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Time -10:00 a.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. J. Walding: Present ing Peti-
t ions Readi n g  and Receiv ing Pet it ions 
P res e n t i n g  R eports by S t a n d i n g  and S p e c i a l  
Committees 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

RETURN TO ORDER N0.15 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Attorney-General. 

HON. R.  PENNER: Thank you. Mr. Speaker. I beg 
leave to f i le  the R eturn to O rder of the house No .  1 5  
dated J u n e  29, 1 982, o n  the motion o f  the Honourable 
Member for Lakeside. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Govern­
ment Services. 

HON. J. PLOHMAN: M r. Speaker, I would  l ike to table 
the report of the Man itoba Telephone System for the 
year 1 981 -82; and the report of the Board of I nternal 
Economy. 

MR. SPEAKER: N otices of M ot ion 
of B i l ls 

. I n troduction 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach O ral Question period 
I d i rect the attention of honourable members to the 
gal lery where we have 35 students of G rade 9 stand ing 
from the Landmark Col leg iate. 

These students are u nder the d i rection of M r. Neu­
feld and M r. Reimer. The school is  located in the 
c o n s t i t u e n c y  of  the H o n o u rab l e  M e mb e r  f o r  
Springfield. 

On behalf of al l  of the members. I welcome you here 
this morn ing .  

ORAL QUESTIONS 

M R .  SPE A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u rable Leader of the  
O pposit ion. 

Re Speaker's rulings 

HON. S. l YON: Yes, M r. Speaker. I have a question 
for the F i rst M i n ister. Did the F i rst M i n ister. M r. 
Speaker. a ny member of h is caucus or any th i rd party, 
for or  on behalf of the F i rst M i n ister or members of the 
government,  make any contact d i rectly or ind i rectly 
with M r. Speaker on December 9th, relative to h is 
ru l i ngs dur ing the speech given by the Honourable 
M ember for Fort Garry on the afternoon of December 
9th? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F i rst M i n ister. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: I ca l led upon Mr. Speaker person­
ally at 5:35 p.m. yesterday, in order to advise the 
S peaker that I wanted a copy of the transcript perta in­
i ng  to the proceedings i n  the latter part of the after­
n oo n  and i ndicated to the Speaker that I felt that some 
unparl i amentary language had been ut i l ized, particu­
larly in respect to some references by the Member for 
Fort Garry in relationship to myself, and that I expected, 
upon perusal of the transcript, to raise a matter of 
privi lege at 8 o'clock. 

HON. S. l YON: Well, M r. Speaker, given the answer 
by the F i rst M i n ister, I must say, S i r, with the g reatest 
of respect to you, that h i s  answer cal ls  for a substan­
tive motion which would have this matter referred 
i mmediately to the Privi leges and Elections Commit­
tee because there has been ,  by v irtue of the answer 
given this morning, a suggestion of h igh  i mpropriety 
with respect to your abi l ity, S i r, to carry on in your 
position. 

It 's my i ntention then, S i r, to move a substantive 
motion that th is  whole matter be referred to Privi leges 
and E lections where evidence can be taken u nder 
Oath in order to determine what prompted the out­
burst from you. S i r. last even ing .  I hope we wil l  have 
the support, M r. Speaker, of the members of the 
government to have this referred i mmediately. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Attorney-General. 

HON. R .  PENNER: M r. S peaker, f i rst of a l l, further i n  
response t o  the first q uestion asked by the Leader of 
the O pposition, at approximately 7:50 p.m. yesterday 
evening I cal led at your office to pick up a copy of the 
transcript which had been requested by the F irst Min­
ister and p icked u p  that transcript, and shortly after 
left your office. That w i l l  complete the record on that, 
as far as I'm aware. 

Secondly, with respect to the suggestion by the 
H onourable Leader of the Opposition. the office of the 
Speaker is  open to any member of the House and may 
cal l  upon the S peaker to raise a q uestion with the 

· Speaker at any t ime, and to ask the S peaker to furnish 
a transcript when Hansard is not avai lable; to go as far 
as the F i rst M i n ister has said that he has gone to say 
that there's a point that concerns h i m  and that is why 
he is asking for the transcript, that is  perfectly proper 
to suggest that it is i mproper; and then to go ahead 
and say, Sir, that you in the exercise of your duty, 
hav ing calmly or attempted to calmly read a ru l in g  
which was entirely yours, that th is was - what was the 
language - a n  outburst 011 your part as a further 
attempt to derogate the office of the Speaker, which is 
lamentable in the extreme. 
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HON. S. l YON: M r. Speaker. I m ust rise to make th is 
point .  I suppose it would be a point of order arisin g  
from t h e  comments made b y  t h e  H ouse Leader a n d  
t h e  F i rst M i n ister. 

The suggestions that contacts with you, Sir ,  reflect­
ing u pon a decision that you made earl ier in the day 
are not i mproper, do not have any acceptance on th is 
side of the House. or i ndeed i n  the precedence of any 
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parl iament, and I can only say, S ir, and I say it with 
great respect, that we wi l l  be bring ing a substantive 
motion to have all of this referred to Privi leges and 
Elections. I can't honestly, S i

.
r, offer you any advice i n  

t h e  meantime but I suggest. S i r, that your position has 
become u ntenable in  the House. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

Increase in health care construction 

MR. L. SHERMAN: Thank you, M r. Speaker. My q ues­
t ion is to the Honourable F i rst M i n ister. I n  view of the 
fact. S i r, that the Honourable First M in ister has seen f i t  
to make an issue of th is ,  not when I said it but several 
hours later in the House last n ight ,  I would now ask the 
honou rable gentleman if he can confirm that in a 
recent address to an audience i n  Vancouver he stated 
that in the past year, u nder his government, Manitoba 
has enjoyed "an i ncrease of a lmost 1 00 percent i n  
health construct ion." 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F irst M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, yes, and it is  based 
upon the f igures as per the Budget Address of the past 
spring. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: Mr.  S peaker, can the Honourable 
First M i n ister also confirm that he made the same 
statement, the same pr incip le, in sl ightly d ifferent 
form in his year-end statement, meet ing  the chal­
lenges i n  Manitoba, to the effect that "restoration of 
the health care system has been led by a n  increase of 
almost 1 00 percent i n  health construction." 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, we recal l  very well  
the freeze that had been i mposed by the previous 
government perta in ing  to hospital and personal care 
homes. The fact that this government, in the first year 
of it  being in government as per the announcements, 
as per the work that has a l ready been commenced, 
has i ndicated a forward thrust perta i n ing to hospital 
and personal care home construction in Manitoba. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, with the part icu larly 
acute memory_ that the Honourable F i rst M i n ister 
seems to have for the last four years, does the F i rst 
M i n ister remember two other facts: the fact that the 
Capital Construction Program in the health faci l ity 
field, u nder the Lyon adm i n istration in that four  year 
period, totalled $234 m i l l ion and that in  the fiscal year 
1 98 1 -82 the program was $34 m i l l ion?  Does he recal l 
those f igures and facts, M r. S peaker? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr.  Speaker, we'l l  certai n ly check 
any and a l l  f igu res that the Member for Fort Garry 
raises. It doesn't requ i re acute memory on the part of 
any Man itoban to recal l  very well how health care 
fac i l it ies, construction of same, were frozen, that they 
weren't proceeded with despite the fact that in many 
instances there was d i re need for the proceed ing of 
personal care home and hospital fac i l i ties, that they 
were long overdue. It was the previous government,  
Mr.  Speaker, that froze tenders, and froze the pro-
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ceed ing of various. hospital and personal care homes 
in the Province of Manitoba. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, does the F i rst M i n is­
ter recall the statement on Capital construction del i­
vered i n  th is  H ouse on Apr i l  27,  1 982 by h is  M i n ister of 
H ealth , the Honourable M ember for St. Boniface, out­
l i n i n g  the fact that the Capital program for the cu rrent 
fiscal year in terms of new approvals and new con­
struction which ,  S ir, is  not, by the way, accu rate, 
because none of them were new approvals for new 
construction,  but even grant ing h im that point ,  that 
the total was $21 .5 m i l l ion? And  then when he makes a 
statement i n  th is  release and i n  Vancouver, c la iming a 
1 00 percent or an a lmost 1 00 percent i ncrease i n  
health care construct ion,  he has got t o  b e  able to 
demonstrate from some $65 m i l l ion  to $66 m i l l ion  to 
$68 m i l l ion  worth of health care construction u nder 
h is  govern m en t  th is  year. I chal lenge him and ask h i m  
now, S i r ,  t o  demonstrate that a n d  show those f igures. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, we' l l  be qu ite p leased 
and q uite happy to deal with those f igures dur ing the 
appropriate t i me, which is the t ime for Estimates. The 
f igures speak very well  for themselves, and the M i n is­
ter of Health and myself w.i l l  be q u ite prepared to deal 
with the figu res during the Estimates. M r. Speaker, we 
wi l l  also be q u ite pleased and q u ite happy to deal with 
the f igures for 1 978, '79,  '80 and '81 as wel l .  

MR. L.  SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, my comment yester­
day and the F i rst M i n ister's motion of privi lege, or h is  
i nterjection of privi lege - I don't k now that he made a 
substantive motion - are based on a statement made 
by the M i n ister having to do with Capital construction 
in the health field u nder his government. 

I f  he's c la iming 1 00 percent i ncrease and now wants 
to talk about four  years, then he has to show us,  not 
$68 m i l l ion  but $468 m i l l ion ,  so I suggest he stick to 
one year, M r. S peaker. He's talk ing about four  years. 
A l l  r ight ,  then give me $234 m i l l ion  doubled and he 
can't do that,  so let us stick to the one year and you 
introduced a program of $21 .5 m i l l ion .  Ours in the last 
year was 34 -( I nterjection ) -

MR. SPEAKER: O rder please. 
The Honourable Government House Leader on a 

point of order. 

HON. R. PENNER: The Honou rable M ember for Fort 
Garry in  another fit of passion is making a speech ,  is 
not asking a q uest ion ,  hasn't been rais ing a preamble 
to a question and is clearly out of order. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the Honourable M ember for 
Fort Garry have a question? 

MR. L. SHERMAN: Yes, Mr. S peaker. Wou ld the 
Honourable F i rst M i n ister del iver chapter and verse 
on h is  c la im dur ing this pre-Christmas sitt ing of the 
House.  He k nows fu l l  wel l  that we probably won't  be 
i nto the Est imates on the Department of Health ' t i l  
February or M arch or perhaps even later. H e  has made 
a statement,  both on the west coast and here, that, Sir,  
is patently u ntrue and i naccurate. If he bel ieves that 
it's true and accurate, then it's h is  responsibi l ity 
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My q uest ion is as asked a few moments ago, for 
those i n  the back row who refuse to l isten: wi l l  the 
Hon ourable the First M in ister del iver chapter and 
verse and documentation on that c la im in this pre­
C hristmas sitt ing of the Legislature? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Health .  

HON. L DESJARDINS: Mr. S peaker, one of the 
i mportant tasks of th is  House is  to look at the Esti­
mates. D uring the time of the Estimates all the ques­
tions are a nswered and I say to this House that I ' l l  have 
all perti nent information and then some when my 
Estimates 

MR. L SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, one f inal  quest ion.  
M ay we the n ,  and may the publ ic of Man itoba then 
conclude from the posture of the F irst M i n ister that he 
does not i ntend to attempt to back up that statement? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable First M i n ister. 

HON. H. PAWLEY: Mr. S peaker, what is basical ly at 
issue i s  u n par l i amentary lang uage, w h i c h  was 
uncharacteristic I had thought of the Member for Fort 
Garry yesterday. Mr. Speaker, what I ' m  not ing this 
morn ing  is  a n  effort on the part of the Member for Fort 
Garry to d ivert attent ion from the n ature of the lan­
guage that he ut i l ized yesterday i n  the afternoon Ses­
sion to reduce the argument to a question of whether 
or not the information was erroneous. What we are 
dea l ing  with in respect to h is  comments is language 
that was q uite u npar l iamentary yesterday. 

Mr. Speaker, as the M i n ister of Health has i ndicated. 
we are q u ite prepared to deal with these q uestions 
dur ing  the appropriate t ime which is  the Estimates of 
the review of the Department of Health, when, Mr. 
Speaker -( In terjection)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. 

HON. H .  PAWLEY: You know, Mr. Speaker, I must say 
I th ink  it's t i me that everybody in this H ouse attempted 
to restore some decorum to this Legis lature. M a nito­
bans expect that of us. Mr. S peaker, and certai n ly the 
last few hours have not demonstrated that and the use 
of u npar l iamentary language in  this House, whether 
it 's on that s ide or th is  side, must be dealt with by the 
members in th is Chamber. 

Mr. Speaker, we' l l  be q uite happy to deal with the 
specifics, chapter and verse, durin g  the Estimate 
review, which is the appropriate time. 

MR. SPEAK E R :  rhe H o n o urab le  Leader of the  
Opposition. 

HON. S. LYON: Mr. Speaker, given the inab i l ity or the 
fai lure of the First M i n ister to a nswer the very s imple 
q ueston about statements that he has made publ icly 
outside of th is province and ins ide this province, 
which he fails to su bstant iate, w i l l  he at least then give 
the u ndertak ing  to the House and to the people of 
Man itoba that he wi l l  not repeat these u ntruthful 
statements unt i l  he has produced evidence before the 
House that they are true? 

HON. H. PAWLEY: I wi l l  not com m it myself to repeat­
ing  statements that are true. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turtle 
Mountain .  

Refinancing requirement o f  Government 

MR. A. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, my q uest ion is to the 
M i n ister of F inance. Can the M i n ister of F in ance 
advise the House what he expects wi l l  be the mag n i­
tude of the ref inancing requirement of the govern­
ment in 1 983-84? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable M i n ister of F inance. 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, I wi l l  take that 
question as notice. 

Study of Dr. Barber 

MR. A. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, a further question to 
the M i nister of F inance. Can the M i n ister of F i nance 
assure the House that Dr. C larence Barber, who has 
been appointed by the gover n ment to examine possi­
ble alternative ways for present ing the budgetary 
statement of the gover n ment,  can the M i n ister assure 
the House that Dr. Barber has not already made up h is  
m i n d  w i th  respect to th is  issue and that he w i l l ,  i n  fact, 
review it in the objective fashion that one would 
expect from an academi c  person in his posit ion? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, that's a n  ins i­
n uation that I th ink  reflects, not on Professor Barber, 
but rather on the member who would  make it. J ust 
wit h i n  the l ast few months there was a national sym­
posiu m  of economists who met here in W i n n i peg, and 
he was one of the honoured guests at that  symposiu m .  
He is recognized across Canada a s  one o f  t h e  most 
able people in his profession, and for the Member for 
Turtle Mounta in  to impugn of the man's i n tegrity, to 
suggest that Professor Barber wou ld accept a job, an 
assignment, to do a study which he had already com­
p leted, which he had already a n  a nswer for is  some­
th ing  that is, q uite fran kly,  shocking .  Professor Barber 

· has i ndeed started the study. I expect that he wi l l  be 
f in ished, hopeful ly  before we get back i nto Session i n  
the New Year. I d o  not bel ieve for one m i nute, not for 
one m i n ute, that he would have commenced a study, 
the conclusion of which he had already come to 
before he commenced it .  
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MR. SPEAKER: The Member for Turtle Mountain .  

MR. A. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, I draw to the M i n ister 
of F inance's attention and to your attention, S ir, a 
letter which appeared i n  the Free Press on December 
5, 1 981 , a letter signed by C larence L. Barber, Profes­
sor of Economics, U niversity of M a nitoba. The letter 
says in part, Mr. Speaker, "The new gover n ment ,"  and 
this is  a direct quotat ion,  "would be wise to  restore the 
Capital Budget approach used by the Rob l in  and 
Schreyer Gover n ments, th is would reduce the deficit  
substantial ly .  In addit ion, some two-thirds or more of 
the $94 m i l l ion  budgeted for debt charges is  properly 
classified as a Current Expenditure. It s imply helps 
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compensate the holders of Man itoba bonds for the fal l  
i n  the buying power of their  assets. Transfer of this 
amount to Capital  Accou nt wou ld reduce the appar­
ent deficit by a further $60 mi l l ion . "  End of q uotat ion,  
M r. Speaker. 

I n  v iew of the fact that D r. C larence L.  Barber is 
a l ready on the record as having taken a position with 
respect to the presentation of the Esti mates, wil l the 
M i n ister of F ina nce n ow cancel that appointment of 
Dr .  Barber on the grounds that he a lready has come to 
a conclusion before the M i n i ster of F inan ce even 
asked h im to u ndertake the study? 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, the members 
opposite have freq uently used the services of certai n  
economists. I don't want t o  name them; I don't want to 
go arou nd impun ing  the motives of those economists. 
Certa in ly, Professor Barber has opin ions; he is not an 
i ndividual who walks around in l i fe without opin ions, 
and I am not answerable for the op in ions which a 
person who is not a member of th is House had a year 
ago. He has u ndertaken a study for th is government 
and he wi l l  provide us with a report. 

MR. SPEAKER: Honou rable M ember for St. Norbert. 

Logan Avenue Park Plan 

MR. G. MERCIER: M r. Speaker, I have a question for 
the M i n ister of U rban Affairs. M r. Speaker, i n  view of 
the fact that the Commissioner of Environment of the 
C ity of Winn ipeg, Mr .  Henderson ,  has stated that i f  the 
M i n ister's Logan Avenue Plan was brought forward by 
a private developer it wou ldn't  have a c hance, and i n  
view o f  t h e  fact that t h e  C ity's C hief Planner, Len 
Vopnsjord,  has i ndicated that the P lann ing Depart­
ment prefers the origi nal  p lan ,  is the M i n ister prepared 
to change what he has proposed to the City of 
Winn ipeg? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Cu ltural 
Affairs. 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: No, Mr. Speaker. 

MR. G. MERCIER: Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, in view of the 
fact that it has been stated by many members of cou n­
cil that the plan. as proposed by M ayor Norrie, was 
only brought forward in order to placate the M i n ister; 
in view of the statements by the professional p la n n i ng 
people at the City, is he n ot prepared to g ive some 
consideration to those comments? 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: Thank you, M r. Speaker. Yester­
day, the Executive Pol icy Com m ittee of the City of 
Winn ipeg passed and made a recommendation that's 
goin g  to fu l l  counci l  with respect to the issue of the 
modified Logan Avenue I ndustrial Plan. a position 
that was adopted by the vast majority of the Executive 
Pol icy Committee. I t  seems to me that the decision­
making body for the C ity of Winn i peg is the City 
Counc i l  and its structures, inc luding the Executive 
Policy Committee, not the senior adm i n istration of the 
City of Winni peg. 

MR. G. MERCIER: M r. S peaker, i n  view of the fact that 
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the M ayor has indicated that this p lan is bei ng brought 
forward only for political reasons because the M i n is­
ter of U rban Affairs has taken such an irrevocable 
position and n ot prepared to concede to the C ity's 
wishes, Mr .  Speaker, and in view of the fact that the 
C hairman of the P lan n ing  Comm ittee of Cou nc i l ,  the 
NOP member for counc i l ,  M r. Skowron, has described 
Mr. Kostyra's p lan ,  the M i n ister's p lan ,  as an abort ion 
and a bastardization of the orig inal  i ndustrial park. 
does he not, Mr. Speaker, in view of the comments 
coming  from the NOP U rban Affairs wing of the party 
and the C hairman of the Envi ro nment Comm ittee, the 
pol it ical  person heading the Planning Committee of 
the City, in view of that comment,  is he not prepared to 
change his mind? 

H O N .  E.  KOSTYRA: Thank you,  M r. Speaker. The 
member seems to misunderstand what has taken 
p lace with respect to the Core Area I n itiatives and,  i n  
particu lar, the Logan Avenue I ndustrial Park. I t  may 
be worthwhi le ,  M r. Speaker, just to take a coup le of 
m i n utes to refresh the honourable member's memory .  

