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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Wednesday, 21April,1982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital): 
Present i n g  Pet i t ions . . .  

PRESENTING PETITIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for l n kster. 

MR. DON SCOTT (lnkster): I beg to to p resent a 
pet i t ion  of F . G .  H o l d i ngs Ltd .  p ray i n g  for the  pass i n g  
o f  an A c t  to g rant  add i t iona l  powers t o  F . G .  H o l d i n g s  
Ltd . 

MR. SPEAKER: Read i ng and Receiv i n g  Pet i t ions . .  

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING 

AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for F l i n  
F lon .  

MR. JERRY T .  STORIE (Flin Flon): M r. Speaker,  the  
Commi ttee of Su pp ly  has cons idered certai n  resol u ­
t i o n s ,  d i rects me t o  report p rog ress and  asks l eave to 
s it  agai n .  

I move,  seconded b y  t h e  H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for 
K i l donan that the report of the Comm ittee be received.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Attorney Genera l .  

HON. ROLAND PENNER (Fort Rouge): M r. S peaker ,  
I beg l eave to tab le the Report of the Man itoba Law 
Reform C o m m iss ion o n  I nvestment  Rev is ions  u nder  
The Trustee Act. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  F i rst M i n i ster. 

HON. HOWARD R. PAWLEY (Selkirk): M r. S peaker,  I 
be l i eve it is part i c u l ar ly appropr iate that I r ise today to 
rem i n d  m embers that it is the b i rthday of Her  M ajesty 
the Queen .  

Th is past  weekend ,  Canad i a n s  saw Her  M ajesty 
part i c i pate as Q ueen of Canada in o n e  of the m ost 
h i stor ic m oments of th i s  cent u ry .  There is no d o u bt 
that her  person a l  part i c i pat ion  made the patr iat i o n  
ceremony m ore m ea n i n gfu l  t o  p e o p l e  i n  th i s  and t o  
every other p rov i nce i n  Canada.  

Her  part ic i pat ion  s i g n if ied the  fact that the one 
aspect of her  Constitut ion  and system of govern ment  
wh ich  i s  u n i versal l y  accepted, is  the M o n a rchy .  Her  
Majesty has l ived a l i fe dedicated to pub l i c  service a n d  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good . Her  personal  warmth a n d  d i g n ity 
have i n c reased the devot ion  felt  by her s u bj ects to the  
monarchy.  I n  add i t ion ,  she has cont i n ued the  sp len­
d i d  trad i t ion  of Br i t i sh  monarchy,  i ts adapta b i l ity to  

change i n  the struct u re a n d  system of govern ment 
over decades and,  i ndeed,  centur ies .  I t h i n k  that a l l  of 
us in t h i s  C h a m ber can heart i l y  endorse the state­
ments by Her  M aj esty i n  h e r  add ress to the nat ion ,  
Satuday last, i n  part i cu la r  I n ote h e r  c o m ments that, 
"Perhaps the most s i g n i f icant  step in Canada's h i s­
tory was the dec is ion  of the com m u n i t ies to take pr ide 
i n  the i r  several l anguages a n d  c u l tures rather  than to 
dep lore the d i fferences."  Her  pra ise of the gen ius of 
Canad i a n  federa l i sm's a b i l ity to overcom e  d i fferen­
ces t h ro u g h  reason and com prom ise and  her  declara­
t ion of u n bou nded conf idence in th i s  cou ntry .  

W h i l e  referr i n g  to the h i stor ic  nature of Her  M aj es­
ty's most recent v is i t ,  I a lso  want to n ote the u n ique  
d i st i nct ion  conferred u po n  the H o n o u rab le  Leader of  
the O p posi t ion .  To my k nowledge,  he  i s  the o n l y  Pro­
v inc ia l  Leader of the O p pos i t ion who has ever been a 
mem ber of Her  M aj esty's Privy Cou n c i l  for Canada.  I 
am s u re a l l  mem bers j o i n  with me i n  congrat u l at i n g  
h i m .  I h ave every conf idence after witness i n g  Satu r­
day's ceremony that the Canad ian  Const i tut ion m ay 
be c h a n g i n g  but  the Canad ian  l ove a n d  respect for 
Her M aj esty rema ins  as strong as i t  has ever been. 

I a m  s u re ,  Mr .  Speaker,  that a l l  members w i l l  jo in i n  
mark i n g  H e r  M ajesty's b i rthday a n d  express i n g  best 
w ishes and renewed l oya l ty to her on  t h i s  occass ion 
at  th is  most h i stor ic t i m e  in  o u r  own k n own h i story. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Leader of t h e  
Opposit ion .  

MR. STERLING LYON (Charleswood): M r. Speaker, 
we of  Her  M ajesty's Loyal O p pos i t ion wish to asso­
c iate o u rselves who lehearted ly  with  the b i rthday 
congrat u l at ions  and  t h e  t r i bute to Her  M ajesty 
expressed so warmly  by the Fi rst M i n ister. 

As the F i rst M i n i ster has said,  M r. Speaker, Queen 
E l izabeth i s  beloved by al l  of her  peop le .  She i s  now i n  
t h e  31 s t  year o f  h e r  rei g n  a n d  each year o f  h e r  remar­
kab le  re i g n  strengthens o u r  fa ith i n  the i nst i tut ion of 
the m o narchy as u n i q ue ly  f i tt i n g  and su i tab le  for  
Canadians .  Her  person a l  strengths of character,  her  
g race, her  com pass ion ,  cause  her  to be u n iversa l ly 
loved and ad m i red ,  not o n ly  i n  Canada,  not on ly  i n  the  
C o m m o nwea l th ,  but ,  i ndeed,  i n  the broader wor ld 
com m u n ity. We certa i n l y  j o i n  i n  w ish i n g  Her  M ajesty 
and her fam i l y  the f u l l est meas u re of peace and  good 
health and  contentment in the year ahead.  
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I persona l l y  thank  the F i rst M i n ister for h i s  refer­
ence to the fact that he and  I j o i ned Her  M ajesty's 
Pr ivy C o u n c i l  on Sat u rday.  I t h i n k  the House wou ld 
wish to congratu late the  P rem ier  of Man itoba on the 
u n i q ue d isti nct ion w h i c h  h e  ho lds  of bei n g  the second 
P re m i e r  of Man itoba in  t h e  h i story of our  prov i n ce to 
be accorded that d isti nct io n .  God Save the Q ueen . 

MR. SPEAKER: N ot ices of Mot ion . . .  I ntrodu ct ion  
of  B i l ls 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. I f  I m ig ht d i rect the 
attent ion of honourab le  mem bers to the g a l lery, we 
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have with us th i s  afternoon 25 students of G rade 9 
stan d i n g  from the J o h n  Pr i tchard School .  Th is  school  
i s  in  the const i tuency of the  Honourab le  Mem ber for 
R iver East. 

There a re five students of G rade 1 1  sta n d i n g  of the  
S is ler  H igh  Schoo l ,  wh ich  schoo l  i s  i n  the cons i ­
tuency of the H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for l n kster. 

O n  behal f  of a l l  of the h o n o u rab le  mem bers I wel­
come you here today. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  Leader of the  
Opposi t ion. 

MR. LYON: M r. S peaker,  a q u est ion for the F i rst M i n­
ister or for the  Attorney-General .  G iven the fact that 
the  B i l l  of R i g hts is now the  l aw of Canada as p ro­
c l a i med by Her M aj esty the Queen on Saturday l ast, 
cou l d  the F i rst M i n ister or the Attorney-General g i ve 
us an update on the study,  w h i c h  I be l ieve the 
Attorney-Genera l  a n n o u n ced some several weeks 
ago, i nto those l aws of M a n itoba w h i c h  w i l l  be fou n d  
to b e  i n  conf l i ct w i t h  that B i l l  o f  R i g hts a n d  the  k i n d  o f  
p rocedu re that w e  c a n  expect that w i l l  b e  fo l l owed b y  
t h i s  Leg i s l at u re i n  m a k i n g  those laws conform wi th  
the  new B i l l  of R i ghts of Canada? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Attorney-Genera l .  

MR. PENNER: I 'm s u re t h e  H o n o u rab le  Leader  of the  
O pposit ion  wil l  not m ind  i f  I offer a mi n o r  correct i o n ,  
i t ' s  the  C harter o f  R i g hts. Yes, a s t u d y  h a s  b e e n  autho­
rized and then approved .  a n d  funds  a l located t h roug h  
Treasu ry Board for a stu d y  t o  take p l ace over the 
s u m mer u nder the leaders h i p  of Professor Dale G i b­
son of the Facu lty of Law, one of Canada's e m i nent  
scho lars i n  the f ie ld  of const itut iona l  l aw. I t  w i l l  
e m p l oy a n u m ber of Facu lty o f  Law students a t  a n  
advanced level  and  I expect to receive a pre l imi nary 
report before the e n d  of the  su mmer. At the same 
t ime ,  of course wit h i n  the normal  p rocess, my Crown 
Attorneys, the Crown Attorneys of the  G overn ment ,  
may have to face some p rob lems that wi l l  i nev i tab ly  
be raised i n  the cou rts. That's to be expected and  we 
w i l l  be mon itor i ng the react ion  of the  cou rts to various 
sect ions of the charter very c l osely .  

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for La 
Veren drye. 

MR. ROBERT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye): Thank 
you ,  M r. Speaker. I wonder i f  some of the  c i t izens of  
O ntar io c la i m i n g  that the  new B i l l  of R i g hts g ives 
them the r ight  to sel l and show pornographic ,  l ewd 
a n d  d i rty p ic tures, books and l ive product ions ;  I 
wonder if the Honourab le  Attorney-General cou l d  
assu re t h e  M a n itobans that t h i s  type o f  pornography 
u nder  the g u ise of freedom of speec h ,  w i th  regards to 
the new B i l l  of R i g hts, w i l l  not be a l lowed in Man itoba? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General .  

MR. PENNER: F i rst of a l l ,  M r. Speaker ,  i t  i s  the Char­
ter of Rights. I mean ,  the  Charter of R i g hts is o n l y  two 
days old and a l ready i t  has not only been m isnamed 

by mem bers Opposite but  they're a l ready, it seems to 
be i m pl ied ,  attac k i n g  t h e  Charter of R ights and th row­
i n g  a scare. Of  course ,  there w i l l  be peop le  who wi l l  
raise very seem i n g l y  odd o r  strange q uest ions  i n  
terms o f  the effect o f  the Charter o f  R i g hts. I wou ld  
j u st l i ke to po in t  out  to the  House that Sect i o n  1 of  the 
Charter ta lks about reasonab le  l i m itat ions. I have 
fa i th  in the j u d i c iary of this cou ntry and in the j u d i­
c iary of th i s  p rov i nce and  the S u p reme Court of Can­
ada that the i n terpretat ions that w i l l be g iven to the 
C harter are g o i n g  to be such that the h o n o u rab le  
mem bers need not fear ,  as apparent ly they do ,  that a 
f lood of pornography w i l l  be chas ing them down the 
back streets and i nto the g rocery shops of their  com­
mun it ies, that the charges when warranted and advi:;ied 
by the po l ice wi th  respect to pornography,  w i l l  be lai d  
a s  i ndeed some have recently. I t  may b e  that a defense 
attorney reta i ned in s u c h  cases w i l l  raise the q uest ion 
and  I have no fear  that the f loodgates of s in ,  d a m na­
t ion ,  are about  to be opened by th i s  new const i tu-
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t iona l  i n strument. 
· 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Member for Fort 
G arry. 

MR. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr. Speaker, 
I d i rect m y  q uest ion  to the Honourab le  M i n ister of 
Health. In view of the M i n i ster's comment in Com m it­
tee of S u pp ly  l ast n i g ht ,  that the Department of Health 
w i l l  cont i n u e  to use Home O rderly Services Li m ited 
for the p rov is ion  of persona l  health care serv i ces to 
whee l c h a i r  c l i ents,  can the M i n i ster conf i rm that the 
govern ment  i s  sat isf ied that the com pany i s  p rov i d i n g  
an acceptab le  qua l i ty  of serv ice i n  what i s  a d m itted ly ,  
a very d ifficu l t  hea l th  care f ie ld?  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M i n ister of Health.  

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): M r. 
S peaker,  I t h i n k  t h at I s h o u l d  state here that there has 
been a review that in fact i t  bei ng a n  overcharge,  that 
the C o m m iss ion felt that was an attem pt to extort; i t  
was caused by bad bookee p i n g  p ractice. That has 
been changed with the  help of the Comm iss ion .  We 
w i l l  contin ue  with t h i s  g ro u p. I t's a very d iff icult ser­
v ice to prov ide. It i s  as good as we can get at th i s  t i m e  
but  l i ke everyt h i n g  e l s e ,  w e  w i l l  keep on look i n g  a n d  
we ' l l  t ry to i m p rove i t ,  but  we're sat isf ied o r  we 
wou ldn't  stay with them at th i s  t ime  i f  that wasn ' t  the 
case. 

MR. SHERMAN: My q u est ion is  to the H o n o u rab le  
M i n ister of E nergy and  M i n es. In  v iew of the govern­
ment's conc l us ions  fol low ing  a rev iew of the H ome 
Order ly  Servi ces Prog ra m ,  and  in v i ew of the M i n is­
ter's act ions  d u r i n g  l ast Novem ber's e lect ion  cam­
pa i g n  in w h i c h  he  orchestrated a press conference 
w h i c h  was used to attack both the serv ice and the 
g o ve r n m e n t  on a n u m be r  of  s e n s at i o n a l i z e d ,  
tru m ped- u p  a n d  p h o n y  charges, w i l l  t h e  M i n ister now 
rep u d i ate that cyn i ca l  and crassly po l i t ica l  act ion  t hat 
he took at that t ime? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable M i n i ster of Energy 
and M i nes. 
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HON. WILSON PARASIUK (Transcona): M r. Speaker, 
I don 't k n ow the propr iety of h is  q uest ion relat i n g  to 
my act ions in O p posit ion but  I do note, M r. Speaker, 
that the company that I raised concerns about w i th  
respect to the poss i b i l ity of  extra- b i l l i ng, has i ndeed 
paid some $1,000 back to the Govern ment of M a n i ­
t o b a  after I raised t h i s  matter w i t h  the  Prov i nc ia l  Aud i ­
tor, even  t h o u g h  the  M i n ister o f  Hea l th  a t  that t ime  
was s i tt i n g  o n  h i s  hands through  t h i s  who le  ep isode.  

MR. SHERMAN: M r. S peaker, wou ld  the M i n ister in  
all honesty and candour  concede that any com ments 
with respect to bookkeepi n g  p ractices and poss i b l e  
anomal i es were welcomed by the  govern ment o f  the  
day, but  that h i s  orchestrated p ress conference was 
geared and staged to accuse the service of a n  u n ac­
ceptab le  q u a l ity of service, u nacceptable response to 
c l i en t  ca l l s  and general comp la i nts as p resented by 
h i m, w h i c h  d i d  not in fact ex ist and w h i c h  cast a 
cons i derab le  c loud  over what is a very d i ff i cu l t  serv ice 
and a u n i q u e  serv ice .  I don't  know of any other p rov­
i n ce that h as a serv ice such as that .  Wou l d  the M i n is­
ter i n  candor concede that h i s  press conference was 
really b u i l t around  those k i n d s  of charges? 

MR. PARASIUK: M r. Speaker, my p ress conference 
was b u i l t  aro u n d  c o m p l a i nts that had been received 
by myself from peop le  who were concerned with the 
service, who had i ndeed contacted the M i n ister and 
felt that the M i n i ster hadn 't taken any act ion when he  
was M i n ister of H ealth a t  t h at t i m e. I had raised t h i s  
matter w i th  staff of h i s  department. I bel ieve the q u es­
t ions, the  who le  set of q uest ions  are out of order, M r. 
S peaker, but  I ' l l  respond to the  o ut-of-order q uest ions 
of  a sore l oser. 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Speaker, wou ld  the M i n i ster 
consider respo n d i n g  to the orderl ies and to the  p u bl ic  
of Man itoba a n d  apo log i z i n g  to  the  orderl i es and  the 
p u bl ic  for m i slead i n g  the p u bl ic  wi th  respect to the 
qual i ty of serv i ce prov ided in  that very d iff i cult h ealth 
care f ie ld. 

MR. PARASIUK: M r. Speaker, I raised concerns about 
the fact that there m i g h t  be extra b i l l i ng,  t h at there 
may be i n stances of p u b l i c  spend i n g .  M r. S peaker, 
when the aud itor took a look  at t h i s  he fou nd t h at 
there was $1,000 of overb i l l i ng .  That matter has been 
corrected. Apparent ly  the m atter i s  bei ng reviewed;  
apparent ly  the  service is  i m p rov i n g ;  apparent ly the 
Department  of Health u nder a new NDP ad m i n i st ra­
t ion  is m o n itor i n g  the s i tuat ion.  They are tryi n g  to 
i mprove the serv ice, M r. Speaker .  I am p leased t h at 
my co l l eague, the  M i n ister of Health ,  is d o i n g  t hat. I 
bel i eve that's what the peop le  of Man itoba e lected an 
NDP g overn ment  for, to prov ide  h u mane, compas­
s ionate and com petent government. That's what they 
are gett i n g .  They d i d n't  have it before. 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. S peaker, I have a q u estio n  for 
the Honoura ble M i n i ster of Com m u n ity Services. I 
wou ld ask h i m  whether i n  v iew of the feig n ed outrage 
of the N D P  O ppos i t ion l ast year agai nst the govern­
ment  of the  day with respect to soup l i nes at the 
Salvat ion  Army's Harbou r Light Hostel, whether the 
M i n ister can advise the  House now of his posit ion and 

h is  att i tude this year in the l i g ht of i ncreas ing  n u m bers 
in those soup l i nes and whether, i ndeed, h i s  att i tude 
th is  year is  one of let them eat  soup. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Com­
m u n i ty Services. 

HON. LEONARD S. EVANS (Brandon East): M r. 
Speaker, my att i tude th i s  year is the same as it was last 
year. I ndeed, I ' m  very concerned about anyone in th i s  
prov i nce of  o u rs who is  u ne m p l oyed, and I wou l d  u rge 
honourab le  members to part ic i pate and support the 
reso l ut ion  we have o n  the  O rder Paper cal l i n g  for the 
Federal G overn ment  to f i n al ly see the  l i g ht at -
( I nterject i o n ) - Wel l, M r. S peaker, b lame it on the  
Feds, the fact is  that eco n o m i sts, there are  offic ia ls  of  
major  banks i n  th i s. M r. Speaker, there's n o  q u esti o n  
but that the people of o u r  g reat p rov ince and  con­
cerned persons  r ight across the  cou ntry recogn ize 
the fol l y  of the t ight money po l i cy bei ng followed by 
the Federal G overn ment  caus i n g  u n d u e  h i g h  i n terest 
rates and cau s i n g, i ndeed, t h i s  u nem ployment  w h i c h  
is so u n fo rtunate i n  o u r  m id st. U nt i l  we g e t  a c h a n g e  i n  
that policy we' l l  cont i n u e  to see r ight  across Canada, 
a recession. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder please. I 'm h av i n g  some d i ff i­
c u lty in hear i n g  the H o n o u ra ble M i n i ster make h i s  
answer. The Honourable M i n ister. 

MR. EVANS: Well, M r. S peaker, I can assu re honour­
able m e m bers that th i s  provi nce, th i s  Prov i n c i al 
Govern m ent, does i nd eed take a h u mane att i tude to 
all people w h o  are d isadvantaged and u n fortunate 
and I ' m  pleased to n ote that i n  o u r  b udget we h ave 
p rov i d ed m o re m o n ies for deal ing  with people who 
h ave d iff i cult ies, w hether  they 're d isabled, w hether  
they ' re p hys ically hand icapped or  whatever the i r  
cond i t i o n  may be,  that we are i n deed mak ing a n  effort 
to be o u r  brother's keeper. 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. S peaker, there seems to be a 
d i fferent level of outrage t h i s  year on the part of the 
M in i ster of Com m u n ity Services now that h i s  posit ion 
has c h anged with respect to the s ide of the House that 
he s i ts on .  
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M r. Speaker, cou l d  I ask the M i n i ster on the remote 
poss i b i l ity, the remote poss i b i l i ty that Pres ident  Rea­
gan i s  not  ab le  to do anyth i n g  about the Salvat ion 
Army s o u p  l i nes in  Wi n n i peg, what i s  th i s  M i n ister and 
h is  c o l leagu es go ing to do about th is?  

MR. EVANS: M r. S peaker, we wil l  do everyth ing i n  the 
power of  the  Prov i n c i a l  G overn ment  to e n s u re an 
adeq u ate rate of eco n o m i c  g rowth and w i t h i n  my 
depart m ent we wi l l  d o  every i n g  we can to h elp those 
who a re l ess fortu n ate than ou rselves. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Lakes ide. 

MR. HARRY ENNS (Lakeside): Mr.  S peaker, I d i rect 
th is  q u est ion to the M i n i ster of N at u ra l  Resou rces 
resp o n s i b l e  for the  G ul l  H arbo u r  Resort Hotel. I ' m  i n  
possess ion  o f  a letter as .. i ndeed, is  the M i n i ster and, I 
bel i eve, the  F i rst M i n i ster, sent to them by a l o ng-t ime 
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man ufactu rer of k i tchen food eq u i pment  i n  the P rov­
i nce of Man itoba that recent ly u nsuccessf u l l y  ten­
dered on  a su bstant ia l  order of k i tchen eq u i pment  i n  
that resort hote l ,  that charges the government  w i th  
u nfai r tender ing  p racti ces. M r. Speaker ,  can the M i n­
i ster i n d i cate to m e, has he had an opport u n ity to 
aquaint h i mself  w i th  the issue and  is  h e  sat isf ied that 
the tender i ng p ractices fo l l owed in th is i nstance were 
correct and  norma l?  

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of Natura l  
Resou rces. 

HON. AL MACKLING (St. James): Yes, M r. S peaker. 

MR. ENNS: M r. S peaker,  it is usua l  t hat the open i n g  
o f  tenders are d o n e  i n  a p u b l i c  way that other person s  
tender i ng  f o r  t h e  bus i ness are apprised o f  the  suc­
cessfu l  b id .  My u n dersta n d i n g ,  and I t h i n k  i t 's the 
i nformat ion  that the  H o n o u rab le  M i n ister has,  that 
has not taken p lace i n  th is  case. It is a lso u n usua l  and I 
f i nd  it u n acceptab le ,  part i cu lar ly  havi n g  l istened to 
the M i n ister of M u n i c i pa l  Affa i rs in the l ast few days i n  
the . Com m ittee o f  cons ider i ng  o f  Est i m ates that a 
c lause that abso l utely p ro h i b i ts any su bsti tu t ion  of 
product other than those des ig nated , and they happen 
to be most ly of U . S. manufacture, when we h ave a 
n u m ber  of them be ing  man u factu red here i n  M a n i ­
toba. I s  that,  i n deed , i n  the  i nterests of M a n itoba 
manufactu rers competi n g  for govern ment  bus iness? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Speaker,  I was advised that the 
normal pract ice had been fo l lowed; I haven't made 
persona l  i n q u i ry myself. I i n d icated the other day 
when I was apprised of this concern that a c o m p l a i n t  
had b e e n  reg istered wi th  the  department ,  that I wou l d  
be tak i n g  a l o o k  a t  i t. I 've been assu red that t h e  p rac­
tice i s  one that has been fol l owed in the past. H ow­
ever, I w i l l  endeavou r  to look  at the m atter perso n a l l y  
but  I h a v e  had t hat ass u rance,  t h a t  everyt h i n g  w a s  a s  
i t  h a s  been i n  the past. 

MR. ENNS: I asked the M i n ister or perhaps I ' l l  d i rect 
the q u est i o n  to the M i n ister of Govern ment  Services,  
i s  i t  n ot normal p rocedu re - and the  M i n istry of G ov­
ern ment  Services d oes have o n  staff a suff ic ient  
n u m ber of arch itects and other  person s  k n owledgea­
ble in sett i n g  out the des i g n  spec i f icat ions  for gov­
ernment  p u rchases - to, in fact, have a govern m ent ,  a 
government person set the des ign  qua l i f icat ions rather 
than the arch i tect in  q u est ion that was selected to do 
the job? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Gov­
ernment Services. 

HON. SAMUEL USKIW (Lac du Bonnet): M r. Speaker,  
I bel i eve that either opt ion has been used in the past,  
a l though  I 'm n ot certa i n  of i t ,  but I w i l l  undertake to 
take that q uest ion  as not ice. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
M i n nedosa. 

MR. DAVID R. (Dave) BLAKE (Minnedosa): M r. 
Speaker,  I have a q u esti o n  for the H o n o u rab le  M i n i s-
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ter of Govern ment  Services respons i b l e  for Transpor­
tat ion .  At the c l ose of h i s  Esti m ates he i n d i cated that 
by the end  of l ast week he wou ld  have a dec is ion on  
those parcels of land  represent i n g  abandoned ra i l  
beds o n  r ights-of-way that have been abandoned ,  h e  
wou l d  have some dec is ion  on  the transfer o f  t i t le  to 
that property. I wonder i f  he  c o u l d  g i ve us  an  u p-to­
date report. 

MR. USKIW: M r. S peaker,  I 've had an opport u n ity to 
review a n u m be r  of the a p p l i cat ions ,  in part i cu la r  the 
correspondence that was referred to in quest ions  that 
were put  to m e  a coup le  of weeks back and  I have 
i n structed the department to carry forward with the  
transfer of those p ropert ies. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Member  for Stur­
geon C reek. 

MR. J. FRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek): M r. 
Speaker,  my q u est ion is to the M i n i ster of Eco n o m i c  
Deve lopment  a n d  Tour ism.  The M i n i ster of Resour­
ces says, as the  p ract ice has happened i n  the past. 
Wel l ,  the pract ice in the past, M r. S peaker, has been 
that i f  there has been a com p l a i nt regard i n g  the q u o­
tat ion  system or the p u rchas i n g  system of the  p rov­
i n ce that the M i n ister of Eco n o m i c  Deve lopment  
i nvest igate i t .  A copy of the l etter went  to M r. E l l i s  
S h i ppam o f  the  Department of Eco n o m i c  Develop­
ment  and Tou ri s m ,  has the M i n ister or  w i l l  the  M inis­
ter have M r. S h i ppam i nvest igate i t  and give the M i n is­
ter a fu l l  report as to the p u rchas i n g  of th i s  equ i pment  
at  Hecia I s l and?  And  maybe the M i n i ster cou l d  f i nd  
out  why a M a n itoba m a n u fact u rer has been  u n a b l e  to  
acq u i re the o ther  tendered pr ices? He doesn't even 
k now why he d i d n 't get the job, M r. S peaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M i n ister of Eco­
nomic  Deve lopment. 

HON. MURIEL SMITH (Osborne): M r. Speaker,  I w i l l  
undertake t o  fo l low u p  that case. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
R o b l i n-R usse l l .  

MR. J .  WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin-Russell): M r. 
S peaker,  I have a q uest ion  for the  Honourab le  M i n i s­
ter of the  E n v i ro n ment. I wonder ,  can the H o n o u rab le  
M i n ister of the E n v i ro n ment adv ise  the House i f  po i ­
son ba i t  i s  st i l l  be ing scattered on the roof of th i s  
bu i ld i ng  to e l i m i nate or  cut down the h u n d reds of  
p igeons  for  years that  ca l l  that  the i r  home? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M i n ister of N o rth­
ern Affa i rs. 

HON. JAY COWAN (Churchill): Thank  you ,  M r. 
Speaker. I can n ot p rov ide  any deta i led  i nformat i o n  to 
the  M e m ber  for Rob l i n  at the p resent  t ime and  I w o u l d  
o n l y  a s k  h i m  i f  he  cou l d  be more speci f ic  i n  respect t o  
h i s  concerns. I f  he  c a n  be I ' l l  be p leased to attempt t o  
provide h i m  wi th  the deta i led  i nformat ion  w h i c h  I 
k now he wants and he deserves i n  respect to that 
q u estion .  I f  he ,  i n  fact, can not be m o re spec i f i c  then  i t  
m a y  t a k e  me a b i t  longer  to prov ide that i nformat ion  t o  
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him, but I w i l l  certa i n l y  u ndertake to do so by way of 
th is  c o m m itment .  I ' l l  take th i s  q uest ion  as n ot ice and 
wi l l  await  fu rther  i n format ion from the M e m ber for  
Robl i n, or fai l i n g  to receive that wi l l  proceed on  my 
own to provide h im with  the type of deta i l ed i nforma­
t ion which he deserves. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. I ' m  sure the M e m ber 
for R o b l i n-Russe l l  has been a m e m ber of this House 
long enough to k now that i tems termed as exhi bits are 
not a l lowed wi th i n  the C h a m ber. Does the Honour­
able Mem ber for Rob l i n-Russell h ave a q uest ion?  

