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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA· 

Monday, 6 December, 1982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PAA YER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. J. Walding: Presenting Peti­
tions . . .  Reading a n d  Receiving Petition s  . . .  
Presenting Reports by Standing and Special Commit­
tees . . .  Ministerial Statements and Tab l i n g  of 
Reports . .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour. 

HON. M. DOLIN: M r .  Speaker, I have a Ministerial 
Statement that I would like to introduce. It is being 
prepared at this moment; it should be here within 
about five or ten minutes. I would like permission of 
the House to present it at that time. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turtle 
Mountain. 

MR. A. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, since the Government 
is following this Session in the same course of action 
that it fol l owed in the last, not being able to organize 
the affairs of Government properly, we wil l  agree to 
return to Ministerial Statements. 

MR. SPEAKER: So agreed by the House. Notices of 
Motion . 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

HON. R. PENNER introduced Bil l  No. 2,  The Law 
E nforcement Review Act - La loi sur les enquetes 
relatives a ! 'application de la loi. (Recommended by 
Her Honour the Lieutenant-Governor). 

HON. B. URUSKI introduced Bi l l  No. 3,  The Farm 
Lands Ownership Act - La loi sur la propriete agricole 
(Recom me n d ed by H e r  Honour t h e  Lieutenant­
Governor); and Bi l l  No.  7, A n  Act to amend The Dairy 
Act. 

HON. J. BUCKLASCHUK introduced Bi l l  No. 8, An 
Act  to amend The Corporations Act ;  and Bi l l  No.  9, An 
Act  to amend The Partnership Act. 

HON. R. PENNER introduced Bi l l  No. 1 1 ,  An Act to 
amend The Registry Act. 

HON. A. MACKLING introduced Bill No. 1 2, The 
Water Rights Act - Loi sur les d roits d'utilisation de 
l'eau. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Minister have a 
message to accompany the introduction of that_ bil l ?  

HON. A .  MACKLING: No. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour. 
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HON. M. DOLIN: I would ask leave to introduce the 
Ministerial Statement that I mentioned earlier. (Agreed) 

I am p l eased to a nnounce that the Governments of 
Canada and Manitoba today signed a Letter of U nder­
standing which wil l  lead to joint federal-provincial 
funding of $24 mil lion to c reate several thousand addi­
tional jobs in M anitoba. The detai l s  of this arrange­
ments are expected to be finalized within a week. 

This joint program. cal led The New E mp l oyment 
Expansion and Development Program, or N E E D, wil l  
provide a contribution towards wages as wel l as 
administrative and overhead costs. P rojects may cover 
a wide range of activities and be located anywhere i n  
the province. They must contribute t o  t h e  social a n d  
economic betterment o f  t h e  province a n d  must involve 
the creation of additional jobs. 

Both Governments have agreed that p riority wil l  be 
given to those p rojects which are labour i nter:isive and 
supportive of the two Governments' e m ployment 
strategies. These p rojects wil l  e nhance the c reation of 
ongoing e m ployment and wil l  position employers, 
com munities and participants to take advantage of 
this province's economic recovery. 

I am p l eased to note that the federal-provincial pro­
jects funded under the NEED program are i n  addition 
to the provincial job creation initiatives being p lanned 
or a lready in progress. These provincial initiatives 
include: 

The Department of Labour and Manpower's North­
ern E m ployment Programs and the Manitoba E m ploy­
ment Action Program, which wi l l  provide $3.1 m i l lion 
for the c reation of some 1 ,  1 20 jobs; 

The Department of Northern Affairs, Northern Job 
Creation Programs, which wil l  provide $ 1 .9 m i l lion for 
the creation of approximately 6 1 5  jobs; 

The Department of U rban Affairs. City of Winnipeg 
Sewer and Watermain Renewal Program is p rojecting 
expenditures of 2.5 mil lion for the c reatiof! of up to 5 1 5 
jobs; 

The Manitoba Housing and Renewal Corporation's 
activities include a program for accelerated repair of 
rural public housing with a budget of $1 m i l lion and 

· expecting to emp loy up to 600 people; the C ritical 
Home Repair Program, with a $3 mil lion budget, is 
a lready employing 1 ,000 contractors; the Homes in 
Manitoba Program, with a budget of 50 mil lion, is 
p rojected to e m ploy 2,000 people from the end of 
August, 1 982 to the end of 1 983; 

The Department of Energy and Mines Retrofit Pro­
gram wil l  e mploy in this fiscal year a p rojected 200 
people at a cost of $200,000; 

Tem porary job c reation in the mining sector wil l  
have resulted i n  employment for more than 550 peo­
p l e  in short term jobs through the co-operation of the 
Departments of Energy and Mines, Labour and Man­
power, and the Federal Canada E m p l oyment and 
I mmigration Commission. 

The Department of Government Services will spend 
approximately $3. 7 m i llion by accelerating m o re than 
70 projects involving public capital works projects this 
winter. This wil l employ several hundred people i n  the 
hard-hit construction industry. 

I am also pleased to mention that our i nitiatives i n  
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the area of youth and student employment th is  past 
summer assisted in the creation of over 6,800 jobs. 
S i m i lar  i n it iatives are being planned for next s u mmer. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M e m be r  for St. 
Norbert. 

MR. G. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker. with the depressing,  
appal l i ng,  d iscouragi n g  job situation, which was made 
p u b l i c  in Manitoba last Fr iday, the Opposition wel­
comes any announcement that w i l l  create jobs for 
some of the 52,000 u nemployed persons in Manitoba, 
part icu l arly at a time when the Man itoba rate has risen 
so much h igher  than the national rate and when 
Manitoba is l eading the i n c rease in u nemployment 
statistics across this country. We wonder at the 
necessity of i n c l u d i n g  in this M i n isterial Statement a 
s ummary of what t h i s  Government has been doing 
and has announced over the past  year o n  a n u m ber of  
occasions.  F u l ly th ree-quarters of th is  announcement 
has al ready been p reviously announced. What the 
M i n ister, I would have hoped would have said,  M r .  
Speaker, was t h a t  she was going to withdraw the pay­
rol l  tax so that tax, which is creat ing unemployment i n  
Manitoba and w h i c h  i s  redu c i n g  the wages o f  peopl e  
work i n g  i n  Manitoba, w o u l d  be withdrawn a n d  that 
woul d  create more addit ional e m p loyment opportuni­
t ies i n  Manitoba. 

I would have hoped, M r. Speaker, that the M i n ister 
woul d  have announced a change in att itude towards 
i nvestment and towards the p r ivate sector in Manit­
oba. Rather than a n n o u n c i ng M a n O i l  and a p u b l i c  l i fe 
insurance company, M r .  Speaker, some announce­
ments that wou l d  i n d i cate that M a n i toba was open for 
business. perhaps l i ke Saskatchewan is u nder a Pro­
g ressive Conservative Government, now private sec­
tor and pr ivate i nvestment wou l d  be welcomed i n  
Man itoba. W e  woul d  not have the need t o  c reate 
make-work projects, M r. Speaker. We would be creat­
ing permanent jobs in Manitoba. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Natural 
Resources. 

HON. A. MACKLING: M r. Speaker, by leave I am 
advised by the C lerk that a message was requ i red for 
B i l l  No. 12 and I so advise the House that Her Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor has been advised of the con­
tents of t h i s  b i l l  and recommends it to the H ouse. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach O ral Questions, may 
I d i rect the attention of honourable mem bers to the 
gal lery where we have 46 students of G rade I I  standing 
from the West K i ldonan Col legiate u nder the d i rection 
of Mr. B utler and M rs.  Bai ley. This school i s  l ocated i n  
t h e  constituency o f  the Honourable M in i ster o f  C ultu­
ral Affairs. 

There are 52 students of G rades 8 and 9 standing 
from R icher School u nder the d i rection of M r. DeGagne 
and M rs.  Bekeris.  T h i s  school is located i n  the consti­
tuency of the Honourable Membe r  for La Verendrye. 

I'd also l ike to note that Mr. Ed Whelan,  a former 
MLA and Cabinet M i n i ster from Saskatchewan, is also 
present this afternoon. 
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O n  behalf of a l l  of the m e mbers, I welcome you here 
this afternoon. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

Homes in Manitoba Program - housing starts 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Tuxedo. 

MR. G. FILMON: Thank you,  M r. Speaker. M y  q u es­
t ion is for the Honourable M i n ister responsib le  for 
Housing and I woul d  l i ke to beg i n  by wel co m i n g  h i m  
t o  h i s  new responsib i l i t ies on the Treasury Bench.  M y  
q uest ion,  S i r, i s  how many housing starts have 
occurred in Manitoba u nder f u n d i n g  by the h i g h ly 
p u b l ic ized Homes i n  Manitoba Program that was 
announced some three-and-a-half  months ago? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Housing. 

HON. J. STORIE: Thank you,  M r .  Speaker,  and I 
woul d  l i k e  to thank the M e m be r  for Tuxedo for h i s  
congratu l ations. To date, t h e  housing starts that have 
been approved u nder the H I M P  program in the i n d i­
v idual  homeowner component represents about 1 20 
u nits. We're p roject i n g  from that to the end of the year 
and we now have every assurance that there w i l l  be 
u pwards of 600 u n its b u i lt u nder the prog ram .  In fact, I 
received word th is  morning that one b u i l de r  alone has 
pre-sold 1 00 u n its u nder the program and expects to 
contribute 1 70 u n its to the p rogram by year's end.  

MR. G. FILMON: M r. Speaker, I k n ow that the M i n is­
ter cont i n u es to be opt i m i st ic because he cont i n u es to 
rean nounce t h i ngs that never material ize: but in view 
of the fact that i nterest rates have dropped d ramati­
cally d u r i n g  the past year, can the M i n i ster explai n 
why the housing starts i n  W i n nipeg have d ropped to 
only 402 for the f i rst n ine months of th is  year as com­
pared to 1 ,6 1 2  for the f i rst n in e  months of last year 
despite the Government's so-called magnificent efforts 
in housing? 

HON. J. STORIE: M r. Speaker, as everyone is aware, 
the housing starts have not only dropped in the pro­
vince, but have d ropped across Canada. The fact i s  
that i n  Man itoba i n  October t h e  h o u s i n g  starts have 
i n c reased 1 60 percent. We're at 200 for the month of 
October and t h at represents a s i g n i f icant i n c rease, 
1 60 percent. When you compare that to what's hap­
pening in some other provinces, we're doing q uite 
wel l .  

I n  addit ion,  although t h e  housing program was slow 
i n  gett ing going i n  some respects, the fact is that the 
housing starts wi l l  be there.  The fact is ,  i f  you talk to 
the Homebui lders Association who are doing the 
b u i l d i ng ,  that the u n its w i l l  be b u i l t .  The j o bs w i l l  be 
created in the housing i n dustry and, partic u larly,  the 
Homebui l d ers Association have said on many occa­
sions that t h i s  is a good program .  It's an i m a g inative 
p rogram and that has been said by everyone asso­
ciated with it .  

MR. G. FILMON: M r .  Speaker,  before the M i n ister has 
h i s  col leagues gather around him and serenade h i m  
with a rousi n g  chorus o f  "How G reat Thou Art," I t h i n k  
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that I ' d  l i k e  to k n ow how m u c h  m o n ey the Govern­
ment has committed for advert is ing and p u b l i city thus 
far for the celebrated H omes in Manitoba Program 
and, in part icu lar ,  what was the cost of the e i ght-page 
sup p lement in the November 20th issue of The Win­
n i peg Free Press cover ing a l l  the MHRC housing 
programs? 

HON. J. STORIE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I woul d  
l ike to say, M r. S peaker, that t h i s  program h a s  got 
u nder way with a m i n i m u m  of development costs and 
advert is ing costs. We expect that overa l l  the i m ple­
mentati o n  costs are going to represent about 1 .4, 1 .5 
percent of th is  program. I s h o u l d  say, specif ical ly with 
respect to the s u p plement. I would l i k e  and am proud 
to say that the cost to the p rovince on that supplement 
represented $2,500.00. I wi l l  tel l  you that it  cost that 
m u c h  because, l i ke in a l l  other aspects, this Govern­
ment has worked with the homeb u i l d ers to work 
together co-operatively to make s u re that this pro­
g ram i s  a success. 

Twenty-five h u n d red dol l a rs for an eight-page sup­
p lement as an i nsert is an i ncredi b l e  bargain and it was 
a lso somet h i ng that has been commented on very 
favo u rably by everyone who read it .  

MR. G. FILMON: M r. Speaker, I am s u re we woul d  a l l  
prefer housing starts t o  favourable comments. I n  view 
of the fact that there have been approx i m ately 1 20 
housing starts, accordi n g  to the M i n ister, or appl ica­
tions approved for 1 20 u nder the Government's h i g h ly 
p u b l icized Homes i n  Manitoba Program compared to 
the projection of 650 by Decem be r  3 1 st.  1 982, and i n  
view o f  t h e  fact that total s i n g l e  fam i l y  housing starts 
in Manitoba are down 75 percent for the f i rst n i ne 
months of t h i s  year compared to last year, w i l l  the 
M i n i ster now adm i t  that his Government's housing 
i n it iatives have been a total fai l u re and a waste of 
taxpayers' dol l a rs? 

HON. J. STORIE: Mr.  Speaker, no, I won't admit  that.  I 
t h i n k  that when the f inal  tal ly is i n  and we have seen a 
1 00 percent i n c rease i n  the housing starts over the 
t h ree months that the program has been operative, 
we' l l  be able to say that defin itively. 

MR. G. FILMON: M r. Speaker, I wonder if  the M i n ister 
can i nform the House and the cit izens of M a nitoba 
why the conversion of rental u n its to condomi n i u m s  i n  
W i n n i peg for the f i rst n ine months o f  1 982 has 
i n c reased 256 percent over the same period last year, 
from 1 , 236 to 3,  1 68. 

HON. J. STORIE: M r. Speaker, I could not g ive any 
def i n it ive reason for that. I would i n d i cate that there is 
a d i fference between condomi n i u m s  that have actu­
al ly  been converted and those that have been regis­
tered as condomi n iu ms. 

MR. G. FILMON: M r .  Speaker, we're tal k i n g  actual 
conversions, 256 more conversions.  That's what we 
are tal k i ng about and I am s u re the M in i ster i s  not 
aware of it .  Perhaps he doesn't t h i n k  it's i mportant, but 
I t h i n k  it  is s ign i ficant to the rental housing sector. 

I would l i k e  the M i n ister, M r. Speaker, to i n d i cate 
whether or not he can confirm that h i s  Rent Reg ula-
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t ion Review staff are many, many months behi n d  and 
are processing more than 1 0,000 rental u n it appeals 
wait i n g  for decisions with respect to protests u nder 
the rent control legislation. 

HON. J. STORIE: M r .  Speaker,  the Rent Regulation 
B urea u ,  as t h e  h o n o u ra b l e  member w i l l  be aware, has 
announced that they anticipate to be able to get 
through the backlog of appl ications for i ncrease as of 
the end of the year. The B ureau and the staff are 
work i n g  extremely hard to make s u re that happens 
and I 'm s u re that everyone u nderstands that the Rent 
Regulations Officers were not able to begi n  their task 
actual ly  u n t i l  October 1 st and to date have processed 
approximately through 3,000 u n its and are work i n g  
q u ite effectively. I anticipate t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  be d o n e  b y  
then. 

MR. G. FILMON: As usual ,  M r .  Speaker, there has 
been very l ittle p l a n n i n g  going i nto the Government's 
p rograms, so nobody is on staff to anticipate the 
needs. 

· 

M r .  Speaker, I am going to ask the M i n ister t h i s  
q u estion because h i s  R e n t  R e g u l a t i o n  Review Office 
has been unable  to c l arify the problem on behalf of 
tenants at the Courts of St. James where, the M i n ister 
w i l l  k n ow of course, after many, many m o nths of 
review a decision was f ina l ly  rendered approximately 
t h ree months ago to - ( I nterject ion)- Yes, for the 
M i ni ster of Natural  Resou rces, there is i n d eed a 
q uestion.  

M r .  Speaker, I want to be s u re that the M i n ister 
u nderstands the p roblem, so I ' l l  go over it  carefu l ly. 
The decision was rendered for an 1 1 .3 percent i n c rease 
on that comp l ex of some 657 suites. Because of an 
appeal by a few tenants in that part icular  complex, 
that decision has now been placed in l i m bo .  Tenants 
at that comp l ex are i n terested to know whether or not 
they ought to be paying at the present time the rent 
that was asked for by the landl ord,  the 1 1 .3 percent 
that was arrived at by the Rent Regulation Review 
Panel ,  or the 9 percent that i s  cal led for u nder the Act. 
The tenants have asked and they have not been able to 
get an answer from the Rent Regul at ion Review 
B u reau. I wonder what the M i n ister has to say. 

HON. J. STORIE: M r. Speaker, I woul d  hesitate to 
g ive a defin it i ve answer on that. My ass u m ption is that 
they woul d  pay the 9 percent, but I w i l l  check and get 
an answer for the honourable m e m ber. 

Beef Income Assurance Program 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M e m be r  for Arthu r. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: M r .  Speaker, I have a q uestion for 
the M i n ister of Agr iculture.  Could the M i n ister of 
Agricultu re confirm that he has written off some 
$400,000 u n d e r  the old Beef I ncome Assurance 
Program? 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i st e r  o f  
Agriculture. 

HON. B. URUSKI: M r. Speaker, I can confirm that we 
are n o  longer p u rs u i ng the col lection of, from approx-
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i mately 1 22 producers. monies that were p urportedly 
owed as calcu lated by the former a d m i n istration after 
they pol it ical ly t i n kered with the Beef I ncome Assu­
rance Plan.  

MR. J. DOWNEY: M r .  Speaker, if  I u nderstood the 
M i n i ster correctly, he said there were some 1 20 some 
producers who are not bein g  asked to repay the funds. 
Under what authority ,  M r. Speaker, i s  the M i n i ster 
act ing? U nder what legal doc u mentation does he 
have to back u p  that  decis ion that  was taken by he and 
h is  Cabinet? 

HON. B. URUSKI: M r. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member for A rt h u r  shou l d  k now that these producers 
who have resisted in making the payments were also 
u nder legal advice. Mr. Speaker, there is an o p i n io n  as 
wel l  that if those cases went to court that there may be 
the l i kel i hood that we woul d  have to recompense the 
$2 m i l l i o n  that were col lected u p  unt i l  now. 

MR. J. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, if  I u nderstand the 
M i n ister correctly, he's saying that there were some $2 
m i l l i on col lected or  approximately.  How many p ro­
d u cers woul d  there be that had honoured the con­
tracts that were written dur ing his prior term or  h i s  
col league's p r i o r  t e r m  i n  office? H o w  ma•cy producers 
have paid back that $2 m i l l ion? 

HON. B. URUSKI: M r .  Speaker, there were so many 
changes made to that program by the former adm i n is­
trat ion,  M r .  Speaker, the honourable membe r  should 
know that there were approxi mately 6,000 producers 
who j o i ned the plan o r i g i n a l l y  in 1 975. I n  1 980 there 
were further changes made to producers tel l i ng them 
that i f  they opted out of the plan, they would be for­
given some addit ional payments that they might  or 
might  not have owed. That reduced the n u m be r  of 
produ cers in the prog ram to 200. In the interveni n g  
m o n t h s ,  between 1 98 1 -82, s o m e  p ro d u cers went 
bankrupt: there were other problems with the pro­
gram leaving a net balance of 1 22 on the program. 

The precise amount of how many producers l i ved 
up to the terms, Mr. Speaker, only the Honourable 
Membe r  for Arthur can answer that ,  because no 
mathematician can answer that kind of a q uestion 
with all the hocus-pokery that went on with that pro­
g ram whi le  they were in Government. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Arthu r .  

MR. J.  DOWNEY: M r .  Speaker, the M in i ster is say i n g  
that only I c a n  answer that q uestio n .  Is  t h e  M i n i ster 
then prepared to provide all the names of those con­
tract holders who, at the d i fferent stages, paid the 
funds back to the province and in fact l ived up to the ir  
comm i tment? I wou l d  speculate, M r .  Speaker, if  he 
wants me to answer the q uesti on, seein g  as he has 
asked it  of me, poss ib ly  there wou l d  be several 
h u n d reds of peopl e  that l ived up to their  com m itment. 

M r. Speaker, wil l  the M i n ister of Agriculture be pre­
pared to provide the names of those people who are 
not now going to be forced to pay the money back to 
the prov i n ce? W i l l  he provide the names to the people 
of Manitoba and to this Assem bly? 
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HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Speaker, when that Order is 
tabled by the M i n ister of F inance,  those n ames w i l l  be 
made publ ic .  

