





























Tuesday, November 8, 1988

PACE is in a bit of a mess, that there are budgetary
allocations that may not express the actual expenditure
in one particular area, that if one part of the organization
runs out of money that they just lift it from the other
part. | am wondering if the Minister has also had
concerns expressed to him with regard to the budgeting
and the funding of PACE.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, no, | have not received
any calls in the last six months with regard to individuals
being concerned about budgetary items within PACE,
and certainly | am not aware of any such calls to date.

Mrs. Yeo: Has the Minister had any concerns expressed
to him about borrowing FY money between departments
and then billing the departments back? Has any of this
come to his attention?

Mr. Derkach: No, Mr. Chairman.

Mrs. Yeo: Has the Minister heard anything about
ACCESS Programs, that there might be a cost overrun
from one department to another?

Mr. Derkach: No, Mr. Chairman, no such comments
or phone calls have been brought to my attention.

Mrs. Yeo: What kind of accountability is there from
PACE to the Minister's department? What kind of
communication is there between PACE and the
Minister’s department?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, there are several ways of
making sure that the branch is accountable to the
department and to myself as Minister. First of all, we
have the internal audit process which goes on. | have
an Assistant Deputy Minister who is responsible for
PACE. We also have the Provincial Auditor who does
a thorough examination, and | think there has been a
fairly respectable level of accountability to myself, as
Minister, in terms of reporting as to what is going on.

Recently we have had an internal audit of the ACCESS
Programs, Mr. Chairman, and | have not had any of
the concerns that have been raised in the last question
brought to my attention.

Mrs. Yeo: Can the Minister tell me what academic
credentials the ADM of this department has?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, the Assistant Deputy
Minister of PACE has a Bachelor of Arts from McGill
University and is currently working on her Masters
Degree from the University of Manitoba.

Mrs. Yeo: Is interdepartmental exchanging of funding
allowed? Is that something that is sort of an acceptable
procedure?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, | really do not know what
the Member means when she says ‘‘interdepartmental.”

Mrs. Yeo: Can the money be taken out of one budgeted
allowance and put into another within a department?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, there are transfers
between such departments as Community Services and

Education or Northern Affairs and Education in an
appropriate manner but also there are, if youare talking
about within branches of the department, there are
transfers, allowable transfers, within branches of the
department.

Mrs. Yeo: Can the Minister tell me whether the Canada
Manpower-type of funding still exists at Red River
Community College?

Mr. Derkach: Yes, it does, Mr. Chairman.
* (1450)

Mrs. Yeo: If there are so many spaces taken up by
Canada Manpower and some are left, can they be filled
in with other applicants? Is this allowed?

Mr. Derkach: Yes, Mr. Chairman, that is normal
practice.

Mrs. Yeo: | have had some concerns raised to me
about one program in particular, the
Telecommunications Program, where | understand there
are only 16 students in a class. | am not sure whether
that is the number that is currently enrolled, but it is
my understanding that is the number that is usually
permitted and that these seats are basically already
filed or already spoken for because of either Jobs
Strategy or Canada Manpower. Is this true?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, there are 16 students
enrolled in the program. Eight are federal-sponsored
students and eight are provincial-entry students.

Mrs. Yeo: | have also had concerns raised by people
who have been trying to apply for other programs,
people within our own province who say that they apply
and apply and are turned down because the seats are
already filled. Is there some appeal mechanism? Is there
some way that a student who really does wish to enter
a particular program and continues to be turned down
can appeal this process if they are, in fact, qualified
or meet the qualifications?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, there are waiting lists in
many of the programs that are offered at Red River
and | think that the list that was distributed would show
the wait lists that are present right now. In addition, it
is the responsibility of the institution to train numbers
of people that there is a market for in the job market,
and certainly there is a matching that is attempted in
terms of the programs that are offered. So, yes, there
are wait lists and certainly the entry is on a first-come
first-serve basis. Certainly | have, myself, received
several requests from students for reconsideration that
have been passed along to Red River or to PACE.

Mr. Storie: On a point of indulgence, Mr. Chairperson.
Mr. Chairman: We do not recognize points of
indulgence, but we will recognize the Member for Flin
Flon.

Mr. Storie: Thank you. As long as you recognize me,
that is more important.

2909



Tuesday, November 8, 1988

The Minister handed out a sheet that outlined the
current waiting status for a number of courses and
along the top there are a number of acronyms. | am
wondering, just so | could do some research while my
colleague is asking questions, if | could have what those
mean. What does preg mean?

Mr. Derkach: - Preregistered.
M. Storie: Oh, preregistered, that makes more sense.

Mr. Derkach: Okay, waiting list: PROC, in process;
INCA, incomplete; REJP. rejected failure to pay fee;
REJW, withdrawn; REJ, all other.

Mr. Storie: Those do not make sense.

- Mr. John: Angus (St. Norbert): So, taking” the very
first page, you have Business Accountancy, the code,
the date, then you have a waiting list of 30 people in
that program. Is there anything on here that shows the
capacity of the program, the total number of seats
available in that program are? Is there an indication
there on this sheet?

Mr. Derkach: 68, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Angus: How do | know that from looking at this?
Mr. Derkach: Where it says “Quota.”

lk Anj'us: | see, okay, thank you.

Mr. Storie: One other question, the REJP is rejected,
have not paid their fee. Does that mean that there is
a fee up front? If these individuals had paid the up-
front fee, would they be on the waiting list?

Mr. Derkach: There are some programs that have a
pre-registration fee in order that the seats be retained
for that individual.

Mr. Storie: One final question, how large is that fee?
Mr. Derkach: - Fees are a standard $50.00.

Mr. Storie: The pre-registration fee is $50.00.

Mr. Chairman: On item (c)1), shall the item pass?

Mrs. Yeo: | think we were listening to the Minister say
that the market directs where some of these seats go
and | gather, for instance, if there are 16 seats in
telecommunications, the idea is that there probably are
only 16 jobs out there for new telecommunications-
prepared individuals. No?

Then | would ask for clarification as to how the
decision is made as to how many seats are allocated
for a particular program.

Mr. Derkach: There are several ways of determining,
Mr. Chairman, what the market demand is. One of them
is through the advisory boards for each of these

programs which meet regularly and givé the direction
as to the kind of market demand that is out there.

Also, through Canada Employment, we gain sort of
the overview of what the demand might be for
individuals in a particular program. But besides that
aspect, there are also considerations of classroom size,
the number of students you can put into a classroom,
the equipment that is available to teach that particular
course, ifitwerein the field of cosmetology, for example,
the number of seats that you have in the particular
classroom; if it is welding, the number of welders,
whatever. So all of those are taken into consideration
when the courses are structured and also determine
the number of people who you can have in a program
and will also reflect the number waiting, | guess, who
want to take that program.

Mrs. Yeo: The number of students waiting and needed
to fulfill the requirements to become child care workers,
| understand, is incredible. What efforts are being made
to increase the number of seats available at our various
community colleges—and we are talking specifically |
guess right now about Red River—for the training of
child care workers?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, yes, we recognize the fact
that there is a waiting list in the Child Care Training
Program, certainly not more unusual than it is in some
of the other programs but nevertheless there is a wait
list. We are looking at ways in which we could possibly
provide in the future more training spaces.

We also have another bit of a problem in the rural
areas and that is that by expanding spaces, for example,
in some of our other areas, we do not have enough
areas to put these people into to get their practicums.

* (1500)

Mrs. Yeo: | understand that the rural areas, there is
some difficulty. However, right now we are talking about
Red River Community College which is an urban centre
with many, many child care facilities in and around.

| also understand that there is a wait list of students
who want to enter the program but also, even more
important | think, is the fact that the day care facilities
themselves are very anxious to have properly trained
diploma child care workers to fill the spots that are
available. There is a great need in the community for
an increased number of prepared child care workers.
| was rather surprised that in. September there were
not more seats available for training these people.
Certainly | hope that this is something that will be in
place by at least September of 1989 because then it
will be, | think, June of 1991 before these people are
prepared to go out into the field.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, it is true that there is a
waiting list and certainly there is a demand out there
for trained child care workers. We are not going to
deny that. But there are wait lists in many of the other
programs and certainly we would like to accommodate
more students. However, we cannot do it for this year.

We are at the present time actively pursuing ways
in which we can offer more training spaces. However,
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do with complaints that | have received about poor
organization and administrative procedures there?

* (1520)

Mr. Derkach: | do not believe so, Mr. Chairman, but
| really cannot answer that question. | think that is a
question that only the Member for Sturgeon Creek (Mrs.
Yeo) could answer to herself.

Mrs. Yeo: It has been some years since | have been
in the library at Red River Community College. Having
taught there a few years ago, | have only been back,
| think, once or twice since then. | am new at this game
and can only go by the complaints that are brought
to my attention, and | was just bringing them to the
attention of the Minister.

Mr. Derkach: Thank you very much.

Mrs. Yeo: Is there any thrust on the part of this
particular governing Minister to promote perhaps a
greater autonomy of the board of Red River Community
College?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, that has certainly been
something that has been talked about since | became
Minister of Education, and it is certainly an interesting
concept. | am not opposed to looking at that kind of
a concept and will be examining it as we move along
through the next few months.

Mrs. Yeo: There is a Northern Nursing Program, |
believe, that is provided through Red River Community
College to help the critical shortage of trained nurses
in northern Manitoba. Can the Minister tell me if this
program is still in the plan, still is going to continue?

Mr. Derkach: Yes, Mr. Chairman, this program is
ongoing. It is the ACCESS Program that is delivered
through Red River Community College at Thompson.

Mrs. Yeo: Can the Minister tell me if there is any
intention to expand the services of Red River
Community College into other regions of the province,
the ACCESS Programs into other areas? | might add
I am thinking more specifically, | guess, about Eastman.

Mr. Derkach: Yes, Mr. Chairman. That list | think has
been tabled with the information that was given today
in terms of the programs that are available in, for
example, the Eastman Region. Certainly there are
always demands from various regions to expand
programs in those centres, particularly through the
Canadian Jobs Strategy. Certainly those are examined
as they come in and then certainly if those can be
provided, they will be.

Mrs. Yeo: s there difficulty, Mr. Chairperson, in finding
quality teachers, good teachers for these ACCESS
Programs?

Mr. Derkach: No, Mr. Chairman. There has been no
unusual difficulty in trying to fill the positions that are
available.

Mrs. Yeo: | was just going to thank the Member for
Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) for giving me such latitude. | am
done right at the moment.

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass?

Mr. Storie: A couple of questions, | guess, the Minister
tabled a list of off-campus courses that are being
offered. | guess | would like to know whether we could
have, beside those, the number of students who are
taking those courses. It is not urgent. It is not something
| need tomorrow, just it would be nice to be able to
attach them to the courses that are being offered.

The other question that | was going to ask is, are
these courses in the main given by people from these
communities or are we having people travelling from
the community colleges?

Mr. Derkach: We will provide the numbers for the
Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie)—not today, we will
have to do it tomorrow. | might add that in as many
cases as we can, we try to get instructors from the
local communities. If that is not possible, however, we
have to go outside the community to get any instructors.
So if you were to take a look at the general aspect of
it, | guess it is kind of a mix.

Mr. Storie: The other thing that strikes me is that we
have a lot of—the number of communities that are
actually touched by one of our community colleges is
quite striking. | think it is a tribute to the people who
have pushed the concept of off-campus education and
the right of people to have access locally to education
opportunities.

| guess the question | would ask though is, where
does the impetus for a particular course come? It seems
to me that some of these make a lot of sense. You
have agriculture courses in Pilot Mound, Ste. Rose and
Swan River, but it seems to me that, given the concern
of all of us over literacy and the need for adult basic
education, some of these communities, if not all of
them, would be targets for some form of adult basic
education effort, some upgrading effort. Maybe the
answer is that there is no initiative on the part of the
community to establish such a course.

| wondered whether the community colleges,
particularly Red River in this instance, are making any
effort or are prepared to make an effort to see those
kinds of courses established, because it seems to me
that they are not an expensive kind of course to deliver.
We certainly should be able to find the personnel to
deliver them, and there is an actual, certainly a
perceived need for delivering those kinds of courses.

Mr. Derkach: We do not go out and try to initiate a
specific course in a community for the sake of having
a course in a community. The need comes from within
the community. | guess it is based on the community
itself and the kinds of things that the community sees
that are important to it, together with the needs as are
brought forth through the Canadian Jobs Strategy in
some communities. So it is kind of a mix, | guess, if
you take a look at the overall aspect. The community
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may identify a need within it, whether that be literacy
or adult basic education or whatever the program might
be, and we follow through from there.

Mr. Storie: It is just, | guess, interesting that there are
really relatively few adult basic education courses, even
though there are a lot of communities and if it is the
kind of problem where 25 percent of our population—
I am not sure | believe that figure, but that is a figure
~ that has been bandied about as accurate—then
obviously it should be a need and it may be a question
of whether the community colleges are talking to the
right people in the community.

Certainly, if you go to Pool Elevators and say, what
kind of a course do you need around here, they are
going to say we need Ag 1. But perhaps if you went
to the Friendship Centre or some other local community
group, you might get a different response. Just leave
on the record that | am certain that itis an area where
there is a need. Maybe it is a question of finding
individuals to support it and promote it. It seems to
be something we should be doing.

Moving to another area, the information—
Mr. Chairman: The Honourable Minister.

Mr. Sterie:
he .can.

if the Minister wants to respond to that,

Mr. Derkach: Yes, | would just like to respond to that
in saying that | think the Member for Flin Flon (Mr.
Storie) is right in that people who have learning
difficulties or low levels of literacy or would fall into
the category of illiteracy probably would not come
forward in most instances. | guess this gives justification
for the Task Force on llliteracy, because it is a task
force that is going to go out there and interview the
kinds of individuals who may need literacy programs.
Then, by the task force coming back to us, we will
better be able to develop programs for those very
communities that the Member for Flin Flon has pointed
to.

Mr. Storie: The next area of concern, | guess, is when
| went through this list—unfortunately, this list was not
set up so that it would be easy to do any kind of quick
calculation manually but it appears as though, if you
take out the number of students who are rejected from
the system, anywhere between 60 percent and 70
percent of the students who indicate an-interest for a
specific course do not get that course.

In some cases, if you just work from the numbers
that have applied and the numbers that were accepted
ultimately, certainly five or six to one are rejected. |
wonder whether that is a satisfactory state in the
Minister’s view. It appears to me that the waiting lists
are getting longer. We have a situation where in 1988-
89 at Red River alone there are 126 spaces that are
being eliminated. There are 6.5 staff years being
eliminated. Yet we see what | perceive to be increasing
student waiting lists, increasing time delays before
people can get the courses that they want. | want to
know what the Minister has planned to deal with this
problem.

* (1530)

Mr. Derkach: | guess there are many reasons why all
students who apply for a particular course do not get
accepted. | think we could probably list a whole host
of reasons, whether it is not the right qualifications,
perhaps a student not understanding what prerequisites
are necessary for the program but simply thinking that
this would be a good program for me to apply for. It
may be that, for example, as has been identified on
the sheet here, that some do not pay the fee that is
required. | guess we could go on and on and state
many reasons why every student who applies for a
program is not accepted. Certainly, the waiting lists are
there. They are not something that has just occurred
overnight. | am sure that the Member, when he was
Minister of Education, had those kinds of waiting lists
as well.

We understand that there is a greater demand today
for this kind of training and we have to address it. |
think there are various ways in which we can address
some of the needs. They do not all have to be through
students coming directly to the community colleges
and | think some good work has been done in that
regard, in that we have established such things as the
Parkland Campus, for example. We have established
the regional offices or centres where students.can get
training outside of the community college itself. | think
Distance Education is an important way of delivering
programs that do not necessarily have to be delivered
right within the college.

So yes, we do have plans to address the problem
in terms of trying to be more flexible and trying to
deliver more programs into the communities so that
students do ‘not-necessarily have to travel into the
centres to take their programming.

Mr. Storie: The Minister kind of avoided the question
of whether in fact the -waiting lists are increasing. It
would be interesting perhaps to do some sort of
historical perspective on what has happened to the
waiting lists, certainly since 1985 when CEIC announced
its policy of reducing purchases by 40 percent. Certainly,
there have been other constraints on the community
colleges, but | am wondering where the impact is being
felt the most.

Thatleads me to some questions about other services
at the community college. There is a Native Students’
Resource Centre, and a Resource Centre for the
Handicapped. | am wondering whether there has been
any change in staffing, any change in services offered
through those two offices.

Mr. Derkach: In a previous question by the Member
for Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo), | had indicated yes, that
we have hired an individual to provide services for the
women’s programs. We have also hired additional staff
to accommodate student services, so there is an
attempt to provide better and more timely services to
students who have those needs..

