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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Wednesday, December 14, 1994 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

PRESENTING PETITIONS 

Physical Education in Schools 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to present the petition of Goodluck 
Nwaerondu, D. Edg, George Johanneson and 
others urging the Minister responsible for 
Education (Mr. MaDness) to consider reinstating 
physical education as a compulsory core subject 
area. 

Children's Dental Program 

Ms. Rosano Wowchuk (Swan River): Mr. 
Speaker, I beg to present the petition of Marilyn 
Gross, Elie Gross, Reuben Gross and others 
requesting the Minister of Health (Mr. McCrae) 
consider restoring the Children's Dental Health 
Program to the level it was prior to the 1993-94 
budget. 

Handi-Transit 

Mr. Doug Martindale (Burrows): Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to present the petition of Lynn Schneider, 
Stacie Hagberg, Annette Spinak and others urging 
the Minister of Urban Affairs (Mrs. Mcintosh) to 
consider working with the City of Winnipeg and 
the disabled to develop a long-term plan to 
maintain Handi-Transit service and ensure that 
disabled Manitobans will continue to have access 
to Handi-Transit service. 

Physical Education in Schools 

Ms. Marianne Cerilli (Radisson): Mr. Speaker, 
I beg to present the petition of James W. 
Hoddinott, Donna Moman, Merle Klyne and 
others urging the Minister of Education (Mr. 
Manness) to consider maintaining physical 
education as part of the core curriculum from 
kindergarten to senior high. 

Children's Dental Program 

Mr. Clif Evans (Interlake): Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to present the petition of Anna Waldner, Tracy 
Waldner, Sara Waldner and others requesting the 
Minister of Health (Mr. McCrae) consider 
restoring the Children's Dental Program to the 
level it was prior to the 1993-94 budget. 

Housing Authorities Voluntary Boards 

Mr. Harry Schellenberg (Rossmere): Mr. 
Speaker, I beg to present the petition of Dorothy 
Noromick, P. Sudermann, Isabella Wong and 
others requesting the Minister responsible for 
Housing (Mrs. Mcintosh) to consider cancelling 
the recent unilateral rent hikes and restoring the 
voluntary boards of the housing authorities. 

Improvement of Highway 391 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Thompson): Mr. Speake~, I 
beg to present the petition of Annie Bonner, 
Russell Bonner, Murdo Bonner and others 
requesting the government of Manitoba consider 
reviewing the state of Highway 391 with a view 
towaros improving the condition and safety of the 
road. 

READING AND RECEIVING PETITIONS 

Physical Education in Schools 

Mr. Speaker: I have reviewed the petition of the 
hmourable member (Mr.l...atnolm:ux). It complies 
with the privileges and the practices of this House 
and complies with the rules. Is it the will of the 
House to have the petition read? 

An Honourable Member: Yes. 

Mr. Speaker: The Clerk will read. 

Mr. Oerk (William Remnant): The petition of 
the undersigned residents of the province of 
Manitoba humbly sheweth: 
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1HAT in July 1994, the Minister of Education 
introduced an action plan entitled Renewing 
Education: New Directions; 

1HAT this report will make physical education 
an optional course in Grades 9 to 12; 

1HAT the physical education cwriculum should 
be regularly reviewed to ensure that it meets the 
needs of students; 

1HAT the govenmrnt is fililing to recognize the 
benefits of physical education such as improved 
physical fitness, more active lifestyles, health 
promotion, self-discipline, skill development, 
stress reduction, strengthened peer relationships, 
weight regulation, stronger bones, reduced risk of 
health diseases and improved self-confidence. 

WHEREFORE your petitioners humbly pray that 
the Legislative Assembly urge the Minister 
responsible for Education to consider reinstating 
physical education as a compulsory core subject 
area. 

TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hon. Harry Enos (Minister of Agriculture): 
Mr. Speaker, I have the privilege of tabling the 
Annual Report for the year 1993-94 of the 
Manitoba Agriadtmal Credit Corporation, and, as 
well, a report of the Agricultural Producers' 
Organization Certification Agency. 

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism): Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to table the Annual Report of the Department of 
Industry, Trade and Tourism for the year 1993-94. 

• (1335) 

Hon. Bonnie Mitchelson (Minister of Famlly 
Services): Mr. Speaker, I would like to table 
Manitoba Perspective on the Federal Government's 
Proposals on Social Security Renewal. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

Manitoba Perspectives 
on the Federal Government's Proposals 

on Social Security Renewal 

Hon. Bonnie Mitchelson (Minister of Famlly 
Services): I also have a statement for the House. 

Mr. Speaker, when the current Government of 
Canada came into office, it announced that one of 
its priorities would be to achieve a fimdamental 
redesign of that network of social services that has 
care to be called Canada's social safety net. The 
need for fimdamental refomt is clear both for fiscal 
and for social reasons. The increasing costs of 
social services in Canada are simply not 
sustainable. 

Today debt service charges are the largest single 
ammal expenditure of the Government of Canada, 
and they are growing. Reform is a fiscal necessity, 
but new approaches to the social services that 
Canada's governments provide are also a lmman 
and a social necessity. 

It is clear that in many respects our current 
social services just do not work very well. In 
particular, it is clear that in too many instances 
they trap Canadians in dependency and fail to 
provide real pathways to independence and 
opportunity, and so, for both fiscal and social 
reasons, Manitoba supports reform. 

On October 5, 1994, as part of the federal effort 
to adJieve a broad national consensus about social 
policy reform, the Honourable lloyd Axworthy, 
Minister ofHwnan Resources for Canada, released 
a federal government discussion paper entitled 
Improving Social Security in Canada. In that 
paper, the minister says, and I quote: The next 
generation of social programs nmst not just share 
the wealth and protect those who are 
disadvantaged among us. They nmst actively 
create opportunities for Canadians and in so doing 
help drive economic growth. 

Mr. Speaker, the government of Manitoba 
agrees and we will be responding to the federal 
discussim paper and taking an active and positive 
part in what we hope will be a meaningful and 
realistic national dialogue about the future of our 
social services. We begin our participation in this 
dialogue with some firm convictions of our own, 
convictions that we believe reflect the values 
Manitobans share. Manitobans believe that 
government has a responsibility to provide basic 
supports for the most vulnerable in our society, 
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and we believe that for the vast majority of our 
citizens the best social security is a job and that 
the best social services are those that provide 
opportunities for people to become economically 
self-sufficient 

We also believe that the new generation of 
Canadian social services nmst xespond to the 
specific social Ieality of each province and each 
region in Canada, and here we confess to some 
concern and disappointment at the fact that in the 
federal discussion paper there was virtually no 
mention or acknowledgement of the special 
situation of Canada's aboriginal people. 

Manitoba's population includes a higher 
proportion of aboriginal people than that of any 
other province and that proportion is growing. 
Many thousands of aboriginal Manitobans lead 
secure, healthy and successful lives, but many 
others do not. The incidence of poverty and all its 
attendant ills are significantly higher among 
aboriginal Manitobans than in the conmnmity at 
large. This poses a special set of challenges to our 
social services. 

• (1340) 

Today in Manitoba half of our social assistance 
caseload and about two-tbiids of all the childien in 
caxe are aboriginal. The Government of Canada 
has a special constitutional xesponsibility with 
xespect to aboriginal people, and the way it 
discharges those xesponsibilities has staggering 
fiscal and social implications for the province and 
for the people of Manitoba. So we will be asking 
that services to aboriginal people and the federal 
government's constitutional fiduciary 
IeSpODSibility for these services be a central part of 
the generation of social services that we build 
together. 

We also believe that it is importaot that as we 
proceed to renew our social services, we look at 
the entire network of services in the light of the 
needs of our c()DUTllmities. This cannot simply be 
a matter of changing a few federal programs or 
reducing federal expenditures, because the system 
of social services that Canadians rely on is an 
interlinked system Changes in one program or 

one government's level of involvement inevitably 
affects other programs and other levels of 
government 

So we nmst look at the total xesources available 
and at the needs of our citizens, and we nmst 
identify the best ways to use those xesources to 
achieve our goals of independence and financial 
self-sufficiency for the greatest possible number of 
Canadians. 

We cannot focus on the reform of single 
programs, no matter how badly some of those 
programs may need xeform. I can think of no 
better illustration, Mr. Speaker, than the fact of 
unemployment insurance. Its cost to Manitobans 
far outweigh its benefits. Each year, we pay $170 
million more in unemployment insurance 
pxemiums than Manitobans receive in 
unemployment insurance benefits or payments. 

We support the general directions of the changes 
proposed in the federal discussion paper which 
would see total unemployment insurance costs 
lowered and a gxeater share of the total UI 
spending dedicated to training so that unemployed 
people can become employable, but increased 
training for people m. UI is of no benefit to people 
who cannot qualify to teceive UI benefits. 

In particular, many aboriginal people and many 
Olher people from disadvaotaged groups have not 
had the opportunity to qualify for unemployment 
insurance, and so they are effectively excluded 
from the opportunities these new training 
initiatives aim to achieve. But at the same time 
that the federal government is planning to increase 
spending on training for people on Ul, we are 
seeing a steady erosion in the levels of federal 
support for other training activities. That works to 
further disadvaotage an already disadvaotaged 
group in our society. 

We have teal difficulties with the federal 
proposals for post-secondary education. 
Manitobans believe that the access to quality 
education is the key to our futme prosperity. We 
are concemed that the federal proposals involving, 
as they do, a massive reduction in federal support 
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for post-secondary education and dramatic 
increases in the levels of student debt would 
undermine both the access and the quality, so we 
will be C'lJCOUl'aging Ottawa to join us in exploring 
alternative approaches. 

Manitoba already has one of the most highly 
developed child caie systems in Canada, and I 
think we are proud of the commitment that 
successive governments in this province have 
made to this social service. We welcome 
additional federal support, and we would 
anticipate that the additional support will be 
provided on a fair basis to permit us to continue 
the developlll2lt of an increasingly flexible system 
of child care that will provide Manitoba parents a 
range of options. 

In the area of social assistance, we support the 
general directim of the federal proposals, building 
in tmre flexibility and designing services that will 
encourage and facilitate independence, but we 
have some special concerns. 

We are already working in co-operation with 
Ottawa to develop social services that provide 
effective pathways to financial independence. The 
Taking Olargel pilot program for single parents in 
Winnipeg aims to provide the skills, the supports 
and the opportunities needed to become financially 
self-sufficient. We are optimistic that Taking 
Olargel will provide a model that can be applied 
elsewhete in Manitoba and right across Canada. 
We believe that we can leam to spend the moocy 
more effectively and to achieve better outcomes for 
people. But we are concemed at any suggestim 
that the fudcral govemmcot should lower the levels 
of support for social services that Manitoba 
currently 1eceives under the Canada Assistance 
Plan. 

Since 1991 Manitoba taxpayers have had to 
absorb some $60 million in costs because the 
federal government is abandoning its 
responsibilities for child welfare and social 
assistance for Status Indians living off reserve. 
The federal discussion paper identifies the 
reduction of child poverty as one of its central 
goals. In Manitoba about one-half of aboriginal 

children living off reserve live in low-income 
families. The response to that reality cannot be a 
fmther reduction in the federal government's 
support for social services to aboriginal people in 
particular. 

At the present time the federal government is in 
the process of dismantling the Department of 
Indian Affairs and changing the basis of its 
support for Status Indians on reserve. Those 
changes will have an as yet unknown effect on our 
ability to provide appropriate services for all 
Manitobans. We understand the fiscal crisis that 
the federal government is facing, but under our 
Cm.stitution the federal government has a special 
responsibility for aboriginal people. Surely, 
discharging that responsibility prudently, 
creatively and effectively nwst be an integral part 
of any true renewal of Canada's system on social 
security. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope that this statement I have 
made today will help to clarify the main concerns 
that Manitoba brings to this national dialogue 
about the next generation of social services for 
Canada. We need to ensure fairness for 
Manitobans and we need to work in full 
partnership with the federal govermnent in 
reshaping our social security system Thank you. 

• (1345) 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Opposition): I 
would like to respond to the statement of the 
minister released--bow should I say it?-in a long 
·overdue fashion in the Ownber here today. 

Members will recall on a number of occasions 
last spring and into the summer of tbe year that we 
have asked a number of questions about what are 
the proposals of the provincial government to deal 
with the changes that the federal government had 
announced in the early part of 1994. 

Mr. Speaker, rather than responding to the 
proposals of the fecbal government, we had asked 
the provincial government to take an aggressive 
approach with the federal govermnent before the 
document was released, and we are quite 
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disappointed that this document is now being 
released to the public of Manitoba two weeks 
before January 1, at a time when the federal 
govemn mt conmittee is wrapping up its work, at 
a time when the federal government in early 1995 
is drafting the legislation that they will incorporate 
in the budget in February of 1995. 

Let m: make a few points about the paper. First 
of all, there seems to be a tale of two cities in 
dealing with social programs and finances in 
Canada today. On the one hand, people are 
hearing stories about banks making billion-dollar 
profits in our country, and on the other hand, we 
are hearing more and more about how the most 
vulnerable people are the ones that must be 
victimized by changes that are being made by the 
federal government in terms of social policy 
review. 

Yes, social policies must be reviewed in this 
country, but we have to put everything on the 
table. We have to put the revenue issues on the 
table, and we have to look at the programs and 
review and innovate those programs, because all 
Canadians would agree to have one program, 
Unemploym:ot Insurance, being run by the federal 
government and to have another program being 
administered by the provinces and the 
nnmicipalities and social services and welfare is 
not applicable to the late 1990s moving into the 
21st Century. 

We would be the first to agree that we need a 
national program that looks at the floor of benefits 
rather than having franchises province by province 
by province and this kind of cheque-book 
federalism that we see contained partly in the 
response made by the provincial government here 
today. 

This government will have no credibility with 
the federal government when it talks about 
building bridges for people, because in a number 
of areas they talk about dealing with the most 
vulnerable to give them the opportunities for the 
future. This is a g<>Vernment that has cut New 
Careers. This is a government that has cut 
ACCFSS, along with the federal government, and 

this is a government that has cut student social 
allowance. 

This is a government that has made it more 
difficult for foster children and foster care for 
aboriginal fiunilies, so the first point of this debate 
must be intellectual consistency. You cannot ask 
som:body to do what you have done the opposite, 
Mr. Speaker, and I think that is very, very 
important. 

We think the federal government is making a 
major error in post-secondary training and 
education. Whether it is comrmmity colleges, 
apprenticeship programs, universities, we are 
going to a system now that is changing Canada. 
We are breaking the kind of intergencrational 
support that we have seen in this country for 
decade after decade, where people who are 
working and are paying taxes support people to 
get an education through the universities and post­
secondary conmnmity colleges. They, in tum, get 
jobs, get opportunity, pay taxes and support both 
a health care system and an educational system 

This proposal that will have students paying 
$50,000 to $60,000 has to be a concem, because 
when these people go through universities, how 
can we expect them to support other generations in 
terms of health care and in terms of the value 
system of sharing and co-operation, which has 
been a tradition of Canada, which is being broken 
down by the federal Liberals, and I say, shame on 
them I say, shame on them 

We have to have a different vision, and this is 
going to be particularly difficult in rural and 
northern Manitoba. All of us have met with 
students in high school now. The university 
students may be protesting to some degree or 
another, but it is the high school students right 
now-the Minister of Education (Mr. Manness) 
was at Sisler this week; I was there last week­
just do not know where to tum. 

• (1350) 

They do not know where they are going to get 
any opportunity to get a post-secondary education. 
They are asking why they will not get an 
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opportunity in the future and why their group has 
been chosen to be sacrificed in the so-called 
exercise of dealing with our financial situation. 

Mr. Speaker, we think the whole issue of social 
policy review is important to the province of 
Manitoba. Every time the new federal government 
acts like the old federal government and cuts $1 
billioo out of the UI program, it represents a $30-
millioo cost, we believe, in our calculations, to the 
social assistance program here in Manitoba, and 
therefore. when the federal government is going to 
cut off thousands of seasonal workers and move 
them from UllC:Iq>loyment to welfare, it is going to 
make a very big difference in our C()1DJD1mitie!J and 
in our quality of life and the dignity of work that 
we see throughout Manitoba. So we will work 
with the provincial government to have a JDJch 
IDOie integrated approach of welfare and 
unemployment insmance. 

In our alternative speech from the throne, Mr. 
Speaker, we suggested that we have to get 
business and labour together to start banning the 
numbers of hours that people have in overtime. 
We believe that is absolutely essential, and I am 
pleased to see today that the advisory committee of 
the federal government is leaking out that it may 
be recommending to the federal govemmcnt that 
proposal. 

That should have been oo the table with tbe 
policy paper that tbe federal minister released a 
couple ofnmtbs ago, and that is why the NDP, in 
our alternatives, had proposed an idea like that 

It does not make sense for our young people to 
be laid off because they have no seniority in some 
of these plants, including some of the aerospace 
operatims, and oo the other hand, you have large 
numbers of people getting massive overtime. That 
does not make any COlilDlm sense in our economy, 
and we have to come to grips with that. 

Mr. Speaker, we believe that we must have a 
partnership with First Nations people. We have 
asked those questims in tbe House. We cannot 
say this is your responsibility, federal government, 
and this is our respmsibility, provincial 

g()Ve!DtlX'.D1 1hey are all Manitobans. Aboriginal 
people and everybody are all Manitobans, and we 
have to come to the same table on children's 
health, on justice issues, on child welfare issues. 
We have to work together. We have an 
opportunity with the framewodc agreement. We 
do not want to point fingers at each other. We 
want to wodc together to solve these problems, so 
that we can deal with the aboriginal population of 
Manitoba and the challenges that we all have, Mr. 
Speaker, in dealing with all of our people. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to just close on the issue of 
poverty. Manitoba, Alberta and NewfouruD.and 
have the highest child poverty rates in Canada. 
How do you justify, in provinces with the wealth 
of Manitoba and the wealth of Alberta and even 
Newfoundland, these numbers of 62,000 children 
living in poverty? 

I read yestetday or the day before a document 
that indicated that Harvest alone, the number of 
kids who require food from a food bank. has gone 
up from 1,900 a~ ago in October to over 3,400 
kids in one year. That is an issue we all have to 
come to grips with, and, Mr. Speaker, in a country 
with such great wealth, we have to do everything 
we can to eliminate this tremendous poverty. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Paul Edwards (Leader of the Second 
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, having listened to the 
minister, ooc mderstands why it took seven pages 
to get across some kind of a position on this, 
because the govemnr.ot-and I see and hear as the 
minister reads her statement-is tom. 

On the one hand, they feel they want to co­
operate because I think they are relieved that there 
is finally a government in this country that is 
looking at some changes to the system which are 
long overdue. [interjection] Well, you know, 
listen. I mean, you were here; I was here. We 
heard the Speech from the Throne. But for the 
Winnipeg agreement they are anticipating, the 
Infrastructure program, the Taking Charge! 
program, what was there in that Speech from the 
Throne? 
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They stand up and say, well, this is good, but 
they are kind of concerned because they do not 
want to get too friendly; they do not want to get 
too co-operative. No, no, they have to keep their 
pow<b' dry. They are getting into an election, and 
they play politics every single day in this 
Chamber, Mr. Speaker, and you see it. They are 
sitting there looking for any political advantage, 
any political point, and what is the progress? 

• (1355) 

The truth is, Mr. Speaker, it is a lot of hypocrisy 
oo the part of this govemment as they continually 
play a political game in this Chamber. No one in 
this country should object to change in our social 
safety net across this country. These programs 
only the NDP apparently object to change. 
Olange is not an option. These programs are 30 
years old, and they were put in place by Liberal 
g()Vl"..llfD'Jls and they need to be reformed to serve 
the next 30 years. Only the NDP do not seem to 
understand that. The reality is that they are not 
meeting their original purpose as they were 
intended to. 

Do you know that of every person oo 
UDeiiiploynrnt insurance in this cmmtry,less than 
10 percent ever receive any job counselling, any 
discussion at all about whether or not they can fit 
back into the workforce, in what capacity, in what 
way? 

And these people say that we do not need to 
dlange; we do not need to look at these things. No 
one should fear the debate which is occurring in 
this country over the next year to change these 
programs, to ensure that they are here for the next 
30years. 