MR. J.  DOWNEY: M r .  Speaker, The M i n ister of  
F inance, as he i s  wel l  aware, i s  somewhat relu ctant to 
table  any i n formation so that  we are able to capably 
debate in an objective way the affai rs of the Province 
of Man itoba and g ive them some d i rect ion which is 
necessary. 

M r. Speaker, can the M i n i ster of Agricultu re assure 
us that document w i l l  be tabled with i n  the next 24 
hours in this Assembly? 

HON. B. URUSKI: Mr. Speaker, no,  I cann ot assure 
h i m  of that. The fact of the matter i s  the i nstrument i s  a 
f inancial  i nstrument that is to be b rought  in .  I f  the 
honourable m e m be r  doesn't rea l ize what the instru­
ment is ,  it's a f inancial  i nstrument. I t  has to be passed 
by the M i n ister of F inance. When that is done, all the 
names attached to i t  wi l l  be made pu bl ic .  

Headingley Jail - study re conditions 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, my q ues­
t ion is to the Honourable M i n ister of Corrections. I 
wonder if he can confirm, M r. Speaker, that he has 
esta b l ished a secret Comm ission of I nq u i ry i nto con­
d it ions at Head i ng l ey J a i l .  

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  Honourable M i n ister of Com­
m un ity Services. 

HON. L. EVANS: M r. Speaker, I welcome the q uestion 
from the honourable member who I k n ow has a g reat 
i nterest in the correctional system in Manitoba. I can 
advise h i m  that we're in the process of establ ish ing - I 
wou l dn't cal l  it a task force or a broad i nvestigation or  
anyt h i ng l ike that  - a study. When we have completed 
the detai ls ,  the parameters, etc. ,  the honourable 
member woul d  be advised of that i nformation.  

MR. l. SHERMAN: Thank you, M r .  Speaker. I thank 
the M in i ster for h i s  informati o n .  Can he confirm that 
this secret Comm ission of I nq u i ry into Head i n g ley 
Jail is a l ready in p lace and under way u n der the 
c h a i rman s h i p  of Professor Len Kaminsk i  of the 
Department of Social  Work of the U n i versity of 
W i n n i peg? 

HON. L. EVANS: M r .  Speaker, we are hoping that we 
w i l l  get certain i n d iv iduals who w i l l  h e l p  us o n  th is  
study but we have not off ic ia l ly  and forma l l y  estab­
l ished the study yet. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: Can the M i n ister confirm that he 
establ ished th is  i n q u i ry as a result  of correspondence 
that he has had with me during the past t h ree months 
ar is ing out of a very serious escape attem pt at Head­
i n g ley J a i l  last August i nvolv i n g  two very dangerous 
offenders, one Neil Baptiste and one Roy Hoffman, 
and the i ncredi b l e  and chaotic c i rcumstances that 
came to l ight surrounding that escape attempt? 



HON. L. EVANS: M r. Speaker, I cannot confirm that 
but I can advise the honoura b l e  mem ber that I spent a 
g reat deal of t h i s  s u mmer v is i t ing a l l  of o u r  correc­
tional i nstitutions i n c l u d i ng Head i n gley, i n c l u d i n g  the 
Remand Centre at W i n n i peg a n d  that I 've had a great 
deal of conversation with staff, senior and m id d l e  
management a n d  rank a n d  f i le  staff. I ' v e  h a d  many 
many h o u rs and days of discussions with various 
peopl e  in the correctional system and it  has brought 
us to the conclus ion that we s h o u l d  have a compre­
hensive study. 

I a p p reciate gett i n g  a letter from the h on o u rable 
membe r  but I m ust admit ,  M r .  Speaker, that was not 
the reason that p rompted us to d o  anyth ing i n  the way 
of a study. 

MR. L. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, one final supplemen­
tary on th is  subject for today, Sir .  I s  the M i n i ster deny­
ing that Professor Len K a m i n s k i  has been ordered to 
report to h i m  on the situation at Head i ng l ey J a i l ,  
i nterna l ,  related t o  secu rity, safety and a d m i n i strat ion 
"as quickly as poss ib le?" 

HON. l. EVANS: M r. Speaker, the i n d ividual  the 
honou rable membe r  refers to i s  a c it izen of Manitoba 
and I am in no posit ion,  as i ndeed nor woul d  he be i f  he 
were in my posit ion,  to order an i n d iv idual  citizen i n  
Manitoba t o  do this ,  that or  anyth i n g .  S o  I ' m  not order­
i n g  any i n d iv idual ,  but as I said earl ier ,  M r .  Speaker, 
we have had d i scussions with an i nd iv idual to engage 
in a study and that h as not been f ina l ized o r  formal­
ized. When it  has, I ' l l  be very p l eased to g ive the deta i l s  
t o  t h e  honourable member. 

McKenzie Seeds - hirings 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for La 
Vere n d rye. 

MR. R. BANMAN: Thank you, M r. Speaker. I d i rect my 
q uestion to the M i n ister in charge of McKenzie Seeds 
and would ask h i m ,  in l ight of the M i n i ster's i nterfer­
ence in h i r i n g  practice at the B randon Work Activities 
Project and now appears to have had some i nf luence 
with regard to the staff i n g  at the Westman Media Co­
operative, I wonder if the M i n ister coul d  i n form the 
House as to what p ressu res or  contact he has had with 
the McKenzie Seed Board to h i re a friend of h is ,  M ick 
B urke, who resigned at the Brandon Work Activity 
Centre.  What pressure or  contact has he had with the 
McKenzie Board to h i re him at that establ ishment? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Com­
m u n ity Services. 

HON. L. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, I ' m  not s u re whether I 
fol low the q uest ion.  The q u estion was very confused 
and I ' m  not s u re what the honourable gentleman is 
referr ing to. 

I have p rided myself over the years, M r. S peaker, 
when I 've had association with that company that the 
board and management of that company runs the 
company in the best i n terests of the company, that 
they are respons i b l e  for h i ri n g  a n d  fir ing and it's not 
the respo n s i b i l ity of the M i n ister. That's the way i t  has 
been and that's the way it  i s  today and any i n n uendo 
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or a l legations made by my honourable fr iend are 
total ly  out of order.  They're i nnuendo and noth i n g  
more t h a n  a smear tacti c ,  noth i n g  more t h a n  smear 
tactics. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p l ease, order please. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

MR. SPEAKER: On the proposed motion of the 
Honou rable M e m be r  for Riel for an Address to Her 
Honour the L ieutenant-Governor in answer to her 
S peech at the openi n g  of this Sess i o n ,  sta n d i n g  in the 
name of the Honourable Leader of the O p position. 

HON. S. LYON: Thank you,  Mr .  Speaker. I rise to take 
part, S i r, in what I have counted as being, I t h i n k ,  the 
1 9th Throne Speech Debate that I 've had the p l easure 
of part i c ipating in this House - 19 or  20 - because 
sometimes there have been two T h rone Speeches in a 
year. I enjoy the honour and the priv i lege, Sir ,  of being 
able to participate i n  t h i s  Throne Speech Debate i n  
1 982, l eading u s  into the Session o f  1 983. 

I, f i rst of a l l ,  S ir ,  wish to congratulate you on the 
evident f u l l  restoration of your good health after the 
p roblems which you suffered from last year and a l l  of  
the House rejoice, S i r, i n  seeing you restored to f u l l  
health. Although it  m a y  not always appear t o  be the 
case, we on th is  s ide of the House are m indful  of the 
d ifficu lt  posit ion to which you have been e lected by 
the m e mbers of the Chamber and w h i l e  from time to 
t i m e  the job of the O p posit ion i s  to make the job of the 
Government d ifficu l t, we are never openl y  trying to 
make your job d i ff icult  even though that may some­
t i m es escape your attention, S i r. 

We wou l d  hope - and th is  is not by way of g ratuitous 
advice, but rather by way of a continuation of t h e  r ich 
tradit ion of our parl iamentary system ,  that when d i ffi­
c u lt d ecis ions m ust be made by you, as they i n d eed 
m ust from t i m e  to t ime,  that  you wou l d  tend to err ,  as I 
t h i n k  your instinct would lead you to, on the s ide of 
freedom of debate because Par l iament ,  as many oth­
ers Speakers have put it, is a place in which the elected 

· representatives of the people talk; and when decisions 
are made by the Chair  with respect to the d i fferent 
proce d u ra l  arguments that arise from t i m e  to t i me, it  
seems to me over the years as I have observed this 
debate and other debates i n  th is  House that a Speaker 
from whatever side of the House who errs o n  the s ide 
of freedom of debate i s  being consistent with  that r ich 
parl iamentary t radit ion of which we are a l l  so proud.  

S i r, I wish to cong ratu l ate as wel l  the new appoint­
ments of Deputy Speaker and Chai rmen of C o m m it­
tees. We wish them well as they u n d ertake the ir  subsi­
d iary respon s i b i l it ies u nder you r  g u idance i n  the 
House, and we look forward to work i n g  with them 
during the continuation of the Session in 1 983. 

We cong ratulate as wel l  the new M i n isters a p pointed 
s i nce last we met. The n u m bers are somewhat stag­
gering for a Government that said i t  was going to 
operate with a m u c h  s m a l l e r  C a b inet. but we o n  a 
personal  basis wish them good health,  satisfaction i n  
the ir  jobs and a cont i n u ation o f  service t o  the p u b l i c  
i nterest, which i s  why we a r e  a l l  h e re. Serv ice t o  t h e  
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narrow partisan interest which seems to motivate 
some of my honourable friends opposite is not good 
enough.  Service to all of the people of M a nitoba, ser­
vice to the p u b l i c  i nterest is why we are here. No 
part icular  creed or narrow partisan p h i losophy such 
as that espoused by my honourable fr iends opposite 
is sufficient in itse lf  to j ustify the or igination and i n itia­
tion of p u b l i c  pol icy .  What serves the p u b l i c  i nterest is 
what should i n it iate the publ ic pol icy i n  t h i s  province. 

Mr. Speaker, I was somewhat concerned when I 
read i n  the Throne Speech the mention that two new 
departments of Government wou l d  be formed d u ri n g  
t h e  course o f  t h i s  Legislative Session.  I hope that 
doesn't mean that there w i l l  be two new M i n isters i n  
th is  already overburdened Government: that is over­
bu rdened i n  terms of executive n u mbers. Two new 
M i n isters are not needed at the present t ime. 

We al l  k n ow,  Sir ,  that whi le  sometimes an i n c rease 
in q u antity i m p roves q u a l ity, I m ust say, and any fai r  
observer m ust say, that looking a t  the resources 
across the way one wou l d  f i n d  it  d i ffi c u lt to t h i n k  that 
any i ncrease in the q uantitative size of the Cabinet 
across the way wou l d  add m uch in terms of q ual ity, 
g iven the fact that most of the - what was it  that was 
referred to by some of the newspapers crit ics at the 
time my honourable fr iends were elected? That g reat 
reservoi r  of talent - as we look across the way now, M r .  
Speaker. a t  these extinct volcanoes, a t  these d ry wel l s ,  
w e  wonder where that g reat reservo i r  of talent is that 
at one stage so benum bed some of the newspaper 
commentators as they looked at the stable - if  I may 
use that term not in a way meant to demean - when 
they looked at the stable that was b rought to th is  
arena by the F i rst M i n ister. - ( I nterject ion)- I have 
noth ing against horses, Mr. Speaker, or  stables. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish as wel l ,  not only in the tradi­
t ional  sense but si ncerely, to congratu late the Mover 
and the Seconder. The honour that was done to them 
by the F i rst M i n i ster in select ing them to move and to 
second the Speech is a l ong treasured one in o u r  
system and I m ust say that thei r partisan approach 
aside, they acqu itted their  jobs reasonably wel l - the 
Member for Riel ,  the M e m be r  for Thompson. I felt 
rather sorry for them, S i r, because they were asked to 
make the best of what we al l  have come to u nderstand 
was a very poor Speech .  Someone was heard to say 
that it  was a Speech that was characterized more by 
the presence of wind and rabbit  tracks and that is a 
statement, S i r ,  to which I fu l ly  s u bscribe. S i r ,  it had 
about as much sustenance to it for the u nemployed, 
for those who are faci n g  econom i c  d u ress in th is  pro­
vince ,  it  had about as m uch sustenance to it  as that 
thin D ickensian g ruel that we have come to expect 
from the socia l ist mem bers opposite when they d is­
pense - as I mentioned to the F i rst M i n ister the other 
day - that equal ity of m i sery for which they ideologi­
cal ly exist. 

M r. Speaker, in r is ing to part ic ipate in the Throne 
Speech ,  I rem i n d  you , S i r ,  and I rem i n d  the people of 
Manitoba that we o n  th is  s ide of the House offer to 
forgo a good ly port ion of this debate in order that the 
Government of Manitoba m ight  have the opportu n ity 
to remedy some of its defic iencies over the past year 
and m i g ht try to br ing some order out of the chaos 
which they are apparently adm i n ister ing u nder the 
gu ise of government in th is  province and to bring 1n a 
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new B udget Speech at th is  t ime relative to the expen­
d it u res for this year, 1 982 and 1 983, u p  to March 31 st 
of 1 983, because it is apparent to any fair observer that 
t h i s  Government has in many respects lost control 
over the p u b l i c  p urse in t h i s  provi nce and i s  real ly 
u nable, without the h e l p  of the Opposit ion,  to g ive to 
the people of Manitoba that k i n d  of prudent manage­
ment of the ir  p u b l i c  affai rs,  w h i c h  the people of 
Manitoba thought they were going to be gett i n g  last 
November 1 7th when they gave them the honour, 
albeit temporar i ly ,  to act as trustee for their  p u b l ic 
affairs i n  t h i s  provi nce. So I suggest, M r .  Speaker, that 
offer sti l l  stands. 

If this Government can get its act together long 
enough to b r i n g  in a new B udget w i t h i n  the next week 
or  two, we w i l l  forgo days of the T h rone Speech 
Debate in order to permi t  the Government to bring it  
i n .  

What is t h e  purpose o f  t h e  n e w  B udget? Wel l ,  t h e  
pu rpose was stated very concisely and c l early by m y  
col league, t h e  O p posit ion House Leader, o u r  F inance 
crit ic,  the Member for Turt le  Mountain ,  when he said 
on the 1 8th of November,  "The new B udget should 
repea l ,  f i rst of a l l ,  the 1 .5 percent payrol l  tax i n t ro­
d uced in May of 1 982." That's No. 1 ,  and I t h i n k  most i n  
th is  House - except a few o n  that s ide o f  t h e  House 
who privately are supportive of that but p u b l ic ly have 
to tow the l ine - most people in Manitoba wou l d  cer­
tainly support that. 

No. 2: Provide the p u b l i c ,  the c it izens of Man itoba, 
w ith  a detai led u pdatin g  of the provi n ce's reven u e  
projections and borrowi n g  req u i rements. N o w ,  M r. 
Speaker, the F i nance crit ic on Fr iday brought to the 
attention of the House the fact that the Secon d  Quar­
terly Report w h i c h  tradit ional ly  is i n  the hands of a l l  
members o f  t h e  Legis lature, and i n  t h e  hands o f  the 
people of Manitoba more i mportantly, wel l  in advance 
of this date has so far not been produced by the 
Government opposite for reasons that I 'm going to go 
i nto I suggest a l itt le b i t  later o n ,  reasons of m a n i p ula­
tion of the debate i n  th is  House. 

So we n eed a B u dget statement in order that they 
can g ive us not only the Quarterly Statement,  but that 
they can tel l  us  how they are p lan n i ng to handle the 
balance of the expenditures and revenue situation for 
th is  fiscal year. 

No. 3: They shou l d  be prov i d i n g  the p u b l i c  with a 
detai led account ing of savings ach ieved through their  
m uch p u b l ic ized Repriorization Program .  We didn't  
hear  anyt h i ng i n  the T h rone Speech about reprioriza­
t ion.  We d i d n 't hear about how t h i s  Government is 
respond i ng to its fundamental mandate w h ich is to 
p rudently attend to the fiscal affairs of the provi nce, 
not a word - worse than that, M r .  Speaker, a fai l u re to 
br ing i n  the Quarterly Report.  Now we k now what my 
honourable friends opposite th ink about accou ntabi l­
ity: they don't l i ke i t .  M r .  Speaker, whether they l ike it  
or not, we're going to make good legislators out of 
them, and they're going to l ike it .  If we have to rub their  
noses, so to speak,  i n  Quarterly Reports, that's what 
we' l l  do. 

I tel l you t h i s, M r .  Speaker, that i f  my honourable 
fr iends don't c lean u p  their  act,  their  m a n i p u lative act, 
with respect to the t i m i n g  of i nformation that shou l d  
be i n  t h e  h a n d s  of the p u b l ic ,  t h e n  w e ,  S i r ,  i ntend t o  
introduce resol utions and/or statutory amendments 



into t h i s  House w h i c h  w i l l  cause th is  Government to 
say to the people of Manitoba, yes, we bel ieve i n  
accou ntabi l ity o r  n o ,  w e  w i l l  vote against measures 
that are meant to put a t i m e  l i mit  on when we m u st fess 
u p ,  when we m u st account to the people of Manitoba. 
M r. Speaker, they're g reat people for tal k i n g  about 
freedom of i nformation. 

In the T h rone Speech we heard the other day, th is  
beleaguered bunch of ext i n ct volcanoes across the 
way talked about a Freedom of I n formation Act.  They 
were g o i n g  to be in the forefront of g i v i n g  i nformation 
to the people of Manitoba. Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, we're 
beg i n n ing to f i n d  that the o n l y  i n format ion they want 
to g ive to the peop l e  of Manitoba is very selective 
i nformation, their own propaganda and th ings of that 
sort. B ut when the accounts of the people of M a nitoba 
to w h i c h  they are entitled by precedent and practice 
that we i n it iated in this Legislature, when those are 
brought before their executive g roup,  thei r Cabinet 
g ro u p ,  the C a b inet g ro u p  start to p lay games and say, 
"Aren't we cute. We' re going to deny the Leader of the 
Opposit ion the r i g ht to h i t  us over the head with that 
Second Q uarterly Report. We' l l  j ust keep that Quar­
terly Report for a day or two more." 

Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, the people of M a nitoba can see 
through that k i nd of cheap ruse, and that's what it is.  
It's a cheap ruse. I would t h i n k ,  Mr. Speaker, that a 
Government of Manitoba that professes as t h i s  one 
does i n  al l  of its party l iterature, which by i m p l ication I 
detect they may now want the p u b l i c  of M a n i toba to 
pay for - a n d  we' l l  get to that a later b i t  later o n  - I 
suspect that th i s  Government which wants to talk 
about Freedom of I nformation and which wants to talk 
about a l l  of the t h ings that it  would l i ke to see done i n  
t h e  i nterests o f  c i v i l  l i be rty i n  M an itoba i s  rea l l y  act ing 
as a h y pocrit ical b u n c h ,  because when they are faced 
with the o b l i gation of presenting i n formation to the 
peop l e  of Manitba they refuse to g ive that i nformation 
to th is  House. 

M r. Speaker, the other reason we wanted a B udget 
was to p resent the Government's economic strategy 
for both the i mm e d iate future and the l ong term. I 
suggest to you,  S i r ,  there was not a tittle of i n forma­
tion in the T h rone Speech at all that would g ive any 
farmer, that wou l d  g ive any m i ne worker - and there 
aren't too many m i ne workers i n  Manitoba who are 
work i n g  nowadays, Mr. Speaker - that wou l d  g ive any 
labou r i n g  person in Manitoba, that wou l d  g ive any 
small  bus inessman, that woul d  g ive any person at a l l  
who i s  try i ng t o  m a k e  a l iving i n  t h i s  province,  give 
them some idea as to the k i n d  of leaders h i p  that this 
Government i s  p repared to offer. The T h rone Speech 
was bereft of that k i n d  of leaders h i p  at a l l .  Total ly  
bereft of it ,  M r .  Speaker, because for the very s i mple 
reason that none of that kind of i n it iative, none of that 
k i nd of d r i ve,  none of that k i n d  of abi l ity to put 
together mean ingful  p rograms i n  consultat ion with 
the p rivate sector exists among the honourable 
members opposite. 

