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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
Friday, November 25, 1988.

The House met at 10 a.m.

PRAYERS
ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

Mr. Clerk, William Remnant: It is my duty to inform
the House that Mr. Speaker is unavoidably absent and,
therefore, in accordance with the Statutes, | would ask
the Deputy Speaker (Mr. Minenko) to take the Chair.

PRESENTING REPORTS BY
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

Mr. Helmut Pankratz (La Verendrye): | would like to
present the first report of the Committee on Industrial
Relations.

Mr. Clerk, William Remnant: Your committee met on
Thursday, November 24, 1988, at 10 a.m. in Room 254
of the Legislative Building. Your committee elected Mr.
H. Pankratz as Chairman.

Your Committee considered:

Bill No. 37, The Crown Corporations Public Review
and Accountability and Consequential Amendments
Act; Loi sur L’'Examen Public des activités des
corporations de la Couronne, I’obligation redditionnelle
de celles-ci et certaines modifications corrélatives.

And has agreed to report the same with certain
amendments, all of which is respectfully submitted.

Mr. Pankratz: | move, seconded by the Honourable
Member for Swan River (Mr. Burrell), that the report
of the committee be received.

MOTION presented and carried.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The Honourable Minister of
Finance (Mr. Manness).

Hon. Clayton Manness: | am waiting for your call to
report. Your next order of business, please.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS
AND TABLING OF REPORTS

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): Mr.
Deputy Speaker, in the spirit of Bill No. 37, The new
Crown Accountability Act, | am tabling the Manitoba
Public Insurance Corporation, Automobile Insurance
Division, Estimated Financial Results for the year ended
October 31, 1988. This is unaudited. This is being done
in support of the information being made public by
MPIC in its request for rate adjustments before the
Public Utilities Board.

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Northern and Native
Affairs): | want to table the supplementary information
for the Estimates of the Department of Northern Affairs.

* (1005)

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

Native Justice Inquiry
Attorney-General Studies

Mrs. Sharon Carstairs (Leader of the Opposition):
My question is to the Attorney-General (Mr. McCrae).
The aboriginal inquiry is continuing to compile data
and information regarding aboriginal experience in
Manitoba’s justice system. In order for this inquiry to
effectively complete its work, it needs all studies of
relevance, which are currently being conducted by the
Department of the Attorney-Generali.

The Research and Planning Department of the
Attorney-General’'s Department has been conducting
a variety of research and studies projects which may
be of assistance to this inquiry. Will the Attorney-General
{Mr. McCrae) advise this House just what projects are
ongoing in his department that have relevance to the
aboriginal justice being delivered in the Province of
Manitoba?

Hon. James McCrae (Attorney-General): The judges
of the Inquiry have requested of the department one
particular study regarding court appearances and
timetables for court appearances. | suppose you could
say this would be regarding a backlog and delays—
but the time it takes up to the stage of the preliminary
hearing. That is one study the judges have requested
and the department is presently processing that request.

As for any other studies along the line the Honourable
Leader of the Opposition refers to, | would have to
check and find out.

Mrs. Carstairs: The understanding is there are a
number of studies going on including such a variety
of topics as sentencing and the length of sentencing
which are going on. Can the Attorney-General (Mr.
McCrae) tell the House today and assure the House
today that any studies being conducted in the Attorney-
General’'s Department that have relevance to the
aboriginal inquiry will be delivered to the aboriginal
inquiry before it is asked to submit its report?

Mr.McCrae: Everyrequestmade by the judges is being
viewed in an atmosphere of attempting to work with
them and to cooperate. We have let that be known to
the judges. Every request the judges have made of us
we have handled with all dispatch and done our very
best to cooperate with the judges to ensure all
information that is available is made available to the
judges.

Mrs. Carstairs: With a supplementary question to the
Attorney-General, it is my understanding there are
studies that were initiated prior to the Aboriginal Justice
Inquiry being established. Can the Minister inform the
House today if those studies have been completed and
if those studies will be submitted immediately to the
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Mr. Deputy Speaker: Does the Honourable Member
have leave? (Agreed)

Mr. Angus: Manitoba is proudly represented on the
Canadian National Freestyle Ski Team by a young lady
from Winnipeg, Miss Nancy Wankling. Today Nancy
leaves for Europe and the first stop on a hectic World
Cup circuit beginning in Tignes, France.

On behalf of all Honourable Members, | take this
opportunity to wish Nancy every success in the
upcoming ski season on the national tour. Thank you.

