LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
Wednesday, 3 March, 1982

Time — 2:00 p.m.
OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital):
Presenting Petitions . . . Reading and Receiving
Petitions . . .

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

HON. ROLAND PENNER (Fort Rouge): Mr. Speaker,
| beg to present the First Report of the Special Com-
mittee of Seven Persons appointed to prepare a list of
members of the Standing Committees ordered by the
House.

MR CLERK, Jack Reeves: YourSpecial Committee of
Seven Persons, appointedto prepare alist of members
of the Standing Committees ordered by the House
beg leave to present the following as their First
Report:

Your Committee prepared the following list of
members to compose the Standing Committees
ordered by the House:

PRIVILEGES AND ELECTIONS: (11)

Hon. Messrs. Pawley, Penner, Messrs. Anstett,
Banman, Brown, Corrin, Fox, Harper, Mercier, San-
tos, Sherman.

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS: (11)

Hon. Mrs. Hemphill, Hon. Mr. Schroeder, Hon. Mrs.
Smith, Messrs. Anstett, Blake, Eyler,Lyon,Malinowski,
Manness, Ransom, Scott.

PUBLIC UTILITIES AND NATURAL RESOURCES:
(1)

Hon. Messrs. Evans, Mackling, Parasiuk, Mrs.
Dodick, Messrs. Doern, Enns, Eyler, Harapiak, Lyon,
Orchard, Ransom.

AGRICULTURE: (11)

Hon. Messrs. Adam, Uruski, Uskiw, Messrs. Buck-
laschuk, Carroll, Downey, Gourlay, Harapiak, Man-
ness, Orchard, Plohman.

MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS: (11)

Hon. Messrs. Adam, Desjardins, Kostyra, Uruski,
Messrs. Banman, Bucklaschuk, Carroll, Driedger,
Gourlay, Mercier, Plohman.

LAW AMENDMENTS: (30)

Hon. Mr. Evans, Hon. Mrs. Hemphill, Hon. Messrs.
Kostyra, Mackling, Parasiuk, Pawley, Penner, Hon.
Mrs. Smith, Messrs. Corrin, Doern, Mrs. Dodick, Ms.
Dolin, Messrs. Downey, Driedger, Enns, Eyler, Fil-
mon, Graham, Mrs. Hammond, Messrs. Johnston,
Lecuyer, Lyon, Manness, Nordman, Mrs. Oleson, Ms.
Phillips, Messrs. Plohman, Santos, Steen, Storie.
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PRIVATE BILLS: (11)

Hon. Messrs. Adam, Desjardins, Hon. Mrs. Hem-
phill, Hon. Mr. Schroeder, Mr. Ashton, Mrs. Ham-
mond, Messrs, Harper, Hyde, Malinowski, Sherman,
Steen.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS: (11)

Hon. Messrs. Cowan, Kostyra, Schroeder, Hon.
Mrs. Smith, Messrs. Blake, Enns, Mercier, Nordman,
Ms. Phillips, Messrs, Scott, Storie.

STATUTORY REGULATIONS AND ORDERS: (11)

Hon. Mr. Penner, Messrs. Bucklaschuk, Carroll, Ms.
Dolin, Messrs. Fox, Graham, Harper, Kovnats,
McKenzie, Mrs. Oleson, Ms. Phillips.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: (11)

Hon. Mr. Cowan, Hon. Mrs. Smith, Hon. Mr. Uskiw,
Messrs. Ashton, Brown, Ms. Dolin, Messrs. Filmon,
Johnston, Lecuyer, McKenzie, Scott.

RULES OF THE HOUSE: (8)

Hon. Mr. Penner, Messrs. Anstett, Corrin, Fox, Gra-
ham, Kovnats, Ransom, Santos.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

MR. PENNER: | move, seconded by the Honourable
Me mber for Turtle Mountain that the Report of the
Committee be received.

MOTION presented and carried.

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion .
of Bills . . . Oral Questions.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

. . Introduction

MR. SPEAKER: Honourable Attorney-General.

MR.PENNER: Before Oral Questions, may | make an
announcement, Mr. Speaker, with your permission,
and that is the Special Committee on Elections and
Privileges will be meeting at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow
morning in Room 254.

POINT OF ORDER

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Ellice
on a point of order.

MR. BRIAN CORRIN (Ellice): Yes, Mr. Speaker. |
didn’'thear you and it may be my hearing, | didn’t have
my hearing aid on when you were calling out, but |
didn't hear the calling of Ministerial Statements. | was
wondering whether you omitted to do that. | believe
there is a statement to be made and | didn't hear the
calling.

MR. SPEAKER: There was a report given at the time
of the calling of that. If it’s the wish of the members to
resort back to Ministerial Statements. If it’'s agreed.
(Agreed)

The Honourable Minister of Education.
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HON. MAUREENL.HEMPHILL (Logan): Mr.Speaker,
I'm delighted to be standing before this House to
make my first statement.

MR. SPEAKER: Does the Honourable Opposition
House Leader have a point of order?

MR. A. BRIAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain): | just
wonder if there are copies of the statement, Mr.
Speaker.

MR.SPEAKER: Would the Honourable Minister make
copies available to the Chair and to the Opposition.

MRS. HEMPHILL: We will make copies available.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. It is our practice that
when a Ministerial Statement is given that there are
copies provided at the time for the Opposition. If the
Minister does not have them would she be willing to
make her statement tomorrow?

MRS. HEMPHILL: | ask leave of the House to make
the statement and distribute the statements after. |
have an urgent time problem related to getting infor-
mation out to school divisions.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Opposition House
Leader.

MR. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, we would be quite pre-
pared to revert back to Ministerial Statements at the
end of the Question period if the Minister could have
her statements available by then.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister.

MRS. HEMPHILL: We are in the process of having
copies delivered tothe Houseimmediately. They will
probably be here while I'm making my statement.

MR.SPEAKER: It would be satisfactory to the House
to report back to Ministerial Statements at the end of
questionperiod if that is convenient to me mbers. Per-
haps we can proceed then to Oral Questions.

ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the
Opposition.

MR.STERLING LYON (Charleswood): Mr.Speaker,|
have a question for the Honourable First Minister.
Could the FirstMinister advise the House, Mr. Speaker,
to whom the Infor mation Services Branch of govern-
ment is now reporting?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

HON. HOWARD R. PAWLEY (Selkirk): Mr. Speaker,
the Information Service Branch reports to my office —
Executive Council.

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that up
until November 30, 1981, and for many many years
preceding that, the Information Services Branch of
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government reported through either the Department
of Government Services or one of the forebearers of
that department, couldthe First Minister explain why
there was a change made in the reporting of the
Information Services Branch, the Infor mation Servi-
ces Branch being the branch thatis responsible forall
publications, forallnewsreportsthatgo outunderthe
name of the Government?

MR.PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, from timetotimethereis
a change inrespecttodifferent responsibilitiesinsofar
as government is concerned. Insofar as information
services are concerned there has been a transfer of
responsibility to myself, indeed, there has been no
change in respecttopolicy pertaining to the Informa-
tion Service branch.

MR.LYON: Mr. Speaker, could the FirstMinisterthen
tell the House the person on the Executive Council
staff to whom Information Services is now reporting.

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, | would thank the Leader
of the Opposition for his questions but we could most
fruitfully discuss the reasons for the transfer of res-
ponsibility during the time of my Estimates.

MR.LYON: Mr. Speaker, | againrepeat the question,
couldtheFirstMinisternotadvisetheHousethe name
of the me mber of his staff to whom Information Ser-
vices is now reporting?

MR.PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, again, all matters pertain-
ingtothedepartmentthatl am responsiblefor, includ-
ing Information Services, can be best dealt with dur-
ingthe normal process of such discussion as to detail.

MR.LYON: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if | might perhaps
then refresh the Honourable First Minister’'s memory
by asking, if | may, I'll go right through his staff, is the
Information Services Branch now reporting to Mr.
Michael Decter, the Clerk ofthe Council? Mr. Speaker,
is the Information Services'Branch now reporting to
Mr. William Regehr, the Principal Secretary of the
First Minister?

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, | would ask you whether
or not, indeed, there is not a rule against repetitious
questions. | do not intend to be repetitious, Mr.
Speaker, by responding, as | have responded before
this is a matter that can be more appropriately dealt
with under Estimates.

MR. SPEAKER: Order, please. | believe that all
members are aware that any Minister may choose or
choose not to answer any question. | was not aware
that the questions had been repetitive.

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR.LYON: Yes, Mr. Speaker, then | will ask a differ-
ent question. Is the Information Services Branch of
Government now reporting to Mr. Dan O'Connor, the
Communications and Co-ordination Secretary of the
Premier, who was described in a recent article as
being the best political strategist that the Premier has
on his staff, is thatwho Information Servicesisreport-
ing to now?
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the
Opposition.

MR.LYON: Well, Mr. Speaker, having hadthat marve-
lous display of open government, on behalf of the First
Minister refusingto answer a question with respectto
the propaganda machine that he has established in
government after only three monthsin office. Perhaps
wecan getontotheregularbusiness of the House and
ask the First Minster to tell the House what other
propaganda changes he and his colleagues have
made in the three months they have been in office;
how many other new PR people have they broughton
staff to propagate their rather funny ideology among
the people of Manitoba?

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, | find it indeed very very
puzzling coming from the Leader of the Opposition
that indeed was the architect of a brand new scale of
propaganda over the last four years, the hiring of
communicators, which we have discussed at great
length in this Legislature before, massive advertising
campaign, which was launched during the previous
fiscal year, that the Leader of the Opposition now has
the audacity to indeed impinge upon the integrity of
people that are now working Information Services.
Mr. Speaker, if the Leader of the Opposition has spe-
cific complaints in regard to any change of policy
pertaining to the Information Services Branch let him
nowbringforth those complaintsin specific form but,
otherwise, Mr. Speaker, | suggest it is highly unfair to
the public servants within the Information Services
Branch for the Leader of the Opposition to reflecton
the personnel in that Branch.

MR.LYON: Mr. Speaker, far from reflecting on the
personnel of the Information Services Branch, my
honourable friend, by his intemperate behaviour this
afternoon, isreflectingon hisown officeandindeedis
causing great questions to arise among all of us as to
why this change would be made. Would the Honour-
able Minister be willing enough in this move ment of
free and open government that he talks about all the
time to advise the House and the people of Manitoba
why he thought it necessary to change the Informa-
tion Services Branch from reporting to Government
Services to reporting to his department?

MR.PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, again, |lamaquite ready, in
fact, quiteanxioustodeal with thisin detail during my
Estimate Review. Mr. Speaker, | ask you whether
indeed there are any rules insofar as questions of a
repetitious nature?

MR.SPEAKER: TheHonourable MemberforPembina.

MR.DONALD ORCHARD (Pembina): Thankyou, Mr.
Speaker, | have a question for the Honourable First
Minister. Knowing the First Minister’s awareness and
concernfortheplightthatagroup of working Manito-
bans find themselves in and being set upon by the
Winnipeg Taxation Office, namely, that group of
commissioned automobile salesmen in the Province
of Manitoba who are being reassessed by the Win-
nipeg Taxation Office for retroactive taxation years, |
would like to ask the First Minister what he and his
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good office are doing to help that group of working
Manitobans in their current financial distress?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, it's unfortunate but the
Me mber for Pembina doesn’t appear to be conscious
of the fact that he is asking a question that would be
better posed in the Federal House of Commons.

MR.ORCHARD: Mr.Speaker, | believethatanytimea
group of working Manitobans are beingbeset uponby
the Winnipeg Taxation Office, thatis a matter of inter-
est for the government of the Province of Manitoba.
Mr. Speaker, my question quite simply to the First
Minister is that in view of the fact that any additional
taxation which the Winnipeg Taxation Office will
glean retroactively from these people becomes a
share ofthe Province of Manitobataxationrevenues, |
suggest the question is quite in order. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to know what the First Minister and his
good office are doing to assist that group of working
Manitobans.

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, again, we're hearing
repetition of previous questions. The question relates
to a ruling by the Federal Department of Revenue in
regardtothe collection of taxation in the Province of
Manitoba. The processes, the decisions that indeed
have been made, have been made on the part of public
servants in Ottawa so thatthe honourable memberis
asking his questions in the wrong Chamber. Mr.
Speaker, youshould indeed, | suggest, point that out
to the honourable member.

MR.ORCHARD: Thankyou,Mr.Speaker.Mr. Speaker,
under ordinary circumstances | might find some
semblance of agreement with the First Minister but
when the Province of Manitoba has been singled out
by the Federal Taxation Department for this retroac-
tive review of commissioned salesmen — only Mani-
toba — | suggest itis in the interest of the Manitoba
Government to protect those individuals. | ask the
First Minister why theirrequestto his officeforassist-
ance, which is now two months old, has been com-
pletely ignored by his office and staff?

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, again, | have to repeat,
because apparently the Member for Pembina did not
hearaccurately, thisisamatterthatis offederaljuris-
diction,amatter which mustbe dealt with in respectto
the Federal Government of Canada is concerned. It is
a matter that is the responsibility of the Minister of
National Revenue at the federal level. There are
serious questions indeed that should be raised per-
taining to this matter. Those questions should be
raised in the Federal House of Commons rather than
the Member for Pembina appearing to wish to some
way or other to draw a great deal of attention to him-
self in this Chamber by raising matters of a federal
nature.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Speaker, | find it indeed unfor-
tunate that this three-month-old government, claim-
ing concern for all Manitobans, is prepared to aban-
don a group of workingManitobans toan arbitrary tax
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rule singling out Manitoba alone, and | ask the First
Minister —(Interjection)—

MR. SPEAKER: Order please, order please. The
Honourable House Leader on a Point of Order.

MR. PENNER: | would ask that you rule asto whether
or not the Member for Pembina is not simply repeat-
ing, in the same words almostidentically, the question
already raised, and whether thisisnot in abuse of the
House. How many times can the same question be
asked by the sameme mber?| would ask youtorule on
that.

MR.SPEAKER: Certainly fromthe Chair it seems that
the same, or very similar question, is being posed by
the Honourable Member for Pembina. I'm attempting
to give all members as much latitude as possible
within their questions, hoping that they will be ques-
tions and not be speeches to the Opposition. | believe
it would be fair to say that the question period is
generally looked uponastimebelonging tothe Oppo-
sition. If the Opposition wish to use theirtime in what-
ever way they wish, that is not too far from the rules,
I'm prepared to allow that to happen.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Speaker, then might | ask the
FirstMinisterif he, or his office, orindeed the Minister
of Finance for the Province of Manitoba, are aware
that the Winnipeg Taxation Office has singled out
Manitoba as the only province in Canada and singled
out a group of commission salesmen retroactively to
reassess theirtaxationand, ifheis aware of that, does
he have any concerns whatsoever for those Manito-
bans who are being asked to pay additional taxes ata
time when he well knows that all Manitobans would
dearlyloveto keep additional income in their pockets
to maintain their families?

MR.SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

HON.VIC SCHROEDER (Rossmere): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker. The Member for Pembina asks whether we
are aware that Manitoba is the only province in which
salespeople arebeing audited and in whichthereisa
change with respect to the federal imposition of
income tax. | was not aware of that. | can assure the
honourable memberthat! will look atitthisafternoon
and, ifthatis the case, then certainly we willbe making
representations to Ottawa to requestthatour citizens
betreatedin afashion no differentfromthe citizens of
other provinces in this country, that salespeople be
treated in Manitoba in the same way that they would
be treated in other provinces in this country.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Roblin-
Russell.

MR. J. WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin-Russell): | thank
you, Mr. Speaker, | have a question for the Honour-
able Minister of Finance. | wonder, can the Honour-
able Minister of Finance tell us if the government
plans to change the ad valorem formula of gasoline
taxation in the province.

MR.SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.
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MR. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, thatis a policy mat-
ter that is before the government.

MR. McKENZIE: Mr. Speaker, | don’tthink |heardthe
Honourable Minister's answer. | wonder if he would
repeatit, | am sorry | did not pick it up.

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, the honourable
me mber has beena member of this Chamber for what,
25years? lamsurethatin thattime he haslearned that
Budget items are discussed at Budget time.

MR. McKENZIE: Mr. Speaker, | wonder then if the
Honourable Minister can advisethe House or Manito-
bans if it isthe plan of the government to adjust the ad
valorem tax because of the fact that gasoline went up
10centsagallonthisweekinourprovince. Therearea
lot of people phoning and inquiring if we can expect
an adjustment or a change in that policy.

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, the changes in our
taxation rates and policies will be announced as they
take effectas has happened in the past.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Turtle
Mountain.

MR.RANSOM: Mr. Speaker,theMinisterofFinancel
think will be aware that approximately on a six-month
basis the assessment of the tax has been adjusted as
the price of gasoline has risen. There has recently
been arisein the price of gasoline. Does the Minister
intend to have an assessment done of the average
price in Winnipeg in order that he mightincrease the
tax?

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, that is a policy mat-
ter. It is always under consideration.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the
Opposition.

MR.LYON: Furthertothequestionofthe Honourable
Member for Turtle Mountain,lamnotasking the Min-
ister to divulge any policy changes he may have in
mind. | am asking the Minister whether he and his
colleagues intend to obey the law of Manitoba which
isthat the provincial tax will be adjusted after other
taxes have gone up or other price increases have
taken place. Does he intend to obey the law or is he
going to change it?

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, like all me mbers of
this government, of course, | intend to obey the law.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for La
Verendrye.

MR. ROBERT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye): Mr.
Speaker, a question to the same Minister, | wonder if
the Minister could inform the House whether or not
the Manitoba Government will be addinganew tax on
gasoline and diesel fuel.

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, again, that is a
Budget question which | am sure the honourable
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member can wait until Budget time for an answer too.

MR. BANMAN: A supplementary question, Mr.
Speaker, to the same Minister. | wonder if the Minister
could confirm that the government will be levying a
new tax on gasoline and diesel fuel to pay for the
setting up of ManOil.