MR. McKENZIE: M r. S peaker, i t  was the H o n o u rab le  
M i n i ster that asked me to produce the evidence and, 
M r. S peaker, s i n ce p igeons are better k nown i n  
Ottawa c i rcles a s  "doves" on  some spec ia l  occas ions, 
it was found on the  west s ide of t h i s  b u i ld i n g  ear ly l ast 
even i n g .  I wonder wou ld the M i n ister make su re, I ' l l  
g i ve h i m  t h e  carcass. he  c a n  conduct an autopsy a n d  
advise t h i s  House what was t h e  cause o f  its death .  

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  Honourab le  M i n ister o f  N o rth­
ern  Affai rs .  

MR. COWAN: Wel l , I can 't u ndertake specif i cally to 
conduct the autopsy on  my own .  I would be p leased to 
receive the carcass w h i c h  the mem ber has been keep­
ing in his desk for somet i me now - I'm not certa in  
how long  - however, w i thout  w i s h i n g  to treat th i s  
su bject l i g ht ly  as some of the mem bers opposite are 
i n tendi ng  to do, I do i n  fact w ish  to rev iew the  q ues­
t ions w h i c h  he has asked and ask my department  to 
-( I nterject ion ) - and ask my department i f, i n  fact. 
they w i l l  u ndertake the n ecessary i n vest igat ions and 
exami n at ions wh ich  w i ll a l low them to deter m i n e  as 
much as is  poss i b l e  the  cause of death of this appar­
ent l y  deceased p igeon .  H av i n g  asked them to do t h at, 
I will endeavou r  to report back to the M e m ber for 
Rob l i n  w i th  whatever i nformat ion  is  avai l able i n  
respect t o  that dist i nct cause o f  death of th is  b i rd. 

I hope to be a ble to do that  in the near  futu re .  
However, I m ust warn the M e m ber for Rob l i n  that 
these sorts of i n vest igat ions do take some t i m e  and  
therefore I wou ld  j u st ask h i s  pat ience i n  t h i s  regard. 

However, i n  the meanwh i l e  I w i l l  check with  the 
other M i n i sters respons ib le  for the  b u i ldi n g  and I w i l l  
check  with  my department.  I w i l l  a l so  check  with  the  
M i n i ster of Hea l th  whom I correspond with and com­
m u n icate with on  many occas ions  on  su bjects such 
as t h i s  and the M i n ister of  N atu ral Resou rces, who 
obvious ly has some rol e  to p lay i n  the protect ion  of  
wi ldl ife i n  th is  prov i nce as wel l .  

I w i l l  provide t h e  I nteri m Report back t o  the Mem ber 
for R o b l i n  in g reat deta i l ,  as soon as I have i t  avai l a b l e  
to me.  

MR. McKENZIE: M r. Speaker, can I ask the H o n o u r­
ab le  M i n ister if he' l l  be very carefu l  w i th  th is  case 
because a s i m ilar case l i ke ly  caused the po l i t i ca l  
downfa l l  and dem i se of the former  M e m ber for  E lm­
wood, when he  was M i n i ster of G overn ment  Serv ices.  

MR. COWAN: Wel l, I appreciate the  mem ber's adv ice 
and I on ly  want to assure h im w i th  any  q uest ions  that 
he provides to me - and I take t h i s  i n  a very serious  

way - because there is  obv ious ly  somet h i n g  wh ich  
has affected t h i s  poor b i rd. We w i l l  want to f i nd  out, i n  
fact, what that cou ld  be and provide i t  to the mem ber 
and to the House, so that we can h ave the type of 
i nformat ion  avai l a b l e  to us, w h i c h  w i l l  a l l ow us to 
make the type of dec is ions w h i c h  we as dec is ion­
makers w ish  to proceed i n  mak ing as part of th is  
govern ment .  

We wi l l  get the facts and f i g u res on  th i s  and we w i l l  
p rovide i t  to t h e  M e m ber f o r  Rob l i n  a n d  t o  mem bers of 
the H ouse and tel l the mem bers who are i nterested, at 
our  earl iest conven ience.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M e m ber for T u rt le  
Mou ntai n .  

MR. A. BRIAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain): M r. 
Speaker, my q uest ion  is to the  Attorney-General i n  
h i s  capacity a s  H o use Leader.  

M r. Speaker, over the past few weeks there have 
been a n u m ber of oral  q u est ions for w h i c h  we h ave 
not received a nswers. They've been taken as not ice .  
There h ave also been several q u est ions i n  a w ritten 
form placed u po n  the Order Paper.  

I wonder i f  the  Attorney-General cou ld  advise when 
we m i g ht h ave a nswers to some of o u r  q uest ions .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-Genera l .  

MR. PENNER: Yes, M r. S peaker, w i t h  respect to t h e  
secon d  part o f  t h e  q uest ion ,  there w i l l  be f i led i n  t h e  
House tomorrow t h e  rep ly  t o  t h e  Order f o r  Returns of 
the H o n o u ra ble M e m ber for Robl i n-R usse l l .  
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I h ave h ad mem bers of my staff g o i n g  t h roug h  
H a n sard t o  corre late not ices taken o f  q u est ions  and 
answers g i ven .  I expect to have that comp leted by 
Fr iday and wil l  g ive the answer to the  H o n o u ra b l e  
O pposi t ion  H ouse Leader a t  that t i m e .  

We're try i n g  t o  keep c h eck  of those t h i n g s  and  I 
assu re the  H o n o u rab le O p posi t ion  House Leader a n d  
the o t h e r  m e m bers o f  the  House t hat we wi ll n ot leave 
q uest ions  u nanswered. 

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker, dur ing  the  rev iew of the  
Esti m ates of the Department o f  H i g hways and Trans­
port at i o n  and in the review of the  Est i mates of the 
Departent of Agricu l tu re, a n u m ber of q uest ions  were 
taken as n ot ice by the M i n i sters at that t i m e  and were 
n ot responded to pr ior  to the  pass i n g  of those 
Esti m ates. 

I w onder i f  the G overnment  H ouse Leader wou ld  
u ndertake to speak  w i th  the M i n i sters of those 
depart ments and assure that those q u est ions  also a re 
answered. 

MR. PENNER: Yes. 

MR. RANSOM: Mr. Speaker, my q u estion is for the 
M i n i ster of E n ergy and M i nes. 

Some days ago I asked the M i n ister of Energy and 
M i nes about  the poss ib le  act ion by th is  govern ment  to  
reduce royal t ies, wh ich  m ig h t  l ead to a f u rther  p ro­
duct i o n  or exp lorat ion of o i l  in th i s  p rov i n ce .  S i n ce 
that t i m e, I u nderstand the Saskatchewan G overn­
ment has taken some act ion  in this regard a n d  
a l t h o u g h  the M i n ister o f  Energy a n d  M i nes has s a i d  
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that he has had n o  rep resentat i o n ,  I wonder if the  
M i n ister o f  Energy  and M i nes has  g iven considerat ion  
to the fact t h at there are  over  1 00 o i l  wells i n  M a n i toba 
that are capable of product ion but  are not prod u c i n g  
o i l  because o f  the  royalt ies structu re. 

Has that m atter been b ro u g ht to the attent ion of the  
M i n i ster and is  h e  cons ider i n g  tak i n g  some act ion?  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M i n ister of Energy 
and M i nes. 

MR. PARASIUK: M r. Speaker,  I 've had consultat ions  
with  people i n  the i n d u stry and they've never, to date, 
raised the whole m atter of our royalt i es or  taxat i o n  
b e i n g  too excessive.  I n  fact, I asked t h e m  specif ical ly 
about that and aga i n  they commented at that t i me ,  
that they d i d n't feel that i t  was a cr i t ic ial factor.  

I n deed, M r. S peaker,  the  stat i st ics i n d i cate that 
from January 1 st to A pril  Sth ,  1 982,  we've had 19 wells 
dr i lled in Man itoba compared to f ive be ing d rilled 
between the Jan uary 1 st a n d  Apr i l  Sth of 1 98 1 . So it 
would appear, M r. S peaker, that we are havi n g  a n  
i n c rease i n  act i v ity i n  M a nitoba,  i n  part because o f  
i n cteased pr ices f o r  n e w  oils .  So far. Mr .  S peaker,  I 
t h i n k  I ' m  pleased with  the rate of act iv ity i n  Man itoba.  

The only problem that the j u n i o r  o i l  com pan i es 
have is a cash flow p roble m ,  Mr. S peaker,  caused i n  
large part b y  h i g h  i nterest rates. That has been the  
p ress i n g  prob lem bei n g  faced by n ot only the  j u n i ors, 
M r. Speaker.  but  even la rger  Canadian compan ies 
l i ke Turbo Resou rces, w h i c h  now has to go t h r o u g h  a 
very cr i t ica l  refi n a n c i n g  and Dome Petrole u m  w h i c h  
apparently i s  hav i n g  d i ff iculty because of the  m as­
s ive ly i n c reased i nterest rates, caused aga i n  by a n  
economic  policy that isn ' t  work i n g .  

So i f  the M e m ber  f o r  Tu rtle Mou nta i n  h a s  concerns 
about the state of the  o i l  i n dustry and  fut u re possi ble 
act ion ,  M r .  S peaker,  I would hope that he would j o i n  
w i t h  my P rem ier  and  o u r  M i n ister of F i nance i n  u rg i n g  
t h e  Federal Govern ment  t o  l ower t h e  i nterest rates, s o  
that w e  c a n  st i m u l ate s o m e  eco n o m i c  act iv ity i n  all 
spheres wi th i n  t h i s  cou ntry. 

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker,  i ndeed we have been 
pleased that the response of the  o i l  compan ies i n  
terms of new explorat i o n ,  w h i c h  came about as a 
conseq uence of o u r  government  ret u r n i n g  to a policy 
of leas ing  C rown lan d  and to br i n g  our royalty struc­
t u re i nto l i n e  with other prov i nces. What I ' m  con­
cerned about,  Mr. S peaker,  i s  the  q uest ion  of those o i l  
wel ls  that  a re  capab le  of  product io n ,  but a re  not now 
p rod u c i n g  because of the royalty struct u re - a n d  th is  
i s  not somet h i n g  that has come about  with i n  the  past 
few months ,  t h i s  is  an  issue that h as existed for some 
t i me.  I w o u l d  ask the M i n ister,  specif i cal ly ,  i f  he would 
consult with his department and see whether he  has 
rece ived any com m u n icat i o n ,  w hether the depart­
ment has rece ived any com m u n icat ion  from H endy's 
Prod uct ion and Management Ltd.  req uest i ng  t h at the 
government  ca lculate their  royalt ies i n  a d i fferent  
manner  i n  o rder that some of these o i l  wells m i g ht be 
put back into p rod uct ion? 

MR. PARASIUK: M r. Speaker .  I w i ll , in  fact, look i nto 
the matter raised by the Mem ber for Tu rtle Mou ntai n .  
I f  i n deed , there were some problems wi th  t h e  royalty 

struct u re of the prev ious  ad m i n i strat ion that c reated 
some a n o m a l i es,  certa i n ly ,  I would like to hear about  
those and I w i ll look i nto those to determine whether ,  
in fact ,  any act ion  should be taken especially in l ight  
of the  fact that there has been some i n cent ives p ro­
vided throug h the o i l  pr ic ing arrangement with Ottawa. 
But, I will certai nly look i nto the matter. 

MR. RANSOM: Yes, M r. Speaker,  i t 's part ly  a q ues­
t ion  of the royalty struct u re and partly a q uest ion  of 
the  Federal Govern ment app l i cat ion of their royalty 
struct u re.  Has the M i n i ster made representat ion  to 
Ottawa to the  effect that p rov inc ial royalt ies should be 
made deduct i ble as an expense when ca l c u l at i n g  fed­
eral royalt ies? 

MR. PARASIUK: M r .  S peaker,  we h ave been i n  n ego­
t iat ion with the  Federal G overn ment on all of t hese 
matters. We certa i nly have been ra is ing  these po i nts 
in the past. I n deed , I can recall i t  was the p rev ious 
New Democrat ic Party G overn ment that ra ised very 
ser i ous object ions  to the act ions  of the Federal G ov­
ernment  when they, in fact, made p rov i n c i al royal i t ies 
n o n-ded u ct i ble from Federal I ncome Tax cla i m s  by 
Man itoba c o m pa n ies.  We fou n d  that was a n  anoma l ­
ous s i tuat ion ,  then an u nacceptable s i tuat ion ;  we con­
t i n u e  to f ind that .  I w i ll have to determ i n e  whether ,  i n  
fact, t h e  p rev ious  ad m i n istrat i o n ,  u nder  the Conser­
vat ive Govern ment ,  made representat ion  d u r i n g  the  
cou rse of the  last fou r  years with respect to th is  m atte r  
and I 'll c h e c k  to determ i n e  whether ,  i n  fact, t h a t  was 
the case but I k now certa inly that we have been mak­
i n g  representat i o n  in  th i s  matter, M r. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Mem ber for St .  
N orbert. 

MR. G.W.J. (Gerry) MERCIER (St. Norbert): M r. 
S peaker, m y  q u est ion is to the Honou rable Attorney­
General. Could h e  i n d i cate whether he will be i ntro­
d u c!ng leg islat i o n  at this Sess ion ,  amendments to the  
H u man R i g hts Act  deali ng w i th  mandatory ret i rement  
p u rsuant to the Rothste i n  I nq u i ry?  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Attorney-General. 
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MR. PENNER: No,  M r. Speaker,  I have no i ntent i o n  of 
i n t rod u c i n g  such  leg is lat ion  i n  th i s  Sess ion .  I have 
asked the mem bers of the H u man R i ghts C o m m i ss ion  
to rev iew t h e  w h ole Act .  I th ink  that i t  may need rev i ­
s ion  and t h a t  wi ll be one q uest ion  that the Co m m is­
s ion  wi ll be look i n g  at.  There is  also a Cab i net Caucus 
C o m m ittee that w i l l  be look i n g  at  the Rothste i n  report 
and ex pects to review it very c losely over the s u m mer .  

MR. MERCIER: M r. S peaker.  a supp lementary q u es­
tion to the M i n ister of Labour .  Can the M i n ister of 
Labo u r  i n d i cate whether  he will be i ntrod u c i n g  any 
amend ments to the C i v i l  Serv ice Act deali n g  with 
mandatory ret i rement p u rsuant to the recom menda­
t ions of the Rothste i n  I nq u i ry? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable M i n ister of Labour .  

HON. VIC SCHROEDER (Rossmere): That is  u nder  
rev iew and there is no p resent i ntent ion to i ntrod uce 
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any leg is lat ion  that wou ld be awa i t ing  the report of 
the c o m m ittee that is  look ing  i nto it .  

MR. MERCIER: M r. S peaker,  a supp lementary q ues­
t ion to the M i n ister of Educat ion .  Cou ld the M i n ister 
of Educat i o n  i ndicate whether or  not she w i l l  be i nt ro­
duci n g  any amendments to the P u b l i c  Schools  Act 
deal i n g  with the q uest ion of mandatory ret i rement  
p u rsuant  to the recom mendat ions of the Rothste i n  
I n q u i ry? 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s t e r  of 
Educat ion .  

HON. MAUREEN HEMPHILL (Logan): No.  

MR. MERCIER: M r. Speaker ,  I bel ieve the M i n ister 
rose to answer the q uest ion .  

MRS. HEMPHILL: No.  

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for La 
Verendrye. 

MR. BANMAN: T h a n k  you, M r. Speaker .  I di rect my 
quest ion  to the F i rst M i n ister and, in l i g h t  of the  e lec­
tion p ro m ise in w h i c h  he  stated that the NOP G ov­
ernment  wou ld prov ide security of l ayoffs and 1 2  
m o n t h s  c o m pensat i o n  t o  e m p l oyees w o u l d  be 
req u i red in  the event of sh utdowns or  l ayoffs i nvo lv­
i n g  m o re than  50 peop le ,  I wonder if he cou l d  tel l t he  
House what he  and h i s  govern ment a re  do ing  to avoi d  
t h e  l ayoffs a n d  poss i b l e  sh utdown a n d  t h e  putt ing out  
of  work of some 300 peop le  at Victor ia Leather .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  F i rst M i n ister. 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, the honourab le  m e m be r  
is referr ing  to leg is lat ion  t h a t  i nvolves l ayoffs, not ice 
of t i mes in regard to l ayoffs, and certa in ly  i t  i s  o u r  
i ntent ion  to deal w i t h  t hose issues d u r i n g  o u r  term i n  
governement .  I nsofar a s  the  q uest ion  o f  Victor ia  
Leather ,  that pertai n s ,  as the honourable mem ber 
knows fu l l  wel l ,  to the  general  economic  c i rcum­
stance that a l l  parts o f  Canada are  p resent ly affected 
by. 

MR. BANMAN: A s u p p lementary ,  M r. Speaker.  Then 
i n  l ight  of the  p ro m i se that there wou ld  be secu rity of  
layoffs and t h at 12  months not ice  o r  com pensat i o n  to  
e m p l oyees wou ld be req u i red i n  the  event of sh ut­
downs or  l ayoffs i nvo lv ing  more than 50 people ,  i n  
th is  partic u l ar case that part i cu la r  e lectio n  pro m ise 
does not apply to the 300 e m p l oyees at Victor ia 
Leather.  

MR. PAWLEY: M r. S peaker, I t h i n k  the  H o n o u rab le  
Mem ber for La  Verend rye shou ld  be consc ious of the  
fact that th i s  was not a l ayoff but ,  i ndeed, was term i na­
t ion o r  e m p loyment  as a res u l t  of  the  actions of a 
receiver.  Th is  is q u ite a d i fferent i tem than that w h i c h  
occu rred a s  a resu l t  of l ayoffs u nder the p rov is ions o f  
T h e  Labou r  Relat ions Act. 

MR. BANMAN: Wel l ,  M r. S peaker,  I wonder  i f  a com­
pany that g oes i nto ban k ru ptcy or  i s  put  i nto recei ver-

s h i p  i s  cons idered in the Fi rst M i n i ster's terms as a 
shut t ing  down of the operat i o n .  As he poi nts out  i n  h i s  
pro m i ses du r i n g  the  e lect i o n ,  he  d i d  n ot o n l y  refer to 
layoffs he a lso refers, in h i s  docu ment w h i c h  he 
s igned, he refers to sh utdowns,  not on ly  layoffs. 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker ,  there i s  q u ite a d i ffer­
ence,  and the  honourab le  member  k n ows, between 
what occu rs as a resu l t  of receivers h i p  when there is 
a n  automat ic  term i nat i o n  as a res u l t  of the eco n o m i c  
c i rc u m stances, opposed t o  that w h i c h  occu rred i n  
respect t o  Maple Leaf a n d  to Swifts. 

Let me assu re the h o n o u rab le  m e m ber that t h i s  
government ,  u n l i ke the p rev ious  govern ment ,  i s  exa­
m i n i ng the  p rov is ions  of The Labour  Act i n  order  to 
p rov ide g reater secu rity in the event of layoffs. T h i s  is  
a n  area that ,  yes ,  has been neg lected over the  l ast 
n u m ber of years and th is  government  is q u ite con­
scious  of that. 

MR. BANMAN: So, M r. S peaker,  a supp lementary 
q uest ion  then .  The M i n i ster i s  say i n g  that ,  as far as the  
p ro m ises were m ade, they do not app ly  to  the  300 
peop le  that face l ayoffs at Victor ia  Leather ,  h owever, 
after the government  i n t roduces l eg i s l at ion  t h i s  type 
of t h i n g  w i l l  never happen aga i n .  Is that w h at he's 
tel l i n g  us? 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker,  I regret that agai n we 
have to i nform the honourab le  mem ber that w h at we 
are deal i n g  with i s  not l ayoffs but we a re deal i n g  w i th  a 
receivers h i p ,  a bankruptcy w h i c h  is q u ite d i fferent. 
What has occu rred , as a res u l t  of eco n o m i c  c i rc u m ­
stance across t h e  country ;  what h a s  occu rred because 
of eco n o m i c  po l i c i es that are not serv ing  the  p u b l i c  
i nterest a t  the  p resent t i m e  i n  Canada.  W h a t  we're 
deal i n g  w i th  is a need for act ion  on the part of 
govern ments ,  Federa l ,  Prov i n c i a l  and  elsewhere i n  
t h e  world i n  order t o  esta b l i s h  a better eco n o m i c  c l i­
mate. M r. S peaker ,  I want to say t h at we w i l l  do a l l  t h at 
we can wi th i n  the prov i n c i a l  j u r i sd ict i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  
be l i m ited,  i n  order to ass ist  d u ri n g  t h i s  most  d i ffi c u l t  
t ime perta i n i n g  to eco n o m i c  c i rc u m stances. We are 
most concerned i n  regard to m e n  a n d  women t h at a re 
la id off. But  what we need , M r. S peaker, is the  assis­
tance and co-operat ion  of the  Oppos i t ion of other 
leve l s  of government  at the sen i o r  level ;  i ndeed , w h at 
we n eed is a rea l i zatio n  that there is a req u i rement  for 
more posi t ive ,  di rect, act iv i st govern ment in Canada 
and e lsewhere in the  world in order  to reverse the 
eco n o m i c  resu lts of f iscal  conservat i sm i n  the world.  
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  M e m ber  for T u rt le  
Mou ntai n .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker ,  m y  q u est i o n  is  f o r  t h e  
M i n i ster of E nergy a n d  M i nes .  C a n  the  M i n ister of 
Energy and M i nes advise the H ouse whether or not 
th is  department  i s  underta k i n g  leas i n g  of potash in 
the McAu ley area? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rab le  M i n ister of Energy 
and M i nes. 

MR. PARASIUK: M r. Speaker, r ight  now we are n ot 
undertak i n g  leas i n g  but I ' l l  check w i th  the depart men-
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tal staff to see whether, i n  fact, they've rece ived any 
enqu i ries .  

MR. RANSOM: M r. Speaker ,  m y  quest ion  i s  for the 
M i n ister of Fi nance .  Can the  M i n i ster of Fi nance 
advise the House whether  he p lans  to be g o i n g  to the 
markets with another bond issue short ly? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Fi n ance.  

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker ,  the  q uest ion  i s  one 
that  the former  M i n ister of F inance s h o u l d  wel l know 
the answer to. When we came i nto govern ment ,  
because of the fact that there h ad n 't been suff ic ient  
borrowi n g  to keep up with w here we were, we were 
several h u n d red of m i l l i ons  of d o l lars in short-term 
loans for the  year  1 98 1 -82.  We had the  M i n i ster i n  
charge of overd rafts down here and  when we went  to  
the market a l t h o u g h  he was  ask i n g  the p ress when we 
did go to the m arket to N ew York, what is  this person 
do ing?  Altho u g h  he  was ask i n g  that,  he  shou l d  h ave 
known f u l l  wel l  that what we were d o i n g  was convert­
i ng those overd rafts and  p r o m i ssory n otes i nto long­
tertn loans .  I t  was  h i s  govern ment ,  M r. S peaker,  that 
put  us i n  l i ne l ast fa l l  before the change of g overn­
ment, for i n stance,  to  Japan to see -( l nterject ion )­
yes, exot ic  do ll a rs that the former Fi rst M i n i ster l i kes 
to refer to. I t  was when he was M i n ister of F inance that 
the govern ment entered the l i ne-up for the - ( I nter­
ject i o n ) - yes, for the  Japanese m on ey market, so he  
shou ld  wel l  k now the answer  to that q u est ion .  

MR. RANSON: M r. S peaker,  we' re beco m i n g  accus­
tomed to this batt l e  gab  that we keep g etti n g  from the 
M i n i ster of Fi nance.  My quest ion  was, does he i ntend 
to go to the m arket wi th  another  bond issue short ly? 

MR. SCHROEDER: Wel l ,  M r. S peaker,  I expect that 
over the cou rse of the  next n u m ber  of years, we w i l l  
frequent ly b e  g o i n g  t o  t h e  b o n d  m arket. 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The t i m e  for O ra l  
Quest ions havi n g  exp i red, O rders of the Day. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

COMMITTEE CHANGE 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Govern ment House 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER: M r. S peaker ,  f i rst I 'd l i ke to a n n o u nce 
a change w i th  respect to the  C o m m ittee on  Pr i v i l eges 
and Elect ions  for tomorrow: the H o n o u rable M e m ber 
for Fl i n  F lon su bst i tut i n g  for the Honourable M e m ber 
for Spr ingf ie ld .  

M r. S peaker, wou l d  you p l ease cal l second read i n g  
B i l l  No . 1 5? 

SECOND READING - GOVERNMENT BILLS 

MR. ROLAND PENNER (Fort Rouge) presented B i l l  
N o .  1 5, T h e  M ar ita l  Property Act, for second read i n g .  

MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rab le  Attorney-General . 

MR. PENNER: M r. S peaker, B i l l  1 5  is a b i l l  i ntended to 
amend certa i n  p rov is ions  of The M arita l  Property Act. 
Present ly ,  r ig hts u nder  pens ion p lans ,  a n n u ity po l i ­
c ies ,  l i fe i n s u rance,  and acc ident  and s ickness pol i ­
c ies are defi ned i n  The Marita l  Property Act as com­
mercia l  assets. As a resu l t  of that part icu lar  def i n i t ion 
the  cou rts have a w ider  d iscret i o n  to depart from the 
very i m portant p ri nc i p l e  of equa l  shar ing where such 
assets are d iv ided .  B i l l  15 defi nes these r ights u n der 
pens i o n  plans,  a n n u ity po l ic ies,  l i fe, or  acc ident  and 
s ickness i n s u rance p o l ic ies as fam i l y  assets, thus  res­
tr ict i n g  the  d iscreti o n  to vary equa l  d iv is ion  of these 
assets . 

B i l l  1 5  a lso dea ls  w i th  issues raised i n  the dec is ion 
of the  Man itoba C o u rt of Appeal  i n  I s b ister versus 
I sb ister. The  cou rt in that case cons idered the issue of 
the d iv i s ion  of r ig hts u nder a pension plan between 
spouses and decided that a l thou g h  pens ion benefits 
were, as then defi ned ,  com merc ia l  assets fal l i n g  
with i n  t h e  scope o f  T h e  Mar i ta l  Property Act, that 
such  benefits cons ist i n g  of r ig hts ar is i n g  i n  the  fu ture 
cou l d  not be i nc l uded i n  the acco u n t i n g  and d i v is ion 
of property u nder the  Act ,  on the g rounds that p resent 
market value for these benefits cou l d  not be d eter­
m i ned and a lso on the further  g ro u n d  that, s u bject to 
certa i n  except ions  app ly ing  most ly to pens ions  such 
as C PP,  that s u c h  assets cou l d  n ot be s p l i t .  Th i s  dec i ­
s ion ,  that is the I sb ister and Isb ister dec is ion  created a 
ser ious p rob lem ,  as i n  many marr iages a pens ion p lan 
is the on ly  va l uab le  marital  asset. 

N ow, in response to the p rob lem ar is ing  from the 
I s b ister dec is ion ,  B i l l  15 provides that an asset is  to be 
d i v ided between spouses even where i t  cons ists 
merely of fu ture r ig hts ,  and  even where there is no  
certa i nty a t  the  t i m e  of separat i o n ,  a t  the t ime  of the 
d i v i s i o n ,  as to w h ether  th is  r ight  wi l l  be received in  the 
fu ture .  F u rther, w here a p resent  market va lue cannot 
be dete r m i ned for  an asset because of the pec u l ia r  
nature of such assets, the court sha l l  neverthe less 
attem pt to determ i n e  a va lue by u s i n g  whatever other, 
that is other than  m arket,  va luat ion method the court 
deams appropr iate. 

