
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Monday, 1 2  April, 1 982 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPENI N G  PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

M R .  SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital) :  
Presenting Petiti ons . . .  Reading and Receiving 
Petiti ons . . . Presenting Rep orts by Standing and 
Special Committees . . .  Ministerial Statements and 
Tabling of Rep orts . . .  N otices of M oti on . 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

HON. R O LAND PENNER (Fort Rouge) intr oduced 
Bill N o. 23 , An Act t o  amend The Legal Aid Services 
S ociety of Manit oba Act . 

M OTIO N  presented and carried. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

M R .  SPEAK E R :  The H on ourable Leader of the 
Opp ositi on. 

MR.  STERLING LYON (Charleswood): Mr . Speaker, 
a questi on t o  the First Minister. In view of the ne ws 
rep orts t oday and preceding days of unprecedented 
applicati ons f or welfare in the City of Winnipeg; of 
unprecedented applicati ons f or une mpl oy ment insu­
rance by residents of Manit oba ;  of new rec ord highs 
being set in business bankruptcies and cl osures ; of 
une mpl oyment rates that are distur bingly high f or this 
time of year ; and m ortgage f orecl osures which are 
als o on the increase , all of these being at rec ord or 
near-rec ord highs, will the First Minister advise the 
H ouse if it is his intenti on, the intenti on of his g ov­
ern ment t o  m ove ahead i mmediately and with dis­
patch and with vig our with respect t o  the neg otiati ons 
on the ma j or pr ojects - the aluminum smelter , the 
p otash mine, the p ower grid , the additi onal t o  Man F or 
- in order that he and his g overnment may try t o  in ject 
s ome new vitality and h ope int o the Manit oba 
ec on omy . 

MR.  SPEAKER:  The H on ourable First Minister . 

HON. HOWARD PAWLEY (Selkirk): Mr. Speaker , we 
are pr oceeding with all eff ort that is reas onable under 
the circumstances t o  ensure that there are satisfac­
t ory terms arrived at in regard t o  the pr ojects that the 
First Ministers arrived at. Th ose neg otiati ons are 

presently in pr ocess. We must , of c ourse, make sure 
that th ose neg otiati ons , when they are c ompleted , are 
c ompleted on a basis by which the terms are ter ms 
that Manit obans. w ould be pr oud. 

M R . LYON:  Mr. Speaker, with respect t o  one p orti on 
of my questi on that I directed t o  the First Minister , 
namely , the questi on of pr oviding s ome h ope and 
s ome clear directi on t o  the pe ople of Manit oba and 
s ome c onfidence that this g overnment is aware of the 
kind of ec on omic directi on it sh ould be giving t o  the 
pe ople of Manit oba , can the First Minister c onfirm t o  
this H ouse what he allegedly said t o  the press last 

Thursday that Manit obans can l ook f or at least a 2 
percent increase in the sales tax in the f orthc oming 
budget ? 

MR.  PAWLEY: Mr . Speaker , the Leader of the Opp o­
siti on has apparently misunderst ood the nature of the 
resp onse t o  the press . I indicated that in the f orthc om­
ing budget there is n o questi on that hard decisi ons 
will have t o  be made ; th ose hard decisi ons may very 
well inv olve the opti on of sales tax as well as other 
f or ms of taxati on . Mr . Speaker , the Leader of the 
Opp ositi on refers t o  h ope . What Manit obans are l ook­
ing f or at this p oint is a realistic appraisal of the pres­
ent situati on ins ofar as Manit oba , ins ofar as Canada is 
c oncerned ; they are l ooking t owards the devel op­
ment of pr ogra ms at the federal level and at the pr o­
vincial level in order t o  overc ome the difficult circu m­
stances that we are c onfr onted with. In fact, it was last 
May , Mr . Speaker , during budget debate , that I indi­
cated t o  this H ouse and t o  Manit obans that, in vie w of 
the da ma ge that has resulted in f our years of C onser­
vative administrati on and in view of what has taken 
place at the federal level , it will indeed take s ome ti me 
t o  overc ome the difficulties and obstacles that we are 
overc ome with in respect t o  ec on omic directi on . 

MR. LYON:  Mr . Speaker , in referring t o  the questi on 
of h ope and c onfidence that the pe ople of Manit o ba 
l ook t o  their g overn ment t o  pr ovide , can the First 
Minister advise this H ouse and the pe ople of Mani­
t oba if he has n ow put t o  rest the suggesti on th at w as 
made by one or m ore of his Ministers , that the Hydr o 
rate free ze was g oing t o  be aband oned by this g ov­
ern ment in the face of a s ole mn pr o mise by the Fi rst 
Minister that that w ould n ot h appen ? 

MR.  PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker , I d o  have t o  c orrect the 
Leader of the Opp ositi on. Again, n o  one has indicated 

that we're aband oning the hydr o rate free ze. The 
c om ment was made by the Minister resp onsible that 

·the present p olicy is under review, which I under­
stand, Mr . Speaker , it has been under review fr o m  a 
technical p oint of view f or each of the last three years . 
It c ontinues t o  be under review under this ad minis tr a­
ti on as , indeed , it was under the previ ous 
ad ministrati on . 
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MR.  LYON: Mr. Speaker , accepting as we d o  that 
faint glimmer of h ope that has n ow been given by the 
First Minister with respect t o  the maintenance of the 

hydr o rate free ze ,  can the First Minister n ot c onfirm t o  
the H ouse and t o  the pe ople of Manit oba that might be 
one only faint type of h ope that he and his c olleagues 
can offer t o  the pe ople of Manit oba ; namely t o  offer 
the m a c ontinuati on of the free ze in hydr o rate free ze, 
as the one guarantee against inflati on that this g ov­
ern ment apparently is g oing t o  be able t o  offer ? 

M R .  PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, I'm n ot quite sure of the 
nature of the questi on the Leader of the Opp ositi on 
has asked . He's asked f or a questi on pertaining t o  
g overnment opini on on matters of p olicy . Mr. Speaker , 
there is n o  simple or easy message that can be deli-
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vered at this p oint. It w ould be, indeed, false as l ong as 
we pursue a p olicy that is regressive pertaining t o  
m onetary p olicy, high interest rates, a p olicy that's 
been c ondemned by every pr ovincial administrati on 
in Canada, and, indeed, was supp orted by the f ormer 
Minister of Finance, the f ormer g overnment of this 

pr ovince. Until, Mr. Speaker, we have a reversal of 
m onetary p olicy Canada-wide, we cann ot, n or can 
Manit obans - because Manit obans have much m ore 
s ophisticati on than the Leader of the Opp ositi on 
gives Manit obans - d o  n ot have unt oward expecta­
ti on until there is a direct reversal of m onetary p olicy 
in Ottawa by the Federal G overnment. 

MR.  SPEAKER:  The H on ourable Member f or F ort 
Garry. 

MR. L.R. {Bud) SHERMAN {Fort Garry) :  Mr. Speaker, 
I direct my questi on t o  the H on ourable Minister of 
Community Services in his capacity as Minister of 
Empl oyment Services and, particularly, Work Activity 
Pr ojects, in view of the pr omise in this H ouse f or the 

past f our years that an N D P  g overnment w ould pr o­
vide j obs rather than welfare, can the Minister advise 
the H ouse what he, in c oncert with his c olleagues, is 
d oing t o  deliver on that pledge t o  the swelling ranks of 
welfare recipients in this pr ovince ? 

M R .  SPEAKER:  The H on ourable Minister of Com­
munity Services. 

HON. LEONARD S. EVANS {Brandon East): What I 
say sh ould assure the h ouse is that we will n ot d o  what 
that member did when he was Minister and cut the 
budget of the Work Activity Pr oject substantially in 
this pr ovince. 

The West Bran Work Activity Pr oject al one - nearly 
$ 2  milli on - was cut by that g overnment when there 
was plenty of unempl oyment in the Wes Man regi on of 
Manit oba, in the years of the Ly on administrati on. I 
can tell the h on ourable member and members of this 
H ouse that we are reviewing the Work Activity Pr o­
jects thr ough out Manit oba; we're expanding int o The 
Pas as we indicated in our Estimates; and indeed if 

anything we w ould like t o  have these pr ojects play a 
more meaningful r ole than they have in the past f our 
years. 

MR.  SHERMAN:  Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that 
the redundant Work Activity Pr ojects t o  which the 
Minister refers were replaced by real jobs and in view 
of the fact that the private sect or was pr oviding an 
infusi on int o the r oles of empl oyment and ranks of 
empl oyment in this pr ovince, far outstripping the pub­
lic sect or as sh ould be the case f or the first time in 
s ome eight years during the peri od to which the Min­
ister refers, and in view of the fact further, Sir, that 
welfare r oles in Manit oba decreased c ontinually 
thr ough the f our years of the Pr ogressive Conserva­
tive administrati on and st ood s ome six m onths ag o at 
their l owest p oint in years and n ow are rising again, I 
w ould ask the Minister, Mr. Speaker, if while c onsider­
ing W ork Activity Pr ojects which have their place, he 
w ould als o remember that he is Minister of Empl oy­
ment Services and that he w ould undertake f orthwith 
with his c olleagues, measures and initiatives designed 

t o  create real and meaningful j obs and take pe ople off 
welfare and render unnecessary many of the make­
w ork Work Activity Pr ojects that he obvi ously envi­
si ons is the answer. 

MR.  EVANS: Mr. Speaker, I can assure the h on our­
able member that we will d o  everything we can t o  
pr ovide w ork f or the pe ople of Manit oba. We believe 
in w ork and n ot welfare. Mr. Speaker, we can d o  all in 
our p ower thr ough our department and we have a 
limited mandate in our particular department as the 
member kn ows, but as l ong as the Federal G overn­
ment in Ottawa persists in pursuing a Reagan omics 
type of p olicy, high interest rates, which acr oss the 
c ountry is creating levels of unempl oyment that have 
never been realized since the dirty Thirties right 
acr oss this c ountry. 

We can try as hard as we might in the Pr ovince of 
Manit oba but as l ong as that right-wing ec on omic 

phil os ophy prevails in this c ountry which these pe o­
ple acr oss the way supp ort incidentally, but they d on't 
like t o  talk ab out it t oo much, we can try as hard as we 
like but there's still g oing t o  be unempl oyment as l ong 
as we pursue right-wing ec on omic p olicies in Ottawa. 

M R .  SHE RMAN: Mr. Speaker, right-wing thinking is 
perhaps better than fuzzy thinking, perhaps better 
than n o  thinking at all. S ome acti on is better than 
n one. Mr. Speaker, the Minister can duck and hide all 
he wants behind past rec ords and behind p olicies of 
Ottawa. The Minister is the Minister resp onsible f or 
welfare and welfare services and empl oyment servi­
ces in this pr ovince ; he has repeated the pledge and 
the pr omise t o  which I referred ; he believes appar­
ently in w ork, n ot welfare. When is he g oing t o  deliver, 
Mr. Speaker ? 
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M R .  ENNS:  I just want t o  assure the members of the 
H ouse, as I did a few minutes ag o, that we will d o  
everyt hing we can in our department, with our partic­
ular mandate, t o  pr ovide pe ople wh o are chr onically 
unempl oyed. Mr. Speaker, I might add that s ome of 
the pe ople wh o are chr onically unempl oyed t oday 
were, indeed, the same pe ople wh o were chr onically 
unempl oyed f or many years under that previ ous 
administration and, unf ortunately, they turned a blind 
eye t o  the chr onically unempl oyed and cut the Work 
Activity Pr ojects in this province. S o  much f or the 
bleeding hearts acr oss the way; s o  much f or their 
c oncern ab out the chr onically unempl oyed wh o are 
unempl oyed whether y ou have a b ooming peri od or 
whether y ou have a recessi on. Th ose are the kind of 
pe ople we deal with in our department, as the member 
kn ows, and I 'm s orry t o  say that they turned a blind 
eye t o  the ch onically unempl oyed ; the pe ople wh o 
have difficulty in getting j obs, the mentally retarded, 
the handicapped, the physically handicapped, the 
underprivileged. They're the pe ople that turned a 
blind eye, they're the pe ople wh o didn't seem t o  care 
and n ow they're telling us we sh ould care. Well, we d o  
care, we have m ore m oney in our budget and we're 
certainly g oing t o  d o  our best t o  l ook after those 
pe ople. 

MR.  SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, can the Minister advise 
the H ouse whether he understands that we're n ot 
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talking ab out the chr onically unempl oyed? It is n ot 
the chr onically unempl oyed that create increases in 
welfare r olls; it is the newly unempl oyed, it is the new 
welfare recipients; that's what we're talking ab out, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker. when is the Minister g oing t o  deliver 
on his, and his c olleagues - certainly his f ormer 
colleagues, perhaps s ome of his new ones were n ot s o  
guilty - certainly his f ormer colleagues' pr omise and 
pledge and declamation in this H ouse f or f our years 
that an N O P g overnment w ould n ot t olerate welfare, 
but preferred j obs and w ould put pe ople t o  w ork? 

M R .  EVANS:  Mr. Speaker, the h on ourable members 
had f our years and we've seen an unprecedented 
ec on omic decline in this pr ovince. unprecedented 
ec on omic decline under f our years of the Ly on admin­
istrati on. We had unprecedented p opulati on l osses 
which have been c onfirmed by the recent census; the 
only pr ovince in Canada who had a declining p opula­
ti on and then we've been in office barely f our m onths 
and we're supp osed t o  have all the answers t o  every­
thing, in spite of what Ottawa is d oing, in spite of what 
Mr . Reagan's d oing. The fact is, Mr. Speaker, as the 

member kn ows. in our budget we have m onies there; 
our m onies which we can d o  within the mandate of 
our department we will d o  and we will help any one 
and every one in any way we can. But I repeat, Mr. 
Speaker, our rec ord f our years hence will l ook 
immeasurably better than the f our years of s orry T ory 
ec on omic decline and recessi on of Manit oba. 

M R .  SHERMAN:  Mr. Speaker, if the rec ord otthe past 
f our years was s o  disastr ous. can the Minister answer 
one simple questi on? Why, when he and his c ol­
leagues t ook office on N ovember 30, 1981, were wel­
fare r oles in the pr ovince at a virtual all time l ow and 
unempl oyment at a near rec ord l ow? Why are welfare 
r oles and unempl oyment up s o  high t oday? If, indeed, 
they believe that their p olicies of j obs n ot welfare, are 
actual real p olicies that are really working, can he 
answer that simple questi on. Mr. Speaker? 

M R .  EVANS:  Well, Mr. Speaker, I detect a repetiti on 
in the questi on of the H on ourable Member f or F ort 
Garry. Again, the answer is very standard, that any 
pr ovince in this c ountry is n ot an island unt o itself. It's 
not an ec on omic island unt o itself. We have always 
said that. But, members opp osite, of c ourse. talk; I can 
remember the Member f or Sturge on Creek getting up, 
telling us h ow great such and such industry X was 
expanding in Manit oba and he was taking full credit. 
Everytime there was a plant opening, they t ook full 

credit. Well, if they want t o  take credit f or plant 
openings, they have t o  take credit f or plant cl osures. 
The fact is, Mr. Speaker, the ec on omy did decline 
during the years of the members opp osite and the 
p opulati on did decline. But I repeat that try as we may, 
we c ould have the best empl oyment pr ogram services 
in the c ountry in our department, and as l ong as the 
Federal G overnment and the American G overnment 
want t o  pursue right-wing Reagan omics, we're g oing 
t o  c ontinue t o  have rising levels of welfare in 
this c ountry. I might add, Mr. Speaker, that a great 
number of the pe ople wh o are on welfare are transient 
pe ople wh o are dealt with at the municipal level 

as the members kn ow. 

MR.  SPEAKER: The H on ourable Member f or Tuxed o.  

M R .  GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): Mr. Speaker. my 
questi on is f or the Premier. In view his guarantee that 
no Manit obans will l ose their h omes due t o  high inter­
est rates, a guarantee I might indicate is c ontained in 
this treatise entitled "A Clear Ch oice f or Manit obans; 
P olicies of the Manit oba New Dem ocratic Party. " In 

view of that guarantee and in view of the fact that the 
Minister resp onsible f or H ousing's admissi on in 
Brand on earlier t oday that the M ortgage Interest Rate 

Relief Pr ogram devel oped by this g overnment is a 
band-aid appr oach that will n ot have any l ong-term 
p ositive effect on behalf of th ousands of Manit oba 
h ome owners suffering the adverse effects of m ort­
gage renewals. What steps d oes the g overnment 
intend t o  take t o  pr ovide any real or meaningful relief 
and assistance t o  h ome owners wh o are facing these 
pr oblems, in view of his electi on pr omise ? 

M R .  SPEAKER :  The H on ourable First Minister. 

M R .  PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, there have been tw o very 
significant m oves in the space of just a little over f our 
m onths on the part of the new g overnment. One, Mr. 
Speaker, was t o  intr oduce a pr ogram which I kn ow 
the h on ourable members acr oss the way wish t o  
attempt t o  discredit because they are nerv ous ab out 
its eventual effectiveness; that is, Mr. Speaker, inter­
est rate relief ins ofar as h ome owners that are l osing 
their h omes due t o  interest rate pressures. And, Mr. 
Speaker. we have, in the space of s ome f our m onths 
plus, indeed unveiled that legislati on; applicati ons are 
out and applicati ons just n ow are in the pr ocess of 
being received. Mr. Speaker, where were th ose of the 
f ormer administrati on f or f our years? Where were 
they f or f our years when Manit obans were l osing their 
h omes while they supp orted the m onetary p olicies 
that were being pursued in Ottawa; where were, Mr . 
Speaker, th ose of the previ ous administrati on? That's 
N o. 1, Mr. Speaker. 

N o. 2, Mr. Speaker, this g overnment has made very 
very clear that it opp oses the present m onetary p oli­
cies that are being pursued and until, Mr. Speaker, 
there is a backing away fr om ec on omic madness that 
is being practised by Reagan in the United States 
pertaining t o  interest rates; being als o, Mr. Spea ker, 
tracked by the Federal G overnment in Ottawa. -
(Interjecti on)- The h on ourable members acr oss the 

way obvi ously feel that there is s ome simplistic s olu­
ti on; the only s oluti on is t o  deal with the effects that 
high interest rate p olicy has thr ough out Canada on 
home owners . This g overnment with its limited field, 
Mr. Speaker, is pr oceeding t o  a pr ogram of interest 

rate relief pending s ome ec on omic sanity on the part 
of the Federal G overnment in Ottawa and, h opefully, 
that one in Washingt on. 
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M R .  SPEAKE R :  The H on ourable Leader of the 
Opp ositi on. 

M R . LYON :  Mr. Speaker, in view of that piece of ec o­
n omic enlightenment we've just had fr om the First 
Minister, with his cust omary and alm ost Pavl ovian 
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kick at President Reagan, will the First Minister tell us 
why it is that an ideological soul mate of his, who is 
apparently practicing the very policites that he appears 
to espouse, namely, the President of France, Mr. Mit­
terand, who has four communists in his Cabinet, why 
is it, Mr. Speaker, that President Mitterand's policies, 
which flow from the same fever-swamp that my hon­
ourable friend the First Minister's do, are failing in 
France? 

M R. SPEAKER:  The Honourable First Minister. 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, I want to, first, preface 
my remarks by, Mr. Speaker, that is the kind of style, 
indeed, that demonstrates why the previous govern­
ment lost on November the 17th. Mr. Speaker, what I 
do know in respect to the policies of the West German 
Government, headed by Chancellor Schimdt, and 
also by Mitterand in France, that there has been a 
disassociation by those two governments from the 
high interest rate policies pursued by President Rea­
gan in the United States. They made this very very 
clear on innumerable occasions; they have called for 
a reversal of the kind of interest rate policies being 
pursued in Washington; and, indeed, Mr. Speaker, 
they have dared to pursue independent economic 
policies, both in West Germany and in France. Mr. 
Speaker, the jury is out as to how effective they will be. 
I believe, Mr. Speaker. they've been much more effec­

tive than the Federal Government in Ottawa has been 
by the fact that they've established independent Can­
adian direction insofar as the economy and monetary 
policies are concerned. 

MR.LYON: Well then, Mr. Speaker, is the First Minis­
ter saying, in short as we would expect one of his 
political sensibilities to say, that it's all right in this 
House to kick around President Reagan but you dar­
en't kick around a socialist like President Mitterand? 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, I wanted to make it very 
very clear that when I make references to President 
Reagan I'm not referring to the individual's past or 
present associations; what I'm referring to is the pro­
gram that is represented by President Reagan in the 
United States of America. I'm not dealing in personali­
ties, Mr. Speaker, I do not intend to stoop to personali­
ties, I intend to debate policy for policy, issue for 
issue. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourable Member for Tuxedo. 

MR. F ILMON:  Mr. Speaker, there doesn't appear to 
be any reference in this document to international 
monetary policies or national economic conditions or 
anything of that nature. This Premier said at that time 
that he could solve all these problems, he promised, 
he guaranteed. So, Mr. Speaker, my question to the 
Premier is that, in view of the fact that only 40 people 
have applied out of over 2900 inquiries for the pro­
gram on mortgage interest rate relief, only 40 
homeowners have applied thus far and the program, 
it's almost two months since it was announced, has 
the Minister examined the parameters, has the Pre­
mier examined the parameters of the program to see 
why so many of those who are genuinely in need do 
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not qualify for assistance under his program? 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourable First Minister. 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, the Minister responsible 
for Housing has just indicted, behind me, that the 
statements that the Honourable Member for Tuxedo 
is suggesting are, indeed, false, Mr. Speaker, so I'm 
not going to respond to a question that apparently is 
based upon falsehood. I would ask the Minister 
responsible for Housing if he would like to correct the 
incorrect question that the member has asked? 

M R. SPEAKER:  The Honourable Minister of Natural 
Resources. 

HON. ALVIN H. MACK LING (St. James): Mr. Speaker, 
I would be delighted to correct the misunderstanding 
that the honourable member is trying to put in the 
public record. There have been over 2,000 applica­
tions sent out to individual homeowners and over 100 
received back that are being processed. 

MR. F ILMON:  Mr. Speaker, that still represents a very 
small percentage of those who have enquired. In fact, 
Mr. Speaker, I am quoting from the front page of an 
article in today's Free Press, and, perhaps, the Minis­
ter would like to clarify whether or not one Herb Dub­
ow its is employed by MHRC and could possibly have 
been the spokesman who gave this information to the 
newspaper that indicated that there were 2,925 
enquiries to date and a matter of only 40 applications. 
Could the Minister clarify, perhaps, whether or not 
that person was speaking on behalf of MHRC? 

M R. MACKLI NG: Mr. Speaker, I don't know where 
Mr. Dubowits got his statistics. I know that I con­
firmed, with a member of MHRC staff this morning 
when I was on radio, the statistics that I've given to the 
house, so those are accurate. 

M R. F ILMON:  Can the Minister confirm then that 
there have been over 2,900enquiries that have resulted 
in, in his view, 100 applications? Is that the statistic 
that we should take as being relevant to the success of 
the program to date? 

MR. MACKLI NG: Mr. Speaker, I didn't indicate and I 
won't guess at the number of enquiries that have been 
made, but there have been 2,000 application forms 
sent out to persons who have enquired and over 100 
of those applications have been returned and are 
under consideration for assistance. 

M R. F ILMON:  Does this Minister then judge that the 
program is a success, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. MACKLI NG: Mr. Speaker, I think the citizens of 
Manitoba will judge the success or failure of any pro­
gram we introduce, and regardless of the sniping crit­
icism by the honourable members opposite, we will 
proceed to do what we can to alleviate the problems of 
four years of neglect of the previous administration. 