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr. Speaker, | have already ans-
wered the question, | believe, about six times.

MR.BANMAN: Anothersupplementary, Mr. Speaker,
| wonder if the Minister could confirm that the govern-
ment will be payingforManOil by levying gasoline tax
which the consumers in the province will have to be
paying for.

MR.PENNER: Ona point of orderagain, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House
Leader on a point of order.

MR.PENNER: Intermsofthe question period, thatis,
word for word with one change of phrase, the ques-
tion which was just asked and answered for the
second time, | suppose thatthe honourable me mbers
opposite just don’t have questions they care to ask
that have any meaning.

MR. SPEAKER: | donotintend totellthe membersof
the Opposition what questions they should ask.
The Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie.

MR.LLOYD HYDE (Portage laPrairie): Mr.Speaker, |
have aquestion | would like to direct to the Minister of
Community Services and Corrections. Have the tend-
ers been called as originally promised for construc-
tion of a new multimillion dollar indoor recreational
complex on the grounds of the Manitoba School for
Retarded in Portage la Prairie?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Com-
munity Services.

HON.LEONARD S. EVANS (Brandon East): No, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. HYDE: To the same Minister then, Mr. Speaker,
in view of the fact that the tenders were to be called in
February, can the Ministeradvise this House when the
project will go to tenders?

MR.EVANS: The matterisunderreview, Mr. Speaker.

MR.HYDE: Mr. Speaker, lamafraid | did not hear the
answer.

MR.EVANS: Mr. Speaker, | stated to the honourable
member and to the members of the House that the
matter is under review presently.

MR. HYDE: A further supplementary, if | may, Mr.
Speaker, in view of the fact that there are several
hundred residents of the Manitoba School whose
conditions mean that they can never be accommo-
dated anywhere outside of that building, can the Min-

85

ister assure those residents and this House that con-
struction on this long-awaited recreational complex
will get under way soon?

MR.EVANS: Mr. Speaker, | don’t what else | can add
to my last question. We are very cognizant of the
problem and we believe that the residents of that par-
ticular school should have the best recreational facili-
ties available.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Swan
River.

MR. D.M. GOURLAY (Swan River): Thanks, Mr.
Speaker, | would like to direct aquestionto the Minis-
ter of Municipal Affairs and ask him if he can advise
the House as to when he will be announcing the
amounts, payments, of the 1982 municipal tax sharing
payment.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Munici-
pal Affairs.

HON. A.R. (Pete) ADAM (Ste. Rose): In response to
the Member for Swan River, | will be making that
announcement when | am ready to make it, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. GOURLAY: | wonder if the Minister . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please, order please. Order
please.

MR. GOURLAY: | have a further supplement to the
same Minister, | wonder if he could indicate the
amount of the payments which he expects to be
announcing soon.

MR. ADAM: No, Mr. Speaker.

MR.GOURLAY: | would just like to remind the Minis-
ter that the municipal people are anxious to get this
information | might add.

| wonder, another supple mentary to the same Minis-
ter, if he could advise the House whether or not he will
be making any adjustments to the urban supplement
that we initiated some two or three years ago.

MR.ADAM: TheMemberofSwan River will knowthat
the Department of Urban Affairs now is under the
Minister of Urban Affairs, my colleague.

MR. GOURLAY: | would like to rephrase this ques-
tion. I'd like to ask the Minister of Municipal Affairs,
the urban supplement was paid to all of the municipal-
ities, notjustthe City of Winnipegand I'm just wonder-
ing if he is planning on changing the formula that has
been established some two or three years ago.

MR.SPEAKER: TheHonourableMe mberfor Emerson.

MR. ALBERT DRIEDGER (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, |
have a question to the Minister of Municipal Affairs. |
wonder whether the Minister could indicate whether
he's in favour of selling Local Government District
vested land.
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Munici-
pal Affairs.

MR.ADAM: Thatis a policy matter, Mr. Speaker, and
it's under review at the present time.

MR.SPEAKER: TheHonourableMemberforEmerson.

MR.DRIEDGER: Mr. Speaker, aquestiontothe same
Minister. Thereisapolicy inplaceright nowthatheis
administrating through his office. I'm wondering
whether he is in agreement with that kind of policy.

MR. ADAM: Againtorepeat, inanswerto yourrepeti-
tive question, the policy of Crown land sales is under
review at the present time.

MR. DRIEDGER: Mr. Speaker, | want to make a cor-
rection in this. The question was whether the Minister
was in favour of selling Local Government District
vested land, not Crown lands. | wonder whether he
could possibly clarify that.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Speaker, the policy to allow LGD,
Local Government Districts, to sell their land was
initiated back in 1975. It was a policy that was under-
taken by the previous Schreyer administration. There
was two years of negotiations with the LGD's to bring
aboutthatprogramand was followed up by the outgo-
ingadministration and that policy willstillcontinue as
far as we're concerned.

MR.SPEAKER: TheHonourable Member for Tuxedo.

MR. GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, unfortunately yesterday the time for Ques-
tion Period expired while | was in the midst of ques-
tioning the Minister of Consumer and Corporate
Affairs and so consequently I'd like to continue with
my questions to him. I'm aided by the fact that| can
confirm through the use of Hansard thatalthough the
Minister gave us a rather lengthy review of what his
department has done with the problem of urea-
formaldehyde foam insulation, he did not respond to
the question which | asked, Sir, which was, what does
the Minister intend to do on behalf of thousands of
Manitoba homeowners who are faced with the prob-
lem of having a house that is unmortgageable and
unsaleable because of the existence of urea-formal-
dehyde foam insulation in their homes given the fact
that the federal government has offered only $5,000in
compensation for a job that may require anywhere
from $10,000 to $20,000? What does heintend to do on
that problem on behalf of these Manitoba
homeowners?

MR. SPEAKER: The Minister of Consumer and Cor-
porate Affairs.

HON. EUGENE KOSTYRA (Seven Oaks): Yes, Mr.
Speaker, | indicated yesterday in some detil the posi-
tion that has been taken by the Province of Manitoba
to the Federal Government so that they accept their
full responsibility. | might add thatthe position of this
government is the same that was advanced by the
previous government and is the same position that's
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being advanced by all provinces across Canada, say-
ing that the Federal Government has a responsibility
in this area and should accept that responsibility and
we will continue on behalf of Manitobansto press the
Federal Governmentto accept their full responsibility.

MR.FILMON: Mr. Speaker, | hopethathe'salotmore
forceful about it than the Minister of Finance who has
been adoormatfor the Federal Government at recent
meetings and his First Minister as well.

MR. SPEAKER: Question please.

MR.FILMON: My secondquestion, Mr. Speaker,isin
view of the fact that the Minister of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs the othereveningannouncedto the
Manitoba Landlords’ Association some of the details
of his proposed rent control legislation, can he share
with the House today the context of the legislation
thatis proposed for rent control in this province?

MR. KOSTYRA: | think that will be better discussed
when the billisintroduced to the House, Mr. Speaker.

MR.FILMON: Yes, Mr. Speaker, well then | wonder if
the Minister could tell the House today just what
exactly is the Rent Regulation Bureau.

MR. KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, as | indicated in res-
ponse to the previous question that will be part of the
legislation that will be introduced and discussed and
debated atthattime.

MR.FILMON: Iwonderthen,inviewofthefactthathe
does not choose to share with the House today what
exactly the Rent Regulation Bureau is, would he tell
the House why the Civil Service Commission is adver-
tising under the heading of the Department of Con-
sumer and Corporate Affairs, Rent Regulation Bureau
for 10 positions at the present time.

MR. KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker,it's obviousthatthereis
going to be legislation with respect to rent control in
the province and it's obvious that there's going to be
staff needed to implement that legislation once it is
passed.

MR.FILMON: Mr. Speaker, are weto understandthat
these 10 people will be hired to do nothing until the
Minister decides what the text of his legislation is and
presentsit tothe House, and then takes it through all
of the committee procedures and the various parts of
legislation, in addition to the people who are presently
on staff in the Tenancy Arbitration Bureau and the
Rentalsman’s Office? These additional 10 people will
sit and do nothing?

MR.KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, | didnothearaquestion
out of that speech by the member opposite.

MR. FILMON: My question is, will these people do
nothinguntil he decides that he cangethislegislation
through the House?

MR. KOSTYRA: Mr. Speaker, no.
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St.
Norbert.

MR. G. W. J. (Gerry) MERCIER (St. Norbert): Mr.
Speaker, my question is to the Honourable Attorney-
General. Mr. Speaker, in view of his directive to the
Manitoba Liquor Control Commission that South
African wines and spirits be removed from the shelves
because of that country’s policies, will the Honour-
able Attorney-General advise whether the public of
Manitoba can expect any action with respect to wines
and spirits from Russia, Poland, Hungary, Chile and
other countries?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

MR. PENNER: Mr.Speaker, letthere be no doubtthat
this Government, and | hope the members opposite
with this government, will protest racism and the
denials of civil liberties wherever they occur. Whether
they occur in Chile, EI Salvador, the Soviet Union,
Poland, wherever, the USA; yes, in Canada, we willbe
prepared to protestthem. The question will always be
in what form and under what circumstances and |
want to, for example, advise the House thatat the time
thatmartial lawwasdeclaredin Poland, | wasthe Duty
Minister and | was called upon by the Canadian-
Polish Congress to make the facilities of this House
available for the demonstration which in fact took
place and | did it.

It may be, and | deliberately use that hypothetical,
that | would not necessarily approve of the particular
form of demonstration there or elsewhere, but |
thought they had therightto demonstrate and that we
as a government — and the First Minister made our
positionveryclearonthat withrspecttoPoland — but
you see what is forgotten in that question is that the
position of South Africais uniquely abhorrent; it has
been recognized as such by the United Nations; it is
the subject of resolutions by the United Nations and |
think this House should be aware of what those reso-
lutions are because what | and the government are
following are the resolutions of the United Nations.

SouthAfricaistheonly country which is the subject
of a U.N. boycott and a U.N exclusion and part of that
resolution | would like, and on a suitable occasion |
will read the whole of that resolution into the record,
to read the penultimate part: namely, that the U.N.
requests all governments and organizations to co-
operate with a special committee in the implementa-
tion of the present resolutions which embody the
notion of boycott. So that with respect to South Africa
which is recognized as having, not only as a matter of
law but as a matter of constitution, a racist policy
embedded into it and has carried this out; 20 million
blacks exploited by 4 million whites; that this is uni-
quely abhorrentandwe recognize thatinthe step that
we took and we make no apologies forit . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. I'm sure
allmembers are aware that the question period should
not be used for making speeches as it is a time for
questions.

* The Honourable Member for St. Norbert.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable
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Attorney-General not having answered the question
whether he would take any action withrespecttowine
and spirits from Russia, Poland, Chile and other coun-
tries, | canonly presume that he supports the policies
of those countries.

Mr. Speaker, I'll move unto another matter. There is
a Throne Speech reference to the Law Courts Build-
ing. Can the Honourable Attorney-General indicate
whether there has been any substantial change in the
plans or proposed site for the construction of that
building?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

MR. PENNER: Mr. Speaker, no I'm pleased to advise
the House that there has not been any substantial
plans and that what is going forward in fact is a com-
plex which has originated many years ago, first with
the present government and carried forward, | will
readily admit, by the members opposite when they
were in government but we are the party, as govern-
ment, which has finally given the go ahead.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that
my clear understanding that the plans for that project
weretobecompleteinlate 1981 orveryearlyinJanu-
ary 1982, can the Honourable Attorney-General
explain the reasons why the project will not be pro-
ceeding until late fall of 1982 as indicated in the
Throne Speech rather than immediately?

MR. PENNER: Mr. Speaker, the reason is that in fact
the plans are not yet ready for tendering. We are
advised by the Department of Government Services
and the architectural consultants in that department
andby the architects themselves, thattheplans will be
ready for tendering one hopes by the end of May or
justbeforethe end of May, andthatbased on that time
lineandthetimetakentogetandanalyzetenders,itis
expectedthatwe will be ina positionto goaheadwith
the construction just about the end of August, the
beginning of September, so it's just a question of the
preparation of the plans.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort
Garry.

MR.L.R.(Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker,
my question is to the Honourable Minister of Health. |
would ask him whether the Manitoba Health Services
Commission has submitted a counter proposal on
fees to the Manitoba Medical Association as of yes-
terday, March 2nd, in keeping with the 30-day agree-
ment under the existing contract?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): No,
Mr. Speaker, but as soon as the Commission is
advised that meaningful discussion will continue,
they certainly will accommodate the MMA.

MR. SHERMAN: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker, 1
would ask the Minister whether the Manitoba Medical
Association has indicated to him that it considers the
Health Services Commission now to be in breach of
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the 30-day clause in the existing contract?

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, yes it is fair to say
that they have informed me that they feel that we have
broken the agreement. | have also said publicly that |
felt they had broken the agreement by changing a
discussion that is no longer meaningful — | think this
is the word that isused, that a meaningful discussion
should beheld. | think thatthe memberanswered this
inthe Throne Spee chdebate of yesterday. Itisimpos-
sible to negotiate with a gun at your head. It isimpos-
sible to negotiate with a group that say that even if
there was an agreement reached that they would not
forward it to their membership unless we agree to
bring in legislation that they're seeking to have.

MR. SHERMAN: A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker,
can the Minister advise the House whether the Mani-
toba Medical Association has indicated to him that
because in its view the Health Services Commission
has breached the agreement; that there now are no
obligations on the part of either side to move off the
polarized positionsthat they'reinatthe presenttime?

MR. DESJARDINS: No, Mr. Speaker, | mightsay that
as far as the government is concerned we're anxious
toseethe negotiationsresume as soonas possible,as
long asit's going to be meaningful and fruitful negoti-
ation. | would hope that this start fairly soon.

As far as the Manitoba Health Services Commis-
sion, the Commissionisreadyto have acounter prop-
osal anytimethis evening, tomorrow, anytime atall, as
long as they resume negotiations.

MR. SPEAKER: Orderplease. Thetime forOral Ques-
tions has expired. The House agreed earlier to revert
to Ministerial Statements. Is the Minister of Education
now prepared to proceed?

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS
MR. SPEAKER: The Minister of Education.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Speaker, | want to thank the
House, first of all, for giving me very special permis-
sion to speak at this time. It just proves that not all
learning takes place in the classroom. | wish to
announce significant measures to ensure greater
equityin the allocation of provincial supporttoschool
divisions. The Education Support Program will be
retained for 1982, and, as prescribed by regulations
and legislation, it willbe increased by $46.5 million to
$469.1 million to reflect increases in the Consumer
Price Index.

Thetotal direct provincial contribution to education
of $332.8 million will cover 54.4 percent of the pro-
jected $611.3 million public schools will spend in
1982, up from 53.3 percent of school expenditure last
year.

While retaining the Education Support Program in
itscurrent form, the government willimplement signif-
icant changes in education financing through sup-
plemental grants, to help correct certain identified
weaknesses in the distribution of grants under the
existing Education Support Program.

These weaknesses include:
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Disadvantages in raising speciall levy revenues
faced by divisions with low property tax assessment
bases. Balanced assessment per pupil, by which the
tax base of divisions can be compared, ranges froma
high of nearly $26,000 to a low of under $8,000.00.

Disadvantages faced by some lower-spending div-
isions because their 1980 expenditure levels are used
to define the ceiling of “eligible expenditure,” whichin
turn,isusedtocalculate 1982 support underthe Edu-
cation Support Program. Eligible expenditure under
the Educational Support Program for 1982 ranges
from $2,133 per pupil in Dauphin-Ochre School Divi-
sion to $3,244 per pupil in Winnipeg School Division
No. 1.

The “mill rate crisis” which results when such di-
visions must try to remedy disparities in educational
opportunity with special levies from a relatively low
tax base, and/or with grants artificially limited by the
eligible expenditure ceiling built into the Education
Support Program.

The changes in education financing which our
government will introduce takes the form of supple-
mental grants totalling an estimated $12.4 million and
composed of:

Equalization Supplements for divisions with a bal-
anced assessment per pupil of less than $22,000; and

Eligible Expenditure Supplementsto offset the wid-
ening disparities and eligible expenditures between
divisions under the Educational Support Program.

In addition, adjustments within the Educational
SupportProgram are made as follows: - Basic Operat-
ing Support has been increased by $10,200 - from
$87,400 to $97,600 per basic operating unit. - Trans-
portation support has been increased from $310 to
$350 pertransported pupil; and the mileage forloaded
miles onaschool bus in excess of 50 miles (80 km) per
day has been increased from 60 cents to 80 cents per
mile. - Printand Non-print Materials Support hasbeen
increased from $25 perpupil to $30 perpupil. - The 90
percent of eligible expenditures limit on operating
support hasbeen eliminated.

The Public Schools Finance Board will beincorpo-
rating the above changes in its estimate of support
payable to school divisions and districts for 1982, and
the complete estimate will be provided to each school
division with return of its financial budget as has been
the practice in recent years.

Also in 1982, the government will implement two
special grants programs to provide assistanceto:- the
almost 300 “small schools” in the province; and - to
establish a student travel program to enable students
betterto experience Manitoba's rich cultural and geo-
graphic diversity.

I will be announcing details of these two programs
later.

Allof the above measures are designed as improve-
ments upon, or supplements, to the Education Sup-
port Program for the current year, during which time
the government will conduct a thorough review of
education financing.

I wish alsotoannounce a special grantto the Win-
nipeg School Division No. 1. A special grant of $2
million to the Winnipeg School Division No. 1 in
recognition of the special needs ofthe inner city stu-
dents they are serving through enriched and special
programs.
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The Winnipeg School Division contains schools in
communities where over 45 percent of family heads
are unemployed, where over 60 percent of students
come from single parent families, where there are
student transfer rates of up to 80 percent in a year,
where Native students make up 14 percent of the div-
ision's population and immigrants make up 9 percent
of the division's population. The division has res-
ponded to these needs with enriched pupil-teacher
ratios, language development programs, increased
community liaison and development, nursery and
alternative programs.