It is a good thing that somebody in this country 
has dragged this provincial govemment into doing 
something to prepare this province and this 
country for the 21st Century. This government 
says-[ interjection] 

Well, coattails-who was it who flew down at 
government expense for Kim Campbell's 
inauguration for five months, Mr. Speaker? For 

heaven's sake, the member for Portage la Prairie 
(Mr. Pallister) should understand the political 
history. 

Mr. Speaker, this government says that they 
want nothing to do, they want no responsibility for 
aboriginal peoples who leave their reserves. That 
is their official position from this document and 
from all of their actions in the past seven years. 
1he truth is that they will not see progress unless 
they are prepared to accept that these people are 
Canadians, they are Manitobans and they deserve 
all of our attention and they deserve all of our best 
efforts on their behalf. All levels of govemment 
nmst commit themselves to every citizen of this 
province and stop playing games between 
provinces. 

Mr. Speaker, we are still waiting for an Urban 
Native Strategy. Remember that? Was it five 
years ago we had that commitment from this 
government? Where is it? In fact, two months 
ago you saw the announcement in the Brighter 
Futures program of a federal Urban Native 
Strategy. This govemnmt bas totally abdicated at 
the provincial level any responsibility for First 
Nations or aboriginal peoples who have left 
reserves. 

Post secoodary education, this provincial 
government gives $1 to post-secondary education 
for every four that the federal govemment gives in 
this province, me for every four. Mr. Speaker, 20 
percent of post-secondary education funding comes 
from this provincial govemment. Over a five-year 
average in this country that is the second lowest of 
any province next to British Columbia. In '91-92 
it was the worst. Only B.C. bas a lower 
percentage of contribution to post-secondary 
education. 

They are not in a position to take the moral self­
righteous high road that dley do in all of their 
discussions and documents. If they want a 
partnership they have to be prepared to go to the 
table with some integrity. 

They sit here and say, in this Ownber, do not 
cut a buck out of the post-secondary education 
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because it is going to hwt the quality of that 
education and access. As soon as someone else 
says we can do more with less, what do they say? 
Oh, the quality of education access is going to 
aumble-the hypocrisy again of this govemment 
saying year after year that it is okay to cut and then 
when anyone else asks to tighten the belt they shift 
their tune and they say no, you cannot do it, ooly 
we cando it. 

This govemment does not walk like they talk, 
never has. They are playing politics every single 
day in this Olamber, and anybody who has been in 
this Olamber and is not a member of the other two 
parties knows that. The political game that is 
going on in this Ouunber is a political game of 
convenience, which is to say, we kind of want to 
change, we kind of know that it is the right thing 
to do. The reality is they do not want to co­
operate, they do not want to go to the table with 
integrity and with co-operation to have progress 
occur in this province. 

Mr. Speaker, finally in msponse to the minister, 
let~ say again and mpeat again that this country 
must be prepared to review every single program 
that we offer, provincially and federally, to ensum 
that it is the highest priority for our dollars, it is 
~ting the need that it is intended to and it is a 
proper role of government. No one should be 
afraid of that review on an ongoing basis. It has 
been far too long in this country, in this province 
that we have avoided that debate and that 
discussion. 

Mr. Speaker, I welcome all members of this 
Ownbcr to that debate in a constructive fashion in 
this country for all of our citizens, urban, 
DOOUrban, aboriginal, nonaboriginal. Them is no 
diffi:reocc. We are in this together in this country, 
and we must move forward together. Thank you. 

• (1400) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Billl18-The Plain Language Act 

Mr. Gord Mackintosh (St. Johns): Mr. 
Speaker, I move, seconded by the member for 

Rupertsland (Mr. Robinson), that leave be given 
to introduce Bill 218, The Plain Language Act; 
Loi sur Ia langue courante, and that the same be 
now mceived and mad a first time. 

Motion presented. 

Mr. Mackintosh: Mr. Speaker, this bill seeks to 
correct the imbalance of power that is too often 
perpetuated by the written language in legal 
mlationships and between citizens and their 
govemment. The legislation will get the 
gobbledegook out of consumer contracts, govem­
m:nt doommts, statutes, to bring down language 
barriers. It will help to make sure that legal and 
bureaucratic language is understandable to all and 
that all Manitobans will have mal access to 
information about their rights and duties. 

Motion agreed to. 

Introduction of Guests 

Mr. Speaker: Prior to Oral Questions, may I 
direct the attention of honourable members to the 
gallery, where we have with us this afternoon from 
the Windsor School fifty Grade 5 students under 
the direction of Mrs. Joy Smith and Mr. Cllarlie 
Siegel This school is located in the constituency 
of the honourable ~mber for St. Vital (Mrs. 
Render). 

From the Red River Community College, we 
have thirty-eight English language students under 
the direction of Miss Shelley Bates and Miss 
Lorna Hiebert. This school is located in the 
constituency of the honourable member for Point 
Douglas (Mr. Hickes). 

On behalf of all honourable members, I would 
like to welcome you hem this afternoon. 

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD 

Health Care Facilities 
No-Deficit Policy 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Opposition): 
Mr. Speaker, my question is the Premier. 

We asked questions yestetday and we asked 
questions last week both on comnnmity health 
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prognum that had been cut by the government and 
on deficit policies that had been changed by the 
govenmr.ot. Mr. Speaker, it is safe to say there is 
a tremendous amount of confusion outside of this 
building in terms of hospitals and programs for 
patients in Manitoba. 

We have some hospitals that have allegedly an 
amnesty, so to speak, on their deficit. We have 
other hospitals that are quoted today as negotiating 
their last year's deficits plus this year's cuts with 
the provincial government. We have other 
hospitals that do not know whether tbey have an 
amnesty from the provincial government or not 
and how loog it will last They suspect it lasts just 
past the election. 

I would like to ask the government whether they 
could table today what is the specific breakdown 
of which hospitals have been approved on the 
deficit changes that the gOYeJD1D'!Ill confinned with 
Seven Oaks and which ones do not have that 
policy and approval from the provincial 
government. 

Hon. Gary F1lmon (Premier): Mr. Speaker, you 
know, if there is any confusion these days with 
respect to that, it is precisely because it is being 
driven by that member opposite and his colleague 
for Kildonan (Mr. Olomiak) and all of his 
colleagues. 

He talks about cuts in health care, and this 
government is spending one-half billion dollars 
per year more than it was when it took office in 
1988 from the New Democrats. This government 
is spending 34 percent of its entire provincial 
budget on health care. That is the highest 
percentage of any govemment in Canada. This 
government is spending the third highest on a per 
capita basis of all the governments in Canada en 
health care. 

So the confusion, of course, is because of the 
misinfoanation being put fmward by the Leader of 
the Opposition. He furthers that misinformation 
by last year arguing that we ought to be putting 
Irore D:DJeY into hospitals, and this year, when we 
are putting Irore m:ney into our hospitals because 
of covering deficits, he starts arguing that we 

should not cover the deficits. Well, those are the 
kinds of things that I do not think are befitting of 
the Leader of the Opposition and that is why 
people are confused 

I am glad that he gave me the opportunity to 
respond to that, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Doer: Maybe the Premier missed Jules 
Bensen's presentation. You know Jules Benson­
be is well known to the Conservative Party-the 
kind of generous pension plan he has been given 
by the Premier. Maybe he missed his presentation 
on the budget cuts to hospitals, not increases. 
Maybe the Premier missed the cuts to hospitals 
last year. 

So all we ask the Premier to deal with this 
confusion is, can he table today the specific 
facilities that have received a deficit amnesty from 
the provincial goven 111 rot? They have all received 
cuts both years in a row. 

Can the Premier, today, indicate which hospital 
facilities have the amnesty from the provincial 
govemnrnt, how long that lasts, what is the long­
term plan, so we will know the specific impact of 
this confusing policy from the provincial 
government on patient care here in Manitoba? 

Mr. Filmon: Mr. Speaker, just to respond to the 
preamble of the Leader of the Opposition's 
question, the pension arrangements that are being 
given to Mr. Benson are precisely the same 
pcmien arrangements that the all-party-appointed 
committee has advocated for members of the 
Legislature, matching contributions towards 
RRSP, exactly what all n:mJbers of the Legislature 
are going to be given as a result of an impartial, 
objective review by a nmpartisan group appointed 
by all members of this Legislature, and, I might 
say, substantially less than what was given by the 
NDP government to one Mr. Marc Bliesen and 
many other political hacks who were appointed by 
his government. 

With respect to the specifics on health, I will let 
the Minister of Health (Mr. McCrae) respond to 
that, Mr. Speaker. 
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Mr. Doer: Now we know where the lack of 
leadership in answering questions comes from. It 
comes from the Premier. 

We have been asking questions for the last three 
weeks about health care decisions this government 
is making. Yesterday, we asked a specific 
questim dealing with the Health Sciences Centre. 
We have heard that it may be $30 million to $35 
million over two years. We heard it may be 
between $15 million and $20 million. We heard 
that it is not getting the deficit aomesty that other 
hospitals may get [intetjection] 

Well, if the Premier has the answers to the 
questims, he will end the rumours right away, but 
if he is just going to chirp from his seat, Mr. 
Speaker-[interjection] Well, the administrator at 
the Health Sciences Centre confi1'Dlf'4 today that 
the cuts are in the millions of dollars. 

Can the Minister of Health table today the 
specific reductions by millions of dollars for each 
health facility and which health facilities get an 
annesty m their deficits and which ones do not, so 
all of us will know what the score is in the 
province of Manitoba for patient care? 

Hoo. James McCrae (Minister of Health): 'Ihc 
hroourable member and his colleague next to him 
spend as JDJch time as tbey can attempting to 
confuse the public, but what they do in the process 
is confuse themselves. 

The one thing that is very clear and constant in 
all of this is the very, very significant increases in 
health spending in the last few years under this 
govmmrnt here in Manitoba. Earlier the Minister 
of Finance (Mr. Stefanson) met with hospital 
officials, made it clear that $1.2 billion would be 
going to hospitals, community health centres and 
personal care homes in the coming year. Within 
that budget, Mr. Speaker, all of the facilities now 
have to begin working with government and with 
themselves and with each other and with their 
boards and their staffs to develop their budgets. 

In the middle of that process, honourable 
members opJ>?site like to throw in all kinds of 

confusing statements, and they will no doubt 
continue to do that, but the Minister of Finance 
has made the situation very clear . 

• (1410) 

SmartHealth 
Records Confidentiality 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, 
the Minister of Health has also said that the new 
$1 00-million Royal Bank deal will offer security 
like the provincial drug program. We understand 
from the pamphlet sent to every Manitoban that 
you have to use your PHIN number, your personal 
idc:otificatimnumber, to access the system. I will 
table a copy of part of the pamphlet sent to all 
Manitobans. We know that people are able to 
access the system without using the personal 
information number, without using the PHIN 
number. 

Can the minister explain how the new system 
will be secure when, in fact, the security 
arrangements put in place for the old system 

appear not to be working? 

Hoo. James McCrae (Minister of Health): Mr. 
Speaker, I can understand how the honourable 
member comes to ask these kinds of questions, 
because he knows dam well that a public health 
information system is a highly desirable thing for 
us to have and will enjoy very, very significant 
public support So his mly approach without 
knowing anything at all is to dream up some 
boogeyman that he can try to raise in this 
Legislature, which has been the consistent 
approach of members of the New Democrats right 
along. 

The honourable member has not answe~ ~ 
question. Who does he want to keep information 
from? What information is he talking about? If 
there is a total vacuum of information and nobody 
can get at it, we are going to have serious 
problems. 

So I would like the honourable member to be 
clear, what information he is talking about and 
who he wants to keep it from. If he does not want 
doctors and pharmacists in emergency rooms to 
have information, then he should tell us that, so 
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then we know that we do not need to debate 
anything with him. 

Development Costs 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Kildonan): Of course, Mr. 
Speaker, the minister did not answer the question 
about the fact that the PHIN number is not being 
used in all cases to access the system and that the 
assurances of security in the system are just 
assurances, more comments, more deny, deny, 
deny, by this minister. 

My supplen:rntary to the minister is in regard to 
the $100-million Royal Bank contract. Can the 
minister confirm that the $100 million is a 
developmental cost? Will he outline for us who 
will be paying the access fees once the system is 
up, who will be getting the profits from the system 
once it is up, and how m.Jch the Royal Bank is 
contributing by way of finances? 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister or Health): Mr. 
Speaker, I think it might be useful if we arranged 
a briefing for the hooourable member, so that some 
of the questions that he has can be answered by 
someone other than myself, that as we move 
towards implementation of this system, many of 
those questioos will be answered, and they will be 
answered because we will be asking those 
questions of our partners in health care. 

How best should this be done? How best 
should that be done? How best should we be 
protecting the proprietary nature of some of this 
information? Should we have a PHIN situation 
that the honowable member refers to? 

So that what we have announced the other day, 
Mr. Speaker, is that we are moving forward with 
SmartHealth and all of our other partners in the 
health system to develop an automated health care 
system in Manitoba. 

The honowable member, if he waits, he would 
know that I also announced that this would be 
developed over a period of five years. I mean, it is 
not going to be something that is going to appear 
tomorrow and that he can scare everybody about 

today, so that we can show tomorrow that his 
concerns are taken care of. 

I can tell him one thing without any hesitation, 
proprietary information and information that ought 
to be kept secure will be, and if it requires 
legislation, my colleagues will be there to provide 
me with that. I said that very clearly yesterday, as 
well. 

Justification 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Klldonan): Yes, Mr. 
Speaker, we would look forward very m~ch to a 
briefing, as would the two companies who phoned 
me who did not receive tender documents, as well, 
with regard to the tendering process, to find out 
bow the tendering process and other aspects 
worked. 

My final supplementary to the minister is, how 
can they justify the expenditure of $100 million, 
and where will this mooey come from? Will it 
come from the so-called savings in the system that 
they are doing as a result of the hospital budget 
cuts that are going to occur over the next several 
years? 

Hon. James McCrae (Minister or Health): 
Something that the honowable member and his 
colleagues merrily supported during the earlier 
part of the '80s, and before that, was double-digit 
inaeases in spending year after year in health care 
and in other areas. [interjection] And double-digit 
tax increases, as well, they imposed on us and on 
our fellow Manitobans. 

What we are proposing to do, Mr. Speaker, with 
our public health information system is make a 
more effective system That does not mean we 
have to take out large segments of our system to 
pay for it, but what we have done is arrested that 
terrible growth that the honowable members 
opposite like to foster. 

Their cootinuing questions in the House tend to 
tell me they want to see that thing continue until 
we choke the life out of our health care system 
That is not on, and the public health information 
system will help us keep a healthy health system 
for many, many years. 
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Prime Motor Oil 
Environmental Oeanup Costs 

Mr. Paul Edwards (Leader of the Second 
Opposition): Mr. Speaker, my question is for the 
Minister of Fn.vironment. 

Back in February of 1993, the provincial 
government, the provincial Fn.viroomcnt 
department, stepped in to assess a situation at a 
finn in the city, Prime Motor Oil's site in St. 
Booiface. That was after six months of monitoring 
of that site. 

A year later, in February of 1994, criminal 
charges under the provincial act, The Dangerous 
Goods HarvDing and Transportation Act, were laid 
against the principals, as well as the company. 

Mr. Speaker, after seven remands, on November 
10 oftbis year, the final disposition of that charge 
took place. Those charges, and the total fines 
levied, after findings of guilt against all parties 
UDder that act, was a grand total of $400--$200 to 
the company and $200 to Mr. Maurice Marion, 
who was a principal of the company. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the estimate for the cleanup 
of that is between $180,000 and $200,000. That 
is the taxpayers' expense of cleaning up that 
polluted site. 

Is the Minister of Fnvironment satisfied that the 
act has been upheld sufficiently, that justice has 
been done after seven remands for $400, after 
$200,000 of cleanup costs to taxpayers of this 
province? 

Hon. Glen Cummings (Minister ~ 

Environment): Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the 
Second Opposition is obviously well versed and 
trained in the law, and I am not going to venture 
into criticizing the actions of a judge. 

Obviously, if we bad anticipated that this would 
be the level of fine, we would have, in fact, issued 
tickets whidl would have been in a higher amount. 
'Ibe law allows for fines in these circumstances to 
mete several tens of thousands of dollars, and the 

judge obviously made his decision based on the 
information that was before him. 

Mr. Edwards: Mr. Speaker, there was a finding 
of guilt. There is at least $180,000 worth of 
damage done to the taxpayers. 

I want to just ask the minister-{interjection] 
Well, Mr. Speaker, if the minister is upset, why 
was there not an appeal launched? 'Ibey bad 30 
days to file an appeal. Why was there no appeal? 
Secoodly, why did this minister not ask for, 
through the Crown attorneys, a jail sentence or 
have a stiffer fine? The maximum was $500,000. 

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Speaker, in this particular 
case, I think the trember willingly overlooks the 
fact that we may be able to recover personal 
recoveries from the owners to offset these costs. 

'Ibe fact is that, historically, the opposition has 
been very adamant that this site presented a 
situation of grave danger to the environment. In 
fact, dwing the process of cleanup and the 
mmageornt of this site, it has been determined­
and while it is unsightly, it needs to be cleaned up 
and there was, in fact, a lot of inappropriate action 
in the handling of the materials-that, in fact, the 
concems have been unsubstantiated in terms of 
spreading off-site or of providing a long-term and 
lasting detriment to the environment. 

I think the trember ought not overlook the fact 
that we will continue to get everything we can 
from the owners responsible to recover the costs 
associated with this cleanup. 

Mr. Edwards: We have just beard that so many 
times, it is losing credibility. 

Mr. Speaker, back in February of this year, the 
minister's official Mr. Wotton said that it is a 
possibility the govmmrnt could be stuck with the 

bill, but explained that the issue is going to be an 
element of the Justice departtrent's investigation. 

We were told earlier this year that the Justice 
departtrent, through this process which provided 



December 14, 1994 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 473 

for a $500,000 fine and/or six months in jail-that 
this would be the remedy we were going to get. 

My final question for the minister: Why has this 
minister not sought compensation for the public 
expense from these people found guilty of 
polluting? Why did they not appeal the decision if 
they were not happy with it? Can the minister 
guarantee the people of this province that we are 
going to get some of this money back? 

• (1420) 

Mr. Cummings: Mr. Speaker, obviously, the 
member would not accept my guarantees if I did 
give them to him, so I think we will deal with the 
next part of that question. 

An Honourable Member: How many times have 
you given them? 

Mr. Cummings: Well, who do you want me to 
fire, the judge or the lawyer? 

Mr. Speaker, I have great respect for the judicial 
system. We anticipated that the process­
obviously many of these processes one would 
handle differently if-[interjection] 

Pelhaps the member has another question. I 
would be interested to hear what it is. 

Water Supply-Selkirk 
Government Strategy 

Mr. Gregory Dewar (Selkirk): Mr. Speaker, my 
questions are for the Minister of Natural 
Resources. 

In 1993, all levels of government commissioned 
a ground water study for the town of Selkirk as 
part of the commitment under the Partnership 
Agreement on Municipal Water Infrastructure 
Program The report found that there is no surplus 
capacity in the aquifer. 

I want to quote from the study: In extended dry 
periods, the situation becomes critical. 

I would like to ask the minister if he is aware of 
this study and what steps his department is taking 
to address this issue. 

Hon. Albert Driedger (Minister of Natural 
Resources): Mr. Speaker, I will take that 
question as notice. 

Mr. Dewar: Mr. Speaker, that is rather 
unfortunate. There is a great deal of uncertainty in 
the conm.mity over this study and the future of the 
water supply. The mayor of Selkirk has said that 
the planning board needs more information and 
this province should provide it. 

Will the minister then make a commitment today 
that he will meet with the officials of the town of 
Selkirk, the RMs of East St. Paul, West St. Paul, 
St. Oements and St. Andrews to assess this 
problem and to find solutions to our community's 
long-term water supply? 

Mr. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, I will give the 
m:mber the uodertak:ing that I will meet with those 
onmicipalities and the people he has asked me to 
!met, and I can meet with all the other ones and we 
will make arrangements. 

Amsco Cast Products Inc. 
Negotiations 

Mr. Gregory Dewar (Selkirk): My final 
question, Mr. Speaker, is for the Minister of 
Industry, Trade and Tourism. 

Can the n:inister tell the House the status of the 
negotiations for the purchase of the Amsco Cast 
Products plant in Selkirk? Will he include in 
those negotiations a guarantee that there will be no 
jobs lost at the Selkirk plant? 

