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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY O F  MANITOBA 

Monday, 26 April, 1982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

M R .  SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vita l ) :  
Presenting Petitions . . .  Reading and Receiving 
Petitions . . .  Presenting Reports by Standing and 
Special Com mittees. 

M I NISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF R E PORTS 

M R .  SPEAKER :  The Honourable Minister of  Consu­
mer and Corporate Affairs. 

HON . E U G E N E  KOSTY R A  ( Seven Oaks ) :  Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to inform the House today that 
copies of Bill No. 2, The Residential Rent Regulation 
Act, will be distributed to all members this afternoon. 

In view of the high level of public interest in this 
legislation, along with copies of this statement, I am 
including copies of news releases that will be issued 
this afternoon. It has been previously indicated that 
the Bill will provide for the setting of threshold rent 
increases by regulation. 

I now wish to inform the members of the House that 
the threshold for rent increases, retroactive to Janu­
ary 1 st, 1982, and for the balance of 1982 is proposed 
to be 9 percent. This figure takes into account two 
factors, increase in actual operating costs and an 
economic adjustment. The government has agreed 
that this will be the threshold set out in regulations 
after the Act is passed and proclaimed. 

MR. SPEAKER :  The Honourable Member for Tuxedo. 

M R .  GARY FILMON (Tuxedo):  Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. We, on this side, thank the Minister for his 
announcement and for providing the information that 
has been enquired about and alluded to in many dis­
cussions thus far since the proposal of this Act was 
put forth as part of the government's promises during 
its campaign. We, as always of course, support a fair 
and equitable system of rents for those who live in the 
residential rental market in this province. I know that 
we, along with many thousands of Manitobans who 
will be affected, both tenants and landlords by the 
implementation of this Act, are anxious to read it, 
review it and bring forward our com ments for the 
benefit of the government in reviewing and dealing 
with this legislation as it goes through the House. 

So, we thank the Minister for the announcement 
and we're looking forward to reviewing it and bringing 
forth m ore definitive com ments in the near future. 

M R .  SPEAKER :  Notices of Motion . . .  Introduction 
of Bills 

INTRODUCTION O F  GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER :  Before we reach Oral Questions, can 
I direct the attention of honourable members to the 
gallery where we have 70 students, Grades 8 and 9 

standing of the John Henderson Junior High School. 
These students are under the direction of Mr. Ramsay 
and Mr. Lynch. This school is in the constituency of 
the Honourable Minister of Finance. 

On behalf of all the honourable members, I wel­
come you here this afternoon. 

O RAL QUESTIONS 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 

M R .  B U D  SHERMAN (Fort Garry) :  Mr. Speaker, my 
question is to the Honourable the First Minister and I 
would ask him ,  Sir, notwithstanding the important 
announcement just made by the Minister of Consu­
mer and Corporate Affairs whether, in view of the 
announcement m ade on Friday by the Minister of 
Energy and Mines with respect to layoffs and cut­
backs at the Man For project in Northern Manitoba, it's 
the intention of the First Minister and his government 
to continue to m ake major announcements of that 
kind outside the House rather than inside the House? 

M R .  SPEAKER :  The Honourable First Minister. 

HON .  HOWARD PAWLEY (Selkirk) : Mr. Speaker, I 
understand the concerns expressed by the Member 
for Fort Garry but I want to advise the Member for Fort 
Garry that I do believe that the Minister did what was 
right under the circumstances. The Minister travelled 
to The Pas, he spoke to the workers that would be 
affected directly by the layoffs so that they would 
indeed find out the news first. I think, Mr. Speaker, 
that is very important, in our society, that when indeed 
the livelihood of m en and women are being affected 
that they should hear it first from government, not 
through the news, not through statements in the 
House but, when we're dealing with a matter as 
serious as that, that it should indeed be provided by 
the Minister to those that are affected directly. 

I' m pleased to advise you, Mr. Speaker, that the 
Minister of Energy did indeed advise the people that 
were involved directly, so they would get the news 
first and not receive it secondhand by way of a report 
from the Legislature. So, insofar as the workers them­
selves, I think it  was the best course of action, Mr. 
Speaker. 

M R .  SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, there is no quarrel with 
the principle of telling the workers first. The question 
is whether it is the intention of this government to 
arrange the timetabling of such announcements in 
the future in such a way as to preclude that announce­
ments being made in the Legislature particularly on 

. the last day of the working week when the Legislature 
is recessing for the weekend. Is it the government's 
intention to ignore the mechanics of timetabling for 
such announcements that could be put in place to 
ensure that the workers were inform ed first and the 
Legislature was also informed simultaneously? 

M R .  PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, I think this government 
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proport ion ate to other g over n m ents has ,  i ndeed,  
taken advantage of prov i d i n g  m o re statements  in  th is  
House than  has ,  i ndeed,  been the  case before .  I nsofar 
as t h e  Fr iday a n n o u ncement ,  I be l i eve t h e  M i n ister, 
i n deed , issued that i n fo r m at i o n  h ere at 12: 00 o'c lock ,  
not  ahead but  at the same t i m e  that the  workers as a 
whole  wou l d  receive that i nformat ion  from the  loca l  
med ia  a n d  ttie M i n ister, I t h i n k ,  properl y  h o n o ured the 
u nderstarid ing that he had  g i ve n  to those h e  had 
spoken to o n  T h u rsday in  The  Pas t h at they wou l d ,  
i ndeed,  h e a r  t h a t  news n ot after b u t  a t  l east s i m u l­
taneous w i th  the  release of the  i nformat ion  h ere.  I 
t h i n k  the M i n ister d i d  the  r i g h t  t h i n g  i nsofar as t h e  
fa m i l ies t h at ,  i ndeed , m ust be  very worr ied a n d  very 
upset by w h at is the i nevitab l e  resu l t  of the  s lowdown 
re the l u m ber and  p u l p  i n d u stry that  h e  made that  k i n d  
o f  ar rangement .  In  fact,  I w o u l d  c o m m e n d  h i m  for 
havi n g  done  so, M r. Speaker .  

M R .  SHER MAN: M r .  S peaker ,  a f i n a l  supp l e m entary .  
I n  cont i n u i ng to do  the r ight  t h i n g  as the  F irst M i n ister 
puts i t ,  a n d  wi th  w h i c h  the  oppos i t ion  has n o  q u arre l ,  
w i l l  the  F i rst M i n i ster u n d ertake i n  t h i s  H ouse to  
assure that  the  r ig hter t h i n g  w i l l  be d o n e  in  fu ture a n d  
that the e lected representat i ves of the  people  who 
have a q u est ion per iod at 1 0 : 0 0  o'c lock  o n  Fr iday 
m o rn i ng a n d  w h o  are not  in  a pos i t i o n  to ask q u est i o n  
o f  the g overnment  after 11 :00 o'c lock  o n  Fr iday m orn­
i n g  for the rem a i nder of that  week,  are proper ly  
advised of m aj or a n d  s i g n i f i cant a n n o u n ce ments of  
t h i s  k ind affect i n g  the wel l - b e i n g  of many h u n dreds of 
Man itobans and the eco n o m y  of t h i s  prov i n ce? 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would rem i nd the  hon­
oura b l e  m e m ber t h i s  i s  n ot a program or a po l icy  
a n n o u n cement .  It was  a n  a n n o u n cement  perta i n i n g  
to t h e  l a  y o  f f  o f  employees at M a n For. So far a s  i t  be ing  
a pol i cy or  program , i t  certa i n l y  was not a n d  t h erefore 
I t h i n k  i t  does fa l l i nto a d i fferen t  rea l m  a l together  than  
t h at of a n  a n n o u ncement  perta i n i n g  to  a p o l i cy or 
prog ram.  

Insofar as t h e  t i m i n g ,  i t 's  m y  u nd ersta n d i n g  t h at the 
loca l  news out let in  The Pas wou l d  not  h ave been ab le  
to release t h at i n format ion  before 12:00 o'c lock ;  cer­
t a i n l y  they wou l d  not have been a b l e  to release i t  i n  
t i m e  t o  head off the news t h at had been re leased 
d ur i n g  the question per iod  o n  Fr i day. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The H o n o urab le  M e m ber for Turt le  
Mounta i n .  

M R .  A .  BRIAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain): M r .  
Speaker ,  m y  q u est i o n  i s  for the  F irst M i n ister .  I 
wonder  if t h e  F irst M i n ister w i l l  adv ise the  H o u se w h at 
day the Budget w i l l  be brou g h t  down? 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker ,  t h e  d ate i s  not deter­
m i ned prec ise ly  but  it w i l l  be app rox i m ate ly t h e  m i d ­
d l e  part o f  M ay.  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker ,  wi l l  the  F i rst M i n ister 
conf i r m  that  there w i l l  be a sales tax i n c rease in the 
Budget? 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker,  I turn to you whether or  
not s u c h  a quest ion  is  i n  order. I be l ieve it  n ot to be i n  

order .  A q uest ion  o f  B u dget i s  certa i n l y  o u t  o f  order. 
The M i n ister k n ows f u l l  w e l l  the  d i ff i c u l t  c irc u m stan­
ces u n d e r  w h i c h  we are work i n g  i n  regard to  the 
preparat ion  of B u dget ,  but  I'm not going to get i nto 
spec i f ic  q u est ions  perta i n i n g  to whether  or not some­
t h i n g  w i l l  occur ar is i n g  f rom the B u dget .  T h at is why 
the  Budget wi l l  be tab led i n  the proper m a n ner .  

The  M i n ister ,  however, does know of  the  d i ff i cu l t  
c h o i ces that a re  confront ing  us i n  every respect . 

MR.  RANSOM: T h a n k  you ,  M r. S peaker .  W h i l e  i n  
Oppo s i t i o n  t h e  New D e m ocrat i c  Party stro n g l y  
opposed the ad va lorem t a x .  S i n c e.co m i n g  to gov­
ern ment they h ave ra ised that tax twice.  I wonder i f  
t h e  people  of M a n itoba can expect any re l ief  fro m  that 
or w i l l  this be a nother broken prom ise? 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker ,  I do ask you whether or  
not  q u est ions  perta i n i n g  to i n for m at i o n  i n  t h e  B u dget 
are in order  in th i s  C h a m ber? 

MR.  SPEAKER:  Order p l ease. I be l ieve the h o n o ur­
ab le  m e m be r  is enti t led  to ask the sort of q u est ions 
t h at he  has .  The mem bers of the Treasury Branch  are 
free to a nswer them o r  not to answer them as they f i t .  

The H o n o u rab le  F irst M i n i ster.  

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker ,  B u dget q uest i o n s  w i l l  be 
a nswered with the d e l i very of the B udget in t h i s  
C h a m ber and  I' m cert a i n l y  n o t  g o i n g  to be answer i n g  
y e s  o r  n o  to the speci f ic  q u est ions  pertai n i n g  t o  
w h ether  t h i s  o r  whether that w i l l  be i n  the  B u d g et.  
T h at i n format ion w i l l  be prov ided by the M i n ister of 
F i n ance when he, i ndeed,  does tab le  h i s  B u d g et in the 
n orma l  way at the nor m a l  t ime ,  M r. S peaker. 

M R .  S P E AK E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e mbe r for 
R o b l i n-R ussel l .  
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MR.  J. WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin-Russell): T h a n k  
y o u ,  M r .  Speaker. I h a v e  a q u est ion f o r  the H o n o u r­
ab le  M i n ister of Hea l th .  I wonder  can the H o n o u rab le  
M i n i ster  of Heal th adv ise the House ,  a n d  espec i a l l y  
the  students and  teachers, parents a n d  trustees i n  
Inter- M o u nta i n  S c h o o l  D i v i s i o n  i f  i t's f i t ,  safe and  
proper to re-open the Grandview School  tomorrow 
after the th ree-day exa m i nat ion of the possi b l e  hea l th  
hazards? 

MR. SPEAKER:  The H o nourab le  M i n i ster of Hea l th .  

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): M r. 
Speaker ,  the  l atest i nformat ion  was h a n ded to me j ust 
as I entered t h i s  H ouse. So wi th  leave of the House to 
g i ve the i nfor m at i o n ,  i'm ready to read the s h ort memo 
that  I h ave, but  I h ave to ask  leave at t h i s  t i m e .  

M R .  SPEAKE R :  Does t h e  M i n is ter  h ave leave? 
(Ag reed) . 

MINISTERIAL STATEM E NTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS (Cont'd) 

MR. DESJARDINS: The Department of Hea l t h ,  Med­
ica l  Pub l ic  Hea l t h ,  D r. W . G. F rench and  Dr .  E r i c  
S i g u rdson of D a u p h i n  cont i n u e  to ma in ta in  the  lead  
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role in the investigation and action at the Grandview 
School. Environmental Management Division staff 
are continuing to provide a support service. 

On Friday, April 23 and Saturday, April 24, 1982 
Environmental Management Division staff, local Pub­
lic Health Inspectors in Dauphin and Air Pollution 
Control staff of Winnipeg established continuous 
monitoring for carbon monoxide. Drager tubes were 
also used for carbon monoxide, nitrous oxide and 
carbon dioxide. Detectable levels were not recorded. 

On Sunday April 25, 1982 Don McLean, Assistant 
Deputy Minister of Health advised Dr. Sigurdson who 
had been requested to attend a school board meeting 
at Grandview at 2:30 p.m. to decide on school open­
ing. It was agreed that teachers should return Mon­
day, April 26, 1982 and students on Tuesday, April 27, 
1982. 

On Monday April 26,  1982, Dr. French advised the 
results on students indicating a need to investigate 
carbon monoxide levels and carbon dioxide levels in 
the school in more detail, particularly the stage and 
music room areas due to abnormal Carbic C Hemo­
globin levels. This diagnostic evidence became avail­
able only on April 26, 1982. 

On receipt of this information the Environmental 
Management Division, the Dauphin inspection staff 
are proceeding to the school to continue monitoring, 
and Air Pollution Control staff from Winnipeg are 
proceeding to Grandview today to continue the con­
tinuous monitoring equipment and investigate the 
carbon monoxide source in more detail. This includes 
the ventilation system which may require immediate 
improvements and the use of the school incinerator. 

The Mechanical and Engineering Division of Labour 
and Manpower is being requested to inspect the heat­
ing and circulation systems. Environmental Manage­
ment Division staff is maintaining close liaison with 
Medical Public Health and further action will be taken 
in response to the medical direction. The medical 
review is continuing. 

O RAL QUESTIONS (Cont'd) 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  Honourable Member for 
Lakeside. 

MR. HAR R Y  E N N S  (Lakeside) :  Mr. Speaker, I have a 
question for the Minister of Natural Resources. 
Information over the weekend leads me to believe a 
meeting took place between members of the govern­
ment and officials of the Peguis Indian Band having to 
do with the longstanding flooding problems on the 
Fisher River and the Peguis Indian Band. I wonder if 
the Minister can confirm whether the government has 
agreed to depart from the practice that has been the 
case over many years to fund up to 40 percent of the 
flood damage costs incurred by the Band and indeed 
in future construction projects involved in the reliev­
ing of the problem. Can the Minister of Natural 
Resources confirm that obligation has been assumed 
by this government on behalf of the people of 
Manitoba? 

M R .  S P E AK E R :  T h e  Honourable Minister of 
Natural Resources. 

HON. AL MACKLING (St. James): Mr. Speaker, in 
respect to the matters that the honourable member 
raises. It is true that recurring problems again result 
from flooding of the Fisher River and a meeting was 
held in respect to that issue with the Band. My col­
league, Mr. Uruski was present during those discus­
sions; my Deputy Minister was there. I believe that the 
understanding the honourable member has indicated 
in respect to a 40 percent sharing was the position 
that was articulated, but that matter has not been 
finally discussed. There has to be discussion, I assume, 
with the Band and Department of Indian Affairs and 
so on. It will come back for further review but, cer­
tainly that area of sharing was under consideration or 
will be under consideration. 

MR. ENNS:  Mr. Speaker, a supplementary to him or 
indeed to the Minister of Agriculture who was present 
at the meeting. I think both the Ministers can confirm 
that the practised date has been that the Federal Gov­
ernment has assumed its 100-percent responsibility 
in these instances, just as it assumes 100-percent 
responsibility in the flood costs occurred on the 
Rousseau Indian Reserve; that's located in the consti­
tuency of my colleague, the Honourable Member for 
Emerson. What I'm asking for, is this a major policy 
departure or, indeed, is it going to start taking the 
Federal Government off the hook in a different way, if 
it so happens to be in the constituency of an NOP 
elected member such as the Minister of Agriculture, 
or will the Rousseau Indian Band be the recipient of 
40-percent provincial costs of future flooding in that 
location as well? 

M R .  MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, the h onourable 
member can be assured that no way do we as a gov­
ernment want to reduce the amount of cost-sharing 
that the Federal Government has been obliged or felt 
morally obligated to provide in the past. We certainly 
do not want to reduce the amount of assistance that 
the Federal Government should be providing in 
respect to projects within the province which would 
include that area. 

MR.  E N N S :  Mr. Speaker, a further supplementary 
question. Can the Minister confirm that it has been the 
practice - and we've had a great deal of flood expe­
rience; we've experienced a great deal of damage -
that in those areas that were 1 DO-percent federal 
responsibility, i.e. Indian reserves, that the Federal 
Government picked up 100 percent of the cost? 
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MR.  MACKLING: Mr. Speaker, I'm not in a position to 
reflect with precision what the past policy guidelines 
were. The honourable member says it was 100 per­
cent, l_'m not familiar with that, but I can indicate that it 
will be our intention to ensure that the Federal Gov­
ernment pays as much money under any settlement 
proposal or any development proposal in this situa­
tion as they would in any other. 

MR. ENNS:  Mr. Speaker, one final question. I would 
hope firstly, and I ask the question to the Minister, to 
the government, that it not now develop a multi­
geared program of assistance with respect to various 
regions of the province, depending on their location, 
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and sec o n d l y, the q u est ion i s :  why a re we p repared 
to i ncrease our prov inc ia l  c o m m itment ,  in th is  i n stance 
of f lood costs at the t i m e  we're red u c i n g ,  o r  ask i n g  the 
m u n i c i pal  off ic ia ls  to red uce the  trad i t iona l  p rov i nc ia l  
c o m m itment  to  the  val ley dykes i n  the  c o m m u n it ies of  
Morr is ,  Lete l l ier ,  St .  Jean ,  St .  Ado lphe  a n d  E m e rson 
w i th  w h i c h  t h e  M i n ister  i s  q u i te fam i l ia r?  It seem s  to a 
contrad ict i o n .  In t h i s  case t h e  prov i nce is p ress i n g  for 
reduct ion  of  i ts o b l igat ions ;  in the case of the Peg u i s  
Ind ian  Band we are seem i n g l y  accept i n g  a f a r  h i g her ,  
40 percent h i g her ,  o b l i gat ion  tha n  h e retofore has 
been the case. 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Speaker ,  I d o n't accept the 
pos i t ion  that  the honourab le  m e m ber i s  suggest i n g  
t h at t h i s  govern ment  h a s  adopted. H e  k n ows t h a t  I 
have had a further  meet i n g  w i th  the  c o m m u n it ies i n  
respect t o  t h e  val ley dykes a n d  t h e  p rov i nce i s  f u n d i n g  
o n  the s a m e  l e v e l  as i t  d i d  i n  the  p a s t  - t h at i s  50 
percent. The o n l y  red uct ion  i n  f u n d i n g  occurred as a 
resu l t  of the  stated p o l i cy i ntent i o n  of the Federal  
G overnment .  P u rsuant  to t h at matter ,  w h i l e  I h ave the 
f l oor ,  I' l l  i n d i cate that at the req uest of t h ose c o m m un­
i t ies I have  written a l etter to  t h e  M i n ister res p o n s i b l e  
i n  Ottawa a n d  h a v e  b e e n  i n  telephone  conversat ion  
wi th  h im  about  the  contents of my letter. What  he  has 
i n d icated in the course of h i s  q uest i o n  as bei n g  the 
M a n i toba p o l icy i s  not the M a n i toba p o l icy .  We are 
cont i nu i n g  to f u n d  50 percent of the cost of the  val ley 
dykes. 

In respect to t h e  Peg u i s  a n d  the  F i sher  R iver  p ro b­
l e m ,  I've i n d i cated that  i n  n o  way do we want  to depart 
from the m ax i m u m  part i c i p at i o n  from a cost p o i n t  of 
v iew of the Federal G overn m ent. 

MR. SPEAKER :  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for  T u rt le  
Mou ntai n .  

M R .  RANSOM: M r .  Speaker ,  i n  t h e  weekend  p ress 
t here was a s i tuat ion  o u t l i n e d  i nvo lv i n g  the Federal  
Tax Department  and their  se izure of assets of a cou­
p l e  from St .  James. O n  the s u rface, the  descr i p t ion  of 
the s ituat ion is  one that I f i nd  rather a larm i n g .  A l though 
I k now that  the  M i n ister of F i nance for M a n itoba has  
n o  d i rect respons i b i l i ty ,  I wonder  i f  the  M i n ister c o u l d  
a d v i s e  the  H o use whether  o r  not h e  has t a k e n  u pon 
h i mself  to  have some sort of i nvest i g at i o n  done to 
sat isfy h i mself  that t h i s  p roced u re used by the Federal 
G overn ment  has i n d eed been d o n e  in the proper 
fash i o n  a n d  that t h e  r ig hts of  the  people i nvolved h ave 
been p rotected? 

M R. SPEAKE R:  The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of F i n a n ce .  

HON. VIC SCHROEDER (Rossmere): Thank  you ,  M r. 
S peaker .  Yes. I have asked my department  to contact 
the federal qepartment  i nvo lved to ask for an  i n d i ca­
t i o n  as to w h at exact ly d i d  h appen t here and I ex pect 
to get a rep o rt somet i m e  i n  the near fut\Jre. I m i g ht 
say, that w i th  respect to t h i s  spec i f ic  occu rrence,  I 
don ' t  t h i n k  it wou l d  be appropr iate to be releas i n g  any 
i nformat i o n  because of the fact  that  the  tax-gather ing  
type  of operat i o n  of the  Federal  Government  i s  some­
t h i n g  whjc h  is cons i dered to be i nformat ion w h i c h  is  
conf ident ia l  as between the  Reve n u e  Department  and  
the  taxpayer.  

I have a lso been in touch with the law f irm w h i c h  is  
act i n g  for the  part i c u l a r  taxpayer .  I haven't had  com­
m u n i cat ions  back  from that lawyer but  certa i n l y  I 
wo u l d n't be p repared to make any  state m e n t  about  
th is  spec i f ic  case w i thout  the  approval of t h e  i n d iv id­
ua l  i nvolved. 

M R .  RANSOM: M r. S peaker,  I want to make i t  c lear 
that I'm not ask i n g  the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister for  spe­
c i f i c  i n format i o n ;  I'm ask i n g  the Honou rab le  M i n i ster 
i f  he w i l l  conduct suff ic ient  i n vest igat ion to assu re 
h i mse l f  a n d  hence to a l l ow h i m  to assu re t h e  H o use 
that  the  i n vest igat ion  has been done accord i n g  to law 
and t h at t h e  r ig hts of the  peop le  i nvolved h ave been 
p roper ly  p rotected. 

M R .  SCHROEDER :  Yes, M r. S peaker ,  I can g ive the  
h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  the ass u ra n ce that i nvest igat ion 
can be carr ied out  and  t h at I w i l l  report o n  t h at issue to 
the House. 

MR. SPEAKER :  The Honourab le  M e m ber for St. 
N orbert. 

M R .  G.W.J. (Gerry) MERCIER (St. Norbert): M r. 
Speaker .  my q uest i o n  is to the F i rst M i n ister .  In v iew 
of t h e  F i rst M i n i ster's e lect ion  p ro m i se in wr i t i n g ,  g ua­
ranteed a n d  s igned  by h i m ,  to the effect t h at M a n itoba 
New Democrats would p rov ide  secur i ty from l ayoffs, 
up  to 1 2-month's notice or  compensat ion to e m p l oyees 
wou l d  be req u i re d ,  my q u est ion to the F i rst M i n i ster 
i s :  i s  h e  i m p lement ing  this p ro m i se with respect to 
the ManFor  layoffs? 

M R .  SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  F i rst M i n i ster. 

M R .  PAWLEY: Mr.  S peaker ,  that s i m i l a r  k i n d  of q u es­
t ion  was posed a week ago by the honourab le  mem ber.  
I i n d i cated to the  h o n o u rab le  mem be r that i t  pertai ned 
to c h a nges in The E m p loyment  Standards Act, and 
t h at was a m atter t h at the M i n ister of Labour had 
u nder  h is review at the p resent t i m e: t h at the  c o m m it­
ment re changes to The E m ployment  Standards Act, 
in order  to be m o re equ i tab le ,  was one t h at we d i d  
accept to u ndertake d u ri n g  o u r  term i n  off ice .  

MR. M E RCIER :  M r. S peaker .  my s u p p l e m e ntary then 
is  to the  M i n ister of Labour .  Does he  i ntend to  i ntro­
d u ce amend m e nts to The E m ployment  Standards Act 
to i m p lement  these prom ises at t h is Sess i o n  of the 
Leg is lature? 
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MR.  SCHROEDER:  M r. S peaker,  the  M e m ber  for St. 
Norbert keeps referr i n g  to these e lect ion  prom ises. I 
refer h i m  to a copy of t h e  speech t h at h i s  leader  made 
i n  Ross m e re i n  1 977 where he  was p ro m i s i n g  ba l ­
an ced budgets, w h i c h  they d i d n't p rod uce;  w here he 
was p ro m is i n g  ass istance for people to obta i n  hous­
i n g ,  w h i c h  he d i d n't p roduce;  where he prom ised 
i n ner-city renewal w h i c h  he  d i d n't produce; where he 
prom ised ,  i ndeed , that  they were going to d o  some­
t h i n g  to b u i ld m ore n u rs i n g  homes and sen ior  c i t izens 
h o m es a n d  the f i rst t h i n g  they d i d  when they came to 
power was to f reeze construct ion  of sen ior  c i t izen's 
and n u rs i n g  h o mes. So, Mr. Speaker ,  I wou l d  j ust ask 
the m e m ber  to g ive u s  t i m e .  We h ave fou r  years; we 
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expect that we will, in fact, be able to implement all of 
our promises, unlike the previous government, which 
was able to deliver on very few of theirs. 

M R .  S P EA K E R :  The Honourable Member for 
Emerson. 

M R. ALBERT DRIEDGER (Emerson): Mr. Speaker, to 
the Minister of Agriculture. In view of the Federal 
Agriculture Minister's statement on Friday in Vita that 
it is unlikely that he will bail out provincial stabiliza­
tion, livestock stabilization programs; and whereas 
the hog stabilization in place right now terminates in 
December, could the Minister indicate whether he's 
now prepared to proceed with a Stabilization Pro­
gram for the hog producers so that it will be in place 
when the present program ends? 

M R .  S P E AK E R :  The Honourable Minister of 
Agriculture. 

HON.  BILL U R U SKI (Interlake): Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I should mention to the honourable member 
that we've had initial discussions with the Manitoba 
Hog Producers' Marketing Board and producers indi­
vidually as well. 

I've indicated to them that and I've given them our 
support for their position towards a national stabiliza­
tion plan. We have indicated we will want to review 
with them and discuss further, any future proposals 
they might have with respect to an ongoing stabiliza­
tion program in this province. 

MR. DRIEDGER :  To the same Minister, in view of the 
Minister's statement at a hog producers' meeting 
some time ago that he would be prepared to work out 
a cost-sharing formula with the hog industry, could 
the Minister indicate what kind of formula he is 
proposing? 

MR. U R USKI: Mr. Speakerrl want to assure the hon­
ourable member that we will want to sit down and 
discuss the implications and any views the Producer 
Board might have with respect to any future program. 
There have been no direct work or details developed 
at this point in time. There have been preliminary 
discussions with them vis-a-vis the present Stabiliza­
tion Program which we are now funding because 
there wasn't adequate funding provided by the pre-
vious administration. 

· 

MR. DRIEDG E R :  To the same Minister, is this Minis­
ter going to consult with hog producer groups for 
their input into this program or is he going to just 
contact certain individuals as he did when he imple­
mented his beef stabilization program? 

MR. U R USKI: Mr. Speaker, the honourable member 
makes an assumption which is totally out of place and 
inaccurate. He doesn't wish to accept the statements I 
have made in this House whereby we have accepted 
basically, the principles of a plan that was proposed 
by MCPA dealing with various levels of insurance. We 
have modified it somewhat, but we have consulted 
with them. 

The Manitoba Farm Bureau made presentations to 

1821 

the Cabinet and MCPA is a member of the Manitoba 
Farm Bureau. I've had meetings with various pro­
ducer groups as well as other organizations, as well as 
producers. 

I don't accept the principle and the assumption of 
the honourable member that there has not been con­
sultation and, in fact, the producer groups which have 
been established by our government in five regional 
committees, will be discussing the very details and 
best ways to advise us as to be able to implement this 
plan and the producers will be directly involved in this 
program by attending meetings, by having the advi­
sory groups, they will be involved in making their own 
program. We have established the principles of the 
program, but the producers will be involved in advis­
ing us as to the best way to implement this program. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING O F  REPORTS (Cont'd) 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourable Minister of Health. 

MR.  DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, I've received the 
latest bulletin on the Grandview situation I'd like to 
share with the House because there are some changes. 

"Results of the blood tests arrived and carbon mon­
oxide showed up in all of the tests. At this time it has 
not been determined why carbon monoxide was 
present on those days. It should be noted that blood 
samples were taken randomly, specifically blood 
samples were taken from three students only." 