We were faced wi th  a situation when we came to 
government with respect to that part of the develop­
ment of the core. that there was no i nvolvement from 
the residents or businesses that were bejng affected 
by that development. I n  fact, M r. Speaker, the right of 
any involvement by those residents or businesses was 
taken away by an Order- in-Counci l  passed by, and 
p resumably brought forward by that member who was 
M i n ister of U rban Affairs at the t ime,  that took away 
the right of those residents and businesses in that area 
to h ave a say i n  what was happ e n i n g  to the 
neighbourhood. 

I n  v iew of that fact, we put in p lace a Comm ission of 
I nqu i ry which held extensive publ ic  hearings, heard 
representations from businesses, residents, city offi­
cials ,  provincia l  officials,  federal officials and other 
interested parties with respect to the plans for the 
Logan Avenue I ndustrial Park. That Comm ission of 
I nqu iry reported early last summer and suggested 
that the plans for the Logan Avenue I ndustrial Park 
ought to be changed, i n  v iew of the c ha nges i n  the 
economy, the changes with respect to t he Core Area 
I n itiatives and suggested that there ought to be a mix  
of residential and businesses i n  that area. That  p lan 
was adopted and supported by the province and we 
engaged i n  d iscuss ions with the c ity through its 
M ayor and the Federal Government with respect to 
the adoption of that p lan .  These discussions have 
been ongoing to the point that both the Federal 
Government,  the c ity and the province have agreed on 
a p la n  of action for a combined residential and indus­
trial area for Logan Avenue that w i l l  meet the needs of 
the residents of the core area and wi l l  work to meet the 
employment objectives of the Core Area I n it iative. 
T hat was passed unan imously by the Pol icy Com mit­
tee and recommended to the c ity and that's the pro­
cess that's been taking place right now. 

I support the comprom ise that was worked out by 
the M ayor and the federal M i n ister. 

MR. G. MERCIER: M r. S peaker, cou ld the M i n ister 
advise th is House whether or not he has threatened or 
advised other partners in th is p lan ,  that he wou ld not 
p roceed with other segm ents of t17e Core Area l niatia-
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tive Plan u n less they agreed with h is  proposal for the 
Logan Avenue I n dustrial Park? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Cultural 
Affairs. 

HON. E. KOSTYRA: M r. Speaker, the very s imple 
answer to that q uestion is, no.  -( ln terjection)­
Would you l ike to hear the truth? The t ruth is ,  that at 
no t ime d id the province ever suggest to the city or the 
Federal Government that it  wou ld withdraw or make 
any drasti c  changes to the Core I n it iative Plan over 
the Logan Avenue I ndustrial Park. At no t ime was that 
ever stated, M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Tuxedo. 

life insurance industry - government entry 

Mr. G. FILMON: Thank you, M r. Speaker. My q ues­
t ion is for the Honourable M i n ister responsible for the 
admin istration of The I n surance Act in Manitoba. 

My question is, Mr. S peaker, is the M i n ister aware of 
any problems in the l ife insurance industry in th is  
provi n ce that wou ld warrant the entry of the p rovince 
i nto the l ife insurance sales field in Man itoba? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Consu­
mer and Corporate Affairs. 

HON. J. BUCKLASCHUK: Thank you, Mr. S peaker. 
As the M i n ister responsible for The M a n itoba Publ ic  
I nsurance Corporation Act - I presume that's the M in­
ister that the Member for Tuxedo addressed the q ues­
t ion to - or for the Office of the Superintendent of 
I nsurance, yes, that's with i n  Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs. I am n ot aware of any problem that the 
Member for Tuxedo al l uded to. We d id say in the 
Speech from the Throne, that amendments wi l l  be 
brought i n  to permit the province to get into the field of 
l ife i nsurance and pension management. 

MR. G. FILMON: M r. Speaker, then as a fol low-up,  the 
M i n ister responsi ble for this part icular area of the 
province's actions, can he tel l  us i f  the Superin tendent 
of I nsurance - that person responsib le for the regula­
t ion and admin istration of the l ife i nsurance industry 
in th is  p rovince - has recom mended the entry of the 
provi n ce i nto the l ife insurance field through the 
est a b l i s h m e n t  of  a p u b l i c l y  h e l d  i n s u ra n ce 
corporation? 

HON. E. K OSTYRA: Thank you, M r. Speaker. I t  is  not 
the respons ib i l ity of the Supprintendent of I n su rance 
to determine what govern ment pol icy is.  That is the 
role of -( l nterjection)- no,  he has not recom mended 
that .  That's not his role. 

Education funding 

MR. G. FILMON: Mr.  Speaker. my question is to the 
Honourable M i n ister of Education .  

I n  view o f  the fact that the M i n ister has recently 
an nou nced a n  increase i n  funding for the pu blic 
school system in M a nitoba for the forthcoming year of 
1 0.4 percent over last year, w i l l  she be giv ing a s imi lar 

increase i n  funding to p rivate and parochial schools in 
the province th is  year? 

M R .  SPEA K E R :  T he H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i ster  of  
Education. 

HON. M. HEMPHILL: M r. Speaker, the in formation 
went out to school boards that we wou ld  be ma intain­
i ng  the 1 0.4  increase that was in  the Education Sup­
port Program because that was a legis lated program. 
They were prepar ing their budgets and they had to 
have that specific in formation in order to be able to 
cont inue with their budget process. We wi l l  be deter­
m i n i n g  the other a l locations of money in the educa­
t ion system through the Estimates process that we are 
p resently undertaking. 

Wildlife status report 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turt le  
M ou ntain .  

MR. A .  RANSOM: M r. S peaker, my q uest ion is  for the 
M i n ister of Natural  Resources. 

The Wi ld l ife Act requ i res that the M i n ister of N atural 
Resources table a report every five years h av ing to do 
with the status of wi ld l ife populations and the govern­
ment's efforts at manag ing those populations. That 
first five-year report was due the 1 st of October, 1 982 
u nder the requ i rements of the Act, Mr. S peaker. I 
wonder if the M i n i ster can advise the H ouse when we 
m ight expect to have the report? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of N atural 
Resources. 

HON. A. MACKLING: M r. S peaker, I 'm sure the 
department wi l l  be giv ing me detai ls of the report and I 
wi l l  be able to table the report dur ing the course of th is 
Session. 

MR. A. RANSOM: M r. Speaker, s ince the statutory 
requ i rement cal led for an October 1 st tabl i ng  of the 
report of th is year and we are now wel l  i nto December, 
wou ld the M i n ister undertake to d istribute the report 

· to members of the Legislature as soon as it is  availa­
ble, u n less of course he is saying that the report will be 
avai lable before we rise next week sometime? 
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HON. A. MACKLING: Mr .  S peaker, perhaps I should 
take the q uest ion as notice but I want to make it clear 
that as soon as the report is ready, it  wi l l  be made 
available to the H ouse. 

Fishing regulations 

MR. A. RANSOM: I thank the Honourable Minister for 
that a nswer. Mr. S peaker, another question to the 
M i n ister of Natural Resources. Over the past few years 
the department had been negotiat ing with I nd ian 
Bands and representatives of the I n d ian people i n  the 
p rovince and with the Federal Government to make 
changes in  the fisheries regu lations which wou ld res­
tore some of the Treaty rights to I ndian people with 
respect to fishing, has the M i n ister been able to con­
c lude those d iscussions and to have new regu lations 
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passed under The F isheries Act in Ottawa? 

HON. A. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker. I would l i ke to 
confirm what the honourable mem ber has indicated. 
There had been i n i tiatives taken in  respect to the 
development of a regulation. some clarification of the 
domestic f ishing rig hts of N ative people in the Pro­
v ince of Man itoba. The efforts had somehow become 
stalled; they were reviewed. We had a n u m ber of meet­
ings with i nterested people, inc lud ing a broad repres­
entation of Native people, considerable i n put on this 
matter by a Cou nc i l  on behalf of Native organ izations, 
and that work is sti l l  ongoing .  

We have had further meeti ngs. There sti l l  doesn 't 
seem to be a complete rational ization of a l l  the issues 
and I th ink perhaps there may be some reluctance at 
th is t ime on the part of some Native people to con­
clude th is matter because of the upcom ing negotia­
tions in respect to a c larification of their rights in  the 
pending Constitutional discussions. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Lakeside. 

Wild rice study 

MR. H. ENNS: To the same M i n ister. My question is, 
has the M i n ister received the study from h is  former 
col league, one M r. Harvey Bostrom, who was com­
missioned by this government to study the study that I 
commissioned on the wi ld rice question some t ime 
ago? Has that report from M r. Bostrom been received 
by the government? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Natural 
Resources. 

HON. A. MACKLING: Yes. M r. Speaker. J ust to refresh 
the honourable member's memory, I confirmed that 
arrangement in the previous sitt ing of the H ouse and 
ind icated that the study had been completed, received 
and is part of the basis upon which we are draft ing a 
new program i n  respect to wi ld rice. 

MR. H .  ENNS: Is it anticipated that it wi l l  requ i re legis­
lation that w i l l  be presented dur ing the coming Ses­
sion with respect to the wild rice industry? 

HON. A. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, I am somewhat 
amazed that the honourable member does not recall 
that in the Thro ne Speech specific referen ce is made 
to the i ntroduction of a wi ld rice act. 

Fishing regulations - progress 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for Turtle 
Mountain .  

MR. A. RANSOM: One follow-up question with respect 
to the fisheries regu lations, M r. S peaker. The present 
M i n ister of Northern Affairs, when he was in Opposi­
tion. had become agitated at one point over the lack of 
progress that had been made in br inging about these 
new regulations. Cou ld  I ask the M in ister of N atural 
Resources if he has been i n  close consu ltation with 
the M i n ister of Northern Affairs or has the M i n ister 
of N orthern Affa i rs been urging h i m  to concl ude 
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these regulations? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Natural 
Resources. 

HON. A. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, I'd l ike to confirm 
to the H ouse that the M i n ister of Northern Affairs and 
I ,  a l though we don't  s i t  side by s ide,  are i n  frequent 
contact in respect to areas of m utual concern i n  
respect t o  matters affect ing t h e  rights o f  o u r  constitu­
ents. He has been with me in making and considerin g  
observations a n d  recommendations a t  n umerous 
meet ings and I value his i n put. 

Emergency Interest Rate Relief Program 

MR. A. RANSOM: Perhaps that's why noth ing has 
happened, M r. Speaker. My q uestion is to the M i n ister 
of Agriculture. 

As the M i n ister in charge of the Emergency I nterest 
Rate Rel ief Prog ram ,  does t he M in ister of Agriculture 
expect that funds al located for that program wi l l  be 
fully expended by M arch 31 , 1 983 as budgeted? 

M R .  S P EA K E R :  T h e  H o n o u r a b l e  M i n i s ter  of  
Agriculture 

HON. B. URUSKI: M r. Speaker, what I can confirm is 
that i n  terms of the farm and busi ness sector, we are 
above the project ions that we made in terms of reach­
ing  somewhere in the neighbourhood of 600 to 750 
farmers on the program. We have close to 500 farmers 
n ow on the program with i n  the f i rst year of it. Whether 
all the funds wi l l  be expended by M arch 31 , 1 983, the 
member should know that it's a two-year program and 
wi l l  cont inue o n  for two years. I w i l l  take that question 
as notice and dur ing the Estimates we' l l  certai n ly have 
ample t ime to discuss that. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for La 
Verendrye. 

Payroll Tax rebate 

MR. R. BANMAN: Thank you, M r. Speaker, I d irect my 
q uestion to the M i n ister of F in ance and would ask the 
M i n ister whether or not the 1 .5 percent payrol I tax has 
been rebated to people who have qual if ied, in other 
words, businesses who have been e l ig i ble u nder the 
assistance p rogram for the I nterest R ate Re l ief 
Program. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of F inance. 

HON. V. SCHROEDER: Thank you, M r. S peaker. I 'm 
not aware of any appl ications having been received 
but certa in ly i f  there were appl ications then they 
should have been processed and they s hould be 
receivin g  their rebates. If the honourable member has 
a ny in formation with respect to anyone who d id n't get 
one I wou ld  be pleased to receive that and look into it. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Housing.  

Non-profit housing - Manigotagan 

HON. J. STORIE: Mr.  Speaker, i n  response to a ques-
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t ion yesterday from the Honourable Member for Stur­
geon Creek with respect to the $1 0,000 grant to the 
nonprofit housing corporation at Manigotagan, I would 
l ike to report that, yes, in fact the board did approve 
that grant on September 28th .  Further, with respect to 
the f igure that I gave the mem ber concern ing the cost 
of construction, I wou ld l i ke to indicate that the grant 
that the M HRC Board approved in the amount of 
$1 0,000 is being matched by CMHC to build two 
square-log homes in the Manigotagan area and that 
the labour component of those two homes wil l be 
given on a voluntary basis. 

The other home that was constructed by this method 
had a pr ice tag of $33,000, which inc l uded a labour 
component of approximately $ 1 5,000 and materials of 
approximately $1 5,000, the total  cost of the house 
being $33,307 which is su bstantial ly less than half the 
cost of the traditional type of housing that is being 
used for the R u ral and Northern Housing Program.  

I t  is  s ign if icant that CMHC has seen fit to move in  
th is  d i rection,  and we commend them for  that .  We 
expect that we' l l  be able to del iver  twice the housing 
for half  the cost .  In doing that, M r. Speaker, we wi l l  
also be using local materials and local employees and 
benefi t ing the local economies of the comm u nities i n  
which those houses are bu i lt .  

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Member for Stur­
geon Creek. 

MR. J. JOHNSTON: I just would wonder, M r. S peaker, 
I wou ld ask the M i n ister if he did instruct the board to 
look up the report on the Wabowden homes that were 
done u nder the Schreyer admin istration,  made out of 
logs - I don't know whether they were poplar or not at 
the cost of approximately $76,000 apiece. 

HON. J. STORIE: M r. S peaker, those homes were not 
the same type of construction that is going o n  and, i n  
addit ion , M r. Speaker, with respect t o  the experimen­
tal homes that were built in Wabowden, let me say, M r. 
Speaker, that over the past n u m ber of years we con­
t inued to build homes in Northern Manitoba that are of 
the plaster and g lass variety that have a l ife span of 
approxmately 8 years. After that period of time we're 
look ing at renovat ions in the ran ge of $ 1 5,000 and it is 
t ime, and this government i ntends to review those 
policies from time to t ime and to try some experimen­
tation to adapt the p roducts that we have locally to 
make affordable and comfortable homes. I should 
i ndicate, as wel l ,  that the homes we're talk ing about 
are 1 ,200 square feet, wel l  insulated, tr iple pane 
homes for the price range that I 'm tal k i ng about. 

We are n ot going to sit back and continue to deliver 
homes to Northern Man itoba that are not acceptable 
to northeners, that don't last in the northern c l i mate, 
and we intend to do some experimenting and I make 
no apolog ies for the fact that that happened in the 
past. 

MR. J. JOHNSTON: Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, I ' m  very 
pleased to hear that and that the experiments wi l l  take 
p lace and I hope that the government does l isten to 
the experiments and not cont inue, as they did during 
their t ime, to bu i ld  a l l  the northern houses the way he 
says they shouldn't  be bu i lt .  

HON. J. STORIE: Sorry, Mr .  Speaker, I missed the 
quest ion. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Time for question period 
having expired, before we reach O rders for the Day,  
may I d i rect the attention of honourable members to 
the gal lery where we have 27 students of G rade 1 1  
standing from Kelvin H igh School. The students are 
u nder the d i rection of M rs. Humphreys and the school 
is located in the constituency of the Honourable 
Member for R iver Heights. 

There are 22 students of G rade 1 1  standing from the 
G i m l i  H igh  School u nder the d i rection of M r. Melny­
chuk. This school is in the constituency of the Honou­
rable M in ister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs. 

On behalf of all the members I welcome you here 
th is  morning .  

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 
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MR. SPEAKER: O n  the proposed motion of the 
H onourable Member for R iel and the proposed amend­
ment thereto by the Honourable Leader of the O pposi­
t ion,  the H onourable Member for M i nnedosa has 1 2  
m inutes remain ing .  

The Honou rable Member for  M i n nedosa. 

MR. D.  BLAKE: Thank you, M r. Speaker. I t's a b i t  
d i ff icult  to try and pick u p  where I left off  last  even ing  
because a n u m ber of th ings  have happened i n  the  
i n terven ing few hours and it's regrettable that my 
speech got knocked off  the front page by other events 
that took p lace yesterday. However, I w i l l  try and get 
back to the theme that I was on last even ing ,  M r. 
Speaker. 

We were talk ing about job creation and what th is  
government hasn' t  done i n  spite of their  mouthings of 
the great and wonderful things that have happened. I 
won't go i nto the story of the unconsummated mar­
riage where the husband had sat on the edge of the 
bed for so many days tel l ing her how great th ings were 
going to be but noth ing ever happened. After l iste n i ng 
to the F i rst M i n ister th is morn ing on a smal l  radio c l ip ­
I 'm  sorry that I wasn't able to hear it al l - I haven't heard 
such a sad tale of doom and gloom for many many a 
day, and I sympathize with the M i n ister, but I ' m  sure 
that he wasn't th ink ing along those l ines last election 
when they brought out  th is Clear  C hoice for  M an ito­
bans, because there are so many items in here, M r. 
Speaker, that we have brought u p  t ime and t ime agai n  
that we're n ot going t o  let them forget o n  that side of 
the House, clearly shading of the truth. 

M r. Speaker, the shelving of the mega projects that 
has been h igh l ighted in many many articles I t h i n k  is  
one of the sad tales, or sad stories that th is govern­
ment must share a tremendous amount of responsibi l­
ity for.  That was the one hope I think we had i n  Manit­
oba for provid ing  some last ing  and meaningfu l  
employment for  the tech n ical and the other you n g  
people that are going to b e  com i ng onto t h e  work 
force - there was some hope for them. L istening  to the 
F i rst M i n ister th is morn ing o n  h is  Man i toba report 
there just doesn't seem to be any hope left for anyone 
in  the Province of Manitoba. 
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A MEMBER: You m issed the happy ending .  

MR. D.  BLAKE: I d idn 't catch the happy ending and 
I ' m  sure there m ust be one th

'
ere somewhere. But the 

state of the econ omy and the doom and g loom and the 
tone of h is  voice was not going to be very inspir ing to 
any you ng person that was hoping to make their 
future in Manitoba. 

The story that was reported o n  in the Report on 
Busi ness went o n  to talk about those developments, 
Mr .  Speaker, and they end up by saying,  "this is the 
good news but the dark side is  that M a nitoba has 
i nsufficient resources to spark a boom and several 
expected mega projects have been postponed or can­
celled," and we're going to be repeat ing th is time and 
t ime again ,  Mr. Speaker, because this was the one 
chance, especial ly the Power G rid that was wit h i n  our 
grasp and it's been frittered away. 

The article goes on to say, "Premier Howard Paw­
ley's New Democratic Goverment is severely handi­
capped . "  Wel l ,  there's no doubt about that There's no 
doubt about them being handicapped, Mr .  Speaker. 
They're tak ing credit for so many th ings that appear to 
be hopeful ,  that are hopeful signs. 

We hear from the M i n ister of Hous ing that they now 
have their fi nger i n  the housing business and they've 
got their f inger in the m i n ing business, and in the o i l  
business; but  I th ink  it's t ime ,  Mr .  Speaker, where th is  
government got  the i r  finger out  and got  someth ing 
going for  the people of Manitoba. the 52,000 people 
that are out there looking for work. The l ittle make­
work projects l ike cutt ing scrub and th ings of that 
nature aren't real ly going to provide the jobs that we're 
looking for. 

It brings us back, M r. S peaker. to credi bi l ity and 
there's no quest ion about it that th is  government has 
lost any shred of credib i l ity that ilmight have had.  I 
don't know how anyone out there is going to be able to 
believe the statements and the stories that are going 
to be com i n g  across from members on that side after 
what we've just witnessed recently. 

