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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Tuesday, 14 December, 1 982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. J. Walding: Presenting Peti­
tion s  R eading a n d  R eceivin g  Petition s  . . .  
P re s e n t i n g  R e p o rt s  by S t a n d i n g  a n d  S pecial  
Committees . .  

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS AND TABLING 
OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern 
Affairs. 

HON. J.  COWAN: Yes, M r. Speaker, I 'd like to make a 
statement concerning the accident at the CPR mar­
shalling yards last night. I have copies for the house. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister. 

HON. J.  COWAN: Thank you,  M r. Speaker. As I 'm 
sure most  members of this  H ouse are now well aware, 
at just after 6:00 p .m .  last night a massive explosion 
rocked the nort h  end of our city when a propane 
tanker car exploded after being struc k  by six runaway 
locomotives in the CPR marshaling yards between the 
Arlington Street bridge and the McPhillips underpass. 

The force of the explosion was heard as far away as 
C harleswood and St. Vital, and the resulting fireball 
was seen from miles around the city. 

I 'm sure that my colleagues of this House and others 
have been actively following the reports of this inci­
dent and are aware of the fact that there were, thank­
fully, n o  serious injuries associated with the collision 
of the locomotives and the propane tanker. I have 
been informed by my staff that a limited evacuation 
was carried out following this explosion and this eva­
cuation involved approximately 1 50 people who were 
at a local bingo hall which is in close proximity to the 
marshallin g  yards. 

I want to inform the H ouse that officials of the 
Environmental M anagement Division and the Work­
place Safety and Health Division of my department 
responded to the incident immediately on being n oti­
fied and we had staff on the scene by 6:35 p .m .  The 
Manitoba Emergency Measures Organization was 
also contacted about the accident and were kept fully 
informed by my department. Our staff remained u pon 
the scene u ntil approximately 5:30 a.m. this morning 
when railway crews had completed the task of remov­
ing the remaining empty propane tanker cars away 
from the scene of the accident. 

Many serious questions remain u nanswered about 
last night's incident. For example, how did six massive 
diesel locomotives come to be runaways in the tight 
confines of a marshalling yard? As I mentioned ear­
lier, thankfully there were no serious injuries involved, 
but I think we all have to ask ourselves, will we be so 
lucky the next time around? 

I will refrain from drawing any would-be scenario as 
to what could have occurred last night but I am sure 
most mem bers of this House, indeed all members of 

this House, would agree that our  city came far too 
close last night to a major catastrophe. 

! would like to inform the H ouse that I have for­
warded a telegram this afternoon off to the Federal 
Minister of Transport, the Honou rable Jean-Luc Pepin, 
requesting that a full p ublic inquiry be held as soon as 
possible by the Canadian Transport Commission .  I 
have consulted with my Cabinet colleagues, and in 
particular the Minister of U rban Affairs, and we are 
requesting that the CTC conduct an immediate public 
inquiry into the causes of and the circumstances con­
nected with last night's accident and also that the 
terms of reference for the inquiry specifically include 
an  examination of all aspects of the operation of the 
CPR marshalling yards and mainline rail traffic through 
the City of Winnipeg, which are deemed likely to 
cause accidents and present a threat to life or prop­
erty in proximity to the railway; and recommendations 
with request to measures which may be taken to pre­
vent or reduce the adverse effects of such accidents, 
including, but n ot limited to the relocation of the yards 
and possibly the mainline from the centre of the City 
of Winnipeg. 

Our Government has been on record as supporting 
rail relocation and last night's accident serves to high­
lig ht the fact that this m ust occur  for the p ublic's 
safety. My colleague, the Minister of U rban Affairs, 
has reiterated to the City of Winnipeg our  position 
respecting rail relocation. 

M r. Speaker, without attempting to infringe u po n  
my colleague's responsibilities, I would like to read 
verbatim a part of his October 27, 1 982 letter to M ayor 
Norrie, regarding Plan Winnipeg. 

Recommendation Thirteen in the letter reads as 
follows: 

"The province recommends that a section be inserted 
in Section 48( 1 )  - Maintenance of Existing Streets 
-Streets and Transportation - in the By-law 2960/81 , 
stating that the city, in cooperation with the Province 
of Manitoba, the Government of Canada and the CPR 
shall endeavou r  to negotiate the relocation of the CPR 
marshalling yards and possibly the mainline in order 

·to minimize the cost of associated g rade separations, 
open up inner city land for redevelopment, and reduce 
the health and safety hazards associated with the yard 
operations." 

2 1 1  

M r. Speaker, I 'd like to conclude by  saying that last 
night's incident was the second such accident in the 
last two years and,  as a Provincial Government, we are 
convinced that action must be u ndertaken imme­
diately with both the Federal Government and the City 
of Winnipeg to resolve the issues of potential hazards 
which may be associated with the handling of dan­
gerous o r  hazardous goods at the CPR marshalling 
yards. 

With my statement which is being distributed, M r. 
Speaker, I have included copies of a telegram which 
has gone off to the Honourable Jean Luc Pepin 
respecting this accident and requesting for that spe­
cific inquiry. I am informed that staff have had discus­
sions with the City of Winnipeg staff, or are in the 
process of those discussions at  the present time to 
inform them of our  request; and I have a call in to 
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Mayor Norrie and will be informing him of this specific 
request as soon as he returns that call. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member forTuxedo. 

MR. G. FILMON: Thank you, M r. Speaker. We on this 
side of the H ouse are pleased to receive this imme­
diate report from the Minister on the unfortunate inci­
dent. Obviously there is a g reat deal of concern that 
has been expressed both in media coverage and 
reports during the past number of hours since the 
incident occu rred yesterday. We are happy ,  as the 
Minister has indicated, that there was n o  serious 
injury or health hazard that occurred as a result of that 
accident or that incident yesterday. 

We would hope that the very thorough investigation 
he h as called for. when it is carried through,  will look 
into the circumstances surrounding the incident 
because I u nderstand that sabotage has not been 
ruled out, or a deliberate attempt to create this inci­
dent has not been ruled out by the powers that be and,  
obviously, that's a matter that  we're all concerned for 
and we hope will be looked into very thoroughly. 

Mr. Speaker, the Minister has indicated a variety of 
different things in his announcement and his review of 
this matter, but one of the things he hasn't indicated I 
believe that should be said is, of course, the q uestion 
that is brought  up about the wisdom of this Govern­
ment requesting a larger residential component in the 
Logan Avenue area of the Core A rea Plan .  The fact 
that now more people are going to potentially be put 
in, o r  be kept in,  close proximity to a situation where 
an  industrial accident or an  incident of this nature that 
poses risks and hazards to the people living in the area 
would occur. So, obviously we hope that the Govern­
ment, who has seen fit to back that particular position 
in the Core A rea Agreement, will look into that matter. 

As well, M r. Speaker, in taking a position on behalf 
of rail relocation or in favou r  of rail relocation, ( 1 )  I 
might indicate that it certainly has not been disagreed 
with on this side, or in fact by many people on city 
council. that the Government ought to also be pre­
pared to take a position in favour of a new location .  
O n e  of t h e  g reatest weaknesses w e  h a d  with the 
former NOP Administration in the past was when the 
topic of rail relocation came forward and a decision 
was require. They were not, for some unknown rea­
son, prepared to back a particular area as being the 
new site for the mainline and the marshalling yards, 
because it involved seats that were held politically by 
that particular party. So, obviously, if they're going to 
just simply take the position with the Federal Govern­
ment. yes. we favour rail relocation - that's a little like 
motherhood and apple pie. U nless they're prepared, 
M r. Speaker, to say where they will back the relocation 
to exist, then I don't think that their commitment to rail 
relocation is a very strong one or one that's worthy of 
too m uch support by anyone in this province. 

Mr. S peaker. we believe there is obviously a need to 
perhaps beef up secu rity to ensure that something of 
this nature that may have happened as a result of 
deliberate attempts, or deliberate action o n  the part of 
somebody, should not be able to happen again in 
future. We hope that when the Minister and his 
Government are considering all these matters they 
will, of cou rse, also consider the costs and who is 
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g oing to be paying for all of the various things that 
should be done. We're obviously dealing with ideal 
situations here and I would hope that the Minister, in 
looking for the ideal solution to this matter, is pre­
pared to take a stand on the payment for the reloca­
tion and the relocation area itself so that we have a 
meaningful commitment instead of just words. 

Thank you, M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General. 

HON. R. PENNER: Mr. Speaker, first of all, I beg leave 
to file the Fifty-ninth Annual Report of the M anitoba 
Liquor Control Commission for the Fiscal Year April 1 ,  
1 981  to March 31 , 1 982. Copies will be distributed to 
members of the House. 

RETURN TO ORDER NOS. 2, 3, 4 and 5 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rable the Attorney­
General. 

HON. R. PENNER: Thank you, M r. Speaker. I beg 
leave to file the Return to Orders of the H ouse, Nos. 2, 
3 ,  4 and 5, dated April 5, 1 982; all of them, I believe, 
requested by the Honourable Member for St N orbert. 
I ' m  filing with the Clerk a single copy; the remainder 
takes three large boxes and several hund red hours of 
person years to file routine information. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: M r. Speaker, I'd like to table 
the Annual Report of the M anitoba Lotteries and 
Games Control Commission for the year 1 981 and 
1 982. I apologize, I don't have enough copies at this 
time but I 'll bring enough copies for all the members 
tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of M otion 
of Bills . 

. I ntroduction 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach Oral Question period, 
may I direct the attention of honourable members to 
the gallery where we have 40 students of G rade 1 1  
standing from the Tech Voc High School under the 
direction of M r. John D urham. The school is located in 
the constituency of the H onourable Minister of Natu­
ral Resources. 

There are 50 students of G rade 1 1  standing from the 
W.C . Miller Collegiate u nder the direction of Mr .  
Henry Schellenberg and Mr.  Al Schmidt. The school is 
in the constituency of the Honou rable Member for 
R hineland. 

There are 39 senior citizens from Baldur  present 
under the direction of M rs. Doris Stone. The visitors 
are from the constituency of the Honourable Member 
for Turtle Mountain. 

There are 20 students of G rade 1 1  standing from the 
Mennonite Collegiate I nstitute u nder the direction of 
M r. Peter Voth. They are from the constituency of the 
Honourable Member for R hineland. 

On behalf of all the members, I welcome you here 
this afternoon. 
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ORAL QUESTIONS 

McKenzie Seeds - wage settlement 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Leader of the 
Opposit ion.  

HON. S. LYON: I have a question for the M i n i ster 
responsible for McKenzie Seeds but I can d i rect it, Mr .  
Speaker, to the F i rst M i n ister i n  the absence of the 
proper M i n ister. Can the F i rst M i n ister confirm that 
McKenzie Seeds, a Crown corporat ion,  has nego­
t iated a settlement with its workers for a two-year 
agreement call ing for a 13 percent wage i ncrease i n  
the f i rst year a n d  a 1 0  t o  1 2  percent wage i ncrease i n  
the second year? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker. I 'll have to take that 
question as notice. I 've only heard the news reports. 

HON. S. LYON: Well, I 'm wondering ,  Mr. S peaker, i f  
the  M i n ister of Economic Development could perhaps 
ind icate to the House whether the news - the widely­
carried news report to that effect yesterday - is, in fact, 
true. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Economic 
Development. 

HON. M. SMITH: M r. Speaker, I also would like to 
take that q uest ion as notice, but I do draw the atten­
t ion of the Leader o pposite that when we're dealing 
with wage negotiations we are always will ing to look 
at the h istorical pattern of wages, how they compare 
w ith other people doing s imilar work and that we don't 
believe there is any s imple formula to apply when 
you're engaging i n  good-faith collective bargain ing.  

Letter re wage ceiling 

HONS. S. LYON: Well, M r. Speaker, a question to the 
F i rst M i n ister. ls i t  a fact that the F i rst M in ister has sent 
a letter to mun ic ipalities, to u niversities, to hospitals 
suggestin g  that there be a ceilin g  of 9 percent on wage 
settlements and if that i s  the case, has he not also sent 
a s imilar letter to C rown corporat ions,  i nclu d i ng pre­
sumably McKenzie Seeds, ask i n g  that settlements for 
salaries for all C rown corporat ions fall w i th in  those 
that are being recommended for hospitals, u n iversi­
ties and for m u nic ipalities? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, the letter was for­
warded to all agencies and comm issions of govern­
ment, and that would i nclude M cKenzie Seeds. I t's my 
u nderstand ing  that the agreement is retroactive to the 
m iddle of th is  year. Again ,  I cannot comment i n  
respect t o  the specifics of the agreement u nt il  I 've had 
access to much more in formation pertai n ing  to the 
settlement. 

HON. S. LYON: Well, M r. Speaker, g iven the fact that 
Man itoba today has the u nenviable record of having 

54,000 people u nemployed; of hav ing a mount ing 
record of bank ruptcies which appears on a propor­
t ionate basis to exceed that in  many other parts of 
Canada in all categories; g iven the fact that there are 
wage freezes and layoffs tak ing  place in the private 
sector where th is  k i nd of beneficence apparently can't 
be afforded or take place, can the F i rst M i n ister advise 
what leadersh ip  he is prepared to g ive to C rown cor­
porations and others, such as the m u nic ipal it ies i n  
southern Man itoba w h o  are try ing  t o  g ive leadersh ip  
with respect to hold ing  the l ine ,  so that taxpayers of  
th is province, already overburdened wi th  h is  1 .5 per­
cent payroll tax and other surcharges, will not have to 
bear further i mposts as a result of lack of g u i dance 
and leadersh ip from this stumbling Government? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, as I i nd icated earlier, 
we'll be exam i n ing  this specific case that the Leader of 
the Opposit ion is  mak ing reference to. After exam ina­
t ion of same we'll be report ing back to th is  Chamber. 

Wage controls - Municipalities 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turtle 
Mountain. 

MR. A. RANSOM: Mr.  Speaker, my quest ion is to the 
M i n ister of M u n ic ipal Affai rs. In recent days m u n ic i ­
palities have been meeting at various locations across 
the province and are coming to u nan imous agreement 
that they must undertake action to control wage set­
tlements both d irectly u nder their own j urisdict ion 
and also to u rge school boards to control costs, salary 
costs, down to 6 percent. They have been making 
appeals to the Government for  some support. Does 
the M i n ister of M un ic ipal Affairs support the posit ion 
being put forward by the m u nic ipalities? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of M u n ic i ­
pal  Affairs. 

HON. A. ADAM: Mr. Speaker, I th ink  the member is 
ask ing a quest ion with regard to some local govern­
ments i n d icat ing  to school boards how much money 
will be passed on ,  I th ink  that's the q uest ion.  If that i s  

· the i ntent of the quest ion I would say, i n  response, that 
the Province of Man itoba, the G overnment, m ust live 
with in  the bounds of its authority and its jurisd ict ion 
and I would hope and expect that local governments 
would also live with in the bounds of their legislative 
responsibility as well. 
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MR. A. RANSOM: M r. Speaker, the m u n ic ipalities are 
subject to control their own wage settlements mora or 
less in accordance with the federal g u idel ines. They 
are also u rg ing  such settlements upon those i nstitu­
t ions with which they are most closely i nvolved, the 
school d ivisions and the hospitals. Does the M i n ister 
of M u n ic ipal Affairs support the m u n ic ipalities in their 
efforts to see that wage settlements i n  those areas are 
held to 6 percent? 

HON. A. ADAM: Mr. Speaker, I believe that the mun­
c ipalities are mature enough to decide for themselves 
how they wish to approach and develop their  budgets 
and I 'm sure that the honourable member opposite 
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wi l l  agree to that. They are a m u nic ipal ity and they are 
responsib le for the establ ish i ng of their  own budgets 
and if they feel that that is the way they w ish to 
approach their f inancial  problems, I say that they are 
mature enough to make that decis ion.  

MR. A. RANSOM: I t  can be conf irmed from the 
answer g iven by the M i n ister of M u n ic ipal Affairs then 
that h e  does not support these positions being put 
forward by the mun ic ipa l ities? 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The Honourable M i n is­
ter of F inance. 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: Thank you, M r. Speaker, the 
Member for Turtle Mountain asked a question several 
days ago with respect to the amount - I was going to 
answer a question that he had asked, I had taken the 
question as notice. I thought I had the floor . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turtle 
M ou ntain on a point of order. 

MR. A. RANSOM: We can confirm then the M i n ister of 
M u n icipal  Affairs doesn't wish to answer the question .  

HON. V. SCHROEDER: The Member for  Turtle Moun­
ta i n  asked a q uestion with respect to the amount of 
refunding of - ( I nterjection ) - if the M em ber for Fort 
Garry could restrai n  h imself 

The Member for Turtle Mounta in  asked a question 
several days ago with respect to the amount of 
refunding 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder please, order please. I am try­
ing  to hear the answer of the Honourable M i n ister of 
F inance. I f  other members wish to engage i n  debate 
they may do so outside of the Cham ber. 

The Honourable M i n ister of F inance. 

Refinancing requirement of Government 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, I 'm well aware 
that the Leader of the Opposit ion doesn't part icu larly 
l i ke answers to quest ions but I 'm go ing  to g ive it 
nevertheless. The question was asked: how much 
refunding wil l  be requ i red on provincial  debt in  the 
year 1 983-84? Although I did not have the answer that 
day the Member for Turtle Mountai n ,  later i n  a speech, 
ind icated that i t  was his recol lection that it was $1 
b i l l i on .  I can advise him that in fact it w i l l  be $341 .4 
m i l l ion ,  which is the amount that matures and that is 
based o n  the Canadian dol lar equ ivalent of the fore ign 
debt calculated at the fore ign  exchange rate i n  effect 
at the t ime of issue. After appl icat ion of accumu lated 
s ink ing fu nds the provi nce w i l l  be requ i red to refund 
$302 m i l l ion of that debt. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member forTuxedo. 

MR. G. FILMON: Thank you, M r. Speaker, my ques­
tion is  to the Honourable M i n ister of Education.  Wi l l  
the M i n ister su pport the schoo l  d iv is ions i n  the  
province who are attempting to keep the i r  spend­
ing i ncreases to 6 percent th is  year in keepi n g  
w i t h  the  Federal  Govern ment 's  vo lu ntary wage 
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restrai nt g u idel ines? 

Wage controls - school divisions 

MR. SPEAKER:  T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  M i n is ter  o f  
Education.  

HON. M. HEMPHILL: M r. Speaker, the mem bers on 
th is s ide of the House support the efforts that are 
being made by m u n icipal i ties and school boards and 
Government, to keep expenditures down.  We also 
recogn ize that it i s  the school boards that have both 
the right and the respons ib i l ity to control and d i ctate 
the degree of expenditure and to negotiate agree­
ments for their staff. We expect that they are go ing to 
do that i n  the same responsible manner that they've 
always done it; we expect that they are the best people 
to d o  that job. We do not i ntend to i nterfere but we 
i ntend to g ive them as much support for the efforts 
they are making to control expenditu res and recog­
n ize that we a l l  have less money to do the jobs that we 
have to do and they are go ing to do the best they can. 

MR. G. FILMON: Mr.  Speaker, I wonder if the M i n ister 
could then ind icate if those settlements h appen to run 
over the 9 percent g ui de l ines that the Premier has 
ind icated, such as the McKenzie Seeds' settlement 
d id ,  what wou ld her position be on that. 

HON. M. HEMPHILL: M r. Speaker, my posit ion o n  
that is to suggest that a n y  ind icat ion from th is  
Government about the l im its or the amou nts of money 
that can be g iven through free bargain ing  process that 
i nvolves two g roups of people would be (1) i nterfer­
ing ,  and (2) would set the stage for provincia l  bargain­
ing ,  Mr .  Speaker. The school d ivisions and the school 
boards are not asking for provincial  barga in ing ;  they 
are not asking us to take away their  r ights and respon­
s ib i l it ies to negotiate conditions of work and salary 
settlements with their teachers and other employees 
and we do not i ntend to do that. 