On Sunday afternoon it was decided to open the 
school today for teachering service as I mentioned 
earlier, and bring the students in on Tuesday. In light 
of the results of the blood tests, the superintendent is 
unsure of the action the Board will take. The Board 
will be meeting at 3 :00 p.m. today to review the matter. 

Apparently there are two alternatives that are open 
to the Board; keep the school closed until the cause of 
the carbon monoxide is determined - and this would 
entail making arrangements for alternative facilities 
to house the students - or, open the school and 
monitor the condition of the air and if carbon monox­
ide is detected, close the school again. 

The superintendent, Mr. Graves, advised that a 
government official is on his way this afternoon to test 
the condition of the air in the school. 

O RAL QUESTION S  (Cont'd) 

M R .  S P E AK E R :  The Honourable Member for 
Emerson. 

MR.  ORI EDGER :  Mr. Speaker, I have one more ques­
tion for the Minister of Agriculture. The Federal Agri­
culture Minister was promoting the supply manage­
ment for beef at the Vita meeting. Could the Minister 
indicate whether he supports the concept of supply 
management in beef? 

M R .  S P EA K E R :  The Honourable Minister of 
Agriculture. 

MR. U R USKI: Mr. Speaker, we do support the aspects 
of providing producers with a stable return based on 
the cost of production. In terms of Canadian produc-
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t i o n, s u p ply i n  terms  of red u c i n g  s u p p l y  is not a prob­
l e m  because we i n  C a n ad a, h ave yet  to be ab le  to 
produce e n o u g h  beef to feed o ur own peop le .  

It wou ld  h ave to be a progr a m  that wou ld encourage 
the i n creased su pp ly  of beef in th is country prov i ded, 
of course, the i ncent ive w o u l d  be  t h at prod ucers 
wou l d  be a b l e  to rea l ize a return to cover t h e ir costs of 
pro d u ct ion  and  some return for the ir l abours. We cer­
tai n l y  wou l d  have n o  d i ff i c u lty with that .  

MR. S P E A K E R :  The H o n o ur a b l e  M e m b er for 
M i n n edosa.  

MR. DAVID R. (Dave) BLAKE (Mlnnedosa): Thank  
you, Mr. Speaker .  O n  Th ursday l ast the  Acti n g  M i n is­
ter of Agr i c u lture took as not ice  to two or t hree q u es­
t i o n s  I asked of t he M i n i ster. I wonder i f  he 's  had an 
opport u n i ty to look  at t h ose in re lat ion to the reb u i ld­
ing of the stockyards in  Brandon .  

MR.  U RUSKI: Mr. Speaker, I d i d  have  t h ose ques­
t ions  recorded . I cou l d  o n l y  comment  genera l l y  
because I w a s  away a t  another engagement  and  d i d n 't 
go back to t h e  off ice w h e n  I came h ere. B u t  I c o u l d  te l l  
t h e· h on o urab le  m e m ber t h at we certa i n l y  are co­
operat i n g  with the Man i toba Pool E levators and if 
t h ere i s  any way t hat we can prov i d e  them with h e l p  -
i n  fact, we've a l l owed some of o ur staff to assist them 
i n  look i n g  at deta i l s  t h at t h ey are now p urs u i n g  - we 
are d o i n g  so to try and  co-operate w i th  t h e m .  

M R .  SPEAKER:  The H o nourab le  Mem ber for L a  
Veren drye. 

MR. ROBERT (Bob) BAN MAN (La Verendrye): Thank 
you,  Mr . Speaker .  I d irect m y  q u est ion  to  the F irst 
M i n ister ar i s i n g  fro m  a nswers to q u est i o ns I posed to 
h i m  l ast Wed nesday, w i th  regards to the q u est i o ns 
asked by the  Mem ber for St .  Norbert today.  

I wonder i f  h e  could conf irm to  the H ouse that  
ManFor i s  a w h o l l y-owned Man itoba c o m pany? 

MR. SPEAKER:  The H o n o urab le  F irst M i n ister .  

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. S peaker, I be l ieve that's a matter of 
recor d  w h i c h  the h o n o urab le  m e m ber has access to 
j ust as wel l  as m e m bers of the Treasury Bench .  

MR.  BANMAN: T h a n k  you ,  Mr . S peaker .  I wonder i f  
t h e  F irst M i n i ster cou ld  c o n f i r m  t h at n o  leg is lat ion  i s  
req u ired w i t h  regard to l ayoffs i n  t h i s  part icu l ar 
i nstance. s i n c e  it is a w h o l l y-owned Man i toba Crown 
Corporat i o n  a n d  that  i n  t h i s  part i c u l ar i n stance we 
d o n't n eed any leg is la t ion  a n d  the  g over n ment  i s  not 
pract i s i n g  what t hey prom i sed .  

MR.  PAWLEY: Mr.  S peaker, I want to c o m ment  to t h e  
hon o urab le  m e m ber t h at I c a n  recal l  the  d ays when i t  
was  suggested by  h o n ourab le  m e m bers across the 
way t hat we were i n terfer i n g  w i th  the operat i o n s  of 
M a n itoba Crow n  corporat i o n s, req u ir i n g  them to 
u n d ertake certa in  act ions  and laws t h at were not 
necessar i l y  a p p l i cab le  wi th  the  l aws of the Prov ince  of 
M a n itoba.  

Now it 'seems to m e ,  Mr . S peaker, t h at we've g o n e  
f u l l  c i r c l e  a n d  I'm hear i n g  representat ions  across the 

way t h at we d o  t h at wh ich  we have been condem ned 
for in  the past .  

MR.  BANMAN:  Mr. S peaker, in  l i g h t  of the pro m ises 
made with regard to prov i d i n g  at l east 12 m o n t h s  
n o t i c e  of layoff before any l ayoffs wou ld  occur, i s  the 
F irst Mjn ister say i n g  now t h at was, as m y  co l league 
p u t  i t, j u st a prom i se? That i n  t h i s  part i c u l ar i nstance 
they have a concrete ave n u e  of a p proac h i n g  t his and 
pract is i n g  w h at t hey're preach i n g ?  Is h e  say i n g  to  the 
peo p l e  of Man i toba i t 's okay i f  the  gover n m e n t  does i t, 
i f we l ay off peop l e  at Man For or l ay peo p l e  off i n  
Crow n  corporat i o ns, b u t  t h e  pr ivate sector better not 
do i t  and  we're g o i n g  to  go  after t h ose peop le?  

MR.  PAWLEY: Mr.  Speaker, members across t h e  way 
d o  not appear to  yet u n d erstand t h at t h i s  gover n m e n t  
is mov ing  very q u i c k l y  to i m p lement  i t s  prom ises. We 
have a four-year m a n d ate. We've already, Mr. S peaker, 
i m p lemented 10 of t h e  15 m a i n  c o m m i t m ents we 
made dur i n g  the  c a m pa i g n .  I wou l d  i n v ite you to 
com pare t h at record w i th  the four-year record of the 
prev ious  g over n m ent .  

We're i m p lement i n g  the  Emergency I nterest Rate 
R e l ief Program;  the Renta l  Contro l  Program ;  a res­
tored hea l th  care system;  i ncome stab i l izat i o n  for 
beef;  construct io n  of sen i or c i t izens h omes; new 
n orther n  p o l i c ies t h at are u n d er way. We're a lso 
i m p l e m e nt i n g  the Mai n  Street Program, the expan­
sion of P h ar macare; t h e  expansion of c h i l dren 's  den­
ta l  care a n d  Far m l a n d  Protecti o n  leg is lat i o n .  
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Mr. Speaker, i f  you  c o m p are t h at w i th  t h e  very d i s­
m a l  record of f u l f i l l i n g  cam paig n  c o m m i t m ents i n  
1977, w i t h  t h e  very g o o d  start t h at t h i s  gover n ment  
has  acco m p l i s h e d  i n  t h e  f irst four to f i ve months  of  i ts 
g over n m ent, then I t h i n k, Mr . S peaker, t h at Man ito­
bans are in a very c lear pos i t ion as to w h i c h  p arty 
i nd eed, i s  t a k i n g  e lect ion c o m m i t ments in a ser ious  
way. 

MR.  BANMAN: Mr. S peaker, a s u p plementary t o  the 
First M i n i ster. On Wednesday he sa id there was q u ite 
a d i fference between the  termi nat ion of jobs because 
of b a n kr u ptc ies, or l ayoffs . At t h at t i m e  he made a 
d ist i nct ion  a n d  l eft a d ist i n ct i m press i o n  i n  t h is H ouse 
that  i f  there were l ayoffs w h i c h  would occur because 
of a lack  of  act iv i ty in  the eco n o m i c  f ie ld, t hat was 
tota l l y  d i fferent and  in that part i c u l ar i n stance, t heir 
e lect ion prom i s e  w o u l d  be carried forward .  What h e  is 
tel l i n g  us today i s  i t  d oesn't  m atter i f  i t 's l ayoffs, s h ut­
downs  or a n yth i n g, t h ey are not ready to f u l f i l! t h at 
prom ise. 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. S peaker, I can n ot h e l p  i f  the h o n­
ourable mem ber w i l l  want to be l ieve what he w i s h es to 
h ear. B u t  I wou l d  refer the honourab le  m e m ber to the 
c o m ments th is  m orn i n g  by the  M ayor of The  Pas, who 
certa i n l y  i s  n o  po l i t i ca l  fr iend  of th is  gover n ment, that 
ex pressed the  - ( In terject ion)- wel l, he ran for your 
n o m i n at i o n  in The  Pas i n  the l ast e lect ion  - Mr. 
Speaker, who said -( Interjection)- wel l, Mr. S peaker, 
i f  t h e  h o n o urab le  m e m ber is adv is i n g  m e  t h at the 
M ayor of T h e  Pas i s  a fr iend  of t h i s  govern ment, t h e n  I 
a m  i n deed p leased because it means i n  the  space of 
some f ive m o n t h s  we're w i n n i n g  converts fro m  the 
other s ide  of the  C h a m ber. 
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Mr. Speaker. what I do wish to refresh the mental 
powers of the Member for La Verendrye with, is that 
my Minister of Energy-and I again want to congratu­
late him for this, attended -( Interjection)- Mr. 
Speaker. if the honourable members would like to 
hear the response to the Minister's question - the 
honourable member did meet with the leadership of 
the union and others in The Pas. He outlined various 
alternatives that were available. 

It's my understanding, Mr. Speaker. and I think 
indeed that this is an example of very responsible 
labour-management relationship under very difficult 
circumstances which the workers understood; which 
the Mayor of the Town of The Pas understood. They 
agreed that the government had no alternative but the 
approach it did undertake in the long-term interests. 
in the viability of the ManFor. Unlike, Mr. Speaker, the 
situation which, indeed, I understand is there by way 
of documentation, when the previous government 
were advised in August of 1981 that the inventory was 
far surpassing the demand, I believe it was by a ratio 
of 14 to 1, the former government simply advised at 
that time it wasn't in the public interest - of course, 
that was three months before the election of November 
17 - to undertake any changes. 

M R .  BANMAN: I wonder it the First Minister could 
confirm that every time in the last several months that 
the Minister of Energy has gone to The Pas, he's been 
announcing layoffs? 

MR.  PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, ifthe honourable member 
-( Interjection)-Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Energy 
nor anyone on this side of the House appreciates 
having to announce layoffs. What I do, indeed, prefer 
as to previous approach those announcements are 
made to the workers themselves and to the local peo­
ple involved with municipal government at Le Pas; 
they're not made from a distance, Mr. Speaker, they're 
discussed with those that are most vitally affected. Mr. 
Speaker. various alternatives are discussed, joint 
committee is formed of management and . . .  I know 
t h a t  honourable members don't  l i k e  joint 
management-employee participation. They'd prefer 
to say confrontation but, that's not the way of this 
government, Mr. Speaker, that's not the way of this 
government. 

Mr. Speaker. what we are attempting to do, and this 
is of mutual interest to both the workers and Manfor in 
Le Pas. is reduce the ratio of inventory to demand in 
order to ensure the long-term viability of the opera­
tion at The Pas. At the same time, the Minister. as he's 
mentioned in this House on different occasions -
maybe the Member for La Verendrye was not present 
at the time - is working in order to bring about the 
necessary funding in order to provide modernization 
of the ManFor operation. the sawmill operation to 
ensure increased employment and viability in the 
years that lie ahead. 

So. Mr. Speaker, if the honourable member wants to 
tal k  about our record in The Pas, I invite him to com­
pare our approach to the - let me say, Mr. Speaker, 
that I don't want to be unkind to the honourable 
members across the way -but, somewhat irrespon­
sible conduct of the previous government in respect 
to the ManFor situation. 

M R .  BANMAN: I wonder if the First Minister could 
inform the House that under his approach, we now 
have the highest unemployment rates in the Province 
of Manitoba and we have growing welfare case loads 
within this province and that we are seeing a record 
number of bankruptcies, not according to the figures 
that I've put forward, but according to the figures that 
the member's colleagues in Ottawa are spouting. In 
order words, we have had a dramatic increase in 
bankruptcies and unemployment since they took 
office. 

M R .  PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, we fully understand the 
difficult situation that Canada is confronted with 
today and as a result of that, the Province of Manitoba, 
the result of the international recession. We also 
understand the impact that high interest rates have in 
respect to the total Canadian economy, the effects on 
individual provinces and particular regions such as 
Manitoba, regions of this country that are affected by 
high interest rate policies, the dislocation of capital 
that results from that. We understand that very well 
and the honourable member's facts may or may not 
be correct. 

But I point out to him that. indeed, by way of some 
clear contrast with our sister Province of Saskatche­
wan bankruptcies in 1981 in Manitoba exceeded the 
number in Saskatchewan three to one. So, if the hon­
ourable member wants to bandy around figures I 
invite him to do so. But what we are confronted with is 
the impact of the recession 1980, 1981-82 upon Can­
ada, upon Manitoba; unfortunately Manitoba got an 
earlier taste of recession, because of their policies 
that had been adopted in 1978-79, than the rest of the 
Canadian population. 

M R .  SPEAKER:  Order please. Time for question 
period has expired. Orders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

M R .  SPEAKER:  The Honourable Government House 
Leader. 

COMMITTEE CHANGES 

HON.  ROLAND P E N N E R  (Fort Rouge): Mr. Speaker, 
may I announce a couple of changes please, with 
respect to Committees. There will be a meeting of Law 
Amendments Tuesday, May 4, previously scheduled 
for Economic Development ManFor with that Com­
mittee to be rescheduled. Again with respect to Esti­
mates in the House following Health at the beginning 

. of next week I would assume, Finance instead of Edu­
cation, with Education to follow. 

ADJO U R N E D  DEBATE O N  CROW 
RATE R ESOLUTION 

M R .  PENNER:  Mr. Speaker, may I ask you please to 
call the adjourned debate on the motion of the Hon­
ourable Minister of Transport on the Crow rate? 

M R .  SPEAKER:  On the proposed Resolution of the 
Honourable Minister of Government Services stand­
ing in the name of the Honourable Member for Por-
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tage la Prairie. 
The Honourable Member for La Verendrye. 

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Member for Portage 
la Prairie, who took the adjournment, had intended to 
speak today but he is attending a meeting discussing 
the Crow in Portage la Prairie and, hopefully, will be 
back tomorrow to discuss it. 

MR. SPEAKER:  Is there any other memberthat wishes 
to speak on this Resolution this afternoon? 

The Honourable Minister of Economic Development. 

HON. MURIEL S MITH (Osborne): Mr. Speaker, I'd 
like to address the actual Resolution on the Crow and 
I'd like to draw to the attention of the House that the 
Resolution on the order books is objecting, not to 
change, but to the method of change, to the unilateral 
action in which the Federal Government has intro­
duced this proposed change in the Crow rate and to 
the socially and economically unjust effects of that 
change. In their proposal they wish to remove the 
statutory grain rates and yet there is no parallel obli­
gation recognized that the CPR plow some its profits 
back into the railway development field. Meanwhile 
we have seen from the CPR and in the course of time 
since there was the introduction of Crow rates and the 
parallel special concession to the CPR ,  millions and 
millions and millions of dollars flow out of the country 
as the CPR made investments around the world and 
did not plow back into the Canadian economy - spe­
cifically into the railway system - the profits that they 
derived from that original grant from the Government 
of Canada. 

Mr. Speaker, we recognize the need to improve 
railways. What we're querying in this Resolution, Mr. 
Speaker, is the method of improvement that's been 
proposed. What we're concerned about, Mr. Speaker, 
iri addition to the method is the question of who bears 
the burde.n of this change and who reaps the benefit 
from it. The Liberal have been chastising all and 
sundry; they've been saying look forward not back­
ward. Our Conservative friends seem to say, it I can 
judge from the metric debate, look backwards, what 
has been is okay. What we're proposing is that it's 
important to look at where we've come from, where 
we're at and then decide where we're going and how 
we're going to get there. 

Let's look at the past in regard to the Crow. The CPR 
received a deal from the people of Canada in terms of 
land with no tax. That looked good; we've benefited 
from that; we got a railway across the country which 
did - as the members opposite have spelled out in 
great detail and a deal of persuasiveness, I might add ­
help to build the country, to open it up to settlement. 
The farmers benefit in their turn from the other half of 
the bargain, Mr. Speaker; they benefited from a Crow 
rate, a regulated rate for the transportation of grain 
and we all benefited from that. The prairies were pop­
ulated; we developed a viable agricultural industry 
here on the prairie and the volume of Canadian 
exports and the money that was available for the 
development of Canada went way up. 

The manufacturing industry did suffer some slight 
disadvantagei from this arrangement and that is some­
thing we should look at, Mr. Speaker. But I submit that 

if we wish to help the manufacturing industry we must 
look at th.e problem in proportion and not assume that 
a complete elimination of the Crow rate will automati­
cally benefit that portion. 

Let's look at the present. We have to acknowledge 
that each industry has its special problems, Mr. 
Speaker, the farming industry has some very special 
problems. It exists in a context where its costs are 
steadily going up; its costs for fuel; its cost for 
machinery; its cost for chemicals, and its costs for 
credit, Mr. Speaker. Meanwhile, the price that the 
farming industry receives for its product stays rela­
tively stable; there is very little farmer control over that 
price. Meanwhile, the costs are shooting up in general 
and they're very unevenly distributed, Mr. Speaker, 
because of the vast land area that farmers must work 
in and the very different distances that they must 
transport their crop to the markets and to the eleva­
tors. So, Mr. Speaker, in the farming industry some 
kind of managed marketing is necessary and some 
sort of public subsidy is necessary if, Mr. Speaker, 
we're going to preserve this industry for the greater 
benefit of all Canadians. 

Mr. Speaker, many farmers receive inadequate 
return for the labour that they put into their effort and 
that situation will be aggravated by the solution pro­
posed by the Liberal Government. The solution pro­
posed is unjust, Mr. Speaker. They have with the 
stroke of a pen declared that the farmer should take a 
big cut in the benefit they get from their industry. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Speaker, they have set up a commit­
tee that makes recommendation to moderate the 
negative effects of that change. But, Mr. Speaker, 
setting up a committee in advance of making that 
decision might have made sense, then the farmers 
would have know what the trade-offs were. But, Mr. 
Speaker, to set up a committee after the decision has 
been made to remove the Crow rates is, I submit, no 
guarantee to the farmers that they are going to receive 
a fair deal. It's not a process that I respect, Mr. 
Speaker, and I suspect it is not a process that the 
farmers of the west should agree to. 

So let's look to the future, it's important, Mr. 
Speaker, that we plan for change, that we not intro­
duce sudden shocks to any sector of the economy 
such that their ability to adjust and to make plans, to 
make adjustments, is minimized. We must plan for 
balanced regional development, Mr. Speaker. After all 
that's what a lot of the rhetoric was about in the recent 
constitutional debate and yet, immediately on the 
passing -well before the passing of the Constitution 
repatriation - what are we finding, Mr. Speaker? 
We're finding a Federal Government callously willing 
to remove one of the necessary props that the western 
farmers have required to order to get a fair deal In 
Confederation, Mr. Speaker. They have set the cause 
of balanced regional development backwards rather 
than fmwards. 

1824 

The changes they're proposing are aggravating the 
imbalance that we already have. Even within the 
prairie region, Mr. Speaker, the effects of this change 
are not balanced. Manitoba and Manitoba farmers will 
suffer the most. It is estimated that the loss to the 
Manitoba economy will be in the neighborhood of $90 
million. Saskatchewan will be affected moderately 
and the Province of Alberta will be affected 
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only sl ightly. 
The real pu rpose of the change, Mr .  Speaker, has 

not been to assist the farmers. or I suspect even to 
g ive them a slap in  the face, though that may seem to 
be the effect, the pu rpose of the change is  to move 
coal, su lphur  and potash to ports more cheaply. Of 
course, the rai lways must be i m proved to carry out 
th is task.  M r. Speaker, the quest ion we m ust add ress 
ourselves to is, how? 

Over the years the Canadian Pacific, the other 
benefitt ing partner to the early agreement when the 
Crow was established, the C.P. has built up an enor­
mously profitable trans-national investment company; 
C.P. has i nvested its profits abroad; C.P. has not re­
invested a reasonable share of its profits in railway 
mai ntenance and in railway i mprovement. It's been 
estimated that funds in the neighborhood of $2.3 bil­
l ion ,  the amount requ i red, Mr. Speaker, to u pgrade 
the rai lway i n  Canada, that funds of that order, that 
have been generated internally in Canada, are being 
i nvested abroad, and have been i nvested abroad. The 
mega sellout deal of the 1 880s is  coming home to 
haunt the Federal Government and costs the people 
of Canada, part icularly the farmers of western Can­
ada, the rural com m u nities of western Canada. 

The L iberals in Ottawa are sti l l  tel l ing us that pro­
gress wi l l  resu lt ,  Mr. Speaker, they are saying we 
should move i nto the 20th Century and prepare for the 
2 1 st Century ;  that we should look to the positive side, 
to the fact that we wi l l  im prove and increase our  
man ufactu r ing  sector,  that we w i l l  i ncrease our  
capacity to process our  raw materials. Admittedly, 
desirable goals and goals which I spend a lot of t ime 
promoti ng but, M r. Speaker, the question is ,  how 
much wi l l  th is  measure i mprove those industries, 
those activities? How much, because is it  a good bar­
gain  to g ive away 1 0  on one side in  order to reta i n  one 
on the other? It's not a good bargain,  Mr. Speaker. 

The beef industry could prosper from these changes 
but in the order of one tenth of what the g ra in  ind ustry 
wi l l  lose. The members opposite have said a lot about 
the CSP, the Harrowby oi l  crushing plant,  saying that 
somehow, by adopt ing a "don't change the C row 
approach," that we're somehow jeopardiz ing their  
chances for survival .  Mr .  Speaker, the future of the 
Harrowby crushing plant, as they have told us them­
selves, depends a great deal more on whether or not 
the Man itoba Government is going to match the Sas­
katchewan and Al berta subsid ies than it  is  going to 
depend on changes in the Crow. Those factors. Mr .  
Speaker. are the ones that  are affecting the com peti­
tive abi l ity of CSP. not the Crow rate. 

We've been told that the Port of Church i l l  wi l l  gain .  
That may very wel l  be t rue, M r. Speaker, but the ques­
tion we st i l l  m ust ask is not whether it will gain but how 
much it wi l l  ga in  and how much it wi l l  gain in propor­
tion to other things that are lost. Let's examine the 
!ruth of the matter, Mr. Speaker, all is not what it  
seems i n  the debate over the C row. There is going to 
be a s l ight increase in  beef production but I remind 
y.1u .  eastern Canada and B rit ish Columbia have 
incentive programs in place for the beef ind ustry; 
we would have to match those in  order to be competi­
tive. Alberta is going to be the chief benefactor in the 
beef i n d u st r y  because t h e y  c u r r e n t l y  h a v e  a 
com parative advantage. 

They say we' l l  have lower cost feed g rain in Mani­
toba. There wi l l  be some improvement because of that 
but because of the l i m ited size of our  markets here i n  
Manitoba t h e  prices w i l l  n o t  generate a b i g  improve­
ment. There were in p lace, M r. Speaker, between the 
years of 1 977 and 1 980. lower feed g rain prices in  
Manitoba and yet there was no ,  I repeat, no increase 
in beef production. Why? T here were other factors 
that were i nvolved; there was a lower consumer 
demand for beef. I f  we wish to export our beef to the 
U nited States, M r. Speaker, the extra transportation 
cost that we're going to have to add to our product wi l l  
lower the pr ice that the farmers receive and the net 
benefit to the Man itoba farmers may, in  fact, be 
negative. 

The loss of farm i ncome is going to be in the neigh­
borhood of  10 ti mes g reater than any gains that  can 
currently be projected from an improved man ufactur­
ing sector and beef industry sector. Th ink  of the effect 
that wi l l  have on our rural communities. 
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Our manufactur ing sector could receive some 
impetus. I k now that the Chamber of Commerce 
representatives are i ncl ined to feel that the slow 
development of man ufactur ing in M anitoba can be 
solely attributed to differential transportation costs. 
Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, I wish the solut ion were as s imple 
as removing the Crow but I can tel l  you if each farm 
family has $500 to $1 000 less to spend, that i t  wi l l  have 
an im pact on our local manufacturers and our local 
industry on a scale that m ust be taken into account.  

M r. Speaker, what we're cal l i ng  for from the Federal 
Government is a wi l l ing ness to plan for balanced 
development that would harmonize the needs of the 
manufactur ing sector and the farming sector of the 
producer and the consumer; a plan,  M r. Speaker, that 
would not play the strong against the weak. Mr.  
Speaker, that is the pu rpose of th is reso l ut ion,  to cal l  
into question the method of change and the rel iabil ity, 
if you l i ke, of the l i beral prom ises that they're tryi ng to 
g ive a fair deal to the west. I submit that the way 
they're going about it ,  Mr. Speaker, is n ot well  
designed to bring about a good benefit for the west, 
therefore I u rge you all to vote solidly in favou r  of the 
resolution. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Virden. 

MR. HARRY GRAHAM (Virden): Would the Honour­
able Mi nister submit to a question? 

MRS. SMITH:  Yes. M r. Speaker. 

MR. GRAHAM: In the interests of reta in ing the C row 
rate and beef production i n  Canada, does the M inister 
also want the retention of the Feed Freight Assistance 
Program as wel l? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr.  Speaker, could I have the mem ber 
opposite repeat the question please? 

M R .  G R A H A M :  The H o n o u rable M i n i ster  wants 
to retain or  keep a level  of beef p roduction and 
has spoken i n  favou r  of retai n ing  the C row rate. 
D oes she a l so want to reta i n  t h e  Feed F rei g h t  
Assistance Program? 



Monday, 26 April, 1982 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, what we want is a fair deal 
for both the grain producers and the beef producers. 
The retention of a specif ic program is not the issue; 
the issue is whether there's a fair deal negotiated. So, 
Wf'! would be will ing to look at the total package and 
see if both the grain farmer and the beef producer 
have a fair opportunity to maintai n  their industry and 
get a good return. The retention of a single factor is  
not at issue. It's the total package that's important. 

MR. GRAHAM: Then, the Honourable Minister would 
want to tie the Feed Frei ght Assistance Program i n  
with the Crow rate and retain both, is  that correct? 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourable Minister of Health. 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, the former Speaker 
certainly knows that this question is out of order. 
We've allowed the first question. The question asked 
after a speech is just for clarif ication, not to invite 
somebody to start another speech. We've invited our 
friend to participate and I think that we should refrain 
from starti ng this procedure because there'll be no 
end to speech. This is invit ing another speech. 

MR. SPEAKE R :  Order please. Is any other member 
prepared to speak on the resolution? If not, it will 
stand in the name of the Honourable Member for 
Portage la Prairie. 

The Honourable Government House Leader. 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, before calling the 
next motion, I'd l ike to inform the House that we'll 
receive a visit  from the Lieutenant-Governor at 4:30 
p.m. to pass The Paramutual Tax Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I'd l ike to move, seconded by the Hon­
ourable Minister of Tourism and Economic Develop­
ment that Mr. Speaker do now leave the Chair  and the 
House resolve itself into a committee to consider of 
the Supply to be granted to Her Majesty. 

MR. SPEAKER :  It's moved by the Honourable Minis­
ter of Health and seconded by the Honourable Minis­
ter of Economic Development that Mr. Speaker do 
now leave the Chair  and the House resolve itself into a 
Committee to consider of the Supply to be granted to 
Her Majesty. 

MOTION presented. 

MATTER OF GRIEVANCE 

MR. SPEAKER :  The Honourable Member for Turtle 
Mountain. 

MR. RANSOM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I'm taking 
this opportunity to speak now, Mr. Speaker, because 
this government is breaking the trust that was placed 
in them by the people of this  province last November. 

This government, Mr. Speaker, is showing first of 
all, that they can't be trusted to observe the tradit ions 
of this House. Mr. Speaker, they're showing that they 
can't be trusted to provide accurate information to the 
people of Manitoba and to the public, to the capital 
markets as well. Mr. Speaker, they can't be trusted to 
consult i n  a manner which they said they would be 

consulting. They have said that they would have an 
open-door pol icy with the people of Manitoba. In fact, 
we're seei ng after five months that it is not working 
that way, Mr. Speaker. They can't be trusted to carry 
out their election promises with respect to economic 
development, employment and taxation. The one 
thing we're f inding, Mr. Speaker, that they can be 
trusted to do is to practice patronage to an extent that 
wouldn't have been thought possible to l isten to them 
a year ago when they were in opposit ion. 

