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THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

MR. SPEAKER: On the proposed M otion of the H o n ­
o u rable M e m be r  f o r  The P a s ,  the H o n o u rable M e m ber 
for Pembina has 26 m i nutes rem a in ing.  

The H o n o u rable M e m ber for Pembin a. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you,  M r .  Speaker. I would l i ke 
to tak e  th is  opportu n i ty to i n fo r m  you that I have been 
designated as the spokesman for the Official  O pposi­
t ion o n  this matter, Mr. Speaker 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder, please. I wonder i f  the M i n ister 
would excuse me a m o m e n t  whi le  I del iberate with the 
Deputy C lerk of the H o u se. 

HON. ROLAND PENNER, Attorney-General (Fort 
Rouge): M r. Speaker, before you m a ke your  r u l i n g ,  
y o u  presumably would probably have d r a w n  t o  y o u r  
attentio n ,  R u le 33(2 ) ,  a n d  I would a s k  that you make 
you r  r u l i n g  o n  the basis of that R ule.  The m e m be r  
hav i n g  risen a n d  spoken as a n  o rd i nary m e m be r  with­
out prior notice to you, as one designated in the 
capacity he now claims for h imself, can't switch 
h o rses in m i d -stream and I wou l d  ask that you r u l e  
that he complete h i s  remarks as he began t h e m ,  that is  
as an ordinary member of the H ouse. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rable M e m ber for Virden 
on the same point. 

MR. HARRY GRAHAM (Virden): O n  a point  of order, 
M r. Speaker, I th i n k  it's very u nfair  to this Assembly for 
the G overnment  H o u se Leader to order you to make a 
r u l i n g  o n  s u c h-and-such a r u l e. That is the preroga­
tive of the Speaker to make his r u l ings accordi n g  to 
the R ules of this Assembly. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rable H ouse Leader. 

MR. PENNER: I ask that you make your  r u l i n g  hav i n g  
d rawn you r attention t o  that R u le. I t  w i l l  never b e  m y  
role a s  i t  h a s  been t h e  role of s o m e  m e mbers o p posite, 
to try to order the S peaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: I thank the two members who have 
spoken to the Point of O rder and I would d raw the 
H o n o u rable Member for Pembi na's attention to R u l e  
33(2)(a)  w h i c h  h a s  been q u oted which does req u i re 
that prior notice of the desig n ation be g iven to the 
Speaker in advance of a m e m ber spea k i n g  on behalf 
of the leader of a party. The fact that the Member for 
Pembina started speaking this afternoon at approxi­
mately 5:15, it would be my ruling that the member did 
not give the prior notice required by o u r  rules. The 
m e m ber then is  restricted to 40 m i nutes, and he has 26 
m i nutes remain i ng.  

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you. Mr. Speaker, I apologize 
for n ot g iv ing you that prior notice. 

M r. Speaker, as I wou n d  off at 5:30, I was i ndicatin g  
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the f i rst and foremost fai l u re that the F irst M i n ister w i l l  
d e e m  o n  Manitobans a s  a resu l t  of t h e  T h r o n e  Speech, 
and that being that my government is com mitted to 
protect ing the family farm, i nto the rural valu es which 
help shape this province. N ow I noted a s i n g ul a r  lack 
of reaction from the newly elected m e mbers in  the 
backbench,  and,  M r. Speaker, I f i n d  that m ost encou­
ragi n g  because that means to m e  that the newly 
elected m e m bers in the bac k bench of the Govern­
ment i ndeed are the objective ladies a n d  gentlemen 
that we expect them to be, that they have not had their  
m inds m ade u p  by the m e mbers of the frontbench, on 
the Treasu ry Bench, o n  the matter of revertin g  MACC 
b a c k  to state o w n e rs h i p  rather than l o ng-term 
m o rtgages. 

B u t, M r. S peaker, the tren d  is  sti l l  very alarmi ng.  We 
see the M i n ister of Natural Resources d iscont i n u i n g  
C r o w n  land sales. We see i l l usions b y  t h e  M i n ister o f  
Agr icultu re that, i n d eed, he w i l l  g o  t o  that state farm 
program and I want to ask, on behalf of rural M a n i to­
bans, the members of the backbench of the govern­
ment to stand up to your Treasury Bench and not 
allow that to h appen. You people have the future of the 
fam i ly farm i n  y o u r  hands,  a n d  if you entrust it to some 
of your Treasury Bench m e mbers, you wil l  have fai led 
the fami ly farm owners a n d  future generatio n s  of fam­
ily farms in the P rovince of M a n i toba. S o  the weight is  
heavy i ndeed u p o n  your shoulders, faced with the 
k i n d  of bent  a n d  trends that  have been demonstrated 
in the term of office of some of your Treasury Bench 
M e m bers from 1 969 to 1 977. A nd, M r. Speaker, I offer 
a n other chal lenge to the members in the back bench 
of the new government. D u ri n g  the electio n  campaign 
I had o p portunity to be o n  the Peter Warren show with 
the M i n ister of F i nance. N ow in  that  part icular  d i sc u s­
s i o n  the M i n ister of F i n ance a n d  myself had, we were 
spea k i n g  as spokesmen for o u r  respective parties; 
that was confirmed in advance of that phone-in pro­
g ram. And d u ri n g  that program the now M i n i ster of 
F i n ance d istinctly said that his government, h is party, 
had no i n tention,  M r. Speaker, of b r i n g i n g  i n  s u cces­
sion d uties a n d  g ift taxes in the taxation regi m e  of 
M a n i toba. That, M r. Speaker, was a c o m mitment that 
the M e m be r  for Rossmere made on behalf of the N D  
Party d u ri n g  the election campaig n .  

N ow, M r .  Speaker, here is  t h e  second chal lenge to 
the m e mbers of the opposition bac k bench. Their  
Treasury Bench w i l l  - a n d  there has a l ready been 
some waverin g  by the M i n ister of F in a n ce about s u c­
cession d u ties a n d  g ift taxes - br ing those i n  with i n  
the next four  years i n  an effort t o  g lean reven ues from 
the fam i l y  farms of Man itoba, a n d  I want you, lad ies 
a n d  gentlemen i n  the backbench who have numbers 
control over your Treasury Bench you can rule 
them down any time you want and never forget it -
remember the line that "my government is c o m mitted 
to protecting the fami l y  farm." Do n ot let your  M i n ister 
of F inance br ing in succession duties and gift taxes, 
because if you do there are four members that are 
particularly vulnerable in rural M a n i toba. One is the 
MLA for Gi m l i ,  the othe r  is the MLA for The Pas, the 
M L A  for D a u p h i n  a n d  the M L A  for Springfield. I 
al most forgot about the young fellow over there - -
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( I nterjection) - - and I t h i n k  the Premier has probably 
forgotten about h i m  too. But, Mr. Speaker, those four 
members have the honour and the d istinction of being 
i n  this House as a result of defeati ng Conservative 
candidates. I ask them, now that they are so euphor­
i ously applauding my last statement, when your M i n­
ister of F inance contemplates bri n g i n g  in succession 
duties and g ift yaxes, go out and talk to your farm 
population that I don't th i n k  helped to elect you, but 
ask them what they th i n k  about succession duties and 
g ift taxes and how they will  preserve the family farm 
when they are rei n stated, and gentlemen and ladies, if 
you have the constitutional fortitude you will resist 
any effort by your M i n ister of F i nance to bri ng i n  
succession duties and g ift taxes. 

The Member for St. Rose, the Member for Lac du 
Bonnet and the M e mber for the I nterlake have already 
been through that regi me. They i mposed them, they 
kept them and they were destroyi n g  the family farms 
because they d i d n't care; they have nothi n g  to lose. 
But you four gentlemen do have a lot to lose i f  you 
allow your govern ment to bring in succession duties 
and g ift taxes. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Member for Turtle Mountain 
had a very i n terestin g  p hilosophical treatment of 
socialism ton i g ht and we got i nto som e  of the things 
which,  a n d  I just want to once again put o n  the record 
that Mr. Pawley, the then Premier, said in the January, 
1982 W i n n i peg Magaz i n e  article that "I  consider 
m yself a socialist." Now socialists don't believe in the 
r ight to own property, and,  Mr. Speaker, the reaction 
you see is, o h  golly, and great d istai n  and everyth i n g, 
but, Mr. Speaker, the proof is in the pud d i n g  i n  
Ottawa. The New Democratic Party i n  Ottawa, com­
bined with the other socialist party i n  Ottawa, the 
L iberals, defeated an amendment which would have 
entrenched in The Charter of R i ghts, the r ight to own 
property. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order please. Would the 
members g ive the h onourable member who is  speak­
ing the courtesy of the audience. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Speaker, the N . P .  Party in Ottawa 
combi ned to defeat the r ight to own property as an 
entrenched r ight i n  The Canadian Constitution. They 
were followi n g  their socialists beliefs. Now I can 
understand som e  hesitation in the backbench. If you 
don't consider yourself to be a socialist, then fine, 
adm i t  it. There is nothi n g  the matter with d isguising 
New Democratic beliefs with socialism and saying, 
' ' I 'm a New Democrat but I ' m  not a Socialist." You'll 
probably have more Manitobans appreciate you by 
not saying you're a socialist than saying you are. But, 
Mr. Speaker, we have got a govern ment that1 is going 
to go to state owners h i p  of farm lan d ,  a n d  you k now, 
ladies and gentlemen, we could agree with that i f  you 
could demonstrate one socialist country i n  the world 
where the state owns the land that is capable of feed­
i ng themselves. Can Poland do it? Can USSR do it? So 
before your M i n i ster of Agriculture takes M ACC i nto 
the State Farm Program,  do a little research and 
oppose that move by your M i n ister of Agriculture, and 
oppose the move by your M i n ister of Natural Resour­
ces to d iscontinue Crown land sales. State ownersh i p  
o f  land has n o t  worked i n  the countries where it is  the 
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land resource ownership policy and it won't work i n  
Canada, a n d  i t  won't work i n  Manitoba. So i f  you want 
to be true to your constituents who elected you d o  not 
fall for the socialist jargonism from your frontbench 
on state owners h i p  of land ,  don't fall for that. Do not, 
gentlemen! and ladies, fall for that. 