P ropel led as they are by that doctr ine of envy which 
seems to f ire u p  the ir  sp i rits every m o rn i n g  a n d  which 
seems to at the same t ime decrease at 2 o'clock every 
afternoon to the point when the House adjourns, they 
look l i ke a bunch of totter ing old men when they leave 
the House. Propel led by that when they get up in the 
morn i n g ,  and then at the end of the day after they have 
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been faced with havi ng to answer truthf u l l y  about 
the ir  mandate, about the manner in which they are 
h usbanding the affai rs of the province, then we see, 
M r. Speaker, the k i n d  of material out of w h i c h  these 
people are made. They have no leaders h i p; the only 
a i m  they have is to grasp for  power. They have n o  p l a n  
f o r  the p e o p l e  of M a n itoba. T h e y  haven't one mean­
i ngfu l project in the Throne Speech that w i l l  create 
one l ong-term meaningfu l  job for the people of 
Manitoba. 

Last year they were able i n it ial ly to perpetuate the 
myst i c  idea, w h i c h  by that time had becom e  a mystic 
idea, that they were st i l l  work ing on the three major 
development projects for Man itoba; namely,  the 
Western Power G r i d ,  the Potash M i ne, the A l can 
Smelter, and yes, M r .  Speaker, the m u lt i m i l l io n  d o l l a r  
a d d i t i o n  to the Manfor complex a t  The Pas. W h e n  they 
mentioned i t  last year, i t  was only half-heartedly 
because they k new by that t ime,  although they d i dn't 
they weren't forthr ight enough to tel l the House - they 
k new at that t ime that they had frittered them. al l  away, 
and in this Speech, M r. Speaker, no mention of them 
at a l l  because they're gone. They're gone, M r. Speaker, 
gone from the hope that Manitobans m ight  have had 
for some k i n d  of economi c  leaders h i p  and some k i n d  
o f  abi l ity t o  carry through on reasonable negotiations. 

Here, Mr. Speaker, in the H o u se today s i ts the d is­
credited M in i ster of M ines and E nergy, sti l l  somehow 
o r  other a l l owed to hold that post to the absolute 
d isgust of the peopl e  of Manitoba, and h is equal ly  
d iscredited Deputy M i n iste r - that  i t inerant gypsy who 
came in  here from Ed B roadbent's office, a n d  back to 
Ed B roadbent's office he should be d i s patched where 
he can d o  less harm. That's why, Mr. Speaker, we are 
sitting with a Government of i ncompetent people,  
when the most i ncompetent is sti l l  a l l owed to s i t  i n  the 
Cabinet. He should be consigned to the back bench 
somewhere and let some of the others, some of th is  
addit ional  reservoi r  of talent move forward so that 
they cou l d  carry o n  negotiat ions in an u pr ight manner 
o n  behalf  of the people of Manitoba and not ,  M r .  
Speaker, t h ro u g h  their  funny ideas a b o u t  advert is ing 
by A l  can and so o n ,  d rive private enterprise out of  the 
province that wou l d  have created thousands of jobs 
for o u r  people.  

M r .  Speaker,  I rise to speak then,  ful l  of the k n owl­
edge that we are p repared to forego the balance of 
some debate on th is  Throne Speech i n  order to permit 
my honourable fr iends opposite to br ing i n  someth ing 
meaningfu l  in  terms of  a new B u dget: but on Fr iday 
last the F irst M i n ister said no, we're not going to do 
that at a l l .  We're not going to d o  that at al l .  The m a i n  
considerat ion,  M r. Speaker, o f  a l l  o f  us i n  th is  House at 
the present t i me, I suggest, should be the 24,000 more 
people unemployed in th is  prov i n ce from the time that 
these incompetent people first took office. That should 
be the main consideration of t h i s  House today; not the 
k ind of frittery nonsense that we heard i n  the Throne 
Speech about federal-provincia l  tax dol lars for make­
work, part-time, half-baked jobs. Nobody i s  sayi n g  
that a band-aid i s n ' t  of some help ,  M r .  Speaker, from 
time to time, but when you're hemorrhaging to death a 
band-aid is not what you're looki n g  for. You're looki n g  
f o r  proper attention,  proper leaders h i p  by the Gov­
ernment to provide that k i n d  of a tourn i quet to provide 
a t u rnaro u n d  i n  the economy that my honourable 
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fr iends professed to be able to do only about a year 
ago. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I suggest that as we engage in th is  
Debate, the m a i n  consideration of a l l  of us shou l d  be 
what can we do to help create mean i n g f u l ,  new long­
term p rivate sector jobs i n  th is  provi nce? What k i n d  of 
assurance, what k i n d  of confidence can we g ive to the 
business com munity here - smal l ,  med i u m  a n d  l a rge ­
to the farming comm u nity, to the service comm u nity 
and so on, to ensure that those jobs w i l l  be created, 
that there w i l l  be a restoration of confidence rather 
than the d i thering that we have seen from across the 
way - the handhold i n g ,  the concerned looks and al l  of 
the talk about activist Government which is so m u c h  
froth. 

M r. Speaker. the people of Manitoba can't exist 
m u c h  longer on social ist froth and that's what they've 
been gett i ng d u r i n g  the past period of t i m e  from the 
F i rst M i n ister, from a l l  that other odd col lect ion of 
people that he has in h i s  Cabi net, j ust froth - froth and 
excuses and a fa i l u re to perform - an inab i l ity to per­
form, M r. Speaker, w h i c h  i s  even worse, and we're 
going to be gett ing i nto that. We're going to be gett ing 
i nto that, M r. Speaker. 

The N O P ,  Mr. Speaker, d i d  talk in their  Throne 
Speech about what? They talked about that confer­
ence that they had at Portage l a  Prair ie 10 which they 
i n vited q uite a broad selection of the labour leader­
s h i p  in Man itoba, their  only constituency, and to 
which they i nvited good representation from the 
Cham bers of Com merce and so on.  and from which 
they excluded, M r. Speaker, the people who were 
elected to represent 44 percent of the p u b l ic of Mani­
toba; namely, the members of Her Majesty's Loyal 
O p p o s i t i o n ,  not one i n v i t a t i o n  extended to t h e  
Members of the O p position t o  b e  present a t  their  so­
cal led s u m m it. 

M r. Speaker, I'm not tryi ng to suggest that i f  we'd 
been there it  would have been a two-headed s u m m it .  
I 'm suggest i n g  that if  we had been there,  at least there 
wou l d  have been one head work i n g  on the problems 
of the peopl e  of Man itoba i nstead of the rather half­
baked nostrums that we heard issu i n g  forth from the 
F i rst M i n ister, who feels that when he strikes a posture 
of concern that he is thereby doing someth ing mean­
i ngful for the peo p le of Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, the unemployed can't eat a "posture of 
concern . "  The u n e mployed are look i n g  for real jobs i n  
Manitoba. When the Man itoba Chambers o f  Com­
merce, Mr. Speaker, as I k now they did at a recent 
meet ing that they had with the Government of Manit­
oba, tel l  the Government of Manitoba that their  tax 
pol icy i n  th is  province is crazy, that thei r tax pol icy 
with respect to the e m ployment tax or  the payro l l  tax 
-whatever name you wish to apply to th is  rather i nvi­
dious p iece of ch icanery that they made part of the 
taxation reg i me of the Provi nce of Manitoba - how 
carefu l ly  and how concerned do my honourable 
fr iends opposite l isten to what the Manitoba C ham bers 
of Commerce say to them? 

Mr.  S peaker, let me for the sake of em phasis  read to 
my honourable fr iends opposite just what the Mani­
toba of Cham ber of Commerce said to them j u st a few 
weeks ago when they. rep resent ing smal l  business i n  
Man itoba. med i u m  b u s iness, l a rge business, a l l  o f  the 
t h i ngs that my honourable fr iends across the way 
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pretend to l ike - although secretly they real l y  don't l ike 
b u s iness at al l  u n less they run it  - what did they say, 
what was the response, I wou l d  l ike to k now, of the 
M i n ister of F inance when the presentation to the Pre­
m ier of Manitoba and Cabinet representatives o n  
behalf of t h e  Manitoba Chamber of Commerce o n  the 
1 .5 percent Health and Education payro l l  tax was 
brought i n ?  I 'm not going to read the whole document 
that was presented because we received it  the other 
eveni n g  and I m u st say it  was wel l  thought out,  it  was a 
good cr it ique of how this  tax is a d isaster, a d i saster 
for employment in Manitoba at the present t ime. 

M r. Speaker, o n  Page 6 of the f i rst submission,  
because there were two subm issions by the M a n itoba 
C ham ber, here is what they said to this Government 
across the way - t h i s  pseudo-Government across the 
way: "The 1 .5 percent payro l l  tax cou l d  not have been 
i ntroduced at a worse t i m e  for business in general. For 
labour-intensive businesses the i m position of this tax 
at this point  in time is a devastat i n g  b l ow.  Overa l l  
economic activity a s  reflected i n  g ross national  pro­
d uct f igures, both federally and p rovi ncial ly ,  are static 
or d i m i n is h i ng, leavi n g  many businesses in a fight for 
surviva l .  The majority of businesses, part icu larly those 
tied to the agricultural  economy i n  Manitoba, have 
nowhere to turn to earn the extra i ncome which w i l l  be 
requ i red to pay this tax." And on and on it  goes, Mr. 
Speaker, d riv ing in sp i kes of common sense to the 
froth of NOP c h i canery when they introduced t h i s  
i l l-conceived tax b u t ,  o h ,  they t h o u g h t  they were s o  
smart when they brought it  i n  last year. I t  was only ,  
you k now, M r .  Speaker,  i n  the last week or  two that 
they landed onto this to f inance their  overbu rdened 
expend i t u res that they knew they were going to i n f l ict 
on the people of Manitoba. They thought they were so 
clever when they b rought it  i n .  Wasn't t h i s  going to be 
smart? They were going to get back some of the 
money that Ottawa was not going to g ive them. Wer­
en't they clever? 

M r. Speaker, they weren't too clever by half; they're 
j ust not half  clever enough.  That's their  problem. They 
are not half  c lever enough,  Mr. Speaker, to u n der­
stand some of the basics of this federal democracy i n  
which w e  l i ve,  namely,  that you don't p lay games with 
the federal authority ,  notwithstanding the fact that 
they profess to be a government that bel ieves in what? 
In co-operative fede ral ism. Mr. Speaker, before the ir  

term of office expi res or  they're k i cked out of office, 
which w i l l  be with i n  three years, they are going to have 
to work with the Federal Government of a d i fferent 
pol it ical stripe other than the L iberal-Social ist one 
that we have in Ottawa right now. We are going to 
soon f i n d  out,  M r .  Speaker, whether their  idea of co­
operative federa l i s m ,  toadying up to M r .  Trudeau and 
the l i kes of that ,  rea l l y  wi l l  extend to M r. C lark a n d  the 
Conservative Government that is going to take office. 
We are going to f i n d  out, Mr. Speaker, j ust how well a l l  
of th is  posturing and a l l  of th is  profession of co­
operative federa l i s m ,  how deep it  real l y  goes with my 
honourable friends opposite. 

Mr. Speaker, what d i d  the Manitoba Chambers of 
Commerce continue to say to this i l l -advised Gov­
ernment when they gave them thei r brief on the 1 .5 
percent payrol l  tax a few weeks ago? On Page 8 of the 
f i rst subm ission,  " In s u mmary, the Prov i n ce of Manit­
oba," and I'm q uoting,  " is faced with a completely new 
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tax which is i nequitable, d iscr imi natory, h idden i n  
nature, p u n i t ive i n  effect, i l l-t imed,  complex,  misun­
derstoo d ,  and very u nwelcomed by those i t  wi l l  
affect." Now,  M r .  Speaker, that  was not  some w i ld­
eyed g ro u p  of r ight-wing people as they woul d  be 
wont to categorize people on t h i s  s ide of the House. 
That was the Man itoba C hambers of Com merce, M r. 
Speaker, with whom the F i rst M i n ister went i nto h i s  
so-cal led S u m m i t  Conference a t  Portage la Prai rie a 
week or two later. 

I am very m uc h  i nterested to learn about the moder­
ate response that was g iven to this statement by the 
M in i ster of F inance. Was it  a moderate response or  d i d  
he f l y  t o  p ieces i n  t h e  face o f  some hard reck o n i n g  by 
the C h am bers of Commerce who were tel l i n g  h i m  that 
he had i mposed a stupid tax u pon the people of 
Manitoba? How did he react? I wou l d  be interested to 
hear the F i rst M i n ister's version of how he reacted. I 
have heard the Manitoba Chambers' version of how 
the M i n ister reacted . The M i n i ster em barrassed h i m­
self a n d  the members of the C h a m be r  of Commerce 
by his reaction,  M r. Speaker. He fumed and fussed 
a n d ,  yes, he prevaricated the way he does in t h i s  
House regu larly with respect t o  t h i s  t a x  and with 
respect to other matters. We' l l  be talk i ng m o re about 
that later o n  too, M r. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, because my honou rable friends oppo­
site are probably on some k i n d  of an i nterd icted read­
ing l ist. probably provided by the M i n i ster of C ulture 
or somebody of that inte l lectual sweep, perhaps I 
shoul d  read some other  q uotes from the M a nitoba 
Chambers of Commerce about the tax which we sug­
gest should be withdrawn and withdrawn r ight now. 
M r. Speaker, I q uote from the second s u bm ission that 
was made by the M a nitoba C h a m b ers of C o m merce 
on the Man itoba payrol l  tax to the Executive Branch of 
Govern ment. I hope the m e mbers of the backbench 
w i l l  l i sten because I k n ow that you may not have 
received these documents in your readi n g  box. I f  you 
d i d ,  why, you k n ow, comi n g  from the C hamber of 
C o m merce, you'd be more than l i ke ly  i n c l i ned to 
th row them i nto the wastepaper box because, not­
withsta n d i ng what your  Leader postures about with 
respect to the Cham ber of Commerce from t ime to 
t i m e, you real ly don't care very m u c h  about them 
because you want to control al l  busi ness in Manitoba. 
That's where you come from. 

M r. Speaker, before the terrib ly  rattled M i n ister of 
M i nes and Energy wants to fuss around a n d  make 
some response to that, let me say th is ,  that we always 
l isten very caref u l l y  to the M a n i toba Federat ion of 
Labo u r. We l i stened to them when they were r ight; we 
l istened to them when they were outrageously wrong. 
We l i stened to them carefu l ly  and we answered them 
as fair ly and as honestly as we cou l d .  I would l i ke to 
know what k i n d  of fair  and honest answer the F i rst 
M i n ister and h i s  col leagues gave to the Chamber 
when they talked i n  this way about the prov i n c i a l  pay­
rol l  tax. Let me read th is  q u ote for the benefit pr imar i ly  
of the mem bers of the backbench:  "What the M a nit­
oba business com m u n ity needs from the Provi ncia l  
Governm e nt i s  to be sti m u l ated with a fee l i n g  of con­
fidence. What it  has actual ly  received i s  another k i c k  
i n  the face i n  the f o r m  of a n e w  payrol l  tax. Because o f  
past, present and projected defi c i ts, t h e  Prov incial  
Gover n m ent felt it  necessary to raise s i g n i ficant addi-
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t ional  tax reven ue. Why wasn't the alternative solut ion 
considered to be m o re i m po rtant, that is, reduce 
government spen d i ng ?  Businesses throughout th is  
prov i n ce are f ight ing to maintain revenues, let alone 
i n c reases, a n d  have been forced to cut expenses back 
d ramat ical ly i n  order to survive," and on and on it  
goes, d riv ing the spikes of common sense i nto the 
coffin of stup i d ity of the tax that was raised by these 
incompetent people opposite at a time when they pre­
sided over the g reatest growth in u n em ployment i n  
the province s i nce the Depression. Here they are put­
t i ng on a tax that i n c reases unemp l oyment. 

Then they have a new M i n ister who today announ­
ces that s h e  has entered i nto,  o n  behalf of the Pro­
v i n ce of M a nitoba, a new job creation program a l l  
fu nded w i t h  tax dol lars, a l l  a d d i n g  to the $25 b i l l ion 
federal def ic it ,  a l l  adding to the $400, to the $500-
m i l l ion deficit here i n  M a nitoba and pretend i ng ther­
eby that some road to salvation is bein g  opened up for 
the unemployed in M an itoba. Mr. Speaker, n o  one 
wants to deny the u nem ployed people of M an_itoba the 
best shot that they can get in terms of j o bs,  in terms of 
job opport u nities, but those who would try to pretend 
that tax f inanced make-work type jobs such as were 
announced by the M in i ster today are the answer to the 
p roblem,  those people are m is lead i ng the publ ic of 
M a nitoba. Those people are m is leadi n g  people of 
ordinary common sense who k n ow that salvation 
does not lie in that d i recti o n  at a l l .  Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, 
o n  and o n  i t  cou l d  go with respect to the Man itoba 
Chambers of Commerce and what they have been 
saying to my honorable friends opposite. 

Mr. Speaker, i t  i s  not my i ntention to go i nto any 
g reat deta i l  in my remarks today. - ( lnterjection)­
Somebody across the way, one of the louder mouths 
who d i d n't make i t  i nto the Cabinet, who has an echo 
chamber on top of h i s  mouth is sayin g  sit down.  Wel l ,  
M r. Speaker, w e  haven't yet reached the new Jerusa­
lem of socia l ism yet. We don't have to sit dow n .  I n  t h i s  
Legislature a t  the behest of any left-wi nger and w e  
never w i l l ,  pray God. 

I f  my honourable fr iend wou l d  feel more at home, 
M r .  Speaker, as I have a suspicion he wou l d ,  i n  a rather 
more control led d emocracy, why doesn't he go there? 
Why doesn't he go there and t h e reby d o  all of us a 

·service i n  th is  country and i n  th is  Legislature? 
M r .  Speaker,  my col leagues, the crit ics and the 

d e puty cr it ics are going to be commenting in some 
considerable deta i l  u pon the errors of om ission and 
comm i ssion of th is  Government a n d  they are legion.  I 
want to say to you,  Sir ,  as I 've made reference at the 
beg i n n i n g  of my remarks to the fact that this was 
about the 1 9th or 20th Throne Speech in wh i ch I have 
participated, o n ly a few from the O p posit ion side of 
the House. Let me say that I have never seen a broader 
or  a bigger target than the one that this Government 
presents through its i ncompetence, its maladroitness, 
its i n a b i l ity to carry out the fundamental function for 
which it  was elected; namely,  to g ive good govern­
ment to the people of M a n itoba. T h ese people, M r .  
Speaker, g ive b a d  government to the people of Manit­
oba day after day after day and we wil l  document 
chapter, l i ne and verse every day of th is  Session and 
it's going to be a long Session.  M r .  Speaker, we're 
going to document chapter, l i ne and verse the k i n d  of 
i ncompetence that these people are vis it ing u po n  the 



people of Man itoba at a t i m e  when o u r  economy, 
when our province is going through an extremely 
gruel ing period and that gruel ing period is being 
aided and abetted by the k in d  of w i l l fu l  i ncompetence 
that we see bei ng generated from across the way by 
people who. in large measure, are u nfit  to govern; 
u nfit to govern by backg round,  by p h i l osophy and so 
on. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the jobs of the O p position when 
you run across total i ncompetence, one of the jobs of 
the Opposit ion - and we d i d  it  well last Session; I guess 
we'll have to cont inue doing it  th is  Session - is to tel l  
them how to do their  job.  I f  that is necessary, we' l l  do 
that as wel l  because obviously there's a fai lu re of 
performance and when the F i rst M in i ster has the 
u nbr id led g a l l  to retain in h is Cabinet people such as 
the M i nister of M i nes a n d  Energy whose i n co mpe­
tence has been demonstrated across th is  prov i n ce 
from one end to the other - i ndeed r ight across West­
ern Canada - to retai n  h i m  in h is  Cabi net after losing 
the power g r i d  i n  the neg l igent way that he did,  that 
shows. M r .  Speaker. the level  of i ncompetence that i s  
permissib le i n  th is  Government and f o r  w h i c h  the 
people of Manitoba w i l l  have to suffer for awh i le .  

So, M r .  Speaker, I cou l d  g ive my honou rable fr iend 
some advice open ly as to how he might start rehabi l i­
tat i n g  h is  Government, but I don't t h i r k  he has the 
i ntest inal  fortitude to d o  it ,  let  alone to take the advice. 
One of the f i rst t h i ngs he's got to do,  M r. Speaker. i s  to 
sack fai l u res because the people of Manitoba can't 
afford to wear fai l u res arou nd thei r neck l i ke a l ba­
trosses for the fu l l  period of this one-term Government. 

