LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
Thursday, 4 March, 1982

Time — 2:00 p.m.
OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital):
Presenting Petitions . . .ReadingandReceiving Peti-
tions . . . Presenting Reports by Standing and Spe-
cial Committees . . .

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS AND TABLING
OF REPORTS

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General

HON. ROLAND PENNER, Attorney-General (Fort
Rouge): Mr. Speaker, | beg leave to file the Tenth
AnnualReportofthe ManitobaPolice Commission for
the calendaryear 1981. Atpresentthere are only three
copies made available to me and | will endeavour to
make sure that there are copies for all members as
soon as they are available from the printer.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS, Minister of Health
(St. Boniface): Mr. Speaker, | have a statement that|
wish to make. | felt it was important enough and there
are copies for all members of the House.

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, March 1st | read a state-
ment in this House respecting the impasse between
the MMA and Government concerning the issue of
binding arbitration. | stated that, whereas the MMA
was demanding binding arbitration in connection
with fee negotiations, the government could not
accept this proposal under the threat that current
negotiations would not succeed without binding arbi-
tration. Atthe same time I reported that we were pre-
pared to enter into serious discussions with the MMA
regarding this issue but asked them to advise their
negotiating team to return to the table and to bargain
in good faith respecting the 1982-83 fee schedule. On
Wednesday, March 3, 1982, | received the attached
letter from Dr. Frank Pearson, President of the Mani-
toba Medical Association. Here's the letter:

“Dear Mr. Desjardins:

In response to your demand that the issues of fee
negotiations and binding arbitration be separated, |
wish to advise you that the Association’s Executive
Committee has adopted the following position.

MMA Executive Policy Statement on Compul-
sory Binding Arbitration

“Whereas the Minister of Health has instructed the
Manitoba Health Services Commission to cease all
further negotiations with the Manitoba Medical Asso-
ciation, thereby violating the current MMA/MHSC
contract,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED

1) Thatthere beanagreementthatall future nego-
tiations and contracts between the Manitoba
Government and the MMA provide for compulsory
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binding arbitration to settle impasses.

“2) That the MMA's other collective bargaining
principles,whichreguire legislative action, be subject
to immediate serious review by the Manitoba
Government. Furthermore, that meaningful discus-
sions take place with the MMA to determine when
legislation can reasonably be introduced.

“3) That further fee negotiations with the MHSC be
conditional on the above two principles being met.

*4) Thatthe MMA's Job Action Committee organize
and carry out a progressive work-to-rule campaign
throughout Manitobainsupportof principlesoneand
two, above.

Yours sincerely,

Frank Pearson, M. D. President”

Mr. Speaker, I'm very disappointed that the Execu-
tive of the MMA have seen fit to reject my offer to
resume negotiations in goodfaith. They know, aswe
all know, thattheissue of binding arbitration requires
changes in legislation — changes that will require
much debate by a variety of groups including the
Manitoba Government, other Provincial Govern-
ments, the Federal Government, the College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons and certainly 50 percent of the
practising physicians in Manitoba who have either
rejected the principle or have yet to be heard. This
being the case one can only assume that the MMA
Executive have decided that it is not in their best
interests to resume negotiations on the 1982-83 fee
schedule but rather intend to lead their membership
astray by suggesting that binding arbitration and the
resulting changes in legislation are achievable with-
outthenormaldebateand considerationthat such an
important issue deserves.

Furthermore, as indicated in Dr. Pearson’s March
3rd letter,itappearsthatthe MMA has alreadysetupa
Job Action Committee to organize and carry out a
progressive work-to-rule campaign throughout Mani-
toba —acampaignthatcanonlyresultin adeteriora-
tion of relationships between physicians and their
patients.

It is with the foregoing in mind that | have now
written the attached letter to the Manitoba Medical
Association.

“Dear Dr. Pearson:

“This is in response to your March 3rd letter advis-
ing me of the MMA Executive Policy Statement on
Compulsory Binding Arbitration.

“It is with extreme regret that | note the policy that
your Executive Committee are supporting, however,
before commenting on the four issues included in
yourletter, may l once more attempttosettherecords
straightinsofaras “who" isviolating the current MMA-
MHSC contract.

“I'm fully aware that there is a contract in existence
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between the Manitoba Health Services Commission
and the MMA that calls upon each party to enter into
negotiations within a given time frame with the objec-
tive of arriving at a fee schedule that is acceptable to
both parties. | had, and continue to have, every inten-
tion of honouringthatagreement. May | point out that
the MMA are neither bargaining within the intent or
spirit of that agreement, in that they are now interject-
ing new conditions into the existing agreement that
did not form part of the agreement that was signed a
year ago. | refer specifically to your current demands
for binding arbitration. If indeed, we are negotiating
under an existing agreement, then let us abide by all
termsofthatagreementwithouteither party interject-
ing new conditions.

“With respect to the four points included in your
letter, please be advised of the following:

“(1) Whileyou areresolvedthatall “future” negotia-
tions and contracts between the Manitoba Govern-
ment and MMA provide for compulsory binding arbi-
tration, you have made no reference to “current”
negotiations. Am | toassume, therefore, that thisreso-
lution refers to negotiations that may be carried out
under future agreement, or am | to assume that you
wish to reply to the existing agreement?

*(2) Regarding your request that other collective
bargaining principles whichrequire Legislative action
be subjecttoimmediate seriousreview, | have already
given youa commitment in my February 25th letterto
theeffectthat | was preparedtodiscussthe concept of
binding arbitration with you and with my Cabinet Col-
leagues, and further, that | was prepared to enter into
these discussions as urgently as possible. You will
alsorecall that| provided you with a similar commit-
ment in my February 24th letter, as well as a verbal
commitment at our two previous meetings.

*(3) Regarding the resolution that future negotia-
tions with MHSC be conditional upon the above two
principles being met — again, if this refers to negotia-
tions under a new contract, I'm prepared to consider
this along with my colleagues. If, however, itrefers to
fee negotiations for 1982-83 which are to be con-
ducted under the existing agreement which does not
terminate until March 31, 1982, then | cannot agree
with this principle.

“(4) Respecting your advice that your Job Action
Committee has been organized to carry out progres-
sive work-to-rule campaign throughout Manitoba —
that, of course, is your prerogative, but | can only
assume that your Executive is prepared to accept the
responsibility for such advice to your membership
—advice that can only serve to drive a deeper wedge
between your Association and Government. | have
great respect for the physicians who practise medi-
cine in Manitoba and | do not feel that they will take
any action that will be detrimental to the relationship
they have with their patients nor will they in any way
jeopardize the health requirements of their patients.

“In closing, Dr. Pearson, | am extremely disap-
pointed that you have not enabled your negotiating
team to return to the table and to negotiate in good
faith under the terms of the existing agreement. e,
however, | realizthatthe existing agreement runs until
March 31,1982 and | remainhopefutthatyouand your
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Executive will, on reflection, permit anormalization of
the negotiating practise under the existingagreement.”

As indicated by the last letter to the MMA, Mr.
Speaker, | remain hopeful that the current negotia-
tions will be resumed before expiration of the current
agreement and it is my intention to keep the public,
thepressandthepractising physicians fully informed.
Thank you very much.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort
Garry.

MR.L.R.(Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr.Speaker,
| wish to thank the Honourable Minister for his state-
ment and to assure him that it is received on this side
of the House with great concern. Itis regrettable that
there appears to be a situation building in whichinno-
cent victims will suffer the consequences of a situa-
tion over which they have no control and, in fact,
aboutwhich they have neverreally been fully informed.
| referto those patients who will sufferinconvenience,
indisposition, perhapsworse, as aconsequence of the
response that may be forthcoming from some practi-
tioners in the province — and | emphasis the word
“some” — to the instructions that have gone out from
the President of the Manitoba Medical Associationto
invoke a work to rule strategy in the present
circumstances.

I think we should not lose sight, Mr. Speaker, of the
factthat it is the patients of those physicians who will
suffer. It's notus inthis House and it's not those of us
who are fortunate enough to enjoy relative good
health but those patients who require and depend on
medical service are going tobe seriously affected by
any such tactic or strategy. Therefore, itis incumbent
upon the Minister, of course, and indeed | believe
upon everybody in this Chamber to ensure that the
impasse is broken and thata work to rule strategy, a
work slowdown does not take place.

| have one other regret that | would express at this
juncture, and that is, that it seems to me that the
language of debate whichhadbeenrelatively temper-
ate and restrained up until afew days ago, now seems
to be undergoing escalation on both sides. | would
hope thatall partieson all sidescanreverttothemost
temperate language possible so as notto exacerbate
the situation.

Lastly, may lurgetheMinister, Mr. Speaker, because
it is his responsibility in the final analysis to instruct
the Manitoba Health Services Commission forthwith
tomake a counter-proposal onthefeescheduleto the
MMA in keeping with the clause in the existing con-
tract. Onemay arguethatis merely semantics because
the 30 days have passed. Well | would accept that
criticism, Mr. Speaker, but semantics or no, | think itis
valuable to make every efforttoundertake every initia-
tive to resolve this situation before it worsens. | very
strongly urge the Minister to instruct the Manitoba
Health Services Commission so to do so that, in fact,
negotiations and proposal and counterproposal, as
an exercise in a mechanism prescribed under the
existing agreement, exist de facto.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member of Com-
munity Services.
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HON. LEONARD S. EVANS (Brandon East): Mr.
Speaker, with leave | beg to Table the Annual Report
of the Manitoba Telephone System for the fiscal year
ended March 31, 1981. Further, | am advised that
copies of this report have been distributed to the
Members of the Legislative Assembly in October,
1981.

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion . . .
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

MR. PENNER introduced Bill No. 3, an Act to amend
An ActRespectingthe Operation of Section 23 of The
Manitoba Act in Regard to Statutes. Loi modifiant la
Loisur l'application de I'article 23 de I'Acte du Mani-
toba aux textes legislatifs.

MR. PENNER introduced Bill No. 4, an Act to amend
The Garage Keepers Act.

HON. EUGENE KOSTYRA (Seven Oaks) introduced
Bill No. 7, An Act to amend The Arts Council Act.
(Recommended by the Honourable, the Administra-
tor of the Province of Manitoba): and Bill No. 9, An
Acttoamend The Insurance Act.

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

MR.SPEAKER: Beforewereach Oral Questions, may
| direct the attention of the Honourable Members to
the Gallery where, in the Speaker’'s Gallery, we are
honoured to have with us the Speaker of the Ontario
Legislature accompanied by Mr. Bob Fleming, the
Director of Administration, and Mr. Tom Mitchenson.

On behalf of all the members | bid youwelcome this
afternoon.

Also in the Gallery, we have a group of students
from Rosenort Collegiate, 21 students of Grade 11
standing under the direction of Mr. Bjarnson. This
school is from the constituency of the Honourable
Member for Morris.

We have a group of 12 students in Grades 7,8 and 9
from Glenboro Schoolunderthe direction of Mr. Hud-
son. This school is in the constituency ofthe Honour-
able Member for Gladstone.

There are 26 students from Murdoch McKay Colle-
giate under the direction of Mr. Schroeder. This
schoolisintheconstituency ofthe Honourable Minis-
ter of Energy and Mines.

On behalf of all the members | welcome you this
afternoon.

ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St.
Norbert.

MR. G.W.J. (Gerry) Mercier, (St. Norbert): Mr.
Speaker, | have some questions for the Honourable
Minister of Urban Affairs. Can the Minister confirm
that the Province of Manitoba is the implementing
jurisdiction under the Core Area Initiative for the
Logan Industrial Park?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister for Urban
Affairs.
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MR.KOSTYRA: Mr.Speaker,inresponsetotheques-
tion, the Province of Manitoba is the implementing
jurisdiction on behalf of the three parties to the Core
Area Initiative Agreement with respect to the expro-
priation of land for the Logan Avenue Industrial Park.

MR. MERCIER: Can the Minister confirm whether or
not the Provincial Government is funding a citizens
group in the Logan area to make a presentation to
Mrs. Shapiro’sinquiry into the expropriation and if so,
in what amount?

MR. KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, this government on
being sworn into office, was made aware of the fact
that expropriations were proceeding in the Logan
Avenue area with respecttothe Logan Avenue Indus-
trial Park, and we had beeninformed that the previous
government hadwaivedtherightofinquiry under The
Expropriation Actsometimelastfall. On receiving this
informationit wasfeltthatone of the aims of the Core
Area Initiatives was to allow the citizens of the core
area of Winnipeg to have a say in what would happen
to their area. As a result of this information, the
government appointeda Commission of Inquiry under
The Inquiry Act to do what should have been done
under The Expropriation Act, and to that end the
Government of Manitoba is giving funds to the Logan
Community Committee in the neighbourhood of
approximately $39,000 in order to make meaningful
representation to the Commission of Inquiry so that
the citizens of the area will have the opportunity of
having their say in the plans for that area.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, can the Honourable
Minister inform the House whether or not individuals
who are being expropriated are receiving a form of
salary or wages from this fund?

MR. KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, the grant was made
payabletothe Logan Avenue Community Committee,
intrust, | believe, and itwasuptothatgroup of citizens
and their elected officials to spend the money as they
saw fit in order to make adequate representation to
the inquiry.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that
apparently there is to be no accountability for the
funds, can the Minister advise whether or not this
grant is being cost-shared with the City of Winnipeg
and Federal Government under the Core Area Initia-
tive Program, orisita unilateral action on the part of
the province?

MR.KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, as | indicated earlierin
response to the first question, the Province of Mani-
toba is the implementing jurisdiction with respect to
the expropriations on behalf of the three levels of
governmentandas such, the costs of the assistance to
the citizens of the area is being charged against the
expropriation.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, could the Minister con-
firm that he refused to allow his Deputy Minister, Mr.
Sanders in Urban Affairs staf,f to make a public pres-
entation before the inquiry, and instead has cast all
the burden of making the presentation upon the City
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of Winnipeg, its administration and its elected officials.

MR.KOSTYRA: Mr.Speaker,inresponsetothe ques-
tion, | made representation as the first person to the
Commission of Inquiry last Monday evening and
made a statement to the Commission of Inquiry which
| am prepared to table for the information of the
members opposite. The Deputy Minister of Urban
Affairs has made a submission that has been tabled
with the Commission of Inquiry, giving the objectives
of the expropriating authority and | am prepared to
table a copy of that for the members opposite and for
the House. The Deputy Minister of Urban Affairs on
behalf of the Province of Manitoba will be making
representationstothe Commissionoflnquiry; | believe,
it may be as early as tonight, it was scheduled for
Tuesday night but he was not able to appear because
of other witnesses. The City of Winnipeg was asked by
the Commission of Inquiry to be the first agency to
provideinformation to the Commission of Inquiry and
the Deputy Minister of Urban Affairs and the Govern-
ment of Manitoba be the second party to provide
information to the Commission of Inquiry.

| have indicated in my presentation to the Commis-
sioner that the province is prepared to co-operate in
any fashionas needbeandasrequested by the Com-
missioninquiry, in ordertocarryout her worktobring
recommendations for it to the Province of Manitoba
which will be discussed with the other two levels of
government once they are made.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, can the Minister advise
this House how he hopes to attract private sector to
not only the Logan area development, to the whole
Core Area Program when he has undermined its
whole credibility on its first major projectby abandon-
ing the whole operation to the City of Winnipeg?

MR.KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, the Core Area Initiative
Agreement as | understand it, is to provide for major
renewal of the core area of the City of Winnipeg, to
attract new industries, to present a better climate for
citizens to work and to live in the core area of Win-
nipeg, and wearecertainly co-operatingwith alllevels
of government to achieve those aims.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, can the Minister advise
the House when he will find the time to meet with the
Mayor and Mr. Axworthy to appoint a general man-
ager so that the plan can get under way?