Mr. Speaker, let me first deal with the questi on of 
the tradit ions of the House. Last Friday morning, the 
Crow Resolution was called by the Government 
House Leader as it had been called on a number of 
occasions. It was standing in the name of one of our 
members and as has often been the case in the House, 
the member asks that a Bill of Resolution be allowed 
to stand. Tradit ion says, Mr. Speaker, that unless 
notice is given then that opportunity to let the Bill of 
Resolution stand is granted. Indeed, Sir, I believe your 
own comment or ruling on the issue showed that to be 
the case, Mr. Speaker, when you said, and I quote: 
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"It is a long standing practice and tradit ion in this 
House that if  a member is not prepared to speak on a 
particular motion that day that the House allow the 
matter to stand over with another member elig ible or 
entitled to speak on that particular item if he wishes to 
do so. When no one else wishes to speak the matter 
stands in the name of the member who has adjourned 
debate. However, i t  is the entitlement of the House if 
they so wish to insist that the matter be dealt with and 
come to a vote if there is no one will ing to speak. 
Those are the rules. That is the practice that we have 
continued." 

Indeed, Mr. Speaker, as you point out, the govern­
ment did have the right to do what the Government 
House Leader called for but tradit ion demanded that 
they should give notice prior to disallowing the 
debate to stand or to be adjourned by another 
member. There was never any i ndication given to this 
House that i t  was necessary to conclude debate on 
the Crow Resolution by a specif ic date. Indeed, this 
i ssue has been going on for a great length of t ime and 
there's new information that continues to be made 
known virtually day by day, certai nly week by week as 
more and more discussion takes place in the country 
and new studies are undertaken. 

It only became evident on Friday that the deadline 
which the honourable members opposite were work­
i ng to was the Saskatchewan election. Mr. Speaker, 
what they were attempting to do was to force a vote, 
and in not being able to force a vote, Mr. Speaker, at 
least they had hoped prior to that, that they would be 
able to have members on this side of the House stand, 
speak on this issue and perhaps say something that 
they might be able to exploit  to the advantage of their 
colleagues i n  Saskatchewan. 

N ow that was not a charge that we would have laid 
prior to last Friday morning, Mr. Speaker, but when it  
became evident on Friday morni ng that they wanted 
to force a vote on this  issue even though, for example, 
Mr. Speaker, the Minister of Agriculture had not 
spoken on this Resolution, a Resolution that is that 
important to the agricultural community and the Min­
ister of Agriculture hasn't spoken and their House 
Leader wants to get up and force a vote to be taken 
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without any notice having been given. Had he even 
stood the day before, Mr. Speaker, and said we're not 
going to allow this debate to stand any longer, then 
the Opposition would have been put on proper notice 
and we would have had no choice but to proceed the 
debate or let the issue come to a vote. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, the Member for St. James doesn't 
seem to understand the tradition but you, Sir, under­
stand the tradition and you put it on the record, Sir, on 
Friday, February 23 when you said that, indeed, this is 
the tradition of the House. To have that sort of thing 
put forward by the Government House Leader, Sir, I 
find most disturbing and to have it happen on the 
same day that the Minister of Energy and Mines is 
making a statement to the press which he denied to 
this House prior to that, at the same time as the Gov­
ernment House Leader was accusing the Opposition 
of not debating but of going into the halls and talking 
to the press. At that same moment, Mr. Speaker, the 
Minister of Energy and Mines is making a statement to 
the press outside of this House. Mr. Speaker, that in 
itself is bad enough. 

But, Sir, I would draw to your attention the fact that I 
have had a written question on the Order Paper for 
over two weeks dealing with the very question of 
layoffs at Man For. Sir, that question was placed on the 
Order Paper in written form asking that government 
about layoffs at Man For and what was being done to 
mitigate the problems that it was going to cause for 
people laid off. This government chose to ignore the 
fact that there was a question on the Order Paper and 
go outside of the House and make that information 
known to the press. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no question in my mind but 
what the government could have made that announce­
ment on Thursday rather than on Friday. There's no 
reason in the world why they couldn't have had that 
announcement made at 2 :00 o'clock on Thursday 
afternoon. The Minister could have risen in the House 
here, made a statement at the same time as the infor­
mation was being released in The Pas, the employees 
would have had the information at the same time that 
the people who are responsible for governing this 
province would get the information in this Chamber 
so, Mr. Speaker, I regard that as absolutely inexcusa­
ble on the part of the government, especially when it's 
combined with the display that we saw concerning 
the Crow Resolution. 

I'm finding , Mr. Speaker, that we're having that sort 
of unilateral action on the part of the government even 
though they may have the right to do it. Tradition has 
said that they would not and we see again today, Sir, 
when the Government House Leader rises in this 
Chamber and makes a unilateral announcement about 
the order in which Estimates are going to be handled 
without ever having a word said to the Opposition. I 
realize that it's the government's prerogative to call 
the order of Estimates in the House but it's tradition, 
Mr. Speaker, that the Government House Leader at 
least consults with the Opposition House Leader and 
sees whether or not that might be convenient for 
them. That was not done and we're finding that it is 
becoming more and more prevalent in the way that 
this government is handling the House. 

Sir, we know that the Legislature has been in Ses­
sion now for over two months. We're told that there 

are major bills yet to come and we haven't seen them 
yet, and I expect that some of those major pieces of 
legislation are going to come very late in the Session. 
Again, something that when that party was in Opposi­
tion, they decried very strongly that our government 
sh ould bring any piece of legislation in late in the 
Session. Well, Mr. Speaker, we're seeing how they are 
managing the Business of this House. 

Mr . Speaker, in the area of information distribution, 
we have dealt with this question before but it must be 
stressed again and again that, to begin with, one of 
the first actions that this government took was to 
begin to politicize the Information Services Branch of 
the government by making it report to a political 
appointee in the Premier's office, something that has 
never been done before. 

Government Information Services has always 
reported through the Civil Service and the Director of 
Information Services has reported to another civil 
servant, not to a political appointee in the Premier's 
office, to the very person who served as the Premier's 
executive assistant when he was Leader of the Oppo­
sition. That person was quickly elevated, Sir, to a 
salary well in the range of $40,000 a year and now has 
the Information Services reporting to him. 

One of the first things we say, Mr. Speaker, was that 
information was being released from the Department 
of Finance with respect for example, to the spending 
Estimates of the government. Press releases were put 
out showing that the government was planning to 
have a 14.4 percent increase in spending, changing 
the base on which the spending Estimates had always 
been calculated in the past, because had the informa­
tion been put out in the way which it has normally 
been put out, Mr. Speaker, it would have shown of 
course that there was a 16.9 percent increase. 

I know, Sir, that this sort of misinformation was not 
put forward by the professional staff in the Depart­
ment of Finance because those are very competent 
professional people, Sir, and consistency means 
something to them. They know the way that the 
information has been presented in the past has 
always been print over print. When this government 
took hold of the Information Services then they 
changed the system to try and make it appear as 
though their expenditures were not going to be as 
large as they really are. 

Well, Sir, it might have looked good at the time, they 
might have gotten a headline or two at the time, but in 
the long run of course it's going to look very bad for 
them because, Sir, I'm confident that before this year 
is out we're going to find that far from a 14.4 percent 
increase, Sir, that this government is going to incur 
increases in spending in the neighbourhood of 20 
percent. 
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We already have seen many items that have been 
placed before the House now that were not included 
in the original Estimates tabled, even though the gov­
ernment knew that they were going to have to make 
provision for those. They turn up almost every week, 
for instance, last week, Sir, we discovered that 
$600, 000 which had been budgeted to go towards the 
Music Building at Brandon University is not being 
budgeted in the up-coming year even though we're 
told the commitment still stands. Well, Sir, I'm not 
sure how a commitment of that nature stands when 
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the money isn't i nc l u ded i n  the Estimates. 
We saw another  exam p l e  with the p resentat ion  of 

the p rospectus w h i c h  the M i n ister of F i nance made to 
the capita l  markets.  Aga i n ,  S ir .  l et me make i t  abso­
l u te ly c lear .  we're not tal k i n g  about m is i nformat i o n  
put  forward by the p rofess iona l  staff of the Depart­
ment of F i na nce,  we're tal k i n g  about  i n format ion p u t  
forward by the M i n i ster o f  F i nance a n d  we' re ta l k i n g  
about  a s i tuat i o n ,  o r  where perhaps h i s  c o l l eag u es 
have not made it known a n d  d i d  not make it k nown to 
the M i n ister  of F i n a n ce, some of the  c h an g es in t h e i r  
p o l i c ies t h a t  h a d  taken p lace .  Because that prospec­
tus,  S i r, would lead people to be l ieve, potent ia l  i n ves­
tors to bel i eve. there was for i n stance a M em o ra n d um 
of Ag reement  i n  p l ace between t h e  g overnment  a n d  
Internat iona l  M i nera l  w i th  respect to the  deve l o pment  
of a potash  mine ;  that  there was a M emorandum of 
U n d e rstan d i n g  between the g overnment  and  t h e  
A lumi n um Com pany of C a n a d a  wi th  respect to t h e  
deve lopment  of a n  a l um i n um smelter  i n  the p rovi nce 
a n d ,  i n deed , there was reference made to  two or  t h ree 
other large p rojects as wel l .  

What w e  d iscovered later ,  S i r , was t h at i n  fact t h at 
Le�ter of Intent a n d  \ hat M em o ra n d um of U n derstan d ­
i n g  w e r e  n o  longer  i n  p l ace a n d  t h at t h e  i nformat i o n  
w h i c h  h a d  been p rov ided to  t h e  cap i ta l  markets was,  
in  fact.  i naccurate. T hat, perhaps ,  was u n d e rstand­
ab le  because when t h e  ori g i na l  p rospectus was f i led ,  
when i t  was  wr i tten at least ,  t h ose th ings  were  t rue ,  
S i r ,  because t h i s  government ,  the  party now o n  t h i s  
s i d e  of the  H ouse,  w a s  i n  g overnment a n d  that Letter 
of Intent and that M em o ra n d um of U ndersta n d i n g ,  
e t c  . .  were i n  p l ace .  So w h e n  t h e  prospectus w a s  f i l ed  
o n  the 23rd  of Decem ber  then  t h ose peop le  f i l i ng  i t  a t  
the  offi c ia l  l evel had every reaso n  to bel i eve that those 
statements were correct. But there was a s u p p l emen­
ta l  f i l ed  in  March .  S i r ,  and  by that  t ime t h e  M i n isters i n  
t h i s  g overnment  k new f u l l  wel l w here those negot ia­
t i o n s  stood a n d  they k new t h ose statements made i n  
the  p rospectus were not accu rate. 

S i r ,  we req u i re of peop le  f i l i n g  a p rospectus w i t h  
o u r  own Secur i t ies  Comm i ss ion  i n  M a n itoba,  i f  a n y  
o n e  of us w e r e  to f i l e  a prospectus f o r  a com pany i n  
M a n i toba t ry i n g  to encourage some i nvestment ,  we 
would f ind that w i th i n  The Secu r i t ies Act ,  for i n stance.  
i t  says that a prospectus sha l l  p rov ide  fu l l ,  t rue and 
p la in  d i sc losure of a l l  mater ia l  facts re l at i n g  to the 
sec u rity proposed to be issued .  T h at's fa i r ly  stra ig ht­
forward,  S ir .  but  the  p rospectus f i l ed by the M i n ister 
of F i nance w o u l d  n ot m eet the c r iter ia set down in t h i s  
p rov i nce's Sec u ri t ies Act.  

It fu rther  says. S i r, with respect to add i t iona l  i nfor­
mat ion  that ,  if a statement  req u i red to be conta ined i n  
a p rospectus  w o u l d  otherwise b e  m i s l ead i n g  the  
prospectus s h a l l  conta i n s u c h  add i t iona l  i n form at i o n ,  
w h e t h e r  or  not  express l y  req u i red to be conta i ned i n  
the p rospectus.  as m a y  be n ecessary to make the  
req u i red statement  not m is lead i n g  i n  t h e  l i g ht of c i r­
cumstances i n  w h i c h  it is made.  

A g a i n .  S i r ,  we would req u i re peop le  see k i n g  poten­
t ia l  i n vestors i n  th is  p rov i n ce to do  som et h i n g  w h i c h  
the M i n ister o f  F i nance h a s  n o t  seen f i t  to do  when  he  
goes  abroad see k i n g  to borrow h u n d reds of m i l l i ons  
of d o l l ars .  S i r . we w i l l  have m o re to say about  that  
document in  the  f u t u re .  but  I d raw to t h e  attent ion  of 
the  H o use the fact that f ig u res deal i n g  with the  real 

g ross p rov i n c i a l product from 1976 to 1980 h ave a l l  
been changed from the p rospectus f i l ed i n  J u ne to t h e  
prospectus filed i n  Decem ber.  I t  happens ,  S i r , t h at a l l  
o f  the f ig u res re lat i n g  to N O P  years are u p  a n d  a l l  of 
the f ig u res re lat i n g  to Conservat ive years are down .  
S i r , when  we get  to deal  w i th  the  Estimates of the  
M i n ister of F i nance we w i l l  be q u est i o n i n g  very care­
f u l l y  w h at h as happened to cause the rev is ion  of f ig­
u res some f ive and  s i x  years i nto the past  to the  extent 
of 100 percent o r  more.  

Then,  Mr .  S peaker ,  we have the  government 's  d is­
sem i nat ion of i n format i o n  concern i n g  the C row rate 
debate. I t h i n k  it's probably fai r to say t h at we are 
seei n g  c i v i l  servants used to p resent i nformat ion  to 
the p u b l i c  in t h i s  case in a way t hat I don't rec a l l  c i v i l  
servants bei n g  asked to p resent i n fo rmat ion before, i n  
t h at t h e  i nformat ion bei n g  p resented i s  very se lect ive.  
It i s  not an  effort,  S i r ,  to p lace al l  of the  i nformat i o n  
rel evant to the  C row rate debate before the  p u b l ic .  
What we h ave seen and what we are see i n g  i s  a n  effort 
by the government to p l ace on ly  that i nformat ion 
before the  p u b l i c  wh ich i s  s u p port ive of the  govern­
m ent's pos i t ion .  

S i r, that beg i n s  - ( Interject i o n ) - wel l  the  M em ber  
for Dau p h i n  says ,  that 's a l l  t here is ,  and  t h at i s  a n  
att i tude  of c o u rse w h i c h  reflects the  t h i n k i n g  of m a n y  
of the  mem bers o pposite.  I w o n ' t  s a y  i t  reflects a l l  of 
t h em ,  b u t  t here i s  o n l y  one posi t io n  and t h at is the  
pos i t ion  that 's taken  by the N .D .  Party. That pervades 
many areas, S i r ,  many areas where t h i s  government  
doesn ' t  acknowledge there are other  leg i t imate pos i ­
t ions  that  can be taken  and  that i nformat ion  po i nts to  
other  pos i t ions .  Instead , we have a s i tuat ion  w h e re 
the  M em ber  for Dau p h i n  says, there is o n l y  o n e  posi­
t ion  and that 's h i s  pos i t ion .  Wel l ,  I don ' t  s u bscr ibe to 
that, S i r ,  and I be l ieve the p u b l i c  of M a n i toba w i l l  n ot 
su bsc ri be to t h at as wel l .  I hope t h i s  i s n 't a t rend t h at 
we' re g o i n g  to see from the government ,  we w i l l  have 
th is type of b iased i n format ion being put  forward 
th rough  the  C i v i l  Service,  ent i re ly  leg i t im ate of c o u rse 
for a po l i t i c ian  to stan d  and make his or  her  case·to the 
p u b l i c ,  but  when the  C i v i l  Service i s  i nvolved to put 
forward o n l y  t h at i n format ion w h i c h  is  s u pport ive of 
the  government  pos i t ion .  then i t  becomes q u est iona­
b le ,  M r. S peaker ,  and we' re g o i n g  to be watc h i n g  t h at 
very carefu l ly .  I 'd l i ke to comment a b i t  about  the  
q uest ion  of patronage w i th  t h i s  government  as wel l ,  
S i r .  
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D u r i n g  the  t ime that we were i n  government  there 
were many occas ions  when the  New Democrats 
spoke so stro n g l y  aga i nst the so-ca l led  p o l i t i c a l  
appo i ntees of the Conservative Government and  o f  
the patronage that w a s  p ractised b y  the Conservat ive 
Government ,  and  we adm it  i t .  A long wi th  some of the 
mem bers of the N O P,  for i nstance,  the  form e r  M em be r  
f o r  l n kster w h o  w a s  st i l l  w i th  the  N O P  f o r  part of t hat 
t ime. ack nowledged that a government had the r i g h t  
to appo i nt  peop le  to boards and  comm iss ions  a n d  
e v e n  to sen i o r  c i v i l  serv ice levels ,  to appo in t  peop l e  
w h o  were com p at i b l e  w i th  the government 's  pos i t i o n  
and  we d i dn ' t  espec i a l l y  t a k e  except ion  to t h a t ,  S i r .  
There were many peop le  i n  the N e w  Democrat ic Party 
at t h at t ime t h at d i d  take except i o n  to i t  and so n o w  
w h e n  t h ey come i nto government  we s e e  w h e re t h ey 
rea l l y  stand on that  issue that ,  i n  fact, they h ave p rac­
t ised patronage to a g reater extent then I w o u l d  ever 
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h ave t h o u g h t ,  S i r , i n  l i sten i n g  to t h e i r  speeches i n  t h i s  
H o u s e  a n d  t h e i r  com ments i n  t h i s  House f o r  the  f o u r  
years prev ious .  

For  i n stance, the appointment  of the former  Mem ber 
for Seven Oaks as the  C h a i r m a n  of the Te lephone 
Board a n d  the former M e m ber  for St. Johns  as the 
Cha i rman of M a n i toba Hydro .  T h e  h i r i n g  of the  
mem ber of t h i s  H o use,  the  former  M e m ber for  The 
Pas ,  i nto  a Deputy M i n ister 's pos i t ion  i n  the govern­
ment .  Former M e m ber for Radisson,  Harry S h afransky,  
h i red in  as a Specia l  Assistant to the M i n ister of  
Transportat i o n ;  former M e m ber for R u perts l a n d ,  
Harvey Bostrom ,  g iven a c o n s u l t i n g  cont ract. 

Mr. Speaker ,  t h ese m e m bers o pposite - ( I nter­
ject i o n ) - I hear  the  M e m ber for Thom pson say w h at 
about  C. S m it h ?  W h at he doesn't  acknowledge is t h at 
th ere is a c i v i l  serv ice  structu re i n  the  prov i n ce; there 
is  a merit p r i n c i p l e  app l i ed ,  o r  there was d u ri n g  o u r  
ad m i n i strat i o n ,  w h e n  peop le  c o u l d  a p p l y  f o r  pos i­
t ions  and  be se lected a n d  i f  they h a ppened , S i r , to 
have some p o l i t ica l  bac k g ro u n d  that did not keep 
them fro m  bei n g  e m p l oyed . For i n stance,  when H arry 
Marden was h i red to work for the g overn ment ,  he  was 
h i red to a b u l le t in  pos i t ion th roug h  the C i v i l  Service, 
S i r , and w h at did we get in the H o use? We had the 
mem bers o pposite stan d  and  say t h at he wou l d  be 
f i red when they took over as gove rn ment .  - ( Inter­
ject i o n ) - Wel l ,  I wou l d n't  say t h at he was f i red 
because I t h i n k  t h at he probab ly  rea l ized the t h reat 
t h at had been made by the New Democrats w h e n  t hey 
were in oppos i t ion  and took t h e  opport u n ity to  g o  
e lsewhere f o r  e m p l oyment .  

T h at 's the  sort of t h i n k  that  we ' re gett i n g  f rom the 
mem bers o pposite .  We' re seei n g  them h asten to 
c h a n g e  appo i n t ments to  the Boards and C o m m is­
s ions ,  Sir ,  in a way that  was not p ract ised before, 
peo p l e  gett i n g  letters say i n g :  "Wel l ,  your appo i nt­
ment ex p i res the end of J u ne , "  for i nstance ,  " b u t  do  
you h ave any  i ntent ion of ste p p i n g  down ear l i e r  t h a n  
t h at ,  because we m a y  w i s h  to  appo in t  someone i n  
you r p l ace. " Everyt h i n g  is  be i n g  done  to g e t  t h e i r  
peop le  i nto p l ace.  T h i s  i s  som et h i n g  t h a t  we w o u l d  
expect to h a p pen  o v e r  t i m e  as a norma l  cou rse o f  
events ,  but  w h at I d o n 't ex pect to see i t  d o n e  by peo­
ple who decried the  same type of t h i n g  when t hey 
were in oppos i t ion .  

T h e  same sort of th ing  a p p l i ed to advert i s i n g  con­
t racts. The cr i t i c i sm that  was  level led at the  form e r  
g o v e r n m e n t  for i ts advert i s i n g  contracts a n d  t h e n  w e  
see t h i s  government t u rn a b o u t  and very q u i c k l y  
award cont racts to the advert i s i n g  f i rm  t h at h a n d led 
t h e i r  i nformat i o n ,  t h at hand led t h e i r  c a m p a i g n  d u ri n g  
t h e  e lect ion  c a m p a i g n .  T h at 's f i n e ,  S i r ,  except t hey 
g ive the excuse of, wel l ,  we had to do  i t  in a h u rry ,  we 
d i d n't  have m u c h  t i m e  and so t h i s  was why we g ave it 
to t h i s  part i c u l a r  company .  If they s i m p l y  w o u l d  c o m e  
o u t  and  ack n owledge the fact t h at ;  Y e s ,  t h i s  advert is­
i n g  company h a n d l ed al l  our b u s i n ess d u r i n g  the 
e lect ion  and we won the e lect i o n  and therefore we' re 
g o i n g  to reward them,  then the  p u b l i c  w o u l d  k n ow 
w here they stood and  we wou l d  have an h onest 
a n swer from the New Democrats. 

M r. Speaker,  the  mem bers o pposite prom ised con­
s u l tat i o n .  They prom ised a n  open door po l icy ,  that 
they w o u l d  be p repared to l i sten to the p u b l i c ;  t hey 
p r o m i sed,  M r. S peaker,  that they wou ld  h ave a n  open 

door  p o l i cy,  that t h ey wou l d  consu l t  w i th  farm e rs and  
they wou l d  consu l t  w i th  farmers and they wou l d  con­
su l t  w i th  bus i nessm e n  and they wou l d  consu l t  w i th  
labour ,  g iv ing  the i m p ress ion  that  these peo p l e  wou ld  
have rea l  i n put i nto w h at t h i s  g overn ment  was g o i n g  
t o  d o ,  t h at i n  fact t h ey weren 't g o i n g  to t a k e  d e c i s i o n s  
w i t h o u t  g o i n g  to the  peop le  w h o  were to be affected 
by i t .  

Wel l ,  w hat are we f i n d i n g ,  w h at a re we f i n d i n g ,  Mr .  
Speaker? Not that  there i s  rea l  consu ltat i o n .  Ask  t h e  
M a n i toba Catt le  Producers i f  t here i s  r e a l  consu l ta­
t ion  over the deve lopment  of the  Beef Assistance 
Prog ram.  Ask the M a n itoba Farm B u reau i f  t here was 
real consu l tat i o n  over the deve l o p m e nt of that .  Ask 
the h ote l m e n  or  the R estau rant Assoc iat ion  i f  there 
was consu ltat ion  w i th  them before they b ro u g h t  i n  the  
i n c reases i n  the m i n i m u m  wage .  S i r, consu l tat i o n ,  we 
are learn i n g ,  i s  s i m ply  a l l o w i n g  someone to  put  for­
ward a pos i t ion a n d  you say: "Thank  you very m u c h , "  
and  t h e n  y o u  g o  ahead and do  exact l y  w h at you 
i n t e n d e d to do b e f o r e .  T h a t ' s  w h a t ' s  b e i n g  
d e m o n st rated . - ( I n ter ject i o n ) - W e l l ,  w e  h e a r  
agai n ,  you do  w h at's r i g ht .  You  see, t h e  M e m be r  for 
F l i n  F lon says: "You l isten and then you g o  a h ead and 
do w h at 's  r i g h t . "  T h e  M e m b e r  for  D au p h i n  says:  
"What's r ight i s  what we t h i n k . "  

So the re i t  i s ,  M r. Speaker .  T h ose t w o  m e m bers 
have s u m med the ent i re s i tuat ion u p  better t h a n  I 
cou l d  because i t 's  n ot consu l tat ion  at a l l .  You g ive 
them the opport u n ity to exp ress themselves and then  
you do  w h at 's r i g h t  a n d  that  h a p pens  to be what  the 
New Dem ocrat ic Party t h i n ks .  I d o n 't t h i n k  t hat's 
go i n g  to  wash ,  M r. S peaker .  I t h i n k  the p u b l i c  is 
beg i n n i n g  to see w h at i s  meant  by t h i s  government  
when they ta lk  about  consu l tat i o n .  They l i sten and  
then they g o  ahead and  do  w h at they i ntended to d o  to  
beg i n  w i t h ,  S i r . That's exact ly  w hat they do .  T h at 's n ot 
rea l l y  consu ltat ion .  

W h at I f i n d  even  m o re a la rm i n g  t h a n  t h at ,  S i r  - and 
th is  was demonst rated i n  the  speech t h at was g iven by 
the  M e m ber for G i m l i  - it 's  been i m p l i c i t  in  w h at 
others h ave sa id but  it was exp l i c i t  i n  w h at the 
M e m ber for G i m l i  sa id ,  a n d  t h at i s  t h at t h e  e lected 
farm leaders of t h i s  p rov i nce rea l l y  d o n 't represent 
what the farmers t h i n k .  

T h e  M a n itoba Catt l e  Producers h a p p e n  to repres­
ent about  1 4, 000 producers a n d  they h ave a system 
for e lect i n g  the i r  d i rectors and for e lect i n g  t h e i r  p res­
ident .  There are some 1 8  c o m m od ity g roups ,  I be l i eve, 
w i t h i n  the M a n i toba Farm B u reau ,  each w h i c h  e lects 
the i r  own peop le  and put t h e i r  structu re together  in 
one overa l l  u m b re l l a  organ izat ion that represents 
t h e i r  i n terest. But, S i r ,  because the v i ews put forward 
by t hose organ izat i ons  don ' t  h a p p e n  to f i t  w i t h  t h ose 
of t h e  government  the  M e m ber  for  G i m l i  s tands u p  
and  says,  t hey d o n ' t  rea l l y  represent w h at the  p u b l i c  
th i n ks .  Now t h at 's a very d a n g e rous  att i tude ,  S i r , for  a 
government  to beg i n  to take,  t h at w h e n  they p i c k  and 
choose between the representat ives of  t h e  people 
which ones actua l ly  rep resent t h e  peo p l e  a n d  w h ich 
ones do n ot.  
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Wel l ,  S i r ,  they c hoose to t h i n k ,  for  i nstance,  t h at the 
Nat ional  Farmers U n i o n  represents the  p u b l i c  even 
t h o u g h  t h ey may h ave perhaps 200 m e m bers and 
there's the  d i fference,  you see. T h e  M e m be r  for  
T h o m pson says that 's the  same way we o perate d ,  we 



Monday, 26 Apri l ,  1982 

sa id  the  N at i o n a l  Farmers U n i o n  d i d n't  represent the 
v iews of the farmers .  That 's  c orrect, they don ' t .  B u t  we 
never said t h at they don't  rep resent the v iews of t h e i r  
mem bers ,  t h ey d o  represent t h e  v iews of t h e i r  
mem bers.  The  M a n itoba Catt le Producers happen t o  
rep resent a b o u t  1 4 ,000 producers and t h i s  govern­
ment stan d s  a n d  says, they don't  rep resent t h ose p ro­
d u cers.  Wel l ,  S i r ,  that's a d a n gerous k i n d  of an  att i ­
tude for the  government to take ,  for a pol i t ica l  party to 
take.  

In  the area of prom i ses ,  Sir ,  pr ior to assum i n g  
respon s i b i l i ty  f o r  g o v e r nm e n t  t h e  M em be r  f o r  
Thom pson says t h at w e  d o n 't a c k n owledge anyt h i n g  
about the N o rt h ,  S i r .  I can assu re the M em be r  for 
Thom pson that  i f  h e  looks at the record he  w i l l  f i n d  
t h a t  there w a s  f a r  m o re eco n om i c  act iv i ty g o i n g  o n  i n  
the  N o rth  w i th  respect to the b a s i c  i n d u stry from 
w h i c h  the  wea l th  of the N o rt h  f lows, a n d  t h at is m i n­
i n g ,  d u r i n g  t h e  per iod of o u r  ad m i n istrat i o n .  S i nce 
tak i n g  over  we have seen n oth i n g  but layoffs in  the 
N o rth  under  t h e  g overn ment  of these m em bers 
o p posite.  

When they were in oppos i t i o n ,  Sir ,  they made a 
g reat m a n y  prom i ses and t hey s a i d  that it was d u e  to 
the management  of the Conse rvat ive Government ,  
t h e  Conservat ive Government  was respons ib le  for the 
state of the economy i n  t h e  prov i n ce. T here are so 
many of these p ro m i ses made ,  Mr. Speaker ,  i t 's  d i ff i­
cult  to keep them al l  sorted out .  