Mr.  Speaker. let's take a genera l  overview of what 
this Government has been doing to Manitoba for the 
last year, a Government that was e lected on a great 
p ro mise of a g reat futu re for Manitoba. I m ust have 
that document somewhere, M r .  Speaker. - ( I nter­
ject ion)- "A C lear Choice for Manitobans," it says, 
"Pol icies of the Manitoba New Democratic Party." D i d  
y o u  notice, M r .  Speaker. that i n  t h e  excuse document 
that they turned out after they were q uietly celebrat­
ing one year of survival in Government - it  certai n ly 
wasn't a celebrat ion of anyth ing else - that i n  that 
excuse docum e nt they tr ied to say. o h  wel l ,  some of 
these th ings that were in here were pol ic ies and others 
weren't pol icies.  Q u ite frankly,  Mr. Speaker. I got lost 
in a l l  of this meandering of words that my honourable 
fr iends tried to say; wel l ,  we d i dn't q u ite p ro mise that 
and maybe we d i d  p romise that. What d o  they want? 
Do they want their  pol ic ies backed up by resolutions 
such as the ones that we read to them last Session that 
were debated at their  annual  conclave when the loo­
ney fr inge takes over and talk about expropriating 
I mperial O i l  and al l  of those n ice th i ngs for which 
Man itobans have become rather accustomed? Is that 
what they mean by pol icy,  if  they have a resolut ion 
that is debated and whether it's passed or not passed, 
is that pol icy? When the looney fringe of their  party 
come i n ,  which is so far left that they're somewhere 
east of Moscow, when the looney fr inge come in and 
talk about expropriating I mperial Oi l  and expropriat­
i n g  the m i n i n g  companies i n  Man itoba, doesn't that do 
a l ot,  M r .  Speaker.  to encou rage the establ ish ment 
and enhancement of jobs for Manitobans when the 
honourable members perm it that k i n d  of radical non­
sense to be debated at the i r  resol ut ion and then have 

34 

to ru n around the cou ntry, as the M in i ster of M i nes 
and Energy did u n successfu l ly,  tryi ng to say, real ly, 
don't pay any attention to that stuff because that's not 
what we in government bel ieve, that's j ust what we 
have to put u p  with com i n g  from the corner that we do 
in the pol it ical spectrum. 

Wel l ,  Mr .  Speaker, the Governments of Saskatche­
wan and A lberta know what they have to put up with 
from the M in ister of M i nes and Energy and they've 
long s ince written h i m  off; they've long s ince written 
him off whether it's on energy, o i l ,  gas or  anyth ing 
e lse.  That's why he's  no l onger f it  to  speak for  the 
people of Man itoba on those topics which are of cru­
cial i mportance to our economy and to the future of 
our province. 

So, M r. Speaker, what about the statements that 
were contained in here and what about the perfor­
mance i n  the last year? The f i rst expression of pol icy 
and promise that always catches the ear of every Man­
itoban, I 'm s u re,  is ,  and I q u ote and here is the picture 
of the F irst M i n i ster with h is  s ignature u n derneath it .  
I sn't he l ook ing d e l ightfu l l y  stern and promi s i n g  and 
concerned about the people of Manitoba? Here's what 
he said at that t ime:  "We can turn aroun d  the harsh 
economic c i rcumstances of the past four years." Wel l 
I k n ow 24,000 people who wou l d  love to have the 
harsh economic c i rcumstances of j ust a year ago 
when they had jobs; but he was p romis ing that he 
cou l d  t u rn around,  he and his l ittle socia l ist f loti l l a ,  
cou l d  turn aro u n d  the harsh economic c i rcumstances 
in Manitoba. What k i n d  of a m is leading statement was 
that, M r .  Speaker? Turn arou nd i ndeed; turn aro u n d  
a n d  go backwards, yes, because that's what he's 
done. 

Mr. Speaker. this document w i l l  l o n g  l ive in the 
pol it ical a n nals of this prov i n ce as being one of the 
most m is lead i n g  electoral documents ever put i nto 
the hands of free c i tizens in Western Canada. I j ust 
wonder how proud my honou rable friends opposite 
can be of this document. What do they say when they 
go to Thompson now where there's no m i ners work­
ing in Thompson today? What wou l d  they say, M r .  
Speaker, if  one of the m iners said to them, what about 
this promise of yours that you can turn aro u n d  the 
harsh economic c i rcumstances of the past fou r  years? 
There were 2,200 people e m ployed up there, and 
m o re over the last four years, M r .  Speaker. what k i n d  
o f  a t u rnaround have they been a b l e  t o  achieve o n  
behalf o f  the m i ners o f  Thompson? O n  and on we 
cou l d  go - at one stage, M r. Speaker, 5 ,000 m i n i n g  
employees u nemployed. 

I say to my honourable friends, as I said last Ses­
sion,  nobody can blame them, no one with a reasona­
ble m i nd can blame them for the i nternat ional p r i ce of 
metals. God k nows they can't look after the th i ngs 
they have charge of here. So thank heaven they're not 
look i n g  afte r the i nternational price of metals. But,  M r .  
Speaker, what happens is th is .  They pretended to the 
peopl e  of Man itoba that they cou l d  somehow or  other 
prevent m i nes from laying off people when the i nter­
national price of metals went down. It was through 
that deception. t h rough that kind of w i l lfu l  m is lead i n g  
o f  the people o f  Man itoba that they sort of stretched 
themselves i nto office. 

Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, I have a l ittle message for them -
this  also comes from being i n  pol it ical l ife in th is  pro-
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t h i s  provi nce, you can't l ie ,  a n d  you can't otherwise 
deceive them and expect either short-term,  medium­
term,  o r  long-term pol it ical success. That's what 
they're l iv ing u nder today, Mr. Speaker. They're l iv ing 
u nder the presence, in  the hands of many many peo­
ple - as a matter of fact I woul d  l i ke to see the Conser­
vative Party turn out many copies of t h i s  and send it 
throughout Man itoba, make s u re it  gets f u l l  d istribu­
t ion among the people of M a nitoba, so that t h i s  t issue 
of deceit can be in every h o useh o l d  in Manitoba so 
that they can then j udge, Mr. Speaker, how this bunch 
of  people keep their  p romises to the people of 
Manitoba. 

Well, M r. Speaker. we can turn aroun d ,  said they, 
the harsh economic c i rcumstances of the last fou r  
years. Those words are going t o  b e  engraved i n  stone 
on whatever social ist icon remains u n distu rbed in th is  
provi nce for generations to come. Twenty-four thou­
sand m o re people u nemp l oyed; a f u m b l i ng away of 
the Western Power G r i d  t h ro u g h  the incompetence of 
the M i n i ster and h is Deputy M in i ster p r imar i ly; the 
f u m b l i ng away of thousands of jobs in M a n i toba. This 
is the record of the last year, not t u r n i ng aro u n d  the 
harsh econom i c  c i rcumstances; l osses of thousands 
of jobs in our provi nce; a deficit  that i s  moving toward 
doubl i ng ,  moving toward d o u b l i n g  from the one that 
was reported for the last fiscal year; a Civ i l  Service that 
is g rowing by leaps and bounds. There were 500 new 
jobs provided in last year's Estimates and God k n ows 
how many extra contract people and so on t h i s  
Government h a s  been prov i d i n g  f o r  and h o w  many 
relatives, fr iends, pol i t ical hangers-on and so o n  are 
now o n  the dole of the p u b l ic payro l l  in Manitoba. God 
knows how many, but we're going to find out,  M r .  
Speaker. and I h o p e  we c a n  g e t  h onest answers. We're 
going to f i n d  out.  

That's why the O rder Paper at the beg i n n i n g  of this 
Session has a large n u m be r  of Orders for Return q ues­
t ions.  I rem i n d ,  M r .  Speaker, the House Leader that a 
n u m be r  of the q uest ions that were put i n  the last 
Session have sti l l  not been answered, and we need 
that i nformation. We want accountabi l ity from these 
people ,  because they're goi n g  to g ive accountabi l ity 
to the people of Man itoba whether they want to or  not. 
We put them on notice r ight now that accou ntable 
they w i l l  be, or  this House w i l l  s it  here for a long l ong 
t i m e  u nt i l  we teach them what their job is ,  and that is ,  
to g ive prudent government to the people of Man itoba. 

Wel l ,  M r. Speaker. parties e lected to government, as 
I 've said before, o n  the basis  of m is lead i n g  statements 
are doomed both in the short term and the long term , 
but a party, M r .  Speaker, whose Leader apparently -
accord i n g  to a recent news report - d raws some t i t i l la­
tion from the fact that t h i s  party in the ordi nary course 
of events is going to having a leaders h i p  convention 
with in  a period of time, who draws some strength from 
that k i n d  of an external fact, who d raws some pseudo­
cou rage and strength from that fact that we're going 
to be hav i n g  a leaders h i p  convention.  That k ind of  
leaders h i p, M r .  Speaker, betrays not only the wea­
k ness and the spinelessness of the Leader, but also 
the hopeless k i n d  of an outlook that k i nd of leaders h i p  
c a n  offer n o t  only t o  t h e  party, b u t  to t h e  provi nce - to 
say noth i n g  of the thousands of unemployed people 
in o u r  prov i n ce at the present t ime.  N o ,  M r. S peaker, 

35 

postures of concern, hand-h o l d i ng and so on are no 
substitute for real government leaders h i p  and acti o n  
a t  th is  t ime. 

This same Leader, Mr. Speaker, the F irst M i n ister, 
made a speech in Vancouver recently.  He was out 
there tel l i ng M r. Barrett and the asse m b led socia l ists 
of Brit ish Columbia how to w i n  an elect ion.  Wel l ,  M r .  
S peaker, i t  w a s  very i nteresting to read what he had t o  
say, a n d  g i ven of course a s  we a l l  m ust. that there 
could be some change from what he actual ly said to 
what appeared in the paper, because we're all s u bject 
to having t h i ngs appear i n  the paper that don't come 
out exactly the way they were said and so o n .  I read, 
Mr. Speaker, to the F i rst M i n ister from a Canadian 
Press story that appeared M onday, Nove m be r  29, 
1 982, in the W i n ni peg Free Press. The q u ote, in the 
f ina l  parag ra p h ,  after he was g iv ing a l l  of th is  g reat 
free advice to the asse m bled socia l ists out there about 
how they could beat B i l l  Bennett and the Social 
C redit ,  he said he was not p repared to p redict the 
outcome of an election in B . C . ;  however, he noted that 
in Manitoba his party demonstrated "that i f  a party is 
organized effectively,  develops the proper issues and 
i n vo lves people in a s ign if icant way that e lections can 
be won. "  

Mr .  Speaker, I t h i n k  I ' l l  send a copy of " A  C lear 
C hoice for M a nitobans" out to Mr. Barrett and to h i s  
fo l lowers a n d  say that i n  t h e  course of making these 
remarks to you and your supporters, to the press i n  
B rit ish C o l u m b i a, h e  sort o f  overlooked tel l in g  you 
about the deceitful  message that he had to g ive w h i c h  
caused h i m  to w i n  the election m o r e  t h a n  anyt h i n g  
e l s e ,  the m i s information t h a t  h e  h a d  t o  ped d l e  a ro u n d  
M a nitoba a s  truth i n  order that h e  could scramble i nto 
office. That, Mr. Speaker, is the m issin g  part of the 
lect u re that the F i rst M i n ister was g i v i n g  to his fel l ow 
socia l ists out i n  B rit ish Columbia.  

I th ink that as a service to M r .  Barrett, we' l l  send h i m  
a copy o f  th is  a n d  say, M r .  Pawley overlooked sen d i ng 
th is  to you. We woul d  l ike you to read it.  We woul d  l i ke 
you to be t h e  j udge as to whether or not a party w h i c h  
prom ises that w e  c a n  t u r n  aro u n d  the harsh economi c  
c i rcumstances o f  t h e  past fou r  years, a year after the 
fact, can hold its head high o r  p resume to lecture 
anybody anywhere. 

Mr. Speaker, pol i t ical parties from t i m e  to time a l l  
have d iverged from electoral p latforms t h a t  t h e y  have 
made, a l l  have somet i m es changed them, but a l l ,  by 
and large, try to be accou ntable for them and say, wel l ,  
you know, i f  w e  can't d o  such-and-such th is  year, 
we've certa in ly  got it  o n  the agenda for next year i n  
terms o f  th is  program or  that program .  

I want t o  a s k  t h e  F i rst M i n ister whether, when h e  
was g iv ing t h i s  g ratuitous advice t o  t h e  social ists o f  
B rit ish C o l u mbia ,  d i d  he t e l l  t h e m  that he was going to 
order, as he d i d  in t h i s  document,  the i m m ed i ate start­
up of construct ion on L i m estone? Is he sti l l  h o l d i n g  
t h a t  o u t ,  M r .  Speaker, to the people of M a nitoba? 
Because that's what he promised the people of N o rth­
ern Manitoba, and I expect that fa ir- m i nded citizens, 
whether they're of the Federation of Labo u r ,  of the 
C ha m ber of Commerce, of the Conservative Party and 
so o n ,  are ask i n g  t h e  q uestion in Northern Manitoba of 
unemployed m iners, of unemployed workers of var­
ious sorts in the various trades that are up there, of 
people who don't have jobs in the shopping centre 
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who used to have jobs,  of I n d ian people who are look­
ing for salvat ion.  Our Native cit izens were prom ised 
salvation by the socia l ists opposite. I wonder i f  they 
aren't now beg i n n i n g  to ask the q u estion of these 
people opposite, Mr. Speaker - what about these jobs 
that you offered? What about t h i s  L i m estone that you 
were going to b u i l d  i mmediately? - because that's 
what you promised in here. 

Then you let your M i n ister of Energy and M i nes and 
h i s  i ncompetent Deputy fum b l e  the bal l .  Because that 
coul d  have been u nder way r ight now, Mr. Speaker, if 
this Government hadn't fumbled its way out of one of 
the best deals that the prov i n ce could have had. 

O n  i n  that connection, M r. Speaker, I want the M i n­
ister of M i nes, w h i le he's sti l l  i n  that office, part ic u larly 
to l i sten, because we've got an O rder for Return on the 
Order Paper and it  deals w ith  the production of posi­
t ion papers that this Government - this f u m b l i ng 
Government - put before its s ister Governments i n  
Saskatchewan a n d  A lberta i n  J u ly. 

We want to see the document of the f inal  posit ion of 
the Government of Manitoba, Mr. Speaker, with respect 
to the G ri d .  We want to f i n d  out j u st how f u n damen­
tal l y  d i fferent this g reat negotiatin g  done by the M in i s­
ter of M i nes and Energy was from that which had been 
negotiated by its predecessor Government. We want 
to find that out. 

Also,  M r. Speaker, we've got an O rder for Return,  an 
Address for Papers, that we want f i l led by this Gov­
ernment and none of the m a n ipu lating about t i m i ng or 
anyt h i n g .  We j ust want them to come forward: these 
are publ ic  documents. 

Apparently the M i n i ster of M i nes and E n e rgy as he 
was getti n g  a bit  more desperate - after he was tel l i ng 
the H ouse t h i ngs were sti l l  going wel l  but he was 
getti n g  desperate privately, because he knew that 
t h i ngs had bottomed out and were l ost - commissi­
oned a separate study with respect to the A lcan devel­
opment,  Mr. Speaker, a special study with respect to 
Alcan.  I n  the course of that study we are told by the 
press that the speci a l  study told this M i n ister and his 
i ncompetent col leagues that their  b i g  hang-up about 
Hydro owners h i p  and about A l  can owners h i p  of a part 
of the L i mestone Plant was "a red herrin g . "  

So we w a n t  to s e e  that d o c u m e n t ,  M r .  Speaker, i n  
order that w e  c a n  beg i n  to j udge even m o r e  acutely 
the cred i b i l ity, the competence of  th is  Government 
that owes so m uch to the people of Northern Manitoba 
because i t  prom ised so much - the i mmed iate startup 
of L im estone - and yet t h rough its own th ick­
headedness, through its own i nsensitivity, through i ts  
own i n a b i l ity to u n derstand what a negotiated deal  i s  
between Governments, was able to fritter away some 
of the g reatest opportun ities that th is  provi nce had i n  
th is  cent u ry.  That, M r .  Speaker, l a rgely i n  t h e  hands o f  
a m a n  who sti l l  sits on the front bench o f  t h i s  Govern­
ment.  How l o n g  w i l l  he cont i n u e  to sit  there as a 
testament to the i ncompetence of these people? 

Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker. one year later, what d o  we f ind? 
I nstead of t u r n i n g  a ro u n d  the economy as promised 
so solemnly and so sternly by the F irst M i n ister, what 
was the head l i ne in the Free Press last Fr iday? "Help­
i n g  The Hardest Hit  Is A l l  We Can Do." That was the 
d i rect q uote from the F i rst M i n ister last Fr iday from h i s  
press conference, which very few apparently can 
u nderstand, when he was tal k i n g  about how many 
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jobs he and h is Government were going to c reate with 
tax d o l l ars. "Helping The Hardest H i t  I s  Al l  We Can 
Do." M r. Speaker, what a comedown! What a come­
down i n  a year, from "We can t u r n  aro u n d  the harsh 
economic c i rcumstances of the past fou r  years" -
that's November, 1 98 1 .  December 3rd 1 982, "He l p i n g  
T h e  Hardest H it I s  A l l  W e  C a n  D o . "  Wel l ,  M r .  Speaker, 
i f  that doesn't write volumes about the credi b i l ity of 
t h i s  Government,  then I don't k n ow what does, "Help­
i n g  the hardest h it ."  

They d idn 't  p romise the people of M a nitoba there 
were going to be 24,000 more u n e m ployed, did they? 
They d i d n't promise the people of Manitoba in t h i s  
d o c u m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  were going to put o n  an e m ploy­
ment tax which would act as a keen deterrent to 
employing more people.  They d i dn't tel l them that, d i d  
they, M r .  Speaker? They d id n't t e l l  t h e  people of 
Manitoba that they were going to move toward dou­
b l i ng - and we don't k n ow because we haven't the 
document because they're h i d i n g  i t  - in the Secon d  
Quarterly Report they're moving toward doub l i ng last 
year's deficit .  They d idn't  tell them that, d i d  they? 
They d idn't  tel l the people of Manitoba that contrary to 
what we d i d  in o u r  f i rst year in office, which was a 3 
percent i n c rease i n  expenditures, that they were 
going to i n c rease expenditures out of the p u b l ic p u rse 
by 1 6  to 20 percent. We don't k now the f igu re,  M r .  
Speaker, because t hey won 't g ive i t  t o  us, a n d  th is  i s  
t h e  Government that talk s  about freedom of i nforma­
t ion.  We don't know: we're going to f i n d  out, but we 
don't k n ow now. 

So, M r. Speaker, when we have a Government that 
uses this k i nd of c h i canery to oil its way i nto office, 
then we have to call the shots as we see them and as 
tens of thousands of Man itobans are beg i n n ing to see 
them now - c hicanery ,  decept ion,  m is lead i n g  of the 
people of Manitoba. Reduced to say i n g ,  we're going 
to help the hardest h i t  and that's a l l  we can do.  

So,  M r. Speaker, i n  the Second Q uarterly Statement 
being witheld by th is  Government should have been i n  
o u r  hands last week, week before last, or  whenever. 
I 'm not say i n g  it 's going to tel l us  the whole story, it's 
o n ly an interim statement, it's an u naudited statement. 
It ' l l  g ive us some d i rection as to where th is  Govern­
ment i s  tak i n g  us.  But in the absence, Mr. Speaker, of a 
B udget,  it 's that k i nd of a statement that we a l l  need to 
k now, the q u a l ity of the h usbandry - if I may m isuse 
that word - that these people are g iv ing to the people 
of Manitoba. 

Wel l ,  I 've seen a l ot of th ings happen in this Leg i s l a­
t u re s ince 1 958, off and on,  M r .  Speaker. I 've never 
seen such a crude or crass and del iberate attempt to 
man i p u l ate debate, however, as I saw on Fr iday last 
when t h i s  F i rst M i n i ster and this Government sat pat 
and a l lowed the M i n i ster of F inance to p u l l  th is  k i nd of 
a shady tr ick on t h i s  Legis l at u re.  I 've never seen any­
t h i ng that woul d  q u ite match that in terms of open 
attempts at m a n i pu lation. 

M r. Speaker, keeping the bad news, or  whatever the 
news may be, u n t i l  after the Leader of the Opposition 
speaks, as I 've said before that's a ruse that isn 't going 
to work and i t 's  going to lash back at them. I t  raises 
q uestions u nfortunately, Mr. Speaker, as to how that 
statement i s  being prepared. If they're so concerned 
about the t i m i n g  of the statement,  my God what k i n d  
o f  concern are they putting i nto i t s  content? I ,  f o r  one.  



