LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
Thursday, 6 May, 1982

Time — 8:00 p.m.
CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY - MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

MR. CHAIRMAN, Harry M. Harapiak (The Pas): We
will call the Committee to order. We are on Municipal
Affairs, 1.(d) Main Street Manitoba.

The Member for Swan River.

MR. D. M. (Doug) GOURLAY (Swan River): Mr.
Chairman, | wonder if the Minister can advise me if
municipalities thatformabusinessimprovementarea
and maybe they are not necessarily interested in the
Main Street Program, would the department have
record of that business improvement area?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister.

HON. A.R. (Pete) ADAM (Ste. Rose): Yes, | am
informed that there is a record.

MR. GOURLAY: Inthatcase, | wonderif the Minister
could advise how many, ifany, businessimprovement
areas have been formed to date.

MR. ADAM: There are two, up to this point in time,
Mr. Chairman.

MR. GOURLAY: | think that was all | had.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That's 1.(d) Main Street
Manitoba—pass; 2. Municipal Board: (a) Salaries —
the Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: The Municipal Board, | am wonder-
ing the Minister has replaced the board justrecently.|
wonder if he could advise the Committee whether he
was unhappy withthe previous board thatwasserving.

MR. ADAM: No, of course not, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GOURLAY: | wonder, then, if the Minister could
advise why hereplaced the board as of, | think, the 1st
of April or something like that.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, what we did is extend the
term for three months, | believe, andit’s usually tradi-
tional that when a new government comes in, they
look at all the boards and commissions and they
change them around. That is traditional. | am sure it
was donein 1977 as well as 1981.

MR. GOURLAY: The Minister has announced the
appointment of,I believe,10 memberstotheboard. s
he planning on expanding that board in the near
future?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, | think there are 11
appointments. Let me just check that for a moment.
Thereare 11 members to the board. There has beena
practiceinthe past, Mr. Chairman, to have 14 members
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on the board. There have always been provisions or
funding provided for 14 members, but they have never
been appointed. Over the years, only 12 have been
appointed. As a result of that, this year since we have
never appointed the 14, we have reduced the funding
for that allocation and there are 11 appointed at this
point in time.

MR.GOURLAY: How arethe memberspaid?| thought
they were just paid for whenthey worked. Do they get
a monthly . . .

MR. ADAM: They're paid a per diem, Mr. Chairman,
whenever they sit. The Chairman, of course, Mr. Ack-
land, is afull-timeposition and | guess, perhaps, some
staff. There are staff as well that are full-time posi-
tions. The members of the Municipal Board are paid
on a per diem whenever they are sitting.

MR. GOURLAY: Yes, Mr. Chairman. | notice that the
amiount of money allocated for salaries is down
slightly fromlastyearand | waswonderingthereason
for that. Do you expect that there won’t be as many
hearings required?

MR.ADAM: No.Mr.Chairman, | justexplainedthatto
the member, that normally they havealwaysprovided
funding for 14 members. That’s been done over the
years but they have apparently never appointed 14,
only 12 were appointed so we always had a surplus.
This year we decided there was no use asking for the
appropriation if wewereneverusingitand thatis why
it shows as areduction. It has nothing to do with how
many times they sit.

MR. GOURLAY: Mr. Chairman, | thought they just
got paid permeetingwhen they sat so what difference
would it make whether there were six onthere or fifty?
They only get paid when they meetand there'sonly so
many per meeting. Is that not right?

MR. ADAM: The reason we have 11, 12, 14 members
on the Board is so that there will be some flexibility. A
lot of these people have other businesses and other
occupations and they can’t go to every meeting. It
woulddisrupttheirnormalway oflifeandtheirnormal
business practise and so whenever they're called
upon to come, if they can come they come, and that's
why we try to appoint them on a regional basis as well
so that there's not too much travelling involved.

MR.GOURLAY: |justdon’tunderstand that part of it.
| wonder, does the government pick up all of the
expenses of the Board's hearings now?

MR. ADAM: | am informed that we do, yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 2.(a)—pass;
Expenditures—pass.

Resolution No. 95. RESOLVE that there be granted
to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $307,800 for
Municipal Affairs’ for the Municipal Board' for the
fiscalyear ending the 31stday of March, 1983 —pass;

2.(b) Other
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Move on to No. 3. Municipal Budget and Finance,
3.(a) Salaries—pass.
The Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: | notice that has dropped slightly.
What is the situation with respect to the reduction?

MR. ADAM: There is a reduction there due to staff
turnover, that's where the reduction comes in.

MR. GOURLAY: So there's really no change.
MR. ADAM: No, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(a) Salaries —pass; 3.(b) Other
Expenditures —pass; 3.(c) Grants to Municipalities in
Lieu of Taxes.

The Member for St. Norbert.

MR. G.W.J. (Gerry) MERCIER (St. Norbert): On (c),
Mr. Chairman, the explanation indicates that this
amount is to cover an increase to reflect 1982 pay-
ments plus a 6-percentincrease to allow for mill-rate
increases. | take it that's just an estimate of the mill-
rate increases you expect in this year.

MR. ADAM: Yes.
MR. MERCIER: What was the actual figurelastyear?

MR. ADAM: We'll just check that out, Mr. Chairman.
The amount last year was grants in lieu of taxes
$16,260,700.00.

MR. MERCIER: That was the amount budgeted for,
what was the actual figure paid out?

MR. ADAM: The actual figure was $16,015,100.00.

MR.MERCIER: Thatincludesthe grantsto the City of
Winnipeg including the grant on this building to the
City of Winnipeg?

MR. ADAM: Yes, I'm advised that is correct.

MR. MERCIER: The amount paid on this building this
yearto the City of Winnipeg is the same as last year?

MR. ADAM: | believe so, yes.

MR. MERCIER: Is the Minister considering - | know
there's a reference to that in Mr. Weir's report - any
adjustment in that figure?

MR. ADAM: | guess that'll follow from the recom-
mendations whatever is done with the recommenda-
tions will be dealt with at that time.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: |believethatthe rural municipalities
have met with the Minister and requested some con-
sideration for payment of taxes on provincially-owned
Crown lands and you haven't taken this into consid-
eration in the Estimates here. I'm just wondering did
you reject that proposal from municipalities?

MR.ADAM: Wehaven'trejectedit; wearereviewingit
and considering it at this time.

MR. GOURLAY: So there could be some revision in
this if you decide to pay taxes on these Crown lands
to . ..

MR. ADAM: That may well be.
MR. GOURLAY: | think that's all | have.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That's 3.(c) —pass. 3.(d) Urban
Transit Grants.
The Member for St. Norbert.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Chairman, as | understand it,
according to the explanation, there is a 10 percent
increase in Handi-Transit Grants, that is for munici-
palities providing transportation for the physically
handicapped outside of the City of Winnipeg. Did the
Minister impose a freeze on transit fares outside the
City of Winnipeg?

MR. ADAM: Mr.Chairman, therewas no freeze on the
fares outside of the City of Winnipeg.

MR. MERCIER: Can the Minister explain why they
would be imposed in the city and not outside of the
City of Winnipeg?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, the fees outside the city
haven'tbeen changed fora number of years and that
would be one of the reasons why there has been no
restrictions on outside, thefeeshavebeenprettycon-
stant, consistent for a number of years outside of the
city.

MR. MERCIER: The Minister is saying there have
beennoincreasesintransitfares outside of the City of
Winnipeg.

MR. ADAM: No, not as far as we know.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Chairman, | think this the right
department, | asked the Minister. Itseemsto me there
was consideration being given toexpansionof Handi-
Transit programs throughout the province, is this
Minister responsible or is the Honourable Minister of
Highways and Transportation responsible?

MR. ADAM: The Department of Highways is respon-
sible for that. You'll get him next year.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(d).

MR. GOURLAY: All of the Handi-Transit that is
covered under the Minister of Transportation?

MR. ADAM: Brandon comes under our department.
MR. GOURLAY: That's the only one?
MR. ADAM: Just Brandon is ours.

MR. GOURLAY: Whatis the situation with respect to
the purchase of buses this yearin the City of Brandon?
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MR. ADAM: Yes, there have been two buses pur-
chased for the City of Brandon, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GOURLAY: This is the last year for that current
agreement, orisit . . . ?

MR. ADAM: The program runs till 1984, | think.

MR. GOURLAY: Thereisanarrangementforthepur-
chase of buses each year until 1984?

MR. ADAM: That's correct.

MR.GOURLAY: Is Brandon the only one that partici-
pates in the purchase of buses under this program?

MR. ADAM: That's correct.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(b)—pass.

Resolution No. 96. RESOLVED THAT there be
granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding
$19,314,700 for Municipal Affairs, Municipal Budget
and Finance for the fiscal year ending the 31st day of
March, 1983—pass.

No. 4. Municipal Assessments, Salaries.

The Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: | believe the Minister explained ear-
lier thatthere were 12 new positionsor 12SMYsin the
Municipal Assessment Branchand| seewhereatthe
present time, there's some closed ones advertising for
trainee positions.

MR. ADAM: Yes, there is.
MR. GOURLAY: Three positions?
MR. ADAM: Yes, three.

MR. GOURLAY: What other positions would be
includedin the 12?

MR. ADAM: There's support staff, | believe, eh?
They're all trainees, I'm informed.

MR. GOURLAY: These trainees are to be located in
various regions?

MR. ADAM: That's correct, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GOURLAY: What is the current situation with
respect to assessments at this time? How many
municipalities have not been reassessed in the last
five years?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, it will take a few minutes
to accumulate that information. Staff is tabulating
that now. It will take a few minutes to count them up.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Maybe we can get back to it. The
Member for Swan River.

MR. ADAM: He has another question perhaps.

MR. GOURLAY: Yeah, | wonder, it has been indi-
cated | think for several years now that there has been
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a shortage of assessors to be able to maintain the
reassessment, to keep it up-to-date under the
requirement of the statutes to have reassessment
done every five years and you've made provision for
some new assessors this year. Will this suffice to do
the catch-up work?

MR.ADAM: No, I don'tthinkit will, Mr. Chairman, but
it's certainly going to assist in speeding up the
process.

MR. GOURLAY: With respect to the Assessment
Review Committee's recommendations - | realize of
course that these recommendations have only come
in recently - but how do you see the recommenda-
tions affecting the whole reassessment procedure?
Will we still need extra people to, | guess, do the
evaluationsandcatch-upwork?Isthisrightoristhere
some other method that we can use other than
Manpower?

MR. ADAM: At the present time we would need addi-
tional staff to doa catch-up and move toward compu-
terization of the system. That's perhaps in the long
term or the intermediate term but move into that
direction.

MR. GOURLAY: Mr.Chairman, aquestion was asked
of the Ministerin the last couple of daysregardingthe
assessment review recommendations and the Minis-
ter advised that staff were reviewing the report and
would be reporting back to the Ministerindue course.
| wonder, when does the Minister expect to get this
information from his staff?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, it's pretty difficult to give
an exact date. As the member is aware it's quite a
technicaldocumentandthere’s a lot of recommenda-
tions contained therein. The processisalready started
by staff to study the recommendations. It's not going
to be done overnight, it's going to take some time to
look at all the recommendations and try and analyze
the implications of the recommendation. Of course,
the recommendations themselves indicate that it will
be 1987 before we could implement those recom-
mendations by the time they’re allanalyzedand put in
place, even if we were to accept them.

MR. GOURLAY: I'djustlike to ask the Minister, does
he not feel that it would be advisable for the govern-
ment to take a position with respect to the recom-
mendations before he goes back to meet with the
various municipal organizations. | think he indicated
in another question yesterday, or the day before, that
he was wanting some more feedback from the various
people in the province, including the UMM and the
MAUM and otherinterested peoplein Manitoba, and
that the government wasn’t going to do anything, |
think his words were, until he did get some feedback. |
would think it would beimportant for the government
to take a position with respect to the recommenda-
tions, to go out, if they're going to hold meetings
throughout the province to meet with the various
municipal people, so they would atleast have a start-
ing position.

Togobacknow to the peoplel’'m sure they’'re going
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to be wonderingwhat's going on when recominenda-
tions have been laid before the government and a
committee goes back out into the country wanting to
get more information from the people, they're going
to be wondering what’s happened to the recommen-
dations that the government has already received. I'm
wondering what is the Minister’s reason for not taking
a position with respect to the recommendations
before meeting with these various municipal people,
for instance, the Municipal Advisory Committee.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, the member knows and
it's quite a technical document and I'm sure that the
local municipalities outtherewould want to havesuf-
ficient time to analyse the report as well as staff.
That's what we're doing now, we're attempting toana-
lyse what's in the document and I'm sure that the
municipalities as well willwantto have sufficient time
tolook atthisdocumentandoncetheyhavelookedat
itandthen we goaheadand meet with themandsee
what the reactionis to it. That's what we want. There
maybe other alternatives to the recommendations;
there maybe some other way to proceed on some of
the recommendations. It doesn’'t mean because the
recommendations are there thattheywillallbe satis-
factory tolocalgovernmentout there, orto the people
that will be affected by it. We want to know how the
recommendations will affect people and we'd like to
measure what shifts will take place as opposed to,
say, rural and urban, out in the municipality, for
instance, that may have urbanareas within the munic-
ipality andso on. This is all information that we would
like to have, of course, and know and we want the
people outthere toknow what’s happeningbeforewe
start implementing - this is a major change, Mr.
Chairman, that is being undertaken to try and resolve
a very, very difficult problem. We don’t want to create
problems we want to eliminate the ones that are there.

We'vebeen with the presentsystemfor many, many
years and once we do make a change we want to make
surethatwe’renot makinganerrororthatwe'remak-
ing a mistake; we want to be sure that we'redoingthe
right thing. We know that some of the other jurisdic-
tions have changed their systems as well, British
Columbia and Toronto and so on. We would want to
get some information from there, how the changes
have affected those areas. This is why it's not some-
thing that's going to be done overnight but when it is
done and wheniitis finalized that we have something
that we can be proud of and not gone ahead to rashly
and without alot of dialogue with the people that'llbe
affected by it. That’s the position that | feel we should
take and | think that's a responsible position.

MR. GOURLAY: Yes, | realize; Mr. Chairman, that all
of the municipal people will not be in agreement with
the recommendations that have been brought for-
ward but | think the onus is now on government to
take a position with respect to those recommenda-
tions. The municipal people have supplied the infor-
mation and it's been worked over and recommenda-
tions brought to the government. Unless the govern-
ment goes back with some kind of position on those
recommendations, whatkind of dialogue can the Min-
ister expect from the municipalities at this point with-
out having some position on them?

MR.ADAM: Mr.Chairman, that is thereason why I've
asked staff to look at the implications of the report.
Let's not forget, Mr. Chairman, that it took the Com-
mittee 2.5 years to put ittogetherand if he thinks that
we're going to study it in 2.5 weeks or in 2.5 months,
welll would like toinform the member that that’s just
not possible. The staff can’t do it; | don’t think the
member himself candoit; | don't think the local gov-
ernment out there can do it. | think they're going to
have to have time to review this and see what the
implications are and that’s the reason why we're tak-
ing this approach.

MR. GOURLAY: Mr. Chairman, | appreciate there's
been a lot of work go into the recommendations. My
concernis why go back to the municipal people until
you have this position? You indicated that you weren’t
going to do anything until you got some more feed-
back from the people out in the province.

MR.ADAM: | hope that when we do go out with them
that we willbe ableto determine some of the implica-
tions of the recommendation of the report. | think we
will bein a position toillustrate what would take place
if we implement the major recommendations and so
on. That's what my staff will be doingin the next while.
It may take anumber of monthsto determinejust what
the implications of this report will mean to people of
Manitoba and | hope when we do go out and have
hearings that we’ll be able to tell the people: “Well,
here’s the report, this is what it means. What do you
think of it? You think we should go ahead with this or
not, oris there another way, is there another alterna-
tive rather than this way?” Certainly we want to have
something to tell the people out there but it's not
going to be done overnight.

MR. GOURLAY: I'm encouraged by your comments,
Mr. Minister, that there will be a position taken before
you go back to meet with the people. Is this not what
you're saying?

MR. ADAM: The memberissayingthatl wouldhavea
position. | have never said | would have a position, |
said we would know what the document is saying and
we would be able to tell the people out there in the
local government, that this is what the document
says; what will happen if we implement these recom-
mendations; what do you think of it, do you think we
should go ahead. This is the feedback | want to get. |
want the people to either approve or disapprove,
that's their prerogative. We want to know how they
receive this report.

MR. GOURLAY: | wonder if the Minister would com-
ment on histhoughtstowards the recommendation of
the single assessing authority in the province rather
than thetwo that we havein place at the presenttime.

MR.ADAM: Mr. Chairman,again,| wouldliketo have
my staffanalysethe implications of this. It's an option
and certainly we will be looking at it very closely and
see if that is the way to proceed. | think it sounds
interesting and we'll certainly look at it very closely.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for St. Norbert.
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MR. MERCIER: Mr. Chairman, the Minister said that
heintendsto have alegislative committee hold hear-
ings is that correct?

MR. ADAM: Yes.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Chairman, could the Minister
indicate what consultation he has had with the Mayor
and the official delegation of the City of Winnipeg
before he has decided to proceed in this way?

MR. ADAM: | haven't had any delegations from the
city to this pointin time.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Chairman, has the Minister had
anydiscussions atallwith the City of Winnipegabout
the report?

MR. ADAM: The Minister of Urban Affairs will cer-
tainly be having a dialogue with them; we have not
had any.

MR. MERCIER: Has the Minister had any discussion
with the Minister of Urban Affairs about the City of
Winnipeg's approach to the report?

MR. ADAM: Not to deal with that question, no.

