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CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY - HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

MR. CHAI RMAN, Harry M. Harapiak (The Pas):  I ca l l  
the C o m m ittee to order.  We're on  H i g h ways a n d  
T ransportat ion ,  on  9 . ( a) ( 1 )  Salar ies - the M e m ber for 
V i rden .  

MR. HARRY G RAHAM (Virden): Thank you ,  M r. 
Cha i r m a n .  I don ' t  k n ow if I ' m  g o i n g  to ta lk  about  
9 . (a ) ( 1  ) ,  I t h i n k  we've been fol lowi n g  a p retty general  
t h i n g  on  th is and  I h ave a few q uest ions  I 'd l i ke to ask 
the  M i n ister regard i n g  the  operat ion  of the  H i g h way 
Traff i c  Board. If it's agreeable to p roceed o n  

M R .  CHAI RMAN: M r. M i n ister. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Cha i rman ,  perhaps before we do 
t hat, I wou ld  l i k e  to go back to answer a q u est ion that 
was put  to me by t h e  M e m ber for Pembina ;  namely ,  
the  other  i n c reases i n  costs u nder Other Expendi­
t u res .  I h ave a b reakdown of those, i t  i nvolves honora­
r i u m s  for four  doctors,  I t h i n k  i t 's  doctors, a n d  one l ay 
person of $30,000, t h i s  is a Med ica l  Review Com m it­
tee; 2 ,000 cop ies of The H ighway Traff ic  Act for l aw 
enforcement agencies ,  $9,000; computer p rocessi ng 
i n c rease of $8,900; a n d  p u rc h ase of 1 2  cash reg isters, 
w h i c h  s h o u l d  br i n g  u s  a lot of money s i n ce the cash 
reg isters are $44,000.00.  T h at's in addit ion to the 
$ 1 . 1 65 m i l l i o n  i ncrease in the  new cost-shari n g  for­
m u la .  That exp la ins  the  tota l ity in the  i n c rease in that 
I tem.  

M R .  CHAI RMAN: The Member  for V i rden ,  you were 
on the  s peaker's l ist f i rst but  wou ld  you permit  the 
M e m ber for Pem b i n a  to go f i rst. 

MR. G RAHAM: The h o n o u rab le  mem ber can g o  f i rst. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m be r  for Pem b ina .  

MR. DONALD ORCHARD (Pembina) :  Those honor­
ari u ms are for a l l  f ive people ,  the  f ive doctors p l u s  the  
lay person? 

MR. USKIW: Yes. 

MR. O RCHARD: Of 30,000 eac h ?  

MR. U S K I W :  No,  30,000 i n  tota l .  

MR.  ORCHARD: Oh,  i n  tota l .  Okay.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for V i rden . 

MR. GRAHAM: Thank  you ,  Mr .  Cha i rman .  I wou l d  
l i k e  to ta lk  f o r  a l i t t le  w h i le a b o u t  the H i g h way Traff ic  
Board and the role of the  H i g h way Traff ic  Board . 
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MR. USKIW:  J u st on a po in t  of order,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  
Shou ld  we not pass those i t e m s  u p  to that po int  and  
then get  i nto that sect ion?  

MR. G RAHAM: I f  you want  to .  

MR. ORCHARD:  I 've got some q uestions  o n  some of  
them.  

MR. USKIW:  O h ,  because we're g o i n g  back  a n d  forth 
al l  over the p l ace. 

MR. G RAHAM: We h ave had a g eneral  free wheel i n g .  

M R .  USKIW: Okay, a ll r ight .  

MR. GRAHAM: Thank you ,  M r. Cha i rman .  The  H i g h ­
w a y  T raff ic  Board,  a s  I u nderstan d  i t ,  h a s  a fai r ly  bas ic  
ro le  to p lay i n  the Prov i n ce of M a n itoba and one  of i t s  
funct ions  i s  to p rotect for the  pub l ic  use t h e  pub l ic  
h i g h ways of t h e  prov i nce,  and  to e n s u re t h at those 
h i g h ways are kept relat ively free and  open for the 
p u b l i c  to use.  There has been a role for the H i g hway 
Traff ic  Board to play and  i t  has been fa ir ly active in the 
app l icat ions  of var ious i n d iv idua ls  in soc iety to c l a i m  
o r  to  req uest access to the  p u b l i c  h i gh way system.  I 
f u l l y  recog n ize the role of the Board i n  ensur ing  that  
the  h i g h ways s h o u l d  be kept relat ively f ree a n d  unen­
c u m bered a n d  every t ime you h ave an access, i t  does 
c reate some p roblems to the  free and  easy movement  
of t raff ic ,  but  there a re certa i n  p laces where i t  i s  rela­
t ively i m poss ib le  to prevent  access to p u b l i c  h i g h ­
ways and t h at happens w h e n  y o u  fa l l  i nto a fai r ly  
popu lated area, say  a town o r  a v i l l age w here t h e  
h i g h way g o e s  t h rough  the t o w n  and the recogn i zed 
subd iv is ions  of t h at area d i ctate that i t  i s  relatively 
i mposs ib le  to prov ide access roads with l i m ited 
access,  so i t  then comes aro u n d  to the po in t  whether 
you  accept o r  reject an  app l i cat ion  for a person to get 
access to their property. 

It  has a lways been my u ndersta n d i n g  and I may be 
in e rror o n  t h i s  because I 'm not a legal  m i n d  at al l ,  but  I 
have a lways been u nder the i m p ression  t h at when­
ever a person buys a p i ece of property h e  has  reason­
ab le  g ro u n d s  to bel i eve that  he w i l l  h ave access to  that 
property. I ,  earl ier  today, s u b m i tted to the M i n ister a 
copy of a letter I received j ust th i s  past weekend from 
a person ,  who is  ad m itted l y  not a const i tuent  of m i ne ,  
but  a person w h o  has app l ied for a permit  to access to 
h i s  p roperty, was den ied and appealed that decis ion  
a n d  was  den ied agai n .  

I ' m  n ot p lead i n g  t h e  part icu lar  case o f  that o n e  
i n d iv idua l ,  b u t  I want t o  br ing  it  t o  t h e  M i n i ster's atten­
t ion t h at th is i s  probably a typical  case of many ,  many 
cases that come before the H ighway Traff ic  Board 
d u r i n g  the c o u rse of a year and I t h i n k  that we sho u l d  
rev iew i n  a very genera l  d i scuss ion the r o l e  o f  t h e  
H i g h way Traff ic  Board a s  i t  i m pacts on  society, 
because I d o n 't bel ieve anyone wants to see develop­
ment  i n  t h i s  c o u ntry den ied because of reg u l at ions  or 
a part ic u l a r  act iv ity of one  branch of govern ment .  I 
thi n k  the  p h i l osophy of government shou ld  be to 
ass i st peo p l e  to ex ist in a society w here they h ave 
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harmony a n d  good fe l l owsh i p  and  everyone can l ive 
and e njoy the benefits that soci ety in its co l lective 
wisdom can prov ide .  

We do f i n d  from t ime  to t ime that some of the reg u­
lat ions ,  some of the act iv i t ies of a part i cu lar  branch or  
a part icu lar  g rou p of peo p l e  does i n  fact  p revent that 
and  I 've become somewhat concerned when a part ic­
ular board , wh ich has the o b l igat ion  to protect the 
highway system ,  probab ly  leans  overboard and  cer­
tai n l y  i t  p rotects the highway system ,  but at what cost 
to society .  I thi n k  that we have to rev iew very caref u l l y  
the r o l e  o f  that Board and  the i m pact that i t  has when 
its arbitrary dec is ions  can p revent  deve lopment ,  can 
prevent d eve lopment ,  can antag o n ize a com m u n ity 
and can in fact detri menta l l y  harm the best of i n ten­
t ions of  a part icu la r  i n d iv idua l  i n  society .  

I wou l d  certa i n l y  at this t ime w ish to hear the v iews 
of the M inister in rel at ionshi p to the act iv i t ies of that 
part icu lar  Board and  its i m pact on society.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: M r. M i n ister.  

MR. USKIW: Mr .  Chairman,  the H ighway Traff ic Board 
rea l ly  is  not the j u risd ict io n .  o r  the authority rather ,  
that has control  and  j urisd ict ion over the exam p l e  that 
the M e m ber for V i rden c ites .  I be l ieve that part i cu lar  
highway i s  pr imar i ly ,  i n  fact sole ly ,  the repon s i b i l i ty of  
the department  u nder The Department  Act .  PR's  are 
not genera l ly  ru led u pon by the Traff ic  Board u n less 
they're des ig nated for the Board to have j u r isd ict ion 
over  the m .  PTH's a n d  l i m ited access highways are the 
two areas where the H ighway Traff ic  Board d oes 
adj u d i cate u p o n .  

H owever, I w a n t  to i n d i cate a g reat d e a l  o f  s y m ­
pathy f o r  what the M e m ber f o r  V i rd e n  h a s  j u st s a i d .  
O v e r  the years and  d u ri n g  the t e r m  of o u r  govern ment  
previous ly ,  I ran i nto many s i tuat ions where excessive 
regu l at ion ,  in my op i n i o n ,  was restrict i n g  u n n ecessar­
i ly the f reedom of people a n d  whether it 's highways or  
whether i t 's  The P lan n i n g  Act o r  you  can n a m e  a 
dozen agenc ies that , because of str ict adherence to 
so-ca l led ru les a n d  a g reat lack  of d i scret io n ,  have i n  
my o p i n i o n  u nwise ly  dealt  a very heavy b low o n  some 
parts of o u r  soc iety .  I n  fact, I k n ow of exa m p l es which 
sho u l d  never be a d m i tted to because they are so g lar­
i n g  and s u ch bad exa m p l es of  m i suse of power, so i t 's  
probab ly  n ot wo rth even g o i n g  i nto them ,  but  I k n ow 
what the member i s  a l l ud ing to a n d  the idea l  wou l d  be 
to prov ide  a safe highway system and a safe access 
routes i nto towns and v i l lages and c i t ies ,  while at the 
same t i m e  n ot u n reasonably  hol d i n g  back the devel­
opment  o r  people that have a gen u i n e  app l i cat ion  and  
who are  not try i n g  to frustrate the system but are 
try i n g  m ere l y  to fac i l itate a n eed that i s  n ecessary to 
themselves. 

I don 't bel ieve, in the exa m p l e  that I have looked at, 
that i t 's really fa i r  to the property owner  to have been 
g iven a c l earance by whatever authority to s u bd iv ide  
property a n d  then to be told later ,  we l l  but  you can 't 
have access to the lots.  If there's n ot to be that devel­
opment ,  that dec is ion  sho u l d  be made somewhere 
e lse and I d o n 't k n ow i f  i t  sho u l d  be m ade ,  but i f  i t  
sho u l d  be i t  sho u l d n't  be made by the fact that the 
H ighways Deparment now doesn't want to g ive access. 
I t  sho u l d  be part of a larger p lan n i n g  p rocess. 

I know that I have appeared before the Board on 

behal f  of peop le  over the years and I fou n d  that where 
people were p repared to put up the deposit ,  which 
they m ust p u t  up i f  they want a heari n g ,  and plead 
the i r  case they often w i n ,  but many peop le  g et d i s­
couraged before they get to that point  through the 
frustrat ions from deal i n g  w ith bu reaucracy a n d  g ov­
ernment  a n d  j u st d rop the whole  idea;  consequent ly ,  
you have a lack of equ ity,  of j ust ice,  between people 
l iv i n g  i n  the same com m u n ity .  I know i t 's  a high w i re 
act ,  so to speak ,  that o n e  is i nvolved i n  betwee n  the 
overa l l  i n terest of the p u b l i c  and  the i nd iv idua l  rights 
that are in q u est io n .  It's n ot a lways that c lear  cut a 
dec is ion  or can it ever be c l ear  cut ,  I ' m  not certa i n ,  but  
I would hope that o n e  of the thi n g s  that we can do -
a n d  this is somethi n g  that I want to look at between 
Sess ions  w i th respect to thi s  d epartment  - i s  to f i n d  
ways a n d  means  of m i n i m i z i n g  red tape and u n d o  
restr ict ion f o r  the sake o f ,  shal l  we say, conve n ience 
wherever that ex ists. I know of a n u mber of s i tuat i ons 
that are very s i m i lar  to that r ight at the moment over 
which I have some concern myself, where i n  the ru le  of 
thu m b  says " n o" but all the log ic  on the other han d  
says it 's an  u n reasonab le  "no . "  

I j ust have to admi t  that the Member for V i rden 
probab ly  has a case that warrants l oo k i n g  at but  not  
from the p o i n t  of v iew that one  case ,  rea l l y  from a 
g e neral po l icy  po int  of v iew,  that w i l l  i m pact on that 
examp le  and  I i ntend to do that, M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. GRAHAM: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  maybe I d i d n ' t  
state the thi n g  q u ite as c lear. I t 's by bel ief that i n  the 
part icu lar  case that I referred to the M i n i ster that the 
person is i n  the p rocess of s u bd i v i d i n g  this lot  a n d  
p lan n i n g  a n d  desig n .  I n  order to g e t  it, h e  has t o  have 
c learance from a l l  of the various  thi ngs and at this 
po in t  H ighways is object i n g  to the subd iv i s ion  but  
that does n ot cha n g e  the s i tuat ion .  The who le  p u r­
pose is to deve lop ex ist i n g  l ots w ithi n the com m u n ity 
which are p resent ly  vacant and  can be deve l o ped 
wi thou t  the v i l lage hav i n g  to g o  to a huge separate 
s u bd iv is ion w ith a l l  the added costs and the u rban 
sprawl and  the use of good agri c u lt u ra l  land  for non­
ar igcu l tu ra l  p u rposes. When there are holes w i thi n 
the ex ist i n g  framework,  I thi n k  they sho u l d  be f i l l ed ,  
and here is  a case of one  that is  be ing  proposed to be  
f i l l ed and  i t  appears as though the Department  o f  
Hi g hways  i s  u n w i ll i n g  t o  a p p rove of  the p l a n  
s u bd iv is ion .  
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MR. USKIW: I ' m  not tota l ly  fam i l i ar with the t raff ic  
s i tuat ion  in  the a rea but  I know that there has to be a 
fa i rl y  c lear access route or a route of eg ress out  of any  
c o m m u n ity that is  not terri b ly  e n c u m bered , i f  i t ' s  at a l l  
g o i n g  to be f u n ct iona l .  I n  that part icu lar  com m u n ity ,  I 
don 't rea l l y  k now what the problem wou ld  be, but  I 
wou l d  appreciate the m e m ber leavi n g  that exa m p l e  
wi th me,  because I wou ld  l i ke to t a k e  a l o o k  a t  it  f r o m  a 
po int  of v iew of po l icy to see whether or not that is a 
case i n  po int  that m ay deve lop i nto a po l icy  frame­
work that cou ld  g ive d i rect ion to the department  on  
how they assess and adj ud icate on those k i n d s  of  
app l i cat ions .  I tend  to sym pathize with the appl i cant  
in  that , j ust from my very q u i ck  look at that exa m p l e ,  
Mr .  Chai rman ,  but  I don 't know a l l  o f  the other q u es­
t ions that have to be answered.  
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MR. G RAHAM: Mr.  Cha i rman ,  I am fam i l iar  w i th the 
area because I j u st l ive a l i t t le b i t  fu rther u p  the street 
a n d  whi l e  it's not in my const i tuency I do know the 
prob lem.  The access of PR 478 is  a ma in  access to the 
v i ll age from the south; i t  i s  n ot the o n l y  access to it, it 
is  one of the accesses, and i t  does carry a fa i r  degree 
of traff ic .  

So the concerns of the H ighway Department  are 
fa i rly leg i t i mate concerns,  and I ' m  not fau lt i n g  the 
perso n n el i n  the H i ghway Department  one  b i t ;  they 
are attem pt i n g  to protect the highway which is o n e  of 
the i r  jobs ,  but  at the same t i m e  we have to look at the  
overa l l  i m pact that i t  has on  the com m u n ity,  and  the 
development  of that com m u n ity,  and the alternat i ves 
that are open to the com m u n ity i f  the H ighway 
Department  is i ns i stent .  It means that deve lopment  i n  
that area ceases i f  there i s  n o  fu rther access. Were 
there room for a l i m ited access road , the problem 
wou ld  be hal f  solved,  but  when you ' re in  a comp letely 
s u bd iv ided area, that opt ion i s  n o  longer ava i lab le .  To 
provide a l i m ited access to that wou ld  req u i re the 
tak i n g  of half  of the lots that have a l ready been 
su bd iv ided .  

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman ,  I appreciate what the  
m e m ber i s  say i n g .  There are  m ore stri k i n g  exa m p les 
than that over which I have had some i nvolvement .  
That has  to do with highways l i ke Henderson H igh­
way north of W i n n i peg where on f i rst brush the  
department  w o u l d  l i ke to say ,  o r  the  H i g hway Traff ic 
Board in that i n stance,  wou l d  l i ke to say, no, i t 's  
u n s afe to add another access to that highway. And as 
a l ay person ,  I say you ' re f u l l  of it , because you 've 
a l ready got a m i l l i o n  and one accesses and one more 
i s n 't g o i n g  to make one hoot of d i fference,  and  it won't  
in  m y  o p i n ion .  You 've a l ready restricted the  f low of 
t raffic t here to the  point  of satu rat i o n  and I don 't t h i n k  
i t  m akes a n y  m ore d i fference there .  I t 's  rea l l y  a street 
that services a tremendous n u m ber  of peop le .  

So we do h ave to sort of ref i n e  o r  f i ne  tune ,  in  my 
op i n i o n ,  o u r  po l icy and o u r  t h i n k i n g  i n  l i n e  w i th  w h at I 
wou ld  cons ider  to be l o g i c  of a g iven s i tuat ion a n d  
that 's a l l  I can s a y  i n  response to t h i s  part i cu la r  exam­
p le .  I 'd be w i l l i n g  to look at t h at one ,  j ust in  that l i g ht .  

M R . G R A H AM: I t h a n k  t h e  M i n i s t e r  for h i s  
cons iderat ion .  

M R .  U S K I W :  Yes, that's f i ne .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for  Pernbi na .  

MR. ORCHARD:  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  a cou p le  of other 
areas I ' d  j ust l i ke to cover. U nder the D river L icen c i n g ,  
has the M i n i ster g o t  p l a n s  to b r i n g  i n  the b i l i n g ua l  
dr ivers' l i cences? 

MR. CHAI RMAN:  The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister. 

MR. USKIW: I ' m  to ld that that won't be o n  stream 
u nt i l  about October,  M r. Cha i rman .  

MR.  O R C H A R D :  H o w  a b o u t  b i l i n g u a l  v e h i c l e  
reg istrat ions?  

MR. USKIW: N ot at  th is  moment ,  M r. Cha i rman .  
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MR. O R CHARD:  Wou l d  it be fa i r  to ass u m e  that vehi­
c le reg istrat ions  w i l l  be ava i lab le  and b i l i n g ua l  by the 
next l icen c i n g  year, the February 28th? 

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman ,  g iven the d i rect i o n  that 
the p rov i n ce is now on wi th respect to that q u est i o n ,  I 
wou l d  l i ke to bel i eve that to the extent that i t 's  poss i­
b le and  pract ica l ,  we wou ld  want to keep exte n d i n g  
that service.  I t 's not a serv ice ,  i t ' s  a r ight accord i ng to 
o u r  Const i tut ion  so that in essence we m i n i m ize the 
prob lems with respect to that q u est ion .  J ust when we 
can br i n g  o nstrearn that p rov is ion ,  of course,  i s  some­
thi n g  yet to be determ i ned: (a) its des i ra b i l ity and 
need;  a n d  ( b) the t i m i n g .  I wou ld  tend to thi n k  that i t  
probably wi l l  be done ,  but  I h aven't dec ided o n  that 
quest ion nor  have we d iscussed it at t h i s  po i nt .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber for Pernbi na .  

MR. ORCHARD:  O n  the d rivers' l i cences ,  whi c h  
u n d e rstand a r e  corni n g  o n  i n  October or  thereabouts ,  
what w i l l  be the  system ?  Wi l l  th is be a b i l i n g ual  dr iv­
er's l i cence on req u est or w i l l  every M a n itoban's dr iv­
er's l i cence be b i l i n g ua l?  

MR. USKIW:  N o ,  they w i l l  a l l  be b i l i n g u a l ,  Mr. 
Cha i rman .  

MR. O R CHARD:  I s  there a part icu lar  reason for  
choos i n g  to g o  a l l  b i l i n g ua l  and  not ,  say ,  b i l i n g u a l  by  
req u est? 

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha irman ,  one reason i s  very obvious 
and  that i s  the  i nspect i o n  system wi l l  h ave to f1,Jnct ion  
in  both  languages. I f  you h ave a po l i ce off icer that 
apprehends a d river and  wants to v iew t h e  l icence,  
log ica l l y  one  wou l d  ass u m e  that person wou l d  h ave a 
r i gh t  to v iew it i n  e i ther  French  or E n g l i s h  as I u nder­
sta n d  o u r  ru les and the  Const i tut ional  prov i s i o n .  

MR. O R CHARD:  The q u est i o n  I asked w a s  - t h e  
M i n i ster i ntends t o  m a k e  a b i l i n g ual  l icence ava i lab le  
to  every Man itoban? 

MR. USKIW: You' re ta l k i n g  about a l icence p l ate? 

MR. O RCHARD: A d ri ver's l i cence,  and my q uest i o n  
w a s  why  w a s  i t  chosen to h ave every M a n i toban carry 
a b i l i ng ua l  d ri ver's l icence and not poss i b l y  make i t  
one ,  where i f  you so des i red a b i l i ngua l  one ,  you cou ld  
requ est i t  at  your  renewal t i me? 

MR. USKIW:  That wou l d  be a very d i ff i cu l t  p rocess, 
M r. Cha i rman .  We have households that are French­
E n g l ish that are  b i l i ngua l .  We have peop le  that may 
n ot appear to be b i l i ng ua l  but  who are b i l i n g ua l  and 
wou l d  want i t  that way. There wou l d  be n o  way of  
determ i n i n g  the desirab i l i ty of i t  between o n e  person 
and another; i t  wou l d  be a n i g htmare t ry i n g  to sort i t  
out in  my op i n i o n .  

Second ly ,  the  enforcement  end  w h i ch I a l l u d ed to a 
moment  ago,  it seems to me w i l l  have to be app l ied i n  
e i ther lang uage.  

MR. ORCHARD: I s  the M i n ister i n d i cat i ng to  m e  t h at 
there is g o i n g  to be both F rench and E n g l i s h  o n  each 
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l icence? I s  that correct? 

MR. USKIW: Yes. 

MR. ORCHARD:  Wel l ,  I fa i l  to see the enfo rcement  
problem i f  both  Fre n c h  and  E n g l i s h  are  on  the  l i ce n ce.  
I can't see where t here i s  the  enforcement  proble m .  

M R .  U S K I W :  M r. C h a i rm a n ,  i f  you h ave a ,  as I w o u l d  
s e e  i t  and  I ' m  o n l y  speak i n g  to t h e  q uest ion  i ntu i t i ve ly  
a t  the moment,  l et 's say ,  a Fre n c h  com m u n ity where 
the  sort of c o m m o n  l a n g uage o r  d a i l y  lang uage i s  
French,  t h e  l i ke l i h ood i s  that y o u  w i l l  p robably h ave a 
French-spea k i n g  e nforcement  off icer  w h o  may s peak 
E n g l i sh ,  but may be m ore at h o m e, s h a l l  we say, o r  at 
ease in h i s  own l a n g uage o r  her own lang uage and 
therefore a d u a l  l i cence o r  b i l i n g u a l  l i cence w i l l  fac i l i ­
tate that person - ( I n te rject i o n ) - w e l l ,  but  the  both 
w i l l  be there .  

MR. ORCHARD: I see what the  M i n ister i s  getti n g  at .  I 
can't see . . .  

MR.  USKIW: I t 's a n  i ntu i t ive 

MR.  ORCHARD: I don 't k n ow whether  h is  i ntu i t ion  
matches m ine  or  n ot but  n everthe l ess the  dec is ion  I 
take it has been made t h at as of October of t h i s  year ,  
l i cences w i l l  be issued b i l i n g ua l  in the  p rovi nce.  Driv­
ers' l i cences w i l l  be issued b i l i n g ua l  i n  the  prov i n ce .  

M R .  USKIW: Yes,  that's correct, M r. C h a i rman .  

MR.  ORCHARD:  The reg istrat i o n ,  the  dec is ion  o n  b i l ­
i ng u a l  reg ist rat ion  of veh ic les ,  w i l l  n ot be made u n t i l  
the  n ext veh i c l e  reg istrat ion  year? 

MR. USKIW:  Mr. Cha i rman ,  we' re n ot eq u i pped to 
deal  with that at the present t i m e ;  i t  seems to m e  that 
it 's log ica l  that the  who le  p rocess be looked at. 

M R .  ORCHARD:  I n  the reg i strat ion  now, what sort of 
a process - i s  that more com p lex to get i nto b i l i n g ual ,  
more cost ly, or  what's the  problem with  that?  

M R .  USKIW: Yes ,  M r. C h a i rman ,  t here i s  a t remend­
ous of complexity.  You h ave the  i ns u rance package 
that t ies in w i th  the  reg istrat i o n  system,  so that if you 
went that route,  obv ious ly  i t 's  g o i n g  to take some 
d o i n g  to put  that  k ind  of a package together. You have 
a m u l t i p l i c ity of agents that are h a n d l i n g  reg istrat ions  
throughout  t h e  prov ince  so there may even be a fa i r ly  
s u bstant ia l  tra i n i n g  component  i n volved a n d  so o n .  I 
don ' t  know what wou ld  be i nvolved but  I wou ld  t h i n k  
that i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  a p iece off before w e  are a b l e  to 
even look at i t ,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  i f  we are g o i n g  to.  

MR. ORCHARD:  Then i t  may be that bi l i ngua l  reg i s­
t rat ion  of veh ic les m ay n ot happen? 

M R .  USKIW: I 'm n ot certa i n .  

M R .  O R C H A R D :  H a s  t h e  M i n i ster g o t  a n y  costs i n  
t h i s  year's budget for t h e  switchover o f  t h e  d rivers' 
l i cences to b i l i n g u a l ?  

M R .  U S K I W :  I a m  advised that the  translat ion  has 
been done and it's a mere rep r i n t i n g  of forms t hat's 
i nvolved. There is n ot a su bstant ia l  cost item i nvolved . 

M R .  ORCHARD:  What m i g ht be an educated g uess 
on the cost then?  

M R .  U S K I W :  The department  feels that i t ' l l  be about 
$30,000, Mr .  Chairma n .  

M R .  O RCHARD: Are there any i n i at ives with i n  t h e  
department  t o ,  say, p u t  Drivers' H a n d books - I don 't 
be l ieve they're b i l i ngua l  now - is there any effort to 
trans late, you k n ow ,  B icycle Safety Handbook,  Driv­
er's H a n d book and a n u m ber  of the p u b l i cat ions  of 
the department  to  offer them in the French language? 

MR. USKIW: T h e  Driver's H a n d book has a l ready 
been trans lated i nto French  and the test papers, I 
be l ieve, are a lso trans lated. 

MR. ORCHARD:  Are there any other of the  more 
w i d e l y - u s e d  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  h a n d books  of t h e  
department  that w i l l  b e  t rans lated i n  the  near future? 

M R .  USKIW: N o ,  the  answer i s  i n  the  log ic  of i t .  O n ce 
you go down that route they w i l l  a l l  u l t i mately have to 
be i n  two languages,  M r. Cha i rman .  A l l  of the i n forma­
t ion  p i eces that  f low from the  department shou ld  be 
eventual l y  in the two languages. 

MR. ORCHARD:  M r. Cha i rman ,  the  l i cence p late 
contract has been let. Cou ld  the M i n i ster i n d i cate 
what the contract pr ice was for m a n ufacturi n g  on ly?  

M R .  USKIW: About $645,000, Mr .  Cha i rman .  
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MR.  ORCHARD:  Was that the  pr ice of - the success­
ful tender was l ocated in Wi n n i peg? 

M R .  USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr .  C h a i rman,  the  department  
c hose not to take the  low b id .  The  low b i d  came from 
out of provi nce .  