Here's one f rom Septem ber 6,  1 980, for  i nstance,  
where "Government rest ra i n t  p o l i c ies are to b l am e  for 
M a n itoba's cont i n ued poor econom i c  performance ,"  
O p pos i t ion Leader  Howard Pawley says .  Wel l ,  S i r, 
what do we hear now about who's respon s i b l e  for the 
econom i c  s i tuat ion  i n  the p rov i n ce? I s  i t  the  restra i n t  
p o l i c ies? Because s u re ly  t h at government  has the  
opport u n ity to tu rn  those rest ra in t  p o l i c ies aro u n d .  
They c o u l d  t u r n  them arou n d ,  but  n o w  they're say i n g  
o h  no ,  i t ' s  n ot t h e  rest rai nt  p o l i c ies of the  government ,  
i t 's  Reaganom i cs now t h at 's respon s i b l e ,  t h ey' re 
resp o n s i b l e ,  a n d  the Federal  g overnment  i s  respons i ­
b l e  a n d  the  m u l t i nat iona ls  a re respo n s i b le ,  but  not  
t h i s  government .  They're not  tak i n g  respons i b i l i ty .  

Wel l ,  they made p rom ises before they were e lected , 
S i r , a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  e lect ion  a n d  I can q u ote h ere from 
another  of t h e i r  cam pa i g n  documents ,  t h i s  one was 
ent i t led : "Som et h i n g  to Come Home to, a H om e  -
emergency i nterest rate re l i ef program , "  a n d  t h ey g o  
o n .  T h e y  ta l k  a b o u t  a "two-year prog ram w i l l  e n s u re 
t h at no M a n i toban is forced to lose t h e i r  h ome,  farm o r  
sma l l  bus i n ess d u e  t o  a b n o rm a l l y  h i g h  i nterest rates , "  
n o  M a n i toban . Can you im a g i ne ,  S i r, t h e  im pact that 
t h at k i n d  of prom ise had on t h e  p u b l i c  faced w i th  very 
d i ff ic u l t  econom i c  t imes? We a c k n owledge that  but 
when someone came a l o n g  and sa id ,  n o  home,  no 
farm and n o  b u s i n ess w i l l  be  lost,  S i r, then t h at was 
p rom ise that had a very com pe l l i n g  message in i t .  

They went o n  to say, "Get moratori um leg is la t ion  
des ig ned to a l l ow t ime to reassess refi n a n c i n g  opt ions  
w i l l  be part of the  p rogram , "  I don ' t  k n ow whether  i t  
w i l l  be or  not ,  S i r ,  i t 's  a prom ise that's made but  we 
h aven' t  seen any s i g n  of i t .  And t h i s ,  S i r ,  i s  another  
statement  at t h e  e n d  of th is  pam p h let ,  "The NDP i s  
comm itted to t u r n i n g  arou n d  econom i c  dec l i ne of  the 
l ast four  years but  emergency act ion  is  req u i red now,  
w i th  your  s u p p o rt i t  w i l l  be done ."  

Now,  doesn ' t  that  have a powerf u l  r i ng  to i t ,  S i r, it  
w i l l  be done .  We l l ,  h e re t hey are in g overnment .  T h ey 
beg a n ,  S i r ,  they were p rom i s i n g  an emergency Ses­
s i o n  of the Leg i s l atu re, a n  emergency Sess i o n  to deal 
w i th  the Interest R ate R e l ief Prog ram and to deal w i th  
a beef  prog ram a n d  when  the  former  Leader  o f  the  
O p posi t i o n ,  the  p resent Prem i er ,  a ppeared at a m eet­
i n g  at the  I nterlake he sa i d ,  "And  t h i s  is not some­
t h i n g  that 's g o i n g  to d rag on i nto weeks or months, 
this i s  som et h i n g  that 's g o i n g  to be done r ight away . "  

What h a p pened w i t h i n  days of gett i n g  e lected? 
Wel l ,  S i r, t h ey decided t h at we rea l l y  don 't need l e g i s­
la t ion  for t h i s .  M aybe we can accom p l ish  t h i s  t h ro u g h  
another  m e a n s .  So t h e i r  attent ion  w a s  taken away 
from the promise t h at they were g o i n g  to have an 
emergency Sess i o n  of the Leg i s l atu re. Now, after the 
House was in Sess i o n  for six weeks we d iscovered 
t h at i n deed , t here d i d  have to be leg is lat i o n ,  and  t here 
d i d  have to  be reg u l at ions  passed before t hey c o u l d  
pay out  a n icke l  so a l l  t h ose prom i ses were mean i ng­
less i n  terms of the u rgency that  they attached to  it  
and in terms of the s i g n i f icance of the p rog rams t h at 
they b ro u g h t  forward , because there is a very com­
pel l i n g  prom i se t h at was made,  S i r, and  you can f ind i t  
t ime and  t ime again in the m ater ia l  t hat t h at govern­
ment put  forward ; t ime and  t ime aga i n ,  n o  farm ,  no 
b u s i n ess a n d  n o  h om e  i s  go ing to be l ost as a conse­
q uence of h i g h  i n te rest rates. 

What have we determ i ned to d ate about the app l ica­
t i o n  of that  p rog ram ? Last week I t h i n k  the re was a 
poss i b i l i ty t h at seven sma l l  bus i nesses were be ing  
recommended a n d  t h at anybody t h at g rossed m o re 
than  $350,000 a year wasn't  g o i n g  to q u a l i fy ;  that any 
farm e r  t h at g rossed m o re than  $70, 000 wasn't  g o i n g  
to q u a l i fy? S i r ,  I venture to s a y  t h at the  vast major i ty o f  
the  a g r i c u l t u ra l  produce of th i s  p rov i n ce comes f rom 
farm s  where they g ross more than  $70,000 a year - I 
d o n 't h ave the  exact f i g u re - but  there is no q uest ion  
t h at v i a b l e  a g r i c u l t u re i n  t h i s  p rov i n ce i s  based o n  
farm s  that  p r o d u c e  m o re than  $70,000 a y e a r  and 
those peo p l e  a re i n  d i ff i c u lty .  

T he re a re sales tak i n g  p lace in the country v i rtua l ly 
every day at an  u n p recedented rate;  there are farm­
eq u i pment  dea lers g o i n g  out  of b u s i n ess;  there a re 
farmers g o i n g  out  of bus i ness; t here are peop le  phon­
ing  say i n g  what  i s  t h i s  g overnment  go ing  to do? They  
made p rom i ses; n o  farm ,  n o  b u s i n ess and  n o  h ome 
w i l l  be l ost .  W h at have  t hey been  offered? There 
hasn ' t  been a d o l l a r  pa id  out ,  S i r , t here hasn 't been a 
d o l l a r  pa id  out  and  they've been i n  government  for 
over f i ve months .  

They p rom ised the  peop le  of M a n i toba;  they p rom­
ised t h em .  They ' re b rea k i n g  that  prom i se and  they ' re 
brea k i n g  that  trust .  At the t ime that they ' re brea k i n g  
the p rom ises t h e y  m a d e  they're d o i n g  t h i n g s  that t h ey 
n ever prom i sed to d o .  They never to ld anybody t h ey 
were g o i n g  to ra ise the  sales tax ,  t h at wasn't  part of 
t h e  barga i n ;  t h ey n ever to ld  peop le  that they were 
look i n g  at u nfreez i n g  Hydro; t hey d i d n ' t  te l l peo p le  
t h at they were  g o i n g  to end the Crown Land Sa le  
Po l i cy .  - ( Interject i o n ) - That's r ight .  Even down to  
t h e  detai l s  of somet h i n g  as sm a l l  as retu rn i n g  aban­
doned r i g hts-of-way we f i n d  t h e  ideo logy of the g ov­
ernment opposite sta n d i n g  in the way of them d o i n g  
somet h i n g  t h at w a s  a l ready u n der  w a y .  They stopped 
t h ose t h i ngs ,  S i r ,  a n d  they are do ing noth i n g ,  they a re 
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d o i n g  noth i n g  to earn ,  to keep the  trust  that the peo­
ple of t h i s  p rov ince put in them last N ovem ber 1 7t h .  

M R .  S PEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for La 
Vere n d rye. 

MR. BAN MAN: G o  l i c k  your wounds .  

MOTION presented and carried a n d  the  H ouse 
resolved i tse lf  i nto  a C o m m i ttee to cons ider  of  the 
S u p p l y  to be g ranted to Her  M aj esty with the H o n o u r­
a b l e  M e m ber  for F l i n  F lon  i n  the C h a i r  for the  Depart­
ment  of Heal th  and the H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for The 
Pas in  the  Cha i r  for  the  Department  of Econo m i c  
Deve lopment  and  Tour ism.  

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY - ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND TOURISM 

M R .  C HAIR MAN, Phil Eyler (River East): C o m m ittee 
come to order.  We are cons ider i n g  Item 2 . ( d ) ( 1 )  u nder  
t h e  Depart m e nt of  Eco n o m i c  Deve l o p m ent a n d  
Tou r i s m .  

The  Mem ber f o r  Stu rgeon C reek.  

MR. FRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek): M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  I be l ieve we were down as far as I nd ustr ia l  
I nf rastructu re and  I on ly had o n e  q u est ion left o n  i t  
a n d  was to ask the  M i n ister i f  there is  present ly  any 
req uests for the  I nfrastructu re Program from any of 
the towns or  m u n i c i pa l i t ies? 

HON. M U RIEL SMITH (Osborne): M r. Cha i rperson ,  
there a re the cont i n u i n g  programs wi th  the outstand­
i n g  ba lance st i l l  payab le  to the  R . M .  of R ussel l .  There 
are two other com m u n i t ies that we' re cu rrent ly  havi n g  
d iscuss ions w i t h  b u t  we p refer n o t  to n a m e  t h e m  at 
t h i s  stage. 

MR. J OHNSTON: Excuse me, Mr.  C h a i r m a n ,  i f  the 
M i n ister cou ld  possi b ly  answer a q u est ion t h at I was 
i ntend i n g  to ask regard i ng the Tec h n ica l  Research 
Centre in Wi n n i peg and the Food Centre in Portage la 
Pra i r i e .  There was a struct u re where they had t h e i r  
Boards a n d  t h e n  there w a s  the M a n itoba Research 
C o u n c i l  Board and then the Man itoba Research 
C o u n c i l  m a k i n g  reco m mendat ions to the M i n ister 
and i t  was beco m i n g  a b i t  confu s i n g  in t h at i t  had a l ot 
of Boards that  seemed to have to be respo n s i b l e  to .  I s  
t h e re a n y  m ove t o  h ave t h e  Boards o f  t h ose two cen­
tres respons i b l e  to the  M i n ister or  the Deputy rather  
than  to the M a n itoba Research Cou n c i l ?  

MRS. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  these Boards a r e  set 
up u n der M A C  w h i c h  is  cu rrent ly  under  the Enterpr ise 
M a n itoba Agreement and  we have a des i re to expand 
the  scope of M A C  as a Board t h at w i l l  look  at sc ience 
and  tec h n o l ogy  po l i cy  for the ent i re prov i nce and  
inc lude  wider  representat ion  than  i t  cu rrent ly  has .  We 
a lso are i n te rested i n  retai n i n g  the  type  of serv ice t h at 
we' re gett i n g  from the  tec h n ology Boards s i nce t h e  
Enterprise M a n i toba Ag reements e i t h e r  term i n ate 
next year or  a l o n g e r  sort of w i n d-down per iod can be 
negot iated w i th  t h e  Federa l  G overn ment .  At the 
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m o ment we're t h i n k i n g  it's p rematu re to t ry to make  
major  s h i fts i n  t h e  structure.  What  we are do ing  
act ively i s  p l a n n i n g  for the opt ions that  w i l l  be ava i l ­
ab le  t o  us  at t h e  e n d  of t h e  E n terpr ise M a n itoba 
Ag reement  a n d  to work i n  some k i n d  of stab i l ity so 
t h at the  tec h no logy  centres can,  i ndeed,  funct ion  and 
t h at the  MAC Board can carry out  the wider tasks t h at 
we see appropr iate to i t .  Now,  i n  order  to b r i n g  a l l  t h at 
about ,  we w i l l  work  w i t h  the c u rre n t  stru ctu re for t h e  
t i m e  be i n g ,  b u t  p l a n  for  the  t rans i t ion  to a w i d e r  m is­
s ion  and a m o re stab l e  basis .  

MR. CHAIR MAN, Harry M.  Harapiak (The Pas): 
2. ( d ) ( 1 )  Sa lar ies-pass; 2 . ( d ) (2 )  Other  Expend i tures­
pass; 2 . ( d ) (3 )  G rant  Assistance-pass; 2 . ( e )  Eco n o m i c  
Deve lopment  a n d  Tour ism ;  2 . ( e) ( 1 ) Sa lar ies .  

The M e m ber for Stu rgeon C reek.  

MR. JOHNSTON :  M r. Cha i rman ,  I wonder  i f  the  M i n­
ister  is p l a n n i n g  to g ive us a n y  sort of out l i n e  as to t h e  
Tour ism p r o g r a m  for  t h e  prov i nce t h i s  year? I n  oth e r  
words,  am there any m aj o r  changes to Tour ism? 

MRS.  SMITH: M r. Cha i rman ,  the  m arket i n g  com po­
nent of the program w i l l  concentrate o n  p r i mary 
m a rkets in Canada and the U . S .  We're h o p i n g  to 
i n c rease v i s i tat i o n  to  the prov i n ce in the  n e i g h bour­
hood of 3 percent  to 4 percent a n d  i n c rease v is i tor  
spend i n g  by about  14  percent .  T here w i l l  be a fa i r 
amount  of i n-prov ince  promot ion conti n u i n g ,  some 
specia l  i n it i at i ves in  spec ia l ly mark ets and for some 
off-season advert i s i n g .  We w i ll cont inue  o u r  consu­
mer  promot ions at gove rn ment  and  t ravel s h ows and  
at  t rave l  t rade consort i u ms .  There w i l l  be an o n g o i n g  
awareness progra m m i n g  act iv i ty a n d  o u r  O u t reach 
Take a Good Look M a n itoba Show,  a l thou g h  we may 
have a d i fferent  t i t le  for  i t ,  I ' m  not  too s u re at t h i s  
stage .  The Dest i nat ion  M a n itoba Program w i l l  b e  
movi n g  a l o n g .  We h o p e  to act ivate the  programs Two, 
T h ree a n d  S i x  t h at have c u r re n t l y  n ot been i n  
operat i o n .  

I can s a y ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  that we're l o o k i n g  for devel­
opment  of the awareness by the  peop le  i n  t h e  tour ism 
i n d u stry of  t h e m se l ves as a n  i n d ustry a n d  of how 
deve l o p m e n t  for  each o n e  can  benef i t  the  oth e rs .  I t 's  
q u ite a n  exc it i n g  i n d u st ry in  t h e  sense t h at t here's a 
g reat d i vers i ty of act iv i t ies  i n  it and  people w h o  seem 
to enjoy the work a g reat deal ,  b u t  t h ey've perhaps 
suffered in the past from not see i n g  themse lves as a 
total i n d ustry a n d  not  a lways work i n g  as effect ive ly  
toget h er to b r i n g  about  advances. B u t  I see that  a lot  
can be g a i n ed f rom work i n g  co-operat ively w i th  that 
i n du st ry a n d  I t h i n k  t h e  l a u n c h i n g  of the Dest i nat ion 
Man i toba Programs Two, T h ree a n d  S ix  wi l l  g ive a 
boost to t h e  i n d ustry that everyon e  s h o u l d  benef i t  
fro m .  

M R. JOHNSTON :  D i d  the  M i n ister say t h e  Take a 
G ood Look M a n i toba progra m ?  I d i d n ' t  catch whether 
it  was g o i n g  to be o n  o r  off. 

MRS. S MITH: I said i t  wou ld  be on, but i t  m i g h t  h ave a 
d i fferent t i t le .  

MR. C HAIRMAN: The M e m be r  for E merson . 
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MR. DRIEDGER:  Thank y o u .  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  I j ust 
wanted to make a few comments and d raw to the  
M i n ister's attent ion  some concerns  that we have ,  for  
example ,  i n  the southeast of M a n itoba.  Actu a l l y  w i th  
the Port of E n t ry at M i d d l e b ro ,  we have a l ot of  Amer i ­
cans com i n g  in  and  us ing t h at approach i nto the 
Wh i tes h e l l  deve l o pment .  We h ave som e  good poten­
t ia l  i n  that area at Lake of the Woods,  the only port t h at 
we have on Lake of the Woods o n  the  M a n i toba s ide  
and M oose Lake ,  the  deve l o pment  out  the re a n d  
somehow as t h ese peo p l e  come i nto the  Canad i a n  
s ide  there i s  very l i t t le  that we offer them i n  term s  o f  
any potent ia l  i n  the southeast.  

We've cou nted as many as 1 00 boats o n  B i rc h  P o i nt 
d u ri n g  the f ish i n g  season at a g i ven t ime and  we have 
very poor faci l i t i es in some sense for  our tou r ists out 
there, and  we have very l im ited deve l o pm e n t  in the 
M oose Lake a rea and I wou l d  l i k e  to see whether  t h i s  
M i n i ster - I rea l ize t h a t  part of t h e  deve l o pment  comes 
u n d e r  Natu ral  Resou rces, i f  I 'm correct but I t h i n k  
possi b ly  t h e  p romot ion e n d  o f  i t  certa i n l y  i s  some­
t h i n g  that comes u n der  t h i s  department  here .  We've 
had com p l a i nts at var ious t imes that even o n  the tou r­
ist broch u res. etc. t h at t h e  southeast a rea has been 
om.i tted o n  som e  of the m aps,  some of  the  p romo­
t iona l  work that i s  there .  I 'm wonder i ng  i f  the M i n ister 
could i n d i cate h e r  feel i n g s  o n  t h e  concerns that  I 've 
ra ised.  

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Cha i rperson ,  the Wh iteshe l l  i s  one 
of the  pr io r i ty dest i nat ion areas u nder  Dest i nat ion  
M a n itoba a n d  u n d e r  Prog ram 6,  pr ivate operators can 
certa i n l y  a p p l y  for m o n i es to ass is t  w i th  u p g ra d i n g  
a n d  ex pans i o n .  I s u p pose t h e  u nspoken q uest i o n  a s  
t o  whether an i n form at ion  centre s h o u l d  be opened 
there for the  Amer ican t o u r i sts i s  somet h i n g  t h at we' l l  
b e  l oo k i n g  at. There's need f o r  deve lopment  of better 
i nformat ion centres,  h i g he r  v i s i b i l i ty ,  better q u a l i ty at 
the ent ry f rom the States on H i g h way 75 a n d  a lso  
im p rovement  o n  the entry po int  o n  H i g hway 1 from 
the  west.  T h ese have not got  onto  the  s h o rt l i st for  
cap i ta l  deve l o pment  th is  year but  they a re a h i g h  
pr io rity from o u r  department 's  po in t  o f  v iew a n d  I 
t h i n k  t h i s  p a rt i c u l a r  locat i o n  t h at the  mem be r  has 
d rawn o u r  attent ion  to wi l l  certa i n l y  be t h rown i nto the  
m i x  and  looked at  i n  term s  of p r i o r ity for u pcom i n g  
years. 

MR. DRIEDGE R :  Does the M i n ister h ave any i n fo r­
mat ion as to how many peop le  c ross u nder the  tour­
i sm aspect at t h e  ports of e ntry i n  t h e  southeast? W h y  
I a s k  t h i s  q u est ion ,  i t  m i g ht be t h at we' re.j ust spec u l at­
i n g  that there i s  a lot of traff i c  c om i n g  t h ro u g h  there i n  
t h e  tou r ism area, but  i f  t h e  M i n ister has some f ig u res i t  
m i g ht g i ve us  a n  i n d i cat i o n  as to w h ether  som e  of 
these projects are warranted out  th ere or  not .  

MRS. SMITH: Yes, M r. C h a i rperso n ,  t h at 's the k i n d  of 
i nformat i o n ,  of cou rse, the  department n eeds to make 
t h e i r  recommendat ions a n d  t h ey te l l  m e  that  we have  
t hat i nformat ion  - not here a t  t h e  m oment ,  i t  c o u l d  be 
made avai l a b l e  - but  i t 's  t h e  c o l lect ion  of t h at k i n d  of 
data tha\ 's n ecessary in the p l a n n i n g  p rocess a n d  
th ere's bee n a m ove to co l l ect h arder  d ata to ass ist  u s  
w i th  o u r  p l a n n i n g .  

MR. DRIEDGER: M r. C h a i rman ,  to speak i n  response 
or  to speak in  favou r  of the  f u rther  deve lopment  i n  the 
southeast, when you cons ider  the traff ic s i tuat ion  o n  
som e  of the  m a j o r  h i g h ways t h a t  a re g o i n g  i nto the  
W h iteshe l l ,  the  N o .  1 2  H i g hway , w h i c h  i s  a good 
h i g h way; i t ' s  be ing  reb u i l t and restruct u red i n  p laces, 
has very l i t t le t raff i c  o n  i t  and i t 's a very nice d r ive out 
t here.  We have some g reat potent ia l  in t here in the  
southeast, even  i n  the  w i nter  recreat i o n  e n d  of i t  
wh ich  I t h i n k  i s  somet h i n g  that  i s  b e i n g  over looked to  
some deg ree; we have  g reat sk i  t ra i l s  and  snow t o b­
o g g a n  t ra i l s  u p  i n  t h at a rea and  I t h i n k  p romot i o n ,  
even f o r  peop le  from the  c i t y  here,  to m a k e  u s e  of t h e  
fac i l i t i es o r the  opportu n i t ies ,  i f  we d i d  h a v e  t h e  fac i l i ­
t ies ,  I t h i n k  there's a lot  of pote n t i a l  there .  I wou l d  j ust 
l i k e  to d raw that to the M i n i ster 's attent ion  that t h ese 
t h i n g s  are needed t h e re .  We are that c lose to the 
border  a n d  we have very l i t t le  to offer to o u r  Amer ican 
f r iends when  they com e  across. I th ink  wi th  a l i t t le  b i t  
of  promot ion  we can ent ice  a lot m o re peo p l e  to c ome 
across a n d  spend som e  of t h e i r  m o n ey that  we a l l  l i ke 
to have. 

M R S. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  I k n ow t h at I can 
count o n  the  co-operat ion  of the  h o n o u rab le  m em be r  
to acq u a i n t  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  area, the  l o c a l  peop le  
i n vo lved in  tour ism ,  to  take advantage of som e  of the 
p rog rams i n  P rog ram 6 .  There has been a move o n  the 
part of  t h e  department  to advert ise m o re a l l  year­
rou n d  act iv i t ies a n d  certa i n l y  t h e  w i nter recreat i o n  
act iv i t ies the  mem be r  refers to,  do  come u nder  t h at 
um bre l l a .  It is an im portant  a rea for d raw i n g  i n  out-of­
c o u n t ry v i s i to rs ,  let  a l o n e  out-of-prov ince  a n d ,  of 
c o u rse,  the m o re we can do  t h at the m o re outs ide 
m oney we can br i n g  i nto t h e  economy.  So ,  I take  the  
h o n o u rab le  mem ber's suggest ions  and  recomme n d a­
t i o n s  ser ious ly  a n d  we certai n l y  do w h at we can  to 
p romote tour ism in t h at a rea. 

MR. DRIEDGER:  I t h a n k  the  M i n ister for the encou­
rag i n g  words a l o n g  t h ose l i n es .  I 'd j ust l i ke  to i n d i cate 
to her t h at there i s  an  assoc i at i o n ,  I b e l i eve it's ca l led 
Southeast Tour ists' Assoc iat ion that is  work i n g  there 
r i g h t  now.  It 's u n d e r  the  c h a i rmansh i p  of Lawrence 
N o rdstrom from the  S p ra g u e  a rea and  t h ese a re the 
peo p l e  w h o  have been very concerned a n d  have been 
t ry i n g  to work towards gett i n g  some m ore p rom o­
t iona l  work done  in that a rea; I ' l l  certa i n l y  refer them 
to g et i n  touch wi th  the M i n ister's department  to pos­
s i b i l i ty m eet and express the i r  concerns o n  a f i rst­
hand  bas is .  
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MRS. SMITH: Yes, M r . Cha i rperson .  U nder  the Des­
t i nat ion  M a n i toba Prog rams there are several t h at a re 
i n  operat i o n  now,  one of w h i c h  does g ive organ iza­
t iona l  s u p port to the tou rist i n d ustry assoc iat ions  
t h ro u g hout  the  p rov i nce .  We deal  w i th  the  centra l  
g ro u p  but  they,  i n  t u r n ,  have a l l  the  ar.ea, the  reg i o n a l  
tou r ist o rg a n i zat ions ,  and  we h o p e  to im p rove o u r  
co-ord i n at i n g  and  we certa i n l y  see those organ iza­
t i o n s  as very n ecessary and im portant  to the devel­
o pm e n t  of tour ism because i t  i s  so m u c h  a co l lect i o n  
of sm al l -scale pr i vate-sector actors and  I t h i n k  that  
the  Tour ism Associat ion he lps br ing  the i r  act iv i t ies 
together and  e n s u re that we have a good package for  
the  tou r ist .  
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MR.  DRIEDGER:  I j ust have a f i n a l comment .  I'd l i ke 
to j u st i n d i cate some of the  feel i ngs  t h at have become 
prom i nent  from t ime to t ime from the  peop le  there .  I t  
wou l d  appear t hat t h e i r  fee l i n g  is  that m ost of the 
act i o n  is  a l l  d i rected at the Wh ites h e l l  o r  the  Fa lcon 
Lake-West Hawk areas and the lakes a lon g  there. I f  
there's anyt h i n g  left at a l l  you know the c rum bs,  they 
get  channe l led off  i nto the southeast corner .  I wou ld  
once  aga i n l i ke to i n d i cate that  w i th  the g r o u p  that  i s  
f u n ct i o n i n g  there r i g h t  now and myself ,  we'd l i ke t o  
feel t h at you s h o u l d  pr io r ize poss i b l y  som e  o f  the 
projects in  t h at area a n d  not treat i t  as a n  afterthought  
somewhere a long  the  l i ne .  

M R S. SMITH: Yes ,  M r. C h a i rperson ,  I t h i n k  the 
mem ber  has done  a g ood j o b  of sens i t i z ing  me, at any 
rate, to the opport u n i ty in that area. I t h i n k ,  as I sa id  
before, that i s  o n e  p l ace where we can br ing outs ide 
money in ,  as i t  were ;  I t h i n k  that certa i n l y  i s  a des i rab le  
goa l  of the i n d ustry .  As some of o u r  o lder  tou rist a reas 
become f u l l  and you start to get the g ro u p  t h at want  to 
get more i nto the w i l derness o r  want a l ess c rowded 
env i ro nment ,  I t h i n k  areas such as the southeast w i l l  
rea l l y  come i nto  t h e i r  o w n  and  we' l l  do  everyt h i n g  we 
can to assist .  

MR.  CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber  for Sturgeon C reek.  

MR.  JOHNSTON: M r. C h a i rm a n ,  I 'd l i ke to ask i f  
there's been  a n y  thought  of h av i n g  a Tour i st I nforma­
t ion Centre somewhe re c loser to the  c i ty  o n  H i g h way 
75. I k now we h ave o n e  at t h e  border  at Em erson b u t  
t h e  success o f  t h e  In form at i o n  Centre t h at w a s  put  o n  
the  west s ide  of W i n n i peg from the  p o i n t  of v iew of 
peo p l e  be i n g  a b l e  to see it, peop le  sto p p i n g  and  
rece i v i n g  i n form at i o n  o n  where to go  i n  the prov i n ce ,  
was j ust very d ramat i c  - I t h i n k  t r i p l ed o r  even more 
than t h at ,  as far as people sto p p i n g  were concerned .  
We j u st have t h e  use of a t ra i l e r  o n  the east  s ide  or  a 
sma l l  Inform at i o n  Centre on the east s ide ,  I bel i eve at 
a serv ice stat i o n  for an Inform at i o n  Centre .  A re there 
a n y  thoug hts to expan d i n g  t hose two,  o n e  i n  Fort 
G a rry and the  o n e  o n  the  east s i d e  f rom t h e  po in t  of 
v iew of the tour ists gett i n g  better i n format ion?  

M RS. SMITH: Yes ,  M r. Cha i rperson ,  both locat ions  
a re i dent i f ied as areas that need a Tour ism Informa­
t ion Centre .  There's not a plan to do  i t  t h i s  year;  i t' l l  be 
somet h i n g  that w i ll be ser ious ly cons idered for  next  
year .  There are t h ree locat i o n s  be ing cons idered at  
t h e  south e n d  of the  C i ty but  there's n o  dec is ion as to 
w h i c h  is  the p referred one. There are a lot  of factors to 
be taken i nto cons i derat ion  relat i n g  to l a n d  p u rchase,  
v i s i b i l i ty ,  access, other  services ava i l a b l e  to tour ists 
and there's also some opport u n i t i es of possi b le  co­
operat ion with the  Federa l -Prov i n c i a l  A rt P rog rams .  
W i t h  regard to t h e  west e n d  of the  C i ty ,  I t h i n k  t h e  
p o i n t  a s  b e e n  w e l l  m a d e  t h at we cou l d  p rof i t  from 
hav i n g  a centre there .  We' l l have to wei g h  the  p ros and  
cons of  putt i n g  o n e  there ahead of an  im p roved one at  
t h e  border of Saskatchewa n .  I n  t h e  best of a l l  poss i b l e  
wor lds ,  we'd do  them a l l  immed i ate ly  but  t h e  real i ty o f  
t h e  s i tuat i o n  i s  we' l l  h a v e  to p h ase them i n  but ,  the  
l ocat ions  t hat the  h o n o u rab le  mem ber  has ident i f ied 
are certa i n l y  the ones that we are l oo k i n g  at .  