Now, we have another very very i nteresting docu­
ment here where the Leader of the O pposition at the 
t ime, the Leader of the Manitoba New Democratic 
Party in his election campaig n ,  i n d i cated that ManOil  
and Manitoba Hydro were going to provide revenue to 
ensure no Manitobans lose their house. Well, one 
thing that he said i n  the back was, "That's a prom ise 
we can guarantee." What so far, the now Premier of 
the provi nce has guaranteed to Manitobans is that 
ManOil  will drain $20 m i ll ion away from i n terest rate 
relief to provide protection to farms, homeowners and 
businesses i n  danger of losin g  their  homes a n d  busi­
nesses because of h i g h  i nterest rates. It is  a prom ise 
that we can keep on this side of the House, that 
ManOil will take those necessary dollars away from 
the businesses, the farms and the homeowners who 
need them for i n terest rate relief and plough them i nto 
a socialist ideology. A n d ,  Mr. Speaker, that's f ine and 
dandy i f  you have lots of money i n  the Province of 
Manitoba; that's a wonderful th i n g  to d o  i f  you want to 
waste som e  money; but we have got very real needs, 
you have made very real com m itments to the people 
of Manitoba and you will break them to put money i nto 
ManOil,  $20 m illion that could save Manitobans from 
losi ng their homes, their farms and their businesses. 
So, Mr. Speaker, we k now that's a promise we can 
keep on this side of the House that they, in fact, will 
deprive needy businesses, needy farmowners a n d  
needy homeowners of i n terest rate relief. A n d  whilst 
I ' m  on the subject of ManOil  I would h i g hly recom­
mend to anybody who would care to read a recent 
article about a gentleman by the name of Joel Bell. 
Joel Bell is a very i n terestin g  character who has 
helped to formulate Federal Government policy i n  
such weighty m atters a s  energy and the formation of 
the Crown Corporation,  PetroCan, and here's the 
problem with Crown Corporations; Crown Corpora­
tions soon can get out of control, particularly if they're 
designed with a socialist bent and I 'll just draw one 
example of that,  that bei ng a comparison between the 
Saskatchewan Govemment I nsurance Company and 
the Manitoba G overnment I nsurance Company. 

Ours under four years of Conservative ad m i n istra­
tion provided better coverage, provided greater benef­
its, at a lower cost, employing fewer people; because, 
in Manitoba, we d id n't use the Crown Corporation,  the 
I n surance Corporation,  as an eternal retirement place 
for party hacks, which they have done in Saskatche­
wan and they Mlle twice as many employees, they 
have h i g her rates, lower benefits and a b i gger deficit. 

That's the danger of Crown Corporations and,  Mr. 
Speaker, we will watch the Manitoba Public I nsurance 
Corporation under the next four years that this govern­
ment is in place, and I will guarantee you that it will 
become an eternal retirement h o me for som e  of their 
party hacks because they're soon going to fill this 
build i n g  up, Mr. Speaker, and there's not going to be 
enough room i n  this build i n g  and i n  the Premier's 
office. So, they will move to Manitoba Public I n su­
rance Corporation and it's beyond the scrutiny of this 
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Legislature so we can effectively criticize them for 
doing so. 

Now they're going to set up another Crown Corpo­
ration,  namely ManOil, to do the same th ing,  Mr.  
Speaker; and do you k n ow what happened to ManOil  
under the terms and conditions of the Federal L iberal 
G overnment i n  Ottawa? Well, they made an excellent 
deal. They bought Petrofina shares which were trad­
i ng at a p proxi mately $65 per share for $120; and you 
k now what Mr. Joel Bell says about that? He says, 
that's cheap by com mercial standards, almost double 
the price, out of the scruti ny of Parliament, and that is 
what the Federal Conservative Party is  f ighting against 
right now and not being supported by the socialist 
party in Ottawa. They are will i n g  to let Petro Canada's 
o m ni bus energy bi lls g o  through to allow the Federal 
G overnment to run away with public expenditures, 
and that will happen i n  Man itoba. A n d ,  Mr. Speaker, 
the i mportant th i ng about the Petrofi n a  share pur­
chase is that the former Chairman, Mr. Morris Stron g ,  
w h o  was retired a s  t h e  Petro Canada Chairman a t  the 
ti m e  of that share purchase received a f inder's fee. 
Now bear in m i n d ,  Mr. Speaker, the f i nder's fee was 
paid to h i m  for payin g  almost double the market value 
for the shares that he arranged purchased for by 
PetroCanada. And you k n ow what h is f inder's fee 
was? 945,000 Canadian taxpayers' d ollars. That's the 
kind of pork-barrel that ManOil  will turn i nto, I guaran­
tee you, it'll be out of the scrutiny of this Chamber and 
that government will  use i t  as a plum for the socialist 
hangerson that they've got collecting around this 
build i n g .  That is  the danger and I want each and eve­
ryone of you to read this article and then make your 
own m i n d  up about ManOil  and the k i n d  of freewheel­
i n g  spen d i ng that it will get i nto. 

So, Mr. Speaker, the other t h i n g  that happens i n  this 
great little article of election promises by the Leader of 
the O pposition at the t i m e  a n d  now the First M i n ister 
of the Province, there is one very true t h i n g  on about 
page four, i t  shows a p icture of a man and I assume 
that this man must work for the Crown Corporation 
ManOil, because he has ManOil  on h i s  hardhat and 
you k now what he is doing,  Mr. S peaker. He's got his 
arms crossed and he's doing nothi n g ,  which I believe 
happens to most of the employees in ManOil. They 
will be a bloated bureaucracy d o i n g  n ot h i n g  at the 
expense of the taxpayers of Manitoba. 

There is  also, Mr. S peaker, one other very truthful 
th ing in this rather dubious group of election prom­
ises and quite unusual statements which are not going 
to stand the scrutiny of the public over the next four 
years. On about page six,  Mr. Speaker, I draw your 
attention to a p icture, an artist's conception of a Mani­
toba Hydro dam I assume on the Nelson R iver. There 
is one true t h i n g  with the p icture of a Manitoba Hydro 
dam and I want each and everyone of you to see it, and 
that is  that the water is  runn i n g  over the floodgates 
and not through the generators because there is over­
capacity in the hydro system ,  compliments of the 
Schreyer a d m i n istration from 1969-77. They overbuilt 
the system by 1200 megawatts, and today we have the 
great news from the M i n i ster of Energy and M ines that 
he blew another deal and O ntario is no longer going to 
be buy i n g  surplus power from M an itoba. So, Mr. 
S peaker, that caricature of a Manitoba Hydro dam is 
absolutely truthful in that election campaign. I t  is  one 
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of the few things that is true about it, the water is going 
over the floodgates and not through the generators. 

That brings me to the last point that I want to make 
to the H onourable First M i n i ster. H e  promised us in 
this document of election promises i m m ed iate orderly 
develop ment of our hydroelectric resources. That, 
two years ago, Mr. Speaker, meant that we should 
have started buildi n g  L i m estone that they cancelled i n  
1977. But now that they are government, Mr.  Speaker, 
and it's so n i ce and easy when in O pposit ion,  to critic­
ize and make foolhardy statements, it  is  now their role, 
Mr. Speaker, to live up to the election promises. It is 
now their job and the F i rst M i nister's responsibil ity ,  
Mr.  S peaker, to carry out that promise of  i mmediate 
orderly development of our h ydroelectric resource. 

A n d ,  Mr. Speaker, the f irst promise that they will fail 
to keep and i t  will l ie heavily o n  the F i rst M i n ister's 
shoulders, is h i s  breaki n g  of the promise to farmers i n  
M an itoba o f  preservation o f  the family farm. H e  will 
break that one in the m atter of a year. H e  has already 
broken the promise on i n ters! rate relief M ickey 
M ouse program over two years for three categories, 
which will not help anybody who really needs help. H e  
will break t h e  next o n e  on i m medi ate, orderly devel­
o pment of hydroelectric resources in M a nitoba. A n d ,  
M r .  Speaker, it's quite correct that he breaks that 
promise; it's better that he admit  today to Manitobans 
that he told them a less than truthful statement in h i s  
election campaig n i n g ,  that he maybe m i sled t h e m  a 
l ittle b i t. He should be man enough ,  Mr. Speaker, the 
Mem ber for Selkirk,  to get up and tell the people of 
Manitoba that he m i sled them in that regard. Because, 
Mr. S peaker, as I have sai d  today h i s  M i n ister of 
E n ergy and M ines is  not going to be able to renew a 
surplus power sale to Ontario, so that the capacity is  
now going to be still there and still there and excess 
capacity costing Manitobans. Mr.  S peaker, that is one 
promise that we won't m i n d  the Member for Selkirk 
not keeping.  

But,  Mr. S peaker, I want to close with a small m atter 
of point  to the First M i n ister of the Province of Manit­
oba. When you go out to the people of Manitoba and 
you have built up their  expectations that there is going 
to be renewed jobs, that Manitoba is going to prosper 
under an N . D. Party Govern ment, a year-and-a-half 
from now, Mr. Speaker, I want the F i rst M i n i ster to be 
man enough to stand up and say, "I  cann ot deliver the 
election promises that I made." Be man enough to tell 
the people of Manitoba that you've failed, because, 
Mr. S peaker, the First M i n ister will have a greater 
chance of electoral success some three years from 
now if he tells the people that he failed, that he took 
bad advice from the M i n ister of Energy and M ines, 
that he m i sled the people in the election. It would be 
better that he tell them that well in advance so that 
they m i g h t  g ive h i m  a second c hnace. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I k n ow the Member for Selkirk much better 
than that; he will not be honest with the people of 
Manitoba; he wasn't honest as Leader of the O p posi­
t ion,  he consistently m i sled the people of Manitoba 
with such things as the Glenella Creamery in his litera­
ture a n d  those k i nds of statements. A n d  so, Mr.  
S peaker, we d o n 't expect him to come clean with 
Manitobans a year from now when his programs are 
dashed upon the rocks of, good heavens - expecta­
tions - that he has raised amongst Manitobans. -



( I n terject ion)  I h o pe a little of it falls next sumer -
( I nterject i o n )  - I need, Mr. S peaker, to call upon the 
assistance of the M i n ister of Natural Resources. I have 
a water problem. 