M R .  ORCHARD: Yes, I a m  fu l ly  aware of that a n d  the  
person chosen to do the man ufact u ri n g  i s  l ocated in  
Wi n n i peg . C o u l d  the  Mi n i ster i n d i cate i f  the $645,000 
was the pr ice of the tender as or ig i na l l y  s u b m itted 
when the cal l for tenders was received? 

M R .  U S K I W :  T h e  o r i g i n a l  s u b m i s s i o n  w a s  
$674,374.63.  

MR. ORCHARD:  The contract for the  ident ica l  work 
was awarded to that f i rm at a cost of $645, 000 eve n ?  

M R .  USKIW: Yes, the two f i g u res represent the  same 
work,  Mr .  Cha i rman .  

M R .  ORCHAR D :  So,  i n  o ther  words, to br i n g  the  
tenders c loser together the  department negot iated 
about a $30,000 red uct ion  to the manufacturer of the 
p lates? 

MR. USKIW: That's correct, M r. Cha i rman .  
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MR. ORCHARD:  Now, I not iced that the M i n i ster has 
fol l owed through with the persona l ized l i cence p late. 
H ave there been any app l icat ions  to date for the per­
sona l ized p lates? 

MR. USKIW: Not u n t i l  May 1 st are they g o i n g  to be 
rece ivab le  so to speak.  The app l i cat ions  are not out  
yet  to al l of the agents ,  M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD:  Has the department  ass ig ned a cost 
to the person that orders the persona l i zed p lates? 

MR. USKIW:  I t 's  $50 as I reca l l .  A set of three p lates 
for $50.00. 

MR. ORCHARD: Is the man ufactu rer  u n de rta k i n g  the 
m a n u factu re of the personal ized p lates wi thi n the 
$645, 000 total contract pr ice or is there an add i t iona l  
cost? 

MR. USKIW: This i s  a separate component  altogether 
a n d  there w i l l  be add i t iona l  cost and there w i l l  be a 
cost recovery. I n  fact, this  aspect of it sho u l d  be a 
profitable aspect, M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. ORCHARD:  That was  what we had i n  m ind  at  the 
t i m e .  Cou ld  the M i n ister i n d i cate what he was ab le  to 
negot iate a manufactu red cost on  the three p lates 
with the p late man ufactu rer? 

MR. USKIW: $7 per set. 

MR. ORCHARD:  That's not a bad bus i ness to be i n .  
C o u l d  the M i n ister i n d i cate what the cost was i n  
cha n g i n g  the col o u rs on  the l icence p late? H o w  m u ch 
b l u e  pa int  d i d  he have to throw away? 

MR. USKIW:  I u nderstand ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  there was a 
cost savi n g  i n  that we d i d n 't have to buy the b l u e  pa int  
a n d  there was some s u rp l u s  b lack pa int  aro u n d ,  so 
there was a cost savi n g ,  in fact .  

MR. ORCHARD:  The b l u e  paint had n't arr ived yet, 
then I take it .  

MR. USKIW: That i s  correct, M r. Cha i rman . 

MR. ORCHARD:  Was this the o n l y  reaso n that the 
M i n ister chose the red , white a n d  b lack because there 
was black pa int  aro u n d  that he cou ld  use? 

MR. USKIW:  N ot at a l l ,  Mr.  Cha i rman ,  I d o n 't m i n d  
poi n t i n g  o u t  t o  the M e m be r  for Pem b i n a  that we. 
thou ght those Tory co lours were a bit  m u ch. 

MR. ORCHARD:  Mr. Cha i rman ,  the M i n ister has j ust 
i nd i cated that red , white and b l u e  was chosen o n l y  
because i t  w a s  Tory co lours .  You know, the M i n ister 
u nder  a very per i pheral i n s pect i o n  could watch the 
te lev is ion  over the l ast cou p le  of n ights and see the 
Win n i peg J ets i n  red , white a n d  b l u e  carry i n g  Wi n n i p­
eg's and M a n itoba's co lours to the Nat ional  H ockey 
Leag ue .  The prov i nc ia l  f lag has the U n ion Jack o n  i t  
yet, which i s  red ,  white and b lue .  The M i n i ster makes 
l ight of this ,  but  that's a col o u r  that generat ions of  
Man itobans a n d  Canad ians  have defen ded this coun-
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try u nder ,  red ,  white and  b l u e .  A n d  i f  o n e  goes to 
col o u rs ,  a l though the M i n ister seems to be rather 
hu n g  u p  and poss i b ly  - I don't  thi n k  it was as m u ch 
this M i n ister as maybe some of his front-bench col­
lea g u es and  m aybe from the extreme e n d  of the 
bench that he's o n ,  that wou ld  cause the prob lem ,  
because you know red ,  white and  b l u e  a re  the colo u rs 
of, for i n stance,  Eng land  i n  the i r  f lag; the N etherlands  
have red , white and  b l u e  i n  the i r  f lag ;  New Zea land 
and Austra l i a  do;  Norway does ;  the USA does ;  I ce land 
does.  So does France for that m atter, and  France even 
has a soc ia l i st p res ident  r ight now, and I can't u nder­
sta n d  why they wou l d n 't l i ke the red ,  white a n d  b lue .  
But  i t  str i kes m e  d u m b, M r. Cha i r m a n ,  that the coun­
t r ies  that have red , white and b lack  are the Upper  
Volta;  South Yemen ,  a com m u n ist country; I raq ,  
whi ch i s  a rather q u est ionab le  cou ntry of hu m a n  free­
doms .  A n d ,  low and beho l d ,  L i bya has red , white and 
b lack ,  a n d  here th is  M i n ister has taken the colo u r  
schem e  of the C o m m o n wealth a n d  of the n a t i o n s  o f  
freedom i n  the world and su bst i tuted i t  f o r  the co lour  
scheme of L i bya.  

I 'm shocked,  d i smayed and not  very happy about i t ,  
as M a n i tobans are,  a n d  I say that , M r. S peaker ,  
because what M a n itoban could poss i b l y  n ot want to 
have a l i cence p late in red , white and b l u e ?  Now,  
wou l d  that not j u st abso l u te ly  t ick le  anybody's fancy? 
And I would suggest, Mr.  Cha i rman ,  that i f  this M i n is­
ter was to hold  u p  his red, white and  b lack l i cence 
p late  and  ask Man itoban s  which they wou l d  prefer, 
red ,  white and b lue ,  or  red ,  white and b lack ,  he m ight 
even f i n d  some of that 47 percent that voted for h i m  
l ast t i m e  wou l d  say, " W e  wou l d  m u ch p refer, red , 
white and b lue . "  

MR. USKIW:  M r .  Cha i r m a n ,  the m e m ber i s  o n l y  half 
ri ght when he suggests that we have a red , white and  
b l u e  p late .  After the sun  sets ,  M r .  Cha i r m a n ,  a l l  
col o u rs a r e  b l a c k ,  so i t ' s  merely the day l ight hours 
that wou ld  g i ve us the d i st i nct io n  that the m e m ber is  
look i n g  for .  The prob lem wi th m atch i n g  co lours ,  of  
cou rse, i s  compounded when we a l ready have the 
background i n  p lace, and  the red letter ing  i n  p lace -
puts us i n  a pos i t ion  of n ot too many  opt ions ,  M r .  
Cha i rman .  B lac k  seemed to be a col o u r  that w a s  the 
nearest a lternat ive to the b l u e  that was there that 
wou l d  l oo k  relat ively attractive ,  and rea l l y  the deci­
s ion  was based on  that . There i s  n o  d o u bt in  my m i n d ,  
Mr. Chai rman ,  that the Mem ber f o r  Pem b i n a  was 
push i n g  his  l u c k  a bit in try i n g  to p ro m ote the Conser­
vative  co lours on a fou r-year campa ig n to get re­
elected.  We wou l d n 't want hi m to s ucceed in that 
ventu re ,  M r. Cha i rman .  We thought i t  was a bit m u ch. 

MR. CHAI RMAN: The M e m ber for Rad isso n .  

M R .  GER A R D  LECUYER (Radlsson): Fo l lowi n g  
u p  o n  some of the q u est ions  that were asked earl ier ,  
can the M i n ister te l l  m e  what i s  the tota l  cost of pr i nt­
ing d river's l i cences? 

MR. USKIW: Driver's l i ce nces? 

MR. LECUYER:  Yes, the d river's perm it .  

MR. USKIW: M r. Chai rman ,  whi le  we're wa i t ing  for  
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that p iece of i n format ion I t h i n k  the M e m ber for Pem­
bina sho u l d  recal l  two t h i n g s :  the PCs lost the e lec­
t i o n  in N ove m ber,  and the J ets lost i t  the other n igh t .  
So,  there's no  log ic  i n  susta i n i n g  the o l d  co lours ,  a t  
l east not for  awh i l e  i n  Man i toba. 

About $50,000 i s  the answer to the q uest i o n  put by 
the Member for Rad isson.  

MR. LECUYER:  Then ,  M r. M i n ister ,  would I be cor­
rect i n  suggest i n g  that the f i g u re g iven awh i l e  ago was 
i ncorrect? When you stated awh i l e  ago ,  that the cost 
of pr i nt i n g  b i l i n g ua l  l i cences as c o m pared to the total 
cost of p ri n t i n g  the l icence,  you sa id  that the add i ­
t iona l  cost of pr in t i n g  the d river's permit  i n  b i l i n g ua l  
wou ld  be an add i t iona l  cost of $30,000.00? A n d  I 
m ight  suggest even fu rther ,  M r. M i n i ster, that the 
add i t ional cost i s  z i l c h .  

MR. U S K I W :  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  the advice t h a t  I have 
here i s  that there i s  an add i t iona l  cost. 

MR. LECUYER:  I f  you ' re tal k i n g  about the i n i t i a l  
translat ion i n  d o i n g  i t ,  but when you  state that ,  to  
p rovide a b i l i ngua l  l i cence costs an  add i t iona l  $30,000, 
I would g o  ahead and say that i s  i n correct. 

MR. USKIW:  Yes, the member is correct. I f  you're 
repri nt i n g ,  then the on ly  added cost is paper.  

MR. LECUYER:  There are n o  add i t iona l  paper costs, 
Mr. M i n ister,  i f  i t 's  p rovided,  b i l i n g u a l  d river's permit ,  
i t 's on  the same paper. 

MR. USKIW:  No, i t 's  a f i rst-t i m e  cost o n ly ,  M r. 
Cha i rman .  

MR. LECUYER:  That i s  as I bel i eved i t  to be. 

MR. CHAlRMAN: 9. (a) (1) Salar ies -pass;  9 . ( a)(2) 
Other Expend i t u res-pass; 9 . ( b)( 1 ) Salaries-pass; 
9 . ( b) (2) Other Expend i tu res. 

The M e m ber for Pem b ina .  

MR. O RCHARD:  Thank  you .  The decrease f rom l ast 
year to t h i s  year i s  str ict ly in the cost of the l icence 
p l ates, a m  I not correct in  assu m i ng that? 

MR. USKlW: Yes, that's r ight .  

MR. ORCHARD:  A re there any other i n c reases i n  
there that are beyond the ord i na ry cost i nf lat ion fac­
tors ,  any new program m i n g  that . .  

MR. USK IW: That i s  the s u m  tota l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  i s  
the  l icence p l ate com ponent - ( I nterject ion ) - the 
decrease, yeah .  

MR. CHAI RMAN: The Mem ber for l n kster. 

MR . DON SCOTT ( lnkster) : Mr. C h a i rman , I 'd l i ke to 
j u st make a po in t  of a prob lem I ran i nto a coup le  of 
years ago. We got the t h i n g  so lved with the co­
operat ion  of M r. Dygala and the M i n ister at the t ime ,  
the M i n i sters both  of H ighways a n d  of E nergy.  I n  
essence, we were do ing  a stu d y  o n  potent ia l  for 
energy conservat i o n  and u s i n g  a f leet of veh i c les i n  

Man itoba. I t 's  very d i ff icu l t  u s i n g  t h e  way t h e  stat ist ics 
are c u rrent ly  gathered i n  the reg i st rat ion of veh i c les , 
to be ab le  to watch how n ot o n l y  t h e  n u m ber  of veh i­
c les ,  but  a lso the type of veh i c les that are o n  the road . 
We have done u p  a prog ram;  Autopac has that,  and 
with the MVB's  perm iss ion ,  h ave ru n last  year's as wel l 
to g i ve us that u pdate. 

What I am suggesti n g  perhaps,  is that I wou ld  t h i n k  
i t  w o u l d  b e  a vsry usefu l m a n ag e m ent  t o o l  f o r  the 
Motor Veh ic le  Branch to have a better idea of the 
types of veh ic les that are o n  the roads in M a n i toba, 
that it s h o u l d  be good for the m a n agement  tools of 
both your  department and  the  Department of E nergy,  
so that we can make some forecasts in  the  Depart­
ment  of F i nance as wel l ,  I m i g ht add ,  because the  
amou nts of reven ues that are  g o i n g  to  be accru i n g  to  
the p rov i n c e  can be forecast fa i r ly  decent ly  when you  
look at  the types of veh icles and  the down-s iz i ng  of 
veh i c les that is p resently tak i n g  p l ace. I th i n k  that as 
far as a management too l ,  I know if I was i n  your  
pos i t ion  I wou l d  l i ke to be ab le  to h ave an  idea of what 
k i n d  of veh i c les are com i n g  on the market ;  what k i n d  
w e  c a n  ex pect both i n  reve n u e  generat ion from t he 
reg i strat ion  of m otor veh ic les ;  p l u s ,  for l oo k i n g ,  if we 
are and I wou ld  hope we are look i n g ,  to try and  con­
serve fue l  in Man itoba, especi a l l y  in the t ransporta­
t ion  sector, where there i s  so m u c h  room for fuel  
savi ngs that we're ab le  to m o n i tor  and  be ab le  to 
cal i b rate how m uch of the fuel sav ings  i s  a response 
by Man i tobans to switc h i n g  to  sma l le r  cars and cut­
t ing second and t h i rd fam i ly cars. 

The p ro g ra m ,  I m ight  add,  i s  a l ready ava i l able  and 
has a l ready been u sed twice at least. I t h i n k  t here's 
been actua l ly  four years done with i t  now from '78, '79, 
'80 and '81 . 

MR. USKIW: I ' m  j u st wonder i n g  whether the member 
wou l d  c lar i fy .  D id he say Autopac was do i n g  a m o n i ­
t o r  o n  i t ?  
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MR. SCOTT: A u topac has a l l  the records and  does a l l  
your com puter work for  the Motor  Veh ic le  Branch; the 
M otor Veh ic le  Branch does n ot p rocess the records .  I t  
co l lects the records and  Autopac d o e s  the c o m puter 
work o n  i t  and  that 's who you  have to g o  thro u g h .  
That's who we h a d  t o  get; I t h i n k  we g o t  $ 1 ,000 from 
the Department  of M i nes and Energy at that po in t  i n  
t i m e  t o  deve lop a p rogram a n d  t o  ru n a p rog ra m .  

M R .  USKIW: The Department  of E nergy i s  i nvolved i n  
a n u m ber o f  th rusts with respect t o  energy conserva­
t ion  i nvo lv i n g  other departments .  I n  fact, we are st i l l  
loo k i n g  a t  a n u m ber o f  thrusts i n  t h i s  department  
u n der the  energy sav ing  component  or  whatever they 
ca l l  i t ,  the T E M P  program,  w h ich isn ' t  onstream but  
that's a d i rect ion  that we're look ing at .  That 's  where i t  
fa l l s  u nder  m o re p roperly,  the Department  of Trans­
portat ion  rather  than  the Motor Veh ic le  Branch 
a ltho u g h  they may u t i l ize the data from the M otor 
Veh ic le  B ranch to come u p  with their  f ig u res. 

MR. SCOTT: Mr. Cha i rman ,  the reason I br i n g  i t  at 
t h i s  p o i n t  i s  because the perm iss ion  m ust be g iven by 
the Motor Veh ic le  Branch and the M i n ister respons i­
b le before you can go i nto the records of  that branch .  
That's the reaso n  I raise i t  at th i s  po in t .  
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MR. CHAI RMAN: 9. ( b) ( 1 )  Salar ies;  9 . ( b ) (2)  Other 
Expend i tures-pass; 9. (c) ( 1 )  Salar ies-pass; 9 . (c ) (2)  
Other Expend i tu res-pass; 9. (d ) ( 1 )  Salar ies-pass; 
9. ( d ) (2 )  Other Expe n d i t u res - the M e m ber for 
Pem b i na .  

MR. ORCHARD:  The ru m o u r  m i l l  has i t  that the 
Ass istant  Dep uty M i n i ster is  go ing to be ret i r i n g  
short ly .  I s  that . ? 

MR. USKIW: Mr .  Cha i rman ,  there is truth i n  the rum­
our. Yes , the Reg istrar has i nd i cated that h e  wants  to  
take ear ly  ret i rement  for persona l  reasons  and  we 
reg ret that  dec i s ion  q u ite frank ly .  H e  i s  a person that 
has been with us for many many years and  I k n ow he 
has a few years in  h im yet ,  q u ite a few q u ite frank ly  in  
my op in ion .  I respect though h i s  des i re for l i g hter 
t h i n g s  to do, so to speak, his desi re for some g reater 
i n volvement in l i fe away from the b u s i n ess worl d ,  so 
to speak.  I can ' t  fau lt a person for want i n g  to enjoy a 
longer  period of ret i rement than wou ld  be the norm i f  
that i s  thei r c u p  of tea .  Whi le  I say that ,  we do reg ret 
receiv i n g  the letter i n form i n g  us that he i ntends to 
ret i re fa i r ly  ear ly ,  namely ,  I t h i n k  by the end of J u ne of 
th i s  year. I have expressed my preferred pos i t ion to 
Mr. Dygala  and that wou l d  be that h e  carry o n  a l it t le  
longer ,  but I certa i n l y  don 't want to stand i n  the way of  
what he cons iders to be the r ight  t h i n g  to do in  h i s  
t i m e  i n  l i fe, b u t  w e  certai n l y  appreciate the services 
that he has g iven to the p rovi n ce for a good n u m ber of 
years. 

MR. O R CHARD:  M r. Cha i rman ,  I ' m  sorry to hear that 
t h i s  t i m e  the r u m o u r  m i l l  is  correct because in the t i m e  
t h a t  I worked w i th  the  Reg istrar he w a s  m ost co­
operat ive and provided the k i n d  of advice that you 
asked for. He m ay have d isagreed u po n  occas ion  but 
th at's o n l y  normal  and certa i n l y  d i d  p rovide a l ot of 
years of very ded icated service to the Department of 
H i g hways and Transportat ion  and to the Provi nce of 
Man itoba.  I can o n l y ,  o n  behalf  of Her M aj esty's Loyal 
O p posi t ion and my co l leagues who have been M i n is­
ters of H i g hways over the past n u m ber  of years and 
worked with M r. Dygala ,  our  s i ncerest best w ishes on  
h i s  ear ly  ret i rement .  We're sorry to see  h im g o  a n d  i t 's  
g o i n g  to be a b ig  job to f i l l  a n d  congrat u lat ions  on  the 
years of service you've put  in  M r. Dygala  and p lease 
accept our very best wishes .  

MR. USKIW:  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I 'm s u re that a l l  mem bers 
of the Leg is lat u re wou ld  want to s ha re those sent i ­
ments .  Had we been i n  the former c o m m i ttee struc­
t u re here ton i g ht ,  that i s  in the C o m m ittee of the 
Whole in the H o u se ,  I ' m  s u re that al l  m e m bers wou l d  
w a n t  to express that v iewpoi n t  and  I s i m pl y  wou ld  l i ke 
to say to Peter that we have been very fort u nate i n  that 
our relat ionsh i p  for over many years h as been a good 
one and that we, too, reg ret your leavi n g  Peter, but  we 
want to wish you wel l in your new ven t u re .  Perhaps 
you wou ld  want to respond ,  i t 's an  u n usua l  p roced u re 
but  i t 's  re lat ively i nformal  if you want to respo n d ,  
that's a l l  r ight .  

MR. CHAI RMAN: Leave? (Agreed) 

MR. PETER DYGALA: Thank you , M r. M i n i ster, hon-
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o u rab le  mem bers. I come u n p repared to g i ve a 
speech,  so I ' l l  be brief u n l ike  some people arou n d  the 
table somet i mes.  I have been with the provi nce for 31  
years or  w i l l  be s hort ly;  a l l  of those years have been 
spent with the M otor Veh ic le  Branch .  They've been 
i n terest i n g ,  excit i n g  and frustrat i n g  years somet i m es,  
bu t  o n  the whole I t h i n k  that perhaps I can see to at  
least  myself  that  here and there I d i d  a p iece of work 
that perhaps has he l ped other peop le .  Thank you very 
m u c h .  

MR.  CHAI RMAN:  W i t h  that ,  we' l l  pass the reso lu t ion .  
Reso lu t ion  N o .  88 .  Resolved tha t  there be g ranted 

to Her Maj esty a s u m  n ot exceed i n g  $ 1 2, 084, 1 00 for 
H i g h ways and Transportat ion for the Motor Veh ic le  
Branch for the f i sca l  year  end ing the 3 1 st day of  
March ,  1 983-pass. 

We' l l  g o  back to the f i rst item in H i g hways and 
Transportat ion , 1 .  General Ad m i n istrat ion ,  M i n i ster's 
Salary - The M e m ber for Pem b ina .  

MR. ORCHARD:  We' l l  get aro u n d  to that ,  M r. Cha i r­
man .  We o n l y  h ave another h o u r  and  f ive m i n utes to 
make o u r  m ot i o n .  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  the M i n i ster i nd i ­
cated t h a t  we c o u l d  d iscuss the ra i l  road abandoned 
rig ht-of-way's issue here and the M i n ister has this 
u n der review. I would u rge  h i m ,  as we have done in the 
House,  to comp lete that review as soon as possi b le 
and  get o n  wi th  the task of a l lowi n g  the adjacent 
landowners the opport u n ity to p u rchase that r ight-of­
way. I m ig h t  g ive the M i n i ster a l i tt le  backg rou n d  that 
he no  doubt has. 

This r ight-of-way t h i n g  has been an  issue for over 
fou r  years n ow and I have worked wi th  i t  when I was 
an M LA;  as a backbencher ,  I worked with it; for the 
M i n i ster of Econo m i c  Development ,  f i rst off ,  because 
that 's the department  i t  was put t h ro u g h .  Then i t  was 
transferred when I became H i g hways and Transpor­
tat i o n  M i n i ster to that department .  I t' s  been 4 years i n  
the m a k i n g ;  w e  f i na l l y  got the agreement about 6, 7 
m o nths ago from the Federal G overnment  that they 
were t ransferri n g  those r ig hts-of-way at a fai rl y  n o m i­
na l  cost.  We had c i rcu lated to a l l  the departments who 
m i g ht have an  i nterest i n  that l and  and  they,  the 
departments ,  i n d icated wh ich port ions  of r ig ht-of­
way shou ld  not be so ld .  Those wou ld  be ones adja­
cent to h i g hways or for Hydro or telephone r ig hts-of­
way; those have been reserved and w i l l  not be so ld .  
But  the other  ones ,  where they traversed farm land 
and pr ivate property ,  we cou ld  see no  benef it  to the 
cont i n ued ownersh i p  of them in  the Crown because 
there wou ld  be m a i ntenance costs, etc . ,  etc . ,  wou ld  
have to be borne  by the provi nce and  we i n st i tuted a 
sales progra m .  

I be l i eve what we d i d  i s  we ag reed to sel l a ha l f- m i le 
or q ua rter sect i o n  port ions  of r ight-of-way for a s u m  
o f  $ 1 00, a n d  that w e  bel i eved wou l d  cover the legal  
costs ,  paper work costs o r  at l east a reasonab le  por­
t ion  of i t .  I t  wou l d  n ot at the same t i m e  even though  
the r ights-of-way were g i fted to us  for  the pr ice of  
lega l  costs i nc u rred by Ottawa, i t  wou l d  not represent 
a p rof i t  m a k i n g  venture o n  behalf of the govern m ent ,  
nor  would i t  be a terr ib le  i m pos i t ion  upon the  lan­
downer to put  up $ 1 00 to acqui re the  rai l ways.  N ow 
that p rocess had started I s u p pose i n  about Sep­
tem ber, poss i b l y  October, but  I bel i eve i t  was Sep-
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tem ber, and we were d ispos i n g  r ights-of-way to the 
. farmers.  Now. the Minister stopped. that ;  there's a 

n u m ber of req u ests on h is  desk and I ' d  j ust l i ke the 
M i n ister to i n d i cate what  the cr iter io n  of h i s  review is ,  
and  when he wou ld  expect to have that review com­
p leted and proceed with the sale of those lands to the 
adjacent landowners. 

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman ,  one of the reasons for the 
cu rrent pos i t ion  i s  that we d i d n 't quite know and we're 
not at a l l  fam i l ia r  w i th  the cr i ter ia that was establ i shed 
by the prev ious g overn ment  with respect to the dispo­
sit i o n  of those lands .  Also, even if we d i d  k n ow, it may 
very wel l be that we wou l d n 't ag ree wi th  that  cr iter ia .  I 
wou ld  suspect that we w i l l  l i ke ly  agree with a lmost a l l  
o f  i t  b u t  w e  put  the w h o l e  th i n g  on  ho ld  i n  order t o  g ive 
us an opport u n ity to review that ,  so that in the event  
that we had some d i fferent pr ior i t ies in  some areas 
that we wou l d  be in a pos i t io n  to recapt u re for the 
r ight  of the provi nce those r ights-of-Way. But I d o n 't 
have any part i cu la r  knowledge where that w i l l  take 
p l ace. I t 's  j ust a m atter of a b i t  of caut ion  so that we 
don 't p roceed to the po in t  of  n o  ret u rn and then l ater 
o n  f ind out  that we shou ld  have held some of these 
p ropert ies for whatever p u b l i c  need. So the o n l y  p ro­
cess that has bee n  h o l d i n g  i t  up rea l l y  of late has been 
the Est i m ates' review process. 

S i nce Ag ri c u l t u re and H i g h ways are both in Com­
m i ttee at  the same t i me,  ne i ther  of us  are  ab le  to look 
at  the po l icy  as i t  was and to come u p  w i th  a determi ­
nat ion  as to whether  we ag ree w i th  i t  or  whether  we 
are  go ing  to make some changes.  But  I don 't bel i eve 
that is a lengthy p rocess; I t h i n k  we can do that rela­
t ively soo n .  You k n ow, once we're thro u g h  with o u r  
C o m m ittee w o r k ,  we' l l  have s o m e  t i m e  freed u p  for 
that .  

MR. ORCHARD: Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I apprec iate that 
answer and once again I wou l d  j u st p o i n t  out  to the  
M i n ister somet h i n g  he a l ready k n ows; that on  some of  
t h ose rig hts-of-way traverse good agr icu l tural  l a n d ,  
and  as spr i ng  approaches these peop le  w a n t  t o  k n o w  
whether they can rej uvenate these r ights-of-way and 
farm stra ight  through t h e m .  There i s  some cost 
i nvolved to the l a n downer i f  he ,  in the p rocess of 
rej uvenat ing these r ights-of-way and he's also very 
anx ious  to k now, i f  he does not own the property, who 
m i ght be mai nta ining it because there's a weed prob­
l e m  along some of fhem.  They've been a prob lem 
because abandon ded r ights-of-way are j ust that ,  
abandonded;  n o  one's look i n g  after them.  I would 
u rge the M i n ister to u ndertake that review as q u i c k l y  
as poss ib le .  

I th ink  he' l l  f i n d  upon  analys is  of the p rocess we 
went t h ro u g h  that we d i d  c i r c u l ate a l l  the depart­
ments .  We made s u re that none of the r ig hts-of-way 
were needed for other government  p u r poses. We g ive 
every mu n i c i pa l i ty the opport u n ity to say whether 
they wanted it for the i r  own m u n i c i pal work,  and o n l y  
after both levels  of government  i n  t h e  provi nce had 
t u rned down o r  i n d i cated they had no  fu rther  use for 
those r ig hts-of-way d id we then make them ava i lab le  
to the adjacent l a n downers .  I t 's  o n l y  to the adjacent 
landowners and I t h i n k  the M i n i ster w i l l  f ind the p ro­
cess to hail!'! bee n  p retty thoro u g h  and caught  most of 
the  hookers that are potent i a l l y  in there and was o n e  

worth proceed i n g  w i t h ,  so I wou ld  u rge h i m  w i t h  t h e  
g reatest of haste t o  do that because spri n g  fast 
a pproaches.  