1707 

The p resent Act e m powers a court to make an order 
p reserv i n g  a n  asset, but  only where i t  can be estab­
l i shed ,  by the app l icant  in the part i cu la r  proceed i ngs, 
that one  spouse is - and  these are lega l  terms - d issi­
pati n g  or  a bsco n d i n g  with that asset. 

Now to e n s u re that the purpose of The Marital  
Property Act is  n ot defeated by any pr ior  d isposal of 
asset - that i s  pr ior to the cou rt hav i n g  a chance to 
adj u d icate - before a d iv i s ion  of property can be 
made, B i l l  1 5  conta i n s  a p rov is ion  w h i c h  extends the 
power of the cou rt and  a l lows the court to make an 
order for the p reservat ion of assets p rov i d i n g ,  there­
fore, t h i s  rel i ef to a spouse who may not be ab le  to 
p rove that the  extreme s i tuat ion of d i ss i pat ion  or a bs­
cond i n g  actua l ly  exists but may be able to demon­
strate that there i s  a n  apprehended danger of the 
d i ss i pat ion of that asset. 

The prov is ion  also provides that a cert i f i cate of 
what is ca l led " l i s  pendens,"  that is, i t  a lerts any poten­
tial p u rchaser or  m o rtgagee of a n  asset, i t  a lerts that 
person to the fact that there may be l i t i gat ion  pen d i n g ;  
that a Cert i f i cate o f  L i s  Pendens m a y  issue t o  e n s u re 
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the p reservat ion  of an asset, even where the t i t le  to 
real p roperty is  not in issue;  to fu rther p rotect the 
r ig hts of the  spouse and to prevent  d isposal  of an 
asset before a court order cou l d  be made as to what 
the respective port ions of the mar ita l  assets are. The 
B i l l  w i l l  prov ide  that such an a p p l i cat ion  for the  p res­
ervat ion  of an asset can be made on  what is  ca l led a n  
e x  parte bas is ,  that is  b y  t h e  one app l i cant appear i n g  
i n  cou rt without not ice.  

Ord i nar i ly ,  M r. Speaker, new leg is lat ion  does n ot 
app ly  to c o u rt act ions a l ready i n  prog ress, however, 
to overcome as far as poss ib le  any hardsh i ps that 
have resu lted from the a p p l i cat i o n  of the u n amended 
Act  a n d  the  effect of I s b ister- I s b i ster has been to 
create a g reat many u n certa i n t ies and hardsh i ps .  To 
overcome that B i l l  1 5  extends these a m e n d ments to 
any c o u rt p roceed i ngs where no  f inal  order o r  j udg­
ment  was  g i ven before the  date of the f i rst rea d i n g  of  
the b i l l ,  name ly ,  March  1 2, 1 982. 

I ' m ,  therefore, reco m m e n d i n g  that B i l l  1 5 , to amend 
The Mar ita l  Property Act  be enacted as  proposed. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Mem ber for St .  
Norbert. 

MR. MERCIER: I m ove, secon ded by the H o n o u rab le  
Mem ber for  Fort Garry that debate be adjou rned.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Govern ment  House 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER: M r. Speaker, I m ove, secon d ed by the 
M i n i ster of F inance that M r. S peaker, do  n ow l eave the 
C h a i r  and the House resolve itself  i nto C o m m ittee of 
the Whole to cons ider  and report of B i l l  1 8  referred for 
T h i rd Read i n g ,  The Par i-M utuel  Tax Act.  

MOTION presented and carried and the H o u se 
reso lved itself  i nto a C o m m ittee of the  W h o l e  w i th  the  
Honourable Mem ber for Fl i n  F lon i n  the C h a i r. 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE HOUSE 

BILL N0.18 

THE PARl-MUTUEL TAX ACT 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): C o m m it­
tee come to order p lease. The  B i l l  before the  com m it­
tee is  B i l l  No .  1 8, A n  Act to amend The Par i-M utue l  
Tax Act .  We wi l l  proceed sect ion-by-sect i o n .  Sect ion  
N o .  1 -pass; Sect ion No .  2 I m pos i t ion  of  tax. 

The Honourable M e m ber for Sturgeon C reek.  

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I wou l d  l i ke to ask 
the  M i n ister of F inance ,  and  he poss i b l y  m ay have to 
d efer to the M i n ister of Eco n o m i c  Devel opment  and  
Tour ism.  The M i n ister of Economic  Deve lopment  and 
Tour ism,  I be l ieve, M o nday n igh t  in  Com m ittee sa id 
t h at there had n 't been any dec is i o n  made as to the  
d i str ibut ion of these funds that the Prov inc ia l  Gov­
ernment col l ects from the rac i n g  that g o  back to H o r­
seman's Assoc iat ion and  the  Horse B reeders' Associ­
at ion .  I wonder i f  the M i n ister  of F inance i s  ab le  at th i s  
t i m e  to te l l  us what the  d ist r ibut ion  of fu nds w i l l  be of 

th is  tax as the races do start on  Fr iday n i g ht? 

MR. CHAIR MAN: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n is ter  of  
F inance. 

HON. VICTOR SCHROEDER (Rossmere): T h e  
mon ies w i l l  b e  app l ied ,  a s  I u n d e rsta n d  i t ,  t o  t h e  Tho­
rou g h b red and  Harness Rac ing  I n d ustry S u p po rt 
Programs or ig i na l l y  i n  the amou nts col lected . The 
deta i l s  of the  p rogram as to how the mon ies wi l l  be 
app l ied ,  as between p u rse supports, breeders s u p­
ports,  or other programs,  w i l l  be based u po n  recom­
mendat ions  of the M a n itoba H o rse Rac i n g  C o m m is­
sion and i s  approved by the  M i n i ster respons ib le .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourab le  Member for  V i rden .  

MR. HARRY GRAHAM (Virden): Thank  you,  M r. 
Cha i rman .  The M i n i ster has i n d icated that the Horse 
Rac i n g  C o m m iss ion has n ot made any recom menda­
t ions  to the government as yet. We're bei n g  asked to 
pass a meas u re w h i c h  g i ves them add i t iona l  m o n ey, 
some $948,000 est i m ated,  I bel i eve the M i n i ster said 
earl ie r .  I t h i n k  i t 's  only fa i r that m e m bers of the O p po­
s i t ion  shou ld  k n ow speci f ica l l y  how that m oney is 
g o i n g  to be apport ioned? Is i t  g o i n g  to be 65 percent 
to the  thorou g h b reds and 35 percent to the  standard 
breds? I s  it 55-45, or is it 50-50? S u re ly  the  M i n ister 
c o u l d  g ive us that k i n d  of i nformat ion at th is t i me; it 's 
fair ly i m portant to the horse rac i n g  i n dustry. 

MR. SCHROEDER: Yes. M r. Cha i rman ,  I recogn ize 
the  i mportance of the quest ion .  I j ust wou l d  l i ke to 
say, h owever, t h at th i s  tax is j ust l i ke the other port ion  
of the  tax ,  that i s  i t  goes  to G e neral  Reven u e ,  to the 
Conso l idated Fund.  I t 's n ot a trust fu n d  type of s i tua­
t i o n .  There w i l l  be d i scuss ions ,  as I u nderstan d  i t ,  w i th 
.the  i n d ustry as to the sp l i t  and  I u nderstan d  the  M i n is­
ter of Eco n o m i c  Deve lopment  m ay have some addi­
t iona l  com ments on  that quest ion .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister o f  Eco­
n o m i c  Development  and Tou r i sm .  

MRS. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  we have  i n  fact 
received a l etter of recom mendat ion  from the Horse 
Rac i n g  Com m i ss i o n  as a res u l t  of  the p rocess w h i c h  I 
have descr i bed before. The  new C o m m iss ion  has met 
with the g ro u ps that are affected in a m i xed g ro u p  and 
then heard the i r posit ions  separate ly .  

They have come to a concensus but we are not 
a n n o u n c i n g  it u n t i l  we get a wr i tten conf i rmat ion from 
each of the g ro u ps,  j ust to e l i m i n ate any poss i b le 
m i s u n d erstan d i n g .  B u t  I 've been very p leased at the 
p rocess they've gone t h rough  and  the fact that the 
conc lus ion  they've reached is  a u n a n i mous one. I ' l l  be 
happy to g ive the detai l s  of that .  

But I t h i n k  as you k now,  when we pass a Tax Act ,  
the  specif ic  pu rposes for which it 's to be used are not 
part of the b i l l .  I ' l l  be happy to g ive that i nformat ion 
though with i n  a few days.  
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MR. CHAIRMAN: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for  
Tuxedo.  

MR. GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): M r .  Cha i rman ,  i f  the 

• 
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M i n i ster cou l d  i n d icate w h o  the  g ro u ps were who 
partici pated i n  th i s  u n a n i m o u s  d ecis i o n  or  u n a n i m­
o u s  r eco m m e n d a t i o n  t o  t h e  H o rs e  R a c i n g  
Comm iss i o n .  

My concern is  that the  word i n g  u s e d  by the  M i n ister 
of F i nance is  rather wide open and our o r i g i n a l  u nder­
stan d i n g  was that the d istr ibut ion  of the funds  that 
were generated from t h i s  add i t iona l  tax wou l d  go to 
the h o rsem e n  t h e m s e l ves, i . e .  the b reede rs a n d  
owners.  W h e n  he refers t o  deve lopment i n  t h e  i n d us­
try i t  cou l d  in fact i nvolve capita l  i n vestment and a 
variety of other faci l i t ies t h at m ay not necessar i ly  
serve to e n h a nce the breeders and  the owners who 
have a fa i r  capita l  i nvestment  i n  t h i s  p rovi nce, i n  order 
to develo p  horses themselves, both thoro u g h b red 
and standard bred for raci n g  in M a n itoba.  

I wonder i f  the M i n ister cou l d  j ust g ive some clar if i­
cat ion  so that we m i g ht feel a l i t t le m o re comfortab l e  
about i t .  

MRS. SMITH: M r. Speaker, the  g ro u ps t h a t  they've 
met with are the breeders and the h o rsemen in both 
the standard b red and the thoro u g h b red areas, as wel l 
as representatives of the  track . 

I 
·
don't  feel free to g i ve the  concl us ions  that they 

have reached but  I t h i n k  they do m atch the sp i r i t  of the 
com ment made by the mem ber opposite .  

The reaso n  I h ave conf idence in what's be i n g  
recom mended, is  that t h e  g roups  have sat down 
together and  they h ave l istened to the  needs as ident i ­
f ied by one  another  for a good a n d  heal thy t rack 
period and the concensus they've reached, shows 
that they h ave recogn ized the  needs of the respect ive 
g roups.  

As I say,  I cou l d  j u m p  the  g u n  a n d  g i ve the  i nforma­
t ion  but  we d i d  u ndertake to wait  u n t i l  we had the 
written letters f rom those g ro u ps .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourab le  M e m ber for  V i rden .  

MR. G RAHAM: Thank  you ,  M r. Cha i rman .  Wel l ,  we 
have now seen a t h i rd com ponent  t h rown i nto t h i s  
m ix. 

When the b i l l  was f i rst i nt rod uced, i t  was o n l y  the  
breeders a n d  the horsemen a n d  now the M i n i ster has  
i n d icated that the operators of the t rack are i nvolved 
in th i s  as wel l .  I t h i n k  we're gett i n g  i nto an  ent i re ly  
d i fferent, a l m ost a m is representat i o n  of what  the tax 
was meant for. 

I was u nder  the i m p ress i o n  that i t  was ent i re ly  for 
the horsemen and the  breeders.  N ow, can the M i n i ster 
conf i rm that the $948 m i l l i o n  o r  thousand or  whatever 
the amount  i s, w i l l  g o  ent i re ly  to the horsemen and the 
breeders? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. C h a i rman,  I repeat that when the 
tax b i l l  i s  p resented, the  speci f ic  p u rpose for wh ich 
the  m o n ey is  i ntended i s  n ot part of the  b i l l .  The i ntent 
of the b i l l  i s  to be an i nd ustry d eve lopment  levy.  

As I say, i f  i t  weren't for the  agreement we'd made 
with  the  groups that we'd wait  for the wr i t ten conf i r­
mat ion ,  I wou ld n't  be hesitant to tel l you .  I don' t  l i ke to 
ant ic i pate but  I t h i n k  you ' l l  be p leased, i m p ressed, 
s u rpr ised perhaps, with the deg ree of consensus and  
with the way i n  wh ich  the g roups  have  decided to use  
the i nd u stry levy m oney. I have  conf idence i n  the 

recom mendat ions they're m a k i n g .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Cont i n u i n g  wi th  Section No .  2 -
the Honou rab le  Mem ber for V i rden .  

MR. GRAHAM: Thank you ,  M r. Cha i rman .  I wou ld  
hope the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister wou ld  refer to her  
speech, or  the speech that was  made when  t h i s  was 
i nt roduced on Apr i l  8th, because I bel ieve - and I ' m  
g o i n g  by memory, b u t  perhaps I shou ld  go back a n d  
read i t  aga i n - but  I be l i eve there w a s  no  reference 
made at that t i m e  to the t rack, i t  was p u re ly  to the 
h orsemen .  I wou ld  not want to pass a b i l l  u n der  those 
p u rposes, when it was exp l a i ned t h at it was o n l y  for 
the horseme.n and now we f i n d  a t h i rd com ponent  
bei n g  brought  i nto the m ix. 

MR. C HAIRMAN: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i ster  of 
F i n a nce. 

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Cha i rman,  i f  the m e m ber  is 
referr i n g  to the i ntrod uctory remarks that I m ade, I 
stated as fo l l ows:  "As I n oted, the reven ues w i l l  be 
used i n  Horserac ing  Industry Deve lopment Programs. 
These p rog rams are des i g ned to make our i n d ustry 
com pet i t ive w i th  the i n dustry i n  other p rovi nces and 
to sti m u l ate the g rowth of a strong  l ocal horsebreed­
i n g  i n d ustry ."  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Cont i n u i n g  with  Sect ion  N o .  2 .  N o  
fu rther  com m ents? Prea m ble-pass; T i t le-pass; B i l l  
be reported-pass. 

Comm ittee r ise.  Cal l  in the S peaker.  
The Cha i rman reported u pon the Com m ittee's 

de l i berat ions to M r. S peaker.  

IN SESSION 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for F l i n  
F l o n .  
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MR. STORIE: M r. Speaker, I m ove, seconded by the 
H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for E l l i s, that the report of the 
C o m m ittee be received.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of F i nance. 

THIRD READING 

BILL N0.18 

THE PARl-MUTUEL TAX ACT 

MR. SCHROEDER (Rossmere) presented B i l l  No .  1 8, 
A n  Act to amend The Par i- M utue l  Tax Act for t h i rd 
read i n g .  

MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for V i rden .  

MR. GRAHAM: T h a n k  you ,  M r. Speaker.  I n  my con­
st i tuency a n d  i n  m y  per iod of t ime i n  th i s  House I have 
had the pr iv i lege of represent i n g  const i tuents who 
have been i nvo lved in the horse raci n g  i n d ustry and  
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several  of my const i tuents have d i st i n g u ished them­
selves t h ro u g h  the  years and h ave prov ided a very 
va luab le  contr i but ion  to the enterta i n ment of people 
in Man i toba, both in W i n n i peg and  in ru ra l  M a n itoba.  

The  raci n g  i n d u stry i s  one  that has been in the  past, 
one of good enterta i n ment  i n  the  ru ra l  ci rcu i t  espe­
c ia l ly  in the stan dard bred f ie ld .  There have been 
good crowds of peop le  that atten d  these races and  
they have  enjoyed the performance of the M a n itoba 
horses. 

One of the prob lems we have seen in the raci n g  
i n d u stry i s  the  i ntense com peti t ion  that i s  created 
from other j u r isd ict ions  in the raci n g  i n d u stry.  The 
states, the American horses because they have n ot in  
the past  had an  opport u n ity to race in  some of the 
states, have come to M an itoba but  i f  raci n g  changes 
in some of the  n o rthern  states - and t here i s  i n d i ca­
t ions  that m i g h t  be occ u r r i n g  - we m ay be i n  a posi­
t ion  where there would be a shortage of horses to 
p rov ide  the enterta i n ment  that the peop le  are accus­
tomed to enjoy i n g .  

O n e  o f  the  ways that t h i s  c a n  be overcom e  is  t o  
enco u rage the b reed i n g  o f  better race stock i n  t h e  
d eve lopment  o f  the  horse i n d ustry i n  M a n itoba a n d  
th i s  move o f  i n c reas i n g  the  par i -mutue l  tax cou ld  be 
very benef i c ia l  to that i f  a l l  of the i ncreased m oney 
was g o i n g  to the  b reeders, in part i cu la r  the  M a n itoba 
b reeders, of race h orses in th is p rov i nce .  I 'm s u re the 
standard, the q ual ity of horses wou l d  i m p rove with 
addit ional  s u p port a n d  I cong rat u l ate the govern ment 
for doing that .  

However, when i t  was ment ioned here j u st a few 
m i n utes ago by the M i n ister of Tou rism,  t here is a 
possi b i l i ty the  track m i g ht be a lso i nvolved i n  some of 
the shar i n g  of the  reven u e  from th i s  particu l a r  tax and 
I have to express m y  concern at t h i s  t ime  in  defense of  
the breed i n g  i n dustry in  Man i to ba, both  thoro u g h bred 
and standard bred.  

I say to the  M i n isters, and the  M i n ister of F i n ance i n  
part icu lar, that i n  m y  o p i n i o n  the reven u e  generated 
has probably some of the best return  that the provi nce 
cou ld  ever get in relat ionsh i p  to the money i n vested . 
So I wou l d  u rg e  the  con t i n uat ion  of suppo rt, and  th i s  
B i l l  i s  par t  of i t ,  fo r  the  rac i n g  i n d ustry to e n s u re that 
we have more M a n itoba b red horses, better q u a l ity 
M a n itoba bred horses for the enjoyment of a l l  of the 
peop le  of M a n itoba who w ish  to attend  the races and 
see some of our  f i n est q u a l ity Man i toba horses com­
pet i n g  on  the  race t racks, both in  M a n itoba a n d  i n  the 
C ity of  W i n n i peg .  

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rable M i n i ster of Eco­
nomic  Deve lopment .  

MRS. SMITH: M r. S peaker, I j u st wanted to set  the 
record c lear .  I was asked the  q uest ion earl ie r  about 
what groups were consu lted in the decis ion  about 
how the levy was to be d iv ided and that's when I l i sted 
t h e  b reeders and h o rsemen both standard and tho­
rou g h bred and  the track. I d i d n't say that those were 
the g ro u ps that were to receive a share of the m oney. 
So u n t i l  I can make the a n n o u ncement I thought i t  
i m portant that that c lar i f icat ion be made. 

QUESTION put, MOTION carried. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Act i n g  Govern ment 
H ouse Leader. 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. Speaker, wou ld  you ca l l the 
mot ion of the H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of Transportat ion  
and H i g h ways stand i n g  i n  the name of the Honour­
able M e m ber for N iakwa. 

ADJOURNED DEBATES - CROW RATES 

MR. SPEAKER: On the  p ro posed Reso l u t i o n  of the  
Honourab le  M i n i ster of G overn ment Services, stand­
i n g  in the name of the  Honourab le  M e m ber  for 
N i akwa. 

The H o n o u rable M e m ber  for N iakwa. 

MR. ABE KOVNATS (Niakwa): T h a n k  you,  M r .  
Speaker.  O n c e  agai n the  p ress h a s  fou n d  o u t  that I 'm 
g o i n g  to be spea k i n g  th is afternoon and they are here 
i n  g reat n u m bers. 

M r. Speaker, I r ise to speak o n  this Reso lu t ion  with a 
l i t t le b i t  of i ntrep i d at i o n  and  some concern .  Inas m u c h  
as I a m  an  u rban mem ber, I represent a n  u rban consti­
tuency and m y  bac k g ro u n d  rea l ly  isn't that m u ch 
about the  rura l  area and  real l y  that's the  m a i n  effect of 
th is  Reso lu t ion .  

Before I get r igh t  i nto t h e  meat of the  d i scuss ion on 
the  Reso lu t ion ,  I wou l d  j u st l i ke to br ing to the  atten­
t ion of the h o n o u rab le  mem bers the very l ast para­
g raph of the Reso l ut ion ,  i t  says: 

"TH E R E F O R E  BE IT R ESOLVED that t h i s  House 
express i ts stron g  d isapproval of the u n i l ateral and 
soc i a l l y  a n d  eco n o m i ca l l y  u n acceptab l e  proposal by 
the  federa l  g overn ment  to remove the  statutory rates 
on g ra i n . "  

I d o n ' t  rea l l y  h ave a n y  d i ff icu lty w i t h  that statement .  
N ow, I 'm go ing to get o n  to the d iscuss ion concern i n g  
my be i n g  an  u rban mem ber.  

Peo p l e  have come to m e  and  said, A be what is  the 
C row rate, and  I sa id  wel l I 'm rea l ly  a n  author i ty o n  i t  
because I h ave h appened to be on  the  C P R  and I've 
g o n e  t h r o u g h  the C rowsn est Pass so i t  makes me an 
author ity, a l m ost as m uch an  author ity as the h o n o u r­
ab le  m e m bers on the  govern ment s ide  of the  H ouse 
that h ave spoken o n  this matter. But  bas ica l ly  i t  gets 
r i g h t  down to when they ask you, w h at i s  the C row 
rate? How d oes i t  affect us? How is  i t  g o i n g  to affect 
t h e  pr ice of b read ? That's what the peo p l e  in the 
Provi nce of Man itoba, part icu lar ly  u rban mem bers 
want to  k now. They rea l l y  don't u n derstand the C row 
rate a n d  I do t ry to exp l a i n  to them w h at the  C row rate 
is .  

N o w, j ust as a l i t t le  b i t  of a lesson,  without too much  
bac k g ro u nd,  m y  u n de rsta n d i n g  of  the  C row rate i s, 
that the  ra i l road by leg is lat ion  has been advised and 
t h at t h ey m ust transport certai n  types of g ra i n  at a 
red uced rate, a n d  it 's j ust by leg i s l at ion  anf  for no  
other  reason .  How does that affect the  rai l road and 
the  farmer? Wel l, i t  affects the farmer  because any 
i n c rease in his costs lessens his p rof it, lessens the 
poss i b i l i ty  t h at he's g o i n g  to stay in b u s i n ess and at 
t h i s  t i m e  of the  eco n o m y  he's got to be  g iven every b i t  
as much he lp  as poss ib le .  

So, therefore we m u st mai nta in  t h e  benefits of the  
C row, otherwise the  farm i n g  com m u n i ty, a n d  not j ust 
i n  M a n itoba, but Saskatchewan and A l berta w i l l  run 
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i n to g reat d i ff icu lty ,  so we're rea l ly  p rotect i n g  the 
farmer and that's what we have to do wi thout  h u rt i n g  
t h e  consu mer or  the rai l road.  You've g ot t o  l o o k  a t  the 
overa l l  p ictu re. You can't  j ust make u p  your  mind on  
one aspect and say ,  a l l  r ight ,  I support th i s  resol ut ion  
b l i nd ly .  There are many aspects that h ave to be taken 
i nto cons iderat ion .  

F i rst of a l l ,  can  the ra i l  road afford to s h i p  g ra i n  a t  the  
Crow rate and  g i ve the service that we want  them to  
g ive so that the g r a i n  w i l l  get to market o n  t i me? No 
they can't ;  they need the h e l p .  The Federal  G overn­
ment m ust g ive them that he lp .  I f  the Federal Gov­
ernment  doesn't g i ve them that he lp ,  they cannot 
ma in ta in  the  rai l road.  It affects many other aspects of 
i t .  

I t  affects the e m p l oyees of the  ra i l road . I f  the  ra i l ­
road is  l os i n g  money i t  lessens t h e  opport u n ity o f  j o b  
secu rity f o r  t h e  peop le  of the  ra i l road , and  that 's a b i g  
concern to me because I 've g o t  many peop le  that 
work for the  ra i l road,  that l i ve i n  my const i tuency. 
They're not com p la i n i n g ,  but they do ment ion i t  to me. 
"Abe, you k now, we rea l l y  can't  see that the ra i l road 
can s h i p  g ra i n  at a g reater l oss every year because 
that's what i t 's beco m i n g . "  They have to be g iven 
some compensat i o n ,  and  the Federal  Govern ment  is  
the one that has to g ive that com pensation .  

I ' m  very very u n happy wi th  the att i tude of the New 
Democrat ic  Party i nasm u c h  as the i r  fee l i n g  towards 
the  C row, n ot that they s u p po rt ma i ntai n i ng the  bene­
fits of the C row, that's a l l  r ig ht ,  I accept that ,  but  the 
manner  in  wh ich they go about  i n  a po l i t ica l  m a n ner, 
tryi n g  to get across to the  farmer, p lay i n g  wi th  the 
i m portant aspect of su pport i n g  the farmer and us ing i t  
as a po l i t i ca l  p loy,  u nder  the g u ise of defeat i n g  a 
Federal  Government ,  w h i c h  u nder the  g u i se of an 
i ncreased gaso l i n e  tax, the  N ew Democratic Party 
defeated that Prog ressive Conservat ive Govern ment 
t h at was, in  a l l  i ntents and p u r poses, go ing to m a i n ­
ta i n the  benefits of the  C row.  The New Democratic 
Party w i thout  t h i n k i n g  ahead at a l l ,  j ust for the  sake of 
defeat i n g  the govern ment ,  s u p ported the L i berals a n d  
out  they went .  

Now,  we're stuck with  the  L i beral G overn ment  and 
here's the  New Democrat ic Party on one hand say i n g ,  
defeat the  govern ment that's g o i n g  to g ive us  t h e  
C row a n d  s u p port the government  that is  n ot g o i n g  t o  
ma i ntai n the  Crow a n d  that 's what they've done .  

I h ave a few q u est ions  to ask and  a few answers I 
need to be g iven to me.  I t 's  q u ite an emot iona l  issue 
t h i s  C row. I t  affects the fu ture of the farmers in  the 
Prov i nce of M a n itoba a n d  I can tel l who are the  
farmers - the ones wi th  the  d i rt o n  the i r  boots a n d  it 's 
good clean d i rt - so I wou l d  accept that the h o n o u r­
ab le  member  and  I keep forgett i n g  - The Pas, F l i n  
F l o n  - it 's q u ite an emot iona l  issue a n d  I t h i n k  that 
we've got to look at it rather  than on an emot iona l  
issue we've got  to look at  i t ,  the facts the f ig u res and 
take i n  the whole  picture. 

We ca n 't keep b l a m i n g  the  prev ious ad m i n istrat i o n ;  
we can' t  k e e p  b lam i n g  the  C P R  ra i l road f o r  a l l  the  
t h i ngs that happened i n  the  past, i t ' s  over  and  done  
w i th .  Can  we keep  b l a m i n g  the  peop le  that we had  
- ( I nterject i o n ) - you ' l l  have  to speak u p  because 
rea l l y  I have a l i tt l e  t ro u b l e  hear i n g  and act u a l l y  
I d o n ' t  want  to hear  b u t  I h a v e  t ro u b l e  hear i n g  
anyway - ( I nterject i o n ) -
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Some of the q uestions that have to be answered are, 
who's g o i n g  to pay for the transportat i o n  of g ra i n ?  I 
g u ess there's n o  other q uest ion that cou l d  be so 
i m po rtant .  Who's g o i n g  to pay for the transportat ion?  
I 'm  a consu mer.  A m  I g o i n g  to pay  for  i t?  M aybe I 
s h o u l d  pay for it a l i tt l e  b i t .  I t h i n k  the  ra i l raod h as to 
take the i r  chances and be g iven some su bsidy .  They 
shou ld  be transport i n g  the grain and not at a loss.  

T h ey shou ldn ' t  be g o i n g  i nto the  b u s i n ess and 
transport i t  as a l oss because I hear of a l l  the benefits 
the ra i l road has got,  the land and al l  the  d i fferent 
bus inesses that they've gone i nto. But  rea l l y ,  s h o u l d  
we be h o l d i n g  t h a t  aga i nst the transportat ion  system 
of the ra i l  road? I say no, there's no  reaso n  to be d o i n g  
SO.  