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism): For the member's 
information, it is not the responsibility of the 
government to negotiate any particular deal. In 
fact, we are here to provide services if there is 
some support we can give to the completion of a 
successful deal, preserving the jobs that are there. 
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Firear~m Control 
Safety Courses 

Mr. Eric Robinson (Rupertsland): Mr. 
Speaker, my question is for the honourable 
Minister of Natural Resources. It deals with 
firearm registration. 

There are three elements, as I understand it. 
First of all, we have to have a hunter safety course 
and also the PAC UDder the provincial law and the 
fireannsafctycourse under federal law. Under the 
current legislation, hunters must take a firearm 
safety course even if they have been lnmting for 
over 40 years, in some cases 50 years, and the 
costs are quite substantial. 

One person from Thompson is attempting to 
charge members of the Fox Lake First Nation 
$1,242 for a maximum of 15 people. In addition 
to this, the band is supposed to supply a classroom 
and an interpreter. 

For many nortbcm First Nations residents and 
nortbcmers, in general, the costs are extremely 
difficult to cover, as well as totally insulting. If 
refresher courses are needed, they should be done 
by local hunters. 

My question to the minister is, has he 
considered a course of action or has he engaged in 
any dialogue with his federal counterparts to 
address this very important issue? 

Hon. Albert Driedger (Minister of Natural 
Resources): Mr. Speaker, the member raises a 
very valid point. The legislation and the 
regulations that are being requiied are by the 
federal Minister of Justice, who is basically 
coming down demanding that an guns be 
registered, that a special course be taken. 

We, as a province, put a position forward to the 
federal minister saying that in Manitoba those 
people who have taken a hunter safety course, one 
of three courses basically that are given voluntarily 
in the province, should qualify under the PAC. 

Mr. Speaker, I would suggest that the member 
for Rupertsland make contact with the federal 

Member of Parliament Elijah Harper and other 
Liberal members and tell them to raise this issue 
with the federal Minister of Justice, because I 
agree with none of it. 

Mr. Robinson: Mr. Speaker, further on an issue, 
Treaty No. S, which was signed on September 20, 
1875, states: It is fmther agreed between Her 
Majesty and the said Indians that the sum of $500 
per amnun shall be ~y and every year expended 
by Her Majesty in the purchase of ammmition and 
twine for nets for use of the said Indians. 

This is fmther guaranteed under Section 35 of 
Canada's Constitution where existing treaty and 
aboriginal rights are hereby affirmed 

Given the high cost of sending instructors to 
DOrthem COilllllDities, can the Minister of Natural 
Resources explain why local people are not used 
where possible to conduct the firearm safety 
courses, or the RCMP? 

Mr. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, I am proud to say 
that <M7 the course of years, the courses that have 
been offered within the province, the hunter safety 
courses, have been done by people voluntarily. 
We have people within my department who 
basically tiain the instructors, and these people go 
out and give these courses voluntarily. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to be careful, but I am sure 
that the member for Rupertsland is again making 
re1mnce to the mquiremcnts for the federal course 
that is being taken. 

I am prepared to take that issue, get more 
informatioo m it and write to the federal minister, 
raising the objectim and the cmcems it has raised 
in terms of the costs to the people. 

Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I also want 
to say I anticipate that if the federal government 
proceeds with the gun registration, it is going to 
cost millions of dollars to do it, and it will have 
totally no impact whatsoever. 

Mr. Robinson: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank the minister for answering my first question 
during my second question. 
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Since these courses are costing as much as $100 
for more hunters, some of whom have hunted for 
maybe over 40 years, 50 years, will the minister 
try to work out some flexibility in the comses, 
which are insulting to many long-term hunters? 
Some do not read English and some do not 
understand the English language, for example. 
Petbaps a program initiated through New Careers 
could be considered by the minister. 

Mr. Driedger: Mr. Speaker, I have no problem 
with the suggestion in terms of seeing whether we 
can wOik something out, but I have to repeat again 
that the comses the Manitoba govermnent is 
ICSponsible for do not cost the people that kind of 
mooey, because they are being administrated and 
basically the training is given by people who do it 
on a volunteer basis. 

It is again the federal govermnent that is 
aeating these kinds of problems, and this is going 
to be part of a major make-wodt project by the 
t:iJ:re they get through with all this gun legislation. 

Cable Television 
Negative Option Marketing 

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood): Mr. Speaker, my 
question is to the Minister of Consumer and 
Corporate Affairs. 

On February 1, 1995, the Manitoba cable TV 
subscribers are going to be faced with an 
undemocratic marketing process known as 
negative optioos, where the cost of the service will 
be automatically added to the customer's bill and 
can ooly be removed if the customer phones in to 
cancel the service. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I would like to know, can 
the minister tell this House how many Manitoba 
consumers will be affected, and does he support 
this approach? 

Hon. Jim Ernst (Minister of Consumer and 
Corporate Affairs): Mr. Speaker, I can first of 
all say, no, I do not know how many people are 
going to be affected. Secondly, my department is 
looking at that issue at the present time. 

• (1430) 

Mr. Maloway: Mr. Speaker, we have been 
getting calls from consumers about this 
undemocratic process, and we would like to know 
when he plans to take steps to ban this approach. 

Mr. Ernst: As I indicated, Mr. Speaker, to the 
first question, my department is looking at this at 
the present time. 

Aspen Park 
Furnace Replacement Costs 

Mr. Jim Maloway (Elmwood): Mr. Speaker, my 
final question to the same minister is that for 
nearly two years, the residents of Aspen Park in 
Gimli have been waiting for reimbursement for 
their faulty gas fumaces. 

I would like to know from this minister, will he 
keep the govermnent's promise to reimburse the 
Aspen Park residents for the cost of replacing their 
faulty furnaces? 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I would like to 
remind the honourable member that a true 
supplementary question is to get clarification on 
the initial question, okay? Now, does the 
honourable member have another supplementary 
question? 

Mr. Maloway: Mr. Speaker, my new question to 
the Minister of Consum::r and Corporate Affairs is 
this. Will the minister keep his government's 
promise to reimburse the Aspen Park residents for 
the cost of replacing their faulty furnaces? 

Hon. Linda Mcintosh (Minister of Housing): 
Mr. Speaker, I believe that the member wishes to 
have that answered by the minister responsible and 
has directed it to the wrong minister. 

I should indicate that the matter of 
reimbursement for the fumaces has been looked 
into. We will be making an announcement very 
shortly. We looked at legal precedent We looked 
at court cases established in that area. 
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We know, of comse, the fault was not the 
government's in the matter of the fmnaces. 
However, we have looked at legal precedent, and 
we will be making an announcement shortly m 
that issue. 

Impaired Driving 
Prevention Programs 

Mr. Clif Evans (Interlake): Mr. Speaker, ~ 
question is to the Minister responsible for the 
Liquor Commission. 

In the past two }'CilfS, Ibis government has made 
major changes in The Liquor Control Act whicll 
allows for four private wine stores to open seven 
days a week. Unfortuoately, a program established 
to educate youth about the risks of drinking and 
driving has been cancelled due to a lack of public 
funding just in the past few weeks. 

Has this minister or the Minister of Health (Mr. 
McCrae) taken any initiative or action to see that 
to prevent alcohol and risk-related trauma in the 
youth program is continued, so that the youth 
between the ages of 16 and 24 may continue to 
have this program made available? 

Hon. Harold Gilleshammer (Minister charged 
with the administration of The Liquor Control 
Act): In answer to part of the preamble, the 
changes in the act were passed in this Legislature 
some two years ago and are now being 
implemented, so I do not think that the member 
need be swprised by it. 

This government gives substantial funding to 
the Addictions Foundation to present programs 
within the ronmmitie<: and within the system, and 
that support for the Addictions Foundation is 
continuing. 

Mr. ClifEvans: Mr. Speaker, this programhas 
been made available and was used last year alone 
by some 1,500 students, including 50 from 
Riverton High School who have attended this 
program. I would like to table letters from ~ 
high school students asking that this program be 
maintained by the government. 

Will the minister read these letters and request 
that his government spend and provide the 
$40,000 that is needed, so that we can continue 
educating our young people in the dangers of 
drinking and driving? 

Mr. Gilleshammer: Mr. Speaker, there are many 
worthwhile prognum sponsored by the Addictions 
Foundation and by other community groups. The 
government's support for the Addictions Founda­
tion is in place, and their programs are offered 
within that funding that they receive. 

There are other groups that receive funding from 
other somces that perhaps are not continuing on, 
but our commitment to the Addictions Foundation 
has been a very substantial one. 

Highway Construction Projects 
Oak Hammock Marsh 

Ms. Norma McCormick (Osborne): Mr. 
Speaker, my question is for the Minister of 
Highways and Transportation. 

The Department of Highways' 1994-95 
construction project identifies as a previously 
approved project the upgrading of Highway 220 
from Provincial Tnmk Highway 67 to the Oak 
Hammck Marsh. Ducks Unlimited and Manitoba 
Highways say this work is necessary to control 
dust by increased traffic. 

Can the minister tell me, what is the projected 
cost of the asphalt surfacing on this road, and how 
does this compare to a more environmentally 
acceptable alternative of using compacted and 
coated gravel? 

Hon. Glen Findlay (Minister of Highways and 
Transportation): Mr. Speaker, the member 
asked us very specific dollar figures. I will bring 
those to her at the next sitting of the Legislature. 

Ms. McCormick: My supplementary is to the 
same minister. 

When this project was first approved, it was 
anticipated that the annual visits to the Ducks 
Unlimited facility would increase from 85,000 to 
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210,000. In filet, themunberofvisits are less than 
half those projected. 

Will the minister explain why his department is 
continuing with this project when the road is not 
being used as projected? 

Mr. Findlay: Mr. Speaker, thousands and 
thousands of people, particular young people, 
young people in school, go to Oak Hammock 
Marsh for the educational value of that very 
important sanctuary. 

Mr. Speaker, I answered her question previously 
and said I will find out the appropriate cost, but I 
would think dust in the air is very environmentally 
unacceptable and we are trying to control dust. 

Ms. McCormick: My final supplementary to the 
s~ minister: As the Ducks Unlimited facility is 
in a deficit position and its very survival may be in 
question, would it not make sense to hold off on 
this costly project until the numbers of visitors to 
the facility at least come close to the projected 
figures? 

Mr. Findlay: Mr. Speaker, I am really appalled 
that this member will be criticizing this 
department for building good roads to help 
tourism activities in rural Manitoba, particularly 
with learning the educational value about wildlife. 
I am really atna7ed that this member is against 
educational value of wildlife in rural Manitoba. 

Post-secondary Education 
Tuition Fees 

Ms. Jean Friesen (Wolseley): The Minister of 
Family Services has just tabled a document 
indicating that university fees will increase in 
Manitoba to $4,700. My understanding from 
discussions with AUCC this week and, in fact, 
from a meeting that AUCC held in Manitoba is 
that they anticipate that fees will rise, in fact, to 
$7,000 to $8,000 in the first year of Axworthy's 
program. It depends upon the kinds of 
assumptions you make, and I expect we will have 
the chance to debate this difference in figures later 
on. 

But the real question, Mr. Speaker, is the impact 
on young Manitobans. I would like to ask the 
Minister of Education, will the minister confirm 
that recent studies have shown-and these are 
~can studies-that for every $1,000 increase 
in fees, there will be a 7 percent loss of students. 
Using the minister's figures for now, that indicates 
around a 15 percent loss of students in Manitoba. 

I want the minister to confirm these projections. 

Bon. Oayton Manness (Minister of Education 
and Training): Mr. Speaker, I cannot confirm 
her projections, but I can say if the member reads 
the document tabled today by our minister, we 
have taken a conservative approach. 

We did that because we honestly cannot believe 
that the federal govemment will move to a 
program which will see incurred that type of total 
indebtedness by our student body upon graduation 
from a post-secondary institution. 

So we chose the words in the document tabled 
by the Minister of Family Services (Mrs. 
Mitchelson) very, very carefully because in our 
view, this whole income-contingent payback 
system has to be thought through very, very 
deeply, and in our view, has to be looked at very, 
very carefully, because just to see students finally 
leave post-secondary institutions with upwards of 
$40,000 or $50,000 indebtedness, in our point of 
view, does not represent a solution. 

Ms. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, so we are, in fact, 
working with a range of options from about 
$5,000 to around $8,000. 

I want to ask the minister, because the tabled 
paper ooly deals with university fees as an 
example, will he tell us whether the same 
assumptioos will be applied to community college 
fees? That is, will their fees be doubled as well? 

Mr. Manness: Well, Mr. Speaker, again, I do not 
know whether it is up to me to try and give greater 
impact or greater rationale as to the federal 
government thinking or musing on this particular 
issue, but, certainly, we are well aware in our 
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responsibility that right today, college tuition fees 
represent between 9 and 11 percent of the total 
cost of educating towards a diploma or towards 
certificate standing. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I think it is wise to expect 
there will continue to be pressures on tuitions in 
colleges, notwithstanding the federal reform with 
respect to post-secondary fees. 

Again, I would sense that if Mr. Axworthy and 
the federal government has their way and they go 
the way they appear to be wanting to go, there 
would be a significant impact on tuitions in post­
secondary institutions. 

• (1440) 

Ms. Friesen: Mr. Speaker, well, if we use the 
American projections, what we are looking at is a 
loss of post-secondary students in Manitoba of 
several thousand students over the next few years. 

:My question for the minister simply is, what is 
his long-range plan? I raised this with him in 
June, and at that time the Premier (Mr. Filmon) 
said that be could not believe, in fact, that the 
federal Liberals had such a program in line. I 
cannot believe that story can possibly be true, be 
said 

So where is the government's long-range plan 
for these students? Community college fees are 
going to rise; university fees are going to rise. Are 
these people simply going to join the ranks of 1he 
unemployed? 

Mr. Manness: Mr. Speaker, the member asks a 
very good question and one that I have no 
difficulty answering. We showed within the 
Education Estimates in last year's budget where 
the focus was. With every additional dollar that 
we had, we took in support of the commmity 
colleges, and that will continue. 

We are very mindful of the very significant 
recam•wmdation that came down from the Roblin 
commission, and the Minister of Finance (Mr. 
Stefanson), I am sure, would support this 

statement. Every extra dollar that we can find 
within the education envelope will be directed in 
support of those students choosing to go into the 
community college system. 

New Careers Program 
Status Report 

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): Mr. 
Speaker, I, too, have a question for the Minister of 
Education. 

As part of the government's decentralization 
program, the New Careers office was opened in 
1990, with quite a bit offanfare I might add, and 
at one point-

An Honourable Member: Were you there, Len? 

Mr. Leonard Evans: I was there. At one point, 
they had nine staff positions, but the New Careers 
program in Brandon seems to have almost 
disappeared, and the staff have been reduced by 
six, leaving three people with virtually no 
programs and no students. 

So my questic:n to the minister is, is the minister 
about to close this office mtirely in the near future, 
or is be waiting until after the next election? 

Boo. Oaytoo Manness (Minister of Education 
and Training): Mr. Speaker, I do not know if the 
member is asking for yet another invitation to 
another event, should there be one within the area 
of education, or really what the essence is of his 
question. 

It will OODJe as no surprise to members opposite, 
partirulady those who have focused in on some of 
the policy decisions made with respect to the 
ACCESS program, that all of the training 
programs are being evaluated from time to time, 
and for those that are found wanting in some 
dinrnsion, there are policy changes that are made 
that reflect upon them 

I cannot answer definitively the question put 
forward by the member today, but I can tell him, 
and it is in keeping with the response I made to an 
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earlier question, every dollar that we save or that 
we sense is not being spent well in any of the 
training programs, Mr. Speaker, will be redirected 
into the comnnmity college system. 

Decentralization 
Brandon, Manitoba 

Mr. Leonard Evans (Brandon East): I have a 
supplenrntary question which should be directed, 
I guess, to the Acting Minister of Rural 
Development in charge of decentralization or 
perhaps the Minister responsible for the Civil 
Service Commission. 

Will the minister confirm that there has been no 
net increase in civil service jobs in Brandon since 
the decentralization program started? In other 
words, can he confirm that the 99 jobs slated for 
Brandon have been cancelled out by a series of 
reductions, such as the cuts to the New Careers 
office? 

Hon. James Downey (Acting Minister of Rural 
Development): Mr. Speaker, I will take the 
numbers part of the question as notice. 

However, I can inform the me~ that I do 
know that the Manitoba Agricultural Credit 
Corporation has been moved to Brandon. We do 
know that rural hlmuy services has been moved to 
Brandon and several others as part of the 
decentralization program. 

Mr. Leonard Evans: Those are all part of the 99 
jobs I referred to, Mr. Speaker. I invite the 
minister to look at the employment data available 
from the Civil Service Commission. 

Will the minister acknowledge that with the job 
losses at the Brandon Mental Health Centre, 
including transfers to other regions in the province, 
as well as the elimination of well over a hundred 
positions, that the decentralization program has 
become meaningless for the city of Brandon and 
that the provincial payroll in Brandon is declining 
significantly? 

Mr. Downey: Mr. Speaker, I do not accept the 
decentralization program as being meaningless to 

Brandon or any other community. In fact, all one 
has to do is listen to what the mayor of Brandon or 
some of the municipal leaders have said, how 
positive the decentralization program has been for 
gmerally the areas outside of the city of Winnipeg. 

Mr. Speaker: Time for Oral Questions has 
expired. 

MA TIER OF URGENT PUBLIC 
IMPORTANCE 

Health Care Funding Announcements 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Kildonan): Mr. Speaker, 
I move, seconded by the me~ for Wolseley 
(Ms. Friesen), that under Rule 27.(1) that the 
ordinary business of the House be set aside to 
discuss a matter of urgent public importance, 
namely the confusion in the health care system 
caused by recent conflicting funding 
announcements. 

Mr. Speaker: Before recognizing the honourable 
member for Kildooan, I believe I should remind all 
honourable me~ that under our Rule 27.(2), 
the mover of the motion on a matter of urgent 
public importance and one me~ each of the 
other parties in the House is allowed not more than 
five minutes to explain the urgency of debating the 
matter immediately. 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Klldonan): Mr. Speaker, 
I recognize what the rules say with respect to this 
motion, and I will I think clarify why this debate is 
so necessary. 

In the last several weeks, the words out of this 
government with respect to health care have been 
so cmfusing and so distorted that it defies logic to 
try to determine what has happened in the health 
care sector. As a consequence, Mr. Speaker, at a 
meeting of the board of directors at Health 
Sciences Centre yesterday and in dealing with 
staff, we have staff at the various centres in the 
institutions that are in crisis because they do not 
know what is happening with this government and 
on the day-to-day decisions that are made. 

If we do not have this opportunity to debate this 
matter today, we may adjoum and we may not be 
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able to deal with these issues before Estimates 
which will probably be in late February or early 
March. This is the first opportunity for us to have 
the opportunity to deal with this following the 
Throne Speech Debate. 

I want to mention to all members of the House 
what is at stake. Within the last week, some 
deficits have been paid by this govemment to some 
hospitals and some have not Within the last 
week, Jules Benson, the chief accountant of the 
province had said hospitals are being cut 2 
percent, pedlaps personal care homes are going to 
get 1 percent, pemaps conmnmity centres are 
going to get 1 percent, and now we hear that 
Health Sciences Centre has been cut $15 million 
to $20 million next year. 

Hundreds and hundreds of jobs are at stake, Mr. 
Speaker, and members on the opposite side make 
jokes about this. Hundreds of jobs are at stake, 
h~ of patients' lives and h.uJlcnds r1 
patients' health in jeopardy as a result of this. 

At the same time, the government is signing or 
in the process of signing a $100-million contract 
with the Royal Bank to give some of this money to 
the Royal Bank to develop a computer system 

There is nothing m:>re urgent or crucial than our 
health care system and what this govemment has 
done. We have an opportunity now in this 
Ownber to tty to clarify for those health care 
institutions that are meeting this very moment to 
determine what will happen to the staff, to 
determine what will happen to the dollars. We 
have an opportunity to pelhaps clarify and stop 
and deal properly with this $100 million that is 
going to the Royal Bank. We have an opportunity 
to deal with that today bem the govemment signs 
on the dotted line. 

It may be our last opportunity in this Ownber 
bem we adjourn. It may be the last opportunity, 
the oolyopportunity, before we go into Estimates, 
before the contract is signed, before the hospitals 
have to put out their notices of layoffs, before the 
budgetary decisions have to be made. We do not 
have another opportunity to do this. 