MR.MERCIER: Well, Mr.Chairman, | am amazed that
a report which the Minister has indicated has been
developed for some two-and-a-half years in close
consultation with the City of Winnipeg, as | under-
stand it Mr. Weir and his committee worked very
closely with Mr. Reimer and Mr. Schmidt from the City
in providing information and developing this report,
now thereportisreceivedand the Ministeristellingus
that he's embarked upon a unilateral approach to the
consideration of thatreport, withoutany consultation
with the Mayor and the official delegation of the City
or, itwould appear, the Minister of Urban Affairs. This
is areportthat affectsnotonly theareaoutside of the
City of Winnipeg butit'sveryimportant to the City of
Winnipeg. Can the Minister offer any excuse at all for
not discussing it with the City?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, we have received a brief
from the City of Winnipeg and we have examined it,
the staff has examined it, and we have sent them a
copy of the report, of course, and they will be analyz-
ing it as well at this particular time, | presume. Thatis
the reason we will have the meetings, so we can dia-
logue with them; that is the reason for the committee
and we hope that the Member for St. Norbert will be
on that committee to dialogue with the City of Win-
nipeg and the Town of Dauphin and the Towns of
Neepawa and Morden.

MR. MERCIER: Well, Mr. Chairman, following along
the comment to the Member for Swan River, the City
of Winnipeg must have, ifit'sequivalent to population,
significant portion of assessmentin the totalprovince
and they have had difficulties, as have municipalities
outside the City of Winnipeg. Does it not seem to the
Minister that rather than embark upon Legislative
Committee hearings- at least making that decision at
this moment to embark upon Legislative Committee
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hearings, when we read comments from officials of
the municipal organizations that there's been enough
hearings and there's been enough discussion and it's
time for some decisions by the government - would it
notappeartothe Ministerto be more practicaltohave
his department review the report, receive their
recommendationsandat the same time have the City
conduct its own review and make its recommenda-
tions and then maybe there would at least be some
interim steps that could be taken to resolve some of
the problems.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, the report was tabled on
April 19th, asheis aware. The City, I'm sureneedsjust
as much time, perhaps more time, than rural munici-
palities because of the complexities of the assess-
ment in the City of Winnipeg and they're going to
require more time, | would say, than an ordinary
municipality. So we will dialogue with them and thatis
thereason why wewillbesetting up acommitteeonce
they've had time to have a thorough review of the
recommendations,then we will dialogue with them as
to see whether they approve of them or disapprove of
them.

MR. MERCIER: Well, Mr. Chairman, that may well be
true butit's an assumption by the Minister, he hasn’t
even discussed it with the Mayor and the official dele-
gation, all itis is an assumption. Maybe that would be
their position but I'm appalled that he hasn’t had the
courtesy to have adiscussion with them before decid-
ing to take the approach of Legislative Committee
hearings.

The Ministerindicated the otherday, Mr. Chairman,
that he would be introducing a Bill to freeze assess-
ments. Can he indicate for how many years that will
be?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, in the letter that we have
written to the municipalities and to the City of Win-
nipeg, when we mailed out the report we indicated to
them that we were sending them the report and that if
they wanted to discuss these recommendations with
us we would be prepared to discuss it with them. So,
we haven't discounted that whatsoever, we have
invited them to come and discuss it with us. | say to
the member we have indicated that once they have
had time to study the report we will be setting up a
committee and we will dialogue with them on what
they have found and what staff has found and the
studies that we have made in regard to how this will
affect certain municipalitiesandsooninurbanareas.
We think this is thebestway to proceed. It's acautious
way to proceed and | think we should be proceeding
very cautiously without rushing into something that
we may regret later on.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Chairman, | asked the Minister
for how long he would propose to freeze assessment
in the Bill he intends to introduce at this session.

MR. ADAM: When theBillis brought to the House the
member will then find out.

MR. MERCIER: Why can’'t we find out now,
Mr. Chairman?
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MR. ADAM: Becauseyouwill find out whenit's tabled
in the House.

MR. MERCIER: Now | know how the City of Winnipeg
feels.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4.(a)—pass

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, the Member for Swan
River wanted to know how many municipalities had
gonebeyondthe five-yearrequirement. Thereare 111
municipalities plus several communities i n Northern
Manitoba that are over the five years.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Virden.

MR. HARRY GRAHAM (Virden): Thank you, Mr.
Chairman, in the proposal of the Minister to go take a
travelling road show out . . .

MR. ADAM: Oh, is that what it is.

MR. GRAHAM: ... hastheMinisternot got any prop-
osalstoput beforethemfortheir considerationatthat
time?

MR. ADAM: The intent of the committee meetings
wouldbeto convey to the municipalities and the peo-
ple out there what the implications are of the recom-
mendations, to get their feedback on that.

MR. GRAHAM: Well, Mr. Chairman, | believe the
municipalities are already aware of that. They have
been in consultation with the commission not once,
not twice, but in some cases three times during the
preparation of the report and if you're asking elected
officials to come to meetings, | think it's important
that they have some proposals that they should be
attempting to discuss. To go to a meeting with your
cap in hand | think you could be going in 50 different
directions at one time and you would probably end up
with more confusion at the completion than you
would at the beginning and, | think, from what I've
hearsofartonight, there's enough confusion already.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, | would advise the hon-
ourable member that, yes, there have been briefs
presented to the Committee, and perhaps more than
once, but there has been very little dialogue. There
have been groups that have met with the Committee
and presented briefs but there hasn’'t been any gen-
eral dialogue with the public at all and | think the
public have to be aware of what's happening around
them.

It is my feeling, at least, and the feeling of this
government, that before we do make major changes,
such as we are proposing to do at the present time,
that at least people understand what's happening
aroundthem.| think that'stheonly responsible way to
proceed.

MR. GRAHAM: Mr. Chairman, if the Ministeris going
tosaythatthe commission report is the government
proposal that they're going to discuss that’s well and
good, butfromwhatl haveheardfromthe Ministeron
previous occasions he wasn'ttoosureif hewasgoing

to accept any of it or part of it or even going to con-
sider parts of it. | think it would be appropriate for the
municipal people, before they go to a public meeting,
to know what parts of the report the Minister was
considering. Some parts he could say, “l want to leave
for five years,” some he doesn’'t want to do anything
withatall. | think it would be more beneficial and you
would have more meaningful dialogue if the Minister
couldindicate, beforethose public hearings are held,
what areas the Minister wants to proceed with or to
seek their opinions on.

MR.ADAM: Mr.Chairman, I'm notsureifthe member
is suggesting that we accept these recommendations
completely andimplementthem immediately without
talking to the farmers out there; whether they want to
have their farm buildings assessed and whether the
local governments are in favour of that. There are
serious implications that are going to affect people.
We are affecting people’s lives out there, Mr. Chair-
man, and this is something thatl don’tthink we should
berushedinto. We are going tolook at this; the staff is
doingthatnow.It'sgoingtotakesometime beforewe
cangetareport back from staff on what the implica-
tions are and, until that is done, there’'s no way that
we're going to make up our minds one way or the
otheruntilwe getareport back. I think ifthe members
opposite were in government they would be taking
thelonglook at this themselves, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GRAHAM: Mr. Chairman, I'm not suggesting
thatthe Minister standup tomorrow and say: “Thisis
what we're going to do and what proposals we're
going to take forward.” | think there is time for this
report, but in doing that he has to establish a time
frame because he has indicated he is going to bring
forward a bill to freeze assessments. So far he hasn't
told us how long he's going to freeze it for. We've had
afreezeon for two years now. The discrepancies are
getting greater all the time. There has to be some
changes made fairly soon so thereis a certain element
of urgency in that respect. It would be my hope that
the Minister will act fairly quickly, and when | say
fairly quickly I mean within the next 12 months.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, the Committee recom-
mended that the freeze be extended and they have
laid out a timetable in the recommendation and |
appreciate the honourable member’s views and we
will certainly try and proceed this as fast as we can;
speed it up as fast as we can, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Pembina.

MR. DONALD ORCHARD (Pembina): Thank you,
Mr. Chairman. | note by the explanation sheet that
was handed out that there are to be 11 additional
assessors brought on staff. What will that make the
assessment staff complement?

MR. ADAM: | wonder, wouldthe honourable member
repeat that. | was just in consultation here with the
Deputy.

MR. ORCHARD: Thereare 11 assessors as additional
staff in this year's Estimates. With the 11, what's the
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total complement of assessors?

MR. ADAM: Therewere 128 previous to the 12SMY's
for this year; that's 140, Mr. Chairman.

MR. ORCHARD: Assessors? 140 assessors?

MR. ADAM: That's staff. Mr. Chairman, the staff is
tabulating the number at the present time.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Member for Pembina, would you
care to go ahead and we can get back to that when
you get the answer.

MR. ORCHARD: Well, | want to get the answer on
that before too much longer but perhaps the Minister
would care to answer the next question.

In rural Manitoba, whatis happening right now with
farm assessment particularly? Is there any re-
assessment going on?

MR. ADAM: Yes, Mr. Chairman, there is assessments
going on at the present time.

MR. ORCHARD: Now, in this re-assessment, is there
anincreased effort goingon right now oris this part of
the normal re-assessment that, from timeto time, has
taking place in the province?

MR. ADAM: It's normal.

MR. ORCHARD: Are the assessors now valuing
buildings in areas where they formally had not put a
value on farm buildings?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, they are following the
legislative requirements.

MR. ORCHARD: Which are?

MR. ADAM: All buildings, Mr. Chairman are being
assessed.

MR. ORCHARD: When was that? When the Minister
mentions that's the legislative requirement, how long
has that been the legislative requirement?

MR. ADAM: I'm advised it goes back to 1944, Mr.
Chairman.

MR.ORCHARD: Haveprevious reassessments valued
the buildings or is this a new compliance with the
legislation?

MR. ADAM: Yes and no, is the answer?

MR. ORCHARD: This is a wonderful monologue
we're having here.

MR. ADAM: We're doing it for all of them now, Mr.
Crairman.

MR. ORCHARD: Now, when you say they're doing it
forallofthem, | assume you meanallof the municipal-
ities? Which municipalities? Okay, | won't ask which
because that may be a little difficult to come by, but

roughly what percentage of municipalities in the past
had an assessment done which assessed all farm
buildings?

MR. ADAM: Approximately 10 to 20 percent, I'm
advised.

MR. ORCHARD: And would that 10 or 20 percent
have been municipalities in and about the Winnipeg
area, Brandon area, the major urban centres?

MR. ADAM: |t could be anywhere, I'm advised.

MR. ORCHARD: How long has the assessment now
been going to take in all of the buildings?

MR. ADAM: Since 1979, Mr. Chairman.

MR. ORCHARD: Now part of the recommendationof
the Weir Report indicates certain new measures in
termsoffarm outbuilding assessment, etc., wouldthe
Minister, interms of a policy of his government, be in
favour of taxation of farmbuildings, otherthan aresi-
dence, say the hog barn on a family farm or the grain
storage or the machinery shed?

MR. ADAM: That is a policy matter that will be
decided later on.

MR. ORCHARD: Well,| appreciateit will probably be
apolicy decisiondecided later on, butsurely the Min-
ister must have an opinion as Minister of Municipal
Affairs with the responsibility of the assessment and
levying of taxation on the rural municipalities of the
province, he must have a feeling one way or another
astowhetherthatisaworthychangeintaxationoran
unworthy change in taxation that he would not
support.

MR.ADAM: Inthe presenteconomictimes that we're
goingthrough with a very fragile agricultureeconomy
at the present time, | would want to study it very
thoroughly what the impact would be before | would
come to a decision on that.

MR. ORCHARD: Well, Mr. Chairman, I'm going to
make a liberalinterpretation of what the Minister says
and I'm going to say that he would not favour farm
outbuilding taxation.

MR. ADAM: Well, Mr. Chairman, | said that in view of
the very fragile - I'll repeatit-in view of the very fragile
situation of the farm economy any new assessment
regulations that we undertake, | would certainly want
to study very carefully on what impact it would have
on the farm economy before | would want to assess
outbuildings, or whatever it is they are.

MR. ORCHARD: Well, needless to say and | am quite
sure the Minister is well aware of this, there is a fairly
large concern and, | suppose, it stems from uncer-
tainty in the rural community about the potential
assessment in taxation ofallfarm buildings, including
the farm residence which now is, of course, tax
exempt if a person makes the majority of his net
income from farming purposes. | supposethat part of
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that concernis outtherebecausethe farm community
is quite aware of the Weir Report®he Weir Study on
assessment. Naturally, when assessors now are com-
ing alongin a lot of municipalities and in doing the
reassessment, where before they had only assessed
the land and now they are assessing the buildings,
that further fuels thespeculationthat this government
is going to be taxing all farm buildings. I've been
doing my doggonedest to tell them, no, this govern-
ment wouldn’t do such a thing. I'm trying to be as fair
as | can with this Minister and this government, but |
think the Minister can surely appreciate the uncer-
tainty and concern. He mentioned himself, | think he
termed it the fragile economic situation that's out
there in rural Manitoba right now. Well that fragile
economic situation would be in view of the farmer-
ownersexasperated by farm building assessment and
taxation, hence the concern.

Hence, my question earlier, which wasn't a face-
tiousone, to try to put the Ministeron anykind of a hot
seat,hencemy questionisto how this Minister views,
as Minister responsible for Municipal Affairs, the
assessment of a farm building taxation? Because if
the Minister clearly said that, for instance, only farm
homes would ever be assessed and taxed and the
major investment in grain storage and machinery
sheds, inlivestock production buildings would not be
taxed, it would certainly alleviate a number of the
concerns that are out there right now with this reas-
sessment going on, adding to the assessment rolls,
farm buildings. That's why | ask for the Minister’'s
clarification and | would hope that he could provide
us with that this evening.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, | appreciate the member’s
comments, but | would point out to him that the
assessment of the farm buildings, | guess, really got
under way when his government was in office and if
we were to accept the recommendations of the
assessment review committee, | guess, we would be
assessing some of the farm buildings. From what |
have been hearing from the members that have been
asking questions, up until this point in time, is that we
should go ahead as soon as possible with the recom-
mendations. There seems to be a sense of urgency
and I've been trying to say that we shouldn’t proceed
too fast, we should take a close look at this; that's my
position. What I'm hearing is, hurry up, let's get the
show on the road. | am saying that | don'twantto do
that, | want to have averylongserious look at what is
happening. | appreciatethe member’'s comments, but
ishesayingthat we should go ahead andassessfarm
buildings, or should we not? I'm trying to avoid going
into the recommendations of the Assessment Review
Committee because we'll be here for another three
months.

That is why we're having the staff study the report
and give us some recommendations on what the
implications are, then we go outand dialogue with the
people that will be affected by it, because there has
been not dialogue with the general public. There has
been dialogue with some of the organized groups
such as Local Government Districts and municipali-
ties and other groups have come in and presented
briefs to the Assessment Review Committee, but
there hasn’t been that wide dialogue that we would
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like to hear before we proceed with any of these
recommendations.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, this Minister when
he's unable to come up with an answer, provides his
view of what's been goingon,inhisview the members
in the Opposition are urging him to proceed imme-
diately with the Weir Commission and implement its
recommendations. That, the Minister well knows is
not what he's being asked to do tonight and any
attempt by him to put that on the record will lead him
to rather dangerous waters. So | might caution the
Minister that he not try to put words in the Opposi-
tion's mouth.

What we are trying to find out tonight and | don't
know whether the Minister either is able to tell us or
maybe, more pointedly, willing to tell us, is his feel-
ings on the farm building assessment. Because now
there’'s a number of municipalities that are under
reassessmentrightnow; buildings are being assessed;
there is concern out there. The Wier Report has been
tabled; there has been the consultation; the briefs
from individuals to the Weir Commission in the last
two years and they'd like to get a feeling for what this
government and what this new Minister feels about
the issue of farm building taxation.

The Minister could hold himself in good light if he
would clarify thatissueforrural Manitobans; until he
does there is going to be that suspicious view over-
hanging and | only add to the Minister that his col-
league, the Minister of Agriculture, has not endeared
this government to rural Manitobans. | would suggest
he try not to do the same as his Minister of Agricul-
ture, but rather provide some forthright statements
and leadership to the rural community and provide an
answer to the question I've been asking him tonight.

MR. ADAM: Well, | really thank the member for his
comments. | think maybe we're closer together than |
thoughtwe were. | was gettingtheimpression thatthe
idea of establishing a legislative committee was a
waste of time and that we should deal with the
recommendations and do something. That's the
impression that I've been getting in the discussion
we’'vehad up this pointin timeand I'm pleasedto hear
that that is not the case now. | get aclear picture that
the members opposite do notwantus to proceed too
quickly on thisandtheywantus totakealonglook at
it. | appreciate that, if thatis the position now. Iwantto
say to the honourable member that there is no way
that we're going to go outand make decisions that will
hurt farmers or put them out of business. We want to
see the measure of shifts that are going to take place
on the recommendations if they are implemented,
andifl understand correctly now the members oppo-
site do not want me to proceed too quickly, I'm very
pleased with that.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, I'll let the Minister
develop his confused positions for pro and con and

continue his monologue with himself we —(Inter-
jection)—no, it's monologue with this Minister it's not
a dialogue.

We don’t have to worry in the Opposition of this
government proceeding too quickly onany, so we're
notreallyconcerned about that. Afterall, we did have
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promised this Beef Income Assurance Program,
Emergency Interest Relief none of which has cometo
bear, so we're not worried about too quickly. Could
the Minister now answer how many assessors they
have?

MR. ADAM: There are 94, Mr. Chairman.

MR. ORCHARD: Is that 94 with the 11 new ones, or94
with the old ones?

MR. ADAM: That doesn't include the 12 SMYs,
becausethey haven'tbeen authorized yet, | presume.

MR. ORCHARD: Do youintend, ifand when you get
your Estimates through, to hire all 11 assessors that
you're providing SMY funding forinthese Estimates?

MR. ADAM: We certainly hope to, if we can obtain
them.

MR. ORCHARD: So that means thatthere would be
105 assessors on staff sometime this fiscal year?

MR. ADAM: Yes, that is correct.

MR. ORCHARD: Well, what will be the frequency of
reassessment now with the 105 assessors?