6 December, 1 982 

M r .  Speaker, am not one who wou l d  ever suggest that 
the permanent career Civ i l  Service of this Govern­
ment is anyth i n g  but the best or  anyth i n g  but the most 
honest; they are. I fervently hope that it  is the profes­
sional career permanent civi l servants of t h i s  Govern­
ment who are preparin g  that statement, not some of 
the i n t inerant left-wi n gers that they br ing in and h i re 
at big salaries for the short term whi le  they are i n  
office, not those people ,  but t h e  permanent career 
c iv i l  servants who have a dedication to this province, 
not a dedication j ust to social ism.  

So, M r. Speaker, I t rust  that  t h i s  Statement i s  being 
left  i n  the hands of the professional career c iv i l  ser­
vants to turn out. As I said before, Mr. Speaker, we 
deem there to be a need for a resolut ion or  for a statute 
to be brought forward settl i n g  once and for all and 
mak i n g  the Government h onest with respect to when 
it  f i l es such reports, then we' l l  br ing it  forward . We w i l l  
ask t h i s  Government t o  vote against it  i f  they want to 
perpetuate the k i nd of manipu lation that we've a l l  
been a party t o  f o r  the last 72 hours i n  t h i s  House. 

Mr. Speaker, when I talk about m a n i p u lat ion,  I can't 
help but remember the response g iven by the F irst 
M i n i ster of t h i s  p rovince when I asked h i m  if the Presi­
dent of Manitoba Hydro cou l d  be cal led before the 
P u b l i c  U t i l i t ies C o m m i ttee of the Legislature,  i f  that 
Committee were cal led i nto Session now w h i le this 
House i s  meet i n g  to d i scuss the T h rone Speech .  
There is noth i n g  u nusual about that, M r. Speaker. I t  
c o u l d  be cal led i nto Session now, t h e  C o m m i ttee, o n  
a n y  morning a n d  M r. B l achford, w h o  i s  sti l l  t h e  Presi­
d e nt of M a nitoba H yd ro,  cou l d  be asked to g ive his 
summary of his respo n s i b i l i t ies over the past t h ree 
years. H i s  contract has not been renewed for reasons 
that we have not been told ,  other than the C hairman of 
Manitoba Hydro tel l i n g  the press when they asked the 
q uestion very s i m p ly that they were conducting yel­
low journal ism.  That was the response of the p resent 
Chairman of Manitoba Hydro,  the noted former 
M e m be r  for St. Johns, their pol i t ical fr iend, whom 
they appointed to that i mportant posit ion.  

So, M r. Speaker, why wou l d  the F i rst M in i ster deny 
th is  Legislature the opportunity to hear from M r .  
B lachford why he is leaving Hydro ,  what he sees as 
the future responsib i l ity of Manitoba Hydro and so 
on? Is that an u nfa i r  t h i n g ?  No, not at a l l .  I nstead, we 
were treated to some rhetorical device which was 
about a G rade 1 1  level ,  from the F i rst M i n ister saying,  
" O h ,  you don't  have any faith i n  the new President ."  
Wel l ,  that's a lot of nonsense. 

M r. Speaker, my honourable fr iend,  I don't k n ow 
what level of i n te l l igence he speaks to at h i s  party 
gather ings,  but I want to tel l h i m  that he has to turn u p  
the gauge a b i t  when he comes into th is  House. I f  h e  
can get away with that k i n d  of n onsense before some 
of his party meetings, I want him to u nderstand clearly 
that there is a s l i g htly h igher level of performance 
requ i red,  f i rst of a l l ,  by any self-respect ing F i rst M in is­
ter and,  secondly,  by any leader of a party when he 
comes to answer legit imate q uestions in this House. 

Why,  I say today, i s  the P u b l ic U t i l i t ies Comm i ttee 
not being cal led now in order to hear M r. B l achford? 
What's wrong with that? A nything wrong with that at 
a l l ?  N o ,  not a t h i n g ,  a n d  from a Government t h at says, 
no, we won't do it, we' l l  c a l l  i t  at the regular  t i me. So 
then I said ,  "We l l ,  i f  you c a l l  i t  at the regu lar t ime,  

37 

w h i c h  is second best, M r .  B lachford's going to be out 
of the p rovince, maybe even out of the country ,  who 
k n ows, wi l l  you support a request by the Comm i ttee to 
have M r .  B l achford subpoenaed to appear before the 
Comm i ttee? "No," said the F i rst M i n ister, he woul dn't 
d o  that,  no, and he's the Leader of a Government,  
so-cal led,  that says they bel ieve i n  freedom of i nfor­
mation,  M r .  Speaker. 

So, what d o  we have to do now? Do we have to 
introduce a resol ut ion to ask that the present Presi­
dent, the C h ief Executive Officer, of o u r  biggest 
C rown corporation be cal led before the C o m m ittee i n  
order t o  g ive t h e  evidence that anyone woul d  expect 
he s h o u l d  g ive? What's happeni n g ,  M r. Speaker, i n  
t h i s  province, after only one year, with respect to 
accou ntabi l i ty? I don't k n ow what's happened across 
the way. O n e  would have to be deeply cyn ical  to t h i n k  
that m y  honourable fr iends are i n  s u c h  d eep t rouble  
that  they don't  even betray to t h e i r  own m e m bers why 
M r .  B l ac h fo rd i s  leav ing .  The C ha i rman of Hydro has 
to come out  and use language such as "yel low j o u rnal­
ism" when he's asked a very s i m p l e  q u estion by the 
p ress. Who d o  t h ese people t h i n k  they are? M r .  
Speaker, these people are accountable t o  t h e  citizens 
of M a nitoba. We haven't yet reached that g reat social­
ist utopia where they can tel l  the p u b l i c ,  in effect as 
they are doing on the Q uarterly Report and o n  the 
cal l i n g  of the Pres i dent of Manitoba Hydro, to go to 
h e l l .  That's what they are doing.  

I say,  M r .  S peaker, from the depths of my being that 
we have not reached that stage after j u st one year's 
relapse i nto social ism i n  Manitoba. If they t h i n k  we 
have, they have another very strong t h i n k  coming.  

M r .  S peaker, let them be forthright,  let  them be 
honest, let them not practise deception and mis lead­
i n g  the people of Manitoba any m o re as they d i d  in th is  
document.  Let them cal l the Publ ic  Ut i l ities Commit­
tee. What have they got to lose? Have M r .  B l achford 
appear before the Committee. He's sti l l  on staff as the 
President. What's wrong with that? The Committee 
can then adjourn and be recalled agai n  i n  1 983 i n  the 
o rd i n ary course and the members of the Leg i s l at u re 
w i l l  feel that they've had the opport u n ity properly to 
ask M r .  B l achford about any q uestions they have con­
cern i n g  his period of t i m e  as Ch ief Executive Officer 

· A nythi n g  u ntoward about that? Anyt h i ng that a nor­
mal government wou l d  find bad about that? No, but 
t h i s  Government f inds somet h i n g  bad about i t ,  M r. 
Speaker. What are they h i d i ng? What are they tryin g  
to h ide? A r e  they afraid M r .  B lachford m i ght answer 
the q uestions about the agreement that was f ina l ly  
offered i n  J u l y  of 1 982 to Saskatchewan and A lberta 
being practical ly the same as the agreement we had 
negotiated successfu l l y  over t h ree years? A re they 
afra id  he might  let that truth out of the box? I wonder, 
because there seems to be a great deal of sensit ivity 
about having M r .  B lachford appear. 

We read in the paper the other day, "Wi lso n  Parasi­
u k's Concern For Acc u racy."  We all read that, d i d n 't 
we, M r .  Speaker, yes. Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, that appeared 
in the Free Press with in  the last three days and so on. It 
g ives us a very n ice i n d ication of the degree of credi­
b i l ity that can be attached to the person in q uest ion.  
So he doesn't even have to wait ,  M r. Speaker; i f  he 
considers that h i s  credi b i l ity i s  u n d e r  some form of 
attack ,  he doesn't even have to wait  for the O rder for 



Retur n .  Why doesn't he table i n  the House tomorrow 
the f i nal  negotiat ing document that the Province of 
Manitoba offered to the Governments of A lberta and 
Saskatchewan? Why doesn't he table it  tomorrow? 
Then there won't be any q u estion about whether M r. 
Cleverley or the Free Press was tak i n g  u nfai r  advan­
tage of the c urrent M i n ister of M i nes and Energy. 
There woul dn't be any q uestion about that at a l l .  Why 
doesn't he d o  that, M r. Speaker? I s  that an u n usual  
th ing to ask of a M i n i ster? I th ink not. 

Wel l ,  that leads me to credi b i l ity. We started with the 
election prom ises and I haven't,  M r. Speaker, begu n  to 
go through a l l  of the election promises. I o n l y  dealt 
with Page 1 where they were going to turn around the 
economy. I mentioned in passi n g  they promised to 
start L i mestone i m m ed i ately. O h ,  and then there was 
going to be the i mmed iate E mergency I nterest Rate 
Assistance Program that got under way - what? - two 
months ago or so. Then there were going to be, oh,  
energy development. i mmediate orderly development 
of our hydro-electric resources. Yes, we've touched 
on that. They weren't going to g i ve A lcan any share of 
the abi l ity to pay for the u p-front capital cost of L imes­
tone. That was pretty clear in here and that drove 
A l can out of the prov i n ce pretty fast. We all know 
about that. M r. Speaker. 

We k now about agricultu re and farms, fi l l  the th i ngs 
they were going to do for the farm com m u n ity. D i d  
y o u  not ice,  M r .  Speaker. how precious l itt le there was 
about farmi n g  or  agr iculture in the T h rone Speech 
that was read by Her Honour  the other day? Very l ittle 
at al l .  These people don't u n d e rstand agr iculture i n  
Manitoba. 

They u nderstand manipu lation though, M r. Speaker, 
because ti1e F irst M in i ster carries aroun d ,  I ' m  tol d ,  i n  
h i s  vest pocket t h e  latest copy o f  the Conference 
Board antici patory results for the c urrent fiscal year. I 
don't know if he keeps it i n  p la in  brown wrapp i n g  
paper o r  what, M r. Speaker, whether f r o m  t i m e  to t i m e  
he flashes it  a t  people or what; but he's trying t o  tel l  the 
peop l e  of Manitoba, aren't we l ucky that we're less 
worse off than anybody else? And what does he call as 
evidence in corroboration of that rather d ubious 
statement? He cal ls  as evidence a specu lative kind of 
a projection report by the Conference Board of Can­
ada.  M r. Speaker, I th ink the Conference Board, the 
Royal Bank and the other f inancial  houses ar.d the 
Economic Counc i l  of Canada. al l  of these people,  who 
from t ime to t ime make projections about economic 
performance of a provi nce. engage i n  a g reat deal  of  
i nterest i n g  spec u l at ion and sometimes rare f u n .  We 
foun d  over the years that if  you put them a l l  together 
i nto a hopper and did an average of them, you might  
come out  somewhere near  what the actual perfor­
mance was going to be. 

But my honou rable fr iend,  the F i rst M i n ister, M r .  
Speaker, seems to have t i e d  h i mself, lashed h imse l f - if  
I may use the term - to the mast i n  say i n g  t h i s  i s  i t ;  this 
is the word from o n  high.  I don't know how high social­
ists pray. Sometimes it  doesn't go very h ig h ,  but it's 
h i g h  enough in any case for t h  is breed across the way. 
This is the word from on h i g h ;  we're not doing so 
badly, look at the other provi nces. 

In that same report as I am i n formed, M r. Speaker, 
and as I 've seen the document, there i s  a project ion for 
next year as wel l .  I u nderstand that next year's projec-
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tion shows that Manitoba is going to be fifth in per­
formance, and I haven't heard the F i rst M in i ster say 
anyt h i n g  about that. I don't know if he's bothered 
t u r n i n g  over the page. He was obviously so t i t i l lated 
by the f i rst page, he d i d n 't want to break the spel l and 
turn over the second page, but that's what the second 
page of the Conference Board report seems to say. 

M r. Speaker. I, for one, am w i l l ing to treat those as 
good-measured guesses. That's about a l l  they are. I 
don't t h i n k  it adds any hope to the unemployed to be 
told that the Provi nce of Man itoba is doing bette r than 
most other  prov i n ces in Canada when we've got 
24,000 more people u nemp l oyed i n  our province 
today, but i f  my honourable friend, the F i rst M i n ister, 
wants to derive some stroki n g  satisfact ion from that, 
let h i m  go;  let h i m  have it .  But I real ly wish that he 
wou l d n 't c lutter u p  the a i r  waves of Manitoba '.\ i th  that 
k i n d  of twad d l e  and nonsense when real l y  the people 
of Manitoba want to know, never m i n d  the projections, 
what are you doing about starting L imestone, gett ing 
real and meani ngfu l jobs going? What are you doing 
about  recoup i n g  you r m ishan d l i ng and f u m b l i ng of  
A lcan? What are you going to do about  getti n g  it  
going agai n  i n  M a nitoba? What are you doing about 
meaningfu l  negotiations with I MC ?  What are you 
doing about that? How are you progressing with the 
negotiations to add to the plant at Manfor when it's 
economical ly  v iable to d o  so? How are those negotia­
t ions p roceedi n g  or are you too preocc upied with 
laying off everybody at Manfor,  which is the job now 
left del ightfu l l y  to the M in i ster of M i nes and Energy 
and he deserves it, to lay off the people at Manfor 
when he was one of the foremost who told them that 
he and h is  col leagues would turn the economy around? 

I s  h e  h av i n g  any h eart-to-heart meeti ngs at M aniar 
these days? Does he dare to go u p  to Manfor  now? 
Does he dare go i nto Manfor  and say, here's what's 
happe n in g ;  here's what we promised. We promised 
we were going to turn aro u n d  the economy, but I 
guess we can't keep o u r  promise. Is he say i n g  that to 
the people of Manfor? I rather doubt i t ,  g iven h is  
record of  cre d i b i l ity i n  and out of th is  House. 

Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, start ing with the e lection p rom­
ises, start i n g  with the fai l u re of the mega projects, 
start i n g  with somet h i ng that was smal l  and in w h i c h  
they d id n't have t o  prevaricate, starting w i t h  state­
ments by the M i n i ster of F inance and the Attorney­
General last year about whether the Federal Govern­
men t - a very s i m p l e  q u estion - constitut ional ly  had to 
pay the e m ployment tax i n  Manitoba, do you remember 
that series of q uestions that was put? And d o  you 
rem e m be r  the b luster and the storm and the sheer 
prevarication, the m is leading and the deceit we got i n  
terms o f  answers, M r .  Speaker? Because i n  the event ­
and I ' m  sorry that the M i n ister isn't here today - the 
M i n ister has forgotten,  we haven't. We haven't forgot­
ten,  M r. Speaker, and I j ust want to refresh the memo­
ries of my honou rable fr iends opposite about the k i nd 
of concern that they g ive to answers that they g ive i n  
th is  House a s  contrasted against subsequent facts as 
they come out.  

M r .  Speaker, here was a q uestion o n  May 25t h .  I 
bel i eve it is ,  in Hansard and I ' m  reading from a photo­
graphed copy of it, q uoti n g  myself. Here's the q uote. 
Mr. Speaker: " I s  the M i n i ster of F inance tel l i n g  t h i s  
House that before e m bark i n g  u pon th is  n e w  f o r m  of 



taxat ion i n  Man itoba, he d i d  not secu re a written legal 
o p i n i o n  as to the constitut ional ity of the tax, is that 
what he is try i n g  to tel l  the House?" Then the M i n ister 
of F inance responded, Mr. Speaker. He started with 
the words:  "The Leader of the Opposit ion is again 
m u m bl i ng from h i s  seat after he has asked h i s  q u es­
tion for the fourth t i me."  I put that in so my honourable 
fr iends w i l l  k now. I d o n 't want to read al l  of t h i s  c lap­
trap and n onsense i nto Hansard agai n ,  but I want, M r. 
Speaker, to read i n  these words. Here's what the M i n­
ister of F inance, t h i s  icon of cre d i b i l ity, said to the 
House last year, this social ist who can be trusted so 
s u p remely by the people of M a nitoba: " E m ployers i n  
the province are pay i n g  their  fai r share. T h e  Federal 
Government has already i n d icated that it  i s  prepared 
to pay it .  They are not prepared to go to court to f ight 
us on it ,  so I bel ieve that the q u estion is thoroughly  
hypothetical ."  Now that's what  the M i n ister of F i n ance 
was tel l i ng us on the 25th of May last year. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let's turn to the Free Press of 
Saturday, October 30, 1 982, and what does the story 
by M ichael Doyle out of Ottawa have to say about 
whether the Federal Government had been asked to 
pay? Wel l ,  Ottawa, it 's datel i ne d ,  "The Federal 
Government i s  not pay i n g  Manitoba's 1 .5 percent pay­
rol l  tax because Manitoba has not made a request, 
sen ior  officials in the F i nance Department said yes­
terday. The 1 .5 percent payro l l  tax i ntroduced with the 
provi ncial  Budget appl ies to a l l  employers and was to 
have raised 70 m i l l ion t h i s  year from the federal pay­
rol l in Man itoba a n d  1 1 0  m i l l ion next year. Former 
F inance M i n ister Al lan MacEachen said earl ier th is  
year that the Federal Government has always taken 
the v i ew that i t  is not l i a b l e  to pay the the prov i n c i a l  
taxes. Officials said ,  i f  Manitoba does get aro u n d  t o  
aski n g  f o r  t h e  cash.  action h e r e  woul d  only fol low a 
Cabinet decis ion.  The Man itoba request would have 
to be recom mended to Cabinet by F inance M i n i ster 
Marc Lalonde. "The start i n g  point i s  a request from 
the province, the Federal off ic ia l  said. The Man itoba 
B u dget more or less assumed the Government woul d  
pay t h e  new tax without a request. That's not the way i t  
happens." 

Now, M r. Speaker, I ' m  talk i n g  about credi b i l ity. 
When I ' m  talk i ng about credi b i l ity, I 'm tal k i n g  about 
governments g iv i n g  honest answers i n  the House. M r. 
Speaker, and I ' m  sorry he's not here, but at the earl iest 
opport u nity, I want th is  i ncompetent M in ister of 
F i nance to be able to stand before the House and tel l  
us why he gave th is  answer on the 25th of May which,  
i n  accordance with what we hear from the Free Press 
from Ottawa, j ust doesn't pass m uster for the truth.  I 
t h i n k  that not only t h i s  House, but the people of 
Manitoba have the r ight to expect truthful  answers 
and the q u estion,  and it's a very serious q uest ion,  M r. 
Speaker, is whether we're gett ing truthful  answers 
from this col lection of people temporar i ly  in the Exec­
utive B ranch of Government across the way. A re we 
gett i n g  the truth from them on anything? People who 
h i de Q u a rterly Reports; people who won't cal l the 
Pres i dent of Man itoba Hydro because it  doesn't suit  
them; people who wou l d  sooner talk about freedom of 
i nformation than do anyt h i ng about it  when they have 
a respo n s i b i l ity to this House to g ive that i nformation 
to this House and to the people of Man itoba. 

M r. Speaker, there are other petty deta i l s ,  but I ' m  
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going to br ing one to the attention of the F irst M i n ister 
because I gave h i m  some personal advice a few years 
ago when our positions were reversed in the H ouse 
and when I saw t h i s  u nfortunate tendency o n  h i s  part, 
o n  d i fferent occasions,  to colour the truth or  to g ive it  
a certain mean i n g  that he knew it  d i d n't apply to. 

