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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Tuesday, August 2, 1988. 

The House met at 1:30 p.m. 

PRAYERS 

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

Hon. James Downey (Minister responsible for Native 
Affairs):  I have a statement which I would like to make 
to the Assembly. I h ave copies here for Members of 
the H ouse. I will g ive the Pages an opportunity to 
distr ibute the statement before I proceed . 

M r. S peaker, it is my pleasure today to announce to 
th is  H ouse a review to assess the role and mandate 
of the Native Affa irs Secretariat . 

• lt is crucial to th is new Government and to myself, 
as M i nister responsible for Northern and N ative Affairs, 
that this review be conducted to provide the N ative 
communities with a strong voice in determin ing what 
role the N at ive Affairs Secretariat wi l l  p lay with regard 
t o  Native people and G overnment's responsibi l i ty. 

Upon taking over my new responsibi l ities, it became 
very evident from the first meetings that I had with the 
Nat ive c o mm u n it ies that ,  wh i le  the N at i ve Affa i rs 
Secretariat is now t hree years old,  we sti l l  are faced 
with q uestions that should have been answered when 
i t  was established , q uestions l ike: 

What was the original mandate of the N ative Affairs 
Secretariat? What responsibi l ities has it been carrying 
o ut? How best can the  N at ive Affa i rs Secret a riat  
accompl ish the longer-term objectives of the Native 
c o m m u n i t ies w i t h i n  M a n itoba a n d  fac i l i t ate t h e i r  
relat ionship with t h e  provincial Government? 

M r. S peaker, in order to f ind out the answers to these 
q uestions, we h ave contracted the Winn ipeg consult ing 
firm , Resource I nit iat ives Ltd . ,  to conduct this review. 

The terms of reference for th is review wi l l  cover 
certain aspects of the relationships between Native 
people and the p rovincial Government. lt is designed 
to assess: 

- the appropriateness of central izing pol icy and 
program coord ination for N ative issues; 

- the degree to which departments and agencies 
respect and respond to the centralizing of 
pol icy and program coordination; 

- the abi l ity of the N ative Affairs Secretariat to 
funct ion ,  g iven i ts  locat ion and report i n g  
relat ionship in  G overnment; and 

- the effectiveness of the Secretariat 's approach 
in maintain ing good communications with the 
Native communities. 

* ( 1335) 
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The G overn m e n t  recog n izes t h at the  N at ive 
c o m m u n i t ies  in our prov ince are exper ienc ing 
t remendous socia l  and econ o m i c  prob lems .  Th is  
G overnment desires that the role and mandate of  the 
N ative Affairs Secretariat be evaluated in  a manner 
t h at w i l l  ensure  the effec t i ve a p p l i cat ion  of t h e  
Secretariat 's  resources in  a matter consistent with this 
Government's pol icy. 

M ost importantly, this Government and I ,  as the 
M i n ister, want the Nat ive communities to participate in  
the review. 

U n t i l  t h e  Nat ive Affa irs Secretar iat has i ts  own 
mandate clearly defined , we cannot hope to improve 
the design and delivery of services to these i mportant 
citizens of our province. The review is essential if we, 
as Government, want to develop a meaningful and 
productive working relationship with the Native people 
of M anitoba. 

Mr. Herold Driedger (Niakwa): M r. S peaker, it  is 
g ra t i fy i n g  to us on t h i s  s i d e  to act u a l l y  g et t h i s  
d ocument. I th ink i n  this particular instance where we 
have a large constituency in our province that needs 
to be represented at the min isterial level i n  some 
manner, shape or form, the d i rection that the M in ister 
started to proceed is well worth noting. 

H owever, one of the things that comes i mmediately 
to m i n d  is  we h ave a c o m m e n t  t h at a Wi n n i peg 
consult ing f i rm was contracted and, further on here, 
we have also the comment that the Nat ive community 
should be participating i n  this review. I am wondering 
whether or  not perhaps the tendering process which 
might  have al lowed a group, say, from the North which 
might be a bit more understanding of some of the 
particular problems involved might not h ave been a 
better choice for th is particular study. 

With respect to the general objectives, as o pposed 
to the mandate of the Native Affairs Secretariat and 
the responsibi l ities i n  the past,  I th ink t hese are good 
q uestions that should be answered , but I bel ieve they 
could have been answered by a sl ightly d i fferent choice 
of contracting firms. 

Thank you . 

Mr. El ijah Harper (Rupertsland): I thank the Member 
for Arthur, the Honourable Min ister of Northern Affairs 
and Native Affairs (Mr. Downey), for writing a copy and 
making the announcement i n  the H ouse today. 

There is absolutely nothing in here that wi l l  benefit 
the Native people. lt  is only a study and a contract to 
Resources In it iatives to review what we h ave done. 
When they were in  Opposit ion, the Members opposite 
right now, if  they were to have asked appropriate 
q uestions as to what we were doing in  the Native 
Secretariat, we were beginning to define I n d ian self­
g overnment, beginn ing to define the relat ionship of 
I ndian people with the provincial Government and the 
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constitutional responsibi l it ies that the I ndian people had 
and still h ave with the provincial G overnment and also 
with the major pr imary responsib i l ity of the federal 
Government. We were beg inn ing to negotiate with the 
Bands, the gaming boundaries, the natural resources, 
the t reaty obl igations of the federal Government. 

* ( 1 340) 

We were b eg i n n i n g  to t a c k l e  o ther  issues ,  t h e  
education opportunit ies that a s  a provincial Government 
we h ave responsib i l it ies for the I ndian people in the 
Province of M an itoba. 

Also we were beginn ing to discuss the Metis people 
with the q uest ion of self-government, and there was 
a tripartite discussion established, an agreement signed 
with the Metis people. We also provided funding for 
the Metis people, but i t  takes a long time for aboriginal 
people to become involved. I might say, remind  the 
Mem bers i n  th is H ouse, it  was only a few years that 
the first t ime Indian people were g iven the r ight to vote 
and become involved . 

An Honourable Member: By John Diefenbaker. 

Mr. Harp er :  By J o h n  D iefe n bake r. I t h a n k  t h e  
Member- for  Diefenbaker. I always say that was the 
last t ime that t hey were progressive. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Harper: l t  is  sad i n  th is House that the aborig inal 
people, the f irst people in th is country, sti l l  h ave to beg 
and extend their hand out tor participation i n  th is 
country. There is nothing new i n  th is document that 
the Member has presented . lt is just a review of what 
the G overnment should be doing.  

Later on dur ing the day, I w i l l  be g iv ing a speech 
and  m aybe g iv ing  some recommendat ions  to t h i s  
M i nister. I know he has been t ravel l ing i n  t h e  N orth, 
and I hope he is  l istening to the Ind ian people and also 
the Northern Affairs community as to what the problems 
are. The fact of the matter is that they are in  Government 
and i t  is h is chance. He has a golden opportunity, as 
he always said ,  to do someth ing .  This is  his chance. 
I wi l l  see whether he is doing h is job or  whether h is  
goal is  br inging money to h is  Conservative friends. 

Hon.  Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): As 
required under Section 65( 1 )  and 65(2) of The Legislative 
Assembly Act, I would like to table a report of amounts 
paid to Members of the Assembly, for the year ending 
M arch 3 1 ,  1 988. 

• ( 1345) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Hon. James McCrae (Attorney-General)  i ntroduced , 
by leave, Bi l ls  No .  1 0 ,  The Court of Queen's Bench 
Act; Loi sur la Cour du Banc de la Reine; No.  1 1 ,  The 
C h i l d  Custody Enforcement Amendment  Act; Lo i  
modifiant la  Lo i  sur  !'execution des  ordonnances de 
garde; and No. 1 2, The Statute Law Amendment Act 
( 1 988); Loi de 1 988 modifiant d iverses d isposit ions 
legis latives. 
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ORAL QUESTION PERIOD 

Man. Lotteries Foundation 
Board Replacements 

Mrs. S haron Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
M r. Speaker, my question is directed to the First M i nister 
(Mr. F i lmon). 

T h e  G overn ment c o n t i n ues to make w h o lesa le  
replacement of Government boards wi th  their own 
appointees. I ndeed, Friday around here is becoming 
f ir ing day. Either we fire Deputy Ministers or we fire 
boards. Yet the Deputy Premier (Mr. Cummings) of this 
same G overnment told this House last Wednesday that 
the criteria for going on boards in this Government wi l l  
be their ability. 

I ask the First M i nister: Of those 1 0  people removed 
from the Lotteries Foundation last Friday, was there 
not a s ing le one with abi l ity? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Executive Council):  M r. S peaker, � 
the Leader of the Opposition (Mrs. Carstai rs) knows � 
full well, coming from a Liberal Party that prided itself 
in  putt ing its members, particularly its Manitoba-! th ink 
that at one t ime i n  the 1 970s, every l iv ing,  breath ing 
Liberal i n  Manitoba was on some board or commission 
of the federal G overnment. N ow we did not agree with 
that. 

We bel ieve i n  putting people with experience and 
people with abi l ity o n  boards and commissions. As a 
consequence, we are examining al l  the boards and 
commissions with in  our purview. We are i ndeed putting 
people of abi l ity, people with experience, and people 
who have the knowledge and the know-how to give 
those boards the opportunity to perform well u nder 
our  jurisdict ion . 

We recognize that they must be people with abi l ity 
and experience because, as those boards are operated, 
our Government will be responsible for the results. We 
take that responsi b i l ity; we take it seriously. We are 
examin ing all of the appointments and ensuring that 
they are people who represent all of Manitoba, all the 
various backgrounds and experiences, men and women 
of abi l ity to be put on those boards so that they wi l l  
do a good job on behalf of the people of Manitoba. 

Mrs. Carstairs: A supplementary q uestion to the First 
M i n ister ( M r. Fi lmon).  

I n  that the Lotteries Foundation was undergoing a 
major needs assessment, can the First Min ister tel l the 
House why he would remove the total cont inu ity of this 
board in  order to make al l  of these replacements? 

Mr. Filmon: To begin with, Mr. Speaker, there were 
two people who were left on the board. Indeed , if  it is 
a quest ion of just some continuity, that is f ine, but there 
is a needs assessment study being done on behalf of 
the Lotteries Commission and the M inister responsible 
for Lotteries (Mrs. M itchelson), and we wi l l  be basing 
our future policy judgments and d i rections based on 
that needs assessment study. 

That needs assessment study is not dependent on 
who are the members of the board of the Lotteries 
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Foundation. lt  is dependent on Government pol icy and 
the information that is produced i n  that study. So we 
are going to be proceed ing with i t .  lt does not requ i re 
t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  p resence of t h e  1 2  f o r m e r  N D P  
appointees to that board to ensure that the needs 
assessment study is properly dealt with by Government. 
We wil l do that, M r. S peaker, and there is  no  q uestion 
about it 

* ( 1 350) 

Mrs. Carstairs: A supplementary q uestion to the First 
Minister ( M r. Fi lmon).  

In  that one of the pr imary functions of a Board of 
D irectors is to appoint new chief executive officers, 
when is this G overnment going to announce that they 
have also wholesale slaughtered al l  of the chief CEOs 
in this province? 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh! 

� Mr. Filmon: M r. Speaker, I regret the inf lammatory 
' words and rhetoric that are being put forward by the 

Leader of the Opposit ion (Mrs. Carstairs). I know that 
she is hurt ing.  She wants some attention and publ icity. 
She is being out-done by the New Democrats in  th is 
Legislature, and she is try ing to create a major issue 
where none exists. 

We said, M r. Speaker, that we woul d  m ove in a 
cautious, in an orderly, in a wel l-considered , and a wel l ­
reasoned fashion. As a consequence . 

Mr. Reg Alcock (Opposition House leader): M r. 
S peaker, on a point of order. 

1 do not th ink the First M in ister ( M r. F i lmon) should 
be imputing the motives of my Leader. 

Mr. filmon: Clearly, the Leader of the Opposit ion 's  
(Mrs. Carstairs) words speak for themselves. When she 
uses terms l ike "slaughter,"  she deserves to be accused 
of exactly what she is  doing,  or she deserves to have 
it pointed out to the public just what she is doing.  That 
kind of inflammatory use of words is designed to get 
her the attention that she is not gett ing and does not 
deserve. 

Community Places Programs 
Grants 

Mrs.  Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition): 
Mr. S peaker, we wi l l  return to a more intellectual 
d iscussion, hopeful ly.- ( Interjection)- it is a new question 
t o  the Premier (Mr. Fi lmon).  

The P remier was very qu ick to condemn the Jobs 
Fund and the Community Places Program as slush 
funds for a prior NDP Government. Yet it  now appears 
that the Premier is following exactly the same procedu re 
i n  that the new Community Places g rants certain ly  
favour Conservative r idings over those held by Members 
on th is side of the H ouse. 

1 ask the First M inister (Mr. Fi lmon) ,  i f  he will l isten 
instead of debat ing,  why he continues to fol low the 
poor example set by his predecessors. 

21 1 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Executive Council): To begin with, 
M r. Speaker, if we wanted intel lectual d iscussion in  this 
H ouse ,  then the Leader of  the O p p o s i t i o n  ( M rs .  
Carstairs) should s i t  down a n d  iet somebody else ask 
the questions. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. Oral  Question Period is 
a t ime for asking the House q uestions and gett ing their 
answers, and I wish al l  Honourable Members would 
appreciate that. 

Mr. Filmon: Good point, M r. S peaker, and I appreciate 
your cal l ing that to my attention. 

I n  response to the question that the Leader of the 
O p pos i t ion  ( M rs .  Carstairs) asked concern i n g  the  
C o m m u n i ty  P laces Prog ram, we were very, very 
concerned that the Community P laces Program ought 
not to be used as a slush fund .  As a consequence, we 
set cert a i n  ru les  d own for  the a p p roval  o f  any  
appl ications under the  Community Places Program. One 
of them was that we would  fol low the criteria that had 
been establ ished for that program by the former N D P  
administrat ion.  We would n o t  use them a s  purely a 
po l i t ica l  means of grant ing  funds  to groups t h at 
supported the polit ical party in power, which is what 
the New Democrats did when they were in  Government. 

We ensured that, fi rst and foremost, every single 
appl ication had to meet the criteria that were set down 
for the program by the former administrat ion,  and that 
indeed we have kept our word on .  That is exactly what 
we have done. 

Secondly, we ensured that the f inal decisions wou ld  
be based on recommendations f rom staff, from non­
political staff who are civi l  servants, who have absolutely 
nothing to do pol itically with this administrat ion.  So 
every single one of the applications that was approved 
was recommended by staff, non-polit ical staff. We have 
stuck to that criteria as wel l .  As a result, the applications 
came through and the appl ications were analyzed by 
staff. The recommendations were made by staff to the 
M i nister and they were approved by our Government. 
We see nothing wrong with that, because we have stuck 
to the criteria and we have al lowed the analysis to be 
done i ndependently by non-pol it ical staff. We believe 
that is the way the program ought to be. 

* ( 1 355) 

Boards & Senior Civil Servants 
Hiring/Firing Criteria 

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (leader of the Opposition): 
A supplementary question to the Fi rst M i n ister (Mr. 
F i lm on). 

I n  that many senior staff are being removed from 
this Government,  does it  not appear log ical to the Fi rst 
M in ister that they would  obviously recommend g rants 
to r idings presently held by the Conservatives in order 
to keep their jobs? 

Hon. Gary Filmon (Executive Council) :  M r. Speaker, 
to begin with ,  there are not that many senior staff having 
been removed by this adm i nistrat ion.  
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Mr. Paul Edwards (St. James): Not yet . 

Mr. Filmon: If the Member for St. James (Mr. Edwards) 
has i nformatio n  that I do n ot have, let him bring it 
forward. He seems to know everyth ing about everything 
that goes o n  here. He  seems to know a great deal more 
than h is  Leader. 

There has not been any wholesale change of sen ior 
staff. There have been careful ly considered moves and 
measures taken where we bel ieve, after giving it due 
care and attent ion,  an opportun i ty to see whether or  
not a good relat ionship cou ld  be affected by people 
who, I might say, many people identif ied pub l icly in  the 
media ,  saying these were o bvious pol it ical appointees 
c l ose ly  t i e d  to t h e  f o r m e r  N ew Dem ocrat i c  
adm i nistrat ion.  

Did we i m m e d i ate ly m o ve in and remove t h e m  
because of their former t ies? No.  I spoke with every 
single Deputy M i nister and said ,  on a face-to-face basis, 
that we will g ive them an opportun ity to establ ish a 
good meaningful working relationship with their M inister 
and,  on ly after that, would we make any analysis or  
judgment on the i r  suitabi l ity to continue to serve th is  
administration as senior offic ials i n  Government. Only 
after then d id  we make a number of moves to remove 
a few senior people in th is adm i nistration and there 
have not been that many, M r. Speaker. We are fol lowing 
a careful ly considered p lan t o  form good Government 
i n  Manitoba, the kind of Government that we have been 
lacking for six-and-a-half years. 

Mrs.  Carstairs: With a f inal supplementary to the Fi rst 
M i nister (Mr. Fi lmon).  

I n  th is spir it of openness and cooperat ion ,  would the 
Premier p lease table i n  th is H ouse the cr iter ia under 
which boards and senior civ i l  servants are both fired 
and h i red in  this province? 

Mr. Fi lmon: Very s imply, M r. Speaker, they are to serve 
the people of Manitoba to the very best possible extent 
with the best of their abi l it ies at all t imes when they 
are work ing for th is  Government.  

Manfor Ltd.- Divestiture 

Mr. Gary Doer (Leader of the Second Opposition): 
The Government has stated that they are going to divest 
Manfor. My question is to the Min ister responsible for 
the d ivest iture of Manfor (Mr. Manness). 

Could the Min ister please out l ine to this H ouse and 
indeed Man itobans what condit ions the Government 
has established for the d ivestiture of this very important 
enterprise in th is province? 

Hon. C layton Manness ( M i n ister responsible for 
Manfor) :  In response to the quest ion,  the criteria in 
p lace at this point i n  time has not changed sign ificantly 
from that left i n  p lace by the former Government.  We 
are very concerned a n d  want i n g  t o  see a m aj or 
commitment of new capital to The Pas area. We want 
to  see a maintenance of the workforce, and we want 
to see a maintenance of the stabi l ity of the community. 
After that, we want the best dol lar possible for the plant 
in quest ion.  

212 

* (1400) 

Mr. Doer: The criteria are excel lent ones that were 
outl ined by the former Min ister. 

I w o u l d  ask t h e  M i n i ster  res p o n s i b le for  t h e  
d ivest i t ure: I s  t h e  forestry c u t t i n g  area o n  t h e  
bargain ing table with any o f  t h e  firms that he is  now 
negotiat ing with? 

Mr. Manness: The cutt ing area, of course, is  one 
element of the total  package, as it was when the former 
Government was try ing to negotiate. I do not k now 
how it  is that you can produce lumber or you can 
produce pulp without having trees and, therefore, having 
access to a cutt ing area. 

Mr. Doer: Mr. S peaker, we certainly do  not th ink we 
should be cute on  a very major issue. We al l  k now the 
experience f rom Saskatchewan w i th  the abso l ute 
scandal  i n  the g iveaway i n  the sale of that  company 
i n  the Province of Saskatchewan ,  the Pulp and Paper 
Company. � 

My question is very simple to the Minister responsible. 
Are you looking at expanding or changing the forest 
recutt ing area as part of the negotiations with the 
divest i ture of M anfor? We al l  recognize that forestry 
area is  owned by Man itobans. I am asking the M i nister 
whether the size and the locat ion of the forestry area 
is on the table from the exist ing Manfor cut area. 

Mr. Manness: M r. S peaker, the basic cutt ing area is 
what is  basical ly being u nder d iscussion right now. The 
variat ions from it are part of negotiat ions. I must say 
that the degree to which negotiations are being d irected 
towards add it ional  cutt ing area is most secondary to 
the whole d iscussion .  

Mr. Doer: l t  may be secondary to the Min ister, but it 
is certainly n ot secondary to Manitobans who own the 
forestry areas. 

I would ask the M i nister whether he is going to 
negotiate away, as part of the sale and d ivestiture of 
M anfor, an expanded cutting area or a change in  cutt ing 
area that can be particu larly i n  confl ict with other 
developments that are going on in the aspen area of 
Manitoba. 

Mr. Manness: This Government is not negotiat ing 
anyth ing away. As I have said ,  and I wi l l  reiterate, at 
th is point in t ime it is under heavy negotiat ion.  We are 
looking at a number of alternatives and not every firm 
is looking at the same cutting area. Of course, the 
Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Doer) is obviously aware 
of that. 

Man. Cttee. on Wife Abuse 
Funding 

Mrs.  Gwe n C ha r le s  (Se l k i r k ) :  M r. Speaker, my 
quest ion is to the M i n ister of Community Services (Mrs. 
Oleson). 

Considering the lack of response by the M in ister on 
Friday as to th is  G overnment's pol icy i n  support of  wife 

-
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abuse centres, wi l l  the M i nister table in th is H ouse the 
report of the Manitoba Committee on Wife Abuse and 
g uarantee th is  House that support wi l l  be g iven and 
ensured to some umbrel la g roups such as th is which 
wil l  be able to set standards, p rovide support and lobby 
for wife abuse centres in th is province? 

H o n .  C har lot te Oleson ( M i n ister  of Comm u n i t y  
Services): M r. Speaker, fi rst o f  al l ,  I would  have t o  
d isagree with t h e  premise that w e  are ignor ing the 
subject of wife abuse in  th is Government. l t  i s  a very 
i mportant subject to this Government and I am happy 
that the Opposition is  concerned and i nterested. I wi l l  
ask for their support when we table before th is H ouse 
our very interest ing and valuable i nit iatives to do with 
women's  issues later on after the Budget. 

With regard to the report, which is  at this point a 
d raft report, I th ink it is i mportant that we make sure 
that the f inal report deals very fair ly with the group 
i nvolved . There were concerns raised by the Committee 
on Wife Abuse about the d raft report and , as I say, I � want to make sure that the f inal report deals with those 
issues fairly. 

Rural Crisis Shelter - Funding 

Mrs. Gwen C harles (Selkirk): The M in ister was q uick 
to report to this House on Friday that funding was to 
be released immediately for the Selk irk Wife Abuse 
Centre. H owever, d oes th is M in ister realize that th is 
funding does not cover the shelter itself, as it is  classified 
as a non-residential shelter, even though 1 ,000 bed 
n ights in  its first months were g iven?  Wil l  the M i nister 
commit this Government to the support of women and 
children in  need in  rural Manitoba areas such as Selk irk? 

Hon .  C harlotte O l eson ( M i n i ster of Comm u n i t y  
Services): Absolutely. We h ave said t i m e  a n d  again 
that we wi l l  support i n it iat ives in that regard i n  a l l  parts 
of the province. 

With regard to Selk i rk ,  I wil l look at that particular 
faci lity more closely. The Member should real ize though ,  
that these are per d i e m s  that are paid on behalf of the 
shelter, as far as I k now. But i f  I am i n  error in  that, 
I wi l l  look at the particular one about Selkirk and return 
with an answer to the Member. 

M r s .  C har les: A g a i n  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r, espec i a l l y  
considering that there is a d i fference i n  pay support 
for shelter support staff between rural and urban 
centres, wi l l  the M in ister i nd icate her support of pay 
equity and fund counsellors and support staff work ing 
i n  wife abuse centres at an appropriate rate? 

M rs. Oleso n: We a re l o o k i n g  at a l l  aspects o f  
remuneration t o  workers, a n d  that wi l l  b e  part o f  the 
review. 

Crisis Shelter - The Pas 

Hon. James McCrae (Attorney-General): On Friday 
l ast , the H onourable Member for Selk irk ( M rs. Charles) 
raised a couple of questions. I told her that I would  

213 

look into those situations and get  back to her just as 
quickly as I could .  

The H on o u r a b l e  M e m ber  referred f i rst  to  the  
Committee for Chi ldren and Wives in  Crisis at  The Pas, 
having been notified that no longer wi l l  the pol ice 
detachment there interview women who are will ing to 
press charges against abusive spouses in  the protective 
environment of the shelter. I wonder if perhaps the 
proximation of the H onourable Member i n  th is place 
to the Honourable Member for St. James ( M r. Edwards) 
is  not the problem. The fact is  that there has been no 
d i rective to personnel at The Pas detachment instructing 
members not to interview women at the women 's 
shelter. I f  the Honourable Member for  Selk i rk  has a 
specific case that she would  l ike to d iscuss with me, 
I woul d  be more than happy to talk her. 

The other point raised by the H onourable Member 
was that the RCM P  will n ot accompany women who 
have escaped dangerous fami ly  situat ions but must 
return to pick up clothes, medicat ion,  or ch i ldren 's  
needs. H ere agai n ,  the practice with  the RCM P that  is  
usually fol lowed is  that ,  i f  belongings are needed , the 
RCMP renders whatever assistance is  needed or they 
h ave another agency or a friend assist. I n  th is case 
also, i f  the Honourable Member has a specific problem 
that we can get to work solving ,  I woul d  l i ke to hear 
about it. 

ManOil - Divestiture 

Mr. Herold Driedger (Niakwa): My question is for the 
H onourable M inister of the M an itoba Oi l  and Gas 
Corporation ( M r. Downey). 

On Wednesday of last week,  the M i n ister tabled the 
annual  report of that corporat ion.  The fol lowing day, 
the media reported that the l osses shown on th is report 
j ustified its d ivestiture. 

The reported l osses of $244,000 is  a paper loss, 
entirely offset by increased reserves p roved out dur ing 
the same fiscal year. I n  truth,  the company's positive 
cash flow for the very first t ime in its h istory show that 
operations are in fact very satisfactory. 

My question is:  Why is th is  M in ister contemplat ing 
g iv ing away a very valu a b l e  resource,  a val uab le  
provincial asset based upon h is  m isreading of  th is 
f inancial report? 

Hon. James Downey (Minister responsible for The 
Manitoba Oil and Gas Corporation Act): I am having 
some d i fficulty in  fol lowing the pol icies and d irective 
of the L iberal caucus, un less it is g iven by their Leader. 
I th ink they are picking it u p  from the Leader, being 
able to turn d irections whenever i t  seems appropriate. 

The Member should be wel l  aware of the fact that 
there is an addit ional interest cost that is not taken 
into account of the M anitoba Oil and Gas Corporation 
of some several hundreds of thousands of do l lars that 
d o  not show up in  the report.  The fact that the reports 
have annual ly shown major  losses, the fact that we 
campaigned on the pol icy of gett ing r id  of it because 
it is l o s i n g  e n o r m o u s  a m o u nts  of m oney for t h e  
taxpayers, that is t h e  reason why w e  are going to  divest 
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of it. We are going to l ive up to that commitment i n  a 
responsible manner. 

Mr. Driedger: Since the M i n ister is determined to go 
t hrough with this sale at this t ime,  why did he appoint 
a board or why was a board appointed, including oi l  
company officials to include th is d ivestiture, s ince th is 
company is actually an extremely valuable potential 
asset for t hese very same oil companies? 

Mr. Downey: M r. Speaker, I am having a d ifficult  t ime 
in u n d erstan d i ng the q u e st i o n  from the M e m ber  
i n dicat ing why  we would have o i l  people involved on 
the board of d ivest ing an o i l  company. 

