will ask him again. Can the minister indicate 
whether or not the payment for the deficit policy 
will apply to St. Boniface's $800,000 deficit this 
year and its aaumdated deficit of $4.1 million, to 
Victoria Hospital's $250,000 deficit, to the Health 
Sciences Centre's millioo dollar deficit? Will the 
funding for the deficit that is being applied this 
year to Seven Oaks apply to those institutions as 
well? 

Mr. McCrae: Mr. Speaker, I thought I was being 
very responsive. I will ooly ~epeat the answer to 
the last question. 

There are very few hospitals in this province 
that are experiencing this problem We are 
working very closely with them to IeSolve those 
deficit problems. 

Nobody wants to have deficits, Mr. Speaker, not 
the govemment. Maybe honourable members 
opposite do. They have certainly demonstrated 
that they like deficits a lot. That is not where we 
are going, and that is not where these hospitals are 
going. We will continue to work closely with 
them, as I said in my last answer. 

Mr. Chomiak: Mr. Speaker, can the minister try 
to explain perhaps the fact that he will fund some 
deficits this year, but C()JlllTUmity health centres 
were told in a letter dated September 21 that the 
no-deficits policy will apply to their budgets, 
despite the fact that apparently, according to Jules 
Benson, they will be getting more money this year? 

How does he reconcile the fact that some deficits 
appear to be funded. and community health centres 
have been told that their deficits will not be 
funded? 

Mr. McCrae: Mr. Speaker, I repeat, we are 
going to be working with the hospitals to ensure 
that deficits will be eliminated in an orderly 
manner. 

While all of this is happening, I should remind 
hmourable members about the performance of the 
hospitals and the staff that are working in those 
hospitals, the doctors, the nurses, the adminis­
trators and the technicians and the cleaners and all 
of those people who have been working so very, 
very hard to do the best that they can for the 
patients of this province. 

At a time when hospital budgets are either flat, 
or in some cases dcaeasing, we are doing more for 
the patients of this province. We are conducting 
more services. We are doing mote not-for­
admission surgeries and we are getting better 
outcomes than we ever have before. At a time 
when the honourable member wants to doom and 
gloom and talk about how terrible everything is, 
our hospitals are getting better. 

Highway Construction Projects 
PTHlS 

Mr. Daryl Reid (Transcona): Mr. Speaker, 
good roads are a lifeline for many C()JlllTUJOities in 
northem Manitoba. Many communities are served 
by ooly one road Roads such as 391, 384, 373, 
280 and 234 are the ooly roads feeding northern 
rural commmities. 

Recently, the RCMP issued a public notice for 
one such road, advising against its use due to its 
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dangerous condition when residents of northern 
Manitoba were injured. 

My questioo. is for the Minister of Highways and 
Transportation. Can the Minister of Highways 
explain why he authorized nearly $2 million for 
the paving of Provincial Trunk Highway 15 in his 
own constituency?-since this project does not 
appear on either the 1990-91, 1991-92, 1992-93 
and 1993-94 project lists. 

Hoo. Glen Findlay (Minister of Highways and 
Transportation): 1be member refers to one or 
two roads in the province of Manitoba, some 
18,000 kilometres. Staff constantly analyze what 
kind of projects will respond to community need 
and number of vehicles on a road 

The road be refers to has 6,000 vehicles per day. 
The department has been looking at fom-laning 
that road for many, many years, or, whether 
because of the large volume of traffic at this time, 
in the interests of safety, there was a way to make 
it more safe in the short term. 

Six thousand vehicles a day is a lot of vehicles 
oo. any road in this province. I know there is need 
all ovel' the province. I just met with the Union of 
Manitoba Municipalities where 35 different 
delegations of nmnicipalities came. We have 
roads to upgrade all over this province. There are 
long-term plans in the department on every road in 
the province. 

What is the most cost-effective way to improve 
sarety oo. the road is the issue. 1be member refers 
to 391. I have been up there; staff have been up 
there. We have consulted with commmities up 
there. 

We are going to respond with a meeting next 
month to try to determine where priority use of 
scarce dollars can do the most effective job of 
improving that road, which is the aoly road to 
some of those comunmities. 

• (1420) 

Mr. Reid: 1be more the minister explains it, the 
deeper he digs. 

I would like to table a copy to refute the 
minister's statistics that he has provided here 
today. Can the minister table either an RCMP 
advice notice pertaining to the dangerous condition 
of Provincial Trunk Highway 15 or advice from 
his department on the dangerous conditions or 
poor road surface for this provincial trunk 
highway? Can he table that information? 

Mr. Findlay: Mr. Speaker, I am disappointed 
that this member wants to attack citizens from 
having good roads in the province of Manitoba. 
Every road we build can be attacked by somebody 
in some other comrmmity saying, it should have 
been our road instead of their road 

Through the process of evaluating roads in the 
department and using scarce dollars, we allocate 
the dollars where we believe the numbers of traffic 
and cooditioo. of the road will improve road safety 
to the maximum allowed 

Mr. Speaker, the member for Dauphin (Mr. 
PlOOman.), wlal be was the Minister of Highways, 
spent $30 million on a bridge to nowhere, $30 
million that could have been spent anywhere else 
in the province to improve the road system. 

Mr. Reid: Mr. Speaker, here the question is 
fairness, fairness for all Manitobans. 

My final question is for the same minister. Can 
this minister explain why he authorized, in 
addition to the paving of the road service, the 
paving of the shoulders of Provincial Truck 
Highway 15 in his own constituency when so 
many roads in northern Manitoba are begging 
attention? 

Mr. Findlay: Mr. Speaker, as we upgrade road 
surfaces in Manitoba, whether it is Highway 16, 
whether it is Highway 1 East or West or Highway 
75 or Highway 15, the standard is to pave the 
shoulders for additional road safety when the 
traffic volumes are as high as they are on those 
roads . 

There is need all over the province. We are 
respoo.ding to the need because we have increased 
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spending on highways from $85 million when we 
came into govemment to $109 million, $110 
million today. We are doing a class-one job of 
upgrading roads in this province. 

That m:mber does not want Manitobans to have 
safer roads. 

Hazardous Waste Management Corporation 
General Manager-Remuneration 

Ms. Norma McCormick (Osborne): Mr. 
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of 
Environment 

On March 10, 1994, I received a letter from Mr. 
Sherwood, the president and cbief executive officer 
of the Crown COipOratioos Council, in response to 
some questions I had asked with respect to the 
contract agreement between them and the then­
general manager of Manitoba Hazardous Waste 
Management Corporation. 

The response indicates that the employment 
contract between Mr. Johnson and the corporation 
was provided for a level which was higher than the 
council's guidelines. 

Mr. Sherwood's letter says: When the council 
drew this to the attention of the minister, the 
agreement was terminated and a new agreement 
entered into which was consistent with the 
council's guidelines. 

Mr. Speaker, we have received information that 
under this new contract-

Mr. Speaker: Question, please. 

Ms. McCormick: 1be question to the Minister of 
Environnrnt is: Has the Minister of Environment 
again been called into account by the Crown 
Corporations Council as the remuneration paid 
fwther exceeds the guidelines? 

Hon. Glen Cummings (Minister fA 
Environment): Mr. Speaker, the member speaks 
as though this was some kind of a clandestine 
operation whereby she acquired this information. 

It was sent to her, as I understand, by the Crown in 
question to make sure that she had full information 
in reference to the salaries that were being paid so 
that there would be no question about where 
public dollars are being spent. 

The fact is, the contract that was entered into 
with the gentleman with whom she has taken some 
dislike-! guess would be the best way to describe 
it-that contract was kept on an hourly basis, Mr. 
Speaker, so it could be severed any day in 
anticipation that the COipOration would evolve into 
a public-private-sector co-management and 
investment. To that end, it was a IWch better 
arrangement than the previous arrangements that 
were in place, which in fact allocated up to some 
six months of severance pay for staff that have in 
fact been replaced. 

Ms. McCormick: A supplementary to the same 
minister. Mr. Johnson was paid $76,000 which 
was more than he was entitled to be paid under the 
original contract 

A supplenrntary: Were additional monies paid 
to Mr. Johnson on his termination of tenure as 
general manager? If yes, what was the amount 
paid? 

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Speaker, this is exactly the 
point that I am attempting to make with the 
m:mber. This contract had no health leave or sick 
pay, had no severaoa: pay. It had no allowance for 
any time off or pay in lieu of holidays. This was 
strictly a per hour contract that could be terminated 
at any time in the best interests of containing the 
cost to the corporation. 

In fact, when the gentleman left, he was left 
without any pension other than what he might have 
provided for himself, no sick leave and no 
severance pay. That, I believe, Mr. Speaker, has 
completed eluded the trember across the way. She 
would prefer that the corporation went back to its 
old policies where it provided six months 
severance pay. 

Ms. McCormick: My final supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. Can the minister advise this House of 
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the current contractual arrangements with the 
Manitoba Hazardous Waste Management 
Corporation, given that he has been replaced by a 
new chief executive officer? 

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Speaker, I would ask if you 
would allow the member to supplement her 
question. A current condition with whom? 1he 
present officer or the past one? 

Mr. Speaker: 1he honourable member for 
Osborne, with clarification, please. 

Ms. McCormick: 1be contractual arrangements 
with the Manitoba Hazardous Waste Management 
Corporation. 

An Honourable Member: By whom? 

Ms. McCormick: By Mr. Johnson. 

Mr. Cummings: He is gone, Mr. Speaker. 

Highway Construction Projects 
Northern Manitoba 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, 
the hypocrisy of this government and this Minister 
of Highways is incredible. 1be Minister of 
Highways knows full well that this government 
has cut the consttuction budget that is going to 
northern Manitoba from 15 to 20 percent of the 
budget to less than 5 percent. 

I would like to table a presentation from the 
Leaf Rapids Ownber of CoiDDlCl'Ce, the mayor 
and council ofl..eafRapids, HBM&S, Leaf Rapids 
Health Centre, Leaf Rapids School District, 
United Steelworkers of America 8144, South 
Indian Lake, Nelson House, the Leaf Rapids 
Chamber of Commerce: a letter and a picture 
demonstrating just how bad this highway is. 

I have a very simple question to the Minister of 
Highways: Why is it that he will not face the 
reality that northern roads and 391 are in, in 
particular? Why has he refused to try to meet with 
people in Leaf Rapids, Nelson House and other 
communities affected as recently as this Friday? 

Why will he not meet with northerners? 

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Highways and 
Transportation): Mr. Speaker, for the member's 
informatioo. if he is interested in knowing what is 
going on, 3 percent of the traffic in Manitoba 
occurs on the roads he is talking about; 8 percent 
of the maintenance and 5 percent of the capital 
spent where 3 percent of the traffic occurs. 

I have to be the minister for all citizens of 
Manitoba. I have a department of some 2,300 
people whose job it is to do the maintenance, to do 
the road assessnrnt, and I have driven that road in 
very recent days with staff of the department 

I have n:x:t with members of the c()DlJlllmities of 
Leaf Rapids, Lym. Lake, Churchill and 
Thompson, along with the Minister of Northern 
Affairs (Mr. Pramik), and the agreement from 
those people was to sit down with my department 
staff with technical information to determine on a 
consensus basis how we appropriate dollars to 
maximize the improvement of those roads, Mr. 
Speaker. 1bat was agreed to by members of those 
councils, conmnmities, that the member talks 
about. 

We n:x:t in that office of the Minister ofNorthem 
Affairs, and that meeting is being set up with my 
departm:m and those c()DlJlllmities for next month 
to deal with emcrgmcies that need to be addressed 
in 1995. 

Minister of Highways and Transportation 
Resignation Request 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, 
let there be no doubt about the intentions of this 
govemment and the fact they will do anything to 
punish northerners. 

I would like to table a letter that was sent to the 
member for Rupertsland (Mr. Robinson), a letter 
from the Minister of Highways (Mr. Findlay) in 
which he crossed out-and I will quote what he 
crossed out in this letter: the government will 
eventually provide a surfaced route from 
Thompson to Leaf Rapids. 
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The minister personally crossed out this letter 
which was prematurely sent to us, pbviously a 
draft letter. 

What I would like to ask, Mr. Speaker, is to the 
Premier. Will the Premier remove this 
incompetc2ll Minister of Highways who is shafting 
northerners when it comes to road construction? 
He crossed it out. 

Bon. Gary Filmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, the 
biggest punishnr.ot that is visited upon the people 
of the North is having that MLA as their 
representative. 

Mr. Speaker: Time for Oral Questions has 
expired. 

• (1430) 

NONPOLnnCALSTATEMENTS 

Pierre Radisson Collegiate Seniors 
Christmas Evening 

Mr. Speaker: Does the honourable member for 
St. Vital have leave to make a nonpolitical 
statement? [agreed] 

Mrs. Shirley Render (St. Vital): Mr. Speaker, 
I want to applaud Pierre Radisson Collegiate for 
the very innovative and community spirit program 
that they provided for the seniors in their area. 

Last night, December 7, the food services 
students cooked a Christmas dinner for over 200 
seniors, and with help from other students and 
stan: they served, as I said, over 200 seniors from 
their immediate area. Work education and ESL 
students decorated the gym, and the music 
department students and the staff choir performed 
for the seniors. As you can see, this was a total 
school effort. Everyone pitched in. 

I understand that the nmsic was so invigorating 
that some of the selections, such as Elvis Presley's 
All Shook Up, had the seniors get up and dancing 
in the aisles. In fact, the seniors so enjoyed the 
evening that they decided to leave some money on 
the table which the school in tum donated to the 

Christmas Cheer Board. 

So, a thank you to the staff and students of 
Pierre Radisson for giving their time and energy to 
the seniors of the area and thanks to the seniors 
who retumed the spirit of giving by donating to the 
Christmas Cheer Board. 

So once again, congratulations to Pierre 
Radisson for initiating a c()lllllllmity event which 
also helped to develop their students' skills and 
work experience. Thank you. 

Press Gallery Reception and Hockey Game 

Mr. Speaker: Does the honourable Minister of 
Finance have leave to make a nonpolitical 
statement? [agreed] 

Ron. Eric Stefanson (Minister of Finance): Mr. 
Speaker, I rise on behalf of all members of this 
side of the House to say thank you to the press 
gallery for their kind hospitality at the reception 
last night. 

As you well know, the gallery and other 
members oftbe media challenged the three parties 
to a friendly game of street hockey in the parking 
lot last night. What better time of year to put our 
differences aside and participate in a friendly 
sporting event in the crisp, clean Manitoba air. 
Also, what better way for a group of Canadian 
men and women to get together for a good time 
than an informal game of road hockey in the spirit 
of our youth and a great Canadian pastime. 

Mr. Speaker, as usual, you displayed a great 
deal of diplomacy and impartiality in playing goal 
in four of the games last night for opposing sides, 
and I would like to express the thanks of all 
members of the House for your very good 
sportsmanship. 

I would also like to pay tribute to the Leader of 
the Oppositim (Mr. Doer) for his athletic prowess 
in being the top goal scorer of the evening. 
However, his grace and determination did not 
match those of our Premier (Mr. Filmon) who 
scored several goals himself, one of which came 
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from what I can ooly humbly describe as a 
magnificent play by myself. 

I would like to add with all modesty, the score 
once again faVOUR:d this side of the House, and the 
troJby is now proudly displayed in the office of 
our Premier. 

Once again, Mr. Speaker, thank you to the 
media, to yourself, and to all members of the 
House for their good sportsmanship and the ability 
to relax and enjoy ourselves. Thank you. 

Mr. Speaker: Does the honourable Leader of the 
official Opposition have leave to make a 
naopo1itica1 statement? [agreed] You bet he does. 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Opposition): I 
would like to join the Minister of Finance (Mr. 
Stefimson) in thanking the press corps for the good 
idea, I thought, of having a road hockey game. It 
is a little bit similar to our pastime as youth, I 
suppose, but it was missing some of the old 
ingredients of road hockey as we know it from our 
grandfathers and grandmothers who used to play 
with other material, rather than a broom hockey 
ball. I believe it was called a road apple in the old 
days. 

Pelbaps rather 1han having these new fancy balls 
that froze and then broke at the end of the game 
when it was a crucial point, we could have the old 
equipment in the next game. 

We would like to congratulate members 
opposite and all the deputy ministers and executive 
assistants and others who joined in on their 
victorious team. We want to congratulate you on 
your victory. It is, as our caucus said today, the 
ooly thing you have won in the last four years, but 
it is worthy of congratulations. 

It is something we should do a little more often. 
Good physical fitness I think is good for all of us 
in the Ownber and all of our communities. 
Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: Does the honourable Leader of the 
second opposition party have leave to make a 

nonpolitical statement? [agreed] 

Mr. Paul Edwards (Leader of the Second 
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, I would be remiss if I 
did not join with both of the representatives of the 
other parties in thanking the media for organizing 
the event last night which I had the great pleasure 
to participate in. Although I obviously have to 
recognize that we did not fare as well as I had 
hoped and finished in third behind the parties, we 
did beat the nrdia. We were able to overcome the 
challenge of the media. 

Mr. Speaker, I might congratulate you for an 
outstanding job. We do not blame you for our first 
loss, although we did notice that you did improve 
over the course of the evening. You did a 
wonderful job. I was reflecting on why you had 
chosen to be the goalie. I suspect it was because 
it was the ooly position you could play and smoke 
at the same time. That is fair ball. You did a 
wonderful job. 