MR. ADAM: The problem is that may not change; it
may not be a greater change immediately because it
takes four years to train an assessor. So it's a slow
process to get people on staffand it’s unfortunate that
we haven't had staff sooner than this. | understand
that the department have been requesting additional
assessors for a number of years now; for whatever
reason, whether it was because of lack of funding or
cut-backs or restraint, staff was never acquired and
we were very fortunate that | was able to have the
approval to obtain 12 SMYs.

MR. ORCHARD: Fouryearsoftraining- is that at the
university, on the job, technical school, where?

MR. ADAM: It's on-the-job training. They start at a
certain level; they do certain types of assessmentand
they just keep movingonandslowly . . .some of itis
pretty technical, I'm sure the member knows. To
become a qualified appraiser is not an easy task.

MR. ORCHARD: How does the assessment branch
establish farm land values?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, I'll get Mr. Reimer here to
assist me on that. | am informed that the method used
is, first, productivity of the soil per acre, established
per acre and related to the sales data, is how they
arrive at assessment values.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, John Plohman (Dauphin):
The Member for Pembina.

MR. ORCHARD: Is the Canadian Land Inventory
System used at all?

MR. ADAM: Yes, Mr. Chairman.
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MR. ORCHARD: Okay, so you go on the sales data
and| would assume that would be on comparable soil
types in the immediate vicinity if there's been any
recent sales. How do you establish the productivity?
Doyougo by Departmentof Agriculture estimateson
what productivity should be or do you go to actual
productivity?

MR. ADAM: Manitoba Soil Surveys and Manitoba
Crop Insurance and Department of Agriculture, so
there a number of areas where they get soil tests and
soon. Thereare anumber of areas of how they arrived
at productivity.

MR. ORCHARD: Is that productivity information
computerized?

MR. ADAM: No, not at this time.

MR. ORCHARD: Would that not be something that
couldbecomputerizedrelatively easily to determinea
certain productivity value for every acre of land in the
province?

MR. ADAM: Yes, | think there's a start on it already
but it's certainly a direction to go into; that we should
be going into.

MR. ORCHARD: When was that start made, Mr.
Chairman?

MR. ADAM: It is just under way now, Mr. Chairman,
perhaps about two weeks ago.

MR. ORCHARD: The assessor, when he calls on a
farmyard, he would naturally now be taking a look at
all of the building that are there; their condition, their
size, their structural soundness and he would also, |
presume, undertake discussion with the farmer on
land-type, any unique problems he's got on his land
so that if he had, say, some alkali patches or some
highly erodedspots or whatever, that would be noted
by the assessor?

MR. ADAM: Yes, that is the normal procedure.

MR. ORCHARD: Would these assessors, as a matter
of routine, ask a farmer for an opinion of the value of
land owned by his neighbour? Forinstance, would an
assessor go into my yard and ask me what | thought
about my neighboursland; howgooditwas;how well
he farmed it; how productive it was?

MR. ADAM: He probably could, | suppose, if it would
assit him on finding out the type of land in the area,
and I'm sure that he would.

MR. ORCHARD: Well, | guess maybe that’s one area
that | have some concerns about, because neigh-
bours have a habit of talking with one another after
the revenuers have been there — because anybody
from government is sort of a revenuer — and quite
frankly, Mr. Minister, they object to what they con-
sider to be some cross-examination as to the value of
their land because the assessor has asked them cer-
tain questions about their land, what it can do and



Thursday, 6 May, 1982

whatnot, then they find out a couple of days later
when they're having coffee with the neighbour, that
the assessor was asking the neighbour questions
about the neighbour’s land and they don’t think that is
a proper way to proceed. They have generally given
information.

| think, in 99.9 percent of the cases, they've gener-
ally given good data, good information and they do
object to the implication that maybe they weren't
exactly giving straight information and playing ball
with the assessor and that the assessor has to verify
what was said by confirming it with a neighbour and
that causes some anxiety. | think the Minister would
want to examine that as a procedure used by the
assessor, so that the kind of concerns that can crop
up in rural Manitobadon’tcrop up to the detriment of
everyone involved.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, | doubt very much whether
there’s cross-examination taking place in the light
that the member suggests. In any event, no one is
obligated to answer any questions, in any event, if
they don’'t wish to. They're not forced to answer any
questions.

MR. ORCHARD: Well then, Mr. Chairman, why ask
the questions of a neighbour about his neighbour’s
land?

MR. ADAM: If the member has any specific case that
he wishes to bring to our attention we’'d be glad to
look at it, if he has a specific complaint to make. |
would not want to leave on the record the impression
that this isa common practice that he is complaining
about and that there is a problem out there.

| think the assessors will ask general questions of
how the areais and what kind of soil and what kind of
crops and so on. | would expect that would be ‘the
normal procedure. But if the member is suggesting
thatthereis something onerous going onoutthere, or
subversive, or whatever you want to call it, | think
mostfarmers are quite willing to provide the informa-
tion that is asked in a proper manner about land, soil,
crops and whatever. So if the member has a specific
case that he wants to draw to my attention, we are
certainly prepared to look into it.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, the Minister has
indicated that is the type of questioningand now he's
sayingthatit’sgeneralquestioning about cropsin the
area. I'm referring to specific questioning about a
neighbour's land by assessors and it isn't of a general
nature, it was of a specific nature. | question the
necessity of that. | know the Minister has indicated
that if there is a specific area he would be pleased to
look into it.

Mr. Chairman, one other question I'd like to ask the
Minister on assessment. We have, for instance, some
intensive livestock operations throughout the prov-
ince which are on a very limited land base and operate
primarily by buying their feedstocks from neighbour-
ing farms or:from feed mills. These are major broiler
operations, laying-egg operations, hog barns, feed-
lots; those kinds of programs aren’t what one would
classify a family farm. They are often shareholder-
owned agribusinesses, yet the buildings aren't
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assessed or taxed. Does the Minister have any feeling
for how those operations should possibly contribute
to the taxation, municipal and school tax, in the area
they're located in.?

MR. ADAM: Mr.Chairman, | think what the member is
referring to is building-intensive operations where
there isn’'t a very large landholding as opposed to
other conventional-type farms. These are more
building-intensive and | think the Review Committee
has looked at this and is probably one of the recom-
mendations - | haven’t read all the report yet myself -
probably thatis in there and that is something that will
be dealt with when we arrive at a decision.

MR. ORCHARD: Does the Minister have a feeling as
to how those operations should be taxed, if they
should be taxed at all? That's what I'm asking him,
doestheMinister believe they shouldbeassessed and
taxed or does he think they should maintain their
tax-free status, because there generally is not a resi-
denceassociated with these intensive livestock oper-
ations. So, does the Minister believe that because
they don't fall into the traditional family farm defini-
tion, does he believe they should be assessed and
taxed as an agribusiness much similar to the assess-
ment raised on a fertilizer bulk plant, forinstance, ora
commercial seed-cleaning plant, those types of
operations?

MR. ADAM: Yes, Mr. Chairman, this is one of the
things that | would want my staff to look at very
closely and evaluate. We would want to study the
impact of some of these situations that have come up.
| know we've had to look at some of them already.
Some municipalities have farms in their areas where
they're building-intensive and unable to tax the build-
ings. So, this is one of the things that the staff will be
studyingandlookingatin relations to the recommen-
dations and hopefully that we can address when a
decision is made arising out of the recommendations,
so to speak.

MR. ORCHARD: Well, Mr. Chairman, I'll paint a sce-
nario for the Minister so he can't keep on saying that
the staff is going to study this because he’s the politi-
cianandhe’'s the Minister that's going to have to make
recommendations.

Let's assume a scenario where staff recommends
thatintensive livestock operations should be assessed
and taxed. What would the Minister do with that
recommendation? Would he say no; would he say
yes?

MR. ADAM: That's a hypothetical question.
MR. ORCHARD: It's not hypothetical.

MR. ADAM: The member is raising a hypothetical
question. We don’'t know whether the staffis not going
to make recommendations of what should be taxed or
what shouldn’t be taxed. All they're going to say is
what the impact would be if they were taxed or not
taxed, that is what they're going to say. They're not
going to advise the Minister on whether it should be
taxed or not.
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MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, you see we get back
to this problem of the Minister wanting to take a com-
mittee of MLAs, | would assume, from both sides of
the House, out to the provincetolisten theoretically to
observations based on the Weir Report and its
recommendations. Unless the farm community, or
ruralcommunity, has some idea of where this Minister
believes the report should go, what are they going to
come and tell you? What arethey going to speak to? If
Iwasafarmercomingtothat committeeof MLASs, you
know what I'd tell you? I'd tell the committee, don’t tax
anything land or buildings. Then, what would you do
with it? You'd hear from the farmers; you'd dialogue
with them, as you say, but, what would you getfromit
because nobody wants to pay taxes. So, what would
your travelling committee of MLAs tell you if every
single farmer came in and said, don’t bother me with
taxes?

MR. ADAM: Well, Mr. Chairman, the member well
knows that, sure, nobody wants to be taxed. The
farmers are reasonable the same as anybody else.
Nobody likes to pay taxes buttaxed we are going tobe
whether we want to or not. If we want services we're
going to have to be taxed. | say that the outcome of
these meetings will be productive. We will be able to
get views once we have advised people what the
implications areand, sure, we may have to make some
decisions. You know, if you look at the report and it
gives the headline that says “A fair way to share.” |
think the Member for Pembina is selling the farmers
short. | think the farmers want to pay a fair share of
their tax but they don’t want to be overtaxed; they
want to pay a fair share. If he's saying that is not the
case he’s not talking to the same farmers that | talk to
because all farmersare prepared to pay a fair share of
their tax but they don’t want to be overtaxed. That is
the job of this government to see that they are not
being abused, Mr. Chairman.

MR. ORCHARD: Well, Mr. Chairman, the Minister
saysthat farmers don’'t wanttobeovertaxed.Farmers
today consider themselves to be overtaxed in terms of
land. When you go to them with your MLA listening
committee, dialogue committee, call it whatyou will,
are you going to present them with three scenarios
andthecosts? Are you going to present them with the
scenario of taxing land only, their land; are you going
to present them with the second scenario of taxing
bare land and the home; and the third scenario of
taxing bareland and all buildings and explain to them
what would happen to a given model? Are you going
tohavethatkind of information available as a presen-
tation to these groups?

MR. ADAM: Yes, we hope to have that kind of
information.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. "Chairman, ‘hope to have’ is not
good enough. What's the point of having that group of
ML.As go out and take time and spend a lot of money
talking to rural Manitobans if you're not going to have
that kind of information, if they don’t haveinformation
on the impact? | would say that's not a‘hope to have’
that’s a ‘'definitely will have’ or else there's no point to
your travelling show.

MR. ADAM: | don't consider, Mr. Chairman, that it's
goingto beashow; this is avery serious undertaking.
| think the members opposite are makinglightofthis
and | don't think it's a light issue, | think it's a very
important and heavy issue that we're dealing with. We
will have theinformation. Certainly we're not going to
go out there with nothing in our hands, we're going to
have sufficient information there to, at least, advise
the people what the implications are so that they can
at least know what's happening. That's been my posi-
tion; we're not going out there just for a junket, | want
to tell the honourable member that. I'm sure he
doesn’twanttobeonthat kind of ajunketand neither
do |I. We want to go out there to try and achieve
something.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, that is exactly why
we've been posing these questions to the Minister.
Where does he stand on farm home taxation? Where
does he stand on farm building taxation? Where does
he stand on intensive livestock industry taxation that
are outside of the normal family farm criterion?
Because, unless the Minister has these kinds of posi-
tions in front of the rural community to gather their
adviceforandagainst taking such amovehe will have
a travelling road show and not the kind of meaningful
show that he says he wants to have and a kind of an
information-gathering group that can provide hime
with some pretty positive recommendations. That's
why we're asking him tonight where he stands on a
number of these very important issues that the farm
community is asking each and every one of us right
now. Unless they have an idea, as | say, of what you
want or what you intend to do they're all going to
come in and say don't tax my home, don’'t tax my
buildings and lower the tax on my farm land because
it's too high right now.

Unless the Minister sets up some criterion as to
what he hopes to achieve out of therecommendations
ofthe WeirReport, his group of MLAs travellingabout
the province willgatherthe same kind of pro-and-con
information and a nice summary of opinion from 21
different sources and 21 different views as is con-
tained in the Weir Report and you won't have any
more than you have right now unless you narrow it
down and put up some targets. It takes some political
guts to do that, Mr. Chairman, | must say, because
nobody wants to hear maybe that their home is going
to be taxed or their farm buildings are going to be
taxed. But you're going to get opinion on it if you
present them with that as anobjective and give them
the numbers of what it will cost them land only, land
plus home, or land plus all buildings. That's why |
would like the Minister, before he takes that group on
the road, tell Manitobans what your thoughts are,
where you think it should go. After all, you are the
Minister responsible and you have got a report with a
number of recommendations to you, in order to
resolve a very serious inequities in the assessment
system in rural Manitoba.

MR. ADAM: Yes, Mr. Chairman, that is why I've been
saying all evening that we don’t want to proced too
quickly; we want to have all the information possible
that we can obtain before going out to meet with
peopleand we will be prepared when wedo goout, to
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present several scenarios, several alternatives and
situations that we have evaluated. That's what the
staff will be doing between now and the time that we
dogoout,sothatwecanhaveaclearexample ofwhat
really would happen if we recommend this recom-
mendation, orif we put in thisrecommendation, or we
don’t put in that and so on.

Thatisthewhole purpose of the exercise isto make
sure that they understand what's happening but we
have to understand it first. And what | hear tonight is
the member wants me to make a decision of what's
goingto happen next fall orwhenever we go out. That
is what the member is asking me to do; to make a
decisiontonight of the recommendation of that report.
| want to tell him quite frankly that I'm not prepared to
do that tonight. I'm not going to do it and neither
would he if he was in my place. He'd be waiting until
he got advice on what was happening and what these
recommendations mean.

I thinkthe member just wants to prolong the debate.
He'snot going to get anywhere because I'm notgoing
to make any recommendations that's in that report
tonight and I'm not going to make any comments on
that report until we know the imptications of it, until
weunderstand what'shappening. Beforel canunder-
stand | have to have my staff evaluate what's in it and
that's going to take a little while. | don't think the
memberwouldwantmeto - maybe he does, maybe he
wants meto start making all kinds of statements about
what | think, or what | believe, or what | feel. | can feel
lots of things but that's not one of the things | feel.

MR. ORCHARD: | don'ttohurttheMinister's feelings
but when do you expect to take this MLA committee
out to the public.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, when the staff has com-
pleted their evaluation and their study and have done
some pilot projects in certain areas, | suppose, and
maybe several areas to see what the outcome would
be, and then we would want to choose atime when the
people out in the rural areas have time to come to
meetings. We wouldn’t want to go during harvest,
perhaps after harvest - I'mjust taking a guess, | would
say maybe October, November sometime; that would
be a guesstimate, but | would say asatime frame that
would probably . . .I'mnotsurewhetherstaffwould
be able to complete their studies between now and
Octoberbutmaybethatsounds reasonable but maybe
I'm sticking the neck of my assessor out here.

MR. ORCHARD: Then assuming you could achieve
that October - November time frame it would be your
intention, | take it, to bring in appropriate legislation
as required in the next Session.

MR. ADAM: That would depend on what the results
of the hearings are, what the government decides,
that's a policy decision, of course, that government
will have to address once the hearings are completed
and the committee has made some recommenda-
tions. That's a policy matter that the government will
havetodecide on whethertheyshould proceed or not
proceed ortake someofitandleave some. There may
be many recommendations there that may well be
accepted; maybe some may be rejected. That's some-

2294

thing that | just can't give a definite answer on.

MR. ORCHARD: So | take itthenthe Minister hasno
specific time frame to bring in any legislation then?

MR. ADAM: Well, we don’t want to be bound by this
report, where the government is not bound by it. We
aregoingtolookatitvery seriouslyandwe willlook at
it once it's been studied thoroughly and discussed
thoroughly and that people out there know what'’s
happening, then we can make a decision on it.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 4.(a) Salaries.
The Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: Yes, earlier | think the Minister said
there was 111 municipalities that are behind on their
reassessments?

MR. ADAM: Yes, plus several Northern communities
as well.

MR. GOURLAY: Andthetotal number of municipali-
ties — | should know that but — it's 202?

MR. ADAM: Yes.

MR. GOURLAY: Then there's quite a large percen-
tage of therural municipalities but there’'sno informa-
tion on them at this time with respect to information
on buildings?

MR. ADAM: Yes, that's correct.

MR. GOURLAY: | don't want to go over some of the
ground that we already covered, but | think it's fairto
pointouttothe Minister fromwhere | sit, | think thata
lot of the municipal people are getting a little bit edgy
in that they don't want to see this report dragged on
too long and, although, you may come up with a
position as a result of staff advice, | don't think you
need to feel that this is carved in stone. But the munic-
ipal people have spent quite a bit of time already;
they've brought forward recommendations, sugges-
tions to the Committee and | think they're anxious to
have further dialogue with the Minister and the Legis-
lative Committee, if that's the way he wants to go.

| would strongly urge that the Minister should be
contacting the Municipal Advisory Committee which
represents all of the municipal interests in the prov-
ince because there is, | would say, a fair amount of
unrest in the municipalities with respect to the
assessment inequities that we have today and the
reason for establishing this review committee in the
first place.

So it's fair to say, don't rush into this, but thereis a
certain amount of urgency to get on with this job and
certainly, we in the Opposition, want to co-operate
with the government to come up with the best possi-
ble assessmentprogramthat we can possibly get. So |
think we can't leave it too long and | would hope that
the Minister wouldn't drag this thing on unduly with-
out, as | say, the position doesn’'t need to be carvedin
stone,butatleastit's a position that canbe usedasa
bench mark to finalize the recommendations that will
be brought forth.
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MR. ADAM: Yes, | really appreciate the member’s
comments, his offer of co-operation, | think that's a
productive way to proceed. | want toinform him that |
met recently with — | think it was last week — that |
met with the Executiveat UMM and we did discuss the
report just in a preliminary way.

| informed them of how we were going to proceed
and there was no serious objection on the way we are
intending to proceed. So | don't know if the member
hasanyinformationthatl don’t have, but I'vemetwith
the Executive and we didn’t get any negative reaction
to our proposals.

| realize there's some anxiety out there to proceed
as quickly as possible and we will certainly try and do
that. We don’tintend to have any undue delay on the
report.