S h o u l d  we be b l a m i n g  the peop le  that we fou g ht in 
the  l ast war? We' re fr iends with  them now,  i t 's  over 
and done with.  I t h i n k  the  benefits that they received 
are l o n g  gone and we have to look on the bas is  of 
what's happen i n g  today. Let's not cr it ic ize the ra i l ­
roads for the t h i n g s  t h a t  happened i n  the past. 

I t h i n k  I 've got to g o  back a few years - part icu l ar ly 
the  C P R  - I t h i n k  that there's a b i t  of a conf l i ct con­
cern i n g  the  C P R  i n as m uch as a few years back my 
mother was tel l i n g  me that my g randfather  h e l ped 
b u i l d  the CPR ra i l  road hotel here in the C ity of W in­
n i peg ,  The  Royal A lexander Hotel - i t ' s  gone now -
but  j ust as a pass i n g  remark so there's a long ways 
back with the CPR .  

The t h i ngs that  have happened i n  the  past h ave 
been corrected somewhat.  We've learned to l i ve w i th  
i t  but  we do h ave that bas ic  dec is ion  that we have to  
make r i g h t  now and  o u r  dec is ion i n  M a n i toba and 
Saskatchewan i sn 't g o i n g  to be that  i m portant .  We' re 
g o i n g  to tel l the Federal Government  how we feel 
-and the Reso lu t ion  isn ' t  that bad - we're go i n g  to 
tel l  them how we fee l in the P rovince of M a n itoba, how 
we feel as farmers, how we feel as con s u mers, how we 
feel about  the sol idar i ty of the east and the west 
because it's deve loped i nto a f ight  between t h e  east 
and .  the west because of the advantages that t hey 
have over in Eastern Canada.  These are a l l  the t h i ngs 
that h ave to be cons idered.  

The  e m p loyees of the CPR rai l  road have to be con­
s idered;  the farmers have to be cons idered ;  the con­
s u m e r  a n d  a l l  of the  peop le  in the Provi nce of M a n i ­
toba.  Rather t h a n  make i t  i nto a po l i t ical p l oy, let 's a l l  
w o r k  together  i n  t h i s  regard l i ke the  M i n ister had 
s u g g ested ; he's certa i n ly going to have m y  s u p po rt i n  
work i n g  together for the benefits o f  the Provi nce of 
M a n itoba,  part icu lar ly the farmer in the Provi nce of 
M a n itoba,  but, I ' m  not g o i n g  to turn agai nst the rai l­
road,  the e m p l oyees of the ra i l  road .  You can't  do  that; 
you've got to take i t  al l i nto cons iderat i o n .  The Federal 
G overn ment has to be encouraged to s u p po rt the 
ra i l road in  s u bs i d i z i n g  the s h i p p i n g  of g ra i n so t h at 
the  benef its of the  C row can be m a i nta i ned .  T h a n k  
y o u  very m uch,  M r. S peaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Member  for R iver 
East.  

MR. PHIL EYLER (River East): T h a n k  y o u ,  M r . 
S peaker ,  i t ' s  u rb a n  d ay today ,  t h e  M e m be r  for  
T h o m pson says. L i ke the M e m ber  for N i akwa, I too ,  
am an  u rban M LA and th i s  is  not s i m p ly  a ru ra l  issue,  i t  
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is an economic issue of vital i m portance to everyone 
in Man itoba. So, I would l i ke to take this opportunity 
to add a few words of support to th is  side for this 
resolut ion.  

Mr .  Speaker, we're al l  aware that the Federal Gov­
ernment has proposed the removal of the C row rate, 
that special freight rate for grains which has appl ied in  
western Canada s ince 1 897. But what we don ' t  real ly  
know is why. The Federal Govern ment has g iven us a 
few reasons and we've al l  heard the statistics. By 1 990 
it is expected that coal wil l  increase in freight  traffic by 
278 percent; potash wi l l  be up 1 50 percent; su lphur  
wi l l  be u p  25 percent. M r. Pepin  te l ls  us that the rail-

- roads are going to have to expand and upgrade their  
faci l i t ies t h roughout the west. That's true,  I have no 
quarrel with that.  I f  there is  an expenditure of $ 1 3  
bi l l ion req u i red over the next eight years t o  u pgrade 
rail faci l it ies, let them invest it .  My problem is why do 
you ask the farmers of Manitoba to pay for this? 

Last year i n  1 980. CPR had internal ly generated 
investment capital of $2.3 b i l l ion .  Over the next eight 
years, that's certain ly enough to pay for a l l  of the 
i nvestment which is requ i red to u pgrade the rail faci l i ­
t ies through the Rocky Mountains.  That's where a l l  of  
this is going.  Four percent of that i nvestment wi l l  be in 
Man itoba. Almost al l  of it wi l l  be i n  the Rockies. in  
Alberta and B rit ish Col umbia. So,  why are the farmers 
of Man itoba asked to pay for that i nvestment? 

F u rthermore, for the Member  for M orris, a lot of the 
federal posit ion is based o n  du bious studies. Mr .  
Snavely, a h igh ly paid Washington consu ltant was 
brought  in to do a theoretical study of the costs of the 
rai lways and h is  theories just didn't  coincide with 
real ity. Mr.  Speaker, the Snavely Report est imated 
costs for CN-CP for 1 980 and that estimate was $ 1 .3 
b i l l ion h igher than the actual costs reported by the 
railways i n  1 980; $ 1 .3 bi l l ion of fictit ious costs invented 
by Mr. Snavely. Furthermore, Mr. Snavely said that 
the CN would lose $724 mi l l ion  in 1 980 and the audi­
tors said there was a profit  of $250 m i l l ion .  M r. Snave­
ley said that CP would lose $ 1 94 mi l l ion and the 
annual  report for CP reports that there was $277 mi l­
l ion profit. Mr .  Speaker, the Member  for Morris says 
it's a long way from $ 1 3  bi l l ion ,  but those are the 
profits, those are not the capital reinvestements. 

M r. Speaker, what will happen if M r. Pepin gets h is  
way? The va lue of  agr icultural  products i n  Manitoba 
wil l  drop by $61 mi l l ion ;  net farm income wil l  decl ine 
by $40 m i l l ion ;  the secondary im pact on the economy 
wi l l  result  in  a further loss of $62 mi l l ion and the net 
result for Manitoba wi l l  be a l oss of 2,200 j obs. Now, 
Mr.  Speaker, the Members of the Opposit ion work so 
hard to get 600 jobs for AI can, certainly we should be 
work ing t h ree or four t i mes as hard to save 2,200. 

Mr .  Speaker, exact ly what is  the C row rate and 
where did it come from? This is somet h i ng that's been 
dealt with i n  a certain su perficial  way and no one here 
has ever considered Manitoba's role in  this. We've 
always had a role in freight rates in Man itoba. M r. 
Speaker, the C row rate was a transfer of publ ic money 
and lands i n  return for lower grain rates to the east. I 
won't belabour the point that the CPR got $25 mi l l ion 
in  subsid ies and 25 m i l l ion acres of land to help them 
bui ld the rai lway. The fact is, the C row rate was an 
agreement between the government and the CPR.  I n  
fact, M r. Speaker, i t  wasn't even a favourable ag ree-

ment at the t ime it was signed. People al l  over the 
prairies complai ned that the government got a bad 
deal. This is what Frank Ol iver, an Al berta M LA, had to 
say in  the House of Commons. The company g ives 
s l ight red uctions in  certain freight rates. g reater than 
which would have been secu red from less money in  
other ways, and gets a further and more complete 
assurance of monopoly throughout the great Cana­
dian west. 

M r. Speaker, throughout M anitoba there was an 
uproar about th is .  I t  was too h i g h ;  freig ht rates were 
sti l l  too h i g h  and there was a party at that t ime which 
took some act ion and that party was the Conservative 
Party of Manitoba. I n  1 900, the Conservatives were 
elected to rule in  this province and the first th ing they 
did was pass a resolut ion in this House asking  for the 
complete and more effectual control of rates, the right 
of acquisition of such l i nes of railway by the province 
on equ itable terms based on the cost of construct ion ,  
and that the province shal l  have the fi rst option to 
purchase these railways. 
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M r .  Speaker, in  1 900 the Conservative Party was o n  
record a s  favou ring the nationalization o f  railways if 
freight  rates were out of l i ne. Where are they today? 
Do they still favour this position from 1 900 or have 
they abandoned it? M r. Speaker, these weren't j ust 
brave words. The Manitoba Government acted. I n  
1 901 , they leased for 999 years t h e  Nort hern Pacific 
Rai lway l i nes in  Manitoba and turned that lease over 
to the Canadian Northern Rai lway. They assisted the 
Canadian Northern Rai lway i n  bui lding another l ine 
from W i n n i peg to the Lakehead and i n  return for this 
assistance, M r. Speaker, Manitoba got a 30-percent 
reduction in  the C row rate from W i n nipeg to the 
Lakehead; a 30-percent reduction because the C row 
rate was too h igh when it was signed. So, Mr. Speaker, 
I would encourage the members on the opposite side 
to continue in  the progressive tradition of thei r fore­
bears and support us in this measure to keep the C row 
rate where it is. 

Between 1 901  and 1 9 1 8, the farmers of Man itoba 
and everyone to the west of us enjoyed these favoura­
ble rates. In 1 9 1 8, rising costs and The War Measures 
Act brought an end to the Crow rate. But, by 1 922 
world prices were fal l ing ,  freight rates were rising and 
the government dropped the provisions of The War 
Measu res Act and the C row rate was reinstituted. It 
was made statutory i n  the 1 920s and this is the rate, 
Mr. Speaker, the rate of the 1 920s which we wish to 
keep, not the rate of 1 897 which was arti f icial ly h igh in  
terms of  the p u rchasing power at  that t ime ,  but the 
rate of the 1 920s which was the actual market costs 
for this sort of transportat ion.  

M r. Speaker, sett ing freight rates has always been a 
compl icated and difficult  procedure. The Member for 
Morris is an agricu ltu ral econom ist and I'm sure he 
can appreciate this point .  When you're bui lding a 
rai lway you have to look at the cost of construction ;  it 
obviously costs more to bui ld a railway in the Rockies 
than it does on the prai rie; it costs more to bui ld  it  
t h rough the m uskeg than it  does on the prairies, and 
or iginal ly the freight rates were h i g her i n  the Rockies 
than they were on the prai ries. So, there are differen­
tial problems to consider. Mr. Speaker, another factor 
is  competition that other carriers may offer. Trucks 
for instance, offer a g reat deal of competit ion these 
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days and ra i lways have had to lower the i r  tar iffs i n  
order t o  com pete with t ru c k i n g .  Mr .  S peaker,  t h e  den­
sity of traff ic is  a factor. I t  obv ious ly  is  cheaper to run  a 
u n i t  tra i n  on a m a i n  l i n e  than a few boxcars on a 
branch l i ne .  

F i n a l ly ,  Mr .  Speaker ,  the  a b i l ity to pay has a lways 
been a major factor in sett i n g  fre ight  rates; the a b i l ity 
to pay is the key issue in the C row rate debate. M r. 
Speaker,  the farmers of M a n itoba can't  afford i t .  M r. 
Speaker,  the prov i nc ia l  economy can not afford i t .  
That's obv ious .  Here we a re strugg l i n g  to ma i ntai n 
status quo  and the  Federal G overn ment is th reaten i n g  
t o  br i n g  a decl i ne o f  2 ,200 j o b s  and a n et l oss i n  g ross 
prov i n c i a l  product .  We can 't afford that ,  we have to 
keep the C row rate to h e l p  p reserve the farm economy 
of M a n itoba and to keep the prov i n c i a l  economy of  
Man itoba healthy.  

Mr .  Speaker,  the a b i l i ty-to-pay has another  aspect 
wh ich  I wou ld  l i ke to g o  i nto .  The who le  rai lway net­
work of Western Canada has been geared towards 
one objective and that i s  the export of natu ral resou rce 
p roducts from t h i s  country .  I f you look at the resou rce 
p rod u cers in t h i s  cou nt ry ,  a n d  aga i n  I w o u l d  d raw the 
att�nt ion  of the  M e m be r  for  M o rr is  to t h i s, there are 
two sets of prod ucers - t here are the  pr ice  g i vers and  
the pr ice takers.  M r. S peaker ,  a pr ice taker  has no  
market power i n  the world .  The g ra i n  g rowers are 
pr ice takers;  they m ay work t h ro u g h  the  Wheat Board 
but  the Wheat Board can not i nf l uence the  pr ice t hat 
they get for the i r wheat m ore than a coup le  of percent .  
They may even-out the f l u ctuat ions and  benefit  the 
farmer i n  t hat way, but  t here i s  n o  m arket power.  
Therefore, i f  the pr ice of g ra i n  rates r ises, that i s  a 
deduct ion from the farmer's i ncome, n ot an i n c rease 
in world p rice.  

In contrast there i s  another set of resource p rod uc­
ers and  these are the pr ice setters of the  world ;  the  
potash produ cers, the coal  p rod u cers.  the s u l p h u r  
prod u cers - s u l p h u r  i s  a by- p ro d u ct of o i l  a n d  g a s  a n d  
w e  k now t h e i r  pr ice sett i n g .  M r. Speaker,  these peop le  
h ave the  a b i l ity i n  the  wor ld  m a rket to set  pr ices and ,  
by sett i n g  p ri ces, i f  there i s  a n  i n c rease i n  fre igh t  rates 
they pass that a l o n g  to the wor ld  m arket;  they don 't 
deduct it from the i r  i ncome.  Therefore, M r. S peaker ,  
there is  a p r i n c i p l e  of c ross-s u bs i d izat ion  w h i c h  i s  
essent ia l  i n  th i s  arg u ment  a n d  that i s  that the pr ice 
setters s u bs i d ize the  pr ice takers in  the  rai l  fre i g h t  
struct u re of th is  cou ntry. T h i s  has g o t  to be related t o  
the cost o f  construct ion of the  C P R  thro u g h  the Rock­
ies.  There i s  no  reason why the  pr ice takers, the g ra i n  
g rowers, s h o u l d  subs id ize the  construct ion o f  t h e  
CPR l i nes t h ro u g h  t h e  Rock ies.  A t  the  same t ime ,  
when the resou rce producers of coa l ,  espec ia l ly ,  
which is  the CPR in  many cases,  are not i nvest i n g  i n  i t .  
M r. S peaker,  we have to keep the C row in M a n itoba in  
order to keep a healthy economy. 

I wou ld  i nv i te some of the  m e m bers opposite to 
stand  up and say where they stan d  on the C row issue .  
I 've thought  about i t  a g reat deal  a n d  I can see there 
probably are t h ree prob lems here .  E i ther, one ,  they 
are cont i n u i n g  i n  the  footsteps of the i r  rad ica l  p rede­
cessors who wanted to n at iona l ize the ra i lway and  
they are em barrassed that t h e i r  pos i t ion  i s  too  far to  
the l eft of o u rs .  After a l l ,  i t  was  o n l y  last week that the  
M e m ber for A rt h u r  got u p  a n d  asked why we d i d n 't 
want to nat iona l ize the ra i lways. Was that h i s  posi-

t ion?  I 'd l i ke to hear h i m  stand u p  and ta l k  about that.  
Or perhaps, M r. S peaker, they su pport the Federal 
G overn ment ,  perhaps they support the el i m i nat i o n  of 
the C row. A re they in bed with P ierre Trudeau? I 
wou ld  l i ke to k n ow that and I ' m  s u re that t h e i r  constit­
uents wou l d  l i ke  to  k n ow that .  A re the Conservat ives 
and the L i berals in ag reement  on the C row? That 
wou ld  be very i nterest i n g  i ndeed to the  farmers of 
Western Canada. 

O r  the t h i rd a l ternat ive, M r. Speaker, perhaps they 
s u p port us ,  perhaps they s u p port us .  And here they're 
o n  the horns of a d i lem ma, M r. Speaker, because a l l  
t h r o u g h  the  e lect ion i t  was "me too ism ."  W e  i nt ro­
d u ced a denta l  p lan, they i ntrod uced a dental  p l a n ;  we 
have m o rt g a g e  ass is tance ,  they  h ave m o rt g a g e  
assistance; we su pport kee p i n g  the C row, t h e y  sup­
port keepi n g  the  C row. It m akes them look foo l i s h  and 
u n i n n ovati ve, M r. Speaker.  They can ' t  come out  and  
su pport us  now,  i t  wou l d  be another  case  of "me 
too ism ."  

So ,  M r .  Speaker ,  what do  they th ink ;  do  they h ave 
any v i ews at a l l ?  I wou l d  encourage them to stan d  u p  
and  make the i r v iews k nown t o  the i r  const i tuents .  The 
peop le  of Man itoba h ave a r ight to k n ow what, i f  any­
t h i n g ,  they t h i n k .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Mem ber f o r  Portage 
la  Pra i r ie .  

MR. HYDE: M r. Speaker ,  I m ove, seconded by the  
M e m ber  for M o rr is  that debate be adj o u rned .  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourab le  Govern ment H ouse 
Leader. 
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MR. DESJARDINS: M r. S peaker, I ' d  l i ke to m ove, 
seconded by the H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Tour ism and 
Econ o m i c  Deve lopment  that  M r. Speaker do  now 
l eave the  C h a i r  and the  House resol ve i tse lf  i n to  a 
C o m m ittee to cons ider  of the Supp ly  to be g ranted to 
Her  M aj esty. 

MOTION presented and carried and t h e  H o u se 
reso lved itself  i nto a Comm ittee to cons ider  of the 
S u p ply  to be g ranted to Her  M ajesty with  the  H o n o u r­
ab le  M e m ber  for F l i n  F lon  i n  the Cha i r  for the Depart­
ment  of Heal th ; a n d  the H o n o u rab le  Member  for The 
Pas in  the  Chair  for the  Department of Eco n o m i c  
Deve lopment  and Tou rism.  

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY - ECONOMIC DEVELOPME NT 

AND TOURISM 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Harry Harapiak (The Pas): We' l l  
ca l l  t h e  C o m m i ttee t o  order.  Economic  Deve lopment  
and Tou r ism .  We're on  2 . ( c) ( 1 )  Salar ies. 

The M e m ber  for St .  N orbert. 

MR. MERCIER: M r. Cha i rman ,  on this su bject S m a l l  
Bus i n ess Enterpr ise, I 've been i nformed that t h e  M i n­
ister of H i g hways and  Transportat ion  has w ritten to 
smal l  bus inesses t h ro u ghout the prov i nce o n  h i s  l et-
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terhead as M i n i ster of H i g hways and Transportat i o n  
i nv i t i ng  s m a l l  bus inesses to part ici pate i n  an  I nven­
tory and Computer Sem i n ar, I take i t ,  in  order to 
attem pt to prov ide  some management advice to s m a l l  
bus i ness on  how to control  the i r  i nventory wh ich is  
obv ious ly  a ! a u d i b l e  obj ect ive in  these and perhaps 
any  other t i mes. I 'm wonder i n g  why the Department  
of H i g hways a n d  Transportat ion  u n der  the  letterhead 
of the  M i n ister,  i s  i nv i t i n g  s m a l l  bus iness to part ic i­
pate  in  t h at p r o g ra m  and n ot t h i s  M i n i ster ' s  
Department? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourab le  M i n ister. 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson, the Enterpr ise M a n i ­
t o b a  h a s  o n e  sector that is  ca l led the  Transportat i o n  
a n d  D istr i but ion  Sector and that is  bei n g  ad m i n is­
tered under the Department of H i g hways and Trans­
portat i o n .  So, I g u ess they con n ect the  d istr i but ion  
wi th  i nventory i n g  and market i n g .  I suppose tech n i ­
cal l y  y o u  cou l d  s a y  i t  i s  an  overlap .  

MR. MERCIER: I don ' t  th ink  I got that exp lanat i o n ,  
M r .  C h a i r m a n .  C o u l d  the  M i n i ster ru n through t h at 
agai n ?  

MRS. SMITH: There is  a sect ion  u nder  the  E nterpr ise 
M a n itoba S u b s i d i ary A g reement w i th  the Federal  
G overn ment  that has to do  with  d istr i but ion  of goods 
that is  rel ated to Transportat ion  a n d  that part i s  be i n g  
ad m i n istered u n der  t h e  Department  o f  H i g h ways a n d  
Transportat ion .  

MR. MERCIER: Mr .  Chai rman, as I u nder th is  sem i nar,  
i t 's  not w i th  respect to d istr i but ion ,  i t 's w i th  respect to 
control  of i nventor ies through the  use of com p u te rs, 
n ot d istr i but ion  of goods. 

MRS. SMITH: This physical d istr i but ion  i ncl u d es 
i nventory management .  I g uess s i nce these act iv i t ies 
a re - how s h o u l d  I say - con nected , the  fact that i t 's  
bei ng done u n der  one  department  rather than another 
isn 't  a concern to m e  so m uch as the  fact that a good 
program is tak i n g  p l ace. I n ventory management  has 
some connect ion  with your physical d istri but ion p lans .  
H ow m uch you choose to order .  How m uch you have 
on  hand and the  speed with  wh ich you d istr i bute.  

I suppose you cou l d  stretch a point i f  you were 
def i n i n g  i t .  I s  i t  m o re management and  therefore s m a l l  
b u s i n ess i n  o u r  sector or  is  i t  more related to t ranspor­
tat i o n ?  I n  t h i s  case the program has g rown out  of t h at 
department  and I ,  for one, am q u ite happy to see that 
type of i n i t iat ive .  

MR. MERCIER: As I sa id ,  Mr .  C h a i rman,  I 'm n ot d i s­
p u t i n g  the object i ves of the p rog ram, I ' m  j u st wonder­
i ng about the respons ib i l i ty. I s  that a recent  transfer of 
responsi  b i  I i ty? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Cha i rperson ,  that part of the 
E n terpr ise Man itoba Program was transferred about a 
year ago.  

MR. MERCIER: Thank you.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: (c) ( 1 )  Salar ies .  

The Mem ber for Sturgeon C reek.  

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. Cha i rman,  the pu rpose of th i s  
department is  for  cou nsel i n g  of s m a l l  b u s i n ess a n d  i n  
prev ious  years there's been  creat ion of  jobs and j o bs 
saved . Have the i n q u i ries for the department i ncreased 
w i t h  the p resent economic  con d it ion  that p reva i l s  i n  
M a n itoba? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson,  the i n q u i ries are 
i ncreas i n g  but chan g i n g  somewhat in focus as m o re 
peo p l e  are l o o k i n g  at how to s u rv ive rather  than  how 
to expand and I t h i n k  that's a ref lect ion  of t h e  m acro­
eco n o m ic cond i t ions  that we f i n d  o u rselves i n .  We 
have, as a department ,  j ust developed an outreach 
program as we l l  to try to make m o re read i l y  avai lab le  
to s m a l l  bus i ness peop le  who may f i n d  t hemselves 
trapped in the cu rrent economic  hardshi ps, to enab le  
them to g et cou nsel i n g  before t h ey ' re at  a cr is is  state. 
We have yet to see how effect ive  that can be but we 
feel it's a program that shou ld  be tr ied.  

MR. JOHNSTON: As I ment ioned, the d epartment  
used to report o n  the  n u m ber  of jobs they fe lt  that t hey 
had saved d u ri n g  a year and  I i mag i n e  t h ey saved 
j o bs .  I t 's peop le  who are t ry i n g  to s u rv ive .  The out­
reach that the M i n ister i s  spea k i n g  of, when  a com­
pany goes i nto bankru ptcy o r  receivers h i p  as we've 
heard of with V ictor ia  Leather over the past weekend, 
there are a l ot of peop le  or b u s i n esses that can g o  out 
with them o r  go down wi th  them because of  the fact 
that they don 't pay some of t h e i r  s u p p l i ers, or they're 
not able to pay some of the i r  s u p p l iers.  
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As a m atter of fact I was speak i n g  to a gent leman  
the o ther  day  who rea l l y  had to q u iet ly fo ld  u p  h i s  
b u s i n ess and  wa lk  away f r o m  i t  because h e  h a d  had 
th ree bankru ptcies wh ich meant that he wou ld  not  be 
paid his m oney. Is there g o i n g  to be an effort m ade 
when we learn of rece ivers h i ps such as V ictor ia, is  
there a way that you can learn who they m ay owe 
money to and in some way start to move towards 
ass i st i n g  those bus i nesses t h at m ay go down with a 
com pany such as V ictor ia? I ' d  l i ke to say here that 
V ictor ia  has not gone  down yet a n d  I be l i eve  the work 
that's bei n g  done by everybody that 's t ryi n g  to keep i t  
g o i n g  is  except iona l l y  ad m i ra b l e  and I s i ncerely h ope 
they make it. But i f  they don 't they cou l d  be a s i tuat ion 
of q u ite a few people be i n g  taken a long with them.  I s  
there a poss ib le  way that the department  cou l d  start 
i m med iate ly  to fo l low up o n  some of those s i tuat ions 
and  maybe be ab le  to g ive  m a n agement  adv ice a head 
of t i m e  wh ich hasn't  been poss i b l e  before. T h e  M i n is­
ter has sa id it 's very hard to k n o w  who is g o i n g  to be i n  
t ro u b le .  C o u l d  t h i s  b e  a way of t h e m  f i nd i ng o u t  so 
that they m i g ht head some of it off? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, M r. Cha i rperson ,  the p rog ram I 
was j ust out l i n i n g  that we i n i t i ated j ust l ast week 
cal l ed B u s i n ess A lert i s  our effort to reach out a head 
of t i m e  a n d  try to catch bus i n esses w h i l e  they are 
beg i n n i n g  to encounter f inanc ia l  d i ff icu lty a n d  see if  
by t i me ly  consu ltat ion, ass istance with  m a n ag e ment 
and f i n a nci n g ,  we can perhaps save a few. The n ext 
stage, of cou rse, is when a receivers h i p  i s  actua l ly  
occu rr i n g  and  we have to wal k the  t i g htrope between 
respect i n g  the conf ident ia l i ty of t h at p rocess and 
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be i n g  of h e l p  i f  a n d  how we can .  We re l y  on o u r  
consu ltants i n  the f i e l d  t o  be c lose to the i r  part icu lar  
i n d u st ry sectors. Very often because they're wel l ­
known i n  the i r i nd ustr ial  sector,  they are a trusted 
advisor and consu ltant d u r i n g  a receivers h i p  process. 
O u r  concern d u r i n g  a receivers h i p ,  of cou rse,  i s  
i n i t i a l l y  to see i f  there's any a lternat ive struct u r i n g  or  
refi n a nci n g  that's poss i b l e  so t hat the com pany can 
be rev ived.  Second to that ,  o u r  concern has to be for 
the credi tors and the e m p loyees. 

We've structu red i nto o u r  B u s i n ess A lert Program a 
com ponent that w i l l  m eet w i th  the e m p loyees aga i n 
wherever poss i b l e  pr io r  to a cr is is ,  but  certa i n ly i n  the  
event of a cr is is ,  to g ive them whatever i ns i g h t  i nto the 
p rob lem we can and  to ass ist  them in  co-operat ion  
with a representative f rom the  Department  of Labour  
a n d  Manpower,  some assistance i n  go ing  about  deal­
ing w i th  U ne m p loyment  I ns u ra nce, socia l  assistance 
i f  n ecessary a n d  a j o b  search so that they can f i n d  
a l ternate e m p l oyment  i f  a t  a l l  poss i b le .  We st i l l  recog­
n ize that these are sti l l  in  the  rea l m  of remed ia l-type 
act iv i t ies.  We feel that g i ve n  the current economic  
cr i s i s ,  the deepe n i n g  depress i o n ,  that for the t i m e  
being that's probably the best we c a n  m u ster but  w e  
a r e  cast ing  about consu l t i n g ,  b ra i n stor m i n g ,  t ry i n g  t o  
f i n d  j ust what i s  w i th i n  t h e  rea l m  of poss i b i l i ty o f  a 
Prov i ncia l  Government  to do somet h i n g  more con­
struct ive and certa i n l y  our longer-term economic  pol­
icies are des i g ned to try and m i n i m ize t h i s  k i n d  of 
v u l nerabi l ity in the fu ture. But those are the i mp rove­
ments we can expect from that k i n d  of po l icy are n ot 
g o i n g  to appear i m med iately .  

I d o  have a b i t  of i nformat ion  that was req u ested 
earl ier .  O u r  enq u i ry rate i s  up 1 0  percent over last year 
in th is  smal l bus iness sector.  