The M i n ister of Energy and M i nes is so concerned 
about h is credi bi l ity and about his accuracy. Wel l ,  M r. 
Speaker. if he were to table the f ina l  position papers 
subm itted by M a nitoba to the other two goverments i n  
Ju ly o f  1 982, it  m ight show what t h e  facts were and 
c lear up some of the i n n uendo,  as they refer to it - and 
they refer to it as s lurs and try ing to discredit h im - a l l  
he has  to  do is tab le  that report and he cou ld also 
enhan ce his position by having M r. Blachford appear 
before the committee, as my leader has suggested. I n  
fact, I t h i nk even i n  a n  editorial o f  the Free P ress they 
ask h i m  to do just that I t h i n k  that would be a good 
move on his part if he's concerned about his cred ib i l­
ity, M r. Speaker, because then we cou ld f ind out just 
what the positions were and who was responsible for 
fum bl ing  the bal l  and losing that project That, as I 
say, is one of the ones that gave smal l  hope to the 
workforce in Man itoba, and the spinoffs of cou rse of 
that project are i n n u merable. 

The cement business in the report to the govern­
ment not too long ago - I won't go i nto it ,  I have a copy 
of it here - they report the p roblems that the cemen t  
industry is i n .  That project would have h a d  a spi noff 
effect there. They're laying off people there. They 
need some large construction projects, some large 
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paving projects to keep their employees on fu l l  staff 
and of course, we k now where the cuts are going to be 
now; they're going to be in  road programs and th i ngs 
of that n ature that would have used that So the spinoff 
effects of some of these larger projects. M r. Speaker, 
wou ld have been just i nnumerable. It's the one l ittle 
hope that the people of Man i toba and the younger 
people coming o n  the workforce had for f ind ing 
employment and for  staying i n  the province. 

Wel l ,  Mr. S peaker, I know my time is run ning out I 
thank you for the opportunity to take part i n  the 
Throne Speech Debate again th is Session.  I n  closing I 
would l ike to mention at th is t ime that the Town of 
Minnedosa and the surrou nding area wi l l  be celebrat­
ing their centenn ia l  year in  1 983. Plans are wel l  u nder 
way to mark that auspicious occasion notably and I 
wou ld  i nvite a l l  members opposite to visit our  area i n  
1 983 o n  whatever occasion they m ight have t o  b e  i n  
the d istrict, because they w i l l  b e  welcome a n d  I know 
they wi l l  enjoy our celebrations. Thank you, Mr .  
Speaker. 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for 
E lmwood. 

MR. R.  DOERN: Thank you, M r. Speaker. I want to 
begi n  by wish ing you well on you r term as Speaker. I 
want to wish you good health and cont inued compe­
tent rul ings and tel l you, in no uncertai n  terms. that 
you have my complete confidence as a n  independent, 
objective and fair  arbiter of debate in the Chamber. 

M r. Speaker, there's been a couple of i mportant 
changes in my l i fe s ince last we met F i rstly, I was 
married on N ovember 1 0, one month ago, to an attrac­
tive teacher; and second ly ,  I was elevated to the th i rd 
tier i n  the Legislature. After 1 6  years i n  the second 
row, it's a change in position and in viewpoint and my 
fi rst observation would be pass the oxygen mask, but I 
th ink  it also gives a member a chance to look i n  a more 
objective fashion at the pol it ical world. 

I want to also, in beg inn ing ,  Mr. Speaker, congratu­
late the Member for R u perts land,  who I t h i n k  made 
one of the finest speeches I ever heard in th is  
Chamber. I th ink  that speech wi l l  be reproduced and 
q uoted for many years to come and should be widely 
d issemi nated. 

I also want to say, M r. Speaker, in open ing ,  that I 
personal ly regret the attacks made on my col league, 
the M i n ister of Corrections. I th ink  I know why the 
O p posit ion is  so determi ned to attack and d iscredit 
the M i n ister of Comm u n ity Services and Corrections; 
it 's basical ly because he was the arch itect of the NOP 
v ictory in 1 977, M r. Speaker. He provided the eco­
nomic research upon -( In terjection) - wel l ,  I ' m  sorry 
I m ust have the wrong year. M r. Speaker, Hansard 
correction,  my colleague provided the economic 
research i n  the years that  we were i n  Opposit ion ,  from 
1 977 to 1 98 1 .  He provided the economic research and 
he led the economic attack which u l t imately brought 
down the govern ment 

I want to say,  i n  terms of h is  record i n  regard to the 
C ity of Brandon, that he has done more as a n  i ndiv id­
ual for the C ity of Brandon than a l l  of his predecessors 
combined. I n  fact, M r. Speaker, the ch i ldren  of Bran­
don are not sure at C hristmas time whether to send 
their letters to Santa C laus or to U ncle Len . both of 
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whom provide goodies for the gir ls  and boys and the 
men and women of B randon . and in h is  case, Mr. 
Speaker, many m i l l ions of dol lars worth of construc­
tion projects and many m i l l ions of dol lars worth of 
jobs and benefits to his area. The people have been 
wel l  served by h i m  in office. 

M r. S peaker, I want to talk f irst about the govern­
ment, because I bel ieve that although the government 
has done wel l  i n  its f irst year i n  office, that it has not 
l ived u p  to the expectations that some people have of 
what the New Democratic Party should,  i n  fact ,  do. I 
th ink  I speak for a lot of New Democrats who want a 
more activist government, part icularly on economic 
issues; and second ly ,  o n  social issues. M r. Speaker, 
the people out there, the people in the party, and the 
people in the pub l ic  want action ,  and I bel ieve that the 
govern ment is  respond ing too cautiously and too 
carefu l ly to the req u i rements of our t ime. It's all very 
wel l  to have your ear to the ground at a l l  t i mes, but the 
problem is that i f  you do that too often the blood 
rushes i nto your head, and it's necessary to stand 
back and to look at the broader issues and the broader 
chal lenges of our t ime. 

M r. S peaker, at some point,  after issues have been 
studied and groups have worked together to solve the 
problems, i t 's necessary to take the act ion,  and in 
part icu lar, to provide the leadersh ip  that is  necessary. 
I would quote one of my favourite sayings from one of 
the wisest men who ever walked the earth ,  Aristotle, 
that the object of all knowledge is action. It is not good 
enough to study; it  is  not good enough to examine. I t  
must b e  necessary t o  act after t h e  facts have been 
gathered and make a decision.  

M r. S peaker, I t h i n k  there are a n u m ber of th i ngs 
that have to be done at th is part icu lar t ime by the 
government,  and I realize that there is a broad l i m ita­
tion on the actions of any government in office i n  
Canada a t  th is t ime and that is, o f  course, t h e  world­
wide recession and the problem of federal cutbacks. 
But I want to say to the M i n isters in the front bench 
and to the Premier in  part icu lar, that there are,  I th ink ,  
four th i ngs that should be done at th is part icular point 
in  t ime. 

Mr .  S peaker, one problem that the government 
faces that's hanging u p  the govern ment and to an 
extent making the adm i nistration nervous, is the size 
of the deficit. N ow, you know, I have been in th is 
House s ince 1966. I recal l  very clearly how the deficits 
were hand led and how the Budgets were made, and 
Duff Robl i n ,  who was,  I th ink ,  one of the more pro­
gressive Prem iers in the h istory of this p rovin ce, 
divided the Budget i nto Current and Capital Expendi­
tures. That, of course, is the on ly  logical way to do 
th i ngs. But i n  1977, when our government was 
defeated, the Lyon admin istration decided that they 
could make the previous adm i n istration look bad by 
com bin ing  these f igures, so they combi ned Cu rrent 
and Capital in an attempt to m ake the Schreyer deficit 
look larger. You know what ,  M r. Speaker? They suc­
ceeded. T hey were successful i n  suggest ing to the 
publ ic that the Schreyer admi n istration had spent a lot 
of money and had run a h igh deficit. 

Now, there's only o ne problem with that part icular 
approach ,  and that is that the n .  they themselves 
became the victim of that part icular strategy. As we 
used to say - and we had th is  debate with in  our own 

caucus on a few occasions when the former Member 
for  Logan was here - they hoisted themselves on their 
own petard. That hurts when you do that ,  I say to the 
Member for Lakeside. 

So, Mr. S peaker, that's what was done. T hey took 
Current and Capital ,  m ade the Schreyer Government 
look bad in  the publ ic  m ind .  But  then as the four years 
wen t  by, made themselves look bad and worse. So, 
then the Lyon Government became a vict im of th is 
pol icy so that at the end they were ru n n i ng deficits of a 
couple of hundred m i l l ion dol lars and people were 
becoming alarmed and that led to their defeat. It was a 
factor in making them look -( I nterject ion)- a self­
inf l icted wound, the worst k ind .  I want to thank the 
M i n ister for h is  useful suggestion;  the bearded M i n is­
ter i n  front of me. 

Mr. S peaker, the result  is  that now we stil l have th is  
phony system of account ing .  I s imply say to the F i rst 
M i n ister and the M i n ister of F in ance and the govern­
ment front bench,  it's t ime we d ispensed with th is  
fool ish  system and went back to a sensib le system of 
provid ing  capital and current expend itures. 

M r. Speaker, I t h i n k  they're probably about 50-50. I f  
the deficit  i s  going t o  b e  aroun d  $500 m i l l ion ,  i f  that's 
what's going to happen , it's probably half  o n  current 
and half  on capital .  I th ink  that people should not be 
h u ng up and psyched out by that part icular type of 
account ing.  

The other th ing ,  M r. Speaker, is  I th ink we have to 
d i rect all our energies and all our resources at eco­
nomic st imulat ion.  We have to combat u nemploy­
ment.  T hat is a serious problem of our  t i me. We have 
to have a dynamic program of housing and publ ic  
works and i n centives to smal l  business; that's where 
the emphasis m ust l ie .  Mr. Speaker, to do that we have 
to tr im some expenditures. I th ink  that the M i n isters 
are now going through that exercise, but I th ink  that 
they're going to have to do a very tough job; tougher 
than they've done to date. I th ink  we're going to have 
to hold the l ine on salaries and wages and we can't be 
award ing  9 and 1 0  and 1 2  and 1 3  and 1 4  percent wage 
increases. 

Mr .  S peaker, I l istened to an announcement today 
that came about a strike that was just avoided some­
where in Canada and the amounts of the settlement 

· were, I th ink ,  staggering and that's at this part icular 
poirit i n  t ime when there's a h igh  amount of u nem­
p loyment; when there's a great deal of importation of 
foreign goods made in Korea and made in Hong Kong 
and made i n  Taiwan. Go downtown and look at where 
the goods are made. Look at the snowsu its for c hi ld­
ren and th ings l ike that. I f ind i t  s hocking.  It's a lmost 
impossi ble to f ind a tag on goods where i t  says M ade 
in Canada. It 's almost a rare rlel ight. At the sRme t ime 
the wages are going up ,  and at the same t ime u nem­
p loyment is  i ncreasing, and at the same t i me i mports 
are coming in and more workers are laid off, and o n  
and on goes t h e  c i rcle a n d  t h e  cycle. 
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Wel l ,  you 're right, I agree with the economist from 
M orris, that it  is  largely the fault of President Reagan 
and he got h is  message didn't he, a month ago. He got 
the fi rst message. He's going to get a bigger message 
in two years and there wi l l  be a Democrat sitt ing  in the 
White House. 

M r. Speaker, the f ina l  point I make here to the 
govern ment is that I th ink  it's going to be necessary to 
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raise some taxes. I th ink  if we are going to run the 
deficits: to pay for the p rograms: to st imu late the 
economy, we have to raise certain taxes. I can tel l  you 
that I am not one who is afraid of rais ing taxes. I can 
tel l  you that I don't l i ke it ,  but I am not afraid to do it .  I 
th ink  that the government wi l l  have to and the M in ister 
of F i nance wi l l  have to consider the sales tax again .  I 
th ink  that th is is one tax that was passed over, but I 
th ink  if it's necessary to keep th ings i n  l ine, if it's 
necessary to st imu late the economy, it  may be neces­
sary to raise the sales tax. 

Mr .  Speaker, my position on that has c hanged over 
the past 1 6  years. When I came i nto this House with 
my col league from Concordia,  we opposed the sales 
tax. We said it was a terrible tax. We said that it  was 
u nfair to the lower i ncome people. Mr. Speaker. I have 
changed my position over a period of time because I 
real ize that -( In terject ion)- Wel l ,  my col league is 
r ight that there was some rebates introduced. T here 
were some more exemptions introduced; that made it 
fair. 

One of the poi nts is,  that of a l l  the taxes avai lable, i n  
addit ion t o  good o l d  l iq uor a n d  cigarettes a n d  c igar 
and l iquor tax and so on. one of the best taxes avai la­
ble is the sales tax. The problem with i ncome tax 
which,  i n  pr inc i ple, appears to be the best tax i n  which 
a l l  of us inst inctively and i ntuit ively support ,  the prob­
lem there is  that people don't pay it. The problem is 
that the people in the h igher i n come brackets have the 
lawyers and the accountants and the tax shelters and 
the schemes and the devices to avoid paying those 
taxes. So it looks great on paper, but in the last analy­
sis, they're not paying that 40, 50, 60 percent. They're 
paying zero to 1 0  percent. 

People l ike President Reagan ,  that g reat free capi­
tal ist enterpriser, a couple of years o n  a n  i ncome of $1 
m i l l ion  paid zero, because he k new how to get aroun d  
payin g  taxes. 

Mr. Speaker, I'd now l ike to turn to the Conservative 
Party and to the speech of the Leader of the Opposi­
tion. I l istened carefu l ly to h is speech and I tried to 
take notes and the two notes I got were: No.  1 ,  e l im i­
n ate the payroll tax, and that he read from our election 
pamphlets . That's it ! But  he d id come up with a terrific 
new phrase about wind and rabbit  tracks. That was, i n  
essence, h i s  contribution t o  the debate. W e  actually 
have a stronger phrase in W i n n i peg,  but he uses a 
rura l ,  more folksy one of w ind and rabbit  tracks. M r. 
Speaker, of course that is the impact of h is  speech ,  
gone with the w i n d  a n d  not a trace: n o t  even a rabbit 
track.  

M r. S peaker, I also acqu i red, l i ke most of us, th is  
new pamph let that  the Tories are sending out .  You 
d idn 't see this? My col league, the M i n ister of Agricul­
ture d id n 't benefit from this pamphlet? No,  I think this 
was a mass mai l ing i n  Winn ipeg. This one came from 
the MLA for St. Norbert and a gentleman i f  there ever 
was o ne. On the i ns ide it has the h igh l ights. S i nce our 
election N ovember 1 7  - they paint a very bleak picture 
- they talk about u nemployment and ban k ruptcies 
bein g  up and the deficit  being  up and so on ;  then they 
talk about a l l  those mega projects. Remem ber the 
mega projects? Yes. the mega wind and mega rabbit 
tracks projects. 

M r. Speaker. I don't believe this f igure which says 
that these projects would have created 1 0,000 and 
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1 2 ,000 jobs; 1 0,000 to 1 2,000 jobs; wind and rabbit 
tracks. M r. Speaker, al l this spi noff about the smelter 
and the potash and the Power G rid and the L imestone 
and so on and so on .  I mean, that was a prom ise wasn't 
it .  I t  was someth ing  that was held out to the publ ic,  but 
they d idn 't buy it .  The publ ic  d id  not believe that the 
Tories would  del iver  on that part icular promise and 
that was a quest ion of credib i l ity and that, of cou rse, 
was the decisive factor in the u l t imate defeat of the 
government. 

Mr. Speaker, we have watched in the f irst week-and­
a-half of th is  Session the performance of the members 
opposite and ,  Mr .  Speaker, I usual ly go to the races 
about once a year. I ' m  not an expert at the track but I 
have decided to offer to the Legislature my estimate, 
in terms of the Tory leadersh ip ,  and how these candi­
dates are doing -( I nterjection)- wel l ,  some of my 
colleagues have been waiting for th is .  

M r. Speaker, I 'm only going to give the start ing odds 
because we're going to have to wait as the race devel­
ops. We saw the horses as they were brought out and 
as they were gal loped around the track and I want to 
give the odds before the race begins .  Now that is the 
hard part and i f  anybody is i nterested in placing a l ittle 
wager they can speak to me later. Now I ' l l  have to 
revise these odds depend ing o n  the performance, and 
1 am an objective observer, and I know that my view 
will be respected on both sides of the Chamber and,  
M r. Speaker, I want to -( I nterjection)- wel l ,  it 's 
cooler up here, it's calmer up here. You don't get acid 
ind igestion.  

M r. Speaker, these are my graded selections. This  is 
a one-m i le race and the purse is the Progressive Con­
servative leadersh ip  and it's open to 35- to 55-year­
olds. Now I may have to extend that age l i m it because 
a couple of the horses are getti ng  up near the 56-year 
mark ,  but long in the tooth and the mane. 

My first prediction is  for the Member for Fort Garry. 
He's the favourite, can lead a l l  the way, that's the short 
l i ne on h im .  And  here's h is  record - th ree-to-two odds. 
Now, n ot everybody will agree with me but I 'm just 
tel l i ng you that I ' m  making book here, not you. -
( I nterjection )- They're looking at h i m  as he runs up 
the track. There's on ly  one th ing  worse than wind and 
rabbit tracks and that's wind and horse hooves. 

Mr. Speaker, on the Member for Fort Garry, he has 
gone the distance in Ottawa and Winn i peg;  he has a 
good i mage and turn of phrase, or at least he used to; 
strongest of the urban field but he dis l ikes a m uddy 
rural track; that is  h is  problem.  He has speed and rai l  
and he is,  I th ink ,  a three-to-two favourite i n  th is race. 
Now he tried, Mr .  Speaker, the other day making a 
Lyonesque speech and I th ink  that was a m istake; it is 
not becoming to h im .  I f  he's going to try that tough 
guy stuff that his Leader usual ly p resents, I th ink  he's 
goin g  to h u rt h imself. I th ink  he should be very careful 
about i mitat ing  his Leader. I say the same to the 
you ng,  impressionable M LA for Pembina  and also the 
youn ger and more impressionable M LA for M orris. He 
has to be carefu l ,  he has to chose h is  idols careful ly 
and model h imself careful ly. 

M r. S peaker, the next best bet in the race is the 
Mem ber for Turt le M ou ntain .  H is l i ne is that he wi l l  
force the issue; he' l l  force this race. Two-to-one. He's 
the favourite of the rural caucus; a fast starter as M in­
ister of F inance and House Leader; tal l ,  dark and 
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serious. N ow every one of these outstanding candi­
d ates has a weakness and here is h is :  with a sense of 
hu mour, he cou ld take it a l l .  He's got to get some of 
that Dave Blake stuff worked into h is  speeches. He's 
got to keep in  touch with the Member for M i n nedosa, 
get some of those one- l i ners and work them i nto h is 
speeches and get that a l l igator story. That 's one that I 
was told and I 've been us ing it ever s ince, t hat's a 
sure-fire winner. If you can tel l  t hat i n  th is House, I 
guarantee you'l l  be Leader of the Opposit ion .  So he's 
a two-to-one favourite and I t h i n k  that he has to be 
rated very highly .  That's his start ing posit ion.  

M r. Speaker, the next - ( I nterjection) - no,  I don't 
see the Mem ber for Emerson on th is  l ist he's i n  the 
stable, he's back in the stable. He's st i l l  clean ing  up 
t he mess from '77,  pu l l i ng  his stone boat up  a nd d own 
outside t he stables. 

Mr. S peaker, the next favourite - I'm not so sure of 
th is  any more. When I put this l ist together I don't  
know whether I 'm going to stick with th is  one, but the 
next one was the M P  for Provencher, Jake Epp. Mr .  
Speaker, t he short l i ne o n  h i m  is he can ' t  be ignored. 

Now we had somebody named Jack M u rta 1 0  years 
ago; he was going to be the new Ed Schreyer but Jack 
d id n ot cut  it ;  f ina l ly he struck out.  But Jake Epp ,  I 
t h i nk ,  is somebody that is a poss ib i l ity and the odds on 
h im ,  five-to-one - ( I n terjectio n ) - that's r ight .  H is  l ine 
is that he runs wel l  at longer d istances and he's trained 
for a federal portfol io but could contest the provincial 
purse. Soft-stepper. but he has a flaw - lacks u rban 
appeal ;  that is t he fatal f law in h i m .  But watch out for 
this one, so i f  anybody's i nterested in  h im ,  he's 
five-to-one. 