MR.KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, | am able and willing to
meet with the Mayor and the Federal Minister at any
time. |l havemet with them ona continualbasisatleast
once a week since assuming office. | met with the
Mayor and a representative of the Minister a week ago
last Friday, and spent some 10 hours interviewing
candidates for the Core Area Manager outside of the
time | had to come back into the House. | then again
met with the Mayor and arepresentative of the Federal
Government last Monday to review the applicants
again for the core area manager, and | have agreed
again, on request of the Mayor, to meet next Friday |
believe, to again review the Core Area Manager. | am
prepared to meet at any time to select a Core Area
Manager, Mr. Speaker.
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for La
Verendrye:

MR.ROBERT (BOB) BANMAN (LaVerendrye): Thank
you, Mr. Speaker, | direct my question to the First
Minister and would ask the Minister to inform the
House whether or not his Legislative Assistant is act-
ing on behalf of some of the people in the Logan area
expropriation.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

HON. HOWARD R. PAWLEY, Premier, (Selkirk): Mr.
Speaker, | understand that Mr. Corrin s, in his legal
capacity, acting on behalf of some of the property
owners in the Logan Industrial Park area.

MR.BANMAN: A question, Mr. Speaker, to the Minis-
ter of Urban Affairs. | wonder if the Minister could
inform the House whether or not the Premier's Legis-
lative Assistant has access to files in his Department?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Urban
Affairs.

MR. KOSTYRA: No, Mr. Speaker.

MR.BANMAN: Mr.Speaker, in light of the Minister of
Government Services absence, who is responsible in
the Manitoba Government with regardtoland acquis-
tion, | wonder if the First Minister could inform the
House whether or not his Legislative Assistant has
access to files within the Department of Government
Services, namely, the Land Acquistion Branch?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.
MR.PAWLEY: No, Mr. Speaker.
MR.SPEAKER: TheHonourable Member forLakeside.

MR.HARRY ENNS (Lakeside): Mr.Speaker,|directa
question to the Honourable Minister of Natural
Resources. It has been brought to light today, by
senior members of his staff, that significant poaching
and bootleg trading and selling of commercial fish is
takingplaceintheprovince,and mydirectquestionto
the Honourable Minister is — the report referred to
this morning was a specific report — would it be his
intention to make that report public?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Natural
Resources.

HON. ALVIN H. MACKLING, Minister of Natural
Resource (St. James): Mr. Speaker, | understand the
poaching of fish was going on during the term of the
previous administration and that some investigation
has been made of this and the investigationis ongoing.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, let me then assure the hon-
ourable member that poaching of game and theillegal
sale of fish has been going on since game have been
caught and since fish have been caught in this pro-
vince. It's a question of its significance and what this
Minister, who is now responsible, is doing about it.
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The question is, will the report that has been referred
to in the media be made public?

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, | thought if the hon-
ourable member was listening he would have heard
my answer. | said the investigation is ongoing and at
this stage the report will not be made public.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, | did not get the answer. |
was asking about whether a report, whenever it is
available, will it be made public, Mr. Speaker?

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, there’'s no question
that once the investigation has been concluded and
we decide whether or not either criminal proceedings
are warranted, or whatever, then the report would be
made public.

MR.ENNS: Mr.Speaker, | thank the Honourable Min-
ister for that answer. Mr. Speaker, would he perhaps
also assure the many hundreds of thousands of
serious and dedicated Manitobans, who are con-
cerned about the welfare of the game, that he will not
use his influence, as he suggested it might have been
used on anotheroccasion in the early 70s when cattle
rustling was a particular problem to the cattlemen,
and he espoused thatrather informal and unique pol-
icy that perhaps the first one should be on the house;
would he indicate some support for his law enforce-
ment officers, game wardens, that he intends to use
his office inadiligent, responsible mannerinreducing
the amountof poachingthatis goingoninManitoba?

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, | like the tone of the
honourable member's question. He wants to draw
some fire and | choose not to lower myself to the level
in which he asked the question. | would just like to
indicate to the House —(Interjection)— You know, |
was always told by people that good things come in
small packages and if we want to compare stature |
certainly would not draw any reference to the Leader
of the Opposition but | would think that your remarks
might be better directed towards your Leader.
However, in answer to your question, certainly
there was as much rustling took place under my hon-
ourable friend opposite as ever went on in Manitoba
before, and we are still concerned with thatissue and |
hope that we'll have even greater success in address-
ing that problem than my honourable friends did.

MR. ENNS: | have no further questions but Iriseona
matter of personal privilege. | appeal toyou, what hair
shirt, what sack of ashen clothes do | have to don
before | canask simple questions of this House with-
outbeingaccused of being mean and dirty and nasty.
I'm honestly and genuinely tryingtobe aMr. Nice Guy
for a change and | need some co-operation.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. | doubt the honour-
able member had a matter of privilege for the House.
The Honourable Member for Tuxedo.

MR. GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): Thank “you, Mr.
Speaker, my questionis forthe Minister of Education.
I wonder iftheMinistercouldconfirmthattheincrease
of $46.5 million she announced yesterday, in her Edu-
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cationFinance Program, was only the amount required
by Statute under the legislation and regulations of the
Education Support Program passed by the previous
Provincial Government?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of
Education.

HON. MAUREEN HEMPHILL, Minister of Education
(Logan): | am gladtobe able toinform the House that
the $469 million announced that we have put in an
additional $12.2 million other than that required under
the legislation that they brought into being. We did
that forthe purpose of meeting the deficiencies that
were in place with the existing program, and that was
theinequities and the disparities caused by disadvan-
taged Divisions.

We brought in a special program; we put in extra
money.

MR. FILMON: | wonder, Mr. Speaker, if the Minister
can inform us whether or not a portion of the $12.4
million in supplemental grants, which she's just
referred to, is derived from the Foundation Levy por-
tion of the property taxes throughout the province?

MRS.HEMPHILL: Aportionofthe money, the deriva-
tion of the $12.2 million, is coming from the Education
Support Levy, Mr. Speaker.

MR. FILMON: So, Mr. Speaker, it's not really $12.4
million additional of direct provincial funding then.
Well, in thatcase, Mr. Speaker, can the Minister indi-
cate whether or not it is her intention to increase the
Foundation Levy mill rates throughout the Province
this year?

MRS. HEMPHILL: It has not been finally determined
and, the information that he is asking for, the Public
Schools Finance Board will be communicating with
the municipalities by the March 15th deadline and he
will have thatinformation at that time.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Speaker, | wonder, in view of the
factthatlastyearonly 5 out of the 57 school divisions
in the province were required to have an increase in
their Special Property Tax Mill Rate for school pur-
poses, how many school divisions does the Minister
expectwill have anincrease in property tax mill rates
as a result of her new program?

MRS. HEMPHILL: That information is not available
since the budgets have not been finalized yet by the
School Divisions, so that information will be coming
outinaweekortwoalso. Whatl cantellyouisthatwe
are absolutely certain that the impact of the new pro-
gram money that we have put into place is going to
reducethe mill rateimpactonthe most needy divisions.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St.
Norbert.

MR.MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, to the Minister of Educa-
tion, | wonder if she could inform me whether or not
sheis satisfiedthatthe Consumer Price Index formula
usedto calculatethe increase in education financing
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which she announced yesterday accurately reflects
the increase in operating costs at schools which she
estimated range from some $2,100 per pupil to $3,200

per pupil.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Speaker, | do not believe that
the Consumer Price Index alone is an adequate
amount of money to make up for the increased cost. |
will say though that the figure we are using for the
Consumeér Price Index is the Canadian figure, notthe
Manitoba figure, and that gives them an additional 2
percent there, so we are giving additional leeway
there. But apart from that we are recognizing that it
does not quite makeup for all of theirincreased costs,
and we have increased the existing grants in areas
where we have been told the needs are the greatest.
And this information came from superintendents,
from school trustees, from principals; everybody
agreed to the same thing: they needed increased
money in transportation, they needed increased money
for books and because the needs at the individual
school divisionsvary, we increased the basic operat-
ing grant $10,000, which means for every additional 50
students they have, they get an additional $10,000.00.
That they can apply to the areas where the needs are
the greatest.

It's a four-point package, Mr. Speaker, and it's the
combination of the Consumer Price Index, the
increases on the existing components within the pro-
gram, the additional money put into the hands of the
school divisions that need it the most through the
supplement program, and the money thatis going in
to help those also who need help the most — small
schools —that gives us the package thatis going to
give them the help that they need.

MR. MERCIER: | thank the Minister very much, Mr.
Speaker, for that thorough answer. Could she inform
the House whether or not the increases in education
financing include any increases in the per-student
grant for independent schools?

MRS. HEMPHILL: No, it will not, Mr. Speaker.

MR. MERCIER: | have one further supplemental
question, Mr. Speaker, which | almost hesitate to ask
in view of the applause that the previous answer
received on the other side of the House. However, |
would ask the Minister, Mr. Speaker, whether she is
prepared to give an undertaking to the House to
review the funding of independentschools in order to
providea fairincrease in the per-studentgrant to them
and to review putting the whole funding of indepen-
dent schools also on a formula basis which would
reflect the increase in cost of living.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Speaker, | would like to inform
the House that, as you have probably heard, we are
undertaking a major educational finance review and
all components of education finance will be consi-
dered during that review.

MR.SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Portage
la Prairie.

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie): Thank you,
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Mr. Speaker, | have a question to the Minister of
Community Services and Corrections. Notwithstand-
ingthe Minister'scomments yesterday withrespectto
the proposed recreational swimming complex at the
Manitoba School for Retardates in Portagela Prairie,
can the Minister assure this House that no decision
has been made up to this point to alter the design of
that project?

MR.EVANS: Well, Mr. Speaker, as | indicated yester-
day the entire matter is under review so that should
give the honourable member the answer to this ques-
tion as well.

MR.HYDE: Well, Mr. Speaker, | don't know whether
that does give me the answer that I'm looking for.
However, | have a supplementary question to the
sameMinister. Canthe Ministertellthis House whether
any officials or building contractors in Portage have
been advised by his department or by Government
Services that the design is to be changed?

MR. EVANS: Well, Mr. Speaker, | think the preceding
answer should also apply butlet me takethismatteras
notice —(Interjection)— the member asked some
details and | —(Interjection)— would suggest that I'll
take this as notice and advise the member.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort
Garry.

MR. SHERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, my ques-
tion is to the Honourable Minister of Community Ser-
vices and Corrections. Could the Minister tell this
House what the average waiting time is for prospec-
tive adoptive parents in Manitobatoreceive a child for
adoption? Would it be about two years?

MR. EVANS: Well, again, Mr. Speaker, to answer the
honourable member precisely, I'd have to check into
that matter and, indeed, | will.

MR. SHERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Given the
factthat if the Minister checks his records, | think he
will confirmthatit's roughly in the neighbourhood of
24 months orslightly morethan 24 months, and would
the Ministeralsoconfirmthatthe waitinglist foradop-
tion is fairly extensive in the province? Would it be fair
to say that the waiting list comprised of prospective
adoptive parents is substantial?

MR. EVANS: Well, Mr. Speaker, | have a suspicion
that the Honourable Member for Fort Garry has a
fairly good feel for this particular subject having been
previously responsible in this particular area. But
again| will take that as notice and assure myself and
the members of the House of the facts.

MR.SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the Minis-
ter's efforts in this respect but in view of the fact that
there's no specific answer at the moment, and pro-
ceedingonthebasis thatthe waiting listis substantial
and| think thatinvestigation will bearthat out, can the
Minister of Community Services and Corrections
advise this House why it is that the provincial Child
Welfare Service is promoting the export of parentless
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Manitoba Native children out of province and out of
state over the prospective adoptive parents who are
assembled on the waiting list and desirous of adopt-
ing Manitoba children, regardless of the fact that
some of these are children who could be put in the
category of special-needs children.

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, | can advise the honour-
able member that the procedures followed by the
appropriate officials in the Department of Community
Services are virtually the same, thus far at least, as
those followed when the honourable members oppo-
site were the Government of Manitoba. There's really
been no change in these procedures.

With regard tothe problemthatthe member alluded
to, the question of children being placed for adoption
outoftheProvince of Manitoba, | canadvise thatthere
is alengthy process that is undertaken. A very great
effort is made, I'm advised, to place people in homes
of Manitobans and, failing that, in other homes in the
rest of Canada; the very last resort, as | believe the
Honourable Member for Fort Garry would appreciate,
thevery lastresortisa placementin a home outside of
the country. | might add that the people that are
placed outside of Manitoba are often in groups of two
or three; they're children that come from broken
homes and are often groups of two or three, some-
times four children. Very often they have additional
problems such as physical problems, perhaps prob-
lems of mental retardation, other difficulties. It's only
whenthey cannotbe placed anywhere in Manitoba or
where there's no suitable home in the rest of Canada,
I'm advised, that then a home outside of Canada is
considered.

MR. SHERMAN: Well, Mr. Speaker, is theHonourable
Minister saying that the several dozen Manitoba
Indian and Metis children that were exported to a
private adoptionagencyin New Orleansinthecourse
of the past year were all children that could not be
placed in Manitobahomes;thathad special needs that
could not be accommodated in Manitoba? That
appears to be what he is saying in his answer.

MR.EVANS: Mr. Speaker, wearelookingatthe whole
procedure, | repeat. The procedure followed, as |
understand it, it's the same one that's been followed
for some time. | might remind the honourable member
thatvarious effortsare madetoadvisepeoplein Mani-
toba of children that are available for adoption; if the
particular agency cannot find a home within its own
resources the child is listed in the Manitoba Adoption
Bulletin which is published by the Child Welfare
Directorate twice a month. | might also add that if this
is unsuccessful then, through the courtesy of the
newspapers of Manitoba, an ad is placed with no
charge — it's called A Child Who Waits — which has
wide circulationthroughoutthe province, again advis-
ing Manitobans of the availability of certain children.|
might add that this information is made available to
variousreservesincluding the Dacotah-Ojibway Child
and Family Service Agency and the Southeast Tribal
Council. In other words, there's a large extensive
effort made. | repeat this is a procedure that has been
in practice for some years.
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MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, will the Minister res-
cind or has the Minister rescinded a letter from a Mr.
Richard Zeilinger of the United States soliciting Mani-
toba Native children, which is not in conformity with
practice in previousyears butappearsto be reflective
or representative of asomewhat new approach and a
somewhat new policy, has the Ministerrescinded that
letter which appeared in the Manitoba Adoption Bul-
letin, or will he rescind that letter and ensure that
social service agencies in this province are not soli-
cited by means of that letter to transfer Manitoba
children to points in the United States?

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, I'm not quite sure whether
the honourable member’s suggestion is one that is
appropriate. | don't know exactly what he means by
rescindingbut| would like torepeatthatwe'rereview-
ing the matter and when a policy decision is made it
will be announced in due course.

MR. SHERMAN: Well, Mr. Speaker, will the Minister
undertake to advise those social service agencies in
theProvinceofManitoba—andhe'sgotalistofthem
— who receive the Manitoba Adoption Bulletin and
who got a bulletin that contained a letter from an
agency in the United States urging them to make
available Manitoba Native children for adoption
through that agency in the United States, will the
Minister contact those social services agencies and
simply tell them thatthat letter is not consistent with
the policy of his department and that it is to be
ignored?

MR. EVANS: As | said, we're looking into the matter
and we will make a decision on this in due course.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for
Thompson.

MR. STEVE ASHTON (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, |
have a question for the Minister of Energy and Mines.
My questionisinregardtothereviewoftheproposed
aluminumsmelterwhich has beenundertaken between
the Province of Manitoba and Alcan. I'm just wonder-
ing if the question of location will be raised in that
review?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Energy
and Mines.

HON. WILSON PARASIUK, Minister of Energy and
Mines (Transcona): Mr. Speaker, the joint review is
under way and the question of site selectionisoneof
the matters being looked into.

MR. ASHTON: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. In
view of the fact that Thompson has a number of eco-
nomic, geographical and environmental advantages
as apossible site for industry such asaluminumsmel-
ters; in view of the fact that we have accessed land
water of Hydro and plenty of space in the City of
Thompson, | waswondering if the minister could indi-
cate whether the City of Thompson will be one of the
locations which will be raised in the discussions with
Alcan Aluminum?
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MR.PARASIUK: Mr.Speaker, wearegoingtobeask-
ing Alcanto tell us about all the sites they havelooked
atand we are goingto be asking them, as well, tolook
ata number of sites which we're asking people within
thevarious departments of Manitoba to come out with
as possible sites for an aluminum smelter, which
would dampen any possible environmental impacts
and | would assume that in that course Thompson
would be one of the sites thatis being put forward for
consideration and discussion.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Swan
River.