I can assure you that I h ave been assured by all 
board members that their i nterests are Manitoba o i l  
and gas, not i n  any way shape or  form involved i n  the 
takeover or the purchase of Manitoba Oil  and G as 
p roperties. I have been g iven that assurance and I can 
say this to the Honourable Member and to this House, 
I wi l l  assure that i s  not the case. lt  is experienced , it 
is to look after the wel l-bein g  of the taxpayers for a 
change, something that has not happened over the last 
s ix years of the Government of M anitoba. 

Mr. H. Driedger: I thank the M in ister for that answer. 
I n  v iew of t h e  fact  t h o u g h  t hat t h i s  p a rt i c u l a r  
south weste r n  a r e a  of  M a n i t o b a  i s  suffe r i n g  t w o  
part icular devastat ing economic problems, o n e  which 
i s  the drought and the other one which is a downturn 
i n  the eco n o m i c  act iv i ty  d u e  t o  o i l  p r i ces be i n g  
depressed across the world ,  has th is  M i n ister not been 
just perhaps a l ittle bit hasty in cal l ing for the divestiture 
of a significant employer in th is  southwestern corner 
of the province, particuarly since retent ion of this 
particular employer might ease the temporary transition 
to better economic t imes i n  th is  area of the province? 

* ( 1 4 10 )  

Mr. Downey: M r. Speaker, how quick the  Mem ber is  
prepared to fall i n to  the k ind of rhetoric that the  former 
admin istrat ion had . 

I have a very d ifficult t ime. I represent the southwest 
corner of the province, and I h ave yet to see any major 
economic benefit come from Man itoba Oi l  and G as 
Corporat ion.  I n  fact , to put it on the record , I bel ieve 
we have one employee per o i l  wel l .  Now that, I say, is 
asking the taxpayers to subsid ize employment in the 
o i l  patch . 

I cann ot f igure the Liberal Party out. They are u pset 
about us d ivest ing Manitoba Oi l  and Gas, which had 
a very few employees. Yet they are advocates of sel l ing 
M cKenzie Seeds where some 1 60 people are work ing .  
M r. Speaker, I cannot u nderstand the Liberal pol icy, 
and I wi l l  try to do so over the next few weeks. 

Worker Representation - Health 
Care Boards 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Churchil l): M r. Speaker, my question 
is to the M i nister of Health ( M r. Orchard). 

There are a number of boards for which the M in ister 
has responsib i l ity that have on those boards posit ions 
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that have been identified as being occupied by worker 
representatives. These positions were identified as such 
and held for employees because it was felt that, with 
their u n ique perspective and detailed knowledge of the 
workplace, they could provide valuable insights and 
i nformat i o n ,  advice and suggest ions d u r i n g  board 
d iscussions. 

My quest ion to the M i n ister is:  Wil l  he be cont inu ing 
the practice of placing worker representatives so that 
working people in our health care facil it ies can continue 
to provide useful advice and suggestions at the h ighest 
level of decision-making within the health care fac i l it ies 
in the Province of Manitoba? 

Hon. Donald  Orc hard ( M i n ister o f  Hea lt h ): M r. 
S peaker, the pol icy of having worker representat ion on 
various health care boards is  one considerably under 
d iscuss ion by myself and by th is Govern ment.  

I would l ike to suggest to the Honourable Member 
for Churchi l l  (Mr. Cowan) that, if he were to view the 
rep lace m e n t s  on t h e  M a n i t o b a  H e a l t h  Serv ices � 
Commission Board , he wi l l  f ind that a replacement of , 

worker representation was made by people who are 
active in the nursing field and have u nderstanding of 
the issues facing health care in Manitoba. 

Mr. Cowan: M r. Speaker, that is exactly my point. In 
the past, these positions have been appointed and 
maintained -and that is the i mportant part - both 
appointed and maintained in  ful l  consultation and 
cooperation with representatives of the employees and, 
where u n ions existed , with the representatives of the 
u nions themselves. 

Can the M i nister indicate if he has changed that policy 
w i t h  regard t o  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  of worker  
representatives on those boards for  which he holds 
responsib i l ity? 

Mr. Orchard: As changes are made from time to t ime 
to boards under my purview in the health care f ield,  
the Member for Churchi l l  (Mr. Cowan) may judge 
whether we have maintained worker representation on 
the boards, and I am sure that the Member for Churchi l l  
might well be pleasantly surprised at the advent of 
worker representat ion on  the boards. 

Mr. Cowan: I assure the M i n ister that I was not 
p leasantly surprised at all, but I was appalled when I 
learned that the M i n ister last n ight ,  late last evening ,  
had fired two worker representatives on the Cancer 
Foundat ion and Research Treatment Board . He d id  so, 
at least in one instance for certain and perhaps i n  both 
instances, without consultat ion with the un ions who, in 
t h e  f i rst p l ace ,  rec o m m e n d e d  t h at t h ose worker 
representatives be appointed to the board . 

G iven the earl ier comments by the First M in ister, by 
the Premier ( M r. F i lmon), that the appointment of 
ind ividuals to boards be based on those i nd ividual 
merits,  my question to the M i n ister of Health (Mr.  
Orchard) is: Can he indicate what deficiencies he found 
i n  those two ind ividuals, in  the work of those two 
ind ividuals, that would  requ i re him to fire those two 
ind ividuals from the board without consultat ion and in  
a very arbitrary and unfair fashion? 
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Mr. Orchard: The Honourable Member is making the 
position that, to be an effective worker representative 
on any g iven board , one must be a union member. 
There are many people, both union and non-union,  
member or  otherwise of a un ion ,  who can offer the ir  
v iews and opin ions as to working condit ions, d i rection 
of various boards and various organizations on which 
they wi l l  be asked to serve. The preoccupation with 
h aving u n i o n  leaders h i p  on boards  i s  n ot a 
preoccupat ion we share because not always does a 
union representative have to be on the board when 
someone work ing within the health care f ield, un ion or 
non-u n i o n ,  can provide the  same k i n d  of worker  
responsib i l ity i n  a very effective and very d i l igent way. 

livestock Producers - Greenfeed 
Program 

Mr. lau rie Evans ( fort Garry): G iven the fact that the 
1 988 d rought is  very widespread and includes not only 
the Prair ie provinces but also much of eastern Canada 
and a good portion of the G reat Plains in  the U nited 
States, and this had led to a very competitive situation 
as far as feed grains and fodder is concerned , what 
action is  the M i n ister prepared to take to ensure that 
M anitoba l ivestock producers are in a competitive 
posit ion with buyers from out of province? 

Hon.  Glen findiay (Minister of Agriculture) :  Certainly  
reports f rom the department ind icate that we are go ing 
to have about  two-th i rds  to 70 percent of a crop th is  
year so there wi l l  be adequate feed grain. There is 
adequate forage being obtained from the fields this 
year. The first cut of hay was only so-so, the second 
cut looks better i n  some places. S lough hay quantit ies 
are qu ite good in major parts of the province. The 
Greenfeed P rogram has approximately 6,000 people 
signed up,  which wi l l  produce about a third of the forage 
for the Province of Manitoba th is year. 

The Member is referring to the Manitoba producers 
being competitive. The per-head payment wil l  be coming 
out in  the coming months to help producers purchase 
feed i f  that is  what they h ave to do. 

Mr. IEvan s :  The q uest i o n  that I wou l d  ask as  a 
supplementary to the Minister then: Is any action being 
taken to provide money to our producers up front rather 
than them having to wait unt i l  October because, as I 
understand i t ,  American producers are coming in and 
are able to get reimbursed i mmediately upon their  
receipt.  

1\/!r. findlay: I understand that the American producers 
have to present a receipt , so i t  will take some time for 
them to get their money too. We had d iscussions with 
producer organizations in the p rocess of developing 
this program and no  producer organization requested 
that at that t ime,  so I assume that they wanted the 
program run the way it is  set up .  

Mr. Evans: A final supplementary to the  same Minister 
and it relates to the G reenfeed Program. 

I am very pleased to hear that there are 600 , 000 
acres e n r o l l ed or 700 , 0 0 0 ,  t h e  m o re t h e  better  
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o bviously- 600,000 acres -(Interjection)- N o ,  but I 
bel ieve, in the Minister's address last week,  he was 
contemplating something between 400,000 and 500,000 
acres. Wel l ,  I wil l  certain ly rely on the M inister 's  figures 
for that. 

I am concerned as to what action is being taken to 
ensure, first of all , that Manitoba producers are aware 
of the avai labi l ity and the quantity of the greenfeed 
and , secondly, that they wil l  be a posit ion to be 
competit ive in terms of the purchase of that feed when 
it does become avai lable. 

Mr. Findlay: With regard to the avai labi l ity of quantity, 
there  is a l i s t i n g  serv ice t h r o u g h  t h e  M an i toba 
Department of Agriculture, through our Ag Rep offices, 
which has been in  place for over a month now where 
people who want feed can go there and put their request 
in .  Those who have it for sale, whether they are a grain 
producer or  a cattle producer, they can l ist it there. 
United G rain G rowers also has a l ist ing service. So we 
are trying to do whatever we can to match up availabi l ity 
with requ i rement. 

• ( 1 420) 

Hazardous Waste - Gov't Policy 

Mr. Jerry Storie (flin Flon): My question is for the 
M i n i ster  of  the E n v i r o n ment  ( M r. C o n nery) . ­
( lnterject ion)- The Liberal Members on the backbench 
may bel ieve this is a red herring .  I do not th ink that 
concern over the environment or workers' health is 
ever a red herring.  I k now that the people i n  Fl in Flon , 
particularly the people working at H BM&S, are anxiously 
await ing the tabling of the report from the M i nister of 
Environment with respect to the content both of the 
sludge that was imported from the United States and 
the Dow waste. 

H owever, there are other pol icy questions I th ink that 
need to be addressed by this M inister. My specific 
quest ion  to the M i n ister of the Env i ronment  ( M r. 
Connery) is: Does H BM&S have a l icence to process 
the waste in quest ion? 

Hon. E dward Connery (Minister of Environment, 
Work place Safety and Health): The Member should 
know, because they h ad del ivered to them on Friday, 
copies of the Clean Environment l icence. The l icences 
refer only to emissions. There is  nothing in  a l icence 
requ i red for input .  lt is emissions in  the form of whether 
i t  be water, the heavy metals, or tai l ings,  o r  in-air 
emissions. That is  the content of the licence. 

Mr. Storie: M r. S peaker, that question belies the whole 
approach to this Government that is inact ivity, inabil ity 
to make appropriate decisions. We are not talk ing about 
the p rocessing of ore here in  which the in it ial l icence 
to H B M &S contem p l ated. We are t a l k i n g  about  
p rocessing waste. The  Clean Environment Commission 
clearly g ives the M i nister the responsib i l ity to issue the 
appropriate l icences. lt also g ives the Minister the power 
to request publ ic  hearings. 

M y  question is to the M i nister of the Environment: 
Wi l l  the M i n ister requ i re public hearings to be held so 
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that people in F l in  Flon can have the appropriate 
i n formation about the contents of the sludge and the 
contents of the Dow shipments to F l in  Flon so that 
they may make their comment about the policy which 
is  go ing to affect their l ives? 

Mr. Connery: The concern over the environment i n  
F l i n  Flon is i n  t h e  Legislature being raised b y  t h e  N . D. 
Party to put scare tactics i n .  I h ave talked to the labour 
u n ion  people i n  Fl in Fion and they are not concerned . 

POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. Jay Cowan (Second Opposition House leader): 
On a point of order, M r. Speaker. We have to stand 
u p  on  every occasion and put a stop to the Conservative 
G overn m e n t  o n  every occas i o n  t ry i n g  to d ef lect  
attention from their  own i nadequacies, from their own 
inab i l ity to deal with an issue and from their own 
ignorance by i mputing motives. The NDP Opposit ion 
i s  the on ly  Opposit ion that  is br ing ing th is m atter 
forward to the Legislature, and we are doing so because 
i t  is a matter of g rave concern, not only to us as 
legislators who have a responsib i l ity to the public but 
to the publ ic i n  F l in  Flon , to the publ ic i n  northern 
M anitoba, to the workers there. lt  should be a concern 
to the Government  and to the genera l  p u b l i c  of 
M anitoba if we are going to beg in  to process waste in 
this back-door way. 

So the quest ion that was asked the M i nister is a 
quest ion that was asked with a s incere desire for 
i nformation ,  and I would ask that he withdraw any 
i mputat ion of motives that we are doing anyth ing less 
than the honourable th ing in asking these q uestions i n  
a s incere desire t o  see a better province and not a 
desire to scare anyone. They are the ones who are 
scar ing people because, qu ite frankly, if I had to rely 
on them for i nformat ion in protect ing the environment,  
I would be scared as wel l .  

M r. S peaker:  Order, p l e ase.  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  
G overnment House Leader. 

Hon .  James McCrae (Government House leader): 
Mr. S peaker, I w i l l  attempt to be brief. The Honourable 
M e m ber  for  F l i n  F l i n  ( M r. S t o r i e )  was g iven an 
opportunity to ask h is q uest ion and,  under the guise 
of a point of order, the Honourable Member for Churchi l l  
( M r. Cowan) embel l ishes and uses the opportun ity to 
make a speech on  the issue. I suggest that Honourable 
Member, of al l  people i n  this House ,  knows fu l l  wel l  
that a point of order is not  the t ime to engage i n  debate. 
That is exactly what we have here is a d ifference of 
opin ion between two Honourable Members. 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. 

Mr. Cowan: On the point of order, Mr. Speaker, it is 
very clear that, i n  my reference to the point of order, 
i identified what I bel ieved to be a violation of the rules 
and that was i mputat ion of motives and asked for . 

Mr. S peaker: Order, please; order, p lease. 
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To ail Honourable Members on the point of order, 
when a person is rais ing a point ol order, I would 
s incerely hope that al l  Honourable Members would 
make strict relevance to the fact of that point of order. 
The Honourable Member for Churchi l l  (Mr. Cowan) on 
imput ing of motives, I d id  hear a comment, one rem ark, 
to that effect. We are not here to enter into debate, 
this is Quest ion Period. Therefore -(Interjection)- excuse 
me. I w i l l  peruse Hansard . The Honourable Member 
for Church i l l  is sitt ing qu ite close to the Honourable 
M i n ister, but I wi l l  peruse H ansard and I wi l l  come back 
and report to the House. 

The Honourable Member for Flin Fion (Mr. Storie). 

Mr. Storie: M r. Speaker, I have a further quest ion to 
the M i n ister for Environment (M r. Cannery). In the 
M i nister for Environment's-

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable M i n ister, 
on a point of order? 

An Honourable Member: You cannot answer on a point • 
of order. , 

Mr. Connery: I would  l ike to answer the first question 
he asked.  I did n ot have an opportunity to answer it .  
I was i nterrupted by the Member for Churchi l l  (Mr. 
Cowan). 

Mr. Storie: My further quest ion is to the M i n ister of 
the Environment (Mr. Cannery). The Min ister has failed 
either i ntentional ly or u n intentionally to answer either 
of the questions. Does the M i n ister have a legal opin ion 
w h i c h  te l ls  h i m  o r  t e l l s  h is  depar tment  t h at the 
processing of waste from the U nited States is the same 
as m in ing ore and processing ore i n  Flin Flon? Does 
he have that opin ion, and is he prepared to table it in 
this House? 

Mr. Connery: The facts are that th is so-called waste 
that is coming in from the U n ited States has less lead 
or arsenic than is processed on  a daily basis i n  the 
mine at Fl in Flon. There is arsenic used every d ay in 
the mine at Fl in Flon.  Our department and our officials 
acted very responsibly. They were the ones who stopped 
the use of the load from California. Our department 
has worked very closely with the u n ion people u p  at 
Fl in Flon i n  total consultat ion to ensure that there is 
noth ing that happens to the employees and that there 
is noth ing put into the environment that is harmful. 
There i s  a l icence and they are following that l icence. 
O u r  e m p l oyees are tota l l y  m o n i t o r i n g  t h at on a 
cont inu ing basis. If hearings are required, then at some 
point i n  t ime, if that is requ ired , they wi l l  be held. We 
wi l l  not attempt to h ide anyth ing .  We want to be u p  
front a n d  open about this.  

Mr. Storie: Mr. Speaker, the Minister of the Environment 
(Mr. Cannery) has demonstrated o n  at least three 
occasions that he does not know what he is talk ing 
about .  He has no  legal op in ion with  respect to the 
appropriateness of  processing your . . . . 

Mr. Speaker: Does the Honourable Mem ber have a 
quest ion? 
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Mr. Storie: Yes, M r. Speaker, I do have a further 
q uest ion.  

Wil l  the M i n ister examine The Clean Environment Act 
and the new environment Act , requ i re publ ic  hearings 
before H B M&S processes further waste from the U nited 
States in the smelter in Flin Flon to protect the safety 
of workers, to protect the environment in F l in  Flon and 
the surrounding areas, so that the people i n  F l in  Flon 
can have the assurance that the questions that need 
to be asked are asked because this M i n ister will not 
ask them? 

Mr. Connery: The previous Government sat on a 
legislation of the clean environment issue for four years. 
There was no protection unt i l  the regu lat ion came into 
place on M arch 31 of th is year. 

M r. Speaker, we are extremely concerned about the 
environment i n  F l in  Flon. To that extent I had M r. 
Eagleton in , who is the member that runs the Clean 
Environment Commission .  We had a long d iscussion ;  
we discussed the l icence. We discussed what was going 
on i n  F l in  Flon. Therefore, he is satisfied that the l icence 
is appropriate, is for emissions. There is no other l icence 
requ ired under the Act at this point.  

We want to make sure that the people of Manitoba 
realize that the chemical from Dow is from Dow Coming, 
not Dow Chemical,  Dow Coming which is a g lass 
manufactur ing company. 

Mr. Speaker: The t ime for Oral Questions has expired. 

NON-POLITICAL STATEMENT 

Hon. Glen Fincllay (Minister of Agriculture): I would 
l ike to request leave to make a non-pol it ical statement 

M:r. Speaker: Does the Honourable Member have 
leave? (Agreed). The Honourable M i nister of Agriculture. 

Mr. Findlay : I would  just l ike to briefly, M r. Speaker, 
welcome 26 Japanese students to the Province of 
M anitoba, h igh  school students, who have come over 
here on a visit to  some Manitoba fami ly  farms. They 
are s p o n s o red by t h e  York Beneroux  ( p h o n e t i c )  
Foundat ion in  Japan, a foundation w h o  has sent young 
people, high school students, to d i fferent countries of 
the world for five years. The last two years they have 
sent a group to M anitoba. We are very pleased to 
receive them in M anitoba. They arrived here last n ight. 
I met with them at noon hour. They are now heading 
out into the country to the i r  host famil ies to have about 
a n ine-day stay i n  the Province of Manitoba. We 
welcome them and congratulate the h ost famil ies for 
their good hospitality. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

Mr. S peaker:  On t h e  proposed m o t i o n  of t h e  
H onourable M em ber for Lac d u  Bonnet ( M r. P raznik ), 
standing in the name of the Honourable M i n ister of 
Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey), who has 24 m inutes 
remain ing .  The Honourable M r. M i nister. 
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Hon. James Downey (Minister of  Northern Affairs): 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I am extremely pleased to get 
back into the debate which, I think ,  is an extremely 
important document for the people of M anitoba, a 
positive thrust, one which identifies major opportun ities 
not only throughout southern but also northern and 
the rest of Manitoba. I th ink the people of Manitoba 
were truly ready for it 

* ( 1 430) 
I was a l ittle remiss the other day in my opening 

c o m ments  n ot t o  touch  on rea l l y  the h is tor ica l  
experience in  which I had the  opportunity to participate, 
and my colleagues who were formerly Members of the 
Opposition to participate in. M aybe it  explains why the 
Member for Churchi l l  (Mr. Cowan) is so somewhat upset 
about the activities in  the House and the fact that things 
are not going the way he thinks they should be. I sat 
here on that h istorical day when one of the former New 
Democratic col leagues of the G overnment of the Day 
stood in h is p lace and, in one minute, struck down an 
incompetent Government and released the Province of 
M a n i t o b a  f rom t h e  m ost d evastat i n g  p o l i c ies,  
economical ly and socially, that we have ever seen­
an h istorical day in  this province. I say to the media 
who were there at that particular t ime, 1 am pleased 
that they reported i t  in the true and open fashion which 
they d id .  

I ,  as  wel l ,  want to say to those Members who I sat 
with formerly, they were from the G overnment side or 
from Opposit ion.  They truly were committed people. 
They t r u l y  worked h ard even t h o u g h  some were 
misdirected i n  their pol itical beliefs, but at least they 
participated in publ ic  l ife and,  I am sure, gave of their 
utmost to the system. 

As wel l ,  M r. Speaker, I think it is  extremely important , 
as I said the other day, that we work together as 
Government, as Opposit ion, to make a better Manitoba. 
That is why we are sent here. 

There are a couple of things that I want to touch 
base on, because I want to get on with my positive 
speech dealing with the Throne Speech. I want to get 
on with my positive speech which I am so anxious to 
g ive. I d o  want to tel l  the publ ic precisely what kind 
of a Leader the New Democratic Party has. I th ink it 
is  extremely important that a judgment be made on it .  

An Honourable 1\/iember: I heard this last Session.  

1\/ir. Downey: No, you d id not hear it last Session. Some 
of it had not been said yet last Session.  

This is in  the Free Press of M arch 19,  1 988.  Here is 
what the then candidate i n  the leadersh ip  for the New 
Democratic Party said ,  and I quote: "Doer sits in his 
office and qu ickly gets down to specifics ,"  -he is r ight 
d own to specifics- "employment, especial ly retrain ing 
programs for the next generations" -and note this­
"and programs to halt the depopulation of rural centres, 
as people head to the city in search of work, are h igh 
on h is  l ist . "  That is the Leader of the New Democratic 
Party. 

Now let us go back a l itt le bit in h istory when he was 
t h e  f o r m e r  h ead of t h e  M an i t o b a  G ov e r n m e n t  
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Employees' Association, M G EA.  I was the M i n ister of 
Agriculture with the control of water services u n der my 
jurisdict ion.  What was one of the major i n it iatives which 
we carried out? We carried out decentral izat ion to 
Brandon.  Lo and behold, what d id  that president say 
at that part icular t ime? I th in k  it is i mportant to quote 
again for the record,  M r. S peaker. Should I tell h im? 
-( In terjection)- Okay, thank you for  the encouragement. 
I am sure we wil l have the forgiveness of the Leader 
of the New Democratic  Party. 

The MGEA president, being the now president or 
the head of the N . D. Party, the president said he has 
written Premier Sterl ing Lyon asking  the transfers 
cancel led because those affected can not afford to 
relocate. The Civi l  Service un ion wrote to Treasury 
Board Chairman, Brian Ransom , in June asking for a 
m oratorium on the transferred amount announced a 
month  earlier. So much for decentral izat ion.  He wanted 
i t  cancel led. 

Here is another comment from that former M G EA 
Leader: "The union leader said the M G EA has asked 
Lyon for an immediate freeze o n  transfers of Winn ipeg­
based c iv i l  servants to  other  c o m m u n it ies in the  
province." H e  stands and  tel ls the pub l i c  o f  Manitoba, 
because he wants to be the Leader of the Party and 
the province, that he is so much for decentral ization.  
I let  the people of M anitoba judge,  I let  the Liberal 
Party judge, and I let the col leagues of the Member 
for Concordia (Mr. Doer) judge his approach to the 
whole business, very accommodating when he is i n  a 
leadership to try and get the rural votes- he is al l  for 
decentralizat ion- but he speaks totally d ifferently when 
he is head of the M G EA organizat ion.  

I th ink,  as wel l ,  it is  extremely important to talk briefly 
about the current Leader of the Liberal Party, because 
one does not know how long she may last. You see, 
she h as taken some advice from a new u pstart who 
sits d irectly beside her in the Legislature who is giving 
her some pretty questionable advice on constitutional 
matters. I think that he is taking her down a path that 
could be very dangerous. I th ink he has some ambitions 
that she should be very carefu l  about. I th ink maybe, 
when the question comes as to whether or not they 
are on the r ight constitut ional path when it comes to 
Meech Lake, it could be the current Leader of the Liberal 
Party who is left hung out to  d ry and the rest of the 
Party go on without her, the rest of M an itoba go on 
without her, and the rest of Canada go on without her 
because, when it comes to the quest ion of whether the 
people of Manitoba want a Canada that they love and 
that they are proud of, al l  as one, or they want the 
Leader of the Liberal Party standing u p  for her pol it ical 
p urposes, who will they decide? Who will they choose? 
I can tell you they are Canad ians through and through 
and they wi l l  chose Canada every time. 

So I caution members of the Liberal Party to do your 
own th ink ing.  P lease do your own th ink ing on al l  
matters. Do not be d irected by the new upstart who 
certain ly has future designs because of the information 
that he is feeding the now Leader of the Liberal Party. 
I would say, be cautious in how you approach this whole 
matter. 

I h ave to touch one more point.  I missed it on my 
notes. We talk about decentral ization and who real ly 
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stands for decentral izat ion.  The Conservative Party 
stands for decentral izat ion,  as p roven u nder the water 
services decentralizat ion.  l t  was proven again recently 
with the reorganization of Northern Affairs when we 
reorgan ized our Department and sent four people who 
are now currently working in  Winn ipeg to the reg ional 
offices. Yes, it was u nfortunate that an ind iv idual 's 
position was lost i n  that shake-up.  I feel extremely upset 
t h at t hose k i n d s  of t h i n g s  h appen  b u t ,  i n  
decentralizat ion,  i t  had t o  take place. 

As wel l ,  let me talk about the Leader of the Liberal 
Party's ( M rs. Carstairs) questioning today. I f ind i t  
extremely amusing that she is coming on the attack 
when i t  comes to the appointments of boards and the 
pol it icizat ion of the system. We had a lovely meeting 
in our office not too long ago with some of the Liberal 
Members. lt  is not up to me to tell secrets outside of 
my office, particularly when I am meet ing with L iberals. 
I can assure you it is kept very much confidential , but 
I have to tel l  you - and I think they wi l l  forgive me for 
this l i tt le one s l ip-that they really were not clear what 
their Leader was meaning on the whole question of � 
depol it icization . 

Yes, they thought it was extremely i mportant to 
depol it icize the Civi l  Service, for which I thank them. 
They were not real ly clear though on boards and 
c o m m i s s i o n s  as to rea l ly  what t h e i r  Leader was 
meaning.  I would have expected at that t ime they would 
have gone to their Leader or  they would have come 
to us and recommended how best they thought it should 
happen, rather than standing in  this Assembly and again 
being negative against people who are truly committed 
M anitobans. Yes, the people of Manitoba voted for 
change on the 9th of M ay. They voted to turf out the 
former admin istrat ion.  Do you expect us to continue 
t o  g ive t h ose C rown corporat i o n s  the same -
( Interjection)- Thank you. 

M r. Speaker, can you believe that the Liberal Party 
would want us to leave al l  the appointments of the 
former New Democrats in office, those people who 
misdirected , m isgu ided and cost us a fortune, that we 
should leave those people in office? Why not appoint 
competent people, people who I am sure the Liberal 
Party, i f  they sat down and gave it carefu l assessment, 
would ful ly appreciate their capabi l i t ies. 

An Honourable Member: That is right. 

Mr. Downey: I would hope if they do not have a positive 
suggestion,  they should back off a l ittle on their criticism. 
I have not heard of one positive pol icy statement i n  
that regard . What I said a few minutes ago, they do 
not have one, so  I would suggest that it would be  helpful 
i f  t hey developed a posit ive pol icy statement that would 
be helpful i n  the admin istrat ion of a l l  these affairs. l t  
is  an open invitat ion.  I am surprised it has not come 
forward sooner. 