With i n  a matter of months,  we've had the Fi rst M i n is­
ter of this House say i n g  to the press when the O p posi­
tion wasn't a ro u n d ,  "Oh, aren't we a good b u n c h .  We 
d i d n 't reduce, but we d i dn 't take as big an i n c rease i n  
t h e  salary o f  t h e  Cabinet th is  year. I t 's  o n l y  a 6 percent 
i n c rease that the Cabinet are gettin g . "  I went to a 
press conference q uite openly and said ,  "How l o n g  
a r e  y o u  going t o  l e t  the F i rst M i n ister practice th is  k i n d  
of prevaricat i on ?" The Cabinet hasn't g o t  any salary 
i n c rease this year at a l l ,  but al l  of the M e mbers of the 
H ouse got a 1 O or 1 1  percent i n c rease. What he's 
conven iently doing to try to make his people look 
better i s  to say that they den ied themselves an 
i ncrease as Members of Cabinet.  That  isn't true.  A l l  
Mem bers o f  t h e  House took t h e  i n c rease a s  M e mbers 
of the House, but why woul d  he try to pass i t  off as 
though the Cabinet had only taken a 6 percent 
i n c rease? Why? That k i nd of petty prevarication is 
demeani n g  to the Office of Premi e r  and it  shouldn't  be 
p ract iced. I warned h i m  two or  t h ree years ago that he 
had t h i s  b i t  of a f law and that  he s h o u l dn 't try to 
practice it  as Leader of the Opposit ion .  I warn h i m  
again ,  M r .  Speaker, that it  demeans t h e  Office when 
he practices that k i n d  of shading of the truth and then 
when he's caught u p  i n  i t ,  stops doing it .  Wel l  we're 
going to catch h i m  u p  i n  it every t i me. We' l l  catch h i m  
u p  and,  M r. Speaker, I ' m  the f i rst t o  admit  it's a smal l  
matter but I suggest i t 's  a bothersome matter when 
peo p le try to pretend that someth ing 1s that isn't. 

Mr. Speaker, chal ked up agai nst the record of cred­
i b i l ity of t h i s  Government,  we need more and we need 
better. We' re in tough t imes, M r. Speaker. We've got a 
lot of people out there suffer ing a n d  they need honest 
answers from a Government and they need the i n for­
mation q u ick ly ,  and the O pposit ion,  if it's going to 
work with the Government, needs the i nformation 
q u ic k l y  too. I t  doesn't deserve, Mr. Speaker, in o u r  
parl iamentary system, t o  b e  treated w i t h  t h e  k i n d  of 
casual abuse that this Soc i a l i st Government feels that 
it can treat the Opposition i n  Manitoba: (a) we won't 
permit it ,  we won't to lerate it;  (b)  it's bad for the sys­
tem; and (c) they're going to d i g  themselves i nto a 
hole out of which they'l l  never get. 

So, M r. Speaker, I talk about cred i b i l ity regrettably 
because we have to talk about credi b i l ity to th is  
Government at th is  t i me, faced with the k ind of record 
that t h i s  Government is faced with in terms of what it  
prom ised to the people of Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, this penchant for selective memory 
about facts is somet h i ng we're going to watch very, 
very carefu l ly  d u ri n g  this Session,  long as it  may last, 
and for the rema i n i ng years of this Government's l i fe 
which w i l l  be about two-and-a-half  or th ree. 

M r. Speaker, the M i n ister of M i nes and Energy on 
the G ri d  negotiations, you reme m ber how he used to 
stand up in the House; and we' l l  be going i nto th is  
later ,  I can assure h i m .  We'l l  be goi n g  i nto i t  i n  great 
deta i l ,  so I want h i m  to be aware of it  r ight  now that 
when he stood up in t h i s  House and talked about the 
G r i d  negotiations,  a l l  was going wel l ;  a l l  was going 
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swim m i ng ly; noth i n g  to worry about at a l l .  We're 
going to begi n  to f i n d  out, Mr. Speaker, j ust when the 
crucial  breakdown on those negotiations took place. 
We've got a pretty fair idea right now and we're going 
to start comparing h is  statements to th is  House and 
statements he made to the P u b l ic U t i l it ies Committee 
with the facts. I hope, for h i s  sake, that the facts coin­
c ide.  I hope for the sake of the House they coincide,  
but g iven h is  record of credib i l ity I 'm going to reserve 
it  as an open q u estion unt i l  we f in ish o u r  review, and 
review it  we are doing at the present t i me. 

M r. Speaker,  I 've a lready told them, let us see that 
f i nal  offer that he made to the Governments of Saskat­
chewan and A l berta and we' l l  settle one q uestion of 
credi b i l ity r i g ht away, whether Fred C l everley's art ic le 
with respect to the hashed-up negotiations of the Grid 
and the f inal  embarrassi n g  recoup of t h i s  Government 
back to the position which we had left them with,  
whether that's true or  whether the statements made 
publ ic ly  by the M i n ister of M i nes and Energy are true. 
A s i mple answer - all  he's got to d o  is fi le the docu­
ment. We can al l  be the j u dges once we've see the 
document. 

Mr. Speaker, the f i na l  matter I'd l ike to deal with 
today comes under the headi ng of competence and I 
have been deal i n g  with that i n  some measure a l l  the 
way t h rough m y  remarks, about a Govr>rnment that 
has practiced deceit, a Government who·s credi b i l ity 
is very m u c h  i n  d o u bt,  and now we come to the f inal  
matter of competence. 

Let's talk a l itt le bit about competence of a Govern­
ment. Can there be any reasonable q u estion about the 
large projects? They were f u mbled away and proba­
bly fum bled away, Mr. Speaker, g i ve or take a few 
weeks or months,  i n  the early months of the a d m in is­
trat ion of these peo p le opposite. 

Mr. Speaker, I d o n 't k n ow i f  it's genera l l y  k nown o r  
n o t  a n d  I don't feel that I ' m  tel l i ng a n y  tales o u t  of 
schoo l ,  but I want the record to show, and the F irst 
M in i ster test i fied to th is  fact shortly after the chan­
geover in Government took p lace, we had arrange­
ments that were confirmed by letter and by action i n  
some cases, whereby a l l  outgoing M i n isters o f  the 
Conservative adm i n istration offered to br ief their  
i ncom i n g  successors. That took p lace i n  a n u m ber of  
i nstances; i ncomi ng M i n i sters met with the outgoi n g  
M i n i sters, and i n  the interests of con t i n u ity and t o  
support the p u b l i c  i nterest, that k i n d  of c i v i l  arrange­
ment is customari ly made between ret i r i n g  govern­
ments and incoming governments. 

The present M i n ister of Resources w i l l  recal l  back i n  
1 969 he was sworn a s  Attorney-General u nder the 
Schreyer Government,  and he and I had a long visit 
one afternoon in the Attorney-General's office and 
went over a n u m ber of the f i l es, a n u m be r  of the m at­
ters that were going to be carried o n .  That k i nd of 
civ i l ity was offered agai n  i n  1 98 1  but,  M r .  Speaker, 
u n l ess my i n formation i s  i n correct - and I stand to be 
corrected by the M i n i ster of M i nes and Energy, 
although I've heard from the other source - never once 
did he seek any g u idance, never once d i d  he seek any 
advice from the former M i n ister, the Member for R i e l , 
Don Craik ,  about the most important and crucial 
negotiations that had been carried on in th is  provi nce 
in t h i s  century.  Never sought one bit of advice at a l l ,  
M r. Speaker. 
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All I want to say, M r. Speaker, is that i f  that k i n d  of 
b u l l h eadedness and i f  that k i n d  of conceit,  i f  that k i n d  
o f  arrogance is what was motivat i n g  that M in i ster and 
h i s  i ncompetent Deputy d u ri n g  the negotiations when 
they attempted to p i c k  u p  the strings of negotiat ions 
of deals - i n  most cases they said they s h o u l dn't  have 
even been going on - then we k n ow where the respon­
s i b i l ity l ies for the loss of these thousands of jobs 
today to Manitobans; then the Natives of Northern 
Manitoba who should be clearing today land for the 
new L imestone site, then the retrained people from 
the m i nes who cou l d  be work i n g  o n  b u l ldozers a n d  
s o m e  of the other equ ipment a t  that site today, they' l l  
k now where t o  lay that blame, M r. Speaker - on th is  
Government,  but particu larly o n  that M i n ister. Then 
the u n e m p l oyed craft people i n  southern Manitoba, 
the carpenters, the cement workers - what about the 
70 la id  off  people at Canada Cement? What about 
them? I f  L imestone were starting in construction 
today as it  shou l d  be,  they woul d  have jobs at Canada 
Cement today. That's what I cal l  doing someth i ng 
meaningful  about u nemployment, gett ing someth ing 
going i n  th is  province; and L i m estone cou l d  be be 
go i n g  i f  it  hadn't been f u m bled away by the sheer 
i n co m petence of this Government. 

Mr. Speaker, I woul d  hate to have to answer to my 
conscience i f  I· were the Leader of this Government or 
i f  I were any m e mber of the front bench for that k i n d  of 
gross criminal  neg l i gence i n  the han d l i ng of p u b l i c  
affairs of o u r  provi nce. I wouldn't want to have t o  
answer to my conscience f o r  the rest of my l ife. I 
woul dn't want to walk anywhere near an unemploy­
ment insurance l i ne in this provi nce today. I woul d  go 
and hide my face i f  I were the M i n ister of M i nes and the 
Premier or  any of the other members of th is  Govern­
ment and say we fai led in our job. We fai l ed in the 
mandate that you gave us and because we fai led you 
haven't got a job today, and that can't be said about a l l  
o f  them, n o ,  but i t  can be s a i d  about several thousand 
Manitobans presently d rawing U I C  cheques who 
should be work i n g  for Canada Cement, who shou l d  
be work i n g  f o r  Man itoba Hydro, who s h o u l d  be work­
ing for general contractors in the G i l lam area; that's 
what can be said. 

When those people come to k nock on the M i n i ster's 
door or o n  the F i rst M i n ister's door, are they going to 
turn them away? What are they going to say to them? 
What excuse can they offer? Can they say, as they say 
in th is  House, we're doing not as bad as most other 
provinces, is that the k i n d  of thin g ruel they're going to 
offer them? How are they going to explain to them that 
they l ost it ,  that they lost the opport u n i ty for this pro­
vi nce to be b u i l d i ng northern Hydro projects t i l l  the 
turn of this century? How are they going to expla in  
that ,  not o n l y  to the u n e m ployed; how are they going 
to exp l a i n  that to the m i l l io n  p l u s  c it izens of t h i s  p ro­
vi nce? In one year, can you i magine it, M r. Speaker? I n  
one year t o  have com m itted that k i nd o f  g ross om is­
sion of responsib i l ity and of mandate. Then,  M r .  
Speaker, I don't k now h o w  t h i s  Government c a n  face 
the unemp l oyed, let alone frice t h i s  House with that 
k i n d  of a checkered record beh i n d  them . 

Competence - we' l l  spend the rest of th is  Session 
probably talk i n g  about competence because there 
isn't m uc h  of it o n  the other side. Large projects gone, 
and i f  competence is gone, is there any room for 
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p r i n c i p l e  i n  a Government? And that's what we've 
been tal k i n g  about in terms of credi b i l ity and all of 
these other matters. M r. Speaker. 

The Attorney-General of this prov i n ce countenan­
ces a H uman R i ghts Commission which is chaired by 
a law school col leag u e  of his who is also of the same 
pol it ical  stripe. What were those words that the 
Attorney-General used when he announced the 
appointment of M r .  G i bson? He said he wanted some­
one who thought the same way he d i d  or  words to that 
effect. something l ike that. 

Wel l ,  I noticed, Mr. Speaker. and there ' l l  be a m p l e  
opportun ity later i n  the Session to a s k  q u estions 
about this, I noticed that H uman R i g hts Comm i ssion 
of its own motion i n i tiated i n q u i ries i nto statements 
that were made by a J u st i ce of the Court of A p peal 
when there i s  al ready a tr ibunal  that is charged with 
that k i n d  of respons i b i l ity. I noticed that commission,  
u nder the b ri l l iant leaders h i p  of th is  fr ien d ,  col league 
and fel l ow socia l ist of the Attorney-Genera l ,  started 
an i n vestigation of its own motion almost i m m ed i ately 
after a M e m be r  of Parl iament was a l l eged by news­
papers to be m a k i n g  statements that the commission 
thought m i g ht have a racist overtone to them - of the ir  
own motion. They charged in  where fools wou l d  dare 
to tread, but they did i t  in two cases. 

If the Attorney-General were here I wou l d  be ask i n g  
h i m  today: Has h i s  p o l it ical  fr iend and l a w  school 
col league,  that g reat pervadi n g  legal m i n d ,  has he 
charged i n  already, as we woul d  expect based on 
those two precedents? Has he charged i nto the car­
toon that appeared i n  La L iberte the other day? Are 
they going to conduct a separate i nvestigation or  is 
that a selective k i nd of i n it iative that they use in the 
Human R ights Comm ission u nder th is  ben ighted 
leade rs h i p  of his col league and social ist friend from 
the U niversity of Manitoba Law Faculty. 

I ask it  as an open q uestio n ,  M r. Speaker. Are we 
going to see a H uman R ights C o m m i ssion prostituted 
i nto a form of Star C ha m be r  at the w h i m  of some law 
school appoi ntee who happens to be a left wing pol it i­
cal fr iend of the Attorney-General? Is  that what we are 
faced with now? 

I 'm ask i ng these q uestions because I t h i n k  they 
deserve serious answers. I read, M r. Speaker. with a 
great deal of concern - and there' l l  be ample opportun­
ity i n  the Attorney-General 's Est i mates to debate th is  
and debated it wi l l  be - I read with a g reat deal of  
concern the k i n d  of arrogant from on h i g h  "del ibera­
tion" that was made by the C hai rman of the H u man 
R i ghts C o m m i ssion with respect to the comments of a 
J ustice of the Court of Appeal . I read that and I won­
dered. am I l iving in Manitoba and in Canada in 1 982? 
What k i nd of a Star Chamber p rocedure is this? 

I think it's about t ime the people opposite, Mr.  
Speaker, started to rein i n  some of their  socia l ist 
friends over there who don't care as m u c h  about free­
dom as most of us.  I n d iv idual  freedom is something 
we cherish a g reat deal i n  t h i s  prov i n ce. I merely say, 
without gett ing i nto the substance of this k i n d  of 
debate at a l l ,  that i n d iv idual  freedom w i l l  be protected 
and it  w i l l  be appl ied equal ly in th is  province. If Human 
R i g hts Comm issions, notwithsta n d i n g ,  feel that they 
can go on some k i n d  of a n i g ht r id i ng escapade a n d  
i nvade the i n d iv idual  freedoms and l iberties of others, 
they too have another t h i n k  comi n g  and amendments 
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can and w i l l  be made to the ir  legis lation and to the ir  
legis lative authority so that Manitobans wi l l  not be 
subject to  t h i s  k i n d  of one-sided,  selective approach 
that appears to be the h a l lmark of t h i s  C o m m i ssion 
under the chairmanshi p  of the pol it ical fr iend of the 
current Attorney-General. 

So, M r. Speaker, I am ta l k i n g  sti l l  about credi b i l ity. I 
am tal k i ng about a Government that says it be l ieves i n  
freedom o f  i n formation,  that i t  bel ieves i n  ind iv idual  
freedom.  M r. Speaker, we are going to be chalk ing u p  
t h e  activit ies o f  t h i s  G overnment against a l l  o f  those 
pious hopes and posturings as we proceed in th is  
Session. 

Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, in general  s u mmary w ith respect 
to the overview of th is  Government.  I m u st say that it  is 
a Government that in one s hort year in office i s  reek­
i n g ,  and I use the verb advisedly.  It reeks of deceit; it 
reeks of m is leading the p u b l i c ;  i t  reeks of m a n i p u la­
t ion ;  i t  reeks of a lack of credi b i l ity; i t  reeks, M r .  
Speaker, of i ncompetence of a degree and k i nd sel­
dom, i f  ever, seen in the h i story of our provi nce. 

They can sit, Mr. Speaker, as contentedly as they 
wish, knowing that they don't have to go to the electo­
rate for another two-and-a-half  or three years, but go 
to the e lectorate sooner or  later they w i l l .  The tar­
n ished record that they present to the people of 
Manitoba based on the f i rst year alone is enough to 
deny them and thei r left-wi n g  fo l lowers office in t h i s  
province f o r  a generat i o n .  Losing the G r i d  a l o n e  was 
enough,  but couple that with a l l  of the other nonsense 
that's been going o n ;  the financial affai rs of the pro­
v i n ce in d i sarray, the spending of th is  p rovi nce l i ter­
ally out of contro l ,  people who talk about reprioriza­
tion and haven't the guts, M r. Speaker, to do anyth ing 
about  it ;  people  who see the C i v i l  Serv ice g row by 500 
or more in a year when everybody e lse,  the ones who 
are pay i n g  the b i l ls ,  people are being laid off in this 
p rovin ce ,  the taxpayers, and these people t h i n k  that 
it's proper to be h i ri n g  more people and put them on 
the p u b l i c  dole,  part icu lar ly their  fr iends, part icular ly 
the ones from out of province, part icular ly the Saskat­
chewanites who were turfed out of office in Saskat­
chewan.  their  social ist paladins,  the ones who move 
about the country work i n g  only for soci a l ist Govern­
ments and to h e l l  with the publ ic  i nterest. 

That's why, M r .  Speaker, we have a n u m be r  of 
O rders for Return ask i n g  about some of these i t iner­
ant gypsies who move about the cou ntry and who are 
nest l i ng comfortably now in the only social ist oasis i n  
t h e  country, save t h e  federal C i v i l  Service w h i c h  i s  
pretty wel l  i n fested w i t h  them a s  w e l l  u nder thei r 
fr iend,  the one that they prop and keep i nto office, M r .  
Trudeau. 

Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, I haven't even beg u n  to start to 
talk about the economy. I haven't even begu n  to tal k 
about the fiscal state, but there w i l l  be an opportun ity. 
I haven't beg u n  to do these t h i n g s  because, M r .  
Speaker. there a r e  so many th ings t h a t  n e e d  to be 
ta lked about  at th is  t i m e  and I am content that  my 
col leagues wi l l  be able to carry o n  and to g ive, as I 
have said before, chapter, l i ne and verse, an i n d i ct­
ment in those cases where it  is deserved of i n compe­
tence, lack of credi b i l ity, deceit, m is lead i n g  and 
m a n i p u lation in each and every department of t h i s  
Government. 

M r. Speaker, I merely say to the F irst M i n i ster what I 
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said to the Chamber of Commerce not too long ago. 
The Cham ber of Commerce apparently said that they 
wou l d  l i ke to have a trade m ission headed up by 
m e mbers of this Government to go over to E u rope and 
try to attract business to Manitoba. I suggested, M r. 
Speaker, and I say it here as wel l ,  that I don't t h i n k  that 
i s  a very good idea to send any of these peopl e  across 
the way in the Government outside of the province 
anywhere to try to tel l  anybody else about Manitoba. 
When they are q uestioned about what they're doing to 
the fiscal c i rc u m stances of the Province of Manitoba, 
it  occurred to me, and I'm s u re it  occurs to tens of 
thousands of others, that these fiscal typhoid Marys 
that we have in office at the present t i m e  are hardly the 
am bassadors that we should be sending abroad to try 
to attract any i n vestor to Manitoba or  to try to loan any 
money to government in Manitoba. 

These people,  M r. Speaker, who can't even look 
after the affairs of Manitobans; these who have a 
Leader who goes to Br it ish C o l u m b i a  a n d  tel ls the 
people of B rit ish Columbia that economic pol icy 
madness i s  what's wrong with the cou ntry. Here's 
what he said in that famous speech to Dave Barrett's 
soci a l ists. "Canada's federal econom i c  pol icies are 
noth ing short of economic madness and the i mpact 
they have had u po n  North A m ericans has been l ittle 
short of cr iminal ,"  Howard Pawley said Saturday. He 
said he doubts there w i l l  be much change unt i l  a New 
Democratic Party Government is e lected at the fed­
eral leve l .  

Wel l .  Mr.  Speaker, I want to tel l  my honou rable 
fr iend,  the Leader of the H ouse here,  that h e  had 
better not hold h i s  breath wait ing for a federal N O P  
Govern ment t o  be e lected i n  Ottawa or  he' l l  be b l ue i n  
the face a n d  s i x  feet u n d er. He'd better save h i s  breath 
to cool his porridge because the N O P ,  Mr. Speaker, if  
the truth be k nown , it i s  because Governments such 
as the Trudeau Government have been fol lowing the 
p h i losophy of the N O P  that we're i n  the k ind of trouble  
that we are i n  t h i s  country today. 