MR. SPEAKE R :  The Honourable Minister of North­
ern Affairs. 
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HON. JAY COWAN (Churchil l ) :  Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. On Wednesday last in my absence, the Min­
ister of Municipal Affairs took a question from the 
Member for Arthur as notice. I'd like to provide the 
Member for Arthur with the answer at this time. 

His question involved the salt water and crude oil 
spills which have been taking place in the Virden area, 
and he asked in general what the Department of the 
Environment was doing in respect to those. A bit of 
background is necessary in reference to this matter. 
We are operating under an existing system of which 
the Member for Arthur should be aware as it was a 
system that was formulized both by meeting and by 
memo on June 5, 1981 and a system which has been in 
place for many years, whereby the Petroleum Branch 
of the Department of Energy and Mines plays a lead 
role in any crude oil and salt water spills at production 
fields, at field batteries or during the transfer of crude 
oil by pipeline or by truck. That has been put in place 
because it was felt that they had the staff in the field to 
be able to deal with those problems and they had the 
expertise to be able to review the clean-up operation. 
In these instances, petroleum has a lead role, except 
where a water supply is threatened, an aquefier may 
be threatened, or there is a removal of soil as a result 
of the contamination of the soil from the spill. 

The specific spills about which the member is con­
cerned, the crude oil spill on section 33-11- 26, Virden, 
and the oil and salt water spill at section 5-10- 28, west 
and south of Virden, involving several thousand gal­
lons of crude oil and salt water, are being cleaned up 
under those general guidelines which have been in 
place for some time. My understanding is that staff of 
the Environmental Management Division have been 
in contact with staff of the Petroleum Branch of the 
Department of Energy and Mines concerning this 

cleanup and have been working with them in that 
regard. 

As well, as a result of the concerns which were 
expressed by local residents in the area, my staff last 
week contacted staff at the Petroleum Branch to ask 
them for a meeting, so they can review this process 
which was put in place under the previous administra­
tion to determine if, in fact, it is accomplishing that 
which we had hoped it would accomplish, and that is 
the most efficient and effective use of existing exper­
tise to deal with these sorts of spills. That meeting is 
set for some time this week. I can get more specific 
information as to the exact date for the member at 
another question period if he desires that. We are 
meeting for the purpose of refining the system so as to 
ensure that the members' concerns and the concerns 
of the general public and the concerns of the Minister 
responsible for the Department of Energy and Mines 
and my concerns and, indeed, the concerns of the 
entire government are taken into consideration and 
are, in fact, addressed. 

So I encourage the member to make his concerns 
known to us. As well, I encourage the member to 
make his suggestions known to us, and I can assure 
him that we will take those concerns and those sug­
gestions under advisement and we will deal with them 
in a rational and effective way so as to ensure that 
when spills like this which have occurred in the past 
do occur in the future as we know they will, that we 
can deal with them with the most effective response 

mechanism possible. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The Honourable Member for Arthur. 

M R. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. Speaker, it's 
unfortunate that the Honourable Minister did not take 
the time to read the question. The specific question 
was, Mr. Speaker, when was his department con­
tacted dealing with the salt water and crude oil spills 
at Cromer, Manitoba, not at Virden, Manitoba. If he's 
impressing somebody with his diarrhea of words, he's 
not making any friends in that particular community. 

Mr. Speaker, if what the Minister has told me is 
correct, why last Wednesday when I asked the ques­
tion, why did the Minister of Energy and Mines not 
stand up and say that he had complete control of the 
situation? When was the Department of Environment 
contacted, specific date? 

M R. COWAN: Perhaps I can refresh the Member for 
Arthur's acquaintance with the geography of the area. 
Section 5-10- 28, west and south of Virden, is in fact, 

Cromer, Manitoba. He should be aware of that. If he 
wasn't aware of that, I hope he is now aware of that 
and, in fact, I did answer his question. I'm sorry I put it 
in technical terms which he had difficulty understand­
ing, but I will try to be more accomodating in the 
future and perhaps provide a map or two if that's what 
he needs. 
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I did make a sincere request for his suggestions and 
his input, and I had hoped that we would have 
received a positive response. I had not expected it, but 
I certainly had hoped it. Us not having received that 

positive response, I will once again put the request to 
him for his suggestions and his input. 

In reference to the specific question as to the date, 
it's my understanding that the Petroleum Branch, 
which is the department that must be notified in this 
instance, was notified within 26.5 hours of the spill 
o'ccurring or at least of the spill coming to the knowl­
edge of anyone who would make such a report; that 
the Department of the Environment was notified at 
that time as well, and that the legal requirement for 
notification is 24 hours, so I would only suggest that 
they were 2.5 hours over the legal requirement in 
respect to the notification period. When we were noti­
fied, we immediately worked our response into the 
system which was put in place under his administra­
tion and which we are now reviewing because we 
want to determine whether or not it is fulfilling its 
purpose. We have done so in good faith, but we are 
prepared to look at the situation to ensure that not 
only are we responding in good faith, but that we are 
responding with the proper techniques to ensure that 
these types of spills do not unduly impact upon the 
environment in a negative way. 

M R .  DOWNEY:  Mr. Speaker, I would like to again 
direct to the Minister specifically when his depart­
ment was contacted. He's determined to read the 
rules and regulations when a spill should be told to 
the province. People have only got some legal time in 
which they can tell the government when, in fact, 
there's a spill taking place. Is that what he is 
confirming? 

The other point, maybe the Minister could confirm, 
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in fact, that meet ing did take place on Good F riday 
and that was the first contact that the farmer who had 
phoned in  to the Environmental Branch had heard 
anything  from the govern ment, either branches of the 
Department of Energy and Mines, M r. Speaker. 

As wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, can the Min ister of Environ­
ment not confirm the fact that his department d id not 
at a l l ,  at any time, get back to that farmer who put in 
his complaint about a crude oi l  and salt water sp i l l  in 
the Cromer district of southwest Manitoba? 

MR. COWAN: In reference to the specific questions 
which were add ressed to the M i n ister responsible for 
the Environ mental Management Division, I wi l l  pro­
vide the Member for Arthur  with the facts which he 
seems to have a dearth of at the time in respect to the 
spi l l  and in  respect to the response by the Environ­
mental Management Division, I wil l  get that informa­
tion for him and I th ink  the M i n ister Responsible for 
Energy and M i nes who, in fact, is the lead M i n ister in 
respect to spi l ls  of this natu re, as determi ned by the 
previous ad ministration and formal ized on J u ne 5, 
1 981 , to provide more detai l  as to his department's 
role. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Energy 
and M i nes. 

MR. PARASIUK: Mr. Speaker, when the member 
raised these questions last Wednesday I wasn't here. 
Otherwise -( I nterjection ) - I th ink  the record wil l  
show that I wasn't here on Wednesday, Mr .  Speaker, 
but maybe we coul d  have someone read that to the 
Honourable Member for Virden because he has a 
tough t ime comprehending anything through a thick 
skul l .  

Now I th ink  the point  at  issue here, M r. Speaker, is  
that the member has made some accusations. On 
Saturday of March 27th ,  a sp i l l  was reported by the 
landowner to the operating company; on Sunday,  
March 28th, the company notified the District Petro­
leum Engineer on the 28th; on March 29th, the lan­
downer contacted the Virden Petroleu m  Branch to 
see if the sp i l l  had been reported by the company; the 
Petroleum Branch I nspector visited the spil l  site and 
confirmed that clean-up operations were being prop­
erly carried out. On March 30th ,  1 982, a landowner on 
the adjoin ing south half-section of land cal led the 
Petroleum Branch Office, concerned about possible 
contamination of his wel l  water. The petroleum branch 
inspectors met with the well owner and took him to 
the sp i l l  site; it was sampled,  Mr. Speaker, at that t ime 
and my understanding was that  that  was done to the 
satisfaction of the people concerned. 

On M arch 3 1 st. the spil l site and clean-up opera­
tions were again inspected by the Petroleum Branch 
Engi neer as they were on April 1 st ,  April 2nd, 3rd, 4th 
and 5th. My Staff have been worki ng there on Friday, 
on Sat u rday; they possi bly weren't there yesterday 
but I know they have been there today, Mr. Speaker. 
The staff have been in  touch and I th ink it is some­
ti mes tragic that we wi l l  have a mem ber try and get up 
and point accusations about the d i l igence of com pe­
tent, dedicated staff who are trying to carry out their 
task in  a good comprehensive man ner. They are 
doing that task throughout the weekend; they d idn't 

take t ime off. Today is a hol iday for civi l  servants but 
they are out there, Mr.  Speaker, deal ing with th is job 
because it is a critical matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Arthur. 

MR.  DOWNEY: M r. Speaker, seeing as the M i nister of 
Environment is abrogating his responsibi l ity and the 
M inister of M ines and Energy feels that he has a 
responsibi l ity for the environment at this particular  
t ime,  could he confirm that the d rai nage, or  the ru noff 
from that part icular  saltwater and crude oil sp i l l  at 
Cromer, M anitoba,  wi l l  eventual ly run through the 
ru nways, waterways and ditches into the Pi pestone 
C reek where a lot of people get their waters for their 
l ivestock and domestic use as well as drain on into the 
Oak Lake where people have cottages, a resort area, 
as well as a lot of fish, eventual ly drain i ng into the 
Sou ris River which,  in  fact, has a larger effect? 

I f  they, Mr. Speaker, would pay more attention to 
the people of Manitoba instead of trying to get politi­
cal or make political marks on the Garrison and pay 
attention to the environmental effects of happenings 
in  this province, instead of run ning around playing 
cheap politics, can he confirm that the runoff of that 
water does end up in  the Pi pestone Creek and the Oak 
Lake and those, as well as the constituent are affected 
by a l l  Manitobans, j ust not the people, whether they 
be in the A rt h u r  const i tuency or in the V i rden 
constituency? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Energy 
and M i nes. 

MR.  PARASIUK: M r. Speaker, it certain ly isn't the 
intention of the Government of Man itoba to p lay 
cheap polit ics with this issue, u n l ike the Member  for 
Virden, who has been making a n u m ber of exagger­
ated statements in  a rather frantic manner to cover u p  
t h e  fact that h e  real ly  hasn't been doing m u c h  for that 
constituency for a period of time. 
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T h e  truth o f  t h e  matter, i s  that on March 30th ,  1 982 
- and I don't know if the Mem ber for V i rden real ly  
wants to hear the facts because he wouldn't  want to 
be confused by the facts -( I nterject ion)- or Arthur .  
I ' m  sorry. I apolog ize to the Mem ber for  V i rden.  He,  in  
fact, has  been showing some leadership in  th is 
respect, un l ike the Member for Arthur .  

I would l ike to confirm that on March 30th ,  1 982, 
that when the petroleum branch inspectors met, that 
there was a d rainage culvert u nder a leased road 
between the sp i l l  site and the water well was frozen ; 
under the inspector's d i rection that cu lvert was also 
blocked off; the runoff has basical ly  occu rred i nto a 
slough; there has been some difficu lty in terms of the 
actual suction of a l l  the water because we've had 
abnormal ly cold weather and the water's been frozen. 
We hope that the water can, in  fact, be sucked off 
within three days. 

At that time there will be soil  samples taken, M r. 
Speaker. Staff are on top of the matter; they are trying 
to pursue it with the best d i l igence that they can. I f  in 
fact the weather stays warm for three days I expect 
that the water can be sucked off and that the test can 
be made on the soi l .  That is being done right now. 
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MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, the Minister is not aware 
of the fact that on the weekend in the southwest 
corner of the province, spring arrived and the water 
was running in all directions and I would think proba­
bly - and he can confirm this - that it isn't possible 
for that water to run over top of the road and into the 
water system, even though he did block the culvert or 
a culvert was frozen. Mr. Speaker, he could check that 
out because I think it's fairly important with the 
waterway. 

Question No. 2, Mr. Speaker, is the Minister going 
to compensate the landowners for a loss, or is there 
compensation available for the landowners and the 
people who are affected with this saltwater and crude 
oil spill in the southwest? 

MR. PARASI UK: Mr. Speaker, I welcome the sugges­
tion which was the first intelligent one we've heard 
from the Member for Arthur on this matter. I'll cer­
tainly look into that to see if there has been any runoff, 
even though staff have assured me that there hasn't 
been that type of runoff. But I will double check, given 
the first part of the question. 

With respect to the second part of the question, I'll 
have to look into what the Conservative Government 
had put in place over the course of the last four years 
to determine whether they had put in a program for 
compensation. If they have, certainly we would try 
and make that program applicable to the people. If 
they haven't, Mr. Speaker, if we've had another case of 
four years of Conservative neglect, we'll take a look at 
the matter. I can't make a policy statement at this 
particular time but we certainly will investigate the 
matter to see if, in fact, all parties' interests can be 
satisfied. 

MR. SPE A K E R :  The Honourable Member for 
Pembina. 

MR. DONALD O R CHARD (Pembina): Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. My question is for the Minister of Eco­
nomic Development. 

In view of the election promise made by the N.D. 
Party of emergency interest rate relief for the small 
business community of Manitoba, and in view of the 
fact that the Minister confirmed on Thursday of last 
week that three or four applicants had qualified, could 
the Minister indicate how many of the 750 applicants 
under this promised Interest Rate Relief Program, 
have been rejected and turned down for assistance? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Eco­
nomic Development 

HON. M U R I E L  S MITH (Osborne): Mr. Speaker, I will 
take that question under advisement but I would sug­
gest to the member opposite, that if he understands 
the process that any government program goes 
through, there has to be an initial advertising of the 
program; there has to be time for people to inquire 
and find out whether they do, in fact, qualify. There 
has to be time for them to fill out applications, for 
those to be processed and for judgments to be made. 

There is also, I would remind the member opposite, 
an appeal procedure if people feel they have been 
turned down unjustly. We have also given our corn-
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mitment, Mr. Speaker, t o  reviewing the program a s  it 
moves along and if the criteria need adjustment, they 
will be adjusted. But I submit that it is too early to 
make that sort of determination. 

M R .  O RCHAR D: Mr. Speaker, I might, in view of the 
fact, remind the Minister that this Emergency Interest 
Rate Relief Program was promised in the last election; 
and in view of the fact that the First Minister promised 
a special session of the Legislature in December to 
deal with emergency interest rate relief for the small 
business community, for homeowners and for farmers; 
and in view of the fact that we now have the Minister of 
Economic Development saying that all of these things 

take time, will the Minister of Economic Development 
care to share with the House just when the election 
promise - and I will quote - made by Howard Paw­
ley: "That we can provide interest rate relief and an 
economic climate to ensure that small business stays 
in business." In view of that election promise and the 
obvious inactivity of this government, could the Min­
ister of Economic Development, in view of the fact 
that there are record bankruptcies in this province, 
explain when they intend to carry out the election 
promise guaranteed by Howard Pawley in the last 
election? 

M RS. SMITH: Mr. Speaker, I did outline on Thursday 
that there's never been any promise or commitment 
on this part to bring about miracle cures. 

What we have committed ourselves to do is to deal 
with the problems that a straight marketplace econ­
omy produces by gradually putting into position 
those programs that are within the capacity of a pro­
vincial government to launch. I outlined the emer­
gency programs, the immediate moves that have been 
taken by this government and the longer term pro­
grams which are under review. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit that this is a balanced 
approach to improving the economic climate and that 
there are no quick and easy solutions. But to take the 
first step and to listen to the needs of the people, to 
balance the needs and the benefits is the proper and 
responsible way to go. 

M R .  SPEAKER: Order please. The time for oral ques­
tions having expired. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

M R. SPEAKER:  The Honourable Government House 
Leader. 

M R .  PENNER:  Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Minister of Finance that Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
Chair and that the House resolve itself into Commit­
tees to consider of the Supply to be granted to Her 
Majesty. 

The Honourable Minister of Energy and Mines. 

M R .  PARASI U K: Yes, I've just checked through 
Hansard. I was in fact here on Wednesday when the 
question was made and I give an apology to the 
Member for Arthur. I was not here on Tuesday but I 
was here on Wednesday when the matter was raised. I 
did have my staff look into it, that's why I had the 
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material; Mr. Speaker, but I did say that I was not here 
on Wednesday, I was wrong and I do apologize to the 
member. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Arthur. 

bR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, I'm pleased that the Min­
ister did stand and clarify the issue. I would hope that 
the answers he's given us today are not unlike the 
response he gave whether in fact he was in the House 
last Wednesday. 

MOTION presented and carried and the House 
resolved itself into a Committee to consider of the 
Supply to be granted to Her Ma jesty with the Honour­
able Member for Flin Flon in the Chair for the Depart­
ment of Agriculture and the Honourable Member for 
the Pas in the Chair for the Department of Highways 
and Transportation. 

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY-HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

MR. C!iAIRMAN, Harry M. Harapiak (The Pas): We 
will c all the meeting to order. We are on No. 8. of 
Highways and Transportation. 8.(a) Aids to Cities, 
Towns and Villages-pass; 8.(b) Winter Roads. 

The Member for Pembina. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, could the Minister 
indicate - I'll make the split - there's the old Me-Ke­
Si contract on Winter Roads, east of Lake Winnipeg. 

The Winter Roads were basically split into east of 
Lake Winnipeg, the old Me-Ke- Si contract - I don't 

know what company name it's going under now - but 
then there were what were generally known as the 
Northern roads that went into God's Lake. 

Could the Minister indicate which Native construc­
tion companies undertook the various segments of 
construction under the Northern Winter Roads, and 
could he also provide a cost-per-mile for both main­
tenance and construction? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister. 

HON. SAMUEL USKIW (Lac du Bonnet): Okay, the 
South Bay to South Indian Lake there was a contrac­
tor by the name of South Indian Lake Development 
and that was 13 kilometres. The contract price was 
$25,877.60; Work Order was $30, 795 and the expendi­
ture was $25,481.00. 

MR. ORCHARD: That was 13 kilometres, Mr. 
Chairman? 

MR. USKIW: Yes. The Oxford House, to kilometre 36 
- whatever that means - the contractor was Gilbert 
North and that was 36 kilometres. The contract price 
was $ 47, 156; the Work Order was $52,000; the actual 
expenditure was $35, 422.00. Now I'm not certain 
whether that's a total cost because that's as of Febru­
ary 28th, 1982; there may be additional billings; I'm 
not certain. 

MR. ORCHARD: I can appreciate there would be 
more. What I'm really interested in is the contract 
price. Am I correct that the Work Order which is 
$52,000-some-odd and the last case reflects depart­

ment expenses in the total cost? So really all I would 
need is the contract price in each case. 

MR. USKIW: Kilometre 36 to fuel tanks at God's Lake 
School, excluding ice �oad access to Gods Lake; con­
tractor with Gods Lake Band, 49 kilometres for 
$68,512.00. 

The next one is ice road on Gods Lake to nursing 
station; contractor was Stringer and Burton Enter­
prises Limited, 6 kilometres, contract price was 
$12,998.00. 

The next one was Cross Lake to kilometre 6 4  on 
road to Oxford House and the contractor was Pi- Mi­
Chi-Ka- Mac Development C'orporation, 6 4  miles, for 
$78,000.00. 

The next contract was kilometre 6 4  to Hayes River 
Crossing, the same contractor, 91 kilometres for 
$110,696.00. 

The next one was the Hayes River Crossing to the 
junction of the Oxford House to Gods Lake Narrows 
winter road and that was done by the Oxford House 
Band, 50 kilometres for $62,333.00. 

The next one was the ioad from Split Lake to York 
Landing-llford, the contractor was Gold Trail Hotel 
and that was for 6 4  kilometres, the contract price was 
$8 4,276.00. 

So you had a total of 373 kilometres on all of those 
contracts. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, this reflects both the 
construction costs and the maintenance costs? 

MR. USKIW: Yes. 

MR. ORCHARD: What was the contract for the east 
side of Lake Winnipeg, the contract value and also the 
number of kilometres involved? 

MR. USKIW: I presume the member is talking about 
the Norwin contract. 

MR. ORCHARD: That replaced the Me-Ke- Si one? 

MR. USKIW: Yes. That one is from Hole River to Red 
Sucker Lake, the contractor was Norwin Construc­
tion, the contract price was $1.3 million and the 
kilometres in total were 8 46. 
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MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman. were the - i t  was a 
good winter this year naturally for constructing winter 
roads, but in general - were the contractors' perfor­
mance acceptable as far as the department was 
concerned? 

MR. USKIW: Outside for a short period of rough 
roads in the area. we were relatively satisfied with 
their work. It appears that we may not spend the total 
value of that contract - I'm not certain just how much 
of it we will not spend - but it looks like it'll be 
somewhat under that $1.3 million. 

MR. ORCHARD: That's good news. That's because 
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of the rather constant cold temperatures so that they 
didn't have some re-building and some tough con­
struction times? 

M R. USKIW: Well, it apparently eludes to that, in that 
there is less maintenance involved when you have 
consistency in weather patterns and so on. 

M R. ORCHARD:  The Norwin contract, I assume, was 
shared with the Federal Government once again? 

M R. U SKIW: Yes, that's correct. 

MR.  USKIW:  If the contract price is less, is the federal 
sharing less than the $800,000 indicated? 

M R. USKIW: I would assume that is the case. It's a 
50-50 agreement so, to the extent that we don't spend 
the appropriation, I would imagine that we would only 
get our 50 percent of whatever we do spend. 

M R. ORCHARD: I assume there is no federal sharing 
on the eight contracts in the northern portion of the 
winter roads, there's no sharing with the federal gov­
ernment on those? 

MR. USKIW: That is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. O R CHARD: Mr. Chairman, I wrestled with the 
same thing that the present Minister is wrestling with, 
and that being by the quick calculation of approxi­
mate values of construction and maintenance that 
where we deal, as a province directly, with the Bands 
and provide 100 percent of the dollars, that we, in fact, 
arrive at a price and, if my memory serves me correct, 
the approximate $ 1,300 per kilometre. Yes, it's on a 
kilometre basis, my last figures were on a per mile 
basis. But, at any rate, there's approximately, for 
rough figuring, $ 1,300 per kilometre in the contracts 
in which we deal directly with the Bands, with no 
Federal Government participation. The price goes up 
to $ 1,800, roughly, or almost for all intents and pur­
poses, almost 50 percent higher where we have Fed­
eral Government participation. It always seemed to 
me that it was an ideal negotiating tool for Norwin that 
they use the 50 percent dollars, which would not be 
there if we contracted that at 100 percent our money 
and tried to get the same price per mile, because the 
train is essentially the same. 

Does the Minister have any fresh ideas as to how he 
might try to resolve that discrepancy because the 
same work is being performed? One group of Native 
contractors are receiving $ 1,300 per kilometre, in 
rough figures, whereas those who are blessed with 
Federal Government participation are able to glean 

about 50 percent more per mile because of that Fed­
eral Government participation. It's a situation that I 
was not pleased with and, quite frankly, had some 
options, but we didn't have the opportunity to pursue 
them and I am just wondering if this Minister might 
have some options that he would . . .  

MR.  USKIW: The options were not there, at least in 
the time frame that we had to deal with the question in 
the last fiscal year. The contracts should have been 
let, indeed, before we were sworn in as a government. 

They were not let and probably for good reason, I'm 
not making a point of that, but it didn't give us very 
much time to process any kind of negotiations or any 
new negotiations. We had to really get on with it to get 
the roads built before the winter passed us by and so I 
have to say that it wasn't the most ideal set of circum­
stances from which to try to bargain, either with the 
Band or with the Department of Indian Affairs. 