However, Mr. Speaker. we have a great deal of con­
fidence on this side of the House that the M i nister of 
N atural Resources will, indeed, develop a water con­
servation policy for all of Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, to f i n i s h  off on the First M i n ister who is 
n ow h idi n g  his head, and I wonder is  h e  i ntending to 
speak tonight .  He seemed to m iss his opportunity last 
n i g ht and I wondered i f  he i n tended to speak tonight 
because i f  he doesn't members on th is  side of the 
House wil l  take up the space, i f  h e  so desires. Mr.  
Speaker, the people of M a n itoba have expectations 
from this  First M i n ister. We are expect i n g  h i m, on this 
side of the house, to carry out h is  prom ise of preserva­
tion of the family farm. We want h i m  to contin ue 
through the Manitoba Agricultural Credit Corporation 
to provide long-term loans to farm families in  M an it­
oba. We even will support h i m  when he brings in a 
renewed, realistic i nterest rate relief program for 
homeowners, farmers, and small bus i n esses. We can­
not support the program that h e  is  putt ing before 
Manitobans now which is not what they expected. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it will weig h  heavier and heavier 
upon the shoulders of the Member for Selkirk, the 
failures i n  the frontbench and the personal failure that 
he will go through over the next year-and-a-half i n  
tryin g  t o  live up t o  t h e  expectations t h at h e  raised 
amongst the M a nitoba electorate. He will fail, and he 
will fail m iserably, Mr. Speaker, and unfortunately we, 
on t h i s  side of the House, are g o i n g  to help h i m  fail by 
point ing out at every opportunity that we have availa­
ble, Mr. S peaker, the expectat ions he raised, and 
when h e  breaks h i s  promi ses and doesn't deliver for 
M a n i tobans the jobs, the i nterest rate relief, the rent 
control, the new opportunities for M a nitobans, we will 
rem i nd h i m  of every s i ngle failure, and we will tell 
M an itobans that the Premier is a failure and that h e  
m i sled t h e m  dur i n g  the election.  I t  will wei g h  exceed­
i n gly heavy on h i s  shoulders. And Mr. Speaker, from 
past experience we are wonder i n g  on t h i s  side of the 
House whether the Member for Selkirk can stand that 
k i n d  of pressure. We will find out, and we will also f i n d  
out, Mr. Speaker, whether the M ister N ice Guy 
approach will work in his relations with the Federal 
Govern ment, the new federal ism he talks about. We 
will watch with a great deal of i nterest, Mr. Speaker, 
because one other Premier in Canada tried the M ister 
N ice Guy route with the present Prim e  M i n ister. He is  
the Premier from New Brunswick. He even supported 
that Constitution that every t h i n k i ng member of parli­
ament opposed, i ncluding members from the Quebec 
Li beral caucus. He supported it with the expectati o n  
t h a t  co-operative federalis m  w a s  going t o  work and 
brin g  renewed benefits to the Province of New 
Brunswick.  That renewed federalism that the First 
M i n ister so expects to bri n g  a better f i nancial arran­
gement and worki n g  arrangement with Ottawa will 
also fail, and, Mr. Speaker, that will weigh heavily on 
the First M i n ister's s houlders as well, because he has 
also raised expectat ions of Manitobans of a better 
co-operative arrangement with the Federal Govern­
ment. He will fail i n  that regard also, Mr. S peaker, 
and we will take, as Her Majesty's Loyal Opposition 
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ought to do, the responsibility of tell ing M a nitobans of 
each and every failure of the Member for Selk irk and 
the Premier of th is  province. 

I thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

HON. HOWARD PAWLEY, Premier (Selkirk): Mr. 
Speaker, f irst I wish to congratulate you as you com­
mence your i mportant responsibility, and to j o i n  with 
the Leader of the Opposition i n  offer ing to you, best 
wishes.  The decorum i n  t h i s  Chamber sym bolizes for 
many M a nitobans the quality of the political clim ate i n  
our province. I k n ow that your faithful service to t h i s  
Assembly s ince 1971 h a s  prepared y o u  well for t h e  
t a s k  that now confronts you, a n d  I k now that y o u  will 
act evenhandedly and i nsure that the Rules of Proce­
dure are indeed applied in order to preserve that deco­
rum in th is  Chamber. In addit ion,  your reputation for 
careful attention to the needs of your constituents i n  
St. Vital will now even be a more significant model for 
others in t h i s  Chamber. 

Mr. Speaker, t h i s  is an opportunity as well for me to 
congratulate the Lieutenant-Governor. S h e  is provi n g  
h erself t o  b e  distinguished a n d  a popular representa­
tive of the monarchy. Her capable, her gracious and 
her enthusiastic execution of her duties is  a source of 
pride to all M a nitobans. 

This is  also a n  opportunity for m e  to compliment the 
Leader of the O pposition for the part that h e  played in  
a n  effective and orderly transfer of power after the 
recent election.  As I and others on t h i s  side of the 
House k n ow, election defeat is  a bitter shock,  even 
when that election defeat is expected. The Leader of 
the O pposit ion acted promptly and with d ignity to 
make sure that the public's m andate was respected. 

F inally, let me congratulate the 24 members who are 
new to t h i s  Legislature. A m o n g  them is one that was 
h ere i n  earlier years and whose return is most wel­
come, the H onourable Member for St. James. The 
H o n ourable Member for Rupertsland is  also particu­
larly welcome as the first Treaty I ndian ever elected to 
this Legislature. Others have already mentioned i n  
their speech t h e  election o f  seven women i n  t h is 
Chamber. Mr. Speaker, Manitoba has moved from 
among the last of the list to the first of the list i nsofar as 
terms of proportion of women i n  the Legislature. 
Almost a th ird of the n ewly elected members in th is  
C.ham ber are women. Yes,  I t h i n k  the H o nourable 
Member for Gladstone was correct when she said the 
other day that 7 out of 57 members is  n ot a particularly 
great record. Let us both,  both major Parties, ensure 
that the next t i m e  even more women are elected to t h i s  
Chamber, and who k nows? Some day i n  the future a 
majority i n  t h i s  Chamber, indeed a majority with i n  the 
Treasury Bench, may very well be women. 

I have listened carefully, Mr. Speaker, to the i n augu­
ral speeches of the newly elected members on t h i s  
side. I t  h a s  confirmed m y  delight with the tremendous 
depth of talent, enthusiasm and dedication that the 
newly elected members are obviously going to dem­
ostrate in their responsi bilities and duties to the peo­
ple of the Province of M a n itoba. With each month 
more Manitobans will  i n deed, I am sure, be i mpressed 
with that k i nd of i ntelligent and thoughtful representa­
t ion that they will be receivi n g .  These men are doi n g  
the work i n  a h i ghly un iformly, top-ra n k  quality a n d  
they also reflect so well the cultural mosaic of M a n i-
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toba. I n  our provi nce it's i m portant for m e m bers of 
various eth nic groups, and people from many back­
grounds, to be able to look at the government side of 
the Legislature and say, "yes, there is one that, i ndeed, 
is there that shares my experience and my back­
ground." The vast majority of Manitobans can say that 
today, Mr. Speaker, and I am proud of that. The Mover 
and the Seconder of the Address are newly elected 
M LA's who exempl ify the f ine qualities of their col­
leagues. They most certai nly deserve the compl i­
ments received for beg i n n i ng the debate on a h ig h  
level ,  a n d  I join with others i n  congratulating the 
M e mbers for The Pas and for Burrows. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not i ntend to spend much t ime 
d i scussi ng the comments that have been made by the 
m e m bers of the O pposition.  I have l istened to their 
comments, but I see not much point i n  respo n d i n g  to 
the com ments because the voters of the Province of 
Manitoba demonstrate very wel l  what they felt of their 
past performance. 

Mr. Speaker, turn i n g  my attention to the Throne 
Speech I can't avoid remembering a comment that I 
made on Apri l  1 5th of last year during the Budget 
Debate. I said then, Mr. Speaker, that it would require 
a great deal of energy and effort, a fresh approach, 
and new i deas to form a new gover n ment. I said ,  and 
perhaps I can even quote myself that,  "We are going to 
have d ifficulty because there has been such a great 
deal of damage that has been done in the last three­
and-a-half years to the economy of this province." 
Manitobans knew that was true o n  November 1 7th, 
they made their judg ment and today we are i n  that 
d i fficult situation of which I spoke o n  Apri l  1 5th of last 
year. A new Cabi net took office to find that many 
i n d ividuals and organizations wanted to tal k  to the 
newly appointed M i n isters, that the spend i n g  esti­
mates had been waiting for many weeks for m i n isterial 
review and that the economic forecasts were very 
g loomy. The recession and the d isruption caused by 
narrow-m i nded, restrictive, right-w i n g  a d m i n istration 
in the U n ited States, i n d eed,  was making matters 
much worse not o n l y  in Canada but particularly, as 
wel l ,  in Manitoba. 

It is  as i mportant for me to be frank and cand i d  
about t h e  econo m i c  situation today i n  Manitoba a s  i t  
was last Apri l  1 5th.  M a n i toba is  i n  t h e  m i d st o f  fairly 
d ifficult t imes. We are fac i n g  the prospect of more 
hard ti mes, and our economy has been seriously wea­
kened by the program of acute, protracted restrai nts 
for the past four years. H i g h  i nterest rates are driv i n g  
up prices, slowi ng d o w n  i nvestment; i n  other words, 
making us pay more for less. It would have been easy 
for a new govern ment with an election yet four years 
away to say that the cupboard was bare, the spend i n g  
must b e  cut, a n d  t h e  promises w i l l  have t o  wait. Mr. 
Speaker, i f  we took that path it would have been a 
massive betrayal of the people of the Province of 
Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, during the election campaign I spoke 
with hundreds of M a nitobans about the provi nce and 
its d irection,  and one that I recall particularly was an 
88-year-old woman in Brandon who felt angry a n d  
hel pless about an enormous rent i ncrease. S h e  
expected t h e  provi nce t o  h e l p  her, protect her, from 
mercenary and unjustified rent i ncrease. My col­
leagues and I met with farmers who had worked long 
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and hard , Mr .  S peaker, in order to build up their l i ves­
tock herds. They were losi ng money on every animal  
that  was being sh i pped to the market and expected 
somethi n g  more than sympathy from the provi nce. 
We visited day care centres where devoted staff and 
parents were f ighting with great d ifficulty, i ndeed a 
losi ng battle, with very l i mited budgets in order to deal 
with a growing demand for their services. Mr. Speaker, 
they wanted to be recog nized for their i mportant ser­
vice to young c h i ldren and to be supported to the 
ful lest effort that was possible. I rem e mber a small  
busi nessm a n  in Benito who was preparing to close his 
shop and leave Manitoba, the combination of h i g h  
i nterest rates, a decl i n i n g  provi ncial  economy, t h e  
neglect of s m a l l  towns, h a d  m a d e  i t  i mpossible for h i m  
t o  support h is fami ly here. Mr. Speaker, W e  spoke with 
Northerners who wanted nothi n g  more than the oppor­
tunity to have productive jobs in their community. 
Reasonable enoug h they looked to a Provincial  
Government to break the welfare cycle rather than 
encourage the welfare cycle. M e mbers of our Caucus 
spoke with dozens of Manitobans whose fami l i es had 
been broken up when one spouse had to leave, move, 
in order to get a job. I talked with young people who 
wondered i f  there would be any future for them i n  
M a nitoba. They were despondent about the prospect 
of followin g  others away from this provi nce, the prov­
i nce they were born i n ,  raised i n ,  and they loved so 
very, very much.  

Mr.  Speaker, we d i d  not  promise these Man itobans 
a m i racle or som e  overn ight  cure; however, we did set 
forth our c o m mitments to programs that respond to 
needs. We expressed our basic confidence in Mani­
toba, and our desire to demonstrate that confidence 
through specific programs. I t  seemed to many people 
that in the last four years the self-confidence of our 
province had been shattered, shattered by a govern­
ment that itself lacked confidence in Manitoba. Mr. 
Speaker, i t  is  now time to start moving forward agai n .  