Mr. Storie: More specifically, how many counsellors
are there to provide services to the Native Students’
Resource Centre?
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Mr. Derkach: We have two Native counsellors who are
available to provide that service for Native students.

Mr. Storie: What has been happening to the Native
population in terms of—

Mr. Derkach: Red River?
Mr. Storie: Community College.

Mr. Derkach: The Native student population at Red
River has been increasing, and it is up to about 600
students at the present time.

Mr. Storie: It might be argued that as the student
population increases we should be seeing a
corresponding increase in the supportservices that are
available if they are to succeed in the community
colleges.

Mr. Derkach: | guess that argument can be made at
any time. | guess | could just say that Red River
Community College has also another counsellor from
another community college so we are up to three now.

Mr. Storie: The Minister mentioned that they have
someone in the women’s programming office, a
coordinator personnel. | am wondering what specific
courses that person, what specific services, if not
courses, is that person responsible for. A sort of
question in the same vein, what has been the experience
over the last year and what does Red River expect to
have for courses, the pretrades training for women,
the pretechnology for women, the women'’s oriented
courses. What is the expectation for those courses in
terms of numbers that are going to be accepted versus
the numbers that were accepted over the last few years?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, the Director of Women’s
Programs is—I guess the role of that particular
individual is to attempt to get more women students
into non-traditional courses. Also, one of the other
aspects of that role or that position is to work with the
federal Government to seek ways in which we can
attract more women students into those kinds of non-
traditional programs that are available at the community
college.

Mr. Storie: |appreciate that would be her goal. | guess
my question was, what has been the result? Are there
in fact more pretrades training programs? Are there
in fact more women taking training in the pretrades
programs or more succeeding? Are there in fact more
courses?

Mr. Derkach: Yes, Mr. Chairman, there has been an
increase in the number of students who are taking
apprenticeship programs and non-traditional type
programs for women. Certainly, the numbers are still
small but progress has been made and, hopefully, in
the next while, in the next year or so, we will see a
significant increase by—and it will be sort of as a result
of a women’s coordinator who can help to attract
women into those particular programs.

Mr. Storie: Another short question, is Red River
Community College involved in any way in an office in
the Inner City of Winnipeg?

Mr. Derkach: | guess there are two things that are
happening. First of all, there are programs that are
being delivered to the central core area of the city.
There is not necessarily an office to do that. The
programs that are being developed are being delivered.

Secondly, in the CIIT Building, there is an office there
and it is mainly concerned with the English as a Second
Language programming.

Mr. Storie: Two other short questions, No. 1, is Red
River Community College developing or have they
developed completely computer-managed learning
modules? | know there was some work in that direction.

Mr. Derkach: Some of that has happened, Mr.
Chairman, at the community college. There has also
been some funding received from the federal
Government to develop modularized programs at the
college.

* (1540)

Mr. Storie: But at this point, you cannot say that the
community college has some stand-alone computer-
managed courses that individuals—

Mr. Derkach: There are two areas that have been
developed: one is the food services courses; and the
other one is the related courses area has been
modularized.

Mr. Storie: Now the next question is, is there the
prospect that these courses would be made available
on floppy disk or disk drive that could be sent to Tadoule
Lake, wherever, rural or northern Manitoba, to be
used—

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, | guess this is all linked
in with the Distance Education model and therefore
the technology at Distance Education is being set up
so that we can deliver that kind of programming through
that method.

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass?

Mr. Storie: One more question before | leave this, could
the Minister indicate whether any of the things that
Ray Newman said about Gary Polonsky at his going-
away are true?

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass?

Mrs. Yeo: | was waiting for the Minister’s response to
that question. While the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie)
was asking his questions, | was quickly looking through
some of these sheets that we received. Under Nuclear
Medicine on the sheet with the heading, Community
College Course Reductions, it has 10 students. | assume
that means that the course has been reduced by 10
students and that the 12 students in this other package
are currently registered which means they usually accept
22 students, and they have decreased it by 10. Is that
how | would read that?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, the Nuclear Medicine
Program, the first year of the program has been
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discontinued because there was no apparent demand
in the province for those kinds- of skills or for those
kinds of individuals with that kind of training. For the
demand that is out there, we are offering the second-
year program here in which we have 10 students
enrolled. We are also beginning a process of discussing
an interprovincial agreement with other provinces where
we perhaps could purchase spaces to have the first-
year program delivered in other jurisdictions, because
that way it would be far more effective and efficient
for us to have that first-year program delivered.

Mrs. Yeo: This second-year program is really just the
second year of a two-year program that began last
year. Once this year is complete, it is my understanding
that there will no longer be any training for nuclear
medicine technologists in Manitoba?

Mr. Derkach: That is-correct, Mr. Chairman, and that

"is why we are embarking on the interprovincial
agreement so that those students who do want to take
that program can still have an opportunity to get it.

Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass? 5.(c1)—pass.
item 5.(c)2) Other Expenditures, $6,571,600.00.

Mr. Storie: Just one other question and this may not
be thé right place to ask but seeing that there are staff
from Red River here, there is another .item in the
Estimates, item 5.(p), the Market Driven Training, and
there is $2 million set aside to look after that.-
~(Interjection)- That is later. | know, but obviously that
.relates to or does it not relate to activities at Red River
Community College, the community colleges?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, | think we can address
that at a later time when we get to that section. That
is the section that actually affects all three community
colleges rather than the one. We will have staff here.

Mr. Storie: Because it does deal with Red River
Community College, perhaps we could deal with the
questions here or we can spread them out because
each of the colleges may have their say. My question
was, is this an allocation identified in the Estimates
simply to give the colleges flexibility so they do not
require Treasury Board approval for each individual
course that comes forward, so that individually they
do not have to be authoriZzed ‘‘Supplementary Supply
be granted’’? Is that what the intent of this is?

Mr. Derkach: That money is set aside to allow the
community colleges some flexibility in terms of getting
the Market Driven Training Programs on stream without
having to go through the cumbersome bureaucracy of
getting approval for each and every penny that is spent.

Mr.Storie: So that is a method to appease the Auditor
and Treasury Board and to prevent all kinds of work
being done by staff for preparation of individual
applications?

Mr. Derkach: It is more of a practical approach to
providing the kinds of programming in terms of Market

Driven Training in a more responsive manner. Certainly,
it is hoped that this will also be acceptable to. the
Provincial Auditor and that we are doing things
aboveboard.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Chairperson, | am not quarrelling with
its appearance in the Estimates. If it does anything to
facilitate the need for the college to be flexible in terms
of providing courses when courses are requested or
appropriate, it is a good thing. | guess the question
would be, are there specific Market Driven courses?
Are there courses out there that are going to be offered
to individual private corporations, community groups,
whatever, that we know now will be tapping into this
$2 million from Red River? If there are, could we have
a list of those courses?

Mr. Derkach: Yes, Mr. Chairman, there are those kinds
of programs and we can provide that information and
will provide that information.

Mr. Storie: To what extent has that $2 million allocation
already been assigned?

Mr. Derkach: | can say that most of the allocation has
been used at this time.
Mr. Storie: So it is likely that we will see somewhere
a Cabinet paper authorizing additional spending for
Market Driven Training then from the Minister of
Education? Is that fair?

Mr. Derkach: | guess that is speculation, Mr. Chairman.

| would like to indicate in the response that all of
these funds that have been set aside, although they
will be used, are cost recoverable.

Mr. Storie: Yes, | recognize that.
Mr. Chairman: Shall the item pass?

Mr. Angus: Mr. Chairperson, through you to the Minister
in relation to the Market Driven Programs that have
been indicated, earlier you had mentioned programs
that referred to a Jobs Fund. We are talking, at the
current time, in relation to federal contributions and
funding towards education.

It has occurred to me that there are programs that
are being funded through monies that are going to the
private sector that are duplications of those that are
being offered at Red River Community College. | am
thinking of computer-aided courses, things of that
nature, skills, retraining programs that are offered by
the federal Government. Does the Minister have any
plans or any desire to coordinate and bring together
under his department these programs to eliminate the
redundancy and to eliminate the competitiveness, |
guess, between programs? It seems to me federal
money that is going to the private sector to duplicate
programs that are being offered at Red River
Community College, as an example, where we have
already invested the capital and the training and have
employed people to offer these programs is a misuse
of taxpayers’ money. | was hoping the Minister might
be able to comment on that.
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* (1550)

Mr. Derkach: There is no such thing as Jobs Fund. |
just wanted to correct the Member that there is not
that.

Through the Canadians Jobs Strategy though, the
only place that we might find any duplication would be
if spaces were being purchased from a different
institution for a particular program. But within Red River
Community College, there would be no such duplication
of programs offered by the college, for example, for
provincial students or for federal students.

Mr. Angus: Excuse me for bringing up something that
was clearly another program that you have disbanded.
| am not sure of the exact terminology. But it does
seem strange to me, Mr. Minister, that we, as taxpayers,
find ourselves ofttimes funding through federal
programs and/or Core Area Initiative Programs and/
or other available sources, programs that are being
offered in the existing school system, whether it is Red
River Community College or the South Winnipeg
Technicai-Vocational organization or any of those. |
realize that some of those may not be in this particular
section of this set of Estimates, but the question is
nonetheless relevant. It seems to me that when we
have built these institutes with taxpayers’ money and
we have funded the education of instructors or funded
instructors to offer these programs, that it is a
duplication. | was wondering if the Minister had any
plans to bring these programs together and ensure
that we are not duplicating the investment of tax dollars.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Chairman, inasmuch as possible, the
department does monitor what kinds of programs are
being purchased through the CJS, and certainly we
are, | guess, always cognizant of the fact that there
may be duplication. Where that happens, we want to
eliminate it as much as possible. But | guess there are
instances where one can point to a particular program
being offered through CJS in one area, and then another
institution offering that program. But if those courses
are filled, then we know that the demand is there. If
there is a waiting list, then we know that you need
those courses.

| guess | could point to, for example, the Child Care
Training Program. We know that we have a waiting list
there, so simply offering that program in another
institution would not mean that it is necessarily being
duplicated. It is just that it is another way of offering

a program which is required or which there is ademand

for. But inasmuch as possible, our department does
monitor the programs that are offered through the
Canadian Jobs Strategy to ensure that we do not get
unnecessary duplication and unnecessary costs are not
incurred.

Mr. Angus: Is it permissible to ask for the Minister to
table a listing of those programs that have been offered,
whereby the CJS funding has gone to the private sector
with the amounts of money and the number of
participants? | am asking the question, even if you
cannot table it. | do not think it would be privileged
information, and | do not necessarily have to have the

specifics of the information. But it may highlight those
areas where the Minister should consider investing his
limited resources to fulfill needs in the area of that sort
of education.

For instance, if you are finding that you are spending
incredible amounts of money through the Canadian
Jobs Strategy Program for day care programs, it would
indicate to you that perhaps that money could better
come into the community college area whereby you
could expand that program specifically.

Mr. Derkach: | know it is all taxpayer dollars whether
it is federal or provincial but CJS is federal monies that
come to the private sector. We might know what
courses, -we could tell you what courses are being
offered through CJS, but it would be very difficult for
us to identify or to specifically name the amount of
money or quantify the amount of money that is being
spent in each of those programs. | reiterate that
inasmuch as possible the department does monitor all
CJS programs in the province, whether they are offered
here at Red River, Assiniboine or Keewatin or South
Winnipeg Tech or wherever, to ensure that there is not
unnecessary duplication of programs and unnecessary
spending or waste of money.

Mr. Angus: Mr. Chairperson, through you to the
Minister, | appreciate that you are monitoring, and |
guess the question is somewhat baited. If you are
monitoring them, what are you monitoring if you cannot
tell me the extent of the investment? Can you tell me
the numbers of participants? Can you tell me the
different types of programs? | am not suggesting that
the Minister has this information at his fingertips. If he
would like to get a report together for the committee
and make it available, | for one would be interested in
that money.

| think the Minister has indicated his interest and his
desire to coordinate the investment of public funds and
| think that it would be a responsible position for him
to get that list, look at the needs that we already have
within the province and find out if there is any federal
money available to help us put those programs on in
our areas where we can offer them at the technical
schools and the colleges.

(The Acting Chairman, Darren Praznik, in the Chair.)

Mr. Derkach: | guess in a general sense | could say
that we do very well in accessing federal funds for
programming in this province, but there is no way that,
for example, we can get the information from anyone
as to how much money the federal Government is
offering to a particular industry through CJS to train
those students. Our responsibility is to ensure that we
have the programs available when we are required to,
or when the request is made of us. Also, the monitoring
part of it is focussed on the quality of the programs
that are being offered at the college to ensure that
there is no unnecessary duplication, to ensure that we
have appropriate staff in place, the pedagogical content
of the program that is being offered. All of those things
have to be taken into account when one does an
evaluation of a course, no matter what it might be.
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| think it would be very difficult for us as a department
to go to the federal Government and say, we want to
know how much money you are giving to each industry
so that we can better make a decision as to whether
or not we are spending this money wisely. The industry
buys the training from us and we provide the training.
| just could add, Mr. Acting Chairman, if you do not
mind, that they could buy the training from us but they
could also buy it from other sources as well.

Mr. Angus: | appreciate what the Minister has said
and | would hope that he would be able to pick up the
telephone and phone the people at the Canadian Jobs
Strategy and ask them to have lunch so that you can
get your acts together in relation to the training that
is going on. It seems to me an elastic band that is
being stretched both ways, that we have the technical
colleges and the capital investments to provide the
~facilities, we have the people who are qualified to offer
‘thé courses and we are looking to'provide that service;,
and then right across the street through the private
sector the federal Government is putting money in, and
it seems to me that we should be able to get those
two things together.

* (1600)

Mr: Acting Chairperson, the Minister has undertaken
to refove wherever possible the duplication of efforts,
and | applaud that initiative and will leave it with him
to sort of get that together. | do not want to browbeat
this particular issue to death, but the facts are there
are a number of programs that are being offered on
the street today by organizations which are being
funded by federal dollars, which is an absolute
duplication of those programs that are being offered
in the institutes that | have mentioned. .

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairperson, certainly we do
meet with CEIC on a regular basis to discuss the CJS
- programs that are required and so forth. But it would
be very difficult for us, as a department | might say,
to try and force the hand of the federal Government
to say you can only buy training spaces from us at
such and such a college, and | do not know how that
would be received. | do not imagine very well.

it is free enterprise in terms of where they buy their
programming from, whether it is from us or from a
private vocational school. But certainly, | guess | can
tell the Member that | will take that matter under
advisement and certainly try to ensure that we are not
being wasteful in this province in the way that we
duplicate programs, at least at the college level where
we have some jurisdiction.

Mr. Angus: A final word then, Mr. Acting Chairperson,
through you to the Minister, we should either give up
ours or ask them to contribute to ours. So let us either
turn it over to the free enterprise market and let them
handle it and do it, and spend our money, the money
we got and allocate it in a different or better fashion,
or go to the federal Government and say stop funding
those programs because we have already got those
programs in place. | suspect, Mr. Minister, that is the
type of coordination | am proposing that you investigate.

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | hear the Member
loud and clear and what he is trying to say. | would
just like to say that the Canada-Manitoba Agreement
will be renegotiated in the terms of looking at those
kinds of issues. We will do that.

But also | have to indicate that in the Canadian Job
Strategy all of the programs that we offer are cost
recoverable, so | want to make that very clear. If we
offer market driven training program through CJS, all
the money that we put into it is cost recoverable to
us.

Mr. Angus: Let us see if | have got this straight, or
let me ask you to explain that a bit further. What do
you mean, cost recoverable?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairman, | guess maybe the
best way to explain it is to use an example. But if a
company wants to-have us deliver a program for their
employees, they wotld come to us or to the community
college and they would ask for the cost of delivering
a program and. the materials and that sort of thing.
That kind of process would take place in that the
community college would cost the program out and
give them the cost of supplies and so forth. Then the
company that was wanting the training would go to the
federal Government with that proposal. The federal
Government would then, through their arrangement with
that company, supply the money for the training for
that particular program at the community college level.
That would include materials, the teaching, the cost of
the instructor and any other costs that may be
associated with the delivery of that program.

Mr. Angus: That is exactly my point, Mr. Minister,
through you, Mr. Acting Chairperson, that if that money
that is going into our resources to develop our resources
and our program is being funneled off to another area
where we are really splitting the amount of money we
have got and it is probably being ineffectually invested.
If we took the lump of money that we are investing
into those programs and put it in one area, either into
the private sector and let them fulfill those needs or
into the technical schools, we could probably get a
larger return on our investment. Notwithstanding that,
| am satisfied the Minister is going to be looking into
the agreement and giving consideration to those things.
Thank you.