MR. JOHNSTON: Is  th is the  sect ion  that we cou l d  
a s k  the n u m be r  o f  e n q u i r ies ,  the n u m ber  o f  actua l  
app l icat ions  and the  n u m ber  of approvals of the 
I nterest Re l ief Prog ram for smal l  bus iness? 

MRS. SMITH: I g u ess you ' re free to ask that q u est ion 
anyt i m e  you l i ke .  I 'm cert a i n l y  happy to answer i t  i n  
th is  sect ion .  

MR. JOHNSTON: Wel l ,  I wou l d  ask the  q uest i o n .  I 
had waited. I thought  that probably S m a l l  E nterprise 
Deve lopment  wou l d  be a log ical p lace. I cou l d n ' t  
real l y  p in  it  down anywhere e lse. I f  the M i n ister has 
that i n format ion I wou ld  l i k e  to have i t .  

MRS. SMITH: Yes, as of A p r i l  1 6t h ,  we've had a total  
of 839 enq u i ries:  99 app l icat ions  have been received;  
14 reco m mendations  com p l eted. Of these, 7 have 
been rejected and 78 are pen d i n g  and  6 are u n dergo­
ing fu rther  bus iness cou nsel l i n g .  

MR. JOHNSTON: M aybe I c a n  j ust see i f  I have i t - 839 
e n q u i r ies,  99 app l icat ions ,  1 4  approvals? 

MRS. SMITH: Reco m m e ndat ions com pl eted. 

MR. JOHNSTON: 14 reco m mendat ions com p l eted , 
and  of the 1 4, what has happen i n g ?  Seven ?  

MRS. SMITH: I am t o l d  t h at 7 h ave been rejected a n d  

6 are gett i n g  o n g o i n g  cou n se l l i ng b u t  offici a l  appro­
val is de layed u nt i l  we actua l ly  h ave the prog ram 
legal ly in p l ace and h ave off ic ia l  rat i f icat i o n  of the 
board . I t 's  a tech n ical s i tuat ion that we f i nd  o u rselves 
in with no  p rojects approved . 

MR. JOHNSTON: Yes, I t h i n k  I h ave it correct. The 
M i n i ster said 14 recommended and  of the 1 4, 7 h ave 
been tu rned down and 6 are for fu rther cou nsel l i ng .  

MRS. SMITH: I t h i n k  w e  have t o  d i vvy u p  t h e  9 9  o f  the 
app l icat ions recei ved and that's w here we have 1 4  
recom mendat ions com p l eted . 

MR. JOHNSTON: O kay - 1 4  out  of 99; so we have 85 
left, and of the 85, 7 h ave been rejected and 6 . . . 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, they're u ndergo i n g  fu rther  coun­
sel l i n g  and a d ec is ion  has to wa i t ;  the program bei n g  
lega l ly  i n  p lace. 

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. Cha i rman ,  the 1 4  that h ave 
been reco m m e nded a re g o i n g  through when  the 
tech n ical it ies the  M i n ister i s  speak i n g  of are solved.  Is  
that i t? 

MRS. SMITH: T h e  14 i nc ludes the  reject ions of 7 ,  and 
the  other 7 we can ass u m e  there i s  n o  deci s i o n  o n  as  
yet ,  but  6 of the  o nes we have are g o i n g  t h ro u g h  
o n g o i n g  cou nsel l i n g .  

MR. JOHNSTON: So it 's o n l y  6 that have been 
approved? 

MRS. SMITH: Wel l ,  tech n ical l y  we don 't have any 
approved because the leg is lat ion  i sn 't officia l .  So ,  I 
s u ppose you cou l d  i nfer but  some are rece i v i n g  
f u rther  cou n se l i n g  so I s u ppose that means that 
there's st i l l  e ither u ncerta i nty ot there are other t h i ngs 
that are be i n g  looked at  and  a f i na l  d eci s i o n  hasn ' t  
been made.  

MR. JOHNSTON: So,  out of the 99 of the actua l  
app l icat ions ,  we rea l l y  haven't  got any approvals as 
yet because the  1 4  that were reco m mended,  7 have 
b e e n  t u rn e d  d o w n  a n d  6 a re h a v i n g  f u rt h e r  
consu ltat ion .  

MRS. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  i t ' s  because there is  
t h e  l egal  tech n ical i ty, the  board i s  not off ic ia l ly  
em powered u n t i l  the leg is lat ion passes. I wou l d  rem i n d  
t h e  h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  that one  o f  t h e  va lues o f  th i s  
part icu lar  p rogram can be n ot j ust i n  the m o n ies pa id  
out  to those w h o  q u a l i fy but i n  the consu ltat ion  ser­
v ice that can be offered the app l icants by v i rtue  of 
them g o i n g  th rough  th i s  process. Many can probably 
be enabled to carry on  with j u st some addit ional  h e l p  
e i t h e r  i n  deal i n g  wi th  the  current p rob lem or  perhaps 
by bei n g  referred to a service where they can get 
further  i nformat ion  or management ski l l .  
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MR. MERCIER: The M i n ister referred to leg is lat ion .  
What leg is lat ion i s  she tal k i n g  about? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  we'rEl_ j ust in the p ro­
cess of com p l et i n g  the OC. The board w i l l  in fact be 
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not i f ied .  It h as been named and  the f i rst m eet ing  w i l l  
be he ld next week .  

MR. MERCIER: I s  the M i n ister say i n g  that the reason 
that's ho ld i ng up the p rog ram at the p resent t ime i s  for 
the Cabi net to pass reg u l at ions? 

MRS. SMITH: Mr .  Cha i rperson ,  i t 's  for the Cab i net to 
com plete the OC for the board . 

MR. MERCIER: When does the M i n i ster expect that 
w i l l  happen? 

MRS. SMITH: The next Cabi net meet ing .  

MR. MERCIER: T h e  p roced u re t h e n  i s  that t h e  
departmenta l  reco m m e ndat ions  w i l l  g o  to the board 
that has been appoi nted? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  yes and then that 
board reco m mends to the M i n i ster. 

MR. MERCIER: Does that board have the power to 
- ( I nterject ion )-

MRS. SMITH: No,  pardon  me,  there's a delegat ion of  
f ina l  authority to that board. 

MR. MERCIER: Does that board h ave the power to 
reject a reco m mendat ion  of the ad m i n i strat ion  or 
b u ry a reco m mendat ion?  

MRS. SMITH: Mr .  C h a i rperson ,  they  can  open u p  any 
app l icat ion  and also they can hear appeals of anyone 
who feel s  that they n eed a secon d  chance. 

MR. MERCIER: I take i t that sort of i nformation w i l l  be 
i n  the Order- i n-Cou nci l and the regu l at ions  that a re to 
be passed? 

MRS. SMITH: I have the reg u l at ions i n  front of m e  i f  
you'd l ike to hear them.  

MR. MERCIER: Perhaps we cou l d  h ave a copy.  These 
are regu lat ions not yet passed by Cab i net? 

MRS. S MITH: Yes, I have the date here. It was passed 
as an OC on the 1 4th of Apr i l  so I ' m  one week out o n  it .  
That means the reg u l at ions are p u b l ic and I w i l l  d is­
tri b ute cop ies or read them to you as you p refer. 

MR. MERCIER: Is the M i n ister now say i n g  the reg u la­
t ions  were passed on the 1 4t h  of A p r i l  and the Board 
wi l l  n ot m eet u n t i l  next week? 

MRS. SMITH: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rperson ,  the fu nct ion  of 
th i s  Board is to deal in batches with  the app l icat ions 
as they've been dealt  w i th  by the staff and  it  seems 
only reasonab le  to a l low a certa i n per iod of t ime to go 
by so that there's a considerable afternoon's work ,  i f  
you l i ke,  to rev iew the staff reco m mendat ions .  

MR. MERCIER: M r. C h a i rman ,  I would l i ke the M i n is­
ter, w i thout  reveal i n g  the names of the app l icants and 
I certa i n l y  don't  want any confi dent ia l  i nformat ion  
re l eased , but  T would  l i ke. to k now the reasons why the 

seven that have al ready been rejected,  the reasons 
why those appl icat ions  were rejected . 

MRS. SMITH: Wel l ,  M r. C h a i rperson ,  there is an aste­
risk by the p rojects rejected sayi ng  that there are no 
formal  approvals and reject ions .  Now the explanat ion  
g i ven  here is ,  before the p rogram is  lega l ly  i n  p l ace, 
wel l  that has occu rred . The second q u a l i f icat ion  i s  
that there b e  Board rat i f icat ion  a n d  u nt i l  the  Board 
meets,  that f ina l  tech n ica l i ty has not been com p l eted . 

MR. MERCIER: The M i n i ster is say i n g  that there's n o  
formal  reject i o n  yet because the Board hasn't  dea l t  
w i th  the app l icat ion ,  but  the ad m i n i strat ion  is  recom­
mend ing  reject ion i n  seven cases? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, Mr .  Cha i rperson ,  but there is an 
appeal p roced u re i f  the app l icants w ish  to p u rsue  it .  

MR. MERCIER: Wel l ,  Mr.  Cha i rman ,  in order that we 
cou l d  get a perhaps more thorough  u n derstand i n g  of 
the program and its effect on s m a l l  bus iness, cou l d  
t h e  M i n i ster i n d icate why the  ad m i n istrat i o n  i s  
reco m men d i n g  reject ion  i n  those seven i n stances? 

MRS. SMITH: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rperso n ,  I 'd be happy to 
take that u nder  advisement and report o n  i t  at the n ext 
Sess i o n .  I t 's very ear ly i n  the p rog ram to have a mean­
i n g f u l  ana lys is  of t h e  pattern that's com i n g  in ,  but  i f  
the  mem bers opposite wou ld  l i ke that ,  rea l l y  it  w o u l d  
be m o re mean i n g f u l  to w a i t  t i l l  t h e  Board h a s  had its 
f i rst meet i n g  and have m e  report through the norma l  
p roced u res i n  the H ouse. 

MR. MERCIER: M r. Cha i rman ,  I can 't accept that 
answer.  T h i s  i s  cons ideration  of the Est imates. T h i s  
i tem m ay be passed today or  tomorrow. We h a v e  a 
s i tuat ion i n  w h ich the  M i n ister has said that there h ave 
been seven dec is ions m ade by the ad m i n i strat ion  
reco m me n d i n g  reject ion .  I n  order  to get an u n d er­
sta n d i n g  of th i s  program and have an opportu n ity to 
d i scuss i t ,  I wou ld  l i ke to k n ow the reasons why i n  
those seven i n stances t h e  ad m i n istrat ion is  recom­
m e n d i n g  reject ion .  
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MRS. SMITH: Wel l , M r .  Cha i rperson ,  the Est i mates 
conta i n  the basic program and  th is  is a new program 
that's sort of gone t h ro u g h  th i s  Sess ion .  So w i th  i ts  
off ic ia l  b i rt h ,  i f  you l i ke ,  be i n g  somewhere between 
last Wed nesday and the f i rst meet i n g  of the Board 
next Wednesday, it 's premat u re rea l l y  for me to g ive 
too m uch i n format ion about  i t .  As we've said in the 
H ouse we've des i g n ed the criteria as carefu l l y  as we 
can from the i nformat ion ava i lab le  about the nature 
and sca le  of f i nancia l  d i st ress that bus i nesses were 
encou nter i n g ,  a n u m ber  of bus inesses of the s ize we 
were look i n g  at and  we've des ig ned it as best we can 
wi th  ava i l ab le  data recog n i z i n g  that the data is not 
com p lete that t here are not in p lace, Mr. C h a i rperson ,  
the  data co l l ect i o n  d i rect i ves for that to be ava i l ab le  
and  t h at m akes i t  a m o re co m p l ex task to des i g n  a 
prog ram. We've u ndertaken to review the criter ia  as 
the p rogram m oves a long ,  and if we feel they' re too 
stri ngent or  i neffect ive, they don 't m atch the need that 
we' re d i scoveri n g ,  we' l l  rev iew them . So far, the ana l­
ys is  by the  work group has been that some of the 
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app l icants do not f it the cr iter ia as they were l a id  out .  

MR. MERCIER: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I have to rem i n d  the 
M i n ister that at the end of n ext week h e r  govern ment  
wi l l  have been in  p lace for some f ive m o nths ,  that they 
made i m portant p ro m i ses to n ot on ly  homeowners 
and  farmers,  but  to bus inesses i n  M a n i toba to prov ide 
an I nterest Rate Re l ief Program to e n s u re that  s m a l l  
b u s i n ess stays i n  b u s i n ess.  Perhaps the M i n i ster 
doesn't real ize i t ,  but  the economic  c l i mate in th is  
provi nce at th i s  particu lar  t i m e  certa i n ly is  the most 
depress i n g  and d i scou rag i n g  that I 've ever seen in my 
l i fet i me .  If the M i n ister is g o i n g  to wa i t  m uch longer  I 
don' t  k now who's g o i n g  to be l eft to p ick u p  the 
p ieces . 

Now,  she has a prog ram a n d  she sa id  that of the  99 
app l icat ions ,  the ad m i n istrat ion  is reco m m e n d i n g  7 
be rejected .  I wou ld  l i ke to k n ow i n  order to u nder­
stan d  t h i s  program and i n  order  that s m a l l  b u s i n ess i n  
t h i s  prov ince can h ave some u n d ersta n d i n g  o f  t h i s  
prog ra m ,  why the ad m i n i strat ion  is  reco m m e n d i n g  
that the  7 app l icat ions  be rejected.  I ' m  n o t  t ry i n g  to b e  
d i fficu l t  o n  t h e  ad m i n istrat ion .  Perhaps i t  i s  the  q u a l i­
ficat ions  that have been set out  i n  the  progra m .  But  it 's 
extremely i m portant ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  that s m a l l  bus i ­
ness h ave some u n dersta n d i n g  of  what rel i ef i s  ava i l ­
ab le  to them because these are very, very d ifficu l t  
t i m es.  

MRS. SMITH: Mr. Cha i rperson ,  the cr i ter ia are spel led 
out  clear ly i n  the pam p h lets.  Anyone w h o  has had any 
exper ience with these adm itted ly com p l ex operat ions  
k n ows that  somet i mes app l icants a re not perfect ly  
c lear  as to whether  they q u a l i fy o r  n ot ,  but  they do 
have  a r igh t  to app ly .  There was  n o  leg is lat ion p ro­
v ided by the prev ious  govern ment  to en act such a 
progra m ;  t h i s  req u i red the  p l a n n i n g ,  the ana lys is ,  to 
g o  i nto i t .  We cou l d n ' t  lega l ly  l au nch i t  u n t i l  the f i rst 
Sess i o n  was in p lace and we had to amend The S m a l l  
L o a n s  Act i n  o r d e r  to h a v e  authority to make m o n ies 
avai lab le .  Now,  these tech n ica l i t ies are frustrat i n g  but 
they are n ecessary hoops we have to go t h ro u g h  i n  
o u r  system o f  govern ment .  

I s i ncere ly wish that the  p rev i o u s  government ,  that 
seems to be so very co ncerned about  the  eco n o m ic 
downturn and the d i st ress be i n g  encountered by 
i ncreas i n g  n u m bers of s m a l l  b u s i n esses had ,  i r. deed , 
put  t h e i r  t h i n k i n g  caps on a g reat dea l  ear l ie r  a n d  had 
done some of the g rou n dwork for us .  Perhaps then we 
wou ld n ' t  have fou n d  o u rselves wi th  such a back l o g  of 
data col l ect ion  and program desig n  to carry out. We 
can cont i n u e  to d isag ree as to whether we are g o i n g  
to g e t  the pr ize f o r  the w i n ner  o f  the race or o n l y  get 
the seco n d  p l ace in terms of speed. We were con­
cerned to get the t h i n g  in as q u ick ly  as was reason­
ab le  but  we wanted as we l l  thoug ht-out  a program as 
we cou ld  h ave. Tt:Je h o n o u rab le  m e m bers k now that 
the p roced u res of govern ment  are not q u ick a n d  easy 
and we've worked on  th is  as effect ive ly as we've been 
able to. 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Cha i rman ,  I cou l d  very eas i l y  get 
i nto a l o n g  arg u ment with the M i n ister on  her com­
m ents about the prev ious ad m i n istrat i o n ,  but  I 'm 
i nterested in  th i s  progra m .  S h e  sa id  there are 1 4  
reco m m e n dat ions  o n  the 99 app l icat ions  that have 

been made,  and  the board i s  meet i n g  next week. Can 
she i n d icate how many recommendations w i l l  be 
before the board when they meet next week? 

MRS. SMITH: M r .  Cha i rperso n ,  I ' m  n ot a seer .  The 
group we have put  together  is work i n g  f u l l -out  and 
they expect to have about 20 that w i l l  be com p l ete and 
ready for that board .  But  I com m i t  myse l f  to kee p i n g  
the  h o n o u rab le  mem bers u p-to-date wi th  the  p ro­
g ress of the  program and I 'd be m o re than happy to 
report as the p rogram p roceeds g i v i n g  an u pdate on  
w h at's be i n g  fou n d  and  what m o n ies are be i n g  pa id  
out .  

MR. MERCIER: Wi l l  the board be meet i n g  o n  a reg u­
la r  bas is  after their  f i rst meet i n g  n ext week? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  we've set i t  u p  
expect i n g  week l y  meet i ngs .  

MR. MERCIER: Can the M i n ister i n d icate how l o n g  i t  
w i l l  take to p rocess the ba lance of the  app l icat i o n s  
that h ave been made? 
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MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  I can't g i ve specif ics 
on that .  We've ass i g ned seven staff to work on the  
p rog ram,  su bject to rev iew,  to see  whether that 's 
overstaffed or  understaffed.  They're deal i n g  with the 
new p rogra m  a n d  I k now are work i n g  conscien­
t ious ly .  When new p rog rams com e  in ,  the usual  patt­
ern i s  for the t h i n g  to move fai rly  s lowly at f i rst as 
peop le  get used to the criter ia and get used to p ro­
cess i n g  the app l icat ions .  Programs usua l ly  h ave t h e i r  
heaviest take-out i n  the i r  m i d d l e  l i fe ,  a s  i t  were, a n d  
tend to taper o f f  towards the  end of the i r  l i fe .  I t h i n k  
that's a usua l  pattern for prog rams.  

MR. MERCIER: M r. Cha i rman ,  in  v iew of the  fact that 
t here are some 839 e nq u i r ies as the M i n i ster i nd i ­
cated , o n ly 9 9  app l icat ions have been m a d e ,  7 appar­
ent ly  have reco m mendat ions to be rejected , appar­
ent ly  none  have been approved ; i n  the l i g h t  of those 
facts is  the M i n ister now cons ider i n g  cha n g i n g  the 
requ i rements or  the qua l if icat ions for assistance u nder 
the  program so that somebody,  h opefu l l y ,  wi l l  get 
some ass istance? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  I rea l l y  t h i n k  it 's pre­
mat u re to change .  The t h i n g  is  bei n g  watched closely 
by us but  u n t i l  we get a cons iderabl e  sam p l e  in  to deal  
with ,  I t h i n k  i t 's q u ite prematu re to make s i g n if icant 
changes. I want to emphasize to the h o n o u rab le  
m e m ber that one  of the i m portant act iv i t ies that i s  
g o i n g  on  as these a p p l icat ions  are be ing  p rocessed is  
that each staff person is act i n g  by way of consu ltant to  
an  app l icant ,  so that as they go through the i r  a p p l ica­
t ion  it's not bei n g  t reated s i m p ly as a req uest for q u ick 
m oney, i t 's be i n g  t reated as an  opport u n ity for  the 
bus i nessperson to h ave the benefit of a s k i l led consu l ­
tant  i n  look i n g  a t  the i r  s i tuat ion and i t  may  be that the 
m ost s i g n if icant part of the program is  not go ing to 
show u p  i n  the  stats of m o n ey pa id  out ;  i n  fact , there 
m ay be the  k i n d  of adv ice g iven to s m a l l  bus i n ess 
peop le  that enab les them to cope q u ite n ice ly wi th  a 
few mod i ficat ions  i n  the i r  management approach , i n  
the i r  f i nancia l  record-keep ing ,  i n  the i r  f i nanci n g ,  i n  



• - -

Wednesday, 21April,1982 

the i r market i n g  p lan  or whatever. I t h i n k  that may turn  
out  to be the ch i ef v i rtue of the pro g ram.  As I say, I 
t h i n k  it 's q u ite premat u re to try to eva l u ate the cr iter ia 
or  p rogram or reco m mend alterat ions in i t  at th is po int  
i n  t ime .  

MR. MERCIER: M r. Cha i rman ,  the M i n ister seems to  
th ink  i t ' s  premature even though no  m o n ey h as yet 
been pa id  out. How long  does she i ntend to m o n itor 
the p rogram before cons ider i n g  a change i n  the 
qua l i f icat ions? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  at the f i rst meet i n g  
on  Wed n esday,  next week ,  we' l l  have a n  i n i t i a l  i m por­
tant b i t  of feed back. I t 's go ing  to take us about s ix 
weeks to catch u p  with our cu rrent back log and we' l l  
b e  t h e n  i n  a better pos i t ion to k now the rate o f  app l ica­
t ions com i n g  in and to make adjustments accord i n g ly .  

MR. MERCIER: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I 've been l isten i n g  to 
the M i n ister and I have serious dou bts w hether  she 
wants to prov ide any assistance at a l l  i nto t h i s  p ro­
g ram, f i nancia l  assistance. 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperso n ,  you 're ent i t led to 
your o p i n i o n .  I happen to d isag ree with you. I don 't 
k now why we wou ld  h ave gone through a l l  the  com­
mot ion  of putt i n g  together  a program and ass i g n i ng 
funds  to i t .  We are not s peak i n g  with forked tongue .  
We w ish  to assist but we don 't want to p ro mise or  
overextend ou rselves beyon d  what o u r  capacity i s .  
That's why we took a wh i le  to des i g n  the  p rogram 
caref u l l y  and  to target i t  to the people we felt  we cou l d  
assist, a n d  t o  target t h e  scale  o f  t h e  assistance wit h i n  
o u r  means.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber for Sturgeon C reek.  

MR. JOHNSTON: Did I u nderstand the M i n i ster to 
say that the  f ina l  decis i o n  w i l l  be the  board's and the 
f ina l  approval i s  not the  M i n i ster's s i g n at u re ,  it 's the 
board's s i g n at u re? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson, I ,  as M i n i ster, h ave 
de legated that respons i b i l i ty to the board 

MR. JOHNSTON: And the  board w i l l  make the  deci­
s i o n  as to whether they receive any assistance or  not 
i s  the  same board that w i l l  hear the appeals? 

MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  they w i l l  hear the 
appeal  i f  the staff have rejected them.  

MR. JOHNSTON: A n d  there's no  appeal i f  the  board 
rejects them? 

MRS. SMITH: They can res u b m i t  an  app l icat ion  i f  
they  w ish  and I suppose there's a lways the open-door 
po l icy in  o u r  office i f  someone fee ls  they've been 
u n fa i rly  treated,  but I expect the criter ia  have been 
caref u l l y  spel led out and that the consu ltants w i l l  be 
tak i n g  t ime  to ensure that peop l e, i f  they are tu rned 
down, u n derstan d  on  what basis i t  i s .  You k n ow ,  we 
co u l d  sit back and say because a program l i ke t h i s  is 
d i ff icu l t ,  that we shou l d n 't do i t  at a l l .  Now, we've 
chosen the other path ;  we've desig ned i t  the best way 

we can and we're g o i n g  to learn as we g o  a l o n g  i f  we 
enco u n ter snags.  We've b u i l t  i nto it everyt h i n g  we can 
to make  i t  fa i r, as fair and eff ic ient and acco u ntab le as 
poss i b le ,  and i f  we f i n d  there a re f laws we w i l l  move to 
remove them . 

MR. JOHNSTON: I f  my memory serves me correct ly ,  
the a p p roval  of funds i n  the Leg is lat u re was $9 m i l l i on  
for the  t h ree p rograms th is  year. I 'm  not s u re I ' m  bei ng 
accu rate; I cou l d  look i t  u p  i n  my f i les .  How m uch of  
the  $9 m i l l i on  has been appropr iated to th i s  progra m ?  

MRS. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson, t h i s  program i s  
somewhat m o re cost l y  than  the o t h e r  t w o  so i t ' s  i n  the  
n e i g h borhood of $6 m i l l i o n .  The overa l l  p rogra m  i s  in  
t he $23 m i l l i o n  to $28 m i l l i o n  range a n d  i t 's  expected 
to extend over two years. The reason for the s m a l l  
b u s i n ess com ponent  hav i n g  a s l i g ht ly  h i g her cost i s  
because the  ad m i n i strat ion  o f  i t  req u i res that more 
factors have to be taken i nto accou n t  than  w i th  a 
h o m eowner  or a farmer .  That's one reason for the  
s l i g ht ly  u n even ,  i f  you l i ke, a l locat ion . 

MR. JOHNSTON: Yes, the M i n i ster says $23 m i l l i o n  
o v e r  t w o  years and  i f  you b reak d o w n  the  $ 2 3  m i l l io n  
y o u ' re l oo k i n g  a t  $ 1 1 .5 m i l l i o n  i n  t h i s  f iscal year a n d  
you ' re say i n g  that $6 m i l l ion  of that $ 1 1 m i l l i o n  i s  
go i n g  to th i s  prog ram .  

MRS. SMITH: M r. C h a i rperson ,  t h e  p rogram i s  a l i tt l e  
l ate i n  t h e  year start i n g .  I guess i t  depends whether 
you're look i n g  Apr i l  to March, or  Janua ry to Dece m ber. 
It i s  a s pecia l  p rog ra m ;  we've made a com m itment  to i t  
and i f  i t  req u i res m o re funds  we' l l  d o  i t  by a S pecia l  
Warrant .  

MR. JOHNSTON: The enq u i r ies, I 'm su re, started to 
com e  in as soon as the program was a n n o u nced , I 
be l i eve the f i rst part of J a n uary or before the  H ouse 
opened I bel ieve, and  the app l icat ions ,  I t h i n k, were 
p laced on  our desks approxi m ately two weeks ago .  
You ' re say i n g  the  99 app l icat ions have com e  i n  d u r i n g  
the  past two weeks. 
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MRS. SMITH: M r. Cha i rperson ,  rega rd i n g  the  f ig u res 
for the n u m ber of app l icat ions ,  some peop le  j u m ped 
ahead of there be ing  actua l  app l icat ion  forms to f i l l  
o u t  a n d  wrote i n  a story o f  the i r  s i tuat ion,  i f  you l i ke, 
not k n ow i n g  what the criter ia were, and that's why 
there's a certa i n amount  of d i fference i n  the n u m bers 
between the ones that actua l ly  qua l i fy and when the 
act u a l  cr i ter ia  of the prog ram were def i ned .  But  as I 
sa i d ,  every one of the people  who a p p l i ed or made a 
specia l  req u est to the department w i l l  receive a con­
s u l t i n g  vis it  from one of our  consu ltants,  and as I say, 
t h at m ay be the iceberg part of the program t h at i s  
rea l l y  go ing  t o  e n a b l e  a l o t  o f  f i rms to t a k e  p reventa­
t ive act ion ,  wh ich is  rea l ly  the most des i rab le  resu lt .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hour is  4:30.  We are i nterrupt­
i n g  p roceed i ngs for Pr ivate Mem bers' H o u r. 

C o m m ittee r ise.  

SUPPLY - H EAL TH 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): Ca l l  the 
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C o m m ittee to order .  Cont i n u i n g  wi th  the Health Esti­
mates, Page 74, I bel ieve there was an  accord that we 
wou ld  not cont i n u e  with (h) Dental Services u nt i l 
another t i m e, i n stead , cont i n u e  with Item No .  4. Men­
tal  Health Services, Reso lu t ion  No .  77 ,  particu lar ly 
4. (a) ( 1 )  Sa laries.  

The Honourable Mem ber for Fort G arry. 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Cha i rman .  speak i n g  to Reso lu­
t ion  No .  77 ,  4 . (a )  genera l ly .  A p p ropr iat ions (a)  and  
( b ) ,  Ad m i n i strat ion  and Forensic Services appear to  
be a new sect ion  i n  the pr i n t  p resentat i o n .  Last year 
there was j ust Forensic Services cited in the pr in t  
layout i n  the  Est i m ates book.  