I agree w i t h  t h e  Leader o f  t h e  O pposition w h e n  he 
stated that  it was part of the mandate of  this govern­
ment to provide good government but every m e m ber 
on this side of the House realizes that fundamental to 
the pri n c i p l e  of good govern ment is  honesty with the 
publ ic.  I d o  not pretend to know the exact details for 
i m plementation of every NOP comm itment. However, 
this Throne Speech sai d  loudly and clearly that our 
government i ntends to keep faith with Manitobans. 
The stan d ard that we set is ,  i ndeed, a prom ise made is  
a prom ise kept .  Some may very wel l  say, Mr. Speaker, 
that it is  naive or, i ndeed, dangerous to bel ieve ones 
own prom i se. I say to them that our election program 
was a careful ly prepared series of m easures to start 
the work of economic reconstruction i n  our province 
and to mai ntain the quality of l ife and publ ic services 
that Manitobans expect. It was a moderate program 
and it formed the basis for the Throne Speech. The 
O p position has a duty to question a n d  to criticize, but 
I serve notice today upon the M e m bers of the Opposi­
tion that their arguments will  have l ittle weight against 
measures to which the N ew Democratic Party com­
m i tted itself during the past election campaign .  

I n  these first few months, the Government has 
begun to i mplement its mandate by applying several 
principles which are apparent in the Throne Speech: 

1 .  We will try to l i m it the damage done by recession 



and h i g h  interest rates so Manitobans can stop losing 
ground; 

2 .  We are tak i n g  the first steps towards activat i n g  
the public sector o f  the economy s o  our m i xed econ­
omy can commence to work again ;  

3 .  We will use the province's l im ited fiscal capacity 
to mai ntain  humane social services that M a nitobans 
expect and are will i n g  to pay for; 

4. We will resum e  the process of review and reform 
i n  all areas of public i nterest to rejo i n  the mainstream 
effort to achieve better govern ment in Canada; 

5. We i ntend to be a voice of moderation and of 
common sense in federal-provi n cial relations. 

The terri ble economic erosion w h ich had an early 
start i n  M a nitoba is still very, very much with us. O n e  
i ncident which m a d e  that very clear was Shell Cana­
da's decision to delay their new Brandon Ref i n ery 
because of h i g h  i nterest rates. Bankruptcies conti nue 
to exceed all previous records. The un precedented 
loss of populati o n  is  bei n g  confirmed by the 1 98 1  
census. I n  t h is debate, I ' v e  heard arguments t o  t h e  
effect t h a t  w e  are n o t  doing enough. Yes, I 've heard 
those arguments to the effect that i nterest rates 
should not be lowered, and arguments based on the 
assumption that  the provi nce should d o  not h i n g  to 
deal with the econo m i c  crisis that is under m i n i n g  so 
many busi nesses and indiv iduals and farms with i n  our 
entire economy. 

Our policy on this has been made very, very clear. 
There are a l i m ited number of measures that a prov­
i nce can undertake and its means are l im ited; but 
w i t h i n  those li m itations, there is an obligation for the 
G over n m en t  of M a nitoba to d o  all that it can i n  order 
to help the people of the provi nce survive these t i mes. 
That is  why we promised and we have delivered the 
Manitoba I nterest Rate Relief Program. I t  will  d i rect 
funds to t h ose i n  the greatest danger of bein g  swept 
away by h i g h  i nterest rates and help them keep their 
home, their farm, their small business until better 
ti mes. 

I n  the absence of much needed federal action to 
help the beef i ndustry, we'll be i ntroduc i n g  the best 
support program that is possible with i n  Manitoba's 
fiscal li m itations. This has been a priority and it will be 
announced, let me assure honourable members across 
the way, i n  much less t i m e  than the year of hesitation 
that preceded the previous government's announce­
ment of a hog support program .  A failure to act would 
run the risk of permanent damage to an i mportant part 
of the rural economy. 

Protect ion of rural econ o m y  d ur i n g  the lon g  cost 
price freeze is also govern ment's major concern when 
i t  comes to the Crow rate. Agriculture is the backbone 
of our economy, for W i n n i peg as well as centres l ike 
Neepawa and Beausejour. But all M a n itobans will 
suffer if net farm i ncomes decline even more and 
many small farmers are forced out of agriculture alto­
gether. I have great faith in the ability of M a n itoba 
farmers to make up their own m i nds on the Crow, as 
long as they have all the facts before them.  Therefore, 
the M i n ister of H ig hways and Transportation will soon 
be tabl i n g  research i nto the Crow-rate change, most 
of it which was done, i ndeed, for the previous adm i n is­
trat i o n .  Our goal will be to foster full, open d iscussion 
that get these facts to the farmers of the Province. 

These and other rural i n it iatives will be undertaken 
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because t h i s  government supports the hard-worki n g ,  
i ndependent family farmers w h o  built th is province. 
They are the foundation of our rural communities and 
our rural towns and they are among those m ost t hrea­
tened by h i g h  i nterest rates and h i g h  energy costs and 
by conti nui n g  recession.  We will act  to l i m i t  the dam­
age and to g ive those who need i t  most, some room to 
breathe. 

The sam e  rationale lies behi n d  rent control; the 
freez i n g  or the l im ited i ncrease of provincial user fees; 
i ncreased i ncomes for those at the very bottom of the 
economic ladder, and more support for Senior Citi­
zens. It  is  always those who are least able to support 
themselves that seem to be i mposed with the greatest 
burden duri n g  d ifficult economic ti mes. So, we have 
faced our obligation to help them and to d o  w hatever 
is possible to avoid i n creasi n g  the burden for M a nito­
bans. A significant program of provincial construction 
and h i ghway construction reflects the view that this 
would be one of the worst possible ti mes to deepen 
the recession for Man itoba by cutting back.  

A n d  you can be sure, Mr. Speaker, that the reason s  
f o r  these actions are m u c h  more t h a n  sym pathy for 
the little guy. I do not t h i n k  that M a nitoba can afford to 
tie its hands beh i n d  its back and let its people and its 
economy suffer more reverses than those in wealth ier 
provinces. 

T h i s  province, however, is  less able to take advan­
tage of the prosperity today than, i n deed, was the case 
back in 1 977.  A decl i n e  in the num ber of healthy busi­
nesses, the number of skilled workers and in purchas­
i n g  power have hurt our ability to recover. The provin­
cial  action to support and protect M a nitobans may be 
less than we would l ike,  but it is  a whole lot better than 
noth ing at all. 

The spirit w h i c h  we recently saw in St. P i erre a n d  i n  
R i verton ,  that spirit. that sound economic judg ment 
have shaped the f irst princi ple w h ich this govern ment 
is apply i n g  to its work. At the same time, Mr. Speaker, 
we have changed the provi n cial policy in i nterest 
rates. No longer does t h is government echo the 
thoughts of M essrs. Trudeau and MacEachan on fis­
cal and monetary policy. We will leave those argu­
ments to the Member for Turtle Mounta i n .  

T h i s  govern ment stands for a policy o f  lower i nter­
est rates and a strong and i n dependent Canadian 
economy. The price of som e  possible exchange rate 
losses would be well worth pay i n g  for, in the relief that 
lower i nterest rates would provide to M a nitobans. 
Surely i t  is  past t i me for Canada to show by its actions, 
that the economic madness practised in Washi ngton 
has few friends here in M an itoba. The m a n  and the 
woman on the street can see, and have said,  that h i g h  
i nterest rates just don't m a ke sense. Let's hope that 
the Federal Government will soon agree. M easures to 
li mit  the damage done by recession and h i g h  i nterest 
rates are entirely defensive, Mr. Speaker. 

Part of our m a ndate was the pledge to go forward 
and to activate the public sector. Sadly, after four 
years of failure, my honourable friends opposite still 
seem to t h i n k  that an economic program consists 
entirely of pleas for private i nvestment followed by 
desperate, last m inute concessions i n  order to subsid­
ize private ventures. We are committed, Mr. Speaker, 
to a d ifferent, to a more pragmatic pat h .  

The M a n itoba O i l  and G a s  Corporation w i l l  be 
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created so that the people of Man itoba can partici pate 
d irectly i n  the development of petroleum products. 
There w i l l  be a s i g nificant i nvestment in the Manitoba 
M i n erals Resources L i mited and the Department of 
Crown I n vestments w i l l  permit greater co-ordi n ation 
adm i n istrat ion of i nvestment by Crown corporat ions.  

These are but the first steps. They reflect our under­
sta n d i n g  of why M a n itoba has a m i xed economy, and 
h ow that economy can be best strengthened. Provin­
cial  Governments of every stripe have i ncreased the 
scope of the publ i c  sector in Canada, and in Manitoba, 
because very often activity of d i rect benefit to a prov­
i nce such as ours must be led by t h e  pub l ic sector. 
Size a n d  locati o n  mean that M a nitoba w i l l  n ever be a 
s i g nif icant centre of i n ternational  capital.  We are just 
not l i kely to rival New York or Zurich or even Toronto. 
The only people who can be relied upon to place 
Manitoba's i nterests first are Manitobans themselves, 
and that is  why it is  so crucial to maintai n an active 
publ i c  sector. S hould the Texan i nvestors in Calgary 
O i l  Com pany that is  explorin g  i n  M a n itoba decide to 
try their luck i n  Austral ia i nstead? Manoi  I w i l l  stay i n  
M a nitoba a n d  perhaps, expand.  A t  t h e  rate o f  return 
from coal-fired power plants in Arizona is two points 
more than a hydro plant in the Nelson R iver, M a n itoba 
H ydro w i l l  not s h ift its new i nvestment to Arizona. As 
mem bers opposite k n ow,  i f  no private company is 
w i l l i n g  to do the leg work for m odernization of the 
Man For faci l i ty ,  the Crown corporation itself can, a n d  
wi l l ,  prepare p l a n s  for a feasible,  join t  venture, and i t  
w i l l  work for suitable, private partners. I ndeed, t h e  
level o f  economic activity w h i c h  the pub l i c  sector 
ensures, is an attracti o n  for private i nvestment.  Pri­
vate money is attracted by a bust l i n g  economy, and 
M a nitoba has enjoyed a bust l i n g  economy only when 
its government bel ieved in the province enough to 
i nvest in the provi nce. I can very forci bly assure a l l  
honourable mem bers that t h i s  government does 
believe in M a nitoba, and this government i ntends to 
i n vest in M a nitoba. 