The special grant is a recognition of the Winnipeg
School Division's unique level of need and program
commitment, both of which are significantly in excess
of other divisions in the province. Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

MR.SPEAKER: TheHonourable Member for Tuxedo.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Speaker, although | haven't had
time to peruse in detail the announcement in the text
of the increases and compare them to similarannoun-
cementslastyearinlastyear's Estimates,itisalwaysa
welcome announcement to hear of greater support to
education in this province. It strikes me, of course,
thatlast year our government putthroughincreasesin
excess of $70 million on the same basis, a much
higher percentage, something approaching 30 per-
cent, to restructure the whole Public School Educa-
tion Financing Program in this province. The Minister
refers to intentions to further alter the structure of
public school financing in the province and | remind
her that the report of the Assessment Review Com-
mission is due momentarily. It would be wise not to
make such structural changes until she sees what
effect any moves to adjust assessment throughoutthe
province may haveon her financing plans. Obviously,
theMinisterhasindicated thatsheis going tocarryon
the program commitments in approximately the
amounts that were announced by the former Minister
of Educationlastyearin his endeavourtoincrease the
provincial support for education. | have'nt had an
opportunity tocompare whetheritmeetsthe expecta-
tions of what that Minister said, but | also know that
the Minister is fighting for dollars amongst her Cabinet
colleagues for other programs which presumably
have priority as well. So | commend the Minister on
her announcement and say that we will be interested
in the Budget to see just exactly how this will come out
of the taxpayers' pockets in the future. Thank you.

COMMITTEE CHANGES

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for La
Verendrye.

MR. BANMAN: Before the Orders of the Day, Mr.
Speaker, | wonderifl could substitutesomenames on
a committee. On Privileges and Elections | would like
to substitute the Member for Virden for the Member
for St. Norbert, and the Member for Turtle Mountain
for the Member for La Verendrye.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
THRONE SPEECH DEBATE Cont'd
MR. SPEAKER: Onthe proposed motion of the Hon-

89

ourable Member for The Pas, a proposed amendment
thereto by the Leader of the Opposition.

The Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek has
five minutes remaining.

MR. JOHNSTON: Well, Mr. Speaker, | only have the
five minutes and | probably will do alittlesumming up.
But first| wouldliketosaythatitwaspretty obvious at
the caucus meeting today of the government side.
They decided to go back in the room and say, “Ques-
tion, don’'t answer those fellows, take itas notice,” and
the Premier has obviously shown that he can’t stand
the heat in the House because he's produced some
arrogance today thatheusedto accuse other people
of.

Mr. Speaker, let us go back to what | was saying
about the complaints that we had from the govern-
ment for four years that nothing was being done, that
people were leaving the Province of Manitoba and for
threeyearstherewasaplanworked ontoprovidejobs
for the people in the Province of Manitoba, for child-
ren of those people and the grandchildren of those
people foryearsto come. Letus picture, Mr. Speaker,
a potash plant in the western part of the province
worth $400 million of construction, that would have
1,200 people working in construction for three years
and, Mr. Speaker, a permanency of about 500 jobs in
the area. Let's take a look at the work that was being
done to see the Manfor expanded to increase jobs in
The Pas, and it certainly should be done. Both of
those, by the way, were going to be joint ventures;
government, industry working together; the Federal
Governmentbeinginvolved as far as Manfor was con-
cerned; a joint venture. So we have several million
dollars there; about $150 million with an increase in
jobsinthe construction period. A refinery that would
cost in the neighbourhood of $600 million produces
about — if it goes the same as Granby in Quebec —
about 1,500 permanent jobs in construction for four
years and then permanent jobs of about500to 600in
theplant;$700million approximately attoday’'s dollars.

And, Mr. Speaker, the Power Grid that would have
increased employment in Manitoba by several million
dollars, over maybe 200 million or better being spent
in this areaand you add up when you take Limestone
into it, the construction of Limestone, another $2 bil-
lion, this province was looking at $3- to $4-billion-
worth of expenditure which would create jobs in this
province for the long-term future, and have a long-
term construction onthe Nelson, would probably last
for 25 years, uninterrupted.

What's the consequence if we lose it, Mr. Speaker?
Well, the consequence is this: we just heard from the
Minister of Education that she's going to be spending
more money. We know from the Federal Government
that your transfer payments are going to be less. We
know that the economy of Manitoba, the car sales and
other things are down. You're going to haveless tax
dollars coming in.

All of these things are happening and the most
important thing of all, Mr. Speaker, is that we will
export. Wewill continueto exportouryoungpeopleto
work in the resource provinces elsewhere. Does
anybody onthat side of the House believe that ManOil
oranyotheroilcompany, private or public, is capable
of doing what that plan is that we had before? —
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(Interjection)— and the Alcan one. | repeat, Alcan was
atenant, would be a tenant in a hydro plant owned by
Hydro and they would pay $600 million approximately
toward the construction of that plant, and they would
only have a guarantee of power for 35 years. And as as
the member, The Minister of Energy and Mines wants
to argue, the price of the power has not been set. Mr.
Speaker, when 40 percent of the cost of making alum-
inum ishydro power —(Interjection)— Thankyou, Sir
— Andyou're spending $700 million to build a refinery
in somebody’s province, you're going to make sure
your power is not cut off. The Quebec Government
when it nationalized and took over thepowerplantsin
Quebec, left Alcan with their ownpowerplantsin that
province. It is a policy of theirs that they do and must
have a security of power.

So, Mr. Speaker, | don't think the socialist philo-
sophy wants to see advancement in this province
because they don't know how to handle that kind of
people with initiative. But it's on their heads, Mr.
Speaker, and it better happen fast, because your
financial problems within this province are here and
they're goingtogetworseveryfastand nowisthetime
tomove. Let'sforgetthe dreams and the fantasies that
we're talking about and the visions. Let's act now for
the people of Manitoba.

MR.SPEAKER: The Honourable Memberfor Dauphin.

MR. JOHN PLOHMAN (Dauphin): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker, we have listened to the Honourable Member
for Sturgeon Creek discuss once again the Conserva-
tive dreams and fantasies as he referred to them of
megaprojects andI'mgoingto atthistime discuss the
serious concerns and problems facing Manitoba and
facing the Dauphin constituency today.

| consider it a great honour and privilege, Mr.
Speaker, to be ableto give my inaugural address here
this afternoon. | say this sincerely, thatitis an honour
tobeherewith so many distinguished peopleonboth
sides of the House, that's true and as the representa-
tive in the 32nd Legislature and because of the Dau-
phin Constituency have chosen me as their
representative.

| want at thistime to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker.
I genuinely believe that you will bring honour to your
position here.| want also to congratulate our Premier,
a very special person, members of the Cabinet and all
MLA's on both sides of the House, who make up the
32nd Legislature. | especially want to mention and
congratulatetheHonourable Memberfor ThePasand
the Honourable Member for Burrows for their elo-
quence in moving and seconding the Speech from the
Throne.

Mr. Speaker, as | stand here I'm mindful of the great
challenge that lies before us. It is a challenge that |
take seriously and with a sense of great responsibility
Thechallenges before us have never been greaterand
| believe the Throne Speech read by Her Honour the
Lieutenant-Governor demonstrates that this Govern-
ment is willing to tackle those challenges and prob-
lems in arealistic way and that we are not going to sit
back and watch like the Conservative Governmentdid
before us.

Before | speak briefly about some of the greatest
problems facing my constituency of Dauphin, | want
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to briefly share some of my background and my con-
cerns and my personal feelings with you.

| proudly speak of my days on the farm where | was
born and raised, the trees, the breeze through the
leaves, the animals, the sweet smell of freshly cut
grass and the stones | picked. —(Interjection)—
That's right, from the Interlake. | learned to love the
land and in our family of seven children, | learned to
share, to compromise and to be strong when | had to.
Later, | had the privilege of working in Manitoba's
North. | worked with pride on the longest direct cur-
rent transmission line in the world at that time,
climbed those majestic towers and experienced the
true serenity 200 feet in the air with the cool northern
breeze blowingin my face. Mr. Speaker, | experienced
firsthand the harnessing of the mighty Nelson. After
graduating from Red River Community College and
the University of Manitoba, | movedto Dauphinwhere
| taught school for eight and one-half years and
served as a town councillor there. During this time
that | spent in the North and between the time of my
university days, something very beautiful happened
to me —(Interjection)— right, | met and married my
dear wife, Pat, and we now have three children,
Rochelle, Jody and Robbie whom we love dearly.

| want to talk briefly about the sacrifices a family
must make when one member ofthatfamilyisinvolved
as apolitician. | wantto talk about this because asthe
Honourable Memberfor EImwoodsaidMonday, polit-
ics has been described as the highest calling, the
noblest profession, yet politicians are always abused,
never really trusted and the sacrifices they and their
family make notvery oftentalked about. l amsure, Mr.
Speaker, that all of my honourable friends here can
identify with that sacrifice. Each of our situations is
different; but for me, | must say goodbye to my three
children on Sunday night when the House is in Ses-
sion; | say goodbye, they say goodbye; yet they do not
know why | go and do not return until Friday. We, as
do many of you, my honourable friends have a very
close and a very loving family. Yet our children who
aremaking huge sacrifices had no say in the decision
and know not why they make them. They just know,
Mr. Speaker, that daddy isnottheretotuck themin,to
hold them close, to listen to their oh so important
problems, tocry with them, to sing withthem, to laugh
with them and to pray with them. That hurts me deep
inside but| know that! mustdowhatlhavetodoand|
hope that they will one day understand that because
of their sacrifices life will be a little better for all of the
other Rochelles and Jodys and Robbies in our pro-
vince, yes, and wives and husbands too. That's what
politics is about, but it is not what it's talked about.

But why did | become a politician if the pain is so
great? Why? Because like you | have a duty to my
province and to my country because weonlyliveonce
on earth and life can be so short, as | found out when
my brother was cruelly and savagely crushed and
twisted by the power take-off of his tractor and stack-
mover on his farm while his wife and children waited at
home preparing for Christmas for the husband and
father who would never come back; and, yes, because
my calling came and | was needed and because | was
inspired to go into public life by people like our Hon-
ourable Premier, His Excellency Ed Schreyer, the
Honourable Stanley Knowles, Ed Broadbent and yes,
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for the interested Members Opposite, the late Right
Honourable John Diefenbaker. But, more than that, |
was inspired by one event, one event more than any
otherand by one personmorethananyotherinavery
different way. The event was the provincial election of
1977 which saw the defeat of the Schreyer Govern-
ment and the person was the Honourable Leader of
the Opposition who is unfortunately not here right
now.

On that night of the ‘77 election, things changed in
Manitoba. The power that was humane and compas-
sionate in the hands of the Schreyer Government
became painful and cruel in the hands of the present
Leader of the Opposition.

For inasmuch as he can lecture so disdainfully, so
condescendingly and so indignantly the Members of
the New Democratic Party here on Reaganomics and
on his version of fairness and justice and free enter-
prise, this professor is incapable of comprehending
the simple needs of average people. He cannot com-
prehend, Mr. Speaker, because he has, | believe, never
experienced the simple needs of average people. Yet,
he has the audacity to single out backbenchers here
and tell them they have made a mistake, thatsomehow
they have made ahorrible mistake in representing the
New Democratic Party; that, in his words, the Schreyer
retreads are responsible for the policies that wentinto
the Throne Speech.

Well, Mr. Speaker, this wet-behind-the-ears back-
bencher wantstoinform the Honourable Leader of the
Oppositionthat we all contributed to the formulation
of that Speech, the Honourable Member for The Pas,
the Honourable Member for Rupertsland, the Hon-
ourable Member for Burrows, the Honourable Minis-
ter of Education — all of us. In a demonstration of
democracy that you will never grasp, that you will
never comprehend, Leaders of the Opposition and
you my honourable friends on the other side, we all
hadapart. Wearepart ofthat Speechand wearevery
proud of these Schreyer retreads because they first
put the Honourable Leader of the Opposition on that
side of the House. We are not naive little creatures
gone astray, led blindly by some doctrine. We know
where we are going my honourable friends andwe are
not afraid to stand proud and tall and tell the people of
Manitoba of our beliefs. So more thananyone else the
Honourable Leader of the Opposition inspired me to
come here to be part of a responsive compassionate
party that works and cares for all of the people of
Manitoba and | can assure my honourable colleague
that | will be inspired to work ever harder for the
people of Manitoba whenever he rises in this House
and| will beinspiredtoworktoensure thathe stays on
that side of the House where he will remain relatively
harmless. Period! Paragraph! | want to make it very
clear to the honourable members that eventhough he
inspired metocomehere, Mr. Speaker, don'tthink he
inspired you, and | am sure you are going to tell him
that very clearly in the near future.

| wish now to turn briefly to my constituency. Itisa
beautiful constituency nestled at the foot of the Riding
Mountains to the south, the Duck Mountains to the
west, stretchingto Lake Winnipegosis and Lake Mani-
toba at the north and down and including Dauphin
Lake on the east.
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A MEMBER: Good fishing down there?

MR. PLOHMAN: There used to be.

It is ironic that the setting which gives my consti-
tuency such great beauty also is the source of great
problems for it lies directly in the path of the Riding
and Duck Mountain watersheds. Mr. Speaker, we
recall the Honourable Member for The Pas saying in
moving the Speech from the Throne that every MLA
thinks his or her constituency is the best, that the
lakesarethe clearestand that the fisharethe biggest.
Well, Mr. Speaker, | no longer can say that about my
constituency because | know differently. Dauphin
Lake used to be crystal clear with the best pickerel in
the province, butithasbeenlargely destroyed by the
carelessness of man.

All levels of governmenthavecontributed toimprov-
ingdrainage in the area overthe years, but in alargely
unplanned way ditches were joined to rivers and in
some cases rivers were widened and deepenedin the
upper reaches but not in the lower reaches. Now in
periodso fexcessive runoff, heavy rains, aquick thaw,
the watergushes down from the mountains, downinto
the natural portions of the waterways which cannot
take the increased flow and over the fertile farmland
taking with it the rich soil of the Dauphin Valley and
depositing it in the Dauphin Lake forming deltas and
marsh areas in the mouths oftherivers. Abouttwelve
streams and rivers flow into Lake Dauphin, Mr.
Speaker, and only one, the Mossy River, flows out-
ward draining Lake Dauphin into Lake Winnipegosis
at the north end. That one outlet channel cannot han-
dle the water as quickly as it enters the Lake and
thereforeitis currentlyimpossible toaccurately regu-
late the level of the Lake.

Dauphin Lake is sick right now. Heavily silted in the
river outlets, fish can no longer get up the rivers to
spawnandathriving fishindustry hasbeenlost, hope-
fully temporarily. The Lake level cannot be effectively
regulated so consequently must be maintained at a
lower than desirable level to accommodate sudden
rains or excessive runoffs. There are serious prob-
lems, Mr. Speaker, problems that must be addressed
by this government, problems that will test the sincer-
ity of our conviction to conserve our natural resources
and our natural environment. It will test the sincerity,
Mr. Speaker, becauseitis going to take money to turn
Lake Dauphin around and then to begin to undo the
damage that has been caused by human beings.

The citizens of the Dauphin Constituency are con-
cerned and they want action on this severe and acute
problem. Action, Mr. Speaker, that will be construc-
tive and long lasting, not merely cosmetic as that
propsed by the previous government. They were
proposing to raise the Lake level, as the story goes,
against the protests of the farmers — thisis not astory
— and they were going to buy up all the surrounding
farmland which would be flooded. So much for free
enterprise, Mr. Speaker. Their proposal would not
address thelong-term problem of the Lake and would
not effectaiong-termsolution, so while | give creditto
the Opposition fortrying, Mr. Speaker, | say long-term
solutions are needed and | am confident this govern-
ment will find those long-term solutions.

Firstly, the outflow channel, the Mossy River, must
be opened up, excavated so that it can handle the
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volume of water required to effectively regulate the
Lake at a desirable level.

Secondly, and while this is taking place, conserva-
tion districts must be set up on the west of Lake Dau-
phin on the Duck Mountain watershed to facilitate
proper management and planning of the whole area,
not municipality by municipality as has been done,
but the whole area must be planned, and then with
dams and catch basins the waterways can be con-
trolledto halt the buildup of the siltinto Lake Dauphin
which comes about when the water rushes unim-
peded from the Riding Mountains and the Duck
Mountains.

Thirdly, the excess silt must be dredged out of the
river outlets so that fish can once again thrive in the
Lakeand the recreation potential of DauphinLakecan
be restored.

This is a serious conservation and environmental
problem, Mr. Speaker, thatbecomes more acuteeach
passing year. If we fail to take action to correct it now
we will failon many more in the future. | will be asking
my governmenttotakesuchactionsothatthebeauty
of the Lake and the confidence and pride of our peo-
ple in the Dauphin Constituency can berestoredonce
again.

Many of our other problems in the Dauphin Consti-
tuency are being addressed by the Speech from the
Throne. Increased educational funds for low assess-
ment school divisions is very important in my consti-
tuency and the announcement by the Honourable
Minister of Education todayin the House willgoalong
wayto alleviating the disparities in the former govern-
ment’'s education support program, which really left
gross inequities. It is particularly important in the
Duck Mountain School Division which has suffered
disadvantages for many years because of low prop-
erty tax base. The complete review of educational
finance is necessary and | am pleased that it will be
conductedthis year. It is necessary sothatameaning-
fuland equitablemeansoffinancing educationcanbe
putin place for the benefit of future generations.

| am pleased as well to see the review of the munici-
pal social assistance taking place this year as well.
You know under the “welfare is cheaper than jobs”
philosophy of the previous government municipal and
social assistance costs in the town of Dauphin have
skyrocketed. The town has become the regional cen-
trefor municipal welfare and it is now seeking special
help from the province to offset the staggering admi-
nistrative and pay-out costs to the town and | am
working presently with the Minister on this problem.