MR. USKIW: Wel l I appreciate the comments, M r. 
Cha i rman .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourab le  Member for  T u rt le  
M o u ntai n .  

MR. A .  BRIAN RANSOM (Turtle Mountain) :  T h a n k  
you ,  M r .  C h a i r m a n .  I wou l d  l i ke to m a k e  a f e w  c o m ­
m ents o n  the s a m e  i t e m  and a s k  a c o u p l e  o f  q uest ions  
of the M i n i ster .  I have a l i t t le troub le  i n  accept i n g  h i s  
statement  that h e ' s  h e l d  u p  from decis ion-mak i n g  b y  
the Est i m ates' process. Real ly ,  of the t i m e  s i nce 
N ovem ber  30th ,  we haven't  been i nvolved i n  Est i ­
mates to a very g reat extent .  I'm wonderi n g  why i n  th i s  
case  the M i n i ster cou ld n't  j u st s i m p l y  accept the fact 
that the negot iat ions  had largely proceeded to com­
p l et ion  u nder the previous gove n ment  and  take the 
bu l l  by the horns a n d  say the dec is ion  was made a n d  
let i t  go so t h a t  th i s  decis ion can be completed.  

MR. USKIW: M r. Chairman,  I t h i n k  it 's on ly log ica l  
that when you  have a change in  government  that a 
n u m ber of areas are put on ho ld  a l m ost i nstant ly  j ust 
for the s i m ple  need of pol icy review. You k n ow,  the 
people of Man itoba, people of any provi nce who 
change the i r  government  want  a change i n  pol i cy .  I 
d i d n 't an tic i p ate any  part icu lar  changes that m ight  
occ u r  f rom t h i s  review process wi th  respect to rai l  
l i nes that a re abandoned, b u t  I t h i n k  w e  owe it to 
o u rselves and to the p u b l i c  at la rge  to at least look at 
what was there as a po l i cy and whether o r  not we 
c o n c u r  w i th  it , and i f  we do we proceed o n .  If we want  
to m ake some m i nor  changes we wi l l  make them but 
at l east we have to have that opport u n ity.  

The m e m ber  s u ggests that there was a n  awf u l  lot  of 
t ime s i nce N ovem ber 30th .  The fact of the matter i s  
that he k n ows that  a trans i tion of g overnment  at th i s  
t i m e  of  the year i s  one horrendous obstacle cou rse, 
M r .  Cha i rman ,  i f  the new govern ment  i s  g o i n g  to do its 
job at a l l .  You know,  the Est imates' process is ha l fway 
u n der way wh ich  means that the new M i n i sters h ave 
to g rapp le  w i th  an o n g o i n g  process that they may not 
even ag ree w i th  a n d  ·try to e i ther make some new 
p o l ic ies wi th i n  each department or  complete the pro­
cess that i s  there and suggest i n g  that they're g o i n g  to 
sk ip a year sort of t h i n g .  Then there's a l l  the other 
t h i n g s  that t ie  in w i th  the Est i m ates' review i f  one  i s  on 
Treasu ry Board,  which I was one of the M i n i sters 
havi ng to review all departments,  not on ly  the two that 
I am respons ib le  for. So the h o u rs i n  the day were 
somewhat short, I have to tel l  my friend from T u rt le  
M o u ntai n .  O n e  cou ld have perhaps red u ced persona l  
t ime to fou r  o r  f ive h o u rs out  of 24 i nstead of the s i x  o r  
seven but  that's bas ica l ly  where i t  was. 
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MR. RANSOM: M r. Cha i rman,  I can accept that if the 
g overn ment  w ishes to review areas of po l i cy that are 
of an o n g o i ng natu re that the g overnment  wou l d  want 
to review the po l i cy that had to do with the general 
sa le of Crown lands ,  for i nstance. This i s  a rather 
rest ricted s i tuat ion  l i m ited to a n u m ber of cases 
where i n d iv idua ls  bel i eved that they had a com m it-
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ment from the g overnment  that they were g o i n g  to get 
the land back .  Perhaps the M i n i ster doesn't rea l ize 
that th is is  caus i n g  s u bstant ia l  d i fficu l t ies for n u m bers 
of people certa i n l y  in my const i tuency and I ' l l  j u st g ive 
them an examp le  of one s i tuat ion where a ra i l  l i n e  
traverses a sect ion  o f  l a n d  that a farmer owns.  I t  
doesn't  happen to g o  d i rect ly  across, i t  cu rves i ts  way 
ac ross h i s  sect i o n ,  the land doesn't belong to h i m ;  the  
fences that  are s u pposed to  be keep i n g  catt le  f rom the  
r i g ht-of-way are  deter iorated to the po int  where they 
are no good any  longer; the farmer's i n  a s i tuat ion of 
h avi n g  to b u i l d  over two m i les of fence a long  that 
ri g h t-of-way to keep h i s  catt le  off of it when ,  i f  it was 
tu rned over to h i m  with 200 feet of fence,  he cou l d  
h ave the r ight-of-way fence. He's faced with that k i n d  
o f  s i tuat ion r i g h t  now because spr ing 's  co m i n g  u p ,  as 
the M i n ister knows, catt le  are go ing  to be go ing  out on 
to pastu re before too l o n g ,  and to that farmer, t h i s  i s  a 
very seri ous  problem that he faces and there are sev­
eral others l i ke h i m .  

S o ,  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  I wou l d  a s k  that t h e  M i n ister t ry 
and  make a dec is ion on these q u est ions at the earl iest 
o p po rt u n ity ,  t h i s  week if he poss ib ly  can .  He's g o i n g  
t o  h ave to m a k e  a dec i s i o n ,  i f  h e  keeps the l and ,  
whether  o r  n ot the  government  i s  g o i n g  to  fence i t  or  
cover any costs of weed contro l .  

A n d  a s  a l ast q uest ion  and a very specif ic o n e ,  M r .  
C h a i r m a n ,  I wou l d  l i ke to know f r o m  the M i n ister 
whether or  n ot h e  has ack nowledged the letters that 
he has received from people w i th  respect to h i s  m atter 
and what sort of an  a nswer, in genera l ,  that he's p ro­
vided to these peop le .  

MR. USKIW:  Wel l ,  n o ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I have not seen 
the letters that the mem ber a l l u des to.  After his q ues­
t ions  in the House the other day, I d i d  contact the  
peop l e  i n  t h e  department  who h ave a n u m ber of them 
a n d  who s i m p l y  h e l d  them pend i n g  a dec is ion  o n  
p o l i c y ,  w h i c h  probably i s  the wrong  approac h ,  they 
s h o u l d  h ave been acknowledged,  at least, i n d i cati n g  
t h a t  a po l i cy  dec i s ion  w i l l  b e  m a d e  later .  B ut ,  i n  any  
event ,  I gather  there are some ,  but  I h ave not  read one  
of t h e m  except i n g  for the one that was  handed to m e  
persona l l y  by the Mem ber f o r  N i akwa who h a n d e d  t o  
me h i s  letter persona l ly .  That's the on ly  one that I have 
read .  I don 't k now how many there are, I gather there 
are others; but  I have i n structed the department to 
proceed w i th  a review of those now o n ,  an ad hoe 
bas is, so that we don 't wai t  for the overa l l  po l i cy 
rev iew.  They may be very stra i g h tforward and easy to 
dec ide upo n .  I hope to do that in the next day or two i f  I 
have the  t ime .  

MR.  CHAI R MAN: The Member for  Turt le Mou ntai n .  

M R .  RANSOM: M r. C h a i rman ,  I know that my con­
stituents would be encou raged to hear that the M i n is­
ter is g o i n g  to try a n d  deal w i th  i t  w i th i n  the next few 
days, but they w i l l  be very d isappointed to learn that 
letters that were d i rected to the M i n ister, as far back 
as the m id d l e  of March ,  don't  get to the M i n ister.  I 
t h i n k  that some of h i s  co l leag ues espec ia l ly  have 
made a po in t  of say i n g  that t h i s  is an open govern­
ment, that the doors to the i r offices are open and 
peo p le  can a pproach them .  Here's a s i tuat ion where a 
good n u m ber of peop le  have had some faith i n  that 

and have written letters to the M i n ister expect i n g  
s o m e  response and n o w  w e  learn ton i g ht that t h e  
M i n ister hasn't  read the letters. I be l ieve I wrote a 
letter to the M i n i ster myself on the 24th of March 
bri n g i n g  i t  to h is  attent ion that these sorts of t h i ngs  
were happen i n g .  So,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I ' m  hopefu l  that 
the M i n ister w i l l  g i ve th i s  h is personal  attent ion before 
the end of the week because I expect it w i l l  rel ieve h i m  
of t h e  task o f  havi n g  t o  s i t  i n  a com m i ttee here very 
m u c h  longer .  

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I too am not s u re 
why they were n ot ack n owledged.  The normal  ru le  of 
t h u m b  in the off ice ,  as the  m a i l  comes i n ,  is to h ave an  
acknowledgment  of letters that are  rece ived , even 
though  the acknowledgment  mere ly  i n d i cates that a 
dec i s ion  or f u l l  answer w i l l  come l ater .  Maybe they 
have been acknowledged and I ' m  n ot aware of i t ,  M r .  
C h a i r m a n ,  but  i n  any  event ,  we w i l l  u ndertake to do 
the few that we do h ave in  very short order. 

MR. CHAI RMAN: The M e m ber for Portage l a  P rai r ie .  

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie) : Thank you,  
M r. Cha i rman .  M r. M i n ister,  I fa i led to br ing u p  a n  i tem 
that has been m y  concern for some t ime and I wish to 
br i n g  i t  to your  attent ion  now; that is the program of 
spray i n g  of o u r  h i g hways and byways, provi nc ial 
roads ,  i n  o u r  p rovi nce .  I ' m  very concerned of what i s  
go i n g  to happen i f  we don't  get  on  top of th i s  i ssue  
before too l o n g .  I spoke t h i s  afternoon to the Est i­
m ates of the  M i n i ster of Agr icu l tu re o n  the same top ic  
a n d  i t  i s  my w i s h  t h at y o u r  department ,  a long w i th  the  
Department  of Agr icu l tu re,  get  the i r  heads together 
and get o n  top  of t h i s  because,  as I said earl ier ,  i f  we 
don ' t  show some concern on  t h i s  issue it 's g o i n g  to 
g et out of h a n d  to the po i nt  that t h e  farmers are g o i n g  
to be u p  i n  a r m s  agai n and  I ' m  sure that y o u r  govern­
ment's got e n o u g h  trou b les with the farmers r ight  
n ow without  add ing  more to i t .  
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I don ' t  have to ment ion  the fact, but I w i l l ,  t hat we do 
h ave two nox ious  weeds that are  m ore common to us, 
that i s  the sow t h ist le and the Canad i a n  t h ist le ,  but the 
m ost seri ous  weed that i s  show i n g  up today is the 
m i l k weedj . I n  our area and, I bel ieve from what I 
u nderstan d  of my co l leagues that it is gett i n g  q u ite 
general  t h roug hout  the p rovi nce,  but  in our area 
t here, H i g h way 26, is bad ly  in n eed of some h eavy 
spray i n g  on that .  I want to say that the  road to Delta 
and  240 north of Portage, that has got to be - but  I 
can u nderstan d  i t ,  the d a m n  mars h es are there and 
the  sow t h ist le seeds are f ly ing  a l l  over the  ruddy 
cou ntry.  I don 't k n ow,  as I say ,  we m ust get o n  top of i t .  
I wou l d  hope t h at you ,  M r. M i n i ster ,  w i l l  look to t h i s  
ser io u s  problem and s h o w  s o m e  act i o n  towards t h at .  

MR. USKIW:  Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  you know environ­
menta l ly  I wou ld  l i ke to t h i n k  that the  Department of  
H i g h ways mere ly has to conform to w h at i s  a l l owed 
for the Department  of Agr icu l tu re with respect to the 
weed problem and the use of herb ic ides.  Now I know 
that there are  certa i n  c i rc u mstances w h i c h  w i l l  n ot 
a l low us to do t h at ,  depen d i n g  on t h e  local  terra i n  -
marsh areas is a good example .  We m ay not want to 
get i n volved with chem ica ls ,  whatever; there may be 
some except ions  to the ru le .  But ,  by a n d  l arge, I wou l d  
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t h i n k  that what is l i censed for use i n  agri c u l t u re 
s h o u l d  be a.leg i t i m ate prod u ct to use i n  the h i g hways 
system .  I don 't k n ow that there ought  to be two po l i ­
c ies q u ite frank ly .  I have not been ab le  to ident ify the 
reason for two d i fferent approaches by two depart­
ments on  that issue ,  a l tho u g h  I know we had two 
d i fferent approaches when the former M e m ber for 
Thompson was the M i n ister, where i n  he app l ied h i s  
o w n  l o g i c ,  and  that was there shou ld  b e  no  spray i n g  
whatever, w h i c h  d i d n 't m a k e  sense or  d i d n ' t  conform 
with what the rest of government  was d o i n g .  -
( I nterject ion ) - The former, former,  former,  yes. I 
have no hang-ups l i ke that .  W hatever is l i ce nsed for 
use for that p u rpose, in my o p i n i o n ,  shou ld  be used, 
but I wou ldn ' t  want to arg ue with the l i cens i n g  author­
i t ies .  I f  a c h e m i cal  is fou n d  to be u n des i rab le  by the 
l i cens i n g  author i t ies then certa i n l y  we wou l d n 't want 
to be using i t. 

MR. HYDE:  Mr .  M i n i ster, I ' m  n ot arg u i n g  the po in t  of 
the d i fferent types of c h e m i ca ls .  We have c h e m i ca ls  
that the farmers themselves are us ing r ight up to the 
roads ides: and we have o u r  g overn ment  level s  at the 
R . M .  leve l ,  they're spray i n g  their  road a l lowances: and 
I ' l l  be d a m ned i f  I can q u ite u nderstand why  o n  earth 
the govern ment  of our provi nce can't g et on a pro­
g ram to e l i m i nate some of this trou ble .  

MR. USKIW: Perhaps maybe I 'm not fam i l iar ,  Mr .  
Cha i rman .  I thought  that the govern ment  and i ts  
departments were i n  fact look i n g  after the i r  own 
r ig hts-of-way, i f  you l i ke .  I was n ot aware that the 
H i g h ways Department was somehow neg l igent .  Per­
haps I ' m  learn i n g  somet h i n g  here ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I 
don't  k n ow. 

MR. HYDE: Mr .  M i n i ster, I ' m  s u re that you and  I both 
know that we're n ever throug h  learn i n g ,  but  l et 's hope 
that you c an  and wi l l  fol low this up.  

MR. CHAI RMAN: The Mem ber for M i n n edosa.  

MR. DAVI D R .  (Dave) BLAKE (Minnedosa) :  Mr. 
C h a i r m a n ,  we only have about  ha l f  an hour whether 
we decide what we' re g o i n g  to pay the M i n i ster so I 
won't  be too l o n g .  

MR·. USKl.W: I t ' s  a g o o d  th i n g  I ' m  i n dependent. 

MR. BLAKE:  I was g o i n g  to get to that .  J ust fo l lowi n g  
a l o n g  on  what the Mem ber f o r  Portage la  Pra i r ie  said ,  
there a r e  weed i nspectors i n  m ost m u n i c i pa l i t ies o r  
m u n i c i pal  d istr icts and  I ' m  afra i d  that the M i n ister 
m i g h t  be able to, with his good offices and t h rough  
the M i n ister of  Agr icu l ture's off ices, a lso i m p ress 
u pon them the i m portance of what happens when 
some of these nox ious weeds of the more prevalent 
k i n d ,  Leafy S p u rge and a few others,  that were a l m ost 
eradicated a few years back,  have now started, to 
reappear and o n ce they get away it's l i ke some of the 
other d iseases that spread ,  as the M i n i ster we l l  
k nows. There are cases where I t h i n k  t h e  weed 
i nspectors r ide a long  the roads in the i r  ha lf-tons  with 
the spray mach i nery on  them,  or  r id ing i n  the  back of  a 
tractor, and  they're trave l l i n g  down the road at a fa ir  
s peed and you ' re m iss i ng  the odd one .  The farmer 
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com i n g  a long a wh i l e  later maybe with a bale wagon 
that's t rave l l i ng a l i t t le s lower can spot the various  
weeds and he k nows that they're not  bei n g  looked 
after and  if they're not n i p ped i n  the bud it can be very, 
very ser ious .  But that was j u st to u n derl i n e  what my 
col leag u e  from Portage l a  Pra ir ie has said .  

I was encou raged b·Y t h e  M i n i ster's rem arks o n  the 
ra i l bed prob lem,  as  I have expressed before, a n d  I 
k n ow the M i n ister is a man of dec is ion  because it 
d i d n ' t  take h i m  long  to change the colou rs of the 
l i cense p lates when he came to off ice and I know that 
he w i l l  g rasp the s i tuat ion .  I was encouraged to hear 
h i m  say that  he w i l l  make a dec is ion  in a few days on 
the ra i l beds because,  Mr .  Chairman,  there was a 
sen ior  c iv i l  servant that had worked thro u g h  m a ny, 
many g overn ments in charge  of t h i s  part icu lar  p ro­
gra m ,  it had been approved and it was a good sens ib le  
prog ram and everyt h i n g  was la id  on and everyt h i n g  
was g o  and i t  w a s  j u st a m atter o f  days and days 
before a l l  the dec is ions  were made and we wou l d n 't 
have had the problems wi th  fence l i nes and the spr ing  
work coming  on  that  we're go ing  to face now i f  that 
dec is ion is de layed too m u c h  longer.  I am encour­
aged wi th  the d ispatch that the M i n ister hand led the 
l i cense p late prob lem,  that I know h e  wi l l  act  eq ua l ly  
as q u i c k l y  on  the  ra i l  bed  s i tuat ion  and  we' l l  be watch­
ing the next few days,  Mr. C h a i rm a n ,  to see the deci­
sion h a nded down that the rai l beds wi l l  be handed 
back to the farmers and they can proceed with the i r  
spr i ng  operat ions  and  c lean them u p ,  b u i l d  the i r  fen­
ces or tear them down. wh ichever the case may be. 

I w i l l  be com m u n icat i n g  that to my const ituents,  M r. 
M i n ister ,  so we' l l  look forward i n  ant ic ipat i o n  to your  
dec is ion  i n  the n ext few days. 

MR. USKIW: That's f i ne ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I apprec iate 
those com ments .  There i s  n ot reason for any delay .  I 
don 't foresee anyt h i n g  there, Mr .  Cha i rman ,  other 
than there may be the odd except ion  to the rule wh ich  
I don ' t  know anyth i n g  about  a t  the moment  but ,  by  
and large,  I see  n o  reason not  to proceed . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for Ass i n i bo ia .  

MR. ARNOLD BROWN (Rhineland): I wou l d  j ust l i ke 
to say that i n  o u r  part icu lar  area a n u m ber of roads 
h ave been started and they h ave not been comp leted 
and the peop le  are very d isappoi nted that there i s  no 
expend i tu res of money in those part icu lar  PR roads 
for th i s  com i n g  year, namely ,  421 wh ich  i s  a road 
w h i c h  was al most comp leted , there's o n l y  six m i les to 
go. We need some construct ion  on  that road in order 
to comp lete i t  w h i c h  wou ld  con nect the No. 75 H i g h ­
w a y  w i th  the  N o .  30 H i g h way. The 201 , t here's s ix  
m i les left to be completed on  that  one ;  the 243, we had 
a good start o n  that road and we need to c o m p lete 
t h ese roads because these are very heavi ly  trave l led 
roads .  

M y  area i s  probably d i fferent t h a n  a n y  other area i n  
the  p rovi nce .  W e  don ' t  have that m a n y  m i les o f  road, 
but  the m i les of road that we do have are trave l led very 
heav i ly  a n d  there's a lot of money bei ng generated 
from my part i c u lar  area towards the road b u i l d i n g  
p rogram t h ro u g hout  the ent i re provi nce. I wou l d  j ust 
l i ke to d raw these roads to the attent ion of the M i n i ster 
and h opefu l l y  we w i l l  be ab le  to complete these roads 
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with i n  the very near future .  
I am certa i n  of one t h i ng ,  that the  M i n i ster i s  go i n g  

t o  see many ,  m a n y  delegat ions  appeari ng before h i m .  
H e  pro m i sed m e  that h e  was go i ng t o  have an  open 
door,  that whenever I was goi n g  to be com i n g  i n  w i th  a 
de legat ion  and so on that he wou l d  try to accom mo­
date them and I am certa i n  that t h i s  is  goi n g  to happen 
because we do n eed these roads .  We sti l l  h ave many 
peo ple trave l l i n g  many m i les i n  o rder to p ick  u p  the i r  
ma i l  over a road wh ich  is  d isgracefu l  to d rive o n  and  
we do n eed these extra do l lars spent  on  these roads in  
order that we can service that part icu lar area. 

With these few comments,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  I j ust 
hope that the M i n ister i s  go i n g  to have the open-door 
po l icy w h i c h  he prom ised and that whenever I t ry to 
make an  arrangement wi th  m u n ic i pal i t ies to come 
and v is i t  the M i n i ster that he wi l l  be able to see us  
w i thout  too m u c h  delay.  

MR. USKIW: Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I k n ow that not everyon e  
is happy w i t h  the  road construct ion  program as i t  i s  
i n d i cated.  I don 't th ink  that I was  ever happy i n  any 
one year of 18 Sess ions .  But ,  in  any  event ,  to be fa i r  I 
t h i n k  that the m e m ber shou ld  recognize that the road 
program is  m u c h  more even ly  d istr i buted t h roughout  
t h e  prov i n ce th is  year  than  i t  has been for a good 
n u m ber of years. 

MR. BROWN: Not in R h i ne land ,  i t  isn 't .  

MR. USKIW:  I know that's n ot somet h i n g  of any com­
fort to the former  M i n ister, Mr .  Cha i rman ,  or  maybe h e  
does take comfort from that ,  I don ' t  know.  But  I h ave 
to say t h at the road program t h i s  year has w h at I 
wou ld  cons ider  to be a fa i r  d i str i but ion of work 
t h roughout  the p rovi nce .  One  of the prob lems w i th  
road b u i l d i ng ,  as the former M i n i ster wou ld  know,  i s  
t h e  fact t h at there i s  a po l i t ica l  geography t o  roads 
and I don't t h i n k  we shou ld  deny that;  there are p res­
s u res from M LA's and pressu res from m u n i c i pal i t ies 
and  local  Cham bers of Com merce and so on.  

I f  we wanted to po l i t i c ize the road program we 
wou ld  h ave one h e l l  of a t ime  to spend all the money i n  
t h e  r u ra l  r id i n gs that w e  represent ,  i f  that 's what the  
m e m ber i s  al l u d i n g  to ,  because we don ' t  represent 
t h at many of them.  The m e mbers opposite have the 
b u l k  of them,  so it 's not a po l i t ical  road program in that 
context and  I k n ow that some mem bers on the other 
s ide,  who h ave looked at the  road programs ,  h ave 
recogn ized that .  I can tel l you , at least I want to tel l the 
M e m ber for R h i ne land ,  that I don' t  bel ieve t here was a 
new do l l a r  beyon d  carry-over d o l l ars that were a l l o­
cated to my const i tuency i n  four  years. I don ' t  t h i n k  
there was a new do l lar. There was carry-over do l l ars 
from '77 ,  but  I don 't t h i n k  t here was a new do l la r  voted , 
but  the former M i n i ster, who sits here today, had 
pr ior i t ies as wel l  and I 'm not go i n g  to argue with that ,  
M r .  Cha i rman .  H e  had h i s  pr iori t ies and there perhaps 
i s  a degree of red ress i n g  of that in  th is year 's program 
but  certa i n l y  there i s  a fair ly balanced road program 
t h roughout  the Provi nce of Man itoba t h i s  year com­
pared to what i t 's  been in the  last t h ree or fou r  years. 

MR. CHAI RMAN: The Mem ber for R h i ne land .  

MR. BROWN: I recogn ize the  prob lems that the M i n-

ister has i n  these part icu lar  areas and I rea l i ze that not 
everybody can be looked after in the same year and so 
o n .  But I wou ld  l i ke to h ave the assu rance from the 
M i n ister aga i n ,  as he gave me the other day when I 
was tal k i n g  to h i m  persona l ly ,  that we wou ld  at least 
be given the opport u n ity to present o u r  case to the 
M i n ister and  be able to demonstrate to h im that t here 
is a need on some of these heavi ly  trave l l ed PR roads .  

MR. U S K I W :  Mr.  Cha i rman ,  there i s  n o  prob lem w i t h  
t h a t .  I have seen a good n u m ber o f  delegat ions  today 
and t here's a who le  host of them yet to arrive. I cer­
ta i n l y  have no  problem in accom modat i n g  that k i n d  of 
a d i a logue with i nterested peop le  from that area. I 
i n d i cated earl ier that I was terri b ly  i nterested i n  try i n g  
t o  ba lance off between t raff ic  cou nts per iod and ton­
nage cou nts i n  terms of where one wants to pr iorize 
do l la r  spend i n g  so there may be some trade-offs there 
on a regiona l  bas is .  

You k n ow ,  we h ave a l i m i t of do l lars t hat we p rovide 
for new construct ion  and somehow we h ave to make 
the best use of those l i m ited do l lars; a $ 1 00 m i l l i o n  i s  
not  a lot of money i n  road construct i o n  i n  o n e  year,  
u n fo rt u n ately .  We can't  b u i l d  many roads for $ 1 00 
m i l l i o n  and  so we h ave to try to somehow sat i sfy a l l  of 
t h e  regi ons  of the provi nce where we feel t h e  need i s  
t h e  greatest, so t o  speak.  The Trans Canada H i ghway 
eats up q u ite a b i t  of m o n ey every year; the  four- lane  
p rojects are goi n g  to take  u p  q u ite a chunk  of money ;  
j u st t h e  comp let i o n  of some of the b i g  p rojects are 
go i n g  to eat heavi l y  i nto th is  year's s pe n d i n g  p ro­
gra m .  I t  h as not h i n g  to do wi th  po l i t ics .  I t  happens  to 
make sense to carry on and complete those projects 
t h at were started by the previous ad m i n i st rat i o n ;  it 
has n ot h i n g  to do with persona l  b ias .  I t  has to do w i th  
the  real i ty that's out  there. The fact t hat the  i n ter­
c h a n ge on Trans Canada,  No. 1 2 , m ust be c o m p leted . 
I t 's  we l l  u n der way and we i ntend to f i n i s h  that  as 
q u i ck l y  as we can because not to that wou l d  be wast­
i n g  m o n ey a l ready spent and that is n ot t h e  k i n d  of 
gam e  that I am i n terested i n ,  M r. Cha i rman .  

MR. BROWN: There's one other comment  that I 
w o u l d  l i ke to make .  I took cons iderable i n terest i n  the 
road from Thom pson to Sp l i t  Lake and from S p l it 
Lake to G i l l am .  I was on the Hydro Board at that 
part i c u lar  t ime  when we approved the  expen d i t u re 
that we wou l d  pay ha l f  t h e  cost of the construct ion of 
that part icu lar  road .  I t 's p retty i m portan t  to Hydro that 
t h i s  road be put i n  p lace; that when the next dam 
u nder  construct ion  p roceeds on  that part i c u lar  d a m  
that we have an alternate way o f  transport i n g  eq u i p­
ment  i nto the area other than by way of - r ight  n ow 
there is on ly  one recou rse and that is ra i l  roa d .  You ' re 
at t h e  m ercy of whatever they decide to charge you  as 
far as transportat ion  is concerned.  I j ust wonder  what 
the M i n ister has i n  store ,  whether he 's  goi n g  to con­
t i n u e  w i th  a part i c u l a r  program w h i c h  we ,  in  the  
Hydro Board at  that t i m e ,  had hoped to see  was  goi n g  
t o  b e  fu l f i l led with i n  t h e  com i n g  year. 