Mr. Derkach: | do not understand the last point that
the Member for St. Norbert (Mr. Angus) made with
regard to funnelling all the money into one particular
area. We are, as a college | think, attempting to get
as much of the Jobs Strategy training programs as we
can. We have a facility there that can provide the
training. Certainly the federal Government is aware of
it. But in that, we have to make sure that we do not
give all of our training over to Canadian Jobs Strategy
so that we have provincial entry students who do not
qualify for Canadian Jobs Strategy who can also take
part in those programs that are being offered. So there
are some spaces left for provincial entry students in
all these programs.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): Shall the item
pass?
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Mr. Kevin Lamoureux (Inkster): For the Minister, |
was wondering if he might be able to help clarify
something for myself. Over the past several years, the
Red River College and student body has been expecting
their library to be expanded. | was wanting to know if
he might be able to inform me when the idea of the
expansion was first brought to the Red River College
and the current status of the expansion?

Mr. Derkach: | guess the Member was not here when
we addressed this issue, but we have already answered
that in a previous question. | had indicated for the
Member’s edification that we have allocated some funds
to complete the final stage of drawings and that will
be completed by this fiscal year end.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): Shall the item
pass?

Mr. Lamoureux: My apologies for not being here when
you first raised it. The question is, when was it actually
first brought up, the expansion?

Mr. Derkach: | think the announcement, or the intention
was announced back in 1984, certainly long before |
was even in provincial politics. | think the year was
1984. When | took over the office of Minister of
Education, there were some plans done for the LRC
but they were not complete. We have allocated some
$175,000 for the completion of those plans by the end
of the fiscal year.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): Shall the item
pass? (Agreed)

We now move onto Item No. 5.(c)(3) Less:
Recoverable from Other Appropriations $413,000.00.
Shall the item pass?

Mrs. Yeo: | would just like an explanation of this
particular term if the Minister could just tell me what
is meant by this.

Mr. Derkach: This is money that is recoverable from
Community Services for training that is provided for
such groups as disabled people.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): Shall the item
pass? 5.(c2)—pass.

We now move on to item 5.(d) Assiniboine Community
College: (1) Salaries, $7,123,300.00. Shall the item
pass?

Mrs. Yeo: Mr. Acting Chairperson, | notice that under
Professional/Technical, the number of staff years is
down by two but the dollar figure is up fairly significantly.
Could the Minister explain this discrepancy?

* (1610)

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairperson, there were two
positions that were eliminated, one being an
instrumentation mechanic and the other one an
autobody repair instructor, both instructors. The reason
they were eliminated was that there was no demand

in the marketplace and certainly, in the other case of
the autobody repair instructor, that is done through
the Canadian Jobs Strategy. So there is no need for
the duplication.

With regard to the increase in cost, that is as a result
of course of the normal increases of the general salary
increases and the merit increases.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): 5.(d)(1)—pass.

We now move on to item 5.(d)2), Other Expenditures,
$1,560,200.00. Shall the item pass?

Mrs. Yeo: | have a question there about the decrease
in Supplies and Services. | am wondering how that was
achieved and if the teachers at the community college
are going to have to forfeit some of the supplies that
they use.

Mr. Derkach: The advice | was given was that they
are bringing their own. Strike that from the record. Mr.
Acting Chairperson, as | mentioned before with the
elimination of the two programs, there are also
decreased costs in terms of Supplies and Services.
That is kind of related in terms of supplies that are
not required when you have fit programs.

Mrs. Yeo: Is there any problem with this elimination
of the two programs or was there just not felt that
there was a need to have the programs?

Mr. Derkach: No, Mr. Acting Chairperson, there is no
problem with the elimination of these programs because
there was no demand in the marketplace.

Mrs. Yeo: Can the Minister tell me if the fire college
is included in the programs that are offered at
Assiniboine Community College? Is this connected with
KCC?

Mr. Derkach: No, Mr. Acting Chairperson, that is under
the Department of Labour.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): Shall the item
pass?

Mrs. Yeo: One other question—well, maybe one, maybe
more than one depending on the answer. When we
discussed the insufficient numbers of child-care seats
at Red River Community College, the Minister in his
response did say that there was difficulty in the rural
area because of the lack of clinical, if you wil, or
practical spaces for the child-care workers who want
to take the course. | think he was referring then to
Assiniboine Community College. | am wondering what
is being done to address this shortfall in number of
spaces, being that there is a need for increased numbers
of child-care workers in the surrounding communities
around Brandon.

Mr. Derkach: There is an attempt by the community
college to work with more day care centres and to
probably expand the area that they work in, in terms
of getting more day care practicum spaces available
for their students.
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Mrs. Yeo: Can the Minister tell me if there is a toddler
care, a child care centre located within the community
college?

Mr. Derkach: Yes, Mr. Acting Chairperson, there is a
toddler day care program offered there, or a centre.

Mrs. Yeo: Can the Minister tell me how many children,
how many preschoolers are located in that particular
spot? )

Mr. Derkach: In an approximate way, Mr. Acting
Chairperson, | would think there are about 25 or 30.

Mr. Acting Chairman: Shall the item pass? Item 5.(d)2)
Other Expenditures—pass; item 5.(dX3)—pass.

now move on to Iltem 5.(e) 1) Keewatin Community
CQIIegg: Salaries $4,725,600, shall the item pass?

Mrs. Yeo: Is there any thought to having an elected
board of trustees for Keewatin Community College?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairperson, | think |
addressed this issue in the previous question that was
asked about the autonomy and the flexibility of
community colleges and my response is still the same,
that gertainly that is not an idea that | am opposed to
and I will be looking at it very seriously over the next
year.

Mr. Storie: Mr. Acting Chairman, before the President
of KCC gets away, |- was not here and | wondered if
the Minister had been asked the question about the
future of the Parklands Campus, how it is proceeding,
the numbers of students who are currently attending
the campus, whether there are plans to extend the
facility? It would be a shame .if the president drove
from Brandon and was not asked those important
questions.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): First of all, | would
just like to remind the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie)
to wait until he is acknowledged by the Chair before
he makes his remarks and, as well, the matter has been
dealt with before by the committee. Does the
Honourable Minister wish to respond?

Mr. Derkach: Yes, | do. Thank you, Mr. Acting
Chairperson, | am happy to respond to that. We have
150 students registered at the Dauphin campus,
Parklands Campus. There are five courses being offered
right at the present time at the campus. It is very, very
well received in the area and certainly there is a lot of
interest in the potential of expanding the programs that
are being offered at the Parklands Campus. So, in terms
of interest on the part of the community, Mr. Acting
Chairperson, certainly no vested interest on my behalf.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): If we may return
to the item which we are presently reviewing, item
5.(eX1) Keewatin Community College: Salaries. Shall
the item pass?

Mrs. Yeo: There was a concern raised to me with regard
to the relationship between education planning for

Keewatin Community College and the Employment
Services and Economic Securities, that ES squared
thing, if you understand my convoluted questions. Is
there a relationship between the planning for education
programs at Keewatin Community College, a
relationship between the community college and
Employment Services and Economic Security?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairperson, at the present
time there is training in the North being offered through
Employment Services, which is called the New Careers
Program. They tend to be short of courses that are
run in the northern areas of the province.

* (1620)

Mrs. Yeo: If a program or plan, would it be the
Education people who would look after planning it or
would it be the Employment Services and Economic
Security people who would actually do the curriculum
or setting of courses?

Mr. Derkach: If the Employment Services Department
offered the program, then they would develop it as well.
But there are instances where we as a department can
get involved in terms of developing a program. But in
most instances those short-term programs that are
offered through that department are developed by that
department as well.’

Mrs. Yeo: That brings me to the statement of the
individual who raised the complaint to me. Her comment
was that education belongs in Education and that often
when you get ES squared tinkering with setting courses
or curriculum that they are not the education experts
and that there are some difficulties that arise.

One of the things that was brought to my attention
was that although the students who move through these
programs write an exam, they may be quite successful
in the exam, but when they move out into the
employment area, the Department of Labour then tells
them you have to write our exam all over again. | am
wondering if the Minister knows anything about this,
and if this allegation is true.

Mr. Derkach: The Department of Labour only has
apprenticeship type of examinations thatthey conduct.

But with regard to the general comment that the
Member for Sturgeon Creek (Mrs. Yeo) makes, this is
an approach that has been taken in the past. Certainly,
there is a need perhaps in some areas to coordinate
some of the training that goes on in the province. For
example, the Limestone Training and Employment
Agency has now become the Northern Training and
Employment Agency and has been transferred to the
Department of Education, so that we do more
coordination between the various delivery agencies in
terms of programs that are delivered, especially in
northern Manitoba.

Mrs. Yeo: There, to my knowledge, is no child care
program offered through Keewatin Community College,
although. they say that in that community there is one
of the greatest needs for trained child care workers.

2920



Tuesday, November 8, 1988

Is there any thought on the part of Keewatin Community
College to implement fairly swiftly a child care program?

Mr. Derkach: | have been at Keewatin Community
College on two occasions now, and certainly there is
definitely a need for taking a very serious look at the
probability or the practicality of delivering a child
training program through Keewatin Community College.
What form that will take at this particular time, | cannot
say, but certainly | recognize the need for it and that
will be something that will be studied over the next
several months.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): Shall the item
pass?

Mr. Storie: | have a number of questions. Some of
them relate generally to community colleges, some of
them more specific to Keewatin. The first one was with
respect to the advisory committees that were being
established around the community colleges. Keewatin
Community College is in a rebuilding process, | think
would be fair to say, in terms of their community
relationship. Over a period of time, groups have been
anxious to have more formal input into the courses
that are offered and the activities at the community
college. One of the ways that was being used to
incorporate the college into community, if you will, more
adequately was the advisory committees.

| am wondering if the Minister can indicate whether
those committees still exist, whether the Minister has
made any appointments to those committees, have
there been any changes.

Mr. Derkach: At the time of the election, as |
understand it, the appointments had not been finalized
to those boards and consequently, when Government
changed, so the reappointments or the lists, | guess,
just died. In other words, they did not go forward.

| can indicate to my honourable friend in a general
sense, | support the principle of community involvement
in a program that might be offered at Keewatin or at
Assiniboine or the Parklands Campus. So therefore,
we are looking at the terms of reference of those
committees and we will be examining as to whether
or not we will use the same format as was used by
the former Government, or perhaps the format may
change to some degree. But | am not anticipating any
earth-shattering or very significant changes at this time.

Mr. Storie: | am disappointed to hear that they have
not been put in place. | thought, in the case of Keewatin
at least, that there was certainly a list of people who
had agreed to serve and represented obviously more
than just the interests of The Pas but the entire North,
representatives coming from other communities as well.
| would hope that if there is any kind of restructuring
of an advisory board that it takes into account the quite
significant variety of interest groups who would like to
be a part of that. They include obviously the Town of
The Pas and the band. | know Chief Lathlin has
expressed his interest on many occasions, as have
others involved in the Swampy Creek Tribal Council
and the MKO and other communities. So | hope that
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if it is reformulated, it is reformulated with the entire
North in mind.

Another question relating to the activities of Keewatin
Community College in other communities, there are
two other satellite facilities, three | guess: one in
Thompson, one in Flin Flon and one in Norway House.
| am wondering if we could have an outline of the status
of those satellite facilities. How secure are they? What
activities are they involved in? We have a list of some
of the activities in the Flin Flon area. | am wondering
what the long-term future is for those satellite
communities. Is there an aggressive program to expand
their reach into other communities? What are they
working on?

Mr. Derkach: There are efforts that are ongoing by
Keewatin Community: College to continue to offer
programs in those communities that the Member has
pointed out. In addition, the community college has
identified or hired individuals in those communities to
be a link between that community and the college.
Certainly, the president, Mr. Lussier, has been very
aggressive in promoting the college and in ensuring
that remote communities, where access is a problem,
do have an opportunity to have programs conducted
in those centres. | cannot give the program list to the
Member today, but certainly | can provide that at
another time.

* (1630)

Mr. Storie: | guess what some, including the
representative of KCC in Flin Flon, for example, are
anxious to know is whether in fact this Minister perceives
the current status so that there are satellite communities
for workers working in specific communities as being
a worthwhile endeavour and something that will
continue?

Mr. Derkach: | think that message has already gone
out in that the president himself has taken a fairly active
and aggressive role in trying to promote programs in
the satellite communities.

As a matter of fact when | was up at Keewatin
Community College about a month ago, we did have
a tour through the facility and at that time one of the
electrical programs that the college offers had all of
their equipment taken to one of the satellite
communities to provide a program for that particular
community. So certainly that work is ongoing. There
has been no slowdown in that regard. Certainly, we
want to ensure that we can provide those remote
communities that have difficulty in accessing Keewatin
Community College or the training centre in Thompson,
or cannot access programs that are suitable. We ensure
that those communities can get those programs. | might
say that when we talk about the literacy programs that
will be developed, we will also be focusing in on those
communities. Distance Education is one mode that |
am sure we can reach those communities better.

Mr. Storie: There is a KCC staff located in Flin Flon.
| am not sure about Norway House. There are a number
in Thompson. | am wondering if we could have the
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numbers and the assurance of this Minister that to the
extent that there are staff already allocated in those
satellite offices that they will be there into the future.

Mr. Derkach: | think the Member is trying to get me
to say that they will be there forever and a day, and
| cannot say that. As a matter of fact, | guess | have
to state at this time that we want to take a look at the
way programs are delivered in northern Manitoba, so
there is a better coordination of programs that are
delivered. Through a more effective and efficient way
of delivering programs, we can. probably offer better
and more programming to a wider range of communities
in northern Manitoba.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): Shall the item
pass?

Mr. Storie: | am awaiting a more specific answer to
- the question of how many staff are in Thompson, Flin
Flon and Norway House. You will get them?

Mr. Derkach: |indicated to the Member for Flin Flon
(Mr. Storie) that we would provide that information for
him, but | cannot provide it for him in written form at
the present time.

Mr. Storie: If that information is gaing to be provided,
I will certainly accept that. | hope that the Minister’s
enthusiasm for the Parklands Campus and the satellite
facility of KCC in Dauphin is replicated in facilities
outside of the Parklands area.

Mr. Derkach: Do | detect a negative tone at all?

Mr. Storie: No, no, positive. Mr. Acting Chairperson,
| assure you that my comments are entirely intended
to emphasize the Minister’s positive commitment to a
satellite community college facility.

A further question on a couple of the courses, specific
courses that are offered by KCC, one is the child care
worker and the information the Minister gave us earlier
lists as the quota of 20 for the child care worker, Code
A, 6A, whatever it is and 5 for a child care worker—
looks like extension course—and one accepted. | am
wondering what that means. Is there no course currently
being offered by KCC?

Mr. Derkach: At the present time, there is no diploma
program offered at Keewatin Community College for
child care training. There was some part-time
programming being offered, | understand in the past,
but certainly with the changes in regulations that is not
happening at the present time. We do not have a
diploma course as such offered at Keewatin at the
present time.

* (1640)

Mr. Storie: This branches out obviously. | would hope
that the meetings the Minister has had with the
Manitoba Child Care Association and others who are
interested in seeing the objectives of The Child Day
Care Standards Act enforced, the Minister would be

working to make sure that to the extent possible the
courses dealing with child care workers become a
priority, not only in Winnipeg obviously but also in
Brandon and in The Pas, northern Manitoba, where it
is much more difficult for those interested in taking
those kinds of courses to attend places where they are
offered, be it Winnipeg or elsewhere.

| guess it is becoming more urgent because of the
fact that we know that all- of the needs in terms of
training have not been met. | know that we have come
some way and this Minister has indicated that he is
interested in seeing us move along that path, so | would
hope that there is something that can be done to create
an interest in establishing those kind of courses as
priorities in the not too distant future. | will leave that
question. The Minister may want to comment on it.

The other one has to do with the Diploma Nursing
Course. The Minister has had correspondence, as |
have had and-as other Ministers of Education have
had, on the question of establishing a Bachelor of
Nursing Program in The Pas. The Swampy Cree Tribal
Council, | recognize they have some different objectives
but | guess, if we cannot do it through KCC, | am

wondering whether the Minister has started his work

with the Department of Northern Affairs. His department
and the Department of Northern Affairs have as one
of their goals to prepare objectives for the next
generation of the Northern Development Agreement,
which comes due in March of 1989.

| am a little surprised that the Minister is now meeting
in December with Swampy Cree Tribal Council. | am
surprised that has not occurred earlier. | am wondering
whether that means that we have not set any objectives
for this set of negotiations. Has the Department of
Education and the Department of Northern Affairs not
met to establish some ground rules for what we see
as a priority in this agreement? Does that mean that
the Swampy Cree Tribal Council has little hope of being
on the agenda when those negotiations start in earnest
because, if that happens, that would be a sad
commentary on the real interest of this. Government
of developing that kind of expertise in the North?