MR. JOH. NSTON: I had the opport u n i ty when  I was in  
N ova Scot i a  on a convent i o n ,  to take a look  at som e  of  
the tour ist centres t h at they have in  N ova Scot ia and 
the new ones that they have b u i l t ,  and even the i r  o ld  
ones have put  us to s h ame.  When I t h i n k  of the t ra i le r  
down at the corner ,  g o i n g  to M o rden o r  W i n k ler ,  
w h i c h  d oes a good j o b  and  the  young peo p l e  work i n g  
i n  i t  d o  a n  excel len t  j o b ,  b u t  t h e  I n fo rmat i o n  Centres,  
o r  better st i l l ,  t hey're ca l led Tour ist Centres,  there was 
good park i n g ,  rest a reas, coffee,  i n fo rm at i o n ,  we l l 
staffed and  good comm u n icat i o n  i n  them to ass ist t h e  
trave l l e r  i n  a l l  ways. 

N ow, f u l l y  real i z i n g  that Nova Scot i a  i s  almost an  
is land except  w h e re i t  jo ins  New Brunswick  - M a n i ­
t o b a  is  structu red a l i t t le  d i fferent ly  - a n d  the  M i n is­
ter  i n d i cates t h at there i s  a budget prob lem t h i s  year 
for  expans ion of Informat ion Centres,  i s  i t  b e i n g  
l o o k ed a t  to h a v e  better Tou r ist  Centres t h ro u g h o u t  
the  Prov i n ce o f  M a n itoba? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes. 

M R. JOHNSTON: The Tour ist Centres in N ova Sco­
t ia were hooked up to an i nform at i o n  centre of hote ls ,  
etc.  and there i s  a separate organ izat i o n  associated 
w i t h  the tour ist branch in Nova Scotia that was 
recommended to t h i s  prov i n ce by T IA M ;  i s  the M i n is­
ter g iv i n g  that any cons iderat i o n ?  

M R S. SM ITH: Y e s ,  M r. Cha i rperson ,  I've b e e n  i n  q u ite 
c l ose d i scuss ion with the peop le  who are p romot i n g  
t h i s ,  i n  fact,  i t's probab ly  one of the  key ways that  w e  
can  c o p e  w i th  t h e  t ig hter com pet i t ion  we're g o i n g  t o  
g e t  o n  a Convent ion Centre because h e re we u s e  a 
var i ety of hote ls and  if we want to be ab le  to accom­
modate l a rge convent ion g roups ,  speed and  eff i ­
c i e n cy ,  f l ex i b i l i ty  i n  t h e  boo k i n g s  a n d  arrangem e nts 
w i l l  be of immense assistance to us .  We've asked for  a 
prec ise  cost i n g  of t h e  serv i ce t h at i s  c u rrent ly  ava i l ­
a b l e  i n  N ova Scot i a  and  some descr i p t ion  of the  soft­
ware req u i red in order  to make s u c h  a serv ice opera­
t i o n a l ,  as wel l as some p roject i o n  as to the costs t h at 
we c o u l d  recover from such  and  i nvestment ,  a n d  I 
expect t h at p ro posal w i l l  be ready to be p resented for 
next year's p rog ram . It sounds l i ke sometimes a c om­
puter  serv ice adds a fr i l l  but ,  havi n g  looked at what 
s u c h  a system cou l d  contr i bute to t h e  i n d ustry ,  my 
i n c l i nat io n  at t h e  m oment is  to be very favou rab ly  
d i s posed towards  i t .  But  we can't ,  of cou rse, m a ke a 
f i rm recommendat ion  u n t i l  we have some of the t i g h­
ter ana lys is  a n d  the cost project ions .  
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M R .  JOHNSTON : Wel l ,  the f i g u res t h at had been 
p resented to the government p rev i o u s l y  s howed i t  to 
be a fa i r l y  ex pens ive structure or  set up and i t  certa i n l y  
d i d n't a p p e a r  to be pay i n g  i t s  w a y  as fast a s  some of 
t h e  project i o n s  that  had been g iven  to u s .  In N ova 
Soct ia  there were all k i n d s  of sma l l e r  resort hote l s ,  as I 
say , a l l  a ro u n d  N ova Scot ia and the  n um be r  of h otels 
that wou l d  actua l l y  receive the benef i t  for that k i n d  of 
expend i tu re in Man itoba wou l d  be fa i r ly  str ict ly l i m ited 
to t h e  W i n n i peg hote ls .  There are n ot that m a n y  out­
s i d e  of M a n i toba t h at would be ab le  to take advantage 
of it .  I wou l d  l i k e  to t h i n k  t h at t h ere's a n other  way 
rather  than t h at part icu lar  structu re and I b e l i eve 
t h e re have been p resentat ions  by, I t h i n k ,  the  Hotel 
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Assoc iat ion  that  there is a n other  type of reservat i o n  
service that cou l d  be put  i n  i n i t i a l l y  that w o u l d  b e  
m u c h  l ess cost ly .  H as the M i n ister h a d  t h at b ro u g h t  t o  
her  attent ion?  

MRS.  S MITH: Wel l ,  M r. C h a i rperson ,  i t 's  t h e  way wi th  
so many of  these proposal s  that ,  when you hear  about  
them i n i t i a l l y ,  you e i ther  fee l  very very pos i t ive or  very 
very negative,  but  the stance t h at I 've adopted towards 
this proposal  i s  that ,  f i rst of  a l l ,  I want to u n derstan d  
w h at i t  can  d o  a n d  w h at i t  c a n ' t  d o  a n d  w h at t h e  cost 
would be and  what the  potent ia l  gain from i t .  Proba­
bly ,  in the s h o rt r u n ,  we can accom p l i s h  the same by 
p u tt i n g  o n  s o m e  extra  staff at peak t i mes.  T h e re may 
we l l  be ,  as t h e  i n d ustry deve lops a n d  we h ave a 
g reater d i vers ity of fac i l i t ies  th roughout  t h e  prov i n ce ,  
t h at there ' l l  be a c ross-over po in t  where cost  of  h i r i n g  
extra peop le  and  trai n i n g  t h e m  and  h av i n g  t h e m  i n  
p l ace w h e n  y o u  need t h e m ,  a n d  t h i s  type of  a system 
w o u l d  make  sense.  I t 's  i n  order  to get t h at k i n d  of 
ana lys is  and project ion  that  I wou l d  not  l i k e  to  take a 
f i rm  pos i t i o n  o n  it at t h i s  t i m e .  I t 's  an i nterest i n g  
approach a n d  certa i n l y  for  t h e  convent ion b u s i n ess 
when  you  get a g reat, how s h o u l d  I say, you r b u s i n ess 
comes in very large s u rges and your a b i l i ty to serv ice 
a convent ion and ,  i n  fact, to  attract convent ion  g ro u ps 
back year after  year may h a n g  on g i v i n g  t h e m  effec­
t ive good serv ice .  

Now how you can meas u re the  effect iveness of 
such a progra m ,  whether t h e re's another way perhaps 
to c harge i ts benef i ts  to the i n d ustry,  a l l  these t h i n g s  
wou l d  n eed to be l o oked at .  I n i t i a l  reports f rom N ova 
Scotia are t h at i t 's  work i n g  out to be fa i r l y  cost ly,  but 
we don 't know what  factors they ' re tak i n g  i nto  t h e i r  
a n a l y s i s  a n d ,  therefore, i t ' s  premat u re of  m e  to  rea l l y  
s a y ,  oth e r  t h a n  t h at i t ' s  i nterest i n g  a n d  we w i l l  be 
look i n g  at i t  i n  much sharper  d eta i l. 

M R .  JOHNSTON: Wel l ,  I w o u l d  certa i n l y  hope t h at 
the  M i n i ster 's p r i o ri ty of i nformat io n  centres a n d  
g o o d  rest areas for  t o u r ists w o u l d  be very c l ose to  t h e  
top of the  l ist or  before that  one .  

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  t h e  m ed i a  advert i s i n g ;  certa i n l y  we 
know the  advert i s i n g  company  that had t h e  contract 
has been c h a n g e d .  I k n o w  there h ave been d i fferent 
reasons  asked about in the H ouse ,  etc . ,  but I can  o n l y  
s a y  the  t o u r i s m  w a s  t h e  h i g h est i t 's  ever b e e n  i n  M a n i ­
t o b a  i n  1 98 1  a n d  i t  w a s  m o v i n g  u p  cont i n u a l l y  t h e  l ast 
t h ree years. The advert i s i n g  agency we had ,  had a 
very good u n dersta n d i n g  a n d  had done a t remendous  
a m o u n t  of research regard i n g  the  t rave l lers i n  M a n i­
toba w i th  the  department .  I know the  department  
s u p p l ied a t remendous  amount  of the  i nformat i o n .  I s  
there any reason w h y  that  agency was c h a n g ed a n d  
why i t  wasn't  tendered? 

M R S. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  the  reas o n s  for  
c h a n g i n g  are that i n  the c reat ive f ie ld ,  i t 's customary 
to have several agenc ies b i d d i n g  and i t 's also c u stom­
ary to change off  a n d  o n  i n  order  to get the  benef i t  of a 
fresh approac h .  T h i s  part ic u l a r  contract was not  ten­
dered because we're i nto a t ime squeeze i f  we were 
g o i n g  to be ready i n  t i m e  for  the  peak tou r ist  season .  
W e  rea l l y  d i d n ' t  have t i m e  to go  th rough  the  ten d e r i n g  
process, but  we h o p e  t o  use the  tender i n g  p rocess 
reg u lar ly  in futu re .  

MR. JOHNSTON: What i s  budgeted for  media adver­
t i s i n g  t h i s  ye�r? 

M RS. SMITH: The total  b u dgeted, M r. Cha i rperson ,  
is  $ 1 ,  1 75 ,  700.00. T h at 's u p  over $ 1 ,069, 700 l ast year.  

MR. JOHNSTON: Is  there any sort of b reakdown -
the  M i n ister m i g h t  not have it - between te lev i s ion  
and  the  pr in ted med ia?  

M RS. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  we d o n 't h ave a 
breakdown on t h at bas is .  

M R .  JOHNSTON: Is i t  the  i ntent ion to have the 
s u m m e r  and  spr i n g  o r  - let 's go  th is  way - t h e  fa l l ,  
w i n te r  a n d  spr ing  advert i s i ng  programs? 

M RS. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  t here's two m a i n  
phases o f  advert is i n g ,  a combined fal l/winter approach 
a n d  a c o m b i ned spr i ng/s u m mer .  

MR. JOHNSTON: H as there been any  i n c rease in  the 
grant  to the  seven reg ions  Inter lake ,  Central  P l a i n s ,  
East M a n ,  Pem b i n a  Va l ley? 

MRS.  S MITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  t here's been a 1 0  
percent across-the-board i n c rease. 

MR. JOHNSTON: And i t  works out o n  the same for­
m u l a  they had before? 

M R S. SMITH: Yes. 

MR. JOHNSTON: And the Tour ism I n d u stry Assoc ia­
t i o n  of M a n itoba,  I ment ioned the reg ions ,  is t h e re an 
i n c rease to the centra l  off ice of TIAM? 

M R S. SMITH: Mr .  C h a i rperson ,  i t  a lso has g o n e  u p  1 0  
percent ,  the same form u l a  as l ast year. 

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I was in the Est i­
m ates of the M i n ister of Resou rces and  I 've been in 
the  Est i m ates of the M i n ister of N o rthern Affa i rs to ask 
two speci f i c  q uest i o n s  and  I 'd l i ke to h ave the  M i n ister 
m aybe g i ve m e  some idea of what work h as been done 
w i th  t h ose two depart m e nts .  The campgro u n d s  in  the  
P rovi nce of Man itoba,  there i s  n o  i n c rease i n  the  parks 
b u d get for any u p g rad i n g  of  the  campgro u n d s  in the 
prov i n ce .  I have the H ansard where the M i n ister to ld 
m e  there had been n o  mon ies set  as ide for u p g rad i ng 
of the  campgrounds .  
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There are several roads ide  parks a l o n g  o u r  h i g h­
ways a n d  there is no money ava i l a b l e  for  u p g rad i n g  
those roads ide parks.  T h e  M i n i ster o f  Northern Affai rs ,  
I asked h i m  i f  t here was any  fu n d i n g  i n  t h e  N o rt h e rn 
Ag reement  a n d ,  of c o u rse, the  N o rthern Agreement  
as far as I know,  has not been  s ig ned yet, but  has there 
been any  f u n d i n g  basica l l y  for econom i c  deve lop­
ment  for  the  N o rth  and  certa i n l y  as far as the  tour i sm 
i s  concerned for campgro u n d s  i n  the N o rt h ?  

M a n i toba h a s  a t remendous amount  g o i n g  f o r  i t  i n  
tou r i s m  a n d  has a t remendous  g rowth as we've a l l  
b e e n  say i n g  f o r  m a n y  years and i t  h a s  been mov i n g  
u p .  W e  don 't have m o u nta i ns ;  we d o n ' t  h ave t h e  s k i  
reso rts that  some of t h e  other  p rovi n ces h ave b u t  w e  
do h ave a very beaut i f u l  p rovi nce wi th  a lot  of water 
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and a l ot of sand and  a lot  of t h i ngs to be see n .  
O n e  of  the f i rst p r i or i t ies I wou ld  l i ke to s e e  a n d  I 

was h o p i n g  to see is that we started to h ave road s i d e  
p a r k s  t h at g ave comfort to the tour ist and M a n i tobans 
w h i le they're t rave l l i n g  throughout  t h e i r  prov i n ce and 
the  best  dam n  cam p g ro u n d s  in  t h e  wor ld  I t h i n k .  I f  
y o u  c o u l d  ever h ave your  advert i s i n g  s a y  t h at t h e  
cam p  g r o u n d s  f o r  tour ists i n  the Prov i nce of M a n i toba 
are second to none  it  wou ld  he lp attract peo p l e  to 
come and  see a l l  of those beaut i fu l a reas of M a n i toba .  

There doesn't seem to be any m oney set  as i d e  any­
w here for Capita l  Expen d i t u re to u p g rade,  b u i l d  new 
cam p  g rounds  - and  it  m i g ht be i n  Dest i nat ion M a n i ­
t o b a ,  t h e  u pg rad i n g ,  but  t h at w o u l d  be I t h i n k  i n  t h e  
area of pr ivate cam p  g r o u n d s .  But ,  the  p rov i n c i a l ,  the  
ones  t h at are taken care of by t h e  M i n ister i n  c harge of 
Parks and the roads i d e  parks and comfort stat ions ,  
there doesn't seem to be any  m oney avai l a b l e  i n  
b u d g ets a n y w h e re to  u p g rade  t h ose s i t u at i o n s  
because they are becom i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  most important 
and one of the  o n es t h at ,  when I t ravel t h ro u g h  M a n i ­
t o b a  ta l k i n g  a b o u t  tour ism to peo p l e  i n  d iffe rent 
a reas, o n e  of  t h e  f i rst t h i n g s  t h at w o u l d  be b r o u g h t  u p  
was campgrounds ,  better faci l i t ies for t h e  tou r ist 

Has t here been any d iscuss ion  with the other  M i n is­
ters to t ry and f i n d  some way to  u p g rade the  fac i l i t i es ,  
o ther  than hote ls  and mote ls .  I know the prog ram s  are 
avai l ab le  u nder  Dest i nat ion M a n itoba and  I be l i eve 
they are g o i n g  to be mov ing  ahead w i th  t h em ,  but  
what about the  cam pg ro u n ds and  the  roads ide  parks  
that the  prov i n ce have respo n s i b i l i ty for ,  a n d  work i n g  
wi th  t h e  pr ivate ones t o  u p g rade them ?  

MRS. SMITH: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rperson ,  there wasn't a 
g reat deal  of co-ord i nat io n  p r i o r  to the Est im ates but  
we've moved i nto a consu l tat ive re l at ionsh i p  now. The  
p rog ram t h ree of Dest i n at ion  M a n itoba,  w h i c h  per­
m its p u b l i c  deve l o pment i n  tour ism ,  c o u l d  cover 
these p rog rams a n d  I g u ess i f  we'd had t h at p rog ram 
operat ive for  a few years we w o u l d ,  i n  fact, h ave 
u pg raded parks. They can certa i n l y  be cons idered 
u nder  that prog ram .  We do recog n ize the tou ri sm 
potent ia l  i n  t h e  n o rth  a n d  a lso i ts  ro le  as an important  
sou rce of econom i c  deve l o pment ,  so I can assu re you 
t hat we wi l l  be look ing at t h at But ,  there were n o  p l a n s  
certa i n l y  com i n g  from o u r  department t h a t  we i n h er­
i ted t h at p u t  a h eavy em phas is  on t h at ,  so the  co­
o rd i nat ion and the p l an n i ng with my co l l eagues has 
yet  to be done .  

MR.  CHAIRMAN: The h o u r  is  4 :30 p .m .  we' l l  i nterru pt 
the p roceed i n g s  for Pr i vate M em bers' Hour .  The 
Comm ittee wi l l  re-convene at 8 o'c lock  t h i s  eve n i n g  
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MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): The 
Comm ittee o n  Hea l th  w i l l  com e  to order  p lease, con­
t i n u i n g  w i th  the Estimates. 

The H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of  Hea l th .  

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): M r .  
C h a i rm a n ,  I w a s  say i n g  t hat t h e  off ic ia l  Hea l th  cr i t i c  of 
t h e  Conservative Party and myself  had a d i scuss i o n  of 
a poss i b l e  agenda for the next two days. Of  course ,  we 
don ' t  run the Comm itt ie and I wou ld  l i ke to propose it 

to the Comm ittee to see if t h i s  wou l d  be acceptab l e  
and  then  we w i l l  govern ou rselves accord i n g l y .  

I i ntend to immediate ly start w i th  g i v i n g  some q u es­
t i o n s  t h at were left u n f i n i s h ed u n d e r  the  A l c o h o l i sm 
F o u n d at i o n  and  t h e n ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  it w i l l  be u nder  
the  i tem ,  Denta l ,  wh ich  i s  the  on ly  th ing  l eft of  the 
department  proper .  I want  to make a g enera l  state­
m e n t  on t h at and then  p roceed w i th  t h i s  w i t h  the  
u n d e rstand i n g  that there m i g ht be a possi b i l i ty t h at 
we m i g ht move,  if not t h i s  afternoon ,  proba b l y  t h i s  
even i n g ,  to the  M a n i toba H e a l t h  Services Comm is­
s i o n .  Then we w o u l d  go l i ne-by- l i n e  l i k e  we've d o n e  
before w i th  the  u nderstand i n g  t h at we w o u l d  k e e p  the  
b i g  t h ree, that  is  the Persona l  Care H omes,  the Hosp i ­
ta ls  a n d  M e d i care unt i l  t h e  very e n d  and  I c o u l d  ass u re 
t h e  m em bers of Com m i ttee t h at ,  u nder  n o  c i rcum­
stance, w i l l  t h at be taken ton i g ht N o  m atter how far 
we h ave gone we w o u l d  adj o u rn before g o i n g  i nto 
Pers o n a l  Care,  H osp i ta l  and Denta l ;  I don't t h i n k  
there's a n y  fear o f  that ,  b u t  j ust i n  case. Tom orrow 
afternoon we would start wherever we're at 

B u t  the m a i n  po in t  is, because of the i n terest a n d  
because i t  affects so many const i tuenc ies,  at 8 o'c lock  
tom orrow I w o u l d  tab le  and  g ive a copy to each 
mem ber of the  H ouse and  cop ies would be ava i l a b l e  
for  t h e  p ress,  of o u r  Cap i ta l  p rog ram.  N o w ,  t h a t  w i l l  
n o t  be  d i s cussed a t  t h e  t ime,  i t  i s  j ust to g ive mem be rs 
a c h ance  to l o o k  at it a n d  t h e n  w h e n  we w o u l d  dea l  
w i th  H o s p i ta ls  a n d  Person a l  Care H omes then ,  of  
cou rse,  i t  cou ld  be debated at that  t im e .  I f  t h at m eets 
w i t h  the a p proval of the mem be rs of Comm ittee we 
w i l l  p roceed as s u c h .  

M r. C h a i rm a n ,  I had some u n f i n i s h ed b u s i n ess 
u n d e r  A l c o h o l i s m  Fou ndat ion .  I t's j ust a statement  
t h at I was go ing to  make ,  som e  i nformat i o n ,  a n d  I 
m i g ht say, a correction .  The  A l c o h o l i sm Foundat ion ,  
i n  co-operat ion  w i th  t h e  Motor  V e h i c l e  B r a n c h  -
excuse me,  I 'm t a l k i n g  a bo u t  t h e  I m pa i red D rivers' 
Prog ram for  secon d  offen de rs now - h ave i n  t h e  past 
year developed a spec ia l  p rog ram of educat ion and 
i ntervent ion  for im pai red d r ivers who have been con­
v icted of a secon d  offense .  The p rog ram ran as a p i lot  
p roject in the  W i n n i peg reg i o n  for a p p rox i m ate ly s ix 
months a n d  has recent ly  been extended to i n c l ude 
B ra n d o n ,  D a u p h i n ,  The Pas a n d  T h om ps o n .  The  p ro­
g ram is st i l l  cons idered,  by both t h e  A l c o h o l ism 
Fo u ndat ion  and  t h e  M otor  Veh i c l e  B r a n c h ,  to be o n  a 
t r i a l  or p i l ot basis and  at the  present t ime is not be ing  
extended to f i rst offenders d u e  to t h e  need for f u rther  
eva l u at i o n  of the prog ram a n d  l im itat i o n s  of p resent 
staff and resou rces.  The AFM w i l l  be  report i n g  to me 
s h o rt l y  on some recommendat ions for f u rther  devel­
opments to i nc l u d e  f i rst offenders.  The educat ion  and  
i n tervent ion  program i s  des ig ned to i nform conv icted 
dr i vers of the phys ica l  and menta l  affects of c h e m i­
.ca l s  on the  h uman body,  a n d  part i c u l ar ly ,  t h e i r  a b i l i ty 
to operate a motor veh i c l e  after  consumpt ion  of a l co­
hol and other drugs .  

T h e  dr i vers are referred from t h e  M otor  Veh ic le  
Branch to the  A F M  for  i n d iv idua l  c o u n se l l i n g  fo l l owed 
by a day- l o n g  sem i nar .  At the c o n c l u s i o n  of the 
sem i nar  the d r iver returns  to the  c o u n se l l o r  to d i sc uss 
the c l i e nt's percept ions of h is/her use of a lcoh o l .  The 
cou nsel l o r  attem pts to determ i n e  w i th  the c l ient  
whether a lcoho l i sm treatment is  req u i red .  The resu lts 
of t h i s  i nterview are forwarded to the M otor  Veh ic le  
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Branch after be ing  d i scussed w i th  the c l ient .  If the  
c l ient  dec i des,  after the  educat ion  they have received,  
that they would l i ke help with their  a lcohol  cons u m p­
t i o n  prob l e m ,  they may be entered i nto one of the 
several  d i fferent a lcoho l i s m  treatment  programs 
avai lab le .  I f  not ,  the  c l ient  i s  u n der  n o  o bl i g at i o n .  The 
AFM is  not i n vo lved in  dete r m i n i n g  whether  the  c l ient  
receives the i r  d r iver 's l i cense ;  that  i s  h a n d led by the 
M otor Veh i c l e  Branch  offic ia ls .  The fu l l  deta i l s  and 
out l i ne  of the p rogram are ava i l a b l e  from the A F M .  

T h e n  there's a correct i o n  a n d  added i nformat ion 
that  I ' d  l i ke to g ive o n  the Youth  Prog ram .  I w ish to 
p resent some i nformat i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  c la r i fy any con­
fus ion there may have been regard i n g  o u r  d iscuss ion 
of the A lcoho l ism Foundat ion 's  M a n itoba Youth P ro­
gram.  Th is  i s  an  out-pat ient  prog ram for persons up to 
age 1 8  who are experienc i n g  prob lems w i th  a lcoho l  or 
drugs .  The program c o m m e n ced l ast A u g ust and  
s ince  that  t i m e  has seen  over  300  young peop le .  There 
is a p resent caseload i n  the  a rea of 1 90 i n  the  program 
w h i c h  cons ists of i nformat i o n  a n d  therapy sess ions  
t h ree t i mes per  week  for a month ,  and  then  fol l ow- u p  
sess ions  for a s  l o n g  a s  i s  requ i red .  

The  confus ion  dur ing  t h e  debate o n  the  Est i mates 
concern i n g  the ages of the part i c i pants .  The i nforma­
t i o n  I g ave w i t h  regard to t h e  average age was i n co r­
rect. I t  tu rns  out  that the  average age of the  youth i n  
t h e  program i s  1 6  years,  n o t  1 4  years.  T h e  breakdown 
i s  as fo l l ows:  1 1  percent are age 14  and  younger  wi th  
on ly  1 percent  u n der  1 2 ; 37 percent are age 15  a n d  1 6; 
43 percent are age 1 7  a n d  1 8; 9 percent are 1 9  years of 
age.  T h i s  p resents an average age of 1 6  years. T h i s  is  
a n o n - res ident ia l  program w h i c h  i s  c u rrent ly f u n c­
t i o n i n g  at t h e  S h e r b u rn a n d  Portage Aven ue locat i o n .  

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  t hat i s  the  i nformat ion I p ro m i sed t o  
g i ve to the  H ouse t h at wasn't  avai lab le  and  n o w  I ' d  l i ke 
to m a k e  a s h o rt statement  on t h e  C h i l d ren 's  Denta l  
Serv ices before we start dea l i n g  wi th  th is  i te m .  

M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  i n  accordance w i t h  the  T h rone 
S peec h ,  t h e  C h i l d ren 's  Denta l  Heal th  Program wi l l  be 
expan ded in '82-83 to i n c l u d e  the  p resent 1 3-year­
o l d s  w h o  t u r n  1 4  o n  or after J a n u a ry ,  1 983,  i n  t h ose 
school d i v i s i o n s  c u rrent ly  covered by the  progra m .  
Conseq uent ly ,  the  pr ivate dent ist ,  t h ro u g h  the M a n i­
toba Denta l  Assoc iat io n ,  w i l l  cont i n u e  to prov ide  ser­
v ices in the 1 0-2/3 school  d i v i s ions  cu rrent ly  covered 
by them a n d  the department  w i l l  cont i n u e  to p rov ide 
serv i ces in  the  1 7- 1 /3 school  d i v i s i o n s  cu rrent ly  
covered by the department .  

I t  i s  est i m ated t h at t h i s  program expans ion  w i l l  cost 
approx i m ate ly $439,000 w h i c h  w i l l  be f u n ded by S u p­
p l e mentary Est i m ates. H e re I ' m  leav i n g  my text to 
exp la i n ,  because of some of  the statements that were 
made.  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  t h i s  is not i n  the Esti mates at t h i s  
t i me ;  I make  n o  a p o l o g y  for  t h i s  a t  a l l .  I t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  
be r i d i c u l o u s  to  put  an  a m o u n t  when you don ' t  k n ow 
rea l l y  what the cost w i ll  be. There is no d o u bt that  I ' m  
not t ry i n g  to  h i d e  that .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  b rought  i n  when we 
talk about  the S u pp lement ;  I w i l l  have to defe n d  i t  at 
that  t i m e .  T h e  reason i t  i sn ' t  done  is because I had two 
c h o i ces you can put i n .  When you have about  a m o n t h  
or  a month-and-a-ha l f  after tak i n g  off ice you can put  a 
cert a i n  a m o u n t  i n  there but  certa i n l y  not w i th  a 
c h a n ce to look  at the  program and  d iscuss it w i th  the  
Denta l  Assoc iat ion  l i ke I stated that  I wo u l d  do .  So I 
don ' t  apo log ize for t h i s  at a l l ;  u nder  the same c i rc u m-

stances I wou l d  do exact ly t h e  same t h i n g .  I am not 
t ry i n g  to  p reten d  t h at t h i s  m oney w i l l  not be spent .  A 
certa i n  a m o u n t  w i l l  be done .  As you ' l l  see by the  rest 
of my text, I w i l l  a n n o u nce the progra m ;  if not, I ' l l  
def i n e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  I 've ag reed to m eet w i t h  t h e  Dental  
Assoc iat ion  ag a i n  but as soon as have somet h i n g  
def i n i te i t ' l l  be a n n o u n ced i n  the H ouse i f  t h e  H ouse i s  
st i l l  i n  Sess i o n  - I i ma g i n e  i t  w i l l  b e .  I f  n o t ,  i t ' l l  be 
a n n o u nced t h roug h a p ress conference or  p ress 
release but ,  whatever we feel that we' l l  spend at the 
s u pp lement  w i l l  be brought  i n  as supplement a n d  I ' l l  
have to defe n d  i t  at t h i s  t i m e .  S o ,  t h a t  a m o u n t  o f  
m o ney,  I 've ta l ked about  439; t h at i s  n o t  the  o n l y  
a m o u nt .  T h i s  i s  j u s t  t h e  cost t h at I 've ta lked about ;  
the re might  be other  costs s u c h  as maybe educat i n g  
o t h e r  p e o p l e  o r  whatever. I haven't  g o t  the  i nforma­
tion o n  t h i s  at t h i s  t i m e  but  I ' l l  i n form the m e m bers 
later on. But,  I don't apo log ize for d o i n g  i t  in t h i s  
m a n ner ;  anyth i n g  e lse wou l d  h ave b e e n  c o m p letely 
i rrespons ib le .  I fo l l ow m y  text now. 