The level of competition was so high that the 
original ball actually broke apart over the course 
of the night It was broken up, not before that 
frozen object hit a number of us for which we are 
feeling pain today. 

In any event, it was an outstanding evening. I 
hope to do it again. It was mentioned it would be 
an amwal evmt. We all hope that indeed comes to 
pass. The ooly possible reason I can think that we 
did not do better was because I simply need a 
bigger caucus. Thank you very much. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 
(Fifth Day of Debate) 

Mr. Speaker: On the adjourned debate, the fifth 
day of debate, on the proposed motion of the 
honourable member for Emerson (Mr. Penner) for 
an address to His Honour the Lieutenant­
Governor, in answer to his speech at the opening 
of the sessioo, and the proposed amendment by the 
honourable Leader of the official opposition in 
amendment thereto, and the proposed 
subamendment as proposed by the honourable 
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Leader of the Second Oppositioo (Mr. Edwards) in 
further amendment thereto. 

Mr. Harry Schellenberg (Rossmere): Mr. 
Speaker, it is with great honour that I rise to speak 
on the throne speech. 

I have enjoyed being part of this Legislature for 
the past year and a half I have found the time here 
and my work in the constituency very rewarding. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend you for your 
fine work, because you have been personable and 
fair in your work as Speaker. 

I would like to wdcome back all members of the 
House on the 125th anniversary of our province. 

I would especially like to extend a warm 
welcome to the six Pages of this House. I am 
certain their time here will be a real learning 
experience. 

I must mention Jeff Browaty, one of the Pages, 
who is a student at River East Collegiate where I 
was a teadJer for many years. I wish him the very 
best, and I hope he can share the experiences here 
with students and teachers at River East Collegiate 
where excellence and hard work has been a 
tradition over many years. 

I would just like to point out that River East 
Collegiate has a reputation for being one of the 
finest schools in Manitoba. Traditions of 
excellence in athletics and academics are two 
strong points of that collegiate. 

Mr. Speaker, I must inform this House that two 
students from River East Collegiate, David 
Eggertson and Alex Potenza, were involved in a 
fatal car accident on December 3 at the comer of 
Highway No. 59 and Springfield Road The 
school had a service in memory of these teenagers. 
I commend the staff and student body for this 
service. Our condolences go to the family and we 
wish the others in the hospital a speedy recovery. 

I would like to express my sincere appreciation 
to the constituents of Rossmere for bestowing en 

me the trust and honour for allowing me to 
represent them in this Chamber. I commend the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Doer) for his hard 
wOik, good leadership, his informed knowledge on 
the many issues that are debated in this House. I 
have appreciated his assistance. 

I would like to make a brief evaluation of the 
throne speech in the context of what the residents 
ofRossmere are telling me. The government will 
know what the people in Rossmere think because 
most of them were involved in the Rossmere by­
election. Most of these cabinet ministers were up 
and down McLeod Street, Oakland, Springfield, 
you name it. So they are very familiar with 
Rossmere. 

We know that Rossmere is a working class 
constituency with a large number of seniors. 
When I speak to residents at the coffee shop, at 
senior citizens' homes, at the Rossmere 
cmstitucncy office or at the doorstep, people have 
great concerns about the future of this province in 
respect to the economy, health care, jobs and their 
youth. 

The Speech from the Throne suggests that there 
is optimism, economic growth, job creation and a 
general satisfaction with the future. Let me tell 
you that I hear a very different story at the doorstep 
in Rossm:re or the phone calls that I receive at the 
constituency office. People are facing very 
difficult times. Welfare, poverty, unemployment, 
food banks, soup kitchens are on the rise. 
Students have completed four years of university, 
and there are no jobs in sight. People with 
master's degrees are working at fast-food 
restaurants or driving a taxicab. This seems to the 
first generatioo ofyatm.g people who will not have 
the quality of life that their parents experienced 

• (1440) 

Gambling seems to be the ooly economic 
strategy the provincial government has, and that 
certainly has its negative, social side effects. 

On top of this poor economic situation we have 
violence in the schools and on the street. Crime is 
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also on the rise, and crime is one of the main 
topics at the doorstep. Mr. Speaker, this is the 
beginning of a social breakdown in our society. 
The gap between rich and poorer is growing, and 
there is no strategy to deal with these problems. 

Oilld poverty, which Manitoba is number ooe 
in, teenage violence, crime, unemployment, 
welfare are symptoms of a real crisis in our 
society. All these issues are related to the poorer 
economic performance and a total inactivity of our 
government on the economic front, except for the 
VL Ts that are spread all over the province. It is 
doubtful if they are a benefit to many of the local 
C(.lllUDJmtties. 

In the Legislature we have been hearing a lot 
about the Year of the Family, but the family bas 
been undermined by the VLTs, the job cuts, 
'llDCiqlloymcot, child care cuts, cuts to education­
and I might say ACCESS is just one example-cuts 
to home care, Pbarmacare delisting, cuts to 
personal care llo.oa-;md the cost of personal care 
homes has gone up from anywhere between $26 
and $46 a day. There are cuts to senior citizens' 
housing, and the cost of some senior citizen 
housing has gone up between $500 and $600 per 
year. Cuts to social assistance and many other 
cuts that I do not have time to list. 

The family has had DJJch of its economic 
support base removed. The best support a family 
can have is a job. It is job creation that is lacking 
in this province. The throne speech reveals no 
vision or strategy to deal with the many problems 
Manitobans face. 

(Mr. Jack Pemer, Acting Speaker, in the Chair) 

Education is another concern to Manitobans. 
The throne speech and the new blueprint for 
education do not address the problems a teacher 
faces in the classroom The policy of parental 
involvement in education is always appreciated, 
but a partnership with teachers, principals, 
superintendents and trustees nmst be developed 
The present policy shuts out teachers, principals 
and other professionals from participating and 
developing educational policies. 

The compositioo. of the Parent Advisory Council 
in the new guidelines is problematic. Parental 
involvement in schools will only be effective in a 
spirit of trust and collaboration. Teachers and 
staff in general must have a meaningful role to 
play at the school level. The present policy limits 
teachers and principals from even voting on the 
new advisory councils. 

The Minister of Education should show more 
respect and trust towards teachers. It is a teacher 
that is one of the keys to good education for our 
children. It is a teacher that is a caregiver to 
students in these difliadt times. It is a teacher that 
is a link between home and school. It is a teacher 
that has a real influence and a strong relationship 
with students and parents, and therefore the 
teacher should be part of the Parent Advisory 
Council. 

Do not declare war oo. the teachers. They can be 
a support to the whole school system What the 
Minister ofEducatioo. should do is give support to 
the teacher so that the authority of the teacher in 
the classroom is restored. The minister should 
work with teachers, trustees, superintendents and 
principals and try to find a solution to the 
difficulties in the classroom 

The govermrmt bas also failed to be flexible, as 
Grade 11 history and physical education from 
Grades 9 to 11 was made optional. Trustees, 
principals and teachers, parents are very upset 
about making these comses optional. I realize that 
the Minister of Education and the Premier have 
received many letters from many school divisions 
on this matter. There seems to be very little input 
into the new blueprint in education. It even 
seemed as if the P.C. caucus has bad very little 
input into that new blueprint. 

I know that I, as a foaner teacher, an MLA from 
Rossmere, have bad very little input into the new 
blueprint because the new blueprint was never 
discussed in the Legislature. It seems that the 
Minister of Education is the main author of the 
new blueprint. 

I would like to comment on the importance of 



December 8, 1994 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 261 

histmy for a IDJ.meot. Why would the government 
drop Grade 11 histmy when we have Quebec at 
the brink of separation? Unity at this moment is 
very important. All other provinces require a high 
school history course except Manitoba. Why 
should Manitoba students be shortchanged? We 
are a country with many new Canadians, who will 
teadl them the rich history of Canada? We spend 
millions of dollars commemorating our history by 
building nwseums, moonments and placing 
historical markers on special places. Our very 
legislative grounds promotes history by all the 
monuments that SUIIOUnd it. We have the 
monument of Louis Riel, La Vercndrye, Lord 
Selkirk and General Wolfe on these grounds. 

The knowledge of our past helps us to 
understand and appreciate the present. It teaches 
citizenship. It teaches us about First Nations 
people. It teaches us about Canada's contribution 
and participation on the world stage, such as 
peacekeeping and other U.N. work. It teaches 
Canadianism and teaches us to celebrate the past. 

Physical education is another matter that needs 
some discussion in this Legislature because of its 
great importance. The Manitoba Sports 
Federation was at the Legislature recently and the 
literature they handed out states that if 40 percent 
of the population became involved in regular 
physical activity, the net savings from health care 
to that countty would be $6.5 million per day. 
That statem:nt supports the importance of physical 
education. 

Research points out that students involved in 
athletics do better in school and have lower drop­
out rates. Many students are kept in school 
because they like the physical activities and the 
sports programs. Many students just wait for the 
physical education class. 

I know the Premier (Mr. Filmon) and the 
Minister of Education (Mr. Manness) have 
received letters from school authorities and the 
general public on this matter. I hope the 
govemment reconsiders its position and makes 
Grade 11 Canadian history and physical education 
compulsory to Grade 11. 

• (1450) 

I would like to make some comments on health 
care as well. Health care has remained an 
important issue on the doorstep since the 
Rossmere by-election. Very little has changed 
except that the CAT scanner is now used at the 
Concordia Hospital, and plans to close the 
emetgency ward seem to have been dropped. 
Seniors are especially concetned over the delisting 
ofPbarmacare, the inaease of personal care homes 
fi:om $26 that mnges to $46 per day, the cuts at the 
hospital and the long lineups at the emetgency 
ward at Concordia Hospital. 

The whole concept of Americanizing and 
privatizing our health care system is something 
people in Rosstnere fear. The Connie Curran 
mxle1 is smrething people strongly reject. People 
still talk about Connie Curran getting $4 million 
for American ideas of cuts to health care. The 
heavy cuts to home care is another real concem to 
seniors and disabled people. Our caucus wants to 
move fi:om costly acute care beds to a comnnmity­
based health care system where people live in the 
comnnmity instead of public institutions. 

It is mly fair as Urban Affairs critic that I 
comment on our city. The govemment does not 
seem to have a vision for this city. The run-down 
infrastructure is just an example of the lack of 
directioo and commitnr.nt for the city. The streets, 
the sewers, the sidewalks are in need of great 
repair. One small rain and all the basements are 
flooded. Welfare, poverty is on the increase. 
About 30,000 or llliR people in Winnipeg live off 
of welfare. The province spends about $60 
millioo oo welfare in Winnipeg, a city of about 20 
million. Also, the federal govemment spends 
more millions on unemployment Why does the 
govemment not use all this money to work on the 
infrastructure, create jobs? 

People tcod to vote with their feet. Many of our 
people, especially}'OlDlg people, not only have left 
the city but have left the province. The whole 
downtown needs more attention. There has been 
a real depopulation of the downtown as a result of 
people wanting to escape the crime and poverty 
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that exist there. For example, Emopean cities 
have made a real effort to rebuild their downtowns, 
which attract people and makes them into vibrant 
cnmmmities. Instead of maybe spending millions 
on bridges, we should be rebuilding the 
infrastructure so that people's quality of life is 
improved in the core area. 

The Winnipeg Development Agreement is 
another issue that needs discussing. Apparently it 
seetm as if it has halted completely. As you know, 
it is a $75-million agreement with the three levels 
of government to rebuild our downtown. It 
appears that the provincial government is dragging 
its met on this program at the present time. Let us 
hope that the provincial govemment speeds up this 
program because the downtown needs this money 
to rebuild the lives of the people in the inner city. 

Taxes are a major concem and especially 
property taxes. We hear a lot about freezing taxes 
when in reality taxes have risen. For instance, a 
reduction of $75 in the property tax credit took 
place in 1993. The sales tax base was extended to 
include newspapers, personal hygiene supplies 
such as soap and shampoo; snacks were included, 
meals under $6, school supplies such as rulers, 
pens, erasers; baby expenses such as baby foods, 
cloth diapers, disposable diapers, soothers, baby 
bottles, baby cups, all had been added to the sales 
base. 

Gasoline tax has increased by one cent per litre, 
which is about $20 per year per person. The total 
of tax inaeases to the province is as follows: 
property tax credit changes equal $53 million in 
new taxes, sales tax inaease is about $48 million 
in new taxes, and the gasoline tax increase is $13 
million in new taxes. The total tax increase equals 
about $114 million, and the government always 
talks about tax freezes, which we heard in the 
Speech from the Throne. 

Also, we DJJSt include all the omoading that this 
government has done on the city and the school 
boards of this province. The deficit is another 
issue that needs some explanation, but before I do 
that I would like to talk about Harold Neufeld, the 
former MLA from Rossmere, who did not always 

agree with the deficit and the way this govemment 
reported its deficit, which I plan to explain. 

I would like to report some of the deficits 
according to Volume 1 of the Manitoba Accounts 
as follows: the year '89-90, $117-million deficit; 
1991, $328-million deficit; 1992, $286-million 
deficit; '92-93, $748-million deficit; '93-94, $458-
million deficit. This does not indicate that this 
g()VeiD1JX";Df has practised fiscal responsibilities as 
we hear in the throne speech. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I feel embanassed that I 
have to read those numbers. Even after all the 
cutbacks, this govemrrmt still had a major deficit. 
In '88-89, the last year of the NDP, there was a 
surplus of $58.7 million, acconiing to the 
Provincial Auditor's report. In '89-90, the 
government aeated a Fiscal Stabilization Fund 
which helped them hide some of these deficits. 

It was these deficits and the way they were 
reported to the public that made Harold Neufeld 
resign. The CAT scanner at the Concordia 
Hospital was another reason for his resignation, 
but it was these huge deficits that encouraged 
Harold Neufeld to resign. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, in conclusion, the throne 
speech does not address the issue that faces 
Manitobans in the 1990s. We do believe that fair 
govemm::nt can make a difference. We believe 
that govemment is there to serve all the people. 

Thank you. 

Mrs. Louise Dacquay (Seine River): Mr. 
Acting Speaker, it is an honour for me to have the 
opportunity today to respond to the Speech from 
the Throne. Under the careful direction of our 
Premier (Mr. Filmon), this government has put 
Manitoba back on its feet during the last six years 
and has laid the groundwork for continued growth 
for Manitoba. 

I would like to begin, first of all, by extending 
my congratulations to Mr. Speaker on his 
reappointnrnt as Speaker. I have experienced the 
cballenges of the Chair, and I congratulate you for 
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your patience. 

I also would like to extend DJ¥ sincere 
appreciation to the Speaker's Office, the Clerk, the 
Deputy Clerk and all of the staff in the Clerk's 
office, Hansaid staff, the Sergeant-at-Arms and the 
Deputy Sergeant-at-Arms for the assistance and 
co-operation extended to me in my role as Deputy 
Speaker. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I would like to take this 
opportunity to welcome back all honourable 
members to the House for another session, and I 
would particularly like to pay tribute to the three 
members of this Chamber who have announced 
that they wiD not be seeking re-election to the 
Legislatw:e in the next general election. 1he 
contributions made to this Chamber by the 
Minister ofGovemm::ot Services (Mr. Ducharme), 
the honourable member for Turtle Mountain (Mr. 
Rose) and the honourable member for Dauphin 
(Mr. Plobman) have been considerable, and the 
sacrifices and the personal sacrifices of their 
families as well. I am sure their presence wiD be 
missed by all honourable members. 

• (1500) 

I partirularly wiD miss the honourable Minister 
ofGovemm::ot Services (Mr. Ducharme), who has 
been most supportive, not mly in offering 
guidance and assistance, but in sharing and 
insming that I was included in many events that he 
and I shared in representing our constituencies. I 
sincerely wish the honourable member and his 
wife, Yvonne, continued good health and a long 
and happy retirement. 

I would also like to wish my colleague the 
honourable member for Turtle Mountain (Mr. 
Rose) and his wife, Lois, all the best in their future 
endeavours. 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 
our new Pages for this session of the Legislatw:e: 
Karen Remus, Ivan Holloway, Corrine Maes, Jeff 
Browaty, Jaime Henkel and Davyd Hooper. I 
know you wiD find your time here in the House 
exciting, rewarding and challenging. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, it has always been a 
pleasure to have the opportunity to speak on behalf 
of DJ¥ constituents in this House, for without their 
support, I would not be here today. During the 
past four~. I have greatly valued the input they 
have given me on a vast array of issues as I go 
door to door and as I attend functions, events and 
meetings throughout my constituency. 

I have used this input to guide me in my role as 
their representative in this Chamber. Manitoba 
cmtinues to grow stronger due in no small part to 
the consistent and effective leadership of our 
esteemed Premier (Mr. Filmon). Our Premier 
continues to stand strong for Manitoba, working 
diligently with all levels of government to ensure 
that the interests of all Manitobans are protected 
today and into the future. 

During his two terms as Premier of Manitoba, 
he has dem:nstrated a sincere willingness to work 
with the federal government to protect Manitoba's 
interest, but he has not hesitated to stand up for 
Manitoba when our interests have been threatened 
by federal government initiatives, particularly 
federal Uberal government initiatives . 