Mr. Derkach: Mr. Acting Chairperson, the Member for
Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) makes some insinuations that he
really does not have any grounds for. | have indicated
to him that | have met with Swampy Cree Tribal Council
on one occasion already, and | will be meeting with
them a second time on the 2nd of December.

With regard to discussions with the Department of
Northern Affairs, we havediscussed that in a preliminary
fashion with the Minister but, once again, it is just not
a simple matter of putting the program in at the snap
of a finger. | think the former administration was faced
with this same dilemma since 1983, | believe. | think
that even at that time or—it is several years ago now,
yes, 1985, okay—I am sorry, | stand to be corrected.
Certainly it has taken a long time to even get to this
stage. In six months, there is no way that we could
expect the Government to all of a sudden say, yes, we
have a program going at The Pas or at KCC or at
Thompson for the Bachelor of Nursing Program.

| think in a broader sense we have to take a look
at how we deliver programs in northern Manitoba, what
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is the best way. We have heard the Opposition talk of
course about a polytechnic. Certainly, that is something
that | am not closed-minded about. | want to explore
the pluses and the minuses to that kind of a concept
as well. | think that in the area of education and human
resource development, we have to be very open-minded
about the kinds of ideas that we can explore and take
alook at the most effective and efficient way of program
delivery, so that the people in northern Manitoba have
an opportunity to a quality education in all areas of
training as well.

Mr. Storie: | am pleased to hear that the Minister has
met previously with Swampy Cree Tribal Council. | point
out whether the Minister would wish the circumstances
be so or not, the fact is that this Government is faced
with the task of establishing a position for the Province
of Manitoba, hopefully, a position that reflects the
interests of a lot of people across the province and
certainly in northern Manitoba with respect to the next
Northern Development Agreement, if there is in fact
to be one. | would say that we have now seen three
successful agreements going back 15 years, and | would
hope that we would have a success to the current
Northern Development Agreement.

Has this Government not prepared a plan for that
set of negotiations? | remind him that the deadline is
March 31, 1989. | recognize it is a short time frame,
but the suggestion today that you are still looking at
this idea may not, in fact, be putting you in a better
position but in a worse position. At some point, you
have to make a decision about what you are going to
present to the federal Government. Sooner or later,
that has to happen. The question is, is this going to
be one of the priorities? Is the establishment of this
kind of a program going to be a priority to have as a
fixture of the Northern Development Agreement?

Mr. Derkach: The priorities are being established right
now in terms of the Northern Development Agreement,
and certainly our department, through PACE, is being
consulted on the needs of Human Resource
Development, and this is going to be a key element in
the negotiations through the Northern Development
Agreement.

So, yes, we are setting our priorities. Work is being
done right now on the whole area of consultation
between the two departments, and we understand when
the deadline is and certainly we will be moving toward
that deadline in the hope that we can successfully
negotiate an agreement which is going to be of benefit
to the residents of Northern Manitoba.

Mr. Storie: | will leave that question, because | believe
my colleague from Niakwa may have some questions.

But | had one other question before we leave this.
One of the concerns that | have heard expressed by
teachers, by counsellors, by parents, by students in
Northern Manitoba, and it does not just relate to
Keewatin but | have heard it more often addressed
with respect to Keewatin, and that is the question of
prerequisites.

It seems, and we saw on the list here of all the
students who are waiting, the students who have not

paid their early registration fee and so forth, one of
the concerns is that it seems that prerequisites are
being used to limit the number of students who are
eligible for courses.

Now perhaps in Southern Manitoba where most high
schools or most students have access to high schools
where all courses or a broader array of options are
available, where they can get calculus or physics,
physics 300 or maths 300—physics 300 is a better
example perhaps or chemistry 300—every single year.
The Minister knows that in lots of high schools in
Northern Manitoba and rural Manitoba those options
simply are not available all the time. The student cannot
get the same kinds of options that they can in larger
centres. There is a perception out there that the
prerequisites are often used just to be able to say, well,
let us just cut off these 50 people, they will not be able
to apply now because we have changed the
requirements for this course.

There is a belief that sometimes the prerequisites
are not exactly established with the course in mind so
much as the instructors’ desire to have better prepared
students, where you have welding courses or mechanics
courses, but they have a requirement that, to the
average person and perhaps to the average teacher,
it does not seem reasonable to have those
requirements.

How are prerequisites determined by Keewatin, by
the community colleges? How are they determined? Is
there any flexibility? In Keewatin's case, is there any
sensitivity to the fact that people come from schools
where all options are not available? Are those kinds
of things taken into consideration?

Mr. Derkach: Certainly we are very cognizant of the
concerns regarding prerequisites and | understand. |
would be very disappointed if our department were to
use that kind of an approach whereby, just to sort of
cut off the entry, we raise the prerequisites for some
programs.

| have to say in all sincerity that | think Keewatin
Community College is doing some very positive things
in bringing upgrading programs into the college and
ensuring that we in fact are allowing as many students
as possible to come in who may not necessarily have
the necessary foundation and develop sort of their
requirement for the program right within the community
college.

* (1650)

So that kind of work is ongoing. In discussions with
the president from Keewatin Community College, this
was one area that we talked about, and certainly we
discussed the need for more flexibility in terms of the
types of students we accept into the programs and
then perhaps develop their skills right at the college.
If they were lacking in math skills or in science skills,
we could do that right at the college, so that we can
get these people out into the work world where they
want to be and where they can become productive
members of society as quickly as possible.

Mr. Storie: Just the one question, if the Minister could
be more specific, who establishes the prerequisites and
how are they changed?
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* (1700)

Mr. Herold Driedger: | understand the statement. My
objective is simply to find out what amount of, | guess,
role models or what numbers of role models there are
in a component of the Keewatin Community College
for the largely, what | would be assume to be, Native
students within the whole program. | was going to ask
if the one staffperson at the top was, but at any rate—

Mr. Derkach: | guess in terms of role model, the
president of the college is Native, and certainly | might
add that recently there has been an individual hired
who is a graduate of the Core Area Program. So we
are attempting to hire instructors and role models as
such for the Native students who do attend there, but
at this point that is somewhat of a difficult task.

The Acting Chairman (Mr. Praznik): Shall the item
pass? (Agreed) Item 5.(e)(2) Other Expenditures,
$1,081,400—pass; 5.(e)3) Less: Recoverable from
Other Appropriations, $15,000—pass.

The hour being five o'clock, it is time for Private
Members’ Hour. This committee shall rise.

SUPPLY—HEALTH

The Acting Chairman, Mr. Gilles Roch: Order, please;
order, please. | now call this section of committee to
order. We have been discussing the Estimates of the
Department of Health where | believe we are on 2.(a).
Am | correct? The Member for Ellice.

Ms. Avis Gray (Ellice): | am wondering if the Minister
could indicate with the Assistant Deputy Minister of
Programs and Operations, the last few individuals
occupying this position have been physicians, is that
a requirement of that job, that the ADM be a physician.

Hon. Donald Orchard (Minister of Health): No.

Ms. Gray: The staff year that was deleted from this
management section, which the Minister mentioned the
other day, could the Minister indicate the staff year
was deleted and did the person move with that staff
year? Why, if so, did that person move from that
position?

Mr. Orchard: | am informed that it was a voluntary
move. A vacancy was filled and it was filled without
competition over at the Manitoba Health Services
Commission. That position subsequently was deleted
in terms of an effort to streamline management within
Program and Operations Support by leaving one
executive director position instead of two.

Ms. Gray: |understand with the executive director who
is currently there, they have now added an assistant
executive director. Could the Minister indicate how that
is streamlining?

Mr. Orchard: | guess from the standpoint that there
is one less SY.

Ms. Gray: Would the Minister then tell us where the
SY came from for the person who is the assistant
executive director?

Mr. Orchard: From the approved SY count that was
there.

Ms. Gray: Is the Minister indicating that before, when
there are two executive directors that now there is only
a workload for one but in fact there is also workload
for an assistant so that there are still two SYs required
to carry out the job?

* (1440)

Mr. Orchard: | am given the information that the
assistant to the executive director is a secondment
from the regions for a professional development and,
after an approximate one-year period, that position will
be filled with line staff appropriation.

Ms. Gray: Again for clarification, is the Minister
indicating that the assistant executive director is doing
professional development activities? | do not
understand his last comment about moved into the line
appropriation.

Mr. Orchard: The individual who has been seconded

to that position—an opportunity for professional

development.

Ms. Gray: Oh, oh.

So again for clarification, the Minister is indicating
that the former executive director volunteered to move
from his position; there was no encouragement from
the department to do so?

Mr. Orchard: That is what | am informed. If my
honourable friend had other information, we would be
pleased to hear it this afternoon.

Ms. Gray: Mr. Acting Chairperson, | have heard
information that is contrary but that is fine. We will
leave the record such as it is.

Could the Minister tell us, the Chief Public Health
Nurse, is there currently someone in that position who
is assuming those responsibilities?

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Acting Chairman, there is an Acting
Chief Public Health Nurse.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister tell us who that individual
is?

Mr. Orchard: Linda Drew, Mr. Acting Chairman.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister indicate has the role or
chief job responsibilities of the Chief Public Health Nurse
changed substantially in the last four to five years?

Mr. Orchard: There has, Mr. Acting Chairman, been
more involvement in legislation and policy development
by that position.

Ms. Gray: Would the Minister be able to indicate to
us, other than more legislation and policy development,
| would assume that some of the responsibilities—and
the Minister can correct me if | am wrong—of the Chief
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Public Health Nurse may have changed, given that over
the last four or five years we have seen the addition
of very major directorates within the Department of
Health, such as the Health Promotion Directorate and
Maternal and Child Health Directorate and given that
we have these two directorates as well as the
Communicable Disease section, | am wondering if the
Minister could indicate to us just what are the main
responsibilities of the Chief Public Health Nurse.

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Acting Chairman, the Chief Public
Health Nurse provides advice on community nursing
practices and provides consultation to Public Health
nurses in the regions. The Chief Public Health Nurse
is a member of the Community Health Services Division
executive, participates in the formulation of decisions
and plans of the executive, interacts with regional staff
particularly on nursing practices and standards, and
provides consultation to senior nurses in the regions.
The Chief Public Health Nurse also participates in the
planning for education of all health professionals.

(Mr. Chairman, Mark Minenko, in the Chair.)

Ms. Gray: Mr. Chairperson, when the regional
operations and staff seek information or clarification
on new program initiatives, Public Health nursing
programs, whom do the regions seek that information
from? Do they go to the individual directorates or would
they automatically go to the Chief Public Health Nurse?

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Chairman, that would depend on the
information sought.

Ms. Gray: Is the Minister indicating then that basically
the Chief Public Health Nurse’s advice would be sought
on nursing practices and standards, whereas program
development and evaluation would be out of her
jurisdiction?

Mr. Orchard: By and large, that would be a reasonable
assumption.

Ms. Gray: One of the expected results indicated in
this section is that there is the allocation of resources
which are consistent with the established priorities of
the department. | am wondering if the Minister can
highlight for us basically the main priorities that his
department has established, particularly the program
and operational support. Could he highlight for us what
those main priority areas are?

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Chairman, Communicable Disease
Control; Maternal and Child Health; Health Promotion;
Hearing Conservation; Gerontology; Continuing Care;
Medical Equipment and Supplies; Dental Health;
Environmental Health; and Health Information.

Ms. Gray: Mr. Chairperson, within the Health Promotion
and Health Information, now that is a very in-depth
area and there is certainly a lot of scope that could
be attached to health education and Health Promotion.
Could the Minister indicate to us, are there particular
initiatives within Health Promotion and health education
which have been established by this Government as
priority in the coming fiscal year?

Mr. Orchard: Yes, and | will make a -deal with my
honourable friend. As we approach Health Promotion,
we can discuss them in broader terms.

Ms. Gray: | have no trouble discussing them in broader
terms as we move to that directorate. All | am simply
seeking right now is just a basic idea of what those
particular priorities are and | am prepared to discuss
those priorities in detail as we move on. My question
still is could the Minister at least indicate to us what
those main priority areas are within Health Promotion
and health education?

Mr. Orchard: As with any administration, including my
predecessors, including Progressive Conservative
administrations in other provinces, including Liberal
administrations in other provinces, including Social
Credit administrations in other provinces, there is a
general policy direction and thrust which is supported
by this Government and this political Party. | do not
think in uniqueness or isolation from the other political
Parties in this Chamber of a general direction in terms
of maintenance of wellness, prevention of iliness rather
than curative medicine that, in a number of provinces
assumes, for instance, different directions and different
thrusts.

We have a concept and an idea that we think will
be effective in terms of promoting a healthier lifestyle
and a safer and healthier lifestyle, healthier occupation,
if you will, in terms of the workplace health. That is
part of a new thrust that we have envisioned and will
be unveiling in the near future. It also involves, for
instance, the continuation of some quite useful
preventative programs, such as the smoking campaign,
diabetic education campaign, cardiovascular health
campaign, and it will focus resources towards
developing an attitude of wellness promotion among
Manitobans.

* (1450)

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister tell us has his Government
decided to follow along a similar line to the federal
Government in actually targeting some particular groups
for Health Promotion and planning individual or
community programs around some of those specific
priorities?

The Minister has mentioned the smoking campaign,
cardiovascular health, diabetic education. | am
wondering if there are any other new program initiatives,
and | am specifically referring to the area of adolescents
and weight control, the ever-increasing numbers of
individuals of adolescents in our society where not only
overweight is a problem but underweight and diseases,
such as anorexia nervosa and bulimia, are a problem.
Has this particular Government, similar to the work
that is being done by the Government, thought of any
initiatives to actually provide programs to target this
particular population need, the adolescents in regard
to this particular type of problem?

Mr. Orchard: Yes, but not specifically to the two eating
disorders my honourable friend referred to. Let me
share with my honourable friend a concept that | think
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will be valuable, providing we can develop it within the
resources that we have at our disposal. | believe that
healthy lifestyles begin at a very young age, and | go
younger than the adolescent. | believe in the elementary
school population, we have an ideal opportunity through
a method which appears to be reasonably successful
in developing attitudes and providing educational
information, that being the comic book format, if you
will, and currently we are into discussions in terms of
a nutritional lifestyle-related comic book, which we hope
we can develop targeted specifically at the elementary
school-age group.

Ms. Gray: Mr. Chairperson, does the Minister view it
as his department’s role to actually provide staff
resources at a field level, to actually assist teachers in
the provision of education, such as in the area of healthy
lifestyles, or does he see it as a role of his department
to provide consultation services to the Department of
Education and have the Department of Education
ensure that in fact the teachers do provide the training?
Could the Minister please elaborate on how he sees
those services being delivered, given that there are the
two departments, Health and Education?

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Chairman, my tendency would be to
have the latter, rather than the former.

Ms. Gray: Is the Minister, in answering that question,
prepared to ensure that in fact there are adequate
resources there so that we can actually provide
programs where we are accomplishing something and
it is not a hit-and-miss approach which we have seen
in-the past through both departments?

Mr. Orchard: If my honourable friend is asking me to
identifyevery available need and to staff the department
to provide that throughout the province, | am going to
have to tell my honourable friend that no, that probably
is not going to be an outcome. However, if she would
like to-suggest how many SYs and how many dollars
she thinks ought to be dedicated, | would be pleased
to listen and take her advice seriously.

There will be, through the regions, continuing
consultation with the school divisions, but | think my
honourable friend would have to agree that probably
with the contact already established in the classroom
by the teacher and the respect that is normally
engendered in that relationship that, if we can provide
the assistance and support to the teaching staff through
the school divisions, they would be efficient deliverers
of Health Promotion to students.

Ms. Gray: No, | am not indicating that with every
particular need there should be SYs attached to the
department and therefore programs can be delivered,
that would be an ideal situation. What | am saying is
let us not attempt to tell Manitobans that in fact we
are delivering programs in Health Promotion and
disease prevention if, in fact, we are really not doing
an adequate job. Better to say no, we arenot, because
we do not have the required number of resources, rather
than try to make Manitobans believe that we are
providing wonderful prevention programs.

| am wondering if the Minister could indicate, within
this particular Program and Operations Support, are

there staff who would work with regional operations
to develop programs whereby evaluation mechanisms
could be built in so that in factwe can evaluate whether
or not the few programs that we are providing are
achieving what they set out to do.