I k n ow t h at under the restruct u r i n g  of the Depart­
ment  of Hea l th  i t  has been organ ized in th ree d iv­
is ions ,  A d m i n istrative Services, Com m u n ity Heal th  
Services and  Menta l  Health Services with  an Assistant 
Deputy M i n i ster in charge of each d iv i s ion .  So I rec­
og n ize that is the reason for the new l ayout i n  the pr in t  
p resentat i o n ,  h owever, i f  you check wi th  l ast year's 
Reso l u t i o n ,  the 1 98 1 -82 Est i m ates showed the appro­
pr iat i o n  for Forensic Services at $576,000 - some of 
that may have been u nderspent but the total was 
$576,000.00. Now the new 1 982-83 layout show the 
new sect ions ,  4 . ( a )  and  4 . (b )  com b i ned total l i n g  
$ 1 , 1 30,000 f o r  M a rch 3 1 st,  1 982 - $444,300 i n  Fore­
n s ic; $69 1 , 800 in Ad m i n i st rat ion  - and  the projected 
appropr iat i o n  for the com i n g  year, in the req u est for 
the  f i scal year e n d i n g  M arch 3 1 , 1 983,  for those two 
sect ions  is  approxi mately $ 1 .25  m i l l io n  - $479,500 for 
Forens ic and $735, 1 00 for Ad m i n i strat ion .  

So I 'd ask the  M i n i ster i f  h e  can  j ust check w i t h  h i s  
off ic ia ls  - I see  the  Deputy M i n ister is  here - a n d  j ust 
satisfy the C o m mittee, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  that th i s  doesn't  
represent a maj o r  ad m i n istrative or  b u reaucrat ic 
expans ion  of any k i nd .  I would ass u m e  t h at m ost of  
the  i tems l i sted u nder  Adm i n istrat ion  were accou nted 
for u nder  d i fferent head i n g s  and u nder  d i fferent l i st­
i ngs i n  l ast year's Est i m ates but you can' t  compare the 
pr in t  p resentat ion  from l ast year to the pr in t  presenta­
t ion  for th i s  year, so I h ave no p roof of that .  

What we're l oo k i n g  at here.  at the  beg i n n i n g  of o u r  
exa m i nat ion o f  M e n t a l  Health Services, i s  a req u est 
for $ 1 , 250,000 - approxi m ately $ 1 .25  m i l l i o n .  The 
com par ison for l ast year  was s i m p ly  the  req uest for  
$576,000.00. 

C o u l d  the M i n ister j ust exp l a i n  what has taken 
p lace wi th  respect to restructur i ng  and  with  respect to 
apport i o n ed appropriat ions for ad m i n i strat ive d ut ies 
that has res u l ted i n  t h i s  new presentat ion?  I pres u me,  
as I say, that a n u m ber of a ppropr iat ions  a n d  b u dge­
tary i tems have s i m ply  been transferred out  of other 
parts of the  department and now i ncorporated i nto 
the Menta l  Heal th  Services D iv i s ion  i ncl u d i n g  its 
ad m i n i strat ion  com ponent ,  but cou l d  he  exp l a i n  that 
p lease? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes, M r. C h a i r m a n ,  it 's a l i tt le  d i f­
f icu l t  to g i ve these answers. A pparent ly ,  the format 
has been changed .  I t h i n k  t hat the  best bet and  if th i s  
is  n ot satisfactory, I 'm s u re the m e m ber  w i l l  ask m o re 
q u estions .  

I wou l d  l i ke to g i ve you the  com par ison for what  we 
have now and t ry to exl a i n  what is  bei n g  done at t h i s  
t i me.  but  I can't rea l l y  poi nt  out  and  say wel l t h i s  is  

where i t  was l ast year. 
The f i rst one, the A d m i n istrat ion ,  that provides for 

the o perat ion  of the Off ice of the C h ief Prov i nc ia l  
Psych iatr ist .  Now from the same compar ison ,  I don ' t  
say on  the  same i tem,  but the  same compar ison l ast 
year was seven staff m a n  years a n d  it's the same now.  
There's n o  change at  a l l .  The seven of those cons ist of  
the C h ief  Prov i nc ia l  Psych iatr ist and I 've  a l ready 
expl a i ned that we h aven't f i l led that pos i t ion .  that 
we're l o ok i ng w i th  keen i nterest; ad m i n istrat ive 
assistant and two secretaries. 

Also paid from this appropr iat ion ,  there's one staff 
mem ber, formerly wi th  the W i n n i peg Psych iatr ic 
Inst itute,  but now seconded to the Health Science 
Centre ,  a n d  two staff l ocated at Eden Menta l  Hea l th  
Centre .  I t h i n k  that was ment ioned yesterday by m y  
h o n o u rab le  fr ien d .  The latter th ree p rev ious ly  ap­
peared in the appropr iat ion  for forens ic services. So 
that m ight  g ive my fr iend some i nformat i o n .  Now that 
is the f i rst wi th  the Salaries. 

Other Expe n d i t u res, either I g i ve t h i s  now o r  wait  -
wel l it m i g ht he lp ,  we can go back, we're not pass i n g  i t  
- O t h e r  Expe n d i t u res t h e n ,  we ' re as k i n g  f o r  
$69,000.00. The  com par ison f o r  the  s a m e  t h i n g  l ast 
year was $55, 1 00.00. 

Now the genera l  operat ion  cost of the office, that 
was $25,400; the g rants to the Man itoba Mental  H ealth 
Foundat ion ,  but  th is g rant is  not for ad m i n i strat ion  
cost. It's for fund ing  certa i n  p rojects selected by the 
fou ndat ion  a n d  that i s  $ 1 5 , 000; and then the  Eden 
Menta l  Hea l th  Centre ,  expense may occu r for the  two 
staff mem bers who are c iv i l  servants, it 's to h e l p  t h e i r  
expense, that's $3,800; and the  M e n t a l  Health Review 
Board and  I' m s u re that m y  h o n o u rab le  fr iend w i l l  
remem ber. N o w  w e  h ave t h e  same concern a s  m y  
h o n o u rab le  fr iend .  We're l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  s i tuat i o n .  
Wel l ,  I' l l  c o m e  back t o  that. I k now we're t ry i n g  t o  sort 
somet h i n g  out  and we' re look i n g  at the rev iew to see i f  
we cou l d  phase i t  i n  somewhere.  

Now that would be for two under A d m i n i st rat i o n ,  
a n d  then  there's p rofess iona l  trai n i n g .  I' l l  j ust s a y  at 
t h i s  t i me,  the p rov i nc ia l  trai n i ng last year the a m o u nt 
was $339,900 or close to $340,000 and now it 's 
$41 9,  1 00, and l ater on  we' l l  get back,  I' m s u re to that 
and I' l l  g i ve the  i nformat ion .  

Now o n  forens ic, I t h i n k  forensic was the other one 
that my h o n o u rab le  fr iend used? Forens ic then was a 
total of - excuse me,  before I leave th is  - A d m i n is­
trat ion  was then a total of $69 1 , 800, what I've covered 
a l re a d y ,  t h e  s a m e  staff m a n  years .  N o w  i t ' s  
$735, 1 00 .00. N ow u n der forens ic, i t  was n i n e  staff 
man years, the com parison l ast year, now we're ask­
ing for one more so there wou l d  be an  i ncrease of one .  
The  sa lary was $358,400, now $385,000.00. So I wou Id  
i ma g i n e  that's the n o rmal  i ncrement and  also that 
added staff man year. 
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The Other Expe n d i t u res were $85,900 and  that now 
i s  $94,500 and the  Other Expend i tu res are the non­
sa lary cost of operat i n g  forens ic services. The d i ffer­
e nce of $8,600 represents a pr ice i ncrease of 1 0  per­
cent.  So I d i d n ' t  do the calcu lat ion of the two together ,  
but  th i s  one ,  th is  l ast forens ic service was $444,300 
g o i n g  to $479, 500 and we cou l d  e laborate a l i t t le 
m o re .  The A d m i n istrat ion  was $691 ,800 g o i n g  to 
$735, 1 00; l ast year seven staff man years; forens ic, 9 
and  1 O for $ 1 6, 000 aga i nst $ 1 7 , 000, an i ncrease of one 
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if we take the two of them together and that's i n  
forensic. 

MR. SHERMAN: Thank  you, M r. Cha i rman ,  I appre­
ciate that explanat ion from the M i n ister. It answers 
the q u esti o n s  that were i n  my m i n d  I bel i eve. Those 
q uest ions  arose out of the d i fferent desig n  of the  
layout o f  the p resentat ion  of  the Est imates wh ich 
real l y  resu l t  from the reorgan izat ion  of the depart­
ment and  the  rest ruct u r i n g  of it, but i t  j u st wasn't  
apparent on  the  com par ison of pr int  to pr int  whether 
there were expans ions  at the ad m i n istrat ion  level t hat 
were not accou nted for. The M i n i ster's exp lanat i o n  
satisf ies m e  on  that poi nt .  

A n u m ber of services that a ppeared elsewhere i n  
prev ious  years' Est i m ates h ave s i m p l y  been rea l l o­
cated to t h i s  sect i o n  of th i s  year's Est i m ates. So we're 
look i n g  at a total of approxi mate ly  a $1 00,000 i ncrease 
to appropr iat ion for the com posite services here t h at 
we're tal k i n g  about .  Th is  year's req u est as agai nst l ast 
year's is  approxi m ately $1 00,000 g reater. I see t h at ,  
M r. C h a i r m a n ,  and  appreciate clear i n g  that point  up 
for the record.  

M r. Cha i rman ,  u nder 4 . (a ) , I 'd l i ke to exp lore for  a 
moment  w i th  the M i n ister the office and pos i t ion of 
C h ief Prov i nc ia l  Psych i atr ist .  Who is operat i n g  a n d  
funct ion i n g  as C h i ef Prov i ncia l  Psych iatr ist at the  
p resent t i me? 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  at  the p resent ,  Dr .  
Tavener had that  pos i t ion  of course and the pos i t ion  
has  been  vacan t  s i n ce J u ne ,  1 98 1 ,  but  there had been  
an agreement w i th  the former M i n ister that  we con­
t i n u e  for a w h i le ,  but  he was on  sess iona l ,  or  so m uch 
a day, or  whatever.  Now,  D r. Varsam i s  is  act i n g  o n  a 
part-t ime  basis to take over th i s  respons i b i l i ty and  t h i s  
is  what I ment ioned earl ier  that w e  want to recru i t ,  
we're look i n g  a t  the whole  s i tuat ion  w i th ,  as I ment i ­
oned yesterday, with Dr .  Prosen and other  g ro u ps .  We 
have  some peop le  that ,  for  some reason o r  other ,  
seem to l ack i nterest a whi le ago and  now I u n der­
stan d  they m i g ht be more i nterested and then  of 
cou rse we' re look ing  to see i f  there's anybody e lse 
that m ig ht app ly  and o nce we've received t h i s  study 
by D r. Prosen ,  I t h i n k  we' l l  be i n  a better pos i t ion  
because Dr .  Prosen w o u l d  a lso - and h i s  team I 
shou id  say, he's n ot a lone - I ca l l  it the  P rosen 
because I d o n 't know al l  the  mem bers. I k now that Dr .  
Kovacs i s  one  of them and I t h i n k  that Dr .  Varsam i s  i s  
a l s o .  I t h i n k  they wou l d  w a n t  to look a t  the s i t u a t i o n  to 
see i f  we cou l d  work someth i n g  out  wi th  u n i vers ity 
a lso and then a lso with  the Heal th  Science Centre 
who has that centre there and they're not too happy .  
The same th ing that my h o n o u rab le  fr iend ment ioned 
about the  C h i l d ren 's  Hosp ita l , I 've had the same k i n d  
o f  com p la in t  over there s o  we're t ry ing  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  
s i tuat i o n .  I t  m i g h t  b e  that we' l l  work someth i n g  
together that o n e  good man that cou l d  work f o r  the 
p rov i nce also anq m aybe with the  u n i versity. So,  we're 
wai t i n g  for these recom mendat ions ,  but  i n  the mean­
t ime we're very happy that Dr .  Varsamis  was ab le to 
take i t  on part-t i me to help us out .  

MR. SHERMAN: I s  the M i n i ster's office a n d  the 
C o m m ittee rece iv i n g  app l icat ions,  or  s u b m iss ions ,  o r  
reco m mendat ions f o r  a permanent appoi ntee as C h ief 

Prov i ncia l  Psych iatr ist? 

MR. DESJARDINS: We had a search com m ittee; i n  
fact , t h e  former M i n i ster I bel ieve h a d  a search com­
m ittee. I t h i n k  that they've advert i sed in d i fferent 
revi ews and i t  wasn't too encou rag i n g  the response 
that they had .  The search com m ittee reco m mended 
one person who d i d  not see fit to accept i t  and  there's 
others that have app l ied .  We felt that we s h o u l d  re­
advertise, and as I say, d u r i n g  that t ime  there was a 
change of government  and th is  d iscuss ion  that I 
related to that we've had with Dr .  P rosen and  that's the 
stage we're at now.  We' re go ing to re-advert ise and  
look  at i t ,  and  I hope that we m i g ht be a b l e  to br ing  
somet h i n g  i n  to encou rage peop le  to com e  i n  w i th  a 
better package that we can offer. I hope so anyway. 

MR. SHERMAN: Is D r. Varsam i s  f i n d i n g  i t  poss i b l e  to 
devote the necessary t ime  that both he wou l d  des i re 
and the  M i n ister and  the department  wou ld  desi re i n  
f u lf i l l i n g  the  C h ief Prov i ncia l  Psych i atr ist's r o l e  on  an 
act i n g  bas is? 

MR. DESJARDINS: I m i g ht say that ,  i f  m y  memory 
serves me r ight ,  I t h i n k  that Dr .  Varsamis  was the one 
t hat was reco m mended by the search com m ittee at 
the t i m e  and u nfortunately cou l dn't  accept i t .  With the 
staff that h e  has,  he  has ag reed to do  th is  u n t i l  the end 
of Apr i l  a n d  after that i t  i s  o u r  i ntent ion  to d es i g n ate 
Dr. Kovacs as act i n g  u n t i l  we try to recru i t  and  decide.  

MR. SHERMAN: I s  D r. Roy Tavener assoc iated with 
the department i n  a n  off ic ia l  way any longer or  is  he 
fu l ly  ret i red? 

MR. DESJARDINS: As far as the depart ment ,  he's 
f u l l y  ret i red but I t h i n k  he's busy o n  a Menta l  Health 
Rev i ew Board . 
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MR. SHERMAN: I s  the com m ittee that i s  bei n g  headed 
at t h e  p resent t i m e  by Dr. P rosen l o o k i n g  at the s ite 
an d  l ocat ion  and des i g n  of the p roposed Centra l  Psy­
ch iatr ic Services fac i l ity on the Health Sc iences Cen­
tre campus? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes ,  very m uch so;  t h at's cer­
ta i n ly one of the t h i n gs they are add ress i n g  and  I hope 
they ' l l  make recom mendat ions .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4. (a) ( 1 ) -pass. 

MR. KOVNATS: Thank you, M r. Cha i rman ,  j ust one 
very q u ick q u est ion and it 's not a f l i g hty q uest i o n .  But  
on w atch i n g  telev is ion I see th i s  Dr .  Q u i ncy and h e's 
i nvo lved with forens ic services and - no, I ' m  lead i n g  to 
a ser ious q u est ion .  Now.  t h i s  is  a coroner's office 
that 's  associated with the forensic medic ine ,  where 
wou l d  we d iscuss a coroner's off ice or  someth i n g  
s i m i la r  i n  th i §  c:Jepartl'T!ent? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Find out  who Dr .  Q u i n cy is  and 
d iscuss i t  with h im .  I th ink  that i t ' s  a l it t le  b i t  of a 
d i fferent format .  I t h i n k  that ser ies is model led after 
some Japanese doctor w ho,  I u n dersta n d ,  was the 
ch ief  coroner somewhere i n  Cal i fornia ;  in  fact, I t h i n k  
I saw h i m  i nterviewed n ot l o n g  ago.  They h ave - and  

• 
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n ow I 'm g u ess i n g  it m i g ht be correct, but they h ave 
such a t h i n g  as - I don 't have to g uess anymore.  Yes, 
I' l l  start g i v i n g  you the descri p t i o n  of the Forensic 
Services.  It provi des expert psych iatr ic and  psycho­
log ical assessments of person s  who are in con f l ict 
wi th  the law, and  are bel i eved to be menta l ly  d istu rbed 
and prov ides o p i n ions  to the cou rts, correct i o na l  
i nst i tut ions ,  probat ion  serv ices, the  po l ice and social 
agencies.  There are two sect ions ,  adult forensic and 
c h i l d ren .  

Of cou rse we're ahead of o u rselves,  we're on  A d m i ­
n i strat ion .  I t h i n k  that i t  i s ,  I don 't k now i f  y o u ' d  ca l l  i t  
forensic;  forens ic  is  most ly  peop le  that are  i n  t ro u b l e  
w i th  the law and Dr .  Q u i ncy wou ld  b e ,  w h a t  we u s e d  t o  
cal l  the o ld  coroner and  now i t ' s  the med ical exa­
m i ner ,  and there are certai n  l aws and when any fou l  
p lay is  suspected , or  sudden death somebody who 
d i es u n de r  certa i n  cond i t ions  there's a post- m o rten 
and the med ical  exa m i ner  or the coroner  can order an 
i n q u est and that 's ,  I t h i n k ,  w h at D r. Q u i ncy is ,  a cor­
o n e r  who is, in a large area l i ke t h i s ,  faced w i th  some 
m u rders and  s u ici des, and  so on .  Th is  i s  actua l ly  what 
he's d o i n g .  The  med ical exa m i ner  wou ld  be the cor­
one.r now. 

MR. KOVNATS: To the H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster, a l l  I 
rea l l y  wanted to f i n d  out  was Where wou ld  t h i s  come 
i n ?  Do we have such a com parab le  type of an  opera­
t ion  here in M a n itoba a n d  u nder  what med ical 
department wou l d  i t  be? I d o n 't t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be 
u n der th i s  Sect i o n  ( b )  but j ust where wou ld  i t  be? How 
is i t  f i n a nced? D o  we have so m a n y  peop le  in th i s  
department? What sort o f  p rotect ion  does the p u b l ic  
h ave f rom wrongdoers? O r  are m y  s i g hts a l l  u p  in  the  
sky in  th is  regard f rom hav i n g  watched telev is ion?  

MR. DESJARDINS: Wel l ,  m ost of the  hospita ls  h ave 
coroners:  some of them are occu p i ed and of cou rse i n  
the l a b  and a lso i n  con d u ct i n g  postmortems.  But  
t here is  a med ical  officer - i t  used to be the ch ief 
coroner  - and  I bel ieve that w o u l d  be under  the 
Attorney-Genera l ;  he's in charge of that s i tuat i o n  for 
the  provi nce. T hey m i g ht ,  I don 't rem e m be r  exact ly 
what i t  i s ,  but I 'd have to refresh my memory,  they 
h ave reg iona l  coroners or assistant coroners. 

For i n stance, i f  there's a death in a pr ivate home and 
i f  it 's not somebody who's been s ick for a long t i me 
t hat the doctor  came i n ;  if you have no doctor then 
you have to ca l l  the  pol ice. You ' re not s u pposed to 
m ove the body w i thout  cal l i ng the po l ice and the 
po l ice w i l l  probab ly  cal l ,  in m ost i nstances when it 's 
sudden deat h ,  the coroner  o r  an  ass istant coroner 
and he w i l l  com e  in and pronou nce the person dead 
and  then he  w i l l  send h i m  to a hospita l  and  req u est an 
autopsy or  a postmortem .  It cou l d  be done now i f  they 
suspect fou l  p lay and  so on ,  they' l l  probably h ave an 
i n q uest. That's exact ly what Dr .  Q u i ncy was d o i n g ;  
h e ' s  a coroner .  That w o u l d  be under  the Ch ief Med ical 
Exam i ner now. 

MR. KOVNATS: Yes, not to p u rsue th is m uch fart her,  
to the Honourab le  M i n ister but  what had been g o i n g  
t h ro u g h  my m i n d  was l i ke cri b deaths and t h i n g s  of 
that n atu re, how are they i nvest igated to see that 
there's no w ro n g d o i n g ?  It's th ro u g h  the coroners who 
cou l d  be j ust a d octor  at any hospi ta l  then ,  but  real ly  
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does he come u nder a govern ment  department? But 
u nder what govern ment  department ,  I j ust haven't  
been ab le  to fo l l ow. 

MR. DESJARDINS: I guess the member m issed that ,  I 
said ,  u n der  the  Attorney-Genera l .  Any doctor cou l d  
b e  the  C h ief Med ical Exa m i ner  b u t  i f  he asked f o r  a 
postmortem ,  of cou rse, it is the patho log i st ,  the cor­
oner .  It u sed to be named the  coroner,  and the body 
cou l d  be sent ,  i f  they suspect anyth i n g  at a l l ,  in fact, 
there are cert a i n  laws that say they have to go that 
route, the  rem a i n s  w i l l  be sent to the hospital and the 
exa m i n e r  w i l l  order an  autopsy and the patho log ist 
w i l l  perform that and  g ive h i s  report to the C h i ef Exa­
m i ner  who then w i l l  decid e  i f  they shou ld  g o  a step 
f u rther  and h ave a n  i n q u i ry ,  o r  an  i n q uest. But  i t  is 
u nder  the Attorney-Genera l ;  not the patho log ist ,  that 
w i l l  be m ostly the  hosp i ta l ,  but  the C h ief  Medical  
Exa m i ner .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4. (a) ( 1  ) .  The Member  for Fort G arry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  j ust as a po i n t  of 
i nterest on that su bject, even though i t  can be asked 
under  the Attorney-General 's Est imates, but we j ust 
asked the  M i n ister whether he can advise us whether  
or  n ot a new C h ief Med ical Exam i ner has been 
appoi nted,  a successor to the l ate Dr .  B i l l  Parker? 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  i t  i s  not u nder  th i s  
department ,  I w i l l  t ry  and  get  the i nformat i o n .  I don 't 
have th i s  i nformat ion  at th i s  t ime .  

MR. C HAIRMAN: 4 . ( a) ( 1 ) - pass ;  4 . ( a ) ( 2 )  O t h e r  
Expend i tu res. 

The M e m ber  for Fort Garry . 

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Cha i rman ,  one of the  major 
i tems for cons iderat i o n  u n der  Other Expend i tu res, as 
the M i n ister ment ioned a few m o ments ago, is the  
Mental  Hea l th  Rev iew Board .  I n  the 1 981 -82 appro­
pr iat ions  the re was an  a m o u n t  of $25,000 voted i n  
order t o  start t h e  wheels t u rn i n g  on esta b l i s h ment  of 
Menta l  Hea l th  Rev iew Board , cou l d  the M i n ister 
advise the C o m m ittee what the amount  is for 1 982-83; 
where does t h at p roject fit i nto th is  Other Expend i­
tu res i te m ?  

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  yes, the  Mental  
Health Review i s  $25,000 for th is year .  Now, as the 
Mem ber for Fort G arry k n ows, the p i lot p roject was 
i n i t iated in J u n e  of 1 981  and w hereby a review of 
cases in B randon ,  Sel k i rk ,  and Eden Mental  Health 
Centres wou l d  be u ndertaken in order to develop po l­
icy a n d  p roce d u re for i mp lementat ion of Menta l  
Heal th  Review Board .  We are expect i n g  a report i n  the 
very i m m e d i ate futu re.  I am to ld  that  i t  i s  wr i tten now 
and we shou ld get i t  any day. I w i l l  rev iew the  report 
wi th  my staff and  cons ider  a l l  the  i m p l icat ions ar is i n g  
from i t  a n d  t h e n  w e  w i l l  report .  I f  w e  are n o t  i n  the  
Est i m ates I' m s u re we w i l l  f i nd  a way to  i nform the  
Mem bers of  the  House.  

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Cha i rman ,  d id  that  also i nvolve a 
sort of assessment  or eva l uat ion of the ava i l a b i l i ty of 
psych iatr ists ,  t ra i n ed psych iatr ic person ne l ,  to serve 
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on these boards? I u nderstand the rev iew essent i a l l y  
was a i med a t  rev i ew i n g  the case loads of Brandon a n d  
Sel k i rk to determ i ne h o w  the pro m i sed a n n ual  rev iew 
of i n d iv id ua l  s i tuat ions cou l d  be i m p lemented and 
exped ited,  but part of the q u est, of cou rse , is  for the 
actua l  personne l  necessary to staff the Mental Health 
Review Board and  the su b-co m m i ttees of same if ,  as 
and when  i t  becomes pract ica l  to i nt rod uce i t  and it is 
certa i n l y ,  I wou ld  expect, the amb i t ions  of both s ides 
of the  H ouse to i ntrod uce i t  as soon as i t  i s  pract ica l ,  
both p rofess iona l ly  and f isca l ly .  But ,  has  that rev iew 
that D r. Tavener  has been undertak i n g  l oo ked at t h at 
s i d e  of t h e  q u est i o n .  t o o ,  t h e  ava i l a b i l i ty  of  
psych iatrists? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I 'm s u re,  w i thout  
knowing fu l ly  the  terms of reference ,  I wou l d  be very 
surpr ised if Dr .  Tavener d i d  not identify the  p rob lem 
that we a l ready do k n ow exists when we tal k about  the 
lack of staff and the  d i ff icu lty in  attract i n g  staff. B u t  I 
am s u re that if t h i s  is not i n  that report that we w i l l  seek 
the so l u t i o n .  I t h i n k  the p rob lem would be ident i f ied 
and t h ro u g h  the Prosen Comm ittee and how we fol­
l ow i t  t h ro u g h  w i l l  be the way to try to solve t h at 
problem of rep lac ing  and com i n g  i n  with a new pack­
age to recru i t  the  psych iatr ist that we need and the  
staff that  we need . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4. (a) (2) -pass; 4 . (a) (3)  Profess iona l  
Trai n i n g .  