Our goals w i l l  be to strengthen the structure of the 
economy by making i n vestments that best meet the 
M a n itoba situat ion.  The M a nitoba Publ ic  I nsurance 
Corporation , M a nitoba Hydro,  The M a n itoba Tele­
phone Syste m ,  M ackenzie Seed , other Crown corpo­
rations provide much of the foundation of our econ­
omy. Public money spent o n  these corporations was 
i nvested and put to productive use. The same is  true i n  
other prov inces where Social Credit,  where Conserva­
tive, and the Parti Quebecois have i nvested i n  Crown 
Corporations. They want to ensure effective publ i c  
part ic ipation i n  d irect i n g  t h e i r  econom ies. They saw 
no reason for the people of their provi nce to rely solely 
on taxes, behi n d  d ur i n g  the past four years for 
revenue from resources and from other key i ndus­
tries. It is  a tragedy, Mr. Speaker, that M a n itoba, with a 
wel l  developed, m i xed economy,  fel l beh i nd durin g  
t h e  past four years, t h e  proport ion o f  publ i c  i nvest­
ment i n  Canada. The plan n i ng and the com m itment to 
resume that i nvestment, particularly in the resource 
sector, exists, Mr. S peaker, with in  t h i s  govern ment. 

The foundations for productive Crown owners h i p  
are bei n g  prepared. At the s a m e  t i me, M r .  Speaker, 
th is  govern ment realizes that public and private 
i nvestment are com p l i mentary and not contradictory. 
It is  i mportant for us to be aware of the views a n d  
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concerns of the bus i n ess community. My m i n isters 
and I are meet i n g  with large bus i n esses and business 
organizat ions on a regular basis, so that we can better 
understand each oth er and can bui ld  upon our com­
mon road. The fixation of members opposite is  such 
that they w i l l  look constantly at the publ ic  sector, but 
let them look also at decisions l i k e  end i n g  the publ ic 
monopoly on extension phones a nnounced but yes­
terday by the M i n ister of Com munity Services. I nter­
est rate relief, M a i n  Street Manitoba, our programs 
designed s pecifically for small  businesses, s ince those 
businesses provide a majority of the jobs in M a nitoba. 

It is  very regrettable, Mr. Speaker, that the propor­
tion of e m ployees in smal l  bus i n esses have decl i n ed 
so sharply between the years 1976 and the year 1981 
i n  Manitoba durin g  the bulk of the t ime of the adm i n is­
trati o n  of the previous government. Many smal l  busi­
n esses w i l l  benefit from the revitalized Critical Home 
Repair  Progra m .  I t  is  clearly one of our pol ic ies that 
the Man itoba business commun ity needs be consi­
dered in p l a n n i n g  large or small  projects. A n d  when i t  
comes to developi n g  the economy of  M anitoba, t h e  
only real istic alternative is  o n e  that we have welcomed 
- to regard the business community as a partner. 

Our t h ir d  pri nciple is  mai ntai n i ng a decent and 
humane system of  social services. I t  costs m o n ey,  but 
a dec l i ne i n  these services is a cost also. If the quality 
of l ife and standard of l i v i n g  in M a nitoba fal l  far below 
those of our neighbour i n g  provinces, young people 
w i l l  leave in larger num bers. M a nitoba w i l l  lose the 
potential i t  sti l l  possesses to quickly resume eco­
n o m i c  growth at or near the national level in the 
future. I sense l ittle desire in M a n itoba for much 
expansion of social services. 

I n  the l o n g  term, th is  government must look at prev­
entive health so that Manitobans' good health is main­
tained without very large cost i ncreases. In  the short 
term , we must pay to maintain a health system 
devoted m a i n ly to cur ing.  There is  also room for i nno­
vat ion i n  education and i n  community services. But 
th is  year t h e  government had some s hort-term deci­
sions to m a ke. M a nitobans have said time and t i m e  
agai n t h a t  t h e y  support a h i g h  standard of p u b l i c  ser­
vices. They also k n ow that in present circumstances 
we must borrow at h i g h  i nterest rates or i ncrease 
taxes to maintain those standards. T h i s  govern ment is  
pledged to preservi n g  the cultural and the educational 
and the health and other systems that add up to a 
good quality of l ife. 

Some s m a l l  but very modest i mprovements w i l l  be 
made and a new emphasis is already apparent, Mr. 
S peaker. Native people, new Canadians and others 
who have been left on the s idel ines are going to 
receive particular attent ion .  Tra i n i n g  that leads to a 
job w i l l  be emphasized because it is both a social  
service a n d  vita l ly  i mportant to the economy. We want 
i t  to becom e  evident through these services that i n  
M a nitoba everyone i s  viewed as a n  i mportant member 
of society. We want th is  to remain a province where 
people l i k e  to l ive, to raise a fami ly and to work. Mani­
toba is  a provi nce where young people want  to l ive 
and that must continue to be the case, i ndeed, main­
tai n i n g  humane social  services and underl i n i n g  t h i s  
government's commitment to economic and social  
justice are steps towards a Manitoba i n  w h i c h  young 
people can again be attracted. 
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T i m e  alone will tell if we can reach the goal of ensur­
i n g  that the best quality of life, i n deed, can be achieve 
in M a n itoba bar none. T h i s  govern ment is  not in the 
business of promis ing blue s kies ahead. The long­
term ability to mainta i n  and i m p rove public service 
depends upon the health of the economy and we rec­
ognize that quite well. Because we have no i ntention 
or desire to raise taxes to an uncompetitive level. and 
the outgoing govern ment has pushed the deficit level 
very, very close to i ntolerable levels and,  i ndeed, Mr. 
Speaker, let us ask ourselves what alternative is bein g  
heard from those w h o  c a n  already b e  heard talk i n g  
about fat i n  govern ment. You know after three months 
we hear those that are talk i n g  about fat in govern ment 
and reckless spen d i ng .  I f  there is much fat i n  govern­
ment, Mr. Speaker, after the torture of acute protrac­
tive restraint under the previous adm i n istration, I 
hope that the formers M i n i sters across the way will 
show us that fat. 

I f  severe restraint  is  the road to a balanced Budget, 
why was the previous govern ment unable to break 
even despite major i ncreases that have taken place 
dur i n g  the past four years in federal support? They 
couldn't break even. The H onourable M e m ber for I n k­
ster described it so very well the other even i n g ,  the 
constantly r is ing share of revenues received by the 
Province of Manitoba from the Federal G overn ment 
and yet, Mr. Speaker, the previous a d m i n istration 
couldn't break even. Mr. Speaker, we never pretended 
that we could break even, but the former a d m i n istra­
tion d i d  pretend that they could break even. That's 
why they were judged accordi ngly. 

I ndeed, i f  the neo-conservative solutions lead to low 
deficits as they m i g ht have us believe, w hat are we to 
make, Mr. Speaker, of the enormous deficit  predicted 
for the U nited States of A merica under President Rea­
gan? What are we to make of that? What is  the expla­
nation,  Mr. Speaker, for Mrs. Thatcher's severe fiscal 
d ifficulties? Surely i t  is  clear to say that any objective 
observer that the path that was taken in M a n itoba from 
1977 to 1981 just did not work. 

We on this side do not pretend to be magicians.  We 
cla i m ,  unli ke some in the previous ad m i nistration, no 
particular abil ity to produce a boom i n  M a n itoba. Like 
others we too, will be watc h i n g  dur ing the next 18 
months to see our programs start to effect the provin­
cial economy, to see how Manitobans d o  by compari­
son with other provinces. These are new t i m es that 
demand a practical approac h .  Experience will be our 
guide and the d irection will be forward rather than 
back towards policies that were advocated i n  days 
long gone by. However, at this poi nt, public service 
cutbacks are not on our agenda and,  I hope - and I 
say hope, Mr.  Speaker - they never need be. 

The fourth princi ple which I mentioned, a resumed 
process of review and reform is  evident throughout 
the Throne Speech and I am sure it was evident to the 
new mem bers across the way that are, i ndeed, in th is  
C h a m ber for the first t ime because they are here with 
a fresh perspective and with a frankness and I am sure 
they observed, i ndeed, that process of reform. The 
govern ment of any provi nce is  act i n g  like a d inosaur, 
if it t h i nks its laws and its programs do not need ongo­
i n g  review and reform .  Areas of provincial activity 
which are the leading edge of social progress have 
been neglected too much in recent years. 
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Multiculturalism ,  the Member for Ellice dealt with 
that very well the other day. Workplace health and 
safety, efforts to m i n i m ize the slaughter that is  taking 
place i n  the workplace because of i nadequate atten­
tion to the need for i mproved workplace safety and 
health laws and regulations i n  the province. Labour 
relations and reform therein ,  Native land cla ims and 
fam ily law i n  order to ensure the removal of i nequities 
that, i ndeed, should have been removed years ago i n  
respect t o  our Family Law. 

Freedo m  of i nformation a n d ,  Mr. Speaker, how long 
has it been now,  three, four years? The Member for 
Transcona can recall, I am sure, so well when a b ill 
was I believe, Mr. Speaker, passed unan i mously in this 
C h a mber i n  respect to freedom of i n formation,  the 
H onourable Member for Sturgeon Creek's resolu­
t ion.  -( I nterjection)- Well, then there was one d is­
senter; then by 56 mem bers in th is  Cham ber, freedom 
of  i n formation.  We are going to proceed with that 
needed reform, Mr. Speaker. 

Pension reforms, so long overdue. We will under­
take the necessary reforms. C hild care standards, and 
much has been said during the Throne Speech 
Debate in that regard, and the situation of beg i n n i n g  
farmers i n  Man itoba. These areas a n d  m ore will once 
again be evolving and c h a n g i n g  with attitudes a n d  
w i t h  conditions. I n  program after program much of 
the government's efforts will be devoted to m a k i n g  up 
for lost t i m e. M any of the reforms we will undertake, 
yes, Mr. Speaker, I admit  will cost very little and will be 
very modest by way of expenditure but they do require 
political willpower and imagination. 

Mr. Speaker, I can look around m e  and at my back 
bench and I a m  satisfied that there I see the imagi na­
tion and the willpower and the commitment to ensure 
that these necessary reforms are carried through i n  
t h e  next four years. 

F ifth ,  Mr.  Speaker, by practis i n g  m oderation i n  
Federal-Provi ncial affairs, M a n itoba can truly b e  the 
Keystone Provi nce once again.  We have been called 
the Daughter of Confederation, the m i ddle Province, 
the centre Province. These names happen to reflect 
the traditional and widely supported approach of 
M a nitoba in the Federal-Provi ncial forum. L i k e  m ost 
M a n itobans, our government has little taste for federal 
polit icians who score some easy points by bashing 
provincial politicians; equally, provincial rig hts advo­
cates who charge out to bash Ottawa. 

The Canadian people know very well, Mr. Speaker, 
t h at they are represented by two levels of senior 
govern ment and that the federal voters are i dentical to 
the same voters that vote in provincial elections. They 
have much more interest in sensi ble, in desirable and 
in responsi ble government programs than in the end­
less game of power politics that we have seen so much 
of in the past while in  eleven capitals. 