If both s ides w ish to go to provincial  barga in ing and 
want to request that ,  I suppose we would consider i t .  
In  the meantime, I suggest that the way that we have of 
dea l ing with teacher settlements at school d iv is ion 
levels between teachers and trustees is the best. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: There was reference made just 
now by the M em ber forTuxedo which,  I bel ieve, was a 
repetit ion of an earl ier remark that g u idel ines had 
been sent out by the Prem ier proposing  a 9 percent 
wage gu idel ine .  What the Premier, the Government, 
has ind icated is  that each wage negotiat ion should be 
based upon the levels of i ncome received. We are 
opposed to across-the-board gu idel ines that wi l l  state 
that regardless of i ncome, whether it's $50,000 or 
$60,000 a year, you're entit led to 9 percent; on the 
other hand, if  you are receiv ing $1 0,000 or $1 5.000 a 
year you, too, are entitled to only 9 percent. 

M r. Speaker. we have proposed, and the letter i nd i­
cated, favou ring g raduated scale wage increases so 
that those at the lowest i ncome levels have the largest 
percentage i ncrease to help them cope with con­
t inued i nflat ion. So I s imply leave it with yo;; M r. 
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Speaker. that any such statement as has been made 
i ndeed by the M em ber for Tuxedo, and earl ier  by the 
Leader of the Opposit ion, are a misrepresentation of 
the Government's posit ion as expressed in the letter 
which was forwarded to mun ici pa l it ies. agencies and 
comm issions in  August. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member forTuxedo. 

MR. G. FILMON: Thank you, M r. Speaker. It i s  helpful 
for us on th is side to know now that the F i rst M i n ister is 
d iscla im ing  any g u idel i nes and that even 9 percent i s  
not  any commitment o n  behalf of th is Government. So 
my f ina l  question to the M i n ister of Education is, i n  
view of the  fact that she has  i n d icated that the 
Government is  prepared to support whatever wage 
settlements are arrived at by the free col lective bar­
gai n i ng process, can the school d ivisions now assume 
that they' l l  get whatever funds they requ i re from her in 
order to meet those commitments? 

MR. S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n is ter  o f  
Education.  

HON. M. HEMPHILL: M r. Speaker. school d ivisions 
have always been i n  the position of knowing that they 
can make decis ions on how much money they wi l l  
spend i n  the i r  d iv is ion.  Only the school d iv is ion con­
trols expenditu res in a d iv is ion :  this Government 
doesn't and I don't .  They also are entitled to know 
what they are go ing to get from Government; i n  other 
words, how much money they are entit led to, and 
u nder what c i rcumstances and for what th is money is 
going to come. 

So they can make their dec is ions on the money they 
are go ing  to get, the programs and the services they 
bel ieve they should be p rovid ing ,  and try to make their 
judgements in each case about what level of pro­
grams, services and degree of budget they are go ing 
to br ing i n .  

I forgot what the  question was - ( l nterject ion)- the 
f i rst part of it. I k now the f i rst part of it was okay. I have 
a second point to make and i f  you remind me what it is, 
I ' l l  make it. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder please. Perhaps the honoura­
ble member would l i ke  to repeat h is q uestion? 

HON. M. HEMPHILL: School boards have been g iven 
the very crit ical in formation that they need at th is  t ime 
to make their b udget and their  staffin g  decisions. We 
have confirmed to them that we are mainta in ing  the 
Educational  Support Program intact; that we wil l  be 
bring ing  in a compensatory g rant that w i l l  offset the 
i mpact of the 1 . 5 levy. What we can say is,  I bel ieve 
school boards are being g iven adequate support and 
f inancial  resources from the provi nce to a l low them to 
maintain good qual ity services and programs that w i l l  
not  affect the ch i ldren i n  the  schools. They have that 
information.  

We have never at any t ime, th is Government o r  any 
other government, agreed to pay o r  to g ive any u nl im­
ited amount of money that they should decide to 
spend. nor wi l l  we. 

Unemployment increase 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M em ber for St. 
Norbert. 

MP.. G. MERCIER: Thank you, M r. S peaker. I have a 
question for the M i n ister of Labour. The recent u nem­
ployment statistics for November, 1 982 ind icated an 
i ncrease of some 24,000 over November of 1 981 , for a 
total number of unemployed persons i n  Man itoba of 
52,000. My question, M r. Speaker, to the M i n ister of 
Labour is this,  could she i nform this House of the real 
number of unemployed persons in Manitoba, people 
who are not accounted for in those statistics? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Labour. 

HON. M. DOLIN: M r. Speaker, I am not qu ite clear o n  
t h e  question. I would suspect that if you're asking 
about those who sl ip through the cracks as i t  were, 
who are not counted on the roles of the unemployed, I 
could take that q uest ion as notice and get you an  
answer for  tomorrow. 

MR. G. MERCIER: M r. S peaker, I thank the M i n ister 
for that answer, and I would appreciate i t  if  she woul d  
t h e n  i n d icate tomorrow t h e  actual number of persons 
unemployed in Manitoba, wh ich  would inc lude those 
people who are not accounted for in the statistics we 
received a week or so ago. I t h i n k  that would i nc lude,  
M r. Speaker, people o n  socia l  assistance; persons 
l iv ing  on I nd ian reservat ions; people who have s imply 
g iven u p  looking  for a job. That may be d ifficult but I 
would appreciate her making that effort and taking the 
question as notice. 

Wage controls - public sector 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turtle 
Mountain .  

MR. A. RANSOM: M r. S peaker, my q uest ion is  for the 
M i n ister of F inance. Flowing from the answers g iven 
by the F i rst M i n ister and others this morning ,  i t  is 
evident that the Government is not showing any lead-

- ersh ip  w ith respect to pub l ic sector wage control. The 
F i rst M i n ister has adm itted he has no gu ide l ines what­
soever, and that they have not shown general support 
for the thrust put forward by the Federal Government ­
! bel ieve th is  places Manitoba i n  a posit ion of being 
the only senior Government i n  Canada which is  not i n  
general support with the thrust taken by the Federal 
Government. In view of that, Mr. Speaker, can the 
M in ister of F inance advise us what posit ion he will be 
putting forward this week when the M i n isters of 
F inance meet in Ottawa? 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of F inance. 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: M r. S peaker, we start out i n  
that question with a n  i nappropriate premise, and from 
that premise we arrive at an i nappropriate conclusion.  
The p remise was that there were no g uidel ines here, 
and that is patently false. The Premier i n d icated pre­
viously that there is a g uidel ine and you have referred 
to the letter of the Premier - I have a copy of it here. I t  
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i nd icates it is i mportant that the pub l ic sector share 
th is burden i n  a fair and responsible manner - I need 
not tel l you what that burden is. To help achieve th is 
goal the Manitoba Government has i ncreased salaries 
of senior management staff by 8 percent; Cabin et 
M i n isters are receivimembers of the House; but as the 
Leader of the O pposit ion k nows there is  an addit ional  
$20,600 of indemnity that Cabinet M in isters receive 
and we received no i ncrease on that port ion.  So on our 
total i ncome, there was an approximate 6 percent 
i ncrease pub l ic  sector share th is  burden in a fair and 
responsible manner - I need not tel l  you what that 
burden is .  To help achieve this goal the Manitoba 
Government has increased salaries of seni or man­
agement staff by 8 percent; Cabinet M i n isters are 
receivi i n  remuneration. 

The recently s igned M GEA col lective agreement 
provides a graduated scale of wage i ncreases so that 
those at the lowest i ncome levels have the largest 
percentage i ncrease to help them cope with con­
t i nued i nflat ion and the loss of one job in many two­
job fam i l ies. He goes on and continues to suggest that 
the other organizations in the pub l ic  sector can show 
s im i lar restraint.  

I rem i n d  the Leader of the Opposit ion that it was his 
government, just before the last election, provided an  
i ncrease of 1 3  or 14  percent to the MP IC workers; 1 5  
percent t o  the doctors; and that fol lowed a 1 0  percent 
increase to the doctors the year before, and so here h e  
is try ing  to make i t  sound as though w e  have somehow 
al lowed this sh ip  to f lounder when it is that former 
government that set the pub l ic  sector pattern for the 
year 1 982. 

Refinancing requirement of Government 

Now, Mr. Speaker, wh i le I 'm on my feet, I 'd l i ke  to 
answer another q uestion that the Member for Turtle 
M ou ntain asked last week. That had to do with respect 
to when we would seek addit ional  borrowi n g  author­
ity, that is, the amount needed to f inance whatever our 
est imated deficit amounts to. At th is point i t  would 
look l i ke the addit ional amount needed would be 
approximately 1 50 m i l l ion .  The honourable member 
may recall that for the last n u mber of years general 
purpose borrowi n g  authority has been i nc luded each 
year in the ma in  Appropriat ion Act. This authority 
provides for the est i mated defic it  for the year, S ink ing  
Fund requirements and an  adjustment, i f  requ ired, for 
any shortfa l l  or overprovis ion relat ing  to the year 
prior. In the 1 982-83 Appropriation Act, the House had 
approved an  amount of 450 m i l l ion .  We would,  there­
fore, p lan on inc lud ing in the '83-84 main Appropria­
tion Act the ant ic ipated requ irements for '83-84 plus 
an  adjustment for '82-83 as required. Hand l ing the 
general purpose operat ing  requ i rements i n  th is way 
seems to have worked reasonably well  in the past and 
a l lows us to make u p  whatever d i fference there is in  
the subsequent year. 

The h onourable member w i l l  probably recal l ,  how­
ever, that The F inancia l  Admi n istration Act provides 
the M i n ister of F i nance ,  w i th  approval of  the 
L ieutenant-Governor- i n-Counc i l ,  the authority to 
borrow money under Section  54(a) . The L ieutenant­
Governor- in-Counc i l  may authorize the M in ister from 
t ime to t ime to borrow money where it appears to the 
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M i n ister that the Consol idated Fund is  i nsufficient to 
meet the d isbursements lawfu l ly  authorized to be 
made from it. In other words, more specif ical ly,  i f  it 
becomes necessary the M i n ister may borrow to cover 
any shortfall aris ing in the Conso l idated Fund.  As 
well, the M i n ister may borrow on a short-term basis  
under Section 53 to  provide funds on a temporary 
basis rather than d irectly from the long-term market. 
This use of temporary or short-term f inancing a l lows 
F inance the flex i b i l ity to stay out of what m i g ht be 
d ifficult long-term markets and stay short, if  that is a 
practical solut ion. 

Court action re metrification 

MR. S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Pembina. 

MR. D. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My 
q uestion is  for the M i n ister of Consumer and Corpo­
rate Affairs. Wi l l  the M i n ister make immediate repres­
entation to h is  federal counterpart to cease and desist 
in his threats to take to court law-abid ing Manitobans 
and other c i t izens whose only crime has been a pref­
erence to use the I mperial system of measurement of 
pounds and gal lons,  and acres and n ot the rather a l ie n  
metric system w h i c h  h a s  been forced u po n  t h e  Cana­
dian people by the Trudeau Government against their 
wi l l?  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Consu­
mer and Corporate Affairs. 

HON. J. BUCKLASCHUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
don't th ink  it would be proper for the Provincia l  
Government to get involved and to tel l  a Federal M in­
ister how he is to go about adm i n ister ing the law of the 
country. 

MR. D. ORCHARD: Well ,  Mr.  Speaker. I rea l ize the 
problem the M in ister of Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs has because, when we debated the metric reso­
l ut ion last Session ,  he supported the conversion to 
metrificat ion ,  but surely the M i n ister cann ot support 
the harassment by the Federal Government of mer­
chants in th is  province who wish to offer Man i tobans 
freedom of choice between the I m perial  system and 
the metric system. Surely he cannot a l low the Federal 
Government to persecute and harass Man i to bans. 
Who will protect Man itobans i f  the M i n ister of Con­
sumer and Corporate Affairs will not? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-Genera l .  

HON. R.  PENNER: For the i n formation of the Member 
for Pemb ina  and the members opposite who may not 
k now, federal prosecutions are carried out through 
the local office of the Department of Justice and by 
federal prosecutors; they are not carried out by the 
office of the Attorney-General .  Therefore, we have no 
control whatsoever over the lay ing  of charges or the 
processi n g  of charges; that becomes entirely a matter 
for federal prosecution and for the courts. If charges 
are la id ,  as I said the other day with respect to a matter 
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which was with i n  my com petence, then the law wi l l  
take i ts  course. 

If the mem ber opposite is suggesting,  the member 
who asked the q uest ion ,  that this Government, even 
though it has no ju risdiction and no right to do so, 
should say that the law should n ot take its course, 
then the member should make that statement u nequi­
vocal ly ,  but that is not a responsible attitude; it  is not 
an attitude which we are prepared to take. We did not 
launch any such prosecutions, nor do we have the 
r ight to stay them. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p l ease. The Hon o u rab le  
M ember for  St .  Norbert. 

MR. G. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for 
the M in ister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs. I n  
spite o f  the statement by the Attorney-General, M r. 
Speaker, the Federal M i n ister of Consumer and Cor­
porate Affairs last n ight  announced a change in pol icy 
of h is  department, and he announced that they were 
not go ing to defer or delay prosecutions any further, 
and as a result  of  his pol i cy statement last n ight 
they're apparently go ing to prosecute across the 
country. The q uestion  that the Member for Pembina 
was ask ing  the M in ister of Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs: is he w i l l i ng  to make representations o n  
behalf of Man itobans t o  h is federal counterpart t o  
defer these types of prosecutions? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General 
on a point of order 

HON. R. PENNER: On a point of order. I'm readi n g  
from t h e  extract from Beauchesne's Parl iamentary 
R ules and Forms, Fourth Edit ion,  Citation 1 7 1  - and 
I 'm n ot doing what the Leader of the O pposit ion d i d  
the other n i g h t  and. that is ,  c ite t h e  n a m e  of t h e  text 
without g iv ing the actual C itat ion.  "A question may 
not seek i nformation about the internal affai rs of for­
e ign countries or the domin ions, or ask the govern­
ment's op in ions on matters of pol icy, or ask with 
respect to a matter for which he is n ot responsible to 
Parl iament," or in this case the Legislature "or matters 
n ot with i n  his offic ia l  knowledge." On several g rounds 
the question is out of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Tuxedo.  

MR. G .  FILMON: Mr.  Speaker, on the same point of 
order. I t's c lear that any M in ister i n  th is Government 
has the right and the respons ib i l ity to contact h is  
federal counterpart. We have an example d istributed 
to us right on the desk today of a telegram from the 
Provincial  M i n ister to the Federal M i n ister of Trans­
port asking for certai n  action to take place. That's a l l  
that's be ing  asked and it's not  out  of order. 

Press conference - Bill No. 3 

MB. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Arthu r. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: M r. Speaker, I have a question to 
the M i n ister of Agricu lture. Can the M i n ister of Agri­
culture confirm that he has cal led a press conference 
for 3 o'clock today to expla in B i l l  No. 3, The Farmland 

Ownersh ip  B i l l? 

MR. S P E A K E R :  T h e  Ho n o u ra b l e  M i n i s ter  o f  
Agriculture. 

HON. S. URUSKI: M r. Speaker, yes I have. I have 
d istri buted the b i l l  to the honourable members, p lus  a 
copy of the press release that w i l l  be issued at the t ime 
that I w i l l  be expla in ing the b i l l .  

MR. J.  DOWNEY: M r. S peaker, w i l l  the M i n ister not 
respect the pr iv i lege of the House, as has been tradi­
tional in th is House, and prior to the release and the 
explanation of the b i l l  to the media have the courtesy 
to have it d istr ibuted today and 48 hours later come i n  
with a f u l l  explanation s o  that a l l  members o f  th is  
House k now exactly what is  in  th is  b i l l ,  M r. S peaker, 
wil l  he not show that courtesy to this House? 

MR. S P E A K E R :  T h e  Ho n o u ra b l e  M i n i st e r  o f  
Agriculture. 

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr.  Speaker, my i ntention is to 
expla in the fu l l  deta i ls to the House in terms of the 
press release. - ( I nterjection )- Mr. Speaker, the 
honourable members have been g iven a copy of the 
b i l l .  They k n ow ful l  wel l  their  stand o n  the b i l l  i n  terms 
of their posit ions that they took last sess ion .  M r. 
Speaker, they have been g iven a copy of the press 
release. - ( I nterject ion)- Obviously the Leader of the 
O pposit ion ,  M r. Speaker, doesn't want to hear my 
answer. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: M r. Speaker, a further question to 
the M i n ister of Agriculture. Can we expect the M in is­
ter of Agriculture to continue to d isrespect the legisla­
tive system i n  th is province, the House and the pr iv i­
leges that th is C hamber has had i n  the last 1 00 and 
some years? I s  the  M in ister of Agriculture now not 
go ing to respect what has made th is  country and th is  
province the g reat province that  i t 's  been? I s  he going 
to abrogate that  respons ib i l ity? 

HON. B. URUSKI: M r. Speaker, I certain ly have been 
in th is House a fair deal of t ime and have fu l l  respect 

· for .the tradit ion of the House. The honourable 
members obviously don't l ike the method that I have 
used in terms of prov id ing them w ith as much i nforma­
tion as I w i l l  be d istr ibut ing to the publ ic  of Manitoba. 
If they don't want me to provide that information to 
them as I have done; I have had publ ic  meet ings, M r. 
Speaker - the Member for Arthur  even attended some 
of those pub l ic  meet ings on this b i l l ,  we have spoken 
about it .  I have tabled the b i l l  and I i ntend to proceed 
with S econd R eading when it is cal led i n  48 hours ,  M r. 
Speaker 

217 

Red River Community College 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M em ber for La 
Verendrye. 

MR. R. BANMAN: Thank you, M r. Speaker, I d i rect my 
question to the M i n i ster of Education and would ask 
her, i n  l ight of the fact that students at Red R iver 
Communi ty Col lege, who have to complete certain 
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projects dur ing the Christmas hol idays, have been 
told that they w i l l  n ot be able to use the fac i l it ies at the 
Red R iver Commu n ity Col lege. i n  other words, they 
w i l l  be closed to students who wish to complete spe­
cif ic projects that they have undertaken, I wonder i f  
the  M i n ister could i nform the House whether or not 
there couldn't be some accommodation made so that 
these students, I bel ieve some 60 in number. could 
have those part icular fac i l it ies made ava i lable to them 
dur ing that time. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i ster  o f  
Education .  

A MEMBER: I hope you remember the  q uest ion.  

HON. M. HEMPHILL: I th ink  I ' l l  remember the ques­
t ion,  M r. Speaker. M r. Speaker, I ' m  p leased to be able 
to say that there can be some accom modation made 
for the students. I wish to i n d icate to the member 
opposite that the decis ion was made about three 
weeks ago to c lose down R ed R iver Commu ni ty Col­
lege so that we could save $57,000.00. 

We found when we looked at what had happened i n  
the past, M r. S peaker. that a lmost nobody was there 
and n oth ing  was happening,  but we were ma intain i ng 
th is huge bu i ld ing  with a l l  of the energy, a l l  of the 
heat ing ,  security and jan itorial services for n o  reason 
and that it was costing  a lot of money. We're do ing th is 
on a trial basis .  We did n ot realize at the t ime the 
decis ion was made that th is  would cause some prob­
lems for the students; that there were some students, I 
th ink part icu larly i n  the draft ing area, where they need 
access to draft ing materials and faci l it ies. They have a 
project to do and they want to work on it over the 
hol idays. 

We are in the process of arranging accommodation 
for those students. The deadl i ne for the project has 
been extended and we are go ing to try and make an 
area i n  the college avai lable for them so that they can 
contin ue their project, while we sti l l  make every effort 
to save as much money as we can. 

Press conference - Bill No. 3 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon o u rable Leader of the 
Opposit ion. 

HON. S. LYON: M r. Speaker, a question to the First 
M i n ister based upon the rather startling response that 
we've had today from the M in ister of Agriculture with 
respect to h is i ntentions, apparently to hold a press 
conference on a b i l l  which has just been d istr ibuted to 
the House and which has not as yet been g iven 
Second Reading .  