At the  same t i m e ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  we wou l d  be 
rev iew i n g  the two programs c u rrent ly  in p l ace.  T h at 
i s ,  t h e  program bei n g  d e l ivered by the  M a n i toba Den ­
t a l  Assoc iat ion  a n d  t h at be i n g  de l ivered by t h e  
Department  of H e a l t h .  I t  i s  m y  strong conv ict ion  that  
t h e re s h o u l d  be o n e  M a n i toba Denta l  P rog ram 
reg a rd l ess of the  system s  t h at a re u t i l ized i n  d e l iver­
i n g  the services.  Wel l ,  t here was a report u n de rtaken ,  
the  Storey Report l ast year to determ i n e  the  re lat ive 
c o m par ison of t h e  two ex ist i n g  programs.  I t h i n k  it  is  
fa i r  to say t h at a l l  part ies are of the  o p i n i o n  t h at the  
c o n c l u s i o n s  of t h e i r  report were  i nconc l us ive .  I m ig h t  
s a y  h e re aga i n ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  that  i t  is  n ot m y  i nten­
t ion  to engage i n  debate of the  Storey Report .  N ot that 
I want to s h y  away from it but ,  I want  to look  forward 
not i n  the  past.  I 've d iscussed t h i s  w i th  the denta l  
assoc iat i o n .  I t h i n k  everybody ag rees that i t 's not 
c o n c l u s ive .  I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be negat ive at th is t i m e  i n  
v iew o f  t h e  fact t h at w e  want t o  h ave a l l  t h e  people t h at 
de l iver the  serv ice part i c i pate i n  t h at .  Later o n ,  i f  
m e m bers of t h e  com m ittee i ns ist o n  debat i n g  the 
report u nfort u n ate ly  - I say u nfortu nately because I 
d o n 't t h i n k  it w o u l d  be construct ive - I ' l l  certa i n l y  be 
ready to  a n swer.  I ' m  n ot s u ggest i n g  that  n o body 
shou ld  refer to t h at at a l l  but ,  I want to look pos i t ive ly  
i n stead . 

I n  any event ,  as the  u l t i m ate a i m  of t h i s  gove r n m e n t  
w i l l  be to e x p a n d  t h i s  p rogram to a l l  c h i l d ren from 
k i ndergarten to G rade 1 2 . We have entered i nto d i s­
cuss ions w i th  the M a n itoba Dental  Assoc iat ion to 
determ i n e  t h e i r  cont i n u i n g  ro le w it h i n  the p rog ram .  
A n  i m portant cons iderat ion wi th i n  th i s  prog ram w i l l  
be cost,  stan dards o f  care ,  u t i l izat ion  and  access i b i l­
ity a n d ,  of c o u rse,  it goes w i thout  say i n g  the  edu ca­
t i o n  and p reve n t i o n .  I t h i n k  i t  i s  reasonab le  to ex pect 
t h at the govern ment  w i l l  be expan d i n g  ut i l izat i o n  of 
dental  n u rses wi th i n  the p rog ram .  
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However, the  f i na l  dec is ion wi th  regard to the por­
t i o n  of the  p rogram to be d e l i vered by t h e  denta l  
n u rses as opposed to M a n i toba Denta l  Assoc iat i o n  i s  
st i l l  su bject to f u rther  d iscuss ion  the M DA.  I 've m et 
w i th  t h e  P res ident  and  past P res ident  of the M a n i toba  
Denta l  Assoc iat ion to p rov ide  them with a b road out­
l i n e  of the  progra m .  H owever, I have a lso ass u red 
them that I w i l l  meet with them aga i n  to receive t h e i r  
com ments and  a d v i c e  and to ensure the i r cont i n u ed 
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i nvo lvement  i n  the prog ram . As these prog rams p ro­
g ress, M r. C h a i rm a n ,  I ' l l  be in a pos i t ion to a n n o u nce 
further deta i l s  i n  th i s  House.  

A l t h o u g h  not d i rect l y  related to th is  l ine in  the  Est i ­
mates ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  I a lso w ish  to refer to our  com­
m itment  to  prov ide denta l  servi ces to the e lder ly .  T h i s  
p rogram w i l l  be im p lemented d u ri n g  o u r  term of 
offi ce a n d  i t  is i ntended that t h e  prog ram w i l l  i n vo l ve 
pr ivate dent ists and  dentu rists and w i l l  be funded by 
the Man itoba Health Servi ces Comm iss i o n .  T h a n k  
y o u .  

MR.  CHAIRMAN: The H o n o u rab le  M em ber  for Fort 
Garry .  

MR.  SHERMAN: Thanks ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  I wou l d  l i ke 
to t h a n k  the  M i n i ster for h i s  expans ion of i nformat ion 
a n d  refi n ement of som e  of the  i n format ion w i th  
respect to the  A lcoho l  Foundat i o n  Prog rams i n  the  
im pa i red d r i v i n g  f ie ld  w h e re second offe n ders are 
concerned ,  and i n  t h e  youth p rog ram area. I was ,  of 
c o u rse, very i n terested , S i r ,  i n  t h e  o pe n i n g  statement  
that t h e  M i n ister j ust made w i th  respect to t h e  Denta l  
Services Prog ram and  p roject ions  for  1 982-83. I ' l l  be 
i n terested i n  look i n g  at i t  i n  m o re depth and  d eta i l  but ,  
I t h i n k  I took down some of  t h e  sa l i en t  p o i nts t h at he 
ment io ned a n d  I wou l d  have a few q u est ions at t h i s  
j u n ct u re .  

F i rst off ,  we s h o u l d  obv ious ly ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  be 
deal i n g  with the Sa lar ies l i n e  in the Estimates boo k .  At 
t h i s  p o i n t ,  I wou l d  l i k e  ask h im about  t h e  expans ion  
p lans  w i th  respect to staff i n g  a n d  t h e  Sa la r ies  com­
p l ement .  The req uested a p p ro p riat ion  for the com i n g  
year i s  $ 1 , 759, 000 a s  a g a i n st $ 1 ,692 ,000. I n  t h e  l i st of 
staff i n g  categories that h e  prov ided me w i th  at the  
outset of h i s  Estimates, t h e  f i g u re doesn ' t  ref l ect a n y  
i n c rease i n  staff i n g  req uests for D e n t a l  Serv ices.  
However,  I n ote that there a re som e  vaca n c ies in t h i s  
b r a n c h  a t  t h e  p resent t i m e  a n d  I w o u l d  l i k e  to ask the  
M i n ister for some e laborat i o n  o n  t h e  Sa lar ies f i g u re .  
I t 's  not su bstant ia l l y  larger than  l ast year 's .  Does the  
f i g u re represent a com pl ement  of S M Y's  t h at 's p re­
cisely the same,  but a l l ows for an  i n c remental  i n c rease 
p l u s  the f i l l i n g  of the t h ree vacant pos i t ions? 

MR.  DESJARDIN S: M r. C h a i rm a n ,  yes, as I t r ied to 
exp l a i n  ear l i e r  t h i s  b u d g et reta i n s  t h e  statu s  quo of  
the c u rrent Dental  Services B ranch  a l lowi n g  on ly  for a 
pr ice i n c rease i n  Sa lar ies and Other  Expe n d i t u res.  It 
is n ot the i ntent ion of req uest i n g  staff at t h i s  t ime.  
Depen d i n g  o n  what the  f ina l  p rog ram w i l l  be,  as I 
stated ,  a n d  the  f i na l  dec is ion  has been made we w i l l  
use t h e  mem bers o f  t h e  denta l  assoc iat ion  a s  m u c h  as 
poss i b le .  Therefore, i t  m i g ht ref l ect the added serv ice 
that we w i l l  g i ve th is  year,  t h at ' l l  be in  the s u p p l ement .  
But ,  we're not look i n g  at a n y  staff of the  department  at 
th is  t ime.  

MR. SHER MAN: What are t h e  categor ies of t hose 
vacanc ies ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ?  Can the M i n ister adv ise 
please? 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. C h a i rm a n ,  the vacancies a re 
two dent ists at t h i s  t ime. 

MR. SHER MAN: Is there a t h i rd vacancy? 
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MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. C h a i rm a n ,  no there's o n l y  
t w o .  If the  i n fo rm at i o n  t h at I g ive  shows t h ree, t h at 
pos i t ion  has been f i l led s i nce then .  

MR. SHER MAN: M r. C h a i rm a n ,  the  M i n ister i n d i ­
cated that i t 's the  intent ion w i t h i n  t h e  prog ram t h i s  
y e a r  to i n c l u d e  t h o s e  c h i l d ren w h o  a r e  served b o t h  b y  
the g overnment p l a n ,  the  M a n itoba C h i l d ren 's  Denta l  
P lan  and the M a n itoba Denta l  Assoc iat i o n  P lan ,  and 
he made reference to the  d i fferent n um bers of  school  
d i v i s i o n s  that were i n c l u d ed i n  both those categor ies 
of d e l i very.  I wasn't  c lear  as to the  mathemat ics t h at 
he g ave at t h at t ime.  I w o u l d  l i ke h im to recap for t h e  
Comm ittee i f  he  cou ld ,  the  n um bers of d i v i s ions  t h at 
a re covered u nder the government adm i n i stered p lan  
a n d  the  n um ber  that are covered u n d e r  the  M DA p lan .  
I b e l i eve that i t ' s  17  u n d e r  the  government  adm i n is­
tered plan and 1 3  u n d e r  the M DA p l a n ,  g ive  o r  take a 
fract ion w h i c h  we have perm i tted i n  each case because 
there are some local form s  of coverage t h at d o n 't 
const i tute f u l l  school  d i v i s ions .  Those were not the 
f ig u res that  I d rew from t h e  open i n g  statem e n t  that he  
m a d e  b u t  i t  may j ust h ave been t h at I d i d n ' t  hear  h im 
co rrect ly .  Is t h at st i l l  t h e  s i tuat ion  w i th  respect to the  
n um bers of schoo l  d i v i s i o n s  that  are covered by t h e  
t w o  p lans?  

MR.  DESJARDINS: Yes,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  i t  i s  there are 
1 7- 1 /3 school  d iv is ions  i n  the denta l  n u rses and 1 2-
2/3 u nder  the  M a n itoba Denta l  Assoc iat ion a n d  t h at is  
w h at I ment ioned.  The  point  i s  i f  we're going to make 
any change ,  i f  we' re go ing to cover  more peop le ,  I 
t h i n k  it stan d s  to reason t h e  same as t h e  p rev ious 
government I t h i n k  t h ey went  u p  one year .  I t h i n k  we 
wou l d  defeat the p u rpose i f  we wou l d  start another  
schoo l  d iv is ion at th is  t ime a n d  stop peop l e  when 
we' re t ry i n g  to g o  to 1 7  o r  1 8, i n  other  w o rd s ,  h i g h  
schoo l .  I t h i n k  w e  c o u l d  p retty wel l rest assu red t h at 
we w i l l  go one  year,  as t h ese peop le  g row o lder  we w i l l  
stay w i th  them u n t i l  t h e y  f i n i s h  schoo l .  T h a t  i s  g o i n g  
t o  be  the  f i rst pr ior i ty .  T h e n ,  as we start o t h e r  school  
d iv is ions we wi l l  do  the  sam e  t h i n g ;  we w i l l  start at a 
cert a i n  age ,  we m i g h t  depend i n g  on how fast we can 
and  want to go ,  and  depend i n g  o n  w h o  is  f i n a l l y  g o i n g  
- t h e  m i x  of staff i n g  of p rofess iona ls  t h at w i l l  de l iver 
the serv ice - then o n ce we start w i th  a school d iv is ion  
we' l l  g o  a l l  t h e  way o n e  o r  two years  at a t ime,  the  
sam e  as i t  was b e i n g  d o n e  before unt i l  we cover t h ese 
peo p l e  all the way. 

So, i t  w i l l  take a l i t t le  w h i le u n t i l  al l  the p rov i nce is  
covered . B u t  I ag ree with w h at I t h i n k  t h e  former  
government  was do ing  at th is  t ime ;  they kept on w i th  
those peo p l e  and  went  up a year at a t ime.  I n  fact ,  t h i s  
is  som et h i n g  that we had to a c t  o n  when  we took 
offi ce ;  I t h i n k  they were students i n stead of cover ing  
for  a certa i n  t ime we covered unt i l  the  end  of  the  year 
and t h at was the recommendat ion ,  I u ndersta n d ;  I 
t h i n k  the  former  M i n ister had a Cabi net paper  ready to 
do t h at .  We j ust went ahead w i th  t h at .  There is no 
changes there at a l l  a n d  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  as I ment ioned i n  
my o p e n i n g  statement ,  w h i c h  I u ndersta n d  i s  correct,  
dental  n u rses 1 7- 1 /3 school d iv is ions  and the M a n i­
toba Dental  Associat ion 1 2-2/3. 

I'm not say i n g  t h at the d e l i very w i l l  necessar i l y  be 
by t h e  same peop le  at t h i s  t ime.  There i s  a poss i b i l i ty 
depe n d i n g  on  oth e r  t h i n g s  t h at t here c o u l d  be a 
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change ;  it cou ld  be that t h e  denta l  assoc iat ion  w i l l  
de l i ver,  w i l l  p i c k  u p  t h i s  extra year,  even i n  the  school  
d iv is ion that are now served by the  Denta l  N u rses 
Prog ram . 

MR. SHER MAN: M r .  C h a i rm a n ,  my next q uest ion  
was  go ing  to deal  w i th  t h at s u bject of age expans ion  
and  I want to ask the  M i n ister  for  c l a r i f i catio n  because 
I was s im p l y  tak i n g  notes from his statement .  Whether 
he  sa id that 1 982-83 p rog ramm i n g  w i l l  perm i t  the 
i n c l u s i o n  of c h i l d re n  w h o  t u r n  14 o n  o r  after  J a n u a ry 
1 ,  1 983, is t h at w h at the  M i n i ster 's statement  s a i d ,  t hat 
the prog ram w i l l  now i nc l u d e  c h i l d ren  w h o  t u r n  1 4  on 
or  after J a n u a ry 1 ,  1 983? 

MR. DESJARDINS: That 's exact ly i t ,  the m em be r  i s  
r ight  o n .  

MR. SHER MAN: Wel l ,  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  t h e re i s  some 
d i fference h ere in the a p p roach be i n g  taken by t h e  
new government  w i th  t h e  a p p roach that  was t a k e n  b y  
the p rev ious government ,  I b e l ieve; i t ' s  a d i fference i n  
d i rect ion ,  perhaps m o re t h a n  i n  i ntent ion o r  perhaps a 
d i ff.erence i n  select i o n  of a g e  pr ior i t ies .  T h e  p rog ram 
as conceived i n c l uded c h i l d re n  u p  to a n d  i nc l u d i n g  
the a g e  of 1 2 . At i t s  i n cept ion  the  i ntent ion  w a s  t o  
cover c h i ld ren  from a g e  6 t o  a g e  1 2  a n d  I t h i n k  there 
has not been any c h a n g e  o r  d i rect leg is lat ive or pro­
g ramm i n g  dev iat ion  in those parameters,  at l east not 
in any off i c i a l  way,  except to  take care of  a n  a n oma ly  
that we encou ntered a n d  t h at a rose for the  f i rst t ime i n  
t h e  1 98 1 -82 school  year.  A n y  government  deal i n g  
w i t h  the  prog ram p r i o r  to t h e  schoo l  year 1 98 1 -82 h a d  
n ot faced t h e  prob lem ,  because i t  came i nto  existence 
in 1 972 ,  I b e l i eve o r  1 973 - Dr .  M c C o rm i c k  cou l d  
correct m e ,  perhaps i t  w a s  1 974,  but  r i g h t  i n  t h at 
per iod of 1 972-73-74 cam e  i nto ex istence at t h at t ime 
and started p i ck i n g  up school c h i l d ren  born in 1 968. 
Those c h i l d re n  o ri g i na l l y  g o i n g  i nto the prog ram 
wou l d  have t u rned 1 2  i n  1 980 a n d  o u r  pos i t ion  i n  
1 980-8 1 , was that ,  depend i n g  o n  t h e  t ime o f  t h e  year 
that  they were b o r n ,  t h ey m i g h t  h ave been d ropped 
f rom the p ro g ram in m i d-schoo l  year the way t h e  
reg u l at ions  were wr i tte n .  T h ey were o n l y  g u a ranteed 
coverage in t h ose schoo l  years that  dove-ta i l ed w i th  
t h e i r  age ,  from age 6 u p  to a n d  i n c l u d i n g  age 1 2 . The  
danger  was  that t here w o u l d  be some 1 2-year-o l d s  
w h o ,  because of the  t im i n g  of  t h e i r  b i rthday, w o u l d  b e  
cut  o f f  i n  the  m i d d l e  of  t h e  schoo l  year.  Therefore, a 
reg u lat ion was prepared to exten d  coverage and  p ro­
tect ion  to t h ose c h i l d re n  t h ro u g h  to the end of the  
schoo l  year ,  wh ich  w o u l d  h ave been J u ne .  I be l i eve, i n  
fact, that we were  look i n g  at J u ne of 1 982 because i t  
was d u r i n g  the  ca lendar 1 98 1  that  we were look i n g  at  
th is  prob lem .  

The  M i n i ster i s  now say i n g  t h at t h e  g overnment  i s  
g o i n g  beyo n d  that to exten d  t h e  p rog ram by i n c l u d i n g  
a w h o l e  n e w  a g e  g ro u p  g o i n g  u p  to a g e  1 4  so there i s  
some var iance t here - not  t hat I 'm arg u i ng w i t h  i t  -
but  there is some var iance t h ere w i th  t h e  i ntent ion  of 
t h e  reg u l at ion  w h i c h  was p repared at that  t ime.  It was 
s im p ly to g u a ra ntee a fo l l ow-t h roug h  a n d  com plet ion  
of a school  year  for th ose c h i l d ren  w hose b i rt h d ates 
fel l in s u c h  a way t h at they  were th reatened w i th  
term i nat ion of  t h e i r  coverage.  

There has been c o n s i derab le  t h o u g ht g i ven  to  

b r i n g i n g  the age group  down below the age of s ix .  
Can the  M i n ister te l l  me whether  t h ose d iv i s ions  t h at 
are now covered u nder  e i ther  p l a n ,  the  M C D P  or the 
M DA p l a n ,  a l l  those c h i l d ren  t h at are e l i g i b l e  now 
i nc l u de 6-year a ids .  There were  some d i fferences a n d  
some i nconsistenc ies because of the  add i t ion  of d i v i ­
s ions  at a l ater  date than som e  ear l i e r  d iv is ions and 
the d iv is ion of part of the  d e l i ve ry between the  g ov­
ernment  serv ice a n d  t h e  M DA serv ice  w h i c h  res u l ted 
in the fact that in som e  schoo l  d i v i s ions  in the p l a n  
t h e r e  were c h i l d re n  w h o  w e r e  born  i n  1 968 w h o  were 
e l i g i b le ,  and other c h i l d ren  who were born in 1 969 a n d  
sti l l  o t h e r  c h i l d ren  that were b o r n  i n  1 970. I s  there now 
a cons istency between a l l  t h e  d iv i s ions  t h at are 
covered so that  in Septem be r  of 1 982,  for  exam p l e  i n  
the com i n g  school  year i n  1 982-83, a l l  c h i l d ren  aged 
s ix  w i l l  be e l i g i b le  in  those d iv i s ions  t h at a re i n c l uded 
i n  the p lan?  

MR. DESJARDINS :  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  f i rst of a l l  I recog­
n ize that the M em be r  for Fort G a rry stated the pos i­
t ion  q u i te correct ly .  When I sa id  t h at we fo l lowed w h at 
seemed to be the i ntent of t h e  form e r  government ,  
was say i n g  exact l y  t h at because i t  was j ust the  one 
year ,  I t h i n k  there was enough m oney to g o  a l o n g ,  
there w a s  e n o u g h  i n  the Estimate to fo l low the  f isca l  
year.  T h e re was a n  overs i g h t  somewhere I recog n ize 
t h at and then t h e  M i n ister was in the  process of ,  I 
t h i n k ,  recomm e n d i n g  that  t h i s  cou l d  be d o n e  a n d  I 
u n derstan d  t here was e n o u g h  m o n ey to do that ,  to  
fol l ow the  school  year .  T h i s  i s  w h at I meant .  

But  I ' l l  use the  same arg ument  t h at the mem be r  sa id  
that i n stead of sto p p i n g  somebody i n  the  midd le  of a 
school  term - I 'm not  u s i n g  schoo l  term but  I 'm say­
i n g  in the m i d d l e  of a p rog ram - I am say i n g  that o u r  
i ntent ion and  t h a t  w a s  m a d e  q u ite c l e a r  i s  that even­
t u a l l y  we w o u l d  want  everybody in the p rov i n ce 
covered f rom k i n d e rg a rte n ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  be be low 6,  
to 1 7  o r  so ,  h i g h  schoo l .  We feel t h at i t  would be g o i n g  
the  w r o n g  w a y  i f  w e  t r y  to g o  i n  another  d i v i s i o n  a n d  
l eave somebody w h o  i s  st i l l  a t  school  a t  the age of 1 4 . 
The same arg ument ,  as I say, doesn ' t  app ly  for the 
m id d l e  of the year ,  i t  wou ld  start i n  September  not  
covered , but  we t h i n k  i t  wou l d  h ave the  same effect 
and that w i l l  not be the m ost expens ive part. We feel 
t h at in m ost of these d iv is ions  we are g o i n g  to t ry and  
we fee l  t h at we w i l l  cover  i t  w i th  the  sam e  staff any­
way ,  t h ose t h at t h e  denta l  n u rses have  been  d o i n g .  
We' re g o i n g  to t ry that anyway. 
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I t  is cons istent  w i th  a l l  those born i n  1 969, the  6-
year a ids ,  but  it certa i n l y  is the i ntent ion of start i n g  
eventua l ly  l ower i n g  the  a g e  but  when we' re l im ited 
w i th  staff and the f u n d s  we w i l l  d o  t h i s .  It 's not j ust the  
staff - I want  the mem bers to know t h at we sa id  we 
are g o i n g  i n  t h at d i rect ion  - but  that  doesn ' t  mean 
we' l l  do i t  a l l  i n  one year, we' l l  look a t  the economy a n d  
we' l l  do  i t  g rad u a l l y  a n d  the staff is  im portant  a l s o  
once we determ i n e  the  p rog ram we're g o i n g  to h ave.  
We w i l l  eventua l l y  go down to k i ndergarten b u t  t h at i s  
not as necessary now as i t  i s ,  I th ink  the  f i rst pr io r ity 
and I t h i n k  the m em be r  w i l l  ag ree with me that we 
s h o u l d  com p l ete i f  the  p rog ram w i l l  eventua l ly  be t i l l  
1 7  or  1 8  w h atever that  we f i n i s h  t h e  year a n d  that 's 
what we i ntend to do  and that w i l l  be the cheaper way.  
Eventu a l l y  i t  i s  our hope that we w i l l  cover everybody 
in  the  prov ince  f rom K to  1 8. 
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T here w i l l  be f lex i b i l i ty ,  for i n stance,  if we can go i n  
remote areas a n d  i n  rura l  a reas w here t h e  popu la t ion  
i s  s m a l ler ,  what we d i d  four  or  f ive years ago.  I i m a g i n e  
t h a t  cont in ued i f  y o u  s e n d  s o m e body u p  N o rth  a n d  
you  h ave i n  a certa i n  sett l e m e n t  you o n l y  h ave 1 0- 1 5  
k i d s  a n d  there m ig h t  b e  3 o r  4 a certa i n  age that j ust 
w h e n  you go to the t ro u b l e  a n d  t h e  expense of send­
ing a dent ist  i n  t h i s  a rea we w o u l d  ask them to look at  
t h e  w h o l e  t h i n g  and  in  fact  maybe look  at the adu lts 
w h i le he's there i f  they haven't  got the  serv ice .  T h i s  
w o u l d  be the f lex i b i l i ty that I ' m  s u re n o  m e m bers o f  
t h e  C o m m i ttee w o u l d  arg u e  w i t h  m e  o n  t h at ,  w e  
s h o u l d  leave. The program r i g h t  now i s  t h ose b o r n  i n  
1 969, 6 years o l d ,  we w i l l  cont i n u e  t h ose t h at a r e  1 4, 
we' l l  g o  one year at a t i m e ,  1 4  t h i s  year,  1 5  eventua l ly  
unt i l  we w i l l  f i n i s h  w i t h  these k ids  unt i l  t h ey are a l l  
t h r o u g h  h igh  school .  That's w h at we w i l l  p roceed . 

T h e  n ext step ,  of c o u rse, w h y  I c o u l d n 't have any­
t h i n g  in  the Est i m ates at th is  t i m e ,  I want not look back 
and there i s  a danger of look i n g  back and  t ry i n g  to say 
okay i t 's  a l l  i dent ica l  we' l l  g o  back to w h at we were i n  
batt le .  I don ' t  t h i n k  t h at t h at w o u l d  serve a n y  p u rpose, 
I h ave n o  h a n g u p  o n  t h at i f  i t  cou l d  be  done. I t h i n k  
t hat I ment i oned w h at I feel i s  i m portant i s  u t i l izat i o n ,  
t h e  standard .  I w a n t  to s a y  w h e n  I t a l k  a b o u t  stan d a rd 
that  doesn' t  mean t h at 's somet h i n g  that  a m i l i tant  
g ro u p  o r  g ro u ps w i l l  say th is  i s  better  standard ,  I hope 
t h e y  d o ,  I want  t h e  m e m bers of th is  C o m m i ttee to  
reco g n ize t h at t h at doesn ' t  mean n ecessar i l y  we' l l  
h ave the  best standards i n  everyt h i n g .  W e  are sayi n g ,  
i t 's j ust l i ke i f  w e  s a y  we' re g o i n g  to p rov ide  t ranspor­
t at i o n ,  peop le  can arg u e  the  best of t ransportat i o n  i s  
d r i v i n g  i n  a Cad i l lac  a n d  y o u  m i g ht be sat isf ied w i t h  a 
b icyc le .  We' l l  h ave a look  at t h e  eco n o m y ,  we want  
acceptab le  standards but  n ot n eccessar i l y  say i n g  that  
people w i l l  be seen everyday. A g a i n ,  I th i n k  I won ' t  get 
m u c h  of an arg u ment  o n  that but we are look i n g  at t h i s  
w i t h  an  o p e n  m i n d .  

I ' ve had g o o d  d iscuss ions  w i t h  the  m e m bers of t h e  
Execut ive or  Past Pres ident  o f  the  Dental  Associ at i o n .  
I w a s  g o i n g  to a n n o u n c e  a l i tt l e  m o re a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  at 
t h e i r  req uest they wanted to make  some observat i o n s  
before I c lose the  d o o r .  I 've agreed to t h at ;  t h at 's the 
on ly  reason I 'm not  t ry i n g  to  evade anyth i n g  or  to sta l l  
a n d  a s  soon a s  - I c a n  u n d e rsta n d ,  o f  c o u rse, they 
rea l ize these meet i n g s  w i l l  have to be he ld  fa i rly  soon 
and that we' l l  have to reach a n  agreement  and  h ave 
s o m e  g iven somewhere ,  but  I w o u l d  very s i n cere ly 
hope  that i t  i s  n ot too progra m med and  I 'm not b l a m ­
i ng the past govern ment  on that .  I t  w a s  the  w a y  i t  was 
set up, one and then the other, and there was some 
d i fference between the  two p a rt i es that  shared t h e  
g overn ment  a t  the  t i m e ,  b u t  I w o u l d  hope that we' l l  
rep l ace these t w o  programs a n d  have o n e  M a n i toba 
p ro g ram tak i n g  advantage of t h e  best  peop le ,  l o o k i n g  
at t h e  cost and  everyt h i n g .  I ' m  f a i r l y  o pt i m ist ic ,  w i t h  
the co-operat ion  of everybody,  we' l l  be ab le  to  d o  
exact ly that ,  but  I am c o m m itt i n g  myself ,  a s  s o o n  a s  I 
h ave m o re i nformat i o n ,  to keep the  m e m bers of t h i s  
C o m m i ttee even i f  t h e  Est i m ates are f i n i shed ,  a n d  I 
w o u l d  hope that  I w i l l  h ave, at l east, d u r i n g  t h e  -
w h i l e  we have passed t h e  S u p p l e mentary S u p p l y  -
but  then I w i l l  h ave to a n swer a n d  I w i l l  have m uc h  
more i nformat ion  than  I h ave a t  t h i s  t i me .  

MR. SHE R MAN: So t h at com i n g  i nto the  1 982-83 

school  year, c h i l d ren com i n g  i nto the p rogram w o u l d  
be t h ose c h i l d ren  i n  t h ose s c h o o l  d iv i s ions  that are 
covered who were born in 1 976, i s  that correct? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, t h at's correct. 

MR. SHE R MAN: And t hose who were in there ,  even 
t h o u g h  they are t u rn i n g  1 4, w i ll cont i n u e  to be 
covered? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes. 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. C h a i rman ,  can the M i n ister g ive 
me an est i m ate of how m a n y  e l i g i b l e  c h i l d ren h e  
expects to be reached by the  program i n  '82-83? I n  
1 98 1 -82,  I t h i n k  the  n u m ber  of e l i g i b l e  c h i l d re n  
a p p rox i m ated 35, 000. What  w i l l  t h e  new age parame­
ters do  to that f i g u re? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, i t  w i l l  be very c lose,  approx­
i m ately 44,000 t h at w i l l  be covered with the two p ro­
grams .  They w i l l  be the Dental Hea l th  Serv ices,  
a p p rox i m ately ,  2 1 , 700 a n d  - I 'm not say i n g  again that  
i t  w i l l  be d e l i ve red by t h e  same peop le  - but  now 
under the  p rogram,  the  Denta l  Assoc iat i o n ,  22, 750, 
and next year ,  there w i l l  be another 5 ,500 aga i n .  See 
that,  n ext year these same c h i l d ren  w i l l  be 1 5  and then  
we' l l  have  the  f i rst s ix-year-o lds that year. 