MR.DOUG GOURLAY (Swan River): | have a ques-
tion to the Minister of Natural Resources. Recently |
have received a number of enquiries from people west
of The Pasindicating there-occurringdead fish prob-
lem in the Birch River-Bracken Dam-Carrot River
areasand| think members who were in the House last
year will recall that the Member for The Pas had
brought this question up a number of times last year,
I'm wondering if the Minister can advise as to what
information he has with respect to this problem and
what his staff are doing about it?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Natural
Resources.

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, that's the second fishy
question fromacrossthewayand| don'tthinkthey're
fishing in troubled waters because those waters have
existed for some time. | don’t think there's been any
change brought about by my staff in any arrange-
ments in respect to that system. However, if the hon-
ourable member is suggesting that the system that
they had undertheiradministration lacks something|
will certainly look into it.

MR. GOURLAY: Mr. Speaker, | don't think that the
Ministergotthe point of my question.lhaveaskedthe
Minister to report to the House if, in fact, there is a lot
of deadfish as aresult of going up the Birch Riverand
getting trapped in some of the smaller creeks and
rivers in the Saskram area. This apparently has hap-
peneda number of years in the past, is it in fact actu-
ally happening at the present time, how bad is it and
whatis his staff doing about it?

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, | have been getting a
lot of gratuitous advice fromthat side of the House but
I would liketoinformthe Housethatthatquestionhad
already been putto me by the Honourable Member for
The Pas and | indicated to him that | would look into
that matter and | will inform the House.

MR.GOURLAY: Thank youvery much forthatanswer.
| was not aware that question had been brought up. |
would like to direct a question to the Minister of
Northern Affairs, | was pleased to hear him remark
yesterday that negotiations weregoingonvery wellin
the new Northlands Agreement between the federal
people and the provincial people. | wonder if he can
advise the House as to when the signing of that new
agreement can take place.
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MR.SPEAKER: TheHonourable MinisterofNorthern
Affairs.

MR. COWAN: | would like to thank the member for
that question. It is a matter of great interest to all
persons who are concerned with northern develop-
ment and for that reason | have met with the Honour-
able Minister Pierre De Bane and the Honourable Min-
ister Herb Gray over the past number of months for
the purpose of discussing the continuation of the
Northlands Agreement. Asaresultofongoing consul-
tation which hastakenplacethroughout the province
and as a result of those meetings, just recently the
HonourableMr.Gray and myself directed our respec-
tive staff tobeginactive and intensive negotiations for
the purpose of bringing that agreement forward for
signing with the least possible disruption in existing
servicesandongoingprograms underthe Northlands
Agreemnent. So | can indicate to the member at this
time thatthose negotiations are proceeding and | will
be providing furtherinformationto the House as those
negotiations continue along their way.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Swan
River.

MR. GOURLAY: | would like to thank the Minister for
that answer, we would beveryinterested in knowinga
specific date when that will be available. A further
question with respectto the Special ARDA Agreement
which, | believe, will be expiring the end of this March,
I'm wondering if the Minister can inform the House as
to what negotiations are going on with respect to a
new Special ARDA Agreement at this time?

MR. COWAN: Well, to provide a more specific answer
which the Member for Turtle Mountain requested
from his seat, in respecttothe Northlands Agreement,
| can only indicate to him that the Northlands Agree-
ment will be signed much sooner as a result of the new
governmentbeing in place than ifthe old government
hadbeenin place.

In respect to the Special ARDA negotiations, | am
pleasedtoinform members of the House that negotia-
tions have proceededverywell and | would hopetobe
able to provide a specific answer in regard to when
thatagreement willbe signedinthe very nearfuture to
the member.

MR. GOURLAY: | wonder if the Minister of Northern
Affiars could indicate whetherthe new agreement will
allow Special ARDA funds to be used for capital con-
struction orimprovements onfish plants in the north?

MR. COWAN: As the member, Mr. Speaker, is aware
the Special ARDA Agreement has been negotiated
over the past few months and, as part of that process,
there has been a Special ARDA Committee which has
been developed and has been meeting; that Special
ARDA committee has addressed that issue and made
certain recommendations to those parties involved in
the negotiations and | can assure the member that
those recommendations have been taken into due
consideration and | would expect to be able to provide
him with the specific details as to what will be con-
tained in that agreement when we, in fact, are able to
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table that agreement. However, | believe it would be
inappropriate, on my part at this time, to discuss the
specific details without allowing the parties most
interested and involved in the negotiations an oppor-
tunity to review them in detail. So, in short, | can
answer him that | would not rule out that possibility
and | would hope to be able to discuss the matter in
more detail with him and others | know whoare inter-
ested in that Special ARDA Agreement and negotia-
tions which are ongoing in the very near future.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Arthur.

MR. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. Speaker, |
have a question for the First Minister. In view of the
fact that the First Minister promised the agricultural
people of the Province of Manitoba a Beef Income
Assurance Programorasupport program,immediate
relief to their industry prior to the election last fall, |
wonder if he could indicate to the farm community
andthe people of Manitoba when that announcement
will be made.

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, this government has
been most concerned in respect to the state of the
beefindustry in the Province of Manitoba and it is for
that reason that my Minister of Agriculture has been
meeting on a continuous basis with various beefpro-
ducer organizations and beef producers in Manitoba
and he has been working with them in order to bring
forth proposals and plansinordertoensurethatthere
is a level of assistance provincially. At the same time
that he has been doing that he has been making
representations to Ottawa for a Beef Stabilization
Program and is still awaiting some response from
Ottawa as he works on the provincial front as well.
Specifically, my Minister of Agriculture will be making
I'm sure in the not too distant future further
announcements to this.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, | was somewhat con-
cerned. | thought probably, in view of the fact that the
First Minister had committed himself, and in fact |
could ask him the question; what is his definition of
immediately, becausethere is apressreport out, prior
to the election, that in fact there would not be any
dragging of thefeetbut he would, in fact, introduce a
program immediately. Is that sometime in the next
month or two months or on until a lot more beef
producers have disappeared off the scene as far as
production of beef is concerned.

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, let me assure the hon-
ourable member that our definition of immediately is
muchlesstime spacewisethanindeedwasthe defini-
tion of immediately under the previous government.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. Order, please. The
time for Oral Questions has expired.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
THRONE SPEECH DEBATE

MR.SPEAKER: On the proposed Motion by the Hon-
ourable Member for The Pas and the proposed
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Amendment by the Honourable Leader of the
Opposition.

The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs has
five minutes.

MR. COWAN: You will recall, Mr. Speaker, that as |
was concluding my remarks yesterday afternoon |
hadindicated to the Member for Emerson that | would
be providing more detail to him inrespect to his ques-
tion on the possible location of awaste disposal site in
Kitson County by the Minnesota Government. | can
inform him at this time that the Minnesota Govern-
ment has formed a Minnesota Waste Management
Board as a result of their Waste Management Act of
1980, and the purpose of that Board is to develop a
hazardous waste management plan for that State.
They have undertaken two specific objectives in that
regard. The firstis tolocate a site for a landfill opera-
tion, and the second is to locate a site for a chemical
processing plant. As aresult of that process they have
selected 20 candidate sites throughout the state. One
is in Kitson County and nine are in the Red River
drainage basin area, so those are the ones with which
this Provincial Government and the people of this
province aremost concerned.

I caninform himthatthe onethatis being suggested
for the Kitson County site is a landfill operation only,
and is not the chemical processing plant, as well as,
that being the case in respectto the others in the Red
River drainagebasin. Thereis no plan for the chemical
processing plant in the Red River drainage basin area
at this time.

Even although thatdoes allay fears somewhat, the
Provincial Government has been in contact with Mr.
Robert Dunn who is Chairperson of the Minnesota
Waste Management Board over the past number of
months and, as a result of that, there was a meeting
heldin mid-Decemberin Manitoba between represen-
tatives of the Waste Management Board — Mr. Dunn
himself being present — and environmental manage-
ment division staff. According to correspondence
which Mr. Dunn forwarded to the First Minister, after
that meeting it was suggested that meetingresultedin
protracted and productive discussions,sol canassure
the Member for Emerson that we have discussed this
in detail, and we have advised the Minnesota Waste
Management Board of our concerns. We have been
given a commitment as a result of that meeting that
there will be continued close communication with
Manitoba’s environmental authorites in respect to the
operation or the possible location of that plant.

| hope that information is of some value to Member
forEmerson,andifheshouldhavefurtherquestions, |
would invite him to either give me a call or to maybe
step over after my speech and | can go over some of
the details with him if he's interested.

The reason | welcomethatinterest on the partofthe
Member for Emerson, onthe partofallthe membersin
the Chambers, is that we, too, are going to be faced
with that sort of a process in the near future, because
there are hazardous wastes. There are more and more
hazardous wastes being generated, and as a Provin-
cial Government, we are going to have to develop a
comprehensive hazardous waste management plan.
So we aregoing tolook forward not only to the inter-
est and respect of the Kitson County proposal but, as
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well, in respect to any hazardous waste management
plans which we may develop.

Now | want to give this commitment at this time,
because this is an extremely important area and an
area of great concern to many Manitobans. That
commitment is we will conduct that program, that
process, inthe openand with an ongoing and continu-
ing dialogue with the people of this province to ensure
that their concerns are taken into consideration, and
to ensure that, in fact, the development of that plan
will be done so in the best interests of not only the
whole province but in the best interests of those indi-
viduals who may be located in close proximity, if that
isthe case, of any such hazardous waste management
site.

Sothatisanissue that was addressed in the Throne
Speech and one which | wanted to clarify at this time.
There were other issues respecting acid rain and
some other environmental concerns which we will
address over the next few months and, indeed, over
the next few years. | thank you, Mr. Speaker, for this
opportunity tohave provided thatbit of information to
the Member for Emerson.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for
Gladstone.

MRS. CHARLOTTE OLESON (Gladstone): Mr.
Speaker, thank youforthe privilege of addressing this
Assembly. | would, before commencing my remarks,
like to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, on your
appointment, and | would alsoto congratulate all the
Members of this House from both sides on their elec-
tion to this Assembly.

At this time, | would also like to pay tribute to Mr.
Jim Ferguson, the former Member for Gladstone, for
his faithful representation in this House. He left the
constituency in good order | am happy to say, and it
will not be easy to fill his shoes.

Inthis, my initial address to this House | will not only
be introducing myself to you, but | will alsobe intro-
ducingto you the Constituency of Gladsone as it now
stands after redistribution.

Of myself. | will say little, except | bring to this
House a sincere desire to serve the people of Glad-
stone Constituency and the people of Manitoba. If my
desire to serve my constituents brings me into conflict
with the present Government, so be it.

The Constituency of Gladstone as it now stands,
emcompasses most of the old constituency plus part
of Rock Lake, Souris-Killarney and Portage. With
these new boundaries, the constituency covers a
large expanse of farmland, parkland, towns, villages
and hamlets, beginning in the centre of southern
Manitoba and stretching north to Langruth on the
shores of Lake Manitoba. It covers seven municipali-
ties, and takes in the major trading centres of the
Town of Gladsone, the Village of MacGregor, the
Town of Carberry, the Village of Glenboro and the
Village of Treherne, as well as numerous unincorpo-
rated centres. Therefore | am vitally interested in small
communities and their growth and development.

The constituency includes a wide range of soil
types suitable for growing a wide variety of crops and
suitable for livestock operations of considerable size
and variety. Therefore, | am vitally interested in grain
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prices, thelivestock industry,the Crow rate and other
matters pertaining, in fact, all matters pertaining to
agriculture.

Straddlling the southern part of the constituency is
alargetract of so-called marginal land which contains
the Spruce Woods Provincial Forest and the Spruce
Woods Provincial Park. One of the citizens who
worked very hard to promote the creation of that park
oftenremarks that there is no marginalland. All land is
good for something. This park has certainly proved
him right, as citizens from the immediate area and
fromall partsofManitobaand beyond enjoy camping,
desert hiking and beach facilities in the summer, and
skiing, snowmobiling, hiking, skating and curling
facilities in the winter. How wise we Manitobans are,
now that we have decided to enjoy Manitoba winters,
not merely endure them. This park has truly become
one of the playgrounds of Manitoba. Properly main-
tained and husbanded, this fragile, sandy so-called
marginal land can serve us well for many, many
decades to come.

Further to the north in whatis probably the geogra-
phic centre of the constituency, is the Manitoba Agri-
cultural Museum at Austin. This large and expanding
facility is afitting tributetothepioneers who built this
fine province, who worked theland and built the agri-
cultureheritagetowhatitistoday.If youwishtocatch
the spirit of early Manitoba, be sure to attend the
Threshermen’s Reunion heldannuallyatthe museum.
Last year approximately 40,000 people attended the
reunion and a further 4,000 visited the museum during
theyear. The BoardofDirectors ofthisfinefacility are
to be congratulated for their work in preserving the
history of Manitoba.

Austin, of course, is not alone in working to pre-
serve the history of Manitoba. Most of the centres in
the constituency haveorare planningtocreate muse-
ums and compile books of local history to keep per-
manent records of their past. Many of the communi-
ties in the constituency have celebrated or about to
celebrate their 100th birthdays. The Town of Glad-
stone recently held a very successful centennial con-
cert and dance to kick off their centennial celebra-
tions for this year. Other communities such as
Rathwell, Holland, Carberry and McGregor are busy
planning homecoming weeks and various other events
to celebrate the fact that their community is 100 years
old this year or next, a wonderful opportunity to
reflect on the past as we look forward to the future.

In the last couple of months I've had the privilege of
attending several Agricultural Society meetings
throughout the constituency, at which Century Farm
Awards were presented. These have been very inter-
esting evenings. It has been fascinating to hear the
history of some of the province’'sfarmsandtolearn of
the hard work that went into their creation. Truly our
pioneerswere of sturdy stock, or the farms and com-
munities we know today would not be in existence.
Sturdystockittookto found this provinceandto bring
it to the productivity of today. The sturdiness of us,
their heirs, is going to be sorely tried in the months
and the years to come.

As| listened with interesttothe Throne Speechread
by Her Honour The Lieutenant-Governor last Thurs-
day, it occurred to me that perhaps the farmers of
Manitoba should give up planting wheat, corn, sun-
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flowers and such things, and perhaps they should
plant money trees instead. That is what it's going to
take to finance the intentions of the present govern-
ment. We shall await with interest, the Budget, which
will tell us just how many money trees to plant and
how much money we will have to harvest to finance
the proposed programs. In times when even the
Leaderof our Federal Governmentis telling usto slow
down our spending, it seems rather imprudent to
introduce programs which will cost the taxpayers
even more money than they currently cannot afford.
| was disappointed to hear in the Throne Speech so
much reference to that which the governmentintends
to become involved in. To me, it said nothing to the
investor wishing to invest in business in Manitoba,
and it said nothing to the entrepreneur wishing to
expand a small business or manufacturing firm.

It said nothingaboutreal jobs within our communi-
ties throughout the province. It spoke of government
doing forthe people,thatwhichthepeoplewith some
initiative would very much like to do for themselves.
Give us the climate and we'll provide the initiative to
continue the well-being of this great province. Long-
term, meaningful jobs are what we want for our young
people and others in all parts of Manitoba, not patch-
work short-term fillers, which bring only false hope.

Much has been made of thefactthatthere are seven
women in this Legislature. It seems extremely sad that
there should be need to be pleased when there are 7
out of 57 — not a particularly great record. One is
forced to wonder what we women have been doing
sincewegainedtherighttobehere. That,weallknow,
isalongstoryand astorythat | willnotgo into at this
time. The election of awomanis not new to the Consti-
tuency of Gladstone. Part of the southern area of the
constituency was very ably representedat one time by
Thelma Forbes, a former speaker of this House. Her
ablerepresentation of the area certainly helped me as
| campaigned in that part of the constituency. Mrs.
Carolyn Morrison also ably represented the Rural
Constituency of Pembina in the ‘60s. In fact, the Con-
servatives have been represented by women at var-
ious times and from various areas over the years.

Inclosingl'd like tothank the Constituency of Glad-
stone for electing me and | will certainly try to be
worthyofthetrusttheyhaveplacedin me. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Spring-
field.