Manitobans trust the leadership skills of Premier 
Filmon, and in 1990 this government made a 
conmitment to Manitobans to make our province 
strong. I believe all honourable members wiD 
agree that a prosperous economy is the key to 
ad1ieving this goal. We are all currently aware of 
the difficult time that faced Canadians and 
CO\Dltries around the world during the last 
recession, but as Canada moved out of the 
recession, Manitoba indeed has been leading the 
way. 

Our government's plan to keep taxes down has 
received acclaim from the business comnnmity and 
from people across Manitoba. 1he initiative this 
government wiD take to pass balanced budget 
legislation wiD ensure that Manitobans never 
again experience the fiscal crisis created by the 
massive overspending of the previous NDP 
administration. 

The uncertainty created by that crisis in 
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confidence in the government's ability to keep its 
financial House in order at that time cost Manitoba 
investment and jobs, and this government is 
committed to maintaining Manitoba's position as 
a safe and secure environment for investment and 
expansion. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I would like to speak for a 
rmment about what Manitobans are saying about 
Premier Filmon and the way our government is 
handling the economy, and I quote from a recent 
edition of a Winnipeg daily newspaper. The 
headline reads: Budget plan wins praise. It goes 
on to say, and I quote: Premier Gary Filmon's 
pledge to make balanced budgets a requirement for 
future government may not please the opposition, 
but small businessmen like the idea. It is a lofty 
goal, and I do not know how he will manage it 
with all the demands from every sector, said 
Oaude Brunei of Lifesport. 

Brunei gave Filmon top marks for guiding the 
province through the recession in a reasonable 
fashion while giving the two opposition leaders a 
failing grade. 

It goes on to say that Premier Filmon is my 
Leader of choice, and I do not have any problems 
with the provincial attitude. I have more of a beef 
with the city and all of its high taxes. 

These c~nts are mly a small sampling of 
the positive ~s that I have heald 
Manitobans making about the positive impact our 
g()VeiDJir.Dl is having on the business conmumity. 
We are keeping the commitnrnt we made in 1990, 
as Manitoba emerges in excellent shape from the 
recession because the Ftlmon government has 
made the right choices. 

I would like to take a few minutes to put some 
of the good news on the reconl This government 
has managed to hold the line on taxes for the past 
seven budgets, a record unmatched by any other 
jurisdiction in North America. 

We have, while keeping the deficit down, 
maintained spending levels on the services 
Manitobans depend on the most: education, health 

care and family services. 

Exports to foreign markets this year have grown 
by approximately 30 percent-the best overall 
performance in all of Canada. Our overall 
economic growth in Manitoba has outperformed 
the Canadian average for three of the last four 
years, and the Conference Board of Canada has 
projected a 3. 7 percent growth rate for Manitoba 
this ~· Employn:rnt in the manufacturing sector 
of our economy is at its highest level in 13 years. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, small business accounts for 
approximately 80 percent of new jobs in the 
ecmomy. Our government has been listening to 
the concerns of men and women who own and 
operate small businesses. We have responded by 
giving them the means to succeed in Manitoba. I 
am pleased that our government will be 
introducing a new pooled investment fund for 
small business to allow small business people 
access to the capital they need to expand and 
cohance their businesses to be more competitive in 
the global economy. 

This is in addition to such successful programs 
as RED I, Grow Bonds, the Crocus Fund, Business 
Start and the Vision Capital Fund which have 
helped Manitoba businesses create jobs for 
Manitobans. 

I recently had the opportunity to participate in 
the opening of a new business in my constituency, 
a new small business. The Pride and Joy 
children's clothing store that I opened is another 
example of a made-in-Manitoba success story. 

The owners have operated a store in Selkirk for 
several ~. and they found a solid market for the 
products they sell. 'Iheir success at that location 
prompted them to open a new location in 
Winnipeg to take advantage of the market for 
childre.n's clothing in the city and, in particular, in 
the southeast area of our city where there are so 
many young families. 

I wish the owners of Pride and Joy much success 
at their new location, and I pledge to do all I can to 
ensure a strong climate exists for business to thrive 
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in this province. 

The economic initiatives and the entrepreneurial 
spirit have been referred to by the honourable 
member for St. James (Mr. :Edwards), as we all 
know, as small potatoes, and it was so eloquently 
pointed out to the other honourable members of 
this Ownber last Friday by the honourable 
member for Emerson (Mr. Penner). 

:Education is another issue that is of great 
importance to my constituents, and I am pleased 
with the action om government continues to take 
to make sure that om children receive quality 
education that will serve them well in the global 
economy of the 21st Century. 

Our govermnent has increased funding to 
education from approximately $700 million in 
1989 to over $758 million today. We have 
WOlked to eosure that programs and services in om 
education system that are of prime concem to 
Manitobans have been protected and enhanced. 
As a former educator and a proud grandmother of 
fom young grandsons I have a very personal 
interest in the state of om education system I 
want to ensure that om young people can read. 
write. compute and problem solve in a safe, secure 
learning environment. 

I was encouraged by the first parents fonm on 
education held in Winnipeg last April when 
parents from throughout the province had the 
opportunity to voice their opinions about om 
sdlool system and the direction they would like to 
see the govemnr.nt take with respect to education. 
Parents said that the highest priority is to 
guarantee quality education for their children, and 
they recognized that change to the current system 
is absolutely necessary. 

Coincidentally, I was at a meeting last evening 
of teachers in the St. Vital School Division and 
they also indicated that they are very discontented 
with the current education system and recognize 
that change must take place. They also were very 
pleased with the initiatives announced yesterday in 
terms of addressing violence in the schools. A 
number of them cited personal examples of their 

biggest fear in walking into the classroom and 
having to handle some of the students that were 
completely \DlCODttollable, and for the first time in 
25 years one teacher indicated she felt intimidated 
and dreaded walking into the classroom when that 
one student was present. 

• (1510) 

Many of the recommendations from these 
parents bec:aim a part of the Renewing :Education: 
New Directions, A Blueprint for Action, and the 
most recent work guideline, advisory councils for 
sdloolleadership. Parents want a greater voice in 
the operation of their children's schools, and our 
government has taken action to see that parents 
play a more important role within the school 
system 

I have also met with all the parent-teacher 
associatims in our sdlool. They are reviewing the 
document, continue to review the document, and 
are really pleased that they will finally have the 
input they feel they deserve. 

I was also pleased to hear that a second parents 
forum on education will be held to ftnther 
e:ocourage parental involvement in their children's 
education. All Manitobans will benefit as a result 
of the increased involvement and interest in 
education by parents. 1he teachers forum on 
education will also provide an excellent 
opportunity for teachers to express their concerns 
about the education system As the deliverers of 
education, teachers have a great deal of practical 
knowledge and skill that will be valuable to our 
govnm•mt as we work to make om schools more 
responsive to the realities of the global economy. 

A number of measures were outlined in the 
Speech from the Throne by om government that 
will ensure the security of the public and the 
individual, this, in addition to the tough action we 
have tala:n to deal with the problem of youth crime 
and violence that has been of concem to all 
Manitobans. We will continue to press the federal 
govermnent for a strengthening of the Young 
Offenders Act to deal with young people who 
commit aitml. Manitobans need to be able to feel 



266 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA December 8, 1994 

safu from the dangers posed by stalkers and sexual 
offenders. Our government will be taking action 
to ensure that the victims of stalkers are notified 
when the stalker is either released from prison or 
escapes custody so that they can make the 
necessary arrangements to ensure that they are 
secure. 

We will also be developing initiatives to permit 
public notification of dangerous sexual offenders 
that are at large in the community, a measure long 
called for by Manitobans to enable everyme to 
take the proper precautions to guarantee their own 
safety. 

Our government has also reaffirmed our 
commitment to preserve our health care system in 
Manitoba as the best in the world At 34 per cent 
of our government's budget, we continue to spend 
more on health care than any other province in 
Canada. By building on the successful Drug 
Program lnfonnation Network, our govemment 
will be creating a provincial health information 
sys1em to link all health care stakeholders. This 
will eliminate unnecessary waste, duplication and 
abuse of services and will improve the quality and 
speed of health care services without increasing 
the cost of the services provided. 

By making sure that all resources are directed to 
providing the services that are most important, we 
help ensure the long-term strength of our 
provincial health care system All Manitobans 
benefit from a measure like this, that improves 
service and reduces waste in the system at the 
same time. We have sought to consult as widely 
as possible in the cormmmity and with health care 
providers throughout our term in government to 
c:oJir up with new ideas and new solutions for the 
challenges we face in health care. Our emphasis 
will continue to be on redirecting resources to 
ensure that Manitobans continue to receive quality 
care. 

Manitobans are justifiably proud of the health 
care system in our province, and having had many 
personal experiences over the course of this last 
sumner with our health care system, I can tell you 
that it is second to nme. We are moving to ensure 

that Manitoba continues to have a health care 
system that is at the forefront of the industry. 
Initiatives introduced in the Speech from the 
Throne will maintain the high quality of care and 
guarantee the efficiency of the system while at the 
same time address many of the concerns 
Manitobans have about the future direction of 
health care services. 

I recently had the opportunity to meet with a 
group of nurses who voluntarily requested a 
meeting "and who are employees of one of the 
major tertiary hospitals. They came in with their 
own individual concerns and reports and shared 
with me inefficiencies in the system that they see 
on a daily basis. I am fully supportive of the 
initiatives our government is continuing to take in 
the area of nurse-managed care. 

Also, to address the growing concerns related to 
cancer, we will be establishing a prostate centre to 
provide state-of-the-art services to the more than 
2,000 men who have prostate disease. This is in 
addition to our commitment to establish a breast 
and cervical cancer screening program by 1995 to 
provide the earliest possible diagnosis of this 
terrible disease. Manitoba will continue to be at 
the forefront of early diagnosis and treatment of 
cancer. 

The increasing revmues brought to Manitoba by 
our thriving tourism industry benefits all 
Manitobans. We have experienced the best 
growth in all of Canada in 1994 in overseas 
visitors and overnight visitors by tourists from the 
U.S. We will oonrinne to promote our province as 
a popular destination for visitors worldwide with 
a goal of doubling the revenues from tourism by 
the year 2000. 

All Manitobans were thrilled with the 
amouocement of Winnipeg as the host of the Pan 
American Games in 1999. In addition to 
promoting friendly competition and a better 
understanding of our fellow nations in the westem 
hemisphere, the Pan Am Games offers us an 
excellent opportunity to promote Manitoba as both 
a tourist destination and as a trading partner for 
Pan American nations. 1he new Pan America 
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Trade and Tourism 1999 Initiative is geared for 
harnessing the energy during the buildup to the 
Pan Am Games to create partnerships and 
friendships that will last long after the games are 
over. 1housands of volunteers will be required to 
cmure the success of these games. I encourage all 
members of this House to become involved. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I would also like to say a 
few words about Intemational Year of the Family. 
As I am sure all honourable members are aware, 
1994 was proclaimed Intemational Year of the 
Family by the United Nations, and Manitoba has 
enthusiastically responded to the challenge to 
celebrate the family. 

In my role as chair of the ambassador committee 
of the Premier's Family Year '94 councll, I have 
had numerous opportunities to meet and work with 
many lwd-working and dedicated Manitobans in 
promoting awareness of issues conceming our 
families. As the Year of the Family draws to a 
close, I personally have developed a greater 
understanding of the problems famnies face as we 
enter the latter part of the 1990s. Our family year 
conmittee is still examining the results of all the 
discussions, dialogue and events that were held 
and within the context of the Year of the Family. 
I am more certain than ever that the pioneer spirit 
of Manitobans will triumph over any difficulties 
we face. In the spirit of our pioneers, the lwd 
work and dedicatiro that has always been a part of 
Manitobans will ensure that our province 
continues to thrive. 

As we approach 1995 and the 125th anniversary 
of Manitoba's entiy into Confederation, I believe 
we should take a moment to reflect upon all that 
our province has accomplisbed in our short 
history . 

• (1520) 

We have gone from being a sparsely populated 
outpost on the edge of civilization to the strong 
and vibrant cosmopolitan society that is the envy 
of the world We have attracted immigrants from 
throughout the world, and many more join us each 
~to~ a part of our great province. But it 
is important that we not lose sight of the qualities 

that our ancestors bestowed upon us as they built 
this great province. The lwd work, the dedication 
and the concem for fellow Manitobans that they 
showed are just as important today as they were in 
1870, and these values form the basis of our 
province as we look toward the future. So, as we 
celebrate Manitoba 125 in the year ahead, let us 
not lose sight of what has made Manitoba so great. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, in closing, I commend the 
Seine River residents for making our comm.mity 
such a great place to live and raise a family. It is 
a pleasure to serve this House on behalf of ~ 
constituents, and I look forward to the continuing 
opportunities to listen to the concerns of people of 
Seine River constituency and work diligently to 
see that these concerns are addressed 

In closing, I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish all honourable members a blessed 
Christmas and a New Year filled with love, good 
health, happiness and prosperity. 

Thank you, Mr. Acting Speaker. 

Mr. Daryl Reid (Transcona): It gives me great 
pleasure to rise to add my comments on the sixth 
throne speech, Mr. Acting Speaker, since I was 
elected in 1990 to represent the people of 
Transcona. It has been my honour to represent the 
people ofTranscroa and to bring their concerns to 
this House. 

But first, Mr. Acting Speaker, before I get into 
the comments on this throne speech, I would like 
to welcome you back, Sir, and also through you to 
the Speaker, to welcome him back as well. We 
look furwml to his guidance and his advice on the 
matters as we progress through the sitting days of 
this House. 

I would also like to welcome back the table 
officers and members of the Ouunber, and, of 
course, welcome to our new Pages as well. We 
hope that they are able to gain a significant amount 
of knowledge from their experience in serving 
members of this House. 

I have had the opportunity in reviewing the 
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throne speech that we have here before us today, 
and I must say that I have seen better throne 
speeches. In fact, my Leader presented a throne 
speech which would greatly surpass the one that 
this government has issued for us to comment on. 
It is also interesting to note, Mr. Acting Speaker, 
that the govermnent even had the opportunity to 
xerox some of our ideas and incorporate them in 
their own document. It appears that they have 
stolen some of the thunder from our Liberal 
colleagues, which we had originally thought was 
the original Xerox party of this province. 

In reviewing some of the comments here-and I 
have listc:oed to the 001••• a1ts of other members of 
the Chamber here with reference to some of the 
issues in the docuorm itself. The govemment has 
said that the tomism. industry now contributes over 
a billim dollars to the ecmomy of the province of 
Manitoba. 1bat in itself, I suppose, is good news, 
but they do not go on to tell you that has been the 
fact for some time and nothing has changed. It 
remains status quo for an extended period of time. 
We would hope that over the period of this 
govemment we would have seen some 
improvement in that figure. 

Of comse, they are looking in-house for some of 
their advertising activities, which I think is 
unfortunate. The mmey would have been better 
spent trying to attract some out-of-province and 
out-of-country tomism. to our province to help that 
one-billion-dollar figure grow. The government 
also claims, Mr. Acting Speaker, in their throne 
speech document that they have frozen major tax 
rates. Well, they do not tell you that while they 
have frozen the major tax rates, they have 
expandc:d the base of the taxation that they charge 
and they have eroded some of the other support 
programs, particularly the Senior School Tax 
Assistance program in the past budgets which they 
have taken away from seniors in this province. 

The document goes on to say in the throne 
speech document that they are going to introduce 
balanced budget legislation. The question here, 
Mr. Acting Speaker, remains: where was the 
govemrrent over the last six and a half years when 
they are talking about-[interjection] Where were 

they? Are they going to make this retroactive? 
Maybe they should be taking some steps to look 
back on some of the actions that they have taken 
over the last six and a half years where they have 
nm. up an additional $4 billion to the provincial 
debt in this province. 

How much does that mean when you take a 10 
percent interest rate and apply that against the $4 
billion that they have obviously had to borrow on 
the debt that they have created for this province, 
the interest that they have added on to the debt 
problem in this province here? Do not let them be 
talking about the debt problems and the problems 
that previous govemments have had in this 
province. They have to look at their own actions 
first. Oean up your own house first before yoo 
start criticizing others on that matter. 

The govermnent also talks about 30,000 small 
businesses in this province, Mr. Acting Speaker, 
and they say they are going to introduce smarter 
regulations for reducing red tape. Well, this is 
another Xerox idea that they have taken from the 
New Demx:ratic Party in that my former colleague 
the meniler fur F1in Flm, Mr. Storie, when he was 
a member of this House came forward after 
significant consultation with small-business 
:tnenilers in the province and introduced a piece of 
legislation into this province long before this 
government even started to take any action on this 
matter. So it is interesting to see now that the 
government is taking another idea from the New 
Democratic Party. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, it is also interesting to note 
that the govermnent in their document, and I 
quote, says: we will introduce new initiatives to 
help encourage entrepreneurs to invest in their 
dreams and create jobs. Now I have had some 
small experience in that with members of my own 
cmstituency who have called my office in that they 
wanted to start small businesses. Now I thought 
this was an opportunity for us here to allow our 
economy to grow and expand, and I was very 
hopeful that they would be successful. 