What comes to mind, though, is the fact that we 
were dealing with, I guess one would describe it, as a 
monopoly situation on the whole set of negotiations, 
in that we were dealing only with one group that were 
making proposals to us as to what the cost should be; 
and we were dealing with the constraint that the Gov­
ernment of Canada would only fund 50 percent of the 
road if we were dealing with that group. So, in 
essence, it certainly removed any bargaining power 
that we had away from us if we were going to look at 
federal participation as a means. 

What comes to mind, of course, is that I suppose 
over time it's possible to think in terms of competitive 
bidding even on northern winter roads and if that were 
the case then of course a lot of these problems would 
disappear, and that may happen. In our discussions 
with Indian Affairs they indicated that if there was 
competitive bidding then they would not insist on any 
particular company receiving the contract in exchange 
for federal dollars. So that may evolve on its own and 
it's a possibility, especially in the northeastern part of 
the province. 

MR. O RCHARD: Mr. Chairman, it would appear as if 
the Minister is already one, should I say, one conces­
sion down the road from the Federal Government 
than when I last spoke to them about if it were thrown 
open to competitive bidding that they would not 
automatically withdraw their 50 percent participation, 
and I think that's a pretty ma jor concession, I would 
think on their part. Could the Minister indicate whether 
there was any reduction in the contract price or was 
that as they proposed? 
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MR.  USKIW: First o f  all, I would want t o  correct an 
assumption on the part of the Member for Pembina, 
and that is that it was not anywhere suggested that 
there would be open bidding in the future, considera­
tion towards open bidding in the general sense. What 
was talked about was whether or not there would be 
competitive bidding within the Native community 
setup. In other words, if another group of Native 
communities, either one or a number, were able to 
assemble together in the formation of a company that 
would put in a competitive bid, then that whoever got 
the bid would still qualify for federal dollars, being 
that they are both Native communities. I don't believe 
that is the case if you throw it wide open to the market, 
so to speak. 

The other question, yes, the answer is that the $ 1.3 
million is basically what was proposed by the Norwin 
group. 

M R .  ORCHARD: Well, in the height of election fever 
the Minister alluded to the fact that that contract 
should have been signed is quite right, it should have 
been signed about the first part of November. I will 
accept full responsibility for not signing that, I wasn't 
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in my of fice a gr eat number of days during that period 
of time . but the one .d efini te intention I had prio r to 
signing that was to duplicate the kind of negotiations 
we had with the Me - Ke -Si , even though it was a new 
company in the name of Norwin , negotiate the same 
kind of reduction on the contract price. I believe , I'm 
not certain as to whether that message was left for the 
Minister when the orderly transfer took place or not , 

but that w as the ma jor reason why I was not prepared 
to sign the contract as laid out. I think in the previous 
year Me -Ke -Si had come in with a substantial increase 
and we did not comply with that increase a year -and­
a -half a go ,  and we succeeded in getting the contract 
price to be closer to that per mile that was negotiated 
with the other communities in which the Provincial 
Government paid 100 percent of the funding , so that 
I'm sorry that the Minister didn't have an opportunity 

to pursue that becaus e he mig ht have been able to 
lower the contract price. However. it looks as if the 
weather is going to save us money , so it might have 
worked out to be the same thing anyway. 

The other question I would have , has the Minister 
himself - if my memory serves me correct - had a 
small delay thrown into the signing of the contract 
and that he was dealing with a Band in Brokenhead , I 
belie ve ,  the Brokenhead Band? The Minister shakes 
his head - one other Band , I'm not sure which one. 
Could the Minister indicate the nature of the discus­
sions there? 

MR. USKIW: Well ,  essentially , Mr. Chairman , we're 
dealing with the submissions by members , commun­
ity members , or citizens of the Fort Alex Reserve , not 
necessarily the Band. The Band had no direct invol ­
vement as a Band other than to facilitate th e negotia­
tions or the meeting that took place. It was really a 
question of meeting with a number of independent 
contractors who happened to be members of the Fort 
Alexander Reserve who have equipment of t heir own 
and who are interested in doing part of the winter 
roads on the - well , for lack of a better term I guess -
the Norwin Road pro ject if you like. 

The hold up there was an effort on , quite frankly , my 
own part , to try and work in the Fort Alex independent 
contractors into work on the Norwin contract in a 
formal way , and the time was running out on us and 
that's really why that particular idea had to be set 
aside. I still think it made a lot of sense because many 
of those people were traditionally involved in the old 
Me -Ke -Si Company , which originally got into the 
building of winter roads as a Native group being out­
side of the Norwin group of reservations , and found 
themselves , although historically having developed 
the capability to build winter roads , now on the out­
side , not knowing whether they would have any role 
to play , notwithstanding that they had made substan­
tial investments in equipment and so on. So it was 
really the department , and I certainly was interested 
in trying to facilitate some agreement that would 
involve the use of Fort Alex Reserve contractors , even 
though the contract might go the Norwin route. 

I believe some of that took place , but we could not 
get that into a legal commitment. That was really 
where the holdup was. The Federal Government was 
not pre pared to , at that stage of the game at least , 
waive any of its conditions , or at least they were insist -

ing that their dollars had to go to the Norwin group 
and whatever happ ene d from there was up t o  Norwin. 
We then got at least a verbal commitment that there 
would be an attempt to use as much of the Fort Alex 
capacity as they could or as was reasonable , whatever 
and they did , subsequently. Now , it probably was not 
adequate , in terms of volume of work , to accommo­
date all of the contractors on a full -time basis , if you 
like , for the per io d. But , I know that they did partici­
pate in the building of winter roads through the Nor­
win group. I don't know what will happen in the next 
year and that's where the question did come up. If the 
Fort Alex group were able to submit a price on the 
whole road , in competition with Norwin then , accord­
ing to the people in Indian Affairs , they would then 
have to award their dollars to whoever got the con­
tr act sort of thing. Again , I would have to say that we 
were dealing with very criti cal days at that time and we 
really were not able to bring together all of the areas of 
concern and all of the groups involved into a meeting 
within the time frame that we had and so we proceed 
with the Norwin contract. 

MR. ORCHARD: Did the Fort Alex Band members 
have sufficient equipment capacity to undertake the 
entire contract? 

MR. USKIW: Well , I would rather doubt that because 
they did suggest that they could handle a portion of 
the road ; about half , about 400 kilometres , as I recall 
it , I may be wrong. Yes , I think it was 400 kilometres 
and so we were really not in a position to break it down 
to components because of the condition placed upon 
us by the Department of Indian Affairs. 

MR. ORCHARD: Well , did the Norwin group , I under­
stand the Minister to indicate that the Norwin group 
did in fact use some of the capacity that the Fort Alex 
Band had , so is it a fair assumption that the Norwin 
group , by themselves , di d not have the equipment 
capacity to undertake the entire contract either? 

MR. USKIW: Well , that's the whole nub of it. They 
admitted that they would not have sufficient equip­
ment to undertake the whole project and they would 
be , in effect , leaning on the Fort Alex contractors to an 
extent to do a part of the road for them. That was 
implied in the discussions although they didn't con­
tain themselves with t hat one group only , but they 
allude d to the probability of that group being the ones 
to sort of fill in the gap , so to speak , which I gather 
took place. It's not the best arrangement obviously 
and certainly I wasn't happy with it. 

MR. ORCHARD: Well , the Fort Alex Band proposal 
was a new one , that wasn't one that I was aware of 
during the time that I was involved with the contract. If 
there's going to be the competitive bidding one would 
foresee both those groups independently achieving 
the capacity , the machinery capacity , to undertake 
that full contract. For that to happen I would suspect 
that the Federal Government would probably be pr o­
viding some dollars to purchase additional equipment 
for each group and that may , or may not , have its 
merits. I guess the ma jor thing that had occurred to 
me , while I was sitting on the outside looking in after 
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the 17 th ,  on the contract was that all of a sudden the 
Fort Alex Band , or members of the Fort Alex Band , 

had made a proposal that the M in ister was ser iously 
cons ider ing and if I'm not m istaken , that Band is par t 
of the M in ister's const ituency and that al ways ra ises 
the spector tha t one was try ing to make sure that h is 
o wn cons t ituents had a p iece of the act ion and m ight 
have been , by that des ire , maybe jeopard iz ing a con­
tract. But I see the M in ister is ind icat ing that it was not 
the case; that is wasn't the fact that the Fort Alexander 
Band just happened to be res iden ts of h is 
cons tituency. 

MR. USKIW: Well , Mr. Cha irman , I don't m ind say ing 
that I would be terr ibly upset if it d idn't include 
members of the Fort Alexander Reserve because they 
are my const ituen ts. I have no apolog ies to make for 
that. That is the pol it ical process so le t's not shy a way 
from it , but that wasn't the pr ime mot ivater. 

I th ink the pr ime mot ivater had to be the fact that the 
Fort Alex con trac tors were in fact , p ioneers so to 

speak in the area of w inter roads. Before the Nor w in 
group was assembled they were very much involved 
w ith the Me-Ke- S i  Company pr ior to that t ime. So , to 
all of a sudden remove them from any role at all , I 
thought was some what arb itrary and unfa ir. Whatever 
took place and whose fault it is I have no way of 
kno w ing except ing that there was some lack of 
agreement as be tween the Nat ive commun it ies , that's 
what it sums up at. 

But I don't accept that that's a real ist ic approach. I 
bel ieve that because Fort Alexander was h istor ically 
in the forefront of the w inter roads programm ing that 
they ought to have been susta ined as members of the 
Norw in group , to say the least; and if not that then 

they should have had part of the pro ject for the 
members of that Band , jus t to be fa ir if no th ing else. 

MR. ORCHARD: I th ink the M in ister probably h it the 
na il on the head when he ind ica tes that there was 
maybe some Nat ive pol it ics b eh ind the whole th ing 
because there was , I suppose , increas ing concern by 
members of the Bands served by that w in ter road 
system that Me-Ke- S i  was not undertak ing the ir role 
w ith as much benef it to the ind iv idual commun it ies as 
could be and there was gro w ing k inds of d issens ion. 

I th ink there was even some f inanc ial problems that 
had surfaced w ith Me-Ke- S i  and I kno w tha t we were 
involved , I th ink t wo years ago and poss ibly it was 
three w in ters ago I'm not cer ta in ,  but one of the 
Nor the rn Bands was requested to put mach inery out; 
they would not put mach inery out to ass ist in the 
Me-Ke- S i  contract unless the depar tmen t d irectly 
guaranteed those k inds of paymen ts to them because 
- and I don't th ink it's any secre t - they were not 
rely ing on the Me-Ke- S i  group to make the paymen t 
to them. If they had to rely on them they weren' t go ing 
to let the ir mach inery go out and we had to in tervene 
above and beyond the contract to assure that hap­
pened and that caused some problems. I'm pleased to 
hear that the Nor w in group d id manage to undertake 
it w ithout too many snags. 

I th ink , in the shake-out of Nat ive pol it ics that 
maybe the best th ing d id happen. It's a slow process , 
al ways , that evolves in these groups and the proof 
probably is in the pudd ing , tha t the road s went in 

qu ite successfully and the group worked well. 
Mr. Cha irman , unless there are other quest ions 

from my colleagues , the W inter Roads could proceed. 
But I'd l ike to ask the M in is ter if we could d iscuss the 

abandoned r ight-of-ways under th is sec t ion? 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Cha irman , I don't bel ieve that th is 
would be the proper place for that k ind of d iscuss ion. 
We've probably passed it , o ther than the M in ister's 
Salary item. I th ink what we should do is get on w ith 
the Order Paper and then when we get to the M in is­
ter's Salary , they'll have ample oppor tun ity to d iscuss 
the abandoned r igh t-of- ways. 

MR. ORCHARD: I would take it then , at the M in ister's 
Salary , the M in ister would be open to ans wer ques­
t ions on the r ight-of- way quest ion? 

MR. USKIW: I have no problem , Mr. Cha irman. It can 
be a full-rang ing deba te. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: 8.(b) W inter Roads-pass ; 8.(c) 
O ther Pro jects-pass. 

The Honourable Member for Pemb ina. 

M R .  ORCHARD: Just two ques t ions on tha t, Mr. 
Cha irman. There is a revolv ing fund for land acqu is i­
tion , gravel explorat ion and also for gravel s tockp il ing? 

MR.  USKIW: Yes , there's an increase in the amount 
for gravel p its by $100,000.00. 

MR. ORCHARD: So that w ill read tha t means gravel 
explorat ion w ill be some $ 200,000.00? 

MR. USKIW: There's no open ledger account though. 
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MR. ORCHARD: Could the M in ister ind ica te then the 
198 2-83 request for gravel explorat ion , gravel stock­
p il ing and acqu is it ion of land in con troll ed areas? 

MR. USKIW: Th is item h ere has to be taken separ­
ately. The gravel p its and search and explorat ion 
amounts to $200,000 ins tead of $100,000, so it's 
$100,000 increase for that componen t. 

MR. ORCHARD: And in the crushed gravel stockp il­
ing and the acqu is it ion of land in controlled areas? 

MR. USKIW: Tha t's st ill $ 400,000, that's a r evolv ing 
plan. The crushed gravel stockp ile is a $ 400,000 
appropr iat ion. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: 8.(d) Canada- Man itoba North ern 
Developmen t Agreemen t-pass ; 8.(e) Less : Recov ­
erable f rom Northern Affa irs-pass. 

Resolut ion No. 87. 
B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  TH A T  there be granted to Her 

Ma jesty a sum , no t exc eed ing $7 , 4 48 , 400 for H igh­
ways and Transportat ion , for Acqu is it ion /Construc ­
t ion of Phys ical Asse ts for the f iscal year end ing the 
31s t day of March , 1983 -pass. 

No. 9. Mo tor Veh icle Branch. 9.(a) Managem en t  
Serv ices : (a)( I) Salar ies. 
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The Member for St. Norbert. 

MR. G.W.J. MERCIER, (Gerry) (St. Norbert): M r. 
Chairman, I asked the M i n ister a couple of questions 
in  the last few weeks in  the House which would I th ink  
come under this general area and perhaps this is just 
as good an area as any to ask the M i n ister, f i rstly, if  he 
can advise me any further to the question that I asked, 
with respect to use of mobi l ity aids by physically han­
dicapped persons and what the plans of h is  depart­
ment are to deal with that question? 

MR. USKIW: M r. Chairman,  I don't k now that I can be 
i n  a very def in i tive position on that as of yet. I haven't 
had an opportun i ty to sit down with the people to 
discuss the pol icy area that he's deal ing with in a way 
that is satisfactory to me. 

The Registrar advises me that the committee that is 
deal ing with i t  wi l l  not be i n  a posit ion to report back 
for at least another three or  four weeks. 

MR. MERCIER: I s  the committee established now 
involvi ng the physical ly  handicapped organization? 

MR. USKIW: Yes. 

MR. MERCIER:  I wonder i f  the M i nister could advise 
who is on the comm ittee? 

MR.  USKIW: I don't have the l ist or the names, Mr.  
Chairman, but there are three people representing the 
association, one from our department,  and one from 
the police department on that Committee. 

MR. MERCIER:  Mr. Chairman,  I assume the Min ister 
realizes the sum mer season is rapid ly approaching 
and I th ink  there are a large n u m ber of handicapped 
persons who are very interested in  using these types 
of vehicles during the summer months. 

The second question I had for the Min ister I raised 
to h i m  again in the House the other day, and it  related 
to a news story with respect to prosecutions agai nst 
hand icapped people for park i ng their  vans, I guess, 
agai nst the flow of traffic, but having to do so because 
they have to get out of the vehicles by the passenger 
door and obviously when they park agai nst a large 
snowbank they can't get out of the passenger door. I 
wonder if the M i n ister could advise whether he is  
reviewing that  situation and is he contem plati ng any 
changes i n  the Legislation? 

MR. USKIW: M r. Chai rman, that again wil l  requ i re 
changes i n  Legislat ion as I ' m  sure the  former 
Attorney-General appreciates, and we have not yet 
had an opportunity to make a proposal on that subject 
to Cabinet and caucus. It's at that stage, so I can't 
real ly be very defi n itive on whether or not we can do 
someth ing th is  cu rrent Session,  although I'm not say­
ing that it can't be done, but I real ly can't say more 
than that at the moment. 

MR. MERCI ER: As of now then, Mr .  Chairman. the 
Min ister doesn't contemplate any Legislation at th is 
Session of the Legislature? 

MR. USKIW: No, I wouldn't want to suggest that, Mr .  

Chairman, but I am i n  a posit ion where it  has n ot been 
caucused and it has not been before Cabi net, so for 
me to g ive a definitive reply would be, to say the least, 
prematu re. 

MR. MERCIER: Has the M inister had any discussions 
with,  perhaps with the Attorney-General, about these 
types of prosecutions at this stage and whether or  not 
perhaps there should be a stay of proceedings on 
these prosecutions? 

MR. USKIW: Mr.  Chairman,  the only thing I can men­
tion there is that I had asked my office staff to pursue it 
with the staff of the Attorney-General's Department to 
see what can be done in the meantime, if  anyth ing ,  
and I don't have any i nformation o n  that at th is  point .  

MR. MERCIER: Thank you. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN: The Member for M i nnedosa. 

MR. DAVID R. BLAKE (Minnedosa): M r. Chairman, 
thank you. I f  it  might  be of some help to the M i n ister I 
have a neighbour that is paraplegic and has a van with 
a hoist i n  it ,  he just parks on the wrong side of the road 
and if  anyone is so incl ined i f  they just look in the van 
they can see there is a hoist there and it's pretty 
obvious what it's for, I'm sure there would be no traffic 
violation problem with the law enforcement officer 
j ust using a l ittle discretion unt i l  something maybe in 
the Legislation is able to be passed. 

Mr. Chairman, I just don't know how I ' m  going to get 
at what I want to quest ion the officials t h rough the 
Min ister on, and it's to do with the test ing .  I k now the 
testing done by the department in  the normal sense of 
the way and I know how that works. They send out 
notices and you bring your car i n  and have it tested on 
the testing faci l i ties. But what I'm concerned with is,  
what happens to the notices that come in on vehic les 
that have been wrecked and then taken as write-offs? 
What precautions are taken in the Motor Vehicle Reg­
istrat ion Branch to make sure that these vehicles do 
not get back on the road agai n?  What testing proce­
dure is there, and what safeguards are there to make 
sure these vehicles don't get back on the road? 

MR. USKIW: Well, M r. Chairman, we really don't have 
a mechanism other than a spot-check mechanism. 
The other answer to it  has to do with the fact t h at we 
may want to review whether we should,  i n  fact ,  pro­
claim legislation that was passed t h rough the House 
th ree or  four years ago that deals with that quest ion,  
but for some reason or  other the outgoing govern­
ment did not see fit to proclaim that section of the Act. 
There must be legit imate reason for that delay and I 
can't indicate at th is  point whether we wi l l  want to 
proclaim that either. 
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MR.  BLAKE: I trust t h e  Mi nister w i l l  look i nto t hat and 
f ind the reasons for not procla iming that legislation; 
either throw the bi l l  out or  proclaim it.  M r. Chairman,  I 
understand that there is a l ist provided to the Vehicle 
Registration Branch by the Manitoba Publ ic I nsu­
rance Corporation on al l  vehic les that have been 
declared u n roadworthy and are taken as wrecks, and 
I 'm wondering what precaution to take to ensure that 
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these vehicles do not get back on the road. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, I'm advised that it 's only 
on request of the Motor Vehicle Branch that such a list 
is compiled and sent over. It is not a standard practice. 

MR. BLAKE: We'll have a chance on Tuesday, I 
guess, to check that out because the Public Insurance 
Corporation will be before the Committee, Mr. 
Chairman. But that was the understanding given to 
me by the Public Insurance Corporation, that a com ­
plete list was provided to Motor Vehicle Registration 
Branch, there was really not a follo w -up done on it to 
ensure that these wrecks were not put back on the 
road. They found they've been paying for a write -off 
one or t wo times; it gets fixed up someho w and gets 
back on the road and gets licensed, and then all of 
sud den it's wrecked again and they're paying for it 
again. There must be some way that this could be 
brought into some type of la w with some teeth in it, 
that these vehicles literally were wrecks and that 
serial number or that registration number was com­
pletely taken off the books and not allo wed to get 
back on again. And I kno w there are various ways of 
dealing; Saskatche wan have had their problems over 
the years, I'm well a ware of with lifted numbers and 
various other things. 

But there must be some way that bet ween M P IC 
write -off procedures and the Motor Vehicle register­
ing procedures that we could work out a safeguard to 
ensure the motoring public of these vehicles getting 
back on the road were not at one time a wreck and 
declared unroad worthy and written off. 

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, one of the assump ­
tions that one must not recognize is that all of the 
written -off vehicles are never to be road worthy again. 
That is an erroneous assumption, because a lot of the 
vehicles that are written off have cosmetic damage 
rather than structural damage. But subsequently the 
buyer restores them completely to a road worthy con­
dition and where there are licensed again and maybe 
written off again if they are involved in an accident. 
So, one can't make the assumption that because there 
is a write -off, that vehicle is not restorable. Where we 
have a vehicle that is damaged and it is concluded that 
it is beyond restoration, there m ay be validity in what 
the member suggests. I don't kno w just what the 
mechanics would have to be . A tie -in bet ween Auto­
pac and the Motor Vehicles Branch could very well be 
the method through which that situation can be dealt 
with -( Inter jection) -in any event, we will be looking 
at that but I can't offer any solutions at the moment . 

MR. BLAKE: Yes, I might not have been clear enough. 
I realize that happens; if there is a write -off and the 

o wner can buy that vehicle back and restore it. But 
that's a very, very simple procedure for the M P IC 
records to indicate to the Vehicle Branch, that vehicle 
is being restored and will be re -registered and re­
licensed, or whatever. So, that doesn't sound like that 
is insurmountable. 

This is an area, Mr. Chairman, that I think there's 
going to have to be more done on it and I think when 
the Public Insurance Corporation appears before the 
Committee on Tuesday I kno w some of the members 

are going to be questioning those officials on what 
happens to the vehicles and if it's going to tie back 
into this particular department, I realize that. So, I'm 
sure there could be something maybe a little more 
satisfactory there. 

I wonder is the Minister satisfied with the financial 
arrangement that was worked out with the Manitoba 
Public Insurance Corporation for the cost-sharing 
arrangements that they have no w for the duplication 
of the various services they perform for each other? 

MR. USKIW: Well, I have really no particular vie w­
point on that, Mr. Chairman. I kno w that was al ways 
an area of some internal controversy and discussion 
for a number of years. I gather that didn't escape the 
last administration either and I note that there is some 
agreement on cost sharing which may or may not be 
accurate ; I am certainly not competent to make that 
judgement. I'm led to believe it's a fair arrangement 
and was the case in the past. 

MR. BLAKE: Mr. Chairman, through the Ministe r, I 
wonder if he would care to have the Director comment 
if it's satisfactory in his vie w? 

MR. USKIW: Well he whispers in my ear that it's bet­
ter than it was. 

MR. BLAKE: That's fine, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Virden. 

MR. HARRY GRAHAM (Virden): Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. Coul d the Minister indicate what the total 
value of driver insurance was that was turned over to 
M P IC last year? Have we those figures? 

MR. USKIW: Those figures are available but we don't 
have them here, Mr. Chairman, and I don't mind sug­
gesting that we can make them available. They're not 
of a confidential nature. 