MR.ANDY ANSTETT (Springfield): —(Interjection)—
Mr. Speaker, with respect to the interjection from the
otherside, I'd like to start by saying I'm very happy to
bebackhere,and very happy tobebackherein avery
different role. It gives me some pleasure to be here in
that role.

| realize, Mr. Speaker, that one of the members
opposite may not share that happiness but I'm sure
that you, as Speaker, know that | respect the office of
the Speaker and the institution that this House is. |
would like to begin by indicating my respect for you,
and the choice of this House to place you in the
Speaker’s Chair, because having worked with you for
many years and through many Sessions, | came to
respectyouasamanwhonotonly knewtherules, but
had a high respect for the parliament, the institution
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that this assembly is, someone who will do his best to
guide us in our deliberations. | trust, Sir, that despite
my former career, | know that | willerr and sometimes
not always do those things that you would expect
from me and | trust, Sir, that you will give me the
guidance that | will deserve and | will give you my
promise now, that | will do my best to heed that and
always speak and act in the best interests of this
Assembly and of its traditions.

I would like also, Sir, to acknowledge the fact that
serving this Assembly and this province, we have, for
the first time in this province’s history, a female
Lieutentant-Governor. | think thatsays something for
the comment the Member for Gladstone just made
about the progress of women in this province, and the
factthatwe nolongerhave to make special note of the
fact that there are seven members or 20 members in
this House.Butcertainly, Manitobaisonly the second
province in Canada to have a woman as Lieutenant-
Governor, and | not only welcome her but I wish her
well in her new role. To date she has not only been
exemplary, but she has shown a great deal of ability
and intelligence in addressing that job.

| would like also, Mr. Speaker, to congratulate the
new Sergeant-at-Arms and the staff of the Assembly
for the tremendous way in which they serve the
members here.| know thatthejob of serving members
in this House cannot always be an easy one, sol would
like to assure the members of the staff that we have
their confidence as members and show some respect
for the service that they provide to us.

Mr. Speaker, | consideritagreat personal honourto
serve this House. Although I've served it in the pastin
a very different role, | recognize that the role of a
member is probably one of the highest honours that
can be bestowed on anyone in the Province of Manit-
oba. | approach that role with some humility and some
insecurity because | know frompastexperiencewhat
it takes, and the effort that must go into being a
member on either side of the House, in any of the
variety of roles in which members are called upon to
serve. | know that all other members approach the
task with basically the same perspective. With regard
once again, to the question of the makeup of the
present Legislature, | would like to suggest to the
Member for Gladstone that |, too, share her concern
that there are so few women in this Legislature, and |
wouldlike to suggestto herthat! would supportherin
any efforts in which she intends to engagetoensure
thatin the next Legislature there will be 23 women on
that sideoftheHouse. “Theremight wellbe34onthis
side,” says the Member for Wolseley. I'm not sure |
would welcome that with the same willingness that |
would welcome 23 on the other side.

Mr. Speaker, the Constituency of Springfield is his-
torically one of the oldest constituencies in Manitoba.
It dates from the immediate post-confederation period.
It covers at the present time, almost 4,000 square
miles, five different municipalities, fourdifferent school
divisions and a large area of provincial forest and
approximately 90 percent of the Whiteshell Provincial
Park.thas been said by many in commenting on the
riding in the pastthatin many ways it is a microcosm
of the province. It has urban areas close to the city, it
has a large farming component, many small towns
and villages. It also has a resource-based extraction
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area and a tourist industry in the eastern areas. So
Springfield in some ways allows a member to have a
perspective on the province which is not available to
those who unfortunately, have the opportunity to
represent aridingwhichis much more homogeneous.
It is very different than a straight urban riding, or a
completely rural riding, or a northern riding. On the
other hand it means that one must seek to represent
all those various interests, and that too can be an
impossible task.

| hope over the next four years to do my best to
represent all the constituents in my constituency, to
speak for them with a voice based upon my own expe-
rience and my knowledge of their concerns by com-
municating with them, being available to them, and
tryingtounderstandtheir problems and theirinterest.
Now, Mr. Speaker, | am sure as the member for Bur-
rows said when he seconded this motion in reply to
the Address from the Throne, is the objective of all
members.

But | think at the same time, we must view our role
here as that also of arepresentative. We can't perceive
ourselves strictly as someone who responds to all of
the interests in our constituency, because they willbe
divergent in every constituency, not just a widely
diverse one. But you will have many interests calling
uponyouas | have on me, and we will have to make
decisions and vote and speak in terms of the con-
science wehave,ratherthan purely respondingtothe
views of our constituents.

When | hear the debate in response to the Throne
Speech, Mr. Speaker, it reminds me of an old story
which was told in this House many years ago, | believe
first by the member for Morris, although the past
member forInkster maylay priorclaim. Itinvolves the
story of three envelopes. | am sure most of the
members in the House have heard the story, but |
would like to tell it again probably with near as much
flair or ability asthose who told it before. But | would
liketotellitbecauseithassomethingtosayaboutthe
kind of Throne Speech Debate in which we have
engaged in this Chamber the last several days. That's
the problem, the Member for Emerson, that the enve-
lopes appear to be opened in a very funny order, but
on the other side of the House.

The story goes something like this, and it may well
have happened to one of our new Ministers on
December 1st. The Minister of Health may well have
left three envelopes for the Member for St. Boniface.
On top of the envelopes there was a note when the
Minister went to his clean, desk and on those three
envelopes this note said, “When you get in trouble in
your new position and with your new responsibilities,
either within your department or in the House when
dealing with the Opposition, I'd like you to open the
firstenvelope. Thenifyougetin trouble againandthe
answer thatis provided in the first envelope does not
provide the remedy which you seek — and only then
—openthe second envelope. Then when all else fails,
and neither of those remedies work, no matter how
much you switch back and forth between them, you
decide that you must find another remedy, open the
third envelope.”

Well, most of you know the story. The new Minister
opened the first envelope and it said, “Blame the pre-
vious government.” So for some months goingontoa
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year, he blamed the previous government for every
problem he had, and generally it worked. After awhile
it failed, and | am sure some of our Ministers will
encounter the same situation. After awhile it won't
wash anymore, you have to accept responsibility for
your own actions.

Then he opened the second envelope and it said,
“Blame the Federal Government,” and that works for
awhile. But afterthat fails, the Minister, in desperation
goes back to his office, takes that third envelope from
the trusted drawer where he has had it locked for
those several years, opens it up in furious haste,
because he is really frustrated with not being able to
handle all the opposition he is getting and press criti-
cism and he finds inside a short note which reads,
“Prepare three envelopes.”

My problem, Mr. Speaker, is that the Opposition
appears to have the envelopes this Session. Now, |
didn'tbelievethatthe Honourable First Minister of this
Province left three envelopes for the Leader of the
Opposition; | didn't think he would do that. | didn't
think he was such a helpful, compassionate person,
butit appears he has. On Monday afternoon | heard
the previous First Minister of this province, the Leader
of the Opposition, talk about — at great length — the
evils of the Schreyer administration. | suggested to
the Minister of Mines and Energy that perhaps when
he spoke, he should speak about the evils of the Weir
administration. | wasn't sure how far back we were
prepared to go. —(Interjection)— The Member for
Minnedosa is sensitive that we might enter into a
debate on the Weir Administration.

Forthe samereasonthat a debate upon thatadmin-
istration holds no merit for the future of Manitoba,
rehashing criticisms that are four and five years old of
aprevious government, holds no future forthe people
of Manitoba. If we are going to be constructive and
talkaboutthe economy of this province, the direction
and the future of this province, then we should be
looking at that direction and developing new ideas
and providing constructive suggestions and criticisms
with thatin mind. Certainly:that's part of the role that
we have as backbenchers to this government, and |
am certain that most of the members opposite pres-
cribe to that same philosophy. So | have to reject out
of hand the suggestion that the only way to provide
constructive opposition and constructive suggestion,
regardless of where we are in this House, is to harp
back to old criticisms and old problems.

The day of the Throne Speech | received inthe mail
acopy of a speech made by aformer Sunday School
teacher of mine, approximately 20 years ago hewasa
Sunday School teacher, the speech was just two
weeks ago. He's now in a position where copies of his
speeches are mailed outtopeople. Hehad something
to say which | think is instructive for us in this Throne
Speech Debate and in our consideration of where we
should be going with the financial and economic
affairs of this province.

I'm going to quote at some length but | think it's
worthwhile in this case:

“It is instructive to recall that Americans and Cana-
dians do not seeeye to eye on the issue of the role of
government in the economy. Americans demonstrate
a widespread and amazingly persistent ideological
commitmenttofreeenterprise. In this contextcurrent
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American economic policy is merely the contempor-
ary expression of an historic faith in the superiority of
a system based on limited government and untram-
meled free enterprise.

“The Canadian approach is, and always has been, a
little different; we are more pragmatic. In part this
tendency to look at government involvement on a
case-by-case basis derives from the sheer dimensions
of some of the challenges we faced from the building
of the railways to the James Bay project.

“In addition, the importance in our economy of the
quasi-monopolies like electric utilities has justified an
active role for the state. That role has been broadly
accepted by all sectors of society. Such government
enterprises as Ontario Hydro, Canadian National and
Alberta Government Telephone are part of the Cana-
dian social, as well as the economic fabric. The Cana-
dian experience suggests in specific circumstances
government in business can be socially and economi-
cally advantageous. We have neither the American’s
deep-rooted suspicion of government in business,
nor the Marxist blind faith that government ownership
is the magic key to a just society.”

The amazing thing about this quote is it wasn't
really made by a Sunday School teacher; it was made
by the President of the Mutual Life Assurance Com-
pany of Canada in his address to shareholders in
Waterloo, Ontario 10 days ago. When he made that
address what he was recognizing, as the President of
one of the mostimportant financial institutions in this
country, is something that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and most of the treasury benches of the last
administration of this province failed torecognize; we
liveinamixed economy. And those people who fail to
recognize that, and administered this province for
fouryears, provided us not with a mixed economy but
with a mixed-up economy. Thatwas the legacy they
left to us when we formed an administration.

There are some pretty substantial differences inthe
approachthatthe people of Manitobacanexpect from
an NDP administration compared to the administra-
tion we had over the last four years and, | think, per-
haps some of the references that were contained in
the speech ofthe Leaderofthe Oppositioninreply to
the Address from the Throne shed some light on the
differences in that approach.

Those people who believe that the best kind of
government that we can have is the absolute, minimal,
least government available; that the best government
is a government that has no business whatsoeverina
mixed economy, assisting business, stimulating the
economy, priming the pump; are the kinds of people
who would argue that when the Province of Manitoba
gives the City of Winnipeg the money they asked for to
assist them in meeting their financial obligations in
thecoming year,butsays a small portion of that must
be used to freeze transit rates; that we have now
trampled the rights of the City of Winnipeg, com-
pletely hamstrung the rights of the Council to make
their own decisions when only a very small portion of
their grant has now been made conditional; are those
who believe that government has no place in develop-
ing the economy of our province.

Similarly, those who would argue that as part of the
grant formula to be provided to the major post-
secondary educational institutions of our province
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will go one small condition, that condition being that
there will be no tuition fee increases in this province in
the next academic year, are faced with the same
argument again that suddenly academic freedom has
been trampled upon; that the universities are being
deniedtherighttoadminister their affairs. Mr. Speaker,
what has trampled the rights of the universities in
Manitoba more, the New Democratic party saying
there shallbe notuitionfeeincreases in thenextyear
or four years of academic spendingincreases that did
not even match 50 percent of the rate of inflation. |
don't think there is any question. The freedom of the
universities to make their own decisions with regard
to the administration of their programs and their
responsibilities has been hamstrung far more by the
lack of provincial funding and the lack of a willing-
ness, on behalfofthe previous administration, to pro-
vide the support that was required.

The Honourable Member for Minnedosa has some
concernaboutthe nature of the debate in this House. |
can only tell him that | will extend to him the same
privilege that he has extended to me in commenting
freely on his speeches and | must tell him that| con-
sider it welcome because | think that's an important
part of the debate in this House, that we can have that
kind of exchange. .

| also have some concern about the suggestion
from the opposition that the present administration
has been scaring capital away — | think that was the
phrase that the former Premier used. He talked about
this discredited administration of the early ‘70s having
scared capital away and the present government
doing the same. But | ask him, when investment in
manufacturing and in virtually every other sector of
our economy during the last four years was at record
all-time lows, who scared the capital away from this
province? That'sthe questionthathasto be askedand
that's the answer this House deserves. Not chivalric
tripe. Is that the phrase? Is that the right phrase?
Chivalric tripe about scaring away capital when the
record lows for private sector capital investment in
this province occurred during the last four years. —
(Interjection)— That's exactly right. And the Member
for Minnedosa knows I'm right or he'd be up to ask a
question providing the proper statistics if he doubted
it.

Mr. Speaker, one of the other problems that we've
had to facein the last few days is the suggestion that
the politicization of the Civil Service of Manitoba has
continuedapaceasit did overthelast four years. Well,
Mr.Speaker,I'mnotsure thatthey admitted thatit was
a continuation; | think they suggested it was a startup
again. For those people who were in the Civil Service
of Manitoba during the period of the previous admin-
istration — and | was one of them for at least part of
thattime — I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that the degree
of politicization of the Civil Service that was accomp-
lished underthe previous administration,notso much
through hiring their own people or putting in place
people who they considered to be their own, but
through direct intimidation, through the suggestion
that if you're not “fer” us, you're “agin” us denies the
basic precept of a free parliamentary system which
the former Premier enunciated just last Monday. He
said, and | quote him “thatthe foundation of our parli-
amentary system is a neutral civil service.” Yet for
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two-and-a-half years | saw that Civil Service intimi-
dated by the suggestion that if youdon't agree with us
you're “agin” us. —(Interjection)— That not only is
true, Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of the Member for
Minnedosa but | personally experienced it and so did
many other civil servants.

Mr. Speaker, as well, there’s been some sugges-
tions, not only by the Leader of the Opposition but by
other members opposite who were formerly on the
Treasury Benches of this province, that we should
have someconcernaboutthe amount of money that's
being borrowed overseas — | think the term was in
exotic foreign currencies. Mr. Speaker, | think we
should ask the Leader of the Official Opposition to
direct that same question to the Premier of the prov-
ince immediately to the east of us who have made
substantial borrowings in those exotic foreign cur-
rencies and handle them exactly the same way the
presentadministration is handling them, by acknowil-
edging the fact that we are faced with a foreign cur-
rency loss. No one questions that; no one on this side
of the House questions the currency fluctuations have
worked to the disadvantage of Manitobans. However,
any Finance Minister worth his salt would be spread-
ing those losses over as long a period as possible in
thelong term expectation thatwecan recover some of
thatloss orattheveryleastallow the interest cost per
year to be reduced as low as possible. Anyone who
suggests that we should refinance in North American
currencies, whether they be U.S. or Canadian, and
accept that loss is arguing that we should take our
losses immediately and not spread those losses over
the long term and possibly regain those dollars.

The Honourable former Minister of Natural Resour-
ces has a problem with that because he recalls that in
Juneof1980, | believeJune 1sttobeexact, hisformer
Minister of Finance, the former Member for Riel, refi-
nanced a $25 million bond issue in Swiss francs into
U.S. currency and cost the people of this province $16
million when he didn't have to. That should be
remembered —(Interjection)— No! | have a problem,
Mr. Speaker, when | hearthe Leader of the Opposition
and other members opposite — not the Member for
Minnedosa because he has not made these sugges-
tions yet in debate — that the state of the Manitoba
economy, which was left to this present administra-
tion by the previous government, is in such sad condi-
tion that we're going to have to have tax increases.
That's what the Member for Turtle Mountain said on
February the 24th. It's quoted in one of the local
newspapers as suggesting that because of the equali-
zationproblems, because of thelarge deficitwhich we
have inherited from the previous administration, we
could be looking at a deficit as much as $500 million
next year and that would be unacceptable, so we
would have to have tax increases.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I'mhaving a problem here; | think
the Opposition is trying to outsnooker us. | think
they’re trying to suggest that a very modest spending
program-and | don’t havethetotal figures here —the
Member for Lakeside said they wouldn’t do that. The
Member for Lakeside is probably the fellow who
thought it up. They're trying to suggest that because
of some very modest spending increases — | don't
have the total but I'm sure the Minister of Finance
could tell me what the total cost of those spending
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programs amounts to — but probably something less
than one-fifth or one-quarter of the projected deficit
for nextyear when we gettothe Budget stage, we will
be represented by a very modest spending program.
The people of Manitoba didn’'t expect usto spend alot
of money; they knew the mess we were left; they knew
that the province promised them four balanced
Budgets, left them with four deficits including record
deficits. They know, it doesn’t take much to figure out
that accumulative total deficit over four years in
excess of $400 million, approaching $500 million will
costtheProvince of Manitobaatcurrentinterest rates
over $75 million just to service. Mr. Speaker, if we did
the calculations, | think what we would find is that the
former Ministry opposite provided us with adebtobli-
gation which we must service next year which is
greater than the cost of all the new programs we've
announced in thisyear’'s Throne Speech. That's avery
interesting observation. Mr. Speaker, that's part of the
snookering process and | think the people of Mani-
tobashouldbe aware that's part of the obligation that
we've inherited.