I do not think that I have to indicate any further 
about the mgency and the importance of this 
debate in this Ownber and the significance r1 
health care and the fact that we represent 
Manitobans and the~e is no opportunity for 
Manitobans to discuss and to have clarified what 
is happening with respect to the health care cuts, 
what is happening, because the minister says, 
Estimates. By that point in time, the numbers will 
be fomrd It will be too late. In fact, I daresay it 
is too late at this point, but we are attempting to 
resurrect some opportunity to discuss and to 
impact on this govemment before it is too late, 
because two weeks ago, it was 2 percent to the 
Health Scimces; now, it is somewhere in the range 
of 8 to 10 percent. Who knows what it will be 
tomorrow? Who knows where this money is 
going? We need it for comnumity-based health 
care. We need it to improve health care. We need 
to make detenninations on this. 

This may be the ooly opportunity for members 
r:Hthis House and Manitobans, through us, to have 
an opportunity to not ooly influence this 
govemment with respect to these significant 
decisions, but at the same time, Mr. Speaker, 
pelhaps the govemment can tty for once in the 
course of this debate, because they have not done 
it in Question Period and the minister has not done 
it in the hallway, to explain to Manitobans just 
what the funding cuts are, just where the money is 
going, just whether our community health centres 
are going to get the 1 percent increases they are 
supposed to get, or not; where this $100 million is 
coming from; whe~e it is going; how it is being 
applied before they sign the contract~ not after they 
sign the contract. 

• (1450) 

This may be our only opportunity in this 
Olan:ix7 to deal with these most significant issues 
because if we adjoum--and in fact the~e is no 
means on the agenda of this forum, of this 
Olan:ix7 to deal with it. There is no bill. There is 
no opportunity to discuss and debate this issue. 
The throne speech is completed. Resolutions are 
on the Order Paper, but there will be no 
opportunity for this resolution, or a resolution of 
this kind to arise given that the members opposite 
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have made this determination ooly in the last 48 
hours. Only in the last 48 hours have we heard 
about these significant matters, and this may be 
our ooly chance to deal with these significant 
factors. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Hon. Jim Ernst (Government House Leader): 
Mr. Speaker, I cannot believe that the members of 
the NDP would come in heie and embarrass 
themselves as they have just done. I cannot 
believe that. This House has been in session since 
the 1st ofDecember. On the 2nd of December, or 
the day following the throne speech, they have in 
fact in past years introduced matters of mgent 
public importance, but what happened over the 
last eight days? Did something change? 

On December 2, the first opportunity they had to 
do this, Manitoba was spending more on its health 
care than any other province in Canada. That has 
not changed in the last eight days. Manitoba has 
the third-highest level of health care spending per 
person in Canada That has not changed in the 
last eight days. 

We are spending on home care now-we have 
increased it more than 90 percent since this 
government has been in office. That has not 

chaDged. So for eight days there was no matter of 
mgent public importance. What happened? 

In addition to that, for eight days they have had 
an opportunity to debate it. Evety member, I 
believe, of the opposition has spoken, evecy 
member, Mr. Speaker, and yet, they each­
[interjection] Perhaps I am mistaken. Almost 
evety IIlC1Dx7 of the opposition has spoken on the 
throne speech debate. Do we see them stand up, 
dlapter and verse, on matters of health care? No, 
we did not hear that. So if it is such an important 
issue, what has changed? Nothing has changed. 

Quite frankly, I think they are so inflated with 
their own importance over having delayed the vote 
last evening and prancing around in front of the 
television set saying how great they were in 
delaying the House that they finally realized this 

moming in the cold light of day that they have to 
do something when they come in here and not 
come up with kinds of make-work projects like 
they are plying with this particular issue, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Lastly, I want to tell you that the matter is so 
mgent that the Estimates of Expenditure that the 
tremberrefers to take place on April!, 1995, four 
months fromnow. There isnomgency. There is 
no matter of mgent public importance, and I 
submit, it is clearly out of order. 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Second Opposition 
House Leader): I would argue, Mr. Speaker, that 
there is in fact a need to debate this particular 
issue today, that it is in the public's best interest to 
have this issue debated primarily because of two 
concems that have been pointed out time in and 
time out since yesterday, where we have had the 
Health critic from the Liberal Party, we have had 
aitics from the New Democratic Party raising the 
issue. We have not been provided any sort of 
answers, and I do believe there is reason that this 
debate is necessary. 

Let me start off by pointing out that there are, in 
fact, no rc:levant bills that are before this House in 
which we can enter into this discussion. Let me 
also point out that the grievance is not an 
opportune time because before we can start giving 
grievances might not be until four or five months 
down the line potentially. 

The budget debate-dle Premier (Mr. FJ.Imon) 
of this province has indicated to the Leader of the 
Liberal Party (Mr. Edwmls) that he will introduce 
a budget after the federal Liberal government has 
introduced their budget. In tenns of the Estimates, 
the Estimates follow the Budget Debate, so that 
would again mean that we are talking four, five 
months down the line before we are even into the 
Health Estimates. 

Mr. Speaker, whm the g()VmUDC'Sll has indicated 
to the different health organizations and 
professionals that hospitals would be looking at, 
for example, a 2 percent cut, when we look at 
smre of the hospitals having current deficits, some 
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of which I understand are in fact being forgiven, I 
believe that there is the need to further clear the air 
in terms of where this govemment is going m 
health care. 

This is the primuy reasm why we in the Liberal 
caurus fCeJ. that the public's interests would in fact 
be best served by hearing what the Minister of 
Health (Mr. McCrae) and other ministers have to 
say about health care because it is vitally 
important in the province of Manitoba. 

It is also equally important to get on the record 
the opposition's concems, and it would be a vety 
well-spent day if we would start talking about the 
health care and what this government is doing with 
respect to the 2 pera:ot cut to the hospitals and the 
whole issue of deficits with the hospitals. 

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

• (1500) 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. I would like to 
thank all honourable members for their advice as 
to whether the motion proposed by the honourable 
member for Kildonan (Mr. 010miak) should be 
debated today. 

In a~ with our Rule 27(1), I did receive 
the notice requiml. According to our Rule 27 and 
Beauchesne Citation 389 and 390, there are two 
conditions required for a matter of urgent public 
importance to proceed: a) It must be shown that 
the public interest will suffer if the matter is not 
given immediate attention, and b) that the subject 
matter must be so pressing that the ordinary 
opportunities for debate will not allow it to be 
brought on early enough. 

In my opinim, it has not been demonstrated that 
the public interest will suffer if the matter is not 
debated today. I am therefore ruling the matter out 
of order. 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Opposition House Leader): 
It is with regret, Mr. Speaker, that I challenge your 
ruling. 

Mr. Speaker: The ruling of the Clair has been 
challenged. Shall the ruling of the Clair be 
sustained? 

Voice Vote 

Mr. Speaker: All those in favour, please say yea. 

Some Honourable Members: Yea. 

Mr. Speaker: All those opposed, please say nay. 

Some Honourable Members: Nay. 

Mr. Speaker: In my opinion, the Yeas have it. 

Formal Vote 

Mr. Ashton: Yeas and Nays, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker: A recorded vote having been 
requested, call in the members . 

The question before the House is, shall the 
ruling of the Clair be sustained. 

Division 

A RECORDED VOTE was taken, the result 
being as follows: 

Yeas 

Cummings, Dacquay, Derkach, Downey, 
Driedger, Ducharme, Enns, Ernst, Filmon, · 
Findlay, Gilleshammer, Helwer, Laurendeau, 
Manness, McAlpine, McCrae, Mcintosh, 
Mitchelson, Orchard, Pallister, Penner, Praznik, 
Reimer, Render, Rose, Sveinson, Vodrey. 

Nays 

Ashton, Barrett, Cerilli, Chomiak, Dewar, Doer, 
Edwards, Evans (Brandon East), Evans 
(Interlake), Friesen, Gaudry, Gray, Kowalski, 
Lamoureux, Lath/in, Mackintosh, Maloway, 
Martindale, McCormick, Plohman, Reid, 
Robinson, Santos, Schellenberg, Wowchuk. 

Mr. Qerk (William Remnant): Yeas 27, Nays 
25. 
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Mr. Speaker: The ruling of the Chair has been 
sustained. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

Bon. Jim Ernst (Government House Leader): 
Mr. Speaker, will you call BillS, please. 

SECOND READINGS 

Bill 5-The Food Donations Act 

Bon. Bonnie Mitchelson (Minister of Family 
Services): Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Minister of Culture, Heritage and Citizenship (Mr. 
Gilleshammer), that Bill S, The Food Donations 
Act; Loi sur les dons d'aliments, be now read a 
second time and be referred to a committee of this 
House. 

Motion presented. 

Mrs. Mitchelson: Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure 
to rise and introduce for second reading BillS to 
this House and recommend expeditious passage of 
this by all parties here in the Legislature this 
afternoon. 

The mission of the Department of Family 
Services is to strengthen and support Manitoba 
families. We are there to ensure families have 
assistance and tools needed to be independent and 
to enjoy the quality of life we expect in our 
province. My department does a tremendous 
amount to achieve these goals, but at the same 
time we recogni7e and we realize that we cannot 
do it all alone. We must work with Manitobans, 
with the private sector, comnnmity organizations 
and individuals, and together we can fmm a 
network of support services that will be available 
to Manitobans in need. Mr. Speaker, as part of 
this commitment to partnerships, I believe that 
govemmcnt must work to facilitate cnrnmmity 
participation wherever possible. 

The Food Donations Act is an example of how 
our government is facilitating cnrnmmity 
participation. 

Manitoba has had a lmg tradition of helping our 
neighbours when they are needy. Our province's 
first settlers ~t with many challenges and they 

succeeded because they pulled together as a 
CODliDlDlity. This community spirit is still strong 
today in our province. Manitobans are still quick 
to extend a helping hand to s~one who needs 
assistance. Food donations are just one example 
of how our comrmmities pull together to help 
others. 

Mr. Speaker, the main purpose of this new 
legislation is to encourage increased donations of 
surplus food by removing barriers caused by 
concem over liability. We have been told by 
corporate legal representatives that they feel there 
is a need for greater legal protection against 
liability for corporations that donate surplus food. 
In essence, this act makes it clear that a person, 
unincorporated organization or corporation who 
makes a food dmatioo. cannot be held liable if that 
food causes illness or other injury unless the food 
was oootaminated or otherwise unfit for consump­
tion and there was intent to cause harm by the 
donor. 

Mr. Speaker, this includes individuals, 
corporations, community clubs, restaurants or 
other organizations that distribute food on a 
nonprofit basis. We believe that this protection 
will encourage corporations, unincorporated 
organizations and individuals to share surplus 
foods. 

The Food Donations Act has been drafted in 
response to a need brought to my attention by 
Winnipeg Harvest. During this past summer, we 
consulted with the staff at Winnipeg Harvest to 
discuss their concerns and hear their suggestions 
m how we could address this barrier to donations. 
This act has been designed to address those 
concerns. Furthermore, corporations have 
indicated that this added protection is a significant 
factor in the willingness to make charitable 
donations of surplus food. 

Manitoba joins four other provinces in 
introducing legislation of this nature. It is an 
important step towards facilitating comnnmity 
partnerships, and it compliments other initiatives 
taking place in the Department of Family Services 
today. 



484 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA December 14, 1994 

Over the past year we have inlroduced a number 
of new programs that respond to identified needs 
in areas in our comnnmities. One area that is 
gaining attention in virtually every province in 
Canada is the need to reform our social safety net 
and encourage jobs and training for people who 
are on social assistance. 

As the Minister of Family Services, I find myself 
in a position where I can play a role in this 
process, but I also want to stress that government 
cannot do it alone, nor should we nor does anyone 
want us to. We umst work together with the 
private sector, colDIDIDlity organizations and 
individuals to provide family support networks 
and create opportunities for work. 

• (1530) 

I am pleased that we have already begun this 
process of renewal for our province's social 
support network. I have bad the pleasure of 
making a m.unber of announcements as part of our 
government's Making Welfare Work initiative. 

We are targeting we1&re programs because there 
is a growing recognition that our traditional safety 
net programs may be hurting the people they are 
m>st designed to help. H they are holding people 
back by fostering dependency rather than 
encouraging retraining, employment and greater 
indepe.ndmce, then we nmst change them, and that 
is what we are doing with the help of Manitobans. 

In May of this year I launched the Making 
Welfare Work program, and we have already 
introduced tbn:le job creation projects as part d 
that initiative. In June we announced the 
expansion of two COIDIDJDity service programs that 
help approximately 420 welfare recipients get 
back into the workforce while improving 
Winnipeg's infrastructure. We have also started a 
pilot project to create employment opportunities in 
rural Manitoba. This project will help 
approximately 450 Manitobans re-enter the 
workforce. These two projects give Manitobans 
who are on social assistance the chance to gain job 
experience and long-term employment. 

With employment comes greater financial 
independence, higher self-esteem and renewed 
cmfidence. These fiunilies are then less dependent 
on special support services and food donations. 
All of these factors contribute to improved quality 
of life for both parents and for children. 

Mr. Speaker, when we raise the issue of child 
poverty we see a direct correlation between single 
mothers on welfare and children living below the 
poverty line. Manitoba has the highest teenage 
pregnancy rate in Canada. In July of this year 
there were approximately 12,800 single-parent 
families receiving social assistance in our 
province, and those numbers do continue to rise. 

My department recently completed a review to 
identify key concems regarding teen pregnancies . 
We discovered that 65 percent of single teenage 
parents have not completed high school, and more 
thanhalfareoo. welfare. Under the cwrent policy, 
single parents on social assistance are not expected 
to seek work until their youngest child tums 18. 

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken to many 
Manitobans, many young women who are in the 
worlcforce and become pregnant and are expecting 
their first or second child. They indicate to me 
that, yes, they are pleased that we have maternity 
benefits for six IIDllhs so that they have the ability 
to stay at home and bond and nurture their babies, 
but they are required to go back to work after six 
months and find altemate forms of support and 
child care to ensure that their children are being 
well looked after. Tbcre seems to be some 
resentment on the part of these women who do 
have to go back into the workforce when they see 
a policy that is a detriment to creating healthier 
attitudes towards wodc when they see other women 
who are able to be supported on social allowances 
until their youngest child tums 18. 

That says to me that there is something wrong 
with our system that encourages that kind of 
dependency. We have to find other answers, and 
we have to find other solutions, for those that need 
to choose welfare as a career option, other than 
having the opportunity to build their self-esteem 
and to know that they can contribute in a very 
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positive manner to om Manitoba community. A 
life on welfare does not create the opportunity for 
that mother or her children to break the poverty 
cycle. 

There is not a province across the country, 
including those that are governed by parties that 
~ opposite represent, both the Liberal and 
the New Democratic provinces across the country, 
Mr. Speaker, nooe of them have in place a welfare 
program or a program of last resort that will 
enable the poverty cycle to be broken. Those are 
the people that do require the assistance and the 
need for food banks in order to help them support 
and nurture and look after their families. 

We know that many single parents do 
experience long-term welfare dependency. We 
know that there are generation after generation that 
need the assistance of welfare in order to sustain 
and live lives that I do not think are terribly 
adequate. As I said, there is an equally strong 
likelihood that their cbildren will join the statistics 
of child poverty, and those statistics do not paint 
a terribly wonderful or promising future for 
Manitoba or for indeed many Canadians. 

Mr. Speaker, we often talk about young people 
being om future leaders. Well, it is clear to me 
and I think it is clear to all of us that many young 
people will need om help today to prepare them 
for the challenges for toiilOliOw. 

We have looked creatively at ways to deal with 
the issues around single parents and the 
dependency and the system that we have put in 
place as politicians that has created that 
dependency. As I said earlier, welfare has become 
a career option and sometimes the ooly career 
optioo. for many of our young people in Manitoba 
and right across Canada. I believe that is 
unacceptable, absolutely unacceptable, in ~ 
mind 

That is one of the reasons that we have worked 
very aggressively-{interjection] Mr. Speaker, I 
hear the m:mber for Wellington indicating that we 
are blaming the victims. I am not blaming the 
victims. I am blaming a system that has been put 

in place by successive governments. It was a 
system that was in place under the NDP 
administration in this province that has created 
that dependency and that is unacceptable. It is 
unacceptable, in my mind, and it is unacceptable 
for anyone to think that we should create a 
dependency where people depend on social 
allowances and welfare as their ooly option and 
their only opportunity. 

I say shame to the member for Wellington for 
even thinking that it is the victims we are blaming. 
It is the system that was put in place by her 
government and governments before her and was 
perpetuated by her party, and it is time for that to 
change. That is why we are looking at new and 
innovative ways of delivering service to single 
parents in Manitoba. 

I have to say that I want to give the Honourable 
Uoyd Axworthy and the federal Liberal 
government some credit in helping to develop an 
initiative that will be made in Manitoba that I 
would venture to guess will be a program that will 
be able to be applied to the rest of Manitoba and 
to all Canadians as a result of an innovative new 
approach to asking business, the volunteer 
COIDDilllity, the service providers that are presently 
out there and single parents to join together in the 
new Taking Olargel initiative to try to build 
independent, individual plans around single 
mothers, trying to address their needs, helping 
them to set goals, not setting goals for young 
women, but-{interjection] Well, Mr. Speaker, it 
is very difficult for me to believe or to understand 
how the mcmbet for Wellington could believe that 
there will be a work opportunity for every young 
single parent when 65 of those who are on social 
allowances today do not even have a high school 
education. What kinds of jobs does she believe 
are out there for them at this point in time? 

• (1540) 

Mr. Speaker, we are going to have to develop 
the training programs, understanding that high 
school educatioo. is absolutely important for these 
young women if they are going to be able to get 
into any kind of meaningful work opportunity or 
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training opportunity. That m.ly makes commcn 
sense. 

There is an opportunity here for us, as different 
levels of government, to work together, to join 
forces to combine our resources to ensure that we 
build individual plans, plans that will help young 
wonrn to complete their Grade 12 education, 
plans that will provide on-the-job training, plans 
that will provide other forms of training based on 
job opportunities that might be available out in the 
job market and to encomage some women whom 
we know do very well as small business operators 
or entrepreneurs, to look at that as an option for 
employment opportuDity. 

Mr. Speaker, the Taking Olargel initiative in 
the storefrmt operation will be able to accomplish 
some of those things. It is a pilot project. It will 
be looking at some screening criteria, and it will 
be looking at making a contract with individual 
young won:r.n, realizing and recognizing that there 
is a cou •nilnmt that has to be made on both sides. 

We know there are mmy young 'WOimll out there 
who do want to wolk. We do know that the 
systeim and the barriers that are in place for them 
today are those baniers that have been put in place 
by govemm:m. What we are trying to do is to get 
the whole community working together around 
trying to find positive solutions. 

(Mrs. Louise Dacquay, Deputy Speaker, in the 
Clair) 

I believe it is a leading-edge program. I think 
both we and the fedc:ra1 govemnmt will find in the 
days to come and the years to come that it will be 
a program that will be extremely successful. 
Woom in Manitoba in the past have had barriers 
placed in frmt of them, and we have had programs 
in place as govewm•mts that try to fit them all into 
the same mould 

This program will look at a more sensitive 
approach, helping to build goals and careers and 
options and opportunities for our young women. 
I am extremely excited about the prospect of that 
happening right here in our province of Manitoba. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, we all have had 
dialogue and diswssion, although maybe not quite 
as uwch as I would have anticipated based on the 
opposition's, especially the Liberal opposition's 
tbrooe speech that was prescoted and the focus and 
the emphasis that they placed on child poverty. I 
guess both opposition parties did I would have 
anticipated or expected that in the first days of this 
legislative session there would have been several 
questioos on the issues of child poverty. I know it 
was the Leader of the Liberal Party that indicated 
-at least I recall one of the reasons they indicated 
that they were not going to be voting for our throne 
speech was because it did not deal with the issue 
of d:illd poverty. I believe that is the only place he 
made urntion of cbild poverty. I do not recall him 
-with it being one of the highlights on his agenda 
in this session. I do not recall him standing up 
once and asking a question or being concerned at 
all about child poverty or what Manitoba's 
response might be. 