* ( 1 440) 

Let me continue on with the whole quest ion of the 
North. I think it is extremely important that we address 
th is northern issue, and address i t  as it relates to the 
people of northern Manitoba. Do you know what one 
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of the recommendations by the former Government, 
the former M i nister of the Communit ies Economic 
Develo p ment  F u n d  was? They were c u t t i n g  staff 
posit ions out of Thompson . They were cutt ing the 
Communities Economic Development officer out of 
Thompson. I thought that was a l i tt le less than being 
straight up with the people of M anitoba, because they 
always take credit  for doing things in the North. What 
I did was I did not reverse that decision,  although I 
transferred the responsib i l ities of that ind ividual to the 
N orthern Affairs Department so the people of northern 
Manitoba had the services available of the Communities 
Economic Development officer in Thompson . I d id  not 
cut and hack and slash l i ke the former New Democratic 
Party did i n  the City of Thompson with the people who 
were there serving that community. 

Let me go on again and talk in a positive note about 
the announcement that I made today. I think i t  is 
extremely i mportant, and I am extremely d isappointed 
in the critic for Northern and Native Affairs (Mr. Driedger) 
and the critic from the New Democratic Party ( M r. 
H arper) who said ,  we were started,  we were beginn ing .  
After six years, they were start ing and they were 
beginn ing to address some of the problems. What were 
they doing for the five-and-a-half years prior to that? 
And he has the gal l  to stand i n  h is place today and 
say they had a beginn ing .  

The employment situation is deplorable in  the N orth 
with the Native communit ies. The conditions of which 
the you n g  p e o p l e  are  b e i n g  put t h ro u g h  are 
deplorable-no job opportunities, no recreation. In  fact, 
t h e  o n l y  recreat i o n  t hat i s  u p  there  i s  o n  t h at 
constituent's own home ground .  

Let  me te l l  you  a l itt le bit about a visit the  Premier 
( M r. Fi lmon) and I had , and my col league, the M in ister 
of H ighways and Transportation (Mr. Driedger), to a 
community that was desperately i n  need of a recreation 
faci l ity not very far  from the former Minister of Northern 
and Native Affairs. The story was in one sign. Here is 
a young boy going around with a sign that told it a l l .  
"He  shoots, he scores- n o  arena ."  That told i t  al l . 

� 
This Member, who is trying to g ive us the "what for" 

' for  not  l o o k i n g  after  t h e  n o r t h e r n  a n d  N at i ve 
communities, particularly the young people who were 
absolutely ignored by his Government,  he talks about 
constitutional reform. H e  talks about hunt ing r ights. 
He talks about, yes, i m portant th ings, but what is m ost 
important is the well-being of those young people and 
t hose women l i v i n g  i n  t h ose c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t h e  
opportunit ies for young people to get out and be a 
part of our productive society. 

He d id  not address that, and that is why we are 
introducing a review of the Native Affairs Secretariat. 
We are going to make i t  a posit ive tool for the Nat ive 
people of th is province. lt is not a beg inn ing under h i m .  
lt  i s  an e n d  f o r  h im a n d  h is Government.  They are the 
rump Party of th is p rovince and wi l l  remain the same. 
We are going to do something for the Native community. 

He brings up the question of jurisd ict ion all the t ime, 
about federal/provincial .  Let us debate i t .  

H e  gave $ 1 00,000 to the Assembly of Chiefs. Is that 
the provincial responsib i l ity? H e  promised a further 
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$325,000.00. Is that a provincial responsibi l ity? He was 
trying but he was doing it in a pol it ical way. There is  
a real need out  there for  the Native community of  th is  
province. There is a tremendous need that has not 
been addressed by he and h is pol it ical col leagues. Al l  
they were after from the people of  the North and the 
Native community was their vote. He d id  not give a 
darn about the well-being of the ch i ldren or the women 
in  those communities. He did not care about their 
opportunities. I f  he d id ,  why do we have 80 percent to 
90 percent unemployment? Why? I ask that q uest ion.  
The crit icism that comes from those two people today 
is appal l ing .  

We h i red a resource f i rm to do the work ,  friends of 
the Conservatives. I wi l l  stand and defend anytime the 
people that th is Government employs to do  a job.  I 
wi l l  defend it anytime because they have been talked 
to. We have talked to those commun ities that want the 
work done. We do not go and un ilaterally do something. 
We consult with the people who are going to be affected , 
and I have the support of those people, let me assure 
you. Those people will be fully involved in the activities. 

M r. Speaker, he says, "friends of us." I suppose, if 
I had to go out to f ind friends of his, I would h ave been 
very hard pressed to f ind any. I th ink  I would have been 
hard pressed to f ind any the way i n  which they have 
handled Northern Affairs. 

I get u pset about  it because we h ave t h e  
opportunity-and I say th is again and you read i t  i n  
t h e  Throne Speech -the urban N ative strategy which 
wi l l  be worked on very vigorously and we again invite 
input from Members here. We talk about and we wil l  
be carrying out effective programm i ng u nder N orthern 
Development Agreements. We bel ieve i t  is extremely 
important that be struck. 

We believe or I bel ieve very strongly that the people 
of northern communit ies should be the people who 
take o n  the o p p o rt u n i t ies  t h a t  are t h e r e .  l t  is 
Government's responsib i l ity to create the economic 
cl imate to encourage them. lt  is  our responsib i l ity to 
carry out the essential services. lt  is  our responsib i l ity 
to give those young people the hope that they have 
not  h ad over t h e  l ast  h o w  m a n y  years of New 
Democratic Party. 

An Honourable Member: Fifteen out of n ineteen. 

Mr. Downey: Fifteen out of n ineteen, and the former 
M i nister of Northern and N ative Affairs has the gall to 
stand here and say they were beginn ing .  I think the 
people of the N ative communities are ready for more 
t h a n  a b eg i n n i ng .  They are ready to h ave some 
mean ingfu l  i n p u t  i n t o  what  i s  go ing o n  in  t h ose 
communit ies and I can assure you , having  heard the 
comments of my Premier ( M r. Fi lmon) and my Cabinet 
col leagues, that I am g iven the m andate to carry out 
some act ive a n d  mean i n g f u l  p rojects and p o l i cy 
development. 

Again, we have the crit icisms of doing reviews. Maybe 
if the former administrat ion had stopped just for a 
m i nute  or two and asked s o m e b o d y  outs ide  o f  
Government or h a d  a meaningful i n put from somebody, 
then it might not have gone off the rails q u ite so badly. 
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I suggest to the Liberal Party again ,  would they come 
f loundering into office, as the critic for ManOi l ,  come 
f loundering into office and say, "You are m isreading 
the report; you are m isreadi n g  the people of M anitoba; 
d o  not sell ManOil ;  we want to lose several other 
hundreds of thousands of do l lars before we divest of 
it ." Is  that what he wants? I mean, he has to come 
clean on th is thing. He cann ot sit there and say, do 
not sell ManOi l  because it has hope. Wel l ,  M anfor had 
hope; ManOi l  had hope; Flyer Bus had hope. l t  is n ice 
to get into that ph i losophical , warm, comfort ing feel ing 
that you want to do  everyth i ng with G overnment.  l t  
d oes not work.  

The Member refers to laying off  people i n  jobs.  I 
want to tel l  the Member, where d oes he th ink  those 
jobs were. Does he th ink the jobs were out in the oi l  
p atch i n  southwestern Manitoba? Where does he th ink 
they were? I f  they were over i n  Eaton Place i n  a lovely 
office, nice and air  condit ioned and doing their utmost 
to make an o i l  company produce wealth so t hey could 
stay i n  that office, i t  does not work. There is one oi l  
company out there alone that has 80 producing wells. 
They have two people look ing after i t ,  and they have 
not got a head office anywhere. 

I am sorry the Member fel l  into that trap because it  
is  n ice to have that grandiose idea that you are going 
to do things big and brave i n  the oi l  patch.  The act ion 
i s  out  in southwestern M an i t o b a .  T h e  p e o p l e  of  
southwestern Manitoba have been gett ing on qu ite 
n icely, thank you, without Man itoba Oil and Gas. 

Oh,  there are a few people who come to me and 
say, gosh, I am sorry you are gett ing r id of ManOi l  
because I am losing the best lease offer that I have. 
Wel l ,  the best lease offer was based on the ability to 
get taxpayers' money, not the actual value of the 
property. I f  that was the case, why was not the private 
sector in doing it? Come o n ,  let us get real about th is 
th ing .  We are carrying out the d ivest iture i n  a common­
sense, practical approach,  taking care of the i nterests 
of the taxpayers. 

Yes, we are using oil people and we are going to 
continue to use advice from people who k now. I mean,  
we would be no better than the NDP if we d id  not use 
people who k new what was going on. That is why we 
got into a lot of the mess we got into. Why were we 
in Saudi Arabia? Who asked for that $27 m i l l ion r ide 
in the sand? 

An Honourable Member: l t  started with Ster l ing Lyon .  

Mr. Downey: N o ,  I a m  sorry. Again ,  you have a d ifficulty. 
That is probably the biggest regret that I have, that 
we had a good colleague i n  here from one of those-
1 am not saying that he is not a good Member who is 
here now, but we had a tremendous contr ibution from 
some of the other former col leagues. They will return 
though. That is  the posit ive side of my speech.  They 
wi l l  return.  Back to the Throne S peech,  because I th ink  
i t  is extremely i mportant- how much t ime is there left? 

An Honourable Member: Lots, lots. We wi l l  g ive you 
leave. 

Mr. Downey: I th ink  it is  again i mportant to put on 
the record some of the th ings which I th ink  are going 
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to be important to the d riving of our economy into 
gett ing back on t rack so that the people of M anitoba 
feel that they are gett ing  value for their dol lar. 

* ( 1 450) 

What was one of the major i n it iatives of the former 
administrat ion? What was one of the major areas which 
they thought they should move to save money? They 
did have a m ajor in i t iat ive, but you know what it was? 
l t  was to reduce the pol ice protection in rural M an itoba. 
That was their  major i n it iative. A priority item was to 
remove pol ice protection i n  rural M an itoba. Now that 
is some k ind  of a priority, particularly when the City of 
Wi n n i peg was i n creasi n g  t h e i r  po l ice staff by 80 
members. I n  rural Manitoba, we were expected to 
reduce our staff complement i n  the RCM P.  

I can tel l  you r ight now, i t  was not the desire o f  the 
head office of the RCM P  to reduce RCMP detachments 
in rural Man itoba. I n  fact, I participated i n  the opening 
of two RCM P  detachments i n  northeastern Man itoba, 
i n  Native communit ies, and I commend the RCM P  � 
detachment for that. I th ink it is extremely i mportant 
the decision that my colleague made and my Premier 
( M r. Fi lmon),  and I thank t hem for i t ,  i n  the restoration 
of RCM P protection to Reston,  a commitment to deal 
with the Deloraine situation and the other com m u n ities 
that have had d ifficu l t ies with RCM P.  

I commend any G overnment that takes that k ind of 
commitment to the people of Man itoba prior to an 
election and,  without hesitat ion - and I emphasize that 
again for my Liberal colleagues-without hesitat ion,  
l ive u p  to that commitment very q uick ly. l t  restores i n  
t h e  m i n d s  of t h e  people of Man itoba that someone 
cares, and I hope that the members of the L iberal Party 
wil l just read a l itt le bit of the h istorical events that 
took place when it came to the RCM P removal i n  rural 
M anitoba. I f  we cann ot have RCMP protection i n  this 
country, what can we have? 

I again compl iment the Attorney-General (Mr. McCrae) 
and thank my Premier ( M r. F i lmon) and the colleagues 
of Treasury Board and M LAs from all r id ings who felt 
that deep commitment and l ived up  to it in support of 
my c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  of t h i s  
G overnment. 

I want to point out agai n - an d  this is an area deal ing 
with some of the activit ies that we have to carry out 
as far as the people of not only southern and northern 
Manitoba, but I want to spend a couple of minutes on 
it because we, immediately, as people l iving i n  southern 
Manitoba th ink  that with dry weather, shortage of 
snowfal l  -( I nterjection)- Oh, thank you. I wondered 
m aybe if- 1 could actual ly hold you to what you put 
on the record , I guess, and I wil l  not try to do that. 
We wi l l  t ry and h i t  it down the middle someplace. We 
wi l l  be a l itt le l iberal today. Okay? Thank you . 

As I said the other day, I th ink that the NDP are far 
to the left , the L iberals are far to the right, and we are 
coming r ight down the middle of the road with good 
Government,  you see. 

An Honourable Member: That is what you tell your 
people . . . . 



Tuesday, August 2, 1988 

M r. Downey: Wel l ,  certainly. They l ike the moderate 
approach. 

M r. S peaker, I want to say that the i mportant th ing 
to  not only southern but northern Manitobans is the 
d esperate situation we are i n  as far as moisture and 
runoff is concerned . lt  is  not only water to produce 
crops and town water for towns and vi l lages and 
communit ies and homes. That is a crit ical situation.  

I had the opportun ity to v is i t  Cross Lake not too long 
ago,  and I can tel l  you that there is some u nwritten 
h istory yet that has to be put on the record,  and that 
was the devastat ing i mpact that the development of 
Jenpeg had on some of our northern comm u nities.­
( lnterjection)- Yes,  developed by Ed Schreyer, a former 
Premier; yes, developed by one Cass-Beggs, a former 
chairman of Hydro. The devastation that has had on 
t hose comm u n it i es i s  somet h i n g  t hat everyone in 
Manitoba should see. 

I th ink that, when the h istory books are written ,  one 
ind ividual that so many people feel was a great hero 
of the North,  the Native people and al l  of the people 
of Manitoba, one Ed Schreyer, when the true h istory 
books are written ,  they wi l l  reflect someth ing d i fferent. 
Again,  i t  is  perception over real i ty. 

And I have to say, when you see the people u p  there 
who are having d ifficulties because of the fluctuations 
in  water f low, the shortage of water f low, we have not 
only got a problem in  southern Manitoba, we have major 
problems when i t  comes to the whole development and 
the whole runn ing of our hydro-generating stat ions in 
the North.  

I would  expect ful l  cooperation from the Official 
Oppos i t ion .  I would expect, aga i n ,  some n eg at ive 
comments from the former G overnment,  as they are 
sti l l  spinning and reel ing over the i mpact of their  
colleague who devastated them when he voted against 
them. They wil l be a long time coming back. 

I have a message for the Member for Church i l l  ( M r. 
Cowan). He wi l l  never probably-and never is a long 
t ime-he probably wi l l  never g race the Government 
rolls again .  I think that is because he is too vind ictive, 
he is too sour and he is too b itter to go back in as 
Government. They are reflecting that everyday in how 
they are working in the H ouse. H is  Leader is h aving a 
d ifficult t ime with h im .  I n  fact,  you could see some 
major strains between the two of them. He keeps tel l ing 
the Leader of the Party when to stand up,  when to sit 
down, what to say and what not to say. That is real ly 
what is happening i n  the New Democratic Party. l t  is  
a reflection that I see coming out everyday i n  th is 
Chamber. 

In conclusion,  I wi l l  say, No .  1 ,  that I am extremely 
p leased to be a Member of a Government that has 
introduced such an i mportant d ocument for the people 
of M an itoba, so i mportant that the Members of the 
Opposition have not ,  i n  any meaningful way, crit icized 
it. They have talked about fed eral issues. They have 
talked about everyth ing else but they real ly have not 
talked about the -( I nterjection)- The Member says 
"tim id ."  Sometimes, t imidness can be a virtue. 

We are in  a minority situation and I think i t  is i mportant 
that we reflect that to the people of Manitoba, that we 

221 

want to produce a good Government for the people 
of Manitoba. lt  is being demonstrated dai ly by the 
Premier and by the Cabinet , and I say this document ­
and I appreciate the Members opposite not br inging 
in a n o n -conf idence  m o t i o n  because i t  t r u l y  
demonstrates that this i s  h istorical . l t  is what the people 
of Manitoba want ,  and we are going to del iver with the 
best of our abi l ity for a better M an itoba under this 
d i rect ion.  

( M r. Deputy Speaker, M ark M inenko, i n  the Chair. )  

Mr. El ijah Harper (Rupertsland): First of a l l ,  I would 
l ike to congratulate the Speaker who is elected to the 
h ighest office i n  the Chamber. I look forward to working 
wi th  h im .  I am looking forward to seeking his wisdom 
and his guidance. 

Secondly, I would l ike to congratulate you, M r. Deputy 
Speaker ( M r. M i nenko) ,  be ing  e lected as Deputy 
Speaker and also the Chairman of the Committees of 
the Whole House. 

I would also l i ke to extend my congratulations to the 
Deputy Chairman of the Whole H ouse and Member for 
M innedosa (Mr. G i l leshammer). I remember the former 
Member for M i nnedosa, and I often had chats with h i m  
a n d  I enjoyed h i s  company. I am sure that he would 
represent h is constitutents very well from M i nnedosa. 
I wish him luck and success. 

I would also l ike to say congratulations to all the new 
Members in the H ouse here. I can remember the f irst 
t ime that I came i nto th is Chamber. I felt out of place 
and I did not k now what to expect as to what my role 
and my functions as a Member of the Legislative 
Assembly would be, and also as a Member of the 
Government, as a backbencher of the Government for 
a number of years, and later on  becoming a Member 
of the Executive Counci l  of the Government. lt  was a 
g reat honour and privilege to serve in that capacity 
and I am sure everyone in the Chamber expects at 
some point to serve as a Member of Government. 

I can appreciate the comments by Members opposite, 
by the  M i n ister  of  N orthern Affai rs ( M r. Downey),  
mentioning the fact that he is being put i n  a posit ion 
to admin ister the affai rs of the province and the people 
of the Province of Manitoba. I look forward to work ing 
wi th  h i m  on a number of issues. 

(Mr. Speaker in  the Chair. )  

I a lso would l ike to extend my wishes and my thanks 
to the people of m y  const i tuency, the c i t izens of 
Rupertsland , who have elected me for the th i rd t ime. 
I would l ike to extend my deep acknowledgments to 
the people who helped i n  my campaign and served 
with me. I look forward to represent ing the interests 
of the people of Rupertsland in th is Chamber and also 
representing many of the issues that they would  want 
addressed in their home communit ies. 

S ince there are many Members i n  this House who 
are n ew t o  t h i s  C h a m b e r, I w i l l  t a l k  a bout  m y  
constituency as being one o f  the l argest constituencies 
in the Province of Manitoba. 

An Honourable Member: Soon to be larger. 
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Mr. Harper: Also soon to be l arger i f  the Boundaries 
Commission is accepted. 

1 represent the constituency of Rupertsland ,  and it 
is a vast territory lying east of Lake Win n i peg and n orth 
of-close to Thompson and east of Thompson. lt  is  
pr imari ly populated by the N at ive people.  I can speak 
of the condit ions of that constituency as being not up 
to par, as not being as equal to many of the southern 
communit ies and the City of Winn ipeg . 

S ince Rupertsland is predominantly dominated by 
the aborig ina l  people, the cond it ions are wel l  known 
i n  the country of the f irst citizens of th is country. We 
are p o o r. We have p o o r  h o u s i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
unemployment is h igh ,  well over 90 percent.  When I 
hear of unemployment rates going down in some areas, 
it is considered a d isaster in some comm u nities but,  
i n  these communit ies, we have unemployment that is  
wel l  over 90 percent. That has been sort of an ug ly  
t rademark of  t h e  i n adequacy of G overn m e n t s  t o  
address t h e  problem of unemployment and t h e  social 
conditions. l t  is  a very d ifficu lt  task to address th is 
problem. We need to look at the whole issue of 
employment educat ion,  the economic opportunities i n  
those communit ies. 

1 know very well of the condit ions of h aving  no  food 
to eat. 1 was raised in  a remote community on  a remote 
reserve called Red Sucker Lake. As a matter of fact , 
1 was born in the bush; I was not born in a hospital .  
1 was born in a tent, not even i n  a house, i n  a log 
house. Later on,  I was raised by my grandparents who 
were trad i t iona l ly trappers, f ishermen and h u n t i n g  
people. I went on various tr ips i nto the bush , and I 
often do not remember eat ing any k ind  of the food 
that we eat, even canned food . All I ate was fish, m oose 
meat and muskrat, those k inds of good foods, and 
rabbit that made you run a lot faster, and bannock­
none of the junk foods that you eat now. I thought even 
a can of k l ik  or  even balogna was a t reat. We now cal l  
a s l ice of balogn a  in  Red Sucker Lake, a Red Sucker 
Lake round steak,  it is  so expensive. l t  costs you about 
$6 a pound. 

1 enjoyed those days when I was young being raised 
in  a bush, standing by the river in the spr ing looking 
at the rapids,  the f low of water, the sun reflecting  off 
of the rapids, beautiful d ays, birds s ing ing by the 
shore l ine.  I d id not even know a world existed much 
beyond that.  My culture at that t ime was beg inn ing  to 
be, 1 g uess, entrenched.  I have very fond memories of 
those days with my g randparents. lt was part of their 
l i festyle, part of the extended family relat ionship that 
existed. I come from a large fami ly of 1 3 chi ldren. Today 
we are sti l l  al l  a l ive; my parents are sti l l  al ive. We h ave 
a close family relat ionship .  

When I came in to  th is Chamber, I tried to address 
many of the issues concern ing N ative culture and look 
at the legislat ion,  look at the guidel ines that would 
enhance or recognize the I nd ian culture. lt was a very 
d ifficult task. I came in here and we changed legislation 
to reflect the needs and the values of the Native people, 
l ike ch ild welfare. I n  many of the homes-we do not 
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have homes l ike in Winn ipeg. To meet the criteria i n  
order to adopt or even p lace a c h i l d  i n  an Ind ian home, 
the criteria would not be there because, fi rst of a l l ,  you 
have to have an i ncome in order to qua l ify for a foster 
home or even to have a chi ld p laced in your home. 
When you have 95 percent unemployment i n  reserves, 
that is qu ite i mpossible. Even the guidel ines might say, 
the regulations might say that you would need to have 
a home, a square footage per person .  A lot of t imes, 
we do not have that.  Many of the fami lies l ive today, 
as a matter of fact, in a single house, two fami l ies. 
When you look at the Ind ian culture, much of the 
legislation which was passed was done i n  ignorance 
of Ind ian people, lack of the cultural values of I nd ian 
people. 

I come from a remote constituency that is very rich 
in cu lture, the one that I am very proud of. When I 
came i n  here and when I went to school l ater on i n  
years, to residential schools, a n d  coming here in  this 
H ouse, and try to address many of the N at ive issues, 
l ike treaty r ights. One, the treaties are held in h igh 
regard , as a matter of  fact sacred , by our I nd ian leaders, 
our elders. lt  has not gained or received the attent ion 
that it should have. I have mentioned too, ear l ier on 
during the day, about the Ind ian people not being part 
of this country. I mentioned that i t  was only a few years 
ago, in 1 960, that for the very first t ime Ind ian people 
were given the r ight to vote in  Canada. Before that, 
they were not al lowed to vote, they were not al lowed 
to be a part of the Canadian society. 

* ( 1 5 1 0) 

As a matter of fact , if they wanted to go to u niversity 
to obtain,  let us say, a doctor's degree or become a 
lawyer or even when they went i n  the army, they were 
stripped of their Treaty status, the treaties that were 
made between the Ind ian nations and also the federal 
Government with the Government at that t ime. They 
were stripped of their Treaty status in order to-and 
they said ,  wel l  you have to get enfranchised so that 
you become a Canadian.  Once you become a Canadian, 
then you h ad all these r ights,  the r ight to vote, and 
then you were also,  i n  some cases, told that, if you 
enfranchised , you would get a job for the rest of your 
l ife. So many of the Ind ian people enfranch ised and 
lost their Treaty status i n  order to become a Canadian 
citizen. 

Then I talked to many of the e lders when they went 
into cit ies. These are I ndian people, the fi rst people i n  
th is country, being treated a s  second-class cit izens and 
bein g  treated as a foreigner with i n  your own country, 
i n  which the Ind ian people gave vast lands to the 
Canadian G overnment so that other Canadians can 
enjoy the land , the resources, that Canada has to offer. 
We were t reated l ike foreigners. As a matter of fact , 
the reserves were set up ,  and the Indian Nat ives treated , 
the Ind ian people, l ike prisoners. You had to get a special 
pass to leave the reserve. I th ink they developed a chit  
system, i n  which you had to have a special pass to get 
into town and to leave the reserve. 

lt  was no wonder that the Ind ian people have been 
neg lected, and it is even within the last 30 years or  
less, g iven the r ight  to vote. Most of the legislation was 
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created by legislators who d id  n ot have the k nowledge 
or  i nterest , even the i nterest of the Ind ian people, 
because the Ind ian people did not vote before that, so 
i t  was not in their i nterest to seek support or  to solicit 
support from the Ind ian people because it  d id  not 
m atter. What m attered to them was gain ing votes from 
people who they represented , I guess all the Canadians, 
except the I nd ian people. 

So when you see the laws being created , i t  was not 
in the interest of the I nd ian people, even the recognition 
of t reat ies .  W h e n  I read i n  1 867 and so on the  
d evelopment o f  The  I ndian Act, The  Ind ian Act was 
d eve loped by t h e  C a n a d i a n  P a r l i a m e n t .  lt was 
developed to meet the needs of the federal G overnment 
at that t ime.  lt  was not developed to meet the needs 
of the Ind ian people. The Indian Act was also developed 
in a way to get the Ind ian people to become i ntegrated , 
to become part of Canadian society and the economic 
opportunit ies. 

They were also enticed to own farm land.  I n  the 
p rocess, they were told to enfranchise which meant 
that they would l ose their Treaty status. So during the 
early stages of Parl iament and the development of this 
country, I nd ian people were not represented. Their 
i nterests were not represented. Even the leg islat ion,  
when one went to court ,  the judges always made 
decisions in favou r  of the G overnment, the Canadian 
people. They did not understand I nd ian people and 
also they did not take the t ime, parl iamentarians did 
not take the t ime or G overnments d id  not take the 
time to study the treaties that were made with the I ndian 
people. 

That is why I nd ian people have a h ig h  regard for the 
treaty-making process. l t  was a recognit ion that the 
Ind ian  people had land in this country and also had 
their own form of Government.  lt might not be as 
compl icated as the present system that we have, but 
they did sign documents, treaties, with the federal 
G overn m e n t .  I n  m a n y  i nstances,  t h e  federa l  
Government has not l ived u p  to i ts  obl igations. 

We have references t o  the h e a l t h  care ,  t o  t h e  
education f o r  I nd ian people. I k now every year w e  get 
$5 a year from the Canadian G overnment, and I am 
sure that, i f  we had i nflat ion,  $5 a year would be well 
over $ 1 ,500 now. That, I am sure, would go  a longer 
way at th is t ime instead of the $5 that we get presently. 

But the t reaty-mak ing  process recognized that the 
Indian people had their own G overnment. That is why 
the I nd ian people are asking for recognit ion of self­
government and also to i mplement their own system 
of Government 

When I went to the Constitutional Conference, i n  
which you  went w i th  a cowboy hat - 1  remember the 
M i nister of Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey) with a cowboy 
hat . . . . 

An Honourable Member: There is nothing wrong with 
that. 

Mr. Harper: No, there is  n othing wrong with it .  

An Honourable Member: That is d iscrim inat ion.  
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Mr. Harper: Is that r ight? Okay, I wi l l  wear a cowboy 
hat next t ime. 