MR. GRAHAM: Well, if there is a surcharge on a driv­
er's licence, does all of that money accrue to the 
M P IC? 

MR. USKIW: I would assume that's on the penalty 
side, yes. Then the ans wer is yes, it all goes into the 
coffers of the insurance corporation. 

MR. GRAHAM: On a standard driver - what is it, $3 is 
the registration and the remainder is insurance? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, that is correct, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. GRAHAM: And all the rest of it goes to M P IC? 
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MR. USKIW: Everything except the basic fee goes 
into M P IC. The Motor Vehicle Branch retains the $3 
and the balance goes into M P IC. 

MR. GRAHAM: And the cost of the administration of 
that is charged up to your department, rather than to 
M P IC, is that correct? 

MR. USKIW: It's a 55- 45 split on cost sharing. 
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MR. G RAHAM: 55 to the department? 

MR. USKIW: That's correct. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Minnedosa. 

MR. BLAKE: Yes, Mr. Chairman, just a quick question 
t o  the Minister. The old Unsatis fied Judgment Fund, 
what is the amount of money left in that fund or was 
that fund turned over to the Manitoba Public Insu­
rance Corporation? 

MR. USKIW: That's now being administered by the 
Attorney -General's Department, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. BLAKE: Could you give me some idea how much 
m ore y is left in that fund? 

MR. USKIW: The registrar advises me that several 
years ago, when he last saw the figure, that there was 
barely enough in it to satisfy the claims that were still 
outstanding, so there wouldn't be any money there as 
far as he's aware; not surplus money. 

MR. BLAKE: It could be a couple of million dollar 
fund though . . .  

MR. USKIW: Yes. 

MR. BLAKE: We'll get to that under the Attorney­
General's Estimates then I'm sure. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Elmwood. 

MR. RUSSELL DOERN (Elmwood): Mr. Chairman, I 
wanted to ask the Minister a number of questions on 
safety matters such as seat belts and crash helmets 
and so on. I think it's been well -established by a whole 
sco re of organizations on the value of wearing seat 
belts. I'm looking at a list, for example, that was 
passed two years ago, the Winnipeg Council of 
Women, the Anglican Church Diocese, the Manitoba 
Dietetics Association, the Manitoba Association of 
Registered Nurses, Manitoba N O P Status of Women, 
the Manitoba Northwest Ontario Synodical Society 
Presbyterian Church, Manitoba Business and Profes­

sional Women, on and on and on. Also, of course, the 
Manitoba Medical Association which is o ne o f  the 
strongest proponents of mandatory seat belt legisla­
tion. They have argued, for example, that since 1965 
approximately 200 people per year have been killed in 
motor vehicle accidents in Manitoba and that a good 
portion of that amount could have been saved. They 
mention, for example, in a press release from October, 
19 79 that without a seat belt the overall risk of in jury 
from motor vehicle accidents is increased four times; 
and that the risk of serius in jury is 65 percent greater; 
and the risk of death rises by an average of 50 percent. 

So, in view of that and the fact that 80 percent of 
Canadians are now living with compulsory seat belt 
legislation and I, in the past year, visited B.C. and 
Ontario and, of course, people just take buckling up 
as a matter of, I guess, the same thing as getting into 
your car and turning the key, you put on your seat 
belt. Ontario has had this legislation since ' 76; Quebec 
since ' 76 :  Saskatchewan since ' 7 7; 8.C. since ' 7 7 and 
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most other provinces are talking about i t  or  thinking 
about it. I know, for exa mple, when I wrote to New­
foundland and Labrador a year ago they said that they 
had decided "decided " to introduce legislation in the 
upcoming session to make the use of seat belts man­
datory. I also received a telegram from Nova Scotia 
from the Minister sa ying that in '81 that they now had 
legislation in place but it was not proclaimed and that 
they were reviewin g the regulations and so on and so 
on. So, Mr. Chairman, I think it's only a matter of time 
before we have this legislation in Manitoba. It's a case 
of whether we have it this year, next year, the year 
after or whenever. 

I just wanted to ask the Minister two questions. One, 
does he plan to introduce this legislation, or does he 
favour this legislation, or if he doesn't at this time does 
he intend to significantly step up a public relations 
advertising sign campaign to encourage people to 
buckle up? 

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, one of the things 
that we must keep in mind is that we have decided, as 
government, that this is not going to be the year for 
ma jor legislative programming. That being the case, I 
would have to say that there wouldn't be any substan­
tive legislation in this department this year or during 
this session. The year to look for legislative change 
would be the next session; if there's going to be a new 
direction it should show up then. 

Personally my bias is in favour of some sort of 
legislation in a number of areas related to safety. 
Ironically, statistics in Manitoba - if you were to use 

statistics alone - prove the opposite, although I don't 
believe that those statistics in fact are the proof, but 
they indicate that we have a lower death ratio in our 
province than do the provinces that have legislation 
on seat belts, for example. So our cause is not fortified 
by our own statistics here in Manitoba, even though 
my bias is in favour o f  legislation, my personal bias. 

In 19 79, we had 3 2,057 properties damaged; in 
1981-8 2 that dropped to 26 ,691. Although at the same 
time, in 19 79, we had 166 fatalities; we had 191 in 1981. 
In juries, we had 7 ,854 in 19 79,  and in 1981 , we have 
7 ,093. So, you know, I don't know what you can draw 
from statistics of that kind. Our statistics in Manitoba 
don't support the idea that legislation will do the trick, 
although I believe that the statistics are not the real 
measure in any event. There are many circumstances 
that go into statistics. 

MR. DOERN: Well, Mr. Chairman, I want to ask the 
Minister how much money his department is spend­

ing on promoting the use of seat belts? 

MR. USKIW: Outside of the signs that you see on the 
highway and the classroom instruction, driver -training 
handbooks or whatever, and the slides, there is really 
very little done in that area at the present time. 

MR. DOERN: Well, can the Minister ind icate how 
much has been spent in the past or roughly how much 
is being spent? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, I 'm advised that there was a 
federal -provincial program, but that's two years old 
where the feds paid for the television aspect of it and 
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we paid for the rad io program, but that seems to be 
the extent of media use and so on with respect to 
safety. 

MR. DOERN: Mr. Chairman, did I hear a dollar f igure 
there or not? 

MR. USKIW: Some $30,000.00. 

MR. DOERN: . . . that was split? 

M R. USKIW: I 'm not sure if it  was 50-50 - that was 
our share, M r. Chairman,  the 30,000 was M an itoba's 
share and that was for the radio program. 

MR. DOERN: M r. Chairman,  I 'm not f in ished. I would 
s imply say to the M i nister that I t h i n k  this is an area 
that he should seriously look at, and there are some 
excellent ads that are appearing on U.S. televis ion.  I 
guess the way I see them is the way a lot of other 
people see them on cable channels and things l ike 
that. We do have some h i ghway signs,  and I th ink that 
should be s ign ificantly stepped-up. So, I s i mply say to 
the M i n ister, I think that he has a responsi b i l ity for 
safety i n  addition to construct ing h ig hways and doing 
al l  the hundreds and hundreds of th ings that he has as 
h is  responsibi l ity, but I th ink  that safety is one of the 
most i m portant i tems in  h is  program and he's spend­
ing a g reat deal of money, a lmost 200 mi l l ion ,  and part 
of that money, I 'm sure, g oes to constructing roads 
that' l l  be safer for people to access. 

It str ikes me that a budget l i ke that is a very smal l  
budget, and I would u rge him to increase it .  I f  he can't 
do it now because of the shortness of time, I th ink  he 
should address h i mself to that whole question which 
fal ls  under this branch of his department, and see 
what he can do to encourage people to d rive more 
carefully. 

The other question I wanted to ask him is about 
motorcycle hel mets which is apparently looming 
again, and he's going to have the b i kers roari ng up  to 
his office and as al l  h ig hways M i n isters do, at least 
those who th reaten to put in hel mets. And si nce th is  is 
the only province that doesn't have compulsory leg is­
lation - 9 out of 1 0  provi nces do - I'm wondering 
whether the M i n ister is  going to do anything here to 
either introduce legislation, or to spend some money 
to encourage more motorcyclists to wear hel mets 
because quite a few do. I'm just wonderi ng whether 
he's going to do anyth ing to encourage the use or 
require the use of motorcycle hel mets. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman,  this whole area of safety 
is one t h at I have been preoccupied with personal ly 
for some t ime, both in  government before and in 
Opposit ion, so my sym path ies l ie  with the argument 
that there ought  to be more done in  that field. I t  has to 
do with a number of areas including design of struc­
tures and design of roads and so on, engineering 
areas, as well as regulatory areas. 

The statistics that we are aware of would indicate 
that pu bl icity does nothing to reduce the level of acci­
dents. This  is  based on stud ies that have been carried 
out in  various parts of the United States and in  one of 
our  Atlantic provi nces. T he results are negative. So 
publicity doesn't work, is what the analysis is. And if  

you want to come to gri ps with the safety question, 
you have to address the quest ion of whether we 
should l icense people who haven't passed a d river's 
cou rse or  whatever other related cou rses we may 
want to introduce, and whether that should n't be 
properly carried out through the school program at 
the h igh school level on a universal basis so that ,  
g iven a certain year, thenceforth n o  one would be a 
driver on Man itoba highways that is a Manitoba cit i­
zen that hasn't had a d river-education course to qual­
ify for h is  driving priv i leges. That is one route to go, 
and I happen to believe in  that particular route 
personally. 

I believe that it's in  the interest of the individual as 
well as the i n n ocent parties on the other side that 
everyone has had at least the fundamentals of d river 
responsibi l ities and driving itself, taught t h rough 
some publ ic system. Now that doesn't mean we have 
to load the publ ic with an increase in  publ ic spending .  
I t  may s imply mean that we have to charge the fees to 
cover the costs; that if a person wants a l icence then 
the min imum requirements for a l icence would be that 
one has had the education course and has passed the 
course, and maybe a nu m ber of other considerations. 
I th ink  that di rection would do more towards the 
objective of safer d riv ing than regulations, or pu blic­
ity, or advert is ing,  or  whatever we might throw at 
society. Educational courses via the media, yes, that 
may be alr ight,  but just a tradit ional type of advertis­
ing about wearing your seat belt or  weari ng you r 
helmet, I 'm  not sure that it is adequate. 

So, the intersessi onal period is the time to develop a 
pol icy th rust in th is  area and it's real ly  for the next 
Session that we should be prepared to come back 
with an opin ion as to what d i rection we're going on 
the safety questions. For this Session,  I have ruled out 
legislation completely, because that was the decision 
that government took and that was to min imize the  
amount  of  legislation dur ing  th is  Session.  

MR. DOERN: Mr.  Chairman, I know what the Min ister 
is saying.  He's sayi ng that he t h i n ks that the best 
approach is education and i t  sou nded like he meant 
through the schools. 
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MR. USKIW: Followed with regulations. 

MR. DOERN: I think that what you need is an attack 
from a variety of sou rces in a n u m ber of ways.· For  
example, a great deal of  good has been done i n  the 
commun ity by try ing  to encou rage people to keep 
p hysically fit .  The govern ment has spent a great deal 
of money. I mean look at the Member for M i n nedosa 
- he's in magn ificent shape, doesn't smoke and jogs 
a lot - and a lot of money has been spent by g roups, I 
guess a lot of them publ icly funded, to d iscourage 
smoking,  to encou rage people to smoke less, to have 
areas in restaurants and airplanes and this and that to 
al low people who don't want to smoke or inhale 
smoke to sit in  a certain part .  A lot of money was spent 
by the Liquor Commission i n  Manitoba to encourage 
the moderate use of drinking and so on.  

So I 'm s imply saying that I think i t 's important that 
the government have a n u m ber of weapons and I don't 
th ink  even i f  you had compulsory seat belts, even if 
you had compulsory motorcycle hel mets, that's not 
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enoug h, y ou still need educational programs in the 
schools

· 
and you still need education . programs in 

public. So I'm simply saying to the Minister that he has 
his own particular approach and mine may be slightly 
different. But I say to him that I think he needs public 
education in the broadest sense. 

Now I have two other questions I wanted to ask him 
- I don't know whether this is his area of enforcement 
- but it is in fact a law in regard to bicycles that 
cyclist s are not allowed to go on public streets with­
out lights and yet you can go anytime, an yplace, any­
where look at 100 cyclists and if you see 1, 2 or 3 that 
have lights, you 're seeing a lot. I 've gone months 
without seeing any yet there 's hundreds and hundreds 
of bicycles on the streets and this is a real safety 
hazard. It 's a safety hazard to the people on the bikes. 

So I want to say to the Minister when it comes to 
flnforcement, is this his responsibility, or is it the Win­
nipeg Police, or is it the RC M P? 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN, Phil Eyler ( Rossmere): 
Before I recognize the Minister, the Member for Elm­
wood is s peaking to 9.(c), I believe. Before proceed­
ing maybe we should find out if there 's any more 
discussion on 9.(a) and (b). Is it the will of the Com­
mittee then to have a general discussion on (a) 
through (d)? 

Mr. Minister. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, the last question is really 
the Attorney- General's department that is responsi­
ble for the enfo rcement end, it 's certainly not this 
department. We have no direct role to play on 
enforcement. 

MR. DOERN:  So it's in The Highway Traffic Act but 
strictly up to the local policing authoriti es. Okay. 

The final question I wanted to ask you. Mr. Minister, 
th ere's been a lot of pressure la tel y on the p art of 
people who operate motorized wheelchairs to have 
the right to drive these vehicles on public streets and I 
think that is a suicidal suggestion. I have seen some of 
these vehicles on the streets and I think t hey are a 
hazard to themselves and to the drivers. I 'm just 
wondering whether the Minister had any views on this 
particular subject or whether he is being pressured by 
certain groups to make this legal because I think that 
would be a very serious and dangerous action. 

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman. that is of course the 
sub ject matter which the Committee is working on 
and on which we will receive some recommendations 
and until we have that I don't really want to get into the 
debate. 

MR. DOERN: What committee is that? 

MR. USKIW: That is the Committee composed of 
three people from the handicapped association, one 
police person and a person from the department. 

MR. DOERN: I just simply say, Mr. Chairman, to the 
Minis ter that I think the suggestion which comes 

maybe well-intentioned and comes out of sympathy 
on the pa rt of some people. that people who are driv­
ing mot orized or mechanized wheelchairs should 
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have the right to drive up and down the streets, and so 
on. I think this is the sort of suggestion that woul d be a 
complete disast er. 

I think it would be more difficult for motorists to 
operate. I think it would be a hazard to the people in 
those wheelchairs. I think it would result in a number 
of very serious accidents because of the fact that 
people wh o 11 re driving on the streets and on the 
highways are l oo � i llQ for other motor vehicles and 
occasionally pedestri E!ns. When you get different 
types of vehicles operat ing, different h eights and 
sizes with or without lights, I think it's confusing to the 
driver and I think will result in very serious in jury to 
the people who are asking for this. 

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Member for Pembina. 

MR. ORCHARD: Than k you, Mr. Chairman. The whole 
area of safety that the Member for Elmwood has 
broug ht up is a very interesting one and one that I had 
some considerable involvement with for a couple of 
years. The Member for Elmwood proves his ignor­
ance when he says we didn't do anything because 
there is some merit to stat istics and depending on 
what you want to get from the statistics you use the 
statistics and that 's always a problem with any statis­
tical analysis. 

But consistently since 1975 on when seat-belt legis­
lation started to come in, this province was consist­
ently below the neighbouring province which is I sup­
pose most comparable in te rms of driving conditions, 
population, number of vehicles registered, miles of 
highway, terrain conditions and that being the Prov­
ince of Saskat chewan. 

I used to sit back and listen to the great admonitions 
of the former Minister of Highways and Transporta­
tion in Saskatchewan about their seat-belt legislation 
and its program and how wonderful and successful it 
was and it wasn 't wo rth the effort to challenge the 
Minister at any of the conferences he was at because 
it wouldn 't have proved anything, it wouldn 't have 
changed his mind and wouldn't have changed the 
facts. 

The Province of Manitoba has been consistently 
decreasing, I think as a trend line, the number of 
fatalities on our highways, the in juries on our high­
ways and that has been done with no seat-belt legisla­
tion and anybody that comes to the Committee as the 
M ember for Elmwood does and indicates that that 's 

the answer, that 's what we must do, is not really allow­
ing himself to look at the facts of what has actually 
occurred in the Province of Manitoba in comparison 
with our neighbouring jurisdiction of Saskatchewan 
and Ontario. The Member for Elmwood says Ontario 
an d we are below Ontario and we are below B.C. 

The Ministers of those province s all support seat­
belt legislation, but on e of the very ma jor problems 
they run into is after the seat-belt legislation is passed 
there is a flurry of use and then it declines to some­
where less than 40 percent of use. If you're going to 
get the use of seat belts up in the belief that it 's good 
for the general public and the motoring public you 
have to have your police forces practically doing 
nothing but issuing tickets for the non-compliance 
with the legislation. No police force has the time to do 
that nor the desire. 



Monday, 12 April, 1 982 

So even with legislation your use is less than half of 
the motorists and the statistics. for some strange rea­
son, don't bear out that their death rates or i nj u ry rates 
are decl i n i n g  in a faster rat io than what they are in the 
Province of Manitoba. 

So I suggest. Mr. Chairman,  the reason why is, that 
over the past probably 6 to 8 years. maybe even 
longer. the h istory of th is  prov i nce and the Motor 
Vehicle B ranch and the Safety Division of the Motor 
Vehicle B ranch is  one that's very good. They've 
undertaken excel lent programs for safety trai n ing to 
get safety as a reflex response. safe driving attitudes 
and an awareness of the responsibi l ity that one 
assu mes, and the obl igation that one assumes. when 
he starts driv ing a car. We have some of the toughest 
laws in taking errant d rivers off the road ; other provin­
ces aren't qu ite as tough as we are. In some regards 
some of the provinces are tougher. with the dr ink ing 
d river. i n  particular. But I t h i n k  it's a com bi nation of 
programs that we have over the past couple of ad min­
istration in  the province that have led to the fact that 
th is province has a very fair  and pretty enviable safety 
record on the h ighways. 

The latest th ing that we did, and i t  took about a year 
and a half, I suppose. to get i t  in, but I noticed in my 
driver's l icense renewal form that I received this 
month that there is a small  pamphlet in  there which 
indicates some of the diff iculties a d river can get i nto 
if he abuses the d riv ing and d r i n k i ng laws of this 
country ,  which are federal laws. I identif ied a much 
larger problem. in  terms of the safety of the motoring 
public,  not being the absence of compulsory seat-belt 
legislation or the absence of compulsory motorcycle 
hel met legislation; those weren't the major cause of 
accidents of death and injury on our  roads, i t  was the 
dr ink ing d river, has been,  always has been and always 
will be. 

So that's why I sat down with some of my safety 
people and with the Assistant Deputy with the depart­
ment and we decided that we wou ld create a pam­
phlet. I don't k now how well  read it  is,  I happened to 
read it because I had an in terest i n  it ,  but that pam­
phlet poi nted out some of the diff icu lties a driver can 
get into by abusing the alcohol laws that are part of 
this country. I don't support compu lsory legislation i n  
a lot o f  areas b u t  if  t h i s  M i n ister p roceeds t o ,  a s  I t h i n k  
there's a p iece o f  leg islation before t h e  House r ight 
now on d rin k i ng d rivers, I believe - my mind wi l l  be 
refreshed if it's not - but the dr ink ing d river is sti l l  the 
biggest menace on the h i ghways al l  across this 
nation .  and br inging in  seat-belt legis lat ion,  bring ing 
in  motorcycle hel met legislation, is not  going to save 
that person's l ife if  he's i m paired behind the wheel or 
behind the handlebars of a motorcycle. 

I f  you take a look at your death statistics and your 
i nju ry statistics. in  both automobiles and motorcy­
cles. you will find an appa l l ing  nu mber of them are 
alcohol-related. For instance, the last t ime I had an 
opportunity was two sum mers ago when I had the 
complete statistics on motorcycle deaths and in  every 
single one of them that I received the detailed report 
on a motorcycle hel met would not have saved that 
individual ;  but leaving the bar earl ier would have, in a 
n u m ber of cases. -( I nterject ion ) - The Member for 
Elmwood indicates a press release on use of hel mets 
for snowmobi les. There has never been a t ime when I 
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didn't  advocate that they use motorcycle hel mets or  
snowmobile hel mets or buckle up  the i r  seat belts in  
cars, but  that  is an ind ividual's choice and shou ld  be  
an individual's choice as to whether he wants to. 

The point that I 'm s imply making ,  that the Member  
for  El mwood wi l l  never see, is that in  a lo t  of cases 
those deaths on motorcyles would not have been pre­
vented. You're not going to lay a bike down at 65 mi les 
an hour and h i t  your head on a curb and survive it with 
a hel met on .  Nobody's physically capable of with­
standing that and that is how some of the motorcycle 
deaths occurred, and they were alcohol related. So 
that you take a program of compulsion and it doesn't 
do you any good i f  you don't e l imi nate the dr ink ing 
driver on the road. Our  efforts were focusing on the 
dr ink ing d river. We passed legislation I th ink two 
years ago, three years ago maybe, that a second 
offense in one year of a dr ink ing d river left h i m  with an 
automatic 1 4-day stay at Headingley which had a 
deterring affect. We're st i l l  not there in getting dr ink­
ing drivers off  the road but we have been making 
some i mprovement�/ 

I sent out that pamphlet in the d river's l icense rene­
wal forms to remind people of the very seriousness of 
the offense of dr ink ing and driving and some of the 
penalties that  could accrue. 

Mr.  Chairman. there's a couple of points that I 'd l i ke 
to ask the M i n ister about.  At the M i n isters of Trans­
portation and H ighway Safety meet ing about a year 
ago, I bel ieve it was in  Fredericton, I t h i n k  i t  was 
undertaken to do a study on the effectiveness and the 
standards of motorcycle safety helmets. I believe one 
of the committees was to l ook  at that  and I 'd  l i ke to ask 
the M i n ister whether that study has been completed 
and whether there are any concl usions from it? 

Also. secondly,  I was trying to develop a program, 
and it was in conjunction with the Manitoba Safety 
Counci l ,  to take the seat-belt convi ncer - they've got 
a special name for that machine. but at any rate. it's a 
seat-belt convincer - develop a program of student 
employment in  the sum mertime where you'd have a 
group of two or t h ree students that would have this 
seat-belt convincer tour the province and attend 
many of the fairs and summer  funct ions where you 
have a l ot of traffic going t h rough,  and put up  a seat­
belt convincer demonstration where you could get on 
the l i tt le machine and take your ride at five mi les an 
hour and see what the seat belt could do for you.  
Unfortunately, and I admit that was a fault on my part, 
we could n't just qu i te get that program off the g round 
but I th ink  it had a lot  of merits. I t  would probably cost 
about a hundred-and-some thousand dollars. last 
estimate I recal l .  But I th ink  that far exceeds the uti l ity 
of a $30,000 advert is ing program because the M i nis­
ter would g ive the same k ind  of i nformation that I was 
made aware of, that an advert is ing program just 
doesn't seem to increase the rate of use. It seemed to 
me that this seat-belt convincer program, if it could 
have gotten off the g round for the months of, say, late 
June,  July,  August and the first part of September, 
about a three-month program, could provide a lot of 
access to knowledge on the uti l i ty of seat belts.  So, 
with the question of the motorcycle hel mets study 
and the seat belt convi ncer, I ' l l  j ust wait for the M in is­
ter's response. 
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MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, I gather that on the 
hel mets t here seems to be quite an inclina tion ther eto 
re-invent the wheel sort of thing; it 's that kind of 
approach to that study and I just don 't know what the 
end result is going to be. 