M R .  SHERMAN: The '82-83, there w i l l  be 2 1 , 700 a n d  
22 ,  700. J ust to re i terate a n d  reconf i r m ,  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  
t h e  M i n ister i s  say i n g  that t h e re i s  at t h i s  po in t  i n  t i m e ,  
n o  geog ra p h i c  expans ion  conte m p l ated f o r  '82-83, i s  
t h a t  correct? 

MR. DESJAR DIN S :  At l east I ' m  not a n n o u n c i n g  it  
now. T here is a n  outs ide poss i b i l i ty ,  but  I dou bt i t  very 
m u c h  t h i s  year.  I t  s h o u l d  be next year for s u re ,  b u t  I 
w i l l  k n ow a l i t t le m o re a l i t t le  l ater o n ,  b u t  I don ' t  
expect  so.  I t h i n k  th is  w i l l  cover  these at th is  t i m e. 
There m ig h t  be a poss i b i l ity t h at we' l l  have other 
expenses t h o u g h  in  sett i n g  th is  t h i n g  u p  and maybe 
rec r u i t i n g  tec h n i c ians ,  denta l  n u rses, educat ion and 
so on;  t h at's a poss i b i l i ty .  
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M R .  SHERMAN: So,  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  the  $489,000 that 
the M i n ister  referred to ,  was i t  $489,000 or $439,000? 

M R .  DESJAR DIN S :  $439, 000. That wou ld  be j ust for 
t hese added c h i l d re n  covered . 

M R .  SHER MAN: T h at was what I wanted c lar i f ied ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n .  T h at's for  the  48 g ro u p  expans i o n ?  

M R .  DESJARDINS: 4 3 ,  44 anyway.yes.  

MR. SHERMAN: $439,000. Thank you .  Mr.  C h a i rman ,  
a re there s u ff i c i e n t  denta l  n u rses i n  the system to 
p rov i d e  t h e  d e l ivery to t h e  expanded age g r o u p  u n der 
the govern ment  operated system ?  I k n ow the M i n ister 
has said he 's  g o i n g  to be m a k i n g  f u rther  reference to 
th is q u est ion  l ater  on,  but could he g i ve the C o m m it­
tee a n  i n d i cat ion  of how m a n y  denta l  n u rses t h e re a re 
i n  the  system i n  M a n itoba r ight  now? 

MR. DESJARDINS: We're rev iew ing  th is  at t h is t i m e. 
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T h i s  is  i nformat ion that I ' l l  be ab le  to s h a re with m y  
h o n o u rab le  f r iend w h i l e  we l o o k  a t  t h e  s u pp lement .  
but  i t  i s  o u r  hope a n d  we fee l  at th i s  t i m e ,  we're u n de r  
the i m p ress i o n  a nyway, t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  be  d e l ivere d .  I f  
n ot ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  w i l l  be  too m uch  of a prob lem 
because  I w o u l d  ask  t h e  Denta l  Assoc ia t ion  to d e l i ve r  
that part;  that's what I meant  a w h i l e  a g o .  There's n o  
hang-up  t he re at a l l .  They m i g ht have to d o  the  work i f  
w e  n eed extra staff that w e  haven't  got .  

MR.  SHER MAN: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  cou l d  the M i n ister 
s u p p l y  the  Com m ittee w i th  a f i g u re o n  t h e  n u m be r  of 
dental  n u rses that a re in the  system r i g h t  now i n  
Man itoba? 

MR. CHAIR MAN: Order p lease. The t i m e  being 4 :30 
p .m . .  the  t ime for Pr ivate M e m bers'  H o u r, I ' m  i nter­
rupt i n g  the  p roceed i ngs and w i l l  ret u r n  at the  cal l  of  
the H ouse. Cal l i n  the  Speaker .  

IN SESSION 

ROYAL ASSENT 

DE
.
PUTY SERGEANT-AT-AR M S  (Mr. Myron Mason): 

Her H o n o u r. the L ieutenant- G overnor .  
H e r  H o n o u r. M rs .  Pear l  M c G o n i g a l , L ieutenant­

Governo r  of the  Prov ince of M a n itoba,  h av i n g  ente red 
the H ouse and  be i n g  seated o n  the  Throne :  

M r. S peaker add ressed H e r  Honour  in  t h e  follow i n g  
words:  

MR.  SPEAKER:  May i t  p lease Your H o n o u r. the 
Leg i s l at ive Asse m b ly ,  at i ts  present Sess i o n .  passed a 
b i l l ,  w h i c h  i n  the  n a m e  of t h e  Asse m b l y ,  I p resent to 
Your H o n o u r  and to w h i c h  b i l l  I respectf u l l y  req u est 
Your H o n o u r's Assent .  

No. 1 8 - An Act to a m e n d  T h e  Par i - M utue l  Tax Act .  

MR. CLERK, Jack Reeves: I n  H e r  Majesty's n a m e, 
Her  H o n o u r  the L i e utenant-Governor doth  assent to 
this B i l l .  

PRIVATE M E M B E RS' H O U R  

R ES. NO.  2 - COMPULSORY M ETRIC 
SYSTEM 

MR.  SPEAK E R :  O rd e r  p l ease .  Reso l u t i o n  N o .  2 .  
m oved by the  H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  f o r  R o b l i n -Russe l l .  

The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  Sturgeon C reek has 
16 m i n utes remai n i n g .  

I s  the  H o n o u ra b l e  O pposi t ion  H ouse Leader aware 
whether t h e  h o n o u rab le  m e m be r  is com i n g  i n  or n ot? 

The H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for T u rt le  M o u ntai n .  

M R .  RANSOM: Wel l ,  M r. S peaker .  I 'm  n o t  certa i n .  
u n d e rsta n d  that t h e  member  wasn't  feel i n g  very wel l ,  
s o  h e  may have dec ided not  t o  come a n d  i n  that case 
a n yone e lse wish i n g  to spea k ,  he' l l  d ro p  his n a m e  
f r o m  the l ist .  

MR. SPEAKER:  O n  the p ro posed motion as amended ,  
the  H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for G ladstone .  

MRS. CHARLOTTE OLESON (Gladstone): Thank 
you ,  M r. Speaker ,  I r ise to s peak o n  th is  reso l u t i o n ;  i t  
seems to be a very t i me ly  t h i n g  to ta l k  a b o u t .  T h e  
proposed resolu t ion  by the H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber  f o r  
R o b l i n- R usse l l  stated q u ite c lear ly  i n  h i s  reso lu t ion  
h i s  oppos i t ion  to the  metr ic  system a n d  e m p h as ized 
by say i n g  that  whereas some 52 ,000 C a n ad i a n s  pet i ­
t ioned t h e  Govern ment  of C a n a d a  i n  1 98 1 , a n d  s o m e  
1 27 ,000 s i g n at u res were added i n  1 982 req uest i n g  the  
G overn ment  of Canada to i m p lement  t h i s  system ,  th is  
wou l d  seem to m e  that  there i s  a g reat deal  of i n terest 
that th i s  system be de layed at th i s  t i me .  

I n  look i n g  back  in  h istory I d iscovered that  i t  was i n  
1 790 that the  French Nat iona l  Asse m b l y  appo inted a 
com m i ttee to exp lore the poss i b i l i t i es of a rat i o n a l  
system of meas u rement .  The c o m m i ttee p ro p osed 
the k i l og ra m  u n its w h i c h  were e nacted i nto law i n  
France a few years l ater ,  b u t  i t  took u n t i l  1 840 before 
genera l  use  in France and other parts of  E u rope.  So it  
wou l d  s u g g est to me that the 1 0  years that Canada 
has been work i n g  its way i nto metr ic  i s  a very  s h o rt 
t i m e  i n  the  span of h i story. I n  1 870, France ca l led a n  
Internat iona l  Convent ion to w o r k  out  a u n i f ied m etr ic  
system and these efforts led  to a s i g n i n g  of  t h e  T reaty 
of the Meter in Par is  in 1 875 .  The T reaty esta b l i shed  a 
genera l  conference of weights a n d  measu res w h i c h  
s ince  h a s  peri o d i c a l l y  m e t  a n d  to make d ef i n it i o n s  o f  
meas u rement .  I n  1 960, the  conference adopted i n te r­
nat iona l  u n i ts ,  system u n its ,  o r  S i s  w h i c h  is u n iver­
sal l y  recogn ized i n  a l l  l anguages. 

So ,  with a h i story of that nature i t  seem s  u n neces­
sary for Canada to rush in over so short a per iod of 
t ime and to so arb i t rar i l y  suggest,  n ot o n l y  suggest, 
i ns ist  that the metr ic  system be m a n d atory in Canada .  
The convers i o n  to  metr ic  has been s lowed down con­
s iderab ly  in  the  U n ited States. The o r i g i n a l  resol ut ion  
put  forward by t h e  M e m ber for R o b l i n -R usse l l  s u g ­
gested that  we s h o u l d  w a i t  u n t i l  the  U n ited States h a d  
adopted t h i s  a n d  I f i r m l y  be l ieve i n  th is  and  w a s  very 
d isappoi nted when this amend ment  was broug h t  i n .  

N o w ,  i t  i s  t h o u g h t  that t h i s  program wou ld  probab ly  
have g o n e  forward q u ite q u i c k l y  i f  the  U n ited States 
had gone forward because the U n ited States, be ing  
o n e  of our  l a rgest b uyers of o u r  goods  a n d  com m od i ­
t i e s ,  i t  wou l d  m a k e  sense i f  we were i n  c l ose part n e r­
s h i p  wi th  them i n  th i s  matter .  It i sn 't n ecessary for 
Canada to be in  c l ose partners h i p  w i th  everyt h i n g  the 
U n ited States d oes,  but  in  goods and trad i n g  across a 
border s u c h  as o u rs ,  it wou l d  seem very i m portant 
that we be in tune w i th  what they are d o i n g .  So,  i t  
wou l d  be very d i ff i c u l t  for  m a n ufactu rers i n  th i s  coun­
t ry to have  a ready  ma rket i n  the U n ited States i f  we  
are i m med iate l y  go i n g  to sw i tch  i nto met r ic  and  m ake 
it mandatory we won't  have m u c h  market for o u r  
g o o d s  i n  t h a t  c o u n t ry .  S i nce  t h e y  h a v e  backed off 
they have seen the l i g ht ,  as i t  were, that they s h o u l d  go 
a l i tt le  bit s lower .  

I n  th is per iod of t ime when the eco n o m y  i s  as i t  is  
a n d  our  s m a l l  b u s i ness peop le  are f i n d i n g  i t  very d i ff i­
cult to d o  b u s i n ess, there are bankruptcies ,  we hear of 
p rob lems  everywhere in the prov ince  wi th  the econ­
o m y  a n d  in  other  parts of Canada as we l l ,  i t  w o u l d  
seem very rem iss of the Federal Govern ment  to 
f u rther  add to t h e i r  b u rdens by i m posi n g  th i s  m a nda­
tory metr ic convers ion  upon t h e m .  We have heard 
q u otat i o n s  of var ious pr ices of scales and  var ious 
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other  eq u i pment  these merchants wou ld  need and  i t  
i s  n ot a lways easy for a s m a ll bus i ness person to add 
at l east $3, 000 i nto the i r expenses for a year j ust to 
buy somet h i n g  to sel l meat,  for  i nstance,  when rea l l y  
i t  doesn't  m atter to the  custom e r  that they d o n ' t  have 
any metr ic .  It matters to the customer  that t hey k n ow 
what  t h ey ' re gett i n g  and what p r i ce t h ey're pay i n g  for 
i t .  

T h e  customer i s  cont i n u a l l y  bei n g  bom barded wi th  
metr ic  and I th ink  - I not o n l y  t h i n k ,  I k n ow,  from 
bei n g  a shopper  for a househo ld ,  or two househo lds  
at the p resent now,  t h at I f i n d  i t  very d i ff i c u l t  to k n ow 
j ust exact ly what I 'm gett i n g .  I probab ly  w i l l  a lways 
refer to q u arts of m i l k ;  I may com e  out of t h at but i t  
seems to me that i s  one of the natura l  t h i n g s  that we 
h ave i n  th is  count ry i s  our  reference to goods and 
mater ia ls  by the o l d  Im per ia l  system . It is  n ot of rea l l y  
g reat u rgency i n  m y  m i n d  to c h a n g e  t h at system a n d  
c h a n g e  us a l l  over n i g ht .  I t  c rosses my m i n d  t h at 
perhaps the Federal  G overnment w i l l  get so con­
cerned about metr ic  that they' l l  enter  i nto other  f ie lds  
a n d  make i t  com p u l so ry too,  a n d  I can  see myself  and 
others be ing  h a u led away to j a i l  because we do  not 
use metr ic croch et hooks o r  metr ic  k n itt i n g  need les .  
On  t hat su bject, i f  any  of you that are i nvolved i n  d o i n g  
h a n d work over t h e  years,  i t ' s  b e e n  a g reat sou rce o f  
frustrat ion  to myself  and  I k n ow a g reat many others ,  
that there a l ready were  two d i fferent forms of meas u r­
i n g  needlework eq u i pment  and  now we have a t h i rd ,  
so i t  f u rther  com po u n d s  the  fractu re and  we have to 
be cont i n u a l l y  w i th  l i t t le  c h a rts a n d  l i t t le  gauges 
d ec i d i n g  j ust exact l y  what  we're us i n g  for eq u i pment .  
T h e n ,  when we f ina l ly  dec ide what eq u i pment  we ' re  to 
use,  we have to enter i nto the prob lem of the mater ia l  
we' re b u y i n g  i s  m easu red in a d i fferent way from w h at 
we're used to a n d  we e n d  u p  j ust b u y i n g  som e  yarn  to 
do  some k n i tt i n g  and we haven't a c l u e  w h ether  we' l l  
fi n i s h  t h e  g a rment  o r  not .  I k n o w  I have t ro u b l e  w i th  
that .  

I'm tem pted also to ment ion  another  p ro b l em t h at 
I 've had is cookbooks .  I am an i nveterate reader of 
rec i pes and  I f i n d  t h at I'm afra id  that if I'm g o i n g  to 
enter i nto the realm of metric coo k i n g  t h at g astronom­
ical  n i g htm a res w i l l  be t h e  res u l t  a n d  m y  fam i ly -
wel l ,  I don ' t  h ave m u c h  t ime to cook now - but t hey' l l  
probably b e  d e l i g hted i f  I don ' t  have a n y  t ime a t  a l l .  

I t h i n k  probab ly  i n  t h at regard we' l l  g o  b a c k  to t h e  
o ld ,  o ld  system t h at my G reat G randmother used 
where cookbooks ment ioned a p i n c h  of salt ,  tlutter 
the s ize of a n  egg and various oth e r  t h i n g s  and  per­
haps we, too,  may be req u i red to pay the p r i ce i f  t h e  
Federal  G overnment  dec i des to get i nto t h a t  realm o f  
th i n g s  t o o .  I can s e e  myself  sm u g g l i n g  measu r i n g  
cups  across the  b o r d e r  from t h e  U n ited States i f  we' re 
i n s isted on u s i n g  t h i s  sort of t h i n g ,  so that  I can st i l l  
use m y  vast c o l l ect ion o f  cookbooks.  

It str i kes me t h at i f  we can afford to put  b i l i n g u a l  
l a b e l s  on everyt h i n g  we sel l and buy  i n  Canada,  w e  
s h o u l d  a l s o  be ab le  to put  t w o  d i fferent  l a b e l s  a s  f a r  as 
weig hts and measu res o n  them as wel l ,  so t h at th ose 
peop le  who f ind i t  d i ffi c u l t  to do  and to convert can 
probably st i l l  know what they ' re b u y i n g  and w h at 
they 're work i n g  w i th  i f  t h e  l a be ls  are put  o n  i n  both 
Im per ia l  and metr ic .  

T h e  Whi te  Paper ment ioned that the  Federal  G ov­
ernment  wou l d  be consu l t i ng  wi th  the peop le  about  

th is  system .  They sa id that they shou ld be c o n s u l t i n g  
w i t h  t h e  peo p l e  a n d  a l l  of a sudden we f i n d  t h at i t  i s  
com p u lsory a n d  an arb i t rary dead l i n e  h a s  been 
im posed upon us  as far as conform i n g  w i th  metr ic 
sca les a n d  s u c h .  I d o n 't ever rec a l l  be i n g  asked 
w h ether  I l i ked that o r  not and  I 'm s u re a g reat m a n y  
oth e r  peop le  are i n  the sam e  boat. 

A s  far  as the tem peratu re, I s u p pose we' l l  get u sed 
to t h at .  I sort of look u pon the weather ,  not by the  
tem perat u re anym o re ;  I dec ide whether  I ' l l  wear  o n e  
sweater o r  t w o  o r  put  o n  a coat o r  a p a r k a ;  that 's a b o u t  
h o w  I g a u g e  the  tem perat u re .  I rea l l y  h a v e  n o  w i s h  t o  
carry a p o c k e t  calc u l ator arou n d  when I l i sten to the  
news to dec ide  whether  i t ' s  co ld  o r  warm out .  We can 
u s u a l l y  t e l l  by g u ess o r  by g o l l y ,  I g u ess ,  wi thout  t h at .  
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I'm d isappo i nted t h at the Federal Government has 
c hosen to im pose this on the  peo p l e  of Canada w i th  
so l i t t le  i n put  f rom the Canad ians  w h o  wi l l  be m ost 
affected and I cont i n u e  to reg ister m y  d i s respect for 
t h e i r  tact ics .  

Thank you , M r .  S peaker.  

MR. SPEAKER:  The H o n o u rab le  M em be r  of Eco­
n om i c  Develo pment .  

M R S. SMITH: M r. S peaker ,  I 'd l i ke to speak i n  s u p­
port of t h e  amended reso l u t i o n .  I w ish  to d raw the  
attent ion  of the  House to the  fact t h at the  t h ree part ies 
d id s u pport ,  in  p r i n c i p le ,  the  convers i.on to metr ic  
back  in  1 970 a n d  s i n ce then the  debate seem s  to h ave 
centred o n  the method in w h i c h  the L i beral  Govern­
ment in  Ottawa h ave been im p l em e n t i n g  t h e  metr ic  
system . 

I s u bm i t  t h at 's the  sen s i b l e  route to g o  r igh t  n ow.  
We wou ld  hav.e been  m u c h  f u rther  a l o n g ,  M r .  S peaker ,  
i f  t here had been an order ly t rans i t ion  to the  metr ic  
system as was o ri g i na l l y  recomm e n d e d .  It was 
recommended t h at convers i o n  be o n  a vo l u n ta ry 
bas i s ,  t h at it p roceed sector-by-sector  and  t hat to t h e  
e x t e n t  poss i b l e  t h e  convers i o n  p rocess be  c o ­
o rd i n ated w i t h  what was g o i n g  o n  i n  the  U n ited 
States.  S om e  of the  object ions  that  h ave been ra ised 
to th is  p roposal ,  M r. Speaker ,  have com e  about  from a 
fa i l u re to fol l ow those approaches.  

M r. Speaker ,  we're faced w i th  a s i tuat ion now of 
focu s i n g  o n  the o bject i n g  to the p rocess or  of say i n g  
t h at t h e  convers ion  i s  a m i stake from t h e  word g o  a n d  
s h o u l d  n o t  be  endorsed.  M r. Speaker ,  m a k e  n o  m i s­
take about  i t ,  the  m em bers on t h i s  s i d e  a re cr i t i ca l  of 
the  p rocess of  convers ion b u t  n ot of the  pr i n c i p l e  of 
convers i o n .  

M r. S peaker ,  a change i n  somet h i n g  s u c h  as m ea­
s u rement  system is  not somet h i n g  that s h o u l d  str ike 
terror  i nto the  hearts of every M a n i toban .  I s u bm i t ,  M r. 
S peaker ,  t h at every c h i l d  who goes t h ro u g h  schoo l  i n  
t h i s  prov i nce has been exposed t o  t h i s  system ,  M r. 
Speaker ,  and  I s u bm i t  that c h i l d ren  seem to be a b l e  to 
get t h e i r  h eads around measu rement  system s  and by 
the  same token I 'm s u re that the  a d u l t  popu la t ion  of 
M a n i toba w i l l  be ab le  to do  i t  too. M r. S peaker ,  l i k e  a 
lot of a d u lts we tend to t h i n k  t h at if a person doesn 't 
imm e d i ate ly m aster the system a n d  is n ot ab le  to t a l k  
a b o u t  hectometres and decametres a n d  cent imetres 
and  so o n  with com pl ete ease t h at som e h ow,  M r. 
S peaker ,  they cou ld  never m aster the  m etr ic  system . 

I s u bm it ,  M r. S peaker,  the way peop le  learn to use 



Monday, 26 April, 1982 

measurement system s  is not by master i n g  the t heory 
or the mat h e m at ics  of a system i n  o n e  fel l swoop.  
Anyone who has worked w i th  youngsters k n ows t h at 
t h ey start out  w i t h  a feel i n g  of s o m et h i n g  b e i n g  b i g  o r  
s m a l l ,  l o n g  o r  s h o rt ,  m o re o r  l ess ,  a n d  t h ey get t h ese 
concepts,  M r. Speaker.  by h a nd l i n g  t h i n g s  by t ry i n g  
t h i n g s  out  a n d  by g radua l l y  gett i n g  c loser  and  c l oser 
to be i n g  able to use the syste m .  C h i l d ren  a re notor­
ious ly  i nvent ive i n  h a n d l i n g  m o n ey ,  i n  h a nd l i ng m ea­
su rements.  in hand l i ng count i n g  a n d  they ' re a b l e  to 
m aster the concepts that a re necessary in t h e i r  d a i l y  
l i fe o r  that a re m e a n i n g f u l  for  t h e m .  I know t h at the 
l i teratu re i n  teach i n g  ar i th met i c  to y o u n g  c h i l d ren  i s  
fu l l  of stor ies of h o w  c h i l d re n  w h o  fa i l  the i r  ar it h m et i c  
y e a r  after y e a r  a n d  a r e  even cons idered retarded are 
ab le  to go and p u rch ase food or  candy o r  w h atever at 
the local  store a n d ,  M r. S peaker ,  t hey can te l l  when 
t h ey've got t h e  r i g h t  c h a n g e ,  they can even w heed le  a 
l i t t le  extra m o n ey o n  occas i o n  from parents,  relat ives 
and fr iends and t h ey ' re very c a n n y  about  the va l u e  of 
m oney and  how to h a n d l e  i t  because i t 's  i m portant  to 
them.  

I s u b m it ,  M r. S peaker ,  t h at m ost a d u l ts  a re capab le  
of learn i n g  how to hand le  a c h a n g e  i n  measurement .  I 
don ' t  k now how t h e  m e m bers o p posite deal  w i th  the 
morn ing reports o n  weather ;  I k n o w  I started off  when  
I h eard the metr ic  w i t h  f i n d i n g  out  what  was  freez i n g  
l evel  and a l s o  w hat was a n ice s u n n y  d a y  or  a n  aver­
age tem perat u re for  my h o u se ,  M r. S peaker ,  a n d  I 
started wi th  a few bas i c  c o n cepts.  I f  i t 's  zero,  I k n ow 
it's p retty co ld  a n d  t h i n g s  a re g o i n g  to f reeze; if i t ' s  20, 
I know i t 's  c o m fo rtab le  and I g o  up and down from 
t here.  Mr. Speaker. I somet i mes p l ay arou n d  with try­
i n g  to make convers ions w h e n  i t 's up a ro u n d  37 o r  38 
to  see i f  i t's rea l l y  1 00 deg rees or 97- '12. B u t  I s u b m i t ,  
M r. S peaker ,  t h at as i t  bec o m es n ecessary for m e  to 
know m ore p rec ise meas u rements ,  M r. Speaker ,  I 
learn how to ref i n e  my awareness.  The  same wi th  
k i l opascals ,  w h e n  i t 's  necessary for  me to k n o w  i f  I 
were g o i n g  sa i l i n g  o r  if I were g o i n g  out  o n  t h e  lake  
a n d  I tend to  get seas i c k ,  then ,  M r. Speaker ,  I s u b m it 
t h at I wou l d  f i n d  out  p rec ise ly  what  the  range is a n d  
what the convers i o n  w a s  a n d  i n  t h at way, M r. Speaker ,  
people make conve rs ions .  

Now,  t hose of  us  w h o  spend a fa i r b i t  of t ime in  t h e  
k i tchen a n d  they n u m ber  q u i te a f e w  p e o p l e  w i th  t h at 
type of exper ience,  M r. S peaker ,  have spent  a l ot of 
t i m e  wi th  tsp's and Tbsp's and c u ps and so on. S o m e  
of us  h a v e  e v e n  l i ved i n  oth e r  count ri es a n d  we occa­
s iona l l y  had to  use a rec i pe that m i g h t  appear in a 
n ewspaper or we m i g ht hear  it o n  the  rad i o  a n d ,  M r .  
S peaker ,  I had  t h at exper ience  l i v i n g  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  I 
s u b m i t  that even there ,  the  fount  of I m per ia l  m ea­
s u rement ,  they d o n't i n struct  t h e i r  h ousepersons how 
to cook in  E n g l i s h  terms ,  they  t a l k  about  a handfu l  of 
t h is ,  a p i n c h  of that ,  a k n u c k l e  of that o r  a fa i r  a m o u n t  
of ,  o r  f lavo u r  to taste.  M r. Speaker ,  p e o p l e  there m a n ­
age to tu rn  out  reason a b l y  tasty mea ls  because they 
adapt to the meas u rement  system .  

M r. Speaker ,  I somet i mes wonder  i f  i n  t h e  d ebate o n  
metr ic  w e  seem to somet i m es d i p  i nto the  l u d i c rous .  I 
k now I rem e m ber read i n g  years ago when  they were 
convert i n g  to metr ic  in t h at cou n t ry of  I nd i a ,  t h at 
exot i c  country ,  M r .  Speaker ,  where somehow elec­
t ions are st i l l  c o n d u cted w i th  the  p ic tures o n  the bal l ot 
rather  than  n a m es ,  a n d  w o u l d  you bel i eve that  t h e  

convers i o n  to m e t r i c  w a s  acco m p l i shed i n  I n d i a  i n  
very few years because peop le  weren't  so soph ist i ­
cated they t h o u g h t  they cou l d n 't learn anymore. T hey 
hadn ' t  been to  schoo l  and sort of got the idea t h at if 
they d i d n ' t  k n o w  it when  they were 6 or 7 l i ke t h at a n d  
g e t  a 1 00 percent  i n  t h e i r  p a p e r  that  they cou l d n 't 
learn anyth i n g .  So ,  M r. S peaker ,  I s u b m i t  t h at peop le  
can learn to change  i f  there i s  a va l id  reason .  

Now,  va l i d  reas o n ,  m y  f r iends oppos i te  have been 
showing  a g reat deal  of i n terst, M r. S peaker ,  i n  
u p g rad i n g  t h e  tec h n o l og i ca l  s k i l l s  here i n  M a n i toba 
and  they s h ow a g reat deal  of i n terest i n  i m p rovi n g  o u r  
i n d u str ia l  system ,  i n  deve l o p i n g  o u r  export capacity ;  
i ndeed,  in becom i n g  fu l l ,  effect ive partners in the  20th 
Cent u ry wor ld  of trade a n d  c o m m e rce .  Now,  M r .  
Speaker ,  a n  a b i l i ty to d e a l  w i th  d i fferent meas u rement 
system s ,  to  dea l  w i th  d i fferent exchange rates, d i ffer­
ent k inds  of m oney,  i ndeed,  to  f u n ct ion  wel l in the 
sc ient i f ic  a n d  tec h no log ica l  f i e ld ,  wh ich  has been 
us ing a pr imar i ly  metr ic base for as l o n g  as I can 
rem e m ber .  I certa i n l y  d id a l l  m y  c h e m istry a n d  p hys­
ics l a bs at the u n ivers i ty  in the metr ic  system a n d ,  M r. 
S peaker ,  fou n d  i n  i n o r d i nate ly s i m p l e  a n d  l o g i c a l  to 
use.  I s u b m i t ,  M r. S peaker,  t h at i f  we're ser ious about  
f i n d i n g  our  way in  t h i s  20th  Centu ry ,  lead i n g  i n t o  the 
2 1 st Century t h at i f  we' re afra id  of learn i n g  a n d  con­
vert i n g  to a u n i versal meas u rement system ,  God he lp  
us ,  M r .  Speaker ,  in  o u r  attem pts to enter  the  modern 
wor ld  of trade a n d  c o m merce,  because t h at k ind of  
convers i o n ,  Mr .  Speaker ,  i s  a very s imple  component  
but  a necessary c o m ponent  i f  we're g o i n g  to m a n ag e  
a c h a n g e  i n  t h at d i rect ion .  