The other part of the obligation relates to a drop
that’s somewhere in the neighbourhood of $160 mil-
lion in federal equalization payments. That, too, is
going to be a burden on the people of Manitoba
becauseunlike the previous government opposite, we
are prepared to acknowledge that the revenues of this
province mustcomefromthe people of this province,
andwe're not going to make loud noises, bashing the
Feds over the head blaming them for every single
thing that we have to do in this province.
—(Interjection)—

The Honourable Member for Emerson suggests
that we should make therich farmers pay. |I'm not sure
that his constituents would appreciate that sugges-
tion, but the next time I'm in Emerson | will passiton to
them. Mr. Speaker, there's no question as well that
because of the total disastrous economic misman-
agement of the previous administration and the
national economic decline that coincided with that,
that we've been faced with a'very dramatic declinein
revenues in this province. So when we're faced with
thecostof carryingthe previous government’s deficit,
the costofcarrying the changes thathave been made
in the Federal Equalization Formula which weren’t
helpedbythefactthatyou peopleweren’tpreparedto
co-operate but just wanted a Fed bash, and the fact
that we have initiated some minor programs which
were intended to redress some of the grievances
which went unattended for four years means that
there’s going to be either a very large deficit this year
oraProvincial Finance Minister looking for new sour-
ces of revenue. If you think you've out-snookered us
by talking about tax increases, you haven't, because
everybody out on the street knows that if a govern-
ment is going to provide the services that they want
and thattheyvotedforon November 17th, it's going to
costmoney, andif the Federal Governmentisn’'t going
to pay for it the people of Manitoba will have to.

Mr. Speaker, forthe benefitofthe Member for Lake-
side, who I'm sure knows the facts but would like to
see them in the record, last year there were 43 wells
drilled in Manitoba by private companies plus some-
body from Saskatchewan, the name escapes me, but |
think it has something to do with the government of
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that — What did your Leader call it? Pretty little prov-
ince west of us or something. Out of those 34 wells
that weredrilled last year, 33 were producing wells, 33
were productive, so when you talk about a Dry Well
Program the Member should look at the records from
his own Department, or Department for which he was
responsible at one time in the past, and find that the
records in Manitoba are actually very encouraging. In
fact, your former Minister of Mines, former Member
for Riel, went to great lengths in just the last Session
praising the results of private exploration in this pro-
vince. Now the Member for Lakeside wants to suggest
that the people of Manitoba have no right to partici-
pate in that, and | deny that. The people of Manitoba
have every right and should participate in the devel-
opment of the natural resources of this province, and
we intend to do it.

The Memberfor Minnedosa would like to talk about
the TroutLake Mine. Mr. Speaker, how much time dol
have, please?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member has eight
minutes remaining.

MR. ANSTETT: The Honourable Member for Minne-
dosa wants to talk about how the previous Conserva-
tive administration in this province sold or gave away,
and I'm not sure about the exact nature of it, it was
either a bargain basement fire sale or it was a gift, to
private concerns, one-half of the interest that the peo-
ple of Manitoba had in a mine they helped discover.
Now how can you defend that? I'd likethe Honourable
Member for Minnedosa todefendthat selloutwhen he
participates in this debate. | don’t think it can be
defended, | don’t think there’'s any way.

The Member for Minnedosa suggests that Hudson
Bay Mining and Smelting would not be interested in
smelting a high grade ore provided tothem. They doiit
for Sherritt Gordon, they’ll do it for another company
that's preparedto extractthatore. Granges of Sweden
would have been quite happy tobeactivelyinvolvedin
the development of that mine. When the Honourable
Member for Minnedosamakes his contribution | hope
he will provide the facts that show why the people of
Manitoba had tobe denied half of their interestin that
mine.

Mr. Speaker, part of the philosophy which pervades
on the other side of the House is a philosophy of
growth without control, a philosophy of growth at all
costs, because the onlywaytheycanavoidthe kind of
restructuring and re-distributive forces which must
work in our society is to increase the size of the pie.
We've heard that argument before; in fact the former
Member for Inkster and the Member for Lakeside used
to debate at some length in this Chamber about the
fact that economic growth, for its own sake, was the
only way to provide to the people of Manitoba the
standard of living and the benefits in this society that
they wanted, and that whole objective seems to per-
vade the way they pursued, in some cases, with very ill
advised notions of negotiating practises, four gigantic
Mega Projects in this Province. Growth for growths
sake;let's make the pie grow and then the benefits will
filter down to everyone. In doing that and having that
philosphy they forgot about the fact that the society
has great wealth today and that one of the biggest
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problems we have is not the creation of wealth but the
distribution of wealth, and four years of neglecting
that distribution has left on us the burden of setting
some of those matters right in our first term in
government, and thatis going to be one of the main
focuses, and that is why you did not see massive
spending on social programs in that Throne Speech.
- S0,Mr.Speaker, | have addressed myselftosomeof
the concerns that have been expressed by members
opposite about what was in the Throne Speech. They
may not be entirely happy with my interpretation of
their remarks or of their intent with regard to this
speech, or of the suggestion thatthey must bear the
largest responsibility for the economic position in
which this province finds itself. However, | am not
alone in expressing that opinion. The people of Mani-
toba rendered that verdict some three-and-one-half
months ago. They expressed the opinion that the
economy of this province and the government which
had stewardship over that economy were both in
pretty rough shape, and they were faced with a
government that was prepared to deny that was the
case. They were faced with a government that said,
“Everything'srosy.” Atleast we had the integrity to tell
the people of Manitoba, not only during the election
campaign, but ever since then, that times are tough
and thatit’s going totake a while tosetthings straight.

| dare say to the Member for Lakeside, had you had
the wisdom and the integrity to tell the people of
Manitoba that, you would have had no problem on
November 17th. The Member for Transcona said,
shortly after the Election, the biggest problem with the
previous administration in this province was that they
were not prepared to tell it like it was, and the people
of Manitoba expect that from their governments, they
deserve to get it, and from this government they will
getit forfour years, for eight years, for twelve years,
and if we're lucky, for a lot longer then that.

Mr. Speaker, despite the fact that new members in
the House areexpectedtobenice andtalk about their
constituencies, | feelakinshiptomany ofthe members
in this House who were not first elected in this Legisla-
ture, because I've known all of the members for some
time; many of them through seven Sessions and | felt
that | would have freedom, and it obviously has been
well received, by persons like the Member for Minne-
dosa, to be very specific and very direct in my first
remarks in the Chamber, but I'd like very briefly to
speak to the question of what this Chamber is and
whatitmeansto me, and | suspect to all the members
here.

| commented earlier on the staff in the Chamberand
on the confidencethatl and | am sure most members
have in them and how we come torely on them. | am
confident that the efforts of the previous government
in the area of enhancing the facilities in this House
and the staff of this House will not go unrecognized by
members in this government. Interms of member ser-
vices, in terms of additional staff — I think there are
now two Clerk assistants, a full-time Clerk at commit-
tees and additional staff elsewhere in terms of the
Chief Electoral Office — the former Attorney-General
deserves the credit and the praise of all members for
having brought in those changes.

Mr. Speaker, | have confidence that all membersin
the House share also my concern, not only that those



Thursday, 4 March, 1982

changes should continue, but that the only way we
can make this system work despite our differences
across the floor and despite sometimes the bluntness
that we may provide in our debate. Sometimes even, |
have heard it said, that we stoop to the middle road
rather than the high road. The Member for Fort Garry
suggested the other day that those kinds of sugges-
tions will never be taken personally, because we all
recognize that not only is this institution important
and that we all come here to make a contribution, but
more important than that each one of us, | am sure,
recognizes the sacrifices that every other member of
this House has made to be here; that we allcome here
in a spirit of public service to sit on one side or the
other because we believe that the party to which we
bear allegiance has a philosophy and a direction to
which we hold and to which we think there is merit. |
will never suggest that the Member for Niakwa or the
Member for La Verendrye does not believe the things
he says in this House, as | am sure he would not
suggest the same of me. | respect all members in this
House and respect them as men and women who are
preparedto stand up for what they believe, hold those
beliefs strongly and are prepared to make a commit-
ment of time and a commitment to their whole life's
career in terms of disruption that means that they are
going totry to make this province a better place tolive.

Mr. Speaker, that is why | am here, | know that all
membersarehereforthesamereasonand | hopethat
when| errand sometimes getcarriedaway in Debate,
members will remember these remarks, that | respect
the contribution that all members make and wish them
well in the forthcoming Legislature. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the question?
The Honourable Member for Pembina.

MR. DONALD ORCHARD, (Pembina): Thank you,
Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, | want to offer my personal
congratulations to you on your elevation to the high-
est office in this Chamber. A number of people on
both sides of the House have indicated that they trust
in your ability and your integrity and from pastexpe-
rience know you to be fair and resolute and will be an
excellent mediator in the House. | don't have the
background from more than four years back when
some of the members on this side of the House knew
youasa fairchairman of committee but | doremember,
Mr. Speaker, and | want to remind you of my confi-
dence in you in that in the short term that | have been
here and was a member of one standing committee,
we had enough confidence in you, Sir, to make you
chairman of that committee which | believe was
somewhat unusual for a member of the Opposition to
be a chairman of a committee of government. So, Mr.
Speaker, | offer you my personal congratulations and
best wishes.

| want to welcome back to the House a number of
my former colleagues on this side of the House, as
well as a few familiar faces on the government side of
the House. | particularly want to welcome all of the
newcomershere; thereis only one problem with them,
that there is too many there and not enough here, but
those sort of things have a habit of being remedied
and the remedy is only three years and nine short
months away, Mr. Speaker.
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Mr. Speaker, the Mover and the Seconder of the
Speechtothe Throne made, | thought, very excellent
contributions in their moving and seconding. The
Member for The Pas has a certain right to be slightly
euphoric for the honour that his First Minister and his
Treasury Bench awarded to him by asking him to
move the first Throne Speech of the new government
because, Mr. Speaker, | enjoyed that same euphoria
when | moved into the Chamber. As amatterof fact —
no, it wasn't quite the same seat but | had that honour
— |l enjoyed that same feeling of euphoria,that same
feeling oi good contribution that | was chosen to
address the first Speech to the Throne. Mr. Speaker, |
just want to remind the Member for The Pas that he
should enjoy that feeling of euphoria whilst he can,
because after four years frommovingthatfirst Speech
tothe Throne, | am now on this side of the House as he
may well be four years from now.

The Member for Burrows, in seconding the Throne
Speech,Mr.Speaker, likewise made an excellentcon-
tribution to the seconding of the Throne Speech. |
might remind him that in the first term that | was here,
the gentleman on our side of the House that seconded
the Throne Speech is no longer with them.

Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate the First Minis-
ter and his members of the Treasury Bench —(Inter-
jection)— Yes, I'll do that and | trust the First Minister
will pass along that congratulations. | had decided
some time ago that | was going to offer a special
congratulations to two of those members. But after
the last several days in the House, Mr. Speaker, |
decided to shorten the list to one, because one of the
Treasury Bench appointees, whom | thought tobe in
my relationship with himtobeboth fairmindedanda
gentleman, has cast some doubts as to that in his
recentfewdaysinthe Chamber. But, Mr. Speaker, the
second person, the Member for Logan | think should
contribute as did her predecessor in Education to the
betterment of Education. | think the choice of that
member for Minister of Education was well founded
by the First Minister, in view of the factthat she does
have considerable background as a trustee in the
education system in the Province of Manitoba. That
experience from atrustee point of view should stand
herwelltocometo grips withthe number of problems
financially thatschool boards do wrestle with and the
veryrealissues in Education. If only that Minister can
resist some of the pressure that she will be put under
by various members of the front bench to possibly
bring in Deputy Ministers who will abrogate her feel-
ings and her beliefs in the education system, she will
do well.

Mr. Speaker, the First Minister has indicated that
there is a temporary shortage of Cabinet Ministers,
and | would think that he is using this first Session to
determine who might move down from the expanded
ranks of the backbench into that honoured Chair of
the Treasury Bench. | can assure the Member for The
Pas and the Member for Burrows that in what I've
heard to date, they are still in the front running. Very
little contribution from some of the other members is
goingto, I think, expand theiresteemin theeyes of the
First Minister and there might be one exception and
that being my colleague behind me here from Flin
Flon, who made what | thought was quite a good
contribution.
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The Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, is a very interest-
ing one. | noted with interest the other day when a
number of the backbenchers from the government
side said thatthey participated in the formulation and
the writing and the content and the facts of that
Throne Speech; all | can say, Mr. Speaker, is shame on
those backbenchers.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we thought on this side of the
House that it was the tired gang of five with previous
Cabinet experience that had written that wretched
document and here we find that the whole backbench
had something to do with it; and what is alarming
about that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, what is alarming
aboutthatisthefactthatweheard aftertheelection of
the new government that they had a wealth of talent to
select from and if the Throne Speech and their
obvious contribution by their own admission to the
Throne Speech is anexample of their talent and direc-
tion, then| don’t envy the First Minister in his selection
as to who moves up to the Treasury Bench. But then,
of course, one must temper that endorsement of the
newcomers to the ND Party Government and their
recommendation as being full of talent by the nature
of the writer who indicated that.

Ms. Russell has from time totime not been noted for
her objectivity in presenting facts —(Interjection)—
well, | realize that is an unkind thing to say about Ms.
Russell, but | will offer you ladies and gentlemen one
small shred of evidence to back up what I'm saying
and that being that Ms. Russell has never yet con-
demned the Federal Government and everybody in
Canadaknows that's aterriblegovernment,andthat’s
the level of her objectivity.

MR.DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order please.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Deputy Speaker, | will, of
course . . .

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order please.

MR.ORCHARD: | will of course, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
support the motion of non-confidence. | only have
one reservation about the motion of non-confidence
that was presented to this House and that is that it
could have been much shorter. It could have said,
“Whereas the Throne Speech offers nothing to Manit-
obans.” But inthefactthatitadded afewwordswhich
are very worthy of support and | know, judging from
the reaction to some of the members in the back-
bench, that the vote will be a very interesting one
because some of themaretearingat their hearts right
now not knowing which way to go on the vote. So, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, | look forward to the vote on the
non-confidence motion.

Now there were two bright lights in that very dim
Throne Speech and | chastise the First Minister for
placing Her Honour The Lieutenant-Governor in her
first Throne Speech, as a matter of fact, in the first
Throne Speech delivered by a lady in the Chamber of
Manitoba to give her such an unenthusiastic and uni-
maginative Throne Speech. | chastise him for that. He
should not have subjugated the Lieutenant-Governor
to such a poor pickings in a Throne Speech. But,
nevertheless, there aretwo bright lights. There is the
mention of the centennials with Brandon celebrating
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their Centennial and Selkirk celebrating their centen-
nial and, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we on this side of the
House recognized Brandon in a number of ways last
year in advance of their centennial year which we are
now in.