The emphasis by my government on constructionis
needed facilities will bring great benefits to Dauphin,
hopefully anew senior citizenshomeandtherenova-
tion and construction of the Dauphin General Hospi-
tal delayed by the previous government. | find it, Mr.
Speaker, rather ironic that the Honourable Member
for St. Norbert was just asking about a delay of a few
months on the Law Courts Building when his govern-
ment delayed the construction of the Dauphin Gen-
eral Hospital for four years. Hopefully they will pro-
ceed this year, Mr. Speaker, in fact they must proceed.

We have a high number of senior citizens in the
Dauphin area and the Critical Home Repair Program
expansion will bring much needed repairs to their
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homes and at the same time provide jobs for the
unemployed.

lam pleased as well to see that firstcontractlegisla-
tion will be brought in by my government. This hope-
fully will come in time to assist the workers at Black-
woods Beverages who have been on strike since
December of last year in their efforts to gain a first
contract.

Mr. Speaker, the increase in funding to regional
development corporations will be particularly signifi-
cant in my constituency. The areal representis cur-
rently one of the most economically disadvantagedin
the province; an industrial base is sadly needed. The
former government’s policy of handing out interest-
free forgivable loans to certain businesses has not
addressed this problem.

One of our greatest hopes for regional industrial
development lies in the Parkland Regional Develop-
ment Corporation. With its energy and enthusiasm
coupled with adequate government support, it should
be successful in bringing industry and permanent
jobs to the Parkland region. Areas of my constituency
such as Winnipegosis, Meadow Portage and the
Waterhencanbenefitimmensely from fishand timber
processing industries.

The Native peoplein thoseareas,too, are anxious to
be a part of this development, to-work to be sef suffi-
cient; | am pleased to see that this government is
addressing the problems of our Native people. The
natural and human resources are there, Mr. Speaker;
they need only be harnessed.

Agriculture is the backbone of my constituency.
Farmers have suffered tremendously under the inac-
tion of the previous administration. A beef stabiliza-
tion plan was overdue even before the Novemberelec-
tion. Beef producers are now frantically trying to hold
on, while my government makes careful plans for a
program that is needed to make up for the lack of
action by the previous administration and by the Fed-
eral Government on this serious problem.

The burden on farmers is heavy and the people of
the Dauphin constituency are aboutto receive another
staggering blow. If the Federal Government has its
way, Mr. Speaker, they will continue their crusade to
undermine the rail transportation system of Western
Canada. A hearing is scheduled for March 30 in Fork
River in my constituency at which time the Canadian
Transport Commission will hearan applicationforthe
abandonment of the rail line from Siftonto Fork River
and Winnipegosis. Twenty miles of rail line that will
hurt the small farmers of my constituency consider-
ally, all for the saving of a few corporate dollars. This,
atthesametime, thatthe Federal Government wants
to bow to the CPR and increase the statutory Crow
rate.

When the resolution comes before the House, | will
show that the federal proposal could eatinto as much
as 50 percent of grain farmers' profits in my consti-
tuency and it is a simple matter of dollars and cents,
my honourable friends, Mr. Speaker.

Oursmallrural farmers cannot afford anincreasein
the Crow rate. | will fight with my colleagues to turn
asidethe Federal Government's attack on farmers and
on the farmers of Manitoba, in particular.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to add my support to those of my
colleagues who believe that MLAs need more resour-
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ces to serve their constituents in the professional
manner they deserve. | have been fortunate in Dau-
phin to be able to share a constituency office with my
MP, Laverne Lewycky. Since the end of November |
have worked on over 250 individual cases received in
my office by phone, mailorin person. | have met with
morethan 75 individuals in my office by appointment.
During the past three months | have spent an average
of three days a week in that office and needless to say
the response has been overwhelming, but that is as it
should be, Mr. Speaker, thatis why | was elected. Now
that the House is in Session, however, | cannot spend
thetime required in my constituency office in Dauphin.

| believe, Mr. Speaker, that adequate resources to
provide for the hiring of staff are necessary and justif-
able and | am pleased that we will be looking into this
matter. | ask the members of the Opposition to work
with us on this issue in the public interest, in the
interest of serving our constituents well.

Mr. Speaker, we, in the Dauphin constituency need
access to government service; we need increasing
adult educational opportunities; we need increased
decentralization of our government services in our
communities; weneedthe kind of humanand humane
services our people deserve.

Our recreation and tourism potential must be deve-
loped and | can assure my honourable friends here
andthe people of my constituency, Mr. Speaker, that |
will work for all of these principles and programs dur-
ing my term in office.

Mr. Speaker, as | said at the outset, it has been an
honour and a privilege to address this House this
afternoon. | look forward to working witheachofyou,
my honourable friends, to make our province a better
place for our children.

MR.SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Roblin-
Russell.

MR.McKENZIE: Thank you, Mr.Speaker,| amindeed
pleasedtostand in my place once again and renew the
acquaintance, friendship of this House, this beautiful
Chamber and wade into the debates of the subject
matter that is before us this day which, of course, is
the Speech from the Throne.

Mr. Speaker, | rise very quickly to support the
amendment that is proposed by my Leader. | hope
that | can explain my reasons for supporting this
motion before | sit down.

Mr. Speaker, before | do enter my Address | must
bring greetings to Her Honour from the people of
Roblin constituency, she and her aides who carried
outtheir duties and responsibilities so skilfully and so
ably and with all the decor that's known to that high
office, especially her being the first lady Lieutenant-
Governor in our province, | feel real proud that |
happen to be a member of the House when that his-
tory, change or benchmark, or change in history took
place.

Always, Mr. Speaker, | am impressed again by the
21-gun salute that we get on opening day. There's not
many veterans left, | guess, in this Chamber. One is
the Member for St. Boniface, the Honourable Member
forConcordia, FortRouge, Minnedosa, Virden, there's
about six or seven of us left. There was at one time
quite a number of Second World Warveterans, in fact
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some First World War veterans sat when | first came
into this Chamber. | noticed, Mr. Speaker, that the
number of ladies that werein that Honour Guard that
day, whichlthink was afirst for me to see that number,
and there was quite a substantial number of ladies in
the Honour Guard when Her Honour was inspecting
the guard. lalsonoticed inthebandaswell that there
weretwo or three of the fairersexblowing horns. That
made me feel good because I'm an old time musician;
I've blown horns half my life and | always felt that
some of the military bands could use alot more ladies.
When we usedto play in bands, very very rarely thata
girl would play in the band; but the music | think is
much better now that the ladies are taking part and
parcel of it.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to congratulate all the
members who are in this Chamber that have come
back here and now are taking their places as we pro-
ceed through the proceedings of this First Session of
this particular Legislature. | am indeed pleased again
toseesomany of the fairer sexadorning these Chairs.
While over the years that | have sat here, we've had a
lady Speaker; we've had alady become one of the First
Ministers of the Crown and a lot of firsts in that field. |
am very comfortable here tobe with all the beauty and
charm that, you, of the fairer sex bring to this room. |
look forward to working with you and look forward to
your contribution in the Debate. | think many times
overtheyearsthat the male side of theissue, the stale
thingthat's been going on in the British parliamentary
system in this Chamber for many many years deserves
the words and the wisdom of only a woman can pro-
vide. I'm sure Manitoba is going to be better;-Canada
is going to be better for the experience.

Mr. Speaker, | note some of the new members read-
ing their speeches in this Chamber and you'll learn
maybe after — of course, it will depend on how the
Speaker rules — but | recall when | first came in here
and | think | was sitting up in one of those seats up
there. | worked, it was a Trans-Canada Pipe . . .

MR. SPEAKER: If the honourable member reflecting
upon the speeches of other members, he should be
aware that is not according to our rules and | would
hope thathe does not do thatin the future.

MR. McKENZIE: I'm sorry, | didn't hear you, Mr.
Speaker, I'll put on the hearing aid.

MR.SPEAKER: |fthehonourablememberhas hisear
piece in place now, | believe | heard the honourable
member referringto othermembers of the Chamberin
the manner in which they had made their maiden
speeches in this House. I'm sure that the honourable
member is aware that is not according to our rules. |
hope that he does not repeat such remarks.

MR. McKENZIE: Well, Mr. Speaker, if in any way |
impeded upon any of the members, | withdraw and |
apologize to Mr. Speaker. All | was trying to refer to is
in the Debates sometimes, as we sit in this place,
precedence will lead us to believe that in many cases
we can conduct our Debate in a more meaningful
manner by just speaking off the top of our head. The
incident | was going to refer to was my first speech
and | worked like a beaver at it, got it all printed out
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and sat over there and read it into the record. | think
the subject was the Pipeline Debate and after the
speech was over, | remember getting a note from the
former Premier, Mr. D.L. Campbell — sitting down at
the end there — the MemberforSelkirk, Mr. Hillhouse.
Anyway, the messages said, “McKenzie you made a
fantastic contribution to the development of this prov-
ince but unfortunately we never understand one word
you said.” So, about six weeks or a month later, |
finally got my courage screwed up and rose in my
place again to speak on another day and this time |
had the subject rehearsed and was able to speak with-
out notes. Thesesametwo gentlemen and a couple of
others on this occasion — a note came across,
“Mckenzie, thank you kindly, we understood this
one.” | often think of that, Mr. Speaker, when | rise in
my place and while I'm not a great orator or debater, |
like to find that there are times when | can risein my
place and speak withoutthe help of awritten speech.
Of course, everybody is entitled to hisown opinion.

Mr. Speaker, | was kind of alarmed the other day
when | picked up the Monday, March 1st issue of the
Winnipeg Sun. There is a picture of a couple of old
centurions, my long-time friends and constituents in
Russell, a Mr. and Mrs. Lewis. They celebrated their
100th and 101st birthdays last year and they're tied
into an article here about discrimination about old
people. |, for the life of me, can’'t understand why the
newspaper in its wisdom would tie this lovable old
couple who are as madly in lovetoday as they were
some 70 years or more after they were married than
they were the first day they were married, but there
they are in this article with The Sun. It did disturb me
somewhatbecausel know of nodiscrimination in any
way, shape or form that's ever been imposed upon
those people or that they have ever imposed upon
anybody.

Mr. Speaker, there are a lot of the MLA’s | haven't
had the honour and privilege to meet yet. | look for-
ward to sharing your acquaintance. Maybe some of
you have never had the privilege of visiting the Roblin-
Russell constituency which | always call God's coun-
try. It's one of the nicer parts of the province, rural
Manitoba, because | have the Duck Mountains on the
northside ofitand Shellmouth Dam; lots of water; and
then the Riding Mountain Provincial Park. Two-thirds
of the Riding Mountain Provincial Park skirts the
southern part of the constituency; it's an interesting
area, good fishing grounds. If any of the members or
theirfamiliesareeverinthearea, | hope they would be
kind enough to start about Binscarth, or Shoal Lake,
or Rossburn and ask where | live and most people will
guide you accordingly.

Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech, first, in my send-
ing notice to my constituents as to what this Throne
Speech said and what it didn't say, | am at rather
mixed feelings as to the way it was put together and
some of the thrust of the Throne Speech. | heard the
Honourable Member for Dauphin, who preceeded me
a few minutes ago, telling all the members of their
caucus took part in the preparation of the Throne
Speech. That'sbeen the tradition on our side for many
years. | have had the honour and the privilege of pre-
paring a Throne Speech for a long time when we sat
on government side, so it's nothing new.

But the questions that are being raised to me, Mr.

94

Speaker, by my constituents today and, of course, the
Honourable First Minister during the election cam-
paign, never spelled out how we are going to pay for
all these services that he has laid through the medium
ofthis Throne Speechandwherethemoneyhascome
from. No doubt, the Budget will come down in due
course, Mr. Speaker, and likely give ussomeinsightas
towhatis goingtotakeplaceasfarasthefinancesare
concerned but a lot of people are asking now what's
going to happen or where are we going to raise the
funds for all these various programs. | suspect, Mr.
Speaker, if the First Minister when he responds to this
message on closing the debate on Tuesday, can pro-
vide me with enough answers to the questions that |
am going to raise today, he might even get my sup-
port, but | am not sure as | stand here yet until he
speaks, unless he will tell us if they are going to
increase the sales tax in this province. Is that going to
be part and parcel of the programs that we can
expect? Arewe goingtoreturnto the highestincome
tax rates of any province in Canada? Is that part and
parcel? Are there going to be massive new capital
taxes imposed upon the people of this province? |
would like to know that and | am sure every citizenin
this province would like to know. Are we goingto go
back to the mineral acreage taxes that we were so
familiar with when they were in government before?
Are we going to have the succession duties levied on
the people ofthis province once again? Are we going
to have the gift taxes levied again on the taxpayers of
this province? Those are a few of the questions, Mr.
Speaker, that | hope the First Minister will answer
when he rises in his place on, | believe, it's Tuesday
night.

The options, Mr. Speaker, are ratherinteresting. But
Ithink the province has listened to them very skillfully;
they have elected them as government; the govern-
ment is in place and | think we deserve some answers
to those questions. Mr. Speaker, | can only referto an
editorialfromthe RossburnReviewwhich crossed my
desk this week on this same subject matter, and it is
interesting what this man has to say aboutthe condi-
tions in our province today and Canada, and asking
basically the same questions that | am asking earlier
on this Throne Speech. This learned editor says, Mr.
Speaker, “The economic events presently occurring
in Canada in a worsening situation are certainly a
flashback to pages from the past. An earlier genera-
tion lived through difficult times 50 years ago and
peoplealsowerelosing theirhomesin the cities, fore-
closures were acommon event and keeping the farm
operating became aserious struggle. Of course in the
thirtiestherewerefew jobs, little money wasavailable
but the costs of the goods were very little. Today's
prices are sky high and surging ontowards the moon;
over a million unemployed and farming is once again
caughtinthesqueeze. Every paperand political party
knows who to blame the problem on, as long as it's
someone else. Our suggestion is that we must pass a
message on to government at all levels from hard-
pressed taxpayers right across this country: 'Please
remove your hand from our pockets. Let us spend that
dollar first on consumer goods and the services and
machinery we require for our farming operations.’

"Government will still get their hands on that dollar
but let it be spent first on things thatare needed and
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get the economy back on the track. Then, and maybe
then only, will we find people getting back to work in
our country without it being accomplished the way
government bureaucracy knows best to accomplish
it. Their answer is make-work projects whether the
goods and services are needed or not, or of any real
value. Yes, we must remind you, the government way,
of course, is only paid one way -~ by another dip into
your pockets through tax money. Certainly, the ideas
make more sense than people arguing over which
party has the political answers. It makes little differ-
ence which political sentiment we believe in. None of
the political parties really merit a passing grade when
the final examinations are written. They would have
been admirably dressed for a social ball back in the
bygone era.”

That is the reading the editorial of the Rossburn
Review into the record and it certainly is a privilege
and an honour for anybody in this House to read
policy or read from articles into the record, no prob-
lem with that at all.

Mr. Speaker, | wonder if the First Minister in his
wisdom, could hopefully give us some ideas as to
what is going to happen as far as that gentleman is
concerned who wrote that editorial. | wonder, Mr.
Speaker, whatouragricultural people are saying after
they have heard of this Budget, or the small business,
or the homeowners, Mr. Speaker.

One of the first questions that was raised to me on
the weekend to ask the First Minister and his govern-
ment: whatarethey goingtodo aboutthe hydrorate?
Are you going to take the freeze off the hydro rates? |
know, Mr. Speaker, the First Minister wentaround this
province stumping the election and he said some
nastythings aboutthehydrofreeze,and | shouldread
a couple of them if | could. It's from the New Demo-
cratic Party Caucus PaperNo. 12, where it says andis
signed by Howard Pawley, Leader. He sayshere,"The
Conservative Government has wasted millions of tax
dollars on a needless Manitoba Hydro-rate freeze.”
Thatis the FirstMinister who said that. The Conserva-
tive Government has wasted millions of tax dollars on
a needless Manitoba Hydro rate-freeze. He goes on
further down in the article and he says, “The Tory
freeze on Hydro construction has hurt the Manitoba
economy, time has shown that the phony” — now
listen to this — “the phony hydro-rate freeze is need-
lessly hurting Manitoba taxpayers.” — statement of
the First Minister. Now | am sure on Tuesday night
when herisesin hisplace, he willexplainto the people
of the province what he meant, and if, in fact, they are
goingtotake the freeze off Hydro. | hope that the First
Minister will dispatch my words to them and make
sure that he includes that in his reply, Mr. Speaker.

Another problem, Mr. Speaker, that | would like to
addresstothe First Minister and to his caucus and that
is, my constituency has been blessed with one of the
new, thriving industries in the province. CSP Foods
Crusher Plant is almost completed west of Russell at
Harrowby and we are indeed most pleased to have
that development, and the spin-off effects are already
in place. But, Mr. Speaker, there are some concerns
beingraised by the crushing industry, not only in this
province, but all across Canada, | think that deserve
the attention of the House and should be broughtinto
this debate. This is an article that came out of the
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February 10th issue of The Russell Banner, and it
says, “Western crushing almost through,” signed by
some chap by the name of Smyth. Mr. Speaker,
apparently the rapeseed-crushing industry is facing
real problems in Western Canada, while at the same
time itsays here, “A rapeseed granola crushing plant
has been recently built in Windsor, Ontario, and
another 600 tonne-a-day crushing plant has been
announced at Hamilton recently.” And the crushing
industry goes on and says here, Mr. Speaker, “That
was the gloomy word that came from general man-
agerJohn Smyth of United Oilseeds Limited. He said,
“Crow is coming home to roost and ifitisn't changed
the western crushingindustry is through. In fact,” he
said, “there can be no meaningful economic devel-
opment in Western Canada agriculture until Crow is
reformed.” Mr. Speaker, this learned gentleman went
on. He said, “Western rapeseed crushers have been
betrayed. They have builttheirplants in Western Can-
ada, and the encouragement of the Provincial Govern-
ment, but mostly because of the Federal Transport
Minister at the 1970 Western Economic Opportunity
Conference, that they would end this descrimination
against processing in the west and put processed oil
andrawseedonanequal transportation basis with the
east.”