* (1050)
ORDERS OF THE DAY

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): With
the concurrence of the Opposition Parties, we would
request that we call the Supply Motion and go into
Interim Supply to a point wheresecond reading is done
and then, if time is permitting, that we come out of
Supply and go to the Bills in some certain order which
will be indicated at that time.

If there is agreement then, Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
would move, seconded by the Minister of Energy and
Mines (Mr. Neufeld), that Mr. Deputy Speaker do now
leave the Chair and the House resolve itself into a
Committee to consider of the Supply to be granted to
Her Majesty.

MOTION presented and carried and the House
resolved itself into a Committee to consider of the
Supply to be granted to Her Majesty, with the
Honourable Member for Minnedosa (Mr. Gilleshammer)
in the Chair.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY—INTERIM SUPPLY

Mr. Chairman, Harold Gilleshammer: | would call the
Committee of Supply to order to consider the following
resolution:

RESOLVED that a sum not exceeding
$3,073,358,100, being 75 percent of the total
amount to be voted as set out in the Main
Estimates, be granted to Her Majesty for the
fiscal year ending the 31st day of March, 1989.

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): Mr.
Chairman, what the Government is proposing at this
point in time is to bring in another month of supply
authority.

Given that Interim Supply Bill No. 1, granted authority
for the Government to spend monies up until the end
of November, as the end of November is drawing close,
we have to come to the Legislature for additional
authority. That is what we are doing at this time.

Mr. Chairman: s it the will of the committee to adopt
the resolution? (Agreed) Committee rise.

Call in the Deputy Speaker.

IN SESSION
COMMITTEE REPORT

Mr. Harold Gilleshammer (Chairman of the Commiittee
of Supply): The Committee of Supply has adopted a
certain resolution and directs me to report the same
and asks leave to sit again.

| move, seconded by the Honourable Member for
Lac du Bonnet (Mr. Praznik), that the report of the
committee be received.

MOTION presented and carried.

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): | move,
seconded by the Minister of Northern Affairs (Mr.
Downey), that Mr. Deputy Speaker do now leave the
Chair and the House resolve itself into a Committee
to consider Ways and Means of raising the Supply to
be granted to Her Majesty.

MOTION presented and carried and the House
resolved itself into a Committee to consider of Ways
and Means for raising of the Supply to be granted to
Her Majesty, with the Honourable Member for
Minnedosa (Mr. Gilleshammer) in the Chair.

COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS
SUPPLY—INTERIM SUPPLY

Mr. Chairman, Harold Gilleshammer: The committee
will come to order to consider the following resolution:

RESOLVED that towards making good the Supply
granted to Her Majesty on account of certain
expenditures of the Public Service for the fiscal year
ending the 31st day of March, 1989, the sum of
$3,073,358,100, being 75 percent of the total amount
be voted as set out in the Main Estimates for the fiscal
year ending the 31st day of March, 1989, laid before
the House at the present Session of the Legislature,
be granted out of the Consolidated Funds.

Mr. Jay Cowan (Second Opposition House Leader):
Mr. Chairperson, | have one direct question to the
Minister of Finance (Mr. Manness). The process involving
Interim Supply and the approval of Interim Supply by
this Legislature historically in the past has been a
process of negotiation to a large extent between the
Opposition Parties and the Government who requires
Interim Supply. That is required because a lot of parties
outside of this House and this Chamber are awaiting
the speedy passage of Interim Supply so the
Government has the authority to pay for the Bills that
are outstanding. So Interim Supply sometimes goes
right up to the date where that authority is required,
and in the past has even gone beyond the date on
which that authority was required, and it created quite
a controversy in this House.

Given that general circumstance, negotiations are an
extremely important part of the process of moving the
Interim Supply Bill through the House. | would ask the
Minister of Finance (Mr. Manness), because there has
been some commentary involving the process outside
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of the City of Winnipeg. We do see citizen involvement
in local affairs and weakening Council’s input in policy
making at City Hall.

| believe that with the 23, and not a further reduction,
allows people from many walks of life to not have to
give up their life-long occupations to serve at City Hall.
A reduction down to a lesser amount would probably
at some time, | believe, we would end up with just
professional bureaucrats at City Hall. | think that most
people who go into political life at Council do like to
carry on with their occupation. That way they have |
think a better feel and a better touch with their
community.