We see co-operative federalism as the best choice 
for Canada. We i ntend to urge that choice upon other 
govern ments i nstead of lowering Man itoba to the level 
of those who are spoil ing for a light. T h at certainly 
does not mean that we endorse every federal policy. I n  
fact, Mr. Speaker, i f  you note on two basic issues th is  
govern ment has stood more solidly i n  the interests of  
Manitobans than i ndeed the previous ad m i n i stration 
that was always battling with Ottawa and I refer to the 
weak position by the previous a d m i nistration with 
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respect to its position,  i n  respect to i nterest rates, 
i n deed its su pport of Trudea u ,  federal, monetary pol­
icy. 

Secondly, Mr. Speaker, I refer to the betrayal that 
took place by the previous a d m i nistration i nsofar as 
the Crow rate was concerned, not standi n g  up for­
thrightly for the farmers of this provi nce in respect to 
the Federal Government. So, Mr. S peaker, let it not be 
said that this is a government that is  not prepared to 
do battle; that we are prepared to do battle when we 
are confronted with issues that of concern to the ordi­
nary man and woman of Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, what we do recognize is  the i ncreasing 
reliance of Manitoba Govern ment u pon Ottawa for its 
reven ues, and again that was so well illustrated by the 
M e m ber for l n kster the other eve n i n g ,  not to mention 
the growi ng federal share of health and education 
costs. Manitobans generally realize that Ottawa was 
p ick ing up m u c h  more of the tab dur ing the period of 
restraint and economic decline and that was poi nted 
out on m any occasions d uring the past several years 
in this Chamber. M anitobans also realize, Mr. Speaker, 
the d ifficulties that they are confronted with when 
Ottawa withdraws and c uts back in respect to fiscal 
transfer of payments to the provi nces. 

Mr. Speaker, if I could make a note aside here, it is  
rather ironic and I poi nted it out  to the Pri m e  M i n ister, 
that as we are in the process - and we support i ndeed 
the provision in the C h arter of R i ghts in this respect­
provision that C harter of R i ghts that p u blic services 
ought to be provided at a comparable level from one 
area of Canada to the next at comparable tax rates, we 
supported the enshri n i ng of that provision in the 
Constitution. 

But i t  is  rather ironic,  Mr.  Speaker, that the very 
Prim e  M in i ster that defostered that provision is now 
u n d erta k i n g  efforts to u ndercut the very basis of that 
i mportant provision in the Constitution to the effect, 
Mr. Speaker, and I regret this very m u c h ,  that as m at­
ters stan d  now we are confronted with cutbacks that 
per capita in M a nitoba exceed that of any other per 
capita cutback of any other province in Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, let me make it very very clear at this 
stage, we do not i ntend to go to war with Ottawa and i f  
it  turns out that  Ottawa is  going to war with the provin­
ces, we will make our case very very clear and very 
very forcibly for co-operative federalism and we'll take 
that case to the people of Manitoba and to other Can­
adians, because I can assure all honourable m e mbers 
that the Canadian people are sick to death of people 
who would rather scrap over jurisdiction than get on 
with the job that they were elected to do. 

We are com m i tted to co-operative federalism 
because any other course just does not work. The 
dollars and the cents in federal transfers are i mpor­
tant; b u t  even more i mportant is  u n i ty and cohesion 
that Canada presently so desperately needs and that 
m ust i ndeed be a concern to each and every m e mber 
of this C h a m ber. 

Mr. Speaker, I th i n k  it is appropriate for a new 
govern ment to be m i ndful of the heritage of this pro­
vi nce, and reflect ing u pon that heritage is also 
appropriate in the International Year of the Elderly. 
We are rem i nded of the settlement of the prairies by its 
cente n n ial celebrations in many rural towns and cit­
ies, m u nici palities this year; the City of Brandon, the 
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Town of Selkirk and other centres, i nclu d i ng Virden, 
Gladstone, Killarney, M orden. Mr. Speaker, I note that 
not all these centres are hotbeds of the New Demo­
cratic Party, as well. 

The i mportant Indian and Metis tradition is honoured 
by the vast majority of Manitobans today. Indeed, it  is 
a source of strength for Native people and for the 
entire province. The Manitoba spirit of co-operation i n  
the face o f  d i ff iculty is  i n d eed a great attrib u te o f  our 
people. 

The dedication,  the hard work of the early pioneers 
has been matched by those who chose Canada and 
M a nitoba d u r i n g  the last few decades. Eth n i c  and 
cultural d iversity is accepted as a valuable part of  
friendly M a nitoba. My political party has a proud her­
itage in this province. It provided leaders of national 
stature, such as J.S. Woodsworth.  And with the crea­
tion of the Independent Labour Party established i n  
M a nitoba political tradition a n d  philosophy which 
today, Mr.  Speaker, enjoys wide-spread p u blic sup­
port. A n d ,  Mr. Speaker, other political philosoph ies 
are as well an i m portant part of the heritage of this 
provi nce. That heritage is  r ich and u nique.  It can be 
and, Mr. Speaker, is  a genuine source of i nspiration 
for all Man itobans. The many d istin g u ished and u n i ­
que accomplishments o f  past generations are a source 
of hope and trust in future accom plish ments. 

Mr. Speaker, we are a new government which has 
commenced to take a very d ifficult and exciti ng road. 
We're g u ided by the principles which are evi dent i n  
t h e  Throne Speech, and b y  o u r  desire t o  keep faith 
with M a nitobans. We i ntend to provide good govern­
ment and to so encourage excellence and i n itiative 
with i n  the Civil Service so that, i ndeed, Mr. Speaker, 
this will come to be recogn ized thro u g hout Canada as 
i ndeed the best government with i n  Canada. Certainly, 
Manitobans deserve nothi n g  less. This is  a province 
that enjoys the potential of a great future. The econ­
omy is well balanced - its agriculture, its manufactur­
i n g  base, its m i n i n g .  Indeed, Mr. S peaker, it is  the 
equal if not superior, of other provinces. And the men 
and women of  Manitoba are indeed great people. 

O ne sees in this Legislature on both sides, one 
whose ancestors came here many centuries ago, and 
those whose forbears p ioneered and,  i ndeed, those 
that are new Canadians. There's a dedication, there's 
a rich d iversity, a d iversity of cultures and experiences 
that can result in greater and greater creativity and 
responsi ble representation.  We are i n  an age of  
lowered expectation,  true enough.  All the same, my 
colleag u es and I have ai med high and I do not apolog­
ize that we have a i med h i g h ,  Mr. Speaker, because we 
share the desire of Manitobans for this provi nce to 
slowly start moving forward again,  to i nvite men and 
women from all parts of  this provi nce to work with us,  
to share with u s  the com mitments and the dedicatio n  
t o  a g a i n  work ahead and forward w i t h  u s  i n  t h e  years 
that lie ahead. S ince, Mr. Speaker, it  is  only by worki ng 
together and shari ng together and co-operati ng 
together i n  the M a nitoba spirit, the spir i t  that  this 
provi nce is  so well recognized for, that this provi nce 
i ndeed can achieve the many great th ings in the years 
that lie ahead of us. 

And I'm so pleased, Mr. Speaker, that on this side we 
have mem bers that i ndeed, are not cynics, m e mbers 
i ndeed , that are not pessimists, m e mbers that i ndeed, 
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are not negative, but  m e m bers that have h o pe, expec­
tation,  trust and confidence in the future of th is  pro­
v i n ce. M r. Speaker, it is  that d rive, it is  that determin a­
t ion,  it is that commitment to the development of 
economic a n d  social strategy, it is  that desire for 
openness in government, i t  is  that com mitment to the 
i mproved part ic ipation of men a n d  women through­
out  the length a n d  breadth of t h i s  province, whether i t  
be from the n orth ,  whether it be from the south,  the 
west or the east,  whether it be from w h atever back­
g ro u nd,  Mr. Speaker, that will contribute to this bein g  
a stronger a n d  stronger province i n  t h e  years that l i e  
ahead. 

M r. Speaker, th is  has been for m e  a very, very i m por­
tant occasion in t h is, the Throne Speech to mark the 
beg i n n i n g  of  a new era in M a nitoba pol i t ics, and to 
share with m em bers across the way and m e mbers on 
this side, those hopes and those expectations a n d  
those p l a n s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  for a better M a n itoba. It  i s  
w i t h  that, Mr .  Speaker, a n d  i n  meet i n g  those chal­
lenges that l i e  ahead, a n d  I k now t h at there wil l  be 
d ifficult  t i m es a n d  I k now, i ndeed, t h at t here wil l  be 
t i mes when we wil l  err;  I k now t here wil l  be ti mes when 
we wi  I I  appear to have been less than wise a n d  I expect 
that, M r. S peaker, but we w i l l  admit  on t hose occa­
sions,  Mr. S peaker, beacause we w i l l  not, i ndeed, be 
obl iv ious to the concerns and the needs of our fel l ow 
citizens i n  th is  province. M r. Speaker, I commend this  
T h rone Speech to a l l  M e m bers of t h i s  C h a m be r  and 
cal l u p o n  a l l  M e m bers of t h i s  C h a m ber to s upport t h i s  
T h ro n e  Speech. I m a y  be naive, Mr .  Speaker, but  I 
bel ieve that there are, i ndeed, some m e m bers across 
the way that have a b u r n  in their  hearts to j o i n  with us 
in s u p portin g  t h i s  T h rone Speech, because, I k now, 
M r. S peaker, that they look forward with us and share 
with us a n d  share with us the desire of four years of 
achievement in M a n itoba. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p l ease, order please. In accor­
dance with o u r  R u le 35( 4 ) ,  I am i nterrupt ing the 
debate to put the q u estion o n  the M a i n  Motion.  

The q uestion before the House, moved by the H on­
o u rable M e m ber for The Pas, is for an A d d ress to Her 
H o n o u r  the Lieute n ant-Governor in  a n swer to Her 
Speech at  the Opening of the Sessi o n .  

QUESTION put, MOTION carried. MESSAGE 

MR. SPEAKER: The H on ou rable M i n ister of F i n ance. 

HON. VICTOR SCHROEDER, Minister of Finance 
(Rossmere): Thank you, M r. Speaker, I have two 
messages from the H o n o u rable the A d m i n istrator of 
the G overnment of the Province of M a n itoba. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rable the A d m i n i strator of 
the G overnment of the Provi nce of M a nitoba, trans­
m its to the Legislative Assembly of M a nitoba, Esti­
mates of s u m s  req u i red for the services of the Prov­
i nce for the fiscal year e n d i n g  the 31 st of M arch 1 983, 
and recommends these Est i m ates to the Legis lative 
Assembly. 

The H o n o u rable the A d m i n i strator of the Govern­
m e nt of the Provi nce of M a nitoba, transmits to the 
Legislative Assembly of M a n itoba, Est imates of s u m s  
requ i red f o r  the service of the Prov i n ce f o r  Capital 
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Expenditu res, a n d  recom mends these Esti mates to 
the Legislative Assem bly. 

The H o n o u rable M i n ister of F i nance. 