MR. USKIW: M r. Cha i rman ,  I bel ieve the contracts on 
that road had been l et by the previo u s  ad m i n i st rat i o n  
f o r  the  comp let ion of that road , the construct ion por­
t ion  of i t ,  if I ' m  not m istaken .  I may be wro n g; there 
may be some component  i n  th i s  year's b u d get. I f  i t  i s ,  
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i t 's probably a carry-over c o m ponent .  - ( I n terj ec­
t i o n ) - D i d  they carry over any m oney? I can't  
remem ber. 

So,  the M e m ber  for Pem b i n a  says g ravel l i n g  i s  new 
money. Wel l ,  a l l  r ight ,  so t he re i s  some new m o n ey 
there. You k n ow,  the roads i n  the north are terr i b ly 
expens ive to b u i l d  and it crosses my m i n d  q u ite 
frank ly  whether or not with respect to some com m u n i­
t ies yet not l i n ked u p  whether  it i sn 't cheaper to p ro­
v ide a i r  service with  s u bs id i zed travel than  to b u i l d  the 
road stretches that wou ld  have to bu i l t  to l i n k  them up.  
The i n terest o n  the money a lone could pay t h e  s u b­
s idy on the a i r  t rave l ;  that's about  the  s ize of it i n  some 
of those com m u n it ies .  

MR. CHAI RMAN: The Mem ber  for Pem b i n a .  

M R .  O R C HARD: Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I take th is  o pportu­
n i ty to w i n d  down the Est i m ates of the M i n ister of 
H i g h ways and Transportat i o n .  I am p leased to see 
that the M i n ister is  prepared to m ove and m ove rather  
swift ly on that r ight-of-way d isposal q uest ion  because 
t hat's one that has j ust been s i tt i n g  aro u n d  m u c h  
m uch t o o  l o n g .  I t ' s  been aro u n d  f o r  the f o u r  years t hat 
I 've been part of a govern m e n t  in the prov i nce and  it 
can be resolved.  

n1e M i n ister m ade. some reference to the po l i t ics  of 
the  road p rog ram and I can ' t  let that comment go 
u n noted because the M i n ister i n d icated that h is  p ro­
g ra m  t h i s  year was one of t h e  m ost equ i tab ly d i st r ib­
uted one  i n  some t i m e  - ( I nterject ion ) - yes, H a rry 
E n n s  i n d i cated that as wel l ,  t h at's r ight .  I t 's  o n e  of 
t hose ones that the po l i t ica l  veterans  use on us g reen 
newcomers and, you k n ow,  the M i n ister made a cou­
ple of references to the  d i st r ibut ion  of the  h i g hway 
construct ion  do l lar .  I m i g ht po in t  out  that a lt h o u g h  it 's 
chan ged s l i g ht ly  s i nce the last e lect ion  that it  was 
n i g h  u nto i m poss ib le  to s p e n d  a d o l l ar o n  h i g h ways 
w i thout  spend i n g  i t  in a C onservative cons_t i tuency. 
That d i d n ' t  deter us  from spend i n g  better than $5 
m i l l i o n  a year on  392 t h ro u g h  the const i tuenc ies of, I 
s u ppose, F l i n  F l o n ,  C h u rc h i l l  a n d  a coup le  of the 
others that were aro u n d  t h e re a n d  we even got a few 
do l l ars i nto The Pas for the Cha i rman  to d rive home 
o n  a n i ce s m ooth road wh ich  h e  can do south of tow n .  
The M i n ister m a d e  the c o m m e nt that i n  fou r  years he 
d i d n't  h ave anyth i n g  but  carry-over, we l l ,  h e  was 
s m art enough in his e ight  years to get his r.oad paved 
to his doorstep.  

O n  the ser io u s  s ide ,  I a m  p leased to see t h at the  
M i n ister is  i n d icat i n g  that he 's  g o i n g  to cons ider  the 
construct ion  of roads on  the basis of tonnage patt­
erns because that's very i m portant  and ra i l  l i n e  aban­
don ment .  That 's somet h i n g  t h at we had targeted i n  
o n ,  250 bei n g  a road t h at we'd spend part i c u l a r  
e m p h as is  on  and  there were others that were i n  t h e  
p lan n i ng m i l l .  So the M i n ister i s  o n  the r i g h t  track;  it 's 
the same track we were on. T h at's the o n l y  way you 
can rea l l y  proceed , I t h i n k ,  in the road construct ion 
p rogra m .  

I am sorry t o  see that - o h  n o ,  the M i n ister of 
E nergy a n d  M i nes hasn't  q u ite left yet. But  I am cer­
ta i n l y  p leased to see that t h e  M i n i ster of Energy and 
M i nes has n ot had any  i n f l u e n ce o n  you as M i n ister of  
H i g hways. and  Transportat ion  i n  that you're sti l l  go ing 
to be construct i n g  roads w i th  s h o u lders. That is  of  

g reat comfort to a l l  of u s  a n d  i t 's  a g reat comfo rt to a l l  
t h ose many thousands of Man itobans that work i n  the  
hea l th  care system because they d id n't  want to h ave 
roads wi thout  s h o u l ders because the accident rate 
and the i n j u ries wou ld  certa i n l y  have skyrocketed .  

I ' l l  te l l  you what ,  I ' l l  tu rn  the f loor over  to the  M i n i s­
ter of Energy and M i nes so that he can . . .  

MR. CHAIRM"N! That's 1 . (a)  M i n ister's Sa lary .  

MR. ORCHARD:  Now j ust a m i n ute n ow,  I was tu rn­
ing the f loor over to the M e m ber for Transcona.  
There's a couple of t h i n g s  that come out  in  the  Esti­
m ates and the M i n ister h as i n d i cated that a n u m ber  of 
the po l i cy areas he can 't rea l l y  comment on because 
he hasn ' t  h!!d an  opportu n i ty to exa m i n e  the  po l icy 
areas such bei n g  the  new role of h is  m i n ister ia l  
respons i b i l i t ies. That ·answer we w i l l  accept;  o n  the 
other hand,  the M i n ister is  a veteran of th is Leg is lat u re 
a n d  k nows where not to t red from t i m e  to t i m e .  I t h i n k  
t h e  lesson o f  h i s  co l league ,  t h e  M i n ister o f  Nat u ral  
Resou rces, was m aybe a very exe m p lary one  for a l l  
M i n isters p resent ing  Est i m ates because from t ime to 
t i m e  maybe his problem was that he was q u ite too 
h o n est with the mem bers of the comm ittee and sa id 
exact ly what he was going to do and q u ite often that 
was q u ite a l i t t le d i fferent from what the  genera l  
i m p ress ion  of what h e  shou ld  be d o i n g  was. So we 
look forward n ext year  to rev iew ing  th i s  M i n i ster's 
Esti mates and see ing  any and all of the pol icy changes 
that may be developed over the s u m mer recess of the 
Leg is latu re .  

But  t here is  one  area that I ' d  l i ke to po int  out .  I n  
i ntroduc ing  the total Est imates, the M i n ister of F inance 
i n d i cated some 15 percent i n c rease for the Depart­
ment  of H i g h ways. On one hand he based h i s  i ncrease 
o n  projected spend i n g  i ncreases, I bel ieve, n ot over 
pr i nt  over pr int ;  h e  used the S u pp lementary S u p p l y  
p l u s  the pr int  and that rep resented , I t h i n k , a 1 4. 9  
percent whereas h i s  pr in t  o v e r  pr in t  was 1 7  percent o r  
thereabouts.  There w a s  a l i t t le b i t  o f  j i g gery-pokery 
g o i n g  on with  the M i n ister of F i n ance and h i s  presen­
tati o n ,  and he u sed the i n format ion that the Depart­
ment  of H i g hways was up by 1 5  percent. If one takes 
the one item a lone of the construct ion budget ,  I t h i n k  
y o u ' l l  f i n d  that t h e  actua l  i s  c l ose t o  $ 9 3  or  $ 9 4  m i l l i on  
w h i c h  means  that the  construct ion budget is  actua l ly  
u p  by about 7 percent over  last year  u n less the M i n is­
ter adds S u p p l e mentary S u p p l y  at a later t ime th i s  
year.  I t 's n ot t h e  15  percent as a l l uded to by t h e  M i n i s­
ter of F i nance.  
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The other t h i n g  that we found out  i n  the course of 
the Est i m ates was t h at the M i n i ster is go ing  to be 
com i n g  in with a s u b-supp ly  of approx i m ately ,  o h ,  
$3 .5  m i l l i o n  f o r  the water b o m ber a n d  i t s  staff i ng  and  
crew w h i c h  aren't part of the Est imates. 

B u t  I g u ess to date i f  I c o u l d  s u m  u p ,  the M i n i ster 
has changed the  co lour  of the l i cence p lates i n  four  
short m o nths f rom the red , w h ite and b lue  of a n u m ber 
of o u r  ne ighbouri n g  cou ntr ies to the col o u rs of L i bya 
and south Yemen .  He  has frozen the sale of r ig hts-of­
way w h i c h  I w i l l  a d m i t  h e  i n d i cates he's g o i n g  to 
add ress very short ly  and  poss ib ly  even th is  week .  

The t h i rd th ing that 's been accomp l ished is  that  we 
have M r. B i l l  J a n ssen back o n  staff t h ro u g h  a consu lt­
i n g  cont ract; with Mr. Janssen was i m ported the Sas-
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katchewan Crow rate pos i t ion ,  r ight  or wro n g ,  but 
neverthe less pr imar i ly  the Saskatchewan Crow rate 
pos i t ion .  I n  h i s  spare t ime ,  M r. J anssen has saw fit to 
write a beef i ncome s u pport p lan  for the Prov i n ce of 
Man itoba,  a lso q u ite c lose to the Saskatchewan pro­
gram,  so that the farmers of M a n itoba are encou raged 
and p leased to know that th i s  M i n ister and the 
Department  of Agr icu l ture o n ce agai n h as the servi­
ces of Mr. B i l l  Janssen .  I won't g ive his affect ionate 
name out  i n  the cou ntry because that has caused 
some object ion  from t ime to t ime  but with agr icu l tu re 
and transportat ion  po l icy bei n g  now form u l ated by 
M r. J a n ssen , farmers tend to rest less than easy now. 

The other t h i n g  that the M i n i ster has acco m p l i shed 
is the  h i r i n g  of H arry Shafransky as a specia l  assist­
ant .  He to ld  me ton i g ht earl ier  o n ,  a l thoug h  I ' l l  a l l ude 
to it  on ly gent ly ,  that he hasn't  been carry i n g  out some 
of the  respons i b i l i t ies of a specia l  ass istant because 
the c u p board is  bare. 

You know, there are a coup le  of other a reas t h at the 
M i n i ster has i n d i cated that he's going to make some 
changes in  which we're go ing to watch wi th  caut io n ,  
part i cu lar ly  the one of the  staff person i n  h i s  off ice 
who's g o i n g  to be look i n g  after equal opport u n ity 
e m p l oyment .  That's a pretty avant-garde area to get 
i nto and we' l l  watch that one with a g reat deal  of 
i nterest. 

B u t  I ' m  p l eased that t h i s  M i n ister has over the past 
week-and-a-ha l f  that we've been deal i n g  with h i s  
Est i m ates c o m m itted t o  consu lt w i t h  the M LAs on  
both s i des of the House o n  road construct ion , the 
pr ior i t ies a n d  the  needs.  I 'm p leased to see that h e  i s  
tak i n g  a look at  traff i c  dens i ty  i n  terms of p rio r izat ion 
of prov inc ia l  road reconstruct ion .  I 'm a lso p leased 
t h at he's w i l l i n g  to sit down and d iscuss the fu rther­
a n ce of the road-dam com b i n at ion  project that I have 
in my const i tuency that I t h i n k  he wou ld  f i nd  to be a 
m ost usefu l  concept to have for a test area. A l l  of us on  
t h i s  s ide  of the House look forward to work i n g  w i th  
t h i s  M i n ister and b ri n g i n g  o u r  concerns  of the 
department  to h im for h i s  assistance and for success­
ful c o m plet ion of projects that are of some pr i or ity i n  
o u r  areas. 

S i n ce M r. G retzky i s  now p lay ing  hockey for the l ast 
40 m i n utes,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I t h i n k  u n less there were 
some further  comments that st i m u l ated debate from 
the M i n ister that wou ld  be o u r  contr i bu t ion  to h i s  
Esti m ates. 

M R .  USKIW:  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I do  want to po in t  out to 
t h e  M e m ber for Pem b i n a  that i f  you took the S u p p l e­
m entary Su pp ly  Est i m ates t h at are yet to appear and 
you  add on  top of that the E n a b l i n g  Vote wh ich was in  
th is  department  wh ich is  n ow i n  F i nance at $2 . 1 6  
m i l l i o n  that the total s u m  of the department  rea l ly  
wou ld  be 202 rou g h ly ,  $202 m i l l i o n  as opposed to 1 70 
vote over vote. So you're look i n g  a q u i te a su bstant ia l  
i n c rease there.  

The mem ber i s  r ight with respect to t h e  construc­
t ion do l lars because of an add-on p roject that was put  
i n  late last  year ,  namely ,  t h e  road to G i l l a m .  I d o n 't 
know j u st at what level ,  you k n ow, one can s u sta i n  a 
p ro g ram or a l l  programs relat ive to i nf lat ion  p res­
s u res .  I know that the energy costs have h it t h i s  k i n d  
o f  a department  rather  severe ly  i n  t h e  last few years 
a n d  it 's put  q u ite a cr i m p  i n  the  idea of expa n s i o n  of 

progra m m i n g  with respect to t h i s  department a n d  one 
or  two others .  But  I t h i n k  i t 's fa i r  to say that we are 
keep i n g  pace with i t  and that's about  all I t h i n k  we can 
expect to do in these economic  t i mes.  

Wi th  respect to the mem ber's o bservat ions  as to the 
use of peop le ,  I h ave never  fu l ly  apprec iated the 
attacks of mem bers o pposite on  people that are n ot i n  
t h e  c o m m ittee t o  respond t o  those attacks ,  i t  doesn't  
m atter who they are, i t  i s  wro n g .  I th i n k  i t  i s  wro n g  i n  
pr i nc ip le  t o  attack someone that can n ot respond back 
who i s  serv i n g  the p u b l i c  in whatever capacity and the 
i n d i v idua l  that the m e m ber a l l u ded to has served the 
p u b l i c  of Canada for many many years before he 
entered serv ice in  the Govern ment  of M a n itoba.  H e  
served the people o f  Canada t h ro u g h  a n u m ber of 
other  govern ments in a n u m ber  of other prov i n ces 
vi s-a-v i s  a consu l t i ng  f irm that he worked for for a 
good n u m ber of years - a very p ro m i nant  consu l t i ng  
fi r m .  I bel i eve the Conservative govern ment  o f  Man i ­
toba pr ior  to 1 969 i n d i rectly e m p l oyed that same per­
son i n  the h i r i n g  of cons u l t i n g  serv ices .  - ( I nter­
ject i o n ) - T h at's r i g h t ,  so d i d  t h i s  govern ment  
i n d i rect ly .  - ( I nterject i o n ) - That's r ight ,  i n d i rect ly .  
- ( I n terject ion ) - Wel l ,  I don't  k n ow if  h e  was i n vo lved 
in T E D  or n ot ,  but certa in ly  the person that h as been 
the s u bject of some persona l  v i n d i ct iveness has 
worked for a n u m ber of govern ments and  m ost l y  
Conservat ive govern ments across C a n a d a  i n  o n e  
form or another .  The n o t i o n  that a p u b l i c  f ig u re or  
p u b l i c  servant shou ld  be s u bject to attack i n  a con­
s istent way as t h i s  one  was i s  somet h i n g  that I t h i n k  
takes away from the  c red i b i l i ty o f  the  people that 
e m p l oy that method, you know, the idea of i n n uendo 
w i thout  j ust ify i n g  i t ,  for  examp le .  I t h i n k  i t 's  c lear and I 
th i n k  the i n d iv idua l  i n  q uest ion  w i l l  read i l y  ad m i t  h i s  
pol i t ica l  bel iefs ,  Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  that's at 
issue .  That is why  the  person was h i red ,  to conform i n  
the p o l i cy area w i th  t h e  government  o f  t h e  day,  and 
that's how it ought  to be.  

When the Conservat i ves are elected, I would hope 
that they don't  h i re New Democrats as their  key advis­
ers; I would t h i n k  that they wou l d n't  be d o i n g  that , Mr .  
Cha i rman .  They wou l d n 't certa i n l y  sat isfy the i r  con­
st i tuency and that app l i es eq ua l l y  to a l l  po l i t ica l  par­
t ies .  T here has to be some com mo n  mot ivat ion 
between the govern ment  of the  day and the  key advis­
ers t h at they use from t ime to t ime,  so I h ave n ever 
rea l l y  fou nd i t  d i fficu l t  to accept that concept no  mat­
ter w h i c h  govern ment i n  Canada e m p l oyed it. I n  fact, I 
wou l d  t h i n k  they'd be k i n d  of stu p i d  if they d i d n ' t  re ly  
on the i r  faith fu l  who h ave the capacity,  w h o  are ab le 
peop le ,  to he lp  them a long in  govern i n g  t h e  country. I 
know that the Pr i m e  M i n ister of t h i s  count ry cou l dn ' t  
poss i b l y  fee l  comfortab le  i n  h i r i n g  the  serv ices of  
someone who was very c lose to t h e  Leader of the 
O p pos i t ion  in Man itoba.  I t  j u st i sn 't g o i n g  to work that 
way a n d  that is  the rea l i ty of the pol i t ical  p rocess. With 
those few comments ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I t h i n k  I ' l l  vote 
myself the salary. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: That's 1 . (a) M i n i ster's Salary-pass. 
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N o .  80 - Resolved that there be g ra nted to Her 
Majesty a sum not exceed i n g  $3, 1 92,000 for H igh­
ways a n d  Transportat i o n  for Genera l  Ad m i n i strat ion 
for the f iscal  year e n d i n g  the  3 1  st day of March ,  
1 983-pass. 

C o m m ittee r ise 
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SUPPLY - AGRICULTURE 

MR. CHAI RMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): The 
Commi ttee w i l l  come to order.  Cont i n u i ng wi th  the 
Agri c u l t u ra l  Est i m ates, I tem 4 . (e)  Tec h n ical  Services 
Branch ,  Item No. ( 1 )  Salar ies,  I tem No. 4. (e) ( 1  ) -pass; 
4 . (e ) (2 )  Other Expend i tu res-pass, 4. (e) (2 ) -pass, 
(e) -pass; 4 . (f )  Agr icu l tural  Trai n i ng B ranch ,  4 . ( f) ( 1 )  
Salaries-pass; 4 .  (f) (2)  Other Expend i tures, (2) -pass; 
4. (f ) (3)  Agr icu l tu ral  Societ ies - the H o n o u rab le  
Mem ber for  Art h u r. 

MR. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  the  
fund ing  for  the  Agr icu l tura l  Society Fai rs, I bel i eve I 'm  
correct i n  t h i s ,  the  fa i rs ,  the  Keyston e  Centre, the  
operat ions  of the Agri c u l t u re Extens ion  Office i n  
Brandon or  the  Agr icu l tu ra l  Schoo l  fal l s  w it h i n  th i s  
appropr iat i o n ,  I bel ieve. Cou ld  the M i n ister i nd i cate 
any major changes to the Agr icu l tu ral  Societ ies' fu nd­
i n g  fa i r  prog rams or  any pol icy changes that h e  may 
be i ntrod u c i n g  i n  th is  part i cu la r  area? I t h i n k  my col­
leag u e  maybe has a q uest i o n  or  two on  th is  as wel l ,  I 
don't  h ave many.  

MR.  C H A I R MA N :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for  
G ladstone.  

MRS. CHARLOTTE OLESON (Gladstone): Thank  
you , M r. C h ai r m a n .  I have  a q uest ion  w h i c h  i nvolves 
the Aust i n  Agr icu l tu ral  M useu m ,  is  there any change 
i n  the f u n d i ng for  that th i s  year? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The H o n o u rab le  M i n i ster.  

HON. BI LL U R USKI  ( Interlake): M r. C h a i r m a n ,  in the  
total a rea of the Agri c u l t u ra l  Societ ies t here i s  an  
i ncrease i n  the b udget of a pprox i m ately $60,000 to  
cover i n c reases i n  pr i ze  money to fai rs; there's an 
i ncrease i n  the operat i n g  expenses of the Aust i n  
M useu m ,  the  horse race m eets - ( I n terject i o n ) - i n  
terms of p r ize money.  Those a r e  the t h ree, some 
i n c rease i n  the  j u d ges' fees; those t h ree areas a m o u n t  
to that $60,000.00. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber for Art h u r. 

MR. DOWNEY:  Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  cou ld  the  M i n i ster 
i n d i cate what k i n d  of a cost-shared agreement they 
have wi th  the Aust i n ·Museum? H as there been any­
t h i n g  worked out? I know t here were m o n ies spent  by 
the prov i n ce to work with the Board of D i rectors of the 
Aust i n M useum to look at some alternat ives t h at may 
be put  in p l ace to expand t h e  use of, to get a h i g her 
t h roug h put  of tour ists t h ro u g h  - I 'm s u re the  M i n i ster 
of Tour ism wou ld  be i nterested in th i s  too - a h i g her 
t h roug h put  of people ,  generat i n g  more reven ues to 
su pport the Aust i n M useu m .  I k n ow that ,  in  part i c u lar ,  
there were some d i ffi c u l t ies between the Aust i n 
M useu m  Board and the H a l l  of Fame Board and  that 
was one  of the  other reasons t h at the  prev ious  ad m i n­
i stratio n ,  i n  comm itt i n g  funds  to the expans ion  of the 
Keystone Centre ,  i n  fact, wou ld  prov ide ,  and  d i d  p ro­
v ide,  add i t iona l  s pace for the H a l l  of Fame who had 
made the d ec i s i o n  to m ove away from the  A u st i n 
M useu m  a n d  prov ide space for them at the Keystone 
Centre in  Brandon .  

A re they work i n g  o n  an  ongo i n g  ag reement  or  what  
k ind of a com m itment  does the M i n ister h ave to t h e  
A u st i n M useu m ?  I ' m  s u re there a r e  a large n u m ber o f  
p i o n eers who fee l ,  and  I feel as wel l ,  that they've p u t  
together a t remendous showpl ace f o r  ag r icu l tu re a n d  
some o f  the h i stor ical  happen i ngs ,  the  m a c h i neryj . 
Certa i n l y  we, as a g overn ment ,  were c o m m i tted to 
s u p port i n g  them by p ick i ng  up a defic i t  of some, I 
t h i n k  it was c lose to $ 1 00,000 i n  p rev ious  expense 
when  we came i nto off ice a n d  then made an  a n n u a l  
com m itment .  What is  the com m itment  t h at i s  g o i n g  
out ,  the  present comm itment and  the ag reement  that 
t h ey ' re p lan n i n g  on work i n g  out  w i th  the  A u st i n 
M useu m ?  

M R .  U R USKI :  M r. C ha i rman ,  the honourab le  m e m ber 
probably recal l s  that there i s  a study u nder way 
between I t h i n k  o n e  Helg i  Austman,  w h o  was the 
former Ass istant  Deputy M i n ister w i th i n  the  depart­
ment ,  to develop some long-range  p lans ,  and  who's 
work i n g  with the Board of D i rectors of the Aust in  
M u se u m ,  i n  terms of w h i c h  way the  m us e u m  s h o u l d  
go i n  t e r m s  of the  t h rust that the m useu m  s h o u l d  take 
and they are exam i n i n g  a n u m ber of opt ions.  That 
stu d y  is st i l l  u nder way. There is no o n g o i n g  formal 
ag reement in terms of the M useu m and the  G overn­
ment  of Man itoba.  We no d o u bt w i l l  want to rev iew 
very c losely the reco m mendat ions  and the d iscus­
s ions  that are now goi n g  on between M r. A u stman 
and the  Federal Govern ment and  the M a n itoba G ov­
ern ment  and the M useum Board to see w h at d i rect ion  
the  recom mendat ions  go towards. At that po int  i n  
t i m e, we' l l  be  ab le  to determ i n e  what k i n d  of ongo i n g  
fut u re comm itment there i s .  

I n  t e r m s  o f  p resent d a y  c o m m i tments ,  we a r e  p ro­
v id i n g ,  a long with the operat i n g  budget w h i c h  is 
i n c reased from $ 1 08,000 to $ 1 20,000 t h i s  year, p l u s  an 
add i t iona l  student  em ployment p rogram of six stu­
dents ,  w h i c h  i s  the same of l ast year in terms of assist­
i n g  the M useu m  wi th  the i r  o n g o i n g  operat ions .  That 
f u n d i n g  is i n  p l ace, there's an i n c rease there, but  any­
t h i n g  add i t iona l  there is n oth i n g  i n  terms of at the  
present t ime  that we've al ready d i scussed and we' re 
work i n g  o n .  We're wait i n g  for that study that is u nder  
way to be comp leted a n d  then we can exa m i n e  where 
we go from there.  

MR. CHAI RMAN: The Member for Art h u r. 
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MR. DOWNEY: Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I bel i eve the  appo i nt­
ment or  the study that was a n n o u n ced was done n ot 
too long  ago; I ' m  p retty sure it was the M i n ister h i m­
self  who was i n vo lved or one of the mem bers of h i s  
g overn ment that put  the study together.  We h a d  
f u n ded boards o f  d i rectors or  the board of d i rectors to 
look at other operat ions  t h ro u g hout  the country to 
see what in fact cou ld  be done to make some funda­
mental changes that wou ld  assist the m useu m peo­
p le .  C o u l d  the M i n ister i n d i cate to what l evel is h e  - I 
may be i n  the wro n g  p lace, I maybe m issed i t ,  but  I 
w o u l d  l i ke h i m  to make a comment  o n  the  H a l l  of 
Fame,  what f i nanc ia l  comm itment is there wi th i n  the 
Department of Agricu l tu re to s u p port the Ha ll of Fame 
t h i s  year? 

MR. U R USKI :  Mr. Cha i rman ,  t here is  $ 1 , 000 i n c rease, 



Monday, 12 April, 1982 

from $ 1 1 ,000 to $ 1 2 .000, for the H a l l  of Fame i n  terms 
of the operat ions of the Hal l  of Fame. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Rob l i n-Russel l .  

MR.  J .  WALLY McKENZIE {Roblin-Russell): I have 
two or th ree q u est ions ,  Mr. Cha i rman .  I wonder,  can 
the M i n i ster advise the House,  I t h i n k  i t  was the Advi­
sory Board met and  made certa i n  recom mendati ons 
regard i n g  b u i l d i n g  g rant appl i cat ions for  the  various 
fai rs arou n d  the prov ince of how many of  those 
c h anges can we ant ic i pate in the year ahead? I ' m  
wonder i ng i f  t h e  M i n i ster i s  cont i n u i n g  wi th  t h e  b u r­
sary program that was i n  p lace. We were very fortu­
nate to have one of my constituents qua l i fy for one of 
those last year and they rea l ly  appreciated i t .  

The other  th i n g  i s  the Keyston e  Centre in  B randon .  
I th ink  the prov i nce p icks u p  the def ic i t  or ha l f  of the 
def ic i t ,  i f  the M i n i ster can adv ise me how the Keystone 
operated i n  '81 . 

The  l ast q uest i o n ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  is the Farm Safety 
Progra m .  I wonder i f  the M i n ister can advise us  of any  
new programs or  any new s u g g est ions  f rom the 
department  to t ry a n d  cut  down t h e  n u m ber of farm 
acc idents that we're experienc ing  across the prov i nce.  

MR. UR USKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  before I get the answers 
to t h e  q u est ions concern i n g  Keystone a n d  the Farm 
Safety Prog ra m ,  cou ld  I ask the m e m ber w h i c h  b u r­
sary he is s peak i n g  about? 