I think we speak very clearly. When you look 
at the paper that was tabled today in the 
Legislature on Manitoba's perspective on the 
federal government's proposals on social security 
renewal, Madam Deputy Speaker, I think we speak 
very clearly on what OlD' position is. I do not think 
we have to hold our head in sbame when we look 
at the kinds of initiatives that have been put in 
place by this government to try to reduce child 
poverty. We have made it a priority of this 
government. 

If we look back to before we came into office 
and the track record of the former NDP 
administration, you will see that we were right at 
the top of the child poverty level back in those 
days. I do not think that is anything that any 
government takes any pride in. I know that the 
NDP administration of the day did not take pride 
in having the highest levels of child poverty, and 
we, in Manitoba today as a government, do not 
take any pride in having any amount of child 
poverty in OlD' province. We would like to see that 
eliminated or eradicated 

I would like to just talk very briefly, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, about some of the initiatives that 
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have been introduced by our government since we 
took office in order to tiy to address the issue of 
child poverty. 

We aie one of the only two provinces who offer 
income supplements to low-income families 
through our Oilld Related Income Support 
Program, more commonly known as CRISP. We 
have subsidized housing available for many low­
income families. As well as that, families with 
childrm who spc:od a large part of their income on 
rent can receive benefits from our Shelter 
Allowances for Family Renters program, our 
SAFFR program. 

We have taken some very important steps in 
using our income tax structure to keep more 
dollars in the pockets oflow-income families right 
here in Manitoba. 1he Manitoba tax reduction 
under personal income tax was substantially 
inaeased in 1989 under this government from $50 
to $250 per child. This measure increased 
incomes for less affluent families at a cost to 
Manitoba taxpayers of about $28 million. I think 
we have made a commitment to low-income 
families through those initiatives. 

An Honourable Member: Where were the 
Liberals on that issue? 

Mrs. Mitchelson: My colleague asks a good 
question. Where were the Liberals when they 
voted oo. the budget that would leave more money 
in the pockets of low-income Manitobans? 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): I am telling 
you again, we voted against it. 

Mrs. Mitchelson: 1be member for Inkster says 
that he voted against it, and he sounds very proud 
of that lack of support for low-income families, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. He should be ashamed 
of himself. 

Point of Order 

Mr. Lamoureux: On a point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I was against the budget, not 
some of the actions this government is doing-

Madam Deputy Speaker: Order, please. The 
honourable member for Inkster does not have a 
point of order. It is clearly a dispute over the facts. 

*** 
Mrs. Mitchelson: Madam Deputy Speaker, by 
the member for Inkster standing up on that point of 
order and clarifying that he voted against the 
budget, he voted against low-income families. I 
think we need to set the record clear on that. 

I indicated earlier and I will say it again, that he 
should be ashamed of himself. It is fine for his 
Leader to stand up in this House and move an 
amendment indicating that we are not doing 
enough to address child poverty, when they as an 
opposition party, when a budget was introduced to 
increase support and leave more money in the 
pockets of low-income Manitobans, he voted 
against it and his Leader voted against it. 

I say again, shame on the Liberal Party in 
Manitoba for their lack of concern for low-income 
families. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, taxes paid by low­
income Manitoba families are among the lowest in 
Canada. For a married couple with two children, 
and I think it is very important for the opposition 
to hear this, no Manitoba tax is paid until the 
fiunily's income reaches $18,960. Canada, that is, 
the federal government, and most other provinces 
require substantial tax payments at this income 
leveL 

Our taxation levels are among the fairest in 
Canada, and just to indicate that other provinces 
aie recognizing and realizing, in the 1994 
Saskatchewan budget there was a tax table that 
spelled out what all provinces were doing in the 
area of taxation. That NDP Saskatchewan budget 
indicated that for a family with a total income of 
$25,000, Manitoba is listed as having the lowest 
combined personal taxes and basic charges in 
Canada. 

* (1550) 
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Madam Deputy Speaker, actions speak louder 
than words and by the actions that we have taken 
to reduce the burden on low-income families, we 
have the fairest tax system right across the countty 
right here in Manitoba, and that is what we have 
done to tty to address the issue of child poverty. I 
do not think our record on child care can be 
criticized by members of the opposition when we 
have the second highest per capita child care 
spending in Canada. Since our government took 
office, that was back in 1988, support and funding 
for child care has increased by 73 percent. The 
number of subsidized spaces in the province has 
increased by 84 percent. We have nothing to be 
ashamed of in the province of Manitoba when we 
have the second highest per capita spending oo 
child care across the countiy and we have the 
second highest salaries for child care workers in 
our province of Manitoba. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I have had some 
dialogue and discussion with the Clilld Care 
Association and child care directors over the last 
short period of time, looking at what our response 
might be to the additional federal dollars for child 
care that have been promised in the red book. 

We are in discussions with the federal 
govermnent on it at the present time. I question 
and have asked for clarification from the federal 
government whether in fact the mmey they are 
promising is actually new mmey or it is mmey 
that is just rcdm:ctcd from somewhere else. When 
the fcdem1 g()Vl"..TJJIX7! and the Minister of Human 
Resources is out talking to the community and 
indicate there could be up to 70 million new 
dollars in Manitoba for child care initiatives, I 
question whether it is money that is just taken 
from one hand and placed in another. 

When the fcdem1 govemment talks in its reform 
process about capping the amount of money we 
get, cost-shared money, are they going to take 
dollars away from us under capped cost sharing 
presently that provide for support for child care 
and give it back to us in another manner? I do not 
have clarification on that issue from the federal 
minister, and I am not sure whether in fact any new 
initiative for Manitoba will provide more support 

for child care or for families with children in 
Manitoba. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I already talked about 
the Taking Otargel initiative that we have jointly 
put in place with the federal government that 
should, over the next five years, help 4,000 single 
mothers on social assistance obtain employment. 
We have also announced and established the 
Children and Youth Secretariat to better provide 
co-ontinated services between the Departments of 
Family Services, Health, Justice and Education. I 
believe that approach is long oveniue. There 
needs to be the ability for us to respond to needs in 
the comnnmity based on a co-ordinated approach 
without departments within government making 
decisions that only deal with a part of a person or 
a part of a family. This new initiative will co­
ordinate that service and assure us that we utilize 
our dollars in the best manner possible to provide 
services to children and to families right 
throughout our province. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, when we talk about 
children, I also am very pleased that we were able 
to anoounce a co-onJinated strategy on adoption of 
older children in the Clilld and Family Services 
system In talking with those who work in the 
Clilld and Family Services system, one of the 
downsides to decentralization under the fonner 
NDP administration was that most of those 
working in the agencies in the city of Winnipeg 
and I guess indeed possibly right throughout the 
province of Manitoba became generalists rather 
than specialists, and there had been a decreased 
focus on adoption and pennanency planning 
within the agencies. 

When we talk about the issue of child poverty 
and children having to use food banks, I think 
there is not one easy answer to the issue of child 
poverty and the need for food donations and food 
banks, but it does cross the whole broad spectrum 
of support services for families and for children 
right throughout this province. 

So in trying to find permanent, stable homes for 
children who need those homes, we are looking at 
a co-ordinated approach that will bring the 
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conmnmity, the agency and the department of 
government together around ensuring that children 
have the earliest opportunity to have a stable 
family relationship in a pennanent home. So that 
is one of the benefits that we see from the adoption 
initiative that has been announced 

The Family Support Innovations Fund was 
announced in last year's budget and many projects 
have been approved There are still others that are 
under consideration at the present time, will 
support families in their own homes, children in 
their own homes, so that we can try to ensure a 
better lifu and a better family relationship for those 
cbildren without having them have to be taken out 
of their homes and put into care to receive 
services. 

One of the areas too, and one of the groups in 
society that does sometimes have the problem of 
living a life of poverty are those who are abused 
and mistreated. Women that are abused and have 
to for whatever reason leave that abusive situation 
tend to need support services that we have 
provided through our shelter system and most 

recently announced longer-term housing and 
support services to abused women and their 
children through second-stage housing. 

I am hearing a lot of positive comments back 
from the commmity around the new 
announcements that have just been made and the 
refocusing of our dollars into that kind of support 
so that women can get on with their lives and feel 
safe and secure and have the supports needed to 
make that happen and not have to live a life of 
poverty through social assistance and the use of 
food banks for sustainment or sustenance. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I think we as a 
province have taken a balanced approach on the 
issue of child poverty. We recognize the wide, 
broad range of social support services that need to 
be in place, and we will continue to try to worlc 
with Manitobans to ensure that in the best possible 
way we look to decreasing the dependence m 
govemmentprograms. 

As the Leader of the Liberal opposition today 
said in his comments on my statement, programs 

that are 30 years old that are not today doing what 
they were intended to· do 30 years ago are not 
meeting the needs of the '90s, programs that do 
need to be changed, programs that do need to be 
reformed and need to be renewed. We need to try 
new and better ways of finding positive proactive 
approaches to decreasing the reliance m 
govemment and increasing people's ability to 
become independent and self-reliant. 

We have indicat~ I will say again one of 
the most important comments I think that we have 
made in the paper that talks about our perspective 
on social security renewal-that the best social 
policy for Manitobans and for Canadians indeed is 
a job. If people have the opportunity to worlc, to 
cmtribute and to build their self-esteem and to feel 
good about themselves and to break the cycle of 
poverty, Madam Deputy Speaker, I think that we 
go a long way in trying to resolve some of the 
issues around poverty and the need for the use of 
food banks. 

• (1600) 

One of the underlying themes in the paper that 
was tabled today in the House is the issue of our 
aboriginal people. Excuse me, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, how much time do I have left? 

Madam Deputy Speaker: The honourable 
minister has five minutes remaining. 

Mrs. Mitchelson: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

I do want to indicate that the concem that we 
have with the papers that have been tabled for 
discussim by the federal govemment are concerns 
around the aboriginal population and the lack of 
federal COI••"iunent to our aboriginal peoples that 
they have under the Constitution and under the 
treaties that were signed with aboriginal people 
many, many years ago. I would hope that we 
would get support from the New Democratic Party 
in our discussion with the federal government 
around the accepting of that responsibility. It is 
not trying to blame or lay blame or not accept 
responsibility as a province for all Manitobans, 
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because we do have a responsibility for all 
Manitobans, but there is a special responsibility 
for the Canadian government to aboriginal 
peoples. 

When the former Conservative federal 
government made the decision unilaterally to 
offioad that responsibility onto Manitoba 
taxpayers, my colleague the Minister of Family 
Services of the time stood up in this House and 
made a statement and asked all parties in this 
House to support us in our fight to get the federal 
Conservative government of the day to live up to 
its responsibility. He made a strong statement in 
the House, and if I could just recall and bring to 
your attention the comments that were made by 
both opposition parties at the time. 

I think it was the member for Wellington at the 
tilre, who was the aitic for Family Services, stood 
in her place in this House and indicated-and I 
will quote her comments from March 20 of 1991, 
" . . . that what the federal government is 
attempting to do is morally wrong and, as well, is 
illegal. We believe that the aboriginal rights to 
social services have been included in treaties that 
have been negotiated over the centuries with the 
aboriginal peoples, and it is a federal obligation 
under the Indian Act. This behaviour on the part 
of the fi:deral government is not to be condoned in 
any way, shape or form." And she goes on, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 

That was the position of the New Democratic 
Party back in 1991, and I guess I would ask for 
their support and their commitment today to 
confirm that position and ensure that Manitoba 
taxpa)a'S are only a part of the solution, but there 
is a responsibility for Canadian taxpayers to 
aboriginal peoples. 

I recall also the Liberal critic, Reg Alcock, who 
is now in a position of power and authority at the 
federal level. I will quote what Mr. Alcock said 
on that day. He said, "I think it is a disgraceful 
action on the part of the federal govemment. I can 
tell the minister that I personally-! know my 
caucus will support him absolutely in his attempts 
to force our federal government to live up to their 

responsibilities. They have destroyed or are in the 
~s of destroying the health care system in this 
country. They have badly hurt post-secondary 
education, and now they are attacking the native 
people. I think Mr. Mulroney and his gang of 
crooks that he heads should be brought to heel." 

That was the quote from Reg Alcock, the then­
Family Services aitic. I believe that the Leader of 
the Liberal Party today was sitting in his seat and 
nodding in approval of these comments, and now 
that Mr. Alcock is in a position of power and 
authority at the federal level I would hope that he 
would stand up for Manitobans and ensure that he 
rectifies this situation on behalf of Manitoba 
taxpayers and Manitoba aboriginal people in the 
days and months ahead 

I will be writing to Mr. Alcock indicating to him 
that I want his commitment I also want the 
commitment from the Liberal Party in this 
Legislature. I want their commitment to stand up 
on the cmvictions that they had back in 1991 and 
ask them today whether they will recommit 
tbeJ:melves to this issue or whether they have done 
a complete flip-flop and whether their word is 
worth anything in this Legislature. Or do they 
change their minds once they have the power and 
the ability to govern? Do they change their minds 
and say: That was then, oh, we do not take any 
responsibility. We were ooly in opposition, and 
we can have it both ways. Or, will they stand up 
to their convictions? Will they stand up for 
aboriginal people in Manitoba? Will they stand 
up for Manitoba taxpayers and accept the 
responsibility that they indicated the federal 
government had back in 1991, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, pay the bills, ensure that aboriginal 
people in Manitoba have fair treatment and fair 
opportunity under the federal Liberal government 
that they did not receive in the past? 

I believe that the position of both opposition 
parties was spelled out very clearly in 1991. I will 
be asking them to recommit themselves to the 
aboriginal people in Manitoba, to Manitoba 
taxpayers to ensure that there is fair and equal 
coosideration of Manitoba's unique perspective as 
we move through social security reform, and 
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ensure that om aboriginal people do not have to be 
users of our food banks, that this legislation was 
brought in place to encomage donations. I am 
hoping that by the commitment and the actions of 
both opposition parties that we will see less and 
less use, but we want to be able to protect those 
Manitobans that are caring and willing to give and 
provide assistance to fellow Manitobans. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

Ms. Becky Barrett (Wellington): Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I am not going to speak too long. 
My voice will not allow me to do that. 

I was prepared to get up today and talk about 
The Food Donations Act. I was surprised to see 
the Minister of Family Services get up today and 
spend maybe five and a half minutes of her 40-
minute filibuster of her own piece of legislation 
talking about The Food Dooations Act and the rest 
of the titre trying like crazy to pat her government 
and herself on the back for their extraordinary 
behaviour to the people of Manitoba. 

Point of Order 

Hon. Jim Ernst (Government House Leader): 
Madam Deputy Speaker, this is a very important 
bill, a very important issue for the people of 
Manitoba. The Minister of Family Services (Mrs. 
Mitd:Jelsoo.), in introducing this legislation, has to 
set the background, the reasons why this 
legislation is necessary. 

The fact that the member across the way is 
imputing motives is also out of order, and I 
suggest that you call her to order for that issue. 

Mr. Steve Ashton (Second Opposition House 
Leader): On the same point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. First of all, it is not 
unparliament:uy to suggest that someone is 
filibustering; second of all, the member did not 
accuse the minister of filibustering the topic of the 
bill. I think she was filibustering something else. 
Some of us on this side wondered if we were 
listening to debate on this same motioo.; and third 
of all, despite my two contributions to this alleged 

pomt of order, I probably feel there is no point of 
order, and we should allow the member for 
Wellmgton to continue. 

Madam Deputy Speaker: Order, please. The 
honoumble g~nt House leader did not have 
a pomt of order. The honourable member for 
Thompson did not have a pomt of order. 

• •• 
Ms. Barrett: Madam Deputy Speaker, I would 
like to speak very briefly about some of the 
comments that were put on the record by the 
Minister of Family Services that in her very 
explanation about The Food Donations Act. 

• (1610) 

The minister talked about young women m 
particular choosing welfare, and I believe the 
WOlds were mirly close to exact: choosing welfare 
as a career option. She said this several times. 
She also said that the system creates dependency. 

I would like to suggest that women and families 
and individuals do not ever choose welfare as a 
career optioo.. For the Minister of Family Services 
of all people in this Legislature to stand in her 
place and suggest~ not suggest-state on at 
least two separate occasions that young women on 
social assistance choose welfare as a career option 
is absolutely reprehensible. 

Point of Order 

Mrs. Mitchelson: On a point of order, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 

Very often the systems that are put in place do 
not allow for any other choice for young women. 
It was a system that wa8 in place under that 
administration that did not allow for any other 
choice or altemative for young women but welfare. 

Madam Deputy Speaker: Order, please. The 
honourable Minister of Family Services does not 
have a point of order. 

••• 
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Ms. Barrett: MadamDeputySpeaker, the other 
comment that the minister said was that this 
system m=ates dependency. The government prior 
to her government coming in, the government of 
the New Democratic Party, tried to narrow and 
tried to take away some of those barriers. 
Programs such as New Careers-[interjection] 

Point of Order 

Bon. Linda Mcintosh (Minister of Urban 
Affairs): Madam Deputy Speaker, on a point of 
order. 

The m:mber for Wellington (Ms. Barrett) made 
a great strong point a few moments ago that 
speaking to this bill bad to be speaking to this bill. 
So far she has not done it and I wonder if you can 
call her to speak on the topic. 

Madam Deputy Speaker: I would remind all 
members and ministers that indeed second reading 
is supposed to be relevant to the bill. 

••• 
Ms. Barrett: Madam Deputy Speaker, in ~ 
opening comments I stated-and if the minister 
had been listening she might have heard-that I 
was going to speak very briefly about some of the 
couments the Minister of Family Services made. 
If I am allowed to, I will speak very briefly to 
those. If I am allowed to, then I will-

Madam Deputy Speaker: Order, please. 

Point of Order 

Mrs. Mcintosh: Madam Deputy Speaker, the 
member is still not addressing the points of the 
bill, and I would ask that you call her to order. 
She herself has made a point of saying you have to 
be relevant and she still is not being relevant even 
after being instructed to be so. 

Mr. Dave Chomiak (Kildonan): Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I do not believe that the minister 
even had a point of order or even mentioned that 
she bad a point of Older in your acknowledging her 
to have the ability to speak. So I think on a point 

of order, the minister had no right whatsoever to 
speak on this debate. 

Madam Deputy Speaker: Order, please. Once 
again, I did caution all honourable members to be 
relevant to the bill. However, I allowed the 
minister a considerable degree of latitude, and I 
think in the interests of faimess in the House that 
on this bill only one member of each party will be 
allowed some latitude. 

••• 
Ms. Barrett: I would hope that, given that the 
minister had approximately 35 minutes of 
irrelevancies, that between myself and other of my 
caucus colleagues we can have 35 minutes. 

However, Madam Deputy Speaker, that aside, 
this is an incredibly important issue and I do not 
want to trivialize it in any way. I would like to 
say, before I talk specifically to The Food 
Donations Act, that the minister's comments about 
the system creating dependency does not take into 
account the fact that the previous government put 
in place programs that were designed to reduce 
and tear down those barriers the minister was 
talking about, programs such as New Careers, the 
ACCESS programs, the Student Social 
Allowances Program and the Single Parent Job 
Access Program, to name only a few. 

All of those programs have been either 
eliminated or totally decimated by this 
government. For the Minister of Family Services 
(Mrs. Mitchelson) to say that the system creates 
dependency in the same breath that she says that 
)'OUD8 womr:n choose welfare as a career option is 
nothing short of scandalous. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, on The Food 
Dmations Act, I am delighted to see the Minister 
of Family Services and her government took a 
serious look at the alternative Speech from the 
Throne which was put fmward by the official 
opposition several weeks ago. In that alternative 
Speech from the Throne we said that we would put 
in place a food donations act, and we did in the 
Legislature. 
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Our private member's bill is very similar to the 
legislation that we are dealing with today in Bill 5. 
Wben I stand and talk about 1he Food Donations 
Act I am sort of tom, because on the one hand we 
did put in a piece of legislation that is very similar 
to the piece oflegislation we are debating today, 
so we recognize that this is a problem that needs to 
be addressed 

On the other hand, and this is something that I 
do not think came through loud and clear in the 
minister's comments, this act, whether it is our act 
or the act we are debating today, is by definition an 
acknowledgement of failure. It means that we in 
Winnipeg and in Manitoba and in Canada and in 
all North America and probably throughout the 
world today are institutionaHring poverty. 