Now back to th is  House, M r. Speaker, t he Mem ber 
for Tuxedo remember the Mem ber for Tuxedo? -
must be considered. Mr .  Speaker, whi le these odds 
were made before his speech ,  remember, I made 
these up at t he beg i n n i ng of the Session prior to any 
performances in the House, ten-to-one - t hat's not 
bad . He's t he Member for Tuxedo. --( l nterject ion)­
Wel l ,  I ' m  recon siderin g  now. He's good over short 
d istances and he's raced through counci l  and Cabinet. 
M r. Speaker. he has o ne serious handicap - he started 
out represent ing R iver Heights and now he's repres­
ent ing  Tuxedo. Now if he wants to be leader he's 
going to have to come and fight in t he tougher terri­
tory; he's going to have to take on t he N D P  where 
there's an NOP seat. He can't h ide in  Tuxedo among 
those $350,000 homes and then say that he's going to 
represent the people - ( I nterject ion)-- l iv ing i n  a log 
cabin? I nside that log cabin there are five bathrooms, 
20 bed rooms and a five-car garage. Appearances are 
deceptive. -- ( I nterject ion) - That's right he should 
come back to the north end.  Now, he's a n orth end boy 
l i ke I am, l i k e  t h e  M i n ister of U rban Affa i rs 
-( I nterject ion)- you' re a n orth end boy, another 
nort h  end boy. Look ,  there are a lot of north end boys 
here but if he wants to be -·- ( I nterjection) - no, the 
north e nd is i n  W i n n i peg, that's the far north.  M r. 
Speaker, if the Mem ber for Tuxedo wants - ( l nter­
ject 'on ) - my good friend the Mem ber for Lakeside is 
a n orth end boy; he's from that toug h part of t he n orth 
end - Aust in Street, Alexander Avenue.  Wel l ,  we never 
fooled arou nd with those g uys, I ' l l  tell you. I hung 
around M ou ntai n and M acGregor. M r. Speaker, the  
Mem ber for  Tuxedo, ten-to-one, but i f  he tries that 
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Lyon i mitation that he tried the other day he's going to 
be twenty-to-one. 

M r. S peaker, there are some old pros in th is  race 
a nd they're hard to rate. The next one is the Member 
for Lakeside, he's in th is  race, M r. Speaker. If he can 
get across to people, if he can clean up his act , Mr .  
Speaker, i f  he can only do that and rem i nd people that 
he's an urban boy as wel l  as a country boy, then he has 
a good c hance because everyone th inks  of him as a 
farmer, an elegant farmer, a d i lettante s i tt ing i n  h is  
white suit  or coveral ls  i n  h is combine with its a ir  condi­
t ion ing ,  its h i-Ii and its TV set and its push-button 
panel ,  d riving arou nd,  p rotected from the weather, 
that's it .  He's got to have a toug h guy i mage -
( I n terject ion)- with d ifficu lty M r. Speaker, he is the 
person who just m issed i n  his last outing so we have to 
start h i m  at th i rty-to-one. Wel l, my col leagues t h i n k  
that 's too h i g h  - ( I nterject ion)- l ittle low, br ing i t  
down? Wel l .  I ' m  start ing h im at th i rty-to-one, but I 'm 
w i l l i ng to revise the odds. I th ink th is  s ide of the House 
has a h igher op in ion of the Member for Lakeside. I ' m  
n ot count ing h i m  out, M r. Speaker. He almost won 
against S id S pivak and he's what's k nown as a rel iable 
o ld war horse. He can always be counted on for a fiery 
speech ,  or a good c huck le;  in a tough spot, however, 
and therefore I have to start h im at th i rty-to-one. 

Now he's start i ng  neck and neck with another Tory 
front  bencher - th is  wi l l  br ing tears to your eyes when I 
mention h is name; he's not here right now the 
Member for Arthur  - th i rty-to-one. But he would have 
to improve, I mean,  he would have to - ( I nterjection) -
1 can see that th is  side o f  the House rates h i m  as 
forty-to-one but I 'm g iving my odds, which are fifty-lo­
one. He talks a good race; th is is his strength.  A favour­
ite of some rural bettors but he was a lmost auct ioned 
off dur ing the Alcan stakes when i t  was learned that he 
owned land near the track. That i s  going to be o ne of 
his p roblems. So there's l itt le hope here and I have to 
rate him, M r. Speaker, at th irty-to-one. 

Then I have my last, the long shot, you have to give 
th is  guy a hand because he's coming up from the rear­
t he Member for  Pembina ,  a hundred-to-one. A fear­
less heck ler, Mr .  Speaker. No man  in h is  r ight m i nd 
would heckle S id G reen ,  but he d id ;  nobody would 
dare st ick their head in the l ion's mouth,  but he d id .  
He's the only guy I k now on that s ide who would ever 
take on Sid G reen and , of course, few t imes came 
c lose to payin g  for it .  H i s  problem is that he is a you ng 
and impress ionable M LA who looked to h is  Leader for 
insp irat ion and used his Leader as a model and felt 
that by i mitat ing his Leader he could advance h is  
posit ion and h is own career. Ti1ere's where he's go ing 
to have to change, M r. , he's going to have to 
f ind a new model, somebody o n  th is  side. So I s imply 
say to h im that h is problem to d ate is that he t1as only 
won races at country fa irs .  He's only won those coun­
try races and those are easy, those are c inches, just a 
few people runn i ng around t he track, a bunch of 
Tories applaud ing .  He's not ready for the big one yet 
but I say that start i ng out i n  that posit ion he can only 
improve so we may have to revise h im;  he can only go 
up. 

M r. Speaker, there are other people in the race. The 
Member for Morris, is def in itely in th is  race but he is  so 
far out of content ion,  compared to these other fine 
candidates that I can't g ive you a l ine of odds o n  h i m .  
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May be n ext t ime .  What does he have going for h im?  
His looks. H e  looks l ike P remier  Devine and he may be  
ab le  to parlay - ( I nterject ion )- if  looks cou ld  k i l l ,  no 
that's not what I meant - his appearance r ight into the 
Premier's Chair .  Now we don't know. - ( l n terjection )­
The Member  for  M orris - ( I n terject ion ) - no,  no,  no I 
u nderstand .  I 'm ta lk ing a bout 1 0 - 1 5  years down the 
l ine .  

Mr .  S peaker. another person that we have to con­
sider 1s the Membe r  for St.  Norbert .  Don't ru l e  h i m  out. 
H e's got his face p lastered a l l  over his r id ing at the 
front  of  th is part icu lar  pamph let that - ( l n terject ion)­
yes,  he 's  p lastered - ( I n terject ion )- and he 's  g iv ing 
us . i t 's  not  a message of g loom. I f  you read th is  
pamphlet ,  i t 's  very deceivi ng because i t  seems to be a 
message of g loom but he points out it 's not a message 
of g loom but he says it's not a reassur ing picture and 
t hat he wants to p rovide a message of confidence. I 
t h i n k  that he's n ot out of it yet, r ight? I can't g ive odds 
on h im though,  he's h igher than a hundred-to-one. 

M r. S peaker, he has to be considered, as wel l  as that 
perenn ia l  candidate in  R iver East Constituency, Harold 
P iercy. Remember Harold.  the  P rovincia l  P resident of 
the  Conservative Party .  You may not remember h i m ,  
M r. S peaker. but  he  comes from y o u r  n e c k  o f  t h e  
woods. 

Mr .  Speaker then there are others. There's people 
that some of us have a l most forgotten .  I th ink  Keith 
Cosens wou ld  have been a candidate. I think Keith 
would have been a strong cand idate but  he was 
defeated. Don C raik is st i l l  a force. sti l l  in the party, 
st i l l  has the ear of the l eader and sti l l  cou ld  be a 
candidate. So. M r. Speaker. I t h i n k  I ' l l  s imp ly -
( I nterjection)- Walter? Walter's in the ga l lery . I don't 
t h i n k  I cou ld  put a n  odd on h i m ,  Mr. Speaker. So that's 
the leadersh ip  race as I see i t .  

I want to warn the cand idates up there - ( I nter­
jection ) - no.  not Peter Warren - M r. Speaker. I want 
to warn the candidates, part icu lar ly  the you ng candi­
dates. not to i m itate the i r  Leader. That is not the  road 
to v ictory. They w i l l  have to develop a new i mage. 
They w i l l  have to pick somebody on this side as the i r  
mode l  or  somebody on the federal scene as the ir  
mode l .  

So .  M r. Speaker, t hat's where I conclude and tha t  i s  
the start ing l in e-up.  We're go ing  to  see how every­
body does in the  n ext few months and we're going to 
g ive t he f ina l  odds because when we come back n ext 
November there's going to be a new Leader of the 
Opposi t ion ,  so here they are aga in .  The Mem ber for 
Fort Garry - are you taking this down - 3 to 2 :  the 
Member for  Turt l e  Mountain ,  2 to 1 :  the Member for 
Provencher .  Federa l ,  5 to 1 :  the Member  for Tuxedo. 
he's a l it t le  farther back ,  he's got a shot at i t ,  10 to 1 
Any takers? He may have to grow a m ustache. may 
have to come back to the north end and fight the N O P  
on i t s  h o m e  tu rf i nstead o f  that easy stuff. those easy 
p ick ins  down there in Tuxedo. M r. Speaker. the 
Mem ber for Lakeside,  30 to 1 .  but looking better .  com­
ing on: the M em be r  for Arthur .  30 to 1 .  but fad ing 
a l ready : and f ina l ly .  the Mem ber for  Pembina .  1 00 to  1 
long shot.  

Thank you. Mr.  Speaker 

MR. SPEAKER, J. Walding: The Honourable Mem ber 
for Turt l e  Mountain 

1 60 

MR. A. RANSOM: Thank you, M r .  Speaker I 'd  l ike to 
beg in  my comments with the tradit ional congratula­
t ions to the new Deputy Speaker and Cha i rman of 
Comm ittees upon the i r  appointments and t rust that 
they w i l l  carry them out in a fashion that w i l l  br ing 
c redit to t hem and to the House. and to the n ew M i n is­
ters who have been appointed s ince the House last 
met I cong ratu late them on the i r  appointments. I real­
ize that they have very difficu l t  tasks to perform serv­
ing in th is  government but I am confident that t hey wi l l  
carry out those dut ies t o  the best of the i r  ab i l ity. 

M r. Speaker. I want to address. pr inc ipa l ly .  the 
f inanc ia l  management of  th is  government and the 
government's hand l ing of f inancia l  i nformat ion .  I spe­
cifica l ly  want to deal with fou r  areas. 

F i rst of a l l ,  the i r  presen tation of i nformat ion .  which 
has been ment ioned i n  th is  House repeated ly,  t hat th is 
government  has a c red ib i l ity p roblem I bel ieve that 
some of that p rob lem comes. Mr .  Speaker. from their  
hand l ing of  f inancia l  i nformat ion at  the pub l ic  level 
I 'm not speak ing about the off icia l  accounts of 
government  or  that sort of t h i n g ,  but  the pub l ic  p res­
entation of the situation that p revai ls .  

Second ly ,  I want to ta lk  a bout the defic i t ,  some of 
the reasons for the deficit I want to ta lk  about spend­
ing contro ls ,  and I want to talk about the government 's 
boi rowing record. 

M r. Speaker, a year ago when the M i n ister of 
F inance assumed his responsi b i l ity he  said at the t ime 
t hat he .  "found the p rojected 1981 -82 deficit fr ighten­
ing." That's the quotation from the M i n ister of F in ance 
in  the Free Press of December 3rd. 1981 . · a  frighten­
ing defic it" Today. Sir .  we f ind t hat the M i n ister of 
Finance descri bes a $498 m i l l ion projected defic i t  as 
appropriate. That appl ies a double standard. Sir .  that I 
don't  t h i n k  is i n  the best i nterests of the p rovince the 
best in terests of the government for t hat matter .  The 
defic i t  and the reasons for it  deserve carefu l scrutiny 
and debate and I reg ret t hat to this point I have not 
heard serious debate from the mem bers opposite on 
th is issue. 

Let's move to the question then on the presentation 
of the information and on the cred i b i l ity quest ion .  and 
I don't  n eed to do any more in  th is regard M r  
Speaker. than refer t o  t h e  editorial  which appeared i n  
t h e  Winn i peg Sun on Thursday. yesterday, which 
s imp ly said .  "Spare us the games and rhetoric · I t  
ended u p ,  a n d  I ' l l  1ust read t h e  last paragraph i n t o  the 
record. Mr .  Speaker. The last parag raph says. "What is 
a larming is the way in which the Paw ley Government 
has p layed defic i t  peek-a-boo with the populous. 
Spare us the games and the rhethoric.  the l i t t le white 
l ies and the evasions. We al l  rea l ize the economy is in  
trou b le .  I f  you are  prepared to level w i th  us through­
out the t roubled debates there would be less tem pta­
tion to fudge and obfuscate unt i l  i t  gets so bad noth ing  
w i l l  save us  and we ' l l  w ind  up w i th  the k ind of  mess 
Ren Levesque is faced with in Quebec " Sir .  I sub­
scribe to that posit ion put forward by the Win n i peg 
Sun .  Let me just give a few examp les of how this has 
been done over the  past year: of the  ta lk  there was 
when this government came to power a year ago. that 
when t hey got a look at the books how terr ib le  t h ings 
were. Actua l l y  the truth of the matter .  S i r .  was that I 
believe there was a S253 m i l l ion deficit bei n g  pro­
jected at the end of the seco n :J  quarter  l 0st ye?.1· ?.mi it 
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turned out that there was a $251 m i l l ion deficit . 
There was n oth ing  m isleading in the in formation 

despite the quotat ion ,  despite the statement by the 
F i rst M i n ister that the publ ic had been m isled. S i r, that 
s imply was not true: it was n ot true. Mr .  Speaker, as an 
exam ple, and I quote from the Report on Business on 
January 25th ,  1 982. th is  is where the M i n ister of 
F inance was being q uoted as sayi ng that the deficit 
may reach 300 m i l l io n  when the cu rrent fiscal year 
ends, "The increase l i kely wi l l  occur because the 
Conservatives juggled f igures when they annou nced 
the $253 m i l l ion projection just before their departure, 
Mr Schroeder said."  

N ow. M r. Speaker. that was only the beg inn ing  of a 
long series of d isturbing d istortions of the facts. I refer 
you back once again to the pub l ic  statement with 
respect to the Estimates that were tabled i n  th is  House 
last February when the M in ister of Finance announced 
proudly that there would be a 1 4 .4 percent i ncrease i n  
spend ing a n d  that head l ine  appeared across t h e  front 
of the Winn ipeg Free Press, therefore, the govern­
ment's objective was ach ieved . The i m pression was 
left. 

But how that had been done. Mr. Speaker, was that 
they had changed the system of presentation ,  that 
rather than doing it i n  a manner that had been done for 
years in what is referred to as 'pr int over pr int , '  th is 
governm ent changed it to compare their i n it ia l  projec­
t ion to the f ina l  projection for the previous fiscal year 
to get that projection of 1 4.4  percent .  We warned them 
at the t ime,  S i r. that would come back to haunt them; 
that indeed the deficit ,  that the spending levels of the 
government ,  wou ld  be much higher than that before 
the year was over; and i ndeed that has tu rned out to be 
the case. S i r. 

At present. using their method of the presentation,  it 
n ow shows that spend ing is up 1 8 .9 percent over what 
it was a year ago. Why should this type of information 
be withheld from the pu bl ic? Why can't the govern­
ment be honest in  facing it? We have a very serious 
f inancia l  situation in this provi nce. and it is not going 
to be he lped by the government attempt ing  to make 
the s ituat ion appear to be someth ing other than it is .  
Again .  the editorial says. "Spare us the games and the 
rhetoric." 

I even used part of my grievance last year in  Apri l ,  
Mr .  S peaker, to bring th is  to the attent ion of the 
government at the t ime and they have persisted i n  it ,  
Sir, ever s ince The most recent example of it was the 
statement that the M i n ister of F inance made i n  this 
House when he tabled the Quarterly Report and it 's 
also contained in  the press release which he made at 
the t ime. Let me g ive you a few examples 

The statement which the M i n ister of F inan ce made 
and the statement as repeated in the press release 
says, "Our revised estimates of total expenditure for 
1 982-83 fiscal year are with in  1 . 8 percent of the i n it ial 
Esti mates." Now what do the i n i t ia l  Est imates mean,  
S ir ,  if they aren 't the Estimates that the govern ment 
tabled in February when the House opened? Those 
are the i n it ia l  Estimates. I n  fact. when one looks at the 
projection of spend ing for th is year and com pares it to 
that ,  the fig ure is 3 .8 percent. n ot 1 .8 percent. Look up 
the f igu res and calculate i t .  What pu rpose is  served to 
the people of th is  prov ince by present ing that k ind  of 
m islead ing informat ion and persisting in try ing to 
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leave the i mpression that i ndeed they're able to 
accompl ish someth ing which they clearly are not 
doing and that even a superficial analysis of the 
i nformation wi l l  show that it  is  not the case. 

The press release, M r. Speaker, the deficit had been 
forecast at $343.5 m i l l ion  in the Budget.  That's incor­
rect, S ir .  The deficit had been forecast at $334 m i l l ion .  
Sure, maybe it's on ly  $10  m i l l ion ;  that's perhaps n ot 
much in the perspective of a $500 m i l l ion deficit . But 
why can't the government s imply present i ts in forma­
t ion in a factual manner so that we k now and the 
people know what has been happen i ng i n  the pro­
v ince? I i m plore the M i n ister of F inance to adopt a 
more stra ightforward fashion of present ing informa­
t ion and justify ing his actions. 

There's one further example i n  th is  area. Sir .  We 
have had n u merous occasions in the H ouse where the 
M i n ister of F inance and others have defended their 
payro l l  tax by sayi ng that the Chambers of Commerce 
i mposed a sales tax i ncrease, and then go on by imp l i­
cation to say they, therefore favoured a payro l l  tax. 
What the Chambers of Commerce were say ing  is ,  we 
don't want any tax increase. S i r ,  that k ind  of 
( I nterjection )- I agree, I agree. Who wants it? Nobody 
wants it .  but don't try and m isrepresent somebody's 
situation to appear to be someth ing which it is not. 

Sir, I wou ld l i ke to move on to deal with the deficit .  
The M i n ister of F inance has made much of the 
decrease i n  revenues and he has been able,  once 
agai n ,  to leave the impression o n  the pub l ic  that the 
increase i n  the defic i t  is due to a decrease i n  revenues. 
Let m e  g ive the House a cou ple of facts. M r. Speaker. 

One is,  that s i nce the i n it ia l  Estimates of govern­
ment were tabled in  this House last February, the 
government has since added $ 1 06 m i l l ion in  spend­
ing .  S ince that t ime, projected revenues have decl ined 
by $ 1 03 m i l l ion .  Sir .  the increase in spend ing s ince the 
M i n ister brought  i n  h is Estimates and proudly an­
n ou nced that he only had a 1 4.4  percent increase, the 
government has added $1 06 m i l l ion.  The projected 
revenue on the other hand,  is only down $ 1 03 m i l l io n .  

S i r ,  let m e  also speak about t h e  fact that t h e  
revenues are down and I want t h i s  to be ful ly u n der­
stood by the mem bers opposite. If they refer to H ans­
ard on 28 J u n e, 1 982, they wi l l  f ind that in  a d iscussion 
of the Estimates of the M i n ister of F i n ance,  we raised 
the question with the M i n ister as to his estimate on 
corporate i n come tax, and you wi l l  all be aware that is 
the area which the government has now annou nced 
they are going to suffer an $80 m i l l io n  dec l ine  i n  
reven ue. 

I asked the M i n ister of Finance on that day, Sir .  I 
said,  "Mr.  C hairman,  on the matter of corporat ion 
i n co m e  tax .  t here's an est imate t h i s  year of 
$ 1 45,273,000.00. The actual reven ue for 1 98 1 -82 was 
only $ 1 1 4  m i l l ion ,  which was $1 7 m i l l ion below the 
est imate for '81 -82 . "  H ow accu rate does the M i n ister 
th ink  that projection will be u nder today's c i rcum­
stances? The M i n ister came back and i ndicated, 
"We l l ,  the est i mate was based o n  the Federal 
Government estimate." 