The Government proposes a major change to
Subsection 21 of The City of Winnipeg Act to enable
the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council to determine the
number of wards for each community. Presently, Section
21 sets out the number of wards for each community.
The amendment is required because 1987 amendments
to The City of Winnipeg Act established the principle
that the variation in population requirement of any
ward—and | repeat, of any ward—cannot exceed 10
percent more or 10 percent less than the average ward
population for the city.

When we were comparing the 23 to the 29 and
comparing other numbers, we found that when you are
comparing them that the 10 percent item variation
would probably, if you are just saying that per ward in
per community committee, there was no problem, but
when we are trying to stress it out throughout the city
and trying to keep with the historic boundaries that we
know today and that is dealing with the community
committees that we know, the Works and Operations
that we know, the different departments that seem to
run on community committee system.

So the number was not just selected from an arbitrary
figure. We did go through the boundary changes from
within the communities. We did look at the boundary
changes for instance without, say, within the whole city.
It would be easier if the Act read sometimes that, hey,
take a community committee system and have them
distribute the population in there. That is if we were
going to keep up with the historic boundaries that we
know, today. It is just something that | am just casting
down that we did look at and it did cause a problem.

(The Acting Speaker, Mr. Edward Helwer, in the Chair.)

The application of this principle used in ‘86 statistics
will cause a major shift in the boundaries of four
community committees. Present boundaries reflect
established historical community groupings and the
communication barrier of the Red and Assiniboine
Rivers:- Many of the City of Winnipeg’s departments,
as | mentioned earlier, the Works and Operations, Parks
and Rec, Environmental and Planning departments are
organized and operated along community committee
lines. It seems to be the basis of what the people of
City of Winnipeg have been used to.

To avoid such upheaval, the Government requests
the flexibility of determining the number of wards per
community, following the report of the Wards
Boundaries Commission or upon request from Council.

That is why | have added that last part because that
would probably be a plus factor when we get to
determine, or finally when we decide whether it is 23
or 29. Because as you have to remember, there are
some wards or some community committees, like in
St. James, where if you stay with four then it shifts
over in the city centre quite drastically.

So whatever number we determine at this Legislature
that maybe at that time when the Opposition is
considering amendments or somewhere along the line,
take that into consideration that we could maybe not
stay or have an automatic stay with that 10 percent
between the wards totally throughout the city.

The third proposed amendment in this Bill would
replace the existing cumbersome and outdated
legislative provisions on business assessment. Mr.
Acting Speaker, if the Member for Flin Flon (Mr.
Storie)—| know he probably has no apparent reason
to worry about The City of Winnipeg Act. | would like
-(Interjection)- maybe he could—

* (1120)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Helwer): Can we have some
order here? Order, order.

Mr. Ducharme: Mr. Acting Speaker, outdated legislative
provisions on business assessment and taxation in
Winnipeg with provisions that enable the city to establish
by by-law an annual business tax rate. Winnipeg City
Council has formally requested the province to make
this amendment.

Under the current system provided for in The City
of Winnipeg Act, there are 16 classes and numerous
subclasses of business properties identified for business
tax purposes. Moreover, there are varying rates of
taxation ranging from 6 percent to 20 percent,
depending on the type of business and on the range
of assessment with certain classifications.

Other more serious limitations of the existing
provisions prevail because the legislation dates back
to the year 1938. For instance, the Act lists some types
of business which no longer exist, conversely does not
include some types of business that have been
developed in more recent times.

As well, the present provisions severely restrict the
city’s ability to control business tax revenues and the
distribution of the tax burden. This situation is the result
of entrenching in the statute business classes, and
attaching to each class a range of business tax rates.

The tax rates no longer reflect the relative profitability
of these business classes. Consequently, the city’s
business tax revenue yield has been increasing at a
rate which is less than the rate of inflation.

Normally, provincial statutes specify a minimum
number of restrictions on the ability of local
Governments to levy business taxes. Details on
procedures, classes, and rates are typically determined
by each municipality in a by-law. In fact, our own
Municipal Act enables all municipalities in Manitoba,
except Winnipeg, to determine by by-law an annual
single rate of business tax.
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Ducharme) to quit provoking debate in the way he is.
This is inflaming, | think, the passions of the Chamber,
and | would ask him to contain his remarks more soberly
to the Bill.

Mr. Ducharme: It is unfortunate that we do have a
joker in every Assembly. However, | will be finished . . .

Mr. John Angus (St. Norbert): On a point of order.
| would rise in defence of the Minister’s presentation
in a very factual, informative method of addressing this
House with a logical approach to explaining his
legislation without theatrics. Thank you.