The whole concept of food banks was virtually 
unknown 10 years ago. Today we have huge 
numbers of food banks throughout our country and 
in our province. I think that given the fact that this 
is a problem, we do need to address it in the short 
term, but I want every member of this House to 
know that our position while we support in 
principle Bill 5, The Food Donations Act, our 
position is very clear, we want to work to eradicate 
poverty. We want to work to eliminate the need 
for food banks entirely, and that this government 
has done nothing in that regard and, as a matter of 
fact, has gone in the other direction. 

• (1620) 

To put in context the need for this piece of 
legislation, I would like to talk about some of the 
statistics that should frame our discussion, 
particularly in light of the fact that the minister 
talked about single women and single parents and 
she talked about the aboriginal community. She 
did not, Madam Deputy Speaker, talk about many 
of the other people who are forced to use food 
banks in our society today, two groups of which I 
will mention. 

Our minimun wage of $5 an hour, which is 
among the lowest in the country and has not been 
changed since 1990 or 1991, has forced 11,000 
Winnipeg working families to use the Winnipeg 

Harvest food bank. So, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
having a job in this society under this mean­
spirited government does not mean you are off 
poverty. Eleven thousand families. How many 
children are in those families? There are 62,000 
children in poverty in the city of Winnipeg alone, 
many of whom are in families of the working poor. 

Another group that the minister neglected to 
mention when she was talking about the users of 
food banks, when she was blaming the victims, are 
university students. We now have another class 
being offered or another whole area being offered 
at our Canadian universities. There are food banks 
at 13 campuses across Canada. Four of them are 
in Manitoba: the University of Manitoba, the 
University of Winnipeg, Brandon University and 
Red River Comnmity College. That includes the 
vast majority of students who are in some form of 
post-secondary education-are attending univer­
sity and coDliJllmity colleges where there is a food 
bank. The whole concept again, food banks are 
essential because of a lack of help to students on 
the part of this government. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the minister said that 
one of the reasons and one of the ways to eliminate 
poverty and eliminate the need to have food banks 
was to have a job. That is very interesting, and it 
would be amusing if it were not so sad, coming 
from a government that has done nothing to help 
create jobs in this province in the six and a half 
years they have been in government. As a matter 
of fact they have eliminated jobs. 'There are fewer 
people working in the province today than there 
were when this government got its majority in 
1990, and as I stated earlier, in the city of 
Winnipeg alone there are 11,000 of those working 
families who are living below the poverty line, 
who are making use of food banks. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the minister talked 
about child poverty. Again, unbelievable coming 
from this government where in the last four years 
they are second or first or third in the country in 
child poverty. We are third now, this year or in 
1992 ooly because of Alberta, another 
Conservative government-do not let me get 
started on the province of Alberta-and 
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Newfoundland, which has huge structural 
problems in its province. We are right up there 
with them, a province that should not have the 
incidence of child poverty, that should not have the 
incidence of poor students, that should not have 
the incidence of poor working families that 
currently happen in this province. We are a rich 
province, as the Premier said yesterday. 1bis 
should be the best place in the world to live and 
the only reason it is not is because of the action 
and inaction of this government. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I do not want to spend 
any more time on this because others wish to 
speak on this bill. I would like to close by saying, 
as I stated earlier-oh, there is one other group 
before I quit that I would like to briefly talk about. 
The minister spoke about this too, when she talked 
and she quoted members of the opposition in our 
concerns about the way the federal govemment, 
last government and the current government, are 
dealing with the aboriginal people. 

This govermnent trots out the aboriginal issue 
whenever it serves them Do they deal with the 
issue of the northern trails, as the member for The 
Pas (Mr. Lathlin) has very accurately stated? Do 
they deal with the fact that northern highways have 
been reduced from 15 to 20 percent of the 
expenditure on highways to less than 4 percent? 
No, Madam Deputy Speaker. It is only when they 
can use the aboriginal ronmurit;y to make political 
points that they raise these issues. They have done 
an abysmal job dealing with the issues of the 
aboriginal CODllDlllity, whether it is in the North, 
in the Parldands, in eastem Manitoba, in southern 
Manitoba or here in the city of Winnipeg. 

For the minister to stand and raise that issue 
again as an opportunity to try and make points is 
politics of the worst sort. I will close my remarks 
and look forward to other people's comments on 
this bill. 

Ms. Norma McCormick (Osborne): Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I am pleased to rise in support of 
Bill 5, The Food Donations Act, and make note 
that the spirit and the intention behind this bill was 
the subject of the resolution put forward by the 

member for St. Boniface (Mr. Gaudry) in the last 
session of the Legislature, so we commend the 
government for acting on his suggestion and to 
putting forward this bill. 

We would also like to go on record that we urge 
the government to proceed to third reading and 
that we will in committee look forward to seeking 
public input and to encouraging support. 

I find it very frightening, however, that this bill 
has prompted a far-reaching discussion on the 
issues of child poverty. For anyone to purport that 
this bill can in any way address the issue of child 
poverty is absolutely shocking. There was a very 
good docun:r:ot produced in 1992 by the Nutrition 
and Food Security Network of Manitoba, An 
Action Plan for Food Security for Manitobans. In 
no place in this document does the subject of food 
banks get recommended as a solution to hunger 
and malnourishment in Manitoba. 

Instead the legislative and policy legislations 
recommend a number of things which I believe 
should be also part of a responsible government's 
initiative. For example, we need to talk about the 
question of food secmity and income security. The 
document points out that many people are 
precluded from getting decent food because they 
do not have access to adequate income or 
purchasing power. A specific recommendation is 
to establish a COJDDJm. method of calculating 
social assistance rates and to increase social 
assistance rates to meet the actual feeding costs for 
children, as well to inc:mase the CRISP funding in 
order to address the issues of child poverty in 
Manitoba. 

The other problem identified is the problem of 
access to nutrition information. 1be document 
recommends the establishment of a health care 
policy that recognizes nutritional assessment and 
culturally appropriate intentions, particularly for 
disadvantaged people. It has been recognized that 
many of our food preferences are linked to our 
cultural experiences, and in fact what is available 
through food banks is commonly not culturally 
appropriate food, so the access to information to 
people in terms of how to purchase food 
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nutritionally is an essential part of this 
recommendation. 

1be other area the food strategy speaks to is the 
importance of social supports. It recommends that 
government support and expand family resource 
centres throughout the province, that it designate 
the telephooe as an essmtial component in a social 
assistance budget and expand the congregate meal 
program for the elderly. It also talks about 
e.nmining the feasibility of Meals On Wheels type 
programs to supply meals to homeless people. 
Again, no mention of food banks. 

Appropriately, it talks about making available 
affordable food, not free food but affordable food. 
It recognizes that the cost of food in northern 
areas, northern comnnmities far outstrips that of 
the cost of food in the urban areas, and by 
encouraging donations of food to food banks, we 
are doing nothing to reduce the disparity in food 
costs between northern and southern comnnmities. 

• (1630) 

It also talks about the importance of allocating 
funding to establish programs for teen parents and 
talks about the importance of nutrition and food 
purchase programs in educational programs 
throughout the province. Again, with the back-to­
the-basics approach this government is taking in 
education, many people fear that this kind of very 
important life skill information is not going to be 
available to young people. 

We also, in November of this year, hosted a 
child poverty forum, and here we learned first­
hand about the impact of poverty on the health and 
nutrition status of poor people. This is evidenced 
by low birth weights, by premature death mtes in 
poor children and higher utilization of the health 
care system. We have abundant research evidence 
that connects good nutrition with positive health 
status, yet little is done to ensure that poor people 
have a guaranteed access to good food. 

We also learned about the other factors which 
preclude the possibility of people getting adequate 
food Many people are concerned that the poverty 

crisis is now turning into a food crisis. Income 
disparity in this province is polarized as never 
before. People face family and economic disparity 
in income security; they are cynical and fearful 
about changes in the future. Many comrmmities 
and people feel disempowered. 

I find it really troubling that the minister's 
remarks to her own bill talked about the 
importance of a good job as being a solution to 
poverty, and~ what has been done to ensure that 
the jobs that are available for poor Manitobans are 
in fact good jobs? 

We have a higher mte in this province of 
unemployment and underemployment 1he jobs 
that have been created acconiing to the labour 
statistics are part-time, low-income, low-benefit 
jobs. Families do not have enough money to buy 
food; therefore, they are relegated to food banks. 

Our maintenance enforcement system is a 
continuing disaster. Families cannot count ro 
cowt-ordered child support being there. There are 
22 people trying to administrate thousands of 
orders, and there is no possibility that this money 
is forwarded to families in a regular or consistent 
or timely manner. 

1be minister used the opportunity of this bill to 
talk about child care. In Manitoba, the situation is 
getting worse because, with the capping of 
subsidized child care spaces and the dropping of 
fi:es from.$11,000 down to $9,600, the imposition 
of a $2.40-a-day fee for the use of a subsidized 
child care space simply takes mroey out of the 
family's budget to apply for food. 

It is very interesting that DllCh evidence exists to 
show that single parents and poor families find 
their food budgets to be the most flexible of all 
items in their family budgets, and when cutbacks 
are necessary to meet more pressing needs, it is 
COIDDDlly the food budget that gets the short end. 

There was a study done which indicates that 
among low-income, single-parent families, other 
demands took precedence over the purchase of 
good food. '!heir key concern became satisfying 
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the energy needs of their children. Shortages were 
dealt with by rationing the available food in the 
household and making tmals out of staples such as 
potatoes and bread In severe crises, first the 
women started going without meals themselves 
and then the children. Outside assistance, and here 
we are talking about food banks, was only sought 
as a final option. Similar situations result in low­
ioc.oire pregnant wom:n having difficulty realizing 
their nutritional needs, and they feel guilty about 
increasing their food take for the benefit of their 
mbom babies while the remainder of their family 
remains with a limited food supply. 

At our poverty forum the most eloquent speaker 
spoke of the decisions of having to do without 
food herself in order to be able to face the faces of 
herlnmgrychildren. We have alternatives and we 
nmst seek alternatives to food banks. It is not 
acceptable to pretend that a Food Donations Act is 
a solution to poverty, malnourishment or hunger in 
this province. This minister has challenged~ 
and my caucus ~ because we have not 
asJa:d questioos on the issue of child poverty. I am 
very willing to admit that there was a time in the 
last session when I put some faith in my ability to 
express myself, to bring to the attention to this 
government to get these issues understood and 
acted upon. In the last session I used my energy to 
ensure that the goveiiUDent rethought their 
approaches and gave consideration to our 
suggestion as alternative approaches hoping that 
the approaches would change. 

In this session I have no longer faith that this 
government is prepared to accept a change in its 
approach, and I have come to the conclusion that 
it is not the approach that nmst dlange, it is the 
government that nmst dlange. You know, to say 
that the solution to poverty and hunger in this 
province is erq>loym:ot begs the question of, what 
kind of employment is available? It begs the 
question-{interjection] The problem in Manitoba 
is that we have the second lowest minimum wage 
cost in the country. We have demonstrated 
evidence that 12 pera211 of the people who present 
themselves to Winnipeg Harvest food bank have 
been employed in the last week, and the 
employment income is not adequate to meet the 

nutrition needs of their families. 

The Canadian poverty rate is 19 .8, and it has 
gene up from 15.2 in 1981. In Manitoba we have 
an actual rate of 27 percent poverty for children. 
So 'Why are children so poor? To say that they are 
poor because their parents do not have jobs is 
fallacious, and even if the members are correct in 
saying that there are four jobs for every 
llllelq)l~ Manitoban, take that as a statistic that 
for the ~t we might be prepared to expect, I 
would ask, how can these parents seek 
employment in absence of an adequate child care 
program? Who is going to be caring for their 
children? Who is going to pay the $2.40 a day out 
of a mininDJm wage job which nets $9,000 or 
$10,000 a year? How can a parent be expected to 
spend $2.40 times 200 working days a year and 
still have money left over to feed their family? 

An Honourable Member: What is lloyd 
Axworthy doing about this problem of poverty? 

Ms. McCormick: I am pleased to answer~ 
friend for Burrows and talk about the $70 million 
that will be coming into Manitoba in support of 
child care. Unfortunately, I find it a tragedy that 
this mooey comes in to compensate for the 
deficiencies in a provincial program. 

• (1640) 

We cannot any longer pretend that the 
marginalizing of women in the labour force into 
low paid, low skilled jobs is going to be a solution 
for women. This goveiiUDent talked about its 
initiative for training for tomorrow to try and 
encourage women into jobs that pay a decent 
wage. But wbere are the initiatives towaro pay 
equity? Why do we still find it acceptable that a 
woman doing what is considered to be women's 
work, should be working at a low income salary, 
when a person who would go into a job as a 
welder or a machinist or a carpenter can 
reasonably expect to bring down $40,000 a year? 
k is not acceptable that we continue to marginalize 
wom:n in the workforce and then to deprive them 
of the supports that are ocoessary to be able to take 
employment and to be able to go out with some 
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coofidmre into the labour force to ensure that their 
effort is in fact paid off with enough money to be 
able to support their children. 

I am hearing the Minister of Labour (Mr. 
Pramik) talk about me being more left wing than 
the NDP, and I have no reason to apologize for 
defending the interests of women and children in 
this province. The other irony in this is that as we 
talk about ensuring that wom:n can participate, we 
hear on and on and on about the Take Olarge 
program, about the importance of providing single 
parents with an opportunity to choose another 
career-as the minister says-other than welfare, 
but this same minister has denied the Lakeview 
Oilldren's Centre money to continue its operation 
to provide the children of Langruth. So I do not 
think it is consistent to suggest that we can in any 
way encourage the participation of these mothers 
in the laboQr force without recognizing that the 
issues of pay equity and child care have to be 
addressed first. 

In additim, we need to recognize that we are not 
just talking about food security from a perspective 
ofnourishm::nt. We also need to recognize that in 
our society we have got some problems d. 
isolatim, of too IWch money being commanded to 
compete with the food budget, too IWch mooey 
going for housing, for transportation, and all of the 
needs that are met take precedence over the money 
that a family can afforo to spend on food. 

In the nutrition and the food security strategy I 
spoke of earlier, the legislative and policy 
initiatives call for supporting and expanding 
family resource centres both in Wimrlpeg and 
throughout the province as essential for breaking 
down the barriers of isolation and loneliness, and 
to ensure that people who are in the CQIDDimity 
have the opportunity for respite, to leam about 
food preparation and to establish themselves 
connecting into a network. 

We have looked in our own community at the 
concept of a community kitchen. In fact, I had 
encouraged the Mayfair Resource Centre to put 
forwaltl the proposal to the minister through the 
Family Support Innovations program. 

Unfortunately, this proposal was neither funded 
through the minister's program nor, unfortunately, 
through the Brighter Futures program. 

We need to look at expanding congregate meal 
programs for the elderly. This is a way of 
encouraging social interaction as well as to 
improve the nutritional status of seniors. We need 
to look at the feasibility of establishing mobile 
food distribution to provide meals to the homeless. 
This would also provide a way of ensuring that 
there is sorm kind of ongoing contact and support 
with these people who have the lowest and least 
nutritious food consumption opportunities. 

We need to also recognize that we cannot 
institutionalize food banks as a solution. When 
the Canadian Association of Food Bank Providers 
was created several years ago, I believe it was in 
about 1986, it was thought that food banks would 
be a temporary response to the recession and that 
it would be likely that as the problems of hunger 
and nutrition deficiencies in Manitoba became 
apparent that it would result in government taking 
over, and that governments would in fact address 
the problems of hunger and malnutrition, but in 
fact the opposite has happened. 

As things got tough for individuals in the 
recession they also got tough for governments, and 
government spending often was cut back at the 
coosequmce of the poorest and most marginalized 
of our citizens. So the idea then that food banks 
were a transitory and temporary response is now 

·appearing to be abandoned. Unfortunately, again, 
that is evidenced by the bill, that we have lost our 
ability to think up more creative ways, and that we 
are now approaching food banks and clothing 
exchanges and other kinds of commmity things, 
which really do isolate and demean people, as a 
solution when in fact it is only further evidence of 
social policy failure. 

We need to recognize that the numbers of food 
banks are growing not only in Manitoba but across 
the country. It is estimated that there are almost 
300 food banks which are eligible for membership 
in the Canadian Association of Food Banks. 
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In closing, I would encourage that in 
considering this that members recognize that this 
is not in any way a solution. This is only a tragic 
necessity in a country in which we, you know, 
thought of ourselves as a land of plenty. We 
encourage the reduction of the amount of food that 
is wasted. We encourage the other initiatives, 
however, by this government to reduce the 
munbers of :families in which children and parents 
gohungryevetyday. We want to then accomplish 
a reduction in the waste of surplus food. That is 
the only laudable aspect of this bill, and that in 
fact we will hope that not only the need for food 
banks, include donations, is transitory, but that 
eventually we can come up with more appropriate 
and more creative solutions to the problems d 
hunger and poverty in our province. 

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 

Mr. Doug Martindale (Burrows): Madam 
Deputy Speaker, it is a very interesting bill to 
speak on, Bill 5, The Food Donation Act, for 
many reasons. 

I would like to point out, first of all, that the 
first party to introduce this idea in the Manitoba 
Legislature was the New Democratic Party, and 
that we announced this before the start of the 
session and said that we would be willing to and 
would introduce a bill. So we can support the 
Minister of Family Services (Mrs. Mitchelson) in 
this bill for borrowing a good idea, although I 
think we should give credit to the Winnipeg 
Harvest fuod bank and maybe call it the Winnipeg 
Harvest food bank bill because we know that this 
idea was suggested to us by David Northcott, their 
executive director. 

(Mr. Speaker in the Chair) 

It does address a problem for food banks, and I 
think addresses it appropriately, and solves the 
problem of companies not wanting to be sued for 
donating food that is inappropriate. Of course, if 
they dooate food knowingly that is unsafe, then of 
course they are still open to being sued, but I think 
that the bill covers the problem and deals with it 
adequately. 

Food banks in Canada really only began in 
1981, I believe. They began in Alberta, and they 
began in response to government cutbacks to 
social programs. As a result, they spread to other 
provinces as other provinces also cut back in 
social prograrm. Graham Richards has written an 
excellent book c:n fuod banks and done an analysis 
and points out that there are two basic kinds of 
food banks in Canada. There are food banks 
established on the charitable model of which 
Calgary is an example, and the Winnipeg food 
bank was established on that model in 1984. 

There is also the advocacy model, and most of 
the advocacy model food banks were established 
by unemployed workers or unions, and the 
difference is that the advocacy model food banks 
were involved right from the beginning with trying 
to help the individuals who came to them for food 
with their other problems, with applying for 
1.Jilell1)loyt:nent insmance, with getting the benefits 
that they were entitled to from different social 
programs and intervening and advocating with 
government. In fact, the Edmonton food bank is 
an excellent example of this, and on a regular 
basis, they provide statistics to the government of 
Alberta and lobby them to make progressive 
changes. 

• (1650) 

Interestingly, in Manitoba, it was not people 
working with the poor that started Winnipeg 
Harvest food bank. In fact, churches in the inner 
city that were working with the poor lobbied 
against Winnipeg Harvest from being established 
in the first place because they realized that it 
would take pressure off governments to provide 
adequately for people and that food banks would 
very quickly become institutionalized, and I will 
say more about that later. 

However, it has been very interesting to watch 
the transformation of Winnipeg Harvest food 
bank. I remember back in 1984, when David 
Northcott was part of the inter-agency group food 
networlt and we wanted to get Winnipeg Harvest 
to help us to lobby the government of the day or 
governments at all three levels, he said he was 
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unwilling to do that, as did the Salvation Auny, 
because they were afraid it would jeopardize their 
corporate donations in food However, they have 
changed since then, at least the Winnipeg Harvest 
has, and now they take part in all the initiatives 
from the Social Planning Council and inter-agency 
group and in fact do lobby governments and take 
part in press conferences, as they did at the Social 
Planning Council recently. 

There are a number of problems with food 
banks, particularly food banks that are set up m 
the charitable model. I am reminded of a 
wonderful quotation from Bishop Desmond Tutu 
in South Africa. He said, and I quote: We do not 
want to be picking up the crumbs at the master's 
table any more. We want a hand in planning the 
meal. 

It is very significant that since he said this, the 
black majority in South Africa now have the 
opportunity to plan the meal since they have one 
member, one vote and have a majority government 
elected by black people, so now they can plan the 
meal and they can bring about justice solutions 
whereas, in the past, they felt they were the victims 
of injustice. 