Wi l l  the F i rst M i n ister conf irm that th is  fundamental 
breach of the privi leges of the H ouse wil l be permitted 
by h im and by h is  Government before the b i l l  has had 
Second Readi n g  and the b i l l  explained to th is  House? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i n i ster. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, the Leader of the 
Opposit ion's question presumes that there's a funda­
mental breach .  I can recal l ,  Mr. Speaker. very wel l .  I 'm 
sure you can recal l  and I 'm sure i f  honou rable members 
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across the way would l ike to acknowledge that they 
could very well  recal l ,  but I will remi n d  them that i n  
years gone b y  when b i l ls  have been d istr ibuted i n  th is 
House members have responded to questions from 
members of the medi a  about the contents of those 
speeches and they have responded,  whether it's in the 
corridor or whether it's by way of -( l nterjection)­
Mr.  Speaker, I would th ink  the decorum of th is  House ,  
when a q uest ion is  asked, ought to be to  g ive that 
person an opportunity to respond. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, I also would l ike to 
record that the Leader of the Opposit ion has twice 
referred to members o n  this side as being common 
cr iminals th is  afternoon. I f  the Leader of the Opposi­
t ion would l i ke to leave this C hamber and repeat those 
comments outside this C hamber we'l l  see what would 
happen i n  respect to such comments bein g  leveled. 
-( I nterject ion)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. Order please. 
The Honourable F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, I don't u nderstand 
how that k ind  of talk contributes to the well-be ing of 
Manitobans. I don't understand how it would, nor do 
Manitobans u nderstand how such comments could 
contribute to the publ ic good i n  the Provi nce of 
Manitoba. 

Mr. S peaker. it  is not -( Interject ion)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The Honourable the 
First M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, as I had ind icated, it 
is n ot u nusual for members of the Treasu ry Bench. of 
this Government or of previous governments. to 
respond to questions pertain i ng to leg islat ion .  

I u nderstand this b i l l  has a lready been d istr ibuted in  
the House. members a lready have access to that  bill 
and there's also now a press release that's been d is­
tr i buted. Th is, Mr. S peaker, has been a trad it ion for a 
number of years, as long as I have been here. that 
members have responded to q uestions from the 
media. in order to assist the media.  after the d istri bu­
tion of the b i l l  in the House. 

HON. S. LYON: Well, Mr. Speaker, g iven the fact that 
there is obviously a clear m isunderstand ing  of the 
F i rst M i n ister with respect to the rules of parl iament 
on who should be advised f i rst about the contents of a 
b i l l ,  may I ask h im merely to g ive, by way of support 
and precedent, any examples that he can f ind over the 
last 15 years of b i l ls being ful ly explained to the press 
before they've received Second Reading in the House. 
There may be the odd exception. 

The rule h as been, S i r, that the b i l ls are explained 
f i rst i n  the House. The exceptions,  in my experience 
when they have arisen, have caused a point of privi­
lege to be raised in the House against the M in ister who 
d id  it, whether he was Conservative, NOP or who­
mever. So I merely ask the F i rst M i n i ster not to erode 
and wash away a pr inciple of parliament just because 
it happens to s u it his pec u l iar  nartisan in terests 
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this afternoon. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, it may be that the 
Leader of the Opposition is not conscious of the fact 
that he's already received a copy of the b i l l .  If he would 
refer to h is b i l ls that he's a lready received you' l l  f ind 
Bi l l  No .  3, The Farm lands Ownershi p  Act. Certain ly I 
have it and I woul d  assume that mem bers across the 
way would also have that b i l l .  

I n  addit ion , M r. Speaker, there has been a news 
serv ice  release that  h a s  been d is t r ibu ted t o  
-( I nterjection)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The Honourable F i rst 
M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Well ,  M r. Speaker, I would prefer 
to smi le than to scowl .  M r. Speaker, members wi l l  also 
d iscover that they have received a news service 
release and I don't know i f  the M i n i ster of Agriculture 
is i n  some form of breach then I acknowledge that I 
have been i n  breach because when I have, as Attorney­
General ,  as M i n ister of M u n ic ipal Affairs, d istr ibuted 
b i l ls in this House, frequently I have been cal led out of 
this H ouse by members of the media in order to 
respond to questions perta in ing  to the b i l l  which I 
have d istributed. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease, order please. The t ime 
for questions having expired. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the O ppo­
sit ion on a point of order. 

HON. S. LYON: On a point  of order. Mr. Speaker. is 
the F i rst M i n ister aware that he may wel l  then be 
w i l l i ng ly cateri n g  to an  offence against the pr iv i leges 
of this House by al lowing a M i n i ster to g ive press 
conferences on a b i l l  wh ich has n ot yet received 
Secon d  Readi ng, even though d istr ibuted? We can a l l  
see that it's been d istri buted. He can even ask  the 
Member for K i l donan,  because if he is say ing  that he 
condones that then he is  ask ing that a matter of privi­
lege be raised about this matter. I t's wi th in  his power 
to stop this offence against the rules tak ing  place. Wi l l  
he do it? 

MR. SPEAK E R :  O rder p lease. The H o n o u rable 
Member for  Springfield to the same point of order. 

MR. A. ANSTETT: M r. Speaker, there's absolutely no 
q uest ion the Leader of the O pposition is  r ight, that 
matters of pol i cy have to be announced in the House 
and that changes i n  pol icy are annou nced i n  the 
House. But the activity of the M i n ister in provid i ng a 
copy of the b i l l  and h is  press release to the House is i n  
no way a breach o f  t h e  privi leges o f  t h e  House; i n  fact, 
it's expected. And then his w i l l in gness to reply to 
questions and i nform the pub l ic  about the detai l  of the 
b i l l  without going in to the Second Reading material of 
the b i l l  is a precedent that's been long establ ished i n  
t h i s  H ouse and.  M r .  S peaker, has been long estab­
l ished in other parl iaments. I refer the Leader of the 
O pposit ion,  who from his seat stands tall as an expert 

i n  parl i amentary procedure, to C itation 264 which 
says as fol lows - I 'm reading  from Beauchesne's Fifth 
Edit ion:

· 
The option of a M i n ister to make a statement 

either in the H ouse or outside it may be the subject of 
comment but i s  not the subject of a question of 
privi lege." 

So, M r. Speaker, I submit the Leader of the Opposi­
tion neither k nows our Ru les o r  our practice nor 
knows what the question of privi lege really is. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition. 

HON. S. LYON: On the point of order that I raised 
here, let me make it clear that long before this House 
had any v isitation from the M em ber for Spr ingf ie ld ,  
those of us who were here knew that a M in ister, u n der 
our  R ules, could not do as this M i n ister of Agriculture 
pu rports to do th is afternoon. I merely say, Mr .  
Speaker, to the M ember for  Springfield, Beauchesne 
governs th is H ouse when no other rule appl ies here. 
The custom and tradit ion - and I know that custom 
and tradit ion mean very l ittle to some of the left w in­
gers over there - of th is  House,  S ir ,  is that the b i l l  gets 
Second Readi n g  before there's a press statement on it 
- period. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable M i n ister of Energy 
and M ines to the same point. 

HON. W. PARASIUK: Yes, o n  the point of order. The 
Member for Turtle Mountain i s  quoted as pass ing 
comment to the press o n  a b i l l  that  was d istr ibuted to 
the H ouse yesterday. I assume that he d id  not wait  for 
Secon d  Reading before he made comment to the 
press with respect to a b i l l  that was tabled. He is 
q uoted in the radi o  med i u m  as pass i ng comment on a 
b i l l  that he presumably read, M r. S peaker. If he has 
d i ff icu lty readi n g  the b i l l  as tabled by the M i n ister of 
Agricultu re and i f  the Leader of the Opposition has 
d i ff icu lty reading  - he might  get sore l ips from doing 
so - I would ask the M i n ister of Agricu lture to read the 
b i l l  to h im or read the press statement to h im if he has 
d ifficu lty reading. 

· HON. S.  LYON: M r. Speaker, I d raw to your attention, 
S i r, even though it's apparent to everyone else in the 
House except the Mem ber for Transcona who j ust 
spoke, that the posit ion of a private member i n  th is  
House is entirely d i fferent from that  of a Treasury 
Bench mem ber who is sponsoring a b i l l . A Treasury 
Bench member sponsoring a b i l l ,  accordi n g  to the 
customs and tradit ions of th is House, must explain 
that bi l l  to the House f i rst. We don't need the House to 
be battered by the kind of g uttersn ipe tactics and 
debate that we customari ly have come now to expect 
from the Member for Transcona. He doesn't he lp  th is  
House at a l l ,  i n  fact, he doesn't help th is  prov ince. He 
shou ld  be out  of  the  Cabinet. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General to 
the same point of order. 

HON. R .  PENNER: To the same point  of order. The 
Leader of the O pposit ion has said that Beauchesne 
appl ies where there is no R u le of th is  House. The 
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R u les and Orders of th is House are conta ined in the 
book which we al l  have. There is n o  rule or order of the 
k in d  suggested by him, therefore. Beauchesne app­
l ies. It i s  t ime,  S i r, that the Leader of the O pposit ion 
recognize that h is authoritarian pronouncements, as 
i f  they were some papal bul l ,  have much more of the 
bull than of the papacy in them. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M em ber for V irden. 

MR. H. GRAHAM: On the same point of order. M r. 
Speaker, I pointed out to the Honourable Government 
House Leader the other day that the R u les of th is  
Chamber inc lude the printed ones in  the l i ttle b lue 
book,  p lus  the ru l i ngs of Speakers go ing  back over 
many years, and those are part and parcel of the R ules 
of th is  Assem bly, the customs and the tradit ions. I 
would suggest to the honourable member that per­
haps he should read some of those ru l ings of Speak­
ers from the past wh ich form part of the R u les of th is  
Assembly. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The Honourable M in is­
ter of Health to the same point.  

HON. L. DESJARDINS: M r. Speaker, I ,  also, have 
been here for a few years and I 've seen and observed 
the conduct with th is  House. I th ink  it's true that 
there's been a tradit ion that informat ion,  when the 
House was sitting ,  should be made avai lable to the 
House. I t h i n k  th is  is c lear and that i s  someth ing ,  as 
was said,  that members o n  both sides - that is on the 
G overnment side, with d ifferent parties at d ifferent 
t imes - have not always respected. 

Mr .  Speaker. what do we have here? The b i l l  was 
tabled today with a copy of a statement that w i l l  be 
made later to the press. That statement is  avai lable to 
all the members and that i s  the statement that we're 
tal k i n g  about, the statement that w i l l  be made was 
g iven and the members of the H ouse have all the 
i nformation that wil l  be g iven to the press. I th ink  that's 
the i mportant th ing .  The point,  S i r, i s  that when the 
H ouse is  s i tt ing  the i nformation.  and especia l ly if 
there is  any change in po l icies, should be announced 
in the House and that i s  bein g  done. The b i l l  was 
tabled, as I said, with a copy of the statement that the 
M i n ister said he would make at 3 o'clock. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. I f  no one else wishes to 
speak to the point, it  would seem that members have 
made their  views k nown on the topic. May we proceed 
with the people's business? 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Speaker, with respect, that was 
the people's business, i f  you're n ot aware of it, S i r, 
we' l l  make you aware of it .  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The Honoura ble M in is­
ter of Health. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, I th ink  the 
members of th is  House have been very patient. There 
is a del i berate attem pt by the Leader of the Opposit ion 
to make a mockery of the parl iament that he professes 
to l i ke  so much and wants to defend.  I have never seen 
this in all the years - I 've seen at t imes when there's 
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been a flareup - but constantly on every issue we are 
cal led names, we are cal led comm u nists, crim inals on 
every issue; you are threatened constantly and I say, 
S i r  . .  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder please. I ' m  try ing to hear the 
Honourable M in ister. 

A MEMBER: Wel l ,  what's he speak ing on? 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: I 'm speak ing on the decorum 
of the H ouse, or the lack of decorum in the H ouse, on 
the same point of order, that we haven't had a m i nute's 
peace with the Leader of the Opposit ion who is -
( I nterjection)- How can you speak on a point of order 
when I 'm speak ing  on a point  of order? -( I nter­
jection)- ! certai n ly d id ,  I identif ied. I 'm tal k i n g  about 
the conduct of your leader. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 

HON. L. DESJARDINS: I ' m  talk i n g  about the conduct 
of the leader who has always said that he was ready to 
defend the parl iamentary system and he's do ing h is  
utmost to make sure that  i t  doesn't work i n  th is  H ouse 
and this has to stop, Mr.  Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The H o no u rab le  
Member for  Fort Garry to the  same point. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: Well yes, M r. Speaker, o n  a spe­
cif ic po int of order. The Honourable M i n ister of H ealth 
rose to speak to the decorum of the H ouse. O n  a point 
of order, S i r, I th ink  we'd be quite prepared o n  th is  s ide 
to engage i n  a d iscussion about the decorum of th is  
House and we would have some t h ings to say about 
what we th ink  l ies at the root of some d ifficult ies in 
decorum. But  let him not have the whole arena and the 
whole platform to make his case with respect to deco­
rum and p i n  any d ifficu lt ies in decorum on this side of 
the House. I assure you, S i r, we have our own theories 
and our own conclusions as to where the root of those 
d ifficulties in decorum l ie. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of H ealth.  

HON. L. DESJARDINS: M r. S peaker, if th is is a sug­
gestion that maybe the two sides should get together 
and examine the conduct of all the members of th is 
House,  I certain ly would welcome it because it 's a 
d isgrace the way th ings have been happening i n  th is 
Session.  

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. On the proposed motion 
of the Honourable Member for R i el .  -( I nterject ion)­
Order p lease. Order p lease. 

The Honourable Member for Lakeside has 1 9  m i n­
utes remain ing .  The Honourable Member for Lakeside. 

MR. H. ENNS: M r. Speaker, last evening  when I was 
mak ing my comments on this Throne Speech ,  I was at 
that point where I was -( I nterjection)- l i kely to 
some. But I was at that point where I was looking for 
some s ign ,  some act ion,  some d i rection in this docu-
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ment, th is  Throne Speech, that could make us some­
what opt imist ic about the recovery that is often talked 
about, that i s  just com ing and that all th ings w i l l  then, 
of course, be well  again. Mr .  S peaker, any mean i ngful 
acti on is not to be foun d  i n  th is Throne Speech .  

M r. Speaker. i n  speaking  about the  word 'act ion' ,  I 
recal l  that I omitted, in my opening remarks, to 
inc lude in my congratu lations, the M i n ister of Labour. 
I want to assure her that I 'm sorry about that oversight 
because, as a matter of fact. I had a l i tt le issue to raise 
with the M i n ister of Labour. 

I was hop ing  that perhaps bein g  s ituated where she 
is in the House ,  as deskmate to the M i n ister of Eco­
nomic Development, that surely she would be aware 
of and jo in  in the joy that a l l  Man itobans have in the 
fact that one of our  industr ial  enterprises - an  enter­
prise that we as Man itobans own. namely our  own 
Flyer Bus Company - is  do ing  well; and I m i g ht say 
one of the reasons certain ly  being the very hard work 
that the Member for La Verendrye put into it three or 
fou r  years ago i n  sett ing  u p  the m anagement of that 
company, wh ich up to then it had a rather d ismal 
record of cost ing  Manitoba taxpayers dol lars .  But 
now - and I say this genu inely - I k now that a l l  Manito­
bans are pleased with the outlook of the company and 
certai n ly part of that out look is  their  successful ly sec­
u ri n g  a m ult i-m i l l i on dol lar contract - I th ink  i n  the 
order of $20 m i l l ion  to $25 m i l l ion - of sel l i ng  buses to 
C h icago, of a l l  places. That's go ing to keep that f i rm 
and those Manitobans worki n g  for the next several 
years and we're happy about that. 

So, M r. Speaker, I really don't th ink  it was approp­
riate for the M i n ister of Labour to jo in  the boycott on 
another company here, as to where they were buying 
their  buns.  I 'd  assume that F lyer sold the buses to 
Ch icago because we had a good product and the 
price was r ight;  and I assume that somebody bought 
thei r buns somewhere else because the price was 
r ight and they had a good product. I 'm  not mak ing  it a 
b ig  po int, M r. Speaker. I ' m  just suggestin g  that I 
appreciate the problem, or the burden that any NDP 
M i n ister has  to  have. I k now the leash that D i ck M art i n  
has around her. b u t  I p lead with her, just every once i n  
awh i le  i t  w i l l  enhance her posit ion i f  s h e  doesn't just 
go a long with every tug that D ick  M arti n  g ives to that 
leash .  Every once i n  awhi le  d i g  i n  a l l  four of your l ittle 
paws l i ke a dog that doesn't really want to go out 
across to the park on a cold day. Every once i n  awh i le 
demonstrate your i ndependence from that organ iza­
t ion. I couldn 't help but suggest. 

Here we are enjoy ing ,  and many hundreds of Man­
itobans are enjoy ing ,  good gainfu l employment. Why? 
Because we're mak ing a product and we're sel l i ng  it to 
Ch icago and yet there's someth ing very wrong when 
the situation is reversed, when somebody here i n  
Man itoba decides t o  buy some hamburger b u n s  i n  the 
U nited States. Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, I ' l l  let you worry 
about that. 

M r. S peaker, that of course is  part of the problem in 
this Throne Speech, in this document, that wh i le they 
speak of recovery, there is  noth ing  in the Throne 
Speech that tel ls you they are moving toward that. M r. 
Speaker, I 'm not go ing  to rehash the debates and the 
arguments that we have put  forth from t ime to t ime 
with respect to the efforts made by our  Government in 
bring ing  about some expansion i n  creating that k ind 
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of industr ial  base that could provide for some of the 
many and worthwh i le th i ngs that th is Government 
wants to do,  i n  fact, that we d i d  and that our  cit izens 
requ i re and w i l l  cont inue to requ i re. But, Mr. S peaker, 
we recogn ized in 1 977, '78, '79, that to do so would 
have to requ i re a quantum step forward in  the indus­
trial capacity, i n  the wealth-earn i n g  capacity of th is  
provi nce, for those k inds of  services to continue to be 
provided. That is why,  Mr .  Speaker, that  is why we 
work so d i l igently and so hard to induce companies 
l i ke Alcan. compan ies l i ke IMC ,  and of course the 
Western Grid to get started here in Manitoba. 

M r. Speaker, the Conference Board's last report just 
s i mply u nderl i nes that. A lthough the report is rela­
tively favou rable toward Man itoba, based on the agri­
cu ltural strength of the last year, it  leaves n o  m i stake 
about the i mportance of our future when it i n d icates i n  
its conclud ing paragraph, "that m u c h  depends on the 
reassessment and the eventual go-ahead for projects 
l i ke the Western Gr id ,  l ike the Potash M ine. Without 
them i nvestment g rowth wil l  be far slower in the years 
ahead ."  Mr. Speaker, we knew that, and the tragedy is 
they should have known that and they d i dn't. I n  fact, 
the tragedy is they went del iberately the opposite way. 
Perhaps, M r. Speaker, that's part of the fundamental 
d ifference between us in this H ouse. They concen­
trated all their energies in the d istribut ion of the 
wealth - and that's a big part of the obl igat ion of 
government;  it's a big part of the ob l igat ion of society, 
but they tend to pay so l ittle attent ion to the produc­
tion of that same wealth.  

M r. S peaker, I suppose I should not be surprised. 
When one finds lovely l i tt le essays l i ke this that 
recently appeared i n  the New Democrat, by one of 
their unsuccessfu l candidates i n  the last election ,  by 
Ruth Pear, who talks about mak ing  a contr ibut ion.  
She goes o n  to say,  "One of the th ings wrong with our 
capital ist society is  that the idea of each of us making 
our  contr ibut ion to society is  reduced to earn ing  a 
l iv ing ."  That's a basic point and what a shame. 

Now the reason I am going to d iscuss this here has 
to d o  with the long-term social goal of reshaping 
society so that everyone does some u npleasant tasks 
and some p leasant tasks. N ow,  how could th is  possi­
b ly be done? We would need an  i nventory of tasks. 

· can you imag i ne,  M r. Speaker, the bureau of bureau­
crats that it wou ld take to go scurry ing  around to f ind 
out a l l  the j obs. What are a l l  the possib le jobs that are 
being done in our society? Then the same writer goes 
on to say - and it would inc lude so many garbage bags 
have to be col lected, so many strawberries have to be 
p icked - each person would answer a series of ques­
t ions about what tasks he or she would be w i l l i ng  to 
do, for how long,  and at what salary. Each person 
wou Id be expected to do some hours at a task from the 
l ist that nobody l i kes to do, some study and some 
creative work as wel l .  M r. Speaker, the tragedy is that 
th is i s  written by a candidate in the last elect ion,  of two 
elections. I hate to say this ,  I bel ieve she's also a 
lawyer and I hope she runs again .  