*+ (1130)

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Helwer): The Member for
St. Norbert does not have a point of order.

Mr. Ducharme: |, as well as all Members in this House,
know that we come into this Assembly with various
opinions and we do not expect everybody to have the
same opinion.

We have 57 people in this Legislature that have their
views. | think that | have put them as concrete on the
paper as | could. | will have my chance to express my
political—and my philosophy at a later date. | will finish,
and in conclusion, and | am sure glad the Member for
Flin Flon (Mr. Storie), brought it up before | got to the
last line.

In conclusion, | would recommend Bill 40 to the
Honourable Members of the Legislature for their
consideration and adoption. | look forward to the
comments of the other Members. | am sure that
between all 57 Members and all three Parties that we
will bring forward legislation that ought to be good for
the City of Winnipeg because that is our role.

Mr. Angus: | move, seconded by the Honourable
Member for Fort Rouge (Mr. Carr), that debate be
adjourned on this Bill.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Helwer): Does the Member
for St. Norbert have leave to allow this Bill to stand
in his name? (Agreed)

DEBATE ON THIRD READINGS

BILL NO. 18—AN ACT TO
INCORPORATE THE MANITOBA
MOTOR LEAGUE

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Helwer): On the proposed
motion of the Honourable Attorney-General (Mr.
McCrae), Bill No. 18, An Act to amend An Act to
Incorporate the Manitoba Motor League, standing in
the name of the Honourable Member for the Interlake
(Mr. Uruski). Does the House have leave to leave it
standing in the name of the Member for Interlake?
(Agreed)

Mr. Ed Mandrake (Assiniboia): | would like to take
this opportunity to speak to this Bill. As the Official
Opposition in this House we agree with the amendments

as proposed in Bill No. 18. The Manitoba Motor League
serves our society and especially the female sector. It
provides free extrication services, free credit card
registry, auto repairs, battery boosts and, of course,
the replacing of tires on vehicles.

| am a little bit distraught that this Bill was passed
in committee on November 3 of this year. Today is
November the 25, 22 days later and it still has not
received Royal Assent. | would urge the New Democratic
Party to join us in passing this Bill for Royal Assent
as quickly as possible. This is a very important Bill. |
would strongly urge, again, the New Democratic Party
to pass this Bill for Royal Assent. Thank you very much.

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): You may
want to canvass the House again as to whether or not
this Bill might be allowed to pass even though it is
standing in the name of the Member for Interlake (Mr.
Uruski).

Mr. John Plohman (Dauphin): Mr. Acting Speaker, we
are prepared to have this Bill pass.

QUESTION put, MOTION carried.

BILL NO. 24—AN ACT
TO INCORPORATE THE DAUPHIN
GENERAL HOSPITAL FOUNDATION

Mr. Deputy Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Member for Churchill (Mr. Cowan), Bill No. 24, An Act
to Incorporate The Dauphin General Hospital
Foundation, standing in the name of the Member for
Selkirk (Mrs. Charles), the Honourable Member for
Inkster.

Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): Mr. Deputy Speaker,
on behalf of the Honourable Member for Selkirk (Mrs.
Charles), | would like to express that we in the Official
Opposition have expressed our concerns on this
particular Bill and we would be more than happy to
have it passed here today for Royal Assent.

QUESTION put, MOTION carried.

DEBATE ON SECOND READINGS

BILL NO. 21—THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC
AMENDMENT ACT

Mr. Deputy Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Minister of Highways and Transportation
(Mr. Albert Driedger), Bill No. 21, The Highway Traffic
Amendment Act, standing in the name of the
Honourable Member for Assiniboia (Mr. Mandrake).
(Stand)

BILL NO. 28—THE AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCERS’ ORGANIZATION FUNDING
ACT

Mr. Deputy Speaker: On the proposed motion of the
Honourable Minister of Agriculture (Mr. Findlay), Bill
No. 28, The Agricultural Producers’ Organization
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Funding Act, standing in the name of of the Honourable
Minister of Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey). (Stand)

Bill No. 29, on the proposed motion of the Honourable
Minister—

An Honourable Member: Go back one.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Do we have leave to go back
to Bill No. 28, standing in the name of the Honourable
Minister of Northern Affairs? (Agreed)

Hon. James Downey (Minister of Northern and Native
Affairs): | am pleased to conclude my remarks dealing
with the Bill and | do thank the House for giving me
a minute ‘to catch my breath. In fact, | was just out
doing a little bit of important Government business.