We had the pleasure of contacting members of 
the Depart:o:mt of Industiy, Trade and Tourism to 
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seek out their guidance and their advice to assist 
these small-business entrepreneurs to help them 
start a business. One of the problems that was 
encountered was the lack of funding availability 
fur these small businesses to allow them to buy the 
necessacy stock to allow them to open the doors 
fur the business. They did not have the capital that 
was necessaty to do that. That may be one area 
that the government can look at is to give small 
businesses, people wanting to start small 
businesses, the opportunity to access the necessaty 
funding. As the government has said, and 
JDCmbers m this side of the House have said many 
times, small business is the backbone in the 
province, and we have to have the small 
businesses grow if the province is going to be 
successful. 

The document also talks about the 
transportation sector employing some 25,000 
Manitobans. That is a very significant portion of 
our economy in the province of Manitoba. 

I listened to the comments of the Minister of 
Highways and Tnmsportatim (Mr. Findlay) during 
his comments on the Speech from the Throne 
yestenlay. The minister made reference to the 
Northern Hemisphere Distribution Alliance 
wherein the airport would become a focal point for 
those operations. It would combine the activities 
of the trucking, the rail industry and the airline 
industry in moving freight traffic through the 
Winnipeg International Airport from business, 
manufacturing activities within 30-36 hours 
driving distance of the Winnipeg Intemational 
Airport. 

We think that this is a good klea. This is 
something that should be advanced with the 
greatest amount of speed in that it can provide 
significant economic opportunities not mly for 
Winnipeg, but indeed for the province itself, and 
we hope for our neighbouring provinces in Canada 
as well. We think that this can be a positive step 
forwanl and that there will be, hopefully, a fair 
number of jobs created through this program. 

We know that this program has been in the 
wodcs now for a period of years. We would hope 

that we would see some further progress on this, 
and we would see some actual real jobs created 
through this. We know there is a significant 
amount of time that it takes in study and 
preparation for this and to bring all of the sectors 
together. It is our understanding it is quite an 
undertaking, but we hope that this project can 
move forward with the greatest possible speed. 

1he govcmment says that they like to have new 
ideas with respect to some of the issues that come 
forward. 

I look in the tbrme speech document when they 
make reference to public security. We have 
listened to the c::on::nents by the Minister of Justice 
(Mrs. Vodrey) during the Question Periods 
through the last few days that this House has been 
sitting. There have been some ideas that I have 
hean1 in the public with respect to a Child Abuse 
Registry, and I can say that there seems to be a 
support for that type of a program in that we need 
to protect our children with whatever mechanisms 
we deem appropriate. 

• (1530) 

Also, the government says that they are looking 
for ideas on how they can improve the justice 
system. I have often thought that when we have 
people tbat are COl" uiu ing offences with weapons, 
not only in this province but elsewhere in this 
COUlllry-and I have looked at some of the reports 
that have come out after individuals have been 
found guilty of such otblces-why we do not make 
such offences where weapons are involved 
consecutive in the times that are dictated by the 
justice system in the province, why do we always 
have them concurrent in the time that would be 
served for such an offence? I think there is some 
room for IDJVement, some areas for improvement 

I had the opportunity, Mr. Acting Speaker, to 
make comment to members of my comonmity by 
way of a survey that I had done over the course of 
the last couple of months. While the space that 
was limited on the cant that was sent to all the 
homes in my community asked a number of 
questions, we also left room for written comments 
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to come back. 

I m.JSt say, in the area of preventing crime, there 
was a significant amount of interest in the 
community in preventing crime. A great number 
of the respondents to that swvey-I nmst say I had 
a significantly large number of swveys returned to 
me completed. A lot of the respondents to that 
survey would like to see some strong steps taken 
to improve and take steps to prevent crime from 
happening in this province. 

There appears to be a perception within the 
public that youth crime is the most significant 
factor right now. That, of course, I suppose, has 
been led, to some degree, by the announcements 
through the different sources of media within our 
province when they are reporting on certain actions 
that are involving young people within our 
province. 

I know we have talked in our thrme speech from 
the New DeJmaatic Party bow we should take and 
put into place some programs that would involve 
young people, to give young people the 
opportunity to participate in programs that would 
hopefully steer them away from involvement in 
gang-related activities. We think there is room to 
involve the young people in these decisions, and 
we hope that we will have the opportunity in the 
near future to involve the young people, to hear 
their ideas and to implement those ideas to cause, 
in effect, young people to be involved in positive 
and creative activities. 

The tbrme speech docuornt also goes on to talk 
about the education system within our province. I 
have listened, Mr. Acting Speaker, to the 
comments here in Question Period and the 
comments that were made in rebuttal by the 
Minister of Education (Mr. Manness) yesterday 
with respect to education. 

I have had the opportunity to go and talk to 
several young people within my comnwnity in the 
high school system and also to talk to some of the 
teachers within the high schools in my comnwnity 
with respect to the history program. I found that 
there is a fair amount of interest in the history 

program. I find it strange that the Minister of 
Education would move towards a system that 
would essentially make our Canadian history and 
the history of our province an optional course 
within our high schools, starting at the Grade 11 
level and Grade 12. 

I have here with me today copies of the history 
program texts that have been used in the high 
schools of my community, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
One of them is, 1he Contemporary World: 
Conflict or Co-operation. It is the Canadian 
secmd edition. It is a document that is used in the 
high schools. It goes on to explain several things 
about the world, the world in conflict, the co­
operation in Europe, the conflicts that are there, so 
the ya.mg people have a chance to learn about the 
world 

Also with me here today I have another text 
from the high schools, Grades 11 and 12 
documents here. One of them is titled, Our 
Canada: A Social and Political History of Our 
Country. This document goes on to talk about 
various aspects of not only our country and the 
peoples of our country but the different types of 
govemment-the federal govemment, provincial 
governments and nmnicipal governments. 

One of the things I have noted in my time as an 
elected representative for my conmnmity is that 
quite often people within the various communities 
of the province do not have a good grasp on what 
levels of government are there to assist them and 
what the duties and responsibilities of each level 
of gOYf:IDIJI'JU are supposed to assist with. I think 
that there is room, not just to eliminate the history 
program. but to even expand on the base of 
knowledge that we provide for our young people 
with respect to the duties and responsibilities of 
each level of government-federal, provincial and 
nmnicipal-and I suppose school boards and the 
duties that they perform on behalf of the 
conmnmities. 

I also have with me a world history of patterns 
of civilization, so it goes back to the beginning of 
time, not only for our country but also for our 
province. The Minister of Education (Mr. 
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Manness) wants to eliminate or make optional the 
histmy programs in Grades 11 and 12 in our high 
schools in this province. I think that would do a 
great disservice to our young people. Judging 
from some of the letters that I have received from 
s01re of the young people in my community, some 
of the students-and I will talk about their 
comments, Mr. Acting Speaker. One young 
person talks about students being bombarded with 
American 1V, movies, magazines and nmsic and 
that they will have no real knowledge of what 
Canadian history is all about. 

Another student wants to learn about 
confederation. democracy and patriotism, three 
things that she says are important to this country 
that we live in. The students said also that if you 
eJiminate the history program or make it optional 
you will not have a higher awareness of what our 
country's identity really is. 

Another young person goes on to talk about 
graduating from high school without ever having 
studied histmy beyond Grade 6. I know, Mr. 
Acting Speaker, my own son is in Grade 6, and I 
have asked him several times what is involved in 
the history program and asked to see the text that 
he is using within his school. The unfortunate part 
is that there is mly one textbook for every two 
students so he is unable to bring that textbook 
hot:re. I am having a difficult time comprehending 
how the young people can, if they are assigned 
homework, take a textbook home with them So 

. we have s01re real problems in the funding for the 
young people beyond trying to take history and 
physical education out of the core curriculum d. 
our education within the province. 

One of the young people goes on to talk about, 
we cannot always be influenced by American 
media. So the young people are even seeing that 
we are having significant bombardment by 
American media in our province by way of the 
different media sources. 

I have seen it within my own children. We try 
to limit the amount of television where possible 
and steer them into constructive or creative 
programs away from the television if at all 

possible. 

This one young person in my comonmity talks 
about all Canadians have a right to know the 
histmy of their country and that we would be 
gaining the people's right of our country to know 
the history of our nation. If we eliminate this 
program we will not have that right to know what 
the history of our country is. 

Another young person asked the question-! 
think it is a very valid question-why does the 
Minister of Education (Mr. Manness) not explain 
the reasons for his proposed change? That is one 
of the questions that is in the mind of the youth in 
my conmmity. They want to know why history is 
going to be made an optional course. 

In addition, the physical education program is 
not going to be made a compulsory course, and I 
can tell you, Mr. Acting Speaker, in talking with 
the young people of my c(.l111DJ!mby in one of the 
elementary schools, I have seen the young people 
involved and participating in the physical 
education programs to such a degree that their 
interest grows beyond that into the academic 
learning circles. They take back their enthusiasm 
for being involved and participating in physical 
education programs to the classroom and are 
actively involved in participating in the learning 
programs within the other school curriculum 

So I think that, if you eliminate the physical 
education component and make it optional in the 
Grade 11 and Grade 12 areas, not mly will it 
affed the health of the young people, but it will 
also affect their enthusiasm to continue with 
further or advanced studies as they become more 
complacent about what is happening to them 

I have also received, Mr. Acting Speaker, some 
information from a young woman within ~ 
commmity relating to the physiotherapy national 
exam. The individual has sent me a piece of 
correspondence, which, I believe, was sent to the 
Ministers of Health (Mr. McCrae) and Education 
(Mr. Manness). The young people in 1995 are 
going to be asked-those that are involved in the 
physiotherapy program at the universities-to 
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undertake a national physiotherapy exam. Since 
Manitoba ooly graduates some, I believe, 30 
students each year, there needs to be 40 students 
writing the test that is going to be required There 
are going to be 40 people required to take that 
exam before the exam is held in a centre such as 
Winnipeg, and since only 30 people graduate each 
year from Manitoba universities, that means that 
Winnipeg will not be a chosen site. 

• (1540) 

On top of that, those students are going to be 
writing the exam. and if they are going to be forced 
to travel to other areas, they are going to have to 
pay for the additional examination fees, the travel 
costs and the acx:ou• ... datioos, quite possibly even 
in Toronto. Of comse, that is a fee that I believe 
in many cases they will be unable to undertake. 
The figures that have been provided for ~re 

indicate that some of the costs would range 
anywhere between $1,000 and $1,500 for the new 
graduates to take such an exam. and they are 
wmdering how they are going to be able to afford 
to pay for such a cost since they do not have a job 
and they are just at the end of their training period, 
which would further add to or compound the 
problems that they are facing-completing the 
course, having to pay an extra $1,500 to take the 
examination, and then they should travel to some 
place else to write the exam and then have no job 
prospects likely in front of them. 

Now, Mr. Acting Speaker, we look at some d 
the other areas that the government has talked 
about in their document. and I listened to the 
comments yesterday by the Minister of Highways 
and Transportation (Mr. Fmdlay) wherein he 
talked about the transportation sector. Trucking 
still docs play a significant part of the economy of 
Manitoba. 

We have bad and seen that there is an increased 
need for drivers in the trucking industry within our 
province. I have bad people in my own 
community who are running transport driver 
training programs. 'Ibey have come to my office 
for assistance. We fortunately have been able to 
provide that assistance for them through the 

Department of Driver and Vehicle Licensing. 
[interjection] 

No, I wished I had a Class 1 driver's licence, 
but, unfortunately, I do not. I would ask the 
Deputy Premier, though, if he wishes to compare 
driver's licences, I will ask him if he has five 
merits on his driver's licence. [interjection] You 
cannot have any more than five, even though the 
Deputy Premier does not know that. I wonder 
about his C()DlJDC"JltS. [interjection] His one­
upmanship does not work in this case. 

One of the things that we have seen lately was 
where the federal Liberal Transport minister was 
in Winnipeg back in October, and he was just 
again in Manitoba just recently too, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. I might add, where he, despite Mr. 
Olretien's admonishment about cabinet ministers 
travelling in govemn art jets, flew to Winnipeg on 

the private govemu "'' aircraft, signed a document 
on behalf of the federal government, which, I 
believe, took all of 17 minutes, got on the jet and 
flew back to Ottawa. at great expense to the 
taxpayers of this province. I can see that the 
federal govenu•mJ and the Prime Minister are not 
sincere when he says they are going to cut back on 
the use of government jets and the cost to the 
taxpayers. 

But one of the things that bothers me, Mr. 
Acting Speaker, is the federal Transport minister's 
collli'IJmts when he attacked rail workers in this 
province, when he said that railway workers with 
ooly Grade 8 or Grade 9 education cannot be 
blamed for negotiating excessive collective 
agreements. Not ooly does he think that the 
collective agreements that were fairly arrived at 
between negotiations of two parties, management 
and the employees, are not fair, he says they are 
excessive, and he says that railway employees in 
general have ooly a Grade 8 or Grade 9 education. 

Now I think this is a very irresponsible 
statement by the federal Liberal Minister d 
Transport. Doug Young said that, that railway 
wmkcrs do not have rmre than a Orade 8 or Orade 
9 education. Well. I can tell you that in my 25 
years with the railway the majority of the people 
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there had a minim1m of Grade 12, and many of 
them had college or university training, and they 
also had the apprenticeship programs when they 
were in place. 

An Honourable Member: So what if they only 
have Grade 8 or Grade 97 Does that make them 
less valuable? 

Mr. Reid: No, it does not make them any less 
valuable. They are very, very skilled people. They 
have their apprenticeship programs that they have 
completed. They have a high degme of training, 
and the education the~e should have no bearing 
and should not have taken place in the minister's 
comments. So I hope that the federal Minister of 
Transport, the Liberal Minister of Transport, will 
apologize to the rail W01kcrs of this country for his 
uncalled-for comments. [interjection] Well, I hope 
that the Manitoba Liberals will apologize for the 
comments of their federal colleague. 

One of the things that I saw-and I do not want 
to move on more than just a couple of more 
minutes in my cODJDJents-was the ~ecent absence, 
the noted absence of the provincial Liberals from 
the Nault task force hearings that we~e held in the 
city heiC last week. Mr. Nault, who is an MP. 
fromParliam:Dt, is heading up this task force, and 
he was heiC conducting these hearings with his 
colleagues from Parliament. I noticed that the 
Liberals did not even go out and make 
IepiCSmtatioo. oo. behalf of the rail inte~ests of this 
province, the rail jobs that we have in this 
province. I think that is a shame. 

In addition to that, Mr. Acting Speaker, one of 
the things I noted too was that the provincial 
Minister of Transportation was not even in 
attendance at those hearings, which also is a 
shaire that he would not take the time to repiCSent 
the interests of rail workers in this province and 
the protection of those jobs. 

An Honourable Member: I suppose they do not 
vote the right way. 

Mr. Reid: Well, it is quite possible that they do 
not vote right. That may be the case. I am not 

really SUIC why the minister did not go out and 
make representation, but I think that is a shame 
that he did not do that. 

There are many other issues that I would like to 
talk about, Mr. Acting Speaker. It is ~ 
understanding that the CP Rail bid to purchase CN 
Rail, while the federal Minister of Transport has 
not announced it publicly yet, Mr. Nault has 
indicated that the CP Rail offer to purchase CN 
Rail is now dead and that that will not be taking 
place. The deal that CP has come forward where 
they were asking for a tax shelter to purchase this 
company I think is abhorrent at best. I think they 
wanted the Canadian taxpayers to pay for the 
purchase through the tax rebate system I do not 
think that is an appropriate way to deal with any 
matters. 

I hope that the federal government will take the 
necessary steps and that the Nault task force will 
come back with recODJDJendations saying that we 
need in this country, and indeed in this province, a 
publicly owned rail system in this country that can 
compete effectively and openly with other private 
rail interests. I know members opposite may not 
agiCC with that viewpoint but that is my personal 
viewpoint. I think Crown cmporations have a role 
to play within this province and this country, and 
I support them and I will cmtinue to support them 

An Honourable Member: It is a philosophical 
thing. 

Mr. Reid: It is a philosophical thing, I suppose, 
but that is something that I have believed in for a 
long time and I will continue to believe in that. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, there are many other things 
I would like to have talked about but unfortunately 
I see my time is running short. I would like to 
thank you for the opportunity to add my comments 
on the government's throne speech, and I know 
that the members and the public of Manitoba will 
sooo. have the opportunity to vote on the future of 
Manitoba's history. Thank you for this 
opportunity. 

Mr. Ben Sveinsoo (La Verendrye): Mr. Acting 
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Speaker, through you to the Speaker, before I 
respond to the throne speech, I would like to 
welcome all honourable members back to the 
Legislature. In partirular, I would like to welcome 
the Speaker back to his place in the Assembly. 

I would also like to welcome our new Pages to 
the Assembly and wish them well. What they will 
learn about the processes that go on in this 
Assembly pelhaps will help them in their future. 

I would like to wish a number of members who 
have chosen not to nm in the next election, or not 
to let their name stand for the next election, I 
would like to wish them well also-the members 
for Riel, Tmtle Mountain and Dauphin, at this 
point. There is some talk about Inkster, but we 
will not get into that one right at this point. 

I am pleased, Mr. Acting Speaker, to rise in the 
Legislature today to discuss this government's 
throne speech, which is a clear indication of our 
future direction in this province. Not only is this 
an outline of government plans, but it is a clear 
expression of what a majority of Manitobans 
expect from their government. It is clear that the 
status quo, which we can see across the way and 
since we came in four years ago, is sitting across 
the way. It is just not good enough nor would it be 
right to revisit outdated ideas from years past. 