N ow s h e  goes o n  t o  say, " B u t  some people would 
choose a more varied pattern," and she says, "One 
m ight choose to do al l  the tasks i n  the same factory; 
one hour sweeping the floor; one hour in the day care 
centre: two hours on the workers' management com­
m ittee; one hour on the assembly l i ne ."  Wel l ,  M r. 
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Speaker, can you i mag i ne the chaos that th is k ind  of 
fairyland th ink ing wou ld create? 

Mr.  Speaker, there have been some ju risdictions 
that have tried it .  Mr .  Speaker, I am assured that 1 ,000 
years from now some Ch inese farmer is go ing to 
break plowshare on that backyard k i l n ,  that l ittle 
smelting plant that Chairman Mao asked h i m  to do a 
few decades ago when it was thought that everybody 
should be producing steel in their backyards. You get 
l i tt le sections of th is when you read in the press, to 
br ing in the harvest in the USSR they empty the facto­
ries, a l l  the office workers and everybody rushes out 
to help bring in the No wonder half of their  
equ i pment is broken, M r. Speaker, no wonder half  of 
thei r c rop is ru ined.  Do you th ink  for one moment that 
I would let the Honourable Member for E lmwood 
anywhere near my feedlot? Or do you th ink  the 
Mem ber for M orris would let h i m  onto a $1 40,000 
combine? I m ig ht let the M i n ister of Transportation on 
there, he's been beh ind  a potato scuff er and he k nows 
some work. 

I t  isn't really fun ny, Mr .  Speaker, because first of all 
this is being written by an adult ,  supposedly a level, 
well-educated person .  I t  rates promi nent space in the 
NOP publ ication cal led the New Democrat. But again,  
Mr .  Speaker, there is ,  of course, some recogn it ion that 
certa in  th ings would have to be done.  She concludes 
by say ing ,  "Reform of the Federal I ncome Tax so that 
h igh  i ncome people would have fewer ways avo i d i ng 
tax is necessary."  That's a standard l i ne, of course. 
"We would also need to make it more d ifficu l t  for 
money to be taken out of Canada for the same 
reason." 

She went on to say, we would have to employ a very 
substantial i nternal pol ice force to keep people in the 
country, to regulate th is k ind  of rule, because, Mr. 
Speaker, in any g iven year maybe somebody doesn't 
want to pick strawberries. It could happen. Just l ike 
the odds on a m i l l ion  bet that happened at the track on 
the Triactor bett ing ,  where al l  of a sudden 59 people 
had Triactor cards and the payout wasn't what was 
expected. I t  could happen that, in a g iven year, 
nobody wants to pick strawberries, or nobody wants 
to shovel manure at Harry Enns'  farm, but that work 
has to be done. So obviously somebody in this system 
is go ing to tell who to do what u npleasant task, and 
when to do it ,  obviously,  Mr .  Speaker. 

B ut where the resemblance between this l ittle quaint 
essay and the Throne Speec h is .  a total lack of 
responsib i l ity for h ow wealth is generated i n  a society 
and in a jurisdict ion .  G reat ideas about how we're al l  
supposed to share the work, the u n pleasant task with 
the pleasant task.  G reat idea about how we're a l l  sup­
posed to share the rewards and how we're going to 
red istri bute the incomes. B ut, M r. Speaker, i n  th is 
document, who is going to be concerned about seeing 
that the pie stays? I ndeed, M r. Speaker, in  the t imes 
that we're in that pie is d i m i n ish ing in terms of real 
worth .  Where in th is Throne Speech do we see some 
ind ication, some recognit ion of the fact that the 
efforts of G overnment, along with the private sector, 
have to be at these t imes part icu larly encouraged to 
produ ce the expansion that is necessary, for s imply to 
stand sti l l  if you l i ke. to provide for the k ind  of services 
that Manitobans have become accustomed to and 
Manitobans deserve. That, M r. Speaker, is what's 
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m issing in th is  Throne Speech and that is what's m i ss­
ing  in the statements made by th is Government i n  
their f i rst year o f  office. 

Mr. Speaker, you can fault us for the plan or the 
program that we have had, not too many people did;  3 
percent decided that our  plan was not acceptable to 
them. B ut, Mr .  Speaker, at least we had a plan,  a plan 
that could have and would have, r ight now, been 
operat ing to some extent. The Western Gr id would 
have been i n  posit ion and would have been operat ing .  
A lcan would  not  have g iven u p  the i r  options i n  Manit­
oba. They would have done much the same as they d id  
i n  Quebec - defer construction starts - but  they wou ld  
have had a commitment to Manitoba; they wou ld  have 
been in Manitoba. The truth of the matter is,  and that's 
the sad part, you d idn't want them in Manitoba. Yet, 
Mr. Speaker, you are go ing to find out very shortly, i n  
th is com ing year - a n d  i f  not t h i s  year then next year -
how badly those dol lars are go ing to be requ i red. 

The biggest single item that the M i n ister of F inance 
poi nted out that was causi n g  his shortfa l l ,  his b ig  
deficit, was the contribut ion of industry through cor­
poration tax, $81 m i l l ion - $82 m i l l ion shortfal l i n  the 
tax.  A l l  of a sudden corporat ions become i mportant. 
When we speak of the private sector as bein g  the main 
generator, you g ive l i p  serv ice to it but you don't really 
!::>e l ieve it. You w i l l  have to experience it ,  M r. Speaker. 
The only u nfortunate part is too many M an itobans, 
some 50,000 right now, are experiencing it .  

M r. Speaker, I 'd l i ke  to make a commitment to the 
honou rable members opposite, a commitment that I 
have not had the opportun ity of caucus ing with my 
caucus,  but I know wi l l  go along with i t .  Let's recon­
vene th is  House on January 1 5, let's cancel some 
winter hol idays and let's start working for those 55,000 
u nemployed Manitobans in th is province; let's do that. 

M r. Speaker, I ' l l  make a further comm itment; we get 
down to work; we see some progress; we' l l  start clean­
ing up the decorum in this House. B ut, M r. Speaker, 
let's have that k i nd of a comm itment about a w i l l ing­
ness to face the issues; let's have a commitment from 
these gentlemen opposite that the House wi l l  convene 
on January 1 5 . I k now some of them have made hol i­
day plans but they can be canceled just as press con­
ferences can be canceled. 

Mr .  Speaker, there seems to be l ittle inc l i nat ion on 
the part of honourable members opposite to do that. 
We are ready for them; we're prepared to start deal i n g  
i nto t h e  i nd ividual Esti mates o f  t h e  departments t o  see 
what can and what needs to be done for the people of 
Manitoba. 

Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Cultural 
Affairs. 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Thank you,  M r. Speaker. I 'm  
pleased to  have the  opportun ity of  part ici pati ng i n  the  
debate o n  the Speech from the  Throne. I wou ld  f irst 
l i ke to congratulate you,  Mr .  Speaker, for the job that 
you are do ing in attempting to maintain order in th is 
House. I 'm  part icularly pleased to see that your health 
is back to normal and I would just hope that the events 
of the last few days won't cause a deterioration in your 
health .  

I would also l ike to  congratulate the  Deputy Speaker 
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and the Chairman of the House Comm ittees. I 'd  also 
l i ke to acknowledge the speeches in the debate from 
the M over and the Seconder of the S peech from the 
Throne. 

I would also l i ke to, I g uess for the f irst t ime, 
acknowledge the recent addit ions to the Cabinet ,  my 
col leagues to the r ight of me, i n  part icular the th i rd 
woman member of the Cabinet. I th ink  we have the 
most women representatives that have ever been in 
the Cabinet i n  the Provi nce of Man itoba. 

M r. S peaker. the Speech from the Throne is an 
opportunity for us to look ahead at the p lans of 
G overnment in respect to departments for the ensu­
ing year and also to reflect somewhat o n  what has 
transpired i n  the preceding year s ince the last Speech .  

M r. Speaker, th is  has been my f i rst year in  pol i tical  
l ife in  an elected capacity, though I 've certa in ly  been 
i nvolved i n  pol it ical  l i fe for over a decade i n  a non­
elected, but st i l l  a part ici pat ing  role i n  the pol i t ical 
process, I felt I t's certa in ly  been a year of learn i n g  for 
m e  and a d ifficu l t  year. I th ink  it's a d ifficu lt year for all 
of us in G overnment, whether it's here at the provin­
cial level in the Province of Man itoba and other pro­
vinces, i ndeed the Federal G overment, other govern­
ments in  the world and certain ly other levels of 
government with i n  the Province of Manitoba. I 've cer­
tain ly learned a lot in th is  f irst year in Government, M r. 
Deputy Speaker, and I 've made some mistakes and I 'm  
sure that honourable members opposite wi l l  certain ly 
br ing forward any further areas i n  the true spirit of 
constructive c rit ic ism with respect to the departments 
that I ' m  responsible for. 

I 've had the p leasure and the honour of serv ing my 
constituents and also with earl ier respons ib i l it ies on 
the front benches of being i nvolved in the reintroduc­
tion of rent control legislation i n  the Provi nce of 
Manitoba, the expansion of the C rit ical Home Repair 
and the I nterest Rate Rel ief Program for h omeowners. 
I 've also enjoyed the chal lenges of deal ing  with issues 
as they affect u rban affairs, part icu larly the C ity of 
Winn i peg,  and the cu l tu ral l ife of the Province of 
Manitoba. 

I do find it d ifficu lt, M r. Deputy Speaker, to partici­
pate in what's been go ing o n  in the H ouse for the last 
wh i le.  I have a g reat deal of respect for the democratic 
process that exists in this provi nce and, qu i te frank ly, I 
have a great deal of respect for members o pposite. 
Wh i le I certain ly  w i l l  d i ffer with them on areas of pol­
icy, of issues, I certain ly  won't attack the i ntegrity, the 
personal ity, the background ,  the intel l igence of the 
mem bers opposite. I th ink  that we're here to represent 
the people in the Provi nce of Man itoba to the best of 
our ab i l ity and I don't th ink  that that's served, M r. 
Deputy Speaker, by attack i n g  ind iv iduals with respect 
to where they may have come from,  what they may 
have been involved in -( I nterject ion)- Mr. Speaker, I 
don't attack anybody about where they come from 
-(I nterject ion)- I ' m  not i n it iat ing anyth ing ,  I 'm  
respond i ng 

MP.. DEPUTY SPEAKER, P. Eyler: O rder please. The 
Honourable M i n ister of U rban Affairs. 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: M r. Speaker, I 'm  responding to 
comments that were made to the Speech from the 
Throne. I 'm not i n it iat ing any comments and I would 

rather n ot dwell  on them but - ( l nterject ion) - do you 
want to know exactly where it is? M r. Speaker, I made 
n o  mention of racial s lurs; I made mention of back­
g round and that's recorded in H ansard of M onday, 
December 6th ,  M r. Speaker. I won't comment any 
fu rther but to suggest that it would be u p  to the 
member who made those comments to clarify them as 
to what he meant by background.  One can only go by 
def in it ions that -( l nterjection)- wel l ,  one could look 
in the Oxford D ictionary at what's contained in the 
book and this inc ludes economic background and 
others. The record shows that the Honou rable Leader 
of the Opposit ion also attacked the i ntel l igence of 
members opposite, and that's members on this side, 
and that's i n  the record. But  I would hope, Mr .  
S peaker, that we can move forward and m ove above 
this k ind  of attitude, this poisonous attitude that exists 
in the House, and as I i nd icated I th ink  we should be 
d ea l ing  with the issues that are of concern to the 
people of the province. 

I 'd l ike to spend some moments, M r. Deputy Speaker, 
d iscuss ing  some of the issues that I have been work­
i n g  on with respect to U rban Affairs. Some of them 
have been mentioned by members opposite d u ri n g  
t h e i r  submissions and their debate i n  the Throne 
Speech. 

I'd l i ke to talk about the prov ince's i nvolvement i n  
t h e  protection  of the C i ty o f  Winn ipeg water supply,  
the Shoal Lake issue; to deal  with the prov ince's posi­
tion w ith respect .to Plan Winni peg; and d iscuss the 
Core A rea I n itiative. M r. Speaker, the provi nce has 
taken a very clear position with respect to the protec­
t ion of the C i ty of Winni peg water supply .  This 
Government has always maintained that the devel­
opment that has been proposed for the Shoal Lake 
area should not p roceed without the assurance that 
the qual ity of the water supply for the C ity of Winnipeg 
w i l l  be protected. 

M r. Speaker, I was des ignated by Executive Counci l  
to be the lead M in ister with respect to relat ing to the 
C ity of W i n n i peg,  the Federal G overnment, other Pro­
v inc ia l  G overnment departments and the local Band 
w ith respect to th is  issue. The prov ince had requested 
a meet ing of a l l  the parties who had i nterest in th is  
issue, and a meet ing was held i n  Winni peg o n  Ju ly 

· 26th with representatives of the Federal Government, 
the M i n ister of I nd ian Affairs, the local Manitoba M i n­
ister, the M i n ister responsible for Employment and 
I m m i g ration ,  the Mayor of the C ity of Winn ipeg and 
some counc i l lors, and representatives of Band No.  40. 
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At that t ime there was a decis ion reached by a l l  the 
parties at that meet ing that they woul d  consider the 
fol lowing measures: One woul d  be that the Federal 
Enviro nment Assessment Review Panel wou ld be 
asked to adjust its gu ide l i nes to restrict the considera­
t ion of the proposed project to its water qua l ity and to 
p roceed through a pub l ic  hear ing process as qu ick ly 
as possi ble. The parties agreed to consider submitt ing 
a l l  relevant i nformation to the panel  i mmediately. A lso 
that Canada, Manitoba, Winni peg and the Band,  con­
t ingent o n  the acceptance of the revised FEARO 
would designate negotiators to beg i n  i m mediately to 
prepare a d raft agreement on compensat ion on a 
cost-sharing basis in order to restrict development. 
The provi nce has cont inual ly been attempting to work 
towards reaching agreements o n  those two issues. 
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There was mention made, M r. Deputy Speaker, that 
the provi nce was meet ing without the city - that the 
city was not being asked to attend the meet ings. There 
have been meetings held with the prov ince, the Fed­
eral Deparment of I nd ian Affai rs, the Federal Depart­
ment of the Environment, a representative from the 
M i n ister of Employment and I m m i g ration and repre­
sentatives of Band No.  40. The c ity was asked to par­
t ic i pate in those meet ings and the c ity-designated 
negotiator, the C hief Commissioner, i nd icated to the 
parties that he could not part ic ipate in those pro­
cesses on the basis of a City Counci l  resol ut ion. The 
parties met in order to br ing about agreement and 
extract from the Federal Government the revised 
FEARO process. Even though the C ity of Winnipeg 
was not able to part ic ipate d i rectly i n  those meet ings,  
the province met separately with the City of W i n n i peg 
negotiator and informed h i m  as to the status of the 
negot iat ions. 

Recently there was a revised FEARO proposal made 
as a result of those d iscussions, as a result of the 
prov ince's lead and that i nformat ion was shared with 
the C ity of W i n n i peg and there was written comments 
o n  the proposal received from the C ity of W i n n i peg.  
So it is clear, M r. Deputy. Speaker, that the province 
has cont inual ly co-operated with the C ity of Winni peg 
to ensure that the C ity of Winni peg water supply is 
protected, i n  part icu lar, attempt ing  to bri n g  about the 
process that was agreed to by a l l  of the parties with 
respect to the revised FEARO and with respect to a 
negotiating  process. 

In addit ion to that process, the F i rst M i n ister has 
met with the Premi er of O ntario and i n d icated to h i m  
d i rectly the province's concern with respect t o  the 
total  watershed area surround ing  S hoal Lake which 
is ,  as mem bers wi l l  appreciate, much larger, much 
g reater than the one subject area being Shoal Lake 
Band No. 40. There have been subsequent meet ings 
held w ith the M i n ister of the Environment of the Pro­
vince of Manitoba and the M i n ister of the Environment 
for the Province of O ntario who are contin u i ng to 
pursue the province's total concerns on the watershed. 
There have been ongoing staff meet ings dea l ing with 
that issue. 

The p rovince has also been work i n g  with the Band 
and the Federal Department of  the Environment with 
respect to the i mmediate problems on the Band land 
with respect to their privies and septic f ie lds.  We have 
been i nformed that there is concern by the Federal 
Department of Environment that there is no proper 
land avai lable on the reserve land for the d isposit ion 
of garbage and sewage, and we've been working with 
the Band to identify other avai lable lands that would 
be c lose to reserve land, which would be su itable and 
environmental ly safe for such d isposal .  

So, M r. Speaker, the  record is clear that the pro­
v ince has worked to protect the water qual ity of the 
C ity of Winni peg, has worked with a l l  of the parties to 
protect the C ity of Winn ipeg water supply, at the same 
time recogn iz ing that the S hoal Lake Band No. 40 has 
legit imate concerns with respect to economic activity 
in that area. The Band some years ago lost its com­
mercial f ish ing r ights that they previously enjoyed in 
the Province of Ontario and have s ince been looking 
for alternate sources of economic  activity so they can 
sustai n  the reserve. 
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The province w i l l  cont inue to work o n  behalf of the 
c itizens of Winnipeg to protect the water supply.  
There were some comments made with respect to the 
recent leaflet ing of the residents of the C ity of Win­
n ipeg with respect to th is issue and I would d i rect 
members opposite, i f  they have questions as to why 
that happened, they should d i rect them to the approp­
riate authorit ies. I can't comment on whatever reasons 
were behi n d  that, but they may want to q uest ion the 
Mayor d i rectly as to how he perceives the province's 
involvement and the province's position with respect 
to Shoal Lake. 

The second area there's been much comment on as 
of late, and in part icu lar  by the Honou rable Mem ber 
for St. Norbert and others, i s  on the province's posi­
tion with respect to Plan W i n n i peg. I 'm sure the 
M em ber for St. N orbert understands the legislative 
requ i rement with respect to Plan Winnipeg and the 
role in what's contemplated under the legislat ion with 
respect to the jo int agreement and approval of Plan 
Winn ipeg in by-law form by Th i rd R ead ing by the C ity 
of Winni peg and f inal acceptance by the provi nce. 

A lot of the debate, especia l ly  that wh ich took place 
earl ier  in the reply to the Speech from the Throne, 
centred around the process that is being perceived 
with respect to the C ity of Winn ipeg and the province 
regarding  Plan Winnipeg. I th ink it would be approp­
riate just to re-inform members opposite as to that 
process. The C ity of Winn ipeg has been d iscussing 
Plan Winn ipeg for many years now. The new Govern­
ment, shortly after taking office, received a presenta­
t ion from the C ity of Winni peg with respect to Plan 
Winni peg. That was at a meet i ng held on M arch 22nd. 
One month later, on Apri l  20, the off icial  delegation 
and the U rban Affairs Committee of Cabinet met to 
further d iscuss Plan Winni peg, and at that t ime the 
province outl i ned its concerns with respect to Plan 
Winn ipeg and that, I would just repeat, was on Apr i l  20 
of th is year, Mr .  Deputy Speaker. At that t ime, the 
prov ince out l ined the areas that we had concern 
about and further suggest ion for change on the 
methodology of Plan Winni peg. I t  was at the request 
of the City of Winni peg that the province's position not 
be made pub l ic, that the C ity wanted to deal with it 
internally and without any publ ic  announcement as to 
the prov ince's posit ion. 

The issue again surfaced when the provi nce was 
f inal iz ing its posit ion on Plan Winn ipeg in the fal l  of 
1 982. At that t ime.  the provi nce further clarif ied its 
concerns with respect to the pol icy areas of Plan Win­
n i peg and were p lann ing to relate those concerns to 
the off ic ia l  delegation of the C i ty of W i n n i peg at a 
meet ing that was previously p lanned for October 
29th, which was preceding ,  as we were informed, 
precedi n g  an  Executive Pol icy Comm ittee meet ing 
whereby the C ity was go ing to decide on the f ina l  
changes that  they were go ing to make pr ior to refer­
r ing it to City Counci l for Second Reading .  