On the other one, that has to do, I believe, with the 
A RT AC ar rangement, where they have put in some 
money to study the seat-belt ques tion. 

MR. ORCHARD: But the convincer itself is in the 
province now ? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, that 's right. But, in any event, my 
own opinion on that comes down squarely on the 
theory that the best place to start that kind of an 
educati onal program is in the school system before 
one has a license, or the prerequisite to ha ving a 
license, a nd after that it 's a matter of rules and regula­
tions of the road and I am inclined towards legislation. 
I believe that in the end it 's still beneficial. I gather that 

if we had helmet laws that, at least we calculate, that 
we probably would have reduced our deaths by 20 or 
30 people - no t helmet laws, seat belt laws - from what 
they were in the last year. Now, I suppose you can 
argue that there may have been one or two more 
deaths on the other side of the ledger, bu fthe ratio is 
very much in favor of having the seat belt on, and it 's 
very logical, if you 're into an impact situation, whether 
you hit a brick wall or a cement truck it doesn 't matter. 
If you can be contained within your seating area, as 
opposed to being shot through the windshield of your 
car, the chances of survival are that much greater and 
that 's really what it 's all about. 

So, I would very much tend to lean in favor of legis­
lation, but I wouldn 't want to just legislate ; I would 
want that to be only a component of a program. I 
really beli eve that we have to move into the area of 
teaching the young and that sort of assumes that, as 
the old drop off the young take o ver, and that 's sort of 
the process. Some of us will d rop off sooner than 
others, I suppose, and some don 't want to learn when 
they 're old, there's the other aspect of it, they 're not 
terribly interested. But, certainly, the young people 
can be brought into the driving arena better equipped 
than they a re. I think I have to relate to my own expe­
rience. I don 't belie ve that I was a qualified driver 
wh en I w as issued a licence by the r egistrar. I don 't 
know if it was Peter here, but whoever it was, when I 
originally received mine, I don 't belie ve I was quali­
fied. What qualified me was the fact that I co uld af ford 
to buy the car, you see. I think that 's what has to 
change mo re than anything else. That 's the direction 
that I would hope we will take in the next year. Legisla­
tion should only be supportive to that, and a last resor t 
effort. I 'm suggesting that we probably will have legis­
lation, but that isn 't where I rest the case on safety, not 
with rules, more with education than with the rules. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Harry M. Harapiak (The Pas): The 
Member for Pembina. 

MR. ORCHARD: I 'll have a few questions later on, Mr. 
Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Elmwood. 

MR. DOERN:  Well, Mr. Chairman, I think there would 
be a broad con census for cracking down on the drink­
ing dri ver. I think that if there is legislation to that 
effect, I would hope it 's supported on the Opposition 
side of the House as well. But, you know I have to tell 
the former Minister, the Member for Pembin a, that if 
he thinks that by put ting a pamphlet in a letter to all 
the drivers in Manitoba that pamphlet 's going to be 
read, and kept, an d people are going to memo ri ze it, 
an d read it, and c omprehend it, and then act on that 
basis, I think that is a naive view and a pretty small 
effort. Now, it may be a step i n the right direction. The 
old saying is a journey of a thousand miles begins 
with one step, but that 's only one step; you need the 
other steps to go a thousand miles. 

The Minister says the area that he favours is educat­
ing the young and I can 't disagree with that, but I say 
that again is only one area that should be attacked. I 
think you need a three- or four- or five-pronged 
attack. You may need legislation. You certainly need 
driver education, but you also need a continuing pro­
gram of public relations. I think that the pre vious 
Minister 's record on safety was dismal and when it 
came to seat belts, I think it approached the lunatic 
fringe. I remember very well what the Minister used to 
say, that a person should have the right to basically fly 
out o f  their car ; that it was a democratic right to fly out 
of your vehicle and land on your head, and that he 
didn 't want to take that away from anybody. Then he 
seemed to argue at that time that seat belts caused 
accidents and jeopardized lives. I don 't know whether 
he himself wears a seat belt; I don 't know whether he 
favours the use of seat belts. I happen to wear mine all 
the time, but I don 't know whether when he 's on the 
highway, he has his, or whether he 's cut his out and 
thrown them away. 
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Again, I have to remind him that the statistics - if 
you want to fight a battle of statistics - I have the 
statistics here and I can read you reams and reams 
and reams of statistics. Mr. Chairman, I use just as one 
example, the Canadian Medical Association, the 
General Council has passed a resolution in favour of 
seat belts. The Manitoba Medical Association has 
been con tinually supporting t he use of seat belts, and 
I don 't see how the figures that they have thrown up 

can be just ignored. I give you one and I draw this 
particularly to the attention of the Minister who is 
using some other sta tistic s :  that a Manitoba study 
co vering the period from '69-7 4 showed that unbelted 
drivers involved in serious accidents had a fatality rate 
six times higher than did belted drivers. I think that 
type of a statistic has to be looked at too. The medical 
profession is hot on this issue. They 're joined by 
dozens of organizations representing thousands of 
people. You ha ve compulsory legislation in four prov­
inces covering 80 percent of the Canadian public and 
I don 't think those can be dismissed very lightly. I say 

to the Mini ster as a member of the Legislature, that I 
intend to pursue the point; I intend to pressure him; I 
intend to pressure his department because I think 
they 're not doing enough in safety. I talk historically. I 
don 't think the department is oriented sufficiently in 
this particular ! area. They are when it comes to con­
struction, but I say when it comes to trying to encour­
age people to wear seat belts and crash helmets, etc., 
etc., I think they have not done an adequate job. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The hour is 4 :30 p.m. We'll interrupt 
the proceedings for Private Members' Hour. We'll 
return at 8:00 p.m. this evening. 

We're on Highways and Transportation in the Motor 
Vehicles Branch. We're continuing. We're on 9.(a) (1 ), 
Salaries. 

The Member for Elmwood. 

MR. DOERN: That's all I had for the moment, Mr. 
Chairman. I simply say again, that I think there are 
some areas in which the department could improve its 
record and that's in highway safety programs and 
public education . 

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, just to, hopefully, 
cap the discussion, as it should be capped, I have no 
argument with the ideas that have been put forward. I 
believe and have believed for a long time that we've 
gone away ahead of our own capacity, or at least we 
didn't provide equal capacity in the safety end, to that 
of the development of the motor vehicle and transpor­
tation system. I think one's shot away up ahead and 
the other is left behind. There has to be a sort of 
balancing-off situation brought in. I think we have to 
do that. It's my hope that we will be able to accomplish 
quite a bit in the next twelve months in that regard. 
We're not going to accomplish it, of course, in the 
current fiscal year. There'll be a proposal or proposals 
that will have to be considered for the next fiscal year. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Virden. 

MR. GRAHAM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. While 
we're still on the subject of safety and I also have a 
couple of questions on the next item but I'll . 
When we're on the sub ject of safety, I would like to go 
back to the problem that has existed immediately 
west of the City on Trans Canada Highway from the 
Perimeter to Headingley, where I believe three or four 

years ago the province reduced the speed limit, and at 
the same time as they reduced the speed limit they put 
red flags on the signs. It was the only time in my 
history and recollection that I can recall that happen­
ing. I was wondering if the Minister would have any 
figures - and I know we don't need them right today 
- what the result was, if there was a significant reduc­
tion in accidents on that. It would be interesting to get 
the traffic figures, accident figures, for a five-year 
period before the reduction went on and for a five­
year period or four-year period after that, to see what 
the significance was because it may very well impact 
on decisions that could be made on the future use of 
that particular stretch of road, because I believe to 
twin it would be an exceedingly high cost and it migh t 
just be possible with an effective safety program there 
to probably put another lane on each side at a rather 
minimal cost and maintain a standard of safety that is 
acceptable and still provide for the increase in traffic 
of the future. 

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, I'm inclined to con­
cur with the Member for Virden because we, too, dur­
ing the course of the Estimates review process within 
the department, looked at the dollar figures of the 
alternate route and I very quickly came to the conclu­
sion that we'd better look for another way out on that 
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one if possible, not ruling out entirely the other ques­
tion, setting it aside and attempting to develop a solu­
tion along the lines, in fact, of what the member is 
alluding to here. Can we put in a divided strip that's 
wide enough to shelter a vehicle making a left turn, for 
example, and how much additional right-of-way would 
we need to accomplish that? Tie that in with the 
proper speed limits in the area, I think we might be 
able to get by with a minimum expenditure that will 
carry us forward for quite a number of years. That's 
something we will be looking at fairly soon as an 
alternative. We've set aside for the moment, the idea 
of a new route. 

MR. GRAHAM: In the process, obviously the Minister 
is going to have to look at figures on accident ratio 
and all the rest of it. I would appreciate if those figures 
were made public so that we could all take a look at 
them. 

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, I have no problem 
with that. We're certainly prepared to make them 
available to anyone who wants them. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Kirkfield Park. 

MRS. GERRIE HAMMOND (Kirklield Park): Mr. 
Chairman, my questions are about the driver educa­
tion in the schools. I go along with the Minister; I can't 
think of a better spot to have driver education. I'm just 
wondering, to what extent does the government sub­
sidize the driver education right now? 

MR. USKIW: 55 percent of the costs are paid by the 
public, by the government. 

MRS. HAMMOND: What would the students be pay­
ing then in the schools right now for . . . 

MR. USKIW: They pay a fee of $ 45.00 per course. 

MRS. HAMMOND: Mr. Chairman, is there any plan to 
increase the subsidies for that program? 

MR. USKIW: That's something that we have yet to 
make a decision on, but I gather that we will be 
recommending an improvement there with respect to 
subsidization. 

MRS. HAMMOND: At what age can the students par­
ticipate in the driver-training program? I understand 
that some . 

MR. USKIW: Yes, the rule is 16 excepting for those 
areas that have been designated for an experimental 
program when 15.5 is going to be the rule and that's, I 
believe, that's Dauphin, Selkirk - it 's only Dauphin. 
I t's going to be expanded I'm told, Mr. Chairman. I 
believe that includes Selkirk and a number of other 
communities, Winnipeg and Brandon. 

MRS. HAMMOND: I'm glad to hear that it will be 
expanded to Winnipeg. I think it especially has 
excluded the students whose birthdays fall during the 
summer, and these are the particular ones that are out 
on the road without the driver training. 



Monday, 1 2  April, 1 982 

The qthe r possible thing that could happen , is it 
possible that it coul d be a credit course at school? 
One of the things that the kids take when they take 
their driver training , they take - what is it , 27 hours of 
theory? - and then they take their driving. Very often, 
i t  is nights and possibly Saturdays and with m ore and 
m ore of the students - as they always had - work­
ing , it's sometimes hard for these students to fit it in 
and is this possible. to have something . . .  I can't 
think of anything more important , because every stu­
dent practically , ends up driving and what better 
place to have it, is right in the schools; even if they 
don't ever get their licence right at that point or at that 
particular stage , if they don't have a car at ho me which 
seems highly unlikely today , but at least they have the 
basics and they know what it's all about. 

MR. USKIW: Well, I know the concern that you're 
expressing bec ause it's certainl y one that I have had 
for a long, long time. I believe we have to work ou t an 
arrangement with the school divisions to come u p  
with a formula that works to the advantage of the 
student and , indeed , the school system. I don't want 
to be in a position of sort of imposing our system on 
t he school system. I think we have to work out that 
arrangement. I believe in the high school system , the 
system is flexible en ough to provid e fo r normal time , if 
you like, for those training programs. It's a matt er of 
ad justing within one's own sch edule. I believe there 
are enough spares and things of that nature that could 
be used if that was at least an option open to the 
student. I don' t think you can force them t o  use it 
because they may have oth er prioriti es. They may 
want to dou ble up on their mathematics or something , 
if they're having trouble with mathematics, but at least 
it's an option for consideration. in my opinion , that we 
should m ake it possible for tha t option to be exercised. 

I've always sort of had the viewpoint that when a 
y ou ngster received his or h er lic ence for the first time , 
that if t he parents, guardians or whoever , or the sys­
tem doesn't equip them well enough for the road , then 
quite often what follows behind the car or the first car, 
is the casket.' I've said that in those very blunt terms to 
my own chil dren who went through tha t system and , 
indeed , one who is now at that stage. You know , here 
are the car keys, but I can 't afford the casket so you'd 
better polish up. Really , it comes down to that in many 
instan ces. Let's say I don't want this. 

MRS. HAMMOND: Well , I would hope certainly that 
the government will be taking a really good look at 
that , and that something could be brought in for next 
year because we really can't afford to lose any more of 
our young people on the highways, and the city 
streets are just treacherous. They think their reac­
tions are just so super that they can overcome any­
thing , and a car often is a lot slower than their reac­
tions. I would hope that the Minister would pursue 
that. 

MR. USKIW: Well, you know , there's a whole bag of 
tricks involved. We're just talking about youngsters, 
maybe some that aren't so young but want to be 
young, using their stereos and earphones and every­
thing else while they're d riving. That's something we 
have to deal with. Maybe we ought to have some rules 

with respect to manufacturing of components. You 
know , how high should you crank up the volume in 
your stereo system in the car? Mayb e it should be 
controlled by a manufacturing regulation, rath er than 
the discretion of the driver. There's all sorts of thi ngs. 

You know , I followed my own son for four city 
blocks applyi ng the horn as hard as I could , a nd I 
couldn't get his a ttention until he got to a stop sign. He 
just didn't hea r i t. bu t he had his stereo on about as far 
as it coul d go. That's the kind of phenomena we're 
into and , unfortunately , it's taking young lives. We c an 
laugh about it or kid about it , but it's a very ser ious 
problem. The kids are all tuned to a stereo, to the 
cassettes, and somehow we've got to get their atten­
t ion back to where it's suppose to be when they're 
driving a car. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Virden. 

MR. GRAHAM: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. Following 
on the same theme on driver education , I believe the 
Minister is in receipt of some correspondence from a 
school district in my area , where there appears to be a 
reluctance on the part of industry which has tradi­
tionally provid ed cars to the school division for their 
driver education. 

Now maybe the cost of cars is going up , maybe 
business is not quite as good as it was in the past and 
industry now is backing up and taking a second look 
at their contribution so maybe we are placing undue 
hardship on individual dealers who have tried to fulfill 
their social commitments to the community. I was 
wondering if the Minister was considering an 
increased con tribution to this program to perhaps 
alleviate some of the pro blems that are just starting to 
surface and maybe will be of increasing importance in 
the next short period of time. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Ch airman , there is a substantial 
increase in the fees that are going to be paid. The re is 
a $ 150,000 increase for that very purpose in this y ear's 
Est imates to redress that problem. 

MR. G RAHAM: Are the school divisions awar e of 
that? 
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MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman , the school divisions have 
no connection with it . We contract directly with the 
automotive dealers. 

MR. GRAHAM: That was all I wanted to know. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Pembina. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman , I just have a few 
questions. The Driver Ed. Course was launched some 
15.5 years in Dauphin. Was that relatively successful? 

MR. USKIW: I'm told it is, Mr. Chairman, but I really 
don't kn ow. 

MR. ORCHARD: The Minister indicates that he is 
contemplating an expansion for. I assume, this next 
school year starting the fall of '8 2 in such communi­
ties as Selkirk, and I believe he indicated Winnipeg 
and Brandon. 
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MR. USKIW: Yes , that's correct. 

MR. ORCHARD: Are any other communities in rural 
Manitoba outside of Brandon and Selkirk going to be 

able to - quite frankly when we announced the pro­
gram a year-and-a-half ago the school di vision inter­
est was very very high but we had a staffing problem 
and we wanted to tread lightly for the first year to see 
whether it was going to achie ve the purpose of getting 
mo re students into Dri ver Ed. and ha ving , I assume , 
seen the success of that in Dauphin we were intent on 
moving to other school di visions and there were a 
number of requests in rural Manitoba. Would the Min­
ister think he can entertain all of those requests this 
fall? 

MR. USKIW: Yes , I'm ad vised , Mr. Chairman , that it's 
not a matter of money , it's a matter of being able to 
have enough instructors trained to carry out a pro­
gram. I suppose we can augment the departmental 
capacity to train more instructors but we've sort of 
geared oursel ves to a certain le vel of escalation and 
that can be speeded up , I suppose , with more staff but 
i t's not an overnight situation. 

MR. ORCHARD: Then would it be fair to assume , 
sin ce the a vailability of the program in the school 
di vision is predicated on the local instructo rs that are 
a vailable to instruct the new classes of 15.5 year olds , 
is i t  a fair conclusion to draw that a school di vision , if 
they can line up those instructors , could be declared a 
designated area according to the legislation and ha ve 
the program a vailable? 

MR. USKIW: The Registrar advises me that he believes 
we have budgeted for the maximum that we can han­
dle for the coming year. Now that doesn't mean if 
the re's room for mo re that we would be negati ve to it. 
I'd be most recepti ve to expand something that works 
if we have the flexibility within which to do it. 

MR. ORCHARD: M r. Chairman , then once again , the 
Ministe r identified Selkirk , Winnipeg and Brandon. I 

know the Minnedosa School Division was interested 
and there were school di visions elsewhere in the p ro v­
in ce - I can't come up with them right now - they 
we re ve ry interested and they were , quite frankly , 
disappointed that only Dauphin and maybe one othe r 
school di vision was going to be part of that program. 

The Minister just made a refe rence to the a vailabil­
ity of funds . Does this mean that the funds will be 
committed with the addition of Selkirk , Winnipeg and 
Brandon only? 

MR. USKIW: Yes , that's what we ha ve geared up for , 
for this year. 

MR. ORCHARD: So then any school di visions out­
side of those three new additional ones would in all 
probability be declined to participate in the program? 

MR. USKIW: One of the conside rations is the fact tha t 
the areas that ha ve been designated rep resent the 
bulk of the population in Manitoba , so in essence to 
keep arguing for additions while , it's valid to a rgue fo r 
additions , I think we have to app reciate that we' ve 

gone quite a long way in this one year or will be going , 
to facilitate that program where it will invol ve most of 
Manitobans. 

The Winnipeg school system alone is the bulk of the 
population. If you add to that Dauphin , Brandon and 
Selkirk , you' ve got the City of Thompson which is a 
sizable community but it's on the outside of that , The 
Pas , I'm told but not quite as sizable - and there are 

many of The Pas' throughout the pro vince - but by 
and large we will ha ve co vered a good chunk of the 
population of Manitoba with the proposals that we 
now ha ve for this year and hopefully by next yea r we 
can do the rest. 

I think it's right we ha ve to go slow at this and I don't 
think we can take on more than we think we can 
handle. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman , I appreciate what the 
Minister is saying. I don't want this to be an a rgumen­

tative thing , it isn't , because I happen to think the 
program we brought in , the legislation was doggone 
good to get students into that program because there 
was the problem that the Member for Ki rkfield Park 
identified , that o ver the summer months ff your bi rth­
day occu rred you were automatically out of luck and 
once you get the licence you tend not to take the 
program. 

So the whole idea of going to 15.5 yea rs was to 
encourage in ad vance of getting the d ri vers licence , 
par ticipation in the Dri ve r  Ed. Course - and it was a 
car rot , quite frankly - that the student , young man or 
young woman could get their licence six mon ths 
ahead of time if they participated in that group o r  in 
tha t t raining cou rse. I think the proof was in the p ud­
ding , in the success up in Dauphin that that was a 
good stamp and I'm glad to see the Minister contin u­
ing to expand the p rocess. I've got to tell him tho ugh 
that I'm disappointed that it's only Selkirk , Brandon 
and Winnipeg even tho ugh that's the b ulk of the 
population. 

The one in Selki rk is of pa rticular conce rn to me 
because back last summer the now Premie r - this 
was even after the election the - Premier indica ted 
tha t he wasn't pa rticula rly enthused about having 15.5 
yea r olds pa rticipate in d ri ver training and he felt that 
and I'll quote him here : 'Tm rathe r inclined to feel that 
16 is soon enough." I know that now it is pe rmitted at 
15.5  to go in to the training field , offhand my inclina­
tion would be to say that 16 is ea rly enough. 

Now since the Premier thinks this way the Minister 
might give consideration to moving the D ri ver Ed. 
f rom Selki rk ,  which is his constituency , in to other 
a reas of the province that want it , like Minnedosa and 
some of the other school divisions that re q uested it. 

MR. USKIW: Well , M r. Chairman , I don't want to 
comment too much o the r than those of us that are 
raised in the countryside wo uld p robably p refe r to 
have our licences issued at about 9 or 1 0  - that's 
when they start to dri ve out in the count ryside - and 
surprising the pe rcentage of young people that are , in 
fac t, in charge of very powe rf ul vehicles at that ea rly 
s tage , confined of course to the farm ya rd and the 
acreage that the parents own. 
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B ut the impatience , la rgely , rests with that element 
in our society which p robably is ahead of the game 
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and mo re equipp ed to take on driving responsibiliti es 
on th e road syst em than their count erparts in the 
urban centres. Not withstanding that , I think we 'v e  
bitt en off quite a bit for this y ear and , I b eliev e, the 
Pr emier allud ed to th e ag e of lic ensing rath er than th e 

age of b eginner 's p ermits when h e  talk ed about 
reduction in ag e, although I am not familiar with that 
contribution of his in d ebat e. 

MR. ORCHARD: Well , the Pr emi er might r efr esh his 
m emory on th e l egislation b ecaus e th e privil eg es of 
th e 15.5-y ear-old driv er ar e quit e r estrict ed and w e  
mad e it that way purposefully. So I think if he 
review ed th e legislation , its int ent and its success , he 
might well withdraw his r emarks that h e  was not satis­
fi ed with 15.5 y ears. Familia rity with the situation 
of ten h elps to shed a littl e b ett er light on what the 
int ent is and t he su cc ess of it. 

Th e Minist er might giv e consideration to having 
other communiti es than Selkirk tak e a run at the pro­
gram b ecaus e ther e is a gr eat d eal of inter est in it out 
th er e. 

Mr. Chairman , a coupl e of gen eral qu estions about 
this appropriation in its entir et y. I not e that S M Ys are 
up som e too. Is this int ended to b e  suppl em ent ed , too , 
at a lat er point in th e y ear? Th er e  was som e indication 
in ot her parts of t he Estimat es that th ere would be 
mor e S M Y's come on with Suppl ementar y Supply. 

MR. USKIW: Yes ,  ther e are two in this s ection ; ther e's 
a third on e in th e Motor Transpo rt Board ; the re 's a 
total incr eas e of fiv e in this section , M r. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: A total incr eas e of fiv e? Th e infor­
mation that was giv en earli e r  on was onl y some , two. 

MR. USKIW: For this saf ety section , yes. 

MR. ORCHARD: Okay . W ell , no , it sa ys M otor V ehi­
cle Branch in gen eral ; it go es f rom 311.75 to 31 4;  that 
should be somewh ere in the neighborhood of 31 7, 
th en? 

MR. USKIW: Th er e's one in Accid ent Coding and 
th en th e oth ers are . . . What isn 't shown here is th e 
thr ee -th e fiv e that w e're ref erring to at th e mom ent 
has to do with thre e in th e Motor Transport Board , Mr. 
Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman , why would those not 
appear , sinc e Motor Transport Board is part of th e 
total appropriation of Motor V ehicl e Branch? 