• (1550) 

'Ihere is clearly a new path to the future. It is a 
path where we can play a large part in setting the 
direction it leads. Sticking with the old ideas of 
big government would lead to a stagnant 
provincial economy, a conrimdng escalation of 
debt, and, frankly, it would set the stage for 
economic catastrophe for our children and their 
children. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I would like to discuss an 
area of extreme importance to Manitobans. That, 
of course, is in the aeation of jobs. Unfortunately, 
there have been far too few constructive 
suggestions offered by the opposition parties 
during this term of government. In fact, I think 
mmy of their statements show that they are out of 

touch with most Manitobans and their minds are 
blank of new ideas. 

I would just like to mention here, I think it was 
about a -week ago or a week and a half ago when it 
was announced that we would receive something 
in the neighbouthood of $180 million more in 
transfer payments. The Leader of the official 
opposition was out there spending the whole 
works. I do not think he was leaving much of 
anything of that $180 million. The second 
opposition Leader was only going to spend half. 
Well, I guess that day half sounded better than the 
whole thing. That was nmey that we did not have 
yet 

The fact is, Mr. Acting Speaker, that money is 
no longer coming. I believe it is down to in the 
neigbbowbood of $34 million or $36 million now. 
That would put evm the second opposition Leader 
approximately $60 million or $80 million in the 
hole on his half. 

When we talk about jobs and economic 
developn:rnt, is it unfortunate to see the Leader of 
the third party dismissing the efforts of small 
business? In his own words the member for St. 
James (Mr. Edwards) says: Grow Bonds and 
REDI are good programs, but they are really very 
"small potatoes." He is also critical of this 
govemn mt's eft"orts to attract new industry to this 
province. The comments from the Leader of the 
Secmd Opposition showed the lack of vision that 
this member has for the future of Manitoba. 

I can tell }'OU. those jobs are putting Manitobans 
back to worlt. He should really tell the families 
that are depending on those jobs that they are 
really small potatoes. The honourable member 
tried to explain his comments by saying that more 
should be done for job creation. I will agree with 
him to a point, but if that job creation means 
deficit speodjng for a few more make-work. short­
teml projects, then I would have to disagree. He 
should ask his colleagues in the official 
opposition. They tried to buy jobs with ill­
conceived projects in the 1980s. That not only did 
not create any meaningful employment, it also 
contributed to the NDP's dismal economic 
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performance. 

The NDP managed to triple the debt of this 
province in six years, or between six and seven 
years. It had taken from 1870 until the NDP's 
years to accumulate a small deficit, that 
government debt, yet it took them only six years to 
triple it. I do not need to tell the people of 
Manitoba that we can ill afford that type of 
economic stewardship in the future. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, the opposition does not 
realize that what may seem like a few jobs here 
and there soon becomes thousands of jobs and a 
great spurt for the Manitoba economy. The very 
programs that the m::mber for St. Jam::s (Mr. 
Edwards) was talking about have created close to 
3,000 jobs for Manitobans. 

My colleague the Minister of Rural 
Development (Mr. Derkach) released figures last 
nmth showing the economic growth that has been 
brought about through REDI programs. This 
govemmcnt's Rural Economic Development 
Initiative has created more than 745 new full-tim:: 
jobs and another 2,100 part-tim:: jobs for youth. 
The REDI-funded projects involving 150 business 
initiatives worth more than $14.4 million, but 
tmre important is the fact that they have triggered 
$159-million worth of new capital investment in 
rural Manitoba. Those programs for rural 
Manitoba are adlieving a tremendous success, and 
I am pleased to say that they are contributing 
significantly to our economy. 

The continuation of the Business Start Program 
is another significant initiative that is assisting 
entrepreneurs with their efforts to create jobs for 
Manitobans. I am pleased to say that this 
government recognizes the tremendous 
contributions made by that program, which does 
not involve any direct grants to businesses. Those 
Manitobans with sound ideas and a solid business 
plan are able to create jobs through their own 
initiative. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, vve are constantly reminded 
about the changes facing us daily as the world 
moves to a global information-based economy. 

Even the unions that foretold of the demise of 
Canada through free trade and the NAFr A 
agreements are now trying to jump on the 
bandwagon, now that they want a bigger share of 
those profits. Here in Manitoba, we have two 
oppositioo parties that are immersed in fear of the 
future. Instead of confidently looking towards the 
future of Manitoba and the strength and 
confidences of our people, they are content to hide 
in the past and tout the sam:: old ideas-spend 
money we do not have. I explained that just a 
minute ago. 

Their main goals are power, not serving the 
people of Manitoba. Manitobans cannot afford the 
economic disaster that would surely come with the 
old ways of doing business. That is where this 
government differs. 

(Mr. Speaker in the Clair) 

We have worked to build on Manitoba's 
strength, and at the sam:: tim:: we have tried to 
undue the unfair tax regime created by the NDP. 
In the six years prior to 1988 they raised taxes not 
once, not twice, but more than 13 times. Despite 
double-digit increases in revenue they still decided 
to bmden the taxpayers with even more of a load 
Is that fairness? Is that the sign of a party that 
should be goveming Manitoba? 

What has the Fdmon government done since 
1988? We have the longest nmning freeze of 
major taxes in North America through seven 
consecutive budgets. Even the Saskatchewan 
NDP government has recognized Manitoba has 
created a fair taxation system. 'lbeir own budget 
tables show that for a family with an incom:: of 
$25,000 we have the lowest combined tax rates 
including all govemment charges. 

For a family of up to $50,000 we were secood 
lowest and for a family of up to $75,000 we were 
third lowest. So not ooly do we have among the 
lowest tax rates in the country but we are fair 
about determining who pays more of those taxes. 
That fair taxation system also applies to 
businesses, where we have removed the regressive 
payroll tax from 90 percent of the businesses that 
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were once burdened by it. I think it was called a 
tax on jobs. This gives them the opportunity to 
grow and put DJOie mmey back into their 
businesses and into the salaries of additional 
employees that they could not afford to hire under 
the past regime. 

It is interesting to note that the NDP say that 
this government is repackaging itself for the 
election. The Leader of the Liberal Party (Mr. 
Edwards) says, there is nothing new, no direction 
for the creation of jobs. Both of these gentlemen 
are very wrong. 1beir definition of new is big 
government programs, buying votes and in fact 
aeating debt. 'Ibey still do not understand that the 
real growth in this country comes from small 
business, which is the true engine of the Canadian 
ecooomy. 

• (1600) 

Even the federal government has started to 
ICalize this by moving away from big government 
programs to rely more on the private sector. They 
were just talking about this the other day. 'Ibey 
annow1<:ed just the other day what is going to 
happen as far as their ruts are concemed. They are 
going to be asking, DJOie and more, the private 
sector to take oo the job, and that is in creating 
jobs. The Liberal Leader who seems to praise 
anything and everything that comes out of Ottawa 
should take note of that. The Filmon government 
has the vision that is resulting in growth in new 
industries as well as focusing efforts on our own 
strengths. 

Let us look at the tourism industry and its 
cmrinncd potmtial fur growth and creation of jobs 
fur Manitobans and wealth for our province. If we 
continue to follow the plans and pathways 
developed by the Minister of Industry, Trade and 
Tourism (Mr. Downey) and this government, we 
will see the tourism industry doubled by the year 
2000. 

December of 1994 was one of the best in many 
)'C8IS and is a sign ofwbat is to come. Many small 
businesses in my constituency, especially up into 
the Whiteshell and out on east No. 1 Highway, 

have made extensive changes to their business, the 
expansions. They are into winterizing cottages 
and cabins to take on the added tourism industry of 
the snowmobilers who actually come in from a 
number of different provinces and from across the 
line. 

The people in my constituency are very excited 
about it. I have been out and visited these cabins, 
and I would indeed invite all of you to take a drive 
out into the beautiful constituency of La V erendrye 
and into our Whiteshell and visit some of these 
facilities. If not, maybe spend a few days and go 
skiing. There are many, many different skiing 
trails, snowmobile trails, groomed trails, 
throughout the Whiteshell and indeed­
[interjection] I sent you. They might charge you a 
vety nominal fee, but-[interjection] Oh, yoo 
wanted to charge it to me. Well, see, we are 
working oo a tourism thing here. [interjection] 
Jealousy will get you nowhere my friend. 

Visitor traffic to Manitoba from the United 
States and other provinces is escalating. That 
means cash registers are ringing in Manitoba, and 
the IIDJeY brought in by tourism is playing a large 
part in the improvement in our economy. Our 
American visitors are coming to Manitoba more 
frequcol:ly and staying longer than they have in the 
past. Some 230 U.S. tours made visits from 
Janwuy to September. That is 10 percent higher 
than in 1993 and twice the national average for 
growth. 

Our American friends are only one part of the 
growth we are seeing in tourism Nearly 800,000 
tourists from other parts of Canada visited 
Manitoba during the first nine months of this year. 
Visitors to our province all have one thing in 
commoo for many of our business people and 
indeed for us. They spend money here. On 
average, U.S. visitors spend about $300 per day. 
That combined with mmey spent by Canadian 
visitors means millions of dollars are injected into 
our economy. That is mmey spent in Manitoba 
businesses like hotels, gas stations, restaurants, 
stores and other services, and those businesses in 
tum are able to employ many of our young people 
duoughout the summer and others because of that 
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tourism business. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that this 
govemnrnt's vision for the future of tourism does 
not stop at the U.S. border or our boundaries with 
other provinces. Recently our Tourism minister 
met with Tourism ministers and officials from 
other countries in Japan. Japan holds out a 
tremendous potential for tourism dollars for 
Manitoba. If you just look at Prince Edward 
Island, you will see what I mean. That province 
has successfully targeted Japanese visitors and has 
enjoyed a very profitable relationship. 

S0111: of our ~hers opposite here might have 
this paper. It is from the Manitoba Cllamber of 
Cum:erce, and we have a very nice picture of our 
minister. In it, it states: Just back from world 
tourist industry forum in Osaka, Japan, and 
jmisdictioo, says delegates were told that there are 
now 500 million people classified as tourists. 
That number is expected to be doubled by the year 
2005, and I am determined that Manitoba will get 
its full share of that growth. I would like to 
congratulate the minister on that endeavour. 

In Manitoba we have a great deal to offer people 
from Japan and other parts of the world 1be 
Japanese are extremely interested in ecotourism 
destinatioos. Watching the beluga whales or polar 
bears in Cburd:lill and visits to the Oak Hammock 
Marsh are a few of the prime possibilities. We 
can also capitalize on the beauty of our provincial 
and national parks, like the Whiteshcll, which 
happens to be in La Verendrye, which can offer 
visitors a return to pristine conditions. 1be 
tourism industry is worth about one billion dollars 
a year and creates employurnt for thousands of 
Manitobans. We must and will continue our 
efforts to strengthen the industry and look for 
potential new visitors. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to tum my attention 
now to another part of the government's continued 
efforts to make Manitoba stronger. We have said 
constantly on this side of the House that our goal 
is to make the streets of Manitoba safe for 
everyooe. We have also said that there are no easy 
solutions, no magic, but what we are doing is 

making a difference. We will continue our efforts 
to ensure that Manitobans can live in a society that 
takes a tough stand on crime and violence. We 
recognize that youth violence is mly a part, and 
indeed probably a small part, but it is important 
that we deal effectively with young offenders. We 
want to ensure that these people realize they are 
accountable for their actions. We also want to 
ensure that they can receive the counselling and 
treatJ:Jrnt that they need to prevent from offending 
again. 

With that in mind, we have introduced boot 
camps for serious and repeat offenders. It is a 
system that is focused on reforming young 
offmders, not giving them a swnmer camp setting 
with pool tables, television sets, etc. They are 
there because they committed crimes. 

A large part of dealing with young offenders 
falls under the responsibility of the federal 
government. I am pleased that our Minister of 
Justice (Mrs. Vodrey) is in direct commmication 
with the federal government to express Manitoba's 
plans for combating youth violence. Many of the 
points contained in Manitoba's nine-point plan 
have been incorporated in federal changes, but we 
believe that there is still more to be done. 

Here in Manitoba, we have made a number of 
significant changes aimed at fighting crime. Our 
drinking and driving laws are the toughest in 
Canada. We have moved to strip the driving 
privileges from those who steal cars. We have 
cracked down on spousal abuse, and we have 
proposed changes to strengthen antistalking laws. 

Mr. Speaker, I am also pleased with the 
initiatives this govemment has undertaken with 
respect to the education of our young people. 
There is a realization that the education system we 
have is good, but it needs to be tailored to meet the 
needs of the future and the future of our children. 

There is also a need to be able to effectively 
measure skills learned by students in Manitoba. I 
am pleased that this govemo:mt has listened to the 
desires of Manitobans and included them in 
discussions to form the blueprint on Education. 
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This government also intends to continue to 
listen to parents through a second Parents' Forum 
on Education. We have consulted and will 
cootinue to listen to teachers in a special forum to 
help us tailor our plans in a way that will see the 
ImSt benefit to our education system. In all of our 
consultations, our key goal is to improve the 
education of our children. 

• (1610) 

Recently, the Education minister released the 
guidelines for Parent Advisory Councils in 
Manitoba schools. With very few exceptions, the 
guidelines have bcc:n met with approval and praise 
in the education comrmmity. 

In partirular, parents have asked to have a more 
m:aningful role in the education of their children, 
and we have delivered. Parents will now have a 
greater voice in the school system and will be able 
to work in partnership with teachers, school 
administrators and school boards. As I said 
earlier, the COIIlDlOO goal is to improve the 
education system for our children. 

I was somewhat surprised a short time ago to 
hear Ron Banister, the head of the teachers' union, 
when be~ about the changes. His great 
fear was the cost of advisory councils. I can tell 
you, Mr. Speaker, that many parent councils 
already exist at schools across this province. Not 
aoly are these councils comprised of parent 
volunteers, but most also generate ftmds for 
schools through fundraising and other means. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe the teachers in Manitoba 
have a very different agenda from that of their 
union bosses. I believe teadJers want to work with 
parents to ensure the education system is meeting 
the needs of parents. I believe teachers also want 
parents to be more involved in the system, and 
they want parents to understand the challenges and 
concerns that teachers face on a daily basis. 

We want to ensure that teachers are able to teach 
in a positive environment and that children are 
able to leam. That is why the plans outlined in the 
education blueprint include a partnership with all 

those involved. To make things better we must 
work together. That is exactly what we are doing 
and we will continue to do with all the 
stakeholders in education. 

I just noticed in a clipping here, I believe it was 
~erday I think in the Free Press. There are just 
pieces of the article that I would like to note . 

It says here: "Education Minister Oayton 
Manness has introduced legislation to get tough 
with disruptive students and other undesirables 
who have no place hanging around schools." 

The heacDine firstly was: '"l'ories tackle violence 
in schools. 

''We are going to make sure The Public Schools 
Act gives the power to principals and school 
leaders so when they ask someone to leave the 
scbool boundaries, that they will know the impact 
of the full force of the law will come down upon 
them if they wish to neglect those instructions." 

Another part here later on: "But Manness said 
teachers need to be given control over the 
classroom so there will be structme and they can 
teach students in an atmosphere and environment 
which is conducive to learning. Regarding those 
found loitering around school buildings or 
grounds, the minister said there is currently little a 
principal can do if somebody defies an order to 
leave. Principals can call police in such 
circumstances, but there is a lack of clarity with 
respect to the powers right now." 

That is quite interesting. ''Linda York, 
president-designate of the Manitoba Teachers' 
Society, welcomed the proposed changes. Abuse 
and violence have been a concem for us and we 
have certainly wanted something to be done, she 
said I think it is time." 

I would just like to point out again that is the 
president and designate of the Manitoba Teachers' 
Society. 

Mr. Speaker, another key area of this throne 
speech is the continuation of this government's 
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effort to preserve our vital health care system and 
make it more responsive to the needs of 
Manitobans. Health care spending continues to be 
the largest part of govemnmt spending. This year 
dose to $2 billion was allocated in the provincial 
budget Health is the single largest department in 
government It is also one of the most critical 
areas when it comes to doing business more 
effectively. I am pleased at this government's 
desire to improve conmnmity-based service is 
progressing. We are working in partnership with 
health care professionals like the doctors, the 
nurses and hospital boards to ensure that the 
health care needs of Manitobans are met well into 
the 21st Century. 

Initiatives such as nurse-managed health care, 
breast cancer screening programs and commmity­
based services mean a health care system that is 
more respoosive and closer to the people it serves. 
Health care is another area like education where 
we have consulted extensively. In fact, in health 
care I would say very honestly that more 
consultation has taken place on the Ienewal of 
health care in Manitoba than on any other subject 
that you could bring up. 

I heard the Leader of the NDP criticize having 
so many health care committees. It is obvious they 
do not want consultation. 1ben they would 
criticize for that also. 1be NDP does not seem to 
want consultation on many things. 1he member 
for Swan River (Ms. Wowdmk) was talking about 
the Wheat Board earlier this week saying there is 
no need for consultation. [interjection] I think I 
woke somebody up. That seems to be the NDP 
policy on most things. Take the stand that is 
opposite. It does not matter what the topic is, just 
take the opposite stand 

Back to health care now and our plans that are 
shifting more and more services into the 
community. This government's initiatives will 
help control health care costs which continue to 
escalate. By looking for ways to make the system 
more responsive, we are in fact delivering a 
remrly for an ailing system. That was like a bomb 
ready to blow just looking for a place to happen. 
We and other provincial governments have been 

faced with a massive challenge to make the system 
more efficient or risk losing it altogether. 