I persisted in asking h i m  agai n .  M r .  S peaker. We're 
on Page 3636. I said, " Does the M i n ister bel ieve that in 
view of the f inancial  c i rcumstances in the province,  i n  
t h e  country today, that h e  actually w i l l  receive more 
money i n  '82-83 than was received i n  '81 -82?" He said. 
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"Wel l ,  if there's a change we'l l  know so by the end of 
the sum mer." I came back again ,  M r. Speaker, and 
said,  " I  would have to th ink ,  Mr .  Chairman, that o n  the 
basis of the past record that we m ight well be lucky to 
receive even as much i n  '82-83 as we received in  '81 -
82, rather than being able t o  look forward t o  receivin g  
$ 1 45 m i l l ion ."  

Sir ,  we a lso q uestioned the M i n ister of F inance o n  
other areas. Let me t e l l  you that w e  warned t h e  M i n is­
ter of F inance that he would not get th is level of 
revenues. We warned h im ;  it's on the record, but the 
government had estimated an increase of 1 4.4 percen t  
i n  their  revenue f o r  1 982-83. Now, what reason would 
the government have had to bel ieve that they would be 
able to have a n  i ncrease of 1 4.4 percent i n  the ir  
reve nues, even recogniz ing the fact that they had 
introduced the payrol l  tax which was supposed to 
br ing i n  some $70 m i l l ion .  They sti l l  were estimating 
reven ues that wou ld  have been h igher than the aver­
age of the previous four  years. 

So, S ir, the government cannot truthfu l ly say that 
the deficit which they are facing  today is  a conse­
quence of reduced revenues, because those reven ues 
were overesti mated to begi n  wi th ,  and the expendi­
tures which the government has brought in since the 
i n it ia l  Estimates are much h igher than the decrease i n  
revenues. I would also point  out,  and we've said o n  
many occasions that the government should have 
control led its spending,  the government cont inual ly 
says where, which of course is the n atural response. I 
s imply point  out to them that s ince the Estimates were 
tabled they've brought in another $ 1 06 m i l l ion worth 
of spending.  That exceeds the payro l l  tax by $36 m i l­
l ion .  If you had stuck with the Estimates that the M in is­
ter of F inance broug ht i n to th is  House in February 
there would have been no need for the payro l l  tax, but 
those expenditure Estimates have gone up by $ 1 06 
m i l l ion.  

The M in ister of N atural R esources last year said 
that there was a great deal of fat i n  the Estim ates that 
were presented to them by the previous government .  
Where is  the fat? Has it been cut? Have the mem bers 
been able to cut that fat because it's necessary? This 
p rovince is facin g  a n  alarm ing f inancia l  s i tuat ion ,  M r. 
Speaker. It is an alarm ing situation. 

Let me give a few more facts, Mr .  Speaker, that over 
the four years of our admin istrat ion ,  revenues rose an 
average of 1 0.8  percent a year o n  a reduced tax base, 
1 0.8  percent a year. Even today, on the basis of the 
governments own projections, reven ues are st i l l  pro­
jected to rise a 9 .  7 percent which is not that far below 
an average of 1 0.8.  I n  two of the years of our govern­
ment, our revenue increases were 7.3 percent and 9 
percent and we d id not face the k ind of deficit which 
th is  government faces today. Now, what that means is  
that th is  government is going to have to take some 
very serious action .  They're going to have to face up to 
what is  happen ing  i n  th is provi nce,  and spare us the 
rhetoric and the l itt le white l ies as the editorial i n  the 
Winn ipeg Sun states. 

O n e  other fact that should be of interest to the 
mem bers opposite in  exam in ing  their  f inancial  situa­
tion is th is :  that the in flation rate in  the four years of 
our government was 9. 7 percent Our  reven ues only 
rose on the average by s l ightly more than 1 percen t  
h igher t h a n  the rate o f  i nflation. Now, that's n o t  much 
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of an edge to make the k inds of expansions i n  services 
that we were able to br ing about; but in 1 982 accord­
ing to in formation provided by the M in ister of F inance 
a few weeks ago.  i nflation th is  year is  expected to be 8 
percent ,  which means that the government's revenues 
are still projected to rise 1 .7 percentage points h igher 
than the rate of in flation of th is  prov ince. That  should 
ind icate to the mem bers opposite that they've got  a 
serious problem with th is  deficit the size that it is. I am 
sure I don't need to po int  out to them that the pro­
jected deficit for this year is going to be larger in one 
year than  the four  years of accumu lated deficits of our  
government.  

U nfortunately, the M i n ister for Government Servi­
ces says it's a s ign of the t imes. M r. Speaker, I plead 
with the members opposite to examine careful ly  the 
f inancial  situation that they're in. The F i rst M i n ister 
this morning ,  I gather on a radio program, said a year 
ago that n o  one could have foreseen the economic 
c i rcumstances that we f ind ourselves i n .  I want to go 
on record r ight now, M r. Speaker, as te l l ing the F i rst 
M in ister and his col leagues that th is  province is  in  a n  
alarming  f inancia l  situat ion ,  and that situation cou ld 
deteriorate over the next two or  t hree years to the  
point  where th is  government w i l l  not  be ab le  to pay its 
b i l ls. 

The Attorney-General says, it's nonsense. M r. 
Speaker, the problem is that there is a huge borrowing 
requ i rement that th is  government is going to have to 
make.  The M i n ister of F inance d id n't have at h is f in­
gert i ps th is  morning the refinancing a lone ,  which the 
government is going to have to undertake next  year 
but,  i f  my recol lect ion is correct, it's in the range of a 
b i l l ion dol lars for next year. 

The deficit ,  on the basis of information which is n ow 
avai lable ,  the defic it  next year is going to go to 
between $800 m i l l ion and a b i l l io n  dol lars, because 
what is going to happen is  that i f  this governme nt's 
expenditures increase by 20 percent over what the ir  
present projections are - and I rather bel ieve those 
p rojections may well turn out to be low - if  it  i ncreases 
by 20 percent ,  they wi l l  add another $340 m i l l ion to the 
$500- m i l l io n  def ic i t  wh ich  is  a l ready projected, 
because reven ues, if we assume that they r ise at 1 0  
percent which ,  under today's circumstances, I would 
say is  h igh ly u n l i kely,  I think that's a high est imate. I 
w i l l  te l l  you why - because this year the government 
has experienced decreases i n  corporate i n come tax 
even i f  there is  a turnaroun d  in the economy and 
corporations begi n  once aga in  to make money there 
wi l l  be a lag before they begi n  to pay taxes at the rate 
that they were previously. I warned the M i n ister of 
F inan ce of that in J u n e  and he d idn't take my warning .  
I n ow warn the F i rst M i n ister and the M i n ister of  
F inance and the i r  col leagues that they're go ing to face 
a $800 m i l l ion to $1 b i l l ion deficit next year and how­
ever the government presents it, S ir ,  is not goin g  to 
change the fact. I i mplore them once again ,  don't  start 
to change the presentation of it now because it isn 't 
going to fool the bond rat ing  agencies, it isn't goin g  to 
fool the lenders, so present it i n  the way that it is now 
being presented; and let me tel l  you why. 

The mem bers opposite don't seem to u nderstand 
why there should be combined account ing of current 
and capital. The reason is very s imple ,  S i r. A province 
cannot put i ts  assets forward i n  the way that a corpo-



Friday, 10 December, 1982 
�����--����·����� 

ration can use its assets to back its loans. The foreign 
lenders - ( I n terject ion) - Can you tell the M i n ister of 
Agriculture? The fore ign lenders cannot come in and 
take away a hydro dam that the province has. They 
cannot come in -( I nterjectio n ) -

M R .  SPEAKER: O rder p lease. 

MR. A. RANSOM: M r. Speaker. th is  is a crucial point 
for the government to understand and I would hope 
that the M i n ister of Agriculture would at least hear me 
out  - he  doesn't have to agree wi th  me - but  I 'm  tel l ing 
him the  reason is  that the assets which the P rovincial 
Government has are n ot the sort of assets that a lender 
is going to seize when the government can n o  longer 
pay its b i l ls .  This is  not l ike Chrysler or Ford or some­
one where it's possib le  that if they go in to bankru ptcy 
that someone at least has some assets that they can 
take over.  What is i mportant to the government is  how 
great is  the ir  cash f low? Their  cash f low goes toward 
paying this deficit whether it's for operating or whether 
it's for capital, there is  no difference. 

The problem that the members are going to face, 
w it h i n  the next year or two, is  that next year when that 
deficit goes to between $800 m i l l ion  and $1 b i l l ion -
and it w i l l  u n less the government takes serious action 
e ither to control its spend ing or to increase its 
revenues - it wi l l  go to that level. You wi l l  then have 
perhaps $600 m i l l ion to $700 m i l l io n  against operat­
ing.  If you want to separate them out and cal l  it operat­
ing ,  f ine ,  do so. Ca l l  it operati ng ,  but the deficit is  
going to be $600 m i l l io n  to $700 m i l l ion and when the 
economists l i ke D r. M ason from the u niversity say that 
deficits don't matter - or we shouldn't be too con­
cerned about them is perhaps a more accurate des­
cr ipt ion - let me g ive you some examples of the size of 
the i ncrease in  revenue which the government wi l l  
have to have to offset that deficit ,  to get  it back down 
u nder control.  

I point out, S i r, that in 1 983 the entire projected 
revenues, and these were poi nted out - they were h igh 
at  the t ime and i t 's  s ince been proven to be correct -
but the ent i re revenue for corporation i n come tax and 
individual i ncome tax was $727 m i l l ion .  That means 
that to match that $600 m i l l io n  to $700 m i l l ion  on 
operat ing that you are going to have next year, you 
wi l l  have to have reven ues equal to the ent ire revenue 
that the government n ow receives from corporate 
income tax and from personal  i n come tax. 

A nother example would be the amount of money 
that the government gets through equal izat ion.  This 
year it's est imated to be $431 m i l l ion .  The ent ire 
amount of money that the government gets from 
equal ization is not going to even equal half of the 
deficit that this government is  going to face next year 
if someth ing drastic is not done, either by way of 
expenditure controls or increasing  revenues. 

The M i n ister of F inance seems belated ly to have 
recog n ized that there is a necessity for contro l l i ng  
expenditures. Aga in ,  I come back to the shading of the  
facls or the refusing to  recognize reality by the M i n is­
ter of F inan ce.  I have heard h i m  say that, wh i le  expen­
d iture controls m ay now be n ecessary, they were not 
necessary over the past four  years. Wel l ,  they were 
necessary and I 'd l ike to refer back to the Budget 
which I presented in this House in 1 981 . 

I m ade a projection i n  that Budget which l itera l ly  
brought every member on th is side of the House at 
that t ime to their  feet, they were so outraged at the 
p rojection .  They said at  the t ime,  " I t's d ifficult to grasp 
the fu l l  s ignif icance of these f igures without reference 
to the situation that could have occu rred had our 
government not acted decisively to restore soun d  
budgetary procedu res. W e  have estimated by project­
ing the average rate of growth in prov incial expendi­
tures i n  the last four  complete fiscal years u nder the 
previous government and using revenue est imates, 
adjusted by add ing back the tax cuts we imp lemented 
s ince 1 977, that by 1 980-81 the P rovince of Man itoba 
wou ld have faced accumulative deficit for the past 
three years of more than $ 1 .5 b i l l ion ."  

I po int  out  to the members that that  level of expendi­
ture was 20 percent and in the Q uarterly Report tabled 
by the M i n ister this week, the i r  level of expenditure 
th is year is already up to 1 8.9 - the reven ues are lower 
than they were in the Schreyer years - and this projec­
tion is going to be witnessed by this House and by th is 
province with in  the next couple of years i f  something  
very s ignif icant doesn 't happen o n  the part o f  the  
government. 

T he M i n ister of F i nance should have recognized 
when he took over that it was necessary to i mplement 
spending controls. He belatedly acknowledges that 
now, that he's going to begi n  to control expenditures. 
But u nfortu nately we are left with a very defin ite 
impression that these expenditure controls are not 
real expend iture controls, these are tokenism. The 
M i n ister put out a press release say ing ,  "Schroeder 
adds further expenditure controls." 

H e  was successfu l ,  Mr .  Speaker, because the next 
day the CBC on their radio news, their lead-in item 
was, "Government implements expend iture controls." 
Not that there was a $498 m i l l ion  deficit, but that the 
government was i mplementing expenditure controls. 
But let us look briefly at what those expenditure con­
trols are. There are things l ike "out-of-province travel 
w i l l  be l im ited." Out-of-prov ince travel - I wonder if 
that i nc ludes M r. C hern iack, the Chairman of Man it­
oba Hydro, who has been travel i ng  around the world 
at the expense of the taxpayers of Manitoba whi le  they 
borrow money. Sure they should have implemented 

· expenditure controls and sure they should have had it 
o n  travel but it should have happened and it should 
have been cont inued from the day that they took over 
government. 
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"No further addit ion to the government's vehicle 
f leet ." That's not going to do much to $498 m i l l ion ,  Mr .  
Speaker, and it's only going to postpone the day when 
they have to face it. 

"Treasury Board must approve any new road con­
struction projects, land acquisit ion and drainage pro­
jects." That's always the way Treasury Board oper­
ates. If their  Treasury Board had been operat ing in a 
way where new road construction projects, land 
acqu isit ion and drain age cou ld have gone ahead 
without Treasury Board control then, Sir, their spend­
ing  was out of control with i n  months of them having 
taken over,  because that is standard practice in 
Treasury Board and why put this forward? Spare us 
the games and rhetoric; tel l  us what's going on. 

F ina l ly ,  and perhaps this is - ( I nterjection )- how 
much time do I have, M r. S peaker? M r. Speaker, this 
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may have been a Freudian s l ip .  He said f ina l ly ,  f ina l ly  
- ( I nterject ion)-

M R .  SPEAKER: Order p lease 

MR. A. RANSOM: The f ina l  point ,  M r. Speaker, i n  
their expenditures l isted u nder 'Expenditure Controls' 
is:  "We i ntend to l i m i t  new h i ri ng  to al l  but the most 
essent ia l  posit ions . "  To all but the most essent ia l ,  th is  
rea l ly  lays it on the l i ne as to how they're going to 
contro l  expenditures; they're going to f i l l  a l l  the non­
essent ia l  ones and leave the essent ia l  unf i l led. U n for­
tunately, that tends to reflect the record of the 
government. 

M r. Speaker, I want to make one brief reference, I 
don't have t ime to go into it i n  deta i l ,  I w i l l  on some 
other occasion do so. I asked the M i n ister of F inan ce 
last March why he was borrowing  so much money. I 
said, "Are you borrowing money now because you 
know you're going to need it later?" Because we had 
been fol lowing a strategy of short-term borrowing,  
waiti ng  for  the long-term market to become more 
favourable. The M i n ister of F inan ce den ied that .  Now, 
we have in a pub l ication by M cleod, Youn g ,  Weir, the 
same pub l icat ion ,  Mr. S peaker, from which the M i n is­
ter of F inance q uoted last n ight .  M cleod, Young,  Wei r  
say, "Table 3 ind icates the province borrowed i n  
excess o f  its pub l ic  market requ i rement i n  fiscal 1 982, 
add ing about $ 1 93 m i l l ion to reserves. "  

Now, M r. Speaker, what has happened s ince then? 
That government went to the Ameri ca n  market, bor­
rowed approximately $200 m i l l ion U.S. at 1 4.75 per­
cent when they d idn ' t  need to go to the market, and it 
was contrary to t he p lans which the government had 
had to be short-term unt i l  it turned around .  Mr .  
S peaker, I 've got  a sheaf of in formation from f inancia l  
i nstitutions here from M arch and February and Janu­
ary that said interest rates were goin g  to go down.  
They borrowed at  1 4. 75 percent ,  today it wou ld  be 
perhaps 3 percen t  below that. That means on that size 
of a loan, Mr. Speaker, there is a n  annua l  excess cost 
to this province of over $7 m i l l ion .  Over the 15 years of 
that agreement, if that level of i n terest persists on the 
short-term borrowing,  that's going to cost about $250 
m i l l ion .  

M r. Speaker, i n  concluding my remarks I want to 
warn the members opposite. so that the F i rst M in ister 
can not say he has n ot been warned, that the problem 
they face if they don't get th i ngs u nder control is that 
wit h i n  the foreseeable future they may wel l  encou nter 
a situation where they wi l l  not be able to borrow 
money to pay their  b i l l s .  The services which th is  p ro­
v ince has bu i l t  up over the decades wi l l  not be able to 
be maintained. That is now a poss ib i l ity, I ' m  not say­
ing it's a probabi l ity, it is a very real possib i l ity. What 
this government should do, Mr. S peaker, is they 
should be absolutely forthright in their presentation of 
i nformation ; they should prepare long-term projec­
t ions on w hat d ifferent interest rates, d i fferent values 
of the Canadian dol lar and d ifferent growth rates i n  
t h e  economy w i l l  mean t o  t h e  fiscal posit ion o f  th is 
government 

What's more important is they should prepare 
spending  strategies to match. because what ' l l  happen 
- I wish the honourable members opposite would 
l isten because I want them to fu l ly u n derstand that 
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what can happen is that there w i l l  not be a s ign ificant 
amount of warning  to the government.  They w i l l  one 
day go to the wel l  and the wel l w i l l  be dry; that is  what 
can happen . I 'm told that i f  you go to C leveland today, 
which has been described as looking l ike M u n ich i n  
1 942, you c a n  f ind o u t  what happens when a govern­
ment can't borrow anymore. I f  this happens to any 
government they wi l l  have to have their spending 
p lans i n  p lace; they w i l l  have to know what to i m ple­
ment just the way you have to k now what to implement 
if there's a serious f lood i n  th is provi nce - do it .  

The other thing that the government should do - and 
they can do it th is yea r - is bring in their Est imates and 
their Budget at the same time. Tel l  us what your 
spend ing  plans are and tel l  us how you plan to raise 
the m oney because with a lag. M r. Speaker. there is 
too much opportun i ty for misunderstanding what's 
happening .  

Sir ,  I appreciate the opportun ity to address what is  
an extremely i mportant subject to Manitoba and I trust 
that the mem bers opposite w i l l  pay attent ion to the 
very serious situation which faces the prov ince. 

MR. SPEA K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s ter  of  
Agriculture. 

H O M .  B. URUSKI: Thank you, M r. Speaker, I want to 
say it's certa in ly  a p leasure to take part in the Throne 
Speech Debate and to see you i n  the Chair .  I hope that 
the k ind  of turmoi l  we have put you through i n  the l ast 
wh i le  w i l l  n ot cont inue through the cou rse of th is  
Session and I wish you a l l  the very best, as wel l  as to 
my col league who has taken on the ro le of Deputy 
Speaker and to the M over and the Seconder. my con­
gratu lat ions for a very f ine speech i n  th is Legislature. 
on the Throne Speech Debate - I k now I 've wished 
them that before - but the col leagues who have been 
appoi nted to the Executive Coun c i l ,  they have cer­
ta in ly added and w i l l  cont inue to add their expertise 
and their  experience in the affairs of our fine prov ince. 

M r. Speaker, we just heard the former M i n ister of 
F inance, the present Member for Turt le Mounta in .  
g iv ing the mem bers o n  th is  side h is  assessment of  
what should be done with respect to the f inancia l  
affairs of the Provi nce of Man itoba. 

Mr. S peaker. one idea I should point out at the 
outset that he has raised. and I find some merit to that. 
that we should consider in terms of tab l ing  the spend­
ing Est imates of our government and the Budget at 
the same t ime.  I would hope that my col league. the 
M i n ister of F inance, wi l l  take that to heart. But it  wi l l  be 
an i n teresting  exercise, M r. Speaker, as I stand here 
because I see the Leader of the O pposit ion .  the 
Member for Souris-K i l larney saying the Budget has to 
be t ightened, it has to be squeezed. 