The Bill that we are dealing with, of course, is one
which the farm community has been desirous of having
for many, many years. | know how the former New
Democratic Party felt about the organization and, of
course, the Member for Dauphin (Mr. Plohman) gives
us that liberal sign of kind of in the middle of the road.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Downey: But the point | am making is that the
farm community has for years been desirous of having
an organization of which they can contribute to, to do
the kind of policy development work, research work,
that will enhance their way of life and their position in
the farm business as it relates not only to Government
action in all cases, but particularly there are some
actions that may have to be taken on behalf of the
farm community, whether it is dealing with lobbying
chemical companies or dealing with fertilizer companies
or some of the larger businesses that have a direct
relationship to what goes on in the farm community.

* (1140)

You, Mr. Deputy Speaker, being very familiar with
that kind of activity, and | am sure a support from a
farm organization, such as the Bill here is going to allow
to happen could not only enhance the farm community
but some of the smaller dealer representatives in certain
situations. .

I, as | indicated in my earlier remarks on this particular
Bill, felt the whole position the farmers are in in society
has changed with the tough economic times and the
loss of some of our family farm operators, the fact their
voice in society has become somewhat less listened
to as we become more of an industrialized country. It
is just straightforward common sense that they should
be given the same rights and privileges to speak on
behalf of the collective body through legislative support.

All farmers, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and one would be
naive to think so, are not totally and absolutely
supportive of this type of legislation. After all, we have
to look at the farm community as traditionally and
basically being free enterprise, free-thinking people who
when the .imposition of having to participate in an
organization through any form of legislation, they find
somewhat repulsive. | think the current Minister of

Agriculture ‘and the Government of the Day have built
into the legislation the opportunity for those individuals
who feel that way to quite easily not be a part of it.
Through the mechanism that is built in, it makes it
somewhat more administratively acceptable and easier
to operate so there is not too much of an entanglement
for either getting in or getting out of the organization.

So | think that will be received by those individuals
who are those free-thinking people who do not want
to have the imposition of any organization on them,
unlike, Mr. Deputy Speaker, my colleagues from the
New Democratic Party, who for some reason feel it is
their right as legislators, to impose on the labour
movement in this country compulsory participation in
labour unions. | do not think in the long run, when
legislation is struck that causes or imposes or forces
something upon any group or organization:in society,
an unfair pressure to participate, that in the long term
it does either the organization, the group.of individuals
who are being represented or society at large any good.
It takes time, but whatever time it takes, those
individuals or those injustices will be corrected.

My colleague, the Minister of Labour (Mr. Connery),
is certainly very cognizant. of that as the public pressure
and the election said on- April 26, there had to be
changes in the labour legislation in this province. The
public democracy is in action and working, the same
as it is in action and working when it comes to the
putting in place of a farm-Bill which farm people can
have representation for them, as | said, whether it is
dealing with Government, whether it is dealing with
farm businesses or just speaking on behalf of the farm
community as .a whole.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, for some reason | have a flashing
red light here. Does that mean leave | can continue to
go or stop and go or what does that—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: That means your time is up, |
believe. :

Hon. Clayton Manness (Minister of Finance): | only

want to spend a few minutes addressing Bill No. 28,

but | think it is a very important Bill, and as such, those
of us certainly who represent rural ridings could use

the opportunity we have to at least say something with

respect to Bill 'No. 28. N

| am very proud that our Government has initiated
the bringing in- of the legislation that provides a the
farm organization. Indeed one is not named under this
particular Act. Although | must say in all honesty, as
| said to the Keystone group, | guess | would have
preferred quite frankly that maybe there had been a
named organization. | would have preferred that, rather
than coming through the system of a group of | guess
eminent people from the Ag community, sort of deciding
on some basis who should be the named organization.

Nevertheless, | want to say for the record, | have
been very much impressed with the activities of those
people from the farm community who over the last
number of years have attempted to build and rebuild
a farm organization out of shambles. As most of us
can remember, the Crow rate debate was very divisive.
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Amongst other things, it caused the Manitoba Farm
Bureau to break into pieces. That did not prevent, |
would say, a progressive faction amongst the farm
community for realizing the importance of having a farm
organization at that point, trying to set aside to the
extent possible all politics and try to work towards a
farm organization that would serve all within the farm
community.

| honestly believe that the Keystone organization, to
name it specifically, has certainly passed the test of
time and shown all that want to look at it that it has
not only matured but it has developed a great degree
of credibility and, as such, should have available to it
an opportunity to bring forward greater involvement
by the farm community.