I have heard ~nts from opposition 
m=mbers that more mmey needs to be spent. That 
sounds like a simple solution, but it is no solution. 
I mean, all we have to do is look back at the 
history of the NDP during the 1980s. It is vecy 
clear. 

By directing the dollars to the areas where they 
are most needed and removing costly duplication 
of services, this government is not only enhancing 
the health care system, we are ensuring its future. 
Instead of looking to make cheap political points 
by saying just spend money, the opposition parties 
should have the courage to suggest meaningful 
ways to improve health care. Unfortunately, 
courage is not a word in their policy manual, Mr. 
Speaker, that is if they have such a thing. 

• (1620) 

I am pleased that this government is showing 
courage and is willing to work to preserve health 
care for the sake of all Manitobans and our future 
generations. We all know about the financial 
cmstraints facing all governments in Canada. We 
also know about the hard decisions that some 
governments have faced In Saskatchewan, 52 
hospitals have been closed-5 17 The members say 
at this point 52 hospitals. In Manitoba, we have 
been able to avoid such drastic measures. Yes, we 
have reduced a number of acute beds in Winnipeg 
hospitals. 

1he Manitoba Centre for Health Policy and 
Evaluation, a world-class research facility, has 
released a report evaluating the effects of that 
move to redirect resources to other areas. In its 
report, the centre says that reducing the number of 
beds in Winnipeg hospitals has not had a 
detrimental effect on health care. In fact, there is 
no reductioo in access to hospital services because 
more procedures are being done on an outpatient 
basis. 

This government also wants to ensure that 
patient care is not affected by the move away from 
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loog hospital stays. The centre studied the effects 
m. health care and has reported very favourably on 
the results. It states that access to health care has 
not decreased but has increased, and the quality of 
health care has not diminished. 

Our Minister of Health (Mr. McCrae) has stated 
many times that om goal is to make the system 
more responsive to the needs. That is precisely 
what is happening. Instead of filling up costly 
hospital beds for almost any element, health care 
providers are ensuring that those beds are used by 
those that need them most The move to day 
surgel)' not only allows people to stay in their 
homes and with their families, it is far less of a 
drain on the system 

The report shows that if appropriate services are 
in place when beds are closed, the quality and 
access to health care can be maintained and even 
enhanced. 

This government is not only dealing effectively 
with changes in health care, we are also dealing 
compassim.ately. We have not hacked and 
slashed We have carefully tuned the system to 
ensure it meets the needs of the C()tDDDmity and 
indeed our people. Just a small example, a couple 
of examples, in Ste. Anne, we have the hospital 
and a nursing home that are very close together. 
They have taken and hired one administratOr over 
the hospital and the nursing home, and indeed it is 
working very, very well. 

The hospital is also looking at other ways to 
share services with other hospitals that are not too 
distant from them. I am sure, and I have been told 
by board members and by the administrator that 
there are areas that they can work together with 
other hospitals. 

The oppositim. parties talk about change. They 
t1)' to say that they are the agents of change, but all 
they are really changing is some of their rhetoric. 
They still put forward the same old tired policies, 
and just the example of their spending habits just 
the other day m. transfer payments of $180 million 
and how they were going to spend it, and they 
were jumping on it before they even had it, is a 

prime example. 

It would be truly in my mind disastrous if people 
like that were ever to come into power as a 
government It would be disastrous. They spend 
money with no knowledge or reasoning of where 
they are going to get that money to pay it back. 

Mr. Speaker, this government has adapted to 
change and embraced it. We have clearly shown 
the people of Manitoba that we can move with the 
times and prepare for the future. Whether it is 
being in the forefront of new technology, launching 
the infonnatim. highway or meeting the day-to-day 
needs of our citizens, this government has proven 
it is worthy of office. 

We will introduce balanced budget legislation to 
protect us and future generations from those who 
might, by dlance, come into government down the 
road in another 10 years or so, but just to protect 
us from people like that who do not know how to 
handle IIJfJilCY for the people of this province. We 
can no longer affottl to issue blank cheques on our 
future. 

I believe this throne speech surprised the 
members of the opposition. If you sat here and 
watched the members across the way when the 
throne speech was being read, if you watched their 
faces, they were very surprised They thought this 
government would revert to the opposition ways, 
revert to the style of politics and come up with 
these huge programs to buy votes in time for the 
next election. They were sadly mistaken. 

This govermmu is sticking to its game plan and 
to the principles that are shared by the large 
majority of Manitobans. We were elected because 
Manitobans entrusted us to get this province's 
finances in order. We have stuck to that course, 
and we will clean up the trem:ndous mess that was 
left for us by the NDP. 

With all that has been accomplished during the 
four difficult years that we have just passed, 
imagine what we will be able to do now that a 
strong f01.Uldation has been laid for the future of 
this province. 
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In closing, I would just like to thank the people 
of La Verendrye for their support, for their 
invitation, their love, their good will in inviting me 
into their comnnmities, into their homes and into 
their c:burchcs. I have been welcomed, and I thank 
them for that. 

I would also like to wish them the very, very 
finest of O:nistmases and the healthiest and most 
prosperous New Year. 

I would also like to wish all members in this 
Assembly the same. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Gary Kowalski (The Maples): It is truly an 
honour and a privilege to rise and speak in this 
Ownber today. I DJJst first acknowledge you, Mr. 
Speaker, for the way you have handled your 
position. We in the Liberal caucus are especially 
grateful and appreciative of your stewardship in 
this Assembly. Our caucus, with ooly six 
members, could have easily suffered the tyranny of 
the majority. In many other countries the minority 
is not heard. In this Assembly, the majority can 
easily shout, heckle or laugh us down by their 
sheer numbers, but you have con.finncd the 
principle that all members are equal in this 
Assembly. You have assmed that the minority 
have their fair share of questions and opportunity 
to speak and to be heaid For that I thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I also wish to acknowledge the Oerk and his 
staff, the Sergeant-at-Arms and his staff, the 
Hansard staff and many others too numerous to 
mention. 

I also wish to acknowledge the new Pages. If 
we get to an Estimates process, I hope we will get 
to know them better in the evenings that we will 
work together. 

(Mr. Martel Laureodeau, Acting Speaker, in the 
Olair) 

In this adversarial environment of partisan party 
politics, I must comment on my colleagues in this 
Assembly. After a year as a politician, I have 
increased my respect for all members of this 

Chamber. I was, like many people outside this 
Olamber, cynical of politicians, believing they do 
not work hard, were overpaid and had their own 
self-interest as their main priority. I now know 
how hard most members of this House work, the 
sacrifices that both they and their families are 
~to make. In this partisan forum we often 
strongly disagree on how to make Manitoba a 
better place to live. I believe all members have 
that same goal in my mind. 

• (1630) 

I have special respect for the members of Liberal 
cauws. Being a small cauws, a great deal of work 
is shared amongst six MLAs. They work 
tirelessly, even in the face of what should be an 
overwhelming majority in this House, but they are 
not overwhelmed. 

After some poll results were published last 
Spring in the media, our small caucus received 
increased media attention. We became the target 
of the other two caucuses. 1be abuse and scom 
from those other caucuses are reassuring. They 
confirmed the fact that both of the other parties 
realize that Manitobans see our party as the 
alternative to the present government. 

I will pay a special tribu,te to the valued 
leadership and inspiration provided by my Leader. 
His achievements have and will continue to have 
a profound impact on the political future of 
Manitoba and this country. As Manitobans get to 
know our Leader better, they will find, as I have, 
that to know him is to like him and respect him. 
The more Manitobans get to know our Leader the 
surer they will be that he is the man to lead this 
province after the next election. I am always 
impressed with his intelligence, wisdom, caring 
and his restraint and ability to ignore the taunts 
and vile personal comments and heckling that 
increase as does his popularity. 

The Priire Minister, Jean Olretien, stated, when 
he was in Winnipeg earlier this year, that my 
Leader reminded the Prime Minister of himself in 
his younger days, but by the time the Prime 
Minister was the same age as our member for St. 
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James, he was already a cabinet minister. So he 
had better get going before he gets too old 

As MLAs we should not forget our caucus staff 
and our coostituent assistants. In all three political 
parties, the staff have shown their political bosses 
a great deal of loyalty arid effort above and beyond 
the call of duty. They often do this with the 
realization that there is little job security in 
worlcing for an elected official. 

I would like to take this opportunity, as well, to 
thank my family for their support and energy, 
helping me to take on this important task. 

In my first year as the MLA representing The 
Maples, I have seen many good things happening. 
In the past year, we have seen the opening of a 
Citizens for Crime Awareness Comnnmity Police 
Office. This project was headed, amongst others, 
by Doug Simpson and Tracy Sumka, two 
COIIlDI.JDity volunteers. They worked together with 
Constable Ron Bell, Constable Jim Hewey, and 
their supervisor, Sergeant Ian Mann and a large 
munber of volunteers who made it possible for us 
to have a C()IDDllmity policy office in The Maples. 

In the past year, we have seen a Maple's youth 
centre. This project was headed by Devi Sharma 
and approximately 20 young adult mentors from 
our comnnmity, young adults who have grown up 
in The Maples and are willing to give something 
back to the commmity. In addition, our city 
councillor, Mike O'Shaughnessy, Dawn Smithson 
from The Maple's Recreation Association, and 
George Miller and Doug Simpson, also shared in 
the work and made this a reality. I should mention 
that this project started with a petition of 400 
youths from Ken Seaford Junior High, who 
presented this petition to me, and because of their 
efforts and co-operation of Bob Ashuck from 
Parks and Recreation and the Garden City Inn, we 
bad a forum, where we established what the young 
people of our comnnmity wanted Together with 
the volunteers from our comnnmity and the young 
adults, we made it a possibility, and the success of 
our youth centre has been overwhelming. 

During the summer, often they bad between 40 

and 70 young people, people who might otherwise 
have been getting into mischief, recreating in an 
appropriate manner. The success of this program 
has prompted me to submit a resolution that will 
be presented in this Chamber, and I hope all 
hmourable members will support that resolution. 

Maples Youth Justice Committee is now in its 
secood year of operatioo. headed by Tracy Sumpka, 
the chairperson. It is expanding its role, besides 
dealing with judicial proceedings against young 
offenders, by expanding to deal with examining 
the possibility of dealing with young offenders 
under the age of 12 years of age by doing youth 
venturing, peer justice committees and youth 
employment projects. This is a group of citizen 
volunteers that are making The Maples a better 
place to live. 

In addition, we had a paint project over the past 
year. We bad approximately 40 young people and 
adults worldng together in our C(l11lnnmity painting 
over the graffiti put on by the few young people 
who are not the best of The Maples. These young 
people wanted to Dlllke a point, that it is oo.ly a 
small minority of young people that is attracting so 
lDJdl attention and the lllljority of young people in 
our neighbourhood are good. We have received 
co-operation from many businesses in the 
comnnmity supporting us with this paint project, 
including General Paint, Tim Horton Donuts, 
Canadian Tire, Manitoba Hydro, Kentucky Fried 
Olickm, MSA Canada Inc., Manitoba Hazardous 
Waste Managem:nt Corporation all assisted us by 
giving doo.atioos, equipment, supplies and food to 
accomplish this project. 

Local small business prospers and provides 
employment to my constituency. Small 
businesses, such as Lawn Tech Enterprises have 
opened up in The Maples to show the 
industriousness of the people of that comnnmity. 
The Mandalay Mall continues to flourish with no 
vacancies being available in that mall. 
Renovations are now taking place in The Maples 
Marketplace Mall to show the vibrancy of our 
community. In some small way I have tried to 
help the businesses of The Maples by issuing a 
directory of the businesses and the services 
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available in The Maples. I hope to continue this 
practice as it has been nmch appreciated, both by 
the constituents and the businesses of The Maples. 

The constituency office that I opened up in The 
Maples has been a very great success. Many 
people have used the offices for meetings. The 
government job postings are located there so 
people could look at them Constituent concerns 
and personal concerns are addressed It has been 
a very great success and I am glad that was 
established. 

Part of that success is due to my constituency 
worker, Gloria Balassu. Gloria was also a 
volunteer on the Child and Family Services 
Advisory Council with Doug Simpson, Debbie 
Shanna, Barb MacMath. Barb MacMath is also 
a volunteer at the Inkster Youth Justice Committee 
that my colleague, the MLA for Inkster (Mr. 
Lamoureux), was one of the founders of. Gloria 
Balassu has made presentations at Folklorama, 
Child and Family Services, Philippino family 
values and other venues and has attended 
conferences dealing with drug abuse. 

I want to talk for a few minutes about the tone of 
the thrme spc:ech. At a poverty forum that we had 
recmdy, and previously at my Listening to Youth 
Forum, people said they were looking for a 
positive m:ssage. They said some of the problems 
amongst the youth is a lack of hope for the future. 
They often say it does not matter where you are as 
long as you know that there is a possibility of 
getting to somewhere. People are looking for 
leadership from their politicians, looking for 
people in authority to come together to find 
solutions and be positive and optimistic about the 
future. No political party has a monopoly on 
concern for the poor and young people, and 
nobody owns a good idea. 

The releasing of the legislative agendas, 
alternative agendas-people have tried to take 
aedit for ideas. No one owns a good idea, and the 
timing, if it was released on a Monday as opposed 
to a Tuesday, does that give you ownership and a 
monopoly on a concem for children and young 
people? I think not We had a poverty forum 

weeks before where many of the suggestions of the 
participants we found on the agenda of the first 
opposition party, but we do not claim any 
ownership. As I say, no one owns a good idea. 

This being a pre-election session I expect it will 
be very rancorous, very partisan, and it is a shame. 
If this same election was not called so that going 
into this celebration of the 125th, we would not be 
involved in this rancorous, partisan debate that 
will be so divisive and cause so nmch cynicism in 
the public about politicians. 

Yesterday the member for Burrows (Mr. 
Martindale) started his reply to the throne speech 
as an informative talk to the Pages as a way of 
explaining the differences between the parties. I 
find that was an interesting practice. But just as 
the member for St. Norbert (Mr. Laurendeau) had 
done when it came time to explain what the 
Liberal Party philosophy stood for, the member for 
Burrows used the opportunity to take another 
cheap shot at the Liberal caucus as the NDP and 
Conservative caucuses continue with what some 
might call an unholy alliance against what they 
seem. to see as the biggest threat, the Liberal Party. 
While it is reassuring to be the focus of attacks 
from both of the other parties, because it confirms 
our status as a real alternative to the present 
govemlll'1il, it resulted in the Pages not having an 
opportunity to hear what the Liberal Party is 
about. So I will take a few moments on that 
subject. 

• (1640) 

William Gladstone, the great British Liberal, 
was a Tory M.P. until he was about 50 years of 
age, and he grew wiser with age. Gladstone 
probably stated what liberalism is better than 
anyone has before or since. Liberalism is trust of 
the people, tempered by prudence. Conservatism 
is distrust of the people, tempered by fear. If alive 
in Canada today, he might well describe 
democratic socialism as ultimate trust only in 
govemment, not people. He would probably find 
the Reformers to be undistinguishable from the 
Tories, Conservative populists in wigs and 
nmstaches to disguise themselves. 
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Sir Wilfrid Laurier said in 1877, I am a Liberal. 
I am one of these who think that everywhere in 
human things there are abuses to be reformed, new 
horizons to be opened, and new forces to be 
developed. 

Just to go into a little bit more detail to inform 
the colleagues in the Legislature, because they 
seem to be confused as to the Liberal philosophy, 
I will read from the Liberal Manifesto of 194 7. It 
was drawn up in Wa<Dwn College, Oxford, 
England, 1947. It says: We, the Liberals of 19 
countries assembled at Oxfonl at the ~ of 
disorder, poverty, famine and fear caused by two 
world wars, convinced that this condition of the 
world is largely due to the abandonment of Liberal 
principles, affirm om faith in this declaration. 

Man is first and foremost a being endowed with 
the power of independent thought and action and 
with the ability to distinguish right from wrong. 
Respect for the human person and for the family is 
the true basis of society. The state is mly the 
inst:nmrnt of the cmmmity. It should assume no 
power whid:l cooflicts with the fundamental rights 
of the citizen and with the conditions essential for 
a responsible and creative life; namely, personal 
freedtm guaranteed by the independence of the 
administration of law and justice; freedom of 
worship and liberty and conscience; freedom of 
speed:l and of the press; freedom to associate or 
not to associate; free choice of occupation, but 
opportunity of a full and varied education, 
acconling to ability and irrespective of birth and 
means; the right to private ownership of property 
and the right to embark on individual enterprise; 
COilSUIJD'S' free choice and the opportunity to reap 
the full benefit of the productivity of the soil and 
the industry of man; security from the hazards of 
sickness, unemployment, disability and old age; 
equality of rights between men and women. These 
rights and conditions can be secured mly by true 
democracy. True democracy is inseparable from 
political liberty and is based on the consciousness, 
free and enlightened consent of the majority, 
through a free and secret ballot with due respect 
for the liberties and opinions of minorities. 