Ottawa hasn't reacted. | am wondering if the First
Minister and his government and this Minister of Agri-
culture, are going to react to this problem because it
goes on here in the article and this gentleman says,
“Because of Crow, crushers in Europe, Japan, Korea
and Brazil can import Canada’s rapeseed; they can
crush it and then they can undersell Western Cana-
dian crushers in world markets with Western Cana-
da’s oil and meal.

So, Mr. Speaker, | hope that the First Minister will
address that subject matter when he responds or, if
not, that this Minister of Agriculture will reply to it at
the earliest date and see if we can't help save the oil
crushing industry at Harrowby and at Altona in this
province, avery viableindustry and onethatdeserves
the full attention of this government.

Mr. Speaker, also in sorting through the election
material that the New Democratic Party kept putting
atmy door whentheelection was, | finally gottimeto
read some of it here just in the last few days and there
were some very interesting promises made in this
document if one was to read through it. They say here,
“with ManOil and Hydro we can develop programs to
guarantee,” listen to this, “guarantee that no Manito-
bans lose their homes.” Now, when is that going to
start taking place, “that no Manitobans lose their
homes, or farms?” It adds farms, due to high interest
rates; that no farms and no homes are goingtobelost.
Now when, and that's a promise. It says down at the
bottom, “that we can guarantee,” and | hope the peo-
ple in this province take a look at this document. The
First Minister's picture is there and it's signed and
guaranteed.

So, Mr. Speaker, | would ask him, what should the
farm community be doing, the number of people that
are having problems today economically? Does the
Minister think that the program that's already been
announced is going to handle all these problems? Did
youreadthenumberofbankruptcies that's proposed
in today's newspaper? Can you imagine that you can
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handle all those things; it says there they are guaran-
teed that they willbe handled and they'll bedealt with.

So, Mr. Speaker, | would hope thatthey would give
some meaningful answers in the reply, especially
from the First Minister when he responds on Tuesday
night to that subject.

Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Agriculture is here and
the Minister of Co-operative Development — yes, he's
still here. | wonder can | raise the problems of the
Manco Industry at Rossburn and Pilot Mount, the
cheese plants. | know the Member for Ste. Rose is
quite familiar with cheese plants; he had the Glenella
Creamery for some two or three years on a brochure
that it was closed and we got blamed for it. That
brochure covered this province that the Glenella
Creamery was closed and the Honourable Member for
Ste. Rose spelt that wisdom around this province.
Finally, Mr. Speaker, when we did get achance to find
outwhathappened, apparently they closed the cream-
ery up a couple of days to repaint it or put in new
furniture. But anyway he is an expert on creameries
and I'm quite familiar with how creameries close in his
constituency.

I have the unfortunate experience to have Rossburn
Creamery sitting idle today with all that stock of
cheese there and to the best of my knowledge the
Minister of Co-operative Development hasn’'t been
out there yet, nor have | heard of the Minister of Agri-
culture visiting that plant and | wonder maybe if they
had been at Pilot Mound. But, Mr. Speaker, there are
about 25 workers that are laid off at the plant in Ross-
burn alone and I'm surprised that the Minister of Co-
operative Development especially hasn't been out
there yet.

| am told they are hauling the milk from that area
now to Saskatchewan which is mostunfortunate, that
they are hauling the milk from Manitoba into Sas-
katchewan. | wonder if the First Minister can give us
some answers on that when he replies and what are
they going to do with that plant at Rossburn and the
one at Pilot Mound which are now closed, have that
vast stock of cheese in place. When you read the
pledges and the promises that they made at election
time, I'mlem. In the meantime those 25 peopleare out
of e they must have a solution for that probwork and |
am told this morning that unless that matter is cleared
up by the end of this month, at the latest, those
markets will be lost to Rossburn and Pilot Mound for
all time. Those cheese plants will not get those
markets back.

So, | would hope, Mr. Speaker, that the First Minis-
ter of this province, when he rises in his place on
Tuesday, will tell the people of Rossburn and tell the
people of Pilot Mound what this government or these
two Ministers have in mind, or how they're going to
resolve this problem, or when they're going toresolve
it, if at all? | know that the honourable member, the
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Co-operative Devel-
opmentis certainly familiar with the problem because
he went through the Glenella one, so he knows how
difficult the problems that can leave in a community.

Mr. Speaker, | wonderabout the beefindustry? 1 can
recall last year the speeches that were made by the
Honourable Member for Ste. Rose. The Minister of
Agriculture down here, the Minister of Highways, and
| was leafing through some of those speeches the
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other day about how they're going to look after the
beef industry in this province and, Mr. Speaker,
they're government now. But | listened very keenly to
what the Minister of Agriculture has put in the record
already; he says he's studying it. They weren't study-
ing it when they were in Opposition, Mr. Speaker, they
hadalltheanswers, they had all the solutions and they
told us exactly how it should be done. | wonder why
they're not doing it today; | wonder why they're not
doing it today.

It's interesting, Mr. Speaker, it says here cattlemen
today are frustrated by the lack of action on this new
government, waiting foran announcement. On which
base to base production decisions this spring has still
not come from the new government. Producers are
losing money daily and are beginningto be pressured
by their banks and not a word; the matter is being
studied.“Theurgency ofthe situationisillustrated by
the closing of feed lots, the increasing number of cow
herd dispersals and the concern of packers over the
stability of the industry,” an association news release
said today. The article goes on and says, * action by
the Provincial Government is necessary, hopefully it
will not come too late,” the organization concluded.

Mr. Speaker, that's a fair question, why can't we
apply the band-aid solutions, at least try, that they
offered last year when they were in Opposition? Is
thereany reason why the MinisterofAgriculturecan't
come outinthe open and say either he can solve the
problemorhe’llapplythosemeasures and those sug-
gestions thathimandthe Honourable Member for Ste.
Rose offered to the industry last year?

Mr. Speaker, it's scary, it's scary because that's not
what they said when the election campaign was on;
that's not what they told the beef producers at all;
that's not what the First Minister has got in this docu-
ment. He said there would be immediate action taken
by this government to deal with these matters.

So, again, there's another one that | hope the First
Minister will lay on the Table of the House next Tues-
day night when he rises in his place to close the beef
debate on this subject matter.

Mr. Speaker, another interesting proposal that was
laid on my desk this week, and thatis the matter of an
ethylene plant some place in the province. | haven't
had any chance to discuss the feasibility of it but
apparently itis feasible to put wood chips and barley
as abase and produce ethylenealcohol. The reasonit
cametomeisbecausel guess we have agoodly share
of the wood chips of the province in Roblin-Russell
Constituency and because that constituency has
been known for many many years to grow the best
malting barley of any jurisdiction in the world. They
finally quit the malting barley contest because that
area took the trophy every year.

| would just ask the Minister of Agriculture if in his
wisdom he could take that and checkitoutand see ifit
is feasible for some place because there's lots of bar-
ley in the province and we have no problems with the
wood chips. | believe somebody told me the other day
that the Government of Saskatchewan is considering
aplantinCanora, | believeitis, soifit’sfeasibletherel
don’'t see why it isn't feasible in Manitoba.

Mr. Speaker, those are about all the things that |
had. | would like to have carried on further today and
dealt with some matters related to education; to the
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health delivery system in our province. | would like to
question the Minister of HeaIth on the development of
Rossburn there; the new hospital is just about com-
pleted, and when we can expecttheannouncement of
that. There are many questions raised about the need
for personal care home beds in some of the larger
centres of Roblin-Russell Constituency which | can
raise at a later date.

The Minister of Education, | thank her kindly for
rising in her placetoday and givingus someinsightas
to educational financing that we can be expecting
because | have had several calls from school boards
wondering just where they are at and when we could
expect an announcement, so | thank the Minister
today for putting that into the record.

So, withthosefewremarks, Mr.Speaker, I'lltakemy
place but I'll be looking very keenly on Tuesday night
to what the First Minister of this province says in
response to my questions and if he gives me the
answers that | expect that he should give me and that
will satisfy the people, he might get me to support his
Motion, but in the meantime I'm supporting the
Motion of the Honourable Leader of the Opposition
until | hear the First Minister’'s Address.

| thank you and | wish you well, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Flin
Flon.

MR. JERRY T. STORIE (Flin Flon): Thank you, Mr.
Speaker.

I must say, Mr. Speaker, although I'm on this side of
the House, I've noticed a tendency for my chair to tilt
to the left. | don't know what that means but I've
noticed it.

| rise in my place for the first time, Mr. Speaker, to
offer my comments to the Assembly. It is indeed an
honour and | must, as precedent dictates, congratu-
late you. It is a pleasure to congratulate on your elec-
tionto the Chair. | know that you will serve us well. The
taskbefore youisanonerousoneandacrucialoneto
this Assembly and | know that the breadth of your
experience and your wisdom will serve to enlighten
and guide us when we stray from the prescribed
course. | knowthat we allthank you foryourduties as
Speaker of this House.

| would also like to congratulate, needless to say,
the Honourable First Minister on behalf of myself and
the people of the Flin Flon Constituency. We as nor-
therners have the utmost faith in the ability of you and
your Ministerstoleadthis provinceinsuchawayasto
be of benefit to all Manitobans, and if | may speakon
behalfofallnortherners, we anticipate agreatrevitali-
zation of the northern communities by way of oppor-
tunities and social services.

I must also praise and congratulate the members on
both sides of the House for their election or their
re-election as the case may be. | concur with the
statements made by the Honourable Member for
Virden the other day when he commented on the
serious nature of the job that we have all undertaken
and it is certainly acommitment, as the Member from
Dauphin has said, that has ramifications for our family
and our friends and it is acommitment that we must, |
think, take seriously.

| also would like to say at this time that like the
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Member from Dauphin, | in some ways have to thank
the Honourable Leader of the Opposition for becom-
inginvolved in this. | must say thatthe first time | met
the then Premierof the province, his first commentto
me, withoutany word of introduction, was “Don’tyou
know that socialism is dead?” Well, some five or six
months later we find out that that is not true at all. |
guess perhaps that, without gloating, makes victory
that much sweeter.

Anyway, particularly for new members, and | include
both sides of the House, it is an honour and a burden
to serve in this Chamber and | know that none of us
take it lightly, and none of us should.

Formy partitisanhonourtoservethe Constituency
of Flin Flon, partly because the former Member for
Flin Flon who served in this House from 1969 to 1981,
aperiod of 12 years, served with dedicationand integ-
rity. Mr. Tom Barrow, and | know that many of you
knew and respected him, servedas | said from 1969 to
1981 and that is a long time when you consider that
unlike members from the centre of Winnipeg who
travel to this Assembly day by day, when youlive in a
constituency such as Flin Flon which is 500 miles and
more away from the Assembly, it's a sacrifice.

The former Member from Flin Flon was a northerner
both by personality and by residence. He was an affa-
ble, good natured and warm-hearted man and yet he
was bold and action-oriented. If Mr. Barrow was any-
thing, he was tenacious when herepresented his peo-
pleandl only hopethat| can follow in his footstepsin
that regard.

Mr. Barrow continues to live in the community of
Cranberry Portage which is 30 or 35 miles outside of
Flin Flon. He chose to remain living in his consti-
tuency anditwas a conscious decision for him asiitis
a conscious decision forthe Memberfrom ThePasor
the Member from Turtle Mountain or wherever, and
we make those decisions knowing thatitis a sacrifice.

I know also that it will sadden you toknow that Tom
has beensufferingsomeill healthand that's extremely
unfortunate because | don't think anyone deserved
his retirement more than the former Member from Flin
Flon, Mr. Tom Barrow. | know you willalljoinmewhen
| wish him good health and enjoyment in the months
and years to come.

The riding which Mr. Barrow represented and which
| now represent is the third largest in the province.
When I'm serving my constituency it's more than a
20-minute walk. In fact, from Flin Flon to one of the
communities in my constituency is a distance of 300
miles; the community of Nelson House is about 60
miles outside of Thompson. In fact, | have to travel
through Thompson to get there. It's an onerous task;
it's a task that Mr. Barrow did, as | said for 12 years,
and which he did with style. The centre of the consti-
tuency for me, probably because | live there, of
course, is the City of Flin Flon. Flin Flon, for those of
you who aren’'t aware, is acommunity of about 10,000
people and it was first established in 1927 by the Hud-
son’'sBayMining and Smelting Company. The City of
Flin Flon, we consider it — those who live there — an
urban center. It shares many problems in common
with other urban centers across Manitoba and it has
certain problems in common with other communities
in northern Canada. For example, Mr. Speaker, as
some of the members willknow, the older sections of
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Flin Flon, the uptown area we call it, is literally
perched atop of bedrock. It was built there partly
because the people wanted to be close to their work
and out of necessity the homes that are perched on
those rocks are connected by sewer and waterboxes
that run on top of the ground, right on top of the
bedrock, and the sewer and waterboxes are encased
in these boxes and they run together. It creates alot of
problems, and the City of Flin Flon at this moment —
and | know they spoke to the previous government
about the need for the upgrading of this system that's
been in place for 30 years and is in dire need of some
upgrading and development.

One can only marvel really at the ingenuity and
determination of the early residents of Flin Flon. One
cannot help but be amazed at the persistence that
they must have needed to create a town and a com-
munity and a home for their families in a place that
must have seemed at least initially to be a very inhos-
pitable place. Yes, Mr. Speaker, the citizens of Flin
Flon can and should be proud of their heritage and
determination for their efforts have created a viable
and a stable community with much to commend it.

Now, having said that about Flin Flon and, of
course,I'mbiased, | also mustsaythatlhavetravelled
rather widely throughout the province and actually
lived in southwestern Manitoba and share a farm
background with many of the members on both sides
of this House, a heritage which, of course, I'm proud
of. As a matter of fact, my parents still live in the
Member for Turtle Mountain’s constituency and | have
a great deal of concern and interest in those consti-
tuencies and I'll be watching with interest how the
Honourable Member for Turtle Mountain represents
those people who are still very dear to my heart. —
(Interjection)— Good Tories! We all have our down-
falls, we all have our downfalls. Mr. Speaker, —
(Interjection)—that'sright as the Honourable Member
for Concordia said, “It's not a perfect world but we're
working on it.”

Mr. Speaker, Flin Flon has looked forward to work-
ing with the new government to create an even better
place for their families and for their families’ families
to live.

I think the people of Flin Flon remember only too
clearly, and remembered on November 17th only too
clearly, the fact that in 1977, 1976-1977, Flin Flon had
been promised a provincial building. Unfortunately,
we never got a provincial building. In fact, several
days after the election the provincial building signwas
taken down and not only was our provincial building
inserious jeopardy —infactitnolonger existed — our
personal care home which had also been scheduled
forcompletionin thenextyearwasdelayedfor several
years. However, all things can be forgiven in time and
the people of Flin Flon right now arelooking forward,
as | said, to working with the new government, to
working with myself and my colleagues in a spirit of
co-operation and a spirit and a feeling that I'm sure
that they have that this government will listen to their
concerns and will react to their interests.

Now, as a mining town, Mr. Speaker, we are vitally
concerned with the future of mining in the province
and at the same time we're worried about our own
futures in centres like Snow Lake and Flin Flon. We're
worried in light of the recent problemsthat the mining
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industry has experienced in Canada and certainly in
Manitoba and we're worried that our futures need to
be secure. As a mining town again, one whose major
focus in the community is Hludson's Bay Mining and
Smelting Company, which is also a major polluter,
we're concerned about the need for economic secur-
ity and the security of our future with our pressing
needforenvironmental protectionandforourneedto
protect the health of our families from the effects of
air, ground and water pollution.

Asanorthern centre again, Mr. Speaker, transporta-
tion and transportation costs are a major factor in the
increasing disparity we see between the costof living
in southern Manitoba and the cost of living in North-
ern Manitoba. Mr. Speaker, just as Flin Flon as an
urban center has problems in common with other
centers, particularly northern ones, the rest of the
riding has similarities with other rural and northern
constituencies.

Within its electoral boundaries there are two Indian
reserves; one at Nelson House and the other at Puka-
tawagan. Now these centers are — as | mentioned
Nelson House is 300 miles away; Pukatawagan is
somewhat closer, it's only 75 miles but there is no
road. Sowhenyouserve a constituencyandwhenyou
serve a community like that you have two choices;
either you charter your own plane oryou take athree-
day train trip — not a three-day train trip, the train trip
there is relatively brief but you have to wait the three
days for it to come back. So, those are additional
problems in serving such a constituency.

Anyway, | met with the Chiefs of these Bands during
the election and both of them, Chief Rodney Spence
from Nelson House and Chief Mathias Colomb from
Pukatawagan, have extremely high expectations that
their needs and their opinions and their concerns will
bedealtwithfairlyand openly withthis government. It
would not be an exaggeration to say either, Mr.
Speaker, that the unemployment on these reserves
reaches 90 percent and more. Norwoulditbeinaccu-
ratetosaythat they feel that they have been neglected
and ignored over the past four years. They are des-
perately wanting to be consulted and listened to on
matters that affect their daily lives.

The Constituency of Flin Flon also has four com-
munities within its boundaries who fall under the
jurisdiction of Northern Affairs; the Metis community
at Nelson House, the community of Wabowden, Herb
Lake Landingand Sherridon. Now these communities
range in size from 700 or 800 at Wabowden down to 11
people, | thinkitis, at Herb Lake Landing, but they're
communities nevertheless and they're important.
They're important to me and | would hope and | know
that they will be important to this government.

| visited these communities in the last month, Mr.
Speaker, and | can tell you that they look forward to
this government’'s support for their communities.
They look to this government to provide assistance to
them so that they can provide their residents with
recreational facilities. They need and they want im-
proved health and educational opportunities and job
opportunities. | canalsosaythatin my meetings with
them | noticed that there is a new sense of hope in
these communities, the hope that rather than being
ignored, orevenworse, insulted with offers of welfare,
that they can work with and for their own people in
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their own communities; that they can work with
government to help them bring up their standards of
living to give hope to the young people and the young
families who wish to keep the uniquelifestyles of their
own communities. Mr. Speaker, where there is hope,
there is happiness. Where there is no hope, there is
only despair.