Mr. Orchard: | hope | understand my honourable
friend’s question in that she is asking how we can
evaluate the efficacy of Health Promotion programs.
| have to tell my honourable friend | have asked that
question and that is one of the more imprecise outcome
studies that there are, and | do not know whether, for
instance—and let us take the federal program that ran
for 10 years, Participaction. | do not know what impact
that had on increasing the general level of health and
wellness among Canadians. | do not know whether
anybody can provide you with a—here it was 98 percent
of Canadians who were unhealthy when we started and
there is 95 percent now, therefore, we have 3 percent
better. ' ’

Furthermore, | do not know whether anybody can
indicate how much less those 3 percent impacted in
terms of cost on the system. That is one of the more
difficult decisions one has to make in terms of spending
money on Health Promotion, a goal that we all believe
in, but is one of the more imprecisely measurable
outcomes that | am dealing with in the department. In
Home Care, you can generally, for instance, analyze
an outcome of so many dollars in Home Care, may
well save so many dollars in the hospital or the personal
care home system but you cannot be definitive in Health
Promotion. There is one program analyst who attempts
to do that throughout the various directorates.

* (1500)

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister indicate with the programs
the new initiatives that are established, is it a
requirement that part of the proposal for the programs
does include an evaluation component, even though
those evaluation components in some cases may be
collecting data that is soft as opposed to hard? Is it
as least a requirement that-when programs are
developed there must be an evaluation component as
well as part of that program?

Mr. Orchard: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Item 2.(1)—pass; item 2.(2)—pass.

Item 2.(b)(1) Communicable Disease Control:
Salaries—the Member for Kildonan.

Mr. Gulzar Cheema (Kildonan): Could the Minister
explain to us the amount he is spending on advertising
and could he explain to us what kind of media spots
have been purchased?

Mr. Orchard: None in this area, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister explain again that
out of this $239,000, how much money is being spent
on media in terms of brochures, in terms of spot
purchases on radio or TV, or what other kind of media
he is going to use to campaign against, most specifically,
against AIDS.
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Mr. Orchard: Radio, television and print.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister indicate to us how
much money has been spent so far?

Mr. Orchard: Of the $239,000, very, very little because
we have not undertaken the media campaign to this
date.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister tell us when will the
media campaign start?

Mr. Orchard: Weare targeting early in the next calendar
year.

Mr. Cheema: That means for this year we will not have
any brochures; that means we will not have any TV
time; that means we do not have any radio time; that
means we will not have any time on the buses, ad
purchases on the buses; that means we will not have
any time on school news writers; that means we will
not have any time on community centres or in hospital
waiting rooms. Then how are we going to communicate
with the public? Can the Minister explain to us why
there is delay?

Mr. Orchard: My honourable friend is half correct.
There will not ‘be -any television or radio because that
campaign is not ready to go. Print campaign is, as |
indicated to my honourable friend, ready this month
and will be distributed, as will be hopefully in addition
to the pamphlet itself, some information sheets.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister indicate to us then,
other than pamphlets, what avenues is he going to use
to convey the message to the public at large because
brochures will reach to only a certain section of the
public? Is he going to buy some time in the newspapers,
or in the ethnocultural press, is he going to buy some
time on the ads on the buses? That is my special
question: are we going to include that even for next
year or not?

Mr. Orchard: There is ongoing support at the
community level from staff in Communicable Diseases
who will be in attendance at informational seminars for
teaching staff, school boards, hospital staff, community
meetings.

In addition, Mr. Chairman, the province is not working
in isolation. ! think my honourable friend will be aware
of ongoing AIDS advertising—it is on television as well
as radio—that are not part of the provincial Budget
but are rather part of say a federal Budget campaign.
Indeed some of the electronic media outlets have, in
my understanding, donated some time as a public
service.

So for my honourable friend to attempt to paint such
a dire-straits picture is not accurately reflecting the
level of opportunity for education that is there. Because
we are not advertising on radio and television 12 months
of the year does not mean to say that our AIDS
campaign and our education campaign shuts down.

As lindicated a couple of daysago, we have relocated
resources from the Department, the Village Clinic, in

terms of the AIDS information line. That is an effort
to expand public education.

My Director of Communicable Diseases and her staff
are available to field public requests and indeed
throughout the Health Care system there are individuals
in the various hospitals who can provide and do provide
information.

Thereare a number of our staff within the department,
within Cadham Lab who from time to time attend
conferences, provincially, nationally on AIDS education
and information re the latest research developments,
the latest data base that has accumulated, so that the
process does not live or die on the basis of a one-
minute spot on a television station. The program is
ongoing.

The program is expanding in terms of its information
base at all times and it is expanding in its ability to
communicate with people throughout the Province of
Manitoba. That is why there were six staff positions
relocated internally to provide regional support for AIDS
education.

As | say, our campaign provincially does not live and
die on a one-minute television spot, which we run for
approximately a six-week period of time once a year,
Mr. Chairman, nor will it stop because there is not the
provincial presence on the electronic media. Our efforts
are ongoing in a number of directions and we think
are reasonably successful.

If my honourable friend wants to criticize it, he
certainly can in terms of naturally we could dedicate
more resource to AIDS education. We could triple our
advertising buy and dedicate $750,000 to it, and that
would be applauded by quite a number of Manitobans.

In Government, one balances those choices of
resource allocation between many needs. | think if my
honourable friend simply took the time to read over
some of his questions in Question Period, he would
fully recognize that his request for resource dedication
is not singularly to the AIDS campaign.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, | do not agree with the
Minister here because AIDS is a crippling disease and
it cripples the human potential at the prime age, and
the only possible way of preventing this disease is attack
by prevention. The Minister has indicated that the
federal Government is doing a few things and he
indicated the schools are doing other things. Out of
this budget, he has allocated $239,000 and he is not
going to start anything for this year. | fail to understand
because, as he has indicated, we have raised the
question in the House and we have asked a specific
question about the brochures information.

If you cannot communicate to the public, as he
indicated yesterday, that brochure is one of the good
things, one of the best ways to communicate. If we do
not have brochures coming out from the provincial
Government for the teaching of the public in the schools
or in the community centre or in the hospitals, then
how are we going to improve the quality of attack on
AIDS? | would like some clarification from the Minister
on why we have to wait for next year?
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* (1510)

Mr. Orchard: | will accept only one aspect of my
honourable friend’s criticism, in that the media
campaign will not get under way until the first quarter
of 1989. In no way do | accept his other criticism that
nothing else is happening. As | have indicated to my
honourable friend, there is professional education
ongoing, there is a program within the school system
ongoing, there is a new AIDS pamphlet which | am
very hopeful-will be available this month as well as fact
sheets, in addition to that, which we hope will be
available shortly after the pamphlet.

Just let me give you one example of professional
education. We have a training program this month for
Public Health nurses There is an ongoing program to
train counsellors, utilizing resources from both
Government and non-Government agencies. There is
a physician’s manual that is available today dealing
with AIDS. The interim guidelines for AIDS management
in the hospital system are being revised in consultation
with the hospital workers.

A workshop on AIDS for physicians is being planned
by the MMA. That is in cooperation with both
Government and non-Government agencies for mid-
1989. Those activities are going on. It is not as if my
honourable friend is living and dying on the one-minute
commercial on television which he appears to be doing.

Mr. Cheema: | think we could keep on debating that
TV one-minute commercial but that is not the whole
issue here. The point is that of communicating with the
public and when already from May 9 on where you had
six months, and out of this six months it took us at
least four times questioning you in the House to draw
brochures out.

" The other question | am asking, what other avenue
are you going to use to convey the message to the
public? You are putting the whole thing on the other
associations, the MMA or the hospital or the
counsellors. But what is the prime objective from your
department and how are you going to achieve it? Why
do we have to wait until 19897

Mr. Orchard: There is an advertising budget
substantially increased for this year, which will be
available in this fiscal year, next calendar year to be
exact. There is a renewed pamphlet which is available
which has not, as my honourable friend would indicate,
been made available because he and his colleagues
in the Opposition have been urging us to develop it.
That was under way in the development process prior
to the sitting of this House, prior to my honourable
friend’s first question.

If I have any apology to make it is that it has taken
more time than | would like to have the pamphlet ready
and available, and | accept responsibility for that as
Minister, as | have done in the House. | can only make
apology to not having pamphlets available right now.
But that is not because of any urging of my honourable
friends. That is unfortunately just a lack of ability to
deliver as quickly as | would like to have seen. That
is something that | have to get used to from time to

time and my honourable friend will get used to it in
Opposition as well.

Secondly, fact sheets being prepared to accompany
any request for information on AIDS in terms of what
do you do if you are tested positive, etc., etc.—the
common questions involving AIDS. How do | access a
test? What does the test mean? That information is
being updated on fact sheets and shall be available
shortly.

The media campaign preparation is under way. We
have dedicated six staff resources throughout the
regions to provide greater community liaison with health
care providers, with education officials and with the
general public. We have provided support and will be
continuing to provide support, for instance to the Village
Clinic. We have recently transferred the AIDS
information line to them as part of an ongoing and
multipronged effort to provide AIDS education. My
honourable friend is finding fault with any of those.
Please tell me which one you do not like, which one
you would like us to scrap, and where you would like
us to put it.

Mr. Cheema: Wewould like all of those things in place
and that is why | am questioning the timing of those
things. | will still repeat my question that definitely our
role is not just to criticize. We are asking you for positive
things, that you have all the ideas. Why do you have
to wait for another six months?

My next question is, last year the information on
AIDS was sent with telephone bills, are you considering
something like that this year, or is it going to be for
next year again?

Mr. Orchard: That is not being considered.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, why not?

Mr. Orchard: We are hoping to have an effective media
campaign, brochure and information sheets.

Mr. Cheema: | definitely disagree here with the Minister
because you are putting so many efforts to improve
the media campaign. There is one method which was
tried last year, was very successful and you do not want
to go through the same channel. It is not going to be
very expensive. It is an easy, accessible way and it will
make sure that all the households receive the
information. | think it should be even upgraded and
sent maybe twice or three times a year. That was one
of the Minister’s earlier statements, that brochures took
so long because newer information keeps on coming.
The best thing will be probably to prepare a fact sheet
and then keep on adding a few things in addition to
that. Could the Minister reconsider his view on sending
the brochures with the telephone bills, please?

Mr. Orchard: | will give my honourable friend’s
suggestion full consideration.

Mr. Cheema: The Minister has indicated that there is
a toll-free hotline in place at the Village Clinic. Is that
toll-free line covering only Winnipeg or in Manitoba?
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Is there going to be a similar line that is going to be
placed at other places like Brandon or in northern
Manitoba?

Mr. Orchard: The toll-free line is for all of Manitoba.

Mr. Cheema: Now this toll-free line, what is the method
that is going to be used for people who are hearing
impaired?

Mr. Orchard: | am advised that suggestion was under
consideration by the staff and no action was taken
because they have not had any request from hearing-
impaired Manitobans that they were unable to meet.
There was no indication that their information was not
being received.

Mr. Cheema: Are we going to wait for their complaints
so that we can start this program, because a similar
program is in place in Ontario and the success rate is
quite good. My next question is, what kind of
mechanism do we have to satisfy people who are visually
impaired?

Mr. Orchard: We do not have any brochures in braille.
It would be telephone communication or verbal
communication.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister tell us, for AIDS
treatment, what drugs are available in Manitoba?

Mr. Orchard: Just AZT.

Mr. Cheema: What process of review is in place to
monitor the development of new drugs?

Mr. Orchard: Thatevaluation is a federal responsibility
and is ongoing, as | understand it on a regular basis.
There have been to my knowledge no new experimental
licensing of any new drug regimes. There have been,
as my honourable friend is well aware, some substantial
speculation about new drugs and | guess that opens
an area of interesting discussion.

* (1520)

Maybe my honourable friend might want to share his
thoughts because | undertook this discussion with
members of the Village Clinic. Those individuals who
have tested positive for the virus and are symptomatic
of the disease, are very, very, very fearful for their
personal well-being. In that state of mind they are, |
suppose, akin to the individual who has been diagnosed
with terminal cancer. In that state of mind those
individuals want to latch on to any avenue of hope that
is available. The delicate balancing act that the federal
approval authority have to go through is to weigh the
desires of individuals who in all likelihood are ill
terminally because to date | do not believe anyone has,
once acquiring the full symptoms of AIDS, ever survived
for more than a period of time. That makes those
individuals extremely vulnerable to, sort of, the miracle
cures.

One might be able to say, fine. If you wished, | suppose
you might say well, why do we not let them voluntarily

try those ‘‘promised cures’ and see if they will work.
Maybe the individual, through desperation, might wish
to try that, but in the bigger picture we are responsible,
particularly in Canada with our universal Medicare, with
the treatment of those individuals should any
detrimental side effects appear. That is a very delicate
balancing act and | had that discussion with the
individuals from Village Clinic. It is a quandary that they
face and they expressed the natural hope that there
would be more experimental drugs that might be
available for use, but they certainly appreciated the
quandary and | believegenerally supported the present
approving system of approvals.

As | say, the state of mind of an individual does not

necessarily make the best long-run decision when faced
with the symptoms of AIDS and they are willing to try,
in some circumstances, almost any kind of cure. | have
to indicate to my honourable friend that | think probably
the greatest amount of balance is now being achieved
between licensing of experimental drugs and protection
of the individual. With AZT there are some severe side
effects that are there and that is known and recognized,
but yet there is some considered value to those
recipients of the drug to make those side effects, |
suppose, a reasonable risk to the individual if the
individual can take them.
Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, it is a very difficult
decision for a patient and at the time for the physician
also, at the terminal stage to try some of the
experimental drugs. Personally | have a different view
here. | think still if some patient wants to try the drugs
and the physician feels comfortable with those
experimental drugs to be tried, will those drugs be
covered under Medicare or not?

Mr. Orchard: Probably, if the drug regime has received
federal approval.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, other than drugs, there
are also underground treatments, the so-called
underground treatment market to deal with the needs
of AIDS patients. Is the Minister aware of this and what
is the policy of this Government to track some of the
different forms of some of the unacceptable ways of
treating AIDS patients.

Mr. Orchard: Although this was not a subject of
discussion with individuals from the Village Clinic, | am
told by the director that there are individuals who will
be trying drug regimes from other countries and we
have really virtually no way of attempting to control
that phenomenon. That is individually driven from, |
might say, some degree of desperation on the
individual’s part.

Mr. Cheema: Another way of dealing with the
prevention has been tried in Ontario recently. There
was a group of physicians who were campaigning for
the needle exchange program and they say that has
been quite effective in some parts of the States. Now,
could the Minister tell us, will he consider such a
program in Manitoba?

Mr. Orchard: Not at this stage. We have no single
cause individual in Manitoba who has received or has

2930



Tuesday, November 8, 1988

been infected with the AIDS virus simply from
intravenous drug use.

Mr. Cheema: | will have a question later on about the
causes of AIDS in Manitoba but | have another question
now with regard to the prevention. The latex gloves
have become a very popular item among the service
providers, such as the police force, ambulance and
firefighters. Could the Minister tell us who is responsible
for making sure that the quality of latex gloves is
comparable with the Government's policy, and who is
monitoring the quality?

Mr. Orchard: Those latex gloves have to be up to a
purchase agent’s standards, and substandard gloves
would be returned for credit and replacement by
suitable quality gloves.

Mr. Cheema: Maybe | did not clarify myself in the
question. The demand for these latex gloves has
increased tremendously. It was a problem in Ontario,
| think two or three weeks ago, and some companies
are trying to overproduce them. Who is making sure
that the quality of those gloves is still comparable to
prevent the transmission of disease, more specifically,
in the people who work in the front line like police
officers, ambulance drivers, firefighters or even the
school teachers? Who is making sure that the quality
is still acceptable?

Mr. Orchard: My honourable friend’s question was
specific to latex gloves and | am told that a lot-of the
front line service providers that my honourable friend
mentioned do not necessarily need latex gloves. They
need a barrier but not necessarily latex gloves.
Surgeons are the most common users of latex gloves.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson; | disagree with the
Minister because most places are using the latex gloves
and that has been documented very well in most of
the recent articles. Now, my next question will be, who
is responsible for the training of police officers,
firefighters, ambulance drivers to make sure their
education withregard to AIDS is updated regularly, and
could the Minister tell us if there is one coordinator or
a coordinator for each and every department?