MR. GOURLAY: Mr. Chairman, | keepreferringto the
rural part of the province and | guess that's only natu-
ral. But | believeit's fairtosaytoo, thatthecityis quite
anxious to get something moving on this so that the
assessment recommendations can be finalized as
soon as possible.

Idon’tthink I have anything further on this part of it
unless anyoneelse has.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Memberfor Pembina.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, just one quick ques-
tion to the Minister. Has the Minister received any
communication about alittle fracas thatdevelopedin
Stanley Council about a month ago onrelieving taxa-

tion of farm homes where the Reeve was involved in
it?

MR. ADAM: | don't believe | have unless the member
could be more specific. There has been nocommuni-
cation to my knowledge.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Item 4.(a) Salaries—pass;
Item 4.(b) Other Expenditures—pass.
The Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: If we could just have a brief outline
of whatis included in the Other Expenditures.

MR. ADAM: It's mainly travelling and associated
costs.

MR. GOURLAY: Is there any computerization costs
in this area oris itincluded in the . . .

MR.ADAM: Yes, there would be. Mr. Chairman, there
is $428,000 for machine utilization and | think that's
what the member is referring to.

MR. GOURLAY: $400,000.00?
MR. ADAM: $428,000.00.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Item 4.(b) Other
Expenditures—pass.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that there be
granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $4,145,500
for Municipal Affairs, Municipal Assessments for the
fiscal year ending the 31st day of March, 1983—pass.
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Item 5. Municipal Services and Research, 5.(a)
Salaries.
The Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: Is there any change with respect to
the program to Local Government Districts, like to
cost-sharing on road building, maintenance and the
like?

MR. ADAM: No, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GOURLAY: What is the current situation with
respect to the LGD of Park and | believe it's the Rural
Municipality of Shell River, isit? Was there part of the
LGD of Park amalgamated recently or is that still not
settled?

MR. ADAM: There's no change yet. It hasn’'t been no
change in that area.

MR. GOURLAY: Is there any discussions going on at
the presenttime with respect to that amalgamation or
is it sort of adeadissueright now?

MR. ADAM: There's no discussions, | think, taking
place atthe present time.

MR. GOURLAY: Is there any change in the adminis-
tration of the Resident Homeowner Tax Assistance?
Is that still the same as it was?

MR. ADAM: Yes.

MR. GOURLAY: | didn’t catch the answer.

MR. ADAM: There's no change.

MR. GOURLAY: | don'thaveanything further on that.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 5. (a) Salaries—pass. The
Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: | wonder if the Minister could just
briefly tell us what is included in the Other Expendi-
tures and the reason for the increase - it's up some
$70,000.00?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, that's mainly for compu-
terization. | wonder, Mr. Chairman, are you asking for
a complete breakdown?

MR. GOURLAY: Well, | was just wondering, there's a
$70,000increase which seems that something signifi-
cant has changed there.

MR. ADAM: Theincrease, Mr. Chairman, is made up
of several items. The major ones would be, again,
computer and machine utilization, travelling costs. It
costs more to travel nowadaysandthere'sanincrease
there. The rest is all minor changes. The two major
ones are machine utilizationand computerand travel-
ling. Those are the three majors.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 5. (b) Other Expenditures—
pass.
RESOLVED THAT there be granted to Her Majesty
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asum not exceeding $1,048,600 for Municipal Affairs,
Municipal Services and Research for the fiscal year
ending the 31st Day of March, 1983—pass.

Item 6, Municipal Planning Services, (a) Salaries.
The Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: Yes, | wonder if the Minister can tell
us what the present status is with respect to Planning
Districts. Howmany are there and are there new dis-
tricts being planned, or anticipated being organized
in the coming year?

MR. ADAM: There are 13 at the present time - Plan-
ning Districts - which comprise 43 municipalities
involved. There are three new requests to farm Plan-
ning Districts at the present time.

MR. GOURLAY: | wonder if the Minister could tell us
where those requests are from? Involving what
municipalities?

MR. ADAM: The new ones are the LGD of Alexander
and the Village of Powerview and the RM of Lac du
BonnetandtheVillage of Lac duBonnet, the Townof
Deloraine and the RM of Winchester.

MR. GOURLAY: There were some legal undertakings
with the Morden-Stanley-Winkler Planning District
and | believe recently the government provided some
further assistance to some legal costs. Is this true?

MR. ADAM: Yes, there were.
MR. GOURLAY: How much did that amount to?
MR. ADAM: $21,000, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GOURLAY: Was this a cost-sharing arrange-
ment with the Planning District?

MR. ADAM: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

MR. GOURLAY: What was the outcome of that case
there? Could the Minister briefly tell us how the Plan-
ning District came out on that case?

MR. ADAM: Yes, there was a court case involved and
aninterimdecisionwas made to development control
order - I'm just getting the information now on how
that went about. There was an interim development
control order anditwas defeated in the courts. Thatis
why there was some extraassistance provided for the
court costs, | presume.

MR. GOURLAY: Was there not a subsequent court
case or legal costsinvolved? I'm wondering what was
the result of that.

MR. ADAM: I'm advised that there was another court
case and that was thrown out again.

MR. GOURLAY: Where does that sit at the present
time? Is it sort of resolved or is it just sort of . . .

MR. ADAM: Yes, it has been resolved now.
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MR. GOURLAY: Everthing seems to be working
satisfactorily at the present time there?

MR. ADAM: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for
Gladstone.

MRS. CHARLOTTE OLESON (Gladstone): I'm just
wondering under Salaries (a), would this include the
planning personnel for instance? Has there been an
increase in the planning personnel in Brandon to do
with the planning services?

MR. ADAM: There has been an increase in the plan-
ning in Brandon. Yes.

MRS. OLESON: So, what does that make their total
staff?

MR. ADAM: There is 11 staff there, Mr. Chairman.
MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The MemberforPembina.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, has the Minister met
with the Reeve of the RM of Stanley on the MSTW
Planning District?

MR. ADAM: Yes, we have.

MR. ORCHARD: Were you able to allay some of his
fears and concernsabouttheplanningdistrictin your
eloquent and persuasive normal manner.

MR. ADAM: Yes.

MR.ORCHARD: Whyisitthat the Reeve still wants to
take Stanley out of the planning district then, did you
advise him to do that?

MR. ADAM: | don't recall all the discussions at the
moment|'d have to go back andreviewthe Minutes of
the meeting. | have dealt with anumber of municipali-
ties and | don't recall all the problems that were
broughtto me at thetime, I'd have to get briefed again
on it.

MR. ORCHARD: Could the Minister make available
the Minutes of the meeting he had with the Reeve and
we could help him solve the problem?

MR.ADAM: Theywerejustscribbled somewhereand
they're not very, very co-ordinated Minutes.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, | can assure the Min-
ister that wouldn’t bother myself, | would make the
best possible use of those Minutes in assisting him if
he would make them available.

MR. ADAM: | don’t think | would, there's nothing that
the member would be interested in. I'm not sure
whether there are Minutes anyway there was just
maybe some . . .

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, this does not sound
like that open government we were promised.
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MR. ADAM: | can make some up if he wants.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, that's part of the
concern that the members in the opposition have that
this Ministeris making things up already and we want
to attemptto help him avoid the many pitfalls of doing
that. If the Ministerhashadany discussions atall with
his Deputy he will be aware of some, shall I call them,
unique circumstances with MSTW and its composite
members and some of the problems perceived in real
that are there and organized in that planning district.
My colleague the MLA for Swan River, and the former
Minister, was aware of certain court actions that
accompanied the establishment of MSTW and | guess
since the Minister, either cannot or will not, provide
any Minutes of the meeting he had with the Reeve of
Stanley, can | simply ask the Minister if he recom-
mended to the Reeve of the R.M. of Stanley that, by all
means, they should stayintheplanning district, or did
he indicate that they should pull out?

MR. ADAM: | think they should stay in, Mr. Chairman,
I'm certainly encouraging all municipalitiestotryand
form planning districts and | would certainly encour-
age them to stay.

MR. ORCHARD: Did the Minister, in the course of
discussions with the Reeve of Stanley, point out to
him what sort of options were available and what sort
of procedures would follow should the R.M. of Stan-
ley not be part of the MSTW planning district.

MR. ADAM: | believe we did.

MR. ORCHARD: Would it be a fair question to ask
how that information was received by the Reeve?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, | can't remember all the
details of the meetings we held with them but | know
that the meetings thatI've had, up to this point in time,
with many of the groups, including that group, were
very good meetings and they received information
from us and they have brought their concerns to our
attention. | don’t recall all the details of the situation,
I'd have to look at the information again to find out
what . . .

MR. ORCHARD: Would the Minister entertain appli-
cations by municipalities toformasingle municipality
planning district?

MR. ADAM: No, not at this time, we try to encourage
them to form a district with a neighbouring local
government.

MR. ORCHARD: By “not at this time” is the Minister
contemplating changing that?

MR. ADAM: That's something that we may look atin
the future butat this point in time, no.

MR. ORCHARD: That's all the questions | haveright
now, Mr. Chairman.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Item 6.(a) Salaries —
pass; item 6.(b) Other Expenditures —pass.
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RESOLVED that there be granted to Her Majesty a
sum not exceeding $2,390,800 for Municipal Affairs -
Municipal Planning Services for the fiscal year ending
the 31st day of March, 1983—pass.

Item No. 7. Provincial Planning, 7.(a) Salaries.

The Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: | wonder if the Minister could indi-
cate how many applications were received for subdi-
visions and how many were subsequently approved
during the past year.

MR. ADAM: We have received 1,347, Mr. Chairman,
and there were 961 approved. There were 135 that
were rejected by the council; there 19 that were
rejected by the Minister and there were 7 that were
rejected by the Municipal Board.

MR. GOURLAY: | think that's it for now.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Chairman, could the Minister
indicatewhattherole will be of the Inter-Departmental
Planning Board and the Provincial Land Use Commit-
tee of Cabinet as the province relates to the review of
the Greater Winnipeg Development Plan and Plan
Winnipeg. | would understand that plan would stillgo
through this process of the Inter-Departmental Plan-
ning Board and the Provincial Land Use of Cabinet, it
wouldn’t be the function of the new Urban Affairs
Department to look after that, would it?

MR. ADAM: The IPB would report to the UACC and
then it would go to Cabinet.

MR. MERCIER: Has that process started now?

MR. ADAM: Yes.

MR. MERCIER: How long does the Minister estimate
that process to take before the province will take a

position?

MR. ADAM: We have taken a position all along, I'm
advised by staff.

MR. MERCIER: Has the Minister writtento the city on
thatissue?

MR. ADAM: We have written to the city, yes.

MR. MERCIER: Wouldthe Minister undertake to pro-
vide me with a copy of that correspondence?

MR. ADAM: Yes.
MR. MERCIER: Thank you very much.
MR. ADAM: You're welcome.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Item 7.(a) Salaries.
The Member for Pembina.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, is this the
appropriate place to discuss the Provincial Land
Use Committee?
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MR. ADAM: The Minister of Agriculture is the Chair-
man of that Committee.

MR. ORCHARD: Are you a member of that Commit-
tee, Mr. Minister?

MR. ADAM: Yes.

MR. ORCHARD: | take it, from reading the Preamble
under Provincial Planning, that the Provincial Land
Use Committee is part of this Minister’s funding
responsibilities?

MR. ADAM: Yes, part of my responsibility is being a
member of the PLUC Committee.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, | suspect the PLUC
Committee is wrestling with the sale of Crown land
policy; would that be a fair assumption?

MR.ADAM: We have discussed it, Mr. Chairman, but
we haven't dealt with it.

MR. ORCHARD: When do you expect to deal with it,
Mr. Chairman?

MR. ADAM: We will be dealing with it in about two
weeks, as soon as it comes up.

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Has the
Minister had an opportunity to review the very tho-
rough screening process that all applications for sale
of Crown lands went through, the guidelines, the pol-
icy framework, that the Provincial Land Use Commit-
tee was given to deal with the whole issue of sale of
Crown lands. Has the Minister had an opportunity to
review that process and the way it was operating and
the parameters under which it was operating under
our administration?

MR. ADAM: We havereviewedit, yes. It's therespon-
sibility of the Department of Natural Resources.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, that's only partially
correct because the Provincial Land Use Committee
did have all of the workings of recommending for sale
and declining for sale and referring to the Cabinet
Committee, the Provincial Land Use Committee, of
sales of Crown land and it was through the Provincial
Land Use Committee that the recommendations were
collated between the various departments as to
whether a given piece of Crown land should or should
not be sold for agricultural purposes. That process |
happen to have had some responsibility for, as
Chairman of the PLUC Committee for a couple of
years, and in my estimation,and I'm not trying to take
creditforanything | did because it was the committee
members that were of great assistance in developing
that framework, but | am of the opinion that we had
every potential pitfall covered in the review process
and in the recommendation process and the guide-
lines that the Provincial Land Use Committee had to
deal with in assessing the saleability of Crown land. |
would merely ask the Minister if he, in reviewing that
framework, that set of policies, that operation, is he
satisfied that the process was a good one?
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MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, the Crown lands question
is under study at the present time and it will be
addressed very, very shortly. | can inform the honour-
able member that some of the problems that did come
up on the previous policy had to do with the sale of
LGD lands; that there were some problems with the
policy change last October, | believe.

MR. ORCHARD: Could the Minister be a little more
specific on that one?

MR. ADAM: Yes, the LGD lands, the policy was
changed so that the unencumbered LGD lands would
be tendered rather than sold at appraised value and,
apparently has created some problems for some of
the Local Government Districts.

MR. ORCHARD: Okay, that's one area but that isn’t
the Crown lands sales policy that I'm talking about
here. Although it's under review, and the Minister
indicates he'sabout to make adecision orit'saboutto
go to PLUC Committee in a couple of weeks time, the
Minister must have reviewed the guidelines, is he sat-
isfied that those guidelines were good enough to
undertake Crown land sales? Were there any glaring
errors, in his opinion, in the guidelines that were de-
veloped over the last couple or three years?

MR. ADAM: We are going to study that policy that
had been undertaken by the previous administration.
We're reviewing that and at this point in time | can't
advise the member whether there's going to be any
changes. We have held in abeyance any new applica-
tions until the review is completed but that doesn't
necessarily mean that Crown lands won't be sold in
the future. Wearereviewing the policy, Mr.Chairman,
to see if there were any inequities in the program, to
review the entire question of Crown lands.

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, there are no new
applications being received. There were anumber of
applications that were in the process. Have any of
those applications been furthered since the 17th of
November, and any parcels of land recommended for
sale of that group in which the applications were
already in the mill and coming to the Minister and to
the PLUC Committee for approval to sell, have any of
those been approved for sale since November 17th, of
the old applications prior to November 17th?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, if | understand correctly,
the member said thatany application that was received
after the 17th?

MR. ORCHARD: The Minister indicated that there
have been no new applications received because,
boom, you've shut ‘em down.

MR. ADAM: No.

MR. ORCHARD: Okay, then the Minister can correct
that because | think that's what he said.

MR.ADAM: No,therewere applications received but,
as of December 9th, when the decision was made to
hold processing any further applications, all applica-
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tions prior to that which were in the mill were to be
processed, is my understanding. But any new appli-
cations after December9 would be held in abeyance
until the review was completed.

MR. ORCHARD: Of the applications that were
received up to December 9, have any of those applica-
tions received a recommendation for sale and have
those lands been sold?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, all the applications that
had been received prior to December 9 are being
processed and | don’t know at what stage they are,
there are different stages. There may be some that
would be comingto PLUC, as the member mentioned
awhile ago, those that have been rejected by depart-
ments for one reason or another. Some of those may
be comingto PLUC but all those applications that had
beenin the process, they are still proceeding butthey
may be at various levels in the process of transfer or
whatever.

MR. ORCHARD: Then, do| takeitfrom the Minister’s
answer, that since December 9 there has notbeen any
Crown lands sold on applications that were made
prior to December 9, some as long ago as July, 1981.

MR.ADAM: No, thatis not correct. All those applica-
tions thatwerereceived priorto December9arebeing
proceeded with.

MR.ORCHARD: IftheMinister doesn’'thaveittonight
would he provide me withinformation as to parcels of
land, Crown lands that have been sold since December
9 on applications we received prior to December 9.

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, there would be Orders-in-
Councils. We deal with them every week, there are
some going through. That information is public and
all the member has to do is go down to wherever the
records are kept.

But, Mr. Chairman, just on a point of order, we are
dealing with the Department of Natural Resources
here in dealing with this question. But if the member
wants to talk about the Provincial Land Use Commit-
tee which deals with those Crown lands that have
been rejected by one of the departments, that’s an
issue that | can deal as a member of the PLUC Com-
mittee, but when we get into a wide-ranging discus-
sion of how many lands have been processed, how
many parcels and so on, well you're really dealing
with the Department of Natural Resources then.

MR. ORCHARD: Could the Minister then provide me
with a breakdown — | know the PLUC Committee
always had the chart set up of total applications,
number rejected, number approved, number requir-
ing Ministerial decision at the PLUC Committee level
— could the Minister provide me with the latest status
quo onthoseapplicationsreceived prior to December
9?

MR. ADAM: Yes. | believe then, Mr. Chairman, that
we would be able to provide the member with that up
until December 9.

MR. ORCHARD: That won’t do because I've seen the
one up to December 9. | would like to see the latest
one which deals with applications received up until
December 9. | hopethe Ministerisn’t shutting me off
at December 9.

MR. ADAM: No, no. There will be some lands that
probably have been processed after December 9,
that’'s what the member means. That’s correct, that’s
okay.

MR.ORCHARD: Very good, then.Onefinal question,
does the Minister support the sale of agricultural
Crown land to leaseholders?