Mr. Speaker, aside from this  rather i nterest ing 
preoccupation of  the F i rst M i n ister to go outside of the 
provi nce and offer g ratuitous advice i s  someth ing that 
we're f i n d i ng very i nterest ing i ndeed. I guess some of 
the 24,000 u nemp l oyed wou l d  wish that he woul d  
maybe stay h o m e  a n d  pay attention to t h i ngs of a 
governmental nature here, rather than tal k i n g  to a 
bunch of left-wi n gers i n  B . C .  or at some labour u n ion 
meet ing i n  New Jersey or  wherever he goes.  -
( I n terject ion)- The d i stant voice, M r .  Speaker, from 
Scottv i l l e  u p  there, the one whose voice hasn't been 
heard and probably never w i l l  be heard in the Cabi net 
room ,  says, "What was I doing at a Reagan Conven­
t i o n ?" I went down, M r. Speaker, as an i nterested 
Canadian cit izen to watch the democratic process i n  
the U nited States a s  p racticed b y  the Rep u b l i can 
Party to see how they went about n o m inating a leader 
who later became the President of the U n ited States. 
Now, my honourable fr iend, he can go to a l l  of the 
n o m inating conventions for the NOP from now t i l l  the 
turn of the cent u ry and he' l l  never go to one where a 
Leader of the N O P  w i l l  subsequently be elected Pr ime 
M i n ister of Canada. I can guarantee h im that today. So 
I bel ieve i n  going to successfu l pol it ical conventions.  
He can continue going to the left-wing fa i l u res if  he 
wants. Notic ing,  Mr. Speaker, that the Attorney-
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General is back, I ' m  s u re he cou l d  g ive us some i l l u m­
i nation on other conventions that he's attended over 
the years that wou l d  be even more excit ing than some 
of the tame ones that the M e mber for l n kster goes to. 

Wel l ,  M r. Speaker - ( l nterjection)- yes. My honou­
rab l e  fr iend says he went to the IODE Convention and 
I s u p pose he sti l l  hasn't asked h i mself the q u estion as 
to why they put the defu m i gator on him before he 
went on the roof. 

M r .  Speaker, I come back to what I said at the outset 
of my remarks, that the m a i n  consideration of t h i s  
House a t  t h i s  t i m e  has to be the fa ltering economy o f  
t h i s  prov i n ce,  h a s  to b e  the 24,000 m o r e  u n e m ployed 
along with thei r brothers and their sisters who were 
u n e m p l oyed at the beg i n n i n g  of the term, the 50-
some-odd thousand people in Man itoba unemployed 
today, the h i g h est rate s i nce the Second World War i n  
an economy where, with agricu l ture sti l l  the centre­
p i ece - somet h i ng that is not wel l  u n d erstood by my 
honourable friends opposite - i n  an economy where 
they try to derive some satisfaction from the fact that 
the agr icu ltura l  statistics that appear in the g ross pro­
vincia l  product column are ones that are very, very 
m u c h  subject, as we a l l  k now, to condit ions of 
d rought,  to condit ions of flood and to other condi­
t ions or  acts of God over which no government has 
any contro l .  For them to try to d raw any comfort from 
the fact, as they apparently d o  in the Conference 
Board statistics with that large component being 
made u p  of agricu l t u ral  production in the prov i n ce, 
that that somehow o r  other i n d i cates that their  man­
date in office has been successfu l ly carried out,  that,  
M r .  Speaker, i s  the g reatest m i sapprehension of al l  
and to try to m is lead the people of Man itoba i nto 
bel iev in g  that they have some respon s i b i l ity and some 
d i rect control over that is probably one of the g reatest 
deceptions of a l l .  

Because the one e l e m e n t  of o u r  economy, M r. 
Speaker, and the b i g gest element that is the f u rt h est 
removed ph i loso p h ical ly from what my honou rable 
fr iends p ractise and bel ieve i n  i n  their envy r idden 
l ittle m i nds, the one element i n  o u r  economy that is so 
far removed from that is the agricu ltural  com m u n ity; 
the people who know about i n d iv idual  land owners h i p  
and i t s  v a l u e ,  the people who c h e r i s h  i n d iv idual  free­
dom,  the people who want a m i n i m u m  of government 
interference i n  thei r activit ies and so on,  the people 
who want the right to sel l  land to fel low Canad ians 
even though social ists may try to p ro h i b it that from 
t i m e  to t ime. So, M r .  Spear.er, when they try to derive 
some satisfaction from the fact that the agricultural  
com m u n ity is p roducing and producing wel l i n  th is  
fiscal year i n  Manitoba, then I say congratu lations to 
the farmers, but no thanks to th is  stum b l i n g  Govern­
ment opposite. Congratu l at ions to the farmers and to 
the basic producers because they know what they're 
doing.  

M r. Speaker, t ime does not permit any d i scussion of 
the core area f iasco that i s  being perpetrated by these 
people opposite, the u nwarranted intrusion by the 
M i n i ster of U rban Affairs i nto the affairs of the City of 
W i n ni peg. He's trying with his NOP candidate Deputy 
M i n ister whose term in office w i l l  be very short as wel l ;  
he's tryin g  with that fel low,  that person, t o  r u n  t h e  City 
of W i n n i peg from h i s  desk over here. You can't do it  
that way. I t  is antidemocratic to try to do it  that way. It  



Monday, 6 December, 1 982 

can't be done that way and,  M r .  Speaker, it won't be 
done that way. So I put h i m  on notice that he w i l l  be 
having to answer to t h i s  House for the k i nd of arrogant 
i nterdisposit ion that he is putt i n g  in p lace between the 
d u ly e lected cou n c i l lors of the C ity of W i n n i peg and 
their constituents. The central ization of the control of 
the C ity of W i n n i peg decision-making i s  not some­
th ing that should be run from over here; it  can best be 
run from the elected coun c i l l o rs of the C ity of 
W i n n i peg.  

M r .  S peaker, we l ooked i n  the T h rone Speech,  with­
out any answer, as to what is going to be the policy of 
this government with respect to the Hydro rate freeze. 
You rem e mber last year they tr ied to scuttle it  and 
then, at the last m i n ute the F irst M i n ister was rem inded 
that he had made another one of his "solemn" prom­
ises to the people of Man itoba in the Ste i nbach paper 
that h e  would not touch the rate freeze. Mr. Speaker, 
we all k now what motivates a change in the rate 
freeze. A change in the rate freeze is motivated p r imar­
i ly because of the nature of the C h a i rm a n  that has j ust 
been appointed by them of Manitoba Hydro.  The 
same Chairman,  Saul Cherniack,  who was M i n ister of 
F inance back in the '70s who made the i mprovident 
loans on behalf of Manitoba Hydro in Swiss francs, i n  
Japanese yen, i n  a l l  o f  the othe r  c urrencies w hich 
permitted him to travel about l i k e  Marco Polo.  Then,  
when we had to come to pay for  the deva lued Cana­
d ian dol lar  against those c urrencies, one of the t h i ngs 
that we were able to do to br ing about the rate freeze 
was to presume that a l l  of those exotic loans, largely 
e n g i n eered by Mr. Chern iack et a l ,  had been taken out 
in Canada. I f  they'd been taken out in Canada, there 
wou l d n 't have been the l oss. So the taxpayers of 
Manitoba, year by year, have been pay i n g  over to 
Manitoba Hydro the d ifference between what they lost 
in fore i g n  exchange from M r. C herniack and M r. 
M i l l e r's loans and the Canadian rate if they'd taken 
them out in the home m arket at the t i m e  and that's 
what brought about the rate freeze. 

O n e  reason they' re so anxious to get rid of the rate 
freeze, M r. Speaker, is th is ,  because the rate freeze 
stands as a v is ib le m o n u ment to their  f i nancial  i ncom­
petence, c i rca 1 970 decade. N ow, we've got lots of 
t h i ngs stand i n g  to thei r f inancial  i ncompetence, 1 98 1  
to 1 982, but they w a n t  to g e t  r id  of t h a t  last i c o n  from 
the '70s because that's a big e mbarrassment to have 
the Chai rman of Manitoba Hydro having to s u bscribe 
to a pol icy ,  M r. Speaker, the need for wh ich was lar­
gely b rought about by h i s  own i n co mpetent borrow­
ings.  That's why you've got a lot of concern on behalf 
of th is  Government and the Chai rman of liydro, 
because they don't want that m o n ument to thei r 
i ncompetence to rem a i n  i n  p lace. 

I k now how their t h i n k i ng goes, M r. Speaker. It 
doesn't matter particu lar ly  i f  t h i s  i s  good for the peo­
ple of Manitoba. In a period of h ig h  inf lat ion,  it  was the 
only t h i ng in Man itoba that was frozen, the only th ing 
that d idn't  r ise :  so the senior  c it izens, the people who 
are on welfare, a l l  of the others for  whom they c la im to 
have such a special com passionate part in thei r heart, 
all of those people were hel ped by that rate freeze and 
the p rovi n ce was encouraged in economic develop­
ment by being able to go outside of the provi nce and 
outside of the country and say, hey,  we've got  electric­
ity rates in Man itoba that are competitive with practi-
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cal ly any p lace in the world.  That was a good t h i n g ,  
but t h a t ,  M r .  Speaker, is a l l  for n a u g h t  with o u r  
narrow-gauged t h i nkers across the way, a l l  f o r  naught, 
because they don't want any testaments to the ir  
f inancia l  i ncompetence left  k i c k i n g  around.  So what 
are they going to do? Are they going to burn t h e  
Tritschler  Reports that were left? A r e  t h e y  going to d o  
that? Have t h e y  moved i n t o  the l i b rar ies y e t  to take 
those out of the l ibraries? Are they going to b u rn them 
all  j ust as they withhold q u arterly reports? Are they 
going to keep the president of Hydro from comi n g  
before t h e  P u b l i c  U t i l it ies C o m mittee, a l l  o f  these l ittle 
ruses and m a n i p u l ative t h in gs they do? Wel l ,  M r .  
Speaker, that k i nd o f  t i resome activity o n  t h e i r  behalf 
i s  j ust not i n  accordance w ith good p u b l ic pol icy and 
we s im p l y  won't  tolerate it .  We wi l l  te l l  the people of 
M a nitoba what they are u p  to. 

We d i d n't hear a word, M r .  Speaker, i n  the Throne 
Speech about the Assessment Review C o m mi ss i o n .  
T h e y  a r e  g reat a t  making statements about what they 
are doing or  not doing for educational f inancing.  You 
remember the statement of the M i n ister of Educatio n .  
S h e  said ,  we're g iv i n g  a 1 0.2 percent i n c rease i n  
g rants t h i s  year. Where d i d  the p o l icy come f r o m ,  M r .  
Speaker? She s a i d  that a s  t h o u g h  t h i s  was s o m e  n e w  
beneficence t h a t  was being conferred u po n  the peo­
p l e  of Manitoba out of the generosity of a socia l ist 
heart. Not so: it's part of a three-year pol icy that we 
brought i n  two years ago. - ( I nterjection)- Yeah, not 
so and, M r. S peaker, it  makes m e  wonder, when they 
come to deal with the Assessment Review C o m mis­
s i o n ,  why they haven't gotten on with some action 
with them. That matter was studied for t h ree o r  four  
years. Every m u n i c i pa l  person i n  Manitoba k nows 
action has to be taken. There is a resolut ion from the 
U ni o n  of M un i ci pal i t ies saying to this G overment, for 
God's sake do somethi n g .  Do somet h i n g ,  move.  The 
U n ion of M u n i c i pal it ies has to put u p  a stick to see the 
M i n ister move.  He's not doing anyt h i ng.  Now I say to 
the F i rst M i n ister, if  that is another M in i ster who can't 
funct ion,  get r id of him but, for God's sake, don't let 
the p u b l i c  i nterest of this p rovi nce suffer anymore. 
Get o n  with the Assessment Review because that 
affects educat ional  g rants. I t  affects the whole system 
of m u n i c i pa l  taxat ion in Man itoba and it  is too i m por-

. tant to be left to the f l i m  f lam m i ng and so on of the 
M e m ber for Ste.  Rose or  other m e mbers of th is  d is­
credited front bench. 

M r. Speaker,  I am concerned f i n a l l y  about the 
T h rone Speech in terms of a n u m ber of things that are 
not in it  and the n u m be r  of th ings that should  be in it .  
There is noth i n g  i n  the Throne Speech about easi n g  
property t a x  b u rden:  noth i n g ,  a s  I 've s a i d .  dea l i ng w i t h  
assessment: noth i n g  about offsetting the 1 .5 percent 
employment tax for m u n i c i pa l it ies; no lending p ro­
g ram for young farmers as Saskatchewan has done; 
n o  comm itment to wage settlements that taxpayers 
can afford; no strategy; no hope for the future; n o  
economic development p l a n ;  n o  t a l k  about t h e  f i n an­
ces of the provinces and the k ind of t rouble  they're 
gett ing us i nto with respect to credit rat ings and 
th i ngs of that sort, nothing l ike that at a l l .  

No,  M r. Speaker, b u t  there a r e  s o m e  warn i n g  s i g n s  
i n  that T h rone Speech and t h e  warni n g  s i g n s  are 
these: equity i nvestments in private companies through 
ven t u re capita l .  Watch out. Are we going to be gett i n g  
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more C h i n ese food companies, more Saunders A i r­
craft? At a t ime when we've got 50,000 to 60,000 peo­
ple u ne m ployed in Manitoba, we don't need a Mani­
toba Oi l  and Gas Exploration Company, M r. Speaker. 
We need the soc i a l i sts across the way to stay out of 
the oi l  f ields i n  Man itoba, to renew the royalty taxation 
and keep their  g ru bby hands out of an otherwise good 
development that's going o n  there. 

Mr. Speaker, we don't need M PI C  in l i fe i n s u rance 
and pension management. We s u re don't need that. 
We're one of the few provi n ces in Western Canada 
that has l i fe i n s u rance companies head-officed here. 
What are you doing,  g iv ing them a free t icket to move 
out? Because, M r. Speaker, for the benefit of that lone 
loon voice from the far reaches, the l ife insurance 
compan ies in Manitoba are big service e m ployers and 
there are several thousand peop l e  e m p loyed in Mani­
toba by the l ife i n s u rance companies today. By th is  
i n d i cati o n  i n  the Throne Speech that the Government 
is going to get i nto competition in the l i fe i n s u rance 
business, it's sayi n g  to those head office companies, 
hey, we are going to get i nto competition with you and 
g iven their track record with Autopac, with the general 
i n s u rance business, where they caused school d iv­
is ions,  m u n i c i pa l i ties, farmers who took loans to deal 
only with their l i tt le Crown corporat ion,  g i ven that 
track record, I wou l d  t h i n k  that the i nsura n ce and the 
pension m a nagement people i n  M a n itoba woul d  be 
very, very concerned about any i ntrusion by th is  
g ro u p  of i ncompetents, th is  g roup of people who can't 
even look after the mandate they've got to g ive good 
Government. My God, they're going to get i nto the l i fe 
insurance business. That's frighteni n g ,  M r .  Speaker. 

So, if  they cou l d  clean up thei r own act, i f  they could 
carry out the statutory respons i b i l i t ies for which they 
presently have a mandate, that woul d  be f ine. They 
can't even do that; but to add i n s u lt to i nj u ry,  they now 
say they're going to get i nto pension management and 
i nto the l ife i n s u rance business. Wel l ,  M r .  Speaker, 
we' l l  wait and see. That may j ust be a sop to the hard 
left of the party, to the loony fr inge which is becomi n g  
more p ro m i nent j u d g i n g  by s o m e  o f  t h e  i n terjections 
we hear i n  the House. 

I am concerned, Mr. Speaker, as I said before, about 
farm land owners h i p  and we are going to f ight to 
ensure that Canad ians can sti l l  buy farm land i n  
Manitoba because the Manitoba Chambers o f  Com­
merce want that. The Manitoba Farm B u reau wants 
that and i f  this i s  the Government that truly bel ieves i n  
l iste n i n g  t o  t h e  people o f  Manitoba, they w i l l  l isten not 
only to us,  but to the other groups in Manitoba who 
w i l l  be givin g  them good advice. I know they're l i sten­
i ng to the Man itoba Farmers U n io n ,  but the Manitoba 
Farmers U n ion does not represent the farmers of 
Manitoba. It represents the New Democratic farmers 
of Manitoba and there aren't many of them. 

So, M r .  Speaker, as I said before, I am concerned 
about two new departments of Government.  I ' m  con­
cerned about i n c reased p l an n i ng activity by t h i s  
Government. They can't l o o k  after t h e i r  o w n  activities, 
let alone plan for somebody e lse. I am concerned 
about i m p rovements to The C ity of W i n n i peg Act. 
What k i nd of i m provements? What k i n d  of consu l ta­
t ion? D i d  M r .  Kostyra talk to h i s  Deputy M i n ister? Was 
that the consu ltati o n  that took p l ace? I t h i n k  so. I am 
concerned, M r .  Speaker, about  ta lks for  i m prove-
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ments for M LAs. for talk about constituency offices. 
At a t i m e  when the taxpayers of Manitoba are going 
through one of the toughest econo m i c  periods in  their  
h i story, t h i s  i s  n o  t ime for soc i a l i sts to try to make 
th ings comfy i n  their  own private l ittle constituency 
offices paid for by the taxpayer and we won't permit i t .  
M r .  Speaker, somebody i n  t h i s  House is going to look 
after the taxpayers. We k n ow it  isn't going to be the 
people opposite, so we are going to have to d o  it .  

I am concerned, M r .  Speaker, about the talk in the 
T h rone Speech about publ ic f inancing of e lections 
a n d  there w i l l  be ample opportun ity to talk about that.  
Can you i m a g i n e  anyt h i ng more perverse? At a t ime 
when they are p resid i ng over one of the worst econo­
m ies t h i s  p rovin ce has ever see n ,  that they would have 
the g a l l  and the nerve to s uggest that the taxpayer 
s h o u l d  take the further b u rden and f inance the ir  p ro­
paganda garbage. O h ,  come o n ,  M r .  Speaker, s u rely 
they have to be foo l i n g .  We won't  permit that  either,  
and i f  it's brought in,  they' l l  be faced with the k i n d  of a 
fight that the Attorney-General has never even thought 
could happen in a Legi slature. So, M r .  Speaker, that 
k i n d  of c rass and i nsensitive statutory change w i l l  not 
be permitted by the O p posit ion.  

M r. Speaker,  a l l  pol it ical parties want to get out and 
raise m oney from the general  p u b l i c  and a l l  pol it ical  
part ies want to have that m oney g iven to them vol u n­
tari ly. I don't k now how somebody l i ke the Member for 
St. Boniface or  the Member for St. James can sit  in a 
party w h i c h  woul d  say that they wou l d  compu lsori ly 
take tax dol lars away from u nwi l l i n g  cit izens of Manit­
oba to confer it  in t u rn o n  the N O P ,  the Conservatives, 
the L iberals, the Comm u n ists, yes, on people who 
q u a l ify as electoral parties in Manitoba. Can't you j ust 
see it? The Comm un i st Party of Manitoba wou l d  nom­
i nate 57 candidates and thereby perhaps l i ne itself  u p  
s o  i t  could get taxpayers' d o l lars. Are we going t o  be 
fun d i ng s u bversion in this province ,  Mr. S peaker? 
They seem to be at home with some of the former 
members of that party but ask i n g ,  M r. Speaker, the 
taxpayers of this province to fund that k i nd of subver­
sive activity is another th ing .  It won't wash; it's i nsensi­
tive, it's crass and it  won't be permitted. 

Mr. Speaker, I c lose by thank i n g  you for the oppor­
t u nity to partici pate in t h i s  Debate, for the opportun ity 
to bring to your attention only a few of the vast array of 
o missions that this Government has been responsible 
for i n  only one year i n  office. I say,  M r. Speaker, that 
no Government in my recol lection in this province has 
ever - I said t h i s  last year - frittered away its m a ndate 
more q u ickly than has this Government. 

They're a Government, as I 've said,  S i r, which prac­
tices deceit and w i l lfu l  deceit in m isleadi n g  of this 
House a n d  of the people of Man itoba. They're a 
Government that has lost cred i b i l ity among the peo­
ple of Man itoba. They're a Government by and l a rge of 
i ncompetence, M r. Speaker, demonstrated i ncompe­
tence, whether you want to look at the Power G r i d ,  at 
the e m ployment tax or some of the other  perverse 
matters that they have i n f l i cted u pon the people of 
Manitoba in their  short term in  office. 

So, S i r ,  i t  is my d uty and my responsi b i l ity to move, 
seconded by the Member for Fort Garry, that the 
motion be amended by adding to it  the fol low i n g  
words: 

"But that this House regrets that the Government by 



m isleadi n g  the peop l e  of M a nitoba. by its lack of cred­
i b i l ity and by its i ncompetence, all of which has con­
tr ibuted to the suffer ing of our people brought about 
by the h i ghest u nemp l oyment and worse economic 
condit ions s ince World War I I  has thereby lost  the 
confidence of the citizens of  Manitoba." 

MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of N at u ral  
Resources. 

HON. A. MACKLING: M r .  Speaker, let me f i rst ind i­
cate my pleasure at  seeing you so comfortably located, 
good health,  and that we wish to cont i n ue .  We look 
forward to your j u dic ious i ntervention in debate to 
make s u re that a l l  s ides of the House respond to 
reasonableness. 