In travelling throughout my constituency | have
sensed the growing spirit of hope amongst the people
there. Partly, | suppose because someone was there
listening to them, but also, Mr. Speaker, because they
have faith in the Honourable First Minister and his
government; they have faith that this government is
committed to social justice.

Mr. Speaker, | have been outlining some of the uni-
que problems which face my constituents. The past
four years indeed have been fretful ones for many
northerners, but as | have said there is a new hope in
the north. Why is that, Mr. Speaker? Because the
present government set out very clearly during the
election some forthright and honest policies to help
northerners in their fight to improve the disparities
which exist between them and their neighbours to the
south. They arelooking forimprovementsintermsof
educational and health opportunities, in terms of
accesstohousing,intermsofsocialandhealthbenef-
its, in terms of access to cultural events, and | could go
on and on, Mr. Speaker.

The Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, contrary to what
some members opposite feel can only add to that
spirit of confidence in the new government. Because
this new government has clearly shown, unlike some
other governments, we do in fact intend to keep our
election promises, these people do indeed have rea-
son to be hopeful.

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition may
decry the fact thatthe Throne Speech simply outlines
that we intend to fulfill all election promises, promises
we made. The Honourable Leader of the Opposition
should remember that it was those promises, that
glimmer of hope if you will, which turned the electo-
rate back to this government and away from the
dogma, if | my use the word, of the do-nothing Con-
servative Government of the past four years.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, if | mightdigress fora moment,
the Honourable Leader of the Opposition is the
Leaderofthe Opposition because he believes that the
government’'s main task, its main duty, is to sit on its
hands. The results of the last election clearly show
that the people of Manitoba do notwanta government
that will sit on their hands. The Conservative laissez-
faire governmnet contrasts distinctly with our own
policy of making government work for people.

Mr. Speaker, ifl may use an analogy, the provinceis
like an automobile, albeit a moderately priced one at
the present time. The present government intends to
keep its hands firmly on the wheel and to steer a
course through the economic and social side streets
of this province. We will be keeping our senses about
us; we will be listening to cues along the byways to
make sure that we arrive at our destination and our
future in good shape. The former government, on the
other hand, preferred to drive with no hands on the
wheel, the “look ma, no hands™ approach. They tried
for four years to drive with no hands and what was the
result, Mr. Speaker, the Conservative Government
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careenedinto abrick wallonNovember 17th; that was
the result.

Now, Mr. Speaker, you may ask what is in the
Throne Speechtostirnorthernhope? Therearemany
things. This government has indicated in its Speech
fromthe Throne thatitintendstocreateaDepartment
of Crown Investments to review and co-ordinate the
investments of various government departments and
agencies. The government’'sinvestmentin TroutLake
CopperMine intheFlin Flonareaisagood example of
the kinds of investments which can contribute to the
wealth of this province and which should be reviewed
by this kind of government agency to ensure that such
investments and the terms of those investments are
indeed in the best interest of the people of this
province.

| believe, Mr. Speaker, that over the next several
years that the province's investments in the Trout
Lake Copper Mine will mean an additional $30 million,
Mr. Speaker, of benefit for the Province of Manitoba.
That is considerably more, Mr. Speaker, than the
amount of taxes that HBM&S has paid over the same
period of years, | would hesitate to guess. Our
government’sintention to examine the cyclical nature
of the mining industry and to suggest ways of modify-
ing the effects of such cycleisameaningfulundertak-
ing if you happen to live in a mining community.

This government is proposing to introduce rent
controls to preventlandlords from capitalizingonlow
vacancy rates. Mr. Speaker, in Flin Flon the vacancy
rateis and has beenzero forthe lastseveral years. ltis
almost impossible to find adequate housing, rental or
otherwise, and this is an important measure for the
peoplein Flin Flon.

The government also intends to revitalize and
expand the Critical Home Repair Program to help
upgrade housing in such places as Flin Flon where
housing is such a problem. There is hope also, Mr.
Speaker, for the youngmenand womenin areas such
asSnowLlLakeandFlin Flonwho desiretotakeadvan-
tage of the increased apprenticeship training pro-
grams promised in the Throne Speech. There is hope
as well for the Metis and Native people in my
constituency.

The Throne Speech and indeed our party at its last
Convention has clearly indicated that many of the
Native peoples concerns will be addressed in this
Sessionofthe Legislature. Our government has sug-
gested the establishment of the Native Land Claims
Commission to undertake to deal with this issue
promptly and fairly. There will be new training initia-
tives for Native people and the expansion of student
aidforMetis and Native students. Theseare meaning-
ful and worthwhile endeavours. They do give hope to
Native people that the future can and will be better.

Mr. Speaker, this government has made a commit-
ment in the Throne Speech to work quickly towards
examining the many environmental issues which face
us. This gives the average person the hope that their
health and the health of their children will not be
sacrificed because introducing solutions to such
problems would be too costly. The working people,
many of whom work in the mines, mills and smeltersin
Northern Manitoba will be gladdened to see this
government'sintentiontoincrease workers’ participa-
tion in workplace safety and health committees and to
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see, finally the appointment of a chief occupational
medical officer.

Most of you here do not come from mining com-
munities nor have you ever worked in mining opera-
tions, so you cannotknow how importantitis tothese
workers to feel that someone cares about their envi-
ronment and their working conditions. It is extremely
important.

Mr. Speaker, if| may speak sincerely, Canadians are
a people of compromise and co-operation, and if |
may move away from my speech for a minute | would
like to comment on an additional issue, one which is
also mentioned in the Throne Speech. Itis notsimply
a parochial concern, itis something that concerns us
all asManitobans; it concerns us allas Canadians, and
that is on the issue of the federal-provincial relations
or the idea or concept of co-operative federalism. Mr.
Speaker, Canadians are a people, as | said, of com-
promise and co-operation. Most Canadians, and |
have heard many Manitobans say quite proudly that
they are Canadians first and Manitobans second, find
a combative and antagonistic posturing of the pre-
vious government offensive and reprehensible.

I believe thepeopleofManitobawillbeproudofour
stand. They will accept our voice in federal-provincial
affairs as the voice of reason and the voice of the
people. Wehavealwayssolveourinternal differences
with dialogue and mediation and few people could
tolerate the self-righteous and inflexible position
taken by the former government.

Mr. Speaker, if we are to remain a united country
and a strong country, then federal-provincial differ-
ences mustbe solved by dialogue and discussionand
the principles of fairness, the principle of fairness
which is a Canadian tradition.

I will conclude only by saying that as a member of
this government | am extremely proud of the energy
and the scope of the Throne Speech and | knowthatit
gives a ray of hope to many Manitobans.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER, Harry M. Harapiak (The
Pas): The Honourable Member for Emerson.

MR. DRIEDGER: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, |
appreciate the opportunity to be able to participate in
the Debate here today.

I'd like to make one reference to the previous
speaker and endorse his comments about Tom Bar-
row. | think all members of the House previously have
found Tom Barrow to be a man of his word and man of
strong principles.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, | hope that you would convey
my congratulations to the Speaker when he comes
back and | would justliketosaythatlamverypleased
to have Mr. Speakeracting in thatrole. In my affiliation
with himinthelastyearsl havefoundhimtobeavery
fairman and | think he will continue to do that. | would
just like toindicate to him that knowing the members
on this side of the House that we will not be the prob-
lem that he will be encountering, it'll probably be from
the government side.

I'd also like to welcome all the new members to the
Legislature here. | haveenjoyedsomeofthe speeches,
some of them are prettytesty, and | think it's going to
make for good debate.
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I'd also like to possibly give a word of encourage-
ment to the backbenchers on government’s side. It's
going to be interesting. I've had that experience for
four years.

I'd also like to compliment the new government on
theirelection. | personally can't really agree with what
has happened, but then that is the choice of the peo-
ple and we have to live with that.

I'd like to also compliment the Mover and the
Seconder. Quite a bit of reference has been made to
the Seconder on his touching on the morality issue
and | thinkit'llprobably be referred to again fromtime
to time and if he wants to be the policeman for moral-
ity on the government side, he’s going to be busier
than the Premier will possibly be.

I wouldlike tosortof cautionthe members opposite
or the government of the day not to be too conceited.
The difference in the election was 3 percent and my
feelingwould bethatyou'velostthatalready and from
here you're going downhill and that's a very close
margin.

I'd like to preface some of my remarks by making
reference to my riding, with is the Emerson riding
which is a rural riding. It starts off bordering the
floodway on the Winnipeg side, so I'm a neighbor to
the city members here. It goes all the way downto the
American border and all theway down to the Ontario
border. It covers abig geographicalareaandit’s basi-
cally agriculture and we have 40 small communities
and the biggest one probably has a population of
about 1,500, so it makes it a challenge to cover this
area.

When | looked a the Throne Speech, being a rural
individual, | cannot be like the Member for Roblin who
indicated that he could possibly, if the First Minister
would clarify some points, be tempted to supportit. |
have absolute no confidence in the Throne Speech at
all.

When | read through the Throne Speech | think it's
sort of a motherhood type of thing and | think the
people of Manitoba are going to be deceived. They
will be deceived by what they are reading into the
Throne Speech.

What have we got inthe Throne Speech that basi-
cally affects the rural areas? The one thing that was a
big issue prior to the election was the Interest Assis-
tance Program for farmers, smallbusiness people and
homeowners. | personally, in my area, | think we have
within a week, | suppose after the announcement of
the Interest Assistance Program for farmers, all kinds
of applications flowed into the ag rep offices and in
checking with the ag reps —(Interjection)— names
have been submitted, let’s put it that way. What has
happened though is, | made some statement to one of
my ag reps, | said, you know, with the criteria that is
submitted here possibly one out of 25 would maybe
qualify in my area. Then | read that 12 out of 1,000
have qualified so far.

Many ofthe farmers areindire straits andthey really
are, but with the restrictions on these programs very
very few of them will qualify, but they anticipated with
thisgovernment with theirannouncements some kind
of arelief.1 don’'twantto call it the biglie, no; | want to
call it deception.

My apologies, Mr. Speaker, I'm glad to see you in
the Chair.
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| also have in my communities, 40 small communi-
ties, there was a certain amount of elation; finally
there's going to be a program for the small business-
man, some interest relief. I've checked with some
banking and borrowing institutions and | have yet to
find one who will qualify under this. 1 don't know what
the statistics are but we will be asking on this side as
this program progresses, how many people qualify,
who they are and where they're from? Because that's
going to be interesting. That's going to be very inter-
esting. It's justsinceyesterdaythat | had tochange my
prediction, one in 25 of the farmers would qualify.

The other thing that | read in the Throne Speech is
my government will pursue the economic revitaliza-
tion of rural Manitoba communities. | was elated. You
will be asked for funds for the Main Street Manitoba
Program which will involve towns, villages and local
businesses and fresh development.

Well, I'm waiting with anticipation the amount of
money that willbe pumpedinto this because | have so
many small communities that are just hanging on by
the thread and with this new program, the small com-
munities, the business people there are anticipating
this government of the day will pull them out of the
dire straits that they are in now, and if you don't, if the
government fails to do that, we will be there to have
reckoning with you.

Most of my comments basically should refer to the
agricultural community and I'm sure, Mr. Speaker,
that you will relate some of this information to the
Minister of Agriculture when the time comes.

Where are we at in southeast with agriculture? As
you realize possibly we have the rich Red River Valley
coming along the Red River and then we go past the
escarpmentinto more marginal lands, which hasbeen
sittingthere formany years more orless undeveloped.
During the previous administration we called it the
last agricultural frontier and we started developing
programs that were suited for developing of the area.
When you consider that between 50 and 80 percent of
the land in some of these areas does not belong to
private ownership but belongsto the LGD's and to the
Crown, then maybe you can, you know, appreciate
why | asked the questions of our Minister of Municipal
Affairs.

We had developed a program of sale of the LGD
vested lands, which was moving along well; we had
also developed a program for the sale of agricultural-
leased Crown lands, which was moving along well;
and thenin conjunction with that we had developed
what we calledthe Tree Land Program, which l under-
stand after review that it's going to be expanded to the
Interlake and it's a good program, | want to compli-
ment you if you want to expand that, because during
thattimein conjunction with the sale of Crown lands,
LGD vested lands and the Tree Land Program, we, in
my area, developed over 16,000 acres that got into
production and we just scratched the surface.

A MEMBER: How much?

MR.DRIEDGER: Over 16,000. Well,it's notthatmuch
insomeofthe areas, butin my areas itaccounts fora
real buildup because we have a limited tax base out
there and we need this kind of activity.

Now what has happened though; three weeks after
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the election | understand that the Crown Lands
Review Commission was suspended or fired and the
program stopped, supposedly for review. You know,
with the comment that the Minister of Municipal
Affairs made, that he is supporting and continuing
withthe program of selling LGD vested Crown lands,
I'm wondering howthey differentiate between the two
now. The Minister himself was confused because he
thought it was referring to Crown lands and thereis a
big difference in the terms of how it's being handled.
Oneis handled by the councils and one is handled by
the government. For awhile there was some concern
expressed that even the Tree Land Program would be
stopped, but | understand though that it is not being
stopped andit will continue.

Now what has happened has happened to the role
of MACC, Manitoba Agricultural Credit Corporation?
When we took office in 1977 we revamped the pro-
gram,; we allowed farmers to borrow under the pro-
gram to buy farmlands to expand their farm opera-
tions. We stopped the State Farm Program at that time
- that was part of the platform why we got elected in
1977 in the rural areas was because we opposed the
state farm approach. What do we hear now? We hear
that Manitoba Agricultural Credit Corporation’s prior-
ities have changed again, they will not borrow for the
purchase of land and by indication — | missed that
question period yesterday — butl understand that the
present Minister of Agriculture is again debating
whether to go into the state farm. Well, I'll tell you
something, that 3 percent looks awfully small, you
know, between 47 and 44 on the popular vote and
certainly in the country.

| have concerns about our Minister of Agriculture.
Duringthe campaign andright after, our First Premier
andtheMinister of Agricultureindicated a Beef Stabil-
ization Program — the beefindustry is in a quandry.
Weall agree, andthatwasgoingtobea priority. What
do | read — with anticipation that people have been
phoning, I have abigbeefarea, theysay “Whenis that
program comingout?” | waited till the Throne Speech
came out and | read, “My ministers believe that the
most prudent approach to the problems of the beef
industry is to develop a meaningful stabilization pro-
gram on a national basis.” —(Interjection)— Man, for
four years we cleaned up the Beef Stabilization Pro-
gram that you guys had in place. That's what we did;
wecleanedupthatmessthat youhad in placeand for
the benefit of the Minister of Natural Resources, our
Minister had a committee in place to establish a pro-
gram for the present time and here he is — thank you
very kindly — and the present Minister of Agriculture
fired them all and has been sitting on his hands since
that time.

| had the opportunity yesterday to visit with 250-
some-odd farmers in the southeast. They were deal-
ing with special cash crops because the beefindustry
is going down the pot, and they asked me, “When is
this Minister going to do something aboutit?” | didn't
have the guts, really Billy, | didn't have the guts to tell
him what was in here, you know. You would have
thought after the Beef Income Assurance Program
thatwas initiated by them, priorto 1977, the mess that
our Minister cleaned up afterhegot in, that you would
stay away from tying in the farmers over a period of
time and Mr. Minister of Agriculture you will fall into
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the same trap again. In fact, | don't think you've
learned a thing.

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital):
Order please. Does the Honourable Member for
Springfield have a Point of Order?

The Honourable Member for Springfield.

MR. ANDY ANSTETT (Springfield): | was going to
ask the member, Mr. Speaker, if he would permit a
question?

MR. DRIEDGER: Mr. Speaker, I'm usually not given
to long speeches and stuff like that, but | can assure
him at the end if | have time I'll try and accomodate
him.

Nowthat!| have my favourite MinisterofAgriculture
in his seat | want to continue with him a little bit. Here
is a Minister who is going to bring the farmers out of
their dire straits. He himself lives under the umbrella
and protection of supply managementas doaboutten
different agricultural commodities in Manitoba. We
have a very capable Hog Stabilization Program in
place. Now what is the Minister of Agriculture at the
present time statingaboutthe Beef Income Program,
about thebeeffarmers period? Whyishe notpromot-
ing supply management? Why is he not taking a posi-
tion? The Federal Minister, Mr. Whelan has indicated
that if the provinces want it he will institute supply
management nationally. Yousay in here thatyou will
promote that but | haven't heard a word from him. |
know why and he knows why because they're waiting
for himouttheretomakesomekind of acommitment.
Actually, in all fairness, | will expect that after four
years of Conservative Government — we now have
the NDP in again — that we are exactly where we were
priorto 1977; with agricultural programs we're exactly
where we were prior to 1977. It won't take you six
months to get back into all those things again.

Concerns that have been expressed to me by the
peoplein my areaand duringthe campaignwith these
promises, with Pawley running around, you know all
the good things that they're going to do — somebody
asked one of the NDP supporters “Whose going to pay
for all this?” This guy wasn't stuck at all, he says “The
rich farmers will pay.” lamrunning aroundlooking for
rich farmers in my area. If that is a concept that you
people have with all those giveaway programs you're
working on, think again, think again.