N ow,  M r. Speaker ,  I g u ess I ' l l  l eave i t  to t h e  
m e m bers opposite to deve lop  the  concept of h ec­
tares, etc . Let me ta lk  about  speed with re l at i o n  to 
auto m o b i l es .  M r. S peaker,  I tend not  to buy,  I haven't  
in  t h e  past,  I o r  m y  fam i ly haven't  gone in for n ew cars .  
w i th  t h e  resu l t  t h at we have for years d r iven a car  
wh ich  has t h e  o l d  speeds ,  t h e  o l d  m i leages o n  i t .  I 
m u st confess t h at for a w h i l e  I was a l i t t le  b i t  bemused 
as to whether  the speed I was g o i n g  was permiss i b l e  
o r  n ot a n d  occas i o n a l l y ,  because I l i ke t o  go  a t  least as 
fast as I ' m  a l lowed to o n  the h i g hway,  i t  d i d  take me a 
l i t t le  w h i l e  to work out  what the bas i c  convers i o n s  
were a n d  to rem e m be r  t h e m  because t hat's t h e  
second part of i t .  But  y o u  k now, M r. Speaker ,  I g ot a 
few reference po i nts.  I knew that if I was on s u c h  a n d  
s u c h  a h i g h way,  I daren ' t  g o  o v e r  t here u n l ess I 
wanted to r u n  t h e  r isk  of a t i cket ,  M r. S peaker ,  a n d  
u n t i l  I acq u i red a rather  f a n c y  auto m o b i l e  t h at had a l l  
t h e  convers i o n s  o n  it  because i t  w a s  a n e w e r  auto m o­
b i l e , it served m e  q u ite wel l a n d  I d o n 't rec a l l  ru n n i ng 
afo u l  of the  law because I was i g no rant of the metr ic  
system .  
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I n  fact, i n  ba lance ,  M r. S peaker,  I feel that the metr ic  
system ,  a system of meas u rement  after a l l ,  i s  j ust a 
means to an e n d .  I t 's  a conven ience .  I t's a necessary 
way we h ave of  c o m m u n i cat i n g  with one a n other ,  M r. 
S peaker,  and  i n  t h e  areas w here i g norance or fa i l u re 
to comprehend the  metr ic system is of g reat i m por­
tance s u c h  as - an d  I sym path ize very m u c h  w i t h  t h e  
p l i g ht of the  f a r m e r  w h o ' s  meas u r i n g  out  q uant i t ies o f  
c h e m ica l  to be u s e d  on the  l a n d .  I recogn ize,  M r. 
S peaker ,  t h at t h e re are few occas ions  where i g n or­
a n ce of the  new system cou l d  lead a M a n i toban i nto 
m a k i n g  a costly and dangerous error and I accept 
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that ,  but  I a lso suggest the  k i n d  of i nformat ion  I l i sten 
to every day o n  the  noon h o u r  b roadcast for the 
farmers or  m ater ia l  I see that g oes out  to farmers has a 
lot  of n u m bers i n  i t ,  for a farmer to fo l l ow a l i tt le  g r i d  of 
f igu res and ca lcu late the convers ions  in terms of 
q uant i ty of c h e m i ca l  and a m o u nt of water o r  w h atever 
has to be added ,  m y  respect for the farmer's a b i l i ty is 
very h i g h .  I t h i n k  i f  they were g iven encouragement  
and ass istance wh ich I t h i n k  i s  com i n g  the i r  way, M r. 
Speaker ,  t h at they w o u l d  make the  trans i t ion  very 
very comfortably .  

I m i g ht pun a n d  say you have noth i n g  to lose but  
you r  cha ins ,  except t h e  m e m bers opposite m ay h ave 
forgotten t h at c h a i ns were one of the very popu l a r  
m ethods  of the  I m per ia l  meas u rement  system back a 
few years. B u t ,  M r. S peaker ,  they are no l o n g e r  terr i ­
b ly  funct iona l ,  t h at form of measurement ,  n o r  i s  the  
rod  terr i b ly  usefu l a n d  so as those  i tems of meas u re­
ment h ave fa l l e n  i nto d isuse,  the  m e m bers of the p u b­
l i c  genera l l y  are i g norant of w h at they mean .  

The  po in t  I 'm t ry i n g  to  make ,  M r. S peaker ,  i s  t h at 
peop le  learn meas u re m ents when it makes sense to 
them and  g iven a reasonab le  opport u n ity to pract ice 
wi th  q uant i t ies ,  l engths ,  measu res of tem peratu re or 
w i n d ,  they are q u ite capab le  and  w i l l i n g  to make t h at 
trans i t ion .  I s u b m i t  that convers ion  to metr ic is not 
one of those g reat h u rd les  t h at i t  takes a pentat h l o n  
ath l ete to l e a p  over,  M r. S peaker .  I t 's  a very m o derate 
l i tt le  h u rd l e  a l o n g  the way to  a m ore i nteg rated wor ld  
eco n o m y  a n d  a m o re advanced tec h no logy  a n d  i t  i s  
one t h a t  I h ave f u l l  conf idence t h at the p e o p l e  o f  
M a n itoba a re q u ite capable o f  j u m p i n g  over. 

MR. SPEAKE R :  The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber for M o rr is .  

MR. CLAYTON MANNESS (Morris): Thank you ,  M r. 
Speaker. I ' d  l i k e  to speak agai nst the amended m ot i o n .  
I w o u l d  l i ke to i nd i cate my reaso n  f o r  do i n g  so i sn 't 
that poss i b l y  s ix  or seven years ago,  it m i g h t  not  h ave 
been the proper reso l u t i o n  to be  debat i n g  at t h i s  t i m e. 
As a m atter of fact, I can safe ly say or honest ly say that  
some f ive o r  s ix  years ago ,  I would have a n d  I c o u l d  
h a v e  s u p p o rted i t ,  but  t h i n g s  h ave changed o v e r  the  
l ast f ive years a n d  I w o u l d  say  r i g h t  now t h at t h e  way 
the presen t  amended reso l u t i o n  i s  so word e d ,  in fact, 
everyt h i n g  that has occu rred w i t h i n  the w h o l e  metr i f i ­
cat ion  of th is  count ry has v io lated the  Wh ite Paper  of  
which t h e  reso l ut i o n  speaks.  So i t  appears to m e  t h at 
the amended resol ut i o n  rea l l y  has very l i tt l e  bear i n g  
because h o w  m u c h  o f  o u r  w h o l e  econ o m i c  system ,  as 
we u nderstand it, is l eft to change? 

I wou l d  say t h at i t 's  trad i t i o n  of a n  NOP s u pporter 
that ,  in  fact ,  you b u ry your head in the  sand and even 
thoug h  al l  the water's pretty wel l  gone u n der  the  
br idge ,  you st i l l  h o l d  o n  to those idea ls  that  say ,  we l l ,  
i n  p r i n c i p l e  t h e  t h ree part ies s u pported i t  a n d  w e  d i d ,  
a n d  t h e  fact t hat so m a n y  t h i ngs have c h a.nged ·i n 
v io la t ion  of t h at part i c u l a r  Wh ite Paper, people st i l l  
h o l d  on t o  t h at be l ie f  t h at ,  wel l ,  we' l l  wake u p  a n d  we' l l  
do i t  i n  t h e  order ly  fas h i o n  w h i ch we h a d  pro m i sed 
ourselves as a nat ion  t h at we wou l d  do .  T h at 's why I 
say r i g h t  at t h e  b eg i n n i n g  that  I have to s u p p o rt t h e  
or ig i na l  resol ut i o n  as p l aced b y  the Mem ber for 
R o b l i n- R ussel l as i t  was there prev ious ly  because at 
least t h at reso l u t i o n  had some teet h .  It sa id  i t ' l l  d e l ay 
whatever is l eft to change,  de lay it u n t i l  the  U n ited 
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States at l east f i n d s  t h e m selves i n  t h e  posi t i o n  to  
c h a n g e  the i r  system or  u nt i l  we can vol u ntar i l y  accept 
i t .  S o  I say to you that i f  any of the m ot i o n s  a n d ,  of 
cou rse, we h ave to debate the  amended one at t h i s  
part i c u l a r  t i m e ,  b u t  certa i n l y  t h e  prev i o u s  o n e  i s  the  
o n e  t h at h a d  t h e  teet h ,  a n d  t h at 's w h at I t h i n k  o u r  s ide  
i s  look ing  for. 

S o  beg i n n i n g  with those few words, M r. S peaker ,  I ' d  
l i ke to  then  say t h a t  I reject the a m e n d m e n t  a n d  I d o  s o  
because o f  the  compu lsory nature t h at h as been 
brought  to bear s lowly perhaps in the  beg i n n i ng of t h e  
'70s,  b u t  s i nce t h e  l a s t  t h ree or  fou r  years,  we fou n d  
a l m ost every sector o f  o u r  economy a n d  o u r  soc iety 
bei n g  forced to change.  I d o n 't t h i n k  I ' l l  ever forget  the  
com ment  made by the  M i n ister of Eco n o m i c  Devel­
opment .  S h e  says, change i s good if  there i s  a v a l i d  
reas o n ,  a n d  I g u ess we a l l  ag ree. N o w  we have to  
def i n e  what a val i d  reason i s  a n d  I s u p pose we' l l  d i s­
agree o n  many areas w h at a v a l i d  reas o n  is to m a n y  of 
the changes t h at h ave been broug h t  forward.  

· 

To m e ,  o n e  of t h e  m ost bas ic  areas of c o n cern a n d  
the  m ost u nfort u n ate s i tuat ion t h ro u g hout  t h i s  a l l  i s  
t h e  c o m p u ls ive  natu re of t h e  system b e i n g  broug h t  i n  
t i e d  i nto the need l ess cost . "  a n d  you t a k e  t hose t w o  
aspects,  you put  them together  a n d  I t h i n k  y o u  h ave a 
s i tuat ion  w here you can expect a l a rge  part of t h i s  
cou nt ry o f  o u rs to  reject t h e  w h o l e  system .  I t h i n k  
today i f  y o u  too k  a p leb isc i te o r  i f  y o u  took a vote of a l l  
t h ose peop le ,  y o u ' d  probab ly  f i n d  t h a t  t here were a 
vast m ajori ty that  were o pposed to t h e  w h o l e  i nt ro­
d u c t i o n  of metr ic .  Of c o u rse ,  m y  learned fr iends w i l l  
say, we l l ,  they ' re n o t  t h e  e n l i g htened o n e s ,  they 're 
o n l y  the day-to-day peop le  who h av e  to work in it 
t h o u g h ,  I m i g h t  add .  

W h at about  t h e  cost? Wel l ,  I 'd l i ke to relate o n e  
exper ience to t h e  House i f  I cou l d ,  because we went 
o n  o u r  own farm , we put  a m ajor  expans ion  i nto  o n e  of 
our seed p l a nts and we had to convert o u r  sca le .  Of 
cou rse, sca le  convers i o n s '  are known t h ro ug h  a l l  
aspects o f  soc iety where y o u  h ave to w e i g h  a n d  m ea­
s u re .  I can tel l  you what t h at cost was to  o u r  p a rt i c u l a r  
farm . The wei g h i n g  device i n  itself w a s  some $3,000.00. 
But j ust the add i t iona l  cost - and i t  was a d i g i ta l  
read-out  type of sca le  - j ust to h ave t h at extra button 
which converted the · pou n d s  to the  k i lograms was 
some a d d i t i o n a l  $ 1 ,000.00. At l east we had the oppor­
t u n i ty to b u i l d  that  $ 1 ,000 cost i n  r i g h t  at t h at t i m e  
because i t  w a s  a n e w  i nsta l l a t ion .  H a d  t h e  sca le  been 
some,  oh,  l et 's  say as recent as t h ree years o ld ,  the 
total  cost would have been some $2, 000 o r  $3,000.00. 
The cost w h i c h ,  of cou rse, was j ust passed on to o u r  
seed-g ra i n  customers a s  t h e  econom i c  system says i t  
h a s  to be done .  S o  t here w a s  a real cost to o u rselves 
w h i c h  was passed on to our c l iente le and  aga i n ,  for 
w h at good cause? T h at i s  the  q u est i o n .  W h at g ood 
cau.se d fd i t  serve? O u r"customer·s haiie come in  ever . 
s i n c e  a n d  a l though we st l ii sell out  g ra i n  to t h e m  by 
way of b u s h e l ,  p o u n d  and bushe l ,  st i l l  a n  extra c h a rge 
had to go o n  to the  com m od ity to pay for t h at cost? 

What about the s m a l l  i ndependent  bus i ness m a n ?  
W h a t  I f i n d  i nt r ig u i n g  i n  t h i s  w h o l e  a r e a  i s  t h at t h i s  i s  
the so-ca l l ed i n d iv idua l  t h at m y  fr iends  oppos ite say 
that they s u pport ,  that s m a l l  i nd iv i d u a l  b u s i n essper­
son ,  the  bac k bo n e  of o u r  society,  the  o n e  that  has n o  
m a rket c lout  w h o  takes b u t  can not g i ve.  He 's  the  o n e  
that can't  necessar i ly  pass o n  i m m ed i ate ly t h i s  total  
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cost. He's the one that has to meet his customer up 
front and has to no doubt try and convince him of the 
argument of metric. Yet, I don't see where the mem bers 
opposite in any shape or form or any way whatsoever 
rise to the rescue of that small independent busi­
nessman. It makes me wonder if, in fact, the people 
opposite, what has been their cost associated with 
this change? I 'm willing to bet that as close as any of 
them have com e  to bearing the cost associated with 
the metric change has probably been the change of 
the bathroom scale to a m etric scale. How can you 
judge? How can you really feel what a whole large 
part in a hopefully thriving part of our society is going 
through? 

Of course, the camouflage and the change of sys­
tems. What happens when you change from one sys­
tem to another? What is covered up? What changes in 
prices and is it a strictly proportional cost change as 
you increase the price of beef from X dollars a pound 
to something 2 . 2  times greater. These are the areas 
that lead into buyer concern and to buyer disagree­
ment with many of their merchants. 

Then we look at the propaganda system that has 
been used in an attempt to sell this whole thing and I 
suppose, personally, I find this almost a most distaste­
ful aspect of this whole metrification procedure. You 
see it everywhere. I see where the three governments 
on this Core Area Initiative Program have spent 
$600,000 just to advertise the fact that th 3re's a pro­
gram .  I see where the Federal Government is spend­
ing $8 million just to glamorize our new Constitution 
- $8 million. Yet I 'm told that if you go into a book­
store and you want to buy a Constitution, the 
unabridged version of our Constitution, you pay $3 
for it, even though I' m glad to know that at least in my 
small post office, we've been given Constitutional lea­
flets which gives us the basic Charters and that's fine. 
But I understand if you go into the bookstores today 
to buy a Constitution, it costs you $3. 00, but yet, the 
Federal Governm ent can spend some $8 million just 
to tell us how fortunate we are to have one and how 
great we are to be Canadian. Then you go to that 
monitor, that red magazine, red in colour, and it tells 
us how much we enjoy this changeover and I wonder 
what the true cost is of that? What purpose does it 
serve? I keep asking myself that question and I can't 
come up with an answer. I suppose it keeps i:-eople 
employed and that's maybe a benefit of some sort. 

Well, what are the benefits then? There has to be a 
benefit. There have to be benefits to this whole pro­
gra m .  - ( Interjection) - Well, there have to be, you 
know, they have to tie in again to that Minister's com­
ments "if there is  a valid reason" and other valid rea­
sons, are they the benefits of which all of us attempt to 
seek the solution? Are they the benefits that we're 
looking for when we try to tell ourselves that this 
system is proper and is one that we should have? Well, 
I honestly don't see where there are any local benefits 
whatsoever to changing to the metric system, unless 
of course government sees some opportunity to tax 
because through manufacture price increases, there's 
a higher tax rate to bear. Of course, there is the oppor­
tunity to keep a larger bureaucracy busy and selling 
the whole function. 

Well, what can I accept in this whole regard? As it's 
been pointed out many times, our party was party to 

the whole attempt in seeing the orderly evolution of a 
metric system in this country; I don't pretend to back 
away from that com mitment. But, I think the key is the 
orderly evolution. I have a feeling that the Federal 
Government through the '7.0s has broken faith with 
not only our party but indeed with the NOP Party at 
the time who supported them in the basic concept. I 
can see where the benefits can accrue in those 
export-related areas; certainly grain was one of them 
and grain, of course, is traded in the world in metric 
tonnes for years. In those particular areas there 
already was a changeover and I can in other areas 
that, in fact, hadn't changed over that there was good 
reason. But again, let those industries and those parts 
of our economic system that saw som e  benefit in 
making that change, let them do it on their own time 
and in their own place. 

Again, as we become a trading nation and as we see 
where that one-third of those nations, because it 
seems to me .that two-thirds of our trade is with the 
United States, m uch of it in areas where there is no 
call for metric requirements. But in that other one­
third of our whole trade portfolio where we go out and 
move products into those countries in the world 
where a metric system exists, well, by all means, let's 
use the gentle persuasion to have our industries m ake 
that change. But in those other areas where there is 
absolutely no benefit and in those areas where we 
trade with the United States and those products 
within those product lines where there is no require­
ment for metrification, then let us not rush into it. 

In the business area and within the borders of our 
own country, now that the concept has been intro­
duced som e  10 years ago, as the associations within 
all areas as they work towards what they feel is some 
advantage if they change, well, then let them do it.  I 
don't know how many industries within our country 
have not as yet changed, but if it is their desire to 
change of their own free will, then let them do it on 
som e  type of an orderly basis. Just as we've had the 
orderly development of a bilingual Canada and it's 
come through no major compulsion, well, let our met­
ric system also develop in that same manner and, you 
know, in our government, our Federal Government 
will offend an awful lot fewer people if that is allowed 
to occur in that type of manner. 

Mr. Speaker, I 'll close at this time by again reiterat­
ing why I got up to speak on the amended resolution 
and I have to speak against it; again, not because of 
what it says, but because it says it some six years too 
late. I feel that the previous motion made, a resolution 
made by the Member for Roblin-Russell, indeed, was 
the one that had the teeth in it and was the one that, I 
think, the vast majority of citizens in Canada would 
care to support at this time. Thank you. 
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M R .  S P E A K E R :  The Honourable Mem ber for 
Radisson. 

MR.  G ERARD LECUYER (Radisson) :  Mr. Speaker, 
Monsieur le President, j'ai deja parle de cette resolu­
tion lorsqu'elle a ete originalement presentee.  Cette 
fois, j'ai ! 'occasion de parler sur l'amendement. If I had 
the feeling I would be understood, I would continue in 
that direction. 

Having heard the Mem ber for Morris stand up and 



Monday, 26 April, 1982 

say a m o m ent ago t h at he h as to ask h i mse l f  t h e  
q u est i o n ,  "What are the  benef i ts ,  what a r e  the  va l i d  
reasons?" - a n d  havi n g  asked h i mself  these q u es­
t ions  he  says, "Wel l ,  I can't s u p po rt t h i s  a m e n d ment .  I 
h ave to reject i t . "  But  then he goes on to te l l  us some of 
the  c hanges t h at he h as made i n  t h e i r  own operat i o n  
i n  a seed p lan t  and  I say, how can he n ot s u p po rt i t ,  
becau se i f  we don' t  s u p po rt i t  o r  bas ica l ly  he  says I 
wou l d  h ave s u pported the ori g i n a l  reso lu t ion  w h i c h  
says l et 's  put  a s t o p  to t h i s  f o r  the  next 1 0  years.  I f  y o u  
p u t  a s t o p  o n  t h i s  f o r  the  n e x t  1 0  years I s a y ,  w h y  d i d  
he g o  a n d  s p e n d  t h i s  money useless ly? I say o n e  
reason for s u p po rt i n g  the a m e n d m e n t  i s  for  the  very 
fact t h at's he's put  out  some m oney a l ready i n  t h i s  
regard .  

I m ight  say, M r. S peaker ,  t h at i s  the  case for  thou­
sands of other  peop le  i n  Canada ,  the  case of t h o u ­
san d s  of s m a l l  b u s i ness peop le ,  thousands of  farmers 
who spent  m oney,  m a k i n g  or adapt i n g  to t h e  metr ic  
system.  Now,  to s top at  t h i s  t ime is  act u a l l y  a m u c h  
g reater waste o f  money t h a n  w h at the  add i t iona l  
expenses o r  expe n d i t u res t h at are to come down the  
road . They say ,  " I  can ' t  s u p po rt i t  because the  W h ite 
Paper has v io lated its or i g i n a l ,  o r  at least t h e  i ntent  of 
the W h ite Paper ,  w h i c h  was supported by all parties i n  
t h e  H ouse of  C o m m o n s  h a s  been v io lated . "  I ag ree . I 
ag ree w i th  t h at ;  it has been v i o l ated . We say i n  t h i s  
a m e n d m e n t ,  l et 's  g o  b a c k  to the  p r i n c i p les  of t h e  
W h i t e  Paper .  Let's g e t  them n o t  to make t h i s  m a n d a­
tory but  let 's h ave t h i s  Wh ite Paper i m plemented ,  t h i s  
metr ic convers i o n  i m p lemented i n  an  order ly  fas h i o n ,  
n o t  by c o m p u l s i o n .  That's n o t  w h at we're say i n g .  

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  to s a y  t h a t  by i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h i s  
amend ment  i s  to say we' re putt i n g  o u r  heads i n  t h e  
san d ,  I ' m  sorry I can ' t  see i t  t h at way.  I s a y  b y  say i n g  
let 's wai t  f o r  1 0 or 1 5 years, t hat's p utt i n g  you r  h ead i n  
the s a n d .  I f  you say, let 's wai t  for  t h e  U n ited States to 
g o  at our rate,  t h at 's p utt i n g  your head in the  sand a n d  
say, wel l ,  we' l l  w a i t  f o r  the  U n ited States to c o m e  a n d  
p u l l  i t  out  for us .  That's be i n g  reg ress ive ;  t h at 's g o i n g  
back 1 0  years. That's bei n g  conservat i ve .  Ten years 
too l ate,  a lways too l ate.  

The M e m ber for  Morr is  awh i l e  ago said,  " F o u r  or 
f ive years ago, I c o u l d  have s u pported t h i s  type of 
amendment . "  F o u r  years ago, they were in power. I 
d i d n 't see them i ntrod uce t h at type of a reso l u t i o n .  
When we look  at Ottawa, w h e n  i t  w a s  debated a n d  i t  
was debated fou r  t i m es in  the  last 10 years ,  w h at d o  
we see? We s e e  the Conservatives h av i n g  s u pported 
th is in Ottawa. - ( I nterject i on ) -- Reg ress ive ,  reg res­
s ive .  The M e m ber for Morr i s  says, "I a l ready spent  t h e  
money m a k i n g  the  convers i o n . "  As I s a i d ,  aga i n ,  a 
va l i d  reason for su pport i n g  the amend ment .  H e  f u rther  
says , "Anyway,  I passed t h e  costs on to m y  c u stomers 
and w hatever I h aven't  been able to pass o n  to my 
customers ,  I ' ve c l a i med o n  m y  i ncome tax . "  That's 
what has happened ,  so t here i s  n o  add it i o n a l  cost for 
the s m a l l  b u s i n essman l i ke the M e m ber for  Morr is .  
They say l et 's  g o  at the  rate  of t h e  U n ited States,  j u st 
l i k e  t h e  rate of the U n ited States i n  the eco n o m i c  f i e ld ,  
let's be Reag o n o m ics and  stuff l i ke t h at .  

I a d m i t  t h e re a re d i ff i c u l t ies to m a k i n g  such a con­
vers i o n ;  I admit  t here are a d d i t i o n al costs ;  a n d  I ad m i t  
that I do  n o t  l i ke t h e  c o m p u l s i o n  or  t h e  m a ndatory 
aspect attached to i t ,  and  t h at 's the  very reaso n  for t h e  
a m e n d m e n t  t h at we h ave i ntroduced,  the  v e r y  reaso n  

f o r  i t .  B u t ,  I ' m  n o t  so s u re t h at i t 's  the  expense t h at i s  
bot h e r i n g  t h e  m e m bers across,  I 'm  not so s u re i t 's  the  
m a n d atory as pect t h at 's bother i n g  t h e m  e i ther ,  
because as I 've sa id before the major  expe n d i t u res 
h ave a l ready been borne by the p u b l i c  of Canada.  The  
m a n d atory aspects eventua l ly ,  i f  t h i s  . . .  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  O rd e r  p l ease .  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  
M e m ber f o r  Morr is  o n  a P o i n t  o f  O rder .  

M R .  MANNESS: Mr.  Speaker ,  I ' m  wonder i n g  i f  the 
M e m ber for R adisson w i l l  s u b m i t  to a q uest i o n ?  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Rad isson .  

MR.  LECUYER:  I f  t i m e  perm its when  I 'm f i n i shed ,  Mr .  
S peaker .  

I was say i n g  I 'm not  so s u re t h at i t 's  the  expense or 
the  m a ndatory aspect of i t  because eventua l l y  i f  we 
were to adopt the metr ic  convers ion in a n  order ly  
bas is  event u a l l y  there w o u l d n 't be such a t h i n g  as 
m a n d atory aspects anyway, everybody w o u l d  be 
u s i n g .  M e m bers say,  wel l ,  I don't know w h at a hectare 
means ,  but  i f  h e  goes outs ide  of Canada o r  the U n ited 
States n o body u n de rstands  w h at a n  acre means, a n d  
I 've had  that  exper ience because f o r  f i v e  years t h at I 
was i n  Afr ica ,  East Afr ica and N o rth  Afr ica ,  th rough­
out  E u rope n o body u nderstood w h at I was  speak i n g  
of w h e n  I w a s  tal k i n g  a b o u t  a b u s h e l  and  a n  a c re .  
- ( I nterject i o n ) - Wel l ,  i f  t h e  M e m be r  for  M o rr is  who 
comes from the  ag r icu l tu ra l  sector  had taken the  t i m e  
o u t  to  l o o k  a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  i nformat i o n  t h at c o m es 
a l o n g  w i th  t h e  ag r i c u l t u ra l  prod u cts w h i c h  h e ,  I p re­
s u m e ,  h e  u ses i f  h e  farms to any deg ree effi c i e n t l y ,  he 
wou l d  h ave n ot iced that on a l l  conta i n e rs for years 
now both system s  were u sed and  h e  w o u l d  h ave 
not iced ,  of c o u rse,  that a h ectare i s  2- 112 acres .  I wou l d  
t h i n k  t h at t h e  bas i c  fact for  oppos i n g  t h i s  a m e n d ment  
i s  basica l l y  to make a n u isance of themselves.  
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I sym pat h ize w i t h  t hose w h o  have d i ff i c u l t ies i n  
mak i n g  convers ions  a n d  t h at i s  w h y  I fa i l  to  u n de r­
sta n d ,  I ag ree that t h e  Federal  G overn ment  has been 
spend i n g  a n  awf u l  lot  of money i n  m a k i n g  peop l e  
u n de rstand what t h e  m e t r i c  system i s  a l l  about ,  a way 
too m u c h ,  I p resu m e .  But o n  the other h a n d ,  I k n ow 
for s u re w h at the comment  w o u l d  be they h a d n 't 
spent ;  they ' re i n t rod u c i n g  t h i s  a n d  not  he l p i n g  us to 
u n de rstand .  So you can't win e i ther  way. 

I feel  i t  i s  the respons i b i l i ty of al l  levels of  g overn­
ment i f  they i ntrod uce c h an g es and a c h a n g e  w h i c h  
w a s  ag reed u pon by a l l  t h ree part ies t h e n  i t  becom es 
t h e  respons i b i l i ty of a l l  levels of gove r n m e n t  to h e l p  
peo p l e  to u n derstan d  w h at the system is  a l l  a b o u t  and  
he lp  t h e m  use i t .  You  h ave tons of too l s  of r u l ers ,  o f  
w h atever,  thermometers and  w hatever  you want to  
t h i n k  about  to hel p you u n d erstand to m a ke t h e  metr ic 
system a n d  i f  you st i l l  can ' t  u n d e rsta n d ,  I 'm s u re i f  you 
went  to y o u r  g rade two,  g rade th ree, g rade fou r  c h i l d  
h e  w o u l d  h e l p  you  to u nderstan d  how to u s e  t h e  
i n sect ic ides a n d  w h atnot t h at y o u  need o n  y o u r  farm.  
I 'm s u re you  wou l d n 't take t h e  r i sk  of j u st g o i n g  
b l i n d l y  a n d  s p read i n g  c h e m i ca l s  o n  t h e  far m ,  y o u  can 
g o  a n d  ask your  g rade two son or  g rade t h ree dau g h­
ter a n d  I ' m  s u re she  can h e l p  you a n d  get you out  
of d i ff icu lty .  
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I can't believe, Mr. Speaker, that anyone who is 
knowledgeable enough to sit in this House or is 
knowledgeable to balance his own budget would not 
be able to make that kind of an adaptation or he would 
not be able to use the metric system in operating of his 
farm or his small business. I would further . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The time being 5 :30, 
when we next reach this Resolution the honourable 
member will have ten minutes remaining. 

The Honourable Government House Leader. 

MR.  PENNER:  Mr. Speaker, I do move, seconded by 
the Honourable Minister of Education, that the House 
do now adjourn until 2:00 o'clock tomorrow after­
noon. It is my understanding that Committees will 
continue at 8:00 p.m. this evening. 

MR. SPEAKER:  With the understanding that members 
will reconvene in Committee at 8:00 p.m. this evening, 
it is moved by the Honourable Government House 
Leader and seconded by the Honourable Minister of 
Education that the House do now adjourn. Agreed? 
(Agreed). 

The House is accordingly adjourned and will stand 
adjourned until 2 : 00 p. m .  tomorrow afternoon 
( Tuesday) 
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