I think there are some parallels in Canada. I 
believe that aboriginal self-government is a good 
example, where aboriginal people are saying that 
they want a hand in planning their own futwe, and 
governments are slowly moving in that direction 
for First Nations. 

Why do we have food banks, and why do people 
use food banks? Well, the first is that the vast 
majority of people using food banks live in 
poverty. 

I was part of an organization that took part in a 
survey on that very topic in 1988 in co-operation 
with the Winnipeg Harvest food bank and the 
Social Planning Council of Winnipeg and a 
number of churches, including North End 
Conummity Ministry where I worked, and we 
interviewed the individuals. I was one of the ones 
that interviewed numerous individuals that came 
on a weekly basis for the food handout. 

The statistics, as a result of those interviews, 
were compiled by the Social Planning Council. 
They found very interesting results. They were 
able to chart the results and show that as people's 
income increased, use of food banks declined, and 
there was a smnmary of this in an article called, 
Hunger in Winnipeg, in the Institute of Urban 
Studies periodical, issue No. 31, June 1990. They 
said, and I quote: The use of emergency food is 
confined to renter households with incomes under 
$21,000. Within this group predominantly single 
males with~ under $7,000 used emergency 
food outlets. The second most vulnerable group 
was low-income families with children. 

So this points out that the primary reason that 
people use food banks is low income and that once 
people have money, once they have an adequate 
income they no looger use food banks. That really 
should not surprise any of us because I think 
people give up a lot of their dignity and pride 
when they go to receive a free handout. I do not 
think it is easy for those people. I do not think 
they do it because they want to. I think in most 
circutmtaoces people do it because they feel forced 
to. 

Secondly, and I think this relates to the 
increasing use of food banks, there have been 
nmnerous cuts to benefits of people on low 
income, including by this Minister of Family 
Services (Mrs. Mitchelson), who participated in 
this debate, and also by her predecessors in the 
Conservative govemment since 1988. I do not 
need to list them all here because I have listed 
them many other times in debate, but just to give 
one example, the provincial govemment has not 
increased social assistance rates, by the end of 
December, for two years. Normally there is an 
annual increase. Last year they announced in 
November that there would not be an increase 
January 1, it would be in April, but when April 
came around there was no increase in social 
assistance rates. There have been many other cuts 
to beneirts as well. 

Of course, there have been increased costs, for 
example, the 140 percent increase to fees for 
children in subsidized child care. 
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One of the major reasons why people use food 
banks is that some parts of their social assistance 
budget is inadequate, and one of the major ones is 
the inadequacy of rent. In many, many cases 
people are paying $100 or more a month in excess 
rent, and they are taking it out of their mly 
discretionary areas, their food budget, their 
personal needs budget or their household needs 
budget, and as a result they run short of food. 
What do they do to make up for that? They 
supplement it by going to a food bank. 

Another important reason is emergencies. If 
people have an emergency come up, there is no 
money in their social assistance budget over and 
above their special needs fund of $150 a year, and 
the special needs funding is becoming increasingly 
difficult to get. 

Another important reason that people use food 
banks is the inadequacy of the minimJD) wage. 
1be minimtm wage has not been raised for some 
time. At $5 an hom it is much, Imch less as a 
percentage of the poverty line now than it was 20 
years ago, and so, of course, its purchasing power 
has <kdined So many people that use food banks 
are in fact working, but we would call them the 
working poor. 

Finally, and I think a rather significant reason 
that people use food banks is that the food is free 
and that should not surprise anyone. I remember 
when we discussed the issue of food handouts, I 
think through the ministry, one of om board 
IDCDiJets from Sturgem Creek said: Well, if there 
was free food at the end of 111¥ street I would be 
there too. And this is someone from a higher 
~ neigbbombood of Winnipeg who certainly 
did not need the food banks, but I think put her 
finger on an important reason why people go. If 
yw have a choice between paying for something 
and something that is free, many people will take 
advantage of something that is free. Actually one 
of the reasoos people use food banks is that it does 
give them some discretion. They can supplement 
their income by free food on the one hand, and on 
the other hand buy something that they need. But 
one of the proble~m is that it institutionalizes food 
banks. 

An Honourable Member: Those that have a 
guilt complex and want to donate. 

Mr. Martindale: Well, the minister is helping 
me out here and I appreciate that. He is saying 
that people that have a guilt complex want to 
donate. Certainly food banks do provide that 
fimction in our society. Regrettably what this does 
is it makes people in om society think that food 
banks are an appropriate solution to the problem 
of poverty when in fact they are not a very 
appropriate solution. For example, the kind of 
food that is donated. The majority of the food-­
and I know this from helping unload the trucks 
from 1984 until1990 where I worked-the No.1 
quantity of food has to be bread, the second is 
doughnuts, and third, comes everything else. 
Much of it is seasonaL When vegetables are in 
season, Winnipeg Harvest food bank has 
vegetables. When people respond to a food drive, 
there are canned goods. But the kind of nutrition 
that people are getting is very inadequate. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. When this matter is 
again before the House, the honourable member 
for Burrows will have 30 minutes remaining. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' BUSINESS 

Mr. Speaker: The hom being 5 p.m time for 
Private Members' Business. 

Point of Order 

Mr. Gerry McAlpine (Sturgeon Creek): Mr. 
Speaker, I beg leave of the House today to bring 
forwanl a resolution that is on the Order Paper, 
No. 70, and because of the urgency of this I would 
like to ask for leave of the House to bring this 
forward It is the resolution with regard to the 
ll1tiM forces, the Air Corrmam Headquarters, No. 
17 wing, being transferred to Ottawa. Because of 
the economic impact that this is going to have on 
the residents of Manitoba, especially the 
immediate area around Sturgeon Creek, I would 
ask for the leave of the House to move this 
resolution forward so that we can go forward on 
behalf of all Manitobans and all members of the 
House with a united force to make om point to the 
1ttlllbers of Ottawa and the M.P.s in govemment. 



December 14, 1994 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 501 

• (1700) 

Mr. Speaker: 1he honourable member has 
prefaced his remarks with a point of order, and I 
am going to deal with it as a point of order. I see 
the honourable member for Inkster (Mr. 
Lamoureux) is up. We will call it a point of order. 

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Second Opposition 
House Leader): Mr. Speaker, I am sure that had 
the member and the government been sincere with 
what the member just put on the record, the 
gOVCJ• 111tnl House leader would have approached 
the opposition House leader. In fact the Liberal 
Party does have a resolution that is there before us 
right now. If the govemnx:nt was in fact sincere in 
wanting to deal with this issue, I would imagine 
the government House leader would have 
approached us and maybe we could have 
accommodated each party or members of the 
different parties in the Ownber, because we 
equally have very important resolutions that 
deserve to have the debate. 

So leave is going to be denied because this 
govemnx:nt does not want to co-operate on dealing 
with serious issues before this House. 

Hon. Jim Ernst (Government House Leader): 
Mr. Speaker, firstly let me say that I think it is 
highly inappropriate that the House leader of the 
second opposition party would impute motives to 
the respect of this issue and the question d. 
sincerity of the member for Sturgeon Creek (Mr. 
McAlpine). 

Mr. Speaker, this is private members' hour. 
Under private members' hour any member in this 
House may stand up and seek any kind of leave 
and seek any kind of consensus within this House 
whenever he feels like it, or she for that matter. 
This is private members' hour. 'Ibis is not 
govemnx:nt business. This has nothing to do with 
the government House leader. It has to do with a 
private member who wants to deal with a private 
member's issue. 

Mr. Speaker: That is correct. What we have 
before us right now is the member for Sturgeon 

Creek asking for leave to bring forward Resolution 
70, CFB Winnipeg. 

Is there leave at this time to bring forward 
Resolution 70? 

Some Honourable Members: No. 

Mr. Speaker: No? Order, please. I have to hear 
this. Is thete leave? 

Some Honourable Members: No. 

Mr. Speaker: Leave is denied. 

PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS 

Res.l-Youth Drop-In Centres 

Mr. Gary Kowalski (The Maples): I move, 
secooded by the honourable member for Inkster 
(Mr. Lamomeux), that 

WHEREAS youth crime in Manitoba continues 
to be substantially above the national average; and 

WHEREAS the suicide rate among young 
people has almost doubled in the last thirty years; 
and 

WHEREAS teenage ptegnancies in Manitoba 
ate well above the national average; and 

WHEREAS unemployment among our young 
people is averaging close to 20 percent; and 

WHEREAS the student drop-out rate in 
Manitoba scboo1s is 17 percent, one of the highest 
in the country; and 

WHEREAS the provincial government has cut 

funding to education in the last two years despite 
the fact that opportunities for young people 
entering the workfon:e depend on obtaining a 
quality education; and 

WHEREAS among the education programs cut 
wete those which provided students with extra­
curricular activities; and 
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WHEREAS young people at a recent Youth 
Fonnn hosted by the MLA for The Maples and at 
the mayor's Youth Task Force identified the need 
for youth drop-in centres to give kids a safe place 
to spend their spare time; and 

WHEREAS youth drop-in centres will give 
young people an outlet for their energies, will give 
them a place to hang out other than the streets, and 
will filcilitate the cmdion of role models for young 
people by having SOID!<XIe kids can talk to at these 
centres. 

. THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 
Legislative Assembly urge the Minister of Justice 
and the Minister of Education to consider working 
co-operatively to increase the number of youth 
drop-in centres in Manitoba; and 

BE IT FUR1HER RESOLVED that the 
Legislative Assembly urge the government to be 
more creative in the use of public facilities to 
provide spate-time activities for youth. 

Motion presented. 

Point of Order 

Boo. Oaytoo Manness (Minister of Education 
and Training): I would ask whether or not this 
resolution is in Older given the fact that it calls 
upon government to significantly increase 
spending in support of what might be a worthy 
cause, Mr. Speaker, but that it goes some distance, 
although it plays kind of loose with the wording. 
I recognize that. So, in the sense that it is calling 
upon govemment to increase the number, that is a 
funding issue. That is a calling for JDOie funds, 
and I submit that this resolution is out of order. 

Mr. Speaker: On the point of order raised by the 
honourable Minister of Education and Training 
(Mr. Manness), the operative words are in the 
resolution, that they "urge" the Minister of Justice 
and the Minister of Education to consider working 
co-operatively, and on the second BE IT 
FUR TilER RESOLVED that the Legislative 
Assembly "urge" the govemment to be JDOie 

creative in the use of public facilities. 

Therefore, the honourable Minister of Education 
and Training does not have a point of order. 

••• 
Mr. Kowalski: The genesis for this resolution 
started April9, 1994, when in this building we 
bad a forum for 60 young people from throughout 
the province--from the suburbs, from the core 
area, from reserves. Amongst other things that I 
have reported on in this Ownber and the 
Listening to Youth report that I have circulated to 
all members of this House, the young people told 
us that one of the things they need is a stronger 
coonection to the adults in their life and a stronger 
connection to their conmnmities. 

Also, they said that the reaeational facilities, the 
sports programs that were good in the '50s and 
'60s were not appropriate for their generation, and 
as a result there were not sufficient recreation 
opportunities for them 

This practice of holding forums to listen to 
)'OUib, I was glad to see that the City of Winnipeg 
mayor, Mayor Thompson, continued the practice, 
as I believe the Justice minister continued to 
follow the lead that we set by meeting with young 
people and listening to them When the mayor 
fomm her youth task force of young people, 
afterward she released a report in October of '94 
called Youth Speaking Out About Youth 
Violence. It is a very interesting report done by 
the young people of this city, some of whom were 
gang members-again, a broad cross section of 
young people. 

Amongst their recommendations was No. 8 on 
page 12 of that report saying: to encourage more 
creative use of public facilities, to provide spare 
time activities for youth and create safe places for 
youth using vacant housing, storefronts to provide 
recreaticn and youth services. To quote the report 
further, it said, there was a lot of discussion about 
why the use of public facilities for youth centres 
might be problematic for the public. 

~of the issues raised by the members of the 
task force were: some people may not want to 
have these sorts of programs and facilities in their 
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neighbourllood; they had to find places that were 
n:asonable and accessible for everyone; when kids 
hang out in malls and storefronts people get 
nervous; intolerance in the community for that 
generation of people. 

• (1710) 

They also said that people say it is a good idea 
as long as they keep it away from us, but then they 
noted that at Unicity Mall in the city of Winnipeg 
they have a drop-in centte that has not been a 
problem As a matter of fact, it has been cited by 
this govemubll as an example ofa good program. 
As a result, many adults have come onside and 
supported that drop-in centte at Unicity Mall. 

The mayor challenged the young people to 
describe very specifically what sort of facilities 
they wanted to see made available. The youth 
responded by suggesting a nwnber of criteria. 
They wanted a place to do the type of activities 
that they wanted to do, not that adults wanted them 
to do. Included in that was pool tables, ping-pong 
tables, things that kids were interested in, 
everything from skateboarding to listening to 
nmsic. It should be an active, lively place where 
young people felt welcome. 

One of the things that I got from both my youth 
forum and reading the mayor's youth task force 
report is that young people want a direct role in 
planning and creating this type of facility as 
opposed to adults who create facilities that they 
believe are what the young people want. They said 
they want basketball courts, baseball, tloor 
hockey, and they cited Ross brook House as one of 
the types of facilities that has made a big 
difference in the community. 

The mayor asked the young people, what would 
they be willing to do? How would they be willing 
to participate? The young people told the mayor 
that they are prepared to help with the organization 
of running the facility, organizing the programs. 
They would work as volunteers at the centre, use 
funds from different programs to create, and they 
noted that goven u•rnt could not be expected to do 
everything, so the comnnmity should play a role, 

and the government's role in this is the role of 
leadership. 

That is why, when I was presented with a 
petition by 400 young people from the Ken 
Seaford Junior High requesting a youth centte in 
our neighbowhood, I formed a committee of young 
people, and they were the ones that planned and 
organized a youth drop-in centte in our 
neighbomhood. It was them and the young adults, 
people between the ages of 18 and 25, who 
volunteered to supervise the young adolescents in 
our cormmmity. 

As a result, we received over 40 volunteers who 
were raised in The Maples and had a commitment 
to our community. These young adults fotmed a 
partnership with the young adolescents, and the 
relationships that developed during the period of 
~that the drop-in centre started in August, and 
it has continued on, has been beneficial to the 
whole cormmmity. 

Qualitatively, I could tell you of accounts of 
young people approaching these young adults and 
talking about things that they might be hesitant to 
talk to their parents about, everything from teenage 
pregnancy, that they had been approached by a 
boyfriend or a girlfriend to take drugs, fear from 
gang members. 

Maybe they did not feel comfortable talking to 
their own parents, maybe they did not feel 
comfortable talking to other adults, but these 
young adults in our commmity, they built a 
relationship with iL As a result, I believe many 
things that would have resulted in the justice 
system or would have ended up in the Olild and 
Family Services caseload did not. 

In filet, that has been bome out by my colleague 
from Kildonan (Mr. Olomiak) who, at the same 
~. developed a youth drop-in centre in his area. 
According to John Wiens, the superintendent of 
Seven Oaks School Division, they have statistical 
infonnation that the caseload in Olild and Family 
Services during the time that that drop-in centre 
operated decreased greatly. In fact, the small 
amJUDt of wages paid to the people who operated 
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that drop-in centre was far surpassed by the 
savings in mooey in the caseloads that would have 
gone to Child and Fattlily Services. 

In The Maples drop-in centre they averaged 70 
to 80 kids each day, but going as high as 121 oo. 
some nights, and these kids loved the facility. 
Again, there was not a lot of govemment funds. 
This was COIDDDJili1y members, young adults 
coming together and serving the community. As a 
result many of the young adults have used that 
experience oo. their rest~~res, as work experience in 
their programs in social woik, in recreational 
studies. So it was beneficial not only to the young 
people but also to the volunteers who worlced in it. 

Also, I have talked to the cotmmmity constables 
in that area Constable Ron Bell, who works out 
of the Citizens for Crime Awareness office in The 
Maples, could attest to the fact that this summer 
was a little bit better in The Maples, there was less 
fear from youth crime in our neighbow:hood as a 
result of a youth drop-in centre, doing something 
that is effective. This is the sort of effective 
solution that may not be simplistic and appeal to 
the political rlletoric that the govemment tries to 
address about youth crime, but it is effective. 

It has hem shown to be effective in the drop-in 
centre that the member for Kildonan created, and 
it has been effective in The Maples. That is why 
I am calling oo. all members of this House to 
support this resolution so that this government 
could show leadership and follow the example of 
Unicity Mall, The Maples youth centre, and the 
FLfmmd Partridge youth centre as a program that 
has worked, is effective and has not only a direct 
impact on youth crime and violence but on Child 
and Family Services caseloads, and is a benefit to 
all. 

So I call on all honourable members to support 
this resolution. 

Mr. Manness: Mr. Speaker, I treat this as a 
serious resolution, although I call into question 
why it was the Liberals and the NDP would not 
see fit to bring forward a resolution that certainly 
is as immediate and, I dare say, more immediate. 

I feel I know the member for Sturgeon Creek 
(Mr. McAlpine), who wants to provide a forum to 
deal with sOJ:m very important issues dealing with 
Air Command in our city, has been prevented from 
bringing forward the resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I read the resolution in detail, and 
when one goes through all the WHEREASes, 
certainly the member for The Maples (Mr. 
Kowalski) builds upon the points and lays out the 
facts and tries to portray through the 
WHEREASes that the government is to blame for 
the increase in crime in our province, for the fact 
that our youth seem to have, generally speaking, 
more time on their hands and therefore are more 
apt to find tbt::lmelves into trouble. I would like to 
say that this resolution, as I see it come forward, 
and it has some redeeming qualities, still typifies 
typical Liberal social engineering to the nth 
degree. 

As I listen to the solutions that the Liberal Party 
seem; to have in the area of education, in the area 
d. crime, not the least of which, of course, is the 
gun control legislation they so heartily support, it 
appears to me that the Liberals honestly believe 
you take these institutioos of democracy, you bring 
forward a bill, you try and enshrine yourself, 
envelop yourself around them and believe that if 
you pass a law, that if you find a few more dollars, 
evecythiog will be okay. Then you walk away and 
tell }'OUI'Sdfwhat a good job you have done and try 
and leave society believe that you have done your 

part. 

Mr. Speaker, here is another resolution that 
speaks toward doing exactly that. 

An Honourable Member: It would not cost a 
cent. 

Mr. Manness: The member says it would not 
cost a cent. Mr. Speaker, I can accept that It does 
not necessarily cost a cent, and yet these are ooly 
going to be successful if indeed a number d. 
circumstances come into play, none of which we 
can guaraotc:e in this House, nor can we guarantee 
by way of this resolution. What the member is 
asking us to do is build four walls and a roof, or if 
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not to build them, to put into place, to rent them, 
to lease them and to put in equipment accordingly. 
The member believes that if we do that, all is well 
and good and we will solve the problem­
nonsense, absolutely nonsense. 

• (1720) 

Mr. Speaker, this is what is needed if indeed his 
solution is about to worlc, and no resolution can 
guarantee that He needs role models. He needs a 
role model, for example, someone by the name of 
Minish Norang [phonetic], a foi'IIa' street kid 
himself who now, I understand, takes the lead or 
maybe is the resident in the Teen Stop Jeunesse in 
St. Vital. Funds are, by the way, put there by, you 
know what, Manitoba lottery revenues coming 
through the special ftmded comnumity agency side 
of the Lotteries organizers. 

It is not money that is making that worlc. It is 
not building. It certainly is not this resolution. It 
is a role IDJdel, and somebody who has been there 
understands and knows, but it needs something 
tmre than that Why is it today, when we look at 
where the state of society is compared to where it 
was decades ago, how come so much tmre idle 
time? Why is that? 

The member for Inkster (Mr. Lamoureux) talks 
about The Maples, and I was in one of the 
northwest high schools, Sisler High, and I was 
speaking to a Grade 11 history class, and a student 
had to leave promptly at five to three. He had to 
leave the class, and this was a very good student, 
and I asked the teacher, I said, where is he going? 
To another class? She said, no, he has a full-time 
job. Our best student has a full-time job. Not that 
I am advocating that be the case, but the reality is, 
there is an awful lot of part-time work for 
individuals. That used to be the way it was in 
urban settings in our province. That is the way it 
used to be. 