I ndeed, M r. Speaker, my col league. the M i n ister of 
E nergy, when he q uoted from the su rvey of who the 
Conservative person who wi l l  be com ing to the Con­
vention in Manitoba, who does he represent and what 
do they represent. Tru ly .  truly the Member for Turt le 
M ou ntai n and the Leader of the O pposition represent 
those k ind of people .  Tory incarnate. according to the 
survey. wants Ottawa to cut spend ing o n  day care. 
u nemployment insurance. fam i ly a l lowances and JOb 
creation programs. He wants the government .  natu­
ral ly. to reduce taxes on compan ies. There is no g reat 
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surprise. I q u ote again from that art ic le .  M r. S peaker. 
they are. by their own words in th is survey, "agai nst 
i ncreased spending on hospital care. Medicare. post­
secondary education and the poor." 

Mr .  S peaker. it w i l l  be a very interest ing exercise 
deal ing with our Est imates this coming year I want to 
te l l  you that because. M r. S peaker. wh i le  these two 
gentlemen sta nd u p  and may be one or two others say 
you have to red uce. you h ave to control spending .  
every one of  the other  co l leagues. some of  them who 
are here. some of them aren 't :  we want more spend­
ing .  We want more roads; we want more drainages; we 
want more he lp .  M r. S peaker. and in that process they 
can't have it both ways. M r. S peaker. 

At least their Deputy Leader k nows that; at least the 
Honourab le  Member for Fort Garry realizes that. He is 
the only one that at least can get up and say. look.  I 'm  
rea l l y  not  with these guys. I bel ieve that we shou ld 
have some Progressive leg is lat ion. We have to do 
some p rogressive th ings. but I real ly am not  with  these 
guys.  because they real l y  don't represent what true 
Progressives are. I k now they represent the Conserva­
tive elements. M r. S peaker. but they certa in ly  don't 
represent the Progressives i n  our  party. 

Mr. S peaker. the M em ber for Turtle Mountain talked 
about lack of credib i l ity in  the p u b l ic presentation of 
the f inanc ia l  accou nts of th is  province He at l east 
made it c lear. n ot in the presentation of the fig ures. 
but in the way that we h ave presented them, M r. 
S peaker. I bel ieve that if ever there was a rea l istic 
approach and an u nderstanding of the situat ion that 
we face in th is  cou ntry. it is by people here. We would 
not have t inkered. and we told the former M i n ister of 
F inance not to t i nker. with the accounts of the Pro­
v ince of Man itoba; not to try and make po l it ical  po ints 
in  chang ing the account ing system to su it their own 
benefit: that he  wou ld  get caught. Mr. S peaker. And he 
d id get caug ht. and i n  fact. i n  his s peech today. he 
went o n  so fa r as to admit that what he d id - he  d idn't 
want to admit it - he said.  no we have our reasons and 
these are our  reasons why we put capital and cu rrent 
spending together T hat notwith standing .  we are 
spending for the futu re. We want to accou nt for a l l  
those funds today. Mr .  Speaker. He went so far  as  to 
admit in h i s  s peech that rea l l y  what he d id was rea l ly 
not accu rate. Mr Speaker. 

Wel l .  M r. S peaker. maybe I d id n 't interpret the 
honourable member. accord ing to the Honourable 
Member for Sturgeon C reek, that he didn't admit.  but 
imp l icit in h is  com ments that I got from -( I nter­
jectio n ) - wel l .  that's what I was say ing ,  Mr. Speaker, 
that was my i nterpretation of h is  s peech .  Ah ,  M r. 
S peaker. now the honourable mem bers say that my 
interpretation doesn't mean a heck of a l ot. Wel l  to 
them I -( I nterject ion ) -

M R .  SPEAKER: Order p lease. 

HON. B.  U R USKI:  Mr. S peaker. we have in  the West­
ern World and in th is  cou ntry and in this Legis lature, it 
seems there is not o n ly a preoccu pation .  but there is a 
phobia bu i ld ing u p .  that u n less governments. i n  fact. 
retrench - tota l ly retrench - in terms of prov id ing ser­
vices to their  cit izens.  we are on the verge of co l lapse, 
M r. S peaker We are on  the verge of co l lapse and that 
there w i l l  be a calam ity with in  a year or two and there 
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wi l l  be no more. The governments w i l l  col lapse. Mr .  
Speaker. 

You k now it seems that k ind  of m ental ity and I am 
not. I have to admit .  not much of a h i storian having 
been quoted by the Leader of the O pposit ion as one of 
those that doesn't have a background .  having the right 
background .  Mr. S peaker. that what we are f ind ing is 
that this kind of mental ity is s preading across the 
cou ntry. But remember. M r. Speaker. that in  the '30s 
there was also that k ind  of mental ity. 

The o n ly differen ce that one can relate to is that the 
rate of i nf lat ion was not q u ite as h igh  in the late ·20s 
and in the '30s as it is today, but the mental ity was the 
same. H ow did we supposedly get out of that mess. 
Mr. S peaker? How did we get out of th is  mess? We 
went into a war, Mr. S peaker We ba i led goods and 
services that we f lew and we shot them out of the sky 
and then we put people to work bu i l d i ng ammu n i ­
t ions, bu i ld ing war  p lanes, bu i ld ing  tanks. bu i ld ing 
g u ns,  Mr .  S peaker; that's what we did.  We went and we 
borrowed and we spent m i l l ions and b i l l ions  of dol lars 
to put peop le  back to work. Now we have the mental­
ity. Mr .  S peaker, that there is no war but we have to 
retrench ,  M r. S peaker. Retrench where? Health care 
services, educat ion ,  hospitals. roads? Is  that what 
they're tal k ing  a bout. M r. Speaker? I s  that rea l l y  what 
they're ta lk ing about? What are they ta lk ing about? I t  
wi l l  be a very interest ing exercise. Mr .  Speaker, wl1en 
the Est imates of the govern ment are going to be 
tabled, when we resume the Session after th is  recess. 

Mr. S peaker, if anyone. and the M em ber for Turt le  
Mountain sa id that the government is refus ing to rec­
ogn ize the real ity,  or the M i n ister of F inance is refus­
ing to recog n ize the reality of the f inancia l  situation .  
Mr .  S peaker I f  there was any  M i n ister or any  member 
in  this House was as serious in  terms of the f inancia l  
posit ion of th is  prov ince,  I would say I would take my 
hat  off to h i m .  There is no one any more serious with 
respect to recogn iz ing the situation as it exists not 
o n l y  in  M an itoba, but across th is  country ,  i n  terms of 
the f inancia l  needs and the f inancia l  ab i l ity of th is  
p rovince and our  cou ntry, M r. S peaker, than the pres­
ent M i n ister of F inance, and I take my h at off to h i m .  

Mr .  S peaker. I have t o  say I was i ndeed p leasan tly 
su rprised by the speech of my col league, the Mem ber 
for E l mwood. dea l i ng with the potent ia l  cand idates. I 
t h i n k  he m issed one or two, Mr .  Speaker. i n  h is analy­
sis and I recogn ize that one i n  the m idst. that real ly  
shou ld  be taken seriously ,  is our  col leagur:.  the 
M em ber for M orris, who I t h i n k  I have to show some 
cred ib i l i ty and he has a lot of good sense i n  terms of 
making a potentia l .  I wou ld  add one more to the l ist 
that he shou ldn't be ru l ed out of the race that is com­
ing for the Member for Morris - absolutely not. 

Mr .  S peaker, the Leader of the -( I nterject ion)- I'm 
afraid so. Mr .  Speaker. I bel ieve I 'm being teased by 
the Mem ber for Lakeside. I w i l l  not respond to the 
comment that he makes. 

Mr .  S peaker. the Leader of the O pposit ion .  in his 
rep ly  to the S peech from the Throne.  I would say has 
rea l ly impressed u s  with h is  - and I would say his 
ster l ing performance in  rep ly  He has rea l l y  presented 
a performance. s ince he has expressed a concern 
about the level of debate in  this House and l ast n ight 
was certai n ly no exception.  I w i l l  try o n  th is  occasion 
to - I don 't k n ow if I can .  I hope I won 't - to match the 
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h igh standard that he has set for us. 
H owever, it  certa in ly  wil l  be d iff icult  for myself to 

match the level of character assass inat ion and mud­
s l ing ing  and worn-out c l iches that have become the 
Leader of the Opposition's trademark, M r. Speaker. 

Again ,  I point out to what has happened in the last 
couple of days, h is own speech and h is own col­
leagues ,  but I certa in ly  can take consolation that even 
most of his col leagues are not in the same c lass as 
their  Leader, even though some of t hem want to try, 
especial ly someone like the Mem ber for Pemb i na. 

I want to say that the Deputy Leader actually, Mr .  
Speaker, I was su rprised. i n  fact I was shocked. that  he 
wou ld try and emu late H1e low tactics of h is  leader. 
The other one that real ly  also shocked me was the 
Member for Tuxedo, in terms of going ,  what I wou ld 
say - I d idn 't ex pect that from h im .  He presents the 
i mage of being certain ly  a reasonable person and i n  
a l l  f ights would h i t  above the belt, but th is t ime I th ink  
he was down somewhere arou nd the  knees, Mr .  
Speaker. i n  the speeches that both of  them made. 

The Leader of the O pposition has expressed con­
cern about the backgrounds of mem bers on this side 
of the House, Mr. Speaker. He refers to us as "that 
breed, that odd col lection of people." He says, "we 
rea l ly don't have the background to govern." Wel l ,  I 
have to congratu l ate the Leader of the Opposit ion . I 
wou ld have to say that he c hose h is  parents wel l .  
U nfortunately, he may be r ight .  Not too many members 
on th is  s ide of the House were born with s i lver spoons 
in  their mouths, M r. Speaker. I wou l d  have to say that. 
That's a condition I would say we share with the vast 
majority of Man itobans. Like many people in th is p ro­
v ince, a l l  of us aren't i ntel lectuals. I certa in ly  am not - I 
speak for myself. We don't a l l  l ive i n  - ( l nterject ion ) ­
wel l ,  yeah, h i g h  expensive homes a n d  i n  the liner 
areas of our city. 

The Leader of the Opposit ion ,  M r. Speaker, should 
actua l ly  look arou nd him. Al l  the people of M a nitoba 
don't wear the p instripe su its and they all aren't big 
farmers. As strange as it may seem, fvl r. Speaker, there 
are many Manitobans who rea l ly don't own tl1eir own 
businesses. There are many of us that don't. So, he 
looks down h is  nose at many people on this side of 
this House, j ust as he  looks down his nose at many of 
the citizens of th is province who also don't have the 
kind of backgrou nds that he would approve of. 

I m ight add, .M r. S peaker, that if  the Leader of the 
O pposition was born with a s i lver spoon,  if  he was, i n  
h i s  mouth,  t h e  b iggest mistake that h i s  parents made 
was to remove it .  Yes, Mr .  Speaker, they should have 
left it  there but, a lthough at th is  point  in h istory. they 
may have had to replace it with a s i lver shovel .  That's 
what they may have had to do. 

The Leader of the O pposit ion,  he's someth ing l ike 
the 1 8th  Century ph i losopher, John Locke, who 
bel ieves i n  majority ru le .  I t  is majority rule of  the prop­
erty c lass. R u le by those with the proper backgrounds. 
I t  certain ly  doesn't i nc lude those he has s lu rred i n  his 
Throne Speech ,  l ike the workers; the gypsies; ind ivid­
uals with G rade 1 1  education and those of us with 
i mproper backgrounds. He states that the New Demo­
cratic Party is u nfit to govern by background. 

I wonder what he means by th is? What does he 
mean by this? When you compare the backgroun ds of 
the representatives of the two parties in this House, 
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one th ing I have to tel l  you, M r. Speaker, is stri k ing .  By 
contrast to the Conservatives, we in  the NOP,  are wel l  
represented by various racial and ethn ic  groups i n  th is 
House. M r. Speaker, I would say it is  the u n ity of our 
group drawn from such d iverse social  and economic 
and ethnic backgrounds that g ives our party its 
strength here and in Manitoba. 

I want to put it  to the Leader of the O pposit ion .  Am I 
u nfit to govern because of my U krain ian  background? 
I s  my fr iend, the col league from R u perts land,  unfit to 
govern because of his Native backgrou nd? I s  my 
friend and col league, the M em ber for Burrows, u nfit to 
govern because of his Ph i l l ip ine background,  Mr .  
Speaker? Is  that what  he is speaking about? Mr .  
Speaker, it's my view that th is party is lit to govern 
precisely because it represents the people of d iverse 
backgroun ds that make up th is  f ine province c11 ours. 

You know, apparently it gal ls the Leader of the 
Opposition that labour leaders and labour in  general 
support the New Democratic Party. You know -
( I nterjection) - Wel l ,  M r. S peaker, referring  to the 
Econom ic Summit in Portage, the Leader of the 
Opposit ion - he neat ly makes a d ist inction between 
their labour leaders and good representation from the 
C hamber of Commerce, M r. Speaker. We don't  make 
that representation and that dist inct ion;  that's what he  
makes. Of course, M r. Speaker, everyone knows 
where the Leader of the Opposition stands. The good 
leaders of business as opposed to those leaders who 
support the N O P  are on ly the ones who are f i t  to ru le .  
That's what he is rea l ly  gett ing  at, Mr .  Speaker. I f  I was 
John Locke, M r. Speaker, I guess I wou ld be applaud­
ing i n  my grave. 

Mr. S peaker, f ina l ly ,  it  must be h i g h ly annoying to 
the Leader of the Opposition to see a contingent ol 
h i g h ly capable New Democrats who happen to be 
women. You know, in his response to the Speech from 
the Throne, he referred to 'that breed across the way, '  
M r. Speaker. H is  comment made me recal l  what I 
woul d  say, h is  i l l··advised s lur against women, when 
he assured the world that Tories l i ked women - they 
were good breeders. We won't let h im forget that one. 
Women and all human beings with any l1urnan ity were 
offended by that statement. I want to E!ssure this 
House that i t 's the women of the New Democrat ic 
caucus, a long with other ind ividuals from so-cal led 
im proper backgrounds, g ive th is  party its strength,  
M r. Speaker. 

The Conservative Party in characteristic fash ion 
condemns our government for its lack of prog rams. 
Then when we bring in  programs, they become con­
cerned about this government i nf lat ing the deficit .  
That's been the n ame of the game. That is the name of 
the game. They even compla in  about the fact that we 
aren't l isten ing  to the people of M an itoba. Let me 
assure you, M r. Speaker, and a l l  the members oppo­
site, that we have l istened to the people and we are 
cont inu ing  to l isten to the people  of Man itoba. That's 
why we were elected, o n ly for that reason .  Yes, M r. 
Speaker, because that's rea l ly  been our approach to 
government. 

M r. Speaker, now we have the Honourable Mem ber 
for M orris. We wi l l  see what k ind of spend ing  he wants 
to increase when he gets up and discusses the Esti­
mates of the various departments. Whi le we f irmly 
bel ieve i n  work ing  towards the creation of a more 
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equ itable and humane society, M r. Speaker, we have 
to admit that we real ly don't have all the answers, and 
we do admit that. We don't have the answers to all the 
problems that face us but this is certa in ly in  contrast 
to that used by the Conservative Party. 

M r. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition often 
declares that he knows what is  r ight and h is  party 
knows, or they th ink  they k now what is best for the 
people of M a nitoba. After a l l ,  there sits the party 
which is fit by background to govern. But as I 've said, 
we here i n  the N D P  bel ieve i n  the consu ltative p ro­
cess. We believe in it and we wi l l  continue to use it 

M r. S peaker, before we i ntroduced a p lan for Man it­
oba beef, I have to say we consulted extensively with 
the producers of th is provi nce. U lt imately, I wou ld 
have to say we've developed as effective and popular a 
p lan produced basically by the farmers of th is pro­
vince that anyone can f ind anywhere in th is country, 
which was produced as a result of that consultative 
process. What did you people do for those same pro­
d ucers? What did you do for them? They asked and 
they p leaded with you that they were i n  d iff icu lty, that 
they were in trouble ,  that they needed help. N ot unt i l  
N ovembe r 6th ,  M r. Speaker, was the committee cal led 
to meet, that wou ld get us out of trouble because we 
have a d ifficult  d i lemma.  R ight  dur ing the election 
campaign they held their first meet ing.  - ( I nter­
jection ) - Pardon me, what d id the member say? I 
want to show you when that comm ittee met It met o n  
November 6th, 1 98 1 .  Dur ing what period, M r. Speaker? 
During the election campaign.  

But ,  Mr.  Speaker, i n  the summer  pr ior to the elec­
t ion ,  their  organ ization came to government and said, 
'We need financial help, '  the organ ization that they set 
up .  Do you k now what the M i n ister of Agricu lture at 
that t ime said to them? 'There is no support for the 
program ,  go away, go away, we are turning you back, 
go away.' 

M r. S peaker, what happened with this g roup? They 
said there was no recogn it ion,  that they didn't l isten. 
What did they do? They i ntroduced a piece of legisla­
tion that forced every beef producer in this prov ince to 
belong to and f inance an organization set up by the 
Conservatives. M r. Speaker, talk about l isten ing.  But 
why d id they do th is? I g uess, M r. Speaker, because in 
the mid  '70s when there was a vote, a majority of 
producers voted against the establ ish ment of this k ind 
of  an organizat ion.  That's why they were l istening 
because a few years before that, producers voted 
against any k ind of an associat ion , but we wanted to 
l isten to the producers. 'We'd better just ram it down 
their th roats , '  and that's what they did.  

M r. S peaker, who conducted the vote? -( In ter­
jectio n ) - It was asked for by the producers of this 
p rovince and th is government accommodated that 
vote. M r. Speaker, that wasn't a vote on the marketing 
board; it was a vote on the association .  There was 
more than one vote, the mem ber should remember. If 
he doesn't remember,  I ' l l  rem ind  h i m .  How did they 
listen to producers? They brought in a piece of legisla­
t ion,  you belong .  Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, that's how they 
l istened to the producers. M r .  S peaker, it rea l ly  is 
logical for this arrogant and dictatorial  Conservative 
g roup to shove their  p lan down the throats of all beef 
producers. 

In response to concerns expressed by many farmers, 

homeowners and owners of smal l  busi nesses, we 
introduced the I nterest Rate Rel ief Program and the 
program, as a l l  the members know, is  aimed at assist­
ing those in severe f inancia l  d istress. We admitted -
and I told h i m  last Session and I told a l l  the members 
of the H ouse, that the program is not a large program . 
It w i l l  not help everyone, M r. S peaker; it could not. We 
knew that and we said that pu bl ic ly .  But the Opposi­
tion is really not happy with our efforts. 

I n  crit icizing the farm component the mem bers 
opposite say that there are no farmers, that farmers 
earn ing $70,000 or less in g ross sales don't exist. You 
know, we d id n't concoct those f igures;wWe didn 't 
h ide or develop those f igures. We used Stats Canada 
f igures and Revenue Canada data that showed us, 
that told us that between 70 and 80 percent of Man ito­
ba's farmers g ross $70,000 or less. M r. Speaker, 
maybe the Conservatives should start meeting some 
of those farmers. M aybe they should go out and start 
meeting some of those farmers who don't exist because 
maybe again these farmers may not have the back­
ground that's rea l ly  considered su itable by the 
Conservatives. 

I have to tell you, it takes the M em ber for Pembina -
you k now, just last week i n  the Throne Speech debate, 
M r. S peaker. Here, I ' l l  quote the date from the Val ley 
Leader, December 8, 1 982, M r. Speaker, where the 
Member for Pembina said that most southern Man it­
oba farmers are exc luded from the p lan .  M r. Speaker, I 
wrote the member i n  September because he wanted 
some detai ls on the program. Do you know where the 
bu lk  of the c l ients are from, M r. Speaker? From the 
area that is represented by the M em ber  for Pem bina 
and the Member for  A rthur :  more than ha l f  of the 
people in the program are from their areas. They 
should maybe go around their r idings and meet some 
of those farmers that are being helped by this pro­
g ram.  We know that we can't he lp  some of the large 
farmers that are  i n  g reat d ifficu lty. I n  fact, the Member  
for  Turt le  Mounta in ,  M r. Speaker, h it it r ight  on .  T here 
were some bad m istakes in terms of f inancial  man­
agement, M r. Speaker, because people fai l  to recog­
n ize what the cash flow wi l l  be, what the i ncome wi l l  
be. 