Mr. Orchard: The city, with the assistance of Village
Clinic.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister tell us then, if the
city and the Village Clinic are responsible, then how
can the Minister make sure that the AIDS policy for
prevention is being followed as set by his department,
and who is ultimately responsible? Is there a special
coordinator for AIDS education, promotion and
coordinating the cases in Manitoba?

Mr. Orchard: We are in that section right now, Mr.
Chairman, where that responsibility lies.

* (1530)

Mr. Cheema: Maybe the Minister could clarify for me,
is there one coordinator to coordinate all the services
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for AIDS education, prevention, reporting of cases, not
only in the Department of Health, but the departments
of police, firefighters? Who does communicate to the
school?

Mr. Orchard: | think my honourable friend’s original
question was who makes sure that the standards of
training in firefighter, police, front-line worker protection
are adhered to, who does the training program? Well,
itis the training program, | have indicated who provides
it and it is this Communicable Diseases Control Branch
that assures that the standards are being adhered to.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister please indicate to me
if there is any special coordinator within the Department
of Health, and to be more specific, within the
Department of Communicable Diseases, who is
ultimately responsible for AIDS education promotion,
as well as the treatment and the notification of cases?

Mr. Orchard: The director is ultimately responsible,
Dr. Margaret Fast.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister indicate to me is there
any booklet for all the health care professionals,

‘including physicians, nurses, occupational therapists,

physiotherapists—is there any specific book available
and how often do we update that book?-

Mr. Orchard: As | indicated to my honourable friend
earlier on, there is a physicians’ manual and then the
interim guidelines for management of the various health
care workers in place and are currently being revised.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister tell us how often these
guidelines are being revised?

Mr. Orchard: This is the first revision, but once a year
we will revise it. :

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister tell us then what
support services are provided to the staff who have
the responsibility of identification and tracking the cases
of AIDS?

Mr. Orchard: My honourable friend is probably aware
that the contact tracing under AIDS is voluntary. There
is one individual on staff who is involved in consultation
with the physicians -and indeed with those individuals
who are positively identified in terms of providing them
with education, as to how they ought to reorganize their
life and lifestyles.

Mr. Cheema: The Minister has indicated there is only
one person who is responsible for tracking and following
those cases. Is that true?

Mr. Orchard: That is true, and | repeat for my
honourable friend that there is not mandatory tracing.
It is a voluntary program. That is the way AIDS was
made a reportable disease in a different manner than
chlamydia or other STDs. It is not mandatory contact
tracing; it is voluntary. One individual does do the work
for the 160-some-odd positive individuals who have
been so far identified in Manitoba and they perform
that job in consultation with the individual’s physician.
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Mr. Cheema: The Minister has indicated that this is
not a mandatory reporting. Now, could he tell us then
how the public will be notified about these certain cases
then. Is there an ethical reason, or a moral reason for
not reporting, or a legislative reason for not reporting,
the cases? Where is the hitch? Why are these cases
not_being reported?

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Chairman, let me clarify what my
honourable friend’s question is so we can be more
precise in the information. Is my honourable friend
referring to those individuals who have developed the
full symptoms of AIDS, in other words, are ill?

Mr. Cheema: That is right.
Mr. Orchard: As compared to those who are simply—
Mr. Cheema: Being tested positive.

Mr. Orchard: —positive for the HIV. In terms of the
AIDS cases, they become known as part of the medical
records because at that time they are generally in need
of substantial medical attention and there is neither
an attempt to advertise or to provide confidentiality at
that stage of the game. They simply become known in
the system as individuals who have developed the AIDS
symptoms and require medical assistance to assist them
with the disease.

Mr.Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, then if those individuals
are not notified, or they are not on the list, suppose
a person who is in terminal care, and he needs
ambulance services, so the ambulance service is being
called, how does the ambulance person know that this
person has a disease or not? How is that person being
protected?

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Chairman, therein lies the public
dilemma associated with the AIDS epidemic because,
quite frankly, if | was to pass out and require mouth-
to-mouth resuscitation right this afternoon, after this
relentless onslaught and barrage, anyone here treating
me ought to take precaution because they would not
be positive and completely assured that | may not be
a positive carrier of the HIV. So that within the medical
system, from the police to the firemen to the ambulance
services, their training involves around understanding
the risk and protecting and providing services to the
individuals in a fashion and in a manner which will
reduce the risk of transmission to themselves as the
care provider.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, that is applicable to all
forms of diseases, but what | am asking, a very special
question, how do we protect the front-line people who
are going to approach a person who is terminally ill,
that person is infected with the AIDS virus, and that
individual has more chances of contracting the disease,
how do we protect them? Where is the centre’s history
and what is the Minister’s personal view on that?

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Chairman, again, the same answer,
and thatis the dilemma. And | guess probably the great
ethical debate on AIDS centres around this very issue.

The argument that has been put forward, and is
accepted as, | suppose, national and international
wisdom in approach to the AIDS epidemic is that you
have to maintain confidentiality because if you do not
you run the risk of presumably further driving the
epidemic underground. In the hospital system, in the
ambulance system, in the emergency system, one does
not know if the individual so treated is a carrier of the
AIDS virus. Within the hospital environment, once an
individual has developed the symptoms of the disease,
then that knowledge is there and available for the care
providers, but in the instance of an individual who has
simply tested positive to the virus and is asymptomatic,
there is no knowledge, in general, that individual when
going into surgery, may well be an AIDS virus carrier.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, | just wanted to clarify
that on Friday, May 13, 1988, there was an article in
the Press. The Press indicated that the Minister
indicated that quarantine favoured for AIDS patient,
we are talking about homicide is written—Mr. Orchard.
| know later on the Minister corrected that he did not
mean that. | just wanted to have that clarified for the
record: is that the Minister’s approach; is that his view
that the AIDS patient should be quarantined or not?

* (1540)

Mr. Orchard: No, Mr. Chairman, and what was specific
in the questions that were posed that day was that |
believe Alberta was the province and they were
exploring their legislation in the case of the rare
individual who has been identified as a carrier of the
virus who—and that individual will not curtail activities
which would spread the virus in a knowing fashion. Our
legislation allows us to deal with individuals like that.
Other provinces have similar legislation. | believe it was
Alberta, at the time, apparently had no such provisions
in their legislation and they were debating the possibility
of the same. That does not apply to individuals with
AIDS.

However, in the interest of public health, if you have
an individual such as was recently, | believe, arrested
in Nova Scotia, where the individual had AIDS and
continued to carry on a number of relationships in which
he was spreading the AIDS virus knowingly, the Public
Health authorities stepped in and curtailed his activities.
That is the legislation that was being referred to and
that is the legislation that we currently have in Manitoba.

Mr. Cheema: To be more specific here, this is just a
hypothetical example about it. Say a patient with a
terminal case of AIDS and, if the similar situation comes
as in Nova Scotia in Manitoba, does the present
regulation give the Minister or this Government enough
authority to quarantine such a patient for the safety
of the public?

Mr. Orchard: Thatis part of legislation thatis probably
20 years old.

Mr. Cheema: About four weeks ago, | asked a question
to the Minister in this House regarding his views on
hospices for the terminally-ill patient. If the Minister
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would read the Hansard, he probably did not
understand my question or he has maybe a limited
knowledge on hospices. He said that the hospices
segregate patients and they are not a right way of
treating patients. | would like the Minister to let us
know what is his view on the hospices and why not
consider hospices for the terminally-ill patient? A similar
situation has developed in various parts of Canada, to
be more specific in Toronto. The K.C. House was opened
about three or four months ago and that has about
12 beds. That concept works very well because you
keep the patient in their own environment. They are
provided with the treatment as it would be provided
in the hospital. Will the Minister consider such a
program, if need be, in Manitoba?

Mr. Orchard: The key words are “if need be.” | hope
| never have to consider such a program.

Mr. Cheema: If we have a terminally-ill patient and
that means that this system has worked very well in
other parts of the country, why would we not consider
such a program in Manitoba? Could the Minister give
us the reasons why not?

Mr. Orchard: | think my honourable friend answered
his own question in his first question where he said,
“if need be.”

Currently we have, | believe, 12 individuals in
Manitoba who are demonstrating the disease symptoms
of AIDS. Those individuals are not constantly in hospital,
but they are in and out of hospital. At the present time,
that appears to be as reasonable away to provide care
as need be in. Manitoba. We are not talking the
circumstance of numbers like they are in Toronto. That
is why | said in my first answer | hope | never have to
as Minister of Health (Mr. Orchard) approve a hospice
program which would mean that the number of
Manitobans with the symptoms of AIDS requiring
medical attention remains at the 12, and that is even
too high, but | would hope that we do not see an
escalation in demand so that we never have to consider
that as a program option.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, | thank the Minister for
that answer. Could he tell us how many cases have
been tested in Manitoba and what is the target group
to have the test done for AIDS antibody?

Mr. Orchard: In total to date in Manitoba we have had
6,609 Manitobans tested and 177 of those individuals

have tested positive to the AIDS virus. If my honourable-

friend wants the breakdown of the risk group involved,
| can provide that to him and save him asking the
question. In terms of the major risk category of
homosexual, bisexual, there has been 1,554 tests done
and 135 of those have been positive. That means that
135 of the 177 positive diagnosis are homosexual,
bisexual.

In the intravenous drug user, there are 531 individuals
who have been tested to date and some of those may
have been an individual in another risk category, but
only three of the 531 have tested positive. In the
combined group of homosexual, bisexual and
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intravenous drug users, we have had 67 tests to date,
nine of which have been positive. | think one can see
in terms of the sheer numbers that is somewhere around
one-eighth or 14 percent of the homosexual, bisexual,
intravenous drug users have tested positive, whereas
in the homosexual-bisexual community it is 135 out of
1,544 which would be somewhere around 8 percent.
As you combine risk activities, certainly the risk of
infection increases.

In terms of blood and blood product recipients, we
have had 108 individuals tested in Manitoba, 11 of
which have tested positive. Global endemic individuals,
129 tests, five of which have been positive. In the other
category, and | would presume these are Manitobans
who have not particularly associated themselves with
any risk group but simply wished the personal
knowledge, 4,220 tests have been undertaken to date,
14 of which have been positive. The total is 177 positive,
6,609 tests in total. )

(The Acting Chairman, Mrs. Gwen Charles, in the
Chair.) -

Mr. Cheema: Madam Acting Chairperson, could the
Minister tell us what mechanism is in place to follow
these 177 patients. who are positive? To be more
specific, what is the mechanism to follow these patients
if they are moving from one place to another, say, from
Manitoba to Ontario or to Saskatchewan? Is there any
central registry where the names of these patients are
being kept?

Mr. Orchard: Interprovincially there is no ability to
follow those individuals because we do not know who
they are. The identification is by coded number, not
by individual name and address. Only the individual's
physician knows the diagnosis and the individual
themselves.

Mr. Cheema: Madam Acting Chairperson, it is again
an issue which | do not think we will be able to solve
in this House but definitely, if these individuals are
positive, their responsibility towards public health is
also important.

* (1550)

_ My next question is, in Nova Scotia and also in New
Brunswick, they are testing the general population also.
They want to see what is the total positive rate of
antibodies in the general public other than the risk
group. If a similar program could be conducted in
Manitoba just for a comparison study so that we know
at least, other than the risk group, what are the other
areas we could identify.

Mr.. Orchard: My honourable friend gives me
information that | was not aware of in terms of Nova
Scotia and Prince Edward Island. | am informed that
prenatal testing will be undertaken in the province as
part of a national initiative for—I guess it would be an
epidemiological study basis on AIDS.

Mr. Cheema: What is the policy of this administration
to take a blood sample without the knowledge of the
individual just for an AIDS test?
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Mr. Orchard: That procedure is against the law.

Mr. Cheema: What are the programs available for the
patients with hemophilia and their families to educate
them for the prevention of AIDS?

Mr. Orchard: That is, by and large, being done by the
Hemophilia Society.

Mr. Cheema: Who is coordinating those services? At
least, there should be some responsibility from the
Minister’s office also, because how can we prevent the
disease even if we do not have input from the
Department of Health? Can the Minister tell us, is there
not some role by the Department of Communicable
Diseases?

Mr. Orchard: Yes.

Mr. Cheema: | have no further questions on this same
issue, and maybe the Member for Churchill (Mr. Cowan)
would like to ask some questions? -(Interjection)- The
Member for Churchill does not have any question on
the same issue. Maybe the Member for Ellice (Ms. Gray)
would like a question on AIDS before we go to another
topic?

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister indicate, has there been
or is there a firm policy developed for AIDS in regard
to direct service workers within the Department of
Health in regard to guidelines for sanitation, etc., good
methods? Could the Minister indicate, is it mandatory
that these direct service workers use latex gloves or
use a barrier? The Minister mentioned a barrier. Is it
mandatory that a barrier be used with the direct service
workers?

Mr. Orchard: The guidelines that | mentioned to my
honourable friend for Kildonan (Mr. Cheema) earlier on
that are currently being revised are the guidelines used
by the direct service workers, and currently in-servicing
is taking place or is part of, for instance, Home Care
service delivery workers.

In terms of the mandatory use of latex gloves, that
is not mandated across the board by direct service
workers, so | am informed.

Ms.Gray: If direct serviceworkers wish to have access
to those gloves, are they then automatically provided
for them?

Mr. Orchard: They are provided when needed. Do not
ask me thoughwhenyoumake the assessment of when
they are needed.

Ms. Gray: No, my question, would they be provided
if the request came from the direct service worker?

Mr. Orchard: | am informed that they would be provided
if the activity undertaken was considered to be a risk
for which the direct care provider ought to take personal
protection.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister then indicate to us for
home care attendants, and particularly orderlies who

are involved with complex care of individuals in the
community, could the Minister indicate if gloves are
provided in all cases where that care is of an intimate
nature, so as to prevent any type of communicable
disease from spreading?

Mr. Orchard: Madam Acting Chairman, | am informed
that the guidelines are applicable in terms of dealing
with individuals with infectious disease, and the rubber
glove aspect is to be part of their protection and service
provision regime.

Ms. Gray: How does one know if a particular client in
Home Care has an infectious disease necessarily?

Mr. Orchard: | have to relay the information to my
honourable friend, that in communication with the
physician, a client’s status is part of the information,
with the exception | will have to indicate to my
honourable friend, of a positive identification for the
HIV virus which is not mandated to be passed on or
is not passed on, and that the case coordinators make
the service deliverers aware of any circumstance in
client care that would put them at risk. They are to
take the appropriate caution. If my honourable friend
has any examples either now or previously of failure
of case coordinators or their supervisors to do that,
| would appreciate knowing that.

Ms. Gray: | do not think it would be the failure of the
case coordinators or the supervisors. It would be the
failure of the medical information that may or may not
be forthcoming. It would certainly depend on how often
the particular individual or client may have seen his or
her physician. | am sure there are circumstances where
we do not know that individuals in the community or
workers for that matter may have a communicable
disease.

Could the Minister indicate for us, with the direct
service workers that we hire through the provincial
Government, are there any provisions that those
individuals have medical check-ups or are checked for
any communicable diseases, particularly direct service
workers as you oftentimes have in hospital situations?
Do we ask for a medical examination before we hire
those individuals?

Mr. Orchard: No.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister indicate, hasthe feasibility
of asking for medical examinations and a good clean
bill of health before we hire direct service workers, has
that ever been contemplated by the administration of
this department?

Mr.Orchard: Yes, and the decision was made to follow
the same policy as the hospitals.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister tell us what the policy
is for hospitals? Is there a requirement for individuals
who work in personal care homes for any type of
medical examination?

Mr. Orchard: The hospital policy is the same as the
department’s policy. | will have to ask Personal Care
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Ms. Gray: Could the Minister tell us what the HS6
position was and the HS4s? Are those Public Health
nursing positions?

Mr. Orchard: The HS6 was a nursing consultant.

Ms. Gray: The nursing consultant, what branch did
that position belong to?

Mr. Orchard: The Health Promotion Directorate and
the individual’s name was Lynne Kobold-Palser.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister tell us, is that individual
no longer employed with the department?

Mr. Orchard: That is the individual who is going to
take on the regional work.

Ms. Gray: Okay. My understanding of that individual
who actually has done quite a bit of work in regions
and has not always been a nursing consultant at the
directorate level. Now that this person is going to be
assigned to Winnipeg West Central, could the Minister
tell us for those other regions within the province who
have not been given these resources for AIDS
education, how will they deliver any programs in that
area since they have not been given extra resources?

Mr. Orchard: Through the Communicable Disease
Control Directorate directly.

Ms. Gray: |Is the Minister indicating that the
Communicable Disease Control Directorate actually
does service delivery in the regions?