The suppression of economic freedom nmst not 

lead to the disappearance of public freedom We 
oppose such suppression, whether it is brought 
about by state ownership or control or by private 
monopolies, cartels and trusts. We admit state 
ownership mly for those undertakings which are 
beyond the scope of private enterprise or are in 
competition in which competition no longer plays 

· its part. · It goes on. That manifesto was 
1'f'XXJ'lfinmi in 1967 in Oxford and then in 1981 in 
Rome. 

More recently, the Liberal Party of Canada is 
committed to the view that the dignity of the 
individual man and woman is a canlinal principle 
of democratic society and the primaiy purpose of 
all political mganization activity in such a society. 

The Liberal Party is dedicated to the principles 
that have historically sustained the party­
individual freedom, responsibility and 1mman 
dignity in the framewOik of a just society and 
political freedom in the framework of meaningful 
participation by all persons. 

The Liberal Party is bound by the Constitution 
and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms and is 
C()ll wuiued to the pmsuit of equality of opportunity 
for all persoos, the enhancement of our unique and 
diverse aJltural cotDJDJmity to the recognition that 
English and Frmch are the official languages of 
Canada and to the preservation of a Canadian 
identity and a global society. 

In acconlance with this philosophy, the Liberal 
Party subscribes to the fundamental rights and 
freedom of persons under the rule of law and 
commits itself to the protection of these essential 
values and their constant adaptation to the 
changing needs of modem Canadian society. 

The Liberal Party recognizes that human dignity 
in a democratic system requires that all citizens 
have access to full information concerning the 
policies and the leadership of the party, the 
opportunity to participate in open and public 
assessment of such means, such modifications of 
policies and leaderships as are deemed desirable to 
promote the political, economic, social, cultural 
and general well-being of Canadians. 
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To realize this objective, the Liberal Party has 
tried to provide a flexible and democratic structure 
whereby all Canadians can obtain such 
information, participate in such assessment and 
militate for such refotm through open 
comnnmication, free dialogue and participatory 
action both electoral and nonelectoral. 

This philosophy causes our caucus to examine 
ead:l issue, not from a simplistic right-wing or left­
wing viewpoint. Instead, on each issue, including 
many long-standing challenges to this province, 
we look at them through fresh eyes of an 
invigorated, principled Liberal philosophy. 

Point or Order 

Ms. Becky Barrett (Wellington): I am 
wondering if the member for The Maples would 
entertain a question or shale with us dwing the 
rest ofhis speech about his party's position on the 
immigration issue. 

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laurendeau): The 
hooourable narj)er does not have a point of order, 
but if the hooourable member does wish to answer 
a question, it will be up to him. 

Point or Order 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Second Opposition 
House Leader): I know the member for 
Wellington is very anxious to tty to justify what 
the NDP in Ontario might be doing c:n 
immigration. I believe that the member for 1be 
Maples has the floor. He is trying to respond to 
the throne speech. He is giving a very sincere--

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Laurendeau): Order, 
please. 1he honourable member does not have a 
point of order. I have al!eady ruled that the 
hmourable member did not have a point of order. 

••• 
Mr. Kowalski: AB I was saying, this philosophy 
causes our caucus to examine each issue not from 
a simplistic right-wing or left-wing viewpoint. 
Instead, on each issue, including many long­
standing challenges to this province, we look at 
them through the fresh eyes of an invigorated, 

principled Liberal philosophy, instead of the tired 
old eyes of the old left- and right-wing dogmatic 
philosophies. So I am proud to be a Liberal and 
am proud to be associated with my federal Liberal 
counterparts. 

(Mr. Bob Rose, Acting Speaker, in the Olair) 

Are the government members proud to be 
associated with their federal counterparts? I know 
that there are not many left, so I have to compare 
and contrast the former Prime Minister Mulroney 
and his ti:deral Conservative government with our 
provincial Conservative government. How are 
they similar? Well, the former Mulroney federal 
government was a two-term government, as this 
provincial Cc:nservative government is a two-term 
govem•• mt 1be Mulroney federal Conservatives 
stretched their mandate out to their fifth year. 1be 
provincial Cc:nservative government are stretching 
their mandate out to their fifth year. The Mulroney 
Conservatives seemed to like to gamble. 
Remember the former Prime Minister's roll of the 
dice analogy. Our provincial Conservatives 
support of gambling and all the benefits, like 
addiction, family breakups, suicide, crime is well 
known. 

• (1650) 

In my view, the Mulroney Conservatives had a 
lack of tespect for Parliament, instead preferring to 
deal in back rooms. This provincial Conservative 
govemment has shown their lack of respect and 
use for the Assembly by calling the Assembly into 
sessim less than any OCher previous government in 
Manitoba. Our provincial Conservative govem­
ment has repeatedly stated that they feel it is not 
necessary to be in session to govem this province. 
1be people ofManitoba thought that in 1990 they 
elected 57 representatives to govem this province. 
Instead, maybe they should have elected the 
bureaucrats, like the head of the lottery 
commission, because their representatives had no 
opportunity to present their views on casinos and 
many other issues. 

1be Mulroney Conservative government 
underestimated the deficit, just as our provincial 
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Conservative government has. The Mulroney 
Conservative govemmcot, in my opinion, had a 
tendency to alienate groups of people. Our 
provincial Cooservative government has alienated 
teachers, health care workers, RCMP officers and 
many other professional groups. So after 
comparing and contrasting the Mulrooey 
Cooservatives and our provincial Conservatives I 
am led to believe there is little difference. A Tory 
is a Tory is a Tory. 

The throne speech appears to be a throne speech 
by Angus Reid The same polls that must have 
stopped this government from calling an election 
this fall seem to have dictated what went into the 
throne speech. 

That is why I find the Minister of Energy and 
Mines' (Mr. Orchard) allegation that our position 
m gun control is motivated m what is politically 
correct laughable in the wake of this govemment's 
tbetoric on getting tough on crime with boot 
wilderness camps, rigorous coofinemcnt, welfare 
snitch lines, when after six years of Conservative 
govemment crime is m the rise in this ~· 
RCMP officers are concerned about lack of staff, 
court backlogs swell and so on. This government 
is ignoring the professionals in justice, law 
enforcement, health and education to do what is 
popular as opposed to what is effective. 

This govemmmt's claim of no new taxes is also 
Jbetoric. When services are QJt, when user fees are 
added, when the tax burden and the responsibility 
for certain costs are shifted to municipalities and 
school boards who are forced to raise taxes, is that 
not a tax rise? The n:ductim of the deficit is being 
lla:Oiq)lisbed with gambling funds and an increase 
in the bJcral fiscal stabilization transfer payments 
-no great achievement for this govemmcot. The 
reduction to the-

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rose): Order, please. 

Point or Order 

Hoo. Donald Orchard (Minister or Energy and 
Mines): Mr. Acting Speaker, I wonder if given 
the cmrent speaker's question in Question Period 

if he would respond to a question on gun control 
that emanates from his recent statements? 

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Rose): The 
hmourable member does not have a point of order. 

••• 
Mr. Kowalski: Reduction of the deficit is also 
being aa::otq>lisbed by increasing the social deficit 
ci this province. We have seen at our poverty 
fonun, Manitoba leads the nation in child poverty. 
That is part of our social deficit. In 1991 the child 
poverty rate was 27 percent as opposed to the 
national average of 18 percent. In other words, 
more than one out of evecy four Manitoba children 
live in poverty. The Manitoba child poverty rate 
for children under seven years old has doubled 
from 16 percent in 1981 to 33 percent in 1991. 
Manitoba's social assistance rates for a single 
parent with one child add up to only 60 percent of 
the poverty line. 

(Mr. Marcel Laun::odcau, Acting Speaker, in the 
Chair) 

In Canada, a single female parent would have to 
work 73 hours per week at rninimun wage to 
bring her family up to the poverty line. 

The tccmge pregnancy rate in Manitoba adds up 
to 45 reported pregnancies a week among girls 
betwem the ages of 15 and 19 years old Many of 
these girls are choosing to keep their babies rather 
than give them up for adoption. Poor children are 
more likely to die at birth, to suffer from lower 
birth weights and chronic health problems and 
more likely to die of injury. In Manitoba the injury 
death rate for preschoolers is 60 percent higher 
than the national average, bucking the national 
trend towards reduced injury rates. lbis all adds 
up to our social deficit. Yes, the fiscal deficit may 
be coming down, but our social deficit in 
increasing. 

After reading the throne speech I thought, thank 
God for Jean Olretien and the federal Liberal 
government In the words of the First Minister, 
when he was interviewed in the Maclean's 
magazine about the Team Canada trip to Otina, 
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the First Minister stated, the Prime Minister has 
just been absolutely deHgbtful to work with. Well, 
of comse, he is a Liberal. 

In qard to some of the matters concerning this 
topic of justice dealt with in the throne speech, this 
government continues its dletoric about getting 
tough m. crime with tough-sounding talk but with 
policies that 111e having little real effect on crime in 
Manitoba. The Justice minister still tries to take 
some credit for influencing federal policy on the 
young Offenders Act. If the truth be known. 00. 

page 85 in the red book, the plan to amend the 
Young Offenders Act was made long before she 
tried to capitalize on her tough talk. But as Scott 
Newark, Executive Dilector of the Canadian 
Police Association-and I admit, as the Justice 
minister says, he is m.ly representing the officers 
who do the crime prevention-stated on CBC m. 
November 15 of this year, tbinldng that we can 
change a couple of sections in the Young 
Offi:onders Act, and youth crime is going away, we 
are deceiving ourselves. 

In Manitoba the minister is deceiving all 
Manitobans to believe her tough talk will have an 
impact on youth crime and violence in Manitoba. 

On May 30 of this year, in the last session of 
Justice Estimates, I asked the Minister of Justice 
(Mrs. V~y) to examine the possibility of 
addressing the lengthening court backlog by using 
the courtrooms and staff already in place for 
evening court. 

The minister indicated that this idea was worthy 
of consideration. I am happy to see that this is 
addressed in the throne speech and I hope to see 
this court in operation in the near futute. I hope 
some of the other suggestions I made in the last 
Estimates of Justice will also be implemented. 

The throne speech talks about levels of policing, 
how hypocritical. After discounting the concems 
of the staff relation representatives of the RCMP 
has been only the workers representatives and not 
representing the force and then going on to ignore 
the concems expressed to her by the commander of 
the RCMP in Manitoba. 

The throne speech speaks about taking steps to 
ensure the victims of stalkers are notified in the 
event that stalkers once charged with criminal 
offmces escape from wstody or is released on bail 
by courts. I have news, this has been done for a 
long time. Notifying public of dangerous sex 
offenders in the comn:nm.ity is fine, but what will 
we do for treatment? Will we just play a shell 
game with these sex offenders, move them from 
one commmity to another, or are we going to 
solve the problem? Again, doing something that 
is politically correct, that is politically popular as 
opposed to doing something that is effective. 

I see in the throne speech that the "mechanisms 
to place nam:s of convicted pedophiles on a Child 
Abuse Registry are being reviewed." I encourage 
the Justice minister to continue on that course. 
That would be a welcome addition to the registry. 

The throne speech also talks about expanded 
cnmmmity magistrate training programs and the 
appointment of an additional 20 magistrates in 
conmnmities without local justice services, to 
improve community-based justice services. I 
applaud the minister on that initiative. 

* (1700) 

'l'brn the throne speech talks about pursuing the 
development of initiatives to permit expanded 
services for victims of crime. I have never seen a 
commitment couched in such tentative language, 
such a nm.commitment in a commitment, ever in 
my life. Will they do it'l Will they have an 
opportunity to do it'l Why do they not do 
something that is really tangible? If they want to 
help victims, instead of punishing victims of 
crimes through the Criminal Injuries 
Compensation Board, who, in truth, can be 
permanently disabled and whose compensation is 
not indexed to inflation. As inflation increases, 
their pain does not, their need does not decrease. 

The throoe speech reflects on the Maintenance 
Enforcement Program, and although no one owns 
a good idea, I know my colleague from Osborne 
has led the case for improvements to the 
Maintenance Pnforcenrm Program. I am sure that 
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she is ve.ty happy to see that she can have an effect 
on this government by reason, by the force of her 
strmg arguor.ots to correct a program that has not 
been working. 

Then the throne speech goes on to talk about 
rigorous confinement. I have had the pleasure of 
taking tours of the Agassiz Youth Centre, the 
Manitoba Youth Centre. and I have to applaud the 
staf:t: Many of them were in a moral dilemma. 
When the minister started talking about boot 
camps, many of them had to make a moral 
decision. Would they implement the type of 
facility, the militaristic boot camp that the Justice 
minister was advocating, that would not sit well 
with their professional beliefs, with their personal 
beliefs, or would they resign for their jobs? Thank 
goodness for the staff in Corrections. They were 
able to get a program that is based on sound 
research and will be effective, hopefully. 

The boot camps that the Justice minister keeps 
talking about, there are no boot camps; they are 
bootie camps. The staff have been encouraged to 
call them boot camps, but in no way, shape or 
form, other than the minister's words can they be 
classified as a boot camp. 

So again the minister's tough talk and rhetoric­
[interjection] I have been asked a question by the 
Minister ofEucrgy and Mines (Mr. Orchald) about 
gun control. I would like to answer the minister's 
question about the legal importation of guns. As 
police officers come across guns, unless they are 
registe.md, how will they be able to tell which ones 
are illegally imported and which ones are legally 
imported unless there is a registration process? 

I hope the minister will finally listen to experts, 
the Canadian chiefs of police, the doctors, the 
teachers, the professionals, but, again, this 
government's lack of respect for the professionals 
and research as opposed to doing what is 
politically popular, as opposed to doing what is 
efrective, makes me look forward to the upcoming 
elections when Manitobans will be able to 
comment on this throne speech with their votes. 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Mr. 

Acting Speaker, I am delighted to rise in my place 
in the Manitoba Legislature and respond to the 
motion put in this House by my colleagues at the 
opening of this debate and to respond to the 
Speech from the Throne so ably read to us by the 
Lieutenant-Governor of our province. 

I am pleased to see all the members again and to 
be back in the Legislature, if only for a little while 
this tim:. I cannot help but join with colleagues in 
expressing my appreciation to Mr. Speaker for the 
services be renders to this House and its members 
and, through them, to the people of Manitoba. By 
listening to comments made by honourable 
uanbers on all sides of the House, it is clear that 
our Speaker indeed enjoys the confidence of the 
members of this House. 

It is a pleasure for me to tell you that I will be 
supporting the Speech from the Throne and the 
comments therein, because the Speech from the 
Thrme at this session lays out for you, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, and all of us, the plan that our 
government, to pursue-[ interjection] 

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Marcel 
Laurendeau): Oldc:r, please. I am having a little 
bit of difficulty hearing the Minister of Health at 
this time. If those members want to cany on a 
cmversatioo, I would appreciate it if they did it in 
the loge. 

Mr. McCrae: -in developing a society in 
Manitoba which will endure as we and our 
childml and those who come after them continue 
to pursue successful lives and the happiness that 
can IICCOiql81ly successful living. That successful 
living, in large measure, is the result of a caring 
attitude and a caring approach for one's fellow men 
and women. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, in order for that kind of 
result of our efforts now to happen, we need 
indeed to follow a ve.ty carefully thought out and 
plamed economic and fiscal policy. I dare say­
and you are not supposed to talk about budgets 
before they materialize-our next budget, following 
in the tradition laid down by my colleague from 
Morris, my colleague from Kirkfield Park will 
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follow a course of stability for Manitoba, the kind 
of stability that gives people confidence that they 
can locate here, they can build successful 
enterprises here, they can put their fellow 
Manitobans to work, and they can build that happy 
and successful life for themselves and their 
families that we all strive to do. 

If indeed the budget that will follow will be 
consistent with the throne speech that we are 
debating today, and consistent with previous 
throne speeches and budgets, then I will be there, 
Mr. Acting Speaker, to support that budget and 
any budgets that are like that. 

One of the members, in the discussions 
following the Speech from the Throne-in fact, I 
think it was the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
Doer)-made a comparison of one throne speech 
from this government with another and, I think, 
was saying there is very IDlch a similar vein 
running through both throne speeclles. I do not 
think that should come as any surprise if indeed 
that is the case, because I think that is what we 
have been trying to produce, a stability which 
<:011a with a certain consistency. I do not refer to 
the kind of consistency referred to by the famous 
writer Emerson, I think it was, who said that a 
foolish consistency was the hobgoblin of a little 
mind. As I sat and listened to the speech made 
just before me by the honourable member for 'lbe 
Maples (Mr. Kowalski), I thought, well, I guess 
the members of the Liberal Party in this province 
have very big minds, because there is absolutely 
no consistency in their approach. I think a 
consistency that makes sense and that works and 
that enjoys the support of the people of a province 
is the kind of fiscal and economic consistency that 
I want to support, and I will indeed be doing so. 