What happened i n  the i nterim ,  M r. Deputy Speaker, 
was that the then Executive Pol icy Committee decided 
to move the meet ing  forward prior to a counci l  meet­
i n g  that d i d  change the makeup of the Executive Pol­
icy Comm ittee and moved i t  to the day before the 
meet ing that had previously been p lanned to d iscuss 
it .  So the province, u pon learn i n g  th is  i nformat ion ,  
immediately corresponded i ts  posit ion to the C ity of  
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Winn ipeg the morn ing  of the rearranged meet ing of 
Executive Pol icy Committee. 

The province could have sat back. M r. Deputy 
Speaker. and waited. as is contemplated by the legis­
lation .  for the adoption at Second Readi n g  of Plan 
Winn ipeg by the C ity of Winn ipeg.  The legislat ion 
provides that u pon Second Reading ,  the by-law is 
forwarded to the M in ister of U rban Affairs who has a 
number of choices avai lable to h i m  with respect to 
Plan Winn ipeg. One is referral to the M u n icipal  Board 
for further publ ic  hearings and. of course. the referral 
back to City Counc i l  for th i rd and f inal  approval .  with 
or without any suggested changes. Rather than wait­
i ng unt i l  the last m i n ute. M r. Deputy Speaker. in order 
to out l ine the province's posit ion.  the provi nce acted 
in a m ore responsible fashion by out l in i ng its con­
cerns to the City of Winni peg very early in the process. 
not wait ing  t i l l  the last m in ute. as early as was possible 
it was out l i ned to the C ity of Winn i peg i n  meet ings in 
Apri l  of th is  year. at which t ime the C i ty requested that 
information not be made publ ic  and was subsequently 
reaffi rmed prior to the adoption at Secon d  R eading .  

I t's i nterest ing that  the d iscussio n  here has centred 
on the process and not on the issues that the prov ince 
has raised with respect to Plan Winn ipeg. I th ink  it 
would be worthwhi le just to spend a few mom ents 
d iscussing those major issues. The provi nce had i n d i­
cated that it was i n  favour of the major pol icy objec­
tives of Plan Winni peg, wh ich was the revital izat ion of 
older ne ighbourhoods i n  the C ity of Winn ipeg and a 
transit orientat ion to the transportation n eeds of the 
C ity of Winnipeg for the next few decades. 

Where the province has concerns with respect to 
Plan Winn ipeg is  in the methodology that i s  behind 
those major and laudable pol icy objectives. One is in  
the area of the u rban l im it l i ne; the second major one 
was regard ing  CPR relocatio n ;  and the th i rd major 
area was with respect to commun i ty plans and action 
area plans. 

The position that the province suggested to the C ity 
that it review with respect to the u rban l im i t  l i ne. which 
was incorporated i nto Plan Winn ipeg i n  order to 
somewhat l imit  u rban sprawl and assist i n  the major 
pol i cy objective of Plan Winn ipeg - that being the 
revital ization of o lder ne ighbourhoods - was that the 
urban l i mit  l i ne proposed provided for development 
that would far exceed the projected requ i rements for 
development for the C ity of Winni peg. Plan Winn ipeg 
projects a population in the C ity of Winn ipeg of some 
658,000 people by 1 999 and it's ex pected that in order 
to house the addit ional 97,000 people who wil l  be 
l iv ing in Winn ipeg by 1 999, you would need 6,900 
further acres of developed land. 

Plan Winn ipeg designates far i n  excess of that fig­
u re. in fact, designates some 1 2,300 acres for residen­
tial development. which is  a lmost twice the demand. 

So here we have on one hand Plan Winn ipeg sug­
gest ing a focus o n  the revital ization of the older 
neighbou rhoods. but on the other hand suggest ing 
that  there be a far  g reater development i n  the peri­
pheral and the subu rban area of the C ity of Winn ipeg 
than is  needed. In  fact, out of the projected 6,900 
acres. c lose to one-half of that demand to meet the 
needs of the c i ty for the next decade are a l ready avai l­
able i n  lands that have a l ready been approved for 
development in the C i ty of Winni peg. What the pro-
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vince has suggested is that there be a second u rban 
l i m it l i ne  so that we can stage the development as the 
populat ion needs and as the demand for addit ional 
housin g  i n  the peripheral or the suburban area of the 
C i ty of Winni peg becomes needed. We suggest that it 
i s  more i n  keeping with the major pol icy objectives of 
Plan Winni peg and certai n ly one that has been raised 
many t imes in the publ ic  hearin g  process from many 
organizations. inc lud ing the social plann ing  counc i l .  

The second area is w i th  respect to  the legislative 
provis ion for comm u n ity plans and action area plans 
in the C i ty of Winni peg. We have suggested that Plan 
Winni peg include a strategy for the i mplementation of 
comm un i ty plans in each of the six community com­
m i ttee areas in the C ity of Winn ipeg and a provis ion 
for act ion area plans of designated areas of the C i ty of 
Win n i peg .  I t h i nk i t 's  i mportant that we have in place a 
mechanism that wi l l  a l low the d iscuss ion ,  the invol­
vement of c itizens in the plans for land use in their  
areas, not only at  the level that's contemplated i n  Plan 
Winn ipeg, which is  an  overall approach to the C ity of 
Winni peg, but also i n  specific areas of the c ity. The 
c ity has had a g reat deal of success i n  the area of 
act ion area plans, where they have been developed, 
and the c ity is certa in ly aware of the benefit of that 
k ind  of process. U nfortunately, there has never been 
use made of the com m u n ity plans that have been 
al lowed for and contemplated in The C i ty of Winn ipeg 
Act 

The th i rd major area that we suggested, change i n  
Plan Winni peg, was with respect t o  the issue o f  CPR 
rai l  relocat ion .  M r. Speaker, we are a l l  concerned and 
feel somewhat rel ieved that the s i tuat ion that arose 
last n ight  was not as serious as it m ight  have been -
and th is  is not the f i rst such situation that h as 
occu rred i n  the CPR marsha l l ing  yards - but I th ink  it 
does h ighl ight again for us the concern with respect to 
the health and safety of a g reat many of the residents 
of the C ity of Winn ipeg. 

M r. Deputy Speaker, my constituency comes with in 
just over a m i le of  the CPR marshal l in g  yards and 
there is a g reat deal  of concern even at t hat part of the 
north end of Winnipeg with respect to the ongoing 
presence of the CPR marsha l l ing  yards.  There has 
been many people who have expressed the concern, 
not only over th is part icular unfortunate situation last 
n ight ,  but on an  ongoing basis with respect to the CPR 
marsha l l i ng  yards. The province has ind icated it is of 
the opin ion that the issue ought to be addressed in the 
context of Plan Winni peg, and Plan Winn ipeg at the 
present t ime,  the way it is d esigned,  i s  tak i ng the 
opposite posit ion ;  that the CPR marshal l i ng yards wi l l  
remain  in  the core area of the C ity of Winn ipeg. We are 
prepared to work with the City of Winni peg, the Fed­
eral Government and of course the CPR to ensure that 
we can finally address the issue of rai l  relocat ion.  

I n oted the comments of the Mem ber for Tuxedo. it  
is unfortunate he isn't here, that he made i n  response 
to the statement by the M i n ister of Northern Affairs 
today. suggest ing that the province is  somewhat con­
trad ictory in its posit ion with respect to the concern of 
the residents of the area surround ing  the CPR mar­
sha l l ing yards - and that is with respect to our  posit ion 
on the revised Logan Avenue I ndustrial Park - he said 
the prov ince is  attempting to have residents l ive in 
close proxi mity to the marshal l i ng  yards. 
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The facts of the matter are, Mr. Speaker, that people 
do l ive r ight around the CPR marshal l i ng yards at the 
present t ime. The area that is u nder d iscussion,  by the 
c ity, the prov ince and the Federal G overnment i n  the 
Logan area does presently have people l iv ing i n  it .  I f  
he is  suggest ing  that  the  answers to the problems of  
the  concerns about  the  health and safety is to  move 
people out, we're go ing to move out ha lf the popula­
t ion of the C ity of Winni peg.  We can't only move them 
away from the Logan area, M r. Deputy Speaker, we're 
go ing to have to move the whole M id land area, the 
whole Weston area, part of the Brooklands area, the 
north-end area. Where are we going to move all these 
people and at what cost? 

The s ituation that arose last n ig ht,  there was a pro­
ject i le  that was sent out as a resu lt of that explosion 
that went a half m i le from the scene of the accident 
i nto the north-end of W i n n i peg.  How far do we have to 
move people out in order to ensure health and safety? 
So the province's position is not contradictory, we feel 
there is a concern for health and safety of the people 
in the City of Winni peg and that i s  best resolved by 
address ing  the issue in a serious way by removal of 
the CPR marsha l l i ng yards and/or the ma in l ine and 
that has happened i n  other c i ties across Canada,  M r. 
Speaker. It has happened when there has been a 
determi nation by the provi nce, the local m u n ic ipa l ity 
and the Federal G overnment to do it, and of course the 
rai lway. I t  happened in the C ity of Regina.  I t  has hap­
pened with respect to the CNR and they are now 
presently work i n g  on a p lan with respect to the CPR. 
We are p repared to work w ith the other levels of 
government in order to see th is  happen. 

I ' m  especial ly p leased and I can only th ink  that as a 
result of the posit ion the provi n ce has adopted with 
respect to rai l  relocat ion ,  a posit ion that was never -
contrary to the comments by the Member forTuxedo ­
never stated by members opposite either now o r  whi le  
they were i n  government. I 'm  pleased that  as a result 
of the position that this G overnment has taken i n  
respect t o  rai l  relocation, that the city has ind icated 
that it is in favour. I was i nformed just moments ago 
that the Mayor has issued a statement today also cal­
l i ng  for rai l  relocat ion ,  ind icat ing that the city is  pre­
pared to commit funds to pursue that issue. We're 
certa in ly look ing forward to d iscussions with the 
M ayor on th is issue and I ' l l  be d iscuss ing it with my 
col leagues i n  the next few days i n  order that we can 
seriously, f inal ly,  get down to deal ing  with th is issue. 

I also received a commu n ication earl ier th is morn­
ing from the Federal M i n ister of Employment and 
I m m ig ration ind icating his support for deal ing  with 
this issue. I ' m  pleased that ,  as a result of the posit ion 
of the p rovince which was adopted last Apri l ,  the other 
levels of government are f inal ly prepared to address 
th is issue. 

M r. S peaker. I th ink  it would be important for us to 
rem em ber th at the province does have a role to p lay i n  
the adoption o f  Plan Winni peg. T h e  provi nce has i n d i­
cated its concerns, not i n  a d ictatorial  fash ion as been 
suggested by some members opposite, but in an effort 
to cont inue d ia logue with the C ity of Winni peg and 
not i n  an  arbitrary fash ion .  We've ind icated our con­
cerns. concerns which were raised by many i n  the 
pu bl ic  heari ng p rocess that went on with respect to 
Plan Winn i peg.  We ind icated those concerns prior to 
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the adoption of Second Reading ,  so that the c ity 
would have the opportu nity to d iscuss those and con­
tinue d iscussions with the provi nce on them. I ' m  
pleased to note that w e  have h a d  continual  d iscus­
sions w ith the C ity of Winni peg,  with t he offic ia l  dele­
gation on Plan Winn ipeg. I'd hope that Plan Winn ipeg 
wou ld be that much stronger for the d iscussio n  and 
the concerns that have been raised by the province 
and that we can adopt a plan that is going to ensure 
that we are go ing to have the k i nd of revital ization of 
the C i ty of Winn ipeg that is contemplated by the gen­
eral po l icy statements of Plan Winni peg,  so that we 
w i l l  have a c ity that w i l l  not continue  to decay from the 
i nside, but would rather grow and flourish throughout. 

M r. Speaker, I would l i ke to spend a few moments 
tal k i n g  about the Core Area I n i t iative. The provi nce 
i nherited an  agreement that was negotiated oy the 
previous government prior to the elect ion .  Wh i le our  
party was in  O pposit ion we outl i ned a n u m ber of con­
cerns with respect to the d i rection that the Core A rea 
I n it iative was taking. We did, however, take a very 
positive posit ion on coming i nto G overnment to do a l l  
that  was possible to conti n ue the development of the  
Core A rea I n it iative, recogniz ing that it was a tri partite 
agreement, that any changes would have to be nego­
t iated with the other two partners, but also ind icating 
that we had some concerns with respect to the 
I n it iative. 

Those concerns came u nder three general areas, 
M r. Speaker. One was what was recogn ized as a lack 
of i nvolvement, a lack of process for the involvement 
of the cit izens who were bein g  affected by the Core 
Area I n i t iative. There were comments made by the 
Member for R u pertsland with respect to the problems 
of  Native I n d ians i n  the Core Area I n i t iative and some 
members opposite have said if the M in ister of U rban 
Affairs would not have suggested changes to the 
Logan Avenue I ndustrial Park that would have resolved 
the problems of the Native people. Those k i nds of 
comments show, Mr. Speaker, a lack of understand­
ing ,  a lack of k n owledge of the problems of the Native 
people in the core area. I have spent many hours 
meet ing with representatives of the N ative people i n  
the core area w h o  are concerned that the Core Area 
I n it iative was developed and started without any 
mean i ngful  i nvolvement of the Native people, the 
Met is and the status off-reserve Native residents of the 
core area and it's been developed and started with no 
i nvolvement from them as to meet ing the concerns 
and needs of Winn ipeg's growing Native populat ion .  

I ' m  pleased to report that  the Core Area I n i t iative 
Office has started now to develop programs that wi l l  
assist and w i l l  i nvolve N ative people. That  general 
position of the lack of citizens' i nvolvement was 
obvious in the Logan Avenue I ndustrial Park. There 
was no i nvolvement of the people l iv ing in the area. the 
business people carry ing on businesses in that area: 
there was no i nvolvement whatsoever in the develop­
ment of that plan. We had to i nstitute an enqu i ry u nder 
The Evidence Act to p ut back i nto p lace what should 
have been done u nder The Expropriat ion Act  and 
we've been attempting to ensure that the needs of the 
residents and businesses i n  that area are met i n  the 
redevelopment p lans. I ' m  pleased with the comprom­
ise that has been worked out in cooperat ion with the 
city and the Federal G overnment and the residents 
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and businesses in that area. 
Mr. S peaker, I note that my t i me is s lowly coming to 

an  end. I would have l i ked to tal k about the k inds  of 
th ings that are happen i n g  and wi l l  be happeni n g  in the 
next year in the Department of Cultu ral Affairs and 
H istoric Resou rces and I would wait  for the approp­
riate t ime in the Estimate process to talk about some 
of the developments there. 

In conclus ion,  M r. Speaker, the position of the pro­
v ince,  the posit ion of our  Government with respect to 
the C ity of Winn i peg has been to deal with the issues 
that affect the C i ty of Winni peg and not deal with them 
in a manner that's being suggested by the members 
opposite. We are not d i ctating to the City of W i n n i peg; 
we are attem pt ing  to deal with those issues i n  a con­
sultative and cooperative fashion.  We have not d ic­
tated to the C i ty of Winn i peg what their  posit ion is ,  
rather we have raised those issues with the C ity of 
Winni peg i n  order that we can d iscuss them and hope­
ful ly br ing them to a conclusion. 

You know, Mr .  Speaker, the last fou r  years of the 
previous government, showed no i n itiative with respect 
to u rban issues. There were no u rban pol icy state­
ments made by the previous government. They chose 
to ignore the concerns of the C ity of Winni peg rather 
than to deal with them. It may be d ifficult  deal ing  with 
some of these issues, but it would be i rresponsible of 
me as an  elected off ic ia l ,  as an  elected MLA and as a 
member of Executive Cou n c i l  to ignore those issues. 
I t's my responsi b i l ity as M i n ister of U rban Affairs to 
relate those issues to the C ity of Win n i peg and also to 
relate the concerns of the C ity of W i n n i peg to my 
col leagues in the Provincia l  G overnment. I will con­
t inue to do that; I don't apologize for that. 

M r. Speaker. I would hope that we are able to move 
onto a more positive plane and start deal ing with the 
issues in this House rather than the k ind  of state that 
this House has been in for the last few days, because I 
don't th ink  we're serv ing the interests of the people of 
the prov ince i n  th is  k i nd of display. I know the people 
of my constituency would hope that this would change 
and start deal ing  with the many issues. I would hope 
the Opposit ion would crit icize in an objective fashion 
and not attack persona l ities but deal  with the issues 
and br ing forth suggestions as to the k ind of changes 
they wou ld  l i ke to see and that would reflect the n eeds 
and interests of people of their constituencies. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. J.  Walding: The Honourable 
Member for G ladstone. 

MRS. C. OLESON: Thank you, M r. Speaker. To 
commence my remarks on the Throne Speech, I 
would l i ke  to first congratu late the Deputy Speaker 
and also to congratulate the new appointments to 
stand i ng comm i ttees, and I wish them well  in their 
endeavours in  th is House. 

I'd also l i ke to mention my constituency briefly and 
to thank the people of the constituency of G ladstone 
for the support they have g iven m e  and their encour­
agement to me d u ri n g  th is  f i rst year as their M LA. 
Several of the com m u n it ies of G ladstone, M r. Speaker, 
celebrated their centennia ls this year, their 1 00th 
b i rthdays, and I also wish to congratu late them once 
aga in .  I d i d  have the opportunity to congratu late them 
this summer on their excellent programs that they put 
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on ,  but I ' d  also l i ke to congratulate them again and to 
thank them for the hospital ity shown to me dur ing 
those events. 

These comm u nities demonstrated, Mr. Speaker, the 
ingenu ity and the resourcefulness of which rural 
com m u n ities are capable, the sp i rit of togetherness 
and the w i l l i ngness to co-operate, which have dem­
o nstrated over the years time and time again the very 
reason why these comm u ni ties exist and thrive today. 

A few weeks ago, Mr .  S peaker, the present G overn­
ment gathered a few people together in a fine hotel i n  
the constituency o f  Portage l a  Prair ie and came, after 
days of d iscussion,  to an i nteresting  conclus ion,  an 
amaz ing conclusion - to them, amazing .  What d i d  they 
conclude? I ' l l  quote from the News Service bu l let in on 
the subject: 

"Strategy for g rowth needed, says S u m m it"; that's 
the publ icat ion ;  I'm quoting from it, and I q uote: "What 
has emerged from these hours of meetings is a shared 
bel ief that Manitoba's economic performance can be 
improved. We can take positive action to overcome 
current problems and seize opportun it ies for eco­
nomic growth."  

That's hardly a revelat ion ,  and I go o n  to q uote 
again: "Among the strengths are the economic  advan­
tages of Manitoba as a business location, the sk i l led 
workforce, natural resource endowment, tou rist po­
tential and the d iversified i ndustrial base. The qual ity 
of  l i fe in  the p rovi nce is a further strength.  A few of the 
specific opportun ities may be found  in d iversification 
of our agricultu ral base, improved labour manage­
ment relations, further development of our  hydro­
electric potentia l - I ' l l  repeat - "further development of 
our  hydro-electric potential and expansion of Mani­
toba's role as a manufacturing centre." 

Well, M r. Speaker, we on this side of the House have 
always known that the people of Man itoba are a g reat 
resource, a valuable resource; the people from a l l  
parts of Man itoba are a valuable resource. O bviously, 
the people who have recently come to this country 
came here because they saw i n  us someth ing that they 
wanted to be part of, and that is why they're here, and 
they have added and contributed to th is great resource 
of our province. 

N ow, meet ing  and tal k i n g  about problems is a g reat 
i dea but also we need to have act ion.  Man itobans are 
now real iz ing that th is Government is meet ing ,  they're 
v is it ing,  talk ing ,  they're reprioriz ing ,  they're d ialogu­
ing, they're c hatt ing,  sympath iz ing,  they're i isten ing,  
l i sten ing ,  l isten ing and they're tal k i n g  and tal k i n g  and 
tal k i ng,  but they're do ing noth ing .  They,  who pro­
mised i mmediate act ion,  remember? I m m ed iate help ,  
i m mediate act ion.  In  fact, they g uaranteed it, they 
p rom ised it to the people of Manitoba, but we don't 
see the action yet. 