Mr. Orchard: No, not service delivery but consultation
with the groups. If, for instance, let us take a—where
is a region that has not been covered? | think we have
covered them all.

Ms. Gray: Norman, | think.

Mr. Orchard: Norman is not, that is correct. Let us
say that the Norman Region, the local teachers’
association wishes to have in-service and they could
quite comfortably contact the Director of Communicable
Disease Control. Individuals, very professional, because
| have listened to some of their presentations can be
made available, or certainly advice as to who could
put on a seminar would be provided from
Communicable Disease Control.

* (1610)

Ms. Gray: Mr. Chairperson, there is a difference
between consultation services and actually direct
services, and my understanding is that some of these
SYs going to the regions, from what the Minister has
said, will they not actually be doing service delivery in
the area of AIDS education, whereas with the other
regions who do not have these extra resources, they
only have access to consultation services? My question
is, how was the decision made which regions would
receive actual resources for service delivery, and which

other regions would be left out and would only have
available to them consultation services?

Mr. Orchard: Mr. Chairman, these decisions were made
in consultation and discussion with the regions. For
instance, Norman, in terms of their assessment of need,
indicated that they would probably need .3 SY. The
decision was made that we could probably with
adequacy for the short run provide that service, as |
have indicated earlier, through the directorate.

Ms. Gray: Mr. Chairperson, going back to the salaries
where there are seven SYs in the professional area,
would the Minister be able to indicate to us the position
titles of those seven SYs?

Mr. Orchard: One director, one assistant director, five
Public Health nurses, one food protection, nine
administrative support staff, and one Public Health
educator, which is currently vacant.

Ms. Gray: Mr. Chairperson, with these seven SYs, there
is one position that is vacant. With the position that is
vacant, the health educator, what qualifications is this
branch looking for the health educator position that is
vacant? .

Mr. Orchard: The qualifications sought are either a
Master’s or a Bachelor’s in a health-related field.

Ms. Gray: Mr. Chairperson, one of the areas which
Communicable Disease Control deals with is the
Lifesaving Drug Program. | can appreciate the Minister’s
comments that this program is under review. | am
wondering because we receive many calls about
Lifesaving Drug Program, if the Minister could indicate
for us exactly what is the financial criteria that is used
in order to determine if someone is eligible for the
program. | do understand that there is a medical criteria
as well, but | am asking him to tell us what the financial
criteria is.

Mr. Orchard: | am informed that if the individual’'s or
the family’s income is not sufficient to cover their drug
costs that they are eligible under the program.

Ms. Gray: The Minister has indicated if the individuals
are not able to cover their drugs, then they are eligible.
Is there no assessment done as to how individuals have
spent their income and what their income is in order
to determine whether they can afford to buy their drugs?

Mr. Orchard: There is an assessment done in terms
of family income and how that family income is disposed
of in terms of providing for basic living costs and, if
that provision plus the drugs exceeds the disposable
income of that family, then they would be eligible for
the program.

Ms. Gray: When an assessment is done in regard to
how the family income is disposed of, is debt load
taken into consideration; i.e., if families happen to be
in a position where they have accumulated numerous
debts for perhaps a variety of reasons and therefore
have very little cash flow each month, would those
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few years, | think other communicable diseases other
than AIDS, other sexually transmitted diseases have
been put in the background in regard to providing
educational services. Could the Minister indicate, are
there any programs which have been developed through
communicable disease control specifically for education
of the population in regard to sexually transmitted
diseases, particularly for adolescents and school-aged
children?

Mr. Orchard: There is an STD brochure which is
available. As well, there is availability of education and
resource education through the school system in terms
of STDs as well.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister tell us what type of
education and resources specifically are available
through the school system? Is there a curriculum that
is available?

Mr. Orchard: | would feel less than' competent in
answering that, but | do believe Education Estimates
are ongoing right now if my honourable friend wanted
to ask the Minister of Education (Mr. Derkach).

Ms. Gray: Surely the Minister and his four senior staff
must have some idea as to what is going on within the
school system, since our Public Health nurses who are
responsible to the Department of Health obviously work
in the school system on a regular basis. | would think
that your department would want to be informed as
to what actually is available within Education, and
oftentimes we do seesome joint collaboration between
Education and Health. | am wondering, among the five
of you, if someone has information as to what is being
provided in the schools.

Mr. Orchard: This department provides public
education on communicable diseases and preventative
measures by means of pamphlets, seminars,
presentations and campaigns and involvement with the
school health curriculum.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister indicate, does his
department, have they worked with the Education
Department to actually ensure that a component of
communicable disease and STD, that education in that
area is mandatory in the school system?

Mr. Orchard: That s policy of the Minister of Education
(Mr. Derkach) and has been discussed over there at
some length and | believe my honourable friend’'s
colleagues were part of the criticism in terms of
mandatory versus voluntary.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister tell us what his position
is as Minister of Health in regard to whether those
types of education and programs should be mandatory
in the school system?

Mr. Orchard: It would be my hope that all individuals
in Manitoba gain the necessary knowledge to
adequately protect themselves from STDs and from
AIDS, whether that be through the school curriculum
or through personal endeavour to obtain that education.

Ms. Gray: Given that affirmation, could the Minister
then indicate what pro-active steps he, as Minister of
Health, has taken to in fact ensure that does occur
within the school system?

Mr. Orchard: By providing pamphlets, seminars,
presentations and campaigns involved with the school
health curriculum.

* (1630)

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister indicate, is it the Public
Health staff who provide that information in workshops
within the school system, and if that is the case, could
he indicate what approximately—he may not have this
information here—but could he indicate how much time
Public Health staff spend in the school system providing
these types of programs?

Mr. Orchard: It is provided by staff, in consultation
with the teaching staff, and | cannot indicate what
percentage of time might be involved. However, we
might be able to give my honourable friend a rough
guesstimate of that the next time we meet.

Ms. Gray: One of the areas that has been raised by
a number of people in the community is, of course,
immunization for children, and certainly | believe the
Minister has indicated that thereare procedures in place
in regard to the type of information that parents do
receive before their children are immunized, particularly
by our own staff within the Department of Health.

| am wondering if the Minister could indicate for us,
tell us specifically, what protocols or procedures are
in place to ensure that in fact parents are knowledgeable
about the implications and ramifications of the various
immunizations that their children would be receiving
and may be receiving from our Public Health staff.

Mr. Orchard: Information is provided from
Communicable Disease Control to the vaccine provider
and it is the expectation that the provider would pass
that information on to parent and child.

Ms. Gray: When the Minister indicates ‘‘vaccine
provider,” is he including Public Health nurses in that?
And since Public Health nurses are staffed within the
Department of Health, are they given specific protocols
in their manuals, or is there a policy that specifically
outlines what they should be telling parents? Would
the Minister be prepared to table that protocol or that
information?

Mr. Orchard: Yes, yes, and yes, Mr. Chairman.

Ms. Gray: Could the Minister indicate to us, have there
been any reviews or what evaluation mechanisms are
in place to ensure that in fact staff are giving parents
the appropriate and the full information in regard to
immunization?

Mr. Orchard: | am informed that the supervisors in
eachregion areundertaking that and | am led to believe
that job is being carried on as one would expect.
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the past number of years. It seemed that it was being
generally eradicated in areas outside of the reserves
and Metis communities. That does not make it any less
a problem area. As a matter of fact, it probably makes
it more so a problem area because when you have a
disease that confines itself to one particular group within
society in that fashion, you then have some societal
responsibility to ensure that we all have equitable access
to health care and we all have the same sorts of living
conditions and health related supports in place that
would ensure that we can eradicate it in those specific
areas as well, so it becomes a major problem in that
sense.

The questions | have basically for the Minister are
questions that he can take as notice and come back
to me at a later time in the Estimates and perhaps we
can discuss them during his Salary or at another point
in time if we are still on Communicable Diseases and
those statistics become available. | would like the detail
over the past, say, five, ten years in that area.

Mr. Orchard: | think that can be provided on fairly
short notice, but to indicate to my honourable friend,
his first question about the incidence being stable, that
is the case. | can give you five to ten years back; it
has been relatively stable for that many years back.
That seems to be the indication.

There is incidence other than from the Native and
Metis communities but both non-Native, non-Metis
communities, the incidence is stable. There has not
been any rising trend. It has been a stabilized trend,
but we will provide my honourable friend with the
statistics for the last five to ten years so that he has
them.

Mr. Cowan: | appreciate that information. Just to make
the point, there are a number of other questions with
respect to communicable diseases that | would want
to ask over the course of the debate in this particular
area. | do not want there to be any misconception or
any distortion with respect to the fact that | am giving
the floor up now so that the Member for Springfield
(Mr. Roch) can make his comments, because | note
that when | took the floor last he had a number of
questions that he wanted to ask. | assume that we will
be coming back to this section at the next meeting of
the Estimates review for the Department of Health.

| tried, Gilles.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, | want to make it very
clear that when we started the Estimate debate today
| requested the Member for Churchill (Mr. Cowan) that
we are debating the AIDS issue. | think he should have
come back with the questions today, so that we do not
have to go through these questions time and time again.
My questions are going to be very specific and very
short and | do appreciate his concern but we should
debate things right now. There are two Parties that are
debating, we should come with a third Party also so
that you could have your input into a very important
issue.

My question is just one more, on AIDS, there. Is there
any possibility or are there any thoughts from this
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department of creating street-worker positions so that
the communication can be done, say to the prostitutes
or to the other target groups, if there is any specific
positions allocated?

Mr. Orchard: That is what Village Clinic has essentially
been doing. :

Mr. Cheema: | believe what you said, but | am annoyed.

Mr. Cowan: | have one quick point and then | will yield
the floor to the Member for Springfield (Mr. Roch) again.

So let the record be clear. | think it is important that
these things be worked out as they become problems.
| particularly resent the comments from the Member
for Ellice (Ms. Gray), which | think started this whole
round of discussion off and | believe they were uncalled
for.

In the debate on the Branch of Communicable
Diseases, the Member for Kildonan (Mr. Cheema)
indicated to me that he had a number of questions
that he wanted to ask today. | said fine, go ahead. |
do not think that it is necessarily appropriate for him
to suggest, when the other Opposition Party should
ask their questions, quite frankly. | indicated to him
today that | did have a number of questions on AIDS
but | wanted to review what was said by the Minister
in the Hansard which is an opportunity that is available
to all of us before bringing those questions forward to
the House so that | do not have to cover ground which
had already been covered today. That was so that the
Estimates would move along as quickly as possible: |
do not want to be asking the same questions that they
were asking. The Member for Fort Rouge will know
that he and | were involved in the discussion on House
Business for some time while those questions were
being asked.

There would have been a possibility had | stood up
today that | would have covered ground that had already
been covered. | did not want to do that, so | want the
record to be very clear. | certainly resent the distortion
and the suggestion that in any way we were waffling
on the part of the Member for Ellice (Ms. Gray). What
we were trying to do is allow her an opportunity to
complete a train of questioning and then we would
stand up and ask our questions. That is the way we
have ftried to proceed throughout this particular debate.

| do reinforce the fact, however, that time is limited
and that we need to discuss the more generic, global
issues in the debate. That is why this particular forum
is called the Estimates Debate and not the Estimates
Classroom. That is why it is called a discussion rather
than a learning process. | appreciate the fact that some
people want to use it for a learning process, but | just
wish that they would acknowledge while they are doing
that, that in fact there is a time limit which constrains
all of us. We will debate the major issues and the global
issues, and if it takes us a half hour to make our point,
we will take a half hour to make our point, because
we believe issues such as free trade and other issues
which we debated the other day are important issues
which the public should want to hear us out on.

We also believe that there comes a time when the
Liberal Party will have to stand up and say what it
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meant when it talked about meal charges during the
campaign and charges of that sort. There is a time
when the Minister will have to stand up and defend
his answers. There is a time when we have to stand
up and defend that which we did or did not do. That
is the forum in-which we operate. That is the benefit
of this forum to the public in that they can get a look
at the Parties and what they have to offer and make
a realistic rational decision on the basis of what they
see.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please.

Mr. Cheema: | just want to clarify, for the Member for
Churchill (Mr. Cowan), that he indicated to me from
the beginning that he wanted to ask some questions
and to answer to his question that he wanted to evade
the issue. | am not imposing on him any of my ideas,
but as we were discussing the things, | just wanted to
make clear. But it is up to him to do whatever he wants
to, go ahead, but certainly -(Interjection)- That is fine,
that is up to the Member for Churchill.

Mr. Chairman: Order. | would ask all Honourable
Members to direct their comments perhaps more
particularly to the department of which we are
considering the Estimates.

*+ (1650)

Mr. Roch: Maybe after this interesting debate, these
questions might not sound important, but they are
important to the people involved.

Mr. Chairman: Order, please.

Mr. Roch: The question | have here, it is a reoccuring
problem in the schools and it has to do with head lice.
| guess it has been happening since almost time
immemorial. It falls, | understand, under the jurisdiction
of the public nurses within the school system. | was
wondering what is being done to try and get the problem
under control.

Although | have had complaints specifically in my
constituency and in doing some checking, | found out
that it has been happening in various schools throughout
the province, both in the public and private schools.

Mr. Orchard: The Public Health nurses are involved
with the school divisions in an advocacy role. | can
send my honourable friend an information package
which would give him the protocol.

Mr. Roch: | thank the Minister for that answer and |
would certainly appreciate getting that. Apparently, in
some cases, special shampoos have been given out,
in some schools anyways, until the supplies have run
out in some cases. The cost to some people—it is
about $35 for this particular type of shampoo. For some,
after a while it gets quite expensive, especially if they
come from a clean environment and they have to go
back. They send their kids back to school and they
come back and the whole problem is there. If | could
get that information, | would certainly appreciate it.

Mr. Chairman: s it the will of the section to pass this
item? ’

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister tell 'u's, on the
Lifesaving Drug Program, what are the drugs available
and what is the cost per drug?

Mr. Orchard: The Lifesaving Drug Program is costing
$878,000 for—here we are, $924,000 in total for the
lifesaving drugs. Now, some of the drugs under the
program are: for respiratory problems, ventolin and
theodur; for cardiac problems, capropril and other ACE
inhibitors, timolol and other Beta blockers, inderal,
calcium channel blockers like diltiazem and
niphedimine; for epilepsy, we have carbamezepine,
valproic acid—| hope you are writing down the chemical
formulas—dilantin; for gastrointestinal problems, we
have asacol, cimetidine—you make a funny T. This is
not typed and some of the obvious problems that occur
from time to time in our education system are apparent
in this printing. For cancer, we have chlorambucil,
tamoxifen, azathioprine; for cystic fibrosis, we have
antibiotics, cotazyme and other pancreatic enzymes;
for bleeding disorders, we have DDAVP and disferal.

Mr. Cheema: What is the criteria for selecting of
patients for these lifesaving drugs? *

Mr. Orchard: | am sorry, | missed that question.

Mr. Cheema: | said, what are the criteria for using
these special patients for these lifesaving drugs as far
as financial things are concerned? Can the Minister
explain to us in more detail, what are the financial
criteria and who makes the final decision?

Mr. Orchard: They face the same criteria that | gave
to my honourable friend yesterday and to his honourable
colleague today.

Mr. Cheema: Could the Minister indicate who makes
the final decision? Can he please indicate to us again
who makes the final decision?

Mr. Orchard: The ultimate decision is made by the
director.

Mr. Cheema: Is there any input from the patients’
advocacy groups? Is there an input from the personal
physician? Is there an input from the other community
organizations to decide which patient gets the lifesaving
drugs?

Mr. Orchard: The need is identified by the physician.

Mr. Cheema: Mr. Chairperson, would the Minister
indicate to us the other reportable communicable
diseases and their incidence, if there is a major change
in the incidence from last year?