MR. McKENZIE:  There's one for Agri c u ltu re and 
there's one for Eco n o m i cs I u nderstand .  That's from 
the Agricu l tu ral  Soc iety Advisory Board as I u nder­
stand i t ,  I t h i n k  they 're about  $ 1 00 eac h .  And then  
t here were some b u rsary programs in  Home Ee a n d  in  
Agr icu l tu re.  I d o n 't know how they were, I th ink  i t  was 
e i g h t  of Agr icu l tu ra l  b u rsaries and some maybe 1 5  i n  
H o m e  E e  o r  i t  cou ld  b e  v ice versa, I ' m  not s u re. 

MR. URUSKI :  Mr. Cha i rman ,  poss i b l y  the mem ber is 
referri ng to the Evelyn Ames b u rsary. That is ,  I am 
adv i sed,  a trust f u n d .  The depa rtment  i s  not  i nvolved 
in that area d i rect ly .  There i s  a trust fund  that has been 
estab l ished and it's o n g o i n g  by I ' m  s u re some g ro u p ;  
we're n o t  i nvolved i n  that d i rectly .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  w i th  respect to the  Keyston e  Centre,  
the a n n ua l  operat i n g  b u d get of the Centre i s  approx­
i m ately $600,000. 00. The def ic i t  for 1 980 was approx­
i mately $80, 000, w h i l e  the projected def ic i t  for 1 98 1  is  
$60, 000.00. Th is  def ic i t  i s  shared 50-50 between the 
prov i nce and the City of B rand o n .  The Centre has h ad 
good years i n  1 980 and 1 98 1 , b u t  as we a l l  rea l ize 
ever- i ncreas i n g  costs are affect i n g  the Centre opera­
t i o n s .  There has been a new major  add i t ion  to the  
Centre wh ich  h o n o u rab le  mem bers wou l d  have had 
the opport u n ity to v iew d u r i n g  the ir  t r ip  to the Royal  
Wi nter Fa ir  and I 'm s u re they went t h ro u g h ,  or maybe 
had the opport u n ity to tour  some of the  d i sp lays ,  
a l though the f loor has n ot had the  concrete put  i n .  
T h e  add i t ion  is  be i n g  s u pported b y  t h e  P rov i n c ia l  
Govern ment  to the  tune of $600, 000 . 00.  The  add i t ion  
i s  cost i ng  approx i m ately $ 1 . 2  m i l l i o n ;  we've al ready 
put forward the $600,000 towards that add i t ion ,  the  
prov i nce has al ready provided those funds .  I nsofar as  
the def ic i t ,  as I 've i n d i cated , we 've  com m i tted o u r-

selves to approx i m ately $60,000 i n  terms of the def ic i t .  
Oh,  yes, the Farm Safety Program.  Mr .  Cha i rman , 

the  department cost-shares th i s  prog ram or at least 
provides funds  to the Man itoba Safety Cou n c i l  w h i c h  
h as developed a fou r-sess ion  f a r m  fam i l y  safety 
cou rse for presentat ion  to farm g ro u ps t h roug hout  
M a n itoba.  Assistance h as been prov ided by organ iza­
t ions  l i ke Man itoba Hydro and the Agr icu l tura l  Chem­
ica l  Assoc iat ion  as wel l to t h i s  g ro u p .  There are 1 0  
q u a l i f ied i n stru ctors l ocated i n  several d i fferent 
com m u n it ies who h ave been tra i ned to present t h i s  
safety course,  and  any rural  g ro u p  w i s h i n g  t o  sponsor 
t h e  course m ay apply .  The course was offered to 1 0  
com m u n i t ies i n  '81 -82 and we're expect i n g  some 
i ncrease t h i s  year. 

I have to say to the honourab le  mem ber that 
a l th o u g h  we sponsored 1 0, f ive were cance l l ed 
because of low reg istrat ion .  People were j u st not tak­
i ng them up; but of the f ive that were del ivered , 
approx i m ately 1 30 farm fam i l ies g rad u ated i nvolv i n g  
a p p rox i m ately 2 5 0  peop le  i n  the  cou rse that was 
offered , so in terms of t hose people i nvolved, a fa i rly 
reasonab le  n u m ber  of peop le ,  but  t here are cou rses 
that were put on were not taken up as m u c h  as we had 
h o ped that they wou ld  be taken up .  

In  terms of t h e  b u i l d i n g  g rants to ag societ ies ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  the  f u n d s  that are be ing  p rovided are the 
same as l ast year ,  approx i m ately $ 1 45 ,800.00. 

MR. McKENZIE :  One f i na l  q u esti o n ,  Mr. Cha i rman .  I 
wonder ,  can t h e  M i n i ster advise,  is t here any change  
i n  the  d i str ict  d i rectors of  the Agri c u l t u ral  Societ ies 
Fa i r  Board? 

MR. U R U S K I :  N ot at this point in t ime, no. 
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M R .  C H A I R MA N :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber  for  
G ladstone .  

MRS. O LESON: Thank you ,  M r. Cha irman .  M r. M i n is­
ter, I 'm wonder i n g ,  do these Est i m ates refl ect any 
s u pport p rog ram for m u lt i -use b u i l d i n g s  for agr icu l ­
t u ral  societ ies o n  agr icu l t u ral  society grounds? I 'm  
part i c u lar ly  t h i n k i n g  of h a l l s  and r i n ks ,  and  I 'm  part i c­
u lar ly t h i n k i n g  of o n e  com m u n ity i n  m y  const i tuency.  
Treherne i s  i nterested in  rep lac i n g  a b u i l d i n g .  Does 
t h is ref lect any  plans or are you p lan n i n g  t h at in the 
future? 

MR. U R U S K I :  M r. Cha i rman ,  spec i f ica l ly ,  the funds  
u nder t h i s  appropr iat ion wou l d  be used  p red o m i ­
n a n t l y  f o r  ag r i cu l tu ra l  soc iet ies and the f u n d s  a re 
l i m i ted .  I n  terms of seek i n g  add i t iona l  fu n d i n g  for 
m u lt i -use b u i l d i n g s ,  I wou l d  ass u m e  the capita l  g rants 
that would be ava i l ab le  u nder the  lotter ies prog ra m ,  
t h e  com m u n i t ies wou l d  u s e  those k i n d s  o f  funds .  A t  
t h e  p resent t i m e ,  I ' m  not aware o f  a n y  other p rogram 
that would be ava i l a b l e  to com m u n ity g ro u ps to make 
u se of jo int  f u n d i n g  for m u l t i -use b u i l d i ngs .  The  funds 
that are be ing provided here as I u n derstand a re spe­
c i f ica l l y  for the  use  of the Agricu l tu ral  Society.  

MR. CHAI RMAN: The M e m ber for Art h u r. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  I t h i n k  the  M e m ber for  
G l adstone has ra ised an i m portant po int  and  one 
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wh ich  I wou ld  take the o pport u n ity to d i scuss with 
some of the co m m u n it ies a n d  the ir  ideas and  efforts 
to ex pand on fac i l i t ies w i th i n  a com m u n ity.  It wou ld  
be  he lp fu l  I ' m  s u re to th ose com m u n i t ies i f  the M i n is­
ter of Agri c u l t u re wou ld  in part of his Est i m ates or 
ex pend i tures looked at add i t iona l  funds  n ot j u st 
th ro u g h  lotteries but  add i t iona l  funds  comm itted by 
the Department  of Agri c u l t u re to s u p port phys ica l  
structu res or an  accom modat ion wi th i n  some of the 
ri n ks and d i fferent parts of the b u i l d i n g  struct u re to 
serv ice the ag r icu l tu re c o m m u n ity. Because a good 
exa m ple of that i s  the  serv ice that the  Keystone Cen­
tre p rov ides and I t h i n k  in  a s m a l l e r  way a lot  of the 
com m u n it ies .  The mem ber h as ment ioned Treherne;  
they have a des i re as a com m u n ity to put  u p  a new 
fac i l i ty;  to have the agr icu l t u ral  fairs use that b u i l d i n g  
l i k e  a l o t  of the other com m u n it ies and  j o i nt f u n d i n g  
b y  the Department  of Agr icu l tu re w i t h  other depart­
ments of g overn ment ,  I t h i n k ,  wou l d  be a m ove i n  the 
r ight  d i rect ion  to s u p port t hose com m u n it ies. 

Spec i f ica l l y ,  on t h i s  i tem and I wou ld  ask the M i n i s­
ter, has he i ncreased the g rant  to the Women's I nst i­
tute and  has he rei ntrod uced a g rant to the M a n itoba 
F a r m e rs '  U n i o n ,  M r .  C h a i r m a n ,  u n d e r  t h i s  
appropr iat ion?  

MR. U R USKI :  Yes ,  M r. C h ai rman ,  there i s  a n  i n c rease 
from $28,000 to $31 , 000 for the Women's  I nst itute.  

I want to t h a n k  the  h o n o u rab le  m e m ber for rai s i n g  
the p o i n t  of s o m e  add i t iona l  f u n d s  f o r  capita l  works.  I 
wou l d  l i ke to rem i n d  h i m  a n d  h i s  co l leag u es ,  the  Spe­
cial  M u n ic i pa l  Loans F u n d  was one such type of a 
fund  that was avai lab le  to g overnments to be ab le  to 
prov ide add i t iona l  f u n d i n g  and to m u n ic i pa l  govern­
ments or  com m u n ity groups  for j ust t h ose k i nds  of 
projects that t h e  H o n o u rab le  Mem ber for G ladstone 
ra ises and the Mem ber for A rt h u r  ra ises.  But  that ,  as 
the m e m ber well k n ows, was done away with and  
i ncorporated i nto the  last b udget to lower  the defic i t  
s i tuat i o n  of the  Prov i nce of M a n itoba,  so w h i le now I 
thank  them for the i r  s u ggest ions ,  I o n l y  rem i n d  them 
that they s h o u l d  have  been  a l it t le b i t  more str i ngent  
wi th  the i r  own co l leagues when t h ey were i n  govern­
ment  and  when they did away wi th  those k i n d s  of 
funds w h i c h  were used to ass ist com m u n it ies ,  m u n ic­
i pal i t ies ,  for the b u i l d i n g  of m u n i c i pal  works or  com­
m u n ity struct u res and  the l i ke. That k i n d  of f •J n d i n g  
was ava i l ab le .  

As wel l ,  I should ment i o n  that i t  may be worthwh i le 
to cons ider  programs of labour  forg iveness,  for 
examp le ,  in terms of the construct ion  w here com m u n­
ity g ro u ps got together i n  the i r  com m u n it ies to b u i l d  
add i t iona l  structures. Those k i nds  o f  programs were 
in terms of labour  forg i veness where com m u n ity 
g ro u ps wou ld  c h a n n e l  the i r funds  wh ich  they wou ld  
have raised i n  the com m u n ity for  the mater ia ls and  the 
s u p p l ies ,  and  the  p rovi nce wou ld  assist i n  terms of 
prov i d i n g  some labou r funds  to assist in the areas of 
u ne m p loyment ,  to take peop le  of the welfare ro l l s  and 
to take people off U ne m p l oyment  I ns u rance and the 
l i ke ,  people who were e m p l oyed. 

Those k i nds of programs w h i c h  were in p lace were, 
as the m e m ber well k n ows, done away wi th .  They d i d  
br i ng  s o m e  assistance to com m u n it ies i n  terms o f  
b u i l d i n g  very worth w h i l e  p rojects, o f  exte n d i n g  
com m u n ity h a l l s ,  and  b u i l d i n g  m u n ic i pa l  garages a n d  

those k i n d s  o f  t h i ngs .  Certa i n ly ,  I appreciate t h ose 
k i nds  of com ments ,  but the mem bers wel l k n ow that 
w h i l e  they ' re now tal k i n g  about  those k i n d s  of p ro­
g rams ,  the ax fe l l  very q u ick ly  after they were e lected . 
I ' m  p leased to hear the i r com ments because now 
t h ey're at least acknowled g i n g  that there was some 
m ea n i ngfu l  ass istance provided to com m u n it ies and 
peo p l e  who were u nem p loyed.  I g u ess i t  does m atter 
in the Leg is lat u re w h i c h  s ide  of the House  you are i n  
a n d  I g ive that for the i r  i nformat ion .  

Mr .  Cha i rman .  I t hank  the  h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  for 
ask i n g  me whether o r  not we have any  funds for  the 
Farmers' U n i o n .  There's been a req uest,  but  there's 
been n o  specif ic do l la r  in these Est i m ates, and cer­
ta i n l y  I thank  the h o n o u rab le  mem ber s i nce he wel l  
k nows what it 's l ike to p rov ide g rants to g roups ,  e i ther  
d i rect ly or  i n d i rect ly ,  for services ren dered . He  k n ows 
very wel l  how funds  can flow from govern ment ,  but  
we h ave not provided any funds  at th is  po int  in  t ime to 
the  Farmers' U n i o n .  I wou l d  t h i n k  that any f u n d s  to 
any g ro u p  that we wou ld  prov ide w o u l d  be t ied  to 
some work and p roject that they wou ld  be u n dertak­
i n g ,  t h at there w o u l d  be some resu lts from the p roject 
that wou ld  be usefu l to us  in govern ment  or  the organ­
izat ion  itself .  

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Cha i rman .  the M i n ister tr ies to 
l ead m e  to bel i eve that because of some part i cu la r  
chan ges that we made,  t h e  ru ra l  com m u n it ies were 
n ot ab le  to add agr icu l tural  fac i l i t ies ,  dua l  p u rpose 
fac i l i t ies .  or  ri n ks ,  or  com m u n ity centers .  That i sn 't 
the  case at a l l .  T h e  M i n ister,  if he t h i n ks the p rog ram 
was d o i n g  so wel l ,  why  hasn't  he i ntroduced i t  in h i s  
Est i m ates to do j ust that? 

Mr. Cha i rman ,  we also saw the u n e m ployment  rate 
go down to one of the record lows in M a n itoba d u ri n g  
o u r  term o f  off ice .  W e  d i d n 't part i c u l ar ly  h ave to p u t  i n  
the  m ake-work p roject he's tal k i n g  about ,  that i sn 't 
rea l l y  the p u rpose of o u r  o bject ive.  But ,  Mr .  C h a i r­
m a n ,  what we were referri n g  to is a m ea n i ngfu l  fac i l ity 
f u n ded t h ro ug h  the Department of Agr icu l tu re so 
agr icu l tura l  societies could use them d u r i n g  fai r  d ays 
and that  type of t h i n g .  I used the Keyston e  Centre as 
an examp le  in a l i tt le larger way, of some of the m u lt i ­
p le  uses that are tak i n g  place with taxpayers' funds .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  t h e  reason I asked the  q uest i o n  o n  
the p rov inc ia l  Farmers' U n ion  organ izat ion  that for 
the f o u r  or  e igh t  years pr ior, at least the fou r  years 
pr ior  to us gett i n g  i nto off ice in 1 977 ,  the New Demo­
crat i c  govern ment  of that t ime contr ibuted some 
$20,000 per year. I don 't k n ow how many years pr ior  
to - about 1 973 that wou ld  have been put  in ,  bu t  that  
tota l led as I look back and  saw i t ,  some $80,000 to a 
farm organ izat ion  that represented probably less than 
5 percent of the farmers of the  Prov i nce of Man itoba.  I 
j u st c o u l d n 't fi g u re out  how he cou ld  j u st i fy i t .  He i s  
now referr i n g  to some spec i f ic  work  project, or  some 
part i c u l a r  j o b  h e  wants  them to do .  They are p retty 
we l l  a l i g ned wi th  t h e  present M i n ister of Agri c u l t u re 
a n d  that's why I ' m  ask i n g .  I s  he prepared , or i s  h e  
prov i d i n g ,  or  a r e  there funds that h e  has ava i lab le  t o  
p rov ide to the Farmers' U n i o n  e i ther i n  a d i rect w a y  as 
a g rant  or  to h i re a serv ice that they may be ab le  to 
prov ide? I wou l d  ask the M i n ister d i rect ly ,  i s  h e  pre­
par i n g  to do that ,  or  has he done it to th i s  po int?  
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MR. U R U S K I :  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I answered the q u esti o n  
o f  the h o n o u rab le  mem ber.  I i n d i cated that there's 
been a req u est for funds,  but  there's been n o  specif ic 
amount  i n d i cated that we wi l l  be prov id ing  at a l l .  

M R .  DOWNEY: M r .  Cha i rman ,  i s  h e  go ing  t o  prov ide  
funds  to the Farmers' U n i o n ?  

M R .  U R U S K I :  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  certai n l y  I wou l d  want 
to consider any app l i cat ion for funds very serious ly  in 
terms of the specif ic use of those fu nds .  

MR. DOWNEY: O n e  can on ly  assume ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  
that the M i n i ster i s  prepari ng to  prov ide f inanc ia l  
assistance to a farm organ ization  that represents less 
t h a n  5 percent of the peop le .  That 's  rea l l y  what we 
have to ass u m e  from h i s  answers and he is not deny­
i n g  i t ,  so we w i l l  p roceed to carry o n .  I t h i n k  probably 
the  M i n ister wou l d  be wel l  advised i f  he does make 
such a n  ag reement  o r  a contract, that we would know 
about i t  and  the  specif ic  object ive or  the reaso n i n g  for 
that part icu lar  f u n d i n g .  

Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  I d o n 't t h i n k  I h ave any  more q u es­
t ions  in t h i s  part i cu la r  area u n l ess some of my co l­
leag ues have. 

MR. C H A I R MAN: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for 
N iakwa. 

MR. ABE K OVNATS (Niakwa): T h a n k  you, M r. 
Cha i rman .  I g u ess there's not too many people u p  i n  
t h e  g a l lery a s  p e r  usua l  j ust when I get u p  t o  a s k  a 
q u estio n ,  but  I wou l d  l i ke to j ust ask the Honourab le  
M i n ister a coup le  of sma l l  q uest ions  h ere. 

F i rst of a l l ,  are there any g rants bei n g  made to the 
St. V ita l  Agr icu l tu ra l  Society? Are they st i l l  i n  ex ist­
ence? And i f  they are st i l l  in existence, to what extent 
are they kee p i n g  the Agr icu l tural  Society operat i n g ?  

M R .  U R U S K I :  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I t h i n k  the  Honourab le  
M e m ber for N iakwa cou ld  probab ly  e n l i g hten me 
whether or  not the  St. V i ta l  Ag Society is  st i l l  i n  exist­
ence .  He'd probably be able to p rov ide  me with that 
i nformat i o n .  If n ot ,  I have to tel l h i m  I don ' t  know.  I ' l l  
b e  q u ite h o n est w i t h  the  h o n o u rab le  mem ber. I w i l l  
c h e c k  to f i nd  out  whether that organ izat ion  is  st i l l  i n  
existence a n d  what funds ,  i f  any ,  h ave f lowed o r  are 
f low i n g  now. I ' m  n ot aware of any funds  be ing  b u d­
geted for t h at group ,  but  I obv ious ly  am n ot aware of 
everyt h i n g  that 's g o i n g  o n .  I ' l l  h ave to check for that 
honourab le  mem ber. 

MR. KOVNATS: I wou ld  j u st rem i n d  the Honourab le  
M i n i ster that the St. V ita l  Agricu l tu ra l  Society d id  exist 
at one t i me .  I d o n 't k n ow of any contact with them i n  
t h e  l ast l i t t le w h i le ,  b u t  a s  a m atter o f  fact t h e  property 
that they had, they had some sheds there where they 
had horses, they used to have f lower shows a l l  a long  
where the St .  V i ta l  C u r l i n g  C lub  i s  at th i s  t ime .  -
( I nterject i o n ) - The f lowers g rew wel l t here, t hat's 
r ight .  I wasn't t ry i n g  to be h u mo u rous  in th i s  regard,  
M r. M i n i ster, i n as m u c h  as I thought there there's got 
to be some societ ies who do take advantage of the 
Prov i nc ia l  G overn ment  and do sti l l  accept g rants and 
there is  n oth i n g  to do with agricu l tu re with these 
societ ies at a l l ,  but t hey are accept i n g  g rants u nder 

Agr icu l tural  Society g rants.  
I t h i n k  that in some cases maybe they are putt i n g  

the g overn ment t h ro u g h  and I rea l ly  wou ldn ' t  w a n t  to 
see that happen .  That 's one of the reasons I had asked 
about the St .  Vita l  Agr icu l t u ra l  Society, not  t h at I had 
any reason to bel ieve that they were t ry i n g  to put  
t h ro u g h  the  govern ment ,  but i f  there's been  some 
con nect ion  with  sport i n g  g roups t h ro ug h  the Agr icu l ­
t u ra l  Society, arenas and  th ings of that natu re. I was 
j u st t h i n k i n g  that maybe there's an  opport u n i ty of 
gett i n g  some sort of an organ izat ion  ca l led t h e  St. 
Bon i face Agr icu l tural Society w h i c h  has m u c h  farm­
land arou n d  in my area and start i n g  this soc iety, 
rece iv ing  a g rant and putt i n g  i t  i nto a sports c o m plex 
of some k i n d ,  would that be acceptable ,  Mr.  M i n i ster, 
and sti l l  fol low the terms of reference for the societ ies? 

MR. U R U S K I :  M r. Cha i rman ,  i f  there's an  agri c u l t u ral  
society and  board that feels  that i t  would q u a l i fy for 
any  i tems u n der this B u d get in terms of g rants that 
may be ava i lab le ,  they obv ious ly  s h o u l d  be i n  touch  
w i th  o u r  b ranch  and to u n derstand h ow the  program 
operates and  contact them.  We h ave o u r  D i rector of 
Ag Societ ies i nvolved in that .  I f  t h ey wou ld  w i s h  to 
correspond with me,  we'd certa i n l y  forward a l etter on 
to them so they could be considered . I can't tel l  the 
h o n o u rable member whether spec i f ica l ly  this wou ld  
be covered or  not ;  I 'd l i ke to hear f rom the  g r o u p  and 
then that determi nat ion cou ld  be made .  
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MR.  K OVNATS: One step f u rther  then ,  I t h i n k  t h at it 's 
a wonderfu l opport u n ity .  I had asked the Honou rable 
M i n ister of Sports and Recreat ion  w h ether ,  i n  fact ,  we 
cou l d  receive some f u n d i n g  for a covered arena 
w here t h e  g i rl s  can p lay r ingette, but  n ot w i th  art i f ic ia l  
ice ,  j ust w i th  a bare s urface that wi l l  keep -( I nter­
ject i o n ) - a n d  I u n derstan d  that 's another  part of the  
story. Wh at I ' m  rea l ly  i n terested i n  i s  getti n g  an  a rena 
for m y  area,  real l y  that's the i m portant part of gett i n g  
an  arena f o r  m y  area, wh ich  i f  we h ave to work i n  with 
the Agr ic u l t u ra l  Society to get a n  arena because 
they ' re g o i n g  to s h ow a few horse s h ows or  t h i n gs of 
that n at u re .  I ' m  laying the cards on the table;  I 'm n ot 
shoot i n g  from way out i n  the left f ie ld  there .  Th is  i s  my 
i ntent ion a n d  I wou ld  l i ke to p u rs u e  i t  i f  t here's that 
opport u n ity of cal l i n g  it an agricu l tu ral  soc iety and 
hav i n g  an  arena wh ich  we can use as a two-p urpose 
affa i r ,  l i ke to p l ay hockey or  r i ngette, and to h ave 
horse s h ows s i m i lar  to what i s  in B ra n d o n  and I ' m  n ot 
aga i nst what t h ey do i n  B ran d o n .  B u t  I 'd l i ke to k now 
w h ether ,  in fact, we can p u rsue that here in the C i ty of 
Wi n n i peg ,  do  we fo l low the same ru les? 

MR. U R U S K I :  M r. Cha i rman ,  my remarks to the Hon­
o u rab le  M e m ber for N iakwa, m y  answer to the  Hon­
o u rab le  M e m ber for  G l adston e  w o u l d  be the same 
one  as I gave  to her  i n  te rms  of m u l t i -use b u i l d i ng s ,  i n  
te rms  of ava i l a b i l i ty o f  m o n ies o r  g rants for  structu res 
that are in add i t ion  to, or  to be used over and above for 
other  uses t h a n  an ag society, M r. C h ai rman .  W h i l e  i n  
Brandon ,  t h e  Brandon h a s  an h i stor ical  s i g n if i cance 
to t h e  Prov i n ce of Man itoba as bei n g  a prov i nc ia l  
exh i b i t ion .  T h ey are  a jo in t  fund ing  between the  C ity 
of B ra n d o n ,  t h e  prov i nce and  the  Ag Society beca u se 
of t h e  actua l ly  tr i lateral use of that fac i l i ty,  so there's 
q u ite a b i t  of d i fference between w h at h e  is  spea k i n g  
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of. But  the answer I gave to the  Honourab le  Mem ber 
for G ladstone in solar as j o i n t  other  uses than j ust the 
Ag Society wou l d  ho ld .  

MR. C H A I R M A N :  4 . (1) (3) -pass, 4. ( 1) -pass; 4 . ( g )  
Com m u n icat ions  B ranc h ,  4 . ( g ) ( 1 )  Salaries - t h e  
Honourable Member f o r  Art h u r. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr.  Cha i rman ,  the Com m u n icat ions  
Branch wi th i n  the Department  of Agr icu l ture, as far  as  
the overa l l  deta i l ed a n d  tec h n ica l  i nformat i o n  that i s  
p rovided for  the  farm com m u n ity,  has certa i n l y  i n  
some people's est i mat ion n ot been  perform i n g  a job  
q u ite as wel l  as i t  cou ld  have poss ib ly  been  a n d  fo l l ow­
i n g  those k i n ds of c o m m e nts a n d  d iscuss ion with 
part icu lar ly media  people ,  peop le  t h roug hout  ru ral 
M a n itoba and people who are respons ib le  for getti n g  
i nformat ion  o u t ,  w e  proceeded,  M r. Cha i rman ,  to do 
rea l l y  an i n-house study  of:  N o .  1 ,  the  q ua l i ty of the  
com m u n icat ions - ( I nterject ion ) - wel l ,  ca l l  i t  i n ­
house, out-house,  i t  doesn ' t  rea l ly  m atter, i t  was  done 
anyway. A very q u a l i f ied person was h i red by the  
department to  rev iew and real ly the terms of reference 
I thought  were fair ly broad as far as the overa l l  obj ec­
tive, and that was i f  the i nformat ion  that the C o m m u n ­
icat ions  B r a n c h  were putt i n g  out  wasn't  o f  good 
m ater ia l  or good q u a l i ty ,  then the d istr i but ion  of i t  as 
far as I was concerned i t  was better off not to h ave a 
wide d istri but ion and  be kept fa ir ly l i m ited.  

So, we're spen d i n g  p u b l i c  m o n ey and I t h i n k  i t 's 
i m portant that the  max i m u m ,  we were concerned, as 
far as tt.a q ual ity of the i nformat ion ,  i t  had to be top­
n otch and the d istr i but ion  and the effect iveness of 
that i n format ion  had to be as broad and as w ides­
p read as poss i b le .  At what stage i s  that rev iew at? H as 
the  M i n i ster changed it i n  a n y  way a n d  w i l l  we get a 
copy of the report? 

The same, Mr .  Cha i rman ,  there were certa i n l y  i nd i ­
v id ua ls  who were e m p l oyed wi th i n  the Department of 
C o m m u n i cat ions ,  cou ld  he at t h i s  part i cu la r  t i m e  say 
i f  t here are any c h a n ges of  person ne l  in o r  out of the 
C o m m u n icat ions  B ranch?  As wel l ,  there was h i red to 
ass ist i n  some of the  com m u n i cat ions work an i n d i­
v idua l  by the n a m e  of Fran Wers h l er, cou ld  he n ow 
g i ve us the status  of t hat part i c u lar  i nd i v i d u a l  who 
worked wi th  the M i n ister's office but as wel l  wi th the 
Com m u n icat ions  Branch? 