MR.SCHROEDER: I move, seconded by the H o n o u r­
able Attorney-General that the said messages together 
with the Estimates accompanying the same be referred 
to the C o m mittee of S u pply. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr.  Speaker, whi le  copies of the 
Esti mate are bein g  d istributed, I would ask leave of the 
H ouse to make a brief statement. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rable M i n ister. 

MR. SCHROEDER: At the ope n i n g  of t h i s  Session,  
the S peech from the T h rone e m p h asized that  o u r  new 
government's Estimates w i l l  reflect a c lear  com m it­
ment to an active a n d  responsible role by the p u b l ic 
sector, not only i n  a l leviati n g  c urrent hards h i ps a n d  
injustices, but a l s o  i n  contribut ing a s  m uch as possi­
ble to i m provi n g  the q u a l ity of l ife and equal ity of 
opport u nity for a l l  Manitobans. 

M r. Speaker, we o n  this side of the H ouse see 
govern ment as a positive i n strument for progress a n d  
reform,  a n d  w e  f i rmly bel ieve t h a t  the majority of M a n ­
itobans share that view. T h ro u g h  t h e i r  gover n ment, 
the people of M an itoba have developed, and in some 
cases, have pioneered in esta b l i s h i n g  a range of qual­
i ty p u bl i c  services in  w h i c h  o u r  provin ce can take 
g reat pride. U n fortunately, in recent years the qual ity 
of some of those essential services h as deteriorated or 
has been t hreatened, whi le needed i m p rovements 
have been deferred or s i m ply rejected o utr ight .  Too 
often, arbitrary and excessive restraint pol i cies have 
created costs far in excess of any short-term savings, 
w h i l e  erratic year-to-year f u n d i n g  levels played havoc 
with orderly program p l a n n i n g  and del iveri n g .  O u r  
n e w  govern ments' expe n d i t u re p l a n  f o r  t h e  fiscal year 
beg i n n i n g  Apri l  1 ,  1 982 represents a start toward 
reversi n g  that trend ,  toward reb u i l d i n g  those services 
which have been damaged, and toward restori n g  a 
governmental structure which is sensitive and respon­
sive to the needs of the citizens of Man itoba. I t  s ignals  
a reaffirmation of the i m portant role we bel ieve the 
p u bl i c  sector can a n d  m ust p lay i n  sti m u lat i n g  eco­
n o m i c  activity and encou rag i n g  new development,  
increased employment and better i ncomes t h rough­
out M a n itoba. 

At the same time, we m ust e m phasize that these 
Esti mates are in many respects transit ional in nature, 
reflect ing m u c h  of the basic organizational  structure 
we i nherited from our predecessors as wel l as the 
priorities and programs which the former government 
regarded as appropriate. In  a n u m ber of cases we 
ag ree with t hose pr iorities and s upport the programs 
which are consistent with them.  In others, we have 
made i m p rovements and ref inem e nt where possib le, 
recog n i z i n g  that we may wel l  wish to propose m u ch 
more far-reach i n g  c hanges i n  future years, after we 
have had adequate t i m e  for a thoroug h  review of a l l  
ex isti n g  programs. This year  there s imply wasn 't t i m e  
f o r  an i n-depth analysis of every department's activi­
ties; in fact, a major portion of the Estimtes review had 
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to be c o m p ressed j ust into a l ittle over a month,  less 
than a q u a rter of the t i m e  usual ly a l located to the 
process. But these Est i m ates can be described as 
transit ional for a n other obvious reason as wel l .  They 
were completed at a t ime of major budgetary u ncer­
tainty aris ing out of the fiscal arrangements negotia­
tions. Faced with the th reat of a severe c u tback i n  
transfer payments b y  t h e  Federal Government, we 
s imply could not consider major u ndertaki n g s  i nvolv­
ing new l o n g-term obl igations. 

I t  is  recog nized that M a n itoba may be the prov i n ce 
which is hardest h i t  by the federal cutbacks even with 
the addit ion of special  tem porary adjustments i n  the 
f i rst few years of the new arrangements. We believe 
the federal cutbacks are total ly u nj ustified, as the 
members opposite have poi nted out and as we have, 
they may serve to reduce federal expe n d i t u re g rowth 
a n d ,  t h u s  the federal deficit, but in so d o i n g  they 
s i m ply add to the pressures on provincia l  a n d  local 
governments, without any net benefit to the taxpayers. 

Whi le  the cutbacks are not acceptable, they were by 
no means a s urprise. T here is  l ittle d ou bt that the 
actions of some P rovincial  Govern ments, i nc l u d i n g  
the former government i n  th is  province, played a part 
and were probably a s i g nificant factor in sett i n g  the 
stage for the cuts we face. In  cal l i n g  i ncessantly for a 
large-scale reduction i n  the federal deficit a n d  reduced 
federal i ntrusions,  so-cal led,  in various provincia l  
program f ie lds the members opposite h e l ped provide 
a rat ionale for the cutback legislation w h i c h  appears 
soon to be i ntroduced in parl iament. 

M r. Speaker, we h ave made it clear that we believe 
the Federal Govern ment, t h ro u g h  its spe n d i n g  power, 
m ust play a key role in ensur ing that all prov i n ces have 
the f inancial  capacity to provide their citizens with a 
h i g h  standard of p u b l ic services. I n  fact, the equal iza­
tion provision in the constitutional  resol ut ion g ives it 
that responsib i l ity, and we are q u ite prepared to see to 
it that Ottawa gets f u l l  and proper credit  for the 
expe n d i t u res it u ndertakes for t h at p u r pose. For o u r  
part, w e  have emphasized o u r  com m itment t o  assi g n  
adequ ate provi ncial  resources to ensure the mainte­
nance and i mprovement of key programs which are 
jointly f u n ded, s u c h  as t hose in the fields of health,  
social  services and post-secon dary educatio n .  

O f  cou rse, federal transfer payments were n o t  the 
only area of u n certainty affect i n g  the preparation of 
the Est i m ates. Along with a l l  other gover n ments 
across the cou ntry, we also contin ue to face u n cer­
tainties with respect to both reven u e  growth a n d  
expenditu re obl igations, a s  a result o f  the national 
eco n o m i c  situation;  cont i n u i n g  h i g h  i n terest rates 
a n d  less than favourable prospects for the Canadian 
economy i n  the s hort term. A n d  even where some of 
that u n certai nty has been removed, i n  the case of 
energy prices for example, we m ust meet major 
i ncreases in costs, part icu larly in such departments as 
H ig hways and Transp o rtat i o n  and Gove r n ment 
Services. 

Mr. Speaker, the m a i n  Est i m ates for the 1 982-83 
fiscal year total $2, 783,7 1 3,900.00. For those w h o  are 
most concerned about percentages, I can advise that 
this total represents an i ncrease of about 1 4 .4 percent 
over the most recent forecast of expenditu res in the 
1 98 1 -82 fiscal year. That is the revised forecast 
i n c l uded in the t h i rd q u a rter f inancial  statement issued 
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a few weeks ago. The percentage on an Est imates-to­
Esti mates or pri nt-over-pri nt basis is 1 6. 9  percent. To 
place these percentages in context, I s h o u l d  note that 
total expe n d itures i n  the current fiscal year, e n d i n g  
M arch 31 a re now forecast to i ncrease b y  a b o u t  1 8 . 2  
percent over the total i n  1 980-8 1 . Of course, t h at was 
an election year. This is up s l ightly from the 1 7 .4-
percent i n c rease forecast by the mem bers opposite i n  
t h e  second q uarter f inancial  statement they issued 
j ust as they left office. The actual  i n c rease was 1 1 .2 
percent i n  the previous year, that is, between '79-80 
and 1 980-81 ;  w h i le the year before that, between '78 
and '79 a n d  '79-80, the percentage was 1 3. 9 .  As usual ,  
m e mbers w i l l  be provided with  detai led explanations 
of the ind iv idual  departments' Esti mates i n  C o m m it­
tee of S u p ply.  I w i l l  s imply  touch on the h i g h l i g hts 
now. 

I mp roved Health Care Services will  account for 
nearly half or about 1 88 . 1  m i l l i o n  out of the 402.7 
m i l l io n  i n c rease between the total  voted authority for 
'81 -82 and the proposed Estimate for '82-83. This 
represents a g rowth rate for Health of about 26 per­
cen t  o n  a pr i nt-over-print basis, a lthough the percen­
tage is  s m a l ler,  about 1 9  percent when 1 98 1 '-82 Spe­
cial Warrants are added to that base. It  should be 
n oted, of cou rse, that a s i g n ificant portion of the 
i ncrease relates to cost factors which are largely 
beyon d  provincia l  control.  At over $900 m i l l io n ,  the 
expend i t u res of the Department of Health,  i n c l u d i n g  
the M a n itoba Health Services C o m m ission,  n o w  
account  for  a l most one- t h i rd o f  total provincia l  
expenditures. 

For E d u cati o n ,  the i ncrease for '82-83 is  approxi­
mately $65 m i l l i o n  o r  1 3  percent, b r i n g i n g  the total to 
al most 570 m i l l i o n .  This total i ncludes provision for a l l  
of the i m provements i n  p u bl ic-sch o o l  f i n a n c i n g  
a n n o unced b y  the M i n ister of Education last week a n d  
today, with the exception of the $2 m i l l i o n  special  
g rant to be provided to W i n ni peg School D ivis ion No.  
1 .  In  addit ion,  there is an approxi mate 1 5.7-percent 
i n c rease in f u n d i n g  for the u niversity's G rants Com­
m ission,  which w i l l  include an amount  to make possi­
ble the freeze in tu it ion fees a n n o unced in the Speech 
from the T h rone. 

A $26- m i l l io n  or 1 2-percent i ncrease i n  expendi­
t ures by the Department of Com m u n ity Services and 
C orrecti o n s  wil l  provide for the i m proved levels of 
Social Assistance which took effect at the beg i n n i n g  
of the calendar year, a l o n g  w i t h  a n u m be r  o f  i mprove­
ments in S ocial  Services. The departmental expendi­
t u re total w i l l  be about  $250 mi l l ion .  

The re-establ ish ment of the Department of U rban 
Affairs wil l  requ i re a n  i n c rease in expenditure author­
ity of about $ 1 3  m i l l io n  or 31 percent, partly to f inance 
a 1 6.5-percent i n c rease i n  g rants to the City of W i n­
n i peg w h i c h ,  as has a l ready been annou nced, w i l l  
h e l p  the C i ty freeze transit fares f o r  the com i n g  year. 
The U rban Affairs Est imates also include 8.3 m i l l i o n  
out  o f  a 1 0.3- m i l l i o n  total authorizat ion to cover pro­
jected expenditures in the coming year u nder the 
Core A rea Agreement with the Government of Can­
ada and the City of W i n ni peg. 