Mr. Orchard: The actual cases of gonorrhea in 1987
were 2,847. That is declining by approximately 200 per
year, and we are projecting 2,641 cases for this year.
Last year, the reported cases of infectious syphilis was
15. That was down substantially from 51 in 1986, and
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one, which is selling power for a certain amount,
Manitoba tendering. When it comes to MTS, it was an
agreement made with some of the companies that 65
percent of all the tendering should be with Manitoba
firms, that the tendering process with any company
outside of Manitoba that they would not qualify. Sixty-
five percent of all the tendering had to be Manitoba,
35 percent which is the the balance of it, if the 35
percent was within 5 percent, it still would also go to
Manitoba. So that leaves basically that you are
tendering with whom? With whom are you tendering?
When you send out a tender and there is one company
in the Province of Manitoba that is building the product,
basically with whom are you tendering? That makes a
mockery out of the tendering system, Mr. Speaker.

| feel that this Bill, the way it has been presented in
the House, actually flies in the face of the previous
administration’s total management that they have put
in place in the past seven years while they were in
Government. Their agreements, their tendering, the
payroll tax, different things, it did not allow free true
competition in the first place. Here they want to bring
forward a Bill which will only allow power to be sold
if you can recover the full cost of the corporation of
supplying the power as provided under section so and
so, whatever.

| believe that we on this side of the House in
Government today will react. We have been questioning
their motives when they were in Government. Today,
| believe, when we will be dealing and the Minister of
Energy and Mines (Mr. Neufeld) has indicated and he
has put on the record also how he is reacting to these
negotiations with the companies and also in respect
to the smelter, if we would be able to get to it to the
Province of Manitoba that, No. 1, the mandate of
Manitoba Hydro would be to supply the cheapest power
rate for the people in the Province of Manitoba, the
citizens, the aged and so forth. Mr. Speaker, | believe
that if the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie), actually
what he should do today, he should withdraw this Bill
because it flies in the total face of their administration
of the previous seven years. | think if he does not
withdraw it, well naturally it is on the record the way
it is here today and | think he will have to live with it
by all means. Hopefully, we will be able to convey that
to the people of the Province of Manitoba what an
irresponsible Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) he is
possibly, and we can with that indicate to the people
in the Province of Manitoba that we are concerned that
they shall, through Manitoba Hydro, through that
corporation, we want to strengthen their mandate and
allow them to operate with least Government
intervention and bring hydro to the people of the
Province of Manitoba at the cheapest rate possible.
Thank you.

* (1720)
Mr. Speaker: Is the House ready for the question?
The question before the House is—the Honourable

Attorney-General.

Hon. James McCrae (Attorney-General): | rise this
afternoon to participate in the debate on Bill No. 13.

As | rise, | note guffaws coming from the Honourable
Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie), which is typical of
his handling of the whole free trade issue from start
to finish, a political issue, pure and simple to that
Honourable Member, nothing to do with what is good
for the people of Manitoba, bad for the people of
Manitoba, or any other, just a great opportunity for the
Honourable Member to take up the time of this House
listening to his diatribes and tirades about free trade
in an attempt to—I should not say in an attempt, but
leaving the impression in people’s minds that there is
something to fear.

That is precisely why | rise in the debate, Mr. Speaker,
because | believe Honourable Members are discussing
these matters relating to free trade at a very important
time in the history of this country. So in a perverted
kind of way, the Honourable Member is doing a service
by bringing forward this Bill and giving Honourable
Members in this Chamber an opportunity to debate
something fundamentally important, not only to
Manitobans but to all Canadians. | am sure all
Honourable Members on both sides of the House and
on both sides of the issue welcome the opportunity to
discuss a matter so fundamental.

It is interesting to me when | hear comments from
day to day from some Honourable Members who find
themselves, for whatever reason, in opposition to the
Free Trade Agreement entered into between the
Government of Canada, or the Prime Minister of Canada
and the Government of the United States. It is passing
strange to me when | hear so many Honourable
Members say that what we are doing is we are selling
out to the United States and that the United States
benefits from the Free Trade Agreement and Canada
loses.

We have just been through about a year or more of
campaigning for a federal presidential election in the
United States of America and | wonder, since the
administration supported by Vice-President Bush, since
that administration is the administration that is
supposed to benefit so much from this free trade deal,
| wonder why we have heard so little of the Free Trade
Agreement between Canada and the United States in
the presidential election campaign in the United States.
Honourable Members opposite say that the Free Trade
Agreement is such a boon to the United States so that
they can take advantage of our country and rape and
pillage our people. How come we have not heard
anything about that from the presidential candidates
in regard to the Free Trade Agreement?

Honourable Members opposite also take the
opportunity in any free trade debate to suggest that
the health care programs that we Canadians have come
to expect and we feel we deserve, that somehow those
health care programs are in jeopardy. Well, | think it
is fair to suggest that one Mr. Tommy Douglas had a
fair input into the birth of the Medicare system that
we have in this country. So too, Mr. Speaker, did one
Emmett Hall. Emmett Hall has spoken out rather clearly
about that particular aspect of the Free Trade
Agreement in recent days, making it crystal clear that
in no way will the health care of Canadians be in any
way jeopardized by the Free Trade Agreement.

2945



Tuesday, November 8, 1988

We can go through chapter and verse of the various
aspects of the Free Trade Agreement that Honourable
Membersoppositeare complaining about and wringing
their hands about and, in each case, Honourable
Members opposite are unable to make the case in any
empirical way that would back up their statements.

So, Mr. Speaker, because of all of that, Honourable
Members bring in a Bill such as the Bill as we have
before us in the name of the Honourable Member for
Flin Flon (Mr. Storie), which somehow is supposed to
protect Manitobans from the ravages of the Free Trade
Agreement which even Honourable Members in his
Party recognize will have a positive effect on
employment in Manitoba, will have a positive effect on
consumer prices in Manitoba, will have a positive effect
on the price of those consumer goods in Manitoba.
These same Honourable Members then find some
reason, because they cannot find any good reason to
oppose the trade deal, they find some other reasons
to oppose it.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please; order, please.

The Honourable Attorney-General (Mr. McCrae) has
the floor and | am sure, if Honourable Members would
like to carry on with their private conversations, there
is ample room out in the hallways. | am sure Honourable
Members like to hear.

Mr. McCrae: Mr. Speaker, | suppose the other tactic
is to attempt to drown out those Members of the
Legislature who find themselves to be supportive of
an—

An Honourable Member: Shame!

Mr. McCrae: —initiative which will bring thousands of
person years of employment to our province.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Jerry Storie (Flin Flon): On a point of order, Mr.
Speaker. | am trying to hear the Member’s comments
and | want to for the record indicate to the Attorney-
General (Mr. McCrae) that it was his own caucus
Members who were creating the ruckus behind him,
not Members on this side. My point of order, Mr.
Speaker, is that there is a question of relevance that
has to be raised and the Attorney-General (Mr. McCrae)
has obviously not read the Bill.

Some Honourable Members: Oh, oh!

Mr. Speaker: Order, please.

Mr. Storie: He is entering a debate which is not
germane to Bill 13 and | would ask him to be called

to order.

Mr. Speaker: Order, please. The Honourable Minister
of Urban Affairs, on the same point of order.

Hon. Gerald Ducharme (Minister of Urban Affairs):
Mr. Speaker, | have been sitting here directly behind
the Attorney-General (Mr. McCrae), and it is because

of the Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) that | could
not hear what he was saying.

Mr. Speaker: Order, pl ; order, pl Honourable
Members do not have a point of order. | raised this
matter myself because there were Members on both
sides of the House who were carrying on with their
private conversations, neither one side nor the other.

Mr. McCrae: Sir, | appreciate your support and the
support of the Honourable Minister of Housing (Mr.
Ducharme) for an orderly House. | think that is probably
the best way to have a debate like this but for some
reason some Honourable Members opposite, certainly
the ones over in the far north end of the Chamber,
tend to want to disrupt the debate. At least, the Liberals
in our Chamber are polite enough to sit and listen and
| am hoping that they will actually learn something from
what they hear in this debate. Up until now, the evidence
is there, they have a lot to learn.

While | do not set myself up as a member of the
teaching profession like the Honourable Member for
Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) or the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition (Mrs. Carstairs), | do feel that | too have
something to say and | would like it, if not heard by
Honourable Members, at least be recorded in Hansard.
Some of the noise that comes from the opposite side
has a tendency sometimes to drown out what might
be coming through the microphones.

| stand today to make a plea on behalf of the people
of Brandon, if not all of the people of Manitoba, to the
Honourable Member directly. | make a plea to him not
to provoke actions on the part of the electorate or of
a Government in this province which will deny the right
of the people of Brandon to see further orderly
development of their community.

It is very disturbing to me when | see a representative
of the labour movement, for instance, in Brandon, an
old friend of mine from my City Council days, but to
make reference to three specific corporations in our
city which he suggests will be adversely affected and
the employment at those plants adversely affected, that
is troubling. It is refreshing the next day to read in the
paper a complete repudiation by the general managers
of all three corporations as to what this particular labour
leader had to say.

That does tend to cheer one up somewhat, but
sometimes the damage is done by making the
allegations in the first place. Honourable Members
opposite know that. Very often, you do not have to
substantiate allegations, just scare the witsout of people
and you can get the point across. | see the Honourable
Member for Flin Flon (Mr. Storie) nodding his head in
agreement. That does seem to be what the tactic of
Honourable Members opposite is when it comes to
matters related to the Free Trade Agreement.

Mr. Speaker, early on in the debate, | suppose about
a year ago, | took the trouble of learning everything
that ! could about the Free Trade Agreement and making
decisions on my own based on analysis done. The
Honourable Members opposite keep finding some way
to raise issues that have been long since taken care
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of, long since dismissed by those who are in better
positions than myself or Honourable Members opposite
to make judgments about the Free Trade Agreement.

| can refer for instance to Behlen Industries in the
City of Brandon which is in the business of
manufacturing. | can refer to the company that | referred
to late in the last Session just previous to the demise
of the previous Government, relating to Brandon
Manufacturing, and how the product manufactured by
that company is subject to a very large tariff.

*+ (1730)

In order for them to do any orderly development of
market for their product, a reduced tariff between
Canada and the United States would be a natural thing
to do and a natural market to pursue when we consider
that a lot of the present manufacturing capacity is sent
down east to Ontario, which is good. | appreciate seeing
that kind of business happen. But a very natural flow
of goods, were there to be a freer form of trade between
our two nations, would be south of the border where
thereis a very large market for the type of goods created
in the City of Brandon.

Let us not forget, we are talking medium-sized
businesses when we are talking about business in
Brandon. We are not talking big business. We are not
talking raping and pillaging the resources of our country.
We are talking about putting people to work. That is
one of the reasons | got into politics was to attempt
to help the people in my community and to help in the
orderly development of my community. If | am going
to believe anyone when it comes right down to the
credibility of the whole issue, if | am going to agree
with anybody about which way to go, and if jobs are
an important factor in deciding about the merits of the
Free Trade Agreement, | would far sooner believe a
Prime Minister whose Government has presided over
a country which has created a thousand jobs a day
since it came into office in 1984, far sooner than | would
want to believe a Party Leader of a Party which formed
a Government under which Canadians saw 20 percent
interest rates, under which Canadians saw double-digit
inflation and economic woes of every description in
this country.

Just the mere suggestion that that particular Party
might become the Government of Canada has sent out
some shock waves and wakened people up. Maybe
that is a good thing that happened, because with a
few weeks to go or two weeks to go before election
day when Canadians have to make that all-important
decision, maybe some of those indicators will be
indication enough to some Canadians that, hey, maybe
there is something there to protect. It is not health care
because health care is protected. It is not our cultural
industries because they are protected.

What is there to protect is the trade that we now
have with the United States. Some people say that the
United States is the wrong country to be trading with.
Those people belong to the same Party as our
Honourable Members opposite in the Liberal Party that
said, oh, let us pursue another economic link—I think
they called it—or some other option over in Europe.

Well, for Heaven’s sake, Mr. Trudeau tried to do that;
at least he said he tried. Maybe he did not try but |
assume he did. He failed miserably in that attempt; he
failed. Now his Party, those who come after him say
forget about the U_S. option, try this European option,
the one we tried, the one we failed so miserably to
create for Canadians, or to develop for Canadians, so
that people could be put to work. No, let us try that
one again.

| would rather go with something which demonstrably
works, which demonstrably will work. Nobody on the
opposite side is going to say that there is a net loss
in employment in this country. If they have, | have not
heard it yet. Maybe they are going to start saying that
next. They have not said it so far. If they want to start
saying it now, let them. But they cannot; they know
they cannot. There is a net gain of employment for
Canadians. Honourable Members opposite in both
Parties recognize that there is a net change in terms
of consumer prices, a change for the better for
consumers. | see Members opposite in business, in the
business of creating goods for sale to consumers.

They want to make those goods available to our
friends south of the border to help create work on this
side of the border, just as much as we would like to
have a better supply, a better variety of goods to choose
from. Canadians deserve that, too. They deserve the
things that they have, they deserve the social programs
they have, they also deserve to have a Government
which is willing to move forward into the future to pursue
an option which is demonstrably better than what we
have today, No. 1, but also serves to preserve what
we already have. Now, if we are talking fear campaigns,
we certainly had plenty of it. This Bill is an excellent
example of the fear campaign that has been going on.
| think many people will admit that it is easier to spread
the negative and to make the negative believed than
it is the positive.

| remember for many years, working in the House
of Commons, listening to those Liberal Members on
the Government side in those days, telling us in the
Conservative Party, you should not be talking about
these 20 percentinterestrates because there are some
good things going on, too. Fair comment, | agree, fair
comment. But Honourable Members opposite have not
been very open when it comes to discussing the positive
elements of the Free Trade Agreement.

If we can do anything in this debate on Bill 13 or
anything in the debate on. Bill 20 or at any other
opportunity in the next little while to attempt to show
to the people of this country that there is no boogeyman
out there, that what we are looking at is a vision into
the future and the protection of what we have into the
future for our children and our grandchildren so that
they can stay home in their communities like Brandon
rather than have to come to Winnipeg to find their work
or even head to Ontario. It is not so terrible to go to
Ontario or to Winnipeg, but why do you have to? Would
it not be nice to stay in our communities, in our province
and raise our children where we want to raise them?
| am telling you, Mr. Speaker, the Free Trade Agreement
provides a better opportunity for that in the future than
what we have today.
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and this province, Mr. Deputy Speaker, spreading
innuendo and falsehoods about this particular
.agreement, and we know the Member for Springfield
knows that those are falsehoods, their actions are being
heard. It is actions like theirs that have resulted in the
further fall of our dollar. It is actions like theirs that
are going to result in an increased interest rate. It is
actions like theirs that are going to hurt our young
families and our business communities. It is about time
they took this whole business seriously instead of
making it into one big political act.

We have heard the Members of the Liberal Party,
particularly the Leader of the Liberal Party nationally,
Mr. Turner. We have heard their candidate in St.
Boniface, Mr. Duhamel, talk about finding other trading
options, not putting all our eggs in one basket. All
Members of this House, | am sure, get this little circular
from the Canada-Japan Trade Council. | do not know
how many Members in the Liberal Party have actually
read it. Let me quote and read into the record of this
House this very important fact. It is talking about a
study that looks at Japanese direct investment in
Canada. Let me quote for you: ‘““The good news for
Canada is that there has been a major change in
Japanese attitudes and perceptions towards investing
in Canada.” The report notes: ‘‘Many of those
interviewed expressed considerable satisfaction that
FIRA had been dissolved and commented on the good
work being done by Investment Canada. Interviewees
also focused on the importance of assured access,”
| underline, Mr. Deputy Speaker, assured access, “to
the U.S. market from Canada. And in the context of
the Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement, it is of
particular interest.”

A Japanese bank is quoted in the report as saying
that the Canada-United States Free Trade Agreement
is very important to Japanese investors who view North
America as one market. If the Free Trade Agreement
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goes ahead, it will enhance the attractiveness of Canada
as a place to invest. A research institute remarked,
‘‘The Free Trade Agreement will have a positive impact
and, because of cost advantage, Canada may attract
some Japanese manufacturing investment to serve the
entire North American market.” So much for the third
option. So much for not putting our eggs in one basket.
If the Members across the way, particularly their Finance
critic, would read this piece of information, he should
be out on the hustings campaigning for free trade
instead of against it.

Now | realize my time is drawing near, but there is
one comment | would like to make before the day runs
out. Maybe there is a reason why the Liberal Party is
playing this game, obviously to win a federal election.
This particular article was pointed out to me by my
friend, the Member for Eimwood (Mr. Maloway). It is
an article that appeared in the Winnipeg Sun:
‘““Bourassa Predicts Grit Flip-flop.”

The Liberals know, the Member for St. Vital (Mr. Rose)
knows, in their heart of hearts that this agreement is
good for Canada, but they refuse to say it now for
cheap political reasons. How disgusting! | challenge the
Members opposite, particularly the Member for St. Vital,
to get up in this House and tell us that this agreement,
that free trade is not good for Canada.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Order, please. When next this
matter is under debate, the Honourable Member for
Lac du Bonnet (Mr. Praznik) will have seven minutes
remaining. This matter is standing in the name of the
Honourable Attorney-General (Mr. McCrae). Is there
leave for this Bill to stand in the name of the Honourable
Attorney-General? (Agreed)

The hour being 6 p.m., this House is now adjourned
and stands adjourned until 1:30 p.m. tomorrow
afternoon (Wednesday).