MR. USKIW: Ther e's one in th e Accident Coding in 
th e administration end. Th ere 's a n et increas e of four 
staff positions -one Driver Ed., one Accid ent Cod ing 
and tw o in the Motor Transport Board , Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: So , then that information sh eet that 
was handed out April 6th is incorr ect in it 's '8 2-83 
total? 

MR. U S K I W : For that s ection , I would think 
you 're right. Th ere may have b een som e transfers out 
now , I 'm not c ertain. Th e figures may still b e  right but 
there niay have been transf ers out to oth er programs , 

Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: W ell , th e transf ers in and out and all 
around leav e us som ewhat confus ed. Would it be fair 
to assum e, th en ,  that the bottom line , which is th e 
total for th e whol e d epartm ent , is still at 2,993. 75 
S M Ys ,  or do w e  hav e to add two to that? 

MR. USKIW: M r. Chairman , my D eputy advis es m e  
that this should be th e total , 2,993.75 S M Ys. 

MR. ORCHARD: And that not nec essarily 31 4 would 
be the S M Y  complement in Motor V ehicl e Branch? 

MR. USKIW: Yes ,  that all com es und er one appropri­
ation , Mr. Chairman , and that includ es Motor Trans­
port Board and Motor V ehicle Branch , and that com es 
und er 15.( 9). 

MR. ORCHARD: Which is exactly why I 'm asking th e 
qu estion , b ecaus e th e information hand ed out indi­
cated 311.75 in '81-8 2 going up to 31 4, '8 2-83 , and 
th ey're all part of th e same appropriati on but yet ther e 
s eems to b e  not 2. 25, but rath er four additional. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman , I 'm advis ed th ey b eliev e 
that diff er enc e r efl ects on transfers of p eopl e out . Th e 
net is what we hav e. 

MR. ORCHARD: Wh er e  wer e th e transfers out to? 

MR. USKIW: Th er e  is r ef er enc e to transf e r  of staff to 
other programs but it do esn 't d efin e to wh ere. We'll 
have to dig it out of th e back . . .  M r. Chairman. That 
shows up in the lin e that we 're looking at , Mr. C hair­
man , the Saf et y  S ection , $ 2,8 42,300 is reduced to 
$ 2,809 ,400.00. So , th e dollars show but I don 't know 
wh er e  th e transf er ee irwent to. 

MR. ORCHARD: I gu ess , Mr. Chairman , in consider­
ing economies of tim e, if the Minister could make that 
inf o rmation availabl e. Th e oth er assuranc e I would 
lik e to rec eive is that in th e departm ental totals that 
2,993. 75 S M Ys is th e tot al r equest - and that global 
figure is an accurat e one - and we 'll worry about 
interd epartm ent transf ers at a later date wh en I 
rece iv e that information. 

MR. USKIW: Yes , that 's acceptabl e, Mr. Chairman. 

1 329 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman , I b eli ev e  it was 
Octob er and in Nov ember and I beli eve ev en charg es 
have been laid on th e driv er-licensing problem that 
was id entifi ed some s ev eral months ago , in which 
individuals of the departm ent wer e op erating their 
own lic ensing bureau and providing n ew Canadians 
with driv ers licens es for a fe e abov e and b eyond the 
normal $18 that is charged by the gov ernm ent and 
that oft en these peopl e w ere r eceiving a licenc e aft er 
th ey had fail ed to pass driv ers ' lic ensing tests. 

Can th e Minist er indicate wh ether that circum­
stanc e and that staff problem ha s been cl eared up , no 
long er exists and how many motor v ehicle drivers ' 
licensing staff wer e involved and wheth er those peo­
pl e ar e still emplo yed with th e d epartm ent? 
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MR. USKIW: Well , Mr. Chairman , the member errs 
onl y in one area and that is that the area in question 
does not in vol ve solely immigrants to this country. 
The gen eral program is what is in vol ved. The whole 
matter is sub judice at the moment. We really can't get 
into the details of it because of the matter being 
before the courts. I'm not in a position to talk about 
people and facts related to the case until the courts 
ha ve had their say , Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: Well , I take it that there ha ve been 
charges laid against indi viduals of the department. 
Are those indi viduals still on the departmental payroll 
or ha ve they been suspended without pay? 

MR. USKIW: They're still under suspension without 
pay , Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: If it's sub judice it will be so said but I 
trust probably the Minister has recei ved recommen­
dation to ad vertise for new positions for these 
indi viduals? 

MR. USKIW: Not at the present time , Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: Who is undertaking their duties 
whilst they're under suspension with no pay? 

MR. USKIW: Well , Mr. C hairman , the system is big 
enough to allow for some flexibility for short periods 
of time. We are accommodating the situation with the 
existing staff. 

MR. ORCHARD: That lea ves the obser vation that a 
short period of time is about four months now , I 
belie ve. Maybe they don't need to be filled at all. 

MR. USKIW: Well , Mr. Chairman , that's always a pos­
sibility but if that is the case it would ha ve to reflect on 
an o verstaffing situation for some period of time. 

MR. ORCHARD: That's right and knowing this Minis­
ter's efficiency , I know he will react accordingly . 

Mr. Chairman , there were new weight pro visions 
brought out for trucks and there was allowances to go 
to hea vier weights gi ven certain axle spreads , etc. 
There was a problem that was identified before the 
regulations were proclaimed. There was some com­
munication problem within the department in that 
weight staff , upon proclamation of the new weights , 
were ticketing gra vel haulers , in particular Tandem 
gra vel haulers , because they didn't ha ve the new 

target spreads. The clear intention when we brought 
in the regulations was to grandfather existing units. 
There was some concern e ven as recently as about a 
month-and-a-half ago that that was not happening. 
Can the Minister indicate whether the grandfathering 
of those semi-trailer gra vel haulers is in fact the inten­
tion of the Minister? 

MR. USKIW: Well , Mr. Chairman , that is one of the 
areas that is under re view at the prese nt time. I'm not 
certain whether we want to follow' the course of action 
that was about to be followed by the pr evious admin­
istration. Most likely it is but it needs a bit of time for 
examination and perhaps e ven some interfacing with 
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the industry , if you like. 

MR. ORCHARD: Well , Mr. Chairman , that course 
wasn't about to be followed , it was being followed. 
Those new weights were in place. They' ve been in 
place now for eight months. When they were brought 
in they allowed a target configuration on highway 
vehicles which would allow the owners of those vehi­
cles to haul increased weights if they met with certain 
lengths and spreads between axles. That was not a 
policy that was almost in place , that was in place as of 
I belie ve about July of last year. Is the Minis ter now 
saying that he's contemplating remo ving those addi­
tional weights according to the spreads on semi­
trailer units? 

MR. USKIW: Well , Mr. Chairman , we apparently fol­
lowed a course of not allowing them to carry the 
additional weight in the meantime. 

MR. ORCHARD: I'm sorry I missed that answer. 

MR. USKIW: We are not allowing them .to carry the 
additional weight. We are permitting them in accor­
dance with the regulations which were passed , t he 
re vised ones , the ones that the Member for Pembina is 
alluding to. That dates back to late 1981. The original 
changes came in August I'm ad vised and then the 
re visions came in January of '8 2 and those are being 
applied. 

MR. ORCHARD: The re visions , did they reduce the 
maximum G B W's that were allowed on certain A and 
B trains in January? 

MR. USKIW: I'm sorry I didn't get that. 

MR. ORCHARD: Well , the regulations that were 
brought in in July or August or whene ver allowed -
my memory doesn't ser ve me to be exa ct but about 
118,000 or 110,000 wa s a vailable before -is the Min­
ister indicating the new regulations don't allow that? 

MR. USKIW:  Yes , the only change that was made in 
January was the regulation was changed to clarify 
that it does not apply to municipal roads which was 
applied prior , that is between July and January , in 
error as I understand it. So this is merely a correction 
in the regulation that took place in January. The ton­
nages ne ver changed. 

MR. ORCHARD: Now , the grandfathering aspect of 
the existing gra vel haulers , that is taking place I ta ke 
it? 

MR. USKIW: The grandfathering is a matter that is 
now being looked at , Mr. Chairman. Thats the part I 
said was under re view at the moment. 

MR. ORCHARD: Would the Minister no t be proceed­
ing with grandfathering under this re view? Is that the 
intent of the re view is to halt a practice that had been 
going on for probably 1 2, 1 4  years? 

MR. USKIW:  No , n o, tha t isn't it at all , Mr. Chairman. 
We are going to deal with it but I happen to ha ve the 
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opportunity to acquaint myself fully with the issue 
involved and it's on hold position for the moment. 

MR. ORCHARD: Well, basically, if I might just offer 
some information. the regulations that were brought 
out indicated that if one maintained or one achieved a 
certain spread between two sets of tandem axles on a 
semi -trailer hauling any commodity and gravel was 
the one that was the problem, that he could haul 
certain weights. Now, immediately upon proclama­
tion of that regulation and, once again, I reiterate that 
there was a lack of communication within the depart­
ment because staff at the weigh scales immediately 
siezed upon the regulation to say to certain gravel 
haulers, "You no longer have a long enough spread, 
therefore you can't haul the 80,000 pounds that you've 
been hauling for the last 10 years. You have to go 
down to something like 6 8, 000 or 6 4,000 pounds. " 
That was never the intent of the regulation ; we knew 
that problem was there, that certain vehicles on the 
road would not comply with the new regulations, but 
they had always been hauling the 80 ,000 pounds and 
would continue to do so. That was the grey area that 
they were concerned about, and it was certainly the 
intention when the regulations were drafted, to allow 
those people with those units to continue to use them 
because they had been using them for a number of 
years. 

We had, I might say, some zealous people on the 
scales that immediately jumped upon that to, in some 
cases, quite frankly, harrass the truckers that were 
doing the hauling. That was halted, and I was left with 
the impression that it was going to be clearly grandfa­
thered, and the industry was to know definitely that 
the y weren't going to be cut down in their weights that 
they'd been allowed up until July of '81 .  

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, I did have a number 
of meetings with a number of indus try people on that 
very point, and it is the intent to grandfather those or 
that particular group, but that's an area that I wanted 
to take a deeper look at or at least to become fully 
knowledgeable in, before we concluded on it. That's 
where it sits at the moment. 

MR. ORCHARD: I notice there's a fair increase in 
Other Expenditures under Management Services. 
Could the Minister indicate the nature of the increases 
in Other Expenditures on (a)( 2)? 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, the bulk of that has to do 
with the M V B -M P IC cost-sharing formula, which is 
$1,165,000 .00 . 

MR. ORCHARD: Do you mean that the newly arrived 
at formula, the 45-55 split is now costing the depart­
ment 1.1 million over the Estimates for last year? 

MR. USKIW: The total increase here of Supplies, 
Equipment and Renewals of 1.3, of which 1 .165 has to 
do with the formula. that's how I read it. Am I right? 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Chairman, and that 1.165, if I 
have the figure correctly, what was the comparable 
figure in last year's budget? 

1 331 

MR. USKIW: A very interesting suggestion here, I 
don't think the Member for Pembina would want me to 
relate it. Mr. Chairman, maybe it might suffice if we 
would just supply the information when it becomes 
available. 

MR. ORCHARD: Yes, that would suffice but the prob­
lem being that I don't recall a 1.165 million being an 
increase in the cost-sharing over last year on the 
M P IC M V B  cost-sharing of computer time and staff 

time. 

MR. USKIW: The registrar advises me that there was 
a catch-up component in there that blew it up to that 
level. 

MR. ORCHARD: Okay, now being a catchup does 
that mean that next year the catchup having been 
achieved, there should be a reduction in that figure? 

MR. USKIW: It would imply that, Mr. Chairman. Last 
year's figure was 2,203,000, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: Last year's figure was 2,203,000 this 
year's figure is 1, 165,000, that seems to me as if we've 
got a reduction, not an increase. 

MR. USKIW: Correction, Mr. Chairman. Last year the 
M V B  share was 716.9. 

MR. ORCHARD: Okay, that ge ts us up to - and I'm 
doing a quick calculation here - about $ 450,000 
increase this year over last fiscal year and the line 
reads about a $1.3 million increase. What are the other 
$ 850,000 going to achieve in Other Expenditures? 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, I might offer that we con­
tinue on and when the staff comes up with the figu res 
we'll come back to this one. Rather than holding up 
the . . .  

MR. ORCHARD: I realize that we've covered safety 
quite widely, is the Minister con templating any new 
programs for this summer under the various invol ve­
ments with safety programming? 

MR. USKIW: No, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: I believe last year was the fi rst year 
that we achieved inspection of all of the school buses 
in the province in one year. It used to be, I think, every 
other year, we inspected half the buses per year and I 
believe last year was the first year we inspected them 
all in one year. Does the Minister hope to continue the 
yearly inspection of the school buses? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: I ran into just a small criticism of the 
inspection process, that the divisions appreciated the 
inspection but apparently there was some concern 
about a follow-up to make sure the repairs had been 
done. Has the Minister received any indication of that 
being a problem? 

MR. US KIW: Not from outside the department, 
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Mr. Chairman, no. 

MR. ORCHARD: Well, then if I get further details I'll 
discuss that with the Minister at a later date because it 
seemed to be a - it wasn't a ma jor concern, but if the 
inspections are being done and some of the repairs 
aren't being carried out, I think the Minister would · 
appreciate that defeats the purpose . 

We also instituted two years ago a Critical Item 
Inspection Program for heavy vehicles, trucks at the 

scales. Is that program continuing? 

MR. USKIW: Yes, it's on an expanding scale, Mr. 
Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: I think we had that at the scale at 
Headingley, the scale at Falcon Lake and I believe the 
one at the north end of Winnipeg, Birds Hill. It will go 
to other scales now, Mr. Minister? 

MR. USKIW: Falcon Lake apparently is going to be 
added to the list, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: Under Motor Vehicle Branch, grant 
funding is provided to Canada Safety Council, the 
Manitoba Safety Council. Could the Minis ter indicate 
what l evel of fun ding the departme nt is proposing for 
both those organizations? 

MR. USKIW: It's identical to wha t it was last yea r, Mr. 
Chairman, except for traffic in jury resea rch which has 
gone up by $ 2,000.00. 

MR. ORCHARD: So that there would be abou t $ 2, 800 
for the Traffic In jury Resea rch Foundation? The 
Manitoba Safety Council was going through some 
growing pains, maybe you could call them, and we 
had a problem at one time where our referred drivers, 
drivers t hat had achieved I think it was six demerit 
points and were referred to the Defensi ve D riving 
Course. We were unable to have them take the Defen­
sive Driving Course which was supplied under the 
auspices of the Manitoba Safety Council. Now that 
problem was I suppose two-thirds resolved the last 
time I had opportunity to enquire. Are all our driver 
referrals on the six-point demerit system being 
accommodated throughout the province under the 
Defensive Driving Course offered by Ma nitoba Safety 

Council? 

MR. USKIW: I'm advised that we still have areas 
where we don't have instructors, so we're covering 
about 90 percent. 

MR. ORCHARD: In the areas where w e  don't have the 
instructors - and that was part of the proble m last 
summer - are we still refe rring six-point drivers and 
requiring them to take the Defensive Driving Course 
or are we letting them sort off the hoo k? 

MR. USKIW: Not where there are no instructors, Mr. 
Chairman, we are not . 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, generally 
and I don't want specifics, but are so me of the areas 
where there are no driver instructors, for instance, 
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Northe rn Manitoba or the Westman region .? 

MR. USKIW: Two areas that seem to be having some 
difficulty is the southwest corner of the province and 
Northern Manitoba. 

MR. ORCHARD: Could the Minister indicate whether 
they're going to be able to resolve those and get some 
driver instructors in there? 

MR. USKIW: We'll attempt to, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. ORCHARD: No, that's not you that's going to 
resolve it, it's actually the Manitoba Safety Council. 
Are they moving . . . ? 

MR. USKIW: I know, but I'm certain that they're going 
to try to do their best. We discuss these things with 
them in any event. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hour is 5:30. We'll reconvene 
again at 8 o'clock 

SUPPLY - AGRICULTURE 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): The 
meeting will come to order. We're continuing the 
Estimates for Agriculture, Item No. 4(c )( 1 ), Salaries. 

The Honourable Member for Arthur. 

MR. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. Chai rman, it's 
in this area as the funding of the Veterinary Services 
or the Veterinary Districts and the Clinics. Has there 
been any changes to the formula or the funding of 
these programs, Mr. Chairman? Have there been any 
changes in the formula or increases in the amoun ts of 
money that the provincial labs or the P rovincial Vete­
rinary Districts receive any further changes to the 
stipulations or th e way in which the districts qualify 
for the funds, Mr. Chairman? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister. 

HON. BILL URUSKI ( Interlake): Mr. Chairman, we 
are budgeting an additional 40,000 in this year to 
cover proposed increases in the Vet District grants. 
Presently the District grants, I believe, are 7,500 per 
district and it'll be increased from 7,500 to 10,000 per 
district. The proposed increase, of course, is to cover 
the rapidly escalating costs of maintaining the animal 
hospitals. There's also an increase in this area for the 
Vet Services Commission for animal hospital inspec­
tions under a change in regulation that's been made in 
'8 1-82, and an increased number of meetings to be 
held by the Commission. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, I was contacted 
recently by a livestock producer in my constituency. 
There seems to be concerns coming from other parts 
of the province, particularly in light of the fact that w e  
have seen some difficult times for the livestock pro­
ducers, particularly the beef producers. The concern 
of th ese constituents - these were livestock b eef 
producers in particular - concerned about the prices 
that they were being charged by veterinarians, the 
rates, and very m uch, well, in fact enough concern to 
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warrant a meeting of livestock producers in my con­
stituency this week - I believe it's set for the 15th 
-will he or who from his department will be attending 
that meeting to get all the specific details and their 
concerns so he's aware of them? 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman . I'm advised that the fees 
that are to be charged by any particular veterinarian in 
any particular district are negotiated be tween the Vet 
Services Commission and the veterinarian. He menti­
oned - I didn't get his to tal question - about a meet­
ing being held somewhere. Could you please repeat 
that? I didn't quite hear this. 

MR. DOWNEY: Yes . Mr. Chairman . there's a meeting 
being organized this week . the 15th of April. I believe 
it's in Pipestone. I've been invited to a ttend . however . 
with the Estimates on . I was unable to accept. The 
concern of the lives tock producers, Mr. Chairman . is 
the fees which are being ch arged by the veterinarians. 
I now that there is a negotiated agreement; I don't 
think it's a fixed charge bu t guidelines within which 
the veterinarians have agreed to charge. The ques tion 
I ask : is Dr. Mc Phedran of the Veterinary Services 
Department . going to be a ttending, or who from the 
depar tmen t, or have they been invited? If they haven't, 
I want them to know whether this meeting is going on 

and there is concern in the country dealing with the 
charges that are being charged by the veterinarians. 

MR. URUSKI: Yes . Mr. Chairman . I thank the hon­
ourable membe r for raising this matter. If there's been 
an invi tation . we will check to see whether an invita­
tion has been received by our department and if it has . 
the likely person to attend would be Dr. Mc Phedran 
and possibly the Vet Services Commission would be 
there. 

Bu t speaking specifically to the question of ra tes 
charged . just to elaborate on that a bit more; I'm 
advised that the rates agreed upon are usually ceiling 
or maximum rates that can be charged. A veterinarian 
then has the ability if he so desires to vary from that 
structure; however . the rate that is struck is the maxi­
mum rate that is to be charged. It's set by agreement 
and by negotiation. 

MR. DOWNEY: Well . Mr. Chairman, I guess the Min­
ister is not aware that there are complaints or con­
cerns of this particu far issue. Maybe it is only coming 
from my constituency. However . I have talked briefly 
wi th other people and it is just apparently being 
raised, and not to say that i t  can't be justified. A more 
specific ques tion, has the Minister made changes to 
the Veterinary Services Commission to this point? 

MR. UR USKI: Mr. Chairman . there has been . I think . a 
resignation from the board and I'm just going from 
memory. I don't believe there's been some changes 
proposed but I don't believe they're through yet in 
terms of the composition of the board. That's being 
reviewed at the present time. 

MR. DOWNEY: In other words, Mr. Chairman . the 
Minister has not f ired the members of the Commis­

sion li ke he has the Crop Insurance Board and a few of 
the other agricultural boards . that they are still in 

place and what he has told me there's one resignation 
and he's not sure of the current status but the 
remainder of the board . it would appear . can expec t a 
letter of termination very shortly by the sound of 
things. If his examination or review is to review the 
competence of those individuals, or whether it's to 
review the political affiliation, or what the review 
entails . maybe the Minis ter could enlighten us some­
what on what his review is going to entail . Mr. Chair­
man . or, in fact . a question that is certainly in the 
minds of a lot of people in Manitoba . is there some 
consideration - it was certainly brought to my at ten­
tion when I was the Minister - is there some.consid­
eration in the review by him? He said there's going to 
be a review. Is he considering changing the head of 
the Veterinary Services Board - no . not the board, 
the Director of Ve terinary Services, Dr. Mc Phedran? 
There's certainly been some feeling of animosi ty 
be tween he and some of the people tha t work wi thin 
the Veterinary Services Community and the farm 
community, and I've had several representations 
made to make some specific changes. No discredit to 
Dr. Mc Phedran, but certainly there have been some 
personality conflicts. I know that there is a strong 
feeling coming from a lot of the veterinarians and 
some of the boards of the directors of some of the 
rural communi ties who have veterinary districts. Is 
there any chance or any part of the review tha t he is 
doing to relook at the Director of Veterinary Services 
Commission within the directing portion of the 
government? 
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MR. URUSKI: Thank you, Mr. Chairman, first of all I'd 
like to indica te that I want to take this oppor tunity to 
again - to everyone who has served on the boards 
and if there were changes being contemplated on any 
board - I have as Minister of this department 
expressed my apprecia tion and my thanks for the 
service that those people rendered to the public of 
Manitoba. I have and regardless of who made the 
appointments to whichever board, we did have upon 
my assuming office shortly thereafter - I refresh my 
memory - I did receive a letter of resignation from the 
Chairman of the Veterinary Services Board. That is 
being reviewed at the present time. Insofar as anyone, 
and specifically to the member's question of the s taff , 
I have no reason whatsoever at this point in time to 

even question the staff competence and the value of 
service that Dr. Mc Phedran over the years has ren­
dered to the people in the Province o f  Manitoba, none 
whatsoever . Mr. Chairman. I almost wonder where the 
honourable member gets those kinds or makes up 
those kinds of ideas or suggestions with respect to 
those that he has made . Mr. Chairman. I am sure 
anyone working, and the Minister well knows, anyone 
working for the public of Manitoba . from time to time 
that there will be disagreements in terms of staff and 
carrying out regulations and programs and policies 
which are in place at the time; that there will be con­
flicts and personality clashes from time to time no 
matter who is in office; unless the member has some 
other informa tion that he has not given me in terms of 
problems. I am not aware of any and I certainly don't 
have anything in terms of any problems in that area . 
other than the odd time that there have been discus­
sions between local boards and the commission and 
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the staff. There have been disagreements on how 
regulations are carried out, but more than that I had 
no complaints at all. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, I was not making any 
direct accusations about the individual 's competence 
or the way in which he 's carried out his duties as a 
faithful civil servant. I was bringing to the attention of 
the Minister that there are some areas in the province, 
some of the members of the boards of directors of a 
certain veterinary clinic, some of the veterinarians 
themselves who work within the veterinary services 
community of this province are somewhat unhappy 
with the way in which the policies and programs have 
been delivered by the Department of Veterinary Ser­
vices, and certainly I have to bring it to the attention of 
the Minister and I 'm doing so at this particular time. 
He said in his review that he is not going to look at any 
pe rsonnel or any changes. I don 't think it 's any prob­
lem t o  look at personnel and their different depart­
ments or different roles. The total staff, there has been 
several changes made when I was in office and I 
would expect to see that same ki !)d of think looked at. 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman. again to the honourable 
member, as I 've indicated an updating of the grant 
structure is in motion and there will be an increase in 
the grants from $7 ,500 to $10,000 per district to help 
cope with some of the increased costs of maintaining 
the veterinary distri cts, which is a fairly substantial 
increase in terms of their operating grants, but we 've 
moved them up this year to assist those districts that 
are operating now in Manitoba. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for 
Minnedosa. 