T h e  Mem ber f o r  Fort G arry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Cou ld  the M i n ister review for the 
C o m m i ttee, p lease, M r. Cha i rman ,  the  status with  
respect to p rofess iona l  t ra i n i ng in  th i s  f ie ld?  I u n der­
stand that the program at the  M a n itoba School  for the 
R etarded n o  l o n ger fa l l s  u nder  the aeg is  of t h i s  
department ,  i t  i s  part o f  the Department  of Com m un­
i ty  Services now but  the trai n i n g  of psych i atr ic  n u rses 
at B randon and Sel k i rk st i l l  i s  certa i n ly u nder th is  
department .  I wou ld  apprec iate a rev iew of the s i tua­
t ion  i n  terms of n u m bers, i n  terms of the  k i n d s  of 
e n ro l ments that the  two schools are experienc i n g ,  the 
whole f ie ld  of s u p p l y  where psych i atr ic  n u rses are 
concerned.  How do we com pare, on t h i s  date or on 
the  most recent v iab le  date ,  let us  say, December  3 1 , 
1 98 1 , with the s i tuat ion i n  prev ious  years? 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  yes, funds  are 
used for payments,  sti pends a n d ,  as n ecessary, b u r­
sar ies to student n u rses, p l u s  other trai n i ng costs, 
such as those for f ie ld  trai n i n g ,  u n iversity curri c u l u m  
cou rse, the Cr is is  I ntervent ion C l i n ic ,  etc. T h e  a m o u nt 
l ast year was 389.9 and t h i s  year it is 4 1 9. 1 .  Both 
Schools of N u rs i n g  have been encouraged to i n c rease 
e n ro l ment and at the end of 1 980-81 acad e m i c  year,  
A u g ust 1 98 1 , the  n u m ber of n u rses in tra i n i n g  was 89; 
in January 1 982 the n u m ber was 1 29, an  i n c rease of 
40. And i f  e n ro l ments projected for Septem be r  1 982 
are rea l i zed the n u m ber then u n der tra i n i n g  w i l l  be 
about 1 60; the i n c rease in funds  6 . 1  m i l l i on  at B ran­
don Mental  Health Centre and 23. 1 at Sel k i rk M ental 
Health Centre w i l l  be needed to s u p po rt the l a rger 
c l asses. Now the psych i atr ic  n u rses, the  amou nt  in 
B randon Menta l  Health was 1 85 .4  and then 86 at Sel­
k i rk for a total of 271  and that has gone to 1 9 1 . 5  in 

Brandon and 1 09 in Sel k i rk for a total of 306. 
Now, for the Comm ittee, a l though I i mag i n e  the  

Mem ber for Fort G arry knows of the  B u rsary P rog ram 
that we have, every student psyc h i atr ic  n u rse receives 
a month ly  st ipend of $1 00.00. Any  student  who can 
show good reason for add it iona l  f u nd i n g ,  in order to 
cont i n ue in trai n i n g ,  may app ly  for a bu rsary a n d  
usua l ly  such app l i cat ions a r e  n ot enterta i ned u n t i l  the  
student  has  comp leted th ree months  of tra i n i n g ,  and 
i f  approved by the Menta l  Heal th  Centre M a n i toba 
School  author i t ies ,  the b u rsary wi l l  be pa id  at the 
fol low ing  rates : Student  n u rse, $ 1 00 per month ;  stu­
dent n u rse su pport i n g  one dependent ,  $ 1 70 per 
month ;  a student n u rse s u p po rt i n g  two dependents ,  
$200 per month ;  student  n u rse suppo rt i n g  t h ree o r  
more dependents, $230 per month .  A l l  amounts q u oted 
are i n  add i t ion  to the month ly  st i pend .  The st ipend 
carries with i t  no  ob l igat ion  for  return  of serv ice .  As far  
as the recei pt of b u rsary, i t  does resu l t  i n  an  o b l ig at i o n  
f o r  return  o f  serv ice .  W i t h  a bu rsary of $ 1 00 per  m o n t h  
the repay ment is one m o n t h  of serv i ce for each m o n t h  
of b u rsarized trai n i n g .  For a l l  o t h e r  levels t h e  repay­
ment is  one-and-one-q uarter m o nths  of service for 
each month of bu rsarized trai n i n g .  
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As a genera l  ru le ,  repayment  i s  to t h e  i nst i tu t ion  at 
w h i c h  the school  of n u rs i n g  is l ocate d ,  or to a p ro­
g ram ad m i n i stered by that i nst i tut io n .  Var iat ions  to 
th i s  m ay be made by the M e d i ca l  D i rector concerned 
and repayment to other i nst i tu t ions  a n d  com m u n ity 
p rograms that h ave been approved .  Perm iss ion  to 
repay serv ice outs ide of govern ment  p rog ram s  is  n ot 
norma l ly  g i ven .  As of m id-Decem ber ,  1 98 1 , of the 1 74 
students i n  trai n i n g ,  42 are i n  recei pt of a b u rsary. 

The n u rs i n g  trai n i n g ,  I t h i n k  I h ave in J a n u a ry ,  1 982,  
the f i rst-year cou rse, the Brandon Menta l  have 35; the 
second-year students,  3 1  for a total of 66 ;  in  Sel k i rk ,  
the f i rst year,  3 5 ;  the secon d  year,  28 for a total of 63; 
tota l ,  70 f i rst-year, 59 second-year, 1 29 tota l . -
( I nterject i o n ) - that's the c o m b i ned .  The total com­
b ined ,  1 29. N ow the p rojected f i rst-year e n ro l ment  of  
Septem ber ,  1 982,  B ra n d o n ,  40; Se lk i rk ,  90 .  T h e  Men­
ta l  Hea l th  workers - I m i g ht as we l l  g ive you that ,  i t 's 
sti l l  in the  p rofess iona l  trai n i n g  - there were 1 1 8 .5 ;  
the same amount  th is  year .  N o  expans ion in  trai n i n g  is  
projected .  In  the f i rst n i ne months  of the fiscal  year ,  39 
days of tra i n i n g  were conducted;  1 92 C o m m u n ity 
Menta l  Hea l th  workers; 1 09 i nst i tut iona l  staff and 27 
other staff attended.  

I m i g h t  as wel l g ive the  rest .  The student n u rse in  
res idence i s  c harged $ 1 0 .00 a day and  $ 1 . 00 per meal .  

MR. SHERMAN: I thank the  M i n i ster for that i nforma­
t i o n ,  M r. C h a i rman .  Projected f i rst-year e n ro l ment  for 
Septem ber,  1 98 1  at Brandon was 40, I bel i eve,  a n d  at 
Sel k i rk i t  was 40. - ( I nterject i o n ) - I beg your  par­
don?  For  Septem ber, 1 98 1 , n ot 1 982.  For Septem ber, 
1 98 1 , I bel ieve was 40; that was the p rojected f i rst­
year e n ro l ment  so i t  wou l d  h ave made a total  of 80 at 
the two fac i l i t ies.  

The f i g u re that the M i n ister gave me for  n u rses 
u n der tra i n i n g  as of Jan uary ,  1 982, t h i s  past J a n uary, 
for those two fac i l i t ies was 35 and 35 ,  for  70; t hose 
f ig u res are fa ir ly c lose. C o u l d  the M i n i ster advise 
whether that was because the  p roject ions  on f i rst­
year e n ro l ment were h ig her  than ant ic i pated or 
because there were approx i m ately 1 0  dropouts i n  the 

-
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fi rst th ree or fou r  months of the  course? 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  f i rst of a l l  I don ' t  
k now i f  I s h o u l d  take the f i rst year .  I f  they were i n  
trai n i ng at t h i s  t i m e  i t  cou l d  b e  the  second year.  B u t  I 
t h i n k  where the  d i fference is t h at d u ri n g  that t i m e  the 
program i nc l u ded the school  for  retarded at Portage 
and  that's no  longer in there. I t h i n k  that's where you ' l l  
f i nd  the reason for  the d i fference.  

MR. SHERMAN: The f ig u res I ' m  u s i n g ,  M r. C h a i r­
m a n ,  are j ust for Brandon and  Sel k i rk .  I 've s ubtracted 
the M a n itoba School  f i g u res out  of there. I n  any event 
it 's not a major d i screpancy. The  p roject ions  were for 
80 as of Septem ber.  1 981 , 40 in each fac i l i ty .  The 
f i g u res that the M i n i ster has p rovided for the  C o m m it­
tee of n u rses u nder  trai n i n g  at the  two fac i l i t i es in f i rst 
year as of J a n uary ,  1 98 1 , add up to 70; 35 a n d  35 at the  
two fac i l i t ies .  So there is  a d iscrepancy of 1 0. That 
needn 't n ecessar i ly  ref l ect any g reat d if f icu lty .  The 
f i rst-year p roject i o n s  m i g h t h ave been  o v e r l y  
opt i m ist ic .  

But  what I 'm t ry i n g  to get at i s  whether  we' re gett i n g  
enough  psyc h i atr ic  n u rses i nto the  cou rses ava i l a b l e  
a t  B ra n d o n  a n d  Sel k i rk to m eet the  n e e d  i n  the  psy­
c h i at r ic  services f ie ld ;  the front l i ne t roups  as the  
M i n i ster wou l d  agree. I n  fact, they're n ot o n l y  troups 
they ' re a lso off icers, the front l i ne personne l .  M e nta l  
Heal th  Serv ices a n d  Psych iatr ic  Services cons ists of 
the psyc h i atr ic  n u rses. We don 't have e n o u g h  psych i­
atr i sts - I want to d iscuss that w i th  the  M i n ister when  
we get  i nto the  Com m iss ion  sect i o n  of the  Est i m ates 
- but a g reat g reat deal of the cha l lenge and the 
respo n s i b i l i ty h as to be taken up by the psych i atr ic  
n u rses a n d  certa i n l y  some efforts h ave been made i n  
recent years t o  encourage you n g  peop le  t o  g o  i nto 
psyc h i atr ic  n u rs i n g ,  to attract you n g  peop le  i nto i t ,  
a n d  I wou l d  hope that the  f i g u res p rov ided by the  
M i n i ster are  such that we can der ive  some satisfact ion  
f rom them.  They demonstrate that e n ro l m ents are up ,  
enth us ias m  for that career a n d  part i c i pat i o n  i n  t hose 
trai n i n g  fac i l i t i es is  on  the i n c rease. Can he c o m ment  
o n  that? 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I t h i n k  you w o u l d  
probably s e e  t h i s  m o re i n  psyc h i atr ic  n u rs i n g  than  
j u st those en rol l i n g  for R .N .  I th ink  there's q u ite a few 
that m i g ht leave. I u nderstan d  t h at there's about  1 5  
eac h year that l eave. Now, that's the  f i rst a n d  second 
year a n d  I i mag i n e  that many of them wou l d  l eave 
fa i r ly  early. They rea l ize that t h i s  i s  n ot for them;  that's 
a poss i b i l i ty.  I ag ree that we certa i n l y  are not d rag g i n g  
our  feet on  that;  we' l l  accept a l l  those that c a n  g radu­
ate and  we're go ing in  that d i rectio n .  A lso ,  we're con­
t i n u i n g  th i s  bu rsary p rog ram .  

I f  there i s  a n y  other way that w e  cou l d  i m p rove that 
we w i l l  do  i t  but I have no  f i g h t  with t h i s .  I ag ree w i th  
the M e m be r  for  Fort G arry that we want  to get  as many 
as poss i b l e ,  espec i a l l y  as h e  ment ioned that  there are 
so many people i n  that f ie ld of psych i atr ists and  so o n ,  
that we c a n ' t  g e t  enough  and  we're h av i n g  an  awf u l  lot 
of trou b le .  

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Chairman,  i f  you take the  f ig u res 
for J a n uary, 1 98 1 , the M i n ister has provided the  f ig­
u res for J a n u ary of 1 982, and  take those n u rses u nder 

trai n i n g  at Brandon and Sel k i rk in  f i rst year ,  the  total 
was 74, and in second year the total was 28.  So,  we're 
look i n g  at a com b i n at ion of 74 and 28, w h i c h  i s  1 02. 
The f i g u res. I bel i eve, for n u rses u nder trai n i n g  i n  
J a n uary o f  ' 8 1  a t  Brandon a n d  Sel k i rk i n  second year 
tota l l e d  28,  and in f i rst year they tota l led 74, w h i c h  
wou l d  make a total o f  1 02 psych n u rses i n  f i rst and  
secon d  year  u nder trai n i n g  as of J a n uary, 1 981 . The 
f ig u re for J a n u ary, 1 982 p rovided by the  M i n ister,  
i n d icates a total com bi ned in f i rst and second  year i n  
trai n i n g  at 1 29. So,  what i s  ref lected there i s  an  encou­
rag i n g  trend of 27 more in  tra i n i n g  in  J a n uary, '82 than 
there were in  trai n i n g  i n  J a n ua ry, '81 . Prov ided that 
trend is cont i n u i ng and  p rov ided that there aren't  too 
many d ropouts out of the cou rse, are the ava i lab le  
fac i l i t i es at Brandon and Se l k i rk to accom modate 
i ncreased e n ro l ments and to t ra i n  psych i atr ic  n u rses 
at hand?  Can we accom m odate and e n ro l  a n d  tra i n  
more psych i atr ic  n u rses a t  B randon and  Sel k i rk than 
is  current ly  bei n g  done? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Yes,  I t h i n k  that as far as t h ese 
n u m bers,  my h o n o u rab le  f r iend compares 70 to 90, 
those in tra i n i ng in '82 now;  90 was p rojected f i rst­
year e n rol ment ;  that's in Septem ber; that's to come.  
Now, my h o n o u rab le  f r iend ta l ked about l ast year ,  
those n u rses i n  t ra i n i ng in  J a nuary, 1 98 1 , a n d  the 
secon d  year  was 28;  wel l ,  they'd be g raduated by n ow. 
I t  wou l d  be the 74, the f i rst year in '82. I t  wou l d  be i n  
the  second year. S o ,  I g uess you'd com pare t h e  7 4  to 
59. So, i t  wou l d  be 5 .  Now, yes, I ' m  i nformed that we 
certa i n ly cou ld  accept a l l  the n u rses that g raduate 
and then some.  As I say, we're not c los i n g  the door 
and putt i n g  the  no-vacancy s i g n  yet. 

MR. SHERMAN: Why wou l d  the p rojected f i rst-year 
e n ro l ment  for Septem ber '82 be so m u c h  h i g he r  at 
Sel k i rk than i t  i s  at Brandon ,  M r. Cha i rman? Not that i t  
i sn ' t  encourag i n g ,  i t  i s .  But ,  i t 's more than  doub le  the  
p rojected f i rst-year e n ro l ment  at Brandon .  

MR. DESJARDINS: I th ink  there are  probably more in  
Sel k i r k  because Sel k i rk has the  respon s i b i l i ty a lso of  
trai n i n g  psyc h i atr ic n u rses for Wi n n i peg psych i atr ic  
wards i n  acute hospita ls .  So ,  that m ight  be one  of the 
reasons.  

MR. SHERMAN: Wel l ,  I d o n 't t h i n k  prev ious  years' 
stat ist ics bear that out ,  M r. C h a i rman .  The two schools 
in terms of g raduates, and in terms of n u rses u nder 
trai n i n g ,  and  in  terms of p rojected n u rs i n g  e n ro l­
ments h ave n ot demonstrated any stat ist ical  and  con­
t i n uous p reference of Sel k i rk over Brandon.  In  some 
s i tuat ions  they've been a l m ost neck and neck .  In  oth­
ers, there m i g h t  be a s l i g h t  excess i n  Sel k i rk over 
B rand o n ,  and in some a s l i g h t  excess in Brandon over 
Sel k i r k .  T h i s  year we're l o o k i n g  at a projected Sep­
tem ber enro lment  in f i rst year accord i n g  to the M i n is­
ter's f i g u res of 40 at Brandon and  90 at Se lk i rk ,  wh ich  
is a su bstant ia l  d iscrepancy.  Does  that mean that the 
capacity and  the capabi l i ty of the B randon M ental 
Health Centre to accom modate and trai n psych i atr ic  
n u rses has d i m i n ished or  deterio rated? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The C o m m ittee w i l l  come to o rder. 
The t i m e  bei n g  4:30 p . m .  - ( I nterject i o n ) -
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MR. D ESJARDINS: Was that passed or is that bei n g  
he ld t h at i tem? N o ,  okay. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The time bei n g  4:30 p . m .  and there­
fore be i n g  t i m e  for Pr ivate Mem bers' Hour, I ' m  i nter­
rupt i n g  the proceed ings .  

C o m m ittee r i se .  Cal l i n  the S peaker. 
The C ha i rman reported upon the Comm ittee's 

del i berat ions to M r. Speaker and req uested l eave to 
sit  aga i n .  

IN SESSION 

MR. SPEAKER: Order  p l ease.  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  
Mem ber f o r  F l i n  F lon .  

MR. STORIE: M r. Speaker,  I move, secon ded by the  
H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for R i e l  that the  report of the  
Commi ttee be received.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' HOUR 

MR. SPEAKER: Reso l ut ions .  On the proposed Reso­
lu t ion  of the Honourab le  Mem ber for R o b l i n -Russe l l  
and the  amendment  thereto b y  the H o n o u rab le  
M e m ber  for G i m l i .  

T h e  H o n o u rab le  M e m ber for V i rden has two m i n­
utes rema i n i n g .  

MR. GRAHAM: T h a n k  y o u ,  M r. Speaker. Y o u  k n ow,  I 
t h i n k  i t 's  s i g n i f icant  s ince  th is  issue was raised t h at 
the l ast two days i n  the  W i n n i peg papers there h as 
been art ic les on metr i f icat ion  and the  costs that are 
attr i buted to i t .  O n e  of the  concerns that has been the  
stu m b l i n g  b lock  i n  the A mer ican convers ion  has been 
the cost. The Amer ican  peop le  have p retty we l l  
stopped completely the i r  convers ion .  The U n ited 
K i ngdom has ceased the i r  act iv i t ies in that f ie ld ,  i n  
fact, h ave ro l led back on  o n e  or  two occasions  a n d  yet 
we here in Canada seem to be p loug h i n g  ahead 
regard l ess of cost and regard l ess of the conseq uen­
ces .  The H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  for Thom pson has 
u rged us  to cont i n u e  i n  that d i rect io n .  H e  has sug­
gested that we go ahead a n d  s u p po rt the Wh ite Paper,  
and  the Wh ite Paper to ld us that i t  was in the best 
i nterests of Canada.  So, I h ave to assume from what I 
heard the h o n o u rab le  member say that the pu rpose 
and the i ntent of the mem bers opposite is  to p roceed 
with metr i f icat ion  regard less of the cost and regard­
less of the conseq uences. That ,  S i r ,  i s  the reason why 
I cannot s u p po rt the p roposed amend ment  that was 
put forward . 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Rad isso n .  

MR. G ERARD LECUYER (Radisson): Mr .  Speaker,  as 
I beg i n  my remarks on t h i s  top ic  I w ish  to f i rst of a l l  
d raw to t h e  attent ion  o f  t h i s  House that the  M e m ber 
for V i rden i s  bad ly m isconstru i n g  the  remarks t hat 
were made by the Mem ber for T h o m pson when in h i s  
amend ment  he i s  propos i n g  that w e  ab ide  by t h e  
W h ite Paper.  The Wh ite Paper is  n ot one that says we 
j ust go fu l l  speed ahead and we go roug hshod over 

the des i res of the peop le .  In fact,  the Wh ite Paper 
w h i c h  was i ntroduced and  passed wi th  the  approval 
of al l  part ies in the H o u se by the Federal Govern ment 
stated that i t  should be o n  a vo l u ntary bas is .  Besides, 
i t  a lso added many other factors w h i c h  stated that it  
had to be in consu ltat ion  with the  peop le ;  that i t  had to 
be f lex i b le ;  that i t  had to g o  a long  p retty wel l at the 
rate t h at i t  was app l i cab le  in the U n ited States, a l l  
these t h i n g s  were stated i n  the  W h ite Paper and  -
( I nterject ion ) - never m i n d  w h at's happen i n g .  What 
we're stat i n g  on  the amendment  n ow that we are 
i ntrod u c i n g  is  we' re say i n g  that we shou ld  be d o i n g  it 
on that bas is  of the W h ite Paper, n ot o n  what the  
Mem ber for V i rden is say i n g .  

Mr .  S peaker,  the c h a n g e  to metr ic  is  part of a wor ld­
wide trend which Canada can n o  longer afford to 
ig nore.  More than 90 percent of the wor ld 's popu la­
t ion  l ives i n  metr ic cou ntr ies or cou ntr ies w h i c h  are 
convert i n g  to the metr ic system .  U nfort u n ately ,  m u c h  
o f  the i nformat ion now bei n g  generated b y  editor ia l  
wr i ters and the most vocal opponents of metr ic con­
vers ion  has been somewhat m i s lead i n g .  

I have heard repeated ly  as i ndeed I heard aga i n  two 
days ago from a member  of the O pposit ion ,  that m et­
ric convers ion  was never debated in the H ouse of 
Com mons .  In point of fact, w h i l e  metr ic convers i o n  
w a s  f i rst i n t roduced to O rder- i n-Cou n c i l  and  the  
tabl i n g  of  a W h ite Paper  i n  1 970, leg is lat ion  approv i n g  
metr ic  h a s  been debated i n  the  past i n  the  H o u s e  of 
C o m m on s  with the s u pport of a l l  t h ree major part ies 
th ree t i mes s i n ce 1 97 1 . 

The January, 1 970 W h ite Paper tab led by M r. Jean­
Luc  Pep i n  states in  parag raphs 1 . 5 and  1 . 6 the  fo l l ow­
i n g  w h i c h  I q u ote: 

"The government  b e l i eves that adoptio n  of the m et­
ric system of a meas u rement  is u l t i m ate ly i nevitab le  
and des i rab le  for Canada.  I t  wou ld  v iew wi th  concern 
North Amer ica rem a i n i n g  as a n  i nch-pound py lon i n  
a n  otherwise metr ic wor ld ,  a pos i t ion w h i c h  wou l d  be 
in conf l i ct with Canad ian  i n d ustr ia l  and trade i nter­
ests and  com merc ia l  p o l i cy o bject ives. The govern­
ment be l ieves that the  goa l  i s  c l ear .  The  p rob lems l i e  
i n  determ i n i n g  h o w  t o  reach t h i s  g o a l  a s  t o  e n s u re t h e  
benefits with a m i n i m u m  o f  costs. I t  i s  appropr iate that 
the Federal  G overn ment  s h o u l d  ass u m e  a lead i n g  
role i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  i n  the p rocess o f  change .  T h e  
govern ment accord i n g ly accepts eventua l  conver­
s ion  as a def i n ite object ive of Canadian po l icy and  
proposes means of s tudy  a n d  consu ltat ion ,  whereby 
the p ace and the methods of change may be deter­
m i ned i n  the nat iona l  i nterest . "  
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That's from the W h ite Paper for the M e m ber  for 
V i rden 's  benef it .  F u rther  i t  states: 

" N o  leg i s l at i ve act i o n  i s  conte m p l ated w h i c h  wou ld  
make mandatory a genera l  use of metr ic  i n  p lace of  
i n ch-pound u n its ,  a l thou g h ,  some leg i s l at ion  may 
p rove des i rab le  to foster fam i l i a rity with metr ic u n its . "  
That's not  what the M e m be r  for V i rden sa id  awh i l e  
ago.  

As Canad i a n  consumers are faced with their  l ast 
stage of metr ic convers ion ,  I ag ree I am s u re with  a l l  
t h e  mem bers of t h i s  House t h a t  more care needs to b e  
t a k e n  t o  ease the  confus ion  of consumers and  the  
host i l ity of s m a l l  b u s i n ess peop le  and workers.  With  
reg a rd to the  m atter of pena l t ies ,  as far as I 'm g i ve n  to 
u n derstan d  they are n ot i ntended as part of the metr ic  
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convers i o n ,  nor  i ntended for use agai nst pr ivate c i t i ­
zens or  consu mers. 

These measu res are spe l led out in The Wei g hts a n d  
Measu res A c t  and  a r e  a p p l i cab le  n o  matter what sys­
tem of weig hts and measu res i s  used and are desig n ed 
to p rotect consu mers by ensuri n g  they are p resented 
with the stan dard system of meas u rement regard less 
of where they are in Canada.  Penal t ies u nder  t h i s  Act 
apply o n l y  to b u s i n esses that refuse to conform to the  
nat iona l  standards of  weig hts and  measures. I n  i t s  
Wh ite Paper  the govern ment  stated and I refer to Page 
16 of the Wh ite Paper:  

"Wide f lex i b i l i ty and t i m i n g  wou l d  appear to be 
necessary . "  

F u rther  o n  Page  2 1  i t  states aga i n :  
"Spec ia l  regard,  however, m ust b e  p a i d  to the  deci­

s ions of the  U n ited States and  to m a i nta i n i ng the 
a b i l i ty to serve remai n i n g  i nch-pound markets. Cor­
rect cho ice  of pace of convers ion  a l l ows costs to be 
m i n i m ized.  I t  i s  bel i eved that the deter m i n at i o n  of 
methods and pace of convers ion  can best be accomp­
l ished in  consu ltat ion  and  co-operat i o n  with  a l l  sec­
tors of the Canad ian  economy .  Th is  wou l d  i nvolve 
deli.e lopment  of programs capable of f lex i b l e  adj ust­
ment to the  evo l v i n g  s i tuat i o n  i n  Canada a n d  a b road.  
In  th i s  p rocess the  v iews and proposals of a l l  con­
cerned wou l d  be cons idered . "  

M r. Speaker,  that is  what we're say i n g  h a s  n ot been 
done. That i s  what we're proposi n g  shou ld  be done. I 
rem i n d  aga i n that a ll part ies voted on t h i s  Wh ite 
Paper.  

M r. Speaker,  these are p rovis ions  of the  Wh ite 
Paper a long with other sect ions quoted by the M e m be r  
f o r  T h o m pson w h i c h  the Federal  G overn ment  seems 
to be d isregard i n g  and o n  these g rou nds ,  p rov i n c i a l  
gove r n m e nts, bus i nesses a n d  i n d iv idua ls  a l l  across 
Canada s h o u l d  p ressure the government  to re lent  the  
pace  of the  convers ion  process, n ot s top  i t ,  as the  
m e m bers across wou l d  p ropose.  Therefore, the  
amendment  i ntrod u ced by the M e m ber for G i m l i  
makes a g reat deal  o f  sense. 

The i m p lementati o n  p rocess is a l m ost comp leted i n  
Canada.  I n  fact, the costs t o  Canadian i n dustry, i f  a 
moratori u m  were to be i m posed now would  be g reater 
than the c u rrent costs of complet ing  the p rocess. I 
heard the M e m be r  for Morr is  state a few days ago a n d  
I h e a r d  h i m  a w h i l e  a g o  repeat t h a t .  H e  states \hat i t  
was too l ate for t h i s  amendment  wh ich  p uts p ressu re 
on  the Federal  G overn ment  to app ly  the recom men­
dat ions  of the Wh ite Paper, recom mendat ions wh ich  
ca l led for  consu l tat ion and  g radual  i m plementat ion  
c lose ly t ied  w i th  the  dec is ions  made i n  the U n ited 
States . 

M r. S peaker ,  if i t 's too l ate to i n d i cate o u r  des i re ,  
i ndeed our w i l l ,  that the Federa l  Govern ment  ab ide by 
the recom mendat ions of the W hite Paper then the 
reso l u t i o n ,  in its or ig i na l  for m ,  makes even l ess sense; 
obv ious ly  we can 't turn back the clock. The M e m be r  
f o r  V i rden the  other d a y  s a i d  that w e  m ust b e  .rea l ist ic 
and l i ve in  the p resent .  I ag ree. The facts are that 
Canada has been g radua l ly  convert i n g  to metr ic  for 
the l ast 1 O years.  

I wou l d  l i ke to review o n l y  br ief ly what the facts are 
and what the rea l i ty is .  For that pu rpose I wi l l  use th i s  
l i tt le rev iew w h i c h  was  p u b l i shed i n  1 980 ca l led  " M ov­
i n g  to Metr ic . "  The backgro u n d  in the sect i o n  c a l led 

"Backgrou n d  to the Change" states: "The M etr ic  
Weig hts and M easu res Act ,  1 97 1  made the  metr ic  
system legal  for use in  Canada."  In  the Wh ite Paper on  
metr ic  convers ion  of J a n uary ,  1 970, the  Canad ian  
Government stated that metr ic convers ion  i s  both 
i n ev i tab le and des i rab le  for Canada.  The M etr ic  
C o m m iss ion was set  u p  by the g overn ment  in  1 97 1 , 
about  1 00 sector com m i ttees made u p  of vo l u n teers 
cover i n g  a l l  sectors of the Canad i a n  economy 
e m barked o n  a fou r-phase p rogram of  i nvest igat ion ,  
p lan n i n g ,  sched u l i ng and  i m plementat ion  of the met­
ric convers ion .  

The  i nvest ig at ion  phase  beg u n  i n  1 972 i s  ended .  
The p l an n i n g  p h ase was  i n it iated with the formatio n  
of the  f i rst sector comm ittee i n  A p r i l  o f  1 973 a n d  was 
90 percent com p lete in 1 979. The sched u l i n g  p h ase, 
when al l  concerned reached a consensus o n  the  t i m ­
i n g  of the  changeover, was su bstant ia l ly  comp leted i n  
1 980, a n d  I repeat, th is  is  a review from 1 980. 

Aga i n i t  cont i n u es :  " I n  some sectors i m p l e me n ta­
t i o n  is a l m ost comp lete. I n  the  heal th sector ,  for 
exa m p le ,  m ost Canadian hospita ls  are u s i n g  m etr ic  
m easu rements .  In  other  sectors the  i m pl ementation  
phase peaked by 1 977-79 a n d  s h o u l d  be su bstant ia l l y  
comp lete wi th i n  a few years thereafter . "  

O n  Page 3 i t  states, under  the head i n g ,  "S i m p l i c ity ."  
" M ost p rov i nces in Canada have been teac h i n g  metr ic 
s ince Septem ber of 1 974. Al l  p rov i nces have r u n  m et­
r ic  workshops for the i r  teachers and  metr ic conver­
s ion  is v i rtua l l y  complete at the pr i mary a n d  secon­
dary school leve ls . "  This i s  n o  d i fferent in M a n itoba,  
a l l  c u rr icu l u m  progra m m i n g  and textbooks h ave been 
changed over to the metr ic system .  