Dur ing the Constitutional Conference we, as a New 
Dem ocrat i c  Party G ov e r n m e n t ,  recog n i zed self­
government. 

There is a d ifferent defin it ion of Govern ment. First, 
i t  was the Conservative G overn ments in  this country 
that denied the aborig inal people from gett ing self­
government recognized in the Constitution. As a matter 
of fact, the Conservative Governments wanted to define 
first what it is,  what you do mean by self-government, 
but I th ink ,  if you look at the history, the h istory-making 
p rocess, the  treaty- m a k i n g  process, t h at i tself  is  
reco g n iz i n g  t h at the I n d ia n  people h ave se l f­
government. The Indian people were able to determine 
the i r  own way of  l ifestyle and also to make arrangements 
with the federal G overnment. 

But in t o d a y ' s  soc iety and today 's  comp lex  
bureaucracy, the  Ind ian people are arming themselves, 
becoming educated. We are making headway, but there 
needs to be much done in  terms of educat ing the 
general publ ic .  

I look forward to working with the M i nister of Northern 
Affairs, the M i n ister of N ative Affairs (Mr. Downey). I 
see that he has made an announcement today in the 
House regard ing the N ative Affairs Secretariat. He has 
a contract and I do  not know how much he is paying 
for  the contract. He  is doing a review of the Native 
Affa i rs Secretariat. There are many issues that need 
to be addressed in  regard to the Native issues. He 
m e n t i o n e d  t o d ay in h i s  speech a b o u t  t h e  C h i ef 
Secretariat, we funded $ 1 00,000 and it was a small 
part. The kind of money that we need to address many 
of the issues is enormous. 

The M i nister needs to know that they are some of 
the responsib i l ities of the provincial G overnment and 
we need to work with the aborig inal  people in the 
Province of Manitoba. They do not have the resources 
to do the work that they need to do. He should be 
consult ing with the aboriginal leaders, with the chiefs. 
He  should be consult ing with the Metis organizations, 
with the Me!is leaders. He should be talking to them 
about the kind of course that this Government should 
be tak ing ,  but what he does, he g ive a contract to a 
c o n s u l t i n g  f i r m .  H e  s h o u l d  be h a v i n g  a d i rect  
relat ionship with the Ind ian people. 

* ( 1 520) 

I would l i ke to just mention a few of the th ings that 
he needs to address. I know that the M i n ister of 
N orthern Affairs (Mr. Downey) is going to be tackl ing  
t h e  N orth ,  a n d  I k n ow i n  t h e  Throne S peech h e  
m e n t i o n e d  a b o u t  t h e  hydro l i n e  to  the  n ortheast 
communit ies. I applaud h im for that ,  but we have been 
work ing with the federal Government on  this issue for 
the l ast number of years and we did not get any 
commitment from the federal G overnment.  I was just 
wondering why we were not getting  any ear from the 
federal M i nister of Ind ian Affairs. 

As a matter of fact, two years ago, we went on a 
tour with the M in ister of Energy and M ines at that t ime,  
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the M i nister responsible for Hydro, M r. Parasiuk.  We 
went on  a tour into the communities and we told them 
t h at ,  as  a p ro v i n c i a l  G o ve r n m e n t ,  we m a d e  that  
commitment that we would bu i ld  that l ine. The  Manitoba 
H y d r o ,  the prov i n c i a l  G ov e r n m e n t ,  m a d e  that  
commitment and al l  we  needed was a commitment 
from the federal Government to  cost-share that hydro 
l ine, but we did not get any commitment from the federal 
Government. They did not seem to want to meet with 
us.  I do not know h ow many letters were sent by the 
M inister to get h is commitment, and I hope that they 
succeed in getting a written commitment from the 
federal Min ister of Ind ian Affairs from the federal 
Government. You already have my support on that and 
we, as a provincial Government, made that commitment 
also a couple of years ago. U nfortunately, we were not 
able to get anywhere with the federal M i n ister of I ndian 
Affairs. 

That comes with another problem, the whole question 
of the Treaty Land Entit lement. This is an ongoing issue 
that has been going for many years. When they were 
in Government, they were dealing with the Indian people 
on the Treaty Land Entitlement. I k now when I was 
Chief of the Red Sucker Lake Band, I dealt with the 
M inister of Natural Resources on the Treaty Land 
Entitlement issue. I bel ieve the M i nister at the t ime was 
Brian Ransom and we were deal ing with the Treaty 
Land Entitlement. Shortly after that, when we formed 
the G overnment in 1 98 1 ,  we had a commission done 
by Leon M itche l l ,  the Treaty Land E n t i t lement  
Commiss ion ,  d on e  for  the  G over n m e n t .  That  
commission was completed and also representation 
was made by Ind ian people by various groups and 
generally everybody was i n  support of the Treaty Land 
Entitlement. 

The Treaty Land Entitlement is land that is stil l due 
to I n d ian people in the t reaty-making p rocess, land that 
needs to be g iven to the I nd ian people because Indian 
people, when t hey were given land,  not a l l  the land was 
surveyed for them. In the Natural Resources Transfer 
Act, when M an itoba became a province in  1 870- but 
in  1 930, when the land was transferred,  the resources 
were transferred to the Province of M anitoba. There 
is a section there referring to the outstanding obl igations 
by the Canadian Government Which, if the Indian people, 
when they asked for land to fulfi l l  the t reaty obl igations 
and then the Government or the province m ust return 
land or Crown land back to the Canadian Government 
so that i t  can fulfi l l  its t reaty obl igat ions. That process 
h as been ongoing for some t ime in which Ind ian people 
are beg inn ing to requ i re more land .  I know i n  Red 
Sucker Lake, we have an outstand ing Treaty Land 
Entitlement and we have a peninsula, I th ink we have 
only about 250 acres of land i n  which over 400 people 
are l iving on that p iece of land. We are rapidly seeking 
more land so that the reserve can expand,  but we 
cannot get more land unt i l  we resolve the Treaty Land 
Entitlement issue. 

As a matter of fact, we did sign an agreement in 
pr incip le with the G overnment in 1 984, I bel ieve, in 
which we agreed i n  pr inciple a number of the guidel ines 
and h ow to transfer land with the federal Government, 
with the C h i efs ,  and t h e n  w i t h  the p r o v i n c i a l  
Government. S ince t h e  Conservative Government has 
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been in G overnment,  they have not moved on that. We 
h ave been wait ing for them for fou r  or five years now­
four years. When I was in  Government, we were trying 
to get the M i nister of I nd ian Affairs to resolve this issue. 
He  would not respond to many of the letters that we 
wrote to h im .  I am talk ing about the Min ister of Ind ian 
Affairs, the federal M inister. He d id not respond to many 
of the letters that we wrote to him on the Treaty Land 
Entit lement issue.  We were ready to sign . . . . 

An Honourable Member: He speaks very h igh ly of 
you . 

M r. Harper: This I k now, but he does not respond to 
h is  letters. 

J ust before the constitutional conference last year, 
before it took p lace last year, I had the Premier write 
a letter to the Prime M i nister saying that we were not 
getting any action on the Treaty Land Entitlement. Then 
shortly after we got a response from the Prime Min ister 
saying  that federal M i nister of Ind ian Affairs would be 
responding to us, which he d id ,  but he said that we � 
should be deal ing with th is in the first part of Apr i l .  � 
Now I have not heard from h im.  That was in 1 986, i n  
'87.  

N o t h i n g  has  moved at al l  in  the Treaty L a n d s  
Entitlement issue, a n d  that is o n e  issue that needs to 
be resolved here in this H ouse and also especial ly in 
the North .  If  you are going to exercise any k ind of 
economic development for many of those communities, 
the land quest ion has to be resolved. 

Also, in deal i ng  with the land quest ion,  coming i nto 
an area l i ke the Northern Flood Agreement-a lot of 
development because of the uncertainty of the land 
q uest ion .  I th ink the M i nister wi l l  f ind that many of the 
potential  economic development i n it iatives wi l l  suffer 
because the land quest ion has to be resolved. We have, 
I th ink ,  whole areas that amount to mi l l ions of acres 
and also specific areas that the bands have selected . 
Those were ongoing th ings that need to be addressed . 
I look forward to th is M in ister in work ing out, hopeful ly, 
successfu l ly with the bands in add ressing the issue. 

An Honourable Member: Come over to this side of 
the House . 

Mr. Harper: I k now the Member wants me to become 
a Conservative and I mentioned to h im that I th ink  I 
wanted to be more progressive, but I do not k now 
whether he l istens or not. 

But that is one of the issues that you need to address 
is the Northern Flood issue, the Treaty Land Entitlement 
issue and the other one is, of course, the compl icated 
issue of I nd ian gaming, the lotteries issue. As you know, 
bands are operat ing b ingos and lotteries on reserves. 
Under the Ind ian Act, the I ndian people are al lowed 
to pass by-laws respecting gaming ,  but there seem to 
be some jurisdictional problems in  terms of who has 
jurisdiction in  respect to lotteries because, under the 
Cr iminal  Code, the provinces have jurisdiction to m ake 
legislation guidel ines in respect to lotteries. So there 
is some confusion as to whose jur isdict ion it is .  

* ( 1 530) 
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We were in the p rocess of negotiat ing with the I nd ian 
bands as how to handle this. One of the ways of 
proceeding  to do that is just to take i t  to court or refer 
i t  to the court, but I th ink a lot of Ind ian people do 
not trust the court system because, when you look at 
the p resent h istory and the precedents in terms of the 
courts, i n  terms of recogniz ing their r ights, it has not 
been favourable to Indian people. Also, I had mentioned 
earl ier about the development of legislation regulation 
and h ow the courts tended not to recogn ize the Ind ian 
values and Indian rights. So a lot of the p reference of 
I ndian people is  rather to negotiate a pol it ical solution 
to many of their problems. 

l t  woul d  be a lot easier for Governments, i f  they do 
not want to deal with i t ,  just to refer everyth ing to the 
courts, and the courts wi l l  be tied u p  with many of the 
Indian issues. I think, when I look at the I ndian issues, 
especial ly the Treaty Land Entit lement, the federal 
Government and their secret document that I h ad 
mentioned , they rather see many ol the Treaty Land 
Entit lement, the land corrections referred to the courts. 
I th ink there needs to be a pol it ical will and a pol itical 
courage by G overnments to deal with many of the Ind ian 
i ssues, to deal with many of the problems that we h ave 
on reserves i n  employment housing ,  in educat ion,  and 
in the social chaos that exists. I think we need to look 
at that. 

I had mentioned about the gaming .  The other th ing 
that l was going to ment ion is too that we are going 
to  deal with the whole question of taxat ion.  That is 
another m atter that needs to be addressed by the 
M in ister, the taxat ion.  As you know, Indian people do 
n ot pay al l  taxation on reserves but they are subject 
to taxation in some areas, and I th ink that needs to 
be addressed. I know in hydro services, the I nd ian 
people do not pay the taxes and the other service th ings 
l ike MTS is one of the areas that we are going to look 
at, whether i t  should be taxed . We have other taxations 
that need to be addressed , sales tax, that i f  the store 
is  situated on  the reserve, the Indian people do  not 
p ay the sales tax on that. So it is a very compl icated 
area that we were just beginn ing into the whole area. 
I know i t  is  going to take a long t ime to u nravel and 
h ave a clear d i rection to go i n  terms of that issue. 

The other area that we have gone ahead - !  th ink 
which th is G overnment is  proud of-is the I nd ian ch i ld 
welfare program. The I nd ian people have taken on the 
responsib i l ity for the Indian chi ld care agencies. I know 
there have been some crit icisms that are very strong 
against the Native agencies, but it is  sort of a process 
that they are going through .  For the Ind ian people to 
take on that responsib i l ity, we had to change some 
legislation in order for them to take over the I n d ian 
chi ld welfare programs. Part of that problem is, of 
course, the funding that they are getting from the federal 
G overnment I know that the federal Government is at 
this t ime not proceeding to fund the I ndian chi ld welfare 
agenc ies to the  extent t h at t h ese agenc ies need ,  
because I k now i n  certain areas they need train ing  
dol lars so that they can  train people so  they can  work 
more effectively. In certain areas, they need del ivery 
do llars but they are not getting the dol lars to do i t  and,  
as a m atter of fact , are be ing denied the dol lars to 
effectively deliver the program. 
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I n  conclusion,  M r. Speaker, I look forward to work ing 
with the M i nister of Northern Affairs and Native Affairs 
(Mr. Downey). I am sure that I have not real ly crit icized 
him yet. I look forward to what he can do and what 
kind of programs that he can do. I am sure I look 
forward to h is  budget Let us see what kind of budget 
he has and what k ind of programs he wil l  be i ntroducing. 
l know at th is t ime he is giving the contract out to 
review the Native Secretariat, which means nothing at 
this point because I do not know what they are going 
to come up  with ,  what kind of recommendations they 
are going to come up with , and maybe they will come 
up with something positive. 

I k now that they are doing something in the area of 
N a t i ve j u s t i ce a n d  I l o o k  forward t o  t h e  
recommendations o f  that Native justice coming ,  maybe 
in a couple of years or  a year-and-a-half, and from 
there we wil l  see what happens. 

i t  h as been my pleasure to say a few words on the 
Throne S peech,  and to be able to pass information on 
to my Members i n  the Legislature. Thank you very much. 

Ms. Avis Gray (EIIice):  The most significant step in 
the world 's  h istory of law and order was perhaps that 
taken by pr imit ive man.  Consider, a tr ibe sitt ing down 
aroun d  the fire and, as if by some u nconscious common 
consent, the tribe al lowed only one man to stand and 
speak at a t ime. That, M r. Speaker, was the beginn ing.  

When any of us stand here today i n  the Legislature 
and others sit down and l isten , let us remember that 
over 3,000 years of human struggle, learning  and culture 
are involved i n  th is simple act. 

The early G reeks taught us that, without a system 
of public address, democracy did not exist . Democracy 
and speech-making were born together in those ancient 
days, and they are st i l l  an i ntegral part of our free 
society, some 23 centuries later. 

And i f  we fol lowed democracy and speech-making 
through the centuries, we would be remi nded of the 
g reat orators, A ristotle, Cicero, Erasmus and,  later on,  
Churchi lL  And one of the achievements that made them 
g reat was their wi l l ingness to educate future speakers 
and orators. 

There have been many orators in  this H ouse who 
were g reat They have carried on the tradit ion of 
contemporary rhetoric. Let us hope that we wi l l  al l  learn 
from them. 

I n  1 855, Cicero's writ ings were translated , and he 
wrote, and I quote: "Ai l  the force and the art of 
speaking must be employed in allaying or  excit ing the 
feel ings of those who l isten. To th is must be added a 
certain portion of g race and wit, quickness and brevity 
in  replying, accompanied with refined decorum and 
urbanity. " 

11 n 'y  a aucun doute que vous al lez faire p reuve de 
grande competence, M .  le president, et  je tiens a ajouter 
mes fel icitations a celles de mes collegues pour votre 
nomination a ce poste si honorable. Je voudrais aussi 
fel iciter l ' h onorable membre de Seven Oaks pour sa 
nomination au poste de depute president. La sagesse, 
l ' i n teg r i t e ,  l a  b i e nvei l l a n ce et l a  d i p l o m a t i e  s o n t  
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seulement d es qua l i tes aptes aux  personnes q u i  
occupant cette position .  Je suis confiante q u e  ces 
qual ites vont etre m ises a l 'oeuvre adm i rablement par 
vous, M. le president, et par vous, M. le depute 
president. 

(Translation) 

There is no doubt that you will demonstrate great 
competence, M r. Speaker, and I would l ike to add my 
congratulations to those of my col leagues on your 
appointment to th is very honourable position .  I would 
also l i ke to congratulate the H onourable Member for 
Seven Oaks ( M r. M inenko) on his appointment to the 
position of Deputy Speaker. Wisdom,  i ntegrity, good 
will and d iplomacy are only some of the qual it ies 
requ i red to f i l l  th is position .  I am confident that these 
qual i ties will be put into practice adm i rably by you, M r. 
Speaker, and by you, M r. Deputy Speaker. 

All in this House shall wi l l ingly defer to your judgment, 
as our perception is of a Speaker who is  trustworthy, 
competent and objective. 

M. le president, c'est pour moi un honneur de sieger 
dans la chambre comme depute. 1 1  y a vingt ans je 
suis venue dans cette chambre pour la  premiere fois. 
J 'a i  ete impressionnee par la  splendeur de cet edifice, 
par sa belle architecture, ainsi que par l a  m u lt itude de 
tableaux d 'anciens premiers m i nistres du M an itoba. 
Les hommes representes dans ces tableaux m 'ont 
frappee. Ces hommes serieux,  de veritables heros, 
etaient sOrement venus de c irconstances de vie bien 
d i fferentes des m iennes. Plus tard , assise au balcon 
de l a  chambre, je me suis apercue que les pol it icians 
manitobains etaient des citoyens ordinaires. l is  etaient 
originaires de g randes vi l les, d u  Nord et meme de 
communautes rurales comme la  mienne.  Enfin ,  quand 
je pense a ma jeunesse, a mon vecu en m i l ieu rural, 
je suis convaincue que cette experience va etre pour 
moi  un i mmense atout dans mon role de depute. 

(Translation) 

* ( 1 540) 

M r. Speaker, i t  is  an honour for me to sit in this House 
as a member. l t  was twenty years ago that I entered 
th is H ouse for the fi rst t ime. I was i m pressed by the 
splendour of th is bu i ld ing ,  by its lovely architecture as 
well as by the many paint ings of the former premiers 
of Manitoba. The men depicted in  these paintings struck 
me. These serious men, veritable heroes, surely must 
h ave come from circumstances very d i fferent from my 
own. Later, as I sat in the gal lery, I not iced that 
Manitoba's politicians were ordinary citizens. They came 
from large cities, from the North and even from rural 
communities l ike my own. Now when I think of my youth 
and my experiences in a rural sett ing ,  I am convinced 
that they will be a g reat asset to me in  my role as a 
member. 

I g rew up in a farm near the small  community of 
Cromer, in southwestern Manitoba. Rural l i fe affords 
many learning opportun ities. I l istened with i nterest 
when my colleague, the Honourable Member for Fort 
G arry (Mr. Evans), told of his early years on the farm, 
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spent picking stones. My sister and I too spent many 
summers picking stones, and it was the one job on 
the farm that we d isl iked the most. lt  d id  teach us, 
however, that for every problem solved, there were 1 0  
more wait ing for you the next day. 

We also learned to make choices at an early age. 
Should we order from the Sears catalogue or from the 
Eat o n ' s  cat a l o g u e ?  I ,  t o o ,  went  to a one-room 
schoolhouse i n  G rades 1 through to 8. lt  was about 
as typical a schoolhouse as one could i magine, a red 
brick structure, dotted on an acre of bare prairie. 
Country schools d id much to teach independence. When 
a teacher must handle G rades 1 through 8 ,  a student 
is c o m p e l l e d  t o  become a sel f-starter  and be 
independent. 

Often d u r i n g  the w i nter, when the teacher who 
commuted f rom Virden,  could not  make it out  because 
of bad roads, the oldest g i r l  in the school would step 
i nto her shoes, and i t  was business as usual. 

There was always a tremendous sense of community 
in rural Manitoba. Through celebrations and d isasters, � neighbours were always there for each other to lend 
support and encouragement. The spir it of cooperation 
and strong community bonds transcended the culture, 
pol i t ical persuasion and economic background.  

Rural l ife taught me pr ide in  my community, a sense 
of fel lowship,  and a strong recognit ion of the importance 
of cooperat ion.  

What fami ly d id  not l ive in  rural Manitoba without 
having had the opportunity to be i nvolved in  the 4-H 
and youth program? The Honourable M em ber for 
Virden ( M r. F indlay), has pre-empted me in  tel l ing th is 
House the meaning of the 4-H 's ,  head , heart, hands 
and health .  That however, is the official version.  My 
father, who was appointed chief chauffeur  for al l  of our 
4-H activit ies, had h is own interpretation of what 4-H 
stood for. He maintained it meant, hurry home, have 
supper, and h i t  the road . 

We would  be wise in th is Legislative Assembly if we 
l istened to the pledge and practised it here. My head 
to clearer th ink ing - as we make decisions for the 
people of Manitoba, we must be cognizant of taking 
a clear and responsible approach to all of our decisions. 
My heart to great loyalty- let us be loyal to ourselves 
and to our principles. Let us be loyal to our constituents 
and to all Man itobans, whom we are here to serve and 
for whom we uphold the pr inciples of democracy. My 
hands to larger service-we m ust be sensitive to the 
needs of the people and work with them in resolving 
major economic and social  problems. And my health 
to better l ivi ng - it is essential for us to work toward 
a goal of a M an itoba which promotes the emotional ,  
physical and mental  wel l-being of its residents. 

4-H i nsti l led in  me the value of . leadership,  and i t  
taught me the art of publ ic  speaking.  I might add there 
were many speaking competitions, and many judges, 
but none as tough as the judge in  the basement of our 
house, called mother. I can only hope that the f ine 
qual i t ies that 4-H advocates for its youth wi l l  be the 
same qual it ies found with in the Members of this House. 

I would be remiss if I did not take this opportun ity 
to thank al l  of the constituents of E l l ice, for they are 
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the real reason that I am speaking today in th is 
Legislature. Perhaps one of the best ways to describe 
the El l ice constituency is to tel l  you about a graduation 
I recently attended at Daniel Mc lntyre Collegiate. 

The names of the graduates read something l ike th is :  
Fontanel la, Papadopoulos,  Nygen ,  Sousa,  G i lroy, Tran,  
Cell i tt i ,  and Neves. These names epitomize the nature 
of my c o n s t i t u e ncy. E l l i ce  i s  a u n i q u e ,  b l e n d e d  
comm u nity w h i c h  recognizes cu l tura l  d iversity and  
str i ves t o  p r o m ote t hese eth n i c  var iat i o n s ,  wh i le  
maintain ing  a strong community identity. 

M any of my constituents are newcomers to Canada 
and to Manitoba, and have not yet obtained their 
Canadian citizenship .  To each and every resident of 
El l ice ,  as their elected representative, I vow to serve 
them with fairness, with honour, and with i ntegr ity. 

At th is  j uncture,  I would l i ke to take th is opportunity 
to comment on the Throne S peech.  As I read through 
the contents, I found myself checking the back page 
to n ote the author's name, thinking that I had through 
a rare error i n  G overnment mai l  i ntercepted a virgin 
manuscript on its way to the publ ishers. This document 
had i ndeed al l  the characteristics of a beg inner's novel .  
First, there was a lack of plan.  Second,  there were too 
many scenes that  d id  not advance the story but merely 
interrupted it. Thirdly, the writer i n  an attempt to put 
something into the book for everyone, i n  effect, pleased 
no one. However, every beg inner deserves some credit .  

I applaud th is Government for vowing  to take a fresh 
approach to g overn ing ,  for suggest ing a wi l l ingness to 
pursue open , honest Government.  In the past 10 years 
and part icularly the last five, Manitobans and certainly 
civi l  servants h ave suffered from an administrat ion 
whose style was one of an i l l usion of openness and 
l istening but, behind  the magic of the i l l us ion,  were 
c losed minds and a posture of "we k n ow best , we do 
not need to l isten to the  people ."  

M ay I b e  s o  bo ld  as t o  c o u n se l  t h e  p resent  
;iidministrat ion,  if they choose to listen ,  on achieving 
effective, efficient management. Be cautious of solving 
management confl icts by avoiding the problem. A 
popular solution with the previous G overnment was to 
i mplement a solut ion that had n othing to do with the 
problem. One solution was to total ly d ismantle the 
regional health and community services i n  Win n i peg 
and i nstead develop three new structures. They chose 
to ignore any recommendations from middle and senior 
m anagement  a n d  read i l y  accepted t h e  
recommendations o f  o n e  ind ividual parachuted i n  who 
single-handedly destroyed a basical ly sound structure. 
What is inexcusable is that, i n  a time of financial crisis, 
th is  i ndividual was al lowed to create a system which 
t r ipled the cost of the operat ion .  

Experts i n  promoting organizational change wi l l  tel l  
us  their basic pr inciples for accompl ishing change in 
a positive way. The NDP admin istration took every key 
pr inciple and proceeded to do the opposite. I n  fact , 
as I read through h istory books, I realized that the 
previous admin istration must have been boning u p  on 
Petronius Arbiter. He spoke words i n  60 A.D. that are 
as true today as they were then,  and I quote: "We 
tend to meet any new situation by reorganizing ,  and 
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a wonderful method it can be for creating the i l lusion 
of progress whi le producing confusion ,  i nefficiency and 
demoralizat ion . ' '  

* ( 1 550) 

The task of improving staff morale i n  the Civi l  Service, 
and particularly in the Departments of Health and 
Community Services, is an onerous one. There are 
dedicated , conscientious f ield staff and supervisors in 
these departments. They have devoted themselves to 
long hours,  many evenings and weekends of work 
without compensation. They h ave put their heart and 
their soul into their job and al l  they ask for is  some 
support, some clear d irect ion and an occasional thank 
you, that was a job wel l  done. Because of th is lack of 
d i rect ion and confl icting d i rection from M i nisters and 
directorates and because of reorganizat ion,  staff morale 
in these departments is at an all-time low. 

There was no joy in mudville when the mighty H oward 
was up to bat. The NDP had struck out.  There is no  
joy for staff who go to  work every day and face d rudgery 
and lack the motivation because of three years of chaos. 
Staff are prepared to deal with heavy workloads, but 
what they are not prepared to deal  with is a cont inual 
punitive approach, d isorganization, lack of d i rection and 
general chaos. 

I chal lenge the M i nister of Community Services ( M rs .  
Oleson)  and the M i nister of Health (Mr. Orchard) to set 
down the revitalizat ion of our civi l  servants in their  
respective departments as a top priority. There are good 
dedicated p rofessionals out there. Al low them a work 
environment which encourages them to reach their  
potential .  We know the qual ity of service to the publ ic  
is paramount.  Only through staff who are enthusiast ic,  
committed and positively chal lenged is that q uality a 
reachable goal .  

I noticed the Honourable M i nister of Community 
Services ( M rs.  Oleson), in her response to the Throne 
Speech,  said that she would  welcome constructive 
crit icism. I too see it as the role of the Opposition to 
s i m p l y  n ot j u st o ppose and attack but t o  offer 
suggestions and ideas which are constructive and 
meaningfu l .  I n  my role as critic for Community Services, 
I would l ike to spend the next few minutes speaking  
to  the major thrust in  that  department. 

Child care is certainly not a new phenomena in 
Canada. Albeit in  various forms, chi ld care has been 
a part of th is country for over a century, particularly 
in the more industrial ized Provinces of Quebec and 
Ontario. l t  is only in the past few decades that we as 
a province have come to recognize the vital l inks 
between social services, work , fami ly l ife and the quality 
of a chi ld 's l ife. We must commend the previous 
administration for its worthwhi le efforts in  being  leaders 
in  developing a qual ity ch i ld care system. 

lt  is  now incumbent upon the present adm i n istrat ion 
to negotiate quickly with the federal G overnment to 
ensure that M anitoba is n ot d iscriminated against for 
being a leader in  chi ld care.  l t  is  a lso incumbent upon 
this Government to reassure M anitobans that indeed 
child care is a priority. We know there is a chronic 
shortage of child care spaces i n  Man itoba. I trust in 
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the upcoming Budget that adequate dol lars wi l l  be 
al located for those spaces. 