Now for a few moments I ' d  l ike  to ta lk about Ma in  
Street Manitoba. I n  October, I attended a p lan n i ng 
d istr ict seminar i n  B randon. Present were representa­
tives of most of all the p lann ing d istricts of the p ro­
vince and some representatives of mun ic ipa l it ies who 
were considering jo in ing i nto p lann ing d istricts and 
they wanted to come and see what went o n  and see i f  
they could learn someth ing  about p lann ing d i stricts. 
N ow,  the ma in  morn ing session was taken up with a 
d iscussion on Ma in  Street Man itoba. There were d i s­
cussion groups; they were d iv ided into groups and 
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everyone chatted about Main  Street Manitoba and 
reports were g iven later on what the g roups thought of 
th is project. What d i d  people have to say about Main  
Street Man itoba? I ' l l  g ive you just a few examples of  
what  some of  these report groups came u p  with. 

One th ing that happened as each d iscuss ion g roup 
reported,  one of their  main remarks was: "What is the 
subject of Main Street Manito ba do ing at a p lann ing 
seminar? We came to d iscuss plan n i ng matters. We 
d id n't want  to hear about Main  Street Manitoba. We 
wanted to hear about the basic  fundamentals of plan­
n i n g  d istricts and how they cou l d  better operate 
with i n  the Province of Man itoba." 

Another point raised was that in tough economic 
t imes should we real ly be asking m u n ic i pal govern­
ments and counc i ls to spend more money in order to 
get more provinc ia l  money? They real ly  d idn't th ink  
it was a h igh  pr iority. The M em ber for  Swan R iver also 
mentioned this yesterday in his remarks that it wasn't 
a h igh  priority in these economic t imes. Another point 
raised was that there were n o  monies ava i lable i n  the 
program for consult ing fees. for expertise i n  architec­
tura l  p lann ing ,  so that these programs could be care­
fu l ly  planned. 

The program, they found,  was very d ifficu lt to sel l  to 
the members of their towns and v i l lages if there wasn't 
someth ing  you cou l d  lay before them and say, look,  
th is i s  what we're p lan n i ng to do;  th is  is how we're 
go ing  to map it out and would you l i ke  to be part of it? 
Some people also suggested that the p rogram should 
be p hased over several years i f  we were go ing  to d o  
th is, so that y o u  could p u t  before t h e  people a p lan of 
orderly development and encou rage the slow orderly 
development of the main  streets of Manitoba. 

Many people expressed problems in doveta i l i ng  the 
program with other departments of G overnment; for 
i nstance, the H ighways Department. Some of them 
were having problems with their streets with the 
H i ghways Department and other departments i n  get­
t ing  everyth i ng together so that they could get a prop­
osal to the M i n ister in t ime to be usefu l to h i m ,  and 
many felt that the program would only stave off prob­
lems but would not address the problems. 

The M i n ister of Mun ic ipa l  Affa i rs addressed the 
meetin g  br iefly in the afternoon. What did he talk 
about? N ot plan n ing  boards; no, he talked about Main  
Street Man itoba. I came away from the meet ing with a 
d istin ct feel i n g  that Main  Street Man itoba was not 
u ppermost in the m inds of reeves and counci l lors who 
attended that meet ing .  I got the fee l ing  that they 
would have been much happier d iscuss ing  some 
other topic. 

I also recal l  that in the House the other day the 
M i n ister of M u ni c i pa l  Affairs was tal k i n g  about the 
Main Street Program and he said that th is was a 
wonderfu l show of how businesses and mun ic ipal 
people cou l d  get together. th is was the f irst t ime they 
got together. Wel l .  I don 't k now where the M i n i ster of 
Mun ic ipal Affairs has been vis it ing or l iv ing lately, but 
some of the very people that are i nvolved i n  m u n ic ipa l  
government i n  these smal l  towns and v i l lages are  also 
in bus iness in them. so they've been gett ing  together 
for years. There's noth ing  surpris in g  about people 
gett ing together. I t  seems to be a phenomenon which 
th is G overnment is just real iz ing .  O bviously from what 
they're ta lk ing  about it, they f ind it surpris ing .  At least 
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i n  my part of the province. we know about co­
operation between businesses and m un ic ipal govern­
ment. We've known about i t  for years. 

Now, the M i n ister of Cultural Affairs was just u p  
speak ing and he mentioned someth ing that I would 
l ike to dwell  on briefly for a moment to do with p lan­
n ing .  He mentioned the acreage of land that would be 
needed with i n  the near future for the City of Winn ipeg. 
You k now, it's a sad fact; of course, it's a fact of l ife, but 
most of the c it ies and towns of th is  p rovince were 
establ ished on areas of excellent farm land,  excellent 
agr icultural land, and more and m ore of it i s  being lost 
to these towns and v i l lages, of course, as they pro­
g ress. N ow, I don't know, the M i n ister mentioned 
about 6,000 or nearly 7,000 acres. I hope that he is  
tal k i n g  w i th  the p lann ing boards that  surroun d  the 
C i ty of Winnipeg and discussi n g  how they can 
accompl ish the  bu i ld ing they need without tak i n g  any 
more agricu ltura l  land than they possib ly can .  This is 
a matter which is  very crucial .  We're losing agricultu­
ra l  land at a great rate i n  th is  p rovince; I t h i n k  it i s  a 
very i mportant matter that the M i n i ster should look at. 

Also, when he mentions the railway yards, I have a 
fee l ing that if we move the rai lway yards that they w i l l  
also g o  onto  pr ime agricultural l and  wh ich surrounds 
the city. So, I th ink  perhaps there should be a g reat 
deal of thought go i nto the p lann ing of this move to 
see that it doesn't take up agricultural land. Now we a l l  
know that when something l ike that  moves, the busi­
nesses and commun ities spring up aroun d  it ;  so there­
fore, we'l l  lose more agricultura l  land.  This, to me, i s  
someth ing that we should have a very close look  at. 

Now, I come to a subject wh ich  the reeves and 
counc i l lors of rural  Manitoba really do want to talk 
about.  They want action. They want the top i c  of 
assessment broug ht forward immediately and dealt 
with. When is  the M i n ister of M u n ic i pal Affai rs go ing 
to annou nce a pol icy concerning  the Assessment 
Review and,  more i mportantly, when is he going to do 
someth ing  about it? I was encouraged that h e  was 
read ing  the report in the H ouse th is  afternoon - the 
lengthy copy too - so maybe I could go out and tell my 
constituents there's hope; the M i n ister i s  at least read­
ing  the document. - ( I nterject ion)- Wel l ,  he had the 
book with h i m ,  that's a l l  I 'm going by. I th ink he was 
pro baby at Page 3 or 4. Now the M i n ister keeps say ing  
that  he's consult ing ,  M r. Speaker. N ow, consu ltat ion 
has its place;  we a l l  k now that ,  but what we real ly need 
now is action.  

I get many phone cal ls from constituents, as I ' m  
sure you a l l  d o ,  but o n e  o f  the subjects that comes u p  
qu ite often is t h i s  perplex ing  business o f  assessment. 
Several people have p honed me to complain that n ow 
they have to pay taxes on their farm homes. And why, 
Mr .  Speaker? Because they are i n  such d ifficu lty 
f inancia l ly on their  farm that they've had to f ind work 
off the farm. This leads to the fact that, of course, 
obviously they make more money off the farm, so t hey 
have to pay taxes on their house. I t's rather hard for 
them to u nderstand this, M r. Speaker, when they l ive 
in the same neighbourhood with people who are n ot 
having d ifficu lty with their farm ing operation but who 
are paying no tax on their farmhouse. 

Now I'm n ot go ing to say that the M i n ister caused 
this problem. I t's a problem of longstand ing ,  but the 
M in ister has created an expectation that someth ing  
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wi l l  be done about it. Th is, M r. Speaker, is i nterest ing ,  
because h e  is  sti l l  consult ing.  He p lans  to g o  out  and 
ask the mun ic ipal it ies for their views; they have 
already g iven their views. A report has been tabled. It's 
h igh ly u n l i kely the op in ions of the mun ic ipal off icials 
wi l l  have changed a g reat deal. I f  he were to announce 
a pol icy, then there would be someth ing  to d iscuss. So 
we're looki n g  forward to hear ing ,  i n  early January, 
what the M i n ister i s  go ing to ta lk about when he goes 
forth to h i s  meetings in rura l  Manitoba. We would also 
l i ke  to know how many meet ings he's go ing to have 
and where they are go ing  to be; that would also be 
i nterest ing .  I would suggest he state h is  pol icy and get 
on with it .  

Wh i le I 'm on that subject of gett ing  on with it ,  I th ink  
perhaps I w i l l  echo the  words of the Member for  Lake­
s ide, who suggested that we get back in th is  House as 
early as possib le in January and get back to work. The 
people in Manitoba are wait ing for answers; they're 
wait ing  for these u nfulf i l led p romises. Their hopes 
were buoyed by last year's election and they're eager 
to have someth ing done about  i t .  

Now,  before I leave the subject of taxes, I would also 
l i ke to read from an art ic le wh ich was quoted by the 
Member for Swan R iver the last day when we met, an 
art ic le from the W i n n i peg Sun from Friday,  December 
1 0, 1 982. 

" M u n ic ipa l  taxpayers may have to bai l  out rural 
hospitals that are being swamped with red i n k  because 
of the p rovince's payro l l  tax. 

"Several hospital adm i n istrators said yesterday that 
the payro l l  tax is  swel l i ng  their  deficits and they don't 
know where they are going to get the money." 

Further a long in the art ic le, it  says, " 'The 1 .5 percent 
payroll tax is  k i l l i n g  us,' said one adm i n istrator who 
d i d  not want to be identif ied. Taxpayers aren't going 
to be happy about seeing a hospita l  tax." 

Now, when i t  was i ntrodu ced to us,  it  was not cal led 
a tax o n  the hospitals that are operat ing in this pro­
v ince. Again ,  I quote, "What is fr ighten ing is that hos­
pitals can't l ive with in  the G overnment gu ide l ines and 
people could eventual ly f ind that a large port ion of 
their taxes are go ing to the local hospita l ."  So there we 
have another problem with the taxes of th is  provi n ce, 
compounded by the payro l l  tax. 

S ince my constituency's economic base is  main ly 
agr iculture, I would l ike to talk about that subject for a 
moment. Many farmers i n  the G ladstone constituency, 
as in  other areas, were hard hit by weather condit ions 
this summer in this past g rowing season. There were 
severe ha i lstorms in parts of the constituency; there 
was very early frost. A l l  th is  played havoc with the 
q ual ity and the q uantity of the g ra in  which was harv­
ested and,  therefore, the g rades were d own,  pr ices 
were down, but production costs cont inued to go up.  

I have a young farmer in my constituency who told 
me that, if he had stayed in  bed for the last three years, 
he'd be further ahead with his farm operat ion .  He was 
going beh ind  s imp ly because he was putt ing  in a crop, 
try ing  to g row a crop every year. He's gett ing further 
and further beh i n d  every year, wh ich brings me to 
remark in some areas of -( In terject ion)- Would he 
ever. Several farmers in my constituency, in  g reat 
n u m bers actual ly, have decided this year it would be 
too expensive. They cou ld  not face putt i ng  in a crop, 
so they rented out their land. Now they're faced with 

the fact that the people who rented the land from them 
can't afford to pay the rent. - ( I nterjection)- So it is,  
i ndeed, the Member for Lakeside, a v ic ious c i rc le .  
- ( I nterject ion)- Wel l ,  let's not get i nto that. 

Now, the farmers read the papers, and they learned 
that the workers are ask ing for h i g her wages; some 
are threaten ing to strike for even h igher wages. The 
Federal G overnment of Canada suggests a 6 and 5 
restraint .  The Premier of Manitoba suggests 9 per­
cent, but after hearin g  question period today, I am a 
l ittle hazy on what he is suggest ing .  N ow the farmer 
shakes h is  head,  6 a n d  5 sounds l i ke heaven to h i m. 
Any increase would be welcome. We also,  as d is­
cussed in question period today, f ind that M cKenzie 
Seeds' company workers are gett ing  a f i rst-year 
i ncrease of 1 3; it says around or about 1 3  percent. 
Who k nows what i t  i s  when we hear the exact f igure? 
They've ratified the deal which cal ls for a second-year 
increase between 1 0  and 1 2  percent. Wel l ,  there are a 
lot farmers that w i l l  be in terested i n  that one - very 
i n terested. When the farmers suffer, so do the busi­
nesses which service the agricultural commun i ty. The 
machinery dealers, the fuel  dealers, fert i l izer dealers, 
ent ire communities that surround agricu lture suffer. 

I talked to a fuel dealer in my constituency. She told 
m e  that she wasn't real ly  a great worrier; she let her 
h usband d o  the worryi n g  about the bus iness. She 
looks after the books and so forth ,  but she's real ly  
worried now.  S he's very concerned because their  
accounts receivable have reached the same amount 
as their  net worth .  She f igures that i s  the t ime she 
real ly needs to start worry ing .  I hope s ince I talked to 
her that  perhaps their  harvest has come in  not too 
badly and maybe some of her b i l ls have been paid,  but  
th is  i s  a problem throughout the agricultura l  area of  
M a nitoba. Bus iness is  suffering because farmers are 
sufferin g  and now we add the payro l l  tax. We can't 
seem to mention any of this without gett ing  i nto the 
payrol l tax;  it  enters every phase of our  l ife. As the 
Membe r  for Lakes ide was heard to say from th is  
House, they're even taxing  prayer. 

So, agr iculture is in trouble in Manitoba. The beef 
producers who hoped for help from a stabi l izat ion 
p lan  are now f ind ing that  the p lan  is not g o i ng to be 
the boon that it was promised to be. Those farmers 

· who've s igned up in desperation - in desperat ion,  M r. 
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S peaker - that they could save some vestige  of their  
beef operat ion.  I hope that they read the regu lations 
before they s ig ned. I am afraid maybe some of them 
d i dn't, or d idn't  have the opportun ity to. The reg ula­
tions that go along with that Beef Stab i l ization Plan ,  
M r. S peaker, are not favoured by th is  s ide of the 
H ouse. We do not bel ieve they should have the powers 
that vest in the Stabi l ization Board. 

A lso, the farming commun ity would d o  well to pay 
attention to what's happening to their cousins in the 
c ity. The M i nister in charge of U rban Affairs is rapid ly 
becoming more and more i nvolved i n  the C ity of W in­
n ipeg's affa i rs .  This G overnment feels that i t  should 
be in charge of everyth ing  - absolutely everyth ing .  
The rura l  areas, the  farmers, the towns, the v i l lages, 
should watch this Government c losely. Before they 
know what is  happen ing ,  the M i n ister of M un i c i pa l  
Affairs may very wel l  be u ndermi n i n g  the authority of 
the rural counci ls, but i f  he does it with the speed of 
which he has done anyth i n g  about the assessment, I 
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g uess we maybe won't need to panic about that situa­
t ion.  So, we' l l  lay it aside for a few m inutes. 

Now, one problem with speaking  late in the Throne 
Speech Debate is  that most of these su bjects have 
been covered before. But one subject which has not 
been covered by anyone on any side of the House is 
the su bject of l ibraries. ru ral pub l ic  l i braries. When I 
f irst thought of inc lud ing th is i n  my remarks, I was 
go ing to g ive an i mpassioned plea to the Government 
side for more money for l ibraries. I can rea l ize that 
after the defic it Estimates were tabled the other day 
that I would be wast ing  my t ime.  A l l  I can say to the 
M i n ister of U rban Affai rs is for God's sake, don't cut 
the l ibrary b udget; don't cut the l ibrary a l lotments. 
Publ ic  l ibraries, M r. Speaker, have always been u nder­
f inanced and have never been able to g ive the service 
they wish to the people of th is province. 

The reason I mentioned this problem at this time is 
that there is something i nteresting  happen ing  in the 
field of pub l ic  l i b raries recently. I t  is d i rectly a result of 
the deteriorating  economy. The trend ,  M r. Speaker, as 
the economy weakens and s i n ks to greater depths, is 
the g reater use of pub l ic  l i braries. I have talked to 
l ibrarians all over this province and to L ibrary Boards, 
and they tel l  m e  that the p i ctu re is the same every­
where. It is q u ite evident in p laces l i ke Thompson 
where there is  high u nemployement. 

N ow, the fac i l i t ies are faced with a problem. Their  
reven ues are not l i kely to rise, but their costs defin itely 
w i l l .  A nyone who's bought books recently k nows that 
prices have r ise n  drastical ly in the last few years; add 
to that other r is ing costs and the p icture is  very very 
g loomy i n deed. Now we w i l l  add to the p i cture the 
payroll tax, and the situation becomes d iffic u lt, i f  not 
absolutely i m possible. Where can pub l ic  l i b raries cut 
costs? They can buy less books and materials which 
in  turn defeats the p urpose for their  very existence. 
The payrol l  tax will lower the buying power of l ibraries 
in  this provi nce or cut the service of this important 
commun ity serv ice - probably it wil l do both .  

Speak ing  of cutt ing costs, M r. Speaker, I would l i ke  
to suggest to the Premier of th is provi nce that s ince he 
is  so fon d  of tal k i ng to people and vis it ing people that 
perhaps he would l i ke  to go out and have a chat with a 
few l ibrary boards and l i brarians i n  th is  province. If he 
wants to learn h ow to cut costs, he should learn from 
them. They have been do ing  it for years. They are 
masters at the art of paring budgets, mak ing  do and 
waitin g  for better t imes. 

At a recent conference of the Manitoba L ibrary 
Trustees Association, I w i l l  read one of the resol utions 
which was brought forward. I t  has to do with the B i l l  
o n  Lotteries. I quote, "WHER EAS B i l l  22, w h i c h  would 
broaden the area i n  which lottery money may be 
spent,  has been passed by the Manitoba Leg islature 
and is sti l l  not proclaimed; and,  WHER EAS lottery 
money was or ig ina l ly des ignated for spending o n  
recreation a n d  cultu ral affai rs; a n d ,  WHER EAS l ibrar­
ies have been fortunate in receiv ing some lottery 
mon ies to date: and,  WHEREAS al l  cu ltural and 
recreational expenditures are affected by the present 
f inancial  restra i nts; THEREFORE BE IT R ESOLVED 
that the Manitoba L ibrary Trustees Association go on 
record as support ing the or ig inal  i ntent regarding  the 
spend ing  of lottery funds; that is .  for culture and 
recreation and u rge the Government to continue 
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honouring th is commitment." This motion was passed 
by that organizat ion.  The u nderlyin g  reason for bring­
ing  th is resolution to the meeting ,  which as it states 
with B i l l  22 which broadened the areas where lottery 
money could be spent, and it was a fear wh ich was 
mentioned in th is  H ouse by the M em ber for La Veren­
d rye, I bel ieve, in committee, that this would just go 
i nto general revenues and n ot be strictly earmarked 
for cu l tura l  activit ies and recreation .  I th ink  th is  was 
what caused th is  resolut ion to be brought before that 
meeting ,  which by the way took place on the 23rd of 
October, 1 982. 

A lso moved at that Annua l  General Meet ing  was the 
folowing resolut ion. I quote: "Resolved that the exe­
cutive of M LA" - which is the Man itoba L ibrary Asso­
ciat ion - "as soon as possible make representation to 
the Government of Man itoba respecting its genera l  
review of local government fund ing w i th  a view to  
i ncreasing g rants to a l l  pub l ic  l i b raries i n  the  pro­
vince." That was endorsed by that meet ing  of the 
Manitoba L ibrary Trustees Association also at that 
meet ing .  

There was a lso another resolut ion concerni n g  l i ­
braries wh ich came to that meet ing .  I t  was i n it iated by 
the Town of Melita and it was endorsed at that meet ing  
and also, I bel ieve, came before the U nion of Manitoba 
Mun ici pal i ties meet ing in November and it was passed 
there. I ' l l  read from the U M M  version and I q uote: 
"Whereas the cost of m u n ic ipal i t ies for the operati n g  
of l i braries h a s  g reatly increased i n  recent years; a n d  
whereas i n  most cases t h e  rural community that has 
establ ished a l ibrary has been faced with decreas ing 
populat ion, which results i n  a decreas ing participa­
t ion of f inancial  support from the Province of Mani­
toba;  therefore be it resolved that the U nion  of Mani­
toba M un ic i pal it ies request the Provi nce of Manitoba 
to increase the per capita share accord ing  to r is ing 
costs of operat ing  for the fund ing of l ibraries ."  As I 
said,  I understand that resolut ion was passed at that 
meet ing of the U n io n  of Man itoba Mun ici pal it ies. -
( I nterjection)- Oh,  I know. 