There is a major voluntary aspect to this Bill. | can
say that | would not support it if there was not a
voluntary aspect to this Bill. There still are people out
in the farm community who do not want to be part of
a formal organization. Their rights have to respected.
Again, what | like about it, it is not necessary for a
farm or indeed a farmer to jump through 25 hoops to
get through or to have his or her name removed or
not be part of the activity. Indeed, the opportunity to
withdraw is actually quite simple.

So with those few remarks, | certainly am glad to
state for the record that | support the intent of Bill 28.
| wish the farm community well in trying to have a voice,
an association that will work to the betterment of all
within the farm community, come forward by way of
this vehicle. As part of the Government, | am glad to
be associated with it. Thank you.

Hon. Glen Cummings (Minister of Municipal Affairs):
| want to put a couple of words on the record regarding
this Bill mainly for personal reasons.

While | have not all of my life been involved in farm
organizations, | very quickly came to the realization,
during the late Seventies, that the farmers of this
province needed a strong organizational voice that
could speak on their behalf, speak not only to provincial
Governments, but speak on their behalf and as part
of national organizations.

* (1150)

While | am reluctant to talk about a farm organization
in particular, | think it has to be indicated that the
flexibility that is allowed and the membership of an
organization to represent farmers is the important part
of this Bill in terms of getting acceptance across rural
Manitoba. As a member of a farm lobby group that
has spoken out strongly on behalf of the farmers in
this province, | also recognize that throughout the farm
community there is not necessarily unanimity on all
issues or on all concerns. There has to be an ability
for those farmers who choose not to be part of an
organization to simply and quickly indicate that and
not be forced and coerced in any particular manner.
| believe that the success of this is that the organization
that purports to speak on behalf of agricultural
producers in this province has to have their cooperation
and their support and it will never be a strong voice
if that is not an earned result or an earned reputation.

So my support and my comments to this Bill without
talking about many of the various parts of the Bill are
related to the fact that | recognize, and | realize that
there are significant numbers of farmers out there who
would not want to be part of one particular lobby group.
They may for religious reasons, they may for business
reasons, and they may for reasons of principle or
differences in policy, not want to be part of an
organization such as this.

At the same time our farm organization workers and
organizers are expending far too much of their energy
in annual reorganization of their structure and they need
to have an opportunity to have that done in a
prearranged and virtually preorganized manner so that
their energies can be expanded for the job that they
are expected to do and that is to speak out clearly on
behalf of the agricultural community.

As a Member of Government, as all of us as Members
of Government, | think we should support the principle
that those farmers who work together -(Interjection)-
and who unite—

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. Order.

Mr. Cummings: —to bring forward policies and ideas
to the Government of the Day are not only doing
themselves a service, they are in fact doing a service
to the Government of the Day, no matter what that
Government may be. Because very often it is difficult
for a Government to fully appreciate the diversity of
opinion that there is particularly in the agricultural
sector. There needs to be a forum whereby those people
who wish to actively participate and present various
policy options and directions that they wish to see their
industry move. They need a forum in which to thrash
out the details and then bring forward with a united
voice their concerns to the Government of the Day and
certainly any Government that wants to actively consider
the concerns of what is, | feel, the most important
industry in this province.

They need an organization of this nature to be able
to have a response from the community itself and have
an opportunity to test various legislation and directions
that Government may want to move in in relationship
to agriculture.

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | hold this Bill very, very
dearly in terms of my personal commitment. | could
speak at great length in support of this Bill but | simply
wanted to take a couple of minutes to put on the public
record that | believe this is a positive step. It is not a
step that is intended to denigrate those organizations
who are not part of a potential single largest
organization. They certainly still will be able to operate
and | would anticipate that any organization that would
acquire the ability to have this ability to represeni the
farmers in this province would also be of broad enough
base that even those who object to some policy
directions will still see this as a forum where they can
come in and be heard and use it as an attempt to
direct the representations that would come forward to
various levels of Government and other discussions
across this great country of ours.