Mr. Speaker, you know what? We cannot pass 
a law here, we cannot bring in a resolution that is 
going to in any way entice our young people, who 
have idle time on their hands in many cases, to go 
and look for something that is going to consume 

some of that time. A law will not do it, and the 
mcmber taunts me by saying, ah, his solution is­
meaning ~o look for jobs. All I am trying to 
point out-how is the old saying, the devil will 
find work for idle hands. That is the saying. So 
this institution in a free society cannot force our 
young people with idle time to go out and find 
work, but I will tell you, that will do more than 
this resolution. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we need tmre than that. There 
was a tim: in the urban setting that the institutions 
of the community, the service clubs, the churches 
and the comnumity clubs, all one has to do today 
is---H anybody thinks there is a shortage of places 
for people to come together and meet, the city is 
full of con:m:amity clubs. It is absolutely full. But 
nothing upsets me more when I approach the 
commmity centres today and you look at the 
windows and they are covered with bars. They are 
covered with bars, but there is not a shortage of 
places to meet 'There is not a shortage of places 
for youth to come together in our society today. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the resolution then is not going 
to deal with that, is it? No, it does not. But the 
Liberals' simplistic way of thinking is that yoo 
bring a resolution forward, you find some more 
mJileY for a facility, you put some more amenities 
into it-I think I hean1 the member talk about pool 
tables, card tables and whatever else-and it will 
all worlc. It will not. I wish it would, because that 
would be so easy to fix. 

Well, the resolution covers the waterfront. It 
says, youth crime continues to rise. It talks about 
suicide rate, it talks about teenage pregnancies, it 
talks about unemployment. I thought that was 
what we were trying to fix, and the member says 
the solution to all of that is that the Legislative 
Assembly urge the govemment to be more creative 
in the use of public facilities, to provide spare-time 
activities for youth. Ergo, that is the solution to all 
of the former. 

Mr. Speaker, our society realizes how important 
it is that we try to have facilities and that we try to 
have activities for our youth. Long before the 
member for 'The Maples (Mr. Kowalski) was in 
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the House and long before I was here, our 
forebears understood how important it was. What 
they did. of course, through their various 
institutions over many, many years was, they 
provided, and the facilities are there today. 

H one wants to go into basements and gyms 
associated with churches, they are begging for 
activity. H one wants to go today into the 
COJDruDity cmtres in our cities, in our towns, they 
are begging for }QJth and activity. They are there. 
What is missing is not facilities, what is missing 
of course is leadership. What is missing is role 
models from the commmity, not cornmmity 
leaders such as ourselves who have accepted the 
call to be here and pass resolutions. That is easy. 
What is difficult is to find those people who are 
going to give their time and indeed who are going 
to show by example that their way of contributing 
to society is worth following. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot pass that in this House, 
and once the member, and the Liberals 
particularly, leam that, these resolutions I think 
will begin to diminish somewhat, because this is, 
in my view, doing nothing but trying to create false 
hope. It is trying to say to those-and I take very 
seriously the commitment made by the youth who 
were in attendance at that forum, because I think 
many of them probably are the ones who are 
sincerely trying to strive to find solutions. 'Ihey 
are searching and they know something is wrong. 
In their minds, this might be the solution, but 
those of us who are older should know better. We 
should know what the solution is. It is more time 
by those of us who want to give that time to the 
comonmity, and indeed, it is not as simple as 
following the resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I thought it was pretty important 
that we put forward, certainly, our party's 
comments to the extent that individuals come 
forward. Individuals from the commmity who 
either have been there or, secondly, are the role 
models or, thirdly, have programs, their time to 
offer, this government will stand in support of it. 
We have done so through Lotteries revenue, the 
same Lotteries revame the members of the Liberal 

Party particularly criticize. They say, where is it 
going? To what use is it going? 

• (1730) 

Well, Mr. Speaker, a small portion of it is going 
to the very }QJths that the resolution speaks to, yet 
tmre important than the money is the individual to 
whom you direct the very scarce resources so that 
they then can lead the community. 

Thank you very much. 

Mr. Gord Mackintosh (St. Johns): Mr. 
Speaker, I want to give just some background as to 
how I have come to conclude that the objectives 
set out in the resolution are certainly supportable, 
although I think there has to be some changes to it, 
but it is easier for one to talk to care providers and 
read books and think up all kinds of solutions to 
rising violence among our youth and rising crime. 

Shortly after I was appointed Justice critic, I 
began coosultatioos and going across the province, 
up and down, all sides of the province, meeting 
with youth to determine what they thought the 
solutions to rising violence in their generation 
were. There was a consistent theme that was not 
evident in the literature and not as evident from the 
service providers. They kept saying over and over 
again, we need a place to go and something to do. 
Over and over again, I heard that. I heard that 
from dnud1 groups. I heard that from individuals 
who were at risk. I might say, Mr. Speaker, that I 
probably met with over a thousand youth now. 
Our caucus decided that it was important that we 
reach out to youth organizations and reach out to 
individuals and go out and meet with the youth of 
the province and involve them in a real way in 
finding solutions. 

Whether it would be youth from the Youth 
Centre or from Marymound or whether it be from 
high schools or church groups, we were there and 
we listened. So the objective of the resolution is, 
I know, based on a need identified by youth 
themselves. That is, there has to be a place to go 
and something to do more than there is. 
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We think about what has happened in Manitoba 
over the last several years alone. 1be government 
has, as a priority, created these huge gambling 
casinos in working class neighbourhoods of 
Winnipeg and, by doing so, has created what now 
is in the evidence an increased risk to youth in 
Manitoba. Indeed, it just makes sense that if the 
parents are at the casino, the parents are not 
providing a nurturing relationship with the youth 
in their families. 

I believe that it is the loss of nurturing 
relationships in our families which is a key factor 
leading to what is now evident in the crime 
statistics and in the antisocial behaviour reported 
by caregivers and educators and parents and other 
people in the conmnmity and indeed by other 
youth. 

The government has created these great 
structures for gambling, enhancing the risk to 
youth, and then it says to youth: How come yw 
are in trouble? How come you are being more 
violent than your generation has been before? 

Well, there are linkages, and when the 
government goes as a priority and it creates these 
great gambling halls, it should at the same time, if 
it does see that as an objective in pursuing its 
gambling initiatives, have an obligation to provide 
services for youth. It has an obligation to use its 
ftmdraising ability and its ability to make change 
in the comrmmity in a positive way to allow such 
funding and to spur youth programs and not, as the 
Minister of Justice has said, leave the youth 
programming, such as SKY, to be funded by 
garage sales. 

We cannot have garage sale justice in Manitoba. 

Now, when we are talking about the places to go 
and the things to do for youth, the immediate 
response by adults, I suggest, has been, let us open 
up a gym somewhere. I say, well, that is a good 
first start, but we have to get way beyond 
that-way beyood that. Every time there is a 
facility that is simply a gym, there should also be 
the chem lab, there should also be the art room, 
there should also be the music room, there should 

also be the computer lab, because not every kid out 
there is inclined or wanting to get involved in 
organized sports, for example, so we have to 
expand our thinking about what kinds of facilities 
we have to encourage. 

In speaking with the youth in my community­
and I am working with youth at St. John's High 
School to establish a drop-in centre in that 
cormnmity-they are saying, we also want things 
like etq)loymeot counselling, we want other kinds 
of support services, we want help to understand 
other cballeoges that we face in the commmity and 
in our families, so we have to have multi­
dimensional, multi-service facilities. 

It was interesting in visiting Inkster School in 
my constituency not long ago, the principal said, 
you know things are not the way they have ever 
bem in this conmunity, things have changed even 
in the last couple of years, the challenges that are 
coming in the doors of that school are like never 
before. There are children in need. There are 
children at risk as never before. Things have 
changed in this province, and as I have said on 
many occasions, in no small way due to this 
government's policies on creating the conditions 
that breed crime. 

It is the policies of this government which result 
in statistics like: among the highest poverty rates 
in Canada, the highest drop-out rates in Canada, 
the highest number of children in care in Canada, 
anmg the lowest minimnm wages in Canada, that 
breed antisocial behaviour, that breed family 
breakdown. It is all related. 'There is a cause and 
e1h:t, and the government has to understand that. 

It was interesting that a youth service provider 
said to~ not long ago, I wonder how many of the 
problems that we are facing in Manitoba with 
youth right now are due to service cutbacks to 
youth only a few years ago. So it is one thing to 
deal with the sytq)toms, but the focus has to be on 
addressing the causes. 

When we look at opportunities for youth and 
places to go with something to do, I think we are 
dealing with a little bit of both. We can perhaps 
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help those }'OUih at risk. We can prevent the youth 
from falling into the at-risk category, and, at the 
s~ titre, I think we can prevent the development 
of idle time; we can develop peer groups that are 
positive. 

Now, the problem with the resolution is that it 
is so fuzzy. It says that the Legislature "urge the 
Minister of Justice (Mrs. V od.rey) and the Minister 
ofEducatioo (Mr. Manness)," I want to first of all 
deal with that. I do not know why Justice and 
Education are singled out. 

It is the respoosibility of mm.y other ministers of 
this government to deal with the challenge of 
rising }'OUih aiire and violence. For example, I do 
not understand why the Minister of Native Affairs 
(Mr. Pramik) is not listed there. I think that does 
not speak highly of the insights of the Liberal 
caucus into the needs in aboriginal conummities, 
because aboriginal comnnmities are coming down 
here. Unfortunately, that is what has to happen; 
they have to come down here. They went to the 
SAG Cooference, and they said, look what we are 
doing. We need help. Our commmities are at 
risk. 

"'(1740) 

Mr. Speaker, the resolution also neglects to put 
in there the Minister responsible for Recreation. 
But the northem, the forest camps, the Recreation 
forest camps proposal, it is critical that that be 
expanded. I think that another problem with this 
resolution is that it asks the government to wOik 
co-operatively to increase the number of youth 
drop-in centres in Manitoba. It provides no 
rncriumism by which that is to be dooe. If you are 
going to do that. let us at least suggest how you do 
it. 

Now the NDP, in its alternative throne speech, 
has proposed such a nrdJanism, Mr. Speaker, and 
that mechanism was to establish a youth places 
grant program to enable comnnmities to establish 
drop-in centres and co-ordinated activities for 
youth. It is important that there be a grant 
program, No. I, that there be monies available. 

I know, and I know the member for The Maples 
(Mr. Kowalski) knows, of the difficulty in securing 

funding, and it often does not take IWch funding 
because you can often have a co-ordinator, 
sometimes even part time, but that can spur so 
much volunteer work. It just needs the spark to 
light the fire, and other than a grant system, you 
have to enable youth participation, because the 
resolution does not rule out some adult-imposed 
programming on Manitoba's youth. 

I was at a conference on the 1st and 2nd of 
December, ·Mr. Speaker. It was under the youth 
strategy project sponsored by, I believe it was, 
federal monies. It was called Bridging the Gap, 
and it was attended by youth, many of them, most 
of them perhaps, youth at risk and service 
providers for youth. I took great advice from that 
conference, where they said time and time again: 
Empower us; let us work with you; give us 
decision making; do not put us aside and say that 
we know better; we are the ones on the front line. 
Indeed me of the greatest honours I have had since 
being elected was to be the subject of a video 
presentation at that conference, where I said, as I 
said to the students at St. John's High School, I 
will not get a youth drop-in centre for you, but I 
will work with }'OU· So the message is from youth 
to adults, do not do it for us, do it with us. So that 
has to be a part of this resolution. 

I also want to comment that, of course, the 
objectives of this resolution are a very small part 
of the solution, and I have talked about how the 
govemment has in no small way created the 
conditions which are breeding crime in this 
province. This is a very, very small part of the 
solution. 

We also, Mr. Speaker, have to look at the 
violent culture that we have created, and we as 
legislators have to be always mindful of what can 
be done to reduce the notion now apparently 
ingrained in Canadians that violence is the way to 
deal with conflict. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
member for Rupertsland (Mr. Robinson), that the 
first RESOLVED clause be amended by deleting 
the words after "urge" and substituting "the 
govemment to consider implementing the youth 
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places grant program as proposed by the NDP to 
cnsure adequate funding to spur locally controlled 
programs and places for youth throughout 
Manitoba and to ensure youth involvement in 
designing and managing the programs and places." 

Mr. Speaker: On the resolution moved by the 
honourable member for St. Johns, I am going to 
take this matter under advisement, and I will come 
back to the House with a ruling on that one. 

The honourable member for Sturgeon Creek, to 
continue debate on the resolution. 

Mr. Gerry McAlpine (Sturgeon Creek): Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to stand and to speak on 
this resolution with some reservations, of course. 
It is obvious to see what the Liberal agenda is in 
tenns of looking at the bigger picture as far as 
Manitoba is concerned when they insist on 
bringing in a resolution that is a Band-Aid issue 
rather than debate the real issues of the economy in 
this province and to allow m;y resolution to come 
forward. 

I have some real concerns about this resolution 
that the honourable member for The Maples brings 
forward. 1be real issues in this resolution we 
should be talking about are jobs. I think that jobs 
are first and foremost in this economy. I would 
ask the member for The Maples, in his tesolution, 
what the 4,000 families in Sturgeon Cleek, 
working at the air force base are going to do with 
their children when they have to move to Ottawa, 
if that is not an important issue. He would sooner 
set up a youth canre. I think he is missing sight of 
the real fact here. I think that although I have had 
some experience with youth drop-in centres, he 
goes on to give the impression that the Liberals are 
the pioneers of youth drop-in centtes. 

This is som::thing that m;y wire Jeanie and I have 
been involved in for seven and a half years. I 
think that we have had a little more experience 
than the member for 1be Maples or the member 
for Inkster (Mr. Lamoureux), as they are referred 
to in this ~esolution. 

Mr. Speaker, the member for St. Johns (Mr. 
Mackintosh) also references a very interesting 
aspect in tenns of the benefits of youth drop-in 
centres when be references crimes of youth and 
makes tefercnce to the fact the impact that lotteries 
have on the youth~ and what the youth centres 
are going to provide. I would remind the member 
for St. Johns that it was his government, his NDP 
government, under the leadership of Premier Ed 
Schreyer, that brought in the lotteries in 1973. 
They even went as far with their movement on 
lotteries to buy the sites, where the Club Regent 
and McPhillips Station are now located. I do not 
know what you would call that. 

I tealize that hypocrisy is maybe not a word in 
this House that is enjoyed by this House, but I 
camot think of any other word that we could look 
at. I think these are things that we have to really 
look at when we are talking about the real issues 
and what the impacts are going to be because 
nobody is more concerned with the youth in the 
commmity than I am, and my involvement in my 
constituency with the youth element in tenns d. 
what they are doing. To say that the IeSolution is 
going to provide the leadership-! do not know 
what they are suggesting, if you build it, they will 
come. 

• (1750) 

I think the honourable Minister of Education 
(Mr. Manness), probably in his refetence to the 
fact that the facilities that are out there today are 
not lacking in any way. Community clubs have 
facilities second to none in this city, and in many 
cases they are laying dormant and being used for 
bingos rather than youth centieS. Community 
clubs wete designed to fulfill the means d. 
providing activities for youth, and to say that this 
IeSolution is going to offi:r something for the youth 
in the commmity, I think that the member for The 
Maples (Mr. Kowalski) is sadly mistaken when he 
is suggesting through this resolution that if 
govem••" •I takes the lead that the youth are all of 
a sudden going to rally around and come to these 
youth centres, well, I can tell you that will not 
happen. 



510 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA December 14, 1994 

My experience with the youth and the 
COIIUIDlity-involvemcnt that I have had over the 
past sevm and a half years with my wife and other 
people in the commmity-bas been one where the 
community takes the responsibility rather than 
government I think that is first and foremost in 
all aspects of dealing with the real issues, because 
the commmity knows what the real issues are in 
their commmity, and they vary from one 
community to the other. 

It is interesting too, Mr. Speaker, that through 
our involvement with the young people-and they 
talk about organization and providing the 
leadership-one of the things that we do in terms 
of letting the commmity know or the young people 
know is about the drop-in centre or the youth 
reotre that we have at 1970 Ness Avenue and has 
been there for a number of years and has been 
moved from other locations. This is I think about 
the fomth location that this youth centre has been, 
and it is sponsored by the Focus on Youth 
Incorporated, which my wife and other 
conmnmity-minded people have been involved in 
over the past seven years. 

We have been involved not only with the aspect 
of voltmteering, my wife and I spend probably 
Friday and Satmday nights more often throughout 
the winter months at this youth centre than we do 
anywhere else. But I think as far as the youth are 
concerned, they tell us that if they want the 
organization to succeed, the youth are the ones that 
have to take the lead on this-not politicians, not 
teachers, not police officers, but the youth 
themselves. 

We have found that when we go to the schools 
to let the young people know that we exist-and 
we are open from 7 p.m till11 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday nights dwing the winter months-we go 
to the schools and we go through the 
administration at these schools to let the message 
out through the administration to the students that 
this is open, the students tell us that if you want 
anything to get through to the students, you do not 
go through the administration, you go through the 
student council, because if you go through the 
administration the students will not even hear it. 

They are not interested. They are interested in 
what the youth can do for themselves, and if it is 
endorsed by the youth, then they will participate, 
but they will not participate if the administration 
and governments and police offtcers are going to 
be overseeing this and controlling this. Youth 
have to take the responsibility themselves, Mr. 
Speaker. 

So when the member for The Maples (Mr. 
Kowalski) and the member for St. Johns (Mr. 
Mackintosh) suggest that by government taking 
the lead in providing this facility, putting more 
govemmcnt money, and they are not talking only 
small annmts ofmmeybere, Mr. Speaker, we are 
talking significant amounts of money, I think we 
have to address other issues before we address the 
real problem 

Certainly the youth in the COJDIDlUlity are well 
served through the activities that are in the schools 
today. We have a large number of caring teachers 
that give of their extra time, and we have 
community-minded people who give of their time 
through coaching hockey and all athletic sports, 
bingos and just places to hang out at community 
centres. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, that those are the real 
things that we have to look at, but I think it is not 
for people like the member for The Maples or the 
member for Inkster to say that this is a resolution 
that should be adopted and should provide the lead 
as far as government is concerned to provide the 
drop-in centres to give the kids a safe place to 
spend their spare time. 

There are lots of safe places for these people to 
spend their time. It is a matter of looking for it. It 
is a matter of trying to find because they do not 
have to look very far. Comnmnity clubs, 
commmity centres, schools in most areas, in any 
commmity that you want to go to would be open 
to these }'OID18 people if there was an organization 
and there was a volunteer from the comnnmity that 
would go to the schools and allow them to do 
things in the vacant gyms that are not being used 
To provide a facility, I mean, it is there for the 
taking and there for the asking. It is a matter of 
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people taking their community responsibility and 
dealing with it in a community-minded way. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am concerned when the 
m:::mber for The Maples will address a resolution, 
to think that this is going to be able to be 
accomplished through a resolution rather than 
dealing with real people and getting people 
involved, because that is really what we want to 
do, to motivate the commmity, to motivate the 
people to take the responsibility. 

As far as the member for The Maples, I 
commend him for what he has done in terms m 
setting up a drop-in centre or a C(l1DDllmity centre 
for the young people, but I hope that he will 
continue to work with the community to ensure 
that they are going to be able to take responsibility 
for that themselves rather than looking to 
govex•n•r.nt to do those things, because that is not 
what we are looking for. That is not the place for 
government. 

If he thinks that he comes into this Legislature 
to provide this kind of legislation and not allow 
the important aspects--! spent seven and a half 
years in youth drop-in centres, and I have probably 
made a greater conmitment than he has ever made 

as fur as the youth in the community are concerned 
than he will ever make. 

Maybe the m:::mber for Inkster might have some 
questions of that, but that is okay, because I hope 
that the member for Inkster will continue to 
questioo that, because we will never see eye to eye, 
because he does not understand where he is going. 
One day he is this way and another day he is that 
way. I hope that he will have some difficulty 
understanding what I am saying, because if he 
does, then I know that I am on the right track. 

That is I think what we have to do. If the 
member for Inkster and the member for The 
Maples suggest that this is going to be able to be 
achieved through a resolution, then I think we are 
on the wrong track. 

Unfortunately, it is unfair that the member-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. When this matter is 
again before the House, the honourable member 
for Stmgeon Creek will have two minutes 
mnaining. 

The hour being 6 p.m., this House is now 
adjomned and stands adjoumed until 1:30 p.m. 
tomorrow (Thursday). 
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