This G overnment must act quickly and decisively to 
examine funding for extended hours of care. M any of 
our fami lies work shift work and are d iscrim inated 
against because they cannot f ind day cares who provide 
extended hours. Standards of care that have been 
developed over the years must be maintained and must 
be enhanced . lt is critical that we cont inue to be a 
leader in Canada in the qual ity of care which we afford 
our ch i ldren .  

A chi ld once to ld  h is defin i t ion of house and home.  
"When you are outside i t  looks l ike a house but when 
you are inside it feels l ike a home." Unfortunately, many 
chi ldren cannot appreciate the warm feelings associated 
with a home. They only know neglect and suffer ing.  
Ch i ldren are our most precious resource. 

lt  is  the responsib i l ity of the Government to ensure 
that the chi ld-caring agencies offer a comprehensive 
coordinated approach to ch i ld  abuse, that they ensure 
t h at there  is a p r ovi s i o n  of  c o m m u n ity-based 
programming i n  working  with fami l ies i n  areas of  
prevention, and that they support these agencies i n  
becoming leaders a n d  educat ing other comm u nity 
g roups and i nstitutions. The recent incident of a school 
administrator possibly not report ing the suspected child 
abuse situation perhaps i l lustrates the outstanding need 
for better educat ion of our commun ities. 

We on th is side of the H ouse were encouraged to 
see that the C h i l d  P rotec t i o n  C e n t r e  w i l l  be  t h e  
b e n ef ic iary o f  a d d i t i o n a l  resou rces .  W e  were 
d iscouraged that a commitment has not been shown 
i n  reconci l i n g  the d ispar i t ies  in o u t reach fun d i n g  
between rural agencies a n d  urban agencies. Chi ld 
car ing agencies must be adequately funded so that 
they can carry out their mandate for ch i ld  protection 
services and for prevention programming .  I trust th is  
wi l l  be forthcoming i n  the Budget. 

Foster care, M r. Speaker, i s  the m ost desirable and 
economical form of alternate care for our ch i ldren.  I 
u rge th is G overnment to show commitment to foster 
parents for moving towards the much needed rate 
i ncreases, and support the Foster Parents Association 
by working with them for establ ishing support systems 
for foster fami lies, for provid ing the necessary education 
and for assisting the association in  resolving some of 
the legal impl ications foster ing can be involved with. 

The Throne S peech also noted assisting  Osborne 
H ouse. I would hope that this G overnment as wel l  
recogn izes t h e  expressed need for more shelters i n  
rural a n d  northern Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable M i nister of  Community 
S ervices ( M rs. Oieson) spoke of the G overnment's 
commitment to the ph i losophy of movi n g  vulnerable 
citizens from institutions to the comm u nity. I heart i ly  
concur with this phi losophy. I a lso concur with the 
Honourable M i n ister's statement that  perhaps the 
Welcome Home i nit iative was i l l-planned . I trust th is  
administration wi l l  learn from the mistakes of the past 
G overnment. 

Yes,  i t  is i mportant to i nvolve the community in 
planning services and resources for our  vulnerable 
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citizens, but certainly anyone with knowledge in  the 
f i e l d  o f  c o m m u n i ty o r g a n i zat i o n  and c o m m u n i t y  
development k nows that to develop pr inciples where 
you have sol id commu nity participation and partnership ,  
one m ust know that  you cannot do  th is  in  a two-month 
period. 

Furthermore, the Government has the responsibi l ity 
to communicate honestly and clearly with community 
groups and agencies, to actual ly sol icit their ideas and 
suggestions, and to develop specif ic funding gu idel ines 
so that staff and commun ity are not of the impression 
of the blank cheque syndrome. 

We know their  resources are never inf in ite. I urge 
this Government to develop strategies for services for 
our vulunerable citizens, a better balance between 
e n h a n c i n g  q u al i ty  of l i fe for  t hose people leav ing 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  for  p rov i d i n g  t h e  m u c h - needed 
opportun ities for  ind ividuals already in  our com m u nity. 

Look crit ically at the various program components 
in  Community Services. Program guidel ines for el igibi lity 
are in  urgent need of revamping.  Staffing in  Community 
Services need f i r m ,  c lear  d i rect i o n  from program 
d irectorates and from regional admin istrat ion.  

The organ izat iona l  st ructure of the  Com m u n ity 
Services operations and Health operations requ i res 
major repair. There is an urgent need to revital ize the 
mu lt id iscip l inary team concept. The last fou r  years has 
seen a general erosion of the team concept so that 
vertical programs reig n  supreme. This results in gaps 
i n  service for the consumer and program territorial ity, 
which is not compat ib le with an i ntegrated qual ity 
service for people in the community. Rather, i t  breeds 
fragmentation of service and , in some cases, results 
in d uplicat ion . 

May I urge the Ministers of Community Services ( M rs. 
Oleson)  and Health (Mr. Orchard) to seriously consider 
amalgamat ion  of the t h ree reg i o n s  i n t o  one. The 
Honourable M i n ister of Health ,  when he sat on the 
Opposit ion side, was well aware of the mu lt itude of 
prob lems faci n g  the t h ree-reg i o n a l  structure .  H i s  
extensive knowledge o f  t h e  subject is recorded i n  the 
many Question Period edit ions of H ansard. I am sure 
his insight into the problem will lead to further insight 
and act ion now. 

My colleague, the Honourable Member for Ki ldonan 
( M r. Cheema), actually expounded on the gravity of the 
concerns facing the health care system. As the deputy 
crit ic i n  Health, I would l ike to comment to this House 
on three vital health care thrusts. 

One i n  fou r  Manitobans wi l l  experience some form 
of a mental breakdown in  their lifetime. The performance 
of the past Government in the provision of mental health 
services can be summed up  in one word - dismal. For 
years now, from the days of the White Paper i n  1975, 
the Government of the Day paid l ip service but l i tt le 
else to mental health services. Consequently, we have 
a system in th is province which is characterized by l ack 
of  coord i n a t i o n  o f  the var i o u s  m e n t a l  hea l t h 
components, fewer psychiatrists avai lable, a mental 
health hospital i n  Selkirk that does not know it has a 
mandate for community outreach ,  community mental 
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health workers who only have the t ime and,  to some 
extent ,  only the knowledge to deal with crisis and 
rehabi l itation not p revent ion,  a p revalent ph i losophy 
that we do "for" individuals not do  "with ,"  and the 
inabi l ity of ind ividuals needing acute care to access 
hospital beds. I could go on .  

Manitobans are  demanding that the G overnment sit 
up and take notice of the total fai lu re of our mental 
health system and g ive notice that improvements in 
the system are a top pr iority with this Government.  

* ( 1 600) 

Yes,  we l istened to the Speech from the Throne when 
a commitment was made for ensuring  this coordinated 
approach in mental health .  But this G overnment must 
go beyond that. There must be a commitment to 
develop  an overal l  strategy and al locate real dol lars to 
programs. 

For too many years, mental health services have been 
the receiver of the bottom of the barrel when i t  came 

• to dol lar allocat ion.  For too many years, Manitobans 
• requir ing these services have been the brunt of an i l l ­

conceived, i l l-prepared system. The t ime is long overdue 
for a G over n m en t  to i n i t i at e  d evelo p m e n t  of a 
comprehensive, coordinated mental health system ,  a 
system where Government and commun ity agencies 
work in partnership.  

Services to the elderly, M r. S peaker, form a cont inuum 
from recreational opportunit ies i n  the community to 
exten ded-care medical services in  the hospital.  We know 
our  population is aging  and th is is evident with the 
g rowth of the continu ing care program over the years. 
The H onourable M i nister of Health ( M r. Orchard) has 
e x pressed h i s  concern about  h o m e  care.  H e  has 
expressed h is  concern about the lack  of  f inancial 
control . Regional home care services spend mi l l ions of 
dol lars every year. In Win n i peg alone, the budget of 
the Home Care Assistance Program last year was over 
$2 1 mi l l ion .  Yes,  fiscal accountabi l ity is  needed. As wel l ,  
the delivery structure of h o m e  care m ust be examined.  
l t  i s  virtually i mpossible to deliver a qual ity, consistent 
service through the three-regional structure. 

� Better communication channels must be establ ished 
with hospitals. The role of the VON must be crit ically 
examined. Pr iorities must be given to train ing of home 
care attendants and home support staff. The current 
train ing  for the orderlies is  woeful ly lacking .  I mmediate 
steps must be taken to i m prove the overall orientat ion 
and train ing .  

l t  is  t ime that  the new G overnment encourages the 
p h i l osophy of fai r and  e q u i t a b l e  treatment for  a l l  
Manitobans receiving services. For too many years, the 
Home Care Program h as been plagued with an attitude 
from senior management and top officials where the 
squeaky wheel gets the g rease. lt  is incumbent upon 
th is G overnment that equity be returned to this system. 
Whi le some elderly are at risk in  their home waiting  
for  services, other ind ividuals are receiving home care 
attendant services. These home care attendants are 
doing their gardening and typing novels for them. Where 
is the equity in that system ?  

Fou r  reviews have been conducted on  t h e  cont inu ing 
care program i n  the last three years. I would suggest 
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that at least three of these reviews are now gathering 
dust  on shelves and have never been used . I would 
encourage the M i n ister of  Health (Mr. Orchard) to 
exam i n e  t h ese reviews and g lean what usef u l  
recommendations there may b e .  Let us not call for 
another review before we h ave exami ned the exist ing 
data and recommendations. 

Final ly, M r. Speaker, I must comment on health 
p r o m o t i o n  and d i sease p reve n t i o n .  L a u d a b l e  
stat e m e n t s  i n deed !  T h e  p revi ous  a d m i n is t rat i o n ,  
however, left u s  with t h e  i l lusion that p revention was 
paramount.  They even established a Health Promotion 
Directorate. I n  reality however, the lack of long-term 
planning and the lack of financial resources resulted 
in  l ip service to this concept as wel l .  

Concrete preve n t i o n  p r o g r a m s  h ave proven 
themselves over t h e  long term many t i mes over. 
However, G overnments are always reluctant to put the 
necessary dollars into prevention and health promotion. 
I ask the House, M r. S peaker, wi l l  th is Government 
become a leader in  th is f ield?  I certain ly hope so. 

Democracy has travelled many mi les from the early 
tribal caucus, but the essence of their meeting is with 
us today. One person speaks and the others l isten.  lt 
is  my wish that, during th is Session,  we maintain a 
decorum that would befit the g reat orators of h istory. 

Some Honourable Members: Hear, hear! 

Ms. G ray: Certain ly good repartee and sophisticated 
wit are a d m i r a b l e ,  b u t  pett i n ess a n d  c haracter 
mal ignment is a lesser man's form of rhetoric. l t  is my 
wish that we pledge our  heads to clearer th ink ing,  our  
hearts to g reater loyalty, our  hands to larger service 
and our health to better l iving as we serve as legislators. 
l t  is my wish that th is Government accepts our cause 
when g iven and also accepts constructive crit icism, for 
we must remember that on  both sides of this House 
we are here for but one goal-to serve M anitoba wel l .  

l t  is my wish, M r. Speaker, to remind m y  worthy 
col leagues that our performance is  constantly being 
measured , for al l  of us must know the three great 
monitors of pol it icians: the ever watchful eye of the 
publ ic ,  the written word of H ansard , and the sharp 
tongue of beer and skits. 

M r. Speaker, I wish to i mpart to the Members of th is 
H ouse words written by S i r  Wi l l iam Osier and , as I read 
and reread his l ines,  I cann ot help but th ink that surely 
Sir  Wil l iam m ust have known an individual who m irrored 
our own Honourable Member for River Heights, ou r  
Leader o f  the Opposition ( Mrs. Carstairs). They are 
words that describe what I k now she believes in, and 
they are words that I know she l ives by. They are words 
which I hope this Assembly wi l l  al l  aspire to: 

"To have striven , to h ave made the effort, to 
have been true to certain ideals,  that alone is 
worth the struggle. We are here to add what we 
can to,  not get what we can from, l ife. " 

Mr. Helmut Pankratz (La Verendrye): M ay I begin my 
remarks th is afternoon by congratulat ing you ,  M r. 
S peaker, on the appointment to your h igh office in th is 
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Legislature. I also extend congratulations to those 
Members who were re-elected to this House. I also 
congratulate and welcome new Members, and I hope 
you wi l l  f ind it  a rewarding experience. 

I want to wish the Pages and staff working in  th is  
Assembly an enjoyable and productive Session .  I also 
congratu late the M over ( M r. P raznik)  and the Seconder 
( M r. G i l leshammer) of the Throne Speech . Lastly, but 
m ost i mportantly, are the constituents who I represent ,  
and I want to  thank them for their  support that  they 
have g iven me. 

These are exciting yet chal lenging t imes for M anitoba 
as we p repare for the 1 99 0 s ,  and I a m  sure a l l  
M anitobans would agree that Manitoba should and 
could be a major player on  the Canadian stage as we 
enter the next decade. 

I n  order to achieve this, we m ust have a strong and 
vibrant economy so as to sustain the services that we 
are provid ing.  lt  is for this reason that I do support 
t h e  Throne  S peec h .  Better  m a n ag e m e n t  w i t h i n  
G overnment and Crown corporations and a stronger 
economy w i l l  e n a b l e  o u r  G overn me n t  to devote 
additional resources to maintain and improve services 
to all Manitobans. Our Government has i nherited a 
legacy of h igh debt and taxes and a g rowing burden 
of debt-service costs. 

We in  Government today realize the mismanagement 
which took p lace i n  the previous admin istrat ion.  This 
mismanagement has led to an increased debt level 
due, in part, to mismanagement of Crown corporations 
and depending too heavi ly o n  the publ ic sector and , 
in part, to the dis incentive for businesses to locate here 
in this province. As the Premier has ind icated a lready, 
we are committed to provid ing an open Government,  
encouraging ind ividual i n it iat ives and growth i n  the 
private sector. 

M r. Speaker, G overnments must be better managed . 
G overnments must be more responsible and more 
acco untab le .  We, as M e m bers of this Leg is lat ive 
Asembly, must work together to achieve just th is .  

Our Premier (Mr. Fi lmon) h as indicated that we are 
on our agenda and I support h im ,  and not l ike some 
of the questions during Question Period where only 
fearmongerin g  and grandstanding is taking p lace. 

* ( 1 6 1 0) 

I want to talk about my constituency. in the past 
seven years, virtually no road development has taken 
place. I must congratulate the M inister of H ighways 
(Mr. Driedger) in how he has taken serious consideration 
i n  the needs in  our constituency and he has acted . He 
has acted quickly i n  rebui ld ing the 3 1 1  and the 2 1 6  to 
the 52. He also saw the need on the 303 into the 
Fredensthal Ha l l ,  that one m i le, it will be paved. Then 
there is going to be land acqu isit ion on the 303 to the 
2 1 6 .  Then the i n te rsect i o n  on 5 2 ,  M c Kenzie a n d  
Hespeler Road . I g ive t h e  M i nister o f  Highways a lot 
of credit for seeing the need and the job-the roads 
that h ave been neglected in  the past years by the past 
administrat ion.  

Then at the east end of my const ituency is the smal l  
but v ibrant community of Falcon Lake. They h ave an 

230 

organization called Falcon Ski Club. This club is actively 
involved in helping provide services which the province 
and areas so desperately need. I f ind it interesting when 
we have n ow got the f igures as to which constituency 
has received from Community P laces Program monies 
that this has been added in. l t  should also have been 
mentioned that a community l ike this has asked and 
requested for funding three previous l imes, I bel ieve, 
and have always been refused . This club h as been 
refused - by the way, what this money is described as 
for is to i nstall a T-bar at Falcon Lake.- ( Interject ion)­
! am happy that the Member opposite is also endorsing 
that. We worked very hard to get that, the Member for 
Spr ingfield ( M r. Roch) and also myself. We worked very 
hard with the organizat ion to get this for the ski c lub.  
We are very happy that  the present M i nister of Culture 
and Heritage (Mrs. M itchelson) saw the need and 
approved this applicat ion.  

( M r. Deputy Speaker, M ark M inenko, in  the Chai r. )  

The Member for  Thompson (Mr. Ashton) in  his speech 
stated:  " Now we wi l l  have to raise 50 percent of the 
funding for Community Places ."  I would l ike to ask that 
Member how he would l i ke it if they had had no funding 
unt i l  now. That is what we were l iv ing under before. 
We were gett ing virtually no funding from Community 
P laces, and today at least we are gett ing a fairer 
administration in  the Community Places program. I 
real ly want to admire the M i nister for that. 

I commend our M i n ister again for the fine job that 
she is doing. I would l ike to put on the record, constantly 
when d iscussing these different community projects, 
she always has ind icated that we must administrate it 
fairly and equitably to a l l  Manitobans. This is what she 
is doing and I give her a lot of credit for it .  

I a m  also p leased that the Dawson Tra i l e r  
O pportunit ies Un l imited has been g iven a green l ight .  
l t  is situated i n  Ste.  Anne and serves Ste.  Anne and 
surrounding area. This organizat ion,  and I would  l ike 
to elaborate a l i t t le on this because I believe Members 
in  this House should know, employs approximately 30 
cl ients. lt is a program where handicapped people are 
trained and work together to return them back into 
the constituency. This organization has been refused 
n umerous t imes before, and I am pleased once again 
that this M i n ister saw the need for this program and 
approved their applicat ion.  Now Dawson Trailers can 
carry on with their plans and thereby train cl ients to 
function more productively in  the commun ity than 
having them in  some group home. I believe th is is  
definitely being fa ir  and equitable to al l  constituencies 
by real izing the need for these handicapped people in 
our communities and then al lowing them to function. 

Six years ago, we appl ied for a sewer and water 
project in  the Town of Steinbach. The town needs a 
complete new lagoon. In the past , there have been joint 
funding programs, but the Pawley G overnment,  the 
previous G overnment, never saw fit to renew any of 
these programs with the federal Government whe�eby 
communit ies l ike Stein bach, Portage la Prairie, Brand on 
and even the City of Winn ipeg possibly could g et joint 
funding through these programs. Now, after three 
months of talks are under way with our federal M i n ister, 
I bel ieve we are close to signing an agreement whereby 
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communities l ike I just mentioned wi l l  be able to get 
partial funding from the federal Government, which was 
not possible before. 

A community like Steinbach is put on hold as far as 
expansion is concerned . I th ink  this is also what is 
happening  in other communities-the expansion. They 
are not approving subdivisions because the lagoon 
structure is too smal l .  So instead of support ing growth 
in rural communities, it  is again detrimental to them. 
I must say again ,  I am real ly p leased with our p resent 
adm i nistrat ion.  Our present Premier (Mr. F i lmon) is 
acting  fast and, together with our federal M i nisters, is 
trying to get someth ing into place whereby these 
communities wi l l  not be stymied of their g rowth.  

T h e  T h r o n e  S peech  c h a rted a n  a m b i t i ous  and 
comp rehensive plan of act ion.  As a rura l  Member, I am 
particularly p leased with the attention devoted to rural 
areas of M anitoba. Yes,  our Government and our 
Agriculture M i nister ( M r. Find lay) are committed to 
working together with M anitoba farmers, i n  cooperation 
w i t h  o t h e r  west e r n  p rov i n ces a n d  t h e  federa l  
G overnment,  to help i n  these tough times. We must 
l isten to the concerns of our farmers and work with 
them to help ease the burden. 

Yes, I believe the M i nister of Agriculture possibly could­
have, and should have m aybe, been m ore sympathetic 
to  the cereal crop growers in the southern part of the 
province. Crop insurance, I bel ieve, was one way that 
could  h ave been addressed.  N ow there are d i fferent 
ways of addressing  th is  problem but, obviously, with 
crop insurance, there is a problem when only 4 7 percent 
of the land is  participating in the crop insurance 
program, so there is  a problem. 

H ow could it  have been adm i nistered? l t  could have 
been possib ly  under 80 percent funding  only to t hose 
late entries or  possibly even that they m ust make sure 
that they would  be a part of the program for three 
years to come. Havin g  said that, I m ust g ive and I want 
to g ive the M i nister, pub l icly, credit for what he has 
accomplished . In this short time in  office, he h as a beef 
plan in p lace. He has worked h ard at a feed plant and 
got that in p lace. We also h ave a tr ipartite for beans 
in p lace, and we must al l  g ive the Minister of Agriculture 
( M r. F indlay) a lot of credit for what he has already 
accom p lished in  this short whi le.  After having been 
critical of him over the cereal crop, I must state that 
I th ink  he has acted very responsibly and very fast i n  
most areas of agriculture. For  that, I th ink  we are 
thankful  to h im .  

By the way, we  worked so  hard for th i s  tr ipartite i n  
sugar beets i n  1 986, today I would l ike to i n d icate to  
th is  H ouse that, if the p rices are  go ing  to keep c l imbing 
the way they h ave to d ate, there is a good p ossib i l ity 
that by the '88-89 crop year there wi l l  be no provincial 
or federal participat ion required if this trend wi l l  take 
p lace and keep on going i n  th is d i rect ion.  

I want to put on the record what the previous Member 
for Rossmere indicated during our negotiations in  1 986. 
We were negotiat ing with the federal M in ister, the 
Honourable Health M i nister, and he i ndicated,  "those 
are your people,  not mine ."  

An Honourable Member: Is  that what he said? 
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Mr. Pankratz: Those are your people, not m ine. I th ink 
poss i b l y  t h at m aybe h as a bea r i n g  on why that  
Honourable Member is not  i n  th is  H ouse at  the present 
t ime. 

Is this how we, who are elected by the people for 
the people, should  govern? Absolutely not. We are 
elected by the people to l isten , to understand, to act 
upon their concerns. This Government is committed 
to do just that, with rural issues as important as u rban 
concerns. Ideas have been put forth as to how to 
improve various services. I strongly bel ieve, i n  order 
to sustain our rural communities, some services must 
be decentralized . I am making reference to the Land 
Titles Office. I have written the Min ister. I am sure he 
and his staff wi l l  be reviewing the recom mendations. 
I am sure records wi l l  show a number of transactions 
from the southeast that it would warrant an office in 
Stein bach. An office i n  Steinbach would add to the 
services already provided by the town and Government 
departments and thereby service the southeast m ore 
equitably. 

* ( 1 620) 

Another Min ister that I would l ike to at th is t ime give 
a lot of credit for act ing speedi ly and hast i ly in th is 
short term in  office is the M inister of H ighways ( M r. 
Driedger). I am appreciative of the fact that the Throne 
S peech addresses itself to the No.  75 Highway. 

We have a City of Winn ipeg, capital of the P rovince 
of Man itoba, we want tourists, people to come there. 
We h ave a lot of attractions i n  the City of Winn ipeg.  
We h ave actual ly a poor road from the south going to 
the capital ,  which has wel l  over 50 percent of the 
populat ion of the Province of Manitoba. The City of 
Win n ipeg has a lot of things to offer for tourists. I bel ieve 
that th is is real ly great that the M i nister of H ighways 
has acted speedi ly and that we wi l l ,  with in  the next 
couple of years hopeful ly, see the completion of the 
75 four lane. 

I think everyone in  this House cannot remember when 
the 29  south was not a four lane from the border. So 
it just would  make sense that we would  continue that 
o n ,  continue that 29 American I nterstate, al l  the way 
in  to the City of Winn ipeg which is the capital of the 
province. 

I would l ike to then touch on the telephone. We are 
committed to removing party l ines as soon as possib le .  · 

With today's modern technology, there is no need for 
the existence of party l ines. But l ike everyth ing else, 
it  costs money. This p rovince saw the loss of $27 mi l l ion 
go d own the tube with MTX that could have gone a 
long way to accomplish this. 

Also another thing that wi l l  have to be wrestled with 
is the $207 mi l l ion where there is no money i n  reserve 
for  t h e  p e n s i o n  fu n d - l ack  of a res p o n s i b l e  
Govern ment.  I a m  sure that the present Premier ( M r. 
F i lmon)  and his Members, the Min isters, wi l l  act in a 
way m ore responsible way from here on .  I am p leased 
that th is  wi l l  be addressed . 

M r. Deputy  S peak er, t he T h r o n e  S peech a l s o  
addressed t h e  health care issue. O u r  commitment to  
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health care incentives is encouraging.  I am particularly 
p leased that i ncentives wi l l  be offered to doctors to 
l ocate and remain in  rural Manitoba, in  rural areas. 
Surely it  is a waste of time to train our young people 
i n  the medical profession of Manitoba only to suffer 
b rain drain .  As these doctors leave upon graduation, 
cit ing lack of opportunity incentives to remain in  our 
p rovince, the hospital program wi l l  review which wil l  
d etermine centres of excellence, expertise at the rural 
hospital leve l ,  wi l l  encourage standards of excel lence 
and, in return,  wi l l  recogn ize achievements. I th ink th is 
i s  a g reat step in  the r ight d i rection. 

I am also supportive of a good day care system. I 
am sure the M i nister wi l l  address the needs, but let 
us be mindful that not al l  parents want their ch i ldren 
in  day care. This is why I am support ive of the federal 
plan where there are also tax incentives. The previous 
Government wanted everybody raised in  a ch i ld-care 
i nstitution. This is not acceptable to me. We as parents 
and adults m ust have the right to decide how our 
chi ldren wi l l  be raised and educated. We, as e lected 
Members, know that the provincial Government must, 
together with the federal G overnment, work out a 
system whereby we can best provide services to the 
people who need them most,  and our Min ister, I am 
sure, wi l l  do his utmost to achieve that goal .  

A much-argued issue at th is t ime is the Meech Lake 
Constitutional Accord. I am pleased the Premier (Mr. 
Fi lmon) addressed this issue i n  the Throne Speech .  We 
wi l l  have publ ic hearings l ike stated dur ing our election 
campaign.  

Right after the election , an hour after the election 
on TV, the Opposition Leader  stated Meech Lake is 
d ead. I am happy that the Premier of the province has 
addressed this issue, that he says we will be l istening 
to the people, then we wi l l  and should have debate­
and I will be waiting for that hearing and also to debate. 

I n  regard to free trade, I have from the beg inn ing 
s u p p o rted free t r a d e .  I have f rom t h e  beg i n n i n g  
supported a n  adjustment that maybe wi l l  have t o  be 
made, but those adjustments you have to make i n  any 
kind of an agreement when you are making it .  An 
agreement has to be a good deal for both ,  and I bel ieve 
that this free trade deal is a good deal for both .  That 
d oes not m e a n  t h at t h e r e  w i l l  be some cer ta in  
commodities or certain issues that do not  have to be  
addressed but  I t h ink  we h ave to ,  by all means, add ress 
those problems as the t ime arises. 

I bel ieve both Governments are attempting to have 
a good deal and not just fearmongering again ,  l ike for 
instance in  the water questions. Actually some of these 
q uestions that are raised in th is House in  Question 
Period, you sometimes wonder what the publ ic must 
th ink about these. For instance, water, fi rst of a l l ,  we 
have an agreement with Neche which is supplying Altona 
water. Then we have in  my r id ing now a bott l ing plant 
which is almost going to cost a lmost $2 mi l l ion to bui ld 
and it  is under construction r ight today to sel l  water. 
Where to? The biggest market is going to be the USA, 
and here we are trying to fearmonger and again 
m isrepresent or put a false impression to the publ ic 
i n  raising such issues as water. 