Forinstance, | would highly recommend that each
and everyone of you in the backbench get a copy of
the road map of Manitoba for 1981-1982. It features
—(Interjection)— yes, my pictureis on itincidentally.
It's a very becoming likeness, | will admit, that took
101 poses, but we feature, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the
beautiful east entrance view, an aerial photograph of
Brandon and that's how we chose to recognize Bran-
don’s Centennial. | only hope that the new govern-
ment represented as it is from Brandon does a few
things for Brandon in their centennial year.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | am shocked, dismayed and
angered by the fact that only Brandon and Selkirk
were mentioned as centennial communities. | can
understand Selkirk because there is some parochial
interest on that side of the House in Selkirk. But, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, the First Minister was very remissin
thathedidn't mention that Morden was celebrating its
centennial this year and Morden is that bastion of
good citizenry in south-central Manitoba and | can
understand where it's forgotten by this government.
But, Mr. Speaker, | wantto tellyou andthe members of
theHousethatMorden on Wednesday night, theeven-
ing before the opening of the Legislature, undertook
their first centennial celebration and what was that,
Mr.Deputy Speaker? Well, I'm glad you asked because,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Kinsmen Club of Morden in
theirfirstcelebration of their centennial yearhonoured
the senior citizens of the town of Morden, and some
525 senior citizens resident in the Town of Morden
weretreated toanevening of food and entertainment,
compliments of the Morden Kinsmen Club. | know,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, that you and other members of
this House will recognize thatas atremendous contri-
bution by a volunteer organization such as the
Kinsmen.

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | want to take the odd
moment if | might totalk about the election. Now, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, in my estimation there weretwo very
grave problems in the election. The first problem was
that we lost; the second problem, Mr. Deputy Speaker,
is the ND Party won. Now, | think that bears some time
in this House to try and determine what happened
duringthe election, because bearin mind, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, that oppositions don’'t win elections,
governments lose and I'm not certain whether that
happened or not, but time will tell and in the ensuing
months andithas already started, Mr.Deputy Speaker,
that government is well on the way to losing the elec-
tion of 1985.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we had an election campaign
that | have to give full credit to the Honourable
Member for Transcona because | believe, and | may
be wrong, | think he organized the ND Party cam-
paign.Am| correctinthatprimarily? He kind of organ-
ized it. Well, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | don't do it very
often for the MemberforTranscona, but on this occa-
sion | have to admit that he did recognize issues and
more importantly he recognized how to harnessthem
politically to catch the fancy ofthe people of Manitoba
and to garner the necessary votes to form the
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government. He harnessed the political issues as he
saw them and where he saw them he did change
enough votes in the Province of Manitoba to win the
election. Bear in mind, Mr. Deputy Speaker, | say that
he quickly — not quickly — he recognized the issues
and he harnessed them politically and in that regard,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, the new government is facing a
certain number of problems.

Number one, the new government is facing a Mani-
toba electorate who chose them because they prom-
ised and gave every indication that certain things
wouldhappenunder their administration if they formed
government. Now | will admit that the promise-a-day
Pawley campaign was never designed to be put into
force as government because they didn't expect to
win. But now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, they have some
very distinct problems surfacing and they will con-
tinue to surface because they promised interest rate
relief; they promised stabilization to the beefindustry;
they promised rent freezing and rent controls; they
promised a new growth in the province — a new
wealth of jobs and experience.

Well, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to date we have seen an
Interest Rate Relief Program, which doesn’'t have
application forms; which when you apply for it you
won't qualify; and we haven't even seen when we
heard for the last two-and-one-half years from
members of the Opposition whoarenow government,
constantcriticismthatthe businesscommunity wasin
trouble; that businesses were failing. They promised
instant relief and that is the first promise to Manito-
bans that is going to dash upon the rocks of a bank-
rupt government. They will not be able to deliver the
kind of relief — oh, it seems as if the First Minister is
tweaked about bankrupt — | meant mentally bank-
rupt, Mr. Deputy Speaker. That is the first promise that
Manitobans one by one — Manitobans who marked
their ballot in the faith that they wouldn't lose their
homes; thatthey wouldn't lose their farms; that they
wouldn't lose their business — when they lose them,
Mr.Deputy Speaker, they're goingtorealizethe tragic
mistake they made in electing that government with
that shallow promise.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, another promise that's going
tocome up, that is going to find very very great — oh,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, the First Minister is chattering
away about Walter Weir said that — 1 am not criticizing
the people of Manitoba. They voted on the basis of a
government that was going to do something positive
for them. | am criticizing this government now and |
will continue to criticize them for the next three years
and nine months for not doing what they promised for
the people of Manitoba; for not carrying out the faith
that the electorate of Manitoba placed in them, and
thatiswhatl amcriticizing. Make no questionaboutit,
Mr. First Minister, | do not criticize the wisdom of the
people of Manitoba, given the facts and given the
proof of what you will be able to delivertothem on the
basis of your election promises, they will indeed have
wisdom four years from now when they vote. They will
decide, Mr. Deputy Speaker, as willhappenfederally,
they will decide that the government in power didn't
tell the truth during the election, just like the national
electorate is going to decide that Mr. Trudeau and his
Liberals did not tell the truth on energy prices.
Remember the 18 cent election? That is first govern-
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ment that is going to fall because they didn’t keep their
election promises; this will be the next one, Mr. Dep-
uty Speaker.

So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, getting back to the archi-
tect of this election, the Member for Transcona; he
harnessed political issues. You'll recall very clearly
that substantial debates and substantial discussion
occurred on the so-called mega projects. One of
thosemega projects, Mr. Deputy Speaker, was singled
out as a particularly good target politically by the ND
Party and that was the aluminum refinery which is to
be located north and somewhat west of Winnipeg.

Now they chose the aluminum industry as a target
and they dragged in during the election campaign all
kinds of peoplewho would organize a meeting saying
what terrible pollution there was going to be. They
had letters to the Editor that miraculously appeared
the last week in all the papers in Manitoba -~ miracu-
lously appeared — that this aluminum smelter was
goingto be similar to Kittimat and it was very adroitly
and astutely done because there was no time to refute
the very obvious unfactual statements made in that
letter to the Editor. | give him full credit, he harnessed
the politics of the issue. Then if we go through the
number of concerned citizen groups that had their
meetings which explained the dire consequences to
the environment of the aluminum industry, all held
without any expertise from the aluminum industry —
beitAlcan oranyoneelse — all held strictly toharness
a political mood that something may be wrong with
the aluminum industry.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, now the chickens are going to
go home to rest, because Manitobans after three
months are starting to say to themselves and all First
Minister has to dois go to Selkirk and pick up one of
his local papers and he will know that the people of
Manitoba now are saying maybe we bought a pig in a
poke when we listened to the NDP propogandain the
last election on the aluminum industry; maybe there
wasn't anything wrong with the aluminum industry;
maybe that was a good deal.

In fact, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Manitobans are now
saying we want that industry for Manitoba and they
are faced with avery serious problem becausetheyin
fact caused the defeat of a government that would
have broughtit to Manitoba and now Manitobans say
do something about it and get us that industry.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, environment aside the one
other thing that they did — and my colleague the
Member for Lakesidedescribedit very nicely the other
day, he described it as the Big Lie Campaign and that
is what the Leader of the Opposition at that time dur-
ing the election did in terms of his hydro proposition
in the aluminum industry. He said we were going to
give Manitoba Hydro to a multinational. Give; that is
themostblatant big liethathe perpetrated during the
election, and now he'sgot to explain to the people of
Manitobajust what is the matter with Alcan puttingup
$600 million to advance invest in their portion of the
next hydro station, and not have his Minister of
Finance trotoverto Switzerland — where | assumeiit's
a very nice place to visit — and borrow that $600
million and throw the province more to the vagaries of
the international monetary market. Alcan would do
that, and now Manitobans who bought the argument
thatwe were giving our resource away are saying $600
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million was not much of a gift. | think that's a good
deal; | think we should proceed with that.

But they harnessed the issue, Mr. Speaker, | give
them credit. | give them full credit for harnessing the
issue politically when they had to, to win an election
campaign. But now, Mr. Speaker, they are govern-
ment, and | notice that the Member for Transcona in
the very first question period that we have had in this
House, preened himselfthenext Monday when Hans-
ard come out and he was sitting there reading his
answers and he was smiling broader and broader
because he thought he did a wonderful job. But, Mr.
Speaker, here is what the Minister of Energy and
Mines said, “Mr. Speaker, it is certainly not the inten-
tion of the new Manitoba Government to play politics
with mega projects.” And, Mr. Speaker, thisis after the
* big lie” campaign, the most crass harnessing of
untruth in an election campaign by an political party
outside of the Federal Liberals —thisis whathe said in
a first question we asked him.

Later on inthe question period Mr. Parasiuk says, “I
think it would be premature at this particular stage to
try and make a lot of politics out of it.” Well, | will go
on, because there was another question, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, about the Potash Mine where once again
during theelectioncampaignthey harnessedthe “big
lie” issue of “they aregiving away the resources,” and
here, Mr. Speaker, iswhatbaffles me.Hereis a project
in which their Throne Speech dwells entirely on
government and public investment. Here is a project
which we, the ideologues of right wing, private enter-
prise, Adam Smith, were going to joint-venture with a
private company. We were going to put the taxpayer
money into the potash development in western
Manitoba, just the kind of project that they croon and
rub their hands about and droolabout, the exact pro-
ject. And what did they call that, Mr. Speaker? They
called it giving our resources away, selling out the
province. Well, Mr. Speaker, hereis what the Minister
of Mines and Energy said about that. “It is not this
government that will play politics with the future of
hydro development.”

And he says further on, Mr. Parasiuk, page 11,
again, “We do not want to play politics with it, we
aren't trying to play politics with it.” Mr.Deputy
Speaker, this is the architect of the NDP Party's elec-
tion campaign strategy which harnessed the political
opportunity of telling the “big lie” to the people of
Manitoba about resource ownership, about the Alcan
Smelter, about the Potash Mine, saying in the first
opportunity we would have to question this new
government, “We shouldn’t play politics with it.”

Well, | can assure the First Minister and his Treasury
Bench that this side of the House has every intention
toplay politics with the Alcan Smelter, with the potash
development and with the Western Power Inter-Tie,
and the politics that we are going to play, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, is the politics of people, because we want
those projects for the people of Manitoba, for their
jobs, for the future security of their families, their
children and their grandchildren. That is the politics
that this side of the House, Her Majesty’s Loyal Oppo-
sition, are going to play with those issues.

‘And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, it is going to become
increasingly embarrassing for the government that
got elected by talking down those unprecedented
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investment opportunities and those unprecedented
opportunities for jobs to Manitobans. It is going to
become increasingly embarrassing to them in their
waffling and theirinability to negotiate with them, and
their probablelossof those extremely good opportun-
ities for Manitoba, and Mr. Deputy Speaker, that will
be the demise of that government. They won an elec-
tion onthebasis of the “big lie,” that they didn't expect
to win. Now they are going to have to deliver for the
people of Manitoba.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, there's a couple of other inter-
esting things in the Throne Speech. First of all, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, you will note — oh, to the to the
member — whereis he from now? — the Member for
St. Johns, we are greatly interested in getting the
translation of the speech yougavein Polish to defeat
the Attorney-General. We'd like to have that. Then
we'll talk about socialism. Then | assure the Member
for St. Johns, we will talk about socialism.

Mr. Speaker, in the Throne Speech, you will note
that there are 13 references — and anyone can count
them — to public spending. There aretwo references
to the private sector, and each of those references is
made in a joint venture with the public. There is no
recognition of the private sector and its importantrole
in the economy of Manitoba, and this in the first
Throne Speech from a government who espouses
great belief in the mixed economy. Their mixed econ-
omy is mixed public and public investment, that is
howthey wantit. That'showthey want it, mixed public
and public.

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is one other very interest-
ing thing that came out of the Friday question period
and it occurred again, Mr. Speaker, just yesterday
with the First Minister. All of us recall yesterday when
the FirstMinisterwassaying, “Well, that's an Order for
Return.That'sa federal matter. Well, | just don’tknow,
please don't bother me with the question.” Now, the
First Minister — and he followed the lead of the
Member for Transcona who gave him that lead on
Friday, when our leader was very rightfully, very
objectively and very correctly asking the Treasury
Bench just whatthey weredoingto advancethenego-
tiations on the aluminum industry, and on the Potash
Mine, and on the Western Power Grid. Now, the
Member for Transcona astutely indicated, “Well, we
have a negotiating team and we are doing this, that
and the other thing.” The First Minister asked the
Member for Transcona as Minister responsible whoiis
on that negotiating team. And to his embarrassment,
the Minister of Energy and Mines was beginnning to
think, “Hey this is an attack; this has to be an attack.”
So he started to defend his Deputy Minister before he
knew what to defend him against. Now, if he has some
questions about the ability of his Deputy Minister to
enter in those negotiations so that he is defensive
before the question comes out, then I'm afraid that
clearly tells Manitobans just what value that govern-
ment places on the negotiations for the aluminium
smelter and the other projects, and that Manitobans
are going to lose them, because this Government
doesn'tcareaboutthemanddoesn’'twanttonegotiate
them for the benefit of Manitobans; that they want to
drop them because they would be an embarrassment
to them because they would be our projects which
were good.
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The Member for Transcona got very defensive, and
itwas kind of interestingto read what he said here and
Iwanttoreaditbacktoyou, Mr. Speaker. Hesaid, “Mr.
Speaker, | think we are starting off on a very wrong
track if the Opposition wants to do the personal char-
acter assassinationthatitlikestoindulgein.” Now this
was simply, Mr. Speaker, after a question as to what
background his Deputy Minister had that would allow
him to have developed the expertise to undertake a
$600-million negotiation on a hydro plant investment
sharing in a $600-million smelter. A very simple ques-
tion, because, you know, people who have dealt in
that magnitude of investment are not very big and
maybe the Minister of Energy and Mines is embar-
rassed that his Deputy Minister has only been a
Research Director for successive NDP governments
and doesn't have business experience. | don’t know.
That's certainly the impression he left, but he was
defensive, Mr. Speaker, immediately. Here is what he
said in the next line, "I thought, Mr. Speaker, that this
new House would start off with some new ground
rules and would not lower itself into the boorish type
of behaviour that we find coming from the other side
of the House right now.” The “boorish type of behav-
iour” when you ask simply what qualifications a per-
son has who is undertaking a $1 billion, $200 million
investment in the Province of Manitoba. Now, Mr.
Speaker, | think that statement by the Member for
Transcona is very indicative of what we may expect
from him over the next four years, and | suggest, Mr.
Speaker, that as beauty is, Sir, in the eye of the
beholder, quitepossibly boorishnessisin the person-
ality of the accuser, and that is shameful

Mr. Speaker, following off the Minister of Energy
and Mines’ attack on the Premier as being boorish
when he had no provocation, no justification to do it,
but he did it, Mr. Speaker, because the Leader of the
Opposition was asking him questions which he did
not want to answer to the people of Manitoba, and
becausetheMemberforTransconaappearstobeone
ofthe"superboys”inthenewgroup, theFirst Minister
decided, hey, this may be the way | can duck ques-
tions when | don't want to answer them. This may be
the way | get myself out of atight spot. So what did we
see yesterday, Mr. Speaker? What did we see yester-
day? When this government, whose Deputy Premier
has said again we do not want to play politics, and do
youwant metoread them all again? | do not think this
government will play politics with the future, et cetera,
et cetera, that this Deputy Premier, the Member for
Transcona,is talking about —(Interjection)— Ohyes,
he is. No, the Member for Transcona is. —(Inter-
jection)— but anyway —(Interjection)— Who is the
Deputy Premier overthere? Will you guys get your act
together. But anyway, Mr. Speaker, regardless, | mean
it will probably change seatsa numberof times —who
cares?

But at any rate, the Member for Transconais saying
thatwe'renotgoingtoplay politics,andthenwhenwe
question the First Minister on the crassest political
move that this government has ever made, in that now
Information Services which the Member for Turtle
Mountain asked the Minister of Highways whether
they were going to use it as a propaganda machine,
received the assurance it wasn't. Meanwhile it has
been transferred — where? To the Premier's Office.
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Toreporttowhom? Toreportto his Press Secretary, a
non-elected, political appointment responsible for
propaganda in the Premier's Office is now over con-
trol of the Information Service. So the Premier was
embarrassed about that. He didn’'t want to ask. He
said, deal with it in Estimates, do anything, don't
bother me, pleasedon’task me again. So what he did,
Mr. Speaker, and this he picked up the lead from the
Member for Transcona and he said, I think that the
Leader of the Opposition is engaging in character
assassination.” There was no character assassina-
tion. The Leader of the Opposition read his press
release on the job description of Mr. O'Connor, and
that was character assassination? When in doubt,
when you can't answer the question, we can assume
fromon, ladies and gentlemen, thatthe First Minister
is going to say, “You're character assassinating.”