Seriously, Mr.Ministerof Agriculture, Iwouldliketo
suggesttoyouthat wepossibly jointly startlooking at
things a little differently for agricultural communities.
Things are tough; operating costs are high; many of
the people are over-capitalized and what we have in
North America is a cheap food policy. When you con-
sider that we're paying 18 cents of the dollar approxi-
mately in Canada for food out of the earned dollar,
comparethat with the European countries where they
are paying up to 60 cents, we have to revise our posi-
tion, our attitude towards food in this country so that
food is the main priority. When you consider that
agriculture is our main industry in Manitoba, we
should be leaders in promoting a different attitude
towards food. What bothers me, Mr. Speaker, is the
fact that we have people saying we should not have
supply management; it's a bad thing. You know, it is
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terrible really when you have to control the produc-
tion of farmers because if we could turn our farmers
loose, ifthey could see some profitinit, we could feed
half of the world in Canada. We are holding back our
farmersand they will not produceif they cannot make
money. What does our Minister of Agriculture do? He
is sitting under this umbrella and he is not taking that
position, you should be pushing for it, pushing for
different policies and attitudes towards food produc-
tion. Anyway, | could —(Interjection)— pardon me
—(Interjection)— well, we hear nothing from you. In
fact, people can't even get to see you properly.

Now, | want to continue on a few other things —
(Interjection)— okay, now | want to go on to another
area, | wanttoreview the health servicesinmy area, in
the southeast. We have a hospital in the Town of
Emerson. We have a very capable, serving hospital in
St. Pierre, which is sometimes stretched to the limit,
because we have recreational facilities in St. Malo
where we have thousands of people on a weekend and
we havevery capable facilities in St. Pierre. However,
when we look to the extreme southeast we arerunning
into great difficulty. We have a hospital system in Vita
with one doctor, very old buildings, very limited facili-
ties, serving approximately 5,000 to 6,000 people,
supposedly. You have one doctor for approximately
600 people in the urban areas here; we spend millions
of dollars for hospital facilities here and it should be
that way. | don't argue with that, but at the present
time we have one doctor with poor facilities serving
the whole southeast. At the present time mostof the
people in my constituency out there go for medical
services across the line and as long as we have this
great honeymoon with our First Minister and the
Prime Minister of Canada, Mr. Trudeau, | suppose that
the borders will always be open to us. What happens
though if that honeymoon ever comes to an end and
we get to be on an unfriendly basis with the Ameri-
cans? How do we supply health services for the sou-
theast? | would want the Minister of Health to address
this problem; it is dramatic enough.

Now, the other thingthat!l found mostinterestingis
thatduringthe nominations, when we were all gearing
up for an election, the present First Minister was
attending a nomination in my area and he made some
interesting observations there. He made some obser-
vations that Pawley criticized the Conservatives for
freezing the construction of personal care homes,
spending money on constant TV advertising, et cetera,
et cetera. An NDP government would resume the con-
struction of care homes, Pawley said. —(Interjection)—
Hang on a second, | want to get this straight here.
Okay, for the record, and | checked with the previous
Minister of Health, 1,240 personal care home beds
were committed while we were in government; 27 new
personal care homes were constructed or authorized,;
577 were replacement ones and 663 new beds were
established. This is what | talk about deceit, this man
gets up there and he says we froze construction of
personal care homes, and we had more constructed
than ever before. How can we have faith in a man like
that, thatis leading the government opposite? This is
where the Member for Burrows is going to have his
hands full with morality, believe me.

If the governmentis goingto betrueto their word, if
theywantto consider constructionof nursing homes
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and personal care homes, | might suggest that they
reviewvery closely the application from St. Malo and
St. Pierrebecausein my areawe have areal split of the
ethnic people. Wehave four basic ethnic groups there
and| think most of you realize, especially in communi-
ties like that. If you would take some Ukrainian or
Mennonite-speaking or French-speaking individual
and move him out of his community where he has his
friends and home, stick him into a different nursing
home where he cannot understand the language in
most cases, where he feels alienated, | would suggest
that the Minister of Health look very closely at estab-
lishing —based on the information that has been said
by the First Minister — construction of nursinghomes
certainly could be used in my area there.

I would like to touch just briefly on the resource
aspect. We have the Minister sitting there, he just got
his backside | think whomped a little bit yesterday on
the Garrison thing but, you know, with all fairness |
think that his concerns and our concerns are very
much the same and genuineinterms of wedon’t want
Garrison. | think the previous administration was
workingtowards that end of it and | think the present
administrationis as well. | have no argument with that.
| also want to compliment them when trying to work
with the federal people to try and avert it as much as
possible; the one thing | don't agree with is the estab-
lishment. What are you goingto accomplish by spend-
ing $150,000 to set up a lobby shop in Washington?
Anybody that has ever been affiliated with Washing-
tonknows thatit'sthrowing money away. You have no
option but to work through the Federal Government
because | don't think they will even listentoyouas a
province because of the agreements, the way they
stand. However, | want to encourage you —(Inter-
jection)— whichever way you can doit and | will be the
first to —(Interjection)— Has the gentleman in the
front seat spoken already?

MR. SPEAKER: Order please, order please. The
Member for Emerson may continue.

MR. DRIEDGER: | just want to say to the Minister of
Resources that | will be the first to apologize and
complimentyouifyoucanaccomplishwhathasbeen
setouttodo.Inconjunction with Garrison, | also want
todrawtoyour attention the factthatthe Roseau River
project which was capably stopped by the then Minis-
ter, the Member for Turtle Mountain. | wantto caution
you to keep an eye on this situation developing out
there. | understand there is activity starting again; |
will be very careful to watch it and | hope you do the
same thing.

To the Minister of the Environment, | want to sug-
gest that if you have any concerns at all, as you have
for four years raised the question here with us in the
House about the environment and all these kind of
things, | want to just bring to your attention the fact
about the hazardous waste disposal site in the Kitson
County across theline.| don’'t know whether you have
been working on it or not —(Interjection)— you are
well aware of it, but that will not suffice to our people
who are writing and saying, what are we doing about
it? | am aware of many things, | am aware of many
shortcomings on the other side too. What are we
going to do about it? We will be watching you very
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carefully and | will be sending you correspondence.
—(Interjection)— Well, we will wait and see.

A MEMBER: You won't be helping me? You will be
helping me on that one?

MR. DRIEDGER: | missed that, Sir.
A MEMBER: | said, you'll be helping us on that one?

MR. DRIEDGER: Oh yes, oh yes, very much so, very
very much so. In fact, we have groups formed there
right now that are going to be on top of it.

Actually, Mr. Speaker, I'm carrying on longer than |
normally do and I'm just getting warmed up.

| also want to encourage development of recrea-
tional facilities and tourism in my area. We have some
beautiful country in the southeast. The Minister of
Resources developedthe CatHills Forestry outthere,
that has a story by itself, but aside from that we have
facilities, we have the land there close to the city, great
forestlands; we could develop the snow tobogganing,
the skiing, many of these things out there.

We also have the Moose Lake area and we have
made improvements on that; we have made improve-
ments at the Birch Point, and | would encourage the
Minister of Parksthat he possibly considerlooking at
long-range plans on the Moose Lake area there.

What has happened for years, and it took us a little
while to change it, is that all the action went to the
FalconLake area and my little cornerthere, which is
right close to the Americans, was totally overlooked
all the time and we have a tremendous amount of
fishing going on in that area. —(Interjection)— And
theybite,yes. | thinkweshouldgeartowardstryingto
promotethatkind of tourisminsuchawaythatwe get
maximum dollars out of the area. We agree on that,
right?

In fact, | would even suggest that we should possi-
bly review our rates for out-of-province fishing peo-
ple. | have no problem with that at all because they
come to reap our benefits here; in fact what happens
out there, and | have a lot of friends and they are my
neighbors on that side, butthey come andfish on the
Canadian side with two permits, the Canadian and the
Americanoneandwhere thedividing lineis, and these
are things that | will want to caution you and | want to
work together with you on that, okay.

Now | want to get serious for a few minutes here, Mr.
Speaker.Beingaveryfairandopenmindedindividual,
soft spoken even, I'vebeenbothered to some degree
about this business of socialism. We have the two
party system here, we have Socialists and Conserva-
tives; so | said basically what is our difference? You
know, we've had differences in debating to some
degree, but | did a little bit of reading, you know,
actually what is the meaning of Socialism and Con-
servatism. Interestingly enough, when | read the
ideology and philosophy of some of these things |
found that, hey, it wasn't that bad.

But, then | check in history and wherever Socialism
has been established it has not worked the way the
ideology says in the book. It has not worked out that
way and | know members opposite, they like to sort of
laugh when we talk about these things — | said | was
getting serious. Where do you stop at socialism? It
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never stops. It keeps on creeping and creeping and
finally youhavedestroyed capitalism, free enterprise,
and then you have Communism.

Ah! Ah! Ain’tthat something!Well, justa minute, just
a minute. It bothered me alittle bit, because when we
consider what has happened in some of the European
countries where socialism kept running rampant, and
before you knowityouhave Communism creepingin,
and we havea lot of — let's be serious — people that
are movinginto Canada, as many as can, from some of
these countries where they’'ve had extreme Socialism,
bordering on Communism. They liquidate what they
can, they come here. They want to be here. Why?
Why? And | have talked to many people that have
bought land in my area, Europeans, and you know
what they say? What a country! What a country! What
freedom! What beautiful opportunities here! Because
where they come from — Father Malinowski agrees,
yes.

It's to the point in some of those countries where
they get told the color of paint to use on their house,
they aresoregimented under thissystem. Then all ofa
sudden | finally, after assessing the whole situation,
realizedthat | couldneverbe inlove with Socialism or
people with the ideology of Cocialism. Not necessar-
ily — hey, | don’t want to cut out some of the people
out of this, I'm saying the political end of it.

Why am | so sensitive about this thing? I'll tell you
why. I've had the opportunity to do some of the cen-
tennial presentations, centennial farm presentations,
inthelastcouple of weeks. | thinkit's a very commen-
dable project, and you getto talk to these people who
have been on one piece of property for 100 years.
They tell you how when they came here all they
wanted to do was workand makealiving. Please leave
us alone. Government leave us alone. As long as they
could make a living, raise their families, they were
happy.

What has happened? What has happened? Eventhe
Member for EImwood, every once in a while when he
gets emotional he wants to get tied in with the people
from the country. He came up the other day and he
said, “l used to live out there at Overstoneville, you
know.” He doesn’t even know where it is anymore.

The people that came to this country asked very
little and why I'm concerned, you know what is hap-
pening, what government is doing to our country,
we're destroying the initiative of people; we're taxing
to death. The work ethic is gone. Everybody’s got
rights nowadays. It is a shame to make profit. It is a
shame to make profitin your eyes, in Socialistic eyes.
If anybody makes profit let’s tax the heck out of them.
Everything that goes with profit you affiliate to big
corporations. It is destroying the country and when
you get up here and you make all these statements
about all the lovely things you're going to do in here,
the misconceptions, because we’ll be watching and if
you don't you'll get judged and that 3 percent is not
there atthe presenttime already as | indicated before.
We will hold you accountable and the people of Mani-
toba will hold you accountable for the promises you
have made and you will have to explain where you're
going to get the money from. You're going to have to
explain where you got the money from.

My sympathies are with the Minister of Finance.
He’'ll be bald before thisoneisover,really he will and |
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can already see by the pallor on the First Minister’'s
facethathe’s having terrible reservations aboutwhat'’s
going to happen.

Anyway, —(Interjection)— my partner here, the
Member for Niakwa, and myself, we're not used to
sitting on the same side of the House. So, | find it
interesting when | get heckled on my right hand side.

In conclusion, | would jist like to say that I'm look-
ing forward to a very interesting Session. | think you
know that by and large everybody’s concerns are to
some degree the same except we differ in our ideas
how we're gonna’ go at it. We know that if we cannot
change your ideas in the next years, two, three, four,
that we will then defeat you anyway, so we’ll be look-
ing forward to sitting on that side of the House and in
the meantime we’ll be watching the shortcomings of
your government.

Thank you very much.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for
Springfield.

MR.ANSTETT: Mr.Speaker,thehonourable member
indicated a willingness toanswer questions and | was
wondering when he made reference to the former
Minister of Agriculture’'s Beef Stablization program
for which he had appointed a committee half-way
through the election campaign, why he hadn’ttold the
people of Manitoba about that program some time
priorto the election rather than putting all the blame
on Ottawa for coming up with a program.

MR.SPEAKER: TheHonourable MemberforEmerson.

MR.DRIEDGER: Mr.Speaker,|don’tquite, | thinkwe
have a misunderstanding here somewhere along the
line. The previous Minister of Agriculture had a board
appointed that was reviewing the thing. There was no
Beef Stablization Program announced or in place; we
were talking about reviewing and establishing, and
the moment the present Minister of Agriculture came
in, he fired them.

MR. SPEAKER: Areyou ready for the question? The
Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

HON.JAY COWAN (Churchill): Mr. Speaker, before
offering my customary and traditional congratula-
tions to you, | want to make special note and offer
special congratulations to the Member for Emersonin
his latest contribution tothe debate in this House. It
appears as if being in Opposition has done wonders
for him and that was the best speech that | have heard
himgive in this House and | take to hearthis concerns
and his advice which he had offered to us regarding
the Kitson County Waste Disposal Site or the potential
for the Kitson County Waste Disposal Site and I'll
address that a bit later in my speech. That was an
excellent presentation and | hope that he has many
long years in Opposition to refine and to build upon
that speech.

Mr. Speaker, I'm extremely pleased to have this
opportunity to congratulate you on your election to
the highest office within these Chambers. | am confi-
dent that you'll exercise your duties and your respon-
sibilities with bothintegrity and expertise. In the years
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that!'ve known you and worked with you, Mr. Speaker,
I've learned to trust not only your sense of fair play and
your perceptions as to fairness, but your extensive
and yourintensive awareness and knowledge of parli-
amentary procedures. Of course, as | have done on
every occasionthat I've had the opportunity torise to
speak to these Throne Speech Debates and congratu-
late the Speaker, | will assure you that | will do all that
isin my power to abide by your decisions and to abide
by the rules of this House and to add as much as
possible to the decorum of this House. However, |
must be quick to add that from time to time, Sir, | may
stray and when that happens | am confident that you
will provide me with both fair but firm adviceand | will
acceptit, Sir, | assureyouinthe mannerinwhichitis
given. So, | can assure you that | will accept your
guidance and youradviceboth enthusiastically and in
good faith.

l alsowishto offef my sincere congratulations to the
many new members who have been recently elected
to this Legislature. | hope that they find their expe-
rience as elected officials as rewardingas | have found
my own to be and | wish them every success regard-
less of their political stripe, at least up until the next
election and then I'll be a bit more specific in my
wishes, but now | wish them every success in the
responsibility whichtheyhavetakenontothemselves
to represent their constituencies and the people of
this province.

Having listened carefullyto many of thespeechesof
new members in this House to date, I'm looking for-
ward to learning from them, because | think that they
have a lot to offer both the Cabinet and the Govern-
ment and the Opposition and this whole Legislature
as well as the people of this province. So, | expect that
| will be learning from them and | want to assure them
that | will, from time to time if called upon, provide
whatever help or assistance that | may be able to
provide and which they may ask of me.

Atthe same time, | think thatitis also appropriate to
extend my specific congratulations to the Member for
Emersonto all the members who have been re-elected
to the Chambers, re-elected to the Legislature. | think
it's appropriate as well as a pleasure to congratulate
the returning members and many of those have been
here muchlonger than | have, Mr. Speaker, and | too
am looking forward to learning from them as well and
if1 can from time to time of course providing whatever
bits and pieces of advice | can.

I expectthat from time to time I'llbe the recipient of
their criticism and —(Interjection)— no. | want the
record toshow very clearlythatthe frontbench onthe
otherside, atleast one party, which had said, no, that|
won't be criticized and | certainly appreciate the faith
and confidence which he has shown in me. Alright, |
won't hold him to that, but I'll be the recipient of both
their advice and their help.

The Member for Emerson has already agreed to
provide whatever help and assistance he can in
respecttoone specific concernofhisand!|'m certain
that from time to time we’ll be working on other con-
cerns as well. | welcome both the advice and the criti-
cism equally. | think they're both important and | will
try to accept both with grace and openly, at least as
openly and honestly as possible.

Finally, | wantto offer my hearty congratulations to

105

the Member for The Pas and the Member for Burrows,
the Mover and the Seconder of this Throne Speech.
Now | have to say that their job was made so much
easier, Mr. Speaker, by the calibre of the speech which
they had to work with. However, they did an excellent
job and | think that every member in the House will
agree with me when | congratulate both of them on
their excellent contributions to this Debate.

Having given these customary but sincere congrat-
ulations, | want to address first, Mr. Speaker, not the
specifics of the Throne Speech but rather | want to
talk about a general theme which has surfaced on
occasion, both during this debate and the Question
Period. | want to put this general theme, that is, the
theme of the approach of this administration and the
previous administration to federal-provincial affairs in
the specific context of the Garrison Project, a project
which has been addressed most recently by the
Member for Emerson in his speech.

As you are all aware, the Minister for Natural
Resources and the MLA for Inkster and myself met
with the Minister of External Affairs and the Minister of
Manpower yesterday in Ottawa to discuss a co-
operative,and | underline and emphasize co-operative,
a co-operative approach to this longstanding prob-
lem. Now, exactly what we did during that meeting
wastohold whatl thoughtwas anopenandan honest
as well as a productive and positive discussion as to
how we are going to address this mutual concern. |
hasten to add that we did not agree on everything.
However, instead of dwelling on the disagreements
which we had during that meeting, we chose to seek
common ground; we chose to try to work from the
perspective of our mutual concern in a co-operative
way. In other words, we recognized the differences
which we had, but at the same time, we know that we
must work together whereitis possibleto doso. So, as
| want to ensure that the record be clear, and there has
been somedifferentreportingin respect to that meet-
ing, | wanttouse this opportunity to say very distinctly
and plainly that Manitoba will honour its commitment
to initiate and maintain a provincial presence in
Washington when itcomestothe Garrison Diversion.
Thatisacommitmentwhichwemadeintheheatofan
election campaign but, Sir, | assure you thatit super-
sedes any partisanship and it supersedes any elec-
toral commitments. It is a commitment that we have
made to the people of this province; a commitment
which wehavemadetothe future of this province; and
it is a commitment that we intend to keep.
—(Interjection)—

The Member for Emerson says that one did not get
us elected and we all know his position in respect to
that office. He has put his opposition into that office
distinctly on the record. We did not make that com-
mitment to gain office, we made that commitment
because we believe thatactionistheright and proper
action to take in respect to fighting this serious and
ominous problem. Thatis why we made that commit-
ment and that is why we will stand by that commit-
ment. Having said that, certainly we would hope to do
so with the co-operation of the Federal Government,
because we did not say that we were going to initiate
and maintain this presence in order to undercut the
longstanding historical efforts of the Federal Govern-
ment in respect to dealing with the Garrison problem.
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That was not our purpose, we did so in order to
enhance the federal efforts; we did so in order to
expand the federal efforts. We did so in order to
ensure that Manitoba had the type of presence which
is necessary in Manitoba to protect the long-term
interests of this province. | think every member of this
House, including the Member for Emerson, will agree
wholeheartedly with that sort of approach and that
initiative.