MR. ADAM: Mr. Chairman, we're looking at that.
There could be some meritand we'll bereviewing that
and making a decision within two or three weeks, |
presume.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Honourable
Attorney-General.

HON. ROLAND PENNER (FortRouge): Yes, thiswas
justin referenceto the Honourable Member for Pem-
bina's previous question. The Ministeris right. These
matters come up under Natural Resources.

With respect to the sale of Crown land, every week
there is 3, 4, 5, or 6 of them and they go through by
way of O.C. and they're a matter of public record.

MR. GOURLAY: The Minister made reference to pol-
icy problems with respect to LGD lands. We passed
that area where we should have discussed that but |
wonder if the Minister would mind just relating whether
or not he plans on changing those policy recommen-
dations withrespectto LGD lands or has he changed
the policy that was brought in, | think, September,
October of 1981.

MR.ADAM: Wearereviewingthatatthe presenttime.

MR. GOURLAY: No changes have been made to
date, then?

MR. ADAM: No, the problems are just being brought
to our attention now and we're taking a look at it.

MR. GOURLAY: What are the main problems that
have been brought to your attention, Mr. Minister?
You mentioned one area. Are there other areas?

MR. ADAM: One of the complaints that have been
brought to our attention about the policy was the
interest rates; that the municipalities would have to
charge 1 percent above prime which in some areas
has stopped all sale of LGD land.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Item7.(a) Salaries—pass;
7.(b) Other Expenditures—pass.

RESOLVED that there be granted to Her Majesty a
sum not exceeding $298,300 for Municipal Affairs,
Provincial P{anning for the fiscal year ending the 31
dayof March, 1983—pass.

Item 8. Canada-Manitoba Northern Development
Agreement. There is no particular expenditures in
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here. | would like to ask the direction of the Commit-
tee in dealing with this. This might be an opportunity
for some comments if they wish, Mr. Minister.

Mr. Minister, do you want to make some comments
on that?

MR. ADAM: The information that we have here, Mr.
Chairman, is that Northern Planning is included as
Canada-ManitobaNorthern Development Agreement.
No funds are shown since the Northland Program is
all included in the Canada-Manitoba Enabling Vote,
page 114, and the total Northern Planning Branch is
$201,900, that's all we have on that. It willbe shown in
the Enabling Vote, Mr. Chairman.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Are there any further
commentsonltem8? Okay, let's go then to the Minis-
ter's Salary. Item 1.(a)—pass.

The Member for Swan River.

MR. GOURLAY: | just have abrief comment to make.
Earlier we discussed the Main Street Manitoba Pro-
gram and the Minister has assured us that this will be
approved through Cabinet next week and that he will
beannouncing furtherinformationintheHouse when
thatis cleared through Cabinet. | wouldjustlike to say
that we're looking forward to hearing further details
onthatprogram.|think thatweonthis side agree with
the concept, and | would think that there'll be a
number of applications received from various parts of
the province to take advantage of that Main Street
Program.

Also, with respect to the Assessment Review Com-
mittee’s recommendations, | think we had a fairly
good discussion with respect to that report. | would
again urge the Minister to have some consultation
with the Minister of Urban Affairs and the Municipal
Advisory Committee with respect to proceeding with
the recommendations, and trying to get the assess-
ment recommendations resolved as quickly as possi-
ble but, not without a good consultation and dialogue
with the municipal people.

MR. ADAM: Well, Mr. Chairman, | want to thank the
Member for Swan River whois the critic for Municipal
Affairs for his co-operation. | want to also thank my
staff for the support that they have given me. They
have been very helpful, I'm sure as they are to most
Ministers. We will certainly try and proceed as soon as
possible with the recommendations and deal with
them at least and also the Main Street Program will be
dealt with as soon as possible.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Item 1 (a) Minister's
Salary—pass.

Resolution 94. RESOLVED THAT there be granted
to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $2,475,100 for
Municipal Affairs, General Administration for the fis-
cal year ending the 31st Day of March 1983—pass.

That completes the Estimates for the Department of
Municipal Affairs.

Committee rise

SUPPLY — EDUCATION

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): This
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Committee willcometo order. Weare continuing with
the Education Estimates. Item 1. Departmental Admi-
nistrative Support Services, specifically, Item 1.(e)(1)
Salaries.

The Honourable Member for Tuxedo.

MR. GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): Mr. Chairman, | think
when we left off | was just asking the Minister about
where we ought to cover a number of topics. She
indicated that it should be later down theroad some-
wherebut| don'tknowif shegavemearesponseasto
just where.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister.

HON. MAUREEN HEMPHILL (Logan): Mr. Chairman,
since there isn’t any specific section to cover those
points, | suggest that the Member for Tuxedo cover
them wherever he thinks it's most appropriate.

MR. FILMON: However often he thinks is approp-
riate? Mr. Chairman, with respect to Teacher Certifi-
cation, | wonder if the Minister could indicate the
number of teachers employed, their classifications
and average salaries in the province.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, the information
that the member is requesting we're quite happy to
provide. It's fairly extensive and we will have to pro-
vide that for him. Do you want a summary of the
numbers of teachers under the different classifica-
tions, sort of a general summary of teachers and their
classifications?

MR. CHAIRMAN: |.(e)(1)—pass.
The Member for Tuxedo.

MR. FILMON: Could the Minister indicate, Mr.
Chairman, what the numbers of teachers are in train-
ingatthevariousinstitutionsthathaveteachereduca-
tion programs in the province and perhaps the number
that are expected to graduate this year?

HON.MAUREEN HEMPHILL (Logan): Mr.Chairman,
the number of teachers being trained in the different
institutions, I'll read the following: University of
Manitoba, 35I; Winnipeg, 110; St. Boniface, 28; Bran-
don, regularand music, 101; Brandon, the PENT Pro-
gram, 3; Brandon, BUNTEP, 19; Red River Commun-
ity College, Vocational Industrial, 10; Red River
Community College, Industrial Arts, 18; Red River
Community College, Business Education, 12, for a
total of 652.

MR. FILMON: How many are expected to be graduat-
ing this year, Mr. Chairman, or was that the numbers?
That was the number expected to graduate, | see. So,
since many of these programs are several years in
duration the enrolment is obviously considerably
higher. The Minister canindicateif thereis a figure on
total enrolment without breaking it down amongst
institutions. | wonder if the Minister can indicate
whether there is a reasonable expectation that there
will be jobs for these 652 who are graduatingthis year.

MRS. HEMPHILL: We have the figures for last year,
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Mr. Chairman; 72 percent of them were employed
from those who graduated last year.

MR. FILMON: Employed in Manitoba or 72 percent
were employed, in total, in teaching?

MRS. HEMPHILL: 72 percent were employed in
teaching. Some left the province and some would
have goneintoemploymentinotherareas, notdirectly
into teaching; 72 percent is the number that were
employed directly in their graduate positions.

MR. FILMON: Can the Minister indicate whether or
not there is a reasonable expectation that this year’s
graduates will all be employed or what percentage.
The 72 percent, was there a comparable number?
Was last year’'s number 650 approximately or were
there more trained last year or less?

MRS. HEMPHILL: The number of graduates have
been fairly stable in the last few years. The expecta-
tions are that the employment opportunities will be as
good as they were last year for this year's graduates.
We don't have the exact figures.

MR. FILMON: In view of the fact that there appear to
be because of declining enrolments, fewer total
numbers of teachers are going to be employed cer-
tainly from some of the newspaper accounts of
boards forming their budgets this coming year. There
appear to be slight declines in various different div-
isions. Does the Minister then expect that more of
them will be going outside the province to seek
employment?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | do not expect at
this point that more will be going outside, more will be
leaving the province to find employment. The declin-
ing enrolment is still a factor but the previous two
years, '78,'79, ‘80 were the worst years, were the peak
years of the decline. It is not as bad this year; it is
beginningtostabilize. We have, | believe done a better
job of identifying or we are improving our ability per-
haps might be a better way to say it, our ability to
indicate where the needs are. While the overall needs
for teachers may be held in a stable position because
ofthe student population, there are certain categories
and certain programs and courses where the needs
are very high. We are not yet in all cases even able to
meet our own requirements in this province, so that
perhaps larger numbers of them are being approp-
riately counselled and guided into these areas such as
the Special Need category.

MR. FILMON: | wonder if the Minister could indicate
what are the Special Needs categories where there
are opportunities and positions that are being left
unfilled, then.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Probably the greatest difficulty
that we would be having now is, it's not unlike many
other fields or professional areas where they have
difficulty getting highly skilled, specialized people in
the more ruraland remote areas where they still have
children who need those services but they do nothave
people in their community or are not able to attract
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people to those positions. That would be one of the
areas, | think, that would be obvious.

| think it's fair to say too, that when you bring in a
program or expand a program such as was done by
the previous government, where you expanded con-
siderably in a short period of time in that one year, it
does take awhile for the system to catch up. In other
words, just because you decide to do something and
approve a program doesn’'t mean that the people and
the programs are there overnight. It takes time to
identifythem;to hirethem;to develop the programsin
the first place in the school divisions. | think that
school divisions are moving in that direction and
developing the programs and hiring the people as
they have them in place.

MR. FILMON: What's the nature of these programs
that the Minister is referring to?

MRS.HEMPHILL: Perhapsonewayofidentifyingthe
programs would be to talk about the personnel that
are providing the programs.

In the Special Needs area we have clinicians; spe-
cial needs co-ordinators; we have psychologists; we
havesocial workers. These are now people where the
school division can develop programs for their child-
ren, apply andgetsupportforthat personnelforthose
special people.

MR. FILMON: So we are referring specifically there
to children with special needs, whether they be learn-
ing disabilities or so on. | was wondering, more par-
ticularly, about having qualified staff perhapsto teach
in areas such as vocational industrial education and
that sort of thing; whether that is an area of greater or
lesser need than general specialists; whether or not
therearegreaterorlesserneeds forpeopletoteachin
immersion programs, whether they be French, Ger-
man, Ukrainian, all of which are available now
throughout various divisions and so on? | wasn't only
referring to the Learning Disabled or Special Needs
Children.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr.Chairman, we do haveincreas-
ing needs in a number of areas and some of the ones
were the ones the Member for Tuxedo identified.
There is an increasing need in the vocationaltraining
programs andwehaveandareincreasingthenumbers
of people that are being taken into those programs
who will be trained.

Another example, | suppose, would be the child
care services where we know there is goingto be an
expansion in that program and we have doubled the
capacity of Red River Community College in this
budgetyearto begin to meetthat particular increase
need, recognizing that it will not all be done in this
budget year and that there will have to be further
expansion again.

Oneofthestudies that theresearch branch under-
took, | think it was last year, that | found quite interest-
ing, was astudy on teacher placement, Mr. Chairman.
And while | don’t have the exact results here, in gen-
eral, | cansaythattheyidentified one of our problems
as not necessarily having the numbers of teachers or
the kinds of teachers that we needed, but the inap-
propriate or, if | might use, the allocation of those
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personnel resources in the schools. One of the areas
that was clearly identified was the ability to teach in
the core orthe immersion programs where there were
teachers who had academic background and training
to handle some programs, but who had been time-
tabled or booked into other courses.

So, perhaps where we have deficiencies one of the
things we will have to look at more seriously is not just
retraining, orimproving orincreasing the training, but
the redeployment or use of the teaching staff that we
have presently.

MR. FILMON: | think that not only in teaching butin
anyformofeducation thereis adifficulty in matching
student choices with the needs that are out there in
the employment field for which they are training and
thathasnotonlytodowitheducationbutithastowith
virtually every trade, occupation, career that there is
training available for in the various institutions
throughout our province and any other province. |
think that has always been a problem. | think over the
years as a result of guidance and counseling and
career information opportunities that have been
improved and enhanced with the school system, that
we started more to marry the needs with the opportun-
itiesandthepeople cominginoneend,comingcloser
to matching the people required at the other end.
WhatI'm wondering is, what specifically the Minis-
ter feels couldbe donetoimprove thatevenmore soif
she hasidentified, asshe hasforme,thattherearestill
areasinwhichtheneeds exceedthenumberswhoare
graduating, whereas there appear to be 28 percent of
the graduates who are not finding employment in the
field for which they're trained, i.e. teaching. So what
does she ieel can be done to improve that situation?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | think thisis avery
important question and one that doesn’t have just dne
simple answer but that we're going to have to attack
from a number of different ways. We haverecognized
it and, | think, some work has been done before and
we will be continuing it.

Certainly in the areaof counseling for students and
the career development programs, | think there has
been a lot of work done in the past. We have done a
special two-day career symposium where students by
the hundreds were brought in from all over the pro-
vince. One of the things we must do is make them
aware of the expanding fields. new jobs, new technol-
ogies and new opportunities so they're not thinking
that everybody is going to grow up tobe anurse ora
doctor or the jobs in the field that everybody knows
about.

It's also important | think, that we work closely with
the Deans and people in the universities and in the
colleges, that there be a continuing examination of
the areas in the fields that are declining and where
there isn't a high job requirement; as much informa-
tion as we can get about the fields of the future; the
places where there is most likely to be job opportuni-
ties and security; and to do the best job that we can to,
if not to push students, but to inform them, give them
as much information as possible so thatthey’'re mak-
ing good choices.

MR. FILMON: Although | was giving anexample ofall
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occupations I'm more particularly concerned under
these Estimates thatweare training sufficient numbers
of teachers which obviously we are but perhaps notin
the right field. So to avoid the disappointment, dis-
couragement, that occurs when considerable numbers
of people who have trained, in some cases, 2, 3, 4
years beyond general, in some cases, with second
degress and other things, find that there isn't
employment, to try and avoid that and | know it's not
possible to avoid it entirely. | guess | just want some
assurance that this is an ongoing concern and priority
of the department, to better marry the input-output
into the teaching profession.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | mentioned that
there was close liaison and discussion between the
Department of Education, faculties and school divi-
sions to improve our information distribution to stu-
dents in this way.

One of the improvements has been that faculties
survey school divisions and they determine, they ask
them what their needs are going to be and it gives
them some idea of where the major requirements are
and that affects the numbers that they take in to the
different courses and different programs. So to that
extent, they are attempting to meet the needs in the
field.

MR. FILMON: We're aware of many more teachers
leaving the profession, notjust to enter political life as
some of our colleaguesin the Chamber haveinrecent
years, but to change professions or careers in mid-
stream and gointo avariety of different opportunities.
We hear a lot of talk about teacher burnout at young
ages —atleastyoung from my perspective —andI’'m
justwonderingifthisis causing concerns with respect
tobeing ableto havesufficientnumbers of good, well
qualified teachers attracted to the profession for the
future and whether or not this is part of the overall
Manpower planning, person-power planning, that we
have undergoing in the education field as well.

MRS. HEMPHILL: The Member for Tuxedo has iden-
tified an area that is of great concern to everybody
and that | have discussed at considerable length, both
with the Teachers’ Society, the trustees and with the
many teacher groups thatl havespokentoin the last
five months.

Unfortunately, the burnout is not an indication of
lack of effort. It's anindication, often, of atremendous
amount of effort by tremendously good people and
whatis happening is that we are often losing some of
the most dedicated, hardest working teachers in the
profession. The reasons, we know. I'm not sure the
solutions are as clear but wehavebegunto talk about
them which | think is, at least, a step in the right
direction.

One of the big reasons that | find, when | say it the
teachers tell me that | am right, is not just the amount
of work they're doing, not just the tremendous
increased pressuresin theirjobandthe tremendously
increasing demands, because now teachersarebeing
asked, not just to teach, but they’re beingaskedto be
parents, they're being asked to be social workers,
they're being asked to do and fill many of the holes
that are caused by the unstable society that we have
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today, but they are not getting much credit and
recognition for the work thattheyare doing. In other
words, they feel that they are under a great deal of
pressure, stress and demands to continue doing their
old job, which is teaching kids basics, reading and
writing and arithmetic, to continue taking on all these
new jobs, this tremendously expanding role and pres-
sures and with very little recognition, that they're
doing it well.

Sometimes | think the hardest thing is not hard
work and pressure but lack of credit and recognition
forit,sol have begun tospeak out publicly about the
stress and pressures on teachers, about theincreased
demands, and being very supportive to them for the
job that they are doing.

Wealsoaregoingtohavetotalktothemandlook at
the school system and decide what we can reasona-
bly expect our teachers to do and to continue doing,
to fill these holes. So hopefully, if we raise the issue
publicly and we will begin to recognize the work that
is being done by the teachers of the province and the
pressure and strains that they areunderand do what-
ever we can to release those pressures so that we're
notlosing the valuable resource that we have spent so
much time creating.

MR. FILMON: Some of the teachers with whom |
speak and of whom I've heard, | think are also leaving
for lack of challenge or interest. Is there something
the Minister feels pertains to the system that fails to
keepthem motivated, challenged, interested in carry-
ing on with their profession, looking to change for
other careers, more for goal orientation and the chal-
lenges thatthey provide?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Yes, | do think that is a problem
and it's one that | usually mention when I'm talking
abouttheproblem,exceptI'mtryingtonotexpandmy
answers to take in everything that I've ever thought of
about the different issues.

I do notthink thatteachershave alot of opportunity
to be creative or to do things in their school class-
rooms to develop and designthem. | think some of the
programs that we will be looking at and some of the
ways we will be looking at doing them, will be to
involve teachers more in the field with whatis goingto
happen and with what is happening in the classroom.
I'm thinking in a number of ways, particularly of cur-
riculum development where — we'll get into this later
— we do a very good job of planning the curriculum
and developingit. | think we fall down when it comes
to implementation in the field and with working and
having the teachers helpdesignand help develop it. |
think if they could initiate and create and develop
perhaps a little bit more, that we all need to expand
and change what we do to keep our interests up and
teachersaren't any different. So, | think we do have to
look for ways to allow them and give them those
opportunities so we don'tboth exhaustthemand bore
them. We don’t want to do either one.