MR. SPEAKER: Does The Honourable First Minister
have a point of order?

MR.PAWLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, on a Matter of Privi-
lege, because the Leader of the Opposition is not
presentand| wouldn't wantitto be suggested that the
First Minister was engaged in character assassina-
tion, nor did | indicate that to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition yesterday.

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, I'm
certainly glad that the First Minister over there has
provided that kind of clarification. That's going to be
very interesting to read back.

Mr. Speaker, | have several minutes left unless |
haveleave of the House — (Interjection)— Thank you.
Mr. Speaker, | want to sum up briefly. The Throne
Speechwasvery, very indicative of thenextfour years
ofthis government, not from what it said, Mr. Speaker,
but from what it didn't say. There are a number of
members in that backbench over there who are going
toregretoverthe courseofthenextseveral yearsthat
there was no mention, no reference, and no recogni-
tion of any private sector involvement in the Province
of Manitoba. That is the first and the lasting failure of
this new administration.

They are going to use taxpayer dollars to bloat the
Civil Service as they already have done, to create
Crown corporations, to get into business ventures,
and they're going to do it, Mr. Speaker, because with
the wealth of business experience they have on that
side of the House, they know how to do it better than
the private sector. Mr. Speaker, that | tell you is more
important in the Throne Speech, not what it said, but
what it didn’t say, and Manitobans are recognizing
thattheydid notelectagovernmentthatwasgoingto
simply spend money on losing government ventures.
That was never mentioned in any of their election
promises and thatis the only one, Mr. Speaker, they're
going to keep. The public sector will bring that
government down because they are going to waste
taxpayer dollars as they did in the eight previous years
that they had control of this province; the province
cannot afforditnow asit could notafford it then. It will
not create the necessary jobs now, as it didn't in the
past, and that lack of recognition of the private sector
and its important role will have the First Minister hang-
ing his head lower than he's hanging it right now.
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MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the question?

MR. ANSTETT: Mr. Speaker, I'm wondering if the
honourable member would permit a question?

MR. SPEAKER: The member’'s time has expired. If
thereisleave of the House, it can be asked. Does the
honourable member have permission? (Agreed)
Proceed.

MR.ANSTETT: Mr. Speaker, The HonourableMember
for Pembina during his remarks made reference to a
columnist in the Winnipeg Free Press. I'm wondering
ifthe honourable member would consider and tell the
Housewhetherornot he considers the column ofthat
same columnist which was in Tuesday of this week’s
paper praising his Leader’s contributiontothe Throne
Speech Debate made on this past Monday as an
objective column, or whether he considers that to be
another one of those subjective liberal contributions
that's been made.

MR.SPEAKER: TheHonourable Member for Pembina.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Speaker, from time to time, par-
ticularlyinaveryvery | suspecttight job market, such
asthereisthroughoutNorthAmericaand throughout
Canada, that experiencing this tight job market and
the factthatitalsois very competitiveinthe newsprint
andthe newspaperbusinessandthatwhenaperson’s
job perchance — | offerthis only as a possible expla-
nation — when a person’s job may be in some danger,
maybethat personis expendable, maybe that person
will be replaced, if that is the case one does rather
unusual things in strictly as a reaction of self-preser-
vation because people have aningrown desire tolook
after themselves first. | guess what I'm saying to the
Member for Springfield is that in circumstances like
thatwhere maybe jobs aren’t good and appointments
from the Federal Government have dried up that
maybe, Mr. Speaker, thatindividual is having adeath-
bed conversion possibly.

Mr. Speaker, | may offer another solution tothatin
that, you know, in the course of some four-and-a-half
years or so and a column which might have been
repeated | would guess — what? —every two days or
threedays in the paper, I'm nottoosure, I didn'tread it
afterthe secondone.ljustheardaboutitthat possibly
thereis alawofaveragesthatdoescomeinfromtime
totime — like if you flip a coin there's a saying about
flippingacoinandyoucan flipacoinandit'llcomeup
tails and tails and tails and then eventually the odds
get greater and greater that it's going to come up
heads. So, maybeinstrictly the odds of the number of
articles that this person has written over the pastfour-
and-a-half years, odds say that one of them has to be
favourable. So, Mr. Speaker,insummation, it may well
bethatthisis adeath-bed conversionorit may strictly
be the luck of the odds.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please, order please. Ques-
tions occurring at the end of a member’s statement are
supposed to be strictly for clarification. {tis not to be
used as a manner of reopening the Debate.

The Honourable Member for Riel.
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MRS. DOREEN DODICK (Riel): Thank you. Mr.
Speaker, | would like to take this opportunity to
express my pleasure that a parliamentarian of your
experience and stature has been elected to lead this
House in its deliberations.

I am fully confident that all of us here, and particu-
larly those of us such as myself, who are enteringinto
the legislative arena for the first time, will be skillfully
guided by you as we debatethe issues beforeus, and|
am sure that we may all rest secure in the knowledge
that the fine tradition of this Assembly will be main-
tained by such an able and learned Speaker as
yourself.

I would also at this time liketo commend Manitoba's
first female Lieutenant-Governor for her reading of
the Speech from the Throne last week. As a woman, |
found it personally satisfying to have Her Excellency
present the Throne Speech, but the grace with which
it was read made it doubly rewarding.

As well, Mr. Speaker, | would like to convey my
gratitude to the Mover and the Seconder of the
Speech from the Throne for the inspirations provided
tomyself, and to allmembers of this House, | am sure.

| enjoyed their insightful remarks and share whole-
heartedly many of the sentiments that they have
expressed. As the Session progresses, it is my hope
that the style and the breadth of vision displayed by
the Moverand the Seconder will be emulated by all the
members of this House.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate my
colleagues, both on this side of the House and across
the floor, who have been chosen by the people of
Manitoba as their representatives. While being
entrusted with this confidence is clearly anhonour, it
isalsoavery greatresponsibilityandonethatdemands
the full application of our collected talents and
energies.

The administrations of the affairs of avast province
such as Manitoba is no easy task, but through the
efforts of a dedicated and forward-looking govern-
ment, under the watchful eye of aresponsible Opposi-
tion, | am confident thatthe aspirations and the expec-
tations of the people of Manitoba will be fully realized
and the society in which we live will be, in some way,
improved.

| would like to begin, Mr. Speaker, by telling you a
bit about my constituency. Located in South Win-
nipeg between the Seine and the Red Rivers, Riel isa
community of about 18,000 people. As you will find in
almostany Canadiancommunity o fthatsize, its popu-
lation is characterized by diversity; from manual
workers to professionals, from housewives to stu-
dents, fromrenterstohomeowners, from pre-schoolers
to pensioners, from new Canadians to first, second,
third and fourth generation Canadians — all can be
foundinRielandallplay anintegral partindefiningits
distinct character.

However, despite this diversity, there is a commo-
nality linking each and every one of the residents of
Riel and that is their hope for the future, their striving
for a sound standard of living for their children and
their children’s children, and their willingness and
their ability to work toward the achievement of their
goals.

The people of Riel, and no doubt the people of
Manitoba as awhole, areto be admired for their indus-
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try and their energy. | am not speaking here of the
industry you find in Ontario or the energy you find in
Alberta. Rather, Mr. Speaker, | am referring to the
industry and the energy that can be found only in
Manitoba, that can be found only in the creativity, and
the talent, the drive and determination of the people of
Manitoba. With the assistance and support of the
Manitoba Government, that industry and energy can
be harnessed and more secure for the future of all
Manitobans can be guaranteed.

Unfortunately, in the past four years, Riel and other
areas of Manitoba have witnessed a depletion of our
province's greatest resource, her people. But | am
confident under the present government, we will find
that this is not an unrenewable resource; that people
will once again choose to make Manitoba their home
and in so doing will replenish our store of talent.

As | have said, Mr. Speaker, with the assistance and
the support of Manitoba Government, the people of
Riel will go far toward improving their community and
towards securing a better future for themselves and
fortheirchildren. Between 1969 and 1977, Riel received
such assistance and we saw the building of three new
community clubs atNorberry, Glenlee and Greendale
and the opening of the St. Vital Arena. Wesaw greater
support given to the St. Amant Centre and the con-
struction of the Meadwood Manor. We saw the devel-
opment of the Louis Riel Museum and an experiment
in French-English co-education at Lavallee School.
We saw the planning of the Fort Garry Bridge, the
Bishop-Grandin Highway and the St. Vital Mall. |
could go on, Mr. Speaker, but the point has been
made. With the help of the Manitoba Government
between 1969 and 1977, the people of Riel were pro-
vided with an opportunity, one which they took full
advantageof,toimprovethecommunityinwhichthey
live.

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, for the past four years
the people of Riel have not been provided with an
opportunity to grow and develop and they have not
been given the chanceto apply theirindustry and their
energy toplanningforthe future. Therehasbeenvery
little activity in Riel in the form of government assis-
tance and support since 1977.

The Speech from the Throne has indicated to me
that situation will soon be changed. It has given me
hope and my constituency in Riel that their future is
more secure, that they may notlose their homes, that
they may not be forced out of their apartments, that
they may not see their sons and daughters move away
to Alberta or British Columbia in search of employ-
ment. | must say that it gives me great satisfaction on
behalfofthepeopleofRielto wholeheartedly endorse
the provisions contained in the Speech from the
Throne.

| made the point earlier, Mr. Speaker, that Riel is
composed of a broad range of people with different
needs and aspirations. | would like at this point to
expand on this fact and to deal with these specific
requirements of several groups of people located in
Riel.

1982isthelInternational YearoftheElderly, and Riel
is enriched with a significant senior citizen and pen-
sioner population. This group of people is especially
deartomy heartand as|look around me andlseethe
tremendous changes, and changes for the better |
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might add, that this society hasundergonein the past
few decades. It is through the hard work and the self-
less devotion and sacrifice of the people that we have
so much today. They committed their lives to improv-
ing the world in which we live. They invested count-
less hours in our factories and in our businesses and
in our homes in the hope of creating a better society
for their children. Mr. Speaker, we are their children
and today we are enjoying the fruits of their efforts.
We are living in an improved society, an advancing
society, and we owe it to the senior citizens, to the
people who built our province, to carry on their tradi-
tion of hard work, devotion and sacrifice. We alsoowe
it to them to ensure that they are not discarded
because their productiveyearsareover; toensure that
their retirement, their well-earnedrestis as enjoyable
and as satisfying as we can possibly make it.

That is why | am pleased to see the inclusion of
severalprovisionsin the Speech fromthe Throne that
have provided assistance to senior citizens. For
example, many of the elderly in Riel are on fixed
incomes and certainly stand to gain from the exten-
sion of Pharmacareto hearing aids, dental service and
eyeglasses and from the possibility of a pension
reform. In addition, a number of Riel senior citizens,
particularly in Old St. Vital, are fortunate to have their
health and are independent enough to continueonin
their own homes. With the passage of time and
through the exposure of the elements some of these
homes have fallen into disrepair. Through the revitali-
zation and expansion of the critical home repair the
necessary improvements will be made and these
senior citizens will be able to continue living in their
homesthat many have occupied for decades.

For others, their health no longer permits them to
live in their own homes and instead they are admitted
to apersonal care home. Unfortunately, we are faced
with a dilemmain which many senior citizens require
some medical surveillance, but do not require full
care. In Riel we have a facility in the form of the
Meadwood Manor which attempts to alleviate this
problem. One building is a fully staffed personal care
home and another attached by a walkway is a senior
citizen apartment complex. Each of the apartments
are equipped with a direct emergency line to the full-
staff facility and the proximity of the two buildings
makes it possible for immediate response. The result
is senior citizen housing in which the elderly, despite
their failing health, are enabled to live a dignified and
independent life.

In addition to the senior citizens, Rielisalsocharac-
terized by alarge number of young couples and their
families, as well as by single-parent families. Formany
of these families just starting out, the dire economic
conditions demandthatthe parents work and where
there are young children involved it is necessary to
utilize the available day-care facilities. Most of us
here, Mr. Speaker, have had the joy of watching our
children grow and develop and | am sure that we can
all attest to the importance of having your children
reared in a healthy environment. In many instances,
that environment can be the child’'s own home under
either the mother or the father’s supervision, but in
others, as | have pointed out, circumstances demand
that the child spend a good part of the day in a day-
care facility while the parents are at work. Given the
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necessity for day care, then | feel that it is imperative
that government act to ensure the highest possible
quality of these facilities and | fully support the pas-
sage of a Community Child Day Care Standards Act.
Whatis equally important to me as well, Mr. Speaker,
is that we recognize that the fundamental reality that
day care services a need, that in most cases, parents
resort to day care because they have no other choice.
The exploitation of that need for private profitis basi-
callyimmoral and the Government of Manitoba should
act to ensure that all day-care facilities operate as
non-profit organizations.

In addition totheir need for day care, many of these
young families have recently acquired a home and
they are being hit — hard hit — by the excessive
high-interest rate policy of the Federal Government.
These homeowners facing mortgage renewals are
joined in their plight by a large number of small busi-
nesspeoplein Riel; also confronted with high interest
rates. Unfortunately, the situation has become so
desperate forsome homeowners and business people
that they are presented with the real possibility of
losing their homes and their businesses The immedi-
acy of this problem demands that the implication of
our Emergency interest raterelief program to protect
homeowners and small business people in Riel and
homeowners and small business people and farmers
throughout the province. But while this will not alle-
viate some of the hardships experienced in the shor-
trun, we must also look to the long-term. In a society
as different as ours, every Canadian family should be
entitled to purchase a home. But, Mr. Speaker, home-
ownership is becoming a dying dream for many Can-
adians and the situation is no different in my consti-
tuency of Riel.

laskyou, Mr. Speaker, and | askthe members of this
House why can many of the people of your consti-
tuency and mine no longer realize the dream of own-
ing their own home? Is it because people no longer
desiretobe homeowners? Isitbecause people do not
qualify for financing for the purchase of theirhome? Is
it because the original purchase price of a home is so
high that people are unable to pay it? Are these the
reasons that people can no longer own their own
homes?

The answer to all of these questions is no, Mr.
Speaker. People still desireto purchase ahouse, peo-
ple are still capable of financing the original price and
the original purchase price of a home is not so high
that people are not prepared to pay forit. If people
were not prepared to pay the price for housing then
the market would decline to a point where they would
be so prepared. That, Mr. Speaker, is simple econom-
ics. But what is not simple economics, what in fact, is
not even simple common sense and what lies at the
very heart of the inability of people of your consti-
tuency and mine to realize the dream of homeowner-
ship is the Federal Government’s policy of insanely
high interest rates. People are simply not prepared to
pay two or three times the value of their home in order
to finance its original price.

In Riel, the problem extends beyond homeowner-
ship to include small businessmen as well. Riel has
always had a number of small businesses dotted
throughout the area enclosed within its boundaries
and with the rise of the St. Vital Mall and the develop-
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ment of several other small shipping centres, small
businessis becomingamoreand more important part
of the constituency.

In order for these small businesses to operate they
must borrow to cover the purchase of their building, to
cover upkeep and renovations, to cover the cost of
inventory and staff. Small business people rely on
borrowed funds. Atatimewheninterest ratesareata
record high level many small businesses cannot make
a go of it.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, onbehalf ofthe homeowner
and the small business people in Riel, | see it as
imperativethatthe Manitoba Government continue to
put pressureonthe Federal Governmentto change its
presentinterestrate policy.Intheshortterm, thereisa
definite need for an emergency program to prevent
further foreclosures and bankruptcies but in the long
term interest rates simply must come down.

Inadditiontoall ofthese groups, pensioners, young
families, homeowners and small businesses Riel is
also characterized by a large number of individuals
living in rental housing. In fact, Mr. Speaker, 35 per-
cent of Riel population live in rental housing. For this
reason the issue of rent control is one of the imme-
diate concerns to me.