M r. S peaker, that is why we are having the g reat 
· d ifficu l ty in the agricultural sector to a g reat degree, 

exactly for that reason, because we saw land prices 
escalat ing to g reat heights, that there was no end to 
the in flationary s pi ra l  and our dear old f inancial  i nsti­
tutions just went along and pou red the money i n  
because they saw there was n o  e n d ,  M r. Speaker, 
unending.  N ow we have debt loads on farms for 
$750,000, $500,000, $ 1 .5 m i l l ion ,  M r. Speaker. Who 
can bail those out? No one can bail those out, M r. 
S peaker, no one can bai l  out those people i n  f inancial  
d i ff icu lty at a l l .  He is  r ight ,  M r. Speaker,  when he 
poi nts to l istening  to the banks.  The banks should 
have l istened and watched and done their  own;  they 
are as m u ch to blame in terms of the f inancia l  cr isis 
that we have today in terms of agriculture in this p ro­
vince and across th is country in the way they handled 
their  loan portfol ios, M r. Speaker. 
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M r. Speaker, when we tal k  about consu ltation, we 
have met with farm g roups and ind iv iduals concern­
ing the farmlands ownersh i p  legislation but a l ready 
the Conservatives are saying that we d idn't consult 
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enough. Mr.  S peaker, I asked them, who d id you con­
sult with when you made your amendm ents to the 
farm lands legislation in th i.s provi nce? You k now, 
their amendments were a case of the cure bein g  worse 
than the disease. Large amounts of our valuable agri­
cultural land was and contin ues to be, gobbled up by 
absentee owners and foreign investors at what I would 
say is an alarming rate, after they amended the legisla­
tion in 1 981 , M r. Speaker. I wonder who did they con­
sult? I know they d idn 't consult with the farmers, Mr .  
Speaker. I know they d idn ' t  take the advice of farm 
groups in this province. I k now they d id n't heed the 
advice of their  own appointed board. Who gave the 
M i n ister advice in writ ing? So, whom did they consu lt, 
M r. Speaker? M aybe they consu lted with the real est­
ate agents; maybe they consu lted with the specu la­
tors and the foreign owners, Mr. S peaker; maybe 
that's who they consulted with or some of the legal 
counsels who are front ing for these i nvestors who are 
legal u nder the legislation. T hat's who they must have 
consulted with. 

I suggest, Mr. Speaker, to my honourable friends 
that maybe those are the only people you consu lted 
with,  that's why you are now on that side of the House. 
I th ink  they're prepared to close their eyes, M r. 
Speaker, that even though more and more of our  farm­
land becomes increasingly less avai lable to Man itoba 
farmers through the method of speculation they are 
prepared to a l low that to happen, M r. S peaker, and 
they wi l l  use the guise of want ing to al low Canadians, 
protecting some rights of Canadians, that wil l  be the 
argument i n  their speeches, that wil l  be the thrust. 
There wi l l  be another thrust in their speeches, M r. 
Speaker, I tel l  them right now that th is  p iece of legisla­
t ion wi l l  lower the price of farmland in Man itoba, that 
wi l l  be part of the argument. M r. Speaker, it is al ready 
lower, at least the Member for M orris acknowledges it 
and has noth ing  to do with th is  piece of legislat ion .  
He'd better tel l  h i s  col league i n  whose seat he is sit­
t ing ,  as to what w i l l  happen, Mr. Speaker. 

T hey say that they are in touch with the people of 
M a nitoba. I suggest they real ly pul l  their f ingers out of 
their ears and real ly l isten because obviously they're 
not l isten ing to the farmers and the people of th is  
p rovi nce. Mr .  Speaker. The more we speak to the 
citizens of  rural Manitoba, we f ind out that they real ly 
have very l im ited concerns about farmlands owner­
sh ip  legislation and, Mr. Speaker, those concerns are 
only there because of the m islead ing statements and 
scare tactics that have been generated by your side 
and some of the editorial writers in  the media. Abso­
lutely, M r. Speaker, it  is. Do you remem ber the editor­
ial wh ich was fueled by the opposition members of the 
s ix factual errors i n  an editorial? They weren't errors 
in f ight ing against the principal legislation; they were 
errors in fact, Mr. Speaker, and they were perpetrated 
by the members of the opposite side. 

M r. Speaker, if the Act we propose was in reality as it 
had been portrayed by the Conservatives, I ,  too, 
would have been concerned about it. The subject of 
ed itorials and editorial writers reminds me of a part of 
a speech of the Leader of the O pposit ion ,  in terms of 
using quotes. He's start ing to use editorial writers to 
q uote from in terms of reply ing to the Speech from the 
Throne and I have to say that it  was k i nd of  comical  
who he was using,  M r. Speaker. In the past ,  the Leader 
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of the Opposition has impressed this side of the house 
with quotes from various disti nguished scholars and 
ph i losophers, but I notice now in his reply to the 
Speech from the Throne, who is he quoting? He's 
q uoting from Fred C leverley's column .  I s  there a mes­
sage there, M r. Speaker? Is  there a message in those 
quotes, M r. S peaker? His tactics have changed; he's 
now using F red C leverley. Don't get me wrong,  M r. 
Speaker, I rea l ly  don't have anyth ing against H onest 
Fred, M r. S peaker, I real ly don't .  He, l i ke the Leader of 
the O pposition ,  doesn't  real ly  get the recog n it ion that 
he deserves, M r. Speaker. I would suggest that i n  h is  
editorials - ( I nterjection ) - M r. Speaker, no,  no ,  no.  
In  h is  editorials there should be a l itt le h ighl ight  in  
front of the editorial ,  'Off ic ia l  voice of the Conserva­
tive Party' should be entit led there when he writes h is  
editorials. Then I wou ld say, n o  problem, that should 
be added to a l l  h is  articles. Mr .  Speaker, maybe I 'm 
l im ited because of my improper background but I fai l  
to be impressed by the words of wisdom from some­
one who has trouble even remembering his name. 
Honest F red doesn't  k now how to remem ber h is own 
name, Mr .  Speaker. There used to be a name float ing  
around here cal l ing that same person -(l nterjection)­
no, I won't. C leverley Fred, Fred Cleverley. 

Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, I would have to say that - no, n o - I 
consider this my modest i n it iat ion i nto the world of 
better pol itics, Mr .  Speaker, which my friends across 
the way practise so wel l .  They want a taste and they 
wil l get a taste of better pol it ics, but let me tel l  you, M r. 
Speaker, that although I have tried to follow their  f ine 
example,  it  wi l l  never be a case of the - as one can put it  
- the pupi l  su rpass ing the teacher i n  my remarks. No,  
that's probably why I 'm  just a puppy i n  th is  whole.  No ,  
I real ly  cou ldn't  overcome the natura l  advantage that 
my col leagues on the other side seem to have, Mr .  
Speaker. I guess it's a matter of background;  I don't 
have the background and I guess that's the problem, 
Mr .  Speaker. So, M r. Speaker, my honourable friends 
k now and they should real ize why they are o n  the 
other side of the House. Thank you . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for N iakwa. 

MR. A. KOVNATS: Thank you, M r. Speaker. I wou ld 
l ike to take this opportun ity, M r. S peaker, to wish you 
good health for the future. 

I would l ike to also congratu late the appointment of 
the new Deputy S peaker and the new C hairman of 
Comm ittee. I would l i ke t0 congratulate the four new 
M i n isters. I wou ld l i ke to congratu late a Rt .  Rev. Wal­
ter Jones, the new B ishop of R u pertsland,  who was 
just appointed. 

There's a method in my madness i nasmuch as Wal­
ter and I went to school many years back and we come 
from the same type of a background.  I t's n ot the same 
eth n ic background but I 'm going to talk about eth n ic 
background i n  a m i n ute. I don't appreciate some of 
the remarks that have been made. 

I wou ld l i ke to also congratu late M r. Pau l R obson ,  
the new Manager of the Wi1n ipeg B lue Bom bers. I t's 
part of my background and I wish h im every success 
in the future also. -( I nterject ion)- Next year G rey 
C u p  for the Winn ipeg Blue Bom bers - my pred ict ion.  

In the f ive years that I 've been i n  th is  Leg islature I 
have always kept my cool ;  I 've never lost my temper 
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u n der any c i rcumstances. I 've always, - ( I nter­
ject ion)- no I 've never lost my temper. I 've always 
been able to control my temper and if I ever lost my 
temper it was st i l l  u nder control ,  but in the last couple 
of days . You know, w hen we were kids we used to 
p lay a game. Try to crack the other one, try to embar­
rass the other person ,  and you've n ot been able to do 
it ,  up  u nt i l  just a couple of days ago. But I 've got to 
congratu late all of you - you cracked me, you embar­
rassed me by some of the th ings that I 've heard com­
ing from that side over to th is side and it's a l l  on eth nic 
background .  Why are you doing it? I can't u nderstand 
it. Wel l ,  my leader did it ,  eh? 

O kay, the remark that was made; there was some 
reference made to background and for strictly pol it i­
cal purposes. it was picked up and that background 
was turned over to an ethnic background. There was 
n o  referen ce to eth n i c  backgrou n d  but it was con­
verted to eth n ic background and it was thrown across. 
Read - ( I nterjection )- okay - but by accusations and 
i n nuendos, you're suggesting that th is side is agai nst 
everyth ing  that's eth n ic ,  part icu lar ly the eth ni c  back­
g round.  Making reference to the representative for 
R u perts land;  making reference to the U krain ian  back­
ground and all of the other backgrounds. There's n o  
reason f o r  it. W e  have eth n i c  background on th is  s ide. 

We a re of a l l  one accord but for pol it ical pu rposes 
you're try ing  to use it to get some of that support from 
the eth n i c  people in this province, to support your side 
rather  than on a pol i t ical basis, l ike they're against us, 
you are with us. 

I had a fel low working  for m e  when I was in the 
-( I nterjection )- Sydn ey G reen - yes - fair enough 
you k n ow. You ment ion the name Syd but I 've got a 
story t h at's going to come with that one i n  just a 
couple of m inutes. Yes, I can sit over here for 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. O rder please. I'm hav­
ing some difficu lty in hearing the Honourable Member 
for N iakwa. 

The Honourable Member for N iakwa. 

MR. A. KOVNATS: M r. S peaker, a few years back I 
learned about the eth n ic background from an early 
age - not a cr it ic ism - I come from a Jewish back­
g round,  a Canadian background but of Jewish ances­
tors, and I ' l l  tel l  you I know about eth n ic  backgrounds. 
Don't you dare point a f inger  over on this side because 
I'm one of th is side. I 'm  one of th is side. 

Anyways, a few years back I had a coloured gentle­
man ,  a black fel low by the name of Arthur B rown, and 
I ' l l  ment ion h is  name because he just h appened to 
come back in the city not too long ago and cal led me 
because we are friends. Arthur  was work ing for me as 
a park ing  lot  attendant .  Arthur  used to charge the 
customers the regu lar  prices when they came up and 
the customer wou ld come u p  and say, where's that 
money going - to I srael .  Your boss sending it to I srael? 
Arthur  would say no, no, that's the regular price; he 
used to defend me and f ina l ly  one day somebody said 
to Arthur, after giving h i m  all  of this crit icism about h is  
J ewish boss; Arthur  wou ld look at h i m  and he's very 
very black, you know, you cou ldn't  m istake h im ,  and 
he would say "is it  someth ing personal against me, 
S i r?" The customer would look at Arthur  and boy, oh 
boy you can make them back down. O h  no,  n o  it 

certain ly isn't .  That's what you people are doing .  
You're making these i n nuendos. You are  suggest ing 
t hat we are b igots - we are not .  Don't  do it anymore -
you're not going to get any polit ical ga in  from it . 

A MEMBER: You tel l  them, you tel l  them . 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. 

MR. A. KOVNATS: I 've been watch ing  some of the 
ant ics i n  the H ouse. I h ave the g reatest support for  the 
Speaker of th is Legislature and the office which he  
represents. I would never do anyth ing to embarrass 
the Speaker, u nder any c i rcumstances. I h ave noticed 
that the Speaker has been embarrassed. 

We've p icked it up  because of the embarrassment 
that has been u lt imately caused to one of our members 
being expelled. I 'm  not going to speak on that member 
being expelled, just to mention it .  -( l nterjection )­
Wel l ,  no,  I ' m  not  going to reflect o n  it is  w hat I ' m  really 
saying ,  so I 'm not going to be ruled out of order. But 
for it to go t h rough that whole process and for the 
H onourable F irst M i n ister, the Attorney-General to 
put the Speaker i n  a position to be crit icized for the job 
t hat he's doing;  we wouldn't  do it .  Why wou ld you do it 
with a gentleman that represents a l l  of us? He might  
have t hreatened the Speaker very openly, but he  
d idn't  do anyth ing  u nderhanded by going to  t ry  to 
i nf luence the Speaker on a part icular decision . 

I 've been looking and watch ing dur ing the question 
period and I 've a l ready said I 'm not going to sink to the 
same levels as what I 've seen over t here, but I guess I 
have to, just to get across some of the points.  I watch a 
l itt le b i t  of televis ion and I see a p rogram cal led " Fam­
i ly Feud" with this R ichard Dawson and he asks them 
some q uest ions,  you know, how many people out of a 
hundred would answer i n  th is regard, and they answer. 
Some of the answers are stupid but you see them -
good answer - they start to clap, good answer. 

This morn ing I heard the Honou rable M i n ister of 
F inance make a n  answer to a part icu lar  q uest ion and 
there was the Attorney-General, (clap, c lap) good 
answer. I t  wasn't a good answer. You people don't 
know what a good answer is .  You are cr it ic iz ing  us for 
some of the t h ings that we do; I 'm crit ic iz ing you for 

· some of the th i ngs that you do. It wasn't a good 
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answer. 
The M i n ister of . - ( I n terject ion)-

MR. SPEAKER: O rder please. 

MR. A. KOVNATS: We're just being really sharp in a 
master of repartee. Please be quiet. 

R ansom is predicting an $800 m i l l io n  deficit. I 'm 
going to go to the deficit that is in existence r ight now, 
not w hat is  being predicted, but the actual deficit - and 
if I 'm out a m i l l ion  dol lars, I hope you' l l  forgive me,  
because I 'm  going to use the f igure of $500 m i l l ion of a 
deficit . -( I nterjection )- Wel l ,  that's the f igure I 'm  
go ing  to use; that's $500 for  every man,  woman and  
c h i ld i n  the Province of  Man itoba, approximately, M r. 
M i n ister, approximately, $500 deficit for every man,  
woman and ch i ld  in  the Province of Man itoba. 

A friend of m i ne -( I nterject ion)- that's r ight. A 
friend of my fam i ly just gave b i rt h  to a l itt le g ir l  last 
month and now I 'm going to give you the scenario i n  
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the hospital room.  I ' m  going to g ive you the scenario 
of this l ittle girl that is being born . We send a card, the 
doctor is  there and he's got to get this l i tt le baby born. 
Usual ly they give them a slap on the - I don't know 
what word is acceptable - but the part you sit  down on 
and it gets them to cry.  Wel l  they don't do that any 
more.  A l l  they tel l  them i n  the hospital  - and just 
assume that the baby cou ld understand - they tel l  the 
baby the deficit is $500 m i l l ion  to get the baby to cry 
and to start to breathe. But sometimes that doesn't 
work. Somet imes that doesn't work and the baby 
doesn't start to breathe and start to c ry; so we predict 
for the fol lowing year at the same rates, the deficit is 
going to be somewhere in the area of $880 m i l l ion  for 
the fol lowing year. Now the baby starts to cry and 
starts to breathe. But you look a l l  around the room, the 
doctor is  cry ing ,  the nurses are c ry ing ,  $880 m i l l ion 
deficit for the fol lowing year. N ow that's k ind of a 
guess. I hope the economy wi l l  turn aroun d  and we 
won't run i nto that k ind of a problem but that could  
happe n ,  $880 m i l l ion .  

I remem ber see ing a picture cal led M r. 880 about an 
Edmund Gwen, who was a l ittle old man and he was a 
bit  of a counterfeiter. As a matter of fact and I ' m  not 
making any ins inuations - ( I nterjection)- No. What 
had happened was this M r. 880 used to make these 
l ittle counterfeit one dollar b i l ls and he  had an 880 
serial n u m ber on them and that was the only way they 
could ident ify it - and I th ink  he  s ig ned his own name 
rather than the President of the U nited States or 
whoever does sign these one dol lar bi l ls i n  the U n ited 
States - and our M i n ister, and I ' m  not sure because I 
heard some remarks and some crit icism on when you 
make remarks, l ike i f  I cal led h i m  M r. 880, would I be 
out of order? I th ink  not because it's not a damn ing  
term and it's not  a n  endearing term either, bu t  it's not 
bad. 

I just wanted to bring up that deficit because the 
thing that bothers me so much o n  that deficit is  we can 
bui ld  a dynamic future i n  M a nitoba; we can turn 
aroun d  the harsh economi c  c i rcumstances of the past 
four years. Now I 'm  not accusin g  your side as the 
cause of this downturn i n  the  economic poss ib i l it ies 
here in the Province of Manitoba - it's not your fau lt. 
It's not your fault, it's not our fault - it's the world 
economy - but you do contribute a l itte bit  to not 
see ing that we come out of this downturn i > 1  the 
economy. 

There are things that you could do that cou ld bring 
us out somewhat, not completely because it 's got to 
turn around al l  over the world, it's not just going to be 
in Man itoba. I ' m  n ot goin g  to accuse you. I 'd  l ike to 
and I 'd l i ke to tell all the people in the Province of 
M a nitoba that it's you r fault, but I can't do it. There are 
other th i ngs you' re responsib le for that are just as bad 
but that one, I can't say that you are. 

I don't p lay fol low the leader and I don't do what the 
others do, I can pretty wel l  th ink for myself, but th is 
message from H oward Pawley, the biggest scam - I 
don't th ink scam is an i mproper word - the biggest 
scam that's been ever forced on the people of the 
Province of Man itoba. A message from H oward Paw­
ley. Now you're going to say, look, they went in with 
their eyes open - and they did - and people are i ntel l i­
gent enough to k now what they're doing,  but it's not 
going to happen aga in .  Beware, beware. 
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J ust a couple of l ittle extra words here concerning 
the D epartment of Educat ion.  I see M aureen sitti ng 
there and I see the H onourable M i n ister of Education 
sitting there and I 'm not that critical of the Honourable 
M in ister of Education because what we have done is, I 
guess through The B rit ish North America Act, we've 
taken all of the responsibi l it ies that are given to us as a 
provi n ce and we've turned them over to somebody 
else. But we can i nfluence those somebody elses. 

I 've got two schools over in my area that are sittin g  
there - h e l p  us do something  with it; I know you're 
considering it and I only bring i t  up  for d iscussion so 
that you wi l l  th ink  more about it. I 'm not asking  any 
q uestions o n  it ,  just be aware. We've got two schools 
that we've closed and I need some help in that regard 
over in my area. I need some help in my regard and 
ten u re for some of the teachers because we r.uve an 
i ncrease i n  the i mmersion program and I 'm  a suppor­
ter of it, except that there's going to be some people 
that are going to have to suffer because of it. Some of 
the teachers who are teac h i n g  E n gl ish are goi n g  to 
have to suffer. We've got to do something about those 
to protect their rights. 

We have got a confl ict in  m y  area between the fran­
cophone teachers and the Engl ish teachers. - ( I n ter­
jection) - No, we don't have to burp the baby. All we 
do is tel l  them that the old $500 and that hel ps, and the 
gas comes flowing .  Anyway, we got a bit  of a problem 
there. Please M adame M i n ister, i nterfere, do some­
th ing about it; we need some help over there. 