I want to read to you from an article pol icy options, 
which I wi l l  read into record, which Senator Wi l l iam 

232 

Brook, Chairman of the U .S .  Delegation, states and I 
quote h im :  " I  bel ieve in Free Trade Agreements with 
Canada, but I wish the U nited States would  sign a Free 
Trade Agreement with every country in  the worl d .  Let 
us have a super-GATT with the United States and 
Canada and Europe. Let us form a group of those who 
want to abide by the rules, and let us show the world 
what can be done. I think we could have a bal l . "  I sure 
have to agree with that Senator on that statement. The 
trend in recent years has been in  the d i rection of freer 
markets, and I am looking forward to the participation 
more on this debate in the weeks ahead . 

Manitoba is a cultural mosaic of people from all walks 
of l ife, though everyone is d ifferent. So too are the 
d ifferences to be found in  different areas of our province 
and regions of our economy. We must try to make our 
d ifferences work for us together for a better province 
and nation. I strongly believe we have an obl igation in 
this H ouse. We not only can but must work together 
and bring about a better Government in  this province. 
I believe that we can prove to the people that we are 
the right Government and,  g iven some time before we 
go back to t h e  p e o p l e ,  we w i l l  h ave g a i ned t h e  
confidence a n d  w e  wil l  b e  g iven a majority Government. 

We cannot spend our way out of i t .  We cannot expect 
that  future generat ions  shou ld  pay for  o u r  l avish 
spending that has been taking p lace in  the past . So 
with that, I am going to be waiting for the M inister of 
Finance ( M r. Manness) to bring down his Budget on 
August 8. 

Hon. Bonnie Mitchelson (Minister of Culture, Heritage 
and Recreation): I was caught a l itt le off guard, but 
I am always prepared and ready to go. 

I firstly would like to congratu late you , M r. Deputy 
S peake r, because you are i n  t h e  C h a i r, for  you r 
appointment, and wish you impartiality in your deal ings 
with the House when you are in  the Chair. 

I would  l ike to go back and say to the Speaker, M r. 
Deputy  S pe a ker, c o n g r at u l at i o n s  to h i m  on h i s  
appointment. I wish h im well a n d  I know he wi l l  be a 
fair and impartial Speaker, as he has always been wel l­
received and we l l -accepted by  a ll Part ies i n  the 
Legislature. 

* ( 1 630) 

I woul d  l ike to congratulate al l  new Members who 
were elected to the House on al l  sides, al l  three Parties, 
and ind icate to them h ow, just two short years ago, 
there were 1 1  of us on this side of the House who were 
b r a n d  new M e m bers of t h e  Leg is lature  a n d  h ow 
sometimes very int imidating it was and how nervous 
we all were when we first started , standing up and 
making our maiden speech in  the House and asking 
our fi rst questions. I must say that it is much more 
enjoyable over on the Government side of the House 
for all of us answering those questions, and I am waiting 
very patiently for my first question to be asked of me 
so I can respond. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, I would l ike to, at this point,  
offer my congratulations and best wishes to our Premier 
( M r. Fi lmon) and indicate that we are very pleased to 
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be over here. I know that he has handled h imself very 
well as the Premier of our province, and I know that 
the people of Manitoba are very impressed with the 
job that we are doing as a new Government 

We are being fair, honest and straightforward and 
using a l itt le b it  of common sense for a change, 
someth ing that we have not seen over the past six 
years in deal ings with the people of Manitoba. I k n ow 
that the people of M anitoba are wishing us wel l .  They 
are impressed with what we are doing .  I have to say, 
M r. Deputy S peaker, that we are going to cont inue to  
impress and to work wi th  the people of  Manitoba so 
that  we have a fair, honest and open Government over 
the next several years. 

As is t rad i t i o n ,  I wou l d  just  l i k e  to t h a n k  m y  
constituents i n  River East f o r  expressing their faith i n  
me as  the i r  elected representative.  I know that the 
confidence was there, but I also do want to thank those 
m a n y  p e o p l e  w h o  p u t  i n  l o n g ,  h a r d  h o u r s  out  
campaign ing  w i th  me and  o n  behalf o f  myself and the 
Conservative Party i n  River East . There were a lot of 
new people who got involved in  this elect ion campaign, 
people that were keen and interested and they knew 
it was t ime for a change. They were able to go out 
there and speak forceful ly and with conviction to the 
constituents and convince them that the Conservative 
Party was the best alternative. I want to thank those 
people, those workers, who worked on my behalf and 
on b e h a l f  o f  o u r  Party t o  get  u s  e l ected a s  a 
G overnment. 

I also do want to express deep thanks to my fami ly, 
to my husband, who was a g reat support, and to my 
ch i ldren . 

I do h ave to say a few words about being  a woman 
with a young fami ly  involved i n  pol itics. Sometim es, it 
is  not easy. l t  really  is not when you consider the t ime 
commitment that is i nvolved and how you d o  have to 
spend those evening hours and weekends at t imes being 
respon s i b l e  to your  const i tuents  a n d  to our  
Government, to the process, and there are t imes when 
it seems like fami ly needs are neglected for pol it ical 
reasons. I just want to say that my ch i ldren have 
accepted and real ize how busy I am, and I want to 
thank them especial ly for their support dur ing this t ime. 

I have a 1 4-year-old daughter who has been extremely 
supportive, and I try to include her as often as I can 
in  any events that happen in the constituency or in the 
province so that she can share some of the experiences 
and some of my job with me and I can have her c lose 
by. My six-year-old son is a l itt le d ifferent story, and 
I k now sometimes he wonders why Mom is  not there. 
He has been cooperative, and it is very i mportant as 
a woman to be able to have those people who can 
l ook after your chi ldren and your fami ly, people who 
you can depend on to provide good care, to h ave them 
know that they are loved and cared for, and it is 
i mportant  to me to know that they are loved and cared 
for whi le I cannot be there with them. 

There are many issues that came u p  during the 
elect ion campaign ,  issues that my constituents in R iver 
East were very concerned about .  O n e  was f iscal  
management of th is province i n  the past. Quite clearly, 
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the message came across that it was t ime for a change, 
t ime to get rid of the NDP admin istration and put 
someone in  there who could look after and meet the 
needs of the people of Manitoba. I heard t ime and time 
again at the doors- and I have to say that in one of 
the largest constituencies i n  the province I managed 
to get to almost every door, over 1 8 ,000 voters and 
over 1 2 ,000 households. I knocked on every door 
personal ly and l istened to the people out there who 
had concerns. 

The concerns were especially from the young fami l ies 
in River East who ind icated that, because of the waste 
and mismanagement by the NDP over the last six years, 
they were f inding that they just d id  not have the money 
i n  their pockets to provide for the needs of their fami ly. 
There were young fami l ies with both the man and the 
woman working,  attemptin g  to try to make ends meet 
and,  with the 2 percent tax on net i ncome that was 
i mposed by the N DP, they were f ind ing that t hey were 
br inging home less money. They had less money in  
the i r  pockets i n  order to meet the  needs of  their fami ly. 
The money that disappeared was for that odd pizza 
that they were able to bring home for their family or 
the odd movie that they were able to go out to, and 
they were no  longer able to do that. They were havin g  
d ifficulty making ends meet. 

I had d ifficulty consol ing these people because I knew 
that the provincial situation financial ly was so bad that 
things would not be able to turn around overnight.  I 
could not promise them that immediately they would  
h ave more money i n  thei r  pockets. I h ad to promise 
them good , sound financial management ,  that th ings 
i n  the process would  take care of themselves and we 
would ,  as a result of good management, be able to 
down the road ensure that they had a l itt le more money 
i n  their pockets. lt was not someth ing that I could 
promise overnight and I could not say we, i f  we were 
elected as the Government, would be able to do  
anyth ing immediately. 

What I ind icated to them quite honestly was that it 
would  all take t ime and in time, with good management, 
b e i n g  f i scal l y  respo n s i b l e ,  they  w o u l d  be t h e  
benefactors. 

Our Throne Speech,  I th ink ,  did address the needs 
and the issues in the Province of Manitoba. We indicated 
in that speech that we would maintain and improve 
essential services- health care services, education and 
the social services-whi le attempting to reduce the 
defic it  and p rovide for a better qual ity of l i fe for the 
people of M an itoba. I th ink we are going to be able 
to accomplish that .  I am look ing forward with g reat 
expectation to the Budget on August 8. I am looking  
forward to the  positive steps that we are  go ing  to  take 
as a Government to address the concerns of the people 
of M an itoba. 

I just want to get off the subject for a l i tt le bit and 
come back to Community Places, the program that has 
been crit icized by the NDP Government and today by 
t h e  L i bera l  G over n m e n t ,  who i n d i c ated that t h e  
c o m m u n ity program s - we h a d  cr i t i c ized t h e  N D P  
G overnment that the Community Places Program was 
just a slush fund for N D P  constituencies. I have to say, 
when I look at the facts and figures of what Community 
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Places provided last year, i t  was a slush fun d .  Let me 
just tell you, I want to put some facts on the record , 
M r. Deputy Speaker, because the NDP have crit icized 
us and the Liberals today h ave crit icized us. I want 
everyone to k now ful l  wel l  what happened last year 
u nder Community Places, and what has happened th is 
year s ince a new Government was elected. 

* ( 1 640) 

Let me tel l  you that, last year, the appl ications that 
were received under the program, of those applications, 
542 a p p l i ca t i o n s  c a m e  f rom C o n servat ive 
const i tuenc ies ,  499 app l i cat ions  came from N D P  
constituencies, and one appl ication came from the one 
L iberal constituency that was held last year. Of those 
applications that came in, 1 97 Conservative applications 
out of 542 received some money; 284 appl icat ions from 
the NDP constituencies out of 499 received funding;  
and the one L iberal appl ication d id  receive some 
funding,  too. 

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh !  

Mrs. Mitchelson: Out of those 1 97 appl icat ions that 
were approved in Conservative constituencies, the total 
committed dol lars were $2.7 mi l l ion out of $ 1 0  mi l l ion .  
The total committed dol lars for  the NDP for  284 
app l icat ions t h at were a p prove d ,  c o m m itted $ 7 . 5  
mi l l ion.  Now I ask you, is  that fair a n d  equitable? There 
were m o re a p p l i c at i o n s  f r o m  C onservat i ve 
constituencies, t here were less appl ications approved 
for Conservative const i tuenc ies ,  and  t here was a 
d i fference from $2.7 mi l l ion to $7.5 mi l l ion in approvals. 
N ow I ask you ,  is that fair and equitable treatment of 
the people of Manitoba? 

( M r. S peaker in the Chair. )  

Community Places Program is a program that is there 
to provide for community projects that are going to 
serve us, the whole province, the whole Province of 
Manitoba, in every constituency no matter what polit ical 
Party they vote for. 

Let me tel l  you what h as h appened, M r. Speaker, 
since the Conservatives formed G overnment. There 
were 258 applications from Conservative constituencies. 
Out of that ,  1 9 1  applications were approved . There 
were 89 appl ications from N D P  constituencies-and I 
might say the reason there were only 89 appl i cat ions 
was because al l  of the NDP applications were approved 
last year so they had very l i tt le need to look for any 
more approval .  Al l  their needs were met. Out of those 
89 app l icat ions ,  we approved 53 app l icat i o n s  for 
funding.  And the Liberal constituencies-and I must 
say t hat  t here was i n c rease i n  t h e  n u m be r  of  
applications i n  Liberal constituencies from last year to 
th is year-there were 54 appl ications from L iberal 
constituencies, and we as a Conservative Government 
funded 39 of those appl ications. When you look at the 
overal l  a p p roval s  for  the 1 988 year, s i n ce t h e  
Conservatives have taken over, there has been fair and 
e q u i t a b l e  d is t r i bu t i o n  of  f u n d s  t h ro u g h o u t  a l l  
constituencies and al l  polit ical Part ies. I th ink that the 
criticism that was there d id  not look at the overall total 
p icture. 
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I just want to say that we had promised that we 
would look at things fairly and equitably. We wanted 
to t reat the province all the same. What we did was 
go to staff in the department, in the Community P laces 
Program , and we said to them: "You tell us what 
appl icat ions have come in, what your assessment of 
those appl ications has been, are they a good project , 
do they fall with in  the guidel ines, do they have their 
funding i n  place, their  community funding i n  place?' '  
A n d  I have to say to you that th is i s  a 50-50 funded 
program. The people in the communities are to provide 
50 percent of the fund ing and,  when they have their 
funds i n  p lace and are ready to go, that is when 
G overnment should be looking at provid ing  the other 
50 percent of the funding.  

I want to say to you that we are a Government and 
the message that we want to get out as a Government 
is that we are a Government and Government's role 
is there to provide a helping hand, not a hand-out. I 
k now we as a Party agree that is our ph i losophy. We 
want people to take the in i tiative. There has to be 
community support out there. We as Government are 
not going to provide all the support, and I th ink that 
is only a common-sense approach . We have tried to 
look at the program as real istical ly as we could ,  treat 
everyone fairly and equitably. We have done that and 
I am not ashamed of our record.  

I wi l l  put those figures on the record at any t ime 
because I want the people of Manitoba to know that 
it does not matter how you vote. If you have a worthwhi le 
community project, you have funding in place and there 
is community interest and community support, we as 
a Government are certainly going to take that into 
consideration in  approving any type of grant ing.  That 
is on the record and is my responsib i l ity as M i n ister 
of Culture, Heritage and Recreation.  

You know, it is a very positive portfolio. lt is a portfol io 
that has the positive aspect of g iv ing money and 
provid ing money. I s ign many cheques on a dai ly basis 
to d ifferent groups and organizations that have qualified 
under the criteria for any type of a grant program. I 
am the bearer of good news qu ite often when it comes 
to Government, and I want to continue to make sure 
that the process that is i n  place i n  our granting system 
is a fai r  and equitable process to all communities and 
al l  regions of the province. That is going to be my a im 
and my goal over the next l ittle whi le. 

I want to go on to talk a l itt le bit about my role as 
M in ister responsible for the mult icultural community, 
the ethn ic  community in our province. I want to say 
that, over the past two days, I have had the great 
pleasure of visit ing eight of our Folklorama pavi l ions 
and, over the next two weeks, I plan to attend and 
vis it  with every pavi l ion and every ethn ic  community. 
I do want to say that, when I do go and visit the pavil ions 
and have a tour and I h ave the Mayor or the Queen 
of that pavi l ion take m e  on the tour and ind icate to 
me what the culture and the heritage is of each and 
every specific group, I feel  a very sad feel ing in  my 
heart because I am a t h i rd o r  four th-generat i o n  
Canadian and I do not have any specific heritage o r  
tradit ion.  When I look a t  the tradit ion that the d i fferent 
ethnic communities have when it comes to their culture 
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and their heritage, their ho l iday trad it ions, their  special 
foods and their special dr ink ,  I real ly feel somewhat 
sorry for myself, I guess, that I do n ot have that .  You 
k n ow, when it comes to Christmas or Easter or those 
s pecial t imes of the year when people d o  participate 
in their own specific culture, I feel that I real ly am missing 
something.  

* ( 1 650) 

I want to say that I am there to work on behalf of 
the whole ethn ic  community. I want to be i n  touch with 
each and every group and organizat ion on a grass­
roots level and have them ind icate to me what they 
feel their needs are as a community. I want to be able 
to work with them al l  and I am going to work with them 
al l .  I think the message I do want to get across is  that 
I am there to l isten, to learn about their culture and 
to provide any assistance that we as G overnment can 
provide to those who are new Canadians and those 
who are well-establ ished ethn ic  groups. I want to be 
able to t reat them all fairly and equitably and have a 
good worki ng relat ionship with them. That wi l l  be my 
major goal and objective over the next l i tt le whi le with 
the ethnic community. 

I th ink a l l  in the House are aware that we h ave a 
lotteries needs assessment ongoing r ight n ow, and I 
am expecting withi n  the next month or so to h ave the 
f inal results of that .  That is  going to ind icate to us 
where lotteries money should be going and what it 
s h o u l d  be d o i n g .  lt has been  a m aj o r  t a s k  a n d  
u ndertaking  a n d  I do not have t h e  f inal  results of that,  
but the consultants have been working with a l l  of the 
d i fferent u mbrell a  groups that are provid ing lotteries 
fund ing to people in the province. I th ink  we wi l l  have 
a clear d i rect ion once we get the results of that needs 
assessment so that we as Government know where we 
should be heading and what we should be doing .  I hear 
crit icism on a regular basis that q uite often the l otteries 
revenues are not getting right d own to the end user. 
There see m s  t o  be a l o t  o f  m o n ey s p e n t  o n  
admin istrat ion.  The people out t here i n  the community 
who should be benefitt ing from lotteries revenues are 
not necessari ly the ones who benefitt ing .  I am going 
to take a c lose and serious look at the resu lts and the 
recommendations that are made by the consultants 
and we wi l l  be movin g  i n  the r ight d i rect ion.  

I d o  want to ind icate to you that,  i n  my first year as 
an elected representative, I d id  d o  a quest ionn ai re out 
into my constituency. One of the questions that I d id  
ask  was: Where d o  you feel lotteries revenue should 
be going? I asked the quest ion whether it  should be 
going to health care, to educat ion ,  to community 
programs,  to soc ia l  serv ices ,  t o  reduct io n  of t h e  
provincial deficit. Qu ite clearly, t h e  results-and there 
were 700 fami l ies that d id a nswer that questionnaire. 
The results that I received were that,  No. 1 ,  health care 
was a main pr iority when it  came to l otteries revenues. 
The secon d  which surprised m e  somewhat , the second 
pr iority was reduction of the provincial  defic i t .  l t  was 
quite amazing and quite surpr is in g .  That is  h ow my­
sports was th i rd or  fourth ,  I cann ot exactly remember, 
and I do not have the figures r ight here in front of me. 
I think that education came i n  th i rd or  fourth ,  so  i t  was 
between sports and educat ion for th i rd or fourth p lace. 
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I th ink  that people out there in the general publ ic 
somet imes tend to forget that lotteries revenues are 
G overnment revenues. l t  does not matter where they 
come from. They do not come from the general tax 
base, but they st i l l  are G overnment revenues and 
Government has to make the decision on how we are 
going to spend those. So I look forward to the results 
of the needs assessment, and I look forward to working 
with the board and the executive of the Lotteries 
Foundation and to my col leagues in the Manitoba 
Government to coming to an agreement and a d irection 
on h ow lotteries revenue should be spent. 

M r. Speaker, o ther  t h i n g s  t h at f a l l  u n de r  my 
responsib i l ity are the Archives. Of course, along with 
the Archives, comes Freedom of I nformat ion.  I am 
pleased that we, as a new Government , were able to 
act fairly q u ickly. Some felt  that we may have been 
dragging our feet, but there were certain th ings that 
had to be put into place before we could  proclaim The 
Freedom of I nformation Act, certain th ings that could  
have been done over the  last three years and were not 
done because obviously there was not the pol it ical wi l l  
there,  on behalf of the former G overnment,  to put these 
th ings into p lace. 

One of them was passing a regulat ion for fees for 
administration of Freedom of I nformation ,  a very simple 
procedure that takes a few weeks to put in p lace, but 
it was something that could h ave been done two years 
ago.  That was one th ing that we had to do and one 
thing that held us back from immediately proclaiming 
Freedom of I nformat ion.  

For the f irst t ime, on September 30, the people of 
Manitoba, who pay taxes and support Government, are 
going to be able to get the i nformation that they want ,  
personal i nformation about themselves or  i nformation 
about G overnment proceedi ngs that they are entitled 
to have. They pay for i t ,  they are entitled to know those 
facts and that informat ion .  So I am pleased , as the 
M i nister responsible, to have proclaimed th is .  l t  wi l l  go 
down in  h istory, I guess, as the Government that d id  
have the pol itical wi l l  to f ina l ly  do someth ing .  

When the Leader of the New Democratic Party (Mr. 
Doer) indicates that 95 percent of the work had already 
been done, I do have to say to him that,  yes, some of 
the schedul ing had been done.  Maybe, if he looked at 
an overall overview of Government departments, he 
might be able to say to us that 95  percent of the 
schedul ing was done, and I th ink  that is  a l ittle h igh .  

But I wi l l  te l l  you that  the Crown corporations, M r. 
Speaker, d id  not have their  schedul ing done. I look at 
Man itoba Hydro and they have zero percent of their 
records scheduled. Now you tel l  me whether there was 
any pol it ical wi l l  to go ahead and get on with the 
business of gett ing things ready for proclamation of 
The Freedom of I nformat ion Act. 

I wil l tel l  you what d i rect ion we have taken, as a 
Government, and what my P remier ( M r. F i lmon) has 
done. He has sent a letter out to every M i n ister in  th is 
Government and ind icated to  them that it  was a priority 
that  t h e  C rown corporat i o n s  g et t h e i r  recor d s  
scheduled.  

Every M i nister has sent letters out to their  Crown 
corporations ind icating a specific date to have their 
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records scheduled and ready so they wi l l  be inc luded 
in the next access guide that is  avai lable. Each and 
every one has an ind ividual d ate because some Crowns 
are larger than others and some, of course, have more 
records to schedule. What we have done is taken a 
realistic look at what dead l ine  they should be able to 
meet and that d irective has gone out.  

The heads of those Crown corporations wi l l  be ready 
u nless they h ave some specific concern, and they can 
come back to  the Min ister responsible and negotiate 
a date. But we have ind icated,  we have made a 
commitment to have al l  of the Crowns and al l  of the 
departments ready with their i nformation schedules so 
people wil l  know what records are avai lable and how 
they can go about getting i nformat ion.  I want to say 
that we h ave made moves in the r ight d i rect ion and 
we are pleased to be able to announce that Freedom 
of I nformation wi l l  be there and wi l l  be ready for use 
by September 30 of th is year. 

� ( 1 700) 

M r. Speaker, I want to say that I am find ing being 
o n  this side of the H ouse very m uch a challenge, very 
much a positive experience, a lot of hard work , but 
the people of Manitoba thus far and the people in River 
East constituency have been extremely supportive, have 
been extremely positive. I k now that, with cooperation 
from Members of both Parties opposite, we can work 
t owards provid ing good Government for the people of 
M anitoba. 

As I said ,  I am looking forward to our Budget, and 
I hope al l  Members of the House are, because it  is 
going to be a good Budget, it  is going to be a positive 
Budget, and the people of Manitoba are going to be 
very p leased . I am h o p i n g  t h at M e m bers  in t h e  
Opposition w i l l  also b e  very p leased a n d  h o p e  that they 
wi l l  want to work together cooperatively with us so that 
we can meet the needs of the people of Manitoba, we 
can meet the financial needs of the people of Manitoba. 

I want to say that I look forward to the years ahead 
in Government, many years, yes, and look forward to 
working with colleagues on all sides of the House 
towards a better, more responsible Government in  
Manitoba. Thank you. 

Mr. Harold Taylor (Wolseley): M r. S peaker, I am very 
pleased to give this,  my introductory address, as part 
of the Throne Speech Debate for the First Session of 
the 34th Leg islature. 

T h i s  is a very i m portant  t i m e  in t h e  h i s tory  of 
M an itoba. Manitobans have said ,  we are not prepared 
to put up with any more of the N DP's govern ing nor 
are we prepared to endorse the Conservatives with a 
majority Government. We h ave instead very much a 
three-way spl i t  in th is H ouse, and I th ink  it is going to 
make for a very interest ing and intr iguing Session.  

I would l ike to begin  my address by first offering 
congratulations to the new S peaker of the H ouse, M r. 
D e n i s  Roca n ,  a n d  a lso  t o  p ass o n  my h e a rt fe l t  
congratulations a n d  support to M r. M a r k  M i nenko. l t  
i s  something very u nusual to have an Opposit ion 
Member as Deputy S peaker of this H ouse. I wish them 
both wel l .  
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I would l ike, at th is moment, to also say thank you 
to the Member for M i nnedosa ( M r. G i l leshammer) for 
his conci l iatory words in  the opening of this debate. I 
th ink  it is a good measure that we can look to as a 
way Mem bers should carry themselves d u ring this 
Session for the betterment of M an itoba. 

I would also l i ke to say, at the very beg inn ing of my 
address, how proud I am to work and serve with a 
leader of the cal ibre we have in Sharon Carstairs. This 
lady has gone from becoming a Leader of a Party in 
1 984 that no longer had any seats i n  the H ouse to 
ga in ing her own seat in 1 986, to the point now where 
we have 20 Members out of 57 - no small feat. I offer 
my personal and publ ic congratu lations to her on 
beco m i n g  the f i rst w o m a n  Leader of a n  Off i c i a l  
O p p o s i t i o n  anywhere i n  Canada .  I t h i n k  t h at i s  
someth ing that is real ly well done. 

I wish, at th is t ime, to as wel l  g ive my g ratitude to 
the electors of Wolseley for having elected me again .  
This is the th i rd  t ime i n  four-and-a-half years that they 
have done me the honour-fi rst in 1 983 and then again 
i n  1 986 i n  the Civi l  General Elections. I was elected 
for the area called Memorial Ward, which is almost 
exactly the same territory covered by the provincial 
r id ing of Wolseiey. 

I would also l ike to thank my campaign  workers for 
their hard work, and would like to especial ly note the 
unending support and patience I received from Sharon 
Tefs and my daughter Catherine. 

l t  was with wonder that I l istened to many of my 
rural col leagues across the House i n  their opening 
addresses describe the areas that they represent. The 
g e o g r a p h y  I rep rese n t ,  by c o m p a r i s o n ,  i s  rather  
m i n iscu le .  We h ave a n  average popu lat ion  i n  the  
Woiseley r iding. The  territory, however, is less than three 
m i les wide and north/south averages approximately 
two-th i rds of a mile. l t  is  bounded on its south by the 
Assin iboine River, it is cut through by Omands Creek. 
l t  is  bisected by major arteries such as M aryland and 
Sherbrooke. l t  is bounded most of the way on the north 
by Portage Avenue and on the west by St .  James Street, 
the or ig inal  far boundary of Win n ipeg. Its eastern 
boundary is Osborne Street just outside the Legislature 
here. 

This riding comprises some of the oldest residential 
areas of Winn ipeg and is made u p  of a number of 
neighbourhoods: West Broadway, Armstrong Point ,  
Wolseley West and part of the University of Winnipeg 
precinct. l t  has a number of very major road and rail 
br idges; a major hospital and a nursing school i n  
M isericordia; three very large sen iors' homes, McCiure 
P lace, Lions Manor and Lions Place; and also the 
U n iversity of Winn ipeg and its schools and institutes, 
as I mentioned earl ier. 

G iven the make-up of the community, having been 
a very major middle class neigh bourhood just before 
and after the turn of the century, there are very many 
large churches, 13 in fact in this neighbourhood. There 
is much commerce as wel l :  car dealerships, shops, 
stores, restaurants of a l l  types catering to a l l  tastes 
and needs; other i nstitutes of learn ing such as Gordon 
Bel l  H igh School ,  three grade schools,  a private gir ls '  
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school ,  the Cornish city l i b rary and three community 
c lubs i n  th is  thr iv ing community. l t  is  a neighbourhood 
o f  h istor ic  b u i l d i n gs ,  h is tor ic  events and h istor ic  
persons. 

When contemplat ing a move to Winn ipeg just over 
1 1 years ago, I was i n it ia l ly attracted to Wolseley with 
its stately elm trees winding and arching over our heads; 
its stately homes, many of them with a lot of character, 
some with not so much,  and many in very good repair 
a n d  many req u i r i n g  m a j o r  ren ovat i o ns - h ou se 
renovat ing which,  I should mention,  has become q uite 
a past ime i n  Wolseley. This neighbourhood , l ike many 
other o ld ones i n  Canada, is  faced with a wide paint ing 
phenomenon i n  which the older homes are restored 
and brought back to l ife and rejuvenated by the younger 
fami l ies n ow populat ing them. 