In most cases peopleliving in rental housing cannot
afford to pay unwanted increases in rent.

With rising cost of necessities, increases in the cost
of housing often placesanunbearableburdenonren-
ters. Itisthereforenecessarythatarent controlactbe
passsed to protect tenants from unfair rent increase.

| recognize that landlords, like tenants are also vic-
tims of today’s inflationary spiral and | do not deny
that therentincrease is necessary if landlords are to
keep pace with inflation. The business of owning ren-
tal housing is exactly that, a business, and as is the
case forotherbusinessmen, landlordsareentitledtoa
fair return on their investment, but there is an impor-
tant difference that must be realized. Whereas the
customer of a shoestore or a grocery store can easily
take their business elsewhere if they are dissatisfied
with the cost of a pair of boots or a loaf of bread,
tenants cannot so easily pick up and move if they find
that theirrentis increasing beyond their means.

Therefore, while landlords are entitled to a fair
return on their dollar, there must be some form of
public regulatory body to determine what the fair
return should be and the principal characteristics of
such a system should be that the onus is on the land-
lord, rather than on the tenant, to prove that a rent
increase is necessary. Such a system provides the
necessary degree of protection to the tenant, while at
the same time allowing the responsibility of invest-
ment return for landlords; it is fair to both parties.

A final group that | would like to deal with, Mr.
Speaker, is the growing number of students that are
residing in Riel. With the construction of the Bishop
Grandin Highway and the Fort Garry Bridge, Riel is
fast becoming adesirable residential area for students
attending the University of Manitoba, and with the
beginning of each school year more and more stu-
dents are choosing to make Riel their home.

Asthe motherof three daughters, whohaveall been
enrolled at one point or another in post-secondary
institutions, | have a special concern for the opera-
tions of our province's universities and community
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colleges. For me it is not possible to place a price tag
on the value of education. The very future of our
society, Mr.Speaker, depends on the capacity of your
young peopletodealwiththe myriad of problems they
may be confronted with, not to mention the host of
problems that we will, no doubt, leave as our legacy.

If they are to cope effectively with the many difficul-
ties that they will inevitably face, our young people
must be armed with a good education, they must have
instilled in them the ability to recognize problems, to
understand their nature, and to organize their actions
to solve them in the most expedient manner.

| feel so strongly about this issue, Mr. Speaker, that|
am not ashamed to say that | would like to see free
universal education made available to all those who
wish to take advantage of it. But while this is my
dream, | do realize that the reality of free universal
education is simply not feasible under existing eco-
nomic conditions. The cost of attracting and retaining
qualified, competent educators and administrators
and the cost of maintaining the essential infrastruc-
ture, are too great for the state alone to bear.

It is necessary that students contribute directly to
financing the cost of their education. But taking that
as given, Mr. Speaker, | think that it should be one of
Manitoba Government's top priorities to do every-
thing in the power to relieve the burden borne by
students. That is why | am especially pleased to see
included in the present legislation program provision
for such matters as rent controls, a freeze in transit
fares, and of particular significance, afreezein tuition
fees for the 1982-83 school year.

The government now mustdirectits efforts towards
identifying alternative sources of funding so that the
high quality of Manitoba's post-secondary institu-
tionscan be maintained and improved, and so that the
higher education can continue to be within the grasp
of every Manitoban, young and old.

Tothis point, Mr. Speaker, | have addressed some of
the majorissues of concernto the people of Riel, and
as the Session progresses, | will from time to time
bring forwardother matters pertainingtotheneedsof
my constituency and to the needs of all Manitobans.

Before closing, Mr. Speaker, | would like to deal
with my own personal philosphy on the direction that
government in Manitoba should take.

| was born and raised in a small rural commumty in
Saskatchewan. | first developed aninterest in politics
when, ataveryearly age, | had the privilege of hearing
Tommy Douglas speak. The message imparted by
Tommy Douglas and the experience of living through
the Depression, the Second World War, and the for-
mation in 1944 of the first CCF Government in Saskat-
chewan, have all had a profound influence on the way
that | view society and the role of government in
society.

Mr. Speaker, despite the glaring inequalities that
presently exist in our world and despite the many
atrocities that we hear and read about every day, |
remain a firm believer in the fundamental goodness
and equality of all men and | look forward with optim-
ism to the day when men will fulfill their potential.

But men can only achieve this higher state of being
iftheyare permitted to grow and develop in a healthy
socialenvironment, if they are provided with adequate
supplies of food, medical care, housing, education
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and training and other necessities — in short, if they
are granted the opportunity to achieve their full
potential.

This then, Mr. Speaker, is the purpose of govern-
ment; todraw on the collective resources of the entire
population in order to ensure that each and every
citizenis provided with the opportunity to fully develop
his talents.

What | see in the legislative program presently
beforetheHouse, Mr. Speaker, isaverygoodexample
of government fulfilling its principal purpose, of a
government that is genuinely concerned for the wel-
fare of the people that elected it to office, of a govern-
ment of compassion. | am proud to support whole-
heartedly the efforts of such a government and | look
forward to a very bright future for the people of
Manitoba.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR.SPEAKER,Hon.D.James Walding(St.Vital): The
Honourable Member for Kirkfield Park.

MRS. GERRIE HAMMOND (Kirkfield Park): Thank
you, Mr. Speaker.l amverypleasedtohavethe oppor-
tunity to congratulate you on your appointment as
Speaker; and also to the Member for Flin Flon on his
appointment as Deputy Speaker. | can see that you
have your work cut out for you in keeping order and
helpingthe new membersonbothsidesofthe House,
when needed. You have my best wishes.

| would also like to thank you, Mr. Speaker, for
takingtime tohold abriefing session fornew members.
It was very much appreciated. My compliments to the
Mover and the Seconder of the Throne Speech forthe
quality of their speeches given last Friday. It was
especially pleasing for anew member, such as myself,
to hear the Member for Burrows lay down the guide-
lines for this Government. Mr. Speaker, we, in the
Opposition can certainly rest more easily knowing
thatwewillbedealingwitha governmentthatis full of
integrity, public morality and, of course, virtue.

Now, kindness — may | express my sincere appre-
ciation to those members on both sides of this House
who have offered me their warm words of congratula-
tionand welcome.Inwhat | understand is alongstand-
ing tradition for new members, Mr. Speaker, may |
take a few moments to familiarize the honourable
members with the constituency | represent.

| am proud to be the first representative for the new
constituency of Kirkfield Park. Kirkfield Park, as a
result of redistribution, is made up of part of the Assi-
niboia and Sturgeon Creek constituencies in the west
end of sunny St. James. It is a lovely residential area
consisting mainly of single-family dwellings, with
apartments, some townhouses, condominiums and
seniorcitizens’residences. Itisanareawith shopping
centres,a museum, library andindoor arena. Between
the Perimeter and Sturgeon Road, there is nearly
everykind of store or restaurant or recreational facil-
ity that one could want. We are fortunate, Mr. Speaker,
to have Sturgeon Creek forming part of our eastern
boundary from Saskatchewan Avenue to Hamilton
Avenue and then flowing through Heritage Park past
Grant's Old Mill and on through picturesque Wood-
haven to the Assiniboine River, our southern border.

The Creek is a great recreational area, especially in
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winter, where people toboggan, skate and cross-
country ski. It forms alovely park in the summer. With
the exception of Woodhaven, the age of the majority
of homes in the remainder of the Constituency is
approximately 15 to 20 years. It was part of one of the
fastest growing communities in Canada; the area is
now fully developed with little room for expansion. My
constituency revolves around three community cen-
tres; Heritage Victoria, north of Portage; Woodhaven
and Kirkfield Westwood, both south of Portage. We
are abusy community, family oriented. Some of us are
involved in youth groups, some sports, some as in
volunteers in our schools; still others are involved in
Service Clubs such asthe Optimists, who have just
completed another successful International Band
Festival;the Rotarians, who sponsor student exchange
programs; and the Kinsmen, who raised funds to help
build the Kinsmen Allard Indoor Arena.

With regard to the remarks from the Member for
River East, and | quote, “School Divisions such as St.
James and Fort Garry which are rich in business
property and industrial parks levy much lower school
taxes. In St. James, these businesses just didn't
happen, but were a result of a concerted effort on the
part of St. James citizens through what is now St.
James-Assiniboia Chamber of Commerce. The
development of the industrial area was spearheaded
in co-operation with the then St. James Council. This,
as the presentMember for St. James would be aware,
translated intothousands of jobs for Manitobans. Our
Chamber continues to be a driving force inthe com-
munity. We have many churches situated in the con-
stituency, all with thriving congregations. Although
our population changes frequently due to transfers
and the mobility of the modern family, the values
represented in our community remainrelatively stable.

Mr. Speaker, we are fortunate that our constituency
is served by afine community newspaper, Metro One,
that keeps us informed of day-to-day activities and
concerns of our residents.

As for myself, | am a first generation Canadian, my
husbandwerebornandraisedin Winnipeg’s westend.
Due to job relocation, we spent seven years in the
east, but chose to move back to Manitoba. This is
where we wanted to live and raise our three children.
Manitoba has a quality of life second to none.

Community involvement has always been a priority
in my life. 1 have been a hockey mother, an enthusias-
tic Jets fan, a volunteer in schools and have repre-
sented more that half of my constituency as a school
trustee on the Board of the St. James Assiniboia
School Division.

During that time we introduced the first before-
noon-hour and after-school child care program in
Assiniboine School in St. James. Also the first pro-
gram in aManitoba public school was implemented to
meet the needs of autistic children at Kirkfield Park
School in my constituency. This set the example for
other divisions to meet the educational needs of our
special children, omitting no one.

Subsequently, the Conservative administration saw
fit to implement grants for high cost-low incidence
funding for the handicapped. Also, at that time we
instituted a program to conserve energy, which has
resulted in a substantial saving, one quarter of a mil-
lion dollars annually for the past four years.
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Mr. Speaker, neighbourhood schools are an impor-
tant part of Kirkfield Park. The green space that sur-
rounds the schools, the activities that go on in the
schools after hours. St. James-Assiniboia has expe-
rienced the fastest decline of any school division in
Manitoba and consequently we are faced with the
closing of a school, which is causing an upheaval in
our community. Parents and residents alike are
demanding a greater say in what happens to their
schools. Some of my constituents, and | support
them, are looking for a policy set down by the prov-
ince that without taking away from local autonomy
gives guidance to school boards on declining enrol-
Iment. This is not just a local problem, it is province-
wide.

Another area of concern is the French programs.
There are two programs available; one is French
immersion, which in St. James is being run as dual-
track, meaning English and French in the same
school. The secondiscore French which willbeintro-
duced this fall in all our schools in St. James. Thisis a
pilot project of the Department of Education which
startsatthegradefourlevel. For parents wanting their
children to learn French but who do not choose the
immersion option, grade four is not soon enough. |
therefore urge this governmentto give strong consid-
eration to beginning the core French program at the
kindergarten level.

As the appointed critic for Cultural Affairs and His-
torical Resources, | am pleased to see that this
government is committed to being accessible to
Manitoba’s cultural community. Cultural affairs and
historical resources was seen to be of such impor-
tance that under the Conservative administration it
was set up as a separate department.

The former Minister, Norma Price, was always
accessible to our ethno-cultural communities getting
to know firsthand their culture, but more importantly
by meeting and getting to know the people.

It is my hope that this government will continue to
encourage our cultural groups without creating an
unhealthy degree of reliance on government for sup-
port that could jeopardize their independence.

Early in 1980, Mr. Speaker, The Public LibrariesAct
was amended making capital grants available for con-
struction or renovation of library facilities. The result
was improved library services in rural Manitoba. |
would hope this government will continue the com-
mitment of the previous administrationtoimprove the
quality of library servicesandtoexpandtheir accessi-
bility to all Manitobans. Of particular concern, Mr.
Speaker, are this government’'s plans, which will
surely result in an explosion of public spending ata
time when expenditures by governments at all levels
are outstripping revenues at an alarming rate. This
government seems willingtospend taxpayers’ monies
for all sorts of projects where the end result is an
unknown quantity, while projects like Alcan, which
could bring hundreds of jobs to Manitobans, are in
jeopardy.

The Throne Speech stated that provinces such as
Manitoba rely heavily on small business. | find this
government’s actions contradictory tothatstatement.
The successful signing of an aluminum smelter
agreement would mean more to Manitoba’s small bus-
iness than all the programs in the Throne Speech
combined.
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During my campaign one of my constituents, who
alongwithhis wife, runs asmall distributorship selling
fittings and valves out of their home, told me that if
Alcan comes onstream he would be able to open an
office and put one person on the road fulltime selling
and another fulltime in the office. This is just one
businessman. There must be hundreds out there just
like him. For the good of our province’s economy and
more importantly for our young people to have the
opportunities to prosper here in Manitoba, | urge the
government toproceedwith negotiationsinarespon-
sible manner.

The Speech from the Throne also referred to the
current unhappy state of federal-provincial relations,
aconditionresultingfromthe 14-yearreignofaPrime
Minister who has so divided this country and whose
attitude has soured relations with every provincial
jurisdictiontothepointwheretherearenolongerany
Liberal Provincal Governments left. This state of
affairsis particularly evident in the West, where there
isnotasingleelected Liberal MLA and only two MP’'s
from Manitoba to the Pacific Ocean.

Mr. Speaker, | hope the First Minister does not
believe he can win over the Prime Minister by
approaching Ottawa onbended knee. Twolinesin the
Throne Speech caught my attention in thisregardand
| quote: "My government recognizes the vital finan-
cial supportprovidedby theFederal Government and
my Ministers remain hopeful that the new arrange-
ments will provide sufficient funds forthe maintaining
of high quality help and educational services in all
parts of Canada and will reflect a strong renewed
commitment to equalization.

Mr. Speaker, Manitoba is not a charity case that we
must gobeggingtoMr. Trudeau,capinhand.Someof
the money which the First Minister is hopeful of
receiving was earned right here in Manitoba through
the efforts of Manitobans. High quality help and edu-
cation services are not a privilege to be granted, they
are our right. History has shown us that the Prime
Minister is unscrupulous in taking advantage of
weakness where he can find it. | earnestly hope, after
listening to the Minister of Northern Affairs, that this
new government is taking a firm stand when dealing
withtheFederal Governmentbutthetimes do demand
firmness to deal with that government’s attempts to
put its own house in order by unloading an unholy
financial mess on to the backs of the provinces.

Despite the recent lecture given to us on co-
operation, Mr. Speaker, | doubtthereis anyonein this
Chamber who does not support the concept of co-
operative federalism with a strong central government
carryingoutits constitutional functions in aresponsi-
ble manner. But bureaucrats in Ottawa should not be
involved in matters which are more effectively and
efficiently attended to by provincial or local levels of
government. The very nature of our federal system is
supposedly designed toprotectus from such actions.

In the same manner, | hope that this new govern-
ment’'s commitment to co-operative federalism will
extend toitsown dealings with the City of Winnipeg,
justaswehavefederal and provincial governments to
manage affairs in their own jurisdiction, we also have
municipal governments, which are charged with the
running of our cities. Already this government has
shown signs in the Throne Speech that it intends to
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intrude intothe policy making apparatus of the City of
Winnipeg on the matters which are strictly local in
nature. Thisis wrong, Mr. Speaker. Surely the matter
of bus fares is a civic, rather than provincial concern.
Where will itstop? This has to be a genuine concern,
Mr. Speaker. Whatis the point of electing councillors
and aMayor if the province is planningto makeall the
decisions? | would suggest if this is the kind of strong
local government that the Honourable Minister of
Northern Affairs is planning to give to the communi-
ties in the North, they had bettergetthe groundrules
in writing.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | look forward to working
with members on both sides of the House in the
months ahead and to serving my constituents to the
best of my ability.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney General.

MR.PENNER: Mr.Speaker,withyourindulgence and
the indulgence of the House I'd like to call it 5:30 and
adjourn the debate on the Throne Speech until 8 p.m.

MR. SPEAKER: Is it the will of the House to call it
5:30?7 (Agreed)

Thatbeingthecasel’mleavingthe Chairtoreturnat
8 p.m. this evening.