I ' m  j ust touch ing on a few th ings and I 'm n ot going 
to keep on ram b l i ng because you people do- we don't 
- because we say what we have to and we sit down. 
The H onourable M i n ister of Agricu lture, I just have 
one l ittle th ing I ' ve got to tel l  h i m ,  I see where a l l  of 
these things come back from way back. I remember  a n  
opera cal led Faust where the dev i l  makes a deal a n d  
what he  wants i n  return is t h e  soul o f  the person he 
makes a dea l  w i th .  To the Honourable M i n ister of  
Agriculture, to  the beef producers, g ive  them the he lp 
they need,  don't suck back their sou ls to pay back .  Let 
them have an opportun ity to do wel l ,  to make some 
money. Let's keep them in business, we need them i n  
business. 

I was go ing to make a l itt le l ight  on a couple of 
th ings about the l itt le  g ir l  who was ask ing her mother, 
"Mother, do a l l  fairy tales start with 'once u pon a 
t ime?"' The mother said, "No, not a l l  fairy tales. Some 
of them start with, ' I 'm sorry dear, I had to work late at 
the office last n ight." '  That's q u ite humorous but if you 
people are going to sit there and not think it 's humor­
ous, fair enough.  The other way that fairy tales start 
- ( I n terject ion)- oh my God, we've got M r. 
down here. The other way fairy tales start is the people 
in the Province of Manitoba go out and they vote for 
the New Democratic Government; that's another way 
fa iry tales start. 

I 've just got one other crit icism and I would l i ke to be 
on the record. There is . i t  says, 'Group backs D r. 
M orgentaler. '  I am a very strong supporter of the 
groups and the people that are against abortion on 
demand.  T here are some cases that are n ecessary but 
abortion on demand is a thing that - it's not because of 
my rel ig ious background ,  it's because of my moral 
background.  I t  is absolutely of utmost importance 
that we don't just sit back and let th i ngs happen.  You 
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can't th reaten somebody you're going to do some­
th ing ,  because i f  somebody threatens you they're 
going to do someth ing l i ke they're going to start up an 
abort ion c l i n ic in Man itoba, he's going to do it. It is 
against the law of morals and it 's agai nst the laws of 
the country. Let us stop h im now before he goes too 
far. Let not the Attorney-General sit back and say 
what wi l l  be wi l l  be, and we wi l l  l i sten to all of the 
presentations. The law states what the law states; he is 
n ot a l lowed i nto M a nitoba. Let's make no bones about 
it ;  let's tell him he's not a l lowed in Manitoba. 

I don't want to keep ram bl ing .  Oh my God, I thought 
I was only goin g  to speak for about 1 O m i n utes and I 
kept on ramb l i ng so I ' m  not really going to speak that 
much longer, so whoever from your s ide is  p lann i ng 
on gett i ng  u p  be ready because I 've only got another 
couple of m i nutes that I want to speak. 

The Honourable M in ister of Health was beautiful 
the other day. He got up and he said when the discus­
sion was going on, and I ' m  not reflecting on what the 
discussion was, with t he Honourab le M i n ister of 
Community Services. I 'm  not reflect i ng  on what had 
happened. But the Honourable Member for St. Boni­
face, the M in ister of H ealth ,  got u p  and said,  what are 
we doing? We've got more i mportant th i ngs to be 
doing than discuss ing it to the degree to which it was 
d iscussed . I 've got to agree there's on ly one alterna­
tive, M r. Speaker, if the Honourable M in ister of Com­
m u nity Services wou ld  just get up, apologize for m is­
lead ing  the H ouse, and res ign ,  it would have been so 
easy. - ( I nterject ion)- I f  I brought myself down to 
that degree, M r. Speaker, I apologize. 

I never would have made a remark l i ke that up unt i l  
the last  couple of days; I never wou ld have done i t  and 
you k now it . What a re we doing? P lease, let's get a 
l ittle b i t  of cooperation.  Let's support the Speaker so 
there's no undue i nf luence on h i m  and let's try to run 
th is  Legislature l ike we were elected to do.  

Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Member for l nkster. 

MR. D.  SCOTT: Thank you very much ,  M r. Speaker. 
F i rst, may I congratu late you on your d ramatic recov­
ery over the past year, the determination and fortitude 
that you have shown through therapy and for the near 
fu l l  restoration of your health. 

I would l i ke to offer my congratulations to the newly 
appointed Deputy Speaker, the M em ber for R iver 
East. I ' m  sure he wi l l  conduct h imself in a manner  
which wi l l  br ing pr ide to th is  House, i n  a manner as he 
has conducted h i mself wit h i n  our own caucus on 
keeping points of order straight and of keeping the 
d ialogue of d iscussion s ign i ficantly above what it 
often s inks to i n  th is H ouse. 

I'd l i ke to offer congratulations to my fou r  col­
leagues who have risen i nto the Cabinet, the Honou­
rable M i n ister of Labour, the M i n ister of Housing,  the 
M i n ister of Govern ment Services and the M i n ister of 
Coop Development and Consu mer and Corporate 
Affairs. I ' m  sure they wi l l  conduct themselves in a way 
in the future as they have in the past few months s ince 
they've been appointed, which wi l l  br ing pr ide not 
only to our party but to our government and the peo­
ple of Manitoba. 

M r. S peaker, the fi rst th ing  I want to add ress in the 

rep ly to the Speech from the Throne is the matter of 
decorum in th is House. Last year the present M i n ister 
of Housing rose on the issue, pointed out how the 
level of decoru m i n  th is House has fa l len.  I had hoped 
that we wou ld  have had a much h igher level of deco­
rum in this House when we returned. U n fortunately, I 
honestly bel ieve and I feel th is  is going to be justified 
out in  the press reports of the conduct of the members 
of the Leg is lature as wel l ,  that the decorum of the 
House has fa l len i nstead of r isen.  We've had an incred­
ib le - I don't know what to cal l  it and th is  is maybe not 
the best of decorum in relat ing to it in th is  way, but the 
only termi nology - I guess it 's a b i t  of a twist o n  words 
and phrases that the Leader of the O p posit ion started 
off with,  that so many of the speeches and the rhetoric 
that we have seen in the House so far is more reflective 
of a tornado of cow flops than it is of debate and 
d iscussion i n  the Legislature. 

I t h i n k  we need some rule changes. I t h i n k  we 
should be looking to the Federal H ouse and the 
c ha nges that they are mak ing to try and make the 
Par l iament of Canada more of a H ouse of debat ing  
and less of a House of rhetoric. 

I would l ike  one th ing  for us, and the Federal H ouse 
does not have t h is ,  but one of my own pets that I would 
l ike to have i n cluded i n  here is  that i n  H ansard, that 
where comments are i ntel l ig ible, they are p icked u p  
so that t h e  publ ic ,  through Hansard, c a n  see some of 
the conduct and some of the comments that come 
f ly ing across the floor from t ime to t ime from members 
of the H ouse - from both sides of the House - not j ust 
one side of the House. It 's not necessarily a part isan 
comment;  I just think that we are at the brunt end of an 
i ncredible n u m ber  of d iatr ibes. 

One  of the measures that they have in t roduced 
which I really l ike, is to l i m it the speeches to 30 m i n­
utes i n  length and to permit a 1 0  m in ute question 
period after that .  That, I th ink ,  wil l  have a dramatic 
effect in the Federal House. It 's going to lessen the 
amount of rhetoric, lessen the amount of loose phrases 
that are used, and the responses to them can be 
l im i ted to 1 0  m inutes rather than people gett ing u p  
and speaking for 2 0  m i n utes or 4 0  m i n utes o n  the 
issues. 

People wi l l  have to be accountable for what they 
· say. They can't just get up  and g ive a bunch of f ict i­

t ious facts; th ings that have no cred ib i l ity. They're 
going to have to be accountable and they're going to 
have to respond. I w i l l  be g iv ing facts that are not 
f ict it ious facts, as I cont inue o n  in my speech as I d id  
last year  in  the House, both i n  the Speech from the 
Throne and also the B udget Speech and other part ic i­
pation that I took part i n  last year i n  the House. 
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Another part we should be looking at very seriously 
and very s ignificantly is the telev is ing of the complete 
sitt ing of the Legislature, not just q uestion period. 
That is  one aspect that the people of the province wi l l  
see more of the House i n  action.  They wi l l  see who is 
here more often, that's true - they'l l  see much more of 
that .  They wi l l  a lso see the conduct of the members. 
T hey' l l  hear more of the comments of the members a 
l ittle more c learly and be able to relate to it and to the 
comments. I t  would also help take away, which I t h i n k  
the media i n  a way, h a s  taken away and real ly hasn't 
fulf i l led its duties i n  covering the Legislature, and yet 
they concentrate so often simply on question period 
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and they forget the rest of the House. M ind you, some­
times the House is rather forgettable and it's just as 
good that they don't cover it. 

I th ink  i f  we're going to be offering coverage of 
media coverage or of electron ic  media, in particu lar of 
televis ion,  that i t  should be in the House at all t imes 
and not just for the 45 m i nutes of question period. 

O ne other s l ight  th ing that was mentioned last year, 
I th ink .  and it's certai n ly acceptable on the h ighways 
and what not, although I haven't noticed it yet th is 
Session ,  I sure as h eck noticed it last Session and that 
wou ld possibly be the introd uction of when you come 
into the Legislature and bow to the S peaker, that you 
blow i nto a breathal izer test tube. -( l nterject ion)­
What I mean by that  is that the level of debate i n  the 
House is  exasperated when people come in to the 
H ouse and/or i nto Committees, after having had a 
l iqu id  supper or a l iqu id lunch .  I t  does not add to it. I ' m  
not making references t o  any ind ividuals, M r .  Speaker. 
I ' m  not making reference to any side of the House, or 
whatever. Anyone who denies that has happened i n  
the past in  th is Legislature i s  denying basic truth. I 
th ink  that's one of the h idden reasons, Mr .  Speaker, 
why the Federal House has moved to cancel even ing 
sitt ings of the House because it is  a real problem i n  the  
Federal House. Parties from al l  sides recogn ize the 
p roblem and are try ing to address it .  I t's not totally a 
facetious suggest ion,  but it is a suggestion that if 
there are measu res that need to be taken to help the 
decorum of the House, I th ink we should be address­
ing them. 

I 'd  l ike to move now away from rule changes and 
decorum of the H ouse a l itt le b i t  and j ust relate a wee 
bit to the tone of debate. The v ind ictiveness that we've 
had thrown upon the government,  the government 
M i n isters and government in general towards publ ic  
servants - the people who served this province for 
years. The destructive, the personal s lurs that have 
come across do absol utely n oth ing  for the H ouse and 
there's so much of that ,  i t 's  not funny.  They've become, 
M r. Speaker, a trademark of Man itoba's breed ofTory­
ism and it's k nown countrywide. I ' m  sad to see that it is 
start ing  to permeate the party in other parts of the 
country as wel l .  They don't  seem to be learning from 
the l essons that they've had here in  the past four 
years. 

To see the n u m ber of people who are standing i n  
t h i s  House now that there's an active leadersh ip  cam­
paign on, m im ick ing the conduct of the leader - the 
leader chal lenging the Chair from his seat. For the 
M em ber for Fort Garry, who I ' m  sorry isn 't here at th is  
t ime,  is  a member that  I personal ly have a n  awful lot  of  
respect for, and i n  h is  conduct yesterday I real ly  
-( I nterjection ) -

M R .  SPEAKER: T h e  Honourable Member for Tuxedo. 

MR. G. FILMON: M r. Speaker, as the member, I th ink ,  
k nows fu l l  wel l ,  it's totally inappropriate u nder our  
R u les to refer to member's p resence or  absence i n  the  
House. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for l n kster 
wi l l  surely take that advice to heart, I'm sure. 

The Honourable Member for l nkster. 
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MR. D. SCOTT: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker, I apologize 
for that. We've had very caustic remarks, Mr .  Speaker, 
remarks related to people's backgrounds, remarks i n  
whether their  backg round - I don't  k now whether the 
i ntent of that was economic c lass or whether it was a 
s lur  towards what one's eth n ic background may be. I 
hope that it wasn't ,  but even if it was towards the 
economic status of people, or whether or not they've 
been in the business community or  in the farm com­
mun ity or what k inds of experience they may have 
had. I happen to have had more governm en t  expe­
rience than a good number of the members opposite 
who have been here for several years, o n  my own 
behalf at least. 

We've had, I th ink ,  a return to Tory el i t ism. It shows 
very c learly the degree of Tory el i t ism. I refer to a 
column which I bel ieve has been referred to thE i-iouse 
a l ready, by a person who is a rather caustic writer, but 
also very supportive of the Conservative Party and 
that's Al lan Fotheringham's article i n  th is week's edi­
t ion of M aclean's M agaz ine where he says, "Your 
average Tory delegate sees no need for better job 
opportunities for women or m inority groups. The Tory 
i n carnate wants to cut spend ing  on day care, u nem­
p loyment insurance, fam i ly al lowances and job crea­
t ion programs. But at the same t ime,  they want to turn 
around and reduce taxes on corporations." This is by 
a person who has come out,  c learly speak ing ,  asking ­
he's pleading  with the Conservative Party to clean u p  
their  act a n d  t o  start changing their mental ity because 
he expects them to come to government on the federal 
level in the next elect ion .  What he is  fear ing is  that the 
same th ing that happened the last  t ime they came to 
office would be just a s imple repeat of the 1 979 
experience. 

I 'd l ike to spend a few m i nutes commenting o n  a 
couple of the remarks regarding  f inancial  imp l ica­
tions in the province; of people tal k ing about f inancia l  
i ntegrity; of people talk ing about the M i n ister of 
F inance delaying reports or one th ing or another - h is  
d isrespect. 

When I was an employee of the Crown in the 
Department of F inance we had a g leeful government 
of the day asking us, okay, what's the deficit? How 
much can we add to it? G ive us the worst poss ible 
scenarios basical ly and that's when they came up with 
their $225 m i l l ion  f igure. That d id  not satisfy them I 
th ink  the date was Apri l  30th they got notified that they 
were going to have to pay back $30,625,000 of 
revenues to the Federal Government, where the Pro­
vince of M a n itoba had been over-paid in p revious 
years, and it wasn't just in  one year 1 977-78, it  went 
back to 1 976. They decided for the first t ime to change 
the ru les of account ing.  They took that $30,625,000, 
which was deducted from 1 978-79 income and reduced 
the 1 977-78 i ncome by that f igure and declared that 
the i ncome they had received the following year was 
that much h igher. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The Honourable M i n is­
ter of Government Services on a point of order. 

HON. J. PLOHMAN: Mr. Speaker, is it  proper proce­
dure in here to have one of the mem bers wh istl i ng  
wh i le  one of our members is speaking? The Member 
for Pembina has been whist l i ng steady here. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Member for Pem­
bina to the same point. 

MR. D .  ORCHARD: Mr. Speaker, d id  the H onourable 
Member for Dauph in  have a point of order? 

MR. SPEAKER: I believe that the Honourable Member 
for I nkster expects the courtesy of a quiet hearing the 
same as every other m em ber does; and I wou ld ask 
whoever has been whist l i ng  to cease and l isten to the 
honourable member. 

The H onourable Member for l nkster. 

MR. D.  SCOTT: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A couple of 
other moves that they made at the end of that fiscal 
year to try and drive up the deficit of the previous 
government was they transferred a l itt le over $10 m i l­
l ion  to the Manitoba Health Services Comm ission.  
Later i n  the year, I believe it was i n  J une, they trans­
ferred another $ 1 2  m i l l ion  out of the revenue from the 
prior year, thus in  total dr iv ing down the revenue of 
the previous adm i n istration of some $50 m i l l ion .  Then 
they hadn't even learned their lesson from the flack 
they took on that, which was noted by the Provincia l  
Auditor. They then turned around i n  1 980-81 , their last 
year in office, and they inc luded in the Budget, and it's 
been carried forward and included as well  i n  the Pub­
l ic  Accounts for th is year, on which the Provincia l  
Auditor commented once again and that is ,  the face­
tious inc luding of $25 m i l l ion of a special m u n ic ipal 
loans fund. 

I would suggest, Mr .  Speaker, that one of the th i ngs 
we should be looking at doing - and I th ink that's the 
last b ig trust fun d  accoun t  - there's no money i n  the 
account.  There was n o  $25 m i l l ion  s i tt ing  anywhere, 
so it was n oth ing  more than a book entry, it  was unex­
pended appropriation from prior years, that the proper 
cou rse in the futu re should be to come i nto th is  Legis­
lature and to cancel previous appropriations through 
the Legislature, instead of lett ing people sl ide th ings 
back and forth around.  That's what certain l y  hap­
pened i n  the past. 

M r. S peaker, the people of Man itoba last year, when 
they made their decision to elect a New Democratic 
Govern ment.  got a government that was very new; 
they got a govern ment that was democrat ic ;  they got a 
government that d id  not demand $ 1 ,000 for the ear of 
the Premier to share their  pearls of wisdom .  We even 
had a chap then, going by the name of Fred C leverley, 
wrote in the Free Press, he said, "Lyon should lower 
his price for the ordi nary folk ." They even embar­
rassed one of their most ardent supporters, M r. 
Speaker. - ( I nterjection)- No, it wasn't .  That was 
Fred C leverley who wrote that column,  S i r. 

The people have been consul tative, the government 
has been consu ltative in turn .  I t's been very open. Our  
M i n isters have travelled throughout the  prov ince. The 
M i n ister, who I am a Legis lative Assistant to, the 
Honourable M i n ister for Natural Resources, has tra­
vel led extensively, has spoken extensively and the 
people i n  the comm u ni ties where he has visited have 
certain ly appreciated the k ind of attention that he has 
given to their problems and he's been very frank with 
them - he's n ot an except ion .  The rest of our M i n isters 
have done the very same. They've recogn ized that you 
don't just make contact with the publ ic  once every 
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four years; you should be doing it on a continuous 
basis and that they have done. 

Myself ,  and the rest of ttie backbenchers have also 
endeavoured to do that and travel led as much as we 
possibly cou ld, where we could f ind time to get out 
and to meet more people in the areas outside of our  
own part icular constituencies, and I th ink  that is a 
trademark of th is  government,  and that is of consu lta­
tion and of l isten ing to the publ ic .  

One  of the th ings that's certa in ly been a very major 
success was the Economic Summit  held the f i rst week 
in November. O ne of the th ings that the Conservatives 
are so crit ical about is the whole concept of us having 
a successful Summit with leaders of labour, of busi­
ness, of farm groups, N ative groups, is  that they can­
not bel ieve. They are so r ight wing in  their own th ink­
ing and so polarized i n  their  own thoughts that they 
just cannot accept that prominent businessmen from 
arou nd the Province of M a nitoba wil l consult openly 
with the government and with the business commun­
ity - government and business work ing  together. 
Work ing  together with annou ncements from every­
th ing  from housing,  to let them k now that they should 
be start ing  to gear up ,  to have part ici pation i n  them 
and developing what is  p robably the most s ign ificant 
and successfu l housing program in the whole country .  

We have made more moves i n  hous ing than i n  our  
p revious record of office from 1 969 unt i l  1 978, and 
many many t imes i n  the contribution that the members 
opposite made to housing.  In my own constituency 
they had an area with,  I bel ieve, it's close to 400 lots 
fully serviced, available for them and I k now there 
wasn't  any more than about 35 or 40 houses that went 
u p  i n  the four years they were i n  office. We have 
already received in that constituency, they have sold 
70 lots, 25 houses are u nder construct ion ,  the bulk of 
them are even up to the stage of putt ing  the f i n ish ing 
touches on the homes. There's one or two of them that 
have been completed. A l l  of th is has come i n  straight  
from the cooperation and i n itiative provided by our  
M i n ister of Housing and provided by the bui ld ing 
commun ity itself. 

M r. Speaker, I th ink  the time has arrived to 1 :30 p .m .  
I f  I could,  I ' l l  break now and then  cont inue on Monday 
when we retu rn. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease, order please. The t ime 
of adjournment hav ing arrived, when we next  reach 
th is  motion the honourable member wi l l  have 2 1  m i n­
utes remain ing .  

The House is accord i ngly adjourned and wi l l  stand 
adjourned unti l  2 p.m. on Monday afternoon. 