This was a part of town that was decl in ing unt i l  some 
approx i m ate ly  e i g h t  years ago. The schoo ls  were 
depopulating to the point that Wolseley School was 
being  contemplated for closure. This is  not the problem 
today. Our schools are fu l l .  We have a new French 
I mmersion P rogram in Laura Secord, a Special Needs 
Program in M ulvey School .  

Wolseley reflects possibly one of the best examples 
of the ethn ic  make-up of Win nipeg. There are very 
strong representations of Mennonite, French Canadian , 
Ukrainian , Pol ish,  F i l ip ino,  German and N at ive people.  
I shou ld ,  i n  particular, mention the latter group in  that 
n ow they have made part of the Wolseley r id ing a major 
home for them here i n  Winn ipeg. They face many of 
the problems that N ative people do when coming to 
the city for the first t ime. Social problems in this r id ing 
are,  by n ecess i ty, a p r i o r i ty  for  m e  as t h e i r  
representative. I wi l l  b e  looking for Government support 
for agencies active in Wolseley, and I want to see th is 
G overnment's answer for d ay care badly needed by 
working parents. 

One of the l ovel iest featu res of the Wolseley r id ing 
are  i t s  water  c o u rses ,  the g e n t l y  s l o p i n g ,  a n d  
u n for tunate ly  somet i m es s l i p p i n g ,  b a n k s  a r e  very 
attractive. There is wild l ife to this day: raccoons, beaver, 
g roundhogs, rabbits and a l l  types of birds and fish .  
T h e  importance o f  rivers i n  Win n i peg is  q uite evident 
i n  th is  comm u nity. l t  is  one of the reasons why, as a 
city counci l lor, I fought so hard to see that Winn ipeg 
would attempt to regain its river heritage. I think we 
can see i t  now in this community, as we do now i n  
much o f  Winn ipeg. 

The recent announcement of the development i n  the 
Forks on the s i te of the East Yards, the nat ional  historic 
park to be created there, the potential rai l  museum ,  
a l l  i nd icate t h e  phenomenon o f  Win n ipeggers turn ing 
back to their roots and back to their rivers. I have had 
the opportunity just this weekend,  when tour ing a family 
from the West Coast through much of the city, to show 
them what has happened o n  the rivers, and they h ave 
n oted the extensive parks and been impressed by what 
has happened . Yes,  the river parks have come a long 
way i n  the last  few years but more more needs to be 
done, and I wi l l  cont inue i n  th is  House to f ight  for a 
better r ivers management system, something much 
m ore adequate, someth ing  much more encompassing 
and someth ing much more comprehensive, someth ing  
that works for  Win n ipeggers. 
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The mishmash of jur isdictional problems, the lack of 
services, the lack of a positive att itude, the lack of 
action that we see right now is ent irely unacceptable. 
Whi le some positive things have been done, much more 
is requ i red.  Considerat ion has to be g iven to the 
establ ishment of a b ipartite rivers' commission , as 
requested by the city, so Win n i peg rivers can be 
adequately managed and safely enjoyed . 

I mentioned a moment ago the lovely tree-l ined 
streets i n  Wolseley. I mentioned about the trees arch ing 
over those streets. Th is  is  pecul iar to the elm t ree, the 
most c o m m o n  o n  Wi n n i peg streets,  c o m p r is i n g  
probably three-quarters o f  the city boulevard trees. 
Winn ipeg and other Manitoba communities have yet 
to be rea l l y  h i t  h a r d  by D u t c h  e l m  d isease b u t ,  
unfortunately, w e  probably wi l l  be. The city can save 
much more,  and so can the other communit ies have 
their e lm stands, and have a much better case record 
than was the situation in St. Paul ,  M innesota, only so 
recently. 

Dutch elm d isease has to be fought ,  and to be fought  
vociferously. I want  to see th is provincial Government 
providing grants to the City of Winn ipeg along the same 
l ines that it d oes for the other municipal it ies in  th is  
province, and that th is provincial Government be more 
Innovative and participate more in the development of 
new programs to contend with th is scourge, and deal 
with the federal Government i n  looking for solutions 
through more research i n  the area of urban forestat ion .  
N ot nearly enough has been done, and fixed funding 
over a decade is hardly the answer to contend with a 
very major problem. 

I hate to see Wi n n i pe g  d e n u ded o r  any  ot h e r  
community in  Manitoba denuded o f  i t s  e l m  trees. Can 
you imagine? I n  Winn ipeg , we would  lose something 
l ike one th i rd of a m i l l ion t rees. What wou ld  we l ook 
l ike? We would be back on  the bald Prairies. I do  not 
th ink  any of us wants to see that. We would have a 
hotter, d rier, d ustier city, and certainly one not very 
pleasing to the eye. I am looking for and hoping for a 
posit ive response from th is  Government, and not the 
inaction we have had from the past one. 

J 'aimerais mentionner que les Canadiens franc;:ais 
sont l ' u n  des groupes qui est representes dans le 
melange qui est vraiment Wolseley. 1 1  est remarquable 
aussi q u ' i l  y a une attitude  t res positive envers les 
Canad iens franc;:ais et aussi pour l 'enseignement de la  
langue franc;:aise aux jeunes. Nous sommes l 'un  des . 
quartiers de Winn ipeg qu i  envoie beaucoup d 'etudiants 
aux ecoles comme Sacre Coeur et aussi River Heights 
p o u r  d o n n e r  l ' opportun i te  aux eleves d ' appre n d re 
! 'autre langue officiel le du Canada. Aussi maintenant 
nous avons u n programme d ' immersion local dans 
l 'ecole Laura Secord.  Durant le  referendum de 1983 
le quartier de Memorial ,  qu i  est vraiment Wolseley, a 
ete sec o n d  seu lement  au v ieux S a i n t - B o n i face a 
enregistrer le p lus de votes en faveur des services en 
franc;:ais. Cela ind ique une attitude posit ive envers les 
minorites et leurs d roits. 

(Translation) 

I woul d  l ike to mention that French Canadians are 
among the groups represented in the d iversity which 
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i s  Wolseley. lt  is  also noteworthy that there is a very 
positive attitude toward French Canadians and French 
language instruction for young  people. We are one of 
the areas in Winn ipeg in  which many send their  ch i ldren 
to  schools such as Sacre-Coeur and River Heights in 
order to give them the opportunity to learn Canada's 
other  official language. We a lso now have an immersion 
program l ocally at Laura Secord school .  During the 
referendum of 1 983, Memoria l  Ward , which is actual ly 
Wolseley, was second only to old Saint-Boniface in 
registering the h ighest n u m ber of votes i n  favou r  of 
French language services. This ind icates a posit ive 
attitude toward m inorit ies and their r ights. 

Some 1 1  years ago, I chose to make M anitoba my 
home and that of my family. I am very p leased with 
that decision. I have l ived in m ost of the major cit ies 
across Canada, from Montreal to Ottawa, Toronto, 
E d m onton ,  Calgary, and Vancouver. Wi n n i peg had 
a lways interested me as a c i ty where I wou ld  l i ke to  
work and l ive.  I am very proud to be a Manitoban and 
to  be ab le  to  h ave served fi rst on the C i ty  Counci l  of  
Winn ipeg and now, more recently, as  a Member of th is  
Legislative Assembly. 

* ( 1 7 1 0 )  

Although n o t  a Manitoban, I do have connections 
with this province, and the roots go deep. I also have 
other connections in western Canada. Approximately 
90 years ago, my paternal grandmother, Mary Dickson,  
and her fami ly  m oved from the Lindsay, Ontario area, 
northeast of Toronto, to a new family farm near east 
Selk irk.  They farmed there for many years, and my 
g randmother took up nursing here just after the turn 
of the century. She was also very active with Nel l ie 
McCiung i n  her suffragette m ovement at that t ime, and 
of the winning of the vote for women. 

I can remember at her k nee, her tel l ing me these 
stories, and I wish she was st i l l  here because I would  
l ike to  be able to learn more at an older, more mature 
age, particularly the detai l  of the pol it ical th ings that 
she worked on in what seems a time before people 
had as many rights, r ights that they assume nowadays 
were always there. 

The M c C i u n g  h o m e ,  at 97 Chest n u t ,  h as been 
restored to i ts  pre-World War I style, and is mentioned 
in the H istoric Wolseley Walk ing Tou r  G uide. 

My father was born and raised here in  Win n i peg, and 
l ived i n  Norwood and River Heights. My mother was 
from Brit ish Colum bia,  and was from a homestead ing 
fami ly f rom the Caribou. I and my sister were born i n  
Vancouver, b u t  were brought up in  M ontreal .  I was 
educated there, and went to S i r  George Wi l l iams 
University, and l ived through the trying t imes of 1 969, 
and the supposedly racial ly- inspired computer riot. lt 
was a t ime of trauma and testin g ,  and one that resu lted 
in last ing impressions. 

I had an i nterest in pol itics i n  those d ays and was 
active on campus from the t ime I first went to un iversity 
in 1 963, but i t  was a time that showed how facts could 
be bent and d istorted and how people could  take those 
twisted facts and make reality out of them. l t  was very 
much an eye-opener for me, a rather naive neophyte 
dabbl ing in  student party pol it ics at that t ime. 
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One of the th ings I l ike most about M anitoba is its 
ethn ic d iversity. l t  is  absolutely fantastic to see the 
m ixture of the people that we have in  th is province and 
to see how they get along together. At the moment, 
we are i n  the m idst of the 1 9th Folklorama Festival ,  a 
fest ival that is held up across Canada as an example 
of how people can l ive together, work together, and 
show each other what they are al l  about. l t  is ,  by the 
way, one that has been copied by the metropol is of 
Toronto. 

My background ,  l ike that of many Manitobans, is 
a lso m i xed . I come from an A n g l o ,  C e l t i c  a n d  
Scandinavian background a n d ,  having been fortunate 
enough to have the experience of growing up in Quebec, 
I was exposed to another side of our national d iversity. 

I consider myself very lucky to have benefitted by 
being shown Canada's earl iest h istory, and by seeing 
the culture and the warmth of French Canadians. I was 
also a recipient of treatment that has been a part of 
the h istory of the Engl ish minority of that province. I 
wish we could do as wel l  by the French m inority here 
in  Manitoba. 

As a ch i ld and afterwards as an adult ,  I travelled 
Canada extensively. Also with the federal Government, 
I was posted to the major cities across the country and 
have seen the d ifferent  make-up of those cities, how 
they operate, how they fit in  each with their d i fferent 
prov inc ia l  G over n m e nts.  There h as a lso been t h e  
chance to l ive i n  t h e  core area o f  o u r  cities, in  suburban 
areas for a number of years, a small northern Brit ish 
Columbia town, and having experienced rural l ife on 
a farm,  as I did on the outskirts of Montreal ,  has served 
to be very insightfu l .  

When I th ink  about Canada, I do not conjure up  a 
Canada l ike that about to be created by the Meech 
Lake Accord. I a m  very sorry to see this G overnment 
put in  its Throne S peech that this wi l l  make for a better, 
stronger Canada. lt wi l l  make for a d isaster. Anybody 
who suggests th is has been propagandized and is n ot 
th ink ing out at a l l  what they are saying. We wi l l  never 
see the l ikes again of national Medicare, the Canada 
Pension Plan, or an elected, effective and equal Senate. 
This woul d  be viewed , q uite frankly, in later years , as 
a f igment of someone's dreams in  the late 1 980s. 

Je dois d i re que ma reponse a mon ancienne province 
Quebec, que nous voulons que tu te joignes avec nous 
d a n s  l a  const i tu t ion  canad i e n n e ,  mais p o u r  n o u s  
! 'accord d u  M eech Lake avait trop de problemes et 
trop de defauts. On doit  voir des garanties de d roits 
concernant les femmes, concernant la population native, 
aussi on veut dans l 'ouest du Canada une defin i t ion :  
q u ' est ce q u 'une societe d ist incte? C'est une societe 
d istincte, d istinctive ou quoi?  Nous ne savons pas. 

Ce n 'est pas necessai re de d i re des c hoses s i  
importantes dans u n e  session d e  negotiations d e  bonne 
heure le  matin avec beaucoup de personnes et les 
pressions du premier m i n istre M u lroney. On doit avoir 
une chose, un mecanisme mei l leur que c;:a pour avoir  
autant d ' agrement constitut ion ne !  pour tout  le Canada. 
Pour moi,  l ' unanimite pour toutes les in it iatives sociales 
d a n s  l ' aven i r  du C a n a d a ,  c ' est i n croya b l e .  C ' est  
i mpossi ble. On do i t  avoir  aussi une certaine protection 
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pour la m i norite anglaise de la province du Quebec et 
aussi pour !es minorites francaises dans les autres 
provinces. Nous voulons tous etre acceptes dans la 
fami l le  du Canada, et j 'espere que dans l ' aven i r  les 
Q uebecois, par une autre session de negotiat ions pour 
amel iorer et fai re des amendements necessaires dans 
! 'accord d u  lac Meech ,  arriveront a u n  p lus fort et un 
mei l leur Canada que maintenant.  

(Translation) 

I must say that my answer to my former province of 
Q uebec is  that we want you to join in the Canadian 
constitut ion,  but that the M eech Lake Accord , i n  our 
opinion,  has too many problems and too many faults. 
We must have guarantees for women 's  r ights, N at ives, 
and in the West we want a def in it ion of what a d istinct 
society is.  is i t  a d istinct society, a d istinctive society 
or what? 

We do not feel that i t  is  necessary to d eal with such 
s ignificant issues i n  a negot iat ing  session early i n  the 
morning with many others present and the pressures 
put on by Pr ime M i nister M ulroney. We must have 
someth ing ,  a better mechanism that wi l l  al low for as 
much constitutional agreement as possible for al l  of 
Canada. For me, achieving unanimity on  al l  social 
in i t iat ives for Canada is  i ncredi ble. l t  is  i mpossible.  We 
must also have a certain protection for the Engl ish 
m inority i n  the Province of Quebec as wel l  as for French 
minorities in the other provinces. We all want to be 
accepted i n  the Canadian fami ly and I hope that,  in 
the future, the Quebecois, through another session of 
negotiat ions,  wi l l  be able to i mprove and make the 
necessary changes to the Meech Lake agreement so 
as to achieve a stronger and better Canada than we 
n ow h ave. 

I h ave also to say that the other in i t iat ive by the 
M ulroney G overnment,  free trade, which although not 
referenced by that term, is i n  the Throne Speech and , 
along with the rest of the Liberal caucus, I h ave a lot 
of trouble with i t .  L iberals for decades h ave been free 
traders. In fact, we l ost a very major national elect ion 
i n  1 9 1 1 because of espousing that cause. l t  is  rather 
ironic to see L iberals in many parts of Canada saying  
enough  is enough .  This Free Trade Agreement is  not 
free. In fact, Canada wil l  pay a terrible pr ice i f  we enter 
i nto it. l t  is  not based upon the concept of !he el imination 
of tariffs and the g radual reducing of trade barriers. 

The 1 966 Auto Pact between Canada and the U .S .  
under the Pearson administrat ion was a p recedent. l t  
was an example of what we could  be doing to improve 
trade relat ions between Canada and the U .S .  What I 
see i n  this is the subjugation of Canada. We d o  not 
see free trade here. I d o  not see the e l im inat ion of 
trade barriers. What ! d o  see is Canada putting itself 
as secondary to the U .S .  by having more restrict ions 
on  i t  than on  the Americans. We do not h ave a d ispute 
resolut ion mechanism that is real .  

Let us cal l  th is  d ocument as it stand s  now for what 
it is .  lt is the economic integration of Canada with the 
U nited States and I ,  for one, am going to f ight this 
trade agreement with as much effort as I can bring to 
bear on it .  I know the rest of the Liberal caucus feels 
the same way. 
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! am very hopefu l that on these last two major issues, 
M eech Lake and free trade, we will see some jud icious 
reflect ion on !he part of the th ird Party i n  this H ouse, 
the NDP. The NDP has been i rresponsible i n  the opening 
d ays of this Session.  I !  has been h igh ly manipu lative 
and counterproductive in the way that i t  has dealt with 
the I n-Vitro Fert i l izat ion Cl in ic at the Health Sciences 
Centre and also with some of the risks that are facing 
the Port of Church i l l .  

* ( 1 720) 

We i n  the Liberal caucus feel very strongly about 
Churchi l l  and its maintenance as an active port. Liberals 
have not been known to be doing a lot of shoot ing at 
Church i l l ,  contrary to what some senior federal Tories 
have been doing over the last few years. I would hope, 
i n  the balance of th is Session ,  that ii wi l l  be possible 
to work together for the betterment of this province 
and, when we do see legislation that we do not find 
acceptable and when we find there is an issue looming 
before Manitoba that has to be dealt w i th  expeditiously, 
that we wi l l  work together i n  a responsible fashion and 
I th ink it wi l l  be possible to make things happen.  I n  
t h i s  H ou s e ,  s h o u l d  there be ret i c e n ce o n  t h e  
G overnment benches t o  take action when necessary 
in a way that wi l l  be most beneficial to M anitobans, I 
would ask for the NDP's  cooperation.  

H aving been a c i ty counci l lor for a lmost five years, 
The City of Winn ipeg Act review exercise, which was 
started in early 1 985,  is near and dear to my heart. I 
participated , along with the minority of counci l lors, and 
put formal presentations forward both oral ly and i n  
writ ing .  

I am sorry we cannot say the same for  the M i nister 
of Urban Affairs ( M r. Ducharme) when he was chairman 
of the Executive Pol icy Committee. I heard h im recently 
say in this House that he attended a session of The 
City of Winn ipeg Act review as a member of the Board 
of Commissioners. The Board of Commissioners i s  
m ade u p  of  the  senior bureaucrats of the c ity. The  
M ayor  a n d  t h e  c h a i rman of  t h e  Execut ive Po l icy 
Committee can sit i n  on that group but h ave n o  votes. 
That was the sort of participation that we got from th is  
M in ister i n  1 985 when counci l lors were expected to 
deal responsibly and put forward their thoughts and 
i deas and concerns to the review board. I am not terribly 
impressed,  but I suppose it goes to show h is  lack of 
u nderstand ing  and i n -depth knowledge of some of the 
major issues that face this, our largest city. The City 
of Win n i peg Act certainly needs amendment, and i am 
hop ing we are going to see amendments of that Act 
a long the l ines of what was recommended i n  the review 
committee. 

H owever, there were th ings in  that City of Winnipeg 
Act review report that d id  g ive rise to q uestions and , 
i f  o n e  l o o k s  al t h e  response by t h e  prov i n c i a l  
Department o f  Urban Affairs t o  T h e  City o f  Winn ipeg 
Act review, then one has an excellent document to deal 
with ,  a document that was readi ly accepted by City 
H all and most of which was endorsed by the City of 
Win n i peg Counci l - with the exception of a few issues,  
was endorsed unan imously. 

So I hope we wi l l  not be seeing in th is Session a 
p iecemeal way of deal ing with The City of Winnipeg 
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Act amendments. This Act must be dealt with soon 
and it should be done on a comprehensive, inclusive 
basis. We cannot be p ick ing here and choosing there. 
The updating of the Act that governs how the city 
operates should be dealt with i n  total ity. I am looking 
forward to getting at i t  soon .  

I mentioned earl ier t h e  problems on t h e  rivers and 
the fact that th is issue must be dealt with.  The M i n ister 
o pposite has not ind icated a knowledge level sufficient 
to do  the job in what I have seen i n  his response to 
the H ouse and to the press in recent i nterviews. There 
were recommendations that there would be a rivers 
corporation set up  on a b ipartite basis in The City of 
Winn ipeg Act review, which was previously endorsed 
by the city, and in a separate document as a result of 
a study carried out at my instigation in 1 985 and 
unanimously endorsed by counci l  in  the fall of 1 986. 
My question wi l l  be and wi l l  continue to be: When do 
the negotiations get  under  way so that we can  have 
p roper river management, proper river development, 
proper r iver enhancement, proper economic benefits 
and recreational benefits spinning off for Winn ipeggers, 
Manitobans and our tourists? Almost two years ago, 
Winn ipeg asked for negotiat ions with the province on 
t h i s  issue.  T h e  N D P  chose not  t o  res p o n d .  T h i s  
G overnment cannot repeat that inact ion.  

Many people have complained about th is Throne 
Speech as being one i n  which almost every i nterest 
group, lobby group and i n dustry has been spoken to 
in some mi ld fashion,  but a Throne S peech in which 
t here are very, very few specifics and which i t  is  d ifficult 
t o  see where there wi l l  be legislation coming and where 
t here may be changes in regu lations expected. This is 
troublesome, and is one of the reasons we h ave a 
Throne Speech that we cann ot so much vote against 
but one i n  which i t  wil l serve to give warn ing to the 
Conservative G overnment that,  i f  this is the sort of 
th ing that is going to be coming forth throughout th is 
Legislature, then th is Legislature, the 34th, wi l l  be a 
fairly short one. 

There is going to be a need for more specifics. We 
resent that the G overnment is  attempting to make th is 
a housekee p i n g  Sess ion  with only very l i t t le  new 
legislat ion. We hope that the next i n it iat ives from this 
Government wi l l  be more p recise, more concrete and 
m ore positive. 

S pec i f ica l ly, f rom o n e  o f  t h e  areas t h a t  l a m  
O pposition crit ic for, Natural Resources, is o n e  that ! 
am taken aback with the lack of content at al l  in th is  
Throne Speech. Natural Resources is one of the biggest 
and most important sectors of the Manitoba economy. 
The extraction industries, whether renewable or non­
renewable, are crit ical to th is p rovince and cannot be 
i gnored. lt  is  therefore surprising to see n o  mention,  
no encouragement, no i ncentives so as to further 
endeavours in  min ing,  i n  fishing,  quarryin g  and forestry. 

Nor is there the requ i red p rotection mentioned for 
our fur industry which is under constant attack in our 
overseas markets. What is th is  Government going to 
do i n  this area? The Honourable M i nister of Natural 
Resou rces ( M r. P e n n e r )  in h i s  i na u g u ra l  s peech 
m e n t ioned t h e  potent ia l  o f  reforestat i o n  o n  t h e  
escarpments o f  Manitoba. I th ink this i s  a fine in i t iative 
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and I hope we wi l l  see it come to fru it ion. lt wi l l  not 
only g ive us other stands of forests in this province 
and add to the beauty of the areas, but it wil l also 
provide erosion protection to those slopes. 

There is also a need for more reforestation by those 
companies that harvest Manitoba's forests. There is 
no need to repeat in M an itoba the deforestation that 
has been experienced next door in Ontario. I wil l  be 
expect i n g  leaders h i p  from the  M i n i ster of N atural  
Resources in  encouraging sound forestry. 

On a positive note, M an itoba i n  the recent past has 
shown national leadership vis-a-vis studies on the 
environment and the economy, and there has been an 
acceptance at high levels across the country for the 
concept of sustainable development.  A technique to 
achieve this sort  of goal  is that  of round tables made 
up of leaders of  G overn m e n t ,  i n d ustry a n d  n o n ­
G overnment organizations. A Natural Resources Round 
Table is proposed so as to produce a sustainable 
development strategy for th is  sector of the Manitoba 
economy. So far, so good , but the make-up of that 
table and the signals from the Government in  general 
i n  this area wil l be key to the success of the exercise. 
M ore than lip service is essential from Government if 
a sound strategy is to be forthcoming .  

I have very grave concerns g iven what has happened 
just recently, i n  which we have seen not only the f ir ing 
of the Deputy M i nister of Environment, somebody who 
won that posit ion by competit ion,  was in  the job for 
five years, shepherded through the new Environment 
Act of th is province and started its implementation ,  
somebody w h o  a lso he l ped set up the  M a n itoba  
H azardous Waste Corporat ion , a p rovi nc ia l  C rown 
corporation to deal with those very dangerous materials 
that have to be contended with in a modern industrial 
society. Instead , we not only see that person leave, but 
a person come i n  who has been trained only in  one 
area, is not a generalis! but a specialist. When Deputy 
M i n i sters shou ld  be general ists with  wide-rang ing  
experience, we i nstead are go ing  to have a Deputy 
M i n ister who is  narrow in  focus and without wide­
ranging experience. 

l t  is  also a very sad day for M an itoba that the 
Environment Department, after having got out from 
under other departments, is now being put under the 
Labour Department and Workpiace Health and Safety. 
Not that these are not important departments in units­
they most certain ly are - but it is because of their very 
i mportance that I foresee Liberals in th is House and 
foresee a subjugation of the Environment Department_ 
The M i n ister and th is G overnment are giving very, very 
clear s ignals to M anitobans and to M an itoba industry. 
I th ink th is is completely wrong and something that 
th is G overnment must be chastened for. I hope that 
there are going to be some sober second thoughts and 
that we wil l  see a reversal of this m ove, and that the 
Environment Department wil l be restored to its own 
status with its own Deputy Min ister. 

The Throne Speech proposes the development of a 
comprehensive water strategy after publ ic consultation. 
There is ,  however, no mention of th is Government's 
ph i losophy when it comes to a water strategy. Is i t  to 
be oriented to conservat ion ,  a long-term approach to 
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crit ica l ,  scarce resources and the appropriate rat ioning 
and sharing of our water? Quite possibly, we wi l l  see 
instead a consumption approach being employed . By 
that,  I mean a take and use as much as possible,  where 
the demands are h ighest, approach.  We only have to 
look at the a l ready a n n o unced Carman Divers ion 
Project for a p review of a potential Tory approach to 
water usage instead of the requ i red water conservation 
bias. 

The gl ib answers by the M i n ister of Labour and 
Environment ( M r. Connery) on the issue of the Rafferty­
Aiameda P roject in Saskatchewan in which half the 
water of the Souris R iver wi l l  be consumed i n  the near 
future i n  Saskatchewan was nothing short of a k iss­
off. l t  d i d  not answer the quest ion.  l t  did not address 
t h e  fact  t h at t h e re h a s  been no e n v i r o n m e nta l  
assessment i mpact done  here i n  M an itoba. There has 
not been an assurance of what m aterials or information 
has been coming from other jurisdictions. The federal 
Department of Environment may be even breaching its 
own Act, or North Dakota or Saskatchewan. I th ink  
this is abominable. lt indicates that environmental issues 
are not issues that are to be dealt with in a serious 
and sincere fashion.  lt  indicates an area that we have 
to be watching very closely. 

Just recently, the Honourable Attorney:General ( M r. 
McCrae) of th is province mentioned a program that I 
was q uite interested i n .  lt was a pi lot chi ld access 
program for non-custodial parents. l t  is obvious that 
some leadership is being shown here in  Manitoba. I 
wish to commend h im for carrying through on this 
i nit iative of the previous Government.  I h ope that the 
program wil l  be successful ,  and it  wi l l  lead to the 
e n t r e n c h m e n t  of  a program of  t h i s  n a t u r e  on a 
permanent basis in M an itoba. I also hope it wi l l  be the 
beginn ing of other positive changes i n  deal ing with the 
terrible trying t imes that couples have to put up  with 
when t here is a family separation and when there are 
ch i ldren  involved . 

Much,  much more work needs to be done in Manitoba 
in the areas of access, of custody, of involvement by 
n on-custodial parents, and such things as elective 
medicine and education .  The p rocess we have today 
in the province, l ike most other ju risdictions in  Canada, 
i s  one u nfortunately fraught with confrontat ion .  There 
is  a legal ist ic approach when a conci l iatory mediation 
approach should be attempted . Mediation should be 
the norm, not the except ion.  