• (1710) 

That is very key, Mr. Acting Speaker, in the 
development of the future economy which will 
drive all of the other things that we in Canada hold 
so dear, such as an education system that produces 
the kinds of results that my colleague the 
honourable Minister of Education and Training 
(Mr. Manness) has been talking about in all of his 

consultations and discussions and in his 
pronO\Dlcernents here in this House, the health 
system that we indeed hold up as one of the unique 
aspects of our country that makes us such a special 
COlDltiy in which to live, and our social safety net 
that we have in our province and in other 
provinces that we debate on a daily basis in this 
House and throughout the province. The reason 
we do that is because indeed we all do care about 
those people in our system who are vulnerable. 
We do care about other people who become 
vulnerable through ill health or accident or 
whatever reasons. 

So the most important thing we can do for our 
fellow citizms is to build an economic system that 
will support that health, education and social 
service network that we insist on having here in 
this COlDltiy. That also includes a strong justice 
system about which the honourable member for 
The Maples (Mr. Kowalski) spoke. He spoke of 
all of these things that he did speak about with a 
backdrop of all these famous Liberals that he 
knew. He left out one or two. He made no 
rrention whatever-{interjection] Unfortunately he 
did leave out the honourable member for 
Crescentwood (Ms. Gray), but I am sure it was 
just an oversight and it probably will not happen 
again now that it has been brought up and raised 
here. 

(Mr. Geny McAlpine, Acting Speaker, in the 
Chair) 

He forgot altogether to mention the Right 
Honourable Pierre Elliott Trudeau. I wonder why 
that is. I wonder why that would be. 1he man 
who led this country and taugbt us new dimensions 
in body language and new dimensions in 
phraseology as well. Things that I frankly did not 
evm want to tell my kids about until they became 
old enough to understand that they ought not to 
talk that way or ought not to act so indecently 
themselves. 'lbe honourable member for 1he 
Maples left out any reference to the Honourable 
Pierre Blliott Trudeau, but he did talk about how 
mudl respect the Liberals have for the 
parliamentacy traditions and the democratic 
traditions that we have in the parliamentary 
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system. [interjection] 

The Irelllber for St. Boniface (Mr. Gaudry) asks 
me if I want to speak about Mulroney. Well, the 
honourable member for Maples did, so I do not 
need to. But he did not talk about the days of 
Piene Elliott Trudeau. I was there and watched 
what happened during those years that Piene 
Elliott Trudeau was the Prime Minister of our 
country. I was there when a frustrated opposition 
speaking for large segments of our population, 
notably in westem Canada, had to ring the bells of 
the Parliament of Canada for 15 days fighting for 
some semblance of respect for the democratic 
process and respect for the regions of our country. 
I was there and I saw it. Now I know why the 
member for Maples did not refer to that sony 
chapter of Liberal history. 

I remind you that a foJ:nu member of this House 
now sits in the other place, as they call it in 
Ottawa, otherwise known as the Senate, who 
spoke in such strong terms about the whole issue 
of patronage, and now finds herself in the other 
place. I remind you that that former honourable 
member of this place was one who liked to 
worship at the feet of the Right Honourable Piene 
Elliot Trudeau. So let there be no mistake about 
where some of our colleagues in the Liberal Party 
stand 

The honourable member for The Maples kind of 
skipped over some of that stuff. He forgot to 
mention when he was discussing Sir Wilfred 
Laurier that one of his key ministers was Sir 
Oifford Sifton. 

I invite you to read Piene Berton's book. It is 
called The Promised Land. I have spoken in 
glowing terms about Sir Oifford and so I do not 
propose to disturb anybody as they rest today, but 
Piene Berton had some interesting things to say 
about Oifford Sifton in the days when he was a 
Liberal. I remind the member for The Maples that 
even Sir Oifford, who was the last Attorney 
General from Brandon other than myself, ended up 
joining the Conservatives in the end 

Those who seek wisdom find the Conservatives. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been a year and two months 
and 28 days and seven hours and 15 minutes since 
I became Minister of Health. I thought that in the 
little while that I have, the microphone that is, 
today, it would be a good idea to take a step back 
just to see where we are at today. 

While I am doing that, I might refer in passing 
to our friends in the New Democratic Party. I 
thought that as the member for The Maples spoke 
that the member for Wellington (Ms. Barrett) 
showed some wisdom and some common sense 
when she invited the member for The Maples to 
answer a question about the federal immigration 
policy. I thought it would be reasonable for that to 
happen. I thought initially that the member for 
The Maples would want very JDJch to set the 
record straight. But no, not to be deterred by the 
member for Wellington, the member for The 
Maples had his mind made up what he was going 
to say, and no sense of reason or logic was going 
to get in the way of his getting done what he was 
going to say. 

Similarly, the Minister of Energy and Mines 
wanted to point something out and have the 
honourable member respond, something about the 
member for The Maples suggesting that mandatory 
registration of all guns would stop all illegal 
ilqKxtation of firearms. The honourable member 
for The Maples is a former police officer. Surely 
he knows that just because a law appears 
somewhere in writing that it is not going to be 
obeyed by everybody. Otherwise, we would not 
need police officers, would we? But no, the 
honourable member for The Maples did not want 
to engage in that kind of discussion, because that 
might have put some of the things he was saying to 
the test. 

It just bothers me a little bit about the 
honourable member for The Maples because he 
gets up and says some things that I really feel 
strongly about-that is, things like the cynicism 
within which the political system is held in the 
minds of mmy people. I find that just as upsetting 
as the honourable member for The Maples. Like 
my colleagues on this side of the House, we have 
tried to conduct ourselves in such a way as not to 
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bring on that sort of cynicism. He talks about that 
and how honourable and glorious we all ought to 
be as members of the Legislature. Then be goes 
on to give the m>st partisan speech given so far in 
this debate. If that does not engender some 
cynicism in the minds of the members of the 
public, I do not know what. 

So I do not tbink the honourable member should 
be itnmme from a little bit of aiticism and chiding 
when be talks that way in the House because, you 
know, frankly I am not impressed by that because 
it demonstrates sort of a double-track sort of way 
of thinking or a double standard that seems to exist 
sOillCtin:a. It is that very double standani that has 
people in the c()tllDllmity so upset about 
politicians. [interjection] 

The honourable Leader of the liberal Party says 
he is going to save all the answers until after the 
next election. That sounds like a liberal to me, 
too. It seems to me that the questions ought to be 
asked before the election. Let the people judge 
and let the people make an informed decision. But 
no the JD:IIiJcr wants to answer the questions after 
the election. Maybe I could say that sounds 
typical, but that would not really get me too far 
down the road either. 

• (1720) 

(Mr. Speaker in the Olair) 

On the issue of my having the honour of being 
the Minister of Health for Manitoba, I think one of 
the best ways for us to determine our progress and 
achievements is to compare those achievements 
with those in other provinces. Sometimes that 
bothers members of the New Democratic Party 
especially because they are so ashamed of what 
has been going on under the leadership of their 
friends in Ontario and their friends in 
Saskatchewan, notably Mr. MidJael Deeter, former 
Deputy Minister of Health in the Province of 
Ontario who has recently gone on to other 
pursuits. [interjection] 

The honourable Minister for Housing and Urban 
Affairs (Mrs. Mcintosh) asks if Michael Deeter 

has gone on to become the general manager of 
Connie Curran's Canadian operations. I will 
confirm for the honourable minister that that is my 
understanding, that that is precisely what Michael 
Deeter is doing, after doing his number on the 
province of Ontario, after having worked so 
closely, nose to nose and belly to belly and toe to 
toe with honourable members in the New 
Democratic Party around the cabinet table. But 
honourable members opposite do not really want 
to talk very JD.Jch about Michael Deeter and his 
contributions here in the province of Manitoba. 

(Mr. Gerry McAlpine, Acting Speaker, in the 
Olair) 

For the member for Wolseley (Ms. Friesen), 
what I meant by that expression was that Michael 
Deeter and she and her honourable colleagues are 
soul mates when it comes to their philosophy 
about health care. No matter what they try to put 
across to the people of Manitoba, we know the 
truth about the New Democrats. 

Health care services are being examined, 
renewed and revamped in virtually every province 
in Canada. We have all discovered that continual 
increases in spculing do not improve the health of 
the population. That is something about which we 
all agree. Furthermore, we all recognize that 
health services nmst be made more efficient in 
Older to protect those services for our children and 
for future generations. This means health care 
renewal is taking place right across our COlmtry 
and right around the world. While the need for 
renewal is consistent across Canada, the actual 
approach to making changes differ from province 
to province. That is one of the strengths or one of 
the weaknesses, I am not sure which. Sometimes 
I think it is one of the weaknesses of our health 
care system that each province is, more and more, 
being left to its own devices to try to run the best 
health care system we can. With the help of the 
Manitoba Centre for Health Policy and Evaluation 
I can say that we are achieving some of the results 
that we want to achieve. 

More and more the credibility of the federal 
authority in Canada is being eroded by their 
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IDJVing away fiutber and tiuther from their funding 
role in a natiooal health system The time is going 
to~ when Alberta or B.C. is going to say butt 
out, Ottawa, you can make all the threats you want 
because you do not have enough money on the 
table anyway, and that will be the end of the health 
care system that we have worked so hard to 
develop in Canada. 

So while I recognize that our federal colleagues 
have smre very serious challenges in front of them 
-nobody is going to take that away from them-we 
have to ask ourselves as Canadians, is our health 
care system as important to us as we say it is? 
Because if it is, we desperately need that 
partnership that is diminishing from the federal 
authority. 

Most provinces in Canada have chosen to take 
a top down approach to the changes in health care. 
The govemment sets the agenda and decides what 
is going to happen, and the health system is then 
required to cany out those changes. Some of the 
dlanges take place very rapidly and with very little 
time for evaluation. 

In Manitoba, we have taken a IIUch different 
approach. From the very start we have gone out 
into our cormmmities to ask for advice and 
suggestions. I wish the honourable Health critic 
for the New Democratic Party would stop being 
critical of that approach because, to me, I do not 
know a better way to figure out what to do with 
our health system than to ask our fellow 
Manitobans what they think. That is pecisely 
what we have been doing. We have been 
consulting with care providers, commmity 
organizations and individual consumers. We 
listen, and we act on their input. 

The trouble with some Manitobans is, they are 
too busy talking to do any listening, and that is 
sOirething we all have to do, some listening. So if 
honourable members opposite would settle down 
a little bit, I would appreciate having a little quiet. 

(Mr. Speaker in the Chair) 

We recognize that partnership is the cornerstone 

of successful restructuring, and I personally have 
made a conmitm:ot to include all key stakeholders 
in the health renewal process. As part of this 
commitnr.nt, I was very pleased to sign earlier this 
year a Memorandum of Understanding with faith­
related health care facilities, on October 27. This 
Memorandum of Understanding states that 
Manitoba Health recognizes the wish of each of 
the faciHties to continue to provide health services 
in the spirit of its mission, its values and its ethical 
traditions. 

Manitoba Health also recognizes the wish of 
each facility to implement, enforce and ensure 
appropriate stewardship of its mission and its 
guidelines. In short, when a facility can 
dem:nstrate that a particular health service offends 
its philosophy or ethics, the facility will not be 
forced to offer that health service. I believe this 
understanding affirms the autonomy of faith­
related health care facilities, and I am very pleased 
that we have reached an agreement to build on the 
IIIJtual respect and understanding that we have in 
Manitoba. These are key requirements to any 
partnership, and we are working towards that kind 
of proactive relationship in all the areas of our 
health system 

Mr. Speaker, I want to stress that I include 
wrses in this commitment. Nurses play a crucial 
role in the day-to-day delivery of health care to 
Manitobans. They are providing those valued 
services in settings as diverse as northem nursing 
statims and urban hospitals, personal care homes, 
at home and in both the private and the public 
sectors. As patient advocates, educators, 
researchers and care managers, nurses need to be 
heanl in the restructuring process. To that end, I 
have instructed IDf department to meet with 
nursing professiooals to review the status of health 
reform committees. They will work to ensure 
nurses participate, wherever appropriate, on 
committees where they are not cmrently 
repesented. This kind of partnership approach 
has bem helping us to stay on course towards our 
goals, and we will continue to make that approach 
part of the Manitoba approach to health renewal. 

Another key feature in our approach to health 

-
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renewal is that we make changes gradually rather 
than abruptly, as you see in provinces to the east 
and west. Gradual shifts in services allow us to 
evaluate the impact of change, and I am proud to 
say, we are hearing that our changes are improving 
the way health services are delivered in our 
province-improvmg. 

Unfortunately, changes to health care seem to 
be syn<nymJUS with rumours of hospital closures. 
In fact, several provinces have either closed 
hospitals or are in the process of doing so. 1he 
going list includes Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, 
British Columbia, Saskatchewan, Ontario and 
Alberta. Saskatchewan alone closed 52 rural 
hospitals. 

I shudder when I think of that, because there are 
so many people in rural Manitoba who feel and 
look to their hospitals as the place to go when they 
need help, and I am vety, vety disturbed for the 
people of Saskatchewan. But I cannot be critical, 
I am not the Health minister for the province of 
Saskatcbewan. They have their reason for doing it 
and their way of doing it. 

Our way is diflm:ot, and our way is to do things 
in a more gradual way which shows respect for 
people who work in our institutions and shows 
respect for the people who are served by those 
institutions. 

In Manitoba we have not closed down any 
hospitals. What we are doing is working with 
urban and rural hospitals to ensure service needs 
continue to be met with high standards of care. 
The news of Manitoba's success is catching on in 
other provinces, and people are coming to see 
what we are doing in order to follow our lead. For 
example, Ontario recently sent several people to 
learn from the success of our mental health reform 
process. 

I ask members of the Liberal party to look 
carefully at what was said by their Health critic, 
Dr. Guizar Oleema, about the approach that has 
been taken here in Manitoba and the approach my 
predecessor put into effect with respect to mental 
health care delivety in Manitoba. It took some 

courage to do that, but that is what the people 
wanted to be dooe. Dr. Guizar Clleema recognized 
it, this government recognized it, we are doing it, 
we are oo target, we are oo budget, we are on time. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

• (1730) 

Mr. Speaker: The hour being 5:30 p.m, 
pursuant to Rule 35(2) I am interrupting 
proceedings in order to put the question on the 
motioo of the honourable Leader of the secood 
opposition party (Mr. Edwards), that is, the 
subamendment to the motion for an address in 
reply to the Speech from the Throne. 

Do members wish to have the motion read? 

Some Honourable Members: Yes. 

Mr. Speaker: That the amendment be amended 
by adding thereto the following words: 

And further regrets: 

1. that with an employment growth rate of less 
than half the national average over the last year 
and the lowest GDP rate in the country in 1993 
this government has failed to accurately 
represent Manitoba's economic situation; and 

2. that this government has consistently 
underestimated the need to provide educational 
opportunities to Manitoba families living in 
poverty, and family supports to allow access to 
those opportunities and in fact has consistently 
eroded those opportunities and supports; and 

3. that this govemment has failed to put forwllld 
any fiscal plan to provide economic growth, 
choosing instead to place increasing reliance on 
gambling revenue for government revenues; and 

4. that with a child poverty rate that continues to 
be one of the highest in the nation this 
government has failed to address the needs of 
children and their families and has instead 
raised Pbannacare deductibles, reduced daycare 
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subsidies and cut welfare benefits to families; and 

5. that this government has failed to provide 
leadership in managing change in om health 
care system, but has instead shortchanged 
Manitoba citizens on the health care services 
they require; and 

6. that as Manitoba heads into its 125 birthday 
this government has failed to recognize that a 
slide into mediocrity is no longer acceptable for 
Manitobans. 

Is it the pleasme of the House to adopt the 
motion? 

Voice Vote 

Mr. Speaker: All those in favour of the motion, 
please say yea. 

Some Honourable Members: Yea. 

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed, please say nay. 

Some Honourable Members: Nay. 

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion, the Nays have it. 

Formal Vote 

Mr. Lamoureux: Yeas and Nays, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: A recorded vote having been 
requested, call in the members. 

The question before the House is the motion of 
the honourable Leader of the second opposition 
party, that is, a suba••fi d,,.,,, to the motion for an 
address in reply to the Speech from the Throne as 
the one I just read. 

Division 

A RECORDED VOTE was taken, the result 
being as follows: 

Yeas 

Ashton, Barrett, Cerilli, Chomiak, Dewar, Doer, 
Edwards, Evans (Brandon East), Evans 
(Interlake), Friesen, Gaudry, Gray, Hickes, 
Kowalski, Lamoureux, Lath/in, Mackintosh, 
Maloway, Martindale, McCormick, Plohman, 
Reid, Robinson, Santos, Schellenberg, Wowchuk. 

Nays 

Cummings, Dacquay, Derkach, Downey, 
Driedger, Ducharme, Enns, Ernst, Filmon, 
Findlay, Gilleshammer, Helwer, Laurendeau, 
Manness, McAlpine, McCrae, Mcintosh, 
Mitchelson, Orchard, Pallister, Penner, Praznik, 
Reimer, Render, Rose, Stefanson, Sveinson, 
Vodrey. 

Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion lost. 

Is it the will of the House to call it six o'clock? 

An Honourable Member: Six o'clock. 

Mr. Speaker: Six o'clock. The hom being 6 
p.m, this House now adjourns-

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh. 

Mr. Oerk: Yeas 26-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 

Mr. Oerk: Yeas 26, Nays 29--uh, 28. 

Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion lost. 

Again, is it decided to call it six o'clock? The 
hour being 6 p.m, this House now adjoums and 
stands adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow morning 
(Friday). 

-
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