MR. FILMON: | guess that the Minister will be on the
horns of a dilemma because | thought | heard some
comments either from her or from others at the Mani-
toba Teachers’ Society Annual Meeting about too
many changes and too rapid changes and the frustra-
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tions of trying to implement new curricula and so on.
So, I guess the Minister will have to weigh the benefits
and the consequences of the challenges that she and
I'm sure many, myself included, would like to see as
part of the teaching profession along with the resist-
ance to change that's natural in people in all profes-
sions and all fields and that sometimes manifests
itself in frustrations that they have in dealing with the
changes.

The Minister — and | should have referred to this
earlier —saidthatone of theareas of growingneedin
instruction was in child care, at least | think that was
the reference she made. | wondered if she was refer-
ring to the training of instructors for early childhood
education or day-care workers or if this is a different
initiative.

MRS. HEMPHILL: | was referring to the expansion in
the field of day care. Perhaps we could get into dis-
cussions of that program under the Community
Colleges.

MR. FILMON: | wonder if the Minister could indicate
whether she believes that the Teacher Certification
function as part of her department is properly vested
in the Department of Education and if thisshouldbe a
continuing responsibility of the Department of
Education.

MRS. HEMPHILL: The structure in the system that
we have in place in Manitoba presently is one that is
used across Canada and, in fact, in North America.
The Departments of Education do have the responsi-
bility for Teacher Certification.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, does that mean that she
disagrees with the position that | believe is put for-
ward by the Manitoba Teachers’ Society that the
teachers under a professional act should be respon-
sible for certification rather than the Department of
Education?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, it's my understand-
ing that the Teachers’ Society is talking more about
being involved in the classification area and not the
certification; that would still remain the function with
the Department of Education and that they would
becomeinvolved; thisis theirwishtobecomeinvolved
in the classification of teachers.

MR. FILMON: But the certification aspect, the Minis-
ter believes, should continue to be the prerogative of
the Department of Education?

MRS. HEMPHILL: The question of theroleand func-
tion of the certification branch is not something that |
have either looked at or given tremendous considera-
tion to. So, | suppose | can say that at this point, the
roles of the departments as they exist presently will
continuetoexistthatwayuntilwehavetime toreview
whether we think that is a reasonable role and func-
tion for them.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, is the Minister then
saying that she doesn’'t necessarily believe that
certification should be the prerogative of the
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Department of Education?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | think that what |
am saying is that| am happy with it at the present time
and unless | review it and consider it and find some
reason to not be as happy with it as | am now, there
will be no change.

MR. FILMON: Has the Minister had an opportunity to
—since | think we maybe touched on some aspects of
the issue in the last few minutes —- has the Minister
had an opportunity to review the 20-20 proposal of the
Manitoba Teachers’ Society and is she in a position to
give us any of her opinions on it at the moment?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | havenotbeenina
position to review that issue. | have meetings set up
with the Teachers' Society, | think within about two
weeks, and the purpose of the meetingisto review the
resolutions thatwerepassed at their conventionand|
understand that will be one of them that they will be
presenting to me.

MR. FILMON: HastheMinisterhadan opportunity to
discuss either with the MTS or with her department
the proposal for a teachers’ professional bill which |
believe is in existence and has been discussed by the
Teachers’ Society in the pastand | believe is still one
of their objectives?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | have presently
two meetings scheduled with the Teachers’ Society.
The oneistoreview resolutions and | believe that one
of the two or three items on the agenda for the June
meeting is the professional bill. | have not yethad a
chance to discuss that with them.

MR.FILMON: Sincethe Minister, | believe, has médin-
tained a close liaison in the past with the Manitoba
Teachers’' Society and has been in close communica-
tion, does she have any views on the advisability of a
teacher’s professional bill for the province?

MRS. HEMPHILL: | must say, Mr. Chairman, that in
the course of learning a very complicated job one of
the things | have found is that it is very important to
not prejudgeissues and to listen to the people thatare
presenting them to you. Inother words | am waiting to
hear, not just the recommendation but the rationale,
the reasons, the supporting documentation and
information that they will present to me when we
discuss this issue before making a judgment.

MR. FILMON: Will the Minister also consult closely
with parents, administrators and elected officials at
the school board level prior to making her judgments
on various things including the resolutions of the
Teachers’' Society and the proposed teacher’s profes-
sional bill?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr.Chairman, | believe one of the
things | have been doing since | took office is making
myself available at quite considerable lengths to all
groups, organizations and people to discuss any
number of issues or problems that they want to dis-
cuss. Itis the result of hearing from and talking to the

wide variety of groups and people that | believe I've
been able to identify and understand some of the
problems, concerns and issues that are facingus right
now.

To the degree that | can, we have discussed having
interorganizational agendas on topics that are of
commonconcerntoallofthemand going as faraswe
can to make decisions or to deal withissues together
in trying to eliminate the numbers of things where
people have to take conflict or opposite positions. So
when we have been dealing with issues to date that
have an effect or a position from a number of organi-
zations, | meet and discuss the issue with all of them
and if | can, | bring them together to discuss the
issues.

MR. FILMON: | think, Mr. Chairman, that it would be
difficult toinclude noninvolved or nonbiased, shall we
say, parents as well as other members of the general
community with respect to these issues. | think it
would be important for the Minister in discussing
thingsofthenatureofthe proposaltolimit class sizes
to 20 students and limit the hours of instruction for
teachers to 20 per week or the various pros and cons
of a professional bill for the teachers.

There's no question that however much we might
admire and hopeto support teachers, they dohavea
special interest in various proposals that they're
bringing forward just as any special interest group
does. The responses which may come to their prop-
osals may not only come from organized groups such
as MAST or the school principal’'s group or others,
they may well come from the general public and par-
ents who have a very grave stake in the interest of the
future education of their children. I think it's asimpor-
tant to listen to these unorganized groups who will not
necessarily appear in the interorganizational get-
togethers that the Minister has, as to all of the others.

MRS. HEMPHILL: | don’t think there is a question
there but| willrespondtothethought. | mustsaythat
I'm pleased to hear the ideas of the Member for
Tuxedo because he is supporting what | have been
saying very clearly, | believe, since | took office and
talking about and thatis the importance of involving
parents and the public and the community in things
thataffecttheir children and theirschool.lhavebeen
saying thatall along thatthey are one of the partners, |
supposeis a way to describeit, and that how they feel
and what they believe is as important as what we
believe in our professionul or elected capacities.

MR. FILMON: In Item (e),Mr.Chairman, after Teacher
Certification, is noted Records. | wonder could the
Minister indicate what Records are kept on either
teachers orstudents with respect to the public school
system.

MRS.HEMPHILL: We maintain academic records for
grade 10to 12 students. Weissue transcripts for those
students. We maintain the teacher certification
records. We maintain all types of information on
teachers data on teachers, academic qualifications,
classifications, years of experience.

MR. FILMON: What is the policy with respectto the
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confidentiality of these records, Mr. Chairman?

MRS.HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, thepolicyrelated to
the question of access that the member has raised is
thattheinformation on student records is considered
confidential but it is accessible to students and par-
ents. Itis accessibleto teachers. If itis an individual it
is privileged but on aggregate it is all right. In other
words, teachers could have access to aggregate
information for the purpose of research, or could not
have access to an individual student’s records.

MR. FILMON: An individual student’s records are
only accessible by the student himself or herself or
the student’s parents. Is that what the Minister is
saying?

MRS. HEMPHILL: That is correct, or the parents.

MR. FILMON: Does that change if the student is an
adult?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Yes, if the student is 18 it is res-
tricted to the student.

MR. FILMON: With respect to the teachers’ records,
to whom are they accessible, or by whom are they
accessible?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, those records are
available to the teacher himself or herself only.

MR. FILMON: Why are they kept by the department
then, Mr. Chairman? If they’re only for the purpose of
the teacher, thatteacher could keep them themselves.
Obviously, the department must need them for some
purpose.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, once again, records
on the individual are totally confidential, but the
aggregate information will sometimes be used for
research purposes by different branches of the
department and some of the information that is kept,
which is the classification of teachers, has an affect
on salary and the amount of money that we expect will
be required. One of the examples where the material
was used is in the study to develop teacher needs
where we use the aggregate information in the study.

MR.FILMON: Ifanindividual schoolboard wished to
determine the qualifications or the certification status
of a certain individual who it was thinking of hiring,
are the records not available on the consent of the
teacher applying for a position?

MRS.HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, it's my understand-
ing that they're always available with the consent of
the teacher.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, what records are
required by the department to be kept by schools with
respect to either teachers or students?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, some of the infor-
mation that would be required by school divisions on
teachers would be theiracademic qualifications, their
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classification and verification of their teaching
experience.

MR. FILMON: And on students?

MRS. HEMPHILL: The information that would be
required for students would be the courses they had
completed, the standing in those courses, their marks,
credits that they had obtained.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, with respectto the third
part of Item (e), Education Data, what services are
provided under that general topic and to whom?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, that information is
the information that | gave before on what was col-
lected, the data that was collected regarding teachers.
It is a teacher information system and it gives data
about teachers related to classification, academic
skills and experience.

MR. FILMON: Sothedataservicesarejustthecollec-
tion and utilization of that information and it's all tied
into the Teacher Certification and Records, there’s
nothing else in the Education Data?

MRS. HEMPHILL: No.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Item 1.(e)(1)—pass; Item 1.(e)(2)
Other Expenditures—pass; (e)—pass; 1.(f) Manage-
ment Information Services, 1.(f)(1) Salaries.

The Member for Tuxedo.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, | think that this is a new
branch, if I'm not mistaken, so I'd like to know how
many people are involved and what is its function?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, the Member for
Tuxedoisquite correct whenhe suggests that thisis a
new branch. It was created though from what existed
in the department. It is a consolidation of both staff
and equipment and resources to better provide com-
puter data information to the Department of Educa-
tion and to the Community Colleges. It's my under-
standing that this consolidation and movement of
people and resources took place last year and we are
showing it in this budget year as a new department.

MR. FILMON: Doesitrepresentan addition of staff to
the overall complement oris it just a reallocation and
transfer of staff that were existent and what are its
prime functions; the computer data information that
it's providing, to whom and for what purpose?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, it does not include
any additional staff man years. It was all done within
the existing personnel of the Department of Educa-
tion. It provides a number of services. One of themis it
acts as a service unit for the whole department. Prior
to this reorganization, | think there weredatainforma-
tion systems in 12 budgets, orin 12 different areas, so
that it definitely is providing more co-ordinated, con-
solidated information to the department. It provides
an academic service to the Community College.
There is a linkage with the computer training course
that is at the Red River Community College. One of
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the increases in the budget is recognizing the tre-
mendous increase of 62.2 percent in students receiv-
ing computer services from the Management Infor-
mation Service that they have put in 14 additional
terminals. That is one of the major parts of the pro-
gram. It provides data processing service for the
administration, for the Department of Education
Administrative Branch. It provides for collection and
retrieval ofinformation, a much more efficient collec-
tion and retrieval of information within the depart-
ment and between the Department of Education and
the Red River Community College.

MR.DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, ConradSantos (Burrows):
The Member for Tuxedo.

MR. FILMON: What are the 14 additional terminals
being used for and where are they located?

MRS. HEMPHILL: They are for the Computer Analy-
sis Course at Red River Community College and
that's where they are located. Thatis the course that|
suggested had such a tremendous increase in the
numbers of students. Yes, itwasa 29-percentincrease
in 1981 and it is up to 1,103 students, a 62-percent
increase this year.

MR. FILMON: | guess I'm alittle confused as to why it
would be part of the Central Administrative Budget
when it's really being used fortraining purposes atthe
Community College or, at least, that’s what I'm inter-
preting the Minister is saying.

MRS.HEMPHILL: Mr.Chairman,it’'smyunderstand-
ing that we are providing both services — | suppose
thisis a supportservice —to the Community College,
where we're providing the service to the Department
of Education. With the same people and the same
equipment we are providing services to the college for
their expanded computer program.

MR. FILMON: To whom are these people responsi-
ble, to the Community College Instructional Program
or are they responsible to the department?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, my understanding
is that we are providing this service in the name of
efficiency, perhaps, that we are already providing the
administrative service to the college and we are pro-
viding the service within the Department of Educa-
tion. We are using the same people to provide the
computer programming equipment to the students at
Red River Community College. That is the way that it
is presently set up.

MR.FILMON: Whenis the equipment utilized to pro-
vide the administrative services for the department
and for the administrative functions of the Commun-
ity College, during what hours of the day?

MRS. HEMPHILL: The present set-up is that the stu-
dents are using it during the day and the administra-
tion is using it at night.

MR. FILMON: Is the administration of the community
colleges or is that the administration of the Depart-

ment of Education?
MRS. HEMPHILL: The community colleges.

MR. FILMON: When does the administration of the
Department of Education use it?

MRS. HEMPHILL: While the services are being deli-
veredfromthe Departmentof Education, they are not
using all of the same equipment. There is a separa-
tion, both in terms of facility and equipment for the
services that are being provided, and the depart-
ment’s equipment is separate from that which is being
used forthe college.

MR. FILMON: Is the department’s equipment also
being used by the students during the daytime?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Yes.

MR. FILMON: So it's just the community colleges
administration's equipment that is being used during
the eveningsand by the students in the daytime.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Yes.

MR.FILMON: Then why isn’t the equipment a part of
the community college rather a part of the Manage-
ment Information Services of the Department of
Education?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | believe when they
were setting up the program, they felt there would be
benefits in consolidating the equipment and the ser-
vices, and in sharing the resources that were needed
by both the college and the Department of Education.
In other words, the benefits came from not just reor-
ganizing, coordinating and consolidating within the
department, but sharing and meeting the require-
ments of both the college and the Department of Edu-
cation in the organization and service that they
established.

MR. FILMON: In view of the fact that students are
utilizing the equipment, are there sufficient controls
on the confidentiality of the information that is being
processed for the department?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, thatis a concern or
a factor that was already recognized and we have
established adequate con’rols.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, perhaps we can pass
H1)?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1. (f)(1)—pass.
1. (H(2).

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, | wonder if the Minister
couldindicate what that amount of almost $1.2 million
is for.

MRS. HEMPHILL: | can give the member opposite,
that is the Other Expenditures. Would you like me to
list the Other Expenditures? | can, | will hit
the highlights.
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Your Analyst Course is $176,000; the High School
Network is $334,000; Manitoba Data Services,
$121,000; Film Booking, $68,200; University of Mani-
toba, $48,000; Paper Supply, $96,000; Computer-
related Equipment, Terminals, Lines and Data Prepa-
ration, Data 100, $140,000; excuse me, the Data
Preparationis $106,000 and separate from the others
that | just mentioned.

MR. FILMON: The Minister's reference to computer-
related equipment, is that for purchase of equipment
or cost of time purchase, time rental, whatever?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, that is essentially
the cost of leasing equipment.

MR. FILMON: What is the amount of $48,000 to the
University of Manitoba for?

MRS. HEMPHILL: We are on a post-secondary net-
work at the University of Manitoba. We do the admi-
nistrative processing for the college that we des-
cribed before through the University of Manitoba.

MR. FILMON: If you have the equipment and the ter-
minals at the college, how do you do it through the
University of Manitoba?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, wearea member of
a post-secondary network and as such we share
equipment and facilities and the terminals from the
Department of Education are directly connected to
the University of Manitoba.

MR. FILMON: So, is the Minister saying the central
processing unitis atthe U of M and the terminals are
at the college?

MRS. HEMPHILL: For administrative purposes, yes;
for students, no.

MR. FILMON: What was the amount of $68,200 for
Film Booking? What does that entail?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, it's an automated
film booking system where the speakers book films
thatthey require or want for their classrooms.

MR. FILMON: What speakers, Mr. Chairman, are we
speaking about? All the teachers in the Province of
Manitoba having access to this or colleges divisionor
the universities?

MRS. HEMPHILL: That service’'s materials are avail-
able to the teachers in the school system.

MR. FILMON: What was the amount, Mr. Chairman,
can the Minister amplify on the amountthat she said
was for the Computer Analyst Course?

MRS. HEMPHILL: $176,000.00. That amount of
money, Mr. Chairman, is mainly the amount of money
that is required for leasing the Hewlitt-Packard com-
puter which gives us 30 terminals that are available
for students.

MR. FILMON: Well again, Mr. Chairman, without
belabouring the point, I'd have to wonder why it
shows up in this budget instead of in the correspond-
ing budget at the Community College. | realize it has
to be spent, it just doesn’t seem to me to be approp-
riate in this section. However, we’'ll leave it at that and
say (f)(2)—pass.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: (f)(2)—pass. That com-
pletes the item under 1. (f). Now we go to 2. under
Research; (a) Salaries.

The Honourable Member for Tuxedo.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, | wonder if the Minister
canindicate how many personnel are in the research
section and whether there's been an increase or a
decrease.

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): The
Honourable Minister.

MRS.HEMPHILL: Itisadecreaseof0.1percentanda
salary decrease of $400 as a result of reclassification
ofavacantresearch positionto alowerlevelandthere
is no additional SMYs in that.

MR. FILMON: Whatresearch projects, Mr. Chairman,
havebeen completed during the year?

MRS. HEMPHILL: I'll just give a summary of the
research projects, Mr. Chairman: A Vocation Educa-
tion Study; TV Ontario Project and Assessment; An
Evaluation of the First Two Years of the English-
Ukrainian Bilingual Program; An Evaluation of the
Pilot Vocational Data Processing Program; Core
French Pilot Project Implementation Assessment;
CoreFrench Pilot Project Effective Connotive Assess-
ment; The CAIl ‘80 Project and Assessment; CAI
Computer Assisted Instruction; Intentionof Grade 12
Students 1982; Vocational Education Needs of the
Mystery Lake School District; A Comparison of
Teacher Qualifications and Teaching Assignments
that | mentioned previously; Manitoba Report — In-
Service Educationand Training of Teachers; A Back-
groud Paper on Foreign Students in Elementary and
Secondary Schools in Manitoba; Education in the
Children of One-Parent Families — A Background
Paper; The Effective Declining Enrolment; Superin-
tendents Perceptions; Study of a Low-Profile School
— River Heights School, Brandon, Manitoba; General
Education Development Tests; Selected Student Atti-
tudes 1973-1980.