Now, last Session, at the very beg inn ing of the Ses­
sion we had a speech from the Member for B u rrows. 
N ow, I t h i n k  perhaps it's t ime that speech or part of it 
was read i nto the record again,  because I am sur­
prised that the M em ber for B u rrows has n ot risen i n  
h is  place t o  repeat it .  I t  came along toward t h e  end,  the 
part I 'm go ing  to q uote, came at the end of h is  
remarks. I t 's  o n  Page 19  of  the February 26th H ansard 
of 1 982, and I q uote: "W8 need a responsible govern­
ment, not only for the present, but for a l l  t imes to 
come. What do I mean by a responsible government? 
What is  meant by respons ib i l ity i n  government? Res­
ponsib i l ity means it is a government that is accounta­
ble. It means accountabi l ity, accountabi l ity in the 
sense of bein g  answerable to someone o r  to some­
body. Responsi b i l ity in government means answera­
b i l ity, accountab i l ity, with a suscept ib i l ity to rat ional  
explanat ion of a l l  its actions and decis ions i n  the 
sense that there is  an  honest and s i ncere attempt to 
get all the factual informat ion,  to consider all the 
alternative courses of action and all the consequen­
ces after serious and long de l iberat ion;  only then, 
shal l  it  make the choice and imp lement the action 
-that wi l l  be a responsib le government." 

Further a long i n  the same speech ,  I quote: "Acti-
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vism in government also means that we shal l  always 
do what is  appropriate and honest and mora l  and 
v i rtuous and for the good of a l l  the people of th is 
provi nce, not just for the good of part icu lar i nd iv iduals 
or part icu lar corporations or part icu laristic i nterest; 
but activism in government req u i res power and u n­
hampered d iscret ion."  

Further along on the same page, I quote: " . . .  i t  can 
only be responsible i f  i t  has a sol id commitment to 
eth i cs of publ ic mora l i ty. I t  is publ ic moral ity that 
makes powerful people responsible: i t  i s  pub l ic  m oral­
ity that makes g overnment responsible." 

I th ink  perhaps there should be some reflection on 
the words spoken this year in the last Session by the 
Member for B urrows. As I say, I 'm surprised he hasn't 
been o n  h is feet say i ng it aga in  and again and again .  
Actual ly ,  as a new member, I am d i sappointed to have 
to even br ing that sort of th ing before the H ouse again.  
As a new member, I 've been d isappointed i n  many 
t h ings i n  th is  House over the last year.  - ( l nter­
jection) - M ostly the G overnment. It has been said by 
some, inc lud ing  the M i n ister of Health, that we should 
not be wast ing t ime tal k i ng about h onesty and truth. 
The F i rst M i n ister d id  not rise to defend and talk about 
honesty and truth. The F i rst M i n i ster d idn't even rise 
to defend the Throne S peech. He has been absent i n  
the d iscussions s o  far o f  the Throne Speech .  

I w i l l  g ive just a few thoug hts on t he Throne Speech. 
-( In terject ion )- No, there isn't m u ch in i t .  The News 
Service came out with several pamphlets on it, rehash­
ing it. I t  says on one page, "Job spend ing plans help to 
spur economy." Wel l ,  I th ink  they're spurr ing a dead 
h orse. The B randon Sun says that the Throne Speech 
is a vague document. I say that the Throne Speech is 
mainly a rehash of programs that have been announced 
before, programs that have already happened, not a 
g reat deal about what is go ing  to happen. Very, very, 
very l i tt le about agricu lture. They w i l l  mouth to us that 
it is the backbone of the economy, but they barely 
mention it in the Throne Speech .  

They get together with people a t  a meet ing a t  Por­
tage, they hold hands and they talk about the impor­
tance ol busi ness and i n dustry in the p rovi nce, and 
then they decide - I th ink  it was two weeks later - they 
announced in the Throne Speech that they're going to 
go i nto the insura n ce busi ness. I don't th ink that the 
people that were at the meet ing w ith them wil l  have 
much faith in their act ions after this ,  u n less they hap­
pened to tell them at that meet ing that they were go ing 
to go i nto the insurance business. I doubt very much i f  
they d id .  

They later on ment ion that there is some job train i ng 
and retra in ing  for tec hnolog i cal changes but I don't 
know what jobs they're go ing to be go ing to. They can 
train them but what are they going to do when they're 
trained? I d idn't hear anyone i n  my constituency or 
anyone from my part of the cou ntry screaming  and 
rav ing for M anO i l ,  the Manitoba O i l  and Gas Corpora­
t ion,  but it's mentioned i n  the Throne Speech. We're 
go ing to get it whether we want it or not, apparently. 
No one in my constituency was keen on that: I ' m  sure 
they're not keen on the Government going i nto the 
i nsu rance business. There are a l ready, as the Member 
for R iver Heights has po inted out, many many people 
in the i nsurance business; we don't need any more 
people in that. 
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N ow, we come to what they're go ing to do because 
of the F inancia l  Report they had to table. They're 
concerned, they say. It 's n ice for them to mention they 
were concerned. We hadn't noted it otherwise, so it's a 
good th ing  they wrote it down. They also, we note, i n  
t h i s  document that they c i rcu lated a t  t h e  t i m e  of the 
announcement of the defic it ,  said that it was approp­
r iate. We happen not to agree with that,  but I 'm look­
i n g  for these th ings that they're go ing to cut d own.  Oh ,  
yes, they're go ing to repriorize here. 

O n  Page 4- all the th ings they're go ing to do.  One of 
them is  no addit ions to the Government's vehicle fleet. 
Wel l ,  I guess when you've got a l l  the cars you need, 
you don't have to add to the vehic le fleet. They also 
say they're going to l i m i t  new h i ri n g  to a l l  but the most 
essentia l  posit ions. Wel l ,  b ig  deal .  That i s  the only 
h i ri n g  they should have been doing a l l  a long is  to 
essential posit ions. Why would you h i re i f  the th ing  
wasn't essential? Out-of-prov ince travel w i l l  be l i m ited 
to essential conferences and meet ings - I would hope 
so. I would have faith that they would be do ing  that a l l  
t h e  t ime, o n l y  d o i n g  those th ings w h i c h  are essential 
to the good of all Manitoba. 

I f ind it i nteresti n g  that they recognize, f inal ly ,  the 
problems w ith F inance going beyon d  the borders of 
th is  prov ince. I t's q u ite i nteresting ;  they d idn't rea l ize 
that before. I t's suddenly came to them as a bolt out of 
the blue. I s uppose i t  was when the accountants 
brought them the news of what the deficit was go ing  
to be .  "Aha, we can't d o  anythi n g  about i t ,"  they said,  
" it's somebody else's problem ." I t's always somebody 
e lse's p roblem. I th ink  i t  is h igh  time that this G overn­
ment got to work and we w i l l  be g lad to come back to 
work in early January and get on with the very very 
i mportant business of the people of Man itoba. 

Than k you, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St Johns. 

M R .  D. MALINOWSKI: Mr. Speaker, f irst of a l l ,  I 
would l i ke  to congratu late you on your great perfor·· 
mance during  the d i fficu lt discussions which we had 
i n  the last couple of days. I ,  a long with the other 
members of this House, were q u ite concerned with 
your health and problems, but thanks to the Lord for 
your recovery. I wish you the best of health in the 
future. Also, I w ish to congratu late you and your 
charm ing wife on your 25th ann iversary 
which you celebrated last month.  I you both, 
behalf of the people of St. Johns. the best of health 
and happiness in the future. 

M r. S peaker, I also would l i ke to extend my best 
wishes and congratu lations to the new members 
added to the Cabinet, but especia l ly the Honourable 
M i n ister of Labour, who is my M LA. 

Best wishes and congratu lat ions to the new Deputy 
Speaker, the Honourable M em ber for R iver East: and 
a lso,  the C hairman of the Committees, my col league, 
the Honourable Member for B urrows. 

M r. Speaker, i n  keep ing  with the tradit ion,  I 'm espe­
c ia l ly happy i n  congratu lat ing  my col leagues, the 
Mover, the Honourable Lady for R ie l :  and the Seconder 
to the Speech from the Throne, the Honourable 
Member for Thompson .  

M r. Speaker, many t h ings have been sa id  and many 
ideas raised dur ing Debate on the T h rone Speech o n  
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both s ides of the House: therefore, before dea l ing with 
matters in the Throne Speech I want to make a qu ick  
general review o n  condit ions i n  our  cou ntry and i n  the 
world .  A l l  th is has bear ing on the matters before us i n  
th is Legislature. M r. Speaker, s ince w e  last met, many 
more thousands have been added to the ranks of the 
unemployed i n  Canada, in  the U nited States, in  Eng­
land and everywhere i n  the Western World .  Many 
more businesses have gone bankrupt; many more 
people have been added to the ranks of the poor. 
-( I nterject ion)- Yes, and many thousands more 
have d ied i n  wars and in the violence of our  t imes. 

In the world as a whole, p rogress was made only in 
one field - more nuc lear weapons have been added to 
the stockpi le .  More weapons of destruction have been 
produced, stil l more are in production and sti l l  more 
are i n  the p lann ing stage. 

M r. S peaker, last J u ne, 20,000 people in Manitoba 
marched in protest against this madness of our t imes, 
inc lud ing myself. I was glad, Mr. Speaker, that repre­
sentatives of a l l  parties part ic ipated i n  that marc h  and 
spoke out against an  i ncrease of further n uc lear  wea­
pons, when there are a l ready enough to destroy a l l  
l ives 20 or 30 t imes over. When approach ing  the t ime 
when those of the  Christ ian faith celebrate the b i rt h  of  
the  Pr ince of Peace, th is surely wi l l  be the  most 
appropriate time to consider how the world got i nto 
the present warl ike state and how we m ight get out of 
it .  Our Prime M i n ister recently made a statement 
which reveals that hopeless state of the economics 
not on ly  i n  Canada but i n  the whole of the Western 
World .  Trudeau was reply ing to a question raised i n  
the H ouse of Commons b y  Terry Sargeant, N O P  
defence crit ic. M r. Sargeant protested that Canada 
was becoming i nvolved i n  the productio n  of parts of 
the MX m issi les. The Pr ime M i n ister j ustif ied th is  o n  
t h e  g rounds that t h i s  w i l l  provide more jobs for 
Canadians. 

Mr .  Speaker, have we in Canada become so com­
pletely bankrupt of ideas that we m ust rely on the 
production of weapons of mass destruction to provide 
jobs for our  people? I s  the whole of the Western World 
so completely bankru pt of pol icies to provide jobs for 
the 30 or 40 m i l l ion  unemployed? M ust we rely on war 
production to provide jobs for m i l l ions of u nem­
ployed? This, M r. Speaker, is the most damning 
i n d ictment one cou l d  make of any economic  system. 

M r. Speaker, recently in  TV i nterviews some A lberta 
businessmen said test ing of cru ise m issi les in that 
prov ince would provide jobs for workers in A lberta 
and wou ld be good for business. Some people i n  
Wyoming say placing the MX m issi les i n  that state w i l l  
provide some jobs for the  local people there. Accord­
ing to this k i n d  of th ink ing ,  we could say the destruc­
tion cost in World War I I  was a g ood th ing .  I t  p rovided 
m i l l ions of jobs rebu i ld ing  the d estroyed cit ies of 
Europe and other parts. 

M r. Speaker, I have seen c it ies in Poland, my former 
homeland, red uced to rubble; especial ly ,  the capital 
city of Poland, Warsaw, 85 percent was destroyed 
dur ing the Warsaw u pris ing .  We k now many cit ies i n  
England, i n  France, i n  Germany that had been reduced 
to ru ins in the war. Rebui ld ing those cit ies certainly 
provided jobs for qu ite a few m i l l ion people, but only a 
l u natic may say that bombing of those cit ies had been 
a good th ing because it provided jobs. 
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Should we not also question the sanity and wisdom 
of those who say the armaments program is  a good 
thing because i t  p rovides jobs for some people? I 
make no apology, M r. S peaker, for dea l ing  with th is i n  
the Throne Speech Debate, because the present arms 
madness is mak ing it very d ifficu lt  to deal with the real 
needs of the people. Provinces are hard-pressed for 
revenue, while the Federal Government wastes so 
many m i l l ions in  arms production. The world is  spend­
ing aroun d  $600 mi l l ion ,  M r. S peaker, in the produc­
t ion of weapons to k i l l ,  whi le  m i l l ions l ive i n  h unger 
and appa l l i ng  poverty. I hope n o  one i n  Canada is 
starv ing ,  but we are restricted in the good work that 
could be done to improve condit ions of l ife because of 
the huge funds squandered on armaments. 

M r. Speaker, one of the most i mportant parts in the 
Throne Speech deals with the serious matter of pro­
v id ing jobs for the u nemployed. Surely, i f  some of the 
b i l l ions wasted on arms production could be made 
avai lable to the provinces for projects of benefit to the 
com m u nity, i t  would provide even more than an 
armaments program. I am not opposed to having an  
adequate defence for  our  country, but  at a t ime when 
Canada and its a l l ies already have enough weapons, 
nuc lear and otherwise, to destroy all l ife 30 t imes over, 
it  is surely t ime that we concentrate on more worth­
whi le  projects. 

S ince the whole of the Western World is faced with a 
desperate u nemployment p roblem, it is a t ime for 
some new th ink ing  of this problem. Surely, with one­
and-a-half m i l l ion Canadians out of work we should 
face the fact that changes in the present work agree­
ments are long overdue. The present L iberal G overn­
ment in Ottawa is  tal k i n g  about work sharing .  The 
main  objection of the workers to the k i nd of work 
sharing proposed by the L iberals i s  that it amounts to 
poverty shar ing.  I am sure no worker would be 
opposed to work sharing i f  that doesn't mean reduc­
tion of pay, but I know this cannot be done in one 
province. I t  has to be effective nationwide, but it is 
surely someth ing to which our  honourable members 
should g ive some thought. 

M r. Speaker, I just got a paper from a friend of m i ne 
from B.C.  who sent it to me, the V ictoria T imes­
Colonist. It is a fu l l-page art ic le in which the Cathol ic  
B ishop of the D iocese of V ictoria has some strong 
words about our present economic system. He said 
the capital ist system in Canada m ust be changed i f  the 
m ajority of people are to get economic j ustice. I am 
g lad to quote a fellow member of my profession.  I t  
shows w e  are n o t  o n l y  interested in  t h e  spir itual wel­
fare of the people, but also their physical well-be ing ,  
and I p ray and hope that venerable Bishop w i l l  run for 
the NOP in the next election in B rit ish Columbia. 

Bishop Rene D urut said,  "The Federal G overnment 
is  refus ing to face the fundamental question fac ing  
society and it's throwing a l l  the  burdens on the 
workers. The G overnment c uts wages b ut wil l  not 
control profits." I haven't t ime to quote all the words of 
this V ictoria B ishop. I certa in ly agree with h i m  that we 
have to change the structure of society to make it 
more justif iable, as it is with the g lar ing i njustice 
everywhere. 

M r. Speaker, I would l i ke to refer for just a short 
t ime, because my t ime is runn ing ,  that there is a m is­
understanding from the opposite s ide about our  want-
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i ng  to g ive a l ittle help to the people. M r. Speaker, 
when we are f inancial ly assist ing the elderly people or 
fixed i ncome people to repair their h omes and at the 
same t ime creat ing new jobs, the honourable members 
opposite are screaming to the top of the roof that we 
are spending money fool ish ly ,  but when the Federal 
G overnment, whether it be L iberal or Conservative for 
they are in the same basket anyhow, when they are 
pour ing hundreds of m i l l ions of the taxpayers' dol lars 
i nto the Chrysler Corporat ion ,  to the so-called free 
enterprise, then th is  is not fool ish ;  th is  is a very wise 
th ing  to do.  M r. S peaker, if this i s  r ight and just to do 
such a th ing ,  then cal l  me the Archbishop of Wal l  
Street. 

Mr. Speaker, when we are f inancia l ly he lp ing smal l  
business, then accordi n g  to the honourable members 
opposite way of th ink ing  - not only th ink ing  - th is  i s  
even worse, their  bel iefs - we are  squandering m oney 
foo l ishly :  we are creat ing jobs artif icia l ly - temporary, 
unproductive, unconstructive. B ut ,  M r. Speaker, when 
the Federal Government again ,  whether L i beral or 
Conservative - they are both i n  the same pocket of the 
corporate welfare bums - they are pouring over $ 1 00 
m i l l i on  of the taxpayers' m oney i nto CPR every year 
because they employed people, this is the most r id icu­
lous, shameful and u njust course of act ion.  

I f  we o n  th is s ide of the H ouse want to ra ise the 
m i n i m u m  wage because of the cost of l iv ing and in fla­
tion so the workers w i l l  be able to make ends meet, the 
honourable members opposite are cal l ing us social­
ists: they are cry ing  that we are causing bankru ptcy. 
When we are putt ing  back rent control to protect low 
income people, the honourable members opposite 
call us social ists. They are accus ing  us of tak ing away 
a p iece of the landlord's da i ly  bread. When we on the 
Government s ide want to protect our land and natural 
resources for the people of Manitoba, the honourable 
members from the o pposite s ide are accusing us of 
establ ish ing state control. 

M r. Speaker, the people of Manitoba remember very 
c learly when in 1 981  the Tory Government was pre­
parin g  to g ive away land and natural resources for 
nearly next to noth ing .  I am, of course, referr ing to the 
Alcan issue. M r. S peaker, I haven't enough t ime to 
recal l  all of their i rresponsible and i rrat ional  course of 
act ion .  M r. Speaker. we m ust face the fact that Canada 
and the whole of the Western World is in a very serious 
economic crisis.  Surely, all honourable members 
shou ld  rea l ize that d rast i c  economic  and soc ia l  
changes are necessary to cope wi th  th is  crisis. 

In conclud ing  my remarks, M r. Speaker, I would l i ke 
to say after my col league, the Honourable Member for 
R iel ,  from her last speech - it w i l l  take only a moment 
-th is  i s  from Page 1 7, q u ote: "The performance of th is  
Government over the past year, and the pol ic ies and 
the p rograms to be pursued in  the p resent Session 
once again affirm my confidence in the present 
G overnment as a Government of i nnovat ion and 
energy, i ntegrity and compassion ,  a G overnment that 
is an active and dedicated part ic ipant in the demo­
cratic d ia logue between the people and their  repre­
sentatives that is so fundamental to the very funct ion­
ing  of our  society." 

With these remarks, I would l i ke  to thank you very 
much for your attention. 

MR. SPEAKE R :  The Honourable M em ber for La 
Verendrye. 

M R .  R .  BANMAN: Thank you, M r. Speaker. One can­
not help but rem ind the Mem ber for St. Johns,  the 
former Member for Point Douglas, the descriptive 
adjectives he used about the Member for Fort Rouge 
when he was chal lenging him for his nomi nation i n  
that St. Johns seat. I would j ust say when h e  mentions 
to us that we are cal l ing him socia l ists and other 
th ings, I wou l d  j ust remi n d  him of the few things that 
he said about h is  now col league, the Attorney-General 
of the province.  It wasn't us who said it; i t  was one of 
their  own party that says, "And I 'm g lad to see that 
over the years the wounds sort of heal and memories 
sort of fade with regard to certai n  things l i ke that." 

F i rst of al l ,  Mr .  Speaker, I would l ike to cong ratulate 
the Deputy S peaker. I would l i ke to also congratu late 
the C hairman of Committees. 

I would also l i ke to congratulate the M over and 
Seconder for their  part ic ipation i n  th is Throne Speech 
Debate. 
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I 'd also l ike  to congratulate the new M i n i sters. When 
looking at the new M i n isters, I g uess one has to really 
say that a few of them have their work cut out for them. 
I feel part icu larly sorry for my friend for Dauph in ,  who 
is  now the M i n ister in charg e  of the Manitoba Tele­
phone System, because a l l  of us know who the new 
chairman of the Telephone System is, namely, the 
former Member for Seven Oaks, Saul  M i l ler, and I 
rea l ly  wonder who's reporting to who i n  that part icu lar 
i n stance. I t h i n k  i t  would be very d ifficu l t  to have 
somebody with Saul  M i l ler's backgroun d  who was 
involved i n  the i nterim team and someone with as 
much  experience as the Ch ief Executive Officer of 
MTS real ly  taki n g  a lot of orders from the M i n ister. I 
hope - and he w i l l  f ind out through the years of being 
M i n i ster - that i s  probably the b iggest cha l lenge to 
r ide herd o n  the bureaucracy. I just hope that h e  has 
enough stamina and enough intest ina l  fortitude to 
make sure that M r. M i l ler  is report ing  to h i m  and that 
he isn't report ing to M r. M i l ler. 