M r. Speaker, I'd l i ke to also congrat u l ate the Deputy 
Speaker and the Chairmen of Comm i ttees, the Mover 
and Seconder of the Address, for the excel l ence of 
their  contributions in t h i s  Debate. 

Mr. Speaker, it  i s  my i ntent to comment briefly u po n  
the words of the Leader of the O pposit ion . After a l l ,  I 
cannot comment on a l l  of h i s  words because as usual  
there were many.  I wi l l  leave a good many of the 
nonsensical statements to be rebutted by my col­
leagues, but I can't  resist deal i n g  with some. 

Fol lowing that, it's my intent, Mr. Speaker, to a l l ude 
br ief ly  to one major  pol icy thrust that  w i l l  be comi n g  
forward b y  my department and w h i c h  was a l luded to 
in the Speech from the Throne.  I n  conclusion.  Mr .  
Speaker. it  i s  my i ntenti o n  to i n d i cate my concern for 
the i rrat ional ,  destructive attack on reg u l at ion i n  
society. 

T u r n i n g  f i rst to the Honourable Leader of the O ppo­
sit ion,  M r. Speaker, I confess that for some t i m e  prior 
to today I looked in the annals of t h i s  House to reflect 
on what the Leader of the O p posit ion has said in the 
past. M u c h  to my amazement I foun d  that many of the 
words he used today were used by h i m  before. H e  
u s e d  the s a m e  k i nd of c l iches and I suggest that per­
haps for the B udget Speech that he get a new speech 
writer. 

You k now the expression about the t h i n  g ruel  has 
been used in a lmost every speech the honourable 
mem ber has made in the last several years but there 
has been an i m p rovement,  M r .  Speaker.  This t ime it 's 
McKenzian g ruel . T h i s  i n d icates the negative, carping 
attack of that former F irst M i n ister on McKenzie 
Seeds. That's the kind of i n n uendo,  M r .  Speaker,  for 
which the former Premier of t h i s  provi nce is famous 
for. H e  trots out those t i red c l iches about temporary 
trustees and so o n .  He k n ows how temporary was h is  
trustees h i p  i n  office. 

M r. Speaker, i f  I were to s u mmarize the contribution 
of the Leader of the Opposit ion I would say it  was a 
good workm a n l i ke, earthy speech but it was far too 
m uddy for th is  Chamber. 

M r .  speaker. there was a concern for account ing.  
Wel l ,  the people of th is  province d i d  that  account ing 
o n  Novem ber 1 7t h ,  a n d  the honourable m e mber i s  
smartin g  from it  si nce. H e  lect u red us,  Mr.  Speaker. o n  
account ing.  I wou l d  l i ke h i m  and h is  former col­
leagues to account on the debacle of the C h u rch i l l  
Forest I nd u stries. That was a mega project o f  another 

era. When mem bers of the New Democratic  Party 
s ittin g  in this House demanded i nformat ion,  M r .  
Speaker, a b o u t  that m e g a  project, there wasn't a word 
to be said, because after all t h ey coul dn't even d is­
c l ose the p r i n c ip l es that we were deal i n g  with . We 
could l e n d  them m i l l ions of dol lars b u t  we couldn't  tel l  
H e r  M ajesty's Loyal O pposit ion or  the c it izens of 
M a nitoba who we were dea l i ng w i th . That's the kind of 
account ing and freedom of i n formation that the 
honourable members practised when they were i n  
Government. 

Now they deem to lect u re us about account ing 
because they are not here and they can't  order  the 
Government to i n t roduce documents when they want 
them,  and they're frustrated, angry ,  petulant and s i l l y  
i n  t h e i r  comments. 

Mr .  Speaker, the honourable member talks l i k e  he's 
p laying footb a l l .  You k n ow, we f u mb l ed the bal l .  We 
f u mbled what bal l ?  They d id n't have a bal l .  Thank 
goodness, M r .  Speaker, they went to the people in  
t i m e  a n d  we d id n't have to p i c k  u p  a deflated bladder 
because that's al l  there was. They d i dn't have a set of 
s i gned documents. 

As a matter of fact, m y  col league, the M i n ister of 
M ines and Energy, fou n d  that a s h redder had been 
b u sy .  It wasn't j ust m ice; it  wasn't a t ra i ned series of 
a n imals that the former M in i ster had in his office. It 
was a very effective s h redder. Talk about consulta­
t ion,  ta lk  about leaving documentation - what docu­
mentat ion? There'l l  be much more to be said by my 
honourable col league about that .  Talk about  respon­
s ib le  government,  talk about deal i n g  frankly with the 
affairs of state, what my honourable friends d o  is 
s h red it ,  M r. Speaker. That's how they deal with those 
problems. 

The Honou rable Leader of the O p posit ion talks 
about soc i a l ist froth and al l  that sort of t h i n g .  You 
would t h i n k  that by now he wou l d  have i nvented some 
new languag e  to use in this H ouse. No.  Then the 
Honourable Leader talks about post-secon d ary edu­
cation and health levy, a n d  he decries i t  and he reads 
from the C hamber of Commerce treaty. We l l ,  let's j ust 
ask, M r. Speaker, what woul d  he do w ith the deficit 
that h e  left? What tax wou l d  you i mpose? Oh, no,  they 
won't come u p  with any respon s i b l e  answer, M r .  

· Speaker, because a l l  t h e y  want to d o  is cr it icize i n  a 
most negative way. 

Mr. Speaker, it's less than a year ago that we were i n  
t h i s  Chamber, a n d  w e  were i n  t h e  comm i ttee roo m ,  
a n d  h o w  many of h i s  col leagues i n  their  remarks d u r­
i n g  Estimates, my Est i m ates. said what about spend­
i ng here? What about spending there? How about 
more of t h is? How about more of that? They talk ,  M r .  
Speaker, about accounting;  they have the gal l t o  talk 
about deficits.  My word, M r. Speaker, we'd be m u c h  
deeper i n  deficits i f  we accepted the k i n d  o f  construc­
tive advice they g ive across the way. 
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You k n ow,  M r. Speaker, one of the most trouble­
some t h i ngs though in l isteni n g  to the Honourable 
Leader of the O p posit ion speak is the k i nd of i l l ness 
and i n nuendo that's in h i s  language. He q uestions the 
backgroun d  and the p h i losophy of the members 
opposite. Is there someth ing wrong with my back­
g round? I am proud of the fact that my parents l ived 
here and came here. My father came from the o l d  
country and I ' m  proud of t h e m ;  I ' m  proud of my back-
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g ro u n d .  For any i n n uendo or smear about the back­
g ro u n d  of people in this party is u n beco m i n g  of the 
Leader of the O pposit ion.  

He talks, M r. Speaker. about the looney fringe at 
conventions. M r .  Speaker, you k n ow, I think the 
honourable members s h o u l d  reflect on some of the 
members in their  party. I won't talk about members 
that are no l o n ger with them. They can reflect on that, 
but I won't cal l members of a pol i t ical party looney. I 
respect those i n  society who stand up and take pol it i­
cal action whether they be L iberals, Conservatives, 
Com m u nists or  New Democrats. I respect pol i t ica l  
act ion.  I don't decry pol it ical  act ion a s  t h e  honourable 
members there do.  They're afra id  of pol i t ical action 
and democracy. They very seldom have conventions, 
M r .  Speaker; they only have them when they desper­
ately need some new leader. - ( I nterject ion)- That's 
r ight.  

M r .  Speaker, then the Honourable Leader of the 
Opposit ion a lmost with,  wel l ,  h idden g lee talks about 
the desperate t imes and talks about the argument that 
was made to the Manitoba people at the t ime of the 
last election when we i n d icated that we could turn the 
economy around. N ow, M r. S peaker. the people of 
Manitoba had witnessed fou r  years of a Government 
that del i berately t urned off i nvestment in this pro­
vince. - ( I n terject ion)- Oh, wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, the 
honourable members profess i g norance of that. They 
k n ow the k i n d  of s las h i ng they d i d  in the C i v i l  Service; 
they k n ow the k i n d  of turnoff they made of the econ­
omy in this province. They k now what happened. 

Mr. Speaker, when the Honourable Leader of the 
O pposit ion talks about the situation we face today 
and the loss of jobs, it's as if  time has stood sti l l  in that 
pol it ical  party, and I suggest that's rea l ly what has 
happened. You k now, in the late 1 950s there was a 
breath of fresh a i r  i n  the Progressive Conservative 
Party. There was a Leader and they were cal led Red 
Tories, but they've d i sappeared. Ever s ince Duff Rob­
l i n  left the scene there has been a stale,  acrid,  rea l ly 
stereotype form of t h i n k i n g  i n  the Progessive Conser­
vative Party. They have lost a l l  progressivity. So when 
they reflect on the condit ion of the t i mes, it 's as i f  
noth i n g  h a s  happened s ince November 1 7th .  Yes, 
there's been a change of Government. but a l l  t h rough­
out the world economies are down. It's not j ust that 
the m i nes are closed in Manitoba. They're closed i n  
S u d b u ry: they're c losed a l l  over t h e  world . -( I nter­
jectio n ) - This yammerin g  member opposite m ust 
k n ow, M r. Speaker. that the world economy is i n  
d i sarray. 

M r. Speaker. when they went to the people in 1 977, 
they said they were going to f i re u p  the engines of 
p rivate enterprise in the economy. Everyt h i n g  was 
going to g row in Manitoba. We k now what happened ­
the worst t h ree or four years i n  t h i s  provi nce's h i story, 
and the peop l e  left Man itoba to go elsewhere to f i n d  
j o b s .  - ( I nterjection)- Yes, they're com i n g  back now, 
they're com i ng back now because here i s  an h onest 
open Government that does consu lt with the people. 

You k now. M r. Speaker, I am afraid that the Honou­
rab l e  Leader of the Opposit ion has a g u i lty m i n d .  He 
always i mputes motives that there hasn't been a doc­
u ment p laced before the Assem bly,  that someth ing 
sleazy is going o n .  That's an i n d ication of a g u i lty 
m i n d ,  Mr. Speaker, and the Honourable Leader of the 
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O p posit ion exposes his t h i n k i ng when he suggests 
that. 

Then,  M r .  Speaker, I f ind the most regrettable t h i ng 
of a l l  is when the honourable member comments 
u po n  the l i ves and attitudes of people who are not i n  
t h i s  Chamber a n d  cann ot therefore defend or  attack 
h i s  s u b m i ssions. Part icu larly is it  d i scomfort ing to me, 
M r. Speaker, when he talks about c iv i l  servants as i f  
they're creatures comi n g  from another p lanet, that 
they're not i n vited here, that there i s  somet h i n g  wrong 
with them. M r. Speaker, I w i l l  never in this C ha m ber 
crit icize any civ i l  servant no matter where he comes 
from i f  h e  i s  doing h is job here and he's loyal to t h i s  
prov i n ce. So for those members opposite to i n d ulge i n  
that, I t h i n k, i s  just terrible. 

To suggest, M r .  Speaker, that the member0 oppo­
site h ave not engaged people from other j urisdictions 
- I don't want to name names - but we have - wel l ,  let's 
j ust comment for a m i n ute. What happened to their 
col league, M r. Craik? Where is he? S h o u l d  I condemn 
h is  i nvolvement i n  Saskatchewan? Should I condemn 
the i n volvement of Derek Bedson i n  Saskatchewan? I 
won't, M r. Speaker. I f  they have somet h i ng to contrib­
ute i n  that p rovince, good l u c k  to them, but for the 
Leader of the Opposit ion,  a n d  I hope none of his 
col leagues emulate that, to stand i n  th is  Chamber and 
condemn people who are employed i n  the Civi l  Ser­
vice in t h i s  Cham ber, let them do it outside if they w i l l ,  
but don't enunciate that crap i n  here. - ( l nterjection) -

M r. Speaker, a s  I have i n d icated, there i s  m u c h  i n  
what the Honourable Leader o f  the O pposition has 
said that w i l l  provoke the attack of my col leagues and 
a deserv i n g  attack o n  what I t h i n k  was u ncal led for 
vitr io l i c  m isleadi n g  debate, aspersions of character 
that I t h i n k  are u n beco m i n g  of someone in th is  
Chamber. 

Let me now, M r. Speaker, therefore turn to another 
matter much m o re positive in my m i n d  and that is 
you'l l  rec a l l  that in the f i rst Session of this Leg islat u re, 
I a l luded to my concern in respect to the preservation 
of the q ua l ity of water in t h i s  p rovince, a resource that 
i s  so essential to l ife. A lthough,  Mr. Speaker, we are 
rather comfortable in the plentitude of this resouce i n  
Manitoba, w e  m ust nonetheless ensu re the continued 
protecti o n  of c lean and good water. Accordi n g ly, M r .  
Speaker, a t  t h i s  Sess i o n ,  I w i l l  be i ntrod u c i n g  a Water 
R ig hts Act, the purpose of which w i l l  be to provide 
reasonable regu lation of this essential resource i n  
order to ensure its protecti o n .  

M r .  Speaker, you w i l l  n0te my emphasis o n  reaso­
nable reg u lat ion.  Wh i l e  the evaluation of reasonable­
ness is h i g h l y  subjective, s u rely i t  shou l d  be poss i ble 
for a l l  who evaluate to agree that any reg ulation 
should be i n  clear, concise, s i mp l e  language d i rected 
and focussed sharply to provide read i l y  ascertainable 
l i mits to the activity being def ined and be recogn ized 
by the majority of the electorate in a democratic 
society as being usefu l .  Regu lations w h i ch are 
designed to be helpful  and p rotective of the common 
good m ust be recogn ized and accepted as reasonable 
i f  they are to be effective and worthwhi le. There can be 
n o  q uarrel by anyone, anywhere, anytime, about the 
ongoing concern to review and test the con t i n u i n g  
need f o r  a n y  g iven l a w  or reg u lat ion i n  society. 

So it  was, M r. S peaker, that a New Democratic Party 
Government in t h i s  provi n ce establ ished the Law 



Reform Comm ission. What troubles me today about 
regulation in our society i s  that some d emagogues, 
who to me at least appear to be 1 9th century economic 
retreads ,  bel ieve that i t  i s  not o n ly popular but accep­
table to heap b l a nket cr it ic ism on the extent and role 
of reg u lation in our society. I f  there is a reg ulation of 
Government that a crit ic with in  or  outside Parl iament 
or  th is  Legis lature can identify and establ ish as having 
outl ived its usefu lness. that i s  one thing.  However, 
some wou ld-be r ight-w i n g  stars of the national  pol it i­
cal league are making considerable noise i n  declama­
tion that we are overregu l ated and condemn a l l  
manner o f  regu lation i n  society and i m p l y  that a return 
to freer, u n fettered business endeavours would,  l i ke 
yeast, leaven the loaf of commerce. 

The truth, M r .  Speaker, i s  that from the beg i n n i ngs 
of the so-cal led i n dustrial  revol ut ion i n  the 1 800s, it  
became essent ia l  for government to legislate and reg­
u late g reater j ustice i n  the workplace and i n  the mar­
ketplace. I n  recent years in the U n i ted States, it  had 
become popular to talk about deregu lating transpor­
tation and the f i rst i n dustrial  v ict im was the U .S .  a i r  
i n d ustry. The consequences, M r .  Speaker, of broad ax 
reg ulation change in the U . S .  a i r  i n dustry has not 
occasioned j ust a l itt le b l ood l ett i n g ,  but rather has 
resulted in massive d i slocations and fai l u res. Deregu­
lation of the a i r l i n e  and trucking i n dustries in the U . S .  
is fol lowing a predictable pattern of result .  F i rst, t h e  
smal l  and m i d d l e-sized companies col lapsed because 
of predatory price wars. Smal l towns of low volume 
activity lose the services of a carrier. Then a further 
consol idation br ings down more of the larger com­
panies. The p r i ce war stops. A few large, powerful 
companies have been enabled to r ide out the storm. 
Smal ler  centres lose eco n o m i c  v i ab i l ity because of 
reduced transportation and so the horror story con­
t i n u es .  S u rvival of the f ittest? Maybe. Maybe only the 
fittest f inancial ly .  

I wou l d  l i ke to q u ote, M r .  Speaker, from an editorial 
entit led "Law Versus Theory" in the J u ly 5, 1 982 edi­
tion of the Transport Topics,  the national newspaper 
of the trucking i nd ustry. Here is the q uotat ion,  "Take, 
for example,  the case of H e m i n gway Transport which 
c l osed its doors J u ne 1 9th because of a strike. The 
major reason why the company could not meet the 
u n i on's national contract was deregu lation accord i ng 
to the company's president.  H e m i n gway had out­
standing productivity, low maintenance costs because 
of new equipment, a low claims ratio and had i n c reased 
its freight  h a u l i ng d u ri n g  the recessi o n .  The company, 
however, could not s u rvive the rampant rate cutt ing 
sweeping the i n d u stry and c losed its doors. So much 
for  s u rvival of the fittest." There's the end of  the q uote. 

M r. Speaker, I know that some Tories in Govern­
ment are u ncomfortable with any regu lation of the 
economy. Some of o u r  fr iends opposite are of that 
view. They find m i n i m u m  wage controls d istastefu l  
and regu lation o f  the private sector general ly  offen­
sive to their  1 9th century la issez-faire economic t h i n k­
i n g .  I reca l l ,  M r .  Speaker, that it was a New Democratic 
Party Government that, through a change in the law of 
reg u l at ion,  made the payment of wages the h i ghest 
pr iority in the event of a business fai l u re.  In the brief 
t i me our fr iends opposite were G overnment, M r. 
Speaker, they weakened that p riority. Now, we w i l l  
restore it  i n  legislation that my col league, t h e  M in i ster 
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of Labour, w i l l  be br ing ing forth at this Session.  
M r. S peaker, I bel ieve that the old say ing,  "actions 

speak louder than words," i s  appropriate i n  reference 
to that change in pr ior it ies of that cold cal l ous g ro u p  
over there. Having said that, however, I m u st a d m i t  to 
being an eternal optimist. I sti l l  bel ieve that our fr iends 
opposite can be persuaded to move back i nto the 20th 
century in the ir  t h i n ki n g .  There's n o  doubt in my m i nd 
that g iven the d iffi c u l t  f inancial t imes i n  w h i c h  we l ive, 
i t  w i l l  be m o re d iffi c u l t  for our Government to launch 
new programs, but we w i l l .  

The role that c a n  be p l ayed by a responsive a lert 
Opposit ion i s  to provide specif ic cr it ic ism as to where 
they see program changes requ i red. W h i le I d o u bt 
that o u r  fr iends opposite w i l l  heed my advice, I 
bel ieve, M r .  Speaker, that the electorate w i l l  g i ve them 
h i g he r  marks i f  they provide specif ic constructive 
advice rather than retreati n g  into b l a nket i l l-def i n ed 
crit icisms. 

I ,  therefore, M r. Speaker,  appeal to them t h ro u g h  
y o u  that g iven t h e  near d isaster state of the world 
economy, g iven the need for al l  peo p l e  of good w i l l  to 
u n ite to h e l p  each other in d ifficu l t  t imes, I appeal to 
them to be constructive in their  c rit ic ism.  

M r .  Speaker, the test of the worth of any endeavour 
of h u m a n k i n d  is not when the going is easy; rather  it  i s  
when t h e  going i s  hard.  T h e  social  democrat ic  o r  
democrat i c  soc i a l ist movement i n  Canada h a d  its 
beg i n n ings at another t i m e  when capital ist society 
was ree l i ng .  It i s  or  can be a propit ious t i me for dedi­
cated people to move courageously forward to a m o re 
j ust, a fai r, m o re egal itarian society, a society m o re 
equ a l ,  a society more compassionate, a society m o re 
lovi ng,  a society of g reater d i g n ity a n d  j ustice. These 
are our goals. U ndeterred by the s l ings and arrows of 
u n t h i n k i n g  or  u ncaring foes, we carry o n .  

M R .  SP EAK E R :  O rd e r  p l ease.  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  
M e m ber for St. Norbert. 

MR. G. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by 
the Honourable M e m be r  for T u rt le  Mounta i n ,  that 
debate be adourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Health.  

HON. l. DESJARDINS: M r .  Speaker, I ' d  l i ke to move, 
seconded by the Honou rable Member of N at u ral 
Resources, that the House be now adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried and t h e  H o u s e  
adjourned a n d  s t a n d s  a d j o u r n e d  u n t i l  2 : 00 p . m .  
tomorrow afternoon (Tuesday). 