MR. FILMON: Those were all studies that have been
completed during the year, what projects or studies
are currently underway?

MRS.HEMPHILL: Projects in progress are: Artistsin
SchoolS Program: Co-Operative Vocational Educa-
tion Projects: Career Symposium: River East Micro-
computer Project; International Baccalaureate; Cho-
ices Through Microcomputers, and St. James
Assiniboia Instructional Television Assessment.

MR. FILMON: . . . listed specifically in discussing
core French would the Minister preferitto be under
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this or would she prefer to discuss it under another
item?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | think that might
most appropriately be discussed when we come to
the budget for the bureau.

MR. FILMON: | wonder if the Minister could indicate
any plansthat she has for this branch in the near term.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, obviously the
branch is going to continue the activities that are
underway, that had been begun before and that they
are in the processing of completing. One of the major
activities that they will be undertaking is assisting my
department in major reviews or studies that we have
identified that we wantto undertake. One of the major
ones, of course, will be the education finance review.
The research department will be involved in that
review and they will also beinvolved in examining and
helping gather information on computer program-
ming in the school divisions. We have a committee
presently looking at this question and the department
will be involved in that.

I might also suggestthatthere has been atendency
to have theresearch branch focus on examination or
study of existing programs andthatthe emphasishas
been on program evaluation which has been very
beneficial. We will continue some of that but | think we
will also use the branch to help give us information
about issues and problems facing us and decisions
and programs that we have to undertake so that we
have adequate information to make decisions on
where to go in computer programming, for instance.
There will be some shift there in their activities.

MR. FILMON: I'm sorry, | don't think | wrote down
how many SMYs there is in the research branch. ’

MRS. HEMPHILL: Twelve.

MR. FILMON: Could the Minister indicate the major
cause for the increase in Other Expenditures; it's
more than doubled so could she indicate the major
components?

MRS. HEMPHILL: The major increase under the
Other Expenditure category is due, in small measure,
to a general increase in costs which accounts for
$6,000 and there is a $60,000 additional amount of
money in this budget for the purpose of helping carry
out the major review activities that we're undertaking,
such asthe educational finance review. We have set
aside an additional $60,000 to cover that major activ-
ity and computer study.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Item No. 2.(a) Salaries—pass; 2.(b)
Other Expenditures—pass. These items were consi-
dered under Resolution No. 50.

Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty a
sum not exceeding $419,700 for Education Research
for the fiscal year ending the 31 day of March
1983—pass.

Continuing with Resolution No. 51. Financial Sup-
port, Public Schools. 3.(a) School Grants and
other Assistance.
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The Honourable Member for Tuxedo.

MR. FILMON: | wonder if the Minister had any spe-
cific introductory remarks on this, | know that her
opening statement largely addressed this topic but |
wondered if she had anything else she wanted to
address before we ask questions. | know that my col-
leagues all had a number of questions in the broad
general area that is covered under Item 3. So if you
would like to open it first, that’s fine. Otherwise we
have a number of areas that we'd like to question her
on.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | think that my
opening statement probably was a sufficient sum-
mary of this area and I'm prepared to receive ques-
tions in this category.

MR. J. WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin-Russell): Mr.
Chairman, I have acoupleof matters I'd like to discuss
with the Minister and the first one, of course, is the
well-known problems we've experienced the last two
weeks at Grandview.

The other one, of course, is Pelly Trail and the
financial problems they're experiencing now is the
Way Way Secappo Band see fit to remove their chil-
dren from those schools, so those are the two sub-
jects I'd like to discuss maybein abroad sense, as my
colleague mentioned.

I wonderifinfactl should risein my place and again
raisethe problemsthatwe'vehadforthelastcouple of
weeks at Grandview, but maybe | think it'd be fair to
discuss it now maybe because of the age of this
school or other schools in this province that this may
cometo light again fairly quickly. | hopenot. It's my
understanding that a similar problem came aboutin
the Beausejour area not so terribly long ago and
although they were able to resolve thatone, but there
has been communication going back and forth
between the two areas.

| thank the Minister and the Health Minister and
their staff for the communication and the help that
we've had with the problems at Intermountain. The
unfortunate part of it is, even as | stand here tonight,
they still haven't found where the problem is. There's
a memo from the Minister today that they can open
the school tomorrow if they leave the heating system
off, etc., but there's snow out there in that country
today, so | wonder if, in fact, they will be able to.

| think | should like to put into the record the
sequence of events of this most unfortunate thing
wherethefirstindication was from whoever it was that
the problem was heat, the medical reports; then, the
next one, they said it was the flu; and then there was
an indication that there was carbon monoxide some
place in the building. It’'s my understanding from par-
ents in the area there that they almost had to demand
ofthe medical professionthattheytakeabloodtestof
these children. There was children laying out on the
grass and the hospital full, so finally the medical pro-
fession did see fit to take some blood tests and carbon
monoxide showed up. | raise the matter should we be
doing more research on schools of the age of the
Grandview School, which has been builtin my timein
this House, atleastthe new portionofitwas, | was part
and parcel of the opening of that. Are these systems
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breaking down because of the fact that there's air
conditioning put in? | don't think there was air condi-
tioning in that school when it was opened, but there's
certainly air conditioning in there now and maybe we
need to go and somebody — now whether it's this
Minister or whetherit's the Department of Labour or
the DepartmentofHealth —better check andseeif, in
fact, that there are other schoolsinthe province that
arein the same condition as the Grandview, or maybe
we don't at all. So | am asking the Minister today for
fundingto pay for this costthat's going to beinvolved,
itis going to be enormous as | understand it, and yet
as | stand here today we still can't find what the fault is
or who's at fault in fact.

The Minister of Health gave me a memo this after-
noon that said that during the past two weeks con-
cerning all the tests having been completed and
repairs made to the air conditioning system, and that
the school routine should return to normal, butit's not
normal because they can't turn the heatingsystemon.
He goes on and says, “I've been assured by my staff
that monitoring of the school environment will con-
tinue for another week or two and the fact that the
heating system although will be nonoperative should
eliminate further problems.” Soit'snotanormalsitua-
tion at all. Then he says, "l understand that your
mechanical and heating consultants, etc., will stay
there for several days.”

So the matter is onethat| think deserves the atten-
tion of this Committee and the House while they pos-
sibly will maybe open the school tomorrow. | doubt it
because of the factthat the snow being out there and |
don't think the children could be asked to sit in a
classroom with the temperatures that we have tonight
without heat.

Then, of course, we discussed the problem of the
students being out of school for two weeks and the
Minister, | have her assurance that she has conversa-
tions with staff in the area and they will not sufferas a
result of it. It's aproblem that certainly has concerned
a lot of people and I'd just like to raise it and draw to
the attention of the Committee and the House that
maybe the Minister or some department of govern-
ment, because I'm sure there's other schools in the
province of the same vintage or that were built the
same time as the Grandview School because there
were a lot of schools built in that time that may be
running into the same problem.

The second one, is the problem of the withdrawal of
the Indian students from the Rossburn School. That,
of course, has been widely publicized by the press,
but as | stand here tonight, and maybe the Minister
has a copy of the Resolution, the Waywayseecappo
Band owe Pelly Trail School Division some $292,000
for tuition fees as of September, 1981. The unfortu-
nate part, the school division had to go and borrow
those monies to offset the outstanding account. It's
an interesting sequence of events that has taken
place. In ‘65, the Waywayseecappo Band bought
space in the Rossburn School and then in 1973 they
bought space in Major Pratt School in Russell. Now
the Band are pulling out, but they want somebody to
pick up that some $76,000 of that space they bought,
butthe unfortunate part of it is they never paid foritin
the first placeand| wonder who’sgoingtobuyit. Soin
‘81 then they opted out of the master tuition agree-
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ment with the province and went on their own. So
apparently the Band made two payments at the end of
June, 1981, as | understand it, to Pelly Trail School
Division but the records show that as of 1981, they
owed, | think it was $121,688 and some cents to Pelly
Trail. So then Pelly Trail started to build the Band at
therate of $1,800 per student; they took it as abroad
average. Atthe end of ‘81, they had some discussions
apparently, as | understand it, the fee had gone up to
$2,181 and there were some adjustments, but the fig-
ure then of the amount owing for these student fees
was $121,688 as | mentioned earlier.

Now for 1982, the tuition fees as at the end of March
wereanother $82,800 and then thereis April, May and
June which will be owing and that will be another
$82,800. Apparently, as | understand it, the Federal
Department of Indian Affairs are paying these funds
directly to the Band, but the Band isn’t turning them
overto Pelly Trail School Division. Pelly Trail School
Division is at a loss as how they can possibly collect
these fees and yet they are being deposited in
accounts by the Band. So the total owing as of the
21st of April, this is thelasttime this matterwas drawn
to my attention, was $292,624.14 to Pelly Trail School
Division as of that date. As | mentioned in the resolu-
tion, the interest on those dollars with today'’s figures
is a staggering figure when Pelly Trail has to go and
borrow the money to cover that capital.

So if the Band moves out at the end of June which
they're threatening to do and now they're in the pro-
cess of rebuilding the old rink that they have on the
reservation, what happens to those debts? How is
Pelly Trail going to come about recovering those
monies that are owing? Thereis apressrelease that's
come out of the Russell Banner. There was arink built
on the reservation, Waywayseecappo, and it's a new
area for me the last election, but they built the rink
there. And why they built the rink — there's no water
— so that they've never been able to flood the rink.
Therink is built and the water is many miles away, so
they have never been able to flood the rink but now
they're going to turnitinto a school. They are in the
process now of convertingthatshellto a 24-classroom,
library, administration, health’ care unit, shower,
laundries and school. It says in this article here that
funding camestrictly from the Federal Government. It
came from two sources; the Department of Indian
Affairs has already come up with $700,000 and the
Medical Centre from the Federal Department has
comeupwithanother $100,000. Sotheyhave $800,000
and the second phase to turn this rink into a class-
room they say will be another $800,000.00. So it says,
since September the Band has placed those tuition
fees that they are not payingto Pelly Trail —they have
some $114,000 — in the special trust fund. | don't ask
the Minister to solve this overnight. It is certainly not
goingtobeeasybutitis a matterthatshe and her staff
should devote as much time as they could to the
trustees and the people at Pelly Trail School Division
because they are mostconcerned as I stand here this
evening.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | am not sure that |
had a direct question in those two issues or state-
ments, but | did have a clear indication of concernand
what the concerns are on those two issues and | will
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respond to the concerns that were raised.

One of the main points, | think, that was made from
the member opposite was the relationship or the age
of the Grandview School and the fact that there are
quite a number of other schools in the province who
may be or of the same age and may therefore be
having the same problem. | am not sure, and | think he
alsoindicated, that the source has not been found and
that is of concern to all of us, but it also suggests, |
think, that it is not at all clear what the problem is and
thatit may not berelatedtothe age oftheschoolorto
schools of the same age across the province. It may
be a very unique, unusual situation and until we find
what the source is, | think we are not in a position to
speculate on what the problems might be or to give
the consideration that is going to be required when
we find out what the cause is to dealing with the
problem both in the Grandview School or any other
schoolshould we feelthatitis of a broaderissue than
just that one school situation.

The teachers and the school are going to try to
make up thetime. | think we have two concerns, all of
us, and the first one is the health and safety of the
children. Thathastobethe number one concern and
the school boardis taking that position and feels very
strongly that they cannot put the children in a position
of risk. So that they must be sure that the school is
safeand| agree with the positionthattheyaretaking.

Oursecond concernwill bethatthe children do not
lose out in their studies and their academic program,
thattheyarenotthelosersasaresultofthis problem.
The teachers believe that they will be able to handle
thelosttime by extending the schoolday, by starting
aliitleearlierandbyreducingthelunchhour.| believe
thatthey will try to do that first and see whether or not
they feel they are making up the required time and
covering the program for the children. We will only
consider other alternatives if they feel the children
cannot get what they need that way.

| suppose while I'm on my feet, Mr. Chairman, that |
should respond to the second concern and that is the
question of the withdrawal of the Band from the Pelly
Trail School Division. This is a matter between the
Band, the Federal Government and the school div-
ision. There is an agreement that they have and the
negotiations that are under way are related to the
parts of that legal contract. It is our understanding
they arestill negotiating the dollarsthatyouare talk-
ing about, theboardrecognizes thatand has accepted
that the matter of fees is something that has to be
worked out between the Band and themselves.

MR. McKENZIE: Mr. Chairman, | thank you, | thank
the Minister for her comments.

First of all, to the problems at Grandview, | think,
well maybe the Honourable Minister and | in our
comments have more or less left ourselves to believe
that they haven’t put their finger on the problem. It
seems to me, from this letter today, that they must be
satisfied by shutting the heatingsystemoffand the air
conditioning system, so normal conditions will pre-
vail if those two systems are not functioning and that's
the onefactorthat| think, in these otherschools in the
province, that likely could create other environmental
problems is the heating system or the refrigeration
system or the air conditioning system.
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FromtheMinisterofHealth’'s comments, they said it
should return to normal providing those two systems
are not functioning, so they have isolated it into that
level and that’'s my concern in these other schools in
the province that were built in that era, that there’s,
not necessarily butit's just possible, that certain prob-
lems could raise themselves. By addressing ourselves
to that we might save some other schools, especially
by checking them in the summer months.

The one, though, about Waywayseecappo, thereis
an arrangement between the Federal Government
and the Band and Pelly Trail, but | would think if the
Minister and her staff have addressed themselves to
some of the quotations and releases that have been
made by Mr. Lyle Longclaws blaming the system, the
type of education, and | have several in front of me
here if the Minister would like to look at them. They
are blaming the educational system in this province,
because hesaysherein articles: “The predominantly
white communities will suffer from such moves and
there’s goingto bemoreand more of them,” as | read
the article. They're tired of seeing taxpayers’ dollars
funding asolutionthat will neverwork, and it goes on
and says that the children never graduate from high
school. He says here there's only one student in |
don’tknow how many yearsthatgraduated from Pelly
Trail.

I'mjust askingtheMinisterifsheor herdepartment
are prepared to stand behind the school division in
their efforts to collect this $292,000 and the interest
costs that school division is being asked to bear today
on those borrowed funds, and | don't think it's the
fault of Pelly Trail School Division. | think they've
provided the best services that they could for the
students; for the Native people as well, but they're
caught in the middle now and the Minister says, as she
understandsit, the Federal Government and the Band
have some kind of arrangement. That system hasn’t
worked and so they're here with a resolution saying
thatthere’ssome $292,000 owing to Pelly Trail School
Division as of September, 1981, and they want to
know what you're going to do about the government
to help them collectthat money, orifthey can’'tcollect
it, what are they going to do? Are they going to write it
off as a bad experience?

Those are some ofthe questions thatthey’d like the
Minister to address herself to.

MRS.HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | recognize thatthis
is a difficult issue and a very complex problem and
that it involves several levels of elected representa-
tives and an agreement between three parties, and
that these problems, and this is one of them, are not
going to be easy to resolve. | think that we all recog-
nizethat weare in atransition in a number of ways and
thatwhenwe'regoing throughchangeitis sometimes
awkward and difficult and rocky and it is in this case.

Itis also my understanding that the parties are talk-
ing to each other; that negotiations and discussions
are stillunderway and thatthe matter has notreached
a stalemate. | would not expect to either intervene or
be involved in this process while they are able to
continuve with that. There is still possibilities, | think,
that the matter can be settled between the parties
affected although it is going to be difficult.
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MR. McKENZIE: Well, maybe and maybe not. | am
addressing myself to the resolution that was passed at
the April 22nd meeting of Pelly Trail School Division
and | read part of the resolution. The last part of the
resolution: “Therefore Be It Resolved that the Div-
ision's Administrative Staff be instructed to take
whateverstepsas required to collect the $292,000.00.”

Can the Minister give me any hope or any possibil-
ity or any assurance thatshe’llsendthe best staff she
has out to help Pelly Trail collect those funds, and
then in the event that they don’t collect them, what
happens?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, one of the respon-
sibilities of the Department of Education is to provide
support and resources and help to school divisions.
We have always taken the position, and | don't think
I'm just talking about this last five months, although |
have felt strongly about this, is that wherever there
was help that was needed or could be given by my
department, the people in my department, that we
were prepared to give it and that we would give help
and aid to both parties if necessary. In other words,
we're prepared to do whatever we can to work with
people that are involved in difficulties or a dispute, so
that we would definitely make resources available to
the school division to help them with this and any
other problems that they have.

In terms of the question of, if they cannot collect the
money, what then; | think my position would be that
we hope that they can resolve it themselves; they are
still talking and still negotiating, that we are prepared
to provide whatever support and resources to help
withthe conflictthatwecan. In the event thatit cannot
be resolved and they cannot collect the money, we
will deal with this situation when it arises.

MR. McKENZIE: | thank the Honourable Minister for
those comments.

The one then of Intermountain School Division, and
| think the Minister gave me all the assurances that
was required in the Question Period today, that
because there's likely alot of capital costs that’s going
to be involved in that, which they haven’t budgeted
for, as | understand it, this year, and how far this
examination by alltheseexperts whoareintherenow
exploring. It's quite possible it could be involving a
whole new heating system and maybe an air condi-
tioning system, they're not sure, and | don’t think
anybody is sure at this time. As long as the Minister
can assure us that their department is prepared to go
out, sit down with them and help them over these most
difficult times. She said today, | think, that she is
awaiting their report of the costs that will be incurred
from these professional people that they’'ve been hir-
ing to come in and assist them to resolve the problem
that she is prepared to take a look at. | think that is
about all | can ask and | thank the Minister for her
sentiments.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | realize that there
was, once again, notaquestion asked, but probably a
wish for confirmation of these statements or the
points that the member made. We do have Capital out
of Revenue Budget in the Department of Education
and while it is normally for more routine things, there
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has been past experience like the asbestos that was
found in schools that was causing a.danger and a
threatto children, where we are prepared to give extra
support and help to school divisions when they are
dealing with fire hazards or asbestos hazards or
whatever it is that is causing this one that we are not
quitesure of, sothatwe would bepreparedto receive
asubmission from the school division when they have
tallied the extraordinary costsrelated to this problem.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Member for Kirkfield Park.