MR. DAVID R. (Dave) BLAKE (Mlnnedosa): Thank 
you, Mr. Chairman, I just want to make one or two 
remarks briefly on this particular item. I 'm sorry if it 
has been covered earlier and I missed it, if you 'd let me 
know I would pick it up in Hansard. 

We have a veterinary clinic in my area located in the 
Town of Minnedosa and it serves a fairly large and 
fairly good cattle area. What is becoming the problem 
and I 'm pleased to see, Mr. Chairman, that he has 
announced an increase in grants for the districts and 
some assistance in building maintenance and what­
not, but one of the problems in my area, in some of the 
remote areas, it 's getting to the point now where the 
cost of a Caesarean section for a large animal now is, I 
think, $150.00.00. It 's probably a prescribed schedule 
of fees that they charge, but there is also mileage and 
it can run $50, $60, $70 mileage in my area. So when 
you look at a farmer faced with that decision and with 
no guarantee that the animal is going to survive, he 
just says, I 'm going to lose money on it anyway so I 
might as well take my loss now and they just let nature 
ta ke its course. I think it 's rather unfortunate in an 
area that is supported so strongly by agriculture as 
my area, Mr. Chairman, that this could happen, and I 
would hope that there is some way that it can be 
worked out, that these services will be made available 
to the livestock producers in the area and not allow 
things like this to happen. 

I think we have a fairly good board and I know the 
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municipalities involved had one or two meetings try­
ing to resolve some of the problems that are facing 
them. such as the one that I mentioned. I think they 
have even agreed to consider maybe some additional 
funding on their part, so I know it 's going to be encou­
raging to them to find the government is prepared to 
support these clinics in a little more meaningful way 
and hopefully they can continue to operate and pro­
vide this service that 's so necessary in a livestock 
production area such as ours. 

MR. URUSKI: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I understand in the 
Minnedosa situation there are a number of R Ms and 
L G Ds that are involved, it 's I believe Park, Harrison, 
Clanwilliam, Minto, Onanole and Saskatchewan with 
the, I guess, hospitals located fairly central to the 
latter three southern municipalities. I 'm advised that 
there is about 90 percent of the services are rendered 
to the ratepayers of Minto, Onanole and Saskatche­
wan and only 1 O percent of the ratepayers of Park, 
Harrison and Clanwilliam, so the bulk of the service is 
in the south. These northern municipalities are the 
ones that consider that excessive mileage costs pro­
hibit their ratepayers from using the service and 
receiving good val ue for their municipal investment. 

They 're looking at some alternatives. There are 
some discussions going on and, I guess, the re will be 
two alternatives they can examine and that is whether 
there should be a subsidy in terms of mileage costs in 
the total system that they 're involved in , or w hether or 
not there should be an actual splitting -off of the dis­
tri ct into another one in the northern area. I would 
assume in either of these cases, whichever decision 
that they decide will be dependent on the amount of 
provincial dollars available to them in order to either 
be able to start another service and the amount th at 
they would have to put up and be able to carry, an d/or 
whether or not the feasibility of having some coss­
subsidization of transportation costs over the three 
areas based on their distance from the clini c. 

There 's been no formal request, that I 'm advised, f or 
the splitting off but I understand that there are discus­
sions under way and the board, and I presume the 
representatives of the municipalites involved, are dis­
cussing and looking at alternatives that they can in 
order to be able to assist some of those people from 
the northern part of the area who, as the member 
points out, with the actual cost of service being fairly 
high on a ma jor operation ; in addition to that ·the 
mileage costs make it very high and, I presume, in the 
neighbourhood of $ 200 or thereabout s, which, in 
today 's marketplace leaves one to sort of toss the 
coin, and as the member says whether to do away with 
the animal yourself or call the veterinarian and see 
what can be done. 

There is no doubt, I have to say to the honourable 
member, that some of those serious operations that 
the costs are there and one of the ways that the district 
might look at is doing one of the two, or at least 
examining the financial ramifications of what would 
be involved for them. 

MR. BLAKE: I would like to thank the Minister for his 
comments and I know there probably will be repres­
entations made to him. In areas, I know, years ago, 
when these clinics were established, there was some 
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regional jealousy, some jockeying for where the clinic 
was going to be located and these decisions aren't 
always easily made. 

I know the area to the north, that is feeling some of 
the mileage costs, I think, it is reasonably good cattle 
country and naturally they would like to see the clinic 
closer to them up in their area, but when you get into 
an operation such as that, you're looking at a pretty 
extensi ve, costly operation. I think what the Minister 
has indicated, they may be prepared to look a t  from 
the municipal level is some type of subsidi zation for 
those that are in a bit of a remote area. I also think 
there has to be a close look taken at the number of 
people requiring service and where the bulk of service 
is being provided before any split-off was considered, 
so I thank the Minister for his comments. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Virden . 

MR. HARRY GRAHAM (Virden): Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. When we come to the area of veterinary 
services, perhaps it's advisable that I should give the 
Honourable Minister some of the agricultural back­
ground of the area that I have had the privilege of 
representing prior to this past election and the new 
a rea that I represent today, to indicate to the Minister 
the importance of the livestock industry. It was a plea ­
sure for me just a few short years ago to attend the 
Manitoba Royal Winter Fair at Brandon and at the 
annual parade of champion bulls at the Royal Winter 
Fair a ll but one came from the constituency that I 
represented. So that gives the Minister an indication 
of the quality of cattle, in particular, that is prevalent in 
the area that I've had the privilege of representing. 

When you have farmers dealing with quality lives­
tock and concerned about the health and care of 
animals, a veterinary service is very, very important. I 
can tell the Honourable Minister that if he hasn't heard 
of any problems in the Veterinary Services Branch, 
then I would be more than willing to set up a mee ting if 
he would be willing to meet with veterinarians from 
my area and they would be able to tell the Minister 
firsthand some of the problems that exist within the 
Veterinary Ser �ices Branch, which he has the honour 
and the obligation to represent. 

One of the first problems, and there are many, but 
one of the problems that seems to raise its head in the 
area that I hav e anyway, and there have been several 
veterinary clini'cs that I've dealt with, is the apparent 
over-regulatory attempt that has been made by the 
Director of Veterinary Services . When he has diffi­
culty getting some of his particular points through 
and fails, then he resorts to the Veterinary Ser vices 
Board and asks them to do his work for him, and on 
one or two occasions they have refused to do it. So, 
when the Honourable Member for Arthur raised a 
suggestion to the Honourable Minister, I think he 
should probably take it and investigate, because it 
would be indeed unfortunate if the veterinary services 
in the Province of Manitoba were not of the quality 
that is desirable, and if there is conflict and difficulty, 
if it can be attributed to one person, sometimes it is 
better that one person be changed rather than the 
entire veterinary s ervices system. 

So, I suggest to the Honourable Minister that he 
consider carefully the advice given him by the Hon-

ourable Member for Arthur. If the Honourable Minis­
ter would care to have a meeting with the veterinar­
ians from western Manitoba, directly, I would be more 
than happy to co-ordinate that meeting for him if he 
would just give me a time that he would be available to 
meet with them. I am sure they wo uld be more than 
happy to meet wi th him, directly, so they could con­
vey directly to the Minister their concerns. Would the 
Minister give me that type of agreement? Would the 
Minister be willing to meet with the veterinarians 

directly? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister. 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, I've met with, and have 
been, and will be meeting with many groups, and I'm 
sure that any group which has specific problems or 
issues they wish to bring to my attention, I am sure 
that the member will know how to get that group 
going and how they can make contact with my office. 
I'm sure that either myself or members of my staff 
would be only too pleased to meet with them. 

Mr. Chairman, as well, the member speaks of cer­
tain problem areas. I am sure that the honourable 
member, if he has specific areas of concern in terms 
of problems that he wishes to draw to my attention, he 
can use this forum or he can certainly draw specific 
concerns by letter, and I can give this assurance to the 
honourable member, that any matter that is raised in 
any area will be examined, will be investigated and 
will be looked at, so that I can assure myself that bo th 
sides of the question are looked at and the problem is 
aired and dealt with. While the results may not always 
be a happy solution or a satisfactory answer to the 
people who may be raising the issue, I can assure the 
honourable member that any matter that is brought 
forward, I will endeavour my utmost to have the mat­
ter investigated, looked at and reviewed, and a 
response made to the people enquiring ; whe ther it be 
yourself, as the Member for Virden, or any o ther 
member or any citi zen of the Province of Manitoba. 
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MR. GRAHAM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. One of the 
first areas that I would like to address at this particular 
time then is the whole concept of the contract that is 
entered into between the veterinarian and the vet 
clinic of the area. Apparently, at the present time, the 
Director of Veterinary Services in the Province of 
Manitoba is insisting on a standard form of contract. I 

would like the Minister to tell me why it is absolu tely 
necessary that we have a standard form of contract 
that is in operation in the province. Is it not better that 
the veterinarians and the veterinary clinics enter into 
a contract, which is mutually agreeable between the 
veterinarian and the clinic itself, because it is the area 
that is directly concerned that is of the most impor­
tance to the people of the area and to the veterinarian 
who is servicing that area, but why does the Director 
of Veterinary Services - and what is the valid reason 
to have a standard contract form available if in fact a 
more flexible contract would better serve the needs of 
the community and the farmers of the area? Could the 
Minister indicate to me why it is absolutely essential 

to have a standard contract form? 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, as I understand it, under 
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The Veterinary Ser vices Act, with the establishment 
of the clinic pr ogram in the Pro vince of Manitoba 
there are, I belie ve, three or four various plans under 
which clinics can operate. The pro vince itself is 
in vol ved in terms of subsidies in the operation, so that 
there is an interest on behalf of the pro vince to make 
sure that ser vices that are pro vided are standard or at 
least conform to the general thrust of the plan in place 
and the subsidies that are paid are in conformity to the 
pro vincial legislation and pro vincial regulations. 

If the honourable member sees some particular 
problem with a contract; the contract has been stan­
dard throughout. I'm pleased that the honourable 
member is raising something and if there are some 
specific areas in the contract that are untoward or 
require re view, I'd like the member to raise it and 
cer tainly I would want to take that under ad visement 
and deal wi th it. I don't ha ve the contract in fr ont of 
me , but the member must ha ve had discussions with 
either veterinarians or various boards as to the c on­
tra ct that is signed between the board and the veteri­
narian. I'm not sure, to tell the honourable member, of 
all the ramifications and what all the areas of the 
c ontract are, so that there may be areas that I'm not 
aware of that the pro vince would be interested in, in 
those areas, and that's why the pro vi n ee is a signatory 
to the contra cts t hat are signed between the ve terinar­
ian , the district and the pro vi nce be cause we do ha ve 
a financial interest in the operations of that clinic. 

MR. GRAHAM: Mr. Chairman, one of the basic stum­
bling blocks, I think, is the fact that the Director of 
Veterinary Ser vices in the pro vince insists, in fact 
demands, that contract be accepted in total. A stan­
dard form of contract that quite often has ne ver been 
agreed to, has been changed arbitrarily by the Direc­
tor, and has clauses in it that ha ve ne ver passed that 
an y veterinary meeting of veterinarians and yet the 
Director insists that tho se clauses, the contract in 
total, be accepted or else there will be no pro vincial 
pa yment. Now, that seems to be a very arbitrary 
p ower, an awful lot of power placed in the hands of 
one indi vidual and where is the appeal procedure 
when that occurs? 

So, I would suggest to the Hon ourable Minister if he 
we tell him that there are pr oblems; if he would talk to 
the veterinarians - I'm not a veterinarian, I'm not 
familiar with their e very day operations, but I can tell 
him that there are problems; there are problems in the 
Central Drug Registry when the Director of Veterinary 
Ser vices insists that a specified markup be placed on 
all drugs whether they come from the Central Drug 
Registry or not. That, I think, is stepping beyond the 
b ounds of the pro vincial go vernment. When the Min­
ister and t he Department of Agriculture sets up a 
Central Drug Registry and they are purchasing drugs 
in volume and there are benefits that accrue to the 
farming community through the central purchase of 
drugs, I can see the validity of putting a fixed markup 
on the mo vement of those drugs; that part I don't 
ob ject to, but when there is an attempt made by the 
Director of Veterinary Ser vices to place that same 
fixed markup on drugs that are not purchased from 
the Central Drug Registry, then I suggest the Director 
of Veterinary Ser vices is stepping beyond the bounds 
of his authority. This is where a lot of trouble is 
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created in the operation of veterinary clinics and vete­
rinary practices throughout the Pro vince of Manitoba. 

So, again, I suggest to the Honourable Minister that 
he talk directly to the veterinarians that are in vol ved 
and if he will gi ve me a time and a date, I will ha ve the 
veterinarians here to meet him. If he would just gi ve 
me a time right now, set it aside and I will ha ve the 
veterinarians in, so that he can talk directly to them. 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, first of all to the hon­
ourable member, if I was to take him up on that spe­
cific request there would be no need of ha ving and 
appointing a Veterinary Ser vices Board or Commis­
sion because that is the role and if there are problems 
spe cifically, I would want the honourable member to 
draw them to my attention, I can ha ve them referred to 
and I can assure him that they will be dealt with by the 
board, who ha ve the legal responsibility of negotiat­
ing with the Veterinary Association; with the veteri­
narians; with the districts and in a tripartite agreement 
signing the individual contracts. 

Mr. Chairman, with respect to the contra cts that 
ha ve been appro ved last June, because there was a 
re vision in the contra ct last June, in '81 , I am ad vised 
that Veterinary Ser vices Commission discussed the 
form of contract with both the local boards and the 
vets in the pro vince, and I'm ad vised that this contract 
has been generally agreed to at meetings before the 
new regulations were put into effe ct last June. Now , if 
the honourable member says that there are s ti ll  prob­
lems with respect to the contract and fees that veteri­
narians can charge I belie ve that I'd like to hear them 
and th e honourable member certainly will ha ve those 
people who ha ve some specific concerns raise them 
with me and we'll certainly endea vour to examine 
those concerns as best we can. 

I want to say to the honourable member that with 
respect to the drug purchases and selling, while that's 
directly and indirectly part of that agreement of the 
contract that is in place that if a veterinarian stays 
within the plan, all the drugs that are sold because he 
does ha ve a regulated markup, a set fee that he 
recei ves from the drugs regardless of where he is 
within the pro vince, there is the general mark up there, 
so that re venue is theirs and as a result in terms of the 
agreement, as I understand it, that all other drugs that 
ma y not be purchased through the Central Purchas­
ing Branch are subject to the same kind of markup or 
negotiated markup, may not be the same kind of a 
markup, but it is also a negotiated markup in terms of 
what the veterinarian can charge totally in terms of 
the plan and the contract that's adhered to. 

MR. GRAHAM: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. The Hon­
ourable Minister has said that the Veterinary Ser vi ces 
Commission is the one that deals with these prob­
lems. I understand there ha ve been resignations from 
that commission. Has the Minister attempted to 
determine why there ha ve been resignations from that 
commission? I would suggest to the Honourable Min­
ister that he talk to the people and find ou t why there 
were resignations from that commission. And I would 
hope that the Minister would take . . .  I no tice the 
Minister sitting there laughing and chuckling and 

smiling . . .  but I hope he treats this as being a 
serious pr oblem in the Pro vince of Manit oba. 
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MR. URUSKI: The honourable member is imputing 
moti ves to myself, I was smiling at the Member for 
Lakeside who indicated that the Chairman of the 
Board asked me why I fired the Chairman of the 
Board, a Mr . Ross was the Chairman - I want to tell 
the Honourable Member for Virden and the Honour­
able Member for Lakeside that upon assuming office I 
recei ved a letter from the honourable ge ntleman ask­
ing that he be replaced on that board and he wished to 
resign . 

MR. GRAHAM: Well, Mr . Chairman, I don't want to 
pursue this too long but I do want to tell the Minister 
that there are problems in the Veterinary Ser vices 
Branch, there are some very difficult problems in the 
Veterinary Ser vices Branch . The li vestock industry of 
Manitoba is too important to let these problems go 

and fester to the point where it destroys the confi­
dence of the people in the veterinary ser vices and the 
good work that has been done in the establishment of 
veterinary clinics . So I suggest and again I ask the 
Minister to talk directly to the Veterinary Ser vices 

Commission members who have resigned, find out 
why they resigned and then perhaps he is better 
enabled to get a handle on some of the problems that 
exist in his own Ministry . And I hope that he cleans it 
up so that the people of Manitoba will again benefit 
from a very good veterinary ser vices system in this 
pro vince . 

MR. URUSKI: Mr . Chairman, I want to tell the hon­
ourable membe r that it is my hope and it's indeed my 
feeling in terms of being in vol ved in the rural area as 
well, that the services that are pro vided at the present 
time by the branch and by the staff within the branch, I 
would say are as good as can be expected any where 
in this co untry, that Manitoba should not take, and 
does not take a back seat to anyone with respect to 
pro vision of veterinary ser vices to the farmers of 
Manitoba . 

In all, all one has to do is is look back a decade and 
see where we were then and see the problems that we 
faced in our rural residence and our farming commun­
ity faced at that time in terms of lack of ser vices, lack 
of veterinarians, no clinics . Mr . Chairman, I think the 
honourable member while, no doubt, there will be 
problems from time to time with respect to indi vidu­
als, various boards, but I belie ve that those problems 
are not problems that cannot be o vercome by discus­
sion, by negotiation, by compromise and it would be 
my hope that whenever a problem is dra wn to our 
attention that we do ha ve a board to deal with it and if 
the board cannot deal with it ob viously I will be 
responsible and it will be my responsibility to try and 
ei ther resol ve it or at least handle the situation as well 
as one can, whate ver may come up . But to indicate 
that there are - or at least to lea ve the impression that 
somehow there are gra ve problems, the member's 
o wn commen ts don't bearthat out and certainly I gi ve 
the honourable member the same comments that I 
ga ve him before as to dra wing those matters out and if 
we can - -( Inter jection)-

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Gladstone . 

MRS. CHARLOTTE OLESON (Gladstone):  Thank 

you, Mr . Chairman, I noted with interest that the 
grants to veterinary districts ha ve been increased and 
I'm happy to see that . My problem that I wanted to ask 

you about was to do with the Pro vincial Lab and test 
results from that lab . I'm told by some constituents 
that it takes up to t wo weeks to get tests back and this 
causes concern because sometimes the test results 
come back too late to be of any value . The animal has 
either reco vered or has died and I need some direc­
tion on that subject . 

MR. URUSKI: Mr . Chairman, I'm assuming the hon­
ourable member speaks of diseases and not feed test­
ing and the like or are you talking about veterinary 
diseases - I want to tell the honourable member that 
there has been an increase in the number of tests, in 
fact, if one was to look at the number of tests in '77 and 
look at it in 1980 there's very close to almost a dou­
bling in the number of te sts being performed by the 
lab . It's increased from 58 ,886 in '77 to 93 ,000 es ti­
mated in 1980 . The number of units coming in has 
decreased, howe ver the number of tests has increased 
substantially o ver those years . And in terms of the 
timing that it takes I ha ven't been made a ware of any 
length of time o ver the normal depending on the types 
of tests that ha ve to be taken and done, the amount of 
work that has to be done in the lab and the length of 
time that each test takes probably would be the limit­
ing factor and the time-limiting factor that would be 
in vol ved in the turnaround time in ha ving those 
results back to the lab . But if there are some specific 
cases that the honourable member has I'd like to hear 
from them . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4 .(c)(1)-pass . The Honourable 
Member for Gladstone . 

MRS. OLESON: It was a concern that was raised with 
me and I just thought I'd like to bring it to your 
attention . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for 
Roblin-Russell . 

MR. J. WALLY M cKENZIE (Roblin-Russel l) :  Mr . 
Chairman, I just ha ve a couple of questions for the 
Honourable Minister . I'm wondering if the Minister's 
department is looking at expansion of veterinary 
clinic programs . It's a difficult time and bucks are 
short but I certainly see the benefit that came from the 
clinic that was established in Ethelbert in the last 
coup le of years, long o verdue and one that certainly is 
ser ving a very useful purpose . The charming female 
ve terinarian there charmed me out of my boots a fe w 
times . I don't see ho w the animals can resist the temp ­
tation of the cures that she provides . She is a very able 
person and is doing an excellent job, at least the last 
time I was in the area . The one that keeps coming up 
to me is Grand vie w, year after year and I don't know 
whether studies ha ve been done, if it's feasible or not 
but that community is ser ved no w by Dauphin and 
Roblin and there's been a longstanding concern 
raised by Grand vie w, as the Minister and his staff 
knows, some of the finest beef herds in North America 
are situated in that general area and I don't know as I 
stand here if it's feasible or not but I'm sure that co rn-
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munity will be raising it for the Minister. 

MR. URU$KI: Mr. Chairman, specif ically to the ques­
tions of the area there likely are discussions under 
way or continued discussions about whether or not a 
new district should be established. There are no funds 
specifically earmarked for the questions the honour­
able member raises other than, as I 've indicated ear­
lier, the increase in the operating grants to the 
districts. 

MR. DOWNEY: One question to do with that, Mr. 
Ch airman, is the Minister proceeding with the Fisher 
Branch Veterinary Clinic this year? 

MR. UR USKI: Mr. Chairman, that 's under review. I 
don 't believe that there is a formal resolution again 
re-activating that. In the event that there would be we 
would be prepared to consider that but that 's under 
review. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, the Minister is telling 
us that there aren 't funds in this particular appropria­
tion f or an additional clinic? 

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, yes. There are funds 
av ailable should another clinic be started. There 
would be possibly -( Inter jection)- well no, no, 
whether it would be enough would be a question up in 
the air but there are funds provided should there be 
another clinic asked for. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4.(c)(1)-pass. The Honourable 
Member for Roblin-Russell. 

MR. McKENZIE: I suspect bec ause I 've been corres­
ponding with the Minister with the problems th at have 
been raised by the clinic in Russell but I suspect 
they 're resolved by now because there was still some 
differences of opinion the last time we corresponded 
but it 's likely resolved by now. 

MR. UR USKI:  Mr. Chairman, I h ave to tell the hon­
ourable member, I 'm not certain that they 're totally 
resolved. The Commission is reviewing that corres­
pondence, it resulted in the interpretation as to how 
the contract and the time frame of the contract that 
was signed. I know what the member is - I have asked 
th at the formal process be put into place to try and 
resolve that disagreement. 

M R .  CHAI RMAN: 4.(c)(1)-pass; 4.(c)(2) Other 
Expenditures-pass; 4.(d) Soils and Crops Branch; 
4.(d)(1) Salaries-pass. 

The Honourable Member for Emerson. 

MR. ALBERT DRIEDGER (Emerson): Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman, a question to the Minister. Is this where the 
weed control aspect comes, under The Noxious Weed 
Act? 