So to that end, | would recommend this Biil to all
Members.
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in that part of the province. Since that time there has
been much greater growth in the quality of the livestock
in Manitoba. | know most of the farmers in that area,
their herds have grown and they now have moved to
getting their own breeding stocks for it and most of
them in that area have gone into the Hereford variety.

| guess a few years ago there were many people who
were going into the exotic breeds and | guess the people
at the markets were looking for some of the markings
from Simmental and Charolais cattle and they were
bringing much higher prices at that time. So | guess
you could not blame the people for moving into that
type of breeding because it was certainly having positive
results when they brought them to the auction marts.
People.were looking at those colourings and features
of those cattle which would show they would finish off
much better than others. So | guess one of the other
breeds that was quite popular in some part of the
province is the Black Angus. They were quite popular,
and | guess one of the main reasons that people went
into the Black Angus is because of the fact that calves
are much smaller when they are born, so therefore
there were -(Interjection)- There are Black Anguses and
there are John Anguses and there are Red Anguses—
but it appears the Black Anguses were the most popular
of all the Anguses.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. | can understand
that all Honourable Members on all sides of the House
would be interested in participating in the debate on
this Bill, but the Honourable Member for The Pas does
have the floor.

Mr. Harapiak: | know there was some concern about
the lack of research dollars that are going into the
whole area of Agriculture and | think this is one of the
areas that there needs to be some additional research
dollars put in. So now with the large number of members
of the farming .community sitting around the Cabinet
table | am sure there will be a lot of dollars flowing
forth for the whole area of research, but | think we
have known all along that the agricultural economy is
the backbone of this province and it is a very big
generator. | think if you look at any of the economies
in the province that Agriculture is probably one of the
biggest generators there is if they take into
consideration all of the transportation industry, the
manufacturing industry, the petroleum industry, and
fertilizer—I think there are a lot of dollars generated
out of this whole industry so research is needed and
| think there is some added support required from the
federal level, so we can get on and bring the research
up to"the level that is required in this whole field.

When we talked previously about Bill No. 28, and
the people talked very positively about the whole area
of representation by the agricultural community, | think
it is great they would look to have representation from
the farm organizations. | know it is important they have
a strong voice because, as was raised previously by
a previous speaker, there is a need for a strong voice.
Unfortunately, it is difficult to organize farmers because
it appears they are, because of the type of occupation
it is, very strong individualists. When things are going
quite well they do not see the need for organizing. |
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think the whole agricultural industry has moved to the
point where we are being squeezed by subsidies, which
the American farmers are getting, but they do not
recognize them as subsidies.

Although the general public feels the farmers in
Canada are subsidized to too great a degree, if we
compare it to some of the subsidies received by the
farmers in, not only the United States but in Europe,
we will find the Canadian farmers are nowhere near
as heavily subsidized as some of the other communities
are. It still does not take away from the point that we
want to have a strong voice. | have always advocated
a strong voice for the farming community, but | do not
think we should be imposing and picking from the
Legislature here, picking who would be representing
the farming community. We live in a democracy and
they just exercised the other day, how strong a
democracy we have in Canada, when there were many
discussions on the whole free trade debate. After all
was said and done the voice of the people was heard.

There were many discussions on the pros and cons
of the whole Free Trade Agreement. | think the
agricultural industry will be hurt because of the Free
Trade Agreement. If you look into the area of poultry
and egg production, it is quite clear that the net debt
area, they can produce the eggs at a much cheaper
rate in the United States than they can in Canada. We
will find the people who are involved in egg production
in Manitoba are going to be hurt to a great degree
once those borders are opened up. So there are pros
and cons to every side of this whole free trade. | think
there is probably going to be some benefit to the beef
industry, because there has been a growing market
over the last several years of cattle flowing from
Manitoba to the United States. | think there probably
will be a further growth in that industry in that whole
area, but | guess time will tell.

As | was saying earlier debate has been held. We
placed our opinions on public record, and worked
against the free trade going through. As | mentioned
earlier, the election was held at the federal level, the
majority of the people who voted, voted for the
Progressive Conservatives, so we are going to have to
accept as a fact they voted for free trade to go through.
| guess people will have an opportunity to judge that
after four years to see if it was a right decision or not.
| am sure for the first four years, both the federal
Government of Canada and the United States, will work
at bringing out the positive points of the free trade,
and it will take many years before we see some of the
negatives come through.

Although there were some people who are trying to
tie the closing of the Gillette plants in both Quebec
and Ontario to free trade, | guess from what | have
heard on that issue there are the people who have
looked at the information that is available. They say it
was started way back in early ‘86 when the whole
transfer was being started, so it is something that | do
not think that they can be blaming the closing of those
two factories on the free trade. | do not think there
has been time for it to take effect yet so anyone who
tries to blame that on the free trade, | think is misleading
the public.
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because he is one of the people who was at the
conference yesterday where the Premier spoke very
glowingly about his whole concept of sustainable
development. | spoke to several people after the supper
and they were very disappointed in the lack of detail
that-the First Minister had at'the supper meeting.