MRS. GERRIE HAMMOND (Kirkfield Park): Mr.
Chairman, my question is about the grants. It's in
reference to the question | asked the Minister in the
House the other day and the grants to St. Boniface
School Division. The Minister indicated that the
grants were thereforany school division and that no
school division has applied fora grant. | am wonder-
ing where these grants were announced, just where
they come in and how much money there is set aside
for these special grants.

MRS.HEMPHILL: Mr.Chairman, a specific grantwas
not announced but they were announced in general
when | was discussing money that would be available
through this present Budget to help school boards
deal with the impact and consequences of declining
enrolment. In other words, | made general statements
that there was going to be support for small schools
and the impact of declining enrolment without speci-
fying specifically the amount that would be made
available.

MRS. HAMMOND: Is the Minister, when she made a
statementin the House on March the 3rd on the Edu-
cation Financing Program, she said that the govern-
ment would implement two special grant programs
and one was to provide assistance to the almost 300
small schools in the province. Was this the program
that the Minister was referring to?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, that was part of the
program that | was referring to, the Support for Small
Schools Program, and theotherpart of the support, |
described as some additional help or some support to
school divisions to help offset the increased costs
related to the increased plant costs related to school
closures.

MRS. HAMMOND: Mr. Chairman, to the Minister, |
am having a problem here. If the grants were not
announced and yet the money is there, how are the
school divisionsto know that thereis aprogramthere
for them to apply for?

MRS.HEMPHILL: Schooldivisions know that thereis
money there to apply for, Mr. Chairman, because they
have been notified directly. It is in the Estimates and
they have been notified that there is money available
forthemto apply for, shouldthey wish, andtheyhave
received that notice directly.

MRS. HAMMOND: Then, Mr. Chairman, how much
money hasbeenallocated and where will we find it in
the Estimates?
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MRS. HEMPHILL: It's part of the total amount of
money in 16.3.(a); it's contained in the $333 million.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for
Tuxedo.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, | wonder if the Minister
could clarify — she has us all very curious and | am
sure there aremany divisionsinthe provincewho are
just waiting breathlessly to find in which pocket the
Minister has stuffedtheseextradollars. Earlier today,
and | had asked fora copy of heropeningremarks and
| think that in the opening remarks, she broke down
the 16 point whatever million of special grants that
she said was availableinto 6.6 million for the equaliza-
tion for divisions with low assessment basis, 5.8 mil-
lion for grants to those divisions who have been
inequitably treated by virtue of thefactthat their 1980
expenditure base was low, then shereferred to 2 mil-
lion special grant to Winnipeg No. 1 and then she
referred to, | think, 2.5 million to maintain small
schools. Now, isthat where the money is?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Yes, Mr. Chairman.

MR. FILMON: That is one of the reasons why it is
easierif we do have theinformation in front of us, so
we can cross-reference, and then it doesn’t require
three or four questions back and forth to try and get at
the point. Sotheamountis 2.5 million forthis year, itis
to maintain small schools anditis specifically arefer-
ence to, in essence, keeping the building open. Soitis
the operation and maintenance of the building but it
doesn’'t cover programming costs, constructional
costs or ather, is that right?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Not quite, Mr. Chairman. There
aretwo parts to thatallocation, Mr. Chairman, and the
onethatl call the programto support small schoolsis
goingtobe announcedduring the Estimatesin detail,
the parts of the program and the money that will be
availableand the criteria. | willbe happytogointothe
details of that program with the honourable member
at that time. But what | would like to communicate to
himnow isthatthe Small Schools Support Programiis
not intended to forestall or stop school closures. Itis
not related to school closures. It is designed snecifi-
cally to give additional resources, both materials and
equipment and personnel, to small schools who pres-
ently have a small number of children and declining
numbers of children which are the basis upon which
theyreceive funding fromthe Provincial Government.

| think what we are saying here is that the impact of
one declining enrolment on these schools and the
money that they are able to get from the Provincial
Government, the impact of the basis that is estab-
lished in the new Educational Support Program and
the old Foundation Program which requiresbodiesin
reasonable numbers, requires students in order to
receive resources, that they are at a disadvantaged
position. They often do not have access to sufficient
resources to provide the same quality of program-
ming that others with larger numbers of students
have, so that the purpose of the programis notto stop
small schools from closing. There were 214 of them |
think in about 1972 and there are now about 251, Mr.

Chairman, soit'sclearthattheyare not going to go
out of business. The number of small schools are
increasing. They have been doing agood job of edu-
cating children and they are going to continue to doiit.
The support for them is not to give them a shotin the
arm so they don't close, it is to give those that are
going to stay open additional resources to help them
provide the quality of education for the children in
their schools.

MR. FILMON: Can the Minister tell me what has hap-
pened to the 214 identified small schools in 1972, are
they all still operating? Those same 214?

MRS.HEMPHILL: Many, | think most ofthem, are still
operating. There have been some changes. Some will
have closed but others, because of the declining
enrolment, have fallen into the small school category
so that the numbers are increasing although some of
the original ones that werethere 10 yearsago may not
still be there. What | am suggesting is that there is a
fairly large number of them and regardless of minor
shifts, up ordown, that thereis goingto continuetobe
asignificant number of small schoolsthatareeducat-
ing children across the Province of Manitoba 10 years
ago, now and 10 years from now.

MR. FILMON: | would be interested in knowing
whether ornot, indeed, a significant number of those
214 that were identified as small schools in 1972 are
still operating, because | can recognize it as enrol-
ments decline that any numbers of schools — what-
ever your definition is of small schools — will drop
below a certain level and become defined as a small
school. But that doesn’t necessarily meanthat those
214 or any significantportion of them are stillaround.
I'd be interested because it would obviously be perti-
nent to the Minister's argument.

The other thing that | want to know then is if this
$2.5 million is not put forward with the purpose of
forestalling school closures, from what pocket or
source did the Minister offer funds to the St. Boniface
School Division this week presumably to forestall
school closures?

MRS.HEMPHILL: Mr.Chairman, first of all, there was
not an offer made to St. Boniface to stop school clo-
sures. There is a portion of the money in the $2.5
million that has been set aside for this year until we
canbringinthe Educational Review, the new financial
review, which will buildinasour resolution suggested
in this House, that we debated at length, that will build
in the impact of declining enrolment into the Educa-
tional Support Finance Review that there is money
available to help school divisions who are faced with
school closures, faced with making decisions about
closing schools to help them offset the increased
plant costs of keeping those schools open.

I haveneversuggested, Mr. Chairman, that this was
agreatdeal of money. | havealwayssaid that we have
made an attempt to provide some help and support to
school divisions to get through a very difficult prob-
lem in this year until we can provide this help through
the regular programming through the new finance
system, Mr. Chairman, so thatitis on a limited basis,
that we know the numbers of school divisions that are

2312



Thursday, 6 May, 1982

considering school closures and we know the numbers
of schools that they are considering closing. We
believe that we can give some additional financial
support to them should they wish it and should the
additional financial help make a difference to their
decision. In some cases it may, Mr. Chairman, and in
other casesitmay not. Itis there and available to give
help if they want it to the degree that we are able to
help and recognizing its limitations.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, | wonder if the Minister
could indicate what portion of the $2.5 million is avail-
able for these so-called increased plant costsof keep-
ing schools opened and whatamount was mentioned
in her letter to the St. Boniface School Division as
possibly being available. One was with respect to
Prendergast; one was with respect to the program at
St. Boniface College and one was with respect to
another school, the name of which escapes me.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, the amounts that |
suggested in my letter to St. Boniface — | do not have
the exact dollar amount in front of me because | do
not have a copy of the letter — but the areas that he
discussed | think were accurate. It was, | think, 78,000
and one was in the 62,000 range, 240 thousand for the
combination of the three, | think.

The letter confirmed thatthe information they had
sent to me indicating what the increased plant costs
were for them from their figures, that we had checked
those figures and that | accepted them. In other
words, | was saying, that my department has looked at
the figures you have given me to indicate your
increased plant costs and | accept thatthey are accu-
rate and on that basis if they wished they could apply
to me for financial support through that allocation
and that | would be prepared to respond to them
accepting the figures that they had given me as their
increased costs.

MR. FILMON: The Minister hasn’t responded to the
first portion of my dual-part question and that is what
portion of the $2.5 million is available for this type of
purpose?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, while | might have
preferred to have all of the program totally worked out
prior to cominginto Estimates, we are not always able
to meet our own deadlines or programs. Some of the
details of the Small Schools Programs and thecriteria
and that money and the program will be made avail-
able to school divisions are in the process of being
finalized or being worked out in detail right now. We
do know that the dollar amount for the total program
is $2.5 million and that the components of it are sup-
port for small schools and support for school divi-
sions to help offset plant cost increases, but the total
distribution of it within that is still being worked out.

MR. FILMON: In view of the ad hoc nature of this
program that the Minister has come up with, can she
tell me on whatbasis she has estimated $2.5 million as
being potentially responsive to the needs that are out
there?

MRS. HEMPHILL: I'm not sure if it's appropriate for

me, Mr. Chairman, to answer a question with a ques-
tion, but would the memberindicateif he is asking me
about the Small Schools Program or the Offsetting
the Plant Costs Program?

MR. FILMON: Both, Mr. Chairman.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, | respect the
member’srightto his feelings thatitisanadhocbasis.
I'm not sure that | can agree with him. One of the
problems that we had, Mr. Chairman, is that we came
into and inherited an already established budget and
that as the member opposite will know that does put
certain limitatons on whatyou are able to do. What we
have done, Mr. Chairman, is identify programs that we
believe are needed and required and we have made
some attempt to the degree that we were able to,
within the existing money that we had, make deci-
sions on in this budget year. So thatl am notsuggest-
ing for a minute that the $2.5 million is going to solve
all the problems of the small schools. | am not sug-
gesting that it is going to be a sufficient amount of
money to give them all the help that they need or feel
they require.

In fact, Mr. Chairman, none of the school divisions
presently receive all of the money they think they
need or require for programs. We have to make some
judgments about what money we can make available.
What we are saying is that we are going to give sup-
port that is not presently there and that we are going
to give additional help for additional resources, mate-
rials and personnelto smallschools, and we are going
todoittothe degreethatwe canwith the money that
we have been able to make available and that is $2.5
million for the two programs. We are giving as much
help as we can within the limitations that we were
under, Mr. Chairman.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, if the Ministeris telling
me that she has a program and an allocation in her
Estimates for which there are no criteria, for which
thereareno guidelines, under which school divisions
might apply for which there appears to be no basis
upon which anyone might judge who might be eligi-
ble at the moment or whether or not the funding is
adequate and she says that's notan ad hoc program,
then I'd like to know what it is.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, there is definitely
criteria and there is definitely guidelines. | did not say
there weren't any; | said the final details of the guide-
lines in the program were in the stages of being com-
pleted, so he will soon know, and | hope it's not too
long from now, what all the criteria and guidelines and
controls are for the program and he will then be able
toseeand feel confidentthatthis programisnotanad
hoc program, Mr. Chairman, butisindeed founded on
a solid basis with good criteria and guidelines. | just
have not announced them to date.

As far as the support for helping to offset the addi-
tional plant costs, those are recognized and under-
stood. School divisions know we have categories for
plant costs and they know what they are and they
know what will be included.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, with all due respect, to
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appropriate an amount, as | say, is notbased on need
butisbasedon whatthe Ministersaysherdepartment
or the government is able to afford at the moment
given all the constraints that they're dealing with, to
put aside that amount and refer to it in the Estimates
without having first defined the criteria in detail so
that they can be understood by anybody including
members on this side or, more importantly, people
who mightas school divisions might wantto apply for
it. It seems to me to be a pretty nebulous and ad hoc
approach to things and you may very well come up
with excellent guidelines and well defined in the
future, but the fact of the matteris that you obviously
didn’t have them when the idea sprang forward and
thereforeitcan'tbeverysoundly based. It means that
now you will cut the guidelines to fit the cloth as
opposed to having cut the cloth to fit the guidelines
andthecriteriaandthe needthatis defined and estab-
lished out there. It seems to me like a backwards way
of doing things.

MRS. HAMMOND: Mr. Chairman, further to the dis-
cussion on the plant opening, | think the Minister, in
fact, did indicate that there are three reasons that
school divisions are closing schools and it's money,
program and declining enrolment. It seems to me that
itis really all three. Declining enrolment causes pro-
gram lack and money lack, and then to say that there
isnomoney fordecliningenrolmentis thereasonthat
she gave me in the House.

What has happened to school divisions, and there
are two notable examples which are St. Boniface and
St.James-Assiniboia with Columbus School,iswhen
the Minister sent out a notice to tell school divisions,
hold off ciosure until | can come up with the program
as May 30th. That created a lot of expectations,
maybe not from the school divisions themselves but
certainly from the parents. They are sitting out there
wondering why their schools aren’t being opened
because of this money or this band-aid that’s going to
come and help them out of their dilemma. It's coming
attheendofMaywhencertainly schools havetohave
their planning in effect by then. A school like Colum-
bus, in particular, for the Minister to send out some-
thing to a school division and said, please hold off
your closing, when they’ve had this closure and told
the parents they've had them enroling in otherscl:ools,
seems to me irresponsible at best.

| am just wondering when | see this and when the
parents find out just exactly how little help there is
and that divisions are looking at it and not even
approaching the department for help because they
see it as little or nothing, then what good is the pro-
gram. | would justlike some answers for probably the
parents out there.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, the member oppo-
siteis indicating a great deal of concern that | under-
stand for aproblem thatis very serious. | must say that
| wish that we did not find ourselves in the dilemma
that we are in now and that it would have helped a
greatdeal if what had happened in most other provin-
ces,alarge number of other provinces, had happened
herein Manitoba; thatis, that the impact of declining
enrolment that we have been geoing through that we
knew was going to peak last year and the year before,

that we could see and identify would cause a lot of
difficulties and that this would be a crunch year with a
lot of consequences and a lot of problems for school
divisions.

It would have beenvery helpful if, when the Educa-
tion Support Program was designed, that was going
to exist during this critical three-year period if there
had beensomeattemptto address and give support to
school divisions and recognize the declining enrol-
ment factorduring this period. It might also have been
helpful if, as other provinces did, there had been
preparation and an implementation of procedures
and guidelines to deal with the question of school
closure so that when school divisions were faced with
the difficult decisions that this procedure was in place
and everybody would know what it was and would go
through it. | think that would have eased the problem
considerably. Since one of the messages we're get-
ting from a lot of people is not necessarily and not
only related to the closure of schools, but to their
concernoverthe process and the procedures under-
taken for making those decisions.

So it might be easy to say and to stand up now in
this House, Mr. Chairman, and t o say that thisis too
littletoolate; | mightadd that| can agree with them to
the point that we have been in office only five months
and we have been in office at a time when the crunch
is here and upon us and that we did not have a lot of
time to prepare foriteitherin afinancialway or other
support. So whatwearedoingis notperfect and what
we are doing is not eliminating the difficulties or the
problems, butwhat we aredoingis attemptingto give
some degree of help and support within the limita-
tions, both financial and time, that we find ourselves
in.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Tuxedo.

MR. FILMON: Mr. Chairman, can the Minister indi-
cateifthereis a decrease in enrolment thisyearover
lastyear? Does this resultin adecreasein thenumber
of basic operating units upon which the grant to the
division is predicated?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr.Chairman, thereis nodecrease
in the basic operating units.

MR. FILMON: Does that mean that the level of their
grants is as if they had not had that decline in enrol-
ment this year?

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, the decrease in
enrolment means a decrease in the eligible expendi-
ture base which is the basis upon which school divi-
sions receive their money, so there is a decrease
there.

MR. FILMON: But in terms of their basic operating
unitsuponwhichthegrantis based, they getthesame
amount as if there had not been a decrease.

MRS. HEMPHILL: Mr. Chairman, the change in the
eligible enrolment brings down the eligible expendi-
ture and that has a direct effect on the extra operating
support that school divisions get, so that there is
someaccommodation by maintaining the basic oper-
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ating units at the same rate, but there is an offsetting
impact that is related to the major basis of receiving
support, the eligible expenditure enrolment, which is
the base for the eligible enrolment which is the basis -
for receiving support. The one is not enough to offset
the increased costs related to the declining enrolment
factor.

One of the ways that we can recognize this, Mr.
Chairman, is if we give, and we can give some exam-
ples of figures where the Provincial Government will
have given a per pupil expenditure increase in the
range of 16 to 17 percent and, in fact, | believe that |
am correct when | say that is about the average of the
money coming from the Provincial Government was
in the range of about 17 percent. Yes, | just confirmed
that the figure in my mind was accurate. At the same
time, we can look at a number of school divisions
wherewehavegivenanoverallincrease of 17 percent
and the increase in their budget will be down around
12 or 13 percent, sometimes as low as 9 or 10 percent.
While sometimes the assessment base is the signifi-
cant factor in the reduction, in frequent cases it is the
declining enrolment factor that causes the difference
between the large percentage increase that we are
giving in the impact on the school division's budget.
We could give some examples to show that discre-
pancy, if the member wished.

MR. FILMON: If the basic operating units remain
constant and the CPI has basically been applied to
that increase, that would mean then they would be
getting a 12 percent increase on the basic operating
units. The Minister is saying that the intention is to
give 16 or 17 overall, so thereis a shortfall of 4 percent
or something. This is where we get into the need for
some of the figures that | asked for earlier.

MRS. HEMPHILL: They are being prepared and we
can put them in your hands tomorrow morning.

MR.FILMON: | am just wondering whether thisis an
appropriate time to ask that Committee rise, and |
might indicate that | think | neglected to ask, when |
asked for the 1982 figures, | think they're probably just
as readily available, the 1981 and 1980 comparisonsin
terms of mill rates, for some of those figures that |
asked for.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Are you prepared to pass item

3.(a)?
Committee rise
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