The Member for F l i n  Flon - we also w is h  h i m  well i n  
h i s  new capacity. I m ust say, M r. Speaker, that I was 
sorry that he cou ld n't make it out to the opening of the 
elderly persons' housing out in  Ste inbach. He was 
ably represented by h is  special assistant and by peo­
ple from MHRC.  That part icu lar fac i l ity, Mr. S peaker, 
i f  I may deviate for a moment,  i s  of part icu lar i nterest 
to the people of Stei nbach and I th ink  is a fac i l ity 
which a lot of people in Manitoba could take a lesson 
from .  It was true co-operation  between a l l  three levels 
of government - that's federal. prov inc ial and m un ic i­
pal  - the service c lubs in the part icular area and the 
churc h  comm un ity, who raised a substantial  amount 
of money to br ing the 5-percent contribut ion with 
regard to th is  project to a point where they do have a 
n u m ber of amenit ies i n  that part icu lar  p roject which a 
l ot of faci l it ies d on't have. So we're very proud to have 
had that type of co-operation from all levels of 
government to bui ld that part icular fac i l ity. 

The other M i n ister, the M i n ister of Labour - m y  
col league, t h e  Member for Lakeside mentioned earl ier  
someth ing  that I was about to mention but I under­
stand that he talked about it .  I ' d  just l i ke to briefly also 
comment o n  that. We've seen the M i n ister join the 
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boycott on the M cDonalds' hamburger bun fiasco. 
That same day there was a big announcement that 

some of the companies in the Un i ted States were very 
unhappy because Flyer got a m u lt im i l l ion dol lar con­
tract. I guess what would have been the height of 
r id iculousness, I g uess, would have been for the u nion 
that works at F lyer to come out to be demonstrat ing  
w i th  the  Manitoba Federat ion of Labour and boycot­
t ing McDonalds, because this is the very type of th ing 
that we have to be very careful of in  th is country. We 
can become an is land u nto ourselves, but I chal lenge 
members o pposite to real ly  read the statistics i n  
Manitoba o f  what that would d o .  I f  w e  h a d  t o  only 
produce the agricu ltural products to feed ourselves, 
our whole economy in Manitoba would v i rtual ly col­
lapse. Even though we want to have a certai n  amount 
of protect ionism and we don't want to see outside 
forces come in and compete with us u nfairly, one has 
to remember that the majority of our wealth and goods 
come from our exports and not from producing for 
own consumption. 

I also found  it i nterest ing watchi n g  TV the other day. 
The M i n ister of Labour, stand ing at the U n ion Centre 
along with a n u m ber of other people, really runn ing  
down the Federal G overnment's 6 and 5 program. I 
would suggest to you, M r. Speaker, that one of the 
b iggest problems this Government faces over the next 
l ittle wh i le is the problem that the private sector, the 
people that are prov id ing the mean i ngful  jobs i n  this 
prov ince. wi l l  not be able to g ive the wage increases 
that the Government is pay ing .  A classic example is 
M cKenzie Seeds. There is no corporation today and,  
M r. Speaker, the f igures point it out - $81 m i ll ion  drop 
in revenues. By who? By the corporations,  the profits 
aren't there. The p rofits to increase the wages aren't 
there and th is  Government wi l l  face the cha l lenge 
over the next year, not from this Opposit ion alone, but 
by the people of Manitoba who work in the private 
sector. Those people are try i ng to make ends meet. 
There are many employees, such as MacLeods, who 
have a l ready agreed to a cut i n  pay.  What d o  you th ink  
they th ink  when they hear th is  Government saying ,  
first of a l l ,  a 9-percent increase. Wel l ,  maybe we're not  
go ing to tamper with  that: it  m ight be a 1 2-percent 
increase and then even a 1 3-percent increase, l i ke 
M cKenzie Seeds. The average person on the street 
realizes that he or she is faced with certain economic 
and tough t imes that  they are go ing to have to ,  as the 
Th rone S peech says, weather the storm. 

For civi l  servants, for G overnment employees, for 
people in the pub l i c  sector, to accept wage i ncreases 
in the magnitude of 1 3  percent is wrong when we have 
the unempl oyment. Fifty-two thousand people u nem­
p loyed and we're see ing  wage increases paid for by 
the pub l ic  sector - the very people that you're go ing to 
d raw the funds from. 

M r. Speaker, to go ahead and i n d icate in a case l i ke 
M cKenzie Seeds where they've just refi nanced -
they're us ing the refi nanc ing tool now - so that they 
can show a p rofit and on the other hand pay a h igher 
wage. I just caut ion the members opposite that th is  i s  
a s low brewing  t ime-bom b out there and you k now 
what? A lot of the people in the Civ i l  Service are 
start ing  to realize it .  I 've had people come to me from 
the pub l ic  sector and say, l isten ,  I get an i ncrement 
this year and I ' m  go ing to get a substantial  increase. 
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You know what? The g uys around me, who are 
m i dd le-management posit ion; my friend, who is work­
i n g  as a mechan ic  in one of the garages is  hard­
pressed to hang o n  to h is  job. He's go ing to work th is  
next year i f  he poss ibly can.  He's  going to work and.  
hopefu l ly, work for the same wage he had last year 
and maybe not be cut back, and he sees me stand ing 
there and the papers read a 1 3-percent, 1 4-percent 
increase. 

M r. Speaker, the people of Man itoba w i l l  not stand 
for it and this Government w i l l  have to come out with a 
pol icy to make sure that the c iv i l  servant - you look 
through your book - the people that are o n  the 
Government payro l l  who are making $25,000 a year 
and there are very few people in the teach in g  p rofes­
s ions, i n  these professions, the professors at u n iver­
sity, who are not mak ing over $25,000.00. That means 
they are go ing to be receiv ing a 1 a-percent increase, a 
$2,500 increase, p lus an i n crement. M r. Speaker, the 
people who are strugg l i ng to keep their h omes, the 
people who are pay ing  the taxes, the people who are 
faced with layoffs are not about ready to accept a 
1 3-percent increase to the pub l i c  sector at a t ime 
when they are  try ing to  hang o n  to what they have. 

M r. Speaker, I want to briefly also, as many members 
have done previously, comm ment on some of the 
problems we faced in the Legis lature the last couple of 
days - the activities and events of the last few days. I 
g uess one of the b iggest problems that we have as 
legislators is i n  try ing to br ing points across to our  
constituents w i th  regard to what happens here. We a l l  
have been asked, when are  you leav ing for  Ottawa 
again or how come you're not in Winni peg, isn't the 
House s i tt ing  or what are you do ing  at home th is  
morn ing?  Then, of cou rse, you expla in  that  the H ouse 
sits in the afternoon and the even ing  and that's part of 
our jobs as members to expla in the system that we 
operate u nder here. 

B ut ,  the other th ing that I have found over the years 
that has been a truth is that we f ind out that good news 
is not news. In other words, good news does not get 
the type of coverage in the media ,  whether it be elec­
tronic ,  newspaper or whatever, because it is not con­
troversial .  Good news is  not news. Very few people in 
your constituencies wi l l  real ize - they'll see the b icker­
i n g  and the argu ing  back and forth - but they won't 
realize that last year out of a l l  the b i l ls brought  i nto th is  
H ouse col lectively, about 80 percent were agreed to 
unan imously by everybody. Sure ,  they were argued i n  
comm i ttee and better poi nts were made, but the 
majority of b i l ls, 80 percent were passed u nan i mously 
by th is  House. That means that there was a d i fference 
of op in ion on 20 percent of the b i l ls .  I ' l l  bet you could 
take and break those down and br ing it down to about 
maybe 10 controversial b i l ls that were dealt with and 
dealt  with very elaborately. I defy anybody to real ly  
get  a good art ic le or have had any coverage on a b i l l  
that was non-controvers ia l .  I t  just passes throug h  the 
House and nobody talks about it. G ood news is n ot 
news. 

Now, hav ing said that, Mr Speaker, the other prob­
lem, of course - and this is a problem that many parl i­
amentarians have raised over the last l ittle whi le - is 
t he problem that most of the news taken from this 
Legislature is  taken during the 40 m inutes of question 
period. Therefore. people are, I daresay, very con-
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cerned dur ing the question period how they look and 
how they answer. I 'm sure members opposite have got 
some BetaMaxes or video p layers. and they watch and 
see if the i r  hand movements are too much or if they're 
look ing  right at the camera. I notice from the F i rst 
M i n ister. the way he s m i les n ow a l l  the t ime when the 
camera is on. I 'm sure he's got people out there coach­
i ng h i m .  which is  smart because that's where we get 
our c l i ps n ow. When I came i nto the Legislature and 
the televis ion wasn't there. you'd ask your question 
here and then they'd i nterview you outside. Then.  
you'd get your coverage that way. B ut. r ight now. the 
problem is  that for 40 m i nutes, the camera is k ing and 
everybody's p lay ing  to the camera and I think that's 
wrong.  

Hav ing said that, M r. Speaker, the problem that  we 
have d u ring  the rest of the t ime when the question 
period isn't o n  is  a bad one. We had a prime example of 
th is the other day in the H ouse, last week. The 
Mem ber for Turt le  Mountain got up and gave a well­
researched speech. He spent a lot of t ime on that 
speech .  M r. Speaker. I commend it to anybody that 
wasn't in the House. it  was a good speech .  I t  put 
forward his points. I t  was accurate and I know the 
member has laboured many a long hour over that 
speech. He. M r. Speaker. got v i rtual ly no p ress on that 
speech.  On the other hand. the other speaker r ight 
after h i m .  who f lew i nto a t i rade about what he cal led 
b igot remarks, got front-page coverage. Here. you 
have an  i nd iv idual  who has painstak ingly taken and 
written good speeches. but the sensational aspect of it 
is what really i s  receivin g  the coverage. 

M r. S peaker, I have to say that real ly bothers me. I 
k now it's a fact of l ife and I 'm  not chast is ing anybody 
for it .  That's real ly what's happen ing .  I t  real ly fl ies i n  
t h e  face o f  what should b e  happen ing  here. Members 
are n ot preparin g  themselves because t ime and t ime 
aga in  when you do come i n ,  and you've done al l  that 
research. it  takes somebody to get up and make some 
kind of remark and i n  a few m i n utes. hav ing not done 
any homework about it. can d isrupt the House and 
thereby get the head l i nes. Mr .  Speaker. I put that on 
the record. I don't th ink we're go ing  to change that 
much. but it real ly bothers me as someone who has 
been here over the last 1 o years and seen it deteriorat­
ing  to that situation. 

Mr .  Speaker. I bel ieve. in s i tt ing  and l isten ing to the 
Throne Speech a week-and-a-half ago. that really 
what we saw is  one of the best P.R. snow jobs that we 
have ever seen.  The G overnment on the one hand is 
blami n g  us and they are using the tactic that we say, 
when we talk about a problem in the constituency, 
where are we going to get the money? You can't have 
it both ways. You can't have spend ing and you can't 
have it the other way. M r. Speaker. it  was they that 
raised the expectat ions of the people. M r. Speaker. it  
was they that prom ised that there wouldn't be any 
bankru ptcies. I t  was they that promised that they 
could turn around the harsh economic reality. What 
has h appened? In fact. it  has gone the other way. 
We've s l id  in even further. 

So. I say to the F i rst M i n i ster and I say to his Cabinet 
col leagues and the back benchers. that they can't 
have it both ways. You can't on the one hand have 
p romised that and then on the other hand say. oh n ow 
we can't do anyth ing .  I t's l i ke  the farmer who had a 

very s ick horse and he advertised it i n  the paper. For 
Sale: One horse. I t  was vc;ry sick.  Mr .  Speaker. I t  was a 
s ick horse. So. he had this fel low come who didn't  
k now too much about farming and he looked at the 
horse, and anybody that knows a l i tt le bit about agri­
culture knows that when a horse is standing there with 
h is head down and doesn't m ove for half-an-hour. he's 
not fee l ing  too good. So. the farmer says to the fel low. 
I'm ready to sell it  cheap; sell it for $ 1 00.00. After a l ittle 
b i t  of horsetrading ,  he sold it to the guy from the city 
for $75.00. The guy takes his horse home. two days 
later the farmer gets a call. This guy from the city says, 
the horse d ied. The farmer said. funny.  she never d id  
that before. That's what we see happe n i ng here,  M r. 
Speaker. 

What's happen ing here is  the members opposite 
k new that we had a very s ick economy and yet, they 
were b laming it total ly  o n  the previous adm i n istrat ion.  
Now. a l l  of a sudden,  they are g iven the rein s  of 
government, and what does the Speech say, M r. 
Speaker. it says, the recession continues. Th is  long 
recessi o n .  When national recovery comes. M r. 
Speaker, they are now saying ,  hey, we're just but 
i nnocent pawns i n  th is  whole situat ion ,  and we're try­
i n g  our  best. That is not what they told the people a 
short year ago. Oh.  what a d ifference a year makes. 
Mr. S peaker. 

They are now try ing to say to us that we real ly  can't 
do anyth ing .  we are just go ing to put ourselves in a 
hold ing pattern; that hold ing pattern, of course, means 
an  i ncrease in the defic it  and we've now overrun $200 
m i l l i on more than we thought and that's really too bad. 
We're going to put everyth ing  in a hold ing pattern. 

One of the h i g h l i ghts in the B udget was an  effort by 
th is  Government to st i m ulate the film production 
i ndustry. Wel l .  Mr .  Speaker. as one cit izen i n  my con­
stituency put it. I guess what they were try ing to create 
is Howard's Ho l lywood of the North .  M r. Speaker. that 
type of p rogram is not go ing  to br ing them out  of the 
economic problems that they promised to br ing us out 
of. 

Last year in the Throne S peech, they promised to 
protect the Manitoban. the average Manitoban against 
i nflat ion .  They promised to ensure h is  or her con­
t in ued economic well-be ing .  N ow. what has hap-

. pened. M r. S peaker? We've got increases in welfare 
rates: c ity welfare rol l  rises by 1 28 percent. Not u nder 
a Tory G overnment, M r. Speaker. u nder an NOP 
G overnment, who promised that they could look after 
the i nd iv iduals. They would stim u late the economy to 
such an extent that th ings would be better than they 
were. 
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What happened to the u nemploy ment rates? I have 
to refer again to a speech made by the Member for 
C h u rch i l l .  He rea l ly went after the previous admin is­
tration for the u nemployment rate - 22,000 u nem­
p loyed - and he said it was absolutely shamefu l ;  the 
Government should res ign .  Now. we've got 52,000; a 
year-and-a-half later, 52,000. after he's been i n  control 
for a year. The North has practical ly shut down. 
What's he doing? Very l i ttle, M r. Speaker, very l ittle, 
and I say to you, that's part of their problem. 

The members opposite. if one were to take a l l  the 
time and read the speeches back that they made and 
all the promises that they made, really must appre­
c iate to a certai n  extent the reason for some of the 
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th ings that have happened over the last l ittle whi le .  
When we look at the i ncompetence in try ing  to 
manage the deficit ,  we have seen it jumping to a 
record half-a-bi l l io n  dol lars. 

When th is  G overnment took office a short year ago, 
they expressed d ismay at the Budget. They said 
th ings were i n  shambles; they said i t  was going to be 
what. 260 m i l l ion?  I t  came i n  at what,  251 ?  251 .  We had 
predi cted what, 253? That means that we were less 
than a percentage point  out in our  predict ion.  Now, i n  
o n e  year these i ncompetents i n  the front row take over 
and what do we have? We have an overrun of close to 
75 percent of the Budget that they had brought down. 

N ow I say to you, Mr .  Speaker, that it's not just 
overspending and it's not just revenue shortfal ls.  As a 
matter of fact, I bel ieve the overspending is a larger 
port ion of the overrun ,  so let not the G overnment 
blame decreased revenues alone. As a matter of fact, 
your personal  i ncome tax th is year, you're go ing  to 
col lect more than you had predicted you'd col lect. So 
let's not just blame i t  all o n  revenue shortfal ls ,  because 
revenue shortfall is one side of the equat ion,  but you 
have overspent your projected deficit by $ 1 06 m i l l ion .  
So let's not ta l k  about bein g  fantastic people who can 
really control and are real ly  in charge of what's 
happening.  

Now, then what's happeni n g  o n  the other hand is  
they are  now see ing  that, hey ,  we've got  a bit  of a 
problem. We've got a half-a-b i l l ion dol lar  defic i t  and 
u nless we're go ing  to raise taxes q uite substantia l ly  o r  
cut back, it  c o u l d  h i t  800 m i l l io n  next year. Let's p u t  
t h i s  deficit i n  perspective. They projected last year 
that $289 m i l l ion  would be collected from the sales 
tax. That means 5 percent sales tax br ings in $292 
m i l l ion .  If they raise the sales tax this year to 1 0  per­
cent, that means doubl ing it, they would barely have 
enough to be i n  a break-even posit ion. Barely enough,  
M r. Speaker. I f  they increased the personal i ncome 
tax i n  th is  province, doubled it ,  they wou l d  bring in 
roughly about $580 m i l l ion ,  which means they would 
probably, g iven the projections that I am sure they're 
work ing with,  even have a deficit of  200 m i l l io n  even i f  
they doubled the personal i ncome tax i n  th is province. 

Mr. Speaker, this g ives the problem of this deficit a 
new mean ing ,  because if you're ta lk ing about f igures 
you're not ta lk ing about rais ing the l iquor tax a l ittle bit 
o r  f idd l ing with the smoki n g  tax or adding 1 percen­
tage point  on sales tax which w i l l  br ing in rou g h ly 
about $60 m i l l ion ;  that w i l l  have v i rtual ly no i mpact. 
The deficit i s  of such a mag n itude that it w i l l  requ i re a 
1 O percent sales tax to bring down or a doubl ing of the 
personal  i ncome tax just to cover that def ic it ,  never 
m ind  try ing to repay a l ittle bit of what they've got th is 
year. 

So they face a very big problem. So what do they 
do? The M i n ister of F inance comes in and says, I am 
go ing to put on controls. I am going to cut back o n  
cars; I am go ing to c u t  back o n  travel. Then w e  ask 
h i m ,  how much is that go ing to save? He can't tell us. 
How can somebody who is  in charge of the purse of 
the Provi nce of Manitoba say, M r. S peaker, that h e  
k n ows where it's a l l  go ing and then when we a s k  h i m  
what t h e  f igures are, he can't tel l  us? S o  I say, M r. 
Speaker, th ings l i ke that part icular revelation by the 
M in ister of F inance is  someth ing that is really d istur­
b ing to mem bers opposite, because you cannot make 
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decisions. How are you go ing to make decis ions if you 
don't k now what the outcomes are going to be? You 
know, the M in ister of F inance seems to use those 
f igures, and go out and say all kinds of th ings and then 
have trouble later o n  in back ing up what he's say ing .  

One of the th ings that really struck me,  and I th ink  
it's been spoken about in  the  H ouse but  I am go ing to  
repeat i t ,  i s  the problem that h e  had suddenly with the  
CNR when the CNR was going to remove some of the  
health benefits from the  CNR workers. The payro l l  tax 
had been i mposed and he of course said in support ing 
documents of the Budget that  "the funds raised 
through the levy of health and post-secondary educa­
t ion w i l l  be fu l ly  expended on these pr iority areas; 
therefore contributing d i rectly to the ma intenance 
and enhancement of the qual ity of l i fe in our prov ince." 

Mr .  Speaker, then i n  September wheri he comes 
under f i re, he says not one s i ng le  penny that i s  taxed 
from the rai lways can be traced to the surg ical system, 
Schroeder says. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease, o rder  p lease. The 
t ime being 5:30, I am leav ing the Cha ir  to return at 8 
p .m . ,  when the honourable membe r  w i l l  have 1 5  
m i nutes remai n ing .  