For the Department of Economic Development a n d  
Tourism , the requested increase is  a b o u t  8 percent o r  
approxi mately $ 2  m i l l i o n ,  bri n g i n g  the departmental 
total to j ust over $24 m i l l i o n .  Addit ional  f u n d i n g  for 
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that department and for others which del iver various 
economic development programs u n de r  agreements 
with the former Federal Department of Regional Eco­
nomic Expansion is also provided u n der the Canada 
M a n itoba E nabl i n g  Vote. This year, the Enabl i n g  Vote 
at 1 1 .4 m i l l i o n  is  somewhat lower than it was in '81 -82, 
pr imari ly reflecti n g  the u ncertainties which cont inued 
to s u rroun d  the negotiation of a new N o rthern Devel­
opment Agreement. 

Overall f u n d i n g  for N o rthern Affairs Environment 
and Workplace Safety and H ealth is  set at about 35.5 
m i l l io n .  This total i nc ludes a redu ction in the requ est 
for f u n d i n g  for p rogra m m i n g  u n d e r  the N o rthern 
Development A g reement. The total requ est for the 
N o rthern A g reement for '82-83 i n  the N o rthern Affairs 
Vote and the E nabl i n g  Vote is  22.3 m i ll i o n ,  compared 
to a total of 28.3 m i l l ion in '81 -82 Est i m ates. 

For A g ricu lture, the overall i n c rease w i l l  also be 
about 8 percent or  $3 m i l l ion ,  partly reflect i n g  the 
red uction of over $2 m i l l io n  i n  the req ui rement for the 
I ncome I ns u rance Fund. Without that adjustment,  the 
basic g rowth rate for the rest of the Department of 
A g ricultu re is  about 14 percent. The total  expend i­
t u res of the department are forecast to be i n  excess of 
42 m i l l ion.  

In  addit ion, I should n ote that the Government wi l l  
be request i n g  Capital  Authority, by way of Capital 
Estimates. I will  also be tab l i n g  tonight  for $26 m i l l ion 
for  the Manitoba Agricultural  C redit Corporation.  

As M i n ister as Labour a n d  M a n power, I note that 
expe n d itures for that department are forecast to 
i n crease by aro u n d  $2 m i l l io n ,  or  1 2  percent, to about 
$ 1 7  m i l l ion.  

The expenditures of the Department of H i ghways 
and Transportation are forecast to i n c rease by about 
15 percent, or $25 m i l l ion ,  to j ust under $200 m i l l ion .  

The new M in i stry of C rown I n vestm ents is  bein g  
provided with a n  i n it ial  authority o f  j ust over half a 
m i ll i o n  dol lars. 

F i nal ly, I would d raw members attention to a new 
appro p riation of $ 1 0  m i l l i o n  for E mergency I n terest 
Rate Rel ief. That amount  represents o u r  current esti­
mate of the portion of the costs expected to be 
i n c urred in 1 982-83 for the grant portions of the Spe­
cial I nterest Rate Assistance Programs for home­
owners, farmers and smal l  business people which 
have al ready been annou nced. T h i s  total is  by n o  
means a cei l i n g  a n d  c a n  be s upplemented with addi­
tional authority later i n  the year, if need be. 

The Capital Est i m ates I w i l l  table later provide for a 
f u rther  $9 m i l l i o n  for E mergency I n terest Rate Rel ief. 

Fol lowi n g  are some other general  points w h i c h  I 
bel ieve w i l l  be of i nterest to m em bers. The statutory 
provision for p u b l ic debt charges in 1982-83 is  esti­
mated at aro u nd $ 1 27 m i l l i o n ,  up about $32 m i l l io n ,  or 
34 percent from the previous year. At the same t ime,  
the cost of the H y d ro Rate Sta b i l izat ion Program is  
substantial ly lower than last year; some $6.8 m i l l i on 
compared to an est i m ate of $35.8 m i l l ion i n  1 98 1 -82. 
Those amounts are statutory as well. 

Last year provision was made in i nd iv i d ual depart­
mental est i m ates for an al ready agreed to g eneral 
salary i ncrease for provincia l  e m ployees. This year, 
pen d i n g  the outcome of negotiations with the M G EA, 
we have retu rned to the usual  practise of provi d i n g  an 
contingency al lowance, i n  th is  case of $ 1 0  m i l l ion ,  i n  a 
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separate appropriation for general salary i ncreases. 
The n u m ber of staff posit ions or  person years pro­
vided for in the Estimates is j ust u nder $ 1 7,600, a n  
i n c rease of about 3 percent or 4 5 0  from the cu rrently 
authorized total establ ishment. In total,  approximately 
$251 m i l l ion ,  or  9 percent of the expenditure total, is  for 
the Acquisition and Construction of P hysical Assets; 
that is, i n  s i m ple terms ,  for Capital Expen d i t u res. T h is 
total is based on the same defin it ion used u nder the 
previous a d m i n istration.  

When they were i n  office the m e mbers opposite 
occasional ly e mphasized, and we agreed, that expen­
ditures w h ich produced tang i b l e  assets of last i n g  
val u e  should  be looked u pon somewhat d ifferently 
from ordi nary operat i n g  or  c urrent expe n d it ures, 
especial ly  in connection with any evaluation of how 
they are f i nanced. W h i l e  cont i n u i n g  to use the com­
bined cu rrent and capital presentation for the esti­
mates, we bel ieve there should  be a clearer d istinction 
between the two categories of expenditures. 

Before conclu d i n g  my remarks on the Esti m ates, I 
wish to commend my col leagu es on the Treasury 
Board, and part icu larly, the Attorney-General who 
has served most ably and conscientiously as o u r  
C h a i r m a n ,  and the many h a rd h o u rs o f  w o r k  i n  prepa­
ration of these Est imates. Thank you very m u c h .  

O n  behalf of a l l  of the members of Treasury Board I 
want to t h a n k  o u r  other Cabinet col leagu es as well  for 
their  assistance and u nfai l i n g  co-operation in th is  
shortened Esti m ates Review period.  In  addit ion I 
would l ike to express the appreciation of the enti re 
Cabi net to the g reat many staff i nvolved i n  the Esti­
mates p rocess. Their  advice and su pport have been 
extremely helpful  and are reflected throug hout the 
Estimates n ow before the H ouse. M r. Speaker, I look 
forward to f u rther d iscussion of the Est i m ates i n  
C o m mittee o f  S u pply. 

I woul d  also ask leave, M r. Speaker, to m a ke a br ief 
statement i ntrod u c i n g  the Capital Est imates this even­
i n g ;  I have copies as wel l .  M r. Speaker, these Esti­
mates only make provision for u rgent Capital Author­
ity req u i rements beg i n n i n g  Apr i l  1 st of the new fiscal 
year. The n ormal om nibus Capital Esti mates w i l l  be 
tabled later in the Session.  These requ i rements are 
needed i m mediately to provide for the loan portion of 
the E mergency I nterest Rate Rel ief Progra m ,  w h i le 
the balance is req u i red to s u pplement i n adequate 
provisions authorized in the 1 98 1 -82 Loan Act. Loan 
g u a rantee authority of $5 m i l l i on is bei n g  req uested at 
this time for the Hog I ncome I ns u rance P rogra m  to 
provide s upport for the loan portion of the program 
a n n ou n ced by the p revi o u s  ad m i n i st rat i o n .  As 
members opposite are already aware, th is  Authority 
should  have been authorized d u ri n g  the past fiscal 
year. In addit ion,  $26 m i l l ion is  requ i red by the Mani­
toba Agriculture C redit Corporation i n  order for them 
to conti n u e  to provide loans to the farm com m u n ity. 

Without t h i s  i m m ediate authorization of Capital 
Authority the Manitoba Agriculture Corporation would 
be u nable to conti n u e  to p rovide loans. These Esti­
mates also provide $2.8 m i l l ion requ i red to mai ntain 
the province's i nterest in the Trout Lake M i ne which is 
bein g  developed near F l i n  F l o n .  

Before closin g  I w o u l d  l i k e  to restate that t h i s  is  the 
first of  two sets of Capital Esti mates to be presented to 
the Legislature. D u e  to the u rg e nt nat u re of  these 
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requ i re ments it is i m portant t h at they be approved 
prior to Apri l  1 st. 1 982. 

Mr .  Speaker. I move. seconded by the H o n o u rable 
Attorney-General,  that  t h i s  H o u se w i l l .  at  i ts  next sit­
t ing .  resolve itself i nto a C o m mittee to consider of the 
S upply to be G ranted to Her Majesty. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rable M e m ber for T u rtle 
M ou ntai n .  

MR. RANSON: Mr.  Speaker. I move. seconded by the 
Member for Lakeside that debate be adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rable M i n ister of F i n ance. 

MR. SCHROEDER: I move. seconded by the H o n o u r­
able Attorney-General that t h i s  H o u se w i l l ,  at its next 
sitt ing .  resolve itself i nto a C o m mittee to consider of 
the Ways and Means of rais i n g  of the S u p ply to be 
granted to Her Majesty. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u rable M e m ber for T u rtle 
M o u ntain.  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker. I move.  seconded by the 
H o n o u rable M e m ber for A rt h u r  t h at the debate be 
adjourned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: Does the H o n o u rable House Leader 
wish to i nd icate to the H o u se w h at the H o u se's work 
will  be for the remainder of the week? 

MR. PENNER: Yes. M r. Speaker. Tomorrow I w i l l  be 
m a k i n g  a n  a n n o u n cement in terms of the Divis ion i nto 
the C o m mittee of S u pp l y  to be i n  the H o u se a n d  
C o m m i ttee outside of the H ouse. t h a t  w i l l  be the Esti­
mates being d iscussed i n  the respective spl i t  com mit­
tees; and I w i l l  be i ntro d u c i n g  for Second Readi n g  two 
or t h ree of the B i l ls that are on the O rder Paper for 
tomorrow. I don't expect that they w i l l  take very long 
in  i ntroductio n .  

M R .  RANSOM: M r. Speaker, I wonder if the Govern­
ment H ouse Leader m i g ht be able to i n dicate now 
w h ich departments will  be first up for review. 

M R .  P E N N ER: I am d o i n g  it a l ittle bit by memory. I 
have previously conferred with the H o n o u rable H o u se 
Leader for the O p positio n .  I n  the C o m mittee outside 
of the H ouse we w i l l  be start i n g  with Natu ral Reso u r­
ces a n d  the C o m m i ttee i n  the H ouse w i l l  be start i n g  
w i t h  the Com m u n ity Services a n d  Corrections.  A t  
least that g ives u s  a n  i dea. We w i l l  be d istr ibut ing t o  
the M e m bers of the H ouse and a n n o u n c i n g  i n  t h e  
H ouse tomorrow the successive Est imates to b e  
received and considered. 

Mr .  S peaker. I move t h at we n ow adjourn .  seconded 
by the H o n o u rable M in i ster of Labour. 
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MOTION presented and carried a n d  t h e  H ou s e  
adjou rned a n d  stan d s  adj o u rned u nt i l  2 : 00 p . m .  
tomorrow (Wednesday) 