We know, Mr. Speaker, that we will be able to
accomplish our goal of doing this in co-operation with
the Federal Government if the Federal Government
responds to our approach with flexibility and in a
co-operative spirit. | can assure them through this
Chamber, as | assured them yesterday in person, that
we are approaching this problem from the perspective
of flexibility on our own part and in respect to a co-
operative effort on both our parts. They have res-
pondedin like, to date, and | fully expect that they will
respond to our latest initiative in like as well. But,
nonetheless, should we decide to disagree, and that
may happen, let there be no doubt we are not going to
always agree on all the specifics. If we should decide
todisagree, then we will want to continue to work with
the Federal Government co-operatively where it is
possible and we will be forced to work on our own
where it is necessary. In other words, Sir, if | can
paraphrase, weshall be equal but separate. Thatisnot
the goal which we seek, but that is a commitment
which we have made to the people of this province,
and a commitmentthat was made in good faithand a
commitment which we expect to keep.

So the record is clear, there will be a Manitoba
presence in Washington in respect to the Garrison
Diversion. We will work wherever possible in a co-
operative way with the Federal Government; we are
optimistic and confident that we will be able to do so.
However, we have a commitment to the people in the
province which supersedes any electoral commit-
ment, which supersedes any partisanship and it is a
commitment which we intend to keep.

Now, | said that we were going to discuss the con-
text of the general problem and address it to the spe-
cifics of Garrison. Let us use that example to talk
aboutthis government's approachtofederal-provincial
relationships compared to the previous government'’s
approach. | just need to referto yesterday's Hansard,
Mr. Speaker, when the Leader of the Opposition was
talking about our efforts in Ottawa yesterday to try to
develop that co-operative and flexible approach with
the Federal Government. He addresseditas this,and|
quote, “He asked whether the First Minister of the
House would the people of Manitoba whether this is
another election promise that he intends to break or
whether he is going to knuckle under to the Federal
Government and to Mr. Axworthy, in particular, who
says that this will be a test of this government’s wil-
lingness to be a doormat to Ottawa.” That is the type
of attitude they have carried with them for the past
four years; that is the type of attitude which, in large
part, lost them the election and that is the type of
attitudethatevennow, havingsuffered that defeat and
should know better, they are unable to divorce them-
selves from.

We looked at that meeting as a test of our willing-
ness to co-operate with each other. Thatimplies give
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andtake, that suggests we are not goingto go in there,
bangthetable, callthemabunchofdirty S.0.B.’s, and
say we will have it our way or no way at all. That
implies that we are going to recognize their concerns
whicharelegitimateandwearegoingtotrytodevelop
an approach which takes into account those con-
cerns, takesinto account our commitment and triesto
provide Manitoba with the best possible presence in
Washington when discussing the Garrison project.
That is not being a doormat; that is being a govern-
ment which wishes to work together where it is possi-
ble to work together. Where it is not possible to work
together, we will in fact ensure thatthebestinterests
of the people in this province are adhered to by this
government, so we shall be firm but kind.

Mr. Speaker, having said that we intend to pursue
that course of action, having said that we intend to
proceed from basis of co-operative federalism where
possible, versus what they did, which was combatted
federalism at every instance and at every turn, | wish
to assure you and through you, the people of the
province, that we will proceed wherever itis possible
inthat co-operative andflexibleway, butthatweshall
not bend to the extent that their concerns are ever
overlooked. And when we talk about federal-provincial
negotiations and federal-provincial relationships, |
think we have to talk about other areas as well. I've
used the Garrison Project and the Washington pres-
ence of Manitobainrespectto the Garrison Projectas
an example.

However, | alsowantto talk aboutanotherexample,
one whichis morespecificto the North, butimportant
to the entire province nonetheless and that's the
Northlands Agreement. The Northlands Agreement,
which should have been signed by now, which could
have been signed by now, butis not signed by now.
And why is that? Why is that? I'm just informed by the
people doing the recording that | can't move around
quite so much because the supersensitive micro-
phones are not picking up all that | have to say and |
would not want them to miss one word, one comma,
one sentence, one period or one concept which I'm
addressing, so | will try to address more clearly the
microphone and through the microphone to you, Mr.
Speaker.

We have no Northlands Agreement and it's difficult
to negotiate the Northlands Agreement right now
because of the type of atmosphere, the poisoned
atmosphere which that government left in their wake,
left in their defeat, but we're going to overcome that.
We're going to overcome that because we know that
we must, wherever is possible, work with the Federal
Government to ensure that the best interests of the
province are looked after.

So, we are negotiating with the Federal Government
right now in respect to Northlands and | expect that
the Member for Rupertsland will have some more to
say about this because, Mr. Speaker, he has been
essential in the consultation process which has
brought us to the state of negotiations which exist
today.

Let mejust for one moment talk about that consulta-
tion process because that too illustrates a difference
between the previous administration and this admin-
istration. You know we might have been able to have
proceeded farther along the negotiations to date if
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that consultation had been undertaken in asystematic
and a comprehensive way previous to our taking
government. However, it was not, so when we came
into government we found that we were forced to
begin basically at the beginning in respect to consul-
tationand we have had a series of consultation meet-
ingsthroughoutthis province. We have allowed those
persons who are going to be most affected by the
Northlands Agreement, the opportunity to provide us
with, not only their criticisms of the previous agree-
ment, which are important and valued, but also with
their suggestions for the new agreement which are
essential and necessary if that agreement is to truly
reflect their aspirations and their needs and that's
what we will have when we have that agreement, Mr.
Speaker.

So we have met during that period with several
Cabinet Ministers from the Federal Government and
we have begun to commence negotiations at this
point, just recently after the consultations were fin-
ished, in what | would call an enhanced and an
extended way toensurethatasmuchasis possible we
will have a new agreement in place with minimal dis-
ruption in existing services which are ongoing as part
of the agreement now. We're going to do that in spite,
in spite of the legacy which that government left when
it came to the Northlands Agreement.

| also want to address a number of other initiatives
in respect to Northern Manitoba and my own depart-
ment, the Northern Affairs Department, which are out-
lined in the Throne Speech. | want to provide a bit
more background on them and as well | believe to lay
thebasisand the foundationforwhatl| consider willbe
a productive dialogue within these Chambers in
respecttowhenwecometodiscuss theseitems dur-
ing Estimates and during the Question Period and
during the other opportunities which present them-
selves to us as legislators.

The first, of course, is the Native Land Claims
Commission. For fartoolong now, and | don’t blame
that government or any government in specific when
we talk about the fact that we have been unable to
resolve theissue of Nativeland claims in this province.
It goes beyond any one government, but the factis for
fartoolong now, these claims have been outstanding.
Forfartoolong now we have nothad an acceptable
and rational approach to dealing with these claims.
Now the previous government had their nine-point
program, but you recall | said an acceptable and a
rational approach to dealing with these claims and
that nine-point program was anything but acceptable
to the reserve communities which were going to be
most affected by it, to the Federal Government which
has to play a vital role in any land claims activity and
to,lwouldadd,alargesectionofthe general populace.

As well, it has to be a rational approach; that is why
we as a government have chosen to proceed with a
Native Land Claims Commission which will sit down
in an open way and allow those individuals who are
going to be most affected by our policy and opportu-
nity to come forward and to speak to the issue, an
opportunity to come forward and tell us of their con-
cerns, anopportunity tocome forward and provide us
with their advice and their suggestions and their
expertise and we need that if we are to make the type
of decisions which we want to make, the type of deci-
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sions which will benefit those individuals and the
province as a whole.

So we arelooking forward to developing thatNative
Land Claims Commission; we are looking forward to
be able to provide the House with more specific
information on it as it becomes available and we are
also looking forward to the constructive suggestions
and criticisms which the members in the Opposition
may be able to provide to us when we do begin to
discussthatvery importantand very essential subject.

As well, we know, on this side, as | think those onthe
other side have recognized, that the North will never
truly be strong unless there is strong local govern-
ment in place in the remote northern communities.
The Member for Flin Flon addressed the issue, others
have addressed the issue and it is one which is of
extreme importance to those individuals who residein
the 49 northern remote communities which come
under the Northern Affairs jurisdiction.

So, during the Estimates, during other opportuni-
ties, we will be discussing those exact proposals
which we plan to put in place to ensure that nor-
therners in those communities have an opportunity to
develop on their own the type of strong local govern-
ment which is necessary to their continued survival
and is necessary to all the province.

You know, we're talking only about those communi-
tiesin this instance that come under Northern Affairs
jurisdiction. However, if those communities are not in
theirownright self-governingandarenotintheirown
right strong and powerful voices in their own affairs,
then we all suffer forthat. So, we must provide for that
type of advice, that type of assistance, that type of
help we are requestedin ordertoensure that that goal
ofstronglocal governmentin Northern Manitoba is a
goal which we are able to meet and | know that the
members on the other side are prepared to help and
assist us, because they too want to see a strong a
province as is possible. So another goal.

| don't think that | can in better words display the
type of sentiment that the Member for The Pas dis-
played when he talked about the Port of Churchill
because of the strong effect it's had on his working
life. However, | am pleasedandhonouredthatthe Port
of Churchill has played such a prominent role in the
Throne Speech Debate. It has done so, because we
fully intend to promote that Port as aggressively asis
possibleandto ensureitsgreatestuse.We'regoingto
need the help of the Opposition; they have always
been pleased to provide their help in the past, and |
anticipate that they will continue to do so on every
opportunity in the future. So | am expecting that they
will come forward with some positive and concrete
suggestions as to how we can meet that goal because
| know that particular point, among others, but in
specific that particular point, of the Throne Speech is
one which we all share. That particular objective is
one which weallshareand workingtogether, we shall
make it happen.

There are many other areas of concern to nor-
thernersand northern Manitobans which we will have
an opportunity to discuss over the next few months,
indeed the nextfew years, and I'm looking forward to
that. But forthe time being, thatthe time being limited
as you know, Mr. Speaker, and I'm sure you will
remind meinrespecttoouropportunity to participate
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in the Throne Speech, I'd like to move on to another
areafor which | am responsible and that is the area of
Workplace, Safety and Health.

You will note again thatour objectives in respect to
providing safer and healthier workplaces are outlined
in this particular Throne Speech, and there are two
items which | wish to address at this time. The firstis
the need for workers themselves to participate in the
development of healthier and safer workplaces. We
can'tdoitforthem as much as we would like to; none
ofus candoit. Thedivision, the Workplace Safety and
Health Division can’t do it for them, the government
can'tdo it for them, but what we can do and what we
will do as a government, Mr. Speaker, is provide them
with the opportunity to develop those skills and that
expertise on their own. We know that workers need
the power of legislation to assist them in developing
those safer and healthier workplaces. We know that
employers need the help of the government in devel-
oping safer and healthier workplaces, and we know
that government has a rcle to play in assisting and
encouragingthosetwo parties to co-operatively work
together where possible and to resolve their differen-
ces in a rational and effective way and we have based
our program in respect to safety and health on three
major principles.

The first, Sir, is the right to refuse to do work which
an individual believes is unsafe or unhealthy. Now,
that right has always existed. A worker at any time
couldrefusetodo work which heorshebelieved tobe
unsafe or unhealthy and the employer could, in fact,
acknowledge that belief and change conditions,
acknowledge that belief and allow that worker to
change jobs, or not acknowledge that belief and fire
the worker.

And what happened in September of 1977, when
TheWorkplace Safetyand Health Act which was deve-
loped and passed by the previous administration went
into effect, was workers then had a legitimate right to
exercise theirright to refuse without fear of discrimi-
nation.ltwasagoodprinciplebutin practice we have
found that it needs some strengthening and some
clarifying. So, we have made that commitment to
strenghthen and to clarify the legislative right of a
worker who refused to do unsafe or unhealthy work.
We believe thatis essential, buta worker can only truly
refuse to do that work which he or she believes is
unsafe or unhealthy if they know what is unsafe or
unhealthy. It's fairly easy to tell what is unsafe or
unhealthy ifit's a physical structure whichis about to
fall in upon you or if it is a hazard which you can
plainly see, butwhen we start totalkaboutsomeofthe
newworkprocesses, when we starttotalk about some
ofthe substances which are introduced into the work-
place, it becomes a more complex subject. So, what
we are committed to doing is to developing a mecha-
nism whereby workers can have a realistic right to
know, a true right to know, about the hazards which
they may confront as a part of their working lives. So
we will dothatas well, but finally this all has to be put
together.

Remember a few momentsago | said we can't create
safer and healthier workplaces as a government, as
legislators. No matter how well meaning we may be,
no matterhow interested we are in doing it, no matter
how committed we are and no matter how long the
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hours we work may be, we can'tdo it on our own. The
workers can do it. They are the ones who firsthand
have learned of the dangers which they face in the
workplace. They are the ones that firsthand have
learned how to avoid those dangers as much as is
possible, and we intend to provide them with the
mechanism to use that first-hand knowledge through
their safety and health committees so that they can
begin to build the safer and healthier workplaces for
which every member of this House yearns and wants
to see be developed in this province. So we have it
there — theright torefuse, the right to know, and the
right to participate in developing safer and healthier
workplaces. Three principal rights.

As well, government can play a role in other ways
andoneistomakecertainthat we have in placeexpert
persons who are able to assist them when they do
have questions in respect to some of those dangers
and hazards which they may not be as familiar with as
they are with the physical dangers or hazards. So, as
demanded by the legislation, and it is a demand that
the previous Minister of Labour rejected for four
years, we are going to have in place a chief occupa-
tional medical officer to assist them when it comes to
dealing with occupational diseases. That would not
bethat much of an accomplishment if it were not put
in the perspective of the fact that for four years that
governmentwas unable to bring itselftolive up to that
very basic requirement of the legislation. They said it
was necessary; they said it was needed; they said they
knew why it should be and they never did it. Well, we
are goingtodo it because we too know it's necessary.

Finally in the area of occupational health, Mr.
Speaker,and| don't meanto say thatthisisallthatwe
are going to do, but rather this is what | want to
address at this time. We have indicated that we are
going to expand the Research Program into occupa-
tional cancer. We are going to put in place a program
which will provide the government, the workers and
the general public withanincreased awareness of this
growingproblemandwearegoingtodosobecauseit
is necessary that those workers indeed havethe right
to know, and that we all, because we all must pay the
costs of that occupational cancerthrough our health
costs, through ourloss of production, that we allknow
as much as is possible about this particular hazard.
But we're not doing it just to gather raw data and in
respect to academic research, we're doing it so that
we canuse that programto develop the type oflegisla-
tive protection and regulations which are necessary to
ensure that workers are protected as much as is pos-
sible at their workplaces from carcinogenic substan-
ces and from work processes which may in fact
expose themto carcinogenic hazards. So that, we will
do as well.

Mr. Speaker, | have but a few moments left today
and | believe probably afew more when we next sit, so
rather than get into the next area, and thatis the area
of what we intend to do in respect to the environment,
someone is suggesting that we call 5:30, however,
beforewerise, Mr. Speaker, | want toassure themthat
I'll speak out the clock. | want to use the last few
minutes which are available to me to just address
those issues, to make certain that the recordis clearin
this because | think itis important.

We will have that Washington presence inrespectto
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the Garrison Project. It will be a Manitoba presence
and it will be done, Sir, as much as is possible in
co-operation withthe Federal Governmentandit will
be done in such as way as to ensure that the best
interests of this province and this country are looked
after when it comes to dealing with that very serious
and ominous project.

We will make substantial gains in respect to provid-
ing an opportunity for northern communities to
become stronger communities through self-
government.

We will continue the Northlands consultation so
that we can reach an agreement so that northerners
can benefit by that longstanding agreement between
the federal and provincial government.

We will, infact, have a Native Land Claims Commit-
tee which will bring a rational approach to a very
specific and longstanding and historical problem.

Aswell, in the areas of workplace safety and health
we will go over the initiatives which | have just
addressed and we will do so in such a way to ensure
that we are always listening to the people of this pro-
vince, and thatincludes the Opposition, and we will do
so in such a way that we are always consulting and
relying upon people for their good advice and their
constructive criticism, and that includes the Opposi-
tion as well. We shall have to reserve the right to
determine whether ornotwebelievethemto bewrong
from time to time, but we will not refuse to listen to
them. We will alwayslisten to them and we will accept
their advice and the good faith in whichitis intended
orinthe wayinwhichitisintended, whateverthe case
may be.

We will do those things because we all must work
togetherif wearetoaccomplish theobjectivesand the
goals which are sonecessary to sustain the progress
of this province, Mr. Speaker.

So, when wereturn to the Chamber, | believe tomor-
row, I'll take the opportunity to address the areaof our
initiatives in respect to the environment. | will talk
about the Waste Management Program, which has
been suggested might be taking place in the Kitson
area and provide more information for the benefit of
the Member for Emerson and other members of the
Legislature in respect to that difficulty and others.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. When we next reach
this matter the Honourable Minister will have five
minutes remaining.

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the House
is accordingly adjourned and will stand adjourned
until 2:00 p.m. tomorrow (Thursday).
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