MR. URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  the h o n o u rab le  member 
l i ke ly knows that the study that he's referr i n g  to is  the 
one that he com m i ss ioned and aga i n st the recom­
mendat ions of h is  department  i n  terms of who made 
p roposals and in terms of value for the funds that were 
req u ested . The M i n i ster, h i mself ,  made the dec is ion ;  I 
g u ess he wanted to prov ide  someone wi th  a specif ic 
job  to do.  That project was to be conc l uded by the end 
of January .  We st i l l  have n ot rece ived the report ;  we've 
req uested i t  on several occas ions .  We were advised 
that some t ime this week o r  next week that report w i l l  
be ava i l ab le  to u s  and I a m  certa i n l y  await i n g  that 
report and  that ana lys is  that was done .  I n sofar as staff 
w i th i n  the department ,  there bas ica l ly  is no changes I 
t h i n k  i n  the fu l l-t i m e  staff. There had been a term 
pos i t ion  that exp i red in M arch that wasn't  renewed. 
There's been another person h i red in that term posi­
t ion for I t h i n k  i t 's  a s i x  m o n t h  term,  a n d  we' re j ust 

try i n g  that out ,  but  i n  terms of the  f u l l  pos i t ions ,  t h e  
complement st i l l  rem a i n s  the  same. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  i f  the M i n i ster's try i n g  
t o  m a k e  a n  issue w i t h  me a s  far a s  I was concerned,  
and my not tota l l y  ag ree i n g  wi th  the ad m i n ist rat i o n  or 
the staff and  a part icu lar  issue,  that certa i n l y  i s n 't 
somet h i n g  new. I d i d n 't ag ree wi th  my staff, part i cu­
lar ly  those that were t ry i n g  to promote metr ic  i n  the  
agricu l tu re com m u n ity,  and - ( I nterject i o n ) - the 
comments that a re com i n g  are certa i n l y  he lpfu l  a n d  I 
w i l l  y ie ld  the  f loor  to a l low some of the  s peeches to be 
more d i rect ly put  on the record . It looks l i ke R uss 
Doern's been at work agai n .  

M r .  Cha i rman ,  t h e  study w h i c h  I ' m  referr i n g  to  -
( I nterject i o n ) - Mr .  Cha i rman ,  the M i n ister refers to 
the fact that I went agai nst my department  in hav i n g  
the  study o f  the  C o m m u n icat ions  B ra n c h .  I haven't  
seen any department  of any govern ment  to th is po i nt ,  
Mr .  Cha i rman ,  t h at d i d n 't want to have a rev iew d o n e  
o f  the i r part icu la r  department .  M r. Cha i rman ,  i t 's 
typ ical  for the  M i n i ster to s i t  there and say that  the 
Department  of Com m u n icat ions  d i d n't  n eed to h ave a 
rev i ew done,  that  we s h o u l d  spend the  taxpayers' 
m oney and n ot take a look at rea l l y  the q u al i ty and the  
d istr i but ion of i nformation f rom the department .  T hat, 
M r. Cha i rman ,  I h ave no  prob lem wi th ,  the same as the 
Department  of Agr icu l tu re ,  we're not go ing to push 
metr ic  a l l  over  m e  and a l l  over  the farmers in  M a n i ­
toba. I stood u p ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  and res isted that k i n d  
o f  a n  act i o n ,  a n d  i t ' s  on  the  record , i t 's i n  p ress 
releases, and a l l  the ev idence s h ows h ow I stood o n  
that pos i t ion ,  the  s a m e  a s  I felt about the  rev iew of t h e  
Com m u n icat ions  B ranc h .  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  the M i n i ster 
has referred to the l ay i n g  off or  the f i r i ng  or  the e n d i n g  
o f  a t e r m  pos i t ion  of the Com m u n icat ions  person and 
i t ' s  been  ref i l l ed .  Who now has that job ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  
to the M i n ister? 

M R .  U R USKI :  The i n d iv idua l  that has been h i red i n  
the term pos i t ion  i s  M iss Lo is  Sch losser. I s h o u l d  
m e n t i o n  to the  h o n o u rab le  mem ber, spec i f ica l ly ,  I 
neg lected to ment ion  to h i m  that one person from the 
Com m u n i cat i o n s  B ranch h as been seconded to 
another  department to do com m u n icat ions  work .  
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The mem ber a lso s poke about the  depart m ent 
bei n g  o pposed to hav i n g  a rev iew done .  M r. C h a i r­
m a n ,  m aybe the M i n ister wants to s l o u g h  that one 
over  o r  m aybe h e  doesn ' t ,  m aybe h i s  mem ory i s  a b i t  
weak ,  but  the fact  of the m atter is ,  the  department  
wasn ' t  oppos i n g  the rev iew at a l l .  I n  fact, as I u n der­
stan d  i t ,  the M i n ister author ized the  rev iew to be 
made,  t h e  depart m ent accepted i t ,  and  they received 
proposals from two g rou ps,  o r  one i nd i v idua l  and 
another group ,  and in terms of the recom mendat ions 
to the M i n ister, i n  fact, I bel ieve even before he 
dec ided to make the  dec is ion ,  he went  ahead and 
moved i t  a long wi thout  hav i n g  the benefit of h is  
department 's  v iews as to the  com petency and the 
qua l i f icat ions  of the g roups i nvolved . 

So let the m e m ber not try and i n d icate that  the 
department  was somehow re l u ctant to have a rev iew 
done. There was n o  arg u ment  about a review bei ng 
done o r  not done ,  M r. Cha i rman .  The dec is ion  was 
made by the M i n ister to g ive someone a job in terms of 
revi ew without  regard to the com petency a n d  the 
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scope of t h e  review and t h e  adeq uacy of the  peop le  
i nvolved i n  te rms  of bei n g  q ua l i f ied or  not q u a l i f ied ,  
M r. Cha i rman .  Let  the M i n i ster not t ry  and fudge the  
record on  that one .  The mem ber, pardon me .  

MR. DOWNEY:  I ' m  s u re i f  I st i l l  was the M i n ister t h at 
the  farm com m u n ity wou ld  probably have some d i ff i­
c u l t ies i n  u nderstan d i n g  the pol ic ies and d i rectio n ,  
b u t  n o t  q u i te a s  many a s  they ' re havi n g  w i t h  the  c u r­
ren t  M i n i ster that's there. I wou l d  l i ke to, for the record 
Mr. Cha i rman ,  say that I in no way, shape or  form i n  
be i n g  a part o f  t h e  select i o n ,  I d iscussed wi th  m y  staff 
the pros and cons of the d i fferent g ro u ps who were 
bei n g  recom mended .  The qua l i f icat ions as far as 
each one or each group or one or the other were 
concerned,  as far as I was concerned,  were p retty 
m u c h  eq ua l ,  depends on  the k i nd  of work and the cost 
to do that work com pared , the select ion I made,  I 
t h i n k , wi th  the department  was one that wou l d  be 
m ost effective. 

The n ames, the one who h as the job - there's a G a i l  
Watson who is  t h e  D i rector o f  Home Econom ics for 
the  Prov ince  of Man itoba for several  years,  a person 
who has a p retty good k n owledge of the work i n g s  of 
govern ment ,  the work i n g s  with the farm com m u n ity,  
the  home econom ist ,  the ag reps, the total farm com­
m u n ity;  and  the other i nd iv idua l ,  I be l ieve was a Doc­
tor Lan g ,  who I went to u n i versity u nder ,  h e  was the 
D i rector of the School  of Ag ri cu l tu re, a f ine gent le­
m a n  and a l i ne  person a n d  very capable - ( I nter­
ject ion ) - l ine  person ,  very capable ,  so I have n o  
prob lems i n  sta n d i n g  here debat i n g  t h e  t w o  d i fferent  
q u a l i t ies of the  people ,  they' re both eq u a l ,  bu t  t h e  
k i n d  o f  w o r k  that was n eeded to be d o n e ,  I f e l t  w i th  the 
cost  that  had to be looked at,  that the  proper decis i o n  
w a s  m a d e  and I l ive by that .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  I j u st want to k n ow specif ica l l y  who 
was moved from the Department of Com m u n icat ions  
and what department were they m oved to?  

MR. URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  no  one was  m oved.  
There was a req uest by the e m ployee to be seconded 
to another department and i t  was g ranted.  

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  who was that i n d iv id­
u a l ?  Does the  M i n i ster h ave a prob lem i n  tel l i n g  u s  
who the i n d iv idual was and  where was the  person 
seconded to? 

MR. U R U S K I :  Mr. Cha i rman ,  the i nd iv idual was M r. 
A l l a n  Cohen .  He was seconded to the  Department  of 
Consumer  and Corporate Affai rs .  

MR. DOWNEY:  Wel l ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I 'm j u st sorry that 
the i n d iv idua l  hadn't  req uested that they m ove pr ior  to 
t h i s  M i n i ster c o m i n g  i n .  I h ave n ot h i n g  wrong with the 
i nd iv idua l ,  but certai n l y  it  wou l d n 't h ave been any 
prob lem .  - ( I nterject ion ) - Mr. Cha i rman ,  no ,  that 
wasn't  what any study was about .  M r. Cha i rman ,  the  
i n d i v i d u a l ,  I g u ess,  loo k i n g  at some of t h e  past  as far  
as the  po l i t ica l  aff i l i at ion was  concerned,  one cou ld  
suspect that he is  not  too  far  away f rom the  th ink ing  of  
the p resent government .  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  the  s tudy  h e  
h a s  i n d i cated w i l l  be released . 

H ow, M r. Cha i rman,  and what basis d i d  the  M i n ister 
h i re the new i nd iv idua l  for the  Com m u n i cat ions  

B ra nc h  and  was  the  j o b  offered to the i nd i v i d u al who 
was  i n  that job? Fran  Wersh ler  was  work i n g  there ,  was 
the j o b  offered to her to cont i n u e  on  or  d i d  h e  h i re 
another  i n d iv idua l?  What were the  qua l i f icat ions  and  
what  d id  he use  as  h is  c riteria for  h i ri n g  that i n d iv idua l?  

MR. URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  the  j o b  was n ot offered 
to the i n d iv idua l  who was there .  The term exp i red and 
we h i red someone else wi th  com m u n icat ions  s k i l l s  
who h a s  h a d  experience wi th  rura l  newspapers f o r  a 
n u m ber  of years, wi th  the media ,  and i n  wr it i n g  wi th  
the C B C  p l u s  other com m u n i cations  backg rou n d  and 
the term is  a s ix-month term to see how t h i n g s  work 
out .  

MR. DOWNEY: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman,  I am d isappoi nted 
that the M i n i ster had not g iven the i n d iv idua l  an 
opport u n ity to cont i n u e  o n  as I 'm s u re her  e m p l oy­
ment  was str ict ly on  the basis of q u a l i f icat io n s ,  and so 
in other words one can cons ider  that h e  gave her  t h e  
a x e  o r  f i red a s  wel l  a s  h e ' s  done with  a l ot of the  other 
peop l e  that have been aro u n d ,  and  part i c u lar ly  some 
of the  board l ayoffs that he's m ade.  I j u st have to 
ass u m e  that when she wasn't offered the job, he 
hasn't exp la ined why she wasn ' t .  

MR. U R USKI :  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  the  m e m be r  s h o u l d  
know that she w a s  on  term . Her  t e r m  exp i red .  When a 
term exp i res the emp loy ing  authority,  the M i n ister 
has the  opport u n ity to seek other e m p l oyees or  con­
t i n u e  on. We a l lowed the term to exp i re and  we h i red 
someone else also on term and see how i t  w i l l  work 
out .  

M R .  C H A I R MA N :  4 . ( g ) ( 1 ) -pass ;  4 . ( g ) ( 2 ) -pass ; 
4. ( g ) -pass; there are no do l la r  amou nts u nder  4 . ( h ) ,  
4 . ( h ) -pass. 

T h at conc ludes the i tems under  Reso lu t ion  No .  1 1 ,  
the Agr icu l tura l  Product ion D iv is ion . 
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T H E R E F O R E  B E  IT R ESOLVED that it be g ranted 
to Her  M ajesty a sum not exceed i n g  $9,767 , 400 for 
A g r i c u l t u re ,  Agr icu l tu ral  Prod uct ion D iv i s ion  for t h e  
f iscal  y e a r  e n d i n g  the 3 1 st d a y  of M a rc h ,  1 983-pass. 

We w i l l  cont i n u e  with Reso lu t ion  No. 1 2 , Reg iona l  
Agr icu l tu ral  Extens ion ,  I tem N o .  5 . ( a) ( 1 )  Sa lar ies -
The Honourab le  Mem ber for Art h u r. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. C ha i rman ,  the  Reg iona l  A g ri c u l ­
t u ra l  Extens ion Services provided by the  Department 
of Agr icu l ture ,  I feel  in  the  l ast fou r  years had been 
used by the  farm c o m m u n ity o n  a b roader bas is .  I 
know that i n  com i n g  i nto office some fou r  years ago,  
1 977,  the morale of the  Department  of Agr icu l tu re I 
don 't t h i n k  cou ld  h ave been lower.  The agr icu l t u re 
representatives and  the  f ie ld staff who had to work 
d i rect ly wi th  the  farm com m u n ity were somewhat 
t remendous ly  broken dow n .  They were u pset, there 
had been some p retty i n c red ib le  long  term agr icu l tu­
ra l  representat ives who had left t h e  Department  of  
Agr icu l tu re. 

The past Deputy- M i n ister of Agr icu l tu re w h o  i s  re­
e m p l oyed by the present g overn ment  agai n ,  I feel was 
overd o m i nant  in h i s  approach to the contro l l i n g  of 
those people and how they shou ld  operate. The  d i rect 
d i rect ion  of the S c h reyer ad m i n i strat ion  with B i l l  
Janssen a s  Deputy- M i n ister d i rected t h e  ag reps to 
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work with a very sma l l  seg ment  i n  soc iety, with a very 
m i n i mal  n u m ber of farmers, that the m o re ag ress ive,  
product ive farmers the ag r i cu l tu ra l  rep resentatives 
were told n ot to deal  with t h e m ,  to com m u n i cate w i th  
them.  They were, I wou ld  say,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  left i n  a 
pos i t ion of be i n g  very m u c h  as p rofess iona l  peop le ,  
very m u c h  frust rated i n  the i r  jobs  to better the  total o f  
agricu l tu re com m u n ity. 

I wou l d  hope,  Mr Cha i rman ,  that the present M i n i s­
ter does not a l low that to happen .  We have b u i l t u p  
over the past fou r  years some i n cred i b le  i n d iv idua ls  i n  
t h e  m ore sen i o r  pos i t ions .  W e  h ave, I t h i n k ,  changed 
the  whole att i tude of the Department  of Agr icu l t u re 
a n d  the i r  relat ions h i p  with the  farm com m u n ity that 
t here to work w i th  the  tota l farm com m u n ity a n d  I 
h o pe ,  M r. Cha i rman , that wou l d  be t h e  case carry i n g  
o n  w i t h  t h i s  part i c u l a r  M i n ister .  Because,  M r. C h a i r­
m a n ,  there is no po in t  of us vot i n g  f u n d s  to h i re peop le  
who are  go ing  to  be p u p pets of a Deputy- M i n i ster of  
Agr icu l tu re or  of some left-w i n g  m i nded i nd i v i d u al 
w i th i n  the sen ior  ran k s  of the  Department  of Agr icu l ­
t u re and  t ry and  d i rect them to dea l  w i th  spec i f ic  
peop le  and  deal  w i th  po l icy  a n d  t ry and i m p lement  
left-wi n g  po l i c ies i n stead of do ing  t h e i r  j o b  as profes­
s iona l  peop le  and try and better the tec h n ica l  s k i l l s  
a n d  the  management  s k i l l s  a n d  a ll t hose areas that 
farmers need s u p port f rom t h e  Depart m e n t  of 
Agr icu l ture .  

M r .  Cha i rman , it would be a shame i f  t h e  who le  
morale of the R eg iona l  Extens ion  Offices were to  
deg rade l i ke they were pr ior  to 1 977 . 1 w o u l d  hope,  M r. 
C h a i rm a n ,  that the  M i n i ster wou l d  not  make those 
k i n d s  of po l i cy changes or  g ive those d i rectives that 
wou l d  u nderm i n e  the  efforts that t h e  ag reps have 
carr ied on. I cou l d  n ame a few names but  there have 
been tremendous contr i but ions  made by the F ie ld  
Serv ice  in  the Department of A g r i c u l t u re part ic u lar ly  
when  we've seen t h e  tou g h  t i mes t h at we've seen with  
the drought ,  f lood a n d  a l l  t h ose e lements that we've 
had to face, at the same t i me ,  Mr C h a i rman with the  
c u rrent  eco n o m i c  cond i t ions  t h at t h e  farm com m u n­
ity a re fac i n g .  A l l  farmers need the  a b i l i ty to contact a 
profess i o n a l  agri c u lt u ra l  person to g ive them advice,  
s u p port a n d  conf idence t h at they h ave someone 
wi th i n  the exte n s i o n  who u n derstands  their  d iffi cu lty.  

I would hope,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  that the  M i n ister does 
n ot p lan  to try and force u p o n  them programs or 
p h i l osoph ies that is not in the best i nterests of the  
farmers, but i t  appears as i f  i t 's  start i n g  out  a l ready. 
We have the ag reps ret u rn i ng to program ad m i n istra­
tors of Beef Prog rams and I nterest R ate Rel i ef P ro­
g rams ,  add i t iona l  leg work that - ( I nterject ion )- M r. 
Cha i rman ,  the M i n i ster says, I hope so.  M r. Cha i rman ,  
I wou ld  hope  that h e  wou l d  ask some of h i s  staff to  
recom mend to h im  h ow i t  cou ld  be h a n d led better 
than  i t  was the l ast t i m e  a n d  I ' m  s u re t h at be ing  ded i ­
cated c iv i l  servants that they wou ld  n ot ret u rn to be i n g  
bankers or  i n d iv idua ls  who don 't n ecessar i ly  feel that 
that 's their  l i ne of work;  as I say,  profess iona l  agrolo­
g i sts who I t h i n k  have a b road ran g e  of respo n s i b i l i ­
t ies throughout  the farm com m u n ity.  

Mr.  C h a i r m a n ,  I wou l d  say to the M i n ister that 
it wou l d  be a m i stake if he was to return  to that 
k i nd  of demoral i z i ng  s i tuat ion  with i n  the Department of 
Agr icu l ture.  

1371 

MR. URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  obv ious ly  there may be 
some d i fference of o p i n i o n  i n  terms of how o n e  
s h o u l d  ad m i n istrate and set the  g u idance f o r  h i s  
department between myself and  the Honourab le  
Mem ber for  A rt h u r. The Member  for  Art h u r, i f  I u nder­
stand h i s  com ments ,  that if you happen to be a C o n ­
servat ive and w o r k  i n  the Department of Agri c u l t u re,  
you ' re okay.  I f  you happen to be a L i beral o r  New 
Democrat, you ' re i n  troub le  because that 's not  w h at 
t h e  farmers of Man itoba want .  That 's  the  way t h e  
Honourab le  Member  f o r  Art hu r  i s  s i z i ng  u p  and  look­
ing at how the  Department of Agr icu l tu re s h o u l d  be 
ru n .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  i t  i s  not my i ntent ion t o  operate that 
way.  I 've asked a n d  I 've received the  f u l l  co-operat i o n  
of the  staff w i th i n  the  department  a n d  I expect t h at I ,  
as M i n i ster, a n d  we as govern ment  w i l l  set down cer­
ta i n po l icy d i rect ions and we w i l l  expect the staff to 
carry out those po l i cy dec is ions  in terms of the way 
we see po l icy thrusts go ing  ahead.  

M r. Cha i rman ,  what the pol i t ics of the i n d iv i d u a l  
a r e ,  t h a t  i s  u p  to themselves but ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I 
expect as peop le  work i n g  for t h e  p u b l i c  of Man itoba 
t h at t h ey w i l l  be i nvolved a n d  t hey w i l l  carry out  the 
po l i cy d i rectives of th is govern ment  to the best of 
the i r  a b i l i ty .  I want to say, M r. Cha i rman ,  as I sa id  
ear l ier ,  I 've asked and received the  f u l l  co-operat i o n  
of t h e  staff who are i nvolved i n  the  I nterest Rate 
P rogra m .  

There i s  n o  a n d  has been very l i t t le docu mentat i o n  
as t o  the prob lem areas i n  terms of the f i n a n c i a l  d i ff i ­
c u l t ies that farmers face. There's very l i tt le  i nforma­
t ion  documented i n  terms of both pr ivate and  p u b l i c  
i nst i tut ions a s  t o  w h o  rea l ly  i s  i n  tro u ble .  M r. C h a i r­
m a n ,  th i s  exerc ise if anyth i n g  w i l l  certa i n l y  br i n g  out  
the  p rofess iona l  q ua l i t ies and  t h e  profess iona l  exper­
t ise that o u r  department has and  is ab le to offer the 
farmers of Man itoba. M r. Cha i rman ,  i n  t h i s  exerc i se 
we w i l l  be able to at least br ing  about the p rofess i o na l ­
i s m  t h e  department  has i n  terms of offer ing  adv ice for  
peop le  who need assistance i n  mak ing management  
dec is ions for peop le  who are i n  f inanc ia l  d i ffi c u lty.  
This exerc ise w i l l  certai n l y  put  our staff to the test i n  
terms o f  the i r effectiveness a n d  the i r  ass istance that 
they can offer the  farmers of Man itoba. 

So the h o n o u rab le  mem bers m i g ht want to q u i bb le 
about  the  p ro g ra m  and the  extent of the  prog ram ,  M r. 
C h a i rm a n .  T h i s  exerc ise certa i n l y  w i l l  g ive us a better 
u nderstand i n g ,  a better fee l i n g  and a more and better 
data in terms of the f inanc ial p i cture and s i tuat ion  of 
many farmers in Man itoba. 

I t  w i l l  a lso help us  to be able to dovetai l ,  to be ab le  to 
deve lop our cred i t  po l ic ies and how they can affect 
and better assist the farm i n g  com m u n ity,  M r. C h a i r­
m a n .  T h at is part of the exerc ise that we are i nvo lved 
i n .  

M r. Cha i rman ,  t h e  m e m ber made some statements 
t h at the staff was o n l y  o rdered to be i nvolved w i th  
certa i n k i n d s  of farmers.  There were spec i f i c  pro­
g rams that were put  in p l ace.  If the former M i n ister 
says that staff shou ld n 't have been i n vo lved in those 
programs,  s h o u l d  have had the cho ice whether  they 
were i n vo lved with them or not, that's n ot the way I 
wou ld  operate. I f  I have a program to offer farmers or  
the peop le  of Man itoba, I expect my staff, w h o  a re 
pa id by those people of Man itoba, to carry out  those 



Monday, 12 April, 1982 

po l i cy d i rect ives a n d  those p rograms to the  best of 
t h e i r  a b i l i ty and I bel i eve t h at the former M i n ister 
wou ld  h ave wanted that as wel l .  As he i n d i cated ,  some 
of h i s  staff was not carry i n g  out  h i s  w ishes, h i s  po l i cy 
d i rectives. He expel led them or at least he suspended 
them for several  weeks, Mr .  Cha i rman .  That 's what  he  
i n d i cated . I wou l d  expect they  d i d n 't ag ree w i th  h i m ,  
M r .  C h a i rman ,  obv ious ly on  t h e  pol icy th rusts.  N ow 
he has some k i n d  of i dea that because it 's now an N O P  
govern ment  a n d  i f  you ' re n o t  an N O P  staff m e m ber  
t h at somehow you ' re g o i n g  to be forced to d o  some­
t h i n g  that you d i d n ' t  want .  M r. Cha i rman ,  hogwash I 
say to the honourab le  mem ber. I expect the staff to do 
the ir  best  and  I bel i eve the  department has very capa­
ble staff and who are ded i cated and prepared to serve 
the  farm i n g  com m u n ity of Man itoba. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr .  Cha i rman,  I 'm p leased to hear the 
M i n ister get a l i tt le more i nto the whole issue of how 
he plans to ad m i n ister and d i rect his prog rams .  

The M i n i ster aga i n  refers to the  suspens ion of one  
part i cu la r  i n d iv idua l  who was  suspended for a two­
week per iod,  M r. Cha i rman ,  because I do n ot be l i eve 
i t 's in the best i nterests of the farm com m u n ity to h ave 
metric shoved down the i r  t h roat .  I d i d n 't be l i eve as the 
M i n ister of Agr icu l t u re when I was the M i n ister t h at I 
s h o u l d  have metr ic s hoved down my t h roat by a staff 
person .  Mr. Cha i rman ,  I d i d n ' t  care whether he was a 
soc ia l i st ,  an N O P, a L i bera l ,  or any com b i n at i o n  of 
t h ose or a Conservat ive.  I don ' t  bel i eve that when  a 
M i n ister or anyone who h as a depart m ent ,  M r. C h a i r­
m a n ,  I bel i eve that it was the  respons ib le  way to go .  

B ut ,  M r .  Cha i rman ,  I don 't h ave any problem wi th  
what po l i t ica l  p h i l osophy the  agr icu l tu ral  representa­
t ives h ave in the farm com m u n ity .  What I h ave asked,  
M r. Cha i rman ,  is  that they cont i n u e  their  j o bs to be 
resource people for al l  the farmers of the prov i n ce.  

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  the  concern I h ave r ight today - the 
M i n ister goes  back  to t h at M ickey Mouse I nterest 
Rate Re l ief Program - that i s n 't g o i n g  to h e l p  anyone 
a n d  yet  he's go ing to try a n d  d o  the  same t h i n g  as he  
d i d  w i th  the i r  o ld  beef program a n d  the  new o n e  i s  to  
t ry a n d  sel l i t ,  t ry and  stuff i t  down the farmers' t h roats 
even though  it i s n 't any good to t h e m .  H e's t u r n i n g  
professiona l  agro log ists ,  peop le  who k n o w  how t o  
d e a l  i n  general ways w i th  farm people ,  they've g o t  t h e  
s u pport, Mr .  Cha i rman ;  a s  we l o o k  d o w n  the Esti­
mates, they've got the s u p port of reg iona l  p rod uct ion 
spec i a l i sts, management spec i a l i sts, they've got the 
man power to recom mend or  to  br ing in  these k i n d s  of  
s u pport peop le  that they need.  B u t  to force them,  to 
push  an I nterest Rate Re l i ef Program onto them or  a 
beef program onto them , I don ' t  be l ieve is i n  the  best 
i nterests of su pport i ng  the overa l l  agri cu l tu re com­
m u n ity becau se the  p rog ram t h at they have to work 
with i sn 't any good to start w i t h .  I t 's  restr icted to peo­
ple who are a lmost out of b u s i n ess, M r. Cha i rman .  
You have to be los i n g  y o u r  b u s i n ess,  M r. C h a i r m a n .  l s  
that what  we' re g o i n g  to see  o u r  ag reps n ow do ,  
dea l i ng wi th  those peop l e  w h o  are  forced out  of 
bus i ness? 

M r. Cha i rman ,  that i sn ' t  g o i n g  to strengthen the 
tota l ag r icu l tu ral  com m u n ity with the use of ag reps 
and all I h ave req u ested is, d o n 't demora l ize them l i ke 
they were i n  the p rev ious  S c h reyer years because 
u nder M r. B i l l  Janssen they were demoral ized .  I don't 
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bel i eve anybody cou l d  have had a m ore negat ive out­
look on l i fe than those ag r icu ltu ral representatives i n  
Man itoba because o f  t h e  d i rectives t h at were sent 
down from that d ictators h i p  in the prior Sch reyer 
years. That isn ' t ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  in the best i nterests of 
the farm com m u n ity and  they won't  stan d  for it nor  
w i l l  we .  

So ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  I th ink  that the M i n ister i f  he 
has n 't got the  message by now t h at he  s h o u l d  have -
and we w i l l  watch very c losely - to see what k i n d  of 
att i tude he has towards the reg iona l  agri c u l t u ral 
representatives in the prov i n ce and how they are 
a l lowed to work w i th  a l l  the  farmers i n  the  agr i  bus i­
ness to ma i nta i n  a stro n g  agri c u l t u ra l  com m u n ity,  
part i c u l ar ly in the d i ff i cu l t  t i m es that we're faced with 
at t h i s  part icu lar  t ime .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: 5. (a )  ( 1 )  - the H o n o u rab le  M e m ber 
for E merso n .  