O n  Page 5 i t  states: "A l m ost 9 5  percent o f  the 
wor ld 's  popu l at ion  l ive i n  metr ic cou ntr ies and  among 
the  n o n - metr ic  i n d ustr ia l i zed nat ions t here i s  a 
widespread trend to convert to the  m etr ic  system.  
Canada m u st convert or  i t 's  damag i n g  i ts i nterna­
t iona l  t rade posit i o n . "  

O n  P a g e  6 i t  states: "Many of the  t h i n k  you deal  
w i th  every day are m easu red in metr ic u n its ;  d ru g  
prescr ipt ions,  speeds and d istances, gaso l i ne ,  camera, 
f i l ms ,  etc. For examp le ,  tooth paste and l i q u i d  sham­
poos h ave been converted to metr ic  stan dard s izes 
and meas u re ments; they have been s i nce 1 973. Before 
convers ion  tooth pastes came i n  over 30 s izes; n ow 
there are o n l y  s ix  standard s izes, a l l  i n  m i l l i l i tres.  A l l  
p re-packaged goods have h a d  metr ic content dec la­
rat ions  on the i r labe ls  s i n ce 1 974. The convers ion  of 
pharmaceut ica ls  began more than 30 years ago and  is 
now near i n g  complet ion .  About  the  on ly  change not 
comp leted is i n  the sale of m eat, f i sh ,  pou l try, fru it  and 
vegetab les wei g h ted over  the counter . "  I repeat, t h i s  is 
from 1 980. 
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" A p r i l  1 ,  1 975 was the date when temperat u re fore­
casts i n  deg rees ce ls ius began.  Ra infa l l  has been 
g iven in m i l l i m et res and snowfa l l  in cent i m et res s i nce 
Septem ber  1 ,  1 975.  Wind speeds have been g iven i n  
k i l o m et res per hours s i n ce 1 976." 

I cou ld  go o n  and on  showing  t hat th is i s  a m atter 
that has been a g radual  i m p lementat ion .  Texti les have 
been labe l led  i n  widths and  measured in cent i metres 
and  so ld  by the  metre s i n ce 1 978. The convers i o n  of 
the Canad ian  h i g hway system began with the p lace­
ment of k i l o m et re d istance s i g n s  on mai n roads i n  
some provi n ces i n  1 974. Across Canada a l l  h i g h way 
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s igns  i n d icat i n g  lega l  speed l i m i ts and d istances were 
changed by 1 978 and g asol i ne began bei n g  sold by 
the l i t re i n  1 979. 

" I n  conc lus ion  therefore, " i t  states, " Each year we 
get c l oser to l i v i n g  in a metric worl d .  The food we eat, 
the tools we use and the cars we d rive are measu red 
most ly in metr ic u n its .  The change has come g radu­
a l ly  over the last 10 years ."  

F i n a l ly ,  i t  conc ludes by say i n g :  "T he sooner we a l l  
beg i n  to t h i n k  metr ic t h e  sooner we' l l  feel a t  home 
w i th  the metr ic system . "  

M r .  S peaker,  the convers ion  t o  metr ic i n  Canada is  
basica l ly  a n  acco m p l ished fact and is  cu rrent ly used 
by 1 50 cou ntry t h ro u g h out  the world ,  i n c l u d i n g  the 
U . K . ,  Austra l i a ,  New Zea l a n d  and Japan ,  and perhaps 
that 's one of the reasons why we're f i n d i n g  ou rse l ves 
at a d isadvantage when it comes to compet i n g  in the  
wor ld  m arket. 

The metr ic system has been endorsed by many 
assoc iat ions  i n  Canada and I w ish to name but  a 
few: The Canad ian  Catt lemen's  Assoc i at io n ;  The 
Canad ian Teachers Federat ion ;  The Canad ian  Con­
struct ion  Assoc i at ion ;  The Canad ian Pharmaceut ica l  
Associat i o n ;  The Canadian Cou n c i l  of P rofess iona l  
E n g i neers; The Chemica l  I nst itute of Canada ;  The 
E n g i neer i n g  I nst i tute of Canada and m a n y  others.  I n  
fact , many of these even endorsed i t  before the Wh ite 
Paper was adopted in Par l iament .  

M r. S peaker,  I wou ld  l i ke to q u ote from a rev iew 
w h i c h  states,  from 1 98 1 , and the rev iew itself  i s  ca l led 
'The Metr ic M o n itor ."  I w ish  to q u ote from the state­
ment  prepared by PASCON,  w h i c h  stands for The 
P u b l i c  Awareness S u b-co m m ittee on  Construct ion ,  
and I q u ote:  'The longer  the  trans i t ion per iod  to m et­
ric meas u rements the m o re the switch is  go i n g  to 
cost. Those who h ave made the change in good fa i th 
are beg i n n i ng to get a n g ry and  argue that it 's t ime the 
govern ment  leg is lated to enforce metr ic  construc­
t ion.  Don  B racken ,  O perat ions Manager of Ne lson 
M a n ufactu red H omes,  a d iv is ion  of Ne lson L u m ber  
Com pany,  says: "Persona l ly,  after f ive  years of th is ,  I 
t h i n k  the govern ment  s h o u l d  leg is late.  Those who 
h aven't  converted yet aren't g o i n g  to u n t i l  they're 
forced . Ne lson M a n ufactu red Homes h ave total l y  
switched the  prod uct ion  l i n e  i n  i t s  L l oyd m in ster,  
A l berta, p lan t  to h ard metr ic d i mens ions .  B racken 
expla ins .  Th is  meant a complete redrawi n g  of more 
than  60 p l a ns for 1 979 home des igns  a n d  shop d raw­
i ngs .  Some new eq u i pment  a n d  retoo l i n g  was a lso 
necessary. 

H e  says the switchover went wi thout  a h itch .  "The 
company spent a s u m mer  prepari n g  for the change 
a n d  then  we d i d  everyt h i n g  s i m u l taneous ly  so we 
were never  do ing  convers ions  back a n d  fort h .  We 
went  tota l ly metr ic . "  H e  says even the i r  sales bro­
c h u res are in the metr ic and  t here h as been no  p rob­
lem, d i spe l l i n g  the myth that the p u b l i c  i s n 't ready for 
metr ic yet. B racken exp la ins .  "The m a n u factu red 
homes are sold to h o meowners and contractors. The 
company s h i ps its p roducts," and l isten to th is ,  "The 
company s h i ps its p rod u ct from W i n n i peg to the West 
Coast i nto the Y u k o n  and the N o rthwest Territor ies . "  
H e  says the  company is  sav i n g  o n  d raft i n g  t i m e  work­
ing in the metr ic system and the man o n  the erect i o n  
s ide  is  m a k i n g  fewer errors because h e ' s  j u st hav i n g  
to a d d  m u l t i p les o f  1 0  and  1 00 .  T h e  o n l y  problem has 
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been caused by the  re l u ctance of others i n  the con­
struct ion f ie ld  to switch .  

"O u r  reta i l  l u m ber  operat ion  is  hav i n g  to carry dua l  
i n ventor ies" expla i n s  B racken .  " O n e  is  for o u r  retai l  
operat ion  w h i c h  i s  a l m ost comp letely i m per ia l  and 
one i s  for o u r  man ufactu r i n g  sect ion  which i s  metr ic . "  
Th is  art ic le  states fu rther ,  "Cha m p l a i re Prod u cts, a 
d i v i s i o n  of C o m p o  Corporat i o n ,  i n  Ottawa, h as 
c h anged its product l i ne to metr ic ,  i n c l u d i n g  w in­
dows ,  awn i ngs ,  woods l ider  Pasha doors, stai rs and 
roof  t russes . "  Code Larkey,  m a n ag i ng d i rector,  
exp l a i n s  that the company switched in order to stand­
ard ize s izes. "There was n o  standard for w i ndows in  
i m pe ri a l .  Our awn i n g  wi ndow was 36- 1 /8 inch by 43- 112 
i n c h .  M ost w i ndows were around  48 i nches,  but  not 
exact. N ow we have a n  even size of 1 , 200 m m . "  

F u rther  on ,  i t  states , and he's angry ,  that some 
b u i lders are gett i n g  away with soft  convers ions for 
Canada M ortgage and Hous ing  p rojects and he q u o­
tes: 'To me,  as l o n g  as t h i s  is to lerated ,  you m i g ht as 
wel l forget about metr ic ."  E l l i s  expla i n s  that the size of 
prod u cts has to be changed because the metr ic sys­
tem i s  d i mens iona l ly  coord i n ated w h i c h  means ,  
everyt h i n g  i n  the b u i l d i n g  is  des ig ned to f i t  together,  
s ize of blocks, panels,  l i ght  f ixtures, and so on, are a l l  
based i n  i ncrements o f  1 00 m m .  b u i l d i n g  modu le .  

F u rther  he states, "The longer  the convers ion  to  
metr ic  takes ,  the  m o re i t  w i l l  add to everybody's costs 
in terms of dual d i mens i o n i n g ,  p r ic i ng  and cost i n g . "  

M r. S peaker,  I s u ggest to the m e mbers and  f u rther  I 
wou l d  l i ke  to add some of the benef i ts w h i c h  are 
q u oted in a rev iew c a l l ed ,  Canada's A p p roach to M et­
ric Convers ion ,  w h i c h  dates from 1 974. 

" O rg a n izat ions  w h i c h  h ave converted or  are in the 
p rocess of d o i n g  so,  g i ve the fo l low ing  as exa m p l es of 
opport u n it ies they h ave explored and tu rned to thei r 
advantage.  

" O n e ,  ratio n a l ize prod u cts i nto some m o re log ica l  
range w h i c h  f i ts  new markets; two, exte n d  deta i l  stan­
dardizat ion to red uce stocks after i n it i a l  changeover 
per iod;  t h ree, expand sa les to p rev ious ly  u n pene­
t rated export m arkets; fou r, advance tec hno log i ca l  
capa b i l i t ies to redes i g n  o l d e r  p rod u cts and tech­
n iq u es and i n novate in ex ist i n g  o r  new f ie lds ;  f ive,  
s i m p l i fy adm i n istrative p rocedu res and deta i l s . "  

So ,  M r. S peaker,  I suggest i t  i s  t i m e  that the 
m e m bers o pposite go o n  with the  t i m es and  real ize 
t h at to be rea l ist ic  is to s u p port t h i s  amendment  i nt ro­
d uced by the Mem ber for G i m l i .  T h a n k  you .  

MR. SPEAKER: A re you ready for the  q uest ion?  
T h e  H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster of Com m u n ity Services 

a n d  Correct ions .  

MR. EVANS: Than k you,  M r. Speaker,  I o n ly want to  
say a few words i n  th i s  part icu lar  debate. 

I can not but he l p be amused by the efforts of the 
m e m bers of the  O p posit ion i n  i nt rod u c i n g  th i s  R eso­
l ut i o n  on  metr ic convers ion  and i nd i cat i n g  the i r con­
cern  about  the  effects of the m a ndatory m etr ic  con­
vers i o n  system m i g ht have on  the  economy a n d  on 
var ious seg m ents of the economy and  I 'm s u re they're 
t h i n k i n g  part i c u lar ly  of farm i n g .  I w i l l  ad m it ,  as a n  
average c i t izen ,  that I f i nd  s o m e  of the  metr ic term i­
no logy rather  confu s i n g .  I st i l l  h ave g reat d iffic u lty 
even in t h i n k i n g  of tem peratu res in Cels ius  rather 

-
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than Fahrenheit .  
But  rea l ly ,  M r. Speaker ,  the act iv i t ies of the former 

M i n ister of Eco n o m i c  Devel o pment ,  the now M e m ber  
for Sturgeon C reek,  in  promot i n g  metr ic  convers ion  
i n  Man itoba wou l d  make m e  fee l  that real ly  at  l east 
that m e m ber  cou ld  not s u p port th i s  part icu lar  Reso lu­
t i o n .  M aybe i ndeed others o n  the Oppos i t ion  s ide  
cou l d  n ot s u p port the Reso l ut ion  and I say that 
because the prev ious  govern ment  asked for m o n ies 
and received m o n ies to promote metric convers i o n  i n  
the Prov ince  o f  Man itoba. 

In fact, when the M e m ber for Sturgeon C reek was 
M i n ister of Eco n o m i c  Deve lopment ,  u nder his d i rec­
t ion ,  they were busy p ro m ot i n g  i t  in var ious ways 
u s i n g  taxpayers' m oney to promote metr ic conver­
s ion  i n format ion i n  the p rov i n ce. I ' m  not cr it i c i z i n g  
h i m  f o r  i t ,  but  I ' m  j u st po i n t i n g  that o u t .  Maybe h e ' s  n ot 
aware of i t .  He shou ld  be,  if he isn 't aware of i t .  -
( I nterject i o n ) - You are aware of i t .  

Wel l ,  M r .  S peaker,  I wou l d  l i ke to refer the h o n o u r­
ab le  mem ber to the  a n n u a l  report of h i s  department  
for  the  year  1 981 . O n  page 32,  t h i s  i s  for the  year 
e n d i n g  March 3 1 , 1 98 1 . So th is is  a report of h i s  
department  when the Conservatives were i n  govern­
ment and  the  M e m ber  for Sturgeon C reek was the 
M i n ister .  I t  states o n  page 32 ,  u n der  Report of the 
M a n itoba R esearch Cou n c i l  w h i c h  i s  an  agency 
respons i b l e  d i rectly  to the  M i n i ster of Eco n o m i c  
Deve lopment .  I t  states that :  

"On a demand basis ,  1 33 peop le  were prov ided 
i n format ion about standards i n  metr ic convers i o n . "  
Wel l ,  that's f i ne ,  but  then ,  g e t  th is ,  - ( l nterject i o n ) ­
yes, g e t  t h i s ,  "A proposal  f o r  a metr ic i nformat ion  
centre a t  the  I nd u str ia l  Tec h no logy Centre," that's 
here in W i n n i peg in the St .  B o n i face area, "was a lso 
s u b m i tted to the M etr ic  C o m m iss ion in  Ottawa" -
( I nterject i o n ) - wel l ,  M r. Speaker,  whether it was 
approved or  not i s  bes ide the po int ,  that's bes ide the 
po int .  I s  the  Mem ber for Stu rgeon C reek now te l l i n g  
us - ( I nterject i o n ) - wel l ,  I q u ote agai n ,  M r. Speaker,  
from page 32 of the Off ic ia l  Report of the  Department  
when th is  Mem ber for Sturgeon Creek was the M i n is­
ter respons ib le :  "A p roposal  for a metr ic i nformat ion  
centre a t  the  I nd ustr ia l  Tec h no logy Centre was  a lso  
s u b m itted to the  Metr ic  C o m m iss ion i n  Ottawa. "  For  
years the M e m ber for Stu rgeon C reek was tel l i n g  h is  
department to go to Ottawa, make a p roposal bet:ause 
we want to have a metr ic i nformat ion  centre here.  
Wel l ,  that i s  the proposa l ;  e i ther he approved of that or  
d i d n ' t  approve of i t .  I f  he - ( I nterject ion ) - wel l ,  i t 's 
wro n g .  I don't know - ( I nterject ion ) - yes this report 
was tabled by o u r  M i n ister, but  that's s i m p ly  because 
we're now the government  but  th is i s  a report for the 
year  e n d i n g  March 3 1 , 1 98 1 . So ,  somet i m e  i n  the  Year  
of o u r  Lord Apr i l  1 ,  1 980 to M arch 3 1 , 1 98 1  the 
Mem ber for Stu rgeon Creek approved i n i t iat ive by h is  
department  to seek and to locate in  the  C ity of W i n ­
n i peg i n  the Prov i n ce o f  M a n itoba a metr ic i nforma­
t ion centre .  

I s imp ly  say that the words of mem bers opposite are 
rather  ho l low and rea l ly we can't  take them seri ous ly .  
S u re ly ,  we c a n n ot take the  Conservatives ser i ous 
because for fou r  years they came to th i s  Leg is la ture 
and asked for m o n ies to assist i n  the process of metr ic  
i nformat ion  d isse m i n at ion  and  they got money from 
the Leg is la ture and,  i n deed, t hey carr ied on  and  they 

had staff engaged i n  th is .  So,  I s i m ply  say, Mr .  
S peaker,  i f  the M e m ber for  Sturgeon Creek and the 
Conservative Govern ment of the  now Leader of  the  
Opposit ion was s i n cere with the i r  concern  about  the 
metr ic system ,  then I wou l d  say they wou l d  n ot have 
come to . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease, order p l ease. The 
H o n o u rab le  M e m be r  for Stu rgeon C reek on  a po i n t  of 
order.  

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. Speaker,  o n  a point of o rder .  
The M i n ister keeps o n  i ns ist i n g  that the  p rev ious gov­
ern ment  put  money i nto the promot ion  of the m etr ic 
system ,  that. i s  absol utely wrong a n d  i f  he says i t  again 
he is  m i s lead i n g  the House.  I t  i s  wrong .  

MR. SPEAKER: That d ispute over the  facts does not 
amount  to a po int  of order.  

The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of Com m u n ity Affai rs. 

MR. EVANS: M r. Speaker, the fact i s  that t he re are 
staff engaged in metric convers ion  i n format ion d is­
sem i n at ion  and as we said they answered i n q u i r ies 
and so on and I ' m  not cr it i c iz i n g  the d isse m i nat ion of 
i n f o r m at i o n .  I t h i n k  i t ' s  a reas o n a b l e  t h i n g  
- ( I nterject i o n ) - wel l ,  of cou rse n ot ,  but what I a m  
po i n t i n g  o u t ,  M r. Speaker ,  i s  the  hypocr isy ,  the  sheer ,  
tota l ,  u nadu lterated hypocrisy of the Conservative 
oppos i t ion when they br ing  a reso lu t ion  l i k e  t h i s  i n .  
I t 's r i d i cu lous ,  tota l l y  r id icu lous .  

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. I bel i eve that  the words 
hypocrite and hypocr isy are genera l ly  cons idered 
u n par l i amentary with i n  th i s  C h a m ber.  I wou ld  sug­
gest to the  Honou rab le  M i n i ster that he  not use them,  
recons ider  h is  words in  the future. 

MR. EVANS: Okay then ,  M r. Speaker,  i f  the word 
hypocr isy is n ot su i tab le we' l l  certa i n l y  w i thdraw i t .  I 
can s i m p l y  say that they're engaged i n  a g reat pre­
tense,  an exercise of p retense,  s u re ly  they don 't . . .  
you k n ow,  the  Mem ber for Rob l i n ,  very f i ne  fe l low, 
good fe l l ow and certa i n l y  he  does a good job in 
represe n t i n g  his r i d i n g ,  but  s u re ly we can't  take h i m  
ser io u s  a n d  w e  can't  take mem bers opposite who 
support t h i s  reso l u t i o n ,  serious .  I f  we look at the  act iv­
i t ies of the  department ,  when the  M e m ber  for Stur­
geon C reek was the  M i n ister you ' l l  see that they were 
engaged in act iv i t ies; th i s  cost the taxpayers money to 
have staff in that p rocess. And do you t h i n k  you can 
go to Ottawa and make th i s  proposal  w i thout  any 
expense whatsoever? A n d  i f  I had the t ime I 'm s u re I 
cou l d  go through  other reports a n d  d i g  out  other 
specif ic  references to metr ic convers ion  i nformat ion  
bei n g  d isse m i nated when the Honourable Mem ber 
for  Stu rgeon C reek was M i n ister .  So,  I repeat I ' m  n ot 
knock i n g  the efforts of the M e m be r  for Sturgeon 
C reek when he  was M i n i ster, I 'm not at a l l .  I s i m p ly  
want to rem i n d  h im ,  and  I want  to rem i nd h i s  leader,  
and I want to rem i n d  his co l l eag ues that for four years 
we su pported the metr ic convers ion  system in t h i s  
prov i n ce by s u p port i n g  the Est i m ates o f  the  Depart­
ment  of Eco n o m i c  Development .  
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M r. S peaker,  we reviewed the Est imates of the 
Department  of Eco n o m i c  Deve lopment,  u l t i mately 
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they were passed by th i s  assemb ly .  But  the po int  is i t  
was the M e m ber for Stu rgeon Creek ,  the Conserva­
t ive Govern ment  of the day, that came to us and asked 
u s  for certa i n  sums of money and this Leg is lat u re d i d  
vote certa i n  sums of money and a port ion  o f  those 
sums of money,  maybe a very s m a l l  amou nt ,  perhaps 
an  i ns i g n i f icant  amount  in the total  spectru m of 
th ings ,  but  neverthe less the pr inc ip le  is  i m portant .  
The  point  i s  that they were j ust as act ive in  promot i n g  
metr ic  convers ion  as any government  was i n  Canada 
from m y  perspect ive and  I say therefore any words 
from the mem bers o pposite are p u re ly h o l l ow; they 
can n ot conv i nce me;  they can n ot convi nce the peop le  
of M a n itoba that a l l of a sudden that  there i s  some­
t h i n g  wrong here and  we've got to s low down the 
system .  Wel l -mean i ng as the Mem ber for Rob l i n  may 
be. h e  s i m p l y  doesn't  k now what has been going on  i n  
the past fou r  years. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the q uest ion?  

QUESTION put o n  the amendment, MOTION carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for T u rt le  
M o u ntai n .  

MR. RANSOM: Ayes and  nays. 

MR. SPEAKER: Cal l  in the mem bers. 
O rder  p lease. The q uest ion before the House is  the 

p ro posed amend ment of the Honourable M e m ber for 
G i m l i  as fo l lows: 

That the  p roposed mot ion be amended by de let i n g  
the l ast parag raph thereof and  su bstitut i n g  therefore 
the fo l lowi n g :  

B E  I T  T H E R E F O R E  R ESOLVED that th i s  Leg i s la­
t i ve Assem b l y  u rge the Govern ment  of Canada to 
h o n o u r  the m a i n  tenets of the Wh i te Paper o n  metr ic  
convers i o n  in  Canada,  and  that attent ion be pa id to 
the warn i ngs and  caut ions conta i ned in  the  w h i te 
paper.  

A STANDING VOTE was taken ,  the res u l t  bei n g  as 
fo l lows: 

YEAS 

M essrs. Ashto n ,  Cowan,  Desjard ins ,  M rs.  Dod ick ,  
Messrs.  Doern , Evans ,  Ey ler ,  Harap iak ,  M rs .  Hem­
ph i l l ,  M essrs. Lecuyer,  Mack l i n g ,  Pawley, Paras i u k ,  
Penner ,  Ms .  P h i l l i ps ,  M essrs. P l o h m a n ,  Schroeder, 
Scott ,  M rs .  S m i th ,  Messrs. Stor ie ,  Usk iw.  

NAYS 

Messrs. B rown,  Downey, D riedger,  E n ns .  F i l m o n ,  
Gou rlay, G raham,  M rs.  Ham mond ,  M essrs. Hyde,  
J o h nsto n ,  K o v n ats ,  Lyo n ,  M a n ness ,  M c K e n z i e ,  
Mercier .  N o rd m a n ,  Ranso m ,  Sherman .  

MR. CLERK, Jack Reeves: Yeas, 2 1 ;  N ays, 1 8. 

MR. SPEAKER: The amend ment is carr ied.  
O n  the  p ro posed reso l u t i o n ,  as amended. A re you 

ready for the question?  
The Honourable Mem ber for  Stu rgeon C reek.  

MR. JOHNSTON: M r. Speaker ,  I was m a k i n g  refer­
ence to the metr ic system the other day and when I 
made reference to it I sa id that the h o n o u rab le  
mem bers o n  the  other  s ide  have a lways been for the 
metr ic  system and that creates q u ite a b i t  of t u r m o i l .  I 
d i d  say that it was the M e m be r  for E l mwood w h o  h ad 
made statements t ry i n g  to conv ince us to get go ing  
wi th  the met r ic  system i n  M a n itoba and  I sa id  the  
M e m ber for  B randon  East  had made t h at .  I made a 
m istake it was the  M e m ber for St .  Joh n ,  the p rev ious 
M e m ber for St .  John I m i g h t  add .  He's n ot here now 
but h e  has m o re i nf l uence in  that party than  anybody 
else s i tt i n g  over there I can tel l you that .  

M r. S peaker,  M r. Doern happened to say on  A p r i l  
2 3 ,  1 979: " M r. Speaker ,  I 'd l i ke to d i rect m y  q uest i o n  
to the  M i n ister of Labour ,  i n  v i ew of some of the  strong 
com ments made by the  C i ty M anager say i n g  that 
Man itoba is act i n g  l i ke a metr ic ostr ich  and that we're 
c l i n g i n g  tenac ious ly  to the o ld  I m per ia l  u n i ts .  I wou ld  
ask  h im whether he  had any c o m ments o n  h i s  govern­
ment's i ntent ion  to i ntrod uce metr ic  b u i l d i n g  code i n  
Man itoba? 

The accusat ion  in i tself  w h i c h  says that we were 
bei ng  l i ke ost r iches is rea l l y  say i n g  t h at we weren't  
mov i n g  ahead wi th  the  metr ic system in the  Prov i n ce 
of M a n itoba.  You k n ow,  Mr .  Doern , after  M r. M a c M as­
ter, sa id  he had no correspondence or no com ment  on 
it. He said ,  M r. Speaker ,  I wou ld  l i ke to ask the  
Attorney-Genera l ,  s i n ce one of the measu res that 
wou l d  encou rage metr i f icat ion  i n  the p rov ince  wou ld  
be t h e  acceptance of metr ic  measu res i n  the  Land 
T it les Off ice,  whether he  i ntends to i nt roduce leg is la­
t i o n  t h i s  sess i o n  to a l l ow that type of p rocedu re i n  the  
Land T i t l es  Off ice? Wel l ,  the  Attorney-General  at that 
t i m e  a nswered , M r .  Speaker ,  a n d  he sa id  that they 
h ave a lways accepted metr ic i n  the  Land Tit les Off ice .  

Wel l ,  M r. S peaker, we a lways accepted bot h .  We 
d i d n ' t  bel i eve i t  was i l legal  to do one o r  the other the 
way the  Federal Govern ment  be l ieves i t 's  i l l ega l ,  so 
we m ade i t  a freedom of cho ice ,  M r. S peaker.  

M r. Speaker ,  the M e m be r  for E l mwood also said 
perhaps the  M i n ister of N o rthern Affai rs cou l d  pass i t  
onto the  C ity .  I wou l d  l i ke  to ask the  M i n ister of Eco­
n o m i c  Deve lopment  whether he  has any c o m ment  on 
the C ity Manager's remarks that M a n itoba,  as the  
res u l t  of d rag g i n g  i ts  foot  o n  the metr ic  system,  w i l l  
w e  be l eft o u t  o f  t h e  n at iona l  economy a n d  t h at we' l l  
pay a prem i u m  p r i c e  f o r  non-metr ic  p rod u cts.  M r. 
S peaker ,  I answered h i m ,  no ,  we won' t  be.  So,  the  
M e m ber for  E l mwood agai n i s  say i n g ,  h e  sa id  we a re 
d rag g i n g  out  foot w h i c h  is an i n s i n uat ion  w h i c h  con­
t rad i cts the Mem ber for Brandon East ,  the  H o n o u r­
ab le  M i n i ster,  that we were n ot m ov i n g  fast on the  
metr ic system when  we were government .  M r. S peaker, 
the same year we made i t  very c lear ,  o n  M arch 29, 
q uest i o n i n g  in the H ouse, the  H o n o u rab le  M e m ber  
for St .  J o h n ,  he was very concerned about  the 
rem a rks I had made regard i n g  the metr ic  . . .  

1728 

MR. SPEAKER: O rder p lease. The t i m e  bei n g  5 :30 
when we next reach th i s  resol ut ion  the  h o n o u rab le  
mem ber w i l l  have 16  m i n utes. 

The C h a i r  w i l l  enterta i n  a mot ion to  adj o u r n  the  
House.  

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr.  S peaker,  I would m ove,  
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seconded by the  H o n o u rab le  M i n ister of G overn ment  
Services that the House do now adjourn .  

MOTION presented and carried a n d  t h e  H o use 
a dj o u r n ed and stan d s  a dj o u rned  u n t i l  2 : 00 p . m .  
tomorrow afternoon.  (Thu rsday) 
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