Getting back to the supper last night, there was a
great deal made about the organization not. being a
Tory organiation. He says we can tell you that the media
is trying to paint us into a corner in saying that we are
a Tory organization but we are not, even though the
Premier got. up and made. some comments that | do
not think were fitting for a meeting of that sort. Then
he said the president of the organization gets up and
says, gee it is great to hear a non-partisan speech. If
that is a non-partisan speech, | would not want him to
be getting partisan. The Minister of Northern Affairs
(Mr. Downey) wants me to keep digging.

| really support | want you to know that everyone
on this side supports the whole concept of sustainable
development. | think sustainable development goes
along with this Bill 29. If sustainable development is
practiced in the rural part of the province then | think
all the cattle producers in this province will benefit. |
think one of the areas that they are hurting at this time
is because of the fact that some of our water resources
are getting-down to the level where they are. | think
it is because of some of the practices that have been
carried out.

| think that we have to look at repriorizing some of
the uses of our water. There has to be water available
for human consumption before there is water used for
irrigation. | am not saying that there should not be
water for irrigation but | think we have to repriorize.
There is an example in the Minister of Agriculture’s
(Mr. Findlay) constituency where there are people who
are thinking that water that is in their areawas for their
use alone. They are not willing to share it with their
neighbours where at this time there is a shortage of
water.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: The Honourable Minister of
Agriculture, on a point of order. .

Mr. Findlay: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | would like to remind
the Member for the Pas-(Mr. Harapiak) that Carberry
is not in my constituency. | am from Virden. That is on
the west side of the province. If he checks his: geography
he will figure that out.

Mr. Deputy Speaker The Honourable Mmlster does
not have a point of order. A dispute over the facts is
not a point of order

Mr. Harapiak: | know that the Minister of Agriculture
(Mr. Findlay) has a deep interest in that subject because
he was invited down to a meeting there and he chose
not to attend that meeting that | am referring to,
because of the controversy surrounding it. | guess |
can understand why he would not attend because his
staff did attend and they gave very good information

as to why that water should be piped to an area that
was not in need of water. | think the whole concept of
sustainable development goes hand in hand with good
water management. | think some of the areas that we
need to discuss when'you are talking about sustainable
development is the Rafferty-Alameda dam.-
(Interjection)- We do not politicize subjects in this House.
We handle it the way we ‘did last night at the mumcrpal
supper where you are completely— :

An Honourable Member A standmg ovation was it,
Harry?"

Mr. Harapiak: If that is-a standing ovation, it was very
slow in building. It took several minutes. | think it had
to be encouraged from many quarters because: it was
very slow in building. It looked like it was going to die
and then | think finally enough Ministers stood up and
| guess other people ‘around caught on that we have
got to stand. We have got to stand up, this is the Premier
of our province who is speaklng so we had better give
him an organization, especially a Tory organization like
we are a part of here. They finally did catch on and
they stood up.

An Honourable Member: All of the MLAs did not do
that. The Member for Wolseley, he did not stand up.

Mr. Harapiak: He said some of the Liberal Members
did not stand up. | guess maybe they felt that there
was not enough substance to the speech so it was not
worth standing up for. | wondered if that speech was
worth standing up for but I guess . )

An Honourable Member: Did you stand up, Harry"
Mr. Harapiak: Well, | am a polite person so | did not
want to embarrass some of the people around me so
| thought | had better stand up. Mr. Deputy Speaker,
| believe that this Bill .should not be coming forward.
| think that this organization could fall under Bill 28 if
and when—the Minister .of Northern Affairs (Mr.
Downey) does not realize | am not the Premier of the
province. If | felt.that | could give a speech where |
could get a standing ovation, | .would run for the
leadership -of the Party, but as you understand | did
not run for the leadership of any Party so. there are
differences for people speaking. | am sure the Minister
of Northern Affairs (Mr. Downey) has been ‘around long
enough to understand that.

An Honourable Member:-. | think | know why, Harry.

Mr. Harapiak: | know why too, and at least | recognize
that but you do not.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. When next this
matter is before the House the Honourable Member
for the Pas (Mr. Harapiak) will have five minutes
remaining. :

The time being 12:30 p.m., this House is now
adjourned and stands adjourned until 1:30 p.m. on
Monday.
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