MR.  DRIEDGER:  Mr .  C h a i rm a n ,  I j ust h ave a few 
com ments t h at I ' d  l i ke to make to the  M i n ister regard­
i n g  the ag rep s i tuat i o n .  I m i g ht act u a l l y  make a s pe• 
c ia l  p lea for the  southeast part of the  prov i n ce ,  the 
Emerson const i tuency ,  whether  the M i n ister wou ld  
poss i b l y  cons ider  m aybe putt i n g  in  add i t iona l  staff, 
l et's say, out of the Vi ta off ice .  We h ave an ag rep there 
and a secretary that cover pretty we l l  the whole  
southern reg ion  f rom the  Red R iver Val ley a l l  the way 
to t h e  O ntar io bou ndary a n d  I t h i n k  t h e  i nd i v i d u al is 
do i n g  a commendab le  job ,  as I t h i n k  a l l  ag reps are. 
But w h at h as happened here thou g h  i s  t h at we have a 
very spread out geog ra p h i c  area. We h ave a, I th i n k  it 's 
a very d ifficu l t  task to rea l l y  prov ide the k i n d  of serv i ce 
that is desi red . The farmers out  there g e nera l l y  feel 
that the ag rep i s  sort of the vo ice of govern ment ,  
espec ia l ly  to the farm c o m m u n ity, and  as a resu l t  he 
deals wi th  many m o re problems than  just I t h i n k  
maybe t h e  pol i c ies o f  g overn ment itself .  

On top of that ,  and t h i s  i s  no  cr i t i c i sm ,  but  I t h i n k, 
you k n ow the prev ious  ad m i n i strat ion  as wel l  as th i s ,  
the ag reps are  faced w i th  ad m i n istrat i n g  many of the  
programs that are sort of come u p .  For examp le ,  p re­
v ious ly  we've had f lood p rog rams, we've had d rought  
prog rams, we h ave had feed prog rams.  A lways the 
i n d i v i d ua l  ag reps are t h e  ones that ad m i n i st rate the 
p ro g ra m .  They are hand i capped t i m e-wise,  espec ia l ly  
in  some areas, and th i s  i s  why I ' m  putt i n g  in  a p lea for 
the southeast area to see whether poss ib ly  add i t ional 
staff cou ld  be brought  i nto that area. I t 's  a very d iffi­
cu l t  area to adm i n i st rate. Many of the p rograms that 
are i n  p lace r ight  now, for exam ple ,  the Tree Land 
Program,  the Brush i n g  Program,  the  I nterest Rel i ef 
Prog ram ,  now with the  Beef program t h at the  M i n ister 
is  try i n g  to foist o n  the beef producers;  a l l  these p ro­
grams are, you h ave o n e  i nd i v idua l  that is bas ica l ly  
s u p p osed to be sort of t h e  catch-a l l  type of o perat i o n .  
H e ' s  s u pposed to be t h e  k e y  man i n  there ,  and as I 
i n d icate I t h i n k  the  peop l e  are d o i n g  a very commend­
able job .  I 'm n ot cr it i c iz i n g  in  that respect,  but  I t h i n k  
what happens w i t h  a l l  these programs that they're 
ad m i n i strat i n g ,  t h at very often ,  a n d  the  Mem ber of 
Art h u r  i n d i cated before, I t h i n k  they can n ot actua l ly  
fu lf i l !  the  f u l l  des i re of t h e  pos i t ion  that t h ey h ave to  
fu lf i l ! .  And I wou ld  j ust l i ke to ask  the  M i n i ster what i s  
the r u l e  o f  t h u m b  i n  t e r m s  of h o w  b i g  a n  area or  t h e  
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work load that  a n  i n d iv idua l  ag rep has to carry? O n ce 
estab l ished,  that sort of p r i n ted i n  stone that ,  you 
k now,  that  there can  be n o  add i t iona l  staff m oved i n ,  
add i t iona l  h e l p  m oved i n ,  o r  what i s  a M i n i ster's posi­
t ion in a case l i ke t h is? 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The H o n o u rable M i n ister. 

MR. U R U S K I :  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  to the h o n o u rab le  
mem ber specif ica l ly  from Emerson to h i s  q u est ions  
w i th  respect to the  ag rep  services i n  the  southeast 
corner .  The h o n o u rable m e m ber i n d i cates that there 
is an ag rep i n  the Vita d i str ict  and  the area is very 
large. I s h o u l d  also ment ion  that there is  a tech n ic ian  
that  h as been  h i red spec i f i ca l ly  by the ,  I t h i nk  i t ' s  t h e  
S P A D A  g roup ,  who works w i th i n  t h e  off ice of the a g  
r e p  and  a l s o  serves that area, n ot o n l y  that one g ro u p  
but a l s o  assists the ag r e p  i n  other  d ut ies .  

I 'm advised that in terms of c l iente le or  farm 
n u m bers, w h i l e  the area is  very large the n u m bers of 
farmers that a re bei n g  served by that ag rep are no 
more than certa i n l y  than in other areas of the prov i n ce 
i n  terms of work load.  I t 's n ot by the geog ra p h ica l  area 
that staff are ass i g n ed ,  i t 's by bas ica l ly  the n u m bers of 
c l iente le  that wou l d  be in an area, the n u m be rs of 
farmers in an  a rea. 

MR. D R I E D G E R :  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  I ag ree with the M i n­
i ster's statement  that we h ave t h e  SPADA group  
u nder  the AgroMan  Agreement  tha t  h as been  i n  p lace, 
that they have an  i nd i v i d u a l  there that i s  work i n g  on 
some of these projects. But again here, at the  same 
t i m e  the local  ag rep is  a lso i nvolved in t hat program 
as wel l ,  g i v i n g  h i m  an  add i t iona l  load agai n .  I j ust 
raised t h i s  q uest ion  wi th  the M i n ister because I t h i n k  
t h i s  serv ice i s  very n ecessary i n  an  area where devel­
opment  i s  tak i n g  p l ace. There is  certai n d i versif ica­
tion in terms of var ious p rograms to the AgroMan 
A g reement  that  h as been set  up there .  There's a l ot of 
tr ial p lots.  

We're tryi n g  to get some of the  people in the general  
area that were bas ica l ly  cow-calf operators to get 
d i versif ied to some degree; I ' m  tal k i n g  of the south­
east reg i o n ,  extreme south-east reg i o n .  You k now, 
we' re try i n g  to get them to d i versify maybe i nto cash 
crop areas u nder  var ious programs that are g o i n g  o n ,  
and  t h e  l oad i s  extremely h eavy, and  I j u st asked the 
M i n i ster whether  h e  wou ld  cons ider  l oo k i n g  at that in  
terms of poss i b ly ,  you k n ow,  I don 't know how long 
the  Agro M a n  A g reement w i l l  be i n  p lace and  the add i­
t iona l  tec h n i c i a n  that we h ave there at the p resent 
t ime; when that i s  not there, and you know as I ment i ­
oned before, a l l  the  vario u s  p rograms that the  ag rep 
has to a d m i n i strate, i t  makes i t  extremely d i ffic u lt i n  
an  a rea w here deve lopment  i s  tak i n g  p lace.  I n  p laces 
l i ke,  for exam ple ,  Ste i n bach ,  and St. P ierre where 
there's ag reps as wel l ,  they have a more developed 
area al ready where t here's a set pattern in terms of 
farm i n g .  The d a i ry i n du stry i s  estab l ished,  the b ro i ler  
i n d u stry, m a n y  of t h i n gs are a l ready i n  p l ace; whereas 
in the southeast area out of the Vita off ice,  in coveri n g  
that w h o l e  reg i o n ,  i t 's a very comp lex area to cover i n  
a sense. 

I j ust want to ra ise this po in t  with the M i n ister a n d  
a s k  t h a t  he keep h i s  eye o n  i t  and I w i l l  certa i n l y  br i n g  
t h i s  s u bject u p  to h i m  to see whether w e  c a n  maybe 

get some addit ional  staff i nto the area. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for M orris .  

MR. CLAYTON MANNES (Morris):  Thank you, M r. 
C h a i rm a n .  I ' d  l i ke to ask a q uest i o n  that stem s  fro m  
some o f  t h e  com m ents made b y  m y  col leag ue ,  the 
M e m ber for A rt h u r. I 'm wonder i n g  i f  any  change i n  
d i rect ive,  o r  a n y  d i rective i s  go ing  t o  g o  out  t o  a l l  the  
ag reps  as  to how they are to a l locate the i r t i m e .  R i g h t  
now I be l ieve they a l locate i t  such  that a l l  farmers 
regard less of s ize are g iven an opport u n ity to req uest 
i nformat ion  as is ava i lab le  t h roug h  the department. 
I ' m  wonder i n g  i f ,  i n  fact, that w i l l  be ma i nta ined  or i f  
d i rect ives wi l l  g o  out  to these ag reps that ,  in  fact ,  a 
g reater percentage of the i r  t i m e  s h o u l d  be d i rected to 
smal ler farmers,  however the government may c hoose 
to def ine  them.  

M R .  CHA I R MAN:  The Honourable M i n ister. 

MR. URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  I 've not issued any 
d i rectives to the  staff. They are  i n vo lved i n  the  I nterest 
Rate Program in deal i n g  wi th  the farmers present ly .  
There has been extens ive consu l tat ion  with  the staff 
w i th i n  the department in terms of certai n  areas of the  
p rog ra m ,  a n d  t h ey are  now ad m i n isteri n g  that  pro­
g ram in terms of the i r  t ime  and how they're d ivv ied u p .  
I ' m  n ot s u re t h a t  there is  p resent ly  a n y  type o f  a h a rd 
a n d  fast g u ide l i ne from the  department .  I t  rea l l y  
depends,  I p resume ,  on  really  w here eventua l ly  and 
how we set  our  o bject ives and  o u r  po l ic ies w i th i n  the  
department ,  a n d  those th i s  year, some of w h i c h  a re 
al ready defi ned for us i n  terms of program object ives 
and the t i m e  that they w i l l  spend on them.  They w i l l  be 
on g o i n g  in terms of the t i m e  that they may be ca l led  
u pon to spend o n  the specif ic programs.  
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Other than  that ,  I haven't issued any specif ic d i rec­
tive, but  I wou l d  hope that they do some outreach 
work w i th  farmers who,  from t ime to t ime,  d o  n ot 
u t i l ize the serv ices of the department ,  or don ' t  h ave 
the t i m e  to use them to make some f ie ld  ca l l s  j ust to 
keep i t  abreast of what is  happe n i n g  in the area; n ot 
on ly  those cal l s  that are com i ng i nto the off ice but  that 
they do k n ow the i r  area wel l as to who is  d o i n g  w h at ,  
and  who i s  i nvo lved i n  what k ind of act iv i t ies ,  rather  
than  str ict ly the  ca l ls  that they receive to the off ice .  I 
wou l d  expect it wou ld  be an outreac h ,  as we l l  as 
respo n d i n g  to specif ic  ca l l s  that the staff - L i ke ly  
they have, that 's my t h i n k i n g  w i thout  any sort of p re­
conceived i dea as to wh ich  way they go .  

M R .  MANNESS:  I s  the M i n ister then sayin g  that after 
they've han d l ed the i r  respon s i b i l it i es u n der  ad m i n is­
t rat i n g  certai n  programs w h i c h  are in existence now 
and w h i c h  m ay be supp lemented over the years, that 
they are free to then serv ice the needs of a l l  farmers? 
I s  that what he's sayin g ,  regard less of s ize? 

M R .  U R U S K I :  M r. Cha i rman ,  I wou ld  expect that  the 
farmers who are able to u t i l ize the services of the  
department ,  some of w h o m  k n ow h ow to u t i l i ze t h ose 
services far better than others ,  and  that there wou l d  
b e  some o n u s  o n  t h e  staff to look a t  what is  happe n i n g  
i n  t h e  reg i o n  and  not o n l y  deal  w i t h  those who a r e  ab le  
to come i n  and  make use of the services very wel l ,  
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know how to u t i l ize the t i m e  a n d  exper ience a n d  
expert ise of the staff i n  the department .  I wou ld  h o p e  
t h a t  the staff as wel l  a r e  ab le  to do some outreach a n d  
make s u re that they have a f e e l  of n ot o n l y  the so­
cal led large farmers who may be in a pos i t ion  to h ave 
i nformat ion  provided them from many sou rces over 
and above the department  and who m ay have the t i m e  
to ut i l ize those resou rces and ca l l  o n  t h e m  f a i r l y  reg u­
lar ly ,  that  staff w i l l  a lso be cogn izant and be k n owl­
edgeable that there are other people in  the farm 
com m u n ity as wel l  as those who k n ow how to ut i l ize 
the i r  t i m e  q u ite wel l .  

M R .  C H A I R M A N :  5 . ( a) ( 1 ) -pass ;  5 . ( a ) ( 2 )  Other  
Expend i ture-pass; 5 . (a ) -pass; 5 . ( b) Reg iona l  P ro­
d u ct ion  Specia l ists:  5 . ( b) ( 1 )  Salar ies - The Honour­
ab le  Member for A rth ur .  

MR.  DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  I asked the M i n i ster 
the  other day what the  c u rrent  level of ban k r u ptc ies 
are i n  the farm com m u n ity at t h i s  part i c u l ar t i m e. 
C o u l d  he g ive us that i nformat ion ,  not on ly  bankrupt­
cies, but rece ivers h i ps?  I ' m  s u re the Reg iona l  Prod uc­
t ion Spec ia l i sts ,  the farm management spec ia l i sts 
shou l d  have that i nformat ion .  Cou ld  the M i n i ster g ive 
us those fig u res? 

MR. U R USKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  I ' m  advised that there 
have been f ive farm ban kruptcies in the Prov i nce of 
M a n itoba s i n ce the f i rst of the year, I bel i eve. That's 
m y  i nformat ion  from the department .  Last year's sta­
t ist ics i n  terms of n u m bers,  I ' l l  have to get them for the 
honourab le  mem ber. 

MR. DOWNEY:  Mr. Cha i rman ,  the  M i n i ster is  tel l i n g  
us there were five from t h e  f i rst o f  J a nuary a n d  i n  that 
f ig u re ,  are receivers h i ps as wel l as bankruptcies 
i n c l uded in those n u m bers? 

MR. URUSKI :  J ust bankruptcies.  M r. Chairman ,  that's 
the advice I h ave. 

MR. DOWNEY:  C o u l d  the M i n ister get the n u m ber  of 
receivers h i ps that h ave taken p l ace with i n  the farm 
com m u n ity ,  n ot o n l y - let m e  g o  back,  M r. Cha i rman  
- not o n l y  as far as the  actua l  fa rm bank r u ptcies or  
receivers h i ps that h ave taken p lace, but  a lso farm 
service centres o r  people who have serviced those 
farm com m u n it ies .  I know from personal  experience 
of some d i ff i cu l t  s i t uat ions  i n  that type of t h i n g  and 
fert i l izer dealers h i p s  as wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman .  But  I ' d  
l i k e  to k now spec i f ica l ly  the n u m bers of receivers h i ps 
and  bankru ptcies .  M r. Cha i rman .  if the M i n ister d oes 
not have that I wou l d  hope he wou ld  get it. He  took the 
q u est i o n  as not ice .  I wou l d  hope that he wou ld  p ro­
v ide that. H e's  got staff throughout  the p rovi nce .  
Sure ly ,  he d oesn 't need an  I nterest Rate Rel ief p ro­
gram to get that d i rect c lose contact that he says h i s  
ag reps n e e d  wi th  t h e  f a r m  com m u n ity. H e  s h o u l d  b e  
a b l e  to have t hat. 

M r. Cha i rman .  it 's u n fo rt u n ate because I wou ld  
have thought  that h is  emergency I nterest Rate Re l ief 
prog ram would h ave hel ped t hose i n d iv idua ls  who 
were g o i n g  i nto b a n k ru ptcy and it 's j u st u nfort u n ate 
that the Pre m ier ,  the Fi rst M i n i ster of th is  prov i n ce ,  i n  
h i s  elect ion  p ro m ise p ro m i sed t h e  farm people,  prom-
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i sed the bus i nessmen and the homeowners ,  that n o  
one  wou ld  be a l l owed to go broke o r  lose t h e i r  homes,  
the i r farms o r  the i r bus i n esses. The M i n i ster, by h is  
own adm iss ion at th i s  particu la r  po int ,  M r. Cha i rm a n , 
has j ust to ld  u s  of f ive farmers that have gone  bank­
rupt  after a n  e lect ion pro m i se i n  N ovember that n o  
one  wou ld  g o  bankrupt ,  we're heari n g  the M i n i ster o f  
Agri c u l t u re now te l l  u s  that the P re m ier  of the Prov­
i nce of Man itoba has broken those e lect ion p ro m i ses 
and that we have to .  Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  l ose al l  fa ith in the 
M i n ister of Agr icu l ture and the Premier  of the provi nce.  

MR.  U R U S K I :  M r. Cha i rman ,  I want to te l l  the hon­
ourab le  m e m ber that  we w i l l  t ry and  get  h im that 
i nformat ion .  I can advise h im that the stat ist ics that we 
have s h ow that there were 3 1 6  bankruptc ies in 1 98 1  i n  
M a n itoba outs ide the C ity o f  Wi n n i peg and that wou ld  
be  the  who le  range of bankruptc ies deal i n g  with per­
sona l ,  s m a l l  b u s iness.  farm i n g ,  all types, the break­
down of w h i c h  I ' m  n ot s u re how read i l y  they are avai l ­
ab le .  We w i l l  t ry  a n d  g et that i nformat io n  for  the 
honourab le  m e m ber  as soon as we can ,  i f  that i n fo r­
m at i o n  i n  fact. that breakdown is ava i lab le .  3 1 6  o ut­
s ide  of Wi n n i peg i n  1 981 . 

M R .  C H A I R MAN:  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber for  
R o b l i n·Russel l .  

M R .  McKENZIE:  M r. Cha i rman ,  I refer to t h i s  c lear 
cho ice for M a n itobans .  I wonder, the f i rst farms i n  
ag r icu l t u re ,  i t  says here, "Farm fami l ies are be ing  
squeezed of f  the  l a n d  they developed,  c u l tivated and  
sweated over  for generat ions ."  I wonder  i f  the M i n ister 
cou l d  advise the c o m m ittee how many have been 
squeezed off? It says here ,  "Farm fam i l ies are be ing  
squeezed off  the  land  they developed.  c u l t ivated a n d  
sweated o v e r  f o r  g enerat ions . "  Can I a s k  the M i n ister 
how many fam i l ies h ave been squeezed off the land i n  
the l ast four years o r  even the l ast year? 

MR. URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  in terms of n u m bers no 
one i s  ab le  to q uantify the extent that peop le  h ave left 
far m i n g  a n d  h ave l eft Man itoba, but what h as been 
able to be q uant i f ied ,  i s  the extent that peop le  had to 
leave this p rov i n ce and  that certa i n l y  is  not a fig m en t  
o f  o n e ' s  i mag i n at i o n .  I t  i s  an actua l  fact by the  very 
stat ist ics t h at are ava i l ab le  to n ot on ly  Man itobans but 
to a l l  Canad ians as to the extent of depo p u lat ion that 
we've had in t h i s  Prov i n ce of Man itoba over the l ast 
four years. 

M r. Cha i rman ,  there have been many farmers who 
have so ld .  who have l i q u idated, and we are  hop ing  
that  by some of o u r  po l ic ies we w i l l  be ab le  to stem 
that t ide  to ass i st the p resent operators in terms of 
obtai n i n g  operat i n g  c red it .  What we're f i n d i n g  th is  
year .  what seems to be com i n g  forward i s  that w h i l e  
there a r e  m a n y  farmers who have a f a i r  b i t  of eq u ity i n  
the i r  operat ions ,  they a re cash short and  what we're 
f i n d i n g  is that the  d ro u g ht of 1 980, a l though genera l ly 
thro u g h  the  p rovi n ce the crops were good,  there are 
pockets w i t h i n  the  p rov ince where farmers h ave had 
now two years o r  even longer  without  decent returns.  
What we're f i n d i n g  i s  t h at many farmers are in a d iffi­
c u l t  s i tuat ion deal i n g  with cash flow. They m ay have 
s ig n i f icant  or fa i r  eq u ity in the i r o perat ions ,  but there 
is a cash f low proble m ,  an operat i n g  capital  problem.  
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With respect to specif ic  n u m bers,  there has been a 
red uct ion  i n  the  n u m ber of farms i n  the last year 
which has,  I bel i eve, in terms of com par ison from 
Man itoba to other provi nces,  i t  h as been a l i tt le  bit  
h i g her in terms of percentage. I bel i eve the average 
reduct ion in the n u m ber of farms in the Prov ince of 
Man itoba was near i n g ,  t h e  last th ree to fou r  years,  I 
bel i eve, somewhere aro u n d  the  8 percent range ,  whe­
reas o u r  n ei g h bo u ri n g  provi n ces to the west were 
somewhere aro u n d  the 5-6 percent range .  So,  we've 
had a g reater n u m ber  of farms n u m bers decreas i n g  i n  
the Prov i nce of Man itoba a s  compared to ne ighbours 
to the west. - ( I n terject ion ) - M r. Cha i rman ,  Stats 
Canada provides that k i n d  of i nformat io n .  I wou ld  
have to go back  to the off ice to get my deta i l s  o n  that ,  
but  I ' m  g o i n g  from memory ,  I wou l d n 't be very m uc h  
out  i n  terms o f  my percentages as to t h e  farm 
n u m bers with i n  the Provi nce of Man itoba. 

MR.  McKENZIE :  M r. Cha i rman ,  I 'd certai n l y  appre­
c i ate getti n g  those f ig u res from the  Honourab le  M i n ­
i ster i f  he'd b e  k i n d  enough to p resent them t o  the 
c o m m i ttee because I can certa i n ly recog n ize the con­
cern .  But ,  I 'd  s u re l i ke to k n ow how there a re a n d  how 
many i n  my const i tuency h ave been squeezed off  the 
land  they deve loped ,  c u l t ivated , etc.  for a l l  th ose 
years. 

The other one that was ment ioned says, r is i n g  costs 
and p u n i s h i n g  i nterest rates are leav i n g  many farmers 
with stagger i n g  debt loads.  I wonder  if the M i n ister 
has any stat ist ics or  f ig u res o n  that? How many 
farmers today a re fac i n g  such  stagger i n g  debt loads 
as i s  ment ioned in th is NOP m a n ifesto? 

MR. U R U S K I :  M r. Cha i rman ,  obv ious ly t here are 
many farmers ,  and the debt load of farmers in Canada 
i s  reac h i n g  somewhere i n  the n e i g h bou rhood of $5 
b i l l i o n  in terms of the debt load of the farm com m u n ity 
in  th is  country .  So,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  the H o n o u rab le  
Mem ber f rom Rob l i n-Russe l l  we l l  k n ows the amount  
of m oney that  i s  i nvolved i n  carry i n g  o n  the o perat i o n  
o f  farm i n g .  M r. C h a i rman ,  j u st to g i ve t h e  h o n o u rab le  
m e m ber some farm n u m bers i n  the P rov ince of M a n i ­
toba, we had i n  1 976, 3 2 ,  1 04 farmers;  w e  h a d  i n  1 980, 
29,300, Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  a decrease of approx i m ately 9 
percent i n  the n u m bers of farms i n  the Prov ince  of 
Man itoba over the l ast fou r years. 

MR. McKENZI E :  I wonder, can the M i n i ster, i f  he's 
got those stat ist ics ,  are they leavi n g  because of the  
fact that they cou l d n 't prod uce ,  they  cou ldn ' t  make a 
l i v i n g  on the  farm or because they got a good pr ice for 
thei r l and ,  they ' re ret i r i ng  and  nobody else wanted to 
g o  back a n d  farm that land,  or  i s  i t  j ust a downturn  i n  
the farm economy,  o r  what's the  prob lem? 

M R .  URUSKI :  M r .  Cha irman,  for the honourab le  
mem ber, the total i nvestment i n  1 979, per farm ,  o n  an  
average, i n  M a n itoba,  was  $220,000.00. M u lt i p l y  that 
by approx i m ately 30,000 farms a n d  you w i l l  have the 
average i nvestment  i n  farm i n g  in  the P rov i nce of 
M a n i to b a .  T h at w o u l d  i n c l u d e l a n d ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  
mach i nery a n d  eq u i p ment ,  a n d  l i vestock.  Approx i ­
mate ly  $6 b i l l i o n  of i nvestment  in  farm i n g .  

MR.  MANNESS:  T h a n k  you ,  Mr .  Cha i rman .  I ' m  a l i tt le  

i ntri g u ed w i th  the n u m ber of f ive recorded bankrupt­
c ies t h u s  far in t h i s  year. As a matter of fact, I have 
some d i ffi c u lty accept i n g  that n u m ber - five; I can 
t h i n k  of f ive w i th i n  the  locale of my s m a l l  h a m let .  I 
g u ess my q u est ion i s ,  what type of report i n g  system 
do you r management specia l ists have? Do they report 
to you as they hear? Are they i n  conversat ion  with 
local  c red i t  l e n d i n g  authorit ies and  how i s  that rat ion­
a l ized in  361 , wh ich  you 've offered us  as the year-end 
total for  1 981 ? A re the sou rces d i fferent? 

M R .  U R U S K I :  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  the fi g u re in terms of 
3 1 6  was the total bankruptc ies in ru ral Man itoba out­
s i de of the C ity of W i n n i peg i nc l u d i n g  a l l  sectors. 

MR. MANNESS:  I u nderstand that.  My q uest i o n  i s ,  
the sou rces of those two vary i n g  deg rees of  i nforma­
t i o n ,  the  3 1 6, what i s  that sou rce versus  the sou rce 
that you 've led me to bel i eve are your farm manage­
ment  spec i a l i sts who te l l  you to th i s  date that t hey are 
aware of o n l y  f ive bankruptc ies in rura l  Man itoba? 

MR. U R U S K I :  M r. Cha i rman ,  the i nformat ion  that I 've 
g iven the h o n o u rab le  m e m ber i s  from the off ic ia l  
receiver at the  bankru ptcy off ice of the Federal Con­
sumer a n d  Corporate Affai rs off ice of the Federal 
Govern ment .  

In  terms of farm bankruptc ies i n  1 981 , there were 23 
farm ban k r u ptcies in Man itoba. 

MR. MANNESS:  When you g ive us  the n u m ber f ive 
then, up to this date, we shou ld  relate i t  more d i rectly 
then to the n u m ber 23, wou l d  that be more correct? 

MR. U R U S K I :  Yes , that w i l l  be a q uarter ly a m o u n t  i n  
'82, t h ree m o nths versus 1 2  months .  

M R .  MANNESS:  The n u m ber  f ive then a lso came 
from the same sou rce, the reg istrar of bankru ptc ies? 
Have you ,  o r  your  farm management spec ia l i sts in  the 
cou ntry ,  have they had the opportu n ity, or  do they as 
a ru le  speak to managers of lend ing i nst itut ions  wi th i n  
t h e  cou ntry a n d  do they have a feel f o r  what's c o m i n g  
u p  i n  the  n ext n i n e  months  i n  t h i s  who le  area o f  farm 
rura l  bankru ptcies? 

MR. U R U S K I :  Yes, M r. Cha i rman ,  I 'm s u re that staff i n  
t h e  f ie ld  are i n  d iscuss ion with f inanc ia l  lend i n g  i n st i ­
tut ions .  O u r MACC staff wou ld  have some feel i n g  of  
peop le  com i n g  in  through the d oors. There's reg u la r  
contact wi th  the farm cred i t  corporat ion i n  te rms  of 
the i r c l i e nte le .  The f inanc ia l  l end ing  i n st i tut ions h ave 
m et with the govern ment on  several occasions  and  
there  a re ongo ing  meet i n gs wi th  staff between the 
f inanc ia l  i n st i tut ions and government .  
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M R .  MANNESS: We're go ing  to be off the s u bj ect a 
l i t t le b i t ,  but  I ' m  wonder i n g  at th i s  t i me,  whether the 
management of MACC has reported to you,  the M i n is­
ter, i n d i cat i n g  how many forec losu res they can see 
with i n  the i r  own portfo l io  of c l ients over th is  com i n g  
year. They w o u l d  have an  est i m ate I wou ld  h ave t o  
t h i n k .  

M R .  U R U S K I :  M r. C h a i rman ,  t here h ave been d i s c u s­
s ions  w i th  staff, w i th  the banks and credit  u n ions  a n d  
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there is a figu re f loat ing  around  of somewhere u pwards 
to 300 who wou ld  be and may be in serious f inanc ia l  
d iff icu lty th i s  com i n g  year. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Mem ber for Art h u r. 