Some very tentative steps have been made i n  th is 
area by the past G overnment.  I would hope we wi l l  see 
mediat ion as a norm, and the role of the courts as the 
exception  instead of the converse which is true today. 
i look forward to the leadership of the Attorney-General 
and his G overnment in this very i mportant area of fami ly 
problem-solving.  

! n  conclud ing ,  M r. Speaker, I would l i ke to say that 
I am personal ly honoured and excited to be part of 
this 34th Session of the Manitoba Legislature. lt is a 
time when Manitobans have said that they do not want 
Tweed l e d e e  a n d  they  are n o t  cert a i n  a b o u t  
Tweedledum.  They are looking f o r  leadership ,  a n d  they 
are looking  for leadership by al l  three Parties. I hope 
we are going to be able to work together at that in  
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this Session of the H ouse, and it wi l l  be productive. 
There have been concil iatory notes from some of the 
Government speakers, and those comments are very 
much appreciated . I am hoping we are going to see 
as much of a response in substance as that of the fine 
words. 

* ( 1 730) 

I think the NDP should take note of that also. 
Manitobans have been tried by some of the antics of 
that Government i n  the past. I hope they are not tried 
by any further antics here in  this Session .  I look forward 
to working hard with my caucus and with other Members 
in th is H ouse. There is a lot of work to be done for 
Manitoba, and I think we can produce positive legislation 
before we go back to see what the people's answer 
wi l l  be for a 35th Legislature. 

Thank you very much, M r. Speaker, and best wishes 
to all Members of this House. 

Mr. Jim Maloway (Eimwood): I woul d  l ike to welcome 
all the new Members on both sides of the House. ! 
n ote with some trepidation that we do n ot have any 
new Members in our caucus. We will certain ly  work on 
correcting that in the next elect ion.  

For the last two years, I have been the second­
y o u ngest M LA in t h e  Leg i s l a t u r e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  m y  
col league from Thompson, who had been the youngest 
for a long, long t ime, and I guess I am happy to see 
that there are three new Members- one from the 
G overnment side, the Member for Lac du Bonnet (Mr. 
P raznik) ,  the Member for St.  James ( M r. Edwards), the 
Member for lnkster ( M r. Lamoureux)-who are al l  
younger than us. lt  reminds one of m ortality when you 
see " re-elect" on your signs. So now I am i n  that area 
where you are somewhere between the bright-eyed 
rookie and the wise old fox l ike the dean of the H ouse, 
the Member for Lakeside ( M r. Enns). 

I remember coming here and being al l  f ired u p  with 
rad ica l  i d eas of  i m p l e m e n t i n g  treasury branches,  
un iversal accident and sickness p lans ,  and hearing one 
e lder  P.C. M LA, who I d o  not believe is here anymore, 
commenting that he wil l s immer d own once he  gets 
used to this place. In fact, i t  is hard to describe to the 
new Members what real ly happens to a person in this 
H ouse when you have been here for a l itt le whi le .  The 
system tends to gr ind you down. Decisions never seem 
to get made. I am used to being in a business when 
I make a decision and something h appens. That is not 
the way things tend to work i n  the G overnment. Most 
of us, of course, at t imes question why we ever came 
here in the fi rst place. Many of us do it more often 
than others. 

Before you get d iscouraged, there are many positives 
aspects to the job of being an M LA .  You get to make 
long speeches about all sorts of th ings that you know 
n o t h i n g  about .  You t h i n k  you h ave acco m p l ished 
someth ing.  You get  to mai l  them to your constituents 
and n o  one reads them. You get to  ask M i nisters 
q uestions and they answer a totally d i fferent question.  
These can be somewhat frustrat ing but ,  in  spite of a l l  
of our  trials and tr ibulations, we st ick to it  because we 
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really feel that we are doing a job for the people who 
sent us here i n  the first place. 

I d id want to congratulate the Premier ( M r. Fi lmon) 
and the Members of the Cabinet, as temporary as they 
al l  may be. The Premier was voted least l ikely to succeed 
as early as last February by the al l igators in the front 
bench: the Health M i n ister ( M r. Orchard); the Finance 
Min ister (Mr. Manness); the N ative Affairs M i nister ( M r. 
Downey); and the Member for Spr ingfield ( M r. Roch). 
These al l igators, who are well-known, were t rying to 
d rain the swamp at that t ime. They were cal l ing for a 
l eadershi p  review th is  coming  N ovem ber, and the  
Premier must have a very th ick  sk in  to have put u p  
with a l l  o f  that. I n  fact, a l o t  of people I talked to actual ly 
felt sorry for the guy, that he was under attack by these 
n asty people. 

I do  not th ink that he should think that he has the 
situation under control and he should not doze at the 
switch.  As a matter of fact, h is  probable undoing wi l l  
not be his blowing of a secon d  sure-bet elect ion i n  two 
years. Joe Clark blew only one election .  This Premier 
has blown two sure bets. I n  fact , the Premier was the 
biggest l iabi l ity in  the P.C.  election campaign.  I th ink 
h is undoing is going to be leaving the lnterlake and 
l eaving eastern Manitoba out of the Cabinet. That is 
what I th ink his ult imate undoing is going to be. H ow 
long has it been since that whole area has been left 
out of the Cabinet? Certain ly, i n  the past number of 
years, a long, long time, there have been Cabinet 
M in isters in that area. 

The other question I would l ike to ask is: Why would  
h e  leave the Member for  Lakeside ( M r. Enns)  out  of  
the Cabinet? Was it  because he sees Reds under  the 
beds? No, I do  not  th ink  so. Was i t  because of h is  
disloyalty to the Leader? I do  not th ink  so either. In  
fact, he was one of the key rural Tories who helped 
stop Brian Ransom back in 1 983 in the leadership 
convention. He sat in  the front benches just two months 
ago. He defended the Leader of the Opposit ion at that 
t ime when the al l igators were out for h im more or less 
publ icly. Here is the dean of the House, probably the 
best speaker in this House, and an experienced Cabinet 
M in ister going back to the Robl in days - 1  th ink  the 
only Cabinet M i nister back to  the Robl in  days-and 
from an area excluded from the Cabinet, and the 
Premier  ( M r. F i lmon)  can n ot f i nd  even one m i n o r  
portfol io for h i m .  Why i s  that? 

That is because he asked an obvious q uest ion.  Why 
did the Conservative Party lose seats in  Winn ipeg? I 
am sure you are al l  asking that.  A lot of you really want 
to know. Good grief, how could you b low a lead? The 
Leader, the current Premier, had a 50 percent lead in 
the pol ls as early as February of th is year. M ind  you , 
that was when he was out of town in California. When 
h e  came back home, he started to d ip .  

I th ink  t h ose are  the  q uest i o n s  t h at the  sen i o r  
a l l igators a n d  t h e  junior al l igator over there are going 
to be asking come November. I th ink that is an important 
q uestion for them to resolve. 

The Government Members are frustrated because 
they have to pander to the Liberals and it gets in their 
c raw. They d o  not l ike this one bit .  I have talked to a 
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lot of them and it real ly bothers them because they 
wanted to get in  there, they wanted to start hacking 
and slash ing ,  but they know that Att i la the Hen would 
not let them. She wants to be the Premier and she 
knows that hacking and slash ing is not going to work. 
So she wants to be as moderate as possible and hopes 
that the publ ic  wi l l  view that posit ively and potential ly 
give her a term . That is ,  of course, supposing that the 
Con servat ives do not t a k e  care of  t h e i r  i n terna l  
problems i n  the meantime, wh ich  I have confidence 
that they wil l do. 

Now the Member for Springfield ( M r. Roch), my old 
friend ,  in his speech talked about less socialists being 
e l ected in t h e  Leg is la tu re a n d  t h e  des i re  o f  t h e  
G overnment to spend more o f  H ighway's budget on 
Tory r idings. I remember the Member for Spr ingfield 
when he was an NDP zealot. He  was president of the 
Spr i ngf ie ld  r i d i n g  back in 1 9 75 .  H e  was an  N D P  
appointee and h e  talks about that quite often. He  was 
an N D P  appointee to the Dental Board back in 1 975. 
He  was endorsed by Howard Pawley to run for the 
prov inc ia l  execut ive at a convent ion  back in t h e  
Seventies. He  was a keen campaigner i n  every elect ion,  
every by-election.  Whenever one came up,  he was the 
guy who walked the extra mi le ,  knocked on the extra 
door, pushed the hardest. 

Now what has he done? He has turned completely 
to the r ight.  He  has become an Adam Smith ,  born 
again ,  laissez-faire enterpriser, a real zealot of the r ight 
wing wanting to join the al l igator crowd up in  the front 
benches. H e  even tries to outdo the Finance M i nister 
(Mr. Manness), and that is hard to do, and the Health 
M i n ister, but that is becoming increasingly more easy. 
The Health M i n ister ( M r. Orchard) is a real pussycat. 
I do not know what has happened to h im but he is an 
awf u l l y  q u i et guy t hese d ays.  M aybe it i s  t h e  
responsibi l ity o f  t h e  Health Department. 

But the Member for Springfield ( M r. Roch), he sees 
more Reds under the beds than the Member for 
Lakeside ( M r. Enns). He sees communists at the West 
End Cultural Centre which, to l1 is credit, the Government 
is st i l l  fund ing <  He wants the G overnment to make up 
for lost time and spend more of the H ighway's budget 
in Tory r id ings,  and I gather that Springfield would be 
his preferred area. He wants to pave the whole th ing .  

* ( 1 740) 

M r. Speaker, today i n  the Free P ress we have a story 
here about "Tory r idings sweep l ion 's  share of grants. " 
Here we see the Conservative Government coming back 
with a vengeance to pay what it sees as some inequities 
of the past G overnment. The Progressive Conservative 
M LAs have received an average of $ 1 1 1 ,000 per r id ing .  
This compares with  $84,000 for  the N D P  and evidently 
on ly $57,000 for Liberal r idings. 

Taking the biggest haul so far were the r id ings of 
Turtle Mountain ,  represented by the Speaker, Tory 
Darren Praznik 's  Lac du Bonnet, Helmut Pankratz's La 
Verendrye, Education M i n ister Len Derkach's Rob l in ,  
and G iml i ' s  Ed Helwer. Noth ing  . . . . 

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Member 
for Springfie ld .  
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Mr. Gi lles Roch (Springfield): I was just wondering 
if  the Member for Elmwood (Mr. Maloway) would submit 
to a q uest ion.  

Mr. Maloway: I would be happy to,  M r. Speaker, but 
certai n ly once I have f inished . There are several other 
points that I want to put on the record.  

I was happy to see that ,  i n  the l ist of grants today, 
the Elmwood G iants Basebal l  C lub d id  get $25,000, 
and I thank the M i nister for that $25,000 on behalf of 
the Elmwood Giants Baseball Club. There were probably 
several more g rants that the Elmwood area got under 
the p revious G overnment. 

M r. Speaker, I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  where  t h i s  
Government is  going.  We are not really sure. On the 
one hand,  some of the Members have got the gears 
in forward and they want to get ahead and start hacking 
and slashing,  and others sort of have their foot out 
tryin g  to put on the brakes and preach moderat ion .  I 
am certain the Member for R iver East ( M rs. M itchelson) 
i s  one of those i n  the moderate sect ion .  

The H i ghways, and I wish he was here r ight  at  the 
moment ,  but he wants tol l  roads. I n  my old speeches, 
I wou ld  always talk about the P.C. 's  h idden agenda of 
p rivatization -the sel l ing of the l iquor stores, commun ity 
col leges, u niversities, hospitals-and the furthest-out 
idea I could th ink  of was toll roads. I used to mention 
that their u l t imate would  be tol l  roads. This M i nister 
m u st be  b u c k i n g  for t h e  pos i t ion  of  p r ivat izat i o n  
M i nister, b u t  t h e  Premier's a ides were q uick to rein the 
M i nister in.  I am sure that, i f  they f ired some of those 
h igh-priced Premier staff which the Members opposite 
were so wi l l ing to talk about before, they might  save 
enough money to avoid tol l  roads. So the M i n ister has 
been told to lay low for a while, but I really wish he 
would stop reading my old speeches because I really 
d o  not want to g ive him any more crazy i deas l ike 
setting  up of to l l  roads. He has taken my advice. 

M r. Speaker, I did want to make just a passing 
comment about the caring Min ister, the M i nister of the 
Environment (Mr. Connery), who claims to care so much 
a bout the environment that he g ot caught knowing very 
l i tt le about the environment. In fact , we are start ing to 
refer to h im as part of the walk ing dead. I th ink  the 
Members who have been arou n d  here for a couple of 
years know what the walk ing d ead are al l  about.  They 
now have a couple of people joining that c lub .  

I n  the Free Press today, we h ave an editorial art icle 
cal led, "The m u d d led min ister. ' '  I think we are going 
to probably be reading a lot  more of those in the m onths 
to come. l t  says: "The New Democrats caught h im 
as leep at two of  t hose swi tches  l ast wee k .  An  
environment m i nister on top of h is department would 
n ot have been left spluttering  and blustering ,  as M r. 
Connery was, by the NDP's announcement that H udson 
Bay M i n i n g  and S m e l t i n g  was exper i m e n t i n g  w i th  
recovery of precious metals at  i ts  F l in  F lon  smelter. ' '  
Again,  they h ave only been i n  the H ouse for a l itt le 
more than a week and the M i nister's n u m ber has come 
up almost everyday. I wi l l  be very interested in seeing 
what happens as we g o  through the succession of 
M i nisters t hat I suppose we plan to deal with i n  terms 
of q uestions and other th ings.  

243 

M r. Speaker, I have an article here, and I just wanted 
to read just a couple of sentences, from the G lobe and 
M ai l  back a few months ago. lt  was called , "A hundred 
ways to wipe that smi le off your face ,"  and No.  92, 
dealing with free trade, it says: "With free trade and 
so on,  the leader of Canada in  the year 2000 will 
probably be the president of the U nited States . ' '  I th ink 
that probably the majority of people in  this H ouse would 
agree with that statement, given what the Conservatives 
federally and the Conservatives provincial ly are trying 
to do  to us with this Free Trade Agreement. 

I have read the synopsis of the Free Trade Agreement 
and my conclusion is that there are no real great 
economic benefits to be derived from the agreement 
but, in  terms of sovereignty loss, a gradual sovereignty 
loss, I do not th ink there is any question that is going 
t o  h ap p e n  ove r a p e r i o d  of  severa l  years .  That 
sovereignty loss has been occurr ing,  as m ost of us 
know, for our l ifet imes and before that. 

Economically some sectors will do  wel l ,  others will 
do less well and the economic benefits are i ncremental . 
One year into the deal ,  we are not going to n otice any 
big change. In fact, the proponents of the deal have 
suggested that at the end of the deal, over a 1 0-year 
period , each individual wi l l  save roughly $200, if they 
have a job to go to when that t ime happens. But on 
an annual  basis, a consumer is only going to save $20 
a year. So  we are not going to notice any big change 
in the first year of the deal. 

Ever so slowly, we are going to be sucked i nto a ful l  
un ion with the U nited States, and let us face some facts 
here. We h ave resisted, we have fought free trade 
agreement since Confederation and,  in spite of that, 
we have sti l l  become more Americanized over the years. 
We h ave U . S .  m ov ies ,  we h ave U . S .  T V, U . S .  
enter ta i n me n t ,  s p o rts ,  o u r  e c o n o m y  i s  a lmost 
completely integrated already i n  with the Un ited States 
and it certainly is dependent on the United States. There 
is no q uest ion about that. 

The m i l i t a ry o f  the two c o u n t r i es is  v i rtua l ly  
i n dist inguishable. As a m atter of fact , the  Canadian 
G overn ment  somet i mes k n ow l ess about  what is 
happening  with our m i l itary than the Americans. I n  the 
1 960s, there have been attem pts at national ism when 
the former Prime M i n ister Trudeau was in power. In  the 
1 960s, he brought in F IRA to review foreign investment, 
which I thought at the t ime and sti l l  d o  that it  was a 
good th ing .  He conducted a m ore i ndependent foreig n  
pol icy. When you went abroad -and being  in  the  travel 
business, I do a fair amount of travel l ing .  I know that, 
when Trudeau was the Prime Min ister, I never did have 
any g reat love for the man,  but the fact of the matter 
was that,  when you went to other countries, people d id  
k now who he was and knew that h e  was separate from 
the U nited States. That is not the feelin g  that you get 
n ow when you t ravel .  I was i n  Brazi l last fal l ,  Portugal 
last fal l ,  I srael last January, and I d id talk to  people 
when I was there, and they viewed Brian Mu l roney as 
just a jun ior  Ronald Reagan . That is the impression 
that people abroad h ave of the guy. 

With the advent of Mu l ro neyism, we have seen a 
holus-bolus attempt to hook up to the Un i ted States, 
and it is n ot surprising .  Brian M u lroney was a branch 
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plant manager and I th ink that is the mentality of the 
guy. He is  really just more or less a lackey for the 
Americans. 

Simon Reisman was quoted as saying at one point 
that the Americans bargain l ike a Third World country, 
and none of my colleagues have been able to f ind out 
why he could have said something l ike that. I mean , 
here is the man who negotiated this deal.  

• ( 1 750) 

I have a l ittle test for you, and some of you wi l l  
remember th is ,  so we wil l  perhaps get  some more 
participation from some of the new Members on the 
other side of the House. Who said the fol lowing:  
" Canada-U . S .  free t rade is l i k e  s leeping with an 
elephant. l t 's terrific unt i l  the elephant twitches and,  if  
i t  ever rolls over, you' re a dead man. This is why free 
trade was decided in an election in 1 9 1 1 .  l t  affects 
Canadian sovereignty and we wi l l  have none of it, not 
d uring leadership campaigns or at any other t ime. 
Canadians rejected free trade with the U nited States 
in 1 9 1 1 ,  they would do  so again in 1 983. Canada must 
increase its share of total world trade which has dropped 
by 33 percent in  the last two decades." Who said that? 
Ah,  someone got i t .  None other than M r. Sacred Trust 
h imself, Brian Mulroney. 

How about this? "Unrestrained free trade with the 
U nited States raises the possib i l ity that thousands of 
jobs could be lost in  such critical industries as textiles, 
f u r n i t u re and footwear. Before we j u m p  on t h e  
bandwagon o f  continental ism, w e  should strengthen 
o u r  i n dustr ia l  s truct u re s o  that we are m ore  
competitive." Who said that? 

An Honourable Member: Is this a trick quest ion? 

Mr. Maloway: This is a trick quest ion.  The Member 
for La Verendrye (Mr. Pankratz) should know th is .  l t  
was Joe Clark, h is  former Leader, the Leader they turfed 
out because he d id  not perform-Joe Clark. 

A nother fam o u s  q uote ,  " C a n a d i a n s  do n o t  
understand what they have signed. I n  20 years they 
wi l l  be sucked into the U.S. economy. "  Who was that? 
Clayton Yeutter, the American representative, the guy 
who negotiated with Reisman. These are his true feel ings 
that are coming across here. 

Another quote: "The momentous move t oward 
u n it ing the two countries economical ly is very gratify ing 
for me for more than a decade. My pop urged h is 
newspapers that Canada become part  of the U nited 
States. "  Who said that? Wil l iam Randolph Hearst, the 
editor of Hearst Newspapers. 

Another quote: "As a sovereign nat ion,  Canada can 
sign whatever trade pact it wants with the U . S . ,  but 
we would  never sign such a deal l ike the one Canada 
signed. We won't be giving away our o i l  reserves to 
d o  a trade deal.  Mexico intends to be an industrial 
nation and not a mere provider of raw materials. " That 
was the economic advisor to the President of Mexico. 

Who really wants this trade deal. From what I can 
see, i t  is a bunch of businesspeople down east in 
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Toronto. When you look at the organizations they belong 
t o ,  you w i l l  f i n d  t h at by a n d  l arge t h ey are 
overrepresentat ive or  controlled by people who are 
members of branch p lants industries. So you have the 
president of company A whose boss is in  New York,  
what posit ion d o  you expect th is person to take i n  this 
part icular deal? 

The h istory of free trade attempts, as I mentioned 
before, is rather long. There was one attempted in  1 854; 
there was one attempted in 1 880 ; 1 9 1 1 .  I n  al l  of those 
occasions, at the last m inute, the Canadians backed 
off. M acKenzie King backed off; St. Laurent backed 
off when Eisenhower wanted it. What we know is that 
the deal wi l l  lead to the de-industrial ization of Canada 
and make us even more resou rce dependent. What 
wi l l  happen is people are going to-companies wi l l  close 
down p lants up here in Canada and they wi l l  m ove 
themself where they have got more of an economy of 
scale and where they have got better labour legislation 
and they wi l l  be heading,  of course, to the r ight-to­
work States. 

M r. S peaker, I did want to ind icate that M r. Lawrence 
T h i beau l t ,  w h o  is t h e  P res i d e n t  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  
Manufacturers' Associat ion,  what he said .  T h e  Member 
for Spr ingfield ( M r. Roch) might be interested in this 
if he would l isten .  " lt is simply a fact that, as we ask 
our industries to compete toe to toe with American 
industries, we in  Canada are obviously forced to create 
the same condit ions in Canada that exist i n  the U nited 
States, whether i t  i s  the unemployment i nsuran ce 
scheme, the workers' compensation scheme, the cost 
of government, the level of taxat ion,  and whatever."  

The fact of the matter is that  businesses who are 
operat ing here r ight now in Canada, because of tariffs, 
they have to set up and sel l  into the Canadian market. 
Once it is more advantageous for them to set u p  in 
the southern U nited States, in  the r ight-to-work States 
where, tor example,  in Alabama there is no min imum 
wage, Arizona there is no min imum wage, i n  Kansas 
the min imum wage is $ 1 .60. There are about 20 of 
t hese r ight-to-work states and they are attract i n g  
industries i n  l arge numbers. N o t  o n l y  wi l l  they attract 
them from Canada but they wi l l  be and are attracting 
them from the northern U nited States as wel l .  So it is 
a problem for the northern states of the U nited States 
as wel l .  

As a matter o f  fact, in  another article where business 
has been told to be lean and mean , they say that 
business wi l l  have to be leaner and meaner if Canad ians 
are to reap fu l l  benefits from free trade with the U n ited 
States, as a new federal council is studying the proposed 
trade deal. To me, that means lower wages and once 
again the right-to-work legislation that businesses wi l l  
be pressing the M anitoba Government, wi l l  be pressing 
the Mem bers on the front benches here to br ing in ,  in 
very short order, when th is deal goes through. 

As many as 25 ,000 Canadian workers per year wi l l  
be d isplaced on average dur ing the fi rst 1 0  years of 
the free trade deal. Now this is the Finance Department 
that has estimated that figure. There is no question 
that we are going to face a loss of sovereignty with 
the i mplementat ion of the free trade deal. I think a lot 
of us, if we wanted to be Americans, would have m oved 
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there in the first p lace. I th ink  that is why a lot of 
Canadians are in th is country. 

You know, old John A. Macdonald ,  I th ink he would 
be embarrassed knowing that these Members are 
affi l i ated with the Conservative Party. He would rol l  
over in  h is grave with the way the P.C. Party has strayed. 

M r. Gavin Scott,  who is a local tour operator and an 
old friend of mine, he happened to be actually the P.C. 
candidate i n  E l l ice i n  1 98 1 .  M r. Scott was interviewed 
in the Free Press some months ago when Tourism was 
supposedly giving their  wholehearted support to the 
free trade deal. M r. Scott,  who again is normally a fairly 
r ight-win g  Conservative supporter although he has 
wavered to the Liberals once or twice in the past, but 
I th ink  that may change, he says and I quote: "I am 
a national ist and I am against it, that free trade deal. 
I 'm worried that it could mean integration into American 
society. "  So even r ight-wing Conservatives, and this 
man is q uite a reasonable th inker and reads a lot and 
certainly h as very good connections with people in  the 
front benches here i n  the Government, he has h is own 
reasons for opposing this deal.  I think the Members 
here h ave a " once again s imi lar to the M eech Lake 
situation . "  

They have been taken to t h e  woodshed , a s  the 
Member for Arthur (Mr. Downey) l ikes to make reference 
to. They h ave been read the r iot act . These people are 
not natural supporters of Meech Lake. M aybe they are 
of free trade, but I do not think M u lroney trusts them 
enough to leave them alone to make their own decisions. 
I think that he is watching them and he sends his people 
in here to whip them into l ine,  make sure that they all 
pop up like trained seals.  I th ink  they are wel l  under 
control of the M u lroneyites i n  the Conservative Party 
at the current t ime. 

I d id  want to make some further comments about 
the reduction i n  tariffs, because I th ink it is  not true 
that the NDP is  opposed to looser trade and freer-type 
trade. We just do not l ike the Mu l roney trade deal. We 
t h i n k  t h at we c o u l d  h ave m u c h  better  t rad i n g  
arrangements. Trading arrangements that h ave been 
loosened through the GATT over the years have worked 
fai rly wel l over the years. As a matter of fact, we should 
be looking at trad ing with more countries, expanding 
our horizons rather than basically gett ing into a fortress 
American mental ity The Members opposite, of course, 
are wil l ing participants in  that fortress America concept. 

245 

* ( 1 800) 

I do not believe, as the Finance Min ister (Mr. M anness) 
has mentioned several t imes, that we have to cower 
and get i nto our closet and worry about will the 
Americans buy our resources or will they not buy our 
resources. M r. Speaker, resources are vitally i mportant 
to the Americans. I th ink there will always be a market 
for our resources. I th ink they are a hungry country 
and I th ink  they wi l l  pay what we want for those 
resources. I also would not be afraid of a country that 
was 10 t imes smaller. I mean the Americans are sitt ing 
back here chuckling at th is whole situation.  Here we 
have a country of 20 mi l l ion that thinks it could be on 
an equal footing with a country of 200 mi l l ion .  H ow 
absurd can you be? lt would be l ike Canada setting 
up a free trade agreement with the Turks and the Caicos. 
I bel ieve one of their federal ,  soon to be former M Ps, 
thank goodness, was work ing on that one. Once again ,  
we would not have a lot t o  fear having a trade agreement 
with a country that was 10 t imes as small as us. There 
is just that whole element of size that has to be 
considered in this.  

The fact of the matter is ,  as I had mentioned earl ier, 
that they already have a tremendous influence and 
control over us already. What this Free Trade Agreement 
is trying to do, I th ink ,  is  just g ive us that final push 
into the union. Al l  we wil l  need then is just to hoist the 
flag . The Member for Arthur ( M r. Downey) may be 
happier than some about that. I know that the Members 
over on th is side of the House are not looking forward 
to that prospect. l t  is l ike putt ing Mike Tyson in  the 
r ing with the Premier. H ow long would the Premier last? 
He is having enough trouble with his al l igators, let alone 
Tyson.  N inety percent of Ontario exports go  to the 
U n i ted States ,  a n d  t h a t  a l o n e  d e m o n st rates t h e  
overdependence that w e  already have o n  t h e  U . S .  I 
am not advocating that we reduce that. M r. Speaker, 
how much t ime d o  I have remain ing for th is evening? 

Mr. Speaker: The hour be ing 6 p .m. ,  in  accordance 
with the Rules, I am leaving the Chair and wi l l  return 
at 8 p . m . ,  at which t ime the Honourable Member for 
E l m w o o d  ( M r. M a l oway) w i l l  h ave n i n e  m i n utes 
remain ing .  