MR.  DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  I wou l d  say that when 
the n u m bers of some 29,300 farmers i n  the Prov ince  
of  Man itoba that  i f  the n u m bers of some 300-odd a re 
fac i n g  the f inanc ia l  outcome that we're j ust tal k i n g  
about ,  I t h i n k  that i s  a very serious  n u m ber o f  farm 
people hav ing  d i ffi c u lty when you look at the 20-some 
that came through  a n  extreme d rought  cond i t ion  the 
year before, in  1 980, a l ot of farmers t h ro u g h  f lood 
cond i t ions  a n d  as he i nd i cated h i mself  some d i ff i cu l t  
cro p p i n g  i n  certa i n  areas. M r. Cha i rman ,  the M i n ister, 
I wou l d  t h i n k ,  s h o u l d  have a fai rl y  major concern and  
it wou ld  be i n terest i n g  to k n ow with the cr iter ia that 's 
i n  p lace part icu la rl y  with the average debt l oad o r  the 
average i nvestment  in a farm of some - I t h i n k  he said 
$225,000 approx i m ately - that the i nvestment  of 
those $220,000 per farm average, that the $70,000 
g ross ret u rns ,  that i f  a farmer makes $70,000 o r  m ore 
as a g ross retu rn  that he wou ld  i m mediately be d i s­
q u a l i f ied for h i s  I nterest R ate Rel ief Prog ram .  That 's 
one d iffic u lty I h ave. 

But the other problem that I wou ld  have is  the fact 
that the $6,000, half of wh ich  is  g rant  and half of wh ich  
is a loa n ,  is  m i n ute i n  rescu i n g  o r  bei n g  of any benefit 
to those farmers who are fac i n g  the d i ffic u l t ies and it 
just does n 't was h .  I can't see how the M i n ister i s  t ry i n g  
to m i s lead the farm com m u n ity by say i n g  that he  has 
an  I n terest Rate Rel ief Program to su pport h im o r  her  
as a farmer wi th  the  d iffi c u l t ies that they're fac i n g  and 
it wou ld  appear to m e  that the M i n i ster of Agri c u l t u re 
is t u r n i n g  h i s  back on the majority of farmers that are 
go ing  to be fac i n g  d ifficu l t ies in th i s  com i n g  year. 

Has the M i n ister had i n pu t  from his reg iona l  man­
agement special i sts o n  th is  part icu lar  concern before, 
Mr. Cha i rman ,  he  i ntrodu ced his I nterest Rate Re l ief 
Program or where d i d  he get the criteria to fit i n ,  to 
suppo rt the farm com m u n ity that he prom i sed so 
loudly and  c lear ly d u ri n g  the elect ion campaig n  that 
there would be a n  I nterest Rate Rel ief Program so that 
n o  farmer,  not o n e  farmer,  homeowner or bus iness­
man would l ose their homes, farms,  or  bus inesses? 

So,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I can't  u nderstan d  the M i n i ster. 
H e  says fi n i sh  i t  off. The p ro m ise I heard made by the 
New Democ rat ic  Party, Mr .  Cha i rman ,  was the fact 
that there wou l dn ' t  be a farmer or a bus i nessman o r  a 
homeowner lose the i r  home or the i r  farm.  - ( I nter­
ject ion ) - M r. Cha i rman ,  the M i n ister says, so le ly o n  
accou n t  o f  h i g h  i nterest rate. 

What else is the m ajor  problem that they're fac i n g ?  
They're fac i n g  h i g h  i nterest rates , h i g h  energy costs, 
wh ich  I 've asked the M i n ister to s u p po rt ,  to put  for­
ward to the Federal M i n ister to reduce the energy 
taxat ion on  farm fue ls ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  the redu ced 
i ncome of al l  the  ret u rns  o r  the com m od it ies that a re 
produced by farmers.  The g ra i n  pr ices, the l i vestock 
prices, M r. Cha irman ,  have been somewhat depressed . 
I n  fact, expenses i n  general h ave gone  u p  some 20 to 
22 percent when the i r  i n comes have gone down by 25 
percent ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  and  i t  j ust doesn 't work.  He's 
s i tt i ng  h ere tel l i n g  u s  that he knows that probably 
some-300-and-some farmers are go ing  to be i n  d i re 
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f inanc ia l  straits - ( I nterject ion ) - M r. Cha i rman ,  I 
m i s u n derstood the M i n ister then .  I thought  he said 
that  from the c red it  u n ions  and from the banks and 
other  i n st i tutes, but  i f  he i s  say i n g  from MACC a lone ,  
they have a very smal l  percentage of the n u m bers of  
farm loans that are i n  the farm com m u n ity, M r. Cha i r­
m a n .  I be l i eve the one  m aj o r  bank  wh ich  the govern­
ment  do  bus i ness wi th  have probably 50 percent of 
the farm bus iness in Man itoba. 

We' re g o i n g  to be look ing  at astronomica l  f ig u res I 
th i n k  t here has to be c lar i f icat i o n ,  M r. Cha i rman .  I 
understood the M i n i ster to say that the p rojections 
that were made by MACC - ( I nterject ion ) - M r. 
Cha i rman ,  do I have the f loor o r  does the M i n ister 
have the f loor? I wou l d  l i ke to j ust f i n i sh  my com ments 
by say i n g  maybe the M i n ister would c larify,  w h at i s  
projected o r  how many people a re p rojected to be  
hav i n g  the k ind  of d i ffic u lt ies that are  putt i n g  them i n  
t h e  posit ion o f  g o i n g  i nto receivers h i p  or bankru ptcy 
in t h i s  com i n g  year, f ig u res t h at he  has received 
t h ro u g h  the department or  from other sources? 

MR.  URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  when the H o n o u rable 
Member for Morr is  asked me the  q u est ion about  who 
do our  staff people tal k  to i n  the  f ie ld ,  w here do we get  
our  i nformat i o n ;  I i n d icated to h im that o u r  staff peo­
ple talk to FCC people ,  MACC,  the credit u n ions ,  the 
f i nanc ia l  l e n d i n g  i nst itut ions and from that who le  
host ,  that f i g u re of 300 came i nto bei n g ,  f rom that  
whole area. 

MR. MANNESS: I j ust want the records to show,  I 
accept the  a nswer now,  but  I specif ica l ly  asked the 
portfo l i o  of MACC when I asked the q uest ion .  

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Member  for  Art h u r. 

M R .  DOWNEY: I st i l l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  h ave some 
extreme d iff icu lty with that n u m bers of farmers that 
are p rojected to be havi n g  that k i n d  of d i ff ic u lty and  
the  k ind  of a n  I nterest Rate Re l ief Program that  i s  
be i n g  p resented to them to g ive them support when 
the t ime i s  here for  them to need i t .  

I ' l l  agai n g o  back to say ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  w h e n  we 
had a drought  in  1 980 there was $40 m i l l i o n  la id  o n  the 
tab le  to assi st those farmers to m a i nta in  the i r l ives­
tock herds and carry o n .  - ( I n terject ion ) - He says 
$20 m i l l io n ;  that's what was u sed , M r. Cha i rman ,  but  
there was $40 m i l l i on  la id  o n  the  table and t here 
wasn't  any b u reaucrati c  red tape to stop the farmers 
fro m  gett i n g  i t .  There was s i n cere h e l p  put  forward by 
the  P rov ince  of Man itoba i n  1 980 by the Lyon g ov­
ern ment  to h e l p  the farmers. It was n 't a cosmet ic  
approach,  M r. Cha i rman ,  w i thout  a n y  bac k b o n e  or  
any  backgrou n d  or any  mean i n g  to he l p the  farm 
com m u n ity wh ich  is  bei ng p roposed by the M i n i ster 
of Agr icu l ture at this part icu lar  t ime. - ( l nterj ecti o n ) -

M r .  Cha i rman ,  i t ' s  u nfort u n ate the M i n ister of A g ri ­
c u l t u re has to  cont i n u a l l y  h ave other o bjectives when 
he's try i n g  to s u p po rt o r  work  wi th  the  farm c o m m u n­
ity .  He has to i n  fact put  a l l  those other k i nds ,  as my 
col l eagues h ave sa id ,  hooks  to take over  the  market­
i n g  of the beef i n dustry, to take over the contro l  a n d  
the  decis ion-mak ing  on  the farm level o n  the cow-calf 
programs ,  o r  to try and change a cow-calf o pe ration 
to a feed lot o perat ion ,  ass u m i n g  that there's a n  auto-
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mat ic  profit to be made i n  t h e  feed i n g  of l i vestock .  H e  
shou ld  c h e c k  out  the n u m bers of feed lots that h ave 
had f inanc ia l  d i ffi c u lty in the last year or  so and that 
wou l d  stra i g hten out  h i s  t h i n k i n g  on that part i c u lar  
issue,  M r. Cha i rman .  

MR.  URUSKI :  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  obv ious ly  the h o n o u r­
ab le  m e m ber wou l d  l i ke to l eave the i m p ress i o n ,  at 
least i n  my est i mat ion ,  that the p rob lem that farmers 
are fac i n g  are as a resu l t  of t h i s  year and another. Mr .  
Cha i rman ,  the  h o n o u rab le  m e m ber  s h o u l d  read some 
of h is  own stat ist ics as to how net farm i ncomes have 
been dec l in i n g ,  and even t h o u g h  the m e m be r  wou ld  
l i ke to leave us to be l ieve that  there were a l l  k i n d s  of 
po l ic ies and programs in effect to he lp  the farm com­
m u n ity when there was v i rt u a l l y  noth i n g  to ass i st the 
farm com m u n ity.  They've a n n o u n ced prog rams ,  they 
d i d n 't put  the  money u p  o r  they a n n o u nced a lot of 
money and of c o u rse t i g htened the p rogram up a n d  
never used i t ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  or  e l s e  i f  peop le  were 
e l i g i ble  for the progra m ,  t h ey d i d n ' t  pay the m o n ey 
out ,  they c red i ted other p rograms t hat they were 
g o i n g  to use it, and that's how they were ab le  to  say 
that they ass isted the farm com m u n ity a heck of a lot .  

Mr .  Cha i rman ,  that g reen feed prog ram the hon­
ourable member sa id ,  no  one  cr i t ic ized h i m  for the 
progra m ,  but  l et 's rem e m ber who benef ited.  Mr .  
Cha i rman ,  those funds  that  were e l i g i bl e  to be pa id  
out  to farmers w h o  needed the g reen feed progra m ,  
those m o n ies were credited to what the  g overn ment  
then cons idered that they owed u nder the B IAP p ro­
gram. That's how they f u n ded one program wi th  
another ,  Mr .  Cha i rman ,  t h ey rea l l y  d i d n't  ass is t  the  
farmers.  What t h ey d i d  i s  a n  i nternal  transfer o n  the  
books, Mr .  Cha i rman ,  that m oney wasn't  p rovided to  
the farmers of M a n itoba.  Let ' s  see  where the records 
are. 

I nstead of the govern ment ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  o pt i n g  to 
p u rc hase as was part of the contract, no, they sa id ,  
here  we've g iven you a l l  k inds  of loopholes to get out ,  
we won't  bother  to co l lect,  but  when i t  came to assis­
tance u nder  the  g reen feed p rog ram ,  o h  no,  o h  n o ,  
y o u  o w e  us  the  m oney.  So i n stead o f  u s  pay i n g  you a 
cheq u e ,  we're movi n g  t h i s  a m o u n t  of money that you 
would h ave been e l i g i b l e  for ,  we w i l l  c red it  your other 
accou nt ,  and  that's how the  ass istance progra m  
worked, M r. Cha i rman ,  i n  terms o f  t h e  m o n ies that 
were co l lected u n der t h e  B I A P  progra m .  Let the  
former m e m ber  i n d i cate t h at's h ow the  assistance 
was . Now to stan d  up here and  say o h  yes, we p ro­
v ided $40 m i l l i o n  for agri c u l t u re to ass ist t h e m ,  M r. 
C h a i r m a n ,  w h e n  we o n l y  spent  20,  wel l ,  we had 40,  h e  
s a i d  - wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  y o u  a n n o u nced 1 0  i n  t h e  
h o g  p rog ra m ,  y o u  ended u p  w i t h  5 ,  we're p i c k i n g  u p  
t h e  other 5 now,  you've j u st voted for i t .  I s  t hat how 
you were manag i n g  to ass ist  the  farmers of M a n itoba,  
phony bookkeepi n g ?  I s  t h at the  way you managed 
your  affa i rs ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ?  Obv ious ly ,  that's one  
i ntent and  that's rea l l y  bas ica l l y  why  you ' re there and  
we're here .  

MR.  CHAIRMAN: The M e m ber for Art h u r. 

MR.  DOWNEY:  Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  i t 's  refresh i n g  to see 
the n u m ber of agr icu l t u ra l  peop le  h e  h as s i tt i n g  
aro u n d  h i m  i n  c o m m i ttee t o n i g ht .  I w o u l d  a s k  i f  a l l  t h e  

farmers that were t here wou l d  stan d  up ,  I don 't s u p­
pose that there'd be one  of t h e m .  O h ,  oh - N o ,  there 
i s n 't one .  That's why  they ' re over there and we're over 
there with al l  the rural m e m bers o n  t h i s  s ide .  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  let's put  the record stra ight ,  that there were 
a few peop le  w h o  u nder the i r  i l l -conceived Beef 
I ncome Ass u rance Program as they ca l led i t ,  w i th 
the ir  reg u l at ions  for them to pay back the  m o n ey to 
the Prov i nce of Man itoba - ( I nterject ion ) - t h at's 
r ight ,  they ' re i ns i s t i ng  that every n ickel  be paid back,  
Mr .  Cha i rman .  There were a few, not too many,  they're 
on the  record , there's not many ,  a handfu l !  or two, t hat 
i n stead of g i v i n g  them the total funds  from the  g reen 
feed program t h at they may have been owed, there 
was a red uct ion or a ded uct ion made. I don ' t  t h i n k  
that 's an  u n acceptable p ractice. I t  saves a l o t  o f  court 
costs i n  the t h i ng s  that they were recom mend i n g ,  but 
as a tota l ,  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  i t  was m i n ute.  In  fact ,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  there wou l d  h ave been less peop le  - I 
wou l d  bet you that there were l ess peop le  i n  that 
s i tuat ion  u nder  the  g reen feed p rogram - and I d on't 
want to d ebate the  g reen feed program because i t  was 
wel l  received by a l l  the farmers in M a n itoba. I t 's  on the 
record ,  M r .  Cha i rman .  You f i n d  many farmers other  
than  those that had m o n ies co l lected back from them 
that t h o u g ht they s h o u l d  get  i t  when they  owed the 
prov i n ce m o n ey u nder the Beef I ncome Assu ra n ce 
Progra m .  

I wou l d n 't be afra id  to spec u l ate, M r. Cha i rman ,  
there were l ess peop le  i n  that s i tuat ion than  w i l l  be 
he l ped i n  total w i th  t h i s  I nterest Rate Rel ief Prog ram .  I 
wou l d  be l i eve that ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  a n d  we' l l  watch and 
see how many farmers part ic i pate i n  h i s  $6,000, 
$3 ,000 of w h i c h  i s  a g rant  and $3,000 of w h i c h  is 
I nterest R ate Re l i ef Progra m ,  and i f  you ' re ready to go 
down the t u be ,  you may get i t  but i t  doesn't  q u a l ify for 
l a n d  i n c u rred debt. Wel l ,  I 've sa id  i t  1 0  t i mes and I ' l l  
say i t  aga i n ,  when  a farmer goes to lose h i s  farm , it 's 
his land h e  loses.  He  needs the s u pport program to 
s u pport and keep them from tak i n g  his land away. So, 
Mr. C h a i r m a n ,  I t h i n k  the department records w i l l  
c lear that m atter u p ,  and  the  M i n i ster does n ot t ry to 
cont i n u e  to m is lead the com m ittee with those k i n d s  of 
statements that aren't correct. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 5 . ( b) ( 1 ) -pass. 
The H o n o u rab le  M i n ister. 
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MR.  URUSKI :  The h o n o u rab le  member i n d i cated 
that there were j ust a handfu l !  of c l ients left in 1 980. I 
want to te l l  h i m  by h i s  own stat ist ics that there were 
3 ,647 contracts i n  existence u n der the Beef I n come 
Assu rance P lan in  Apr i l  1 ,  1 980. Now, Mr .  Cha i rman ,  
obv ious ly  there was  $2 m i l l i o n  co l lected u nder  the  
progra m ,  some of that was  payments ,  some of that 
wou l d  have been u n der the g reen feed p rog ra m ,  so 
there would h ave been some work - -( I nterject ion ) ­
Wel l ,  Mr .  C h a i r m a n ,  we' l l  check that out .  But  I want to 
tel l  the h o n o u rab le  m e m ber when he i n d icated that 
o n l y  a few peop le  were left on a contract, a n d. t h at's 
the statement h e  made. 

MR. DOWNEY: I d id n ot say that .  I sa id for t hose 
peop le  that funds  were ded u cted that were owed to 
the prov i nce ,  were deducted from the g reen feed p ro­
g ra m ,  and does the M i n ister d isag ree? Was that the  
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wro n g  way to go? Is he sayi n g  we shou ld  h ave pa id  
t hose funds  to the  produ cers? Pay a l l  those funds  to  
t h e  prod u cers and  then  take them to c o u rt l i ke h e  
suggested and a d d  cost p l us f o r  the farmers, i s  that 
w h at he's suggest i ng?  Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  I don 't 
m i n d  debat i n g  the  g reen feed program a l l  n i g ht and  I 
w i l l  cont i n u e  to do so, but  I do not  want to m i s lead the  
peop le  of  M a n itoba because there were very few peo­
ple that had the money that t h ey owed the prov i n ce 
wr i tten off agai nst the i r  g reen feed program ,  and  I 
wou ld  advise h i m  to get those n u m bers. 

MR. URUSKI :  M r. Cha i rman ,  we' l l  get the n u m bers so 
that the record i s  c lear. But for the sake of the record, 
the M i n ister and the former M i n i ster k nows very wel l  
t h at h e  h ad an  option and t here was a contract w i th  
Man itoba prod u cers as  to what the respons ib i l i t ies of  
t h e  govern ment  were. He  decided to change t hose 
respon s i b i l i t ies and change the way the program 
operated . As a resu l t ,  i t  was p u re ly  for po l i t ical  rea­
sons that t h i s  program was ru i ned,  Mr. Cha i rman ,  
absol utely .  I t  confused farmers,  i t  made them not o n l y  
contract h o lders ,  i t  m a d e  them vendors ,  i t  m a d e  them 
buyers. They ended u p  buyi n g  the i r  own catt le ,  they 
ended co l lect i n g  the i r  own money,  M r. Cha i rman .  A l l  
t h a t  k i n d  o f  n i ce - i n  putt i n g  i t  i n  layman's  l a n g u age 
- screw i n g  u p  of a p rog ram that the former ad m i n is­
t rat i o n  did and t h ey did a good job. I sa id t h at before 
and I ' l l  say i t  aga i n ,  they did a very n eat job in terms of 
m a k i n g  s u re that  farmers were skeptical  and tota l ly  
scared of j o i n i n g  any f u rther  govern mental  p rog ram .  

But ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  had that program n ot been i n  
p lace, I ven t u re t o  say, that w e  wou l d  h ave not had t h e  
c o w  h e r d s  i n  t h e  Prov i n ce of Man itoba t h at wou ld  
have  s u rvived i f  n ot for  that program.  M r. Cha i rman ,  
t h at p rogram saved o u r  bas ic  herd  i n  the  P rov i n ce of  
Man itoba and  we were mov i n g  a long the  l i n e  of a 
cal lous  govern ment who,  a l though they received the  
major ity of ru ral s u pport i n  the  l ast two elect ions  i n  
ru ral Man itoba, they weren't p repared to assist farmers 
and  farmers recog n i zed that .  Farmers d id  recog n ize 
t h at a l though  t h e  Conservat ives can ta l k  a l l  they want 
that they are t h e  fr iend of the farmer, they were not 
prepared to ass ist  them, that their  h earts were not in  i t ,  
M r. Cha i rman .  At least from a Conservative po int  of 
v iew with respect to the i r  p h i l osophy in terms of m ar­
ket i n g ,  at least they were h o l d i n g  part ia l ly  t rue to t h e i r  
word that rea l l y  the free and o p e n  market is  the o n l y  
w a y  to g o  a n d  that we wou l d  stand o r  fa l l  o n  t h e  free 
and open m arket. They cou ld n ' t  ho ld  off in the hog 
i n d u st ry .  They j ust cou l d n 't ,  they cou l d n 't ho ld  to the 
p h i losophy  at a l l .  They j ust had to push  in  and  k ind of 
recog n ize that the market system that they beho ld  
themselves to fe l l  down ;  i t  d id n't  work .  Obvious ly ,  i t  
d i d n ' t  work ,  and  they had to m ove i n  w i th  p u b l i c  do l ­
la rs and s u bs i d ies to the i n d u stry. As much to the i r  
chagr in  they waited a n d  they f ina l ly  had to admi t  that  
what they'd been preac h i n g  a l l  these years fel l  down 
and d id n 't  suppo rt them.  I t  crashed and the hog i n du s­
try was i n  a state of c h aos r ight  across th i s  cou ntry 
and  i n  M a n itoba as wel l ,  Mr .  Cha i rman .  I t  j u st d idn ' t  
work. 

We are see i n g  i t  now in the beef i n d u stry. I mean .  
are  the h o n o u rable members of the Conservative 
Party say i n g ,  "No ,  there shou ld  not be any p u b l i c  
i n f u s i o n  of funds  t o  t h e  beef i ndustry . "  I s  that what 
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he's say i n g ?  O bv ious ly  that what he 's  mean i n g ,  that 
rea l l y  we s h o u l d n 't s u p po rt the  beef i n d u st ry .  Let the 
free and open market go ,  let there be freed o m .  Let  the 
farmers be free to g o  bankrupt .  That 's  real l y  what  
you ' re say i n g ,  that 's  the  k ind of freedo m  the  Tories 
are tal k i n g  about .  Let's h ave freedom here ,  we can go 
ban krupt anyt i m e  we want .  

Wel l ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  they h ave that k i n d  of freed o m .  
T h e y  w a n t  assistance; they can j o i n  the  p rog ram ;  they 
want the  k i n d  of freedo m  that the Tories are tal k i n g  
about ,  t h e y  h ave that freedom ava i l ab le  to them at 
anyt i m e. They don ' t  h ave to j o i n  the p lan  at a l l .  That 
freedom is t here. The freedom that the  h o n o u rab le  
m e m bers ta lk  about that they're f igh t i ng  for ;  i t ' s  t here 
for them to take or leave. They are f ree to do - t h ey 
can ta l k  a l l  t h e  farmers i nto i t - an d t h ey w i l l  be free to 
do as they p lease. 

MR. DOWNEY: M r. Cha i rman ,  i t 's q u ite i nterest i n g  to 
l isten to the com ments of the M i n ister of Agr icu l tu re .  
There's n o  q u est ion i n  o u r  m i nds ,  Mr .  C h ai rman ,  that 
the  beef i n d u stry n eeded a s u pport .  We aren't  agai n st ,  
M r .  Cha i rman ,  a s u p po rt .  M r. C h a i r m a n ,  we fe l t  very 
stro n g l y  t h at the  i n du st ry had to h ave a program that 
was recom mended and  agreed by the  beef i n d u st ry i n  
t h e  Prov i n ce o f  M a n itoba. We d i d n 't h ave a n  i l l ­
conceived idea,  M r. C h a i rman ,  t h at the  w h o l e  market­
i n g  system for the beef i n d ustry had to be c h a nged;  
1 976, t h e  beef  i n d u stry to ld them that  they d idn ' t  want 
t h e  market i n g  system changed for the  beef catt l e  of 
t h i s  p rovi nce.  

M r. C h a i r m a n ,  the best way the  M i n ister could h ave 
m oved was to h ave g iven the produ cers that $50 per 
cow as a o n e-t i m e  g rant .  I t  worked out,  w h i c h  h as 
been o u r  posit i o n ,  worked out  w i th  the  Federal G ov­
ern ment  a n at iona l  stabi l i zat i o n  program wi th  the 
oth e r  p rovin ces so we don' t  h ave the  taxpayers in  
M a n itoba,  Saskatchewa n ,  A l berta, O ntar io ,  B . C .  and 
a l l  t h e  prov i nces com peti n g  agai n st o n e  another  to  
produce a bas ic  food that we've taken for g ranted too 
l o n g  in t h i s  country .  

We h ave a Nat iona l  G ra i n  Sta b i l izat i o n  Prog ram ,  
M r .  C h a i rm a n ,  t h at 's  worked out ;  w e  h ave a C rop 
I n s u rance Program that 's worked out  o n  a nat ional  
bas is .  So,  o n  nat iona l l y  produced com modit ies ,  M r. 
Cha i rman ,  it is i n  t h e  best i n terests of the con s u mers, 
the prod u cers and al l  i n vo lved to h ave a n at iona l  p ro­
gram.  That was o u r  objective, M r. Cha i rman .  

The beef p rodu cers n eed that $50  per  a n i ma l  one­
t i m e  g rant  and g et o n ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  w i th  work i n g  out  
a n at iona l  sta b i l izat ion  p rog ram ;  n ot a n  i l l -conceived 
marketi n g  prog ram ;  n ot an  i l l-conceived i nvolve ment 
of gett i n g  i nto the  feed lot bus iness and  c h an g i n g  the 
tota l  beef product ion i n dustry .  

The hog i n d u stry, M r. Cha i rman ,  the  program t h at 
was i ntrod uced was worked out  w i th  the  hog p roduc­
ers .  There was m ea n ingfu l m oney put  i n  p lace, a n d  i t 's 
a l o ng-term p rog ram ,  M r. Cha i rman ,  a two-year p ro­
gram,  w h i c h  w i l l  p h ase i nto a Federal  Gove r n ment 
progra m .  M r. Cha i rman ,  i s  the M i n ister te l l i n g  u s  that 
he doesn ' t  l i ke t h at Hog Stab i l izat ion  Progra m ?  I s  he 
go ing  to remove i t ;  take it  away from the  producers? Is  
that w h at he 's go ing to do,  M r. Cha i rman? M r. C h a i r­
man ,  is that what he's go ing  to do? 

I bel i eve, M r. Cha i rman ,  that the  H o g  I ncome As­
su rance Program that was put in p lace was one that's 
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i n  the best i n terests of the  hog i n d u stry i n  Man itoba. 
I t 's an  exa m p l e  that was set, the people of A l berta 
have fo l lowed o n  the same g u i de l i nes as the one that 
was put in place here .  and I wou ld  hope t h at the 
Federal Govern ment  wou l d  pay attent ion to the n eeds 
of the  a g ri c u l t u ra l  com m u n ity and  put  the same k i n d  
o f  a program i n  on  a nat iona l  basis.  

M R .  C H A I R MA N :  5 . ( b ) ( 1 ) -pass ;  5 . ( b) ( 2 ) -pass ;  
( b) -pass; 5 . ( c) 4-H and Youth ,  5 . (c ) ( 1 )  Sa lar ies­
pass; 5 . (c ) (2 )  Other Expend i tu res, (c ) (2) -pass; ( c ) ­
pass; 5 ( d )  Home Econom ics ,  5 . (d ) ( 1 )  Salaries-pass; 
5 . ( d ) (2 )  Other Expendi tu res-pass; (d ) -pass; 5 . (e) 
D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e  A d m i n i s t r at i o n ,  5 . ( e ) ( 1 ) - p as s ;  
5 . (e) (2 ) -pass; (e )-pass. That conc l u des the i tems 
u nder cons ideratio n  for Reso lut ion  No .  1 2. 

T H E R E F O R E  B E  I T  R ES O L V E D  t h at t he re be 
g ranted to Her M ajesty a sum n ot exceed i n g  $6,623,900 
for Agr icu l ture, Reg iona l  Agr icu l tura l  Extens ion  for 
t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r  e n d i n g  t h e  31 st day o f  M a r c h ,  
1 983-pass. 

I f  there i s  concensus we w i l l  call i t  10 o 'c lock .  

M R .  URUSKI :  Com m ittee r ise ,  M r. Cha i rman .  

MR.  CHAIRMAN:  Com m i ttee r ise 
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