MR. URUSKI: Yes, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. DRIEDGER: I have some concerns that I 'd like to 
express at this time . I 'm sure the Minister by now must 
be aware of a weed called the bladder c ampion and 
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we 've had activity that was developing on this one -
what I would like to know from the Minister is where 
he 's at with this noxious weed, I know it comes under 
The Noxious Weed Act. Representation was made to 
the previous Minister at that time and I don 't know 
whether the the present Minister or not but I 'm sure 
that in the files there must be information regarding 
bladder campion. 

The concern that I 'd like to express is whether there 
can be - I think a study was undertaken to find out 
what the effects of this would be - I 'd like to relate an 
incident of what has happened in the southeast area 
with bladder campion. The R M  of Hanover was f aced 
with a situation where this weed was found in some 
gravel pits. As a result of this the weed inspector went 
out and he closed three specific commercial pits with 
private owners and that 's when the fun st arted. Since 
that time there was all kinds of checking done and it 
was found that same weed was found also in the Birds 
Hill pit - the pit is being used and material being 
hauled all over the place and the operators in our 
particular area felt very discriminated against. I think 
the weed district acted under The Noxious Weed Act 
within their jurisdiction in terms of possibly closing 
these pits, understandably so, but what happens is 
that we don 't have a uniform policy that is applied 
under the weed districts, 

The other thing is that in the southeast corner this 
weed is quite prominent out there. We have in the 
L G D  of Stuartbu rn and Piney a fair amount of this 

weed around. A concern that has to be expressed is 
tha t if we 're going to be closing down gr avel pi ts in 
certain areas, following the regulations that are l aid 
out, other areas are not, we have a discrepancy there. 
If it is going to be applied the same w ay then possibly 

feed and grain movement out of the southeast could 
be curtailed eventually. It creates a lot of concern. 

Now, when I referred to the weeds district in the 
southeast, one of the problems that we run into there 
is that we have a low assessed area talking specifically 
of the L G D  of Stuartburn and Piney, with very little 
funding that is actually available for weed control and 
this is where the weed is actually the most prominent 
and it 's gradually spreading further into the organized 
municipalities. 

Approximately a year ago meetings were held with 
the then Minister. The L G D  of Stuartburn and Piney 
made representation asking for additional funding. I 
know there is a formula that is in place but wh at 
happens here is, the case that was p ied by the people 
that came in, when you have 80 percent and 50 per­
cent of the land that is non-private owned and you 
have weeds along the railway right-of-w ays, the for­
estry roads, the weed district cannot garner that kind 
of financial support to control the weeds. As a result 
there is a steady spreading factor going on. 

So I 've two questions specifically to the Minister. 
One is, has there been a uniform policy established in 
terms of the bladder campion weed as to how the 
weed district should be handling it and the other 
question th at I have is, is there possibly additional 
funding available for low assessed weed districts lik e 
we have in the southeast who are trying to deal wit h 
this kind of a weed problem? 

M R .  UR USKI: Well, Mr. Chairman, the member has 
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raised a number of points with respect to the specifics 
of the weed, bladder cam pion. I want to indicate to the 
honourable member that I 've been advised that there 
are two species of the weed - there is the perennial 
weed which keeps coming and keeps coming, and 
that is the one that has been identified in the area that 
he speaks of, in the Hanover area. The other species is 
a noxious weed and that has been identified in the 
Birds Hill area and can be controlled. 

With respect to the one in the Hanover area, staff 
have put together a control program of using educa ­
tion and methods of control and are intending to and 
have been co -ordinating this with the municipalities 
affected in order that the municipalities can better 
understand and better effectively control the weeds 
and they may have to, in certain t imes of the year, they 
may have to close the pits in a certain area to be able 
to give effective control of the weed, Mr. Chairman. 
But education and control are the only two methods 

known to be able to eradicate the weed, persistent 
cultivation and /or mowing, whatever is necessary. It 
is not one that there are any known herbicides that 
can handle this. I should tell the honourable member 
that there is a large increase in the funding that is 
included in this year 's budget to cover the cost and 
proposed changes to the Weed District Program. 

And, Mr. Chairman, with respect to the increase I 
should mention to the honourable member last year 's 
budget, I believe, was 255,000 to the weed districts, 
and this year 's budget is 36 7,000, an increase of 
$11 2,000 in the Weed District Program. With respect 
to the specifics of the low assessed districts, a pro ­
posal is now under review to try and give, and that 's 
being looked at right now, to see whether some addi ­
tional benefit can be provided for the low -assessed 
districts, but I, at this point in time, haven 't had the 
proposal brought to me for consideration. It 's being 
worked on by staff and, when that is done, an 
announcement will be made, whether any further 
changes, in addition to those that I 'm announcing 
now, will be made, that will be reviewed. 

MR. DRIEDGER: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I 'd just like to 
indicate to the Minister that, when that proposal 
comes, he give very serious consideration to it. It is 
creating a real hardship there when you consider, as 
he indicated, the low assessment there and even one 
mill or two mills in the R M  of Hanover, for example, 
raises a substantial amount of money. But the same 
kind of mill rate application in the lower assessed 
areas raises very little money and it 's a matter of not 
even properly being able to maintain the weed district 
in the southeast. Nobody wants to be affiliated with 
the low -assessed areas in terms of this kind of control. 

I 'm still not quite satisfied with the information that 
the Minister is giving me re garding the control of 
bladder cam pion, or the uniform administration of the 
program under The Noxious Weed Act. The Minister 
indicated that, maybe at times, these pits might have 
to be closed, but what the Minister fails to realize is the 
fact that these are private operators, doing the truck ­
ing for the municipalities and what have you and, if 
they ' re supposed to be closed down for two or three 
months in the summer, this is the only time when they 
actually can operate. They have substantial invest ­
ments in, first of all, the land, and also in equipment. 

And if these people are going to be closed down, they 
fail to understand why certain pits will be picked on in 
this respect, when this weed is not unique in just the 
three pits ; it is also in other pits. This business of the 
differential between the two kinds of bladder cam ­
pion, maybe as you indicated, that education pro ­
gram, possibly could have some bearing on it because 
these people certainly don 't understand why they 
should lose their means of livelihood at a time when 
that 's the only time when they can really operate. 

I wonder if there is a different way that this can 
possibly - the Minister indicated that no herbicides 
are available at the present time to treat or to spray 
against bladder campion and, my understanding was, 
and maybe I 'm wrong on this, but that there are cer ­
tain chemicals, not licensed chemicals, but there are 
chemicals that can be used, and if they were used with 
proper discretion, that would probably solve the prob ­
lem a lot better than tryin g to close pits because, you 
cannot, even if you close a pit, how are you going to 
control it? You know what gravel pits are like. Some ­
body has to almost hand -pull the whole thing and the 
rationale of closing the pits is not actually adequate. I 
would believe that, if there 's any way to control some 
of these areas, even if they 're posted, contamination 
or environmental impact could be held to a minimum, 
but these are maybe ways in which it can be done and 
I 'd certainly like a little bit more of a positive response 

from the Minister. 

M R. URUSKI: Mr. Chairman, with respect to the spe ­
cifics of it, there are, when we talk about herbicides or 
chemicals that can control it, they 're virtually the soil 
sterilants, and I would think that, used in accordance, 
in gravel pits, one could likely have some beneficial 
effect on the weed and be able to - in those areas, 
one would not want to use soil sterilants, of course, on 
cropping, on land. The only way that the weed can be 
controlled is by working it and cultivation and making 
sure that the roots are dried out and that it is done 
away with. 

The annual weed, of course, which resembles the 
perennial, which is a noxious weed, of course, comes 
and goes, and one has to recognize that there is a 
substantial difference between the two. In the areas of 
the gravel pits, I recognize that serious concerns 
would be raised if a gravel pit operator would have to 
close but one also, then, has to be concerned about 
the cultivated land and the arable land surrounding 
the area. I think that the only really sure way that one 
can improve the knowledge and the effectiveness and 
the control of this weed is by education and by con ­
tinued cultivation and measures and there is work to 
be undertaken, I believe, under the Agro - Man Agree ­
ment, to enhance the knowledge of municipal dis ­
tricts and weed districts to be able to, more effec ­
tively, handle this noxious weed which does fall under 
the jurisdiction of the weed districts that are in place. 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for La 
Verendrye. 

MR. ROBERT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye): Mr . 
Chairman, I guess one of the concerns that we have, 
and maybe the Minister could check with his officials, 
with regards to this particular weed, whether it grows 
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mainly on sort of rocky soil areas or does it also grow 
in other parts of the pro vince? 

I say that because one of the first experiences that I 
had when I was elected on town council in Steinbach 
was being put on the Southeast Weed Control Board 
and this one weed was causing that particular district 
a lot of problems because we had , I think , quarantined 
one quarter section and had been working that sec­
tion for fi ve or six years , summer fallowing it and , I 
understand , it's now back into production. But the 
interesting thing was that it really didn't spread off of 
that field and I could ne ver understand that. There 
was some in the ditches along the sides of the roads 
and it ne ver really spread that far. I'm just wondering if 
there has been any research done with regard to this 
weed and how it spreads. From my experience in the 
times that I' ve had things to do with it is that it really 
doesn't spread that rapidly. You'd think that on just a 
country road that the road wouldn't be enough to 
keep it back f rom one field on to another and yet , 
there doesn't seem to be any massi ve mo ve from one 
field to another e ven though they ha ven't caught it for 
years and years. 

I guess I just ha ve to reiterate the concern that the 
Member for Emerson had and that was that we ha ve a 

number of gra vel operators that haul for the munici­
pality in the summer months and for them all of a 
sudden to ha ve somebody walk in and close them 
down on a weed that many of us sort of question how 
fast it does spread because these pits ha ve been used 
for years and years and they' ve hauled gra vel all o ver 
the R M  of Hano ver and the only place we ha ve this 
weed is in a few small areas. So , before the operators 
out there are asked to close down their pits , we'd sure 
like to make sure that e verything is done to check this 
whole situation out because I ha ve a funny feeling 
tha t it's not as bad as maybe many people put it out to 
be because it's been around . You talk to the farmers in 
the area , it's be en on some of the field for many years. 
They ha ven't noticed any mo vement of it really in any 
substanti ve amount and when it's pointed out to them 
by the weed inspector I know one farmer who said , 
man , I' ve been farming here for 30 years , it's always 
been there , it hasn't grown , it's the same size and yet 
they wanted to quarantine his fields. So , I know we all 
don't want to see this thing spread all o ver the place if 
it's bad. But I think we should use some common 
sense in approaching this situation. 

MR. URUSKI: Mr . Chairman , I thank the honourable 
member for his remarks and it is really the intent of the 
department to educate in a common-sense way the 
control of this weed. It's been around a long time , as 
the member indicates and it is on the list as being a 
noxi ous weed. We would not want to and I don't think 
the honourable member would want this weed getting 
out of hand and spreading e ven further , that whate ver 
methods can be employed to at least hold its own , we 
would want to use. And that's the intent and the 
approach tha t we're using. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for 
Rhineland. 

MR. ARNOLD BROWN {Rhineland): Thank you , in 
our area there are two weeds which are causing us a 

lot of concern and one of them is leafy spurge , which 
alw ays used to be contained more or less south of 
Morden and south of Winkler in a small area. But 

you're seeing this growing in ditches just about all the 
way into Winnipeg now and we will ha ve to do some­
thing to curtail this weed. It's growing mainly in road 
allowances. So , I think the Department of Agriculture 
and the Department of Municipal Affairs should get 
together with the various municipalities and make 
sure that the road allowances are sprayed if there is 
any e vidence of this weed around. 

The other weed , of course , is milkweed. I' ve talked 
about this before and milkweed is also growing to 
epidemic proportions. Milkweed is extremely difficult 
to kill. I' ve had some spots of milkweed which came 
from the road allowances on my land and we' ve been 
hand spraying t hem for a number of years and I 
belie ve that we ha ve it pretty well under con trol now 
but it's very difficult to get milkweed under control 
and if we're not going to act on those two weeds at this 
particular time then they are going to cause a big 
problem and it's going to cost a lot of money to get 
them under control whereas if we do this in time it can 
be done with a relati ve low cost. 

I would like to talk a little bit about special crops and 
marketing especially. A couple of years ago , e very­
body said that Manitoba was ne ver going to be grow­
ing enough corn to meet its own requirements. Well , 
now we see corn grown and we ha ve huge surpluses. 
Nobody knows where to market this and it's a ve ry 

depressed market. Certainly , the Department of Agri­
culture could play an important role in esta blishing 
markets and size of markets so that situations such as 
this don't occur. -( Inter jection)- Beans was going 
to be my next topic that I was going to be talking on. 
-( Inter jection)- I notice that you had some of the 
agricultural people going out to Venezuela and to 
Bra zil and I belie ve that they took along some people 

from my area , if I'm right to try to establish markets as 
far as green peas is concerned but I feel that there is a 
very big future in Manitoba for beans. There is a lot of 
beans grown in the area at the present time. But , 
again , we ha ve no idea what the market is; how many 
of these we can produce in order to fulfill that market ; 
and if we o verproduce again , of course , it's going to 
turn out to be another disaster and a money loser for 
the producer. 

So , maybe the Minister could reply to some of these 
concerns now? 
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MR. URUSKI: Well , Mr. Chairman , specifically with 
respect to the leafy spurge on road allowances. 
There's no doubt that is a concern to myself and to the 

department and I'm sure is a concern to all the weed 
districts that are in vol ved with this weed. I understand 
that there are mechanisms or herbicides that can con­
trol this weed; I don't know to what degree. I under­
stand that continued grazing is the other way that this 
weed can be eradicated. There is no easy way , if the 
member is saying here , we'll snap our fingers and 
control it. I'm ad vised that there is no easy way of 
controlling such a weed. If there would be , ob viously , 
it would not be on the list of being one of the scourges 
in the weed area. 

Mr. Chairman, the member spoke about special 
crop marketing and specifically about corn. There's 
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no doubt that in Manitoba we have advanced very 
much into the area of growing of corn . The distillery at 
Gimli , of course , is a ma jor user of corn production in 
Manitoba but because of the expansion of corn 

acreage there has been a difficulty in terms of seeking 
new markets . Our staff are involved with groups and 
there is a group that is - while it's having its problems 
in terms of establishing - that is the group out of 
Carman. They're establishing , I believe a marketing 
co-op , a processing co-op for corn both in cleaning 
and blending and marketing . They are having their 
difficulties in starting out but they have embarked on 
it . We certainly are attempting to assist them techni­
cally as best we can . I had a re quest - I should tell the 
honourable member - from that group . We will be 
meeting fairly shortly to examine whether there are 
any other ways in which we can assist this group who 
are organizing to establish themselves in the market­
ing of corn . 

There have been - I should mention to the honour­
able member - they've st ruck some markets in Brit­
ish Columbia . They've marketed a fair bit of corn B .C .  
way , but they've done it to a degree on an individual 
basis . They're trying to formalize those kinds of 
agreements and the people who are purchasing corn 
from the west would want to deal with an entity , with 
some kind of a marketing co-operative or some entity 
rather than each producer making his own arrange­
ments and they're trying to establish that kind of an 
operation . Hopefully , it will get off the ground and 
they'll be able to meet the additional markets to be 
able to handle the corn that's produced in Manitoba . 

I have to say to the honourable member that with­
out , while there has been great expansion , one has to 
look at the scope of the market , at the field that is 
available and be able to judge and determine as to 
how much one decides to produce or a group of 
farmers decide to produce to meet not only the Mani­
toba needs but the export out-of-the province needs 
in terms of western Canada , especially western Can­
ada because the east , of course , is handled by the 
Ontario market and by the U .S .  corn supply there so 
any market expansion would have to be to the west. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4 .(d)(1)-pass . 
The Honourable Member for Rhineland . 

MR. BROWN: I realize that it would be difficult to 
increase the amount of corn which could be mar­
keted . If we're looking at processing , Ontario has 
really gone into the processing end of corn , corn oil 
and fructose and things of that nature , but I under­
stand that those companies are only going at about 
one-third capacity and they can increase substan­
tially if they find the market for the product . So it 
would be very , very dangero us for us to invest $60 
million , let's say , in a processing plant and face that 
type of competition. 

The Minister didn't remark on the beans and I know 
that they must have some information as far as mar­
keting of beans is concerned , black beans and pinto 
beans . -( Inter jection)-

MR. URUSKI: Mr . Chairman , I can't tell the Honour­
able Member for Lakeside who is making the remark 
what the outlook is . I know that there have been 
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markets established in Cuba and I believe in Argen­
tina in terms of the marketability of beans . I'll ha ve to 
check for the honourable member what the cu rrent 
situation in the status of that market is . 

MR. BROWN: A substantial amount of beans from 
the area that I represent were shipped to Mexico . The 
pinto beans went to Mexico and the other ma jor 
market was Brazil . I also understand that a market 
could be available in Venezuela and maybe some can 
be shipped to Cuba because these are the countries , 
of course , where black beans are the staple food . 

Another item of concern that we have in the area 
that I represent in particular because we're close to 
the American border is soil testing . Some of the peo­
ple get their soils analysed both in Fargo and in the 
University of Manitoba . The differences are astound­

ing . There's really no relationship between the answers 
that they get on these soil samples . It's creating quite 
a controversy over there as to these results and I 
wonder if your experts over there have any ans wers 
why the soil test should come back from Fargo and be 
entirely different than what they are when they come 
back from the University of Manitoba? 

MR. URUSKI: Mr . Chairman , with respect to the dif­
ferentials between the U . S .  and the Canadian or the 
Manitoba samples that were taken , we've done some 
analysis , a fair bit of analysis . The Member for Arthur 
shakes his head in the affirmative to indicate that -
and I will read from the comparisons that we have 
done from the document that has been provided to 
me . -( Inter jection)- Well , Mr . Chairman , I think 
for the record let it be read so that honourable 
members will know what is being said . 

In the past several years soil samples from Mani­
toba fields have been submitted not only to the pro­
vincial lab for analysis but also to several American 
labs . Because there is considerable difference in the 
analysis and the recommendations from the various 
labs , the result has been confusion on the pa rt of 
department staff , the fertilizer industry and crop pro­
ducers in regards to soil testing . It is noteworthy that 
similar concerns are expressed in other parts of 
Western Canada and also the U S A  where the recom­
mendations from outside labs do not agree with the 
provincial or state labs who base their recommenda­
tions on research carried out in the local area . 

Soil samples were taken from seven fields and sent 
to two American labs and provinical labs . The crop­
ping intentions and yield goals were established by 
individual co-operators . The plot areas were approx­
imately one-half acre in size and were part of the 
co-operators general field . 

Mr . Chairman , what basically has happened , no 
agreement in the amounts of nutrients were recom­
mended by the three labs . In many of the recommen­
dations from the U . S .  labs , micro-nutrients , potas­
sium and sulfur were recommended whereas the 
Manitoba lab did not . The difference in the cost of the 

nutrients recommended by the three labs was con­
siderable . This reflected in a wide spread in the return 
per acre after fertilizer costs . 

However , it should be noted that the differences in 
yield were small or nonsignificant because the plots 
were of strip trial in design and therefore a difference 
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of three to four bushels cannot be considered signifi­
cant due to a variability within the plot area. When the 
provincial lab target yield and standard recommenda­
tions differed both were included, a standard recom­
mendation is designed to give both good economic 
response under most reasonable growing co nditions 
in the province; should average $ 2  return in increased 
production for every dollar invested in the fertilizer 
input. The target yield gives indication of crop nut­
rient requirements and varying yield potentials. 

Fertilizer price is based on survey of fertilizer deal­
ers in the spring of '81 and the wheat and barley prices 
were based on Thunder Bay. 

Mr. Chairman, what has actually happened is that 
there were two American labs and the provincial lab 
were done on specific acreages. For example, I will 
give the honourable member a specific example of a 
wheat field and the goal was to reach approximat ely 
60 bushels per acre. The American labs recommended 
-( Inter jection)- well, the American labs came back 
with a recommendation to apply 80 pounds of nitro­
gen per acre; 80 on one; recommendation 70 on 
ano ther and the provincial recommendation recom­
mended no nitrogen. The phosphorus recommenda­
tion came back at 65 from one American lab; 35 from 
another and 22 from the provincial lab. There are 
other recommendations of potassium, 65 pounds 
from one American lab; 20 pounds from another and 
no o t h e r  a d d it iv e s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o v in c ial  
recommendations. 

Mr. Chairman, based on these analysis and the 
results of the cost per acre of fertilizer, after the costs 
of fertilizer were deducted as per those recommenda­
tions, the yields, the net return after fertilizer costs 
were deducted, the first one which recommended 80 
pounds of nitrogen, the net return to the farmer was 
$1 93 per acre; the second one - these are the Ameri­
can recommendations - the results were $ 224 per 
acre; and the provincial return was $ 261 per acre. 
They go on virtually in the - with not much variance 
- they tighten up in certain areas, in some of the 
tests, but basically what has really come about is that 
the recommendations from the American Labs have 
really tended to over-emphasize the amount and the 
returns on the fertilizer and the yields that increasing 
the amount of fertilizer per acre would return to the 
farmer. Basically what has come abou t is the farmers 
who have been using the American tests have really 
been spending money on fertilizer and having little or 
no benefit for that increased amount as per those 
recommendations. Our tests have run, we've run - I 
think there were seven tests - and pretty well test for 
test there's been a difference in the comparisons. 

M R .  BROWN: I have a few farm organizations over 
there now and it's quite a concern to them, this partic­
ular item. I wonder if I would be able to get a copy of 
the document that the Minister was quoting from. 

M R .  U R USKI :  Mr. Chairman, the staff will provide the 
information to the honourable member on the specif­
ics and the analysis and we'll have someone get hold 
of you and give you as much information as we can. 

M R .  CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Por­
tage la Prairie. 
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MR.  LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie): Mr. Chair­
m an, I d on't think that we should take to problem of 
the milkweed too lightly and I want to stress to the 
Minister that we in the Portage area are very con­

cerned about the spreading of that particular weed. 
As I understand, I don't know whether he may be 
aware of this but it seemed to, in our area, come down 
the Assiniboine River and spread from that ar ea on to 
the farmlands. Particularly, Mr. Chairman, it has got 
itself into our highway ditches and road allowances in 
general and if we as the government are not on top of 
this here spraying program to combat this here prob­
lem weed - and it is definitely a bad noxious weed -
that it can just overrun, take over our country. I would 
urge the Minister and his dapartment, and I will be 
speaking to the Minister of Highways as well, because 
it's certainly a problem of the Highway Department's 
rights-of-way. 

I wanted to just make a note to this . I was sitting in 
the Department of Highway's Estimates and I've 
missed a couple of sections here that I would have 
liked to spoke on, but I will wait and come in on the 
Minister's Salary, if I may; I hope I'm available at that 
time. But I do want to stress the need of keeping on 
top of this noxious weed of milkweed. 

M R .  U RUSKI :  Mr . Chairman, just a brief com men t to 
the Honourable Member for Portage. I want to thank 
him. We take this matter very seriously in the depart­
ment and we do work very closely with the weed 
dis tricts and with the weed supervisors, assist them in 
the training and identification. My hope would be that 
farmers would utilize the services of the weed dis trict 
and the weed supervisor to be able to get the righ t 
identification, to be able to deal with the educational 
material that there is available for the control and 
eradication of the many weeds tha t  there are . Bu t it's 
really a co-operative approach that we take through 
the districts to the farmers and we try and ke ep the 
supervisory staff updated on the la test information so 
they can in turn assist the farming community. 

M R .  HYDE:  It's all very well, Mr. Minister, for you to 
say that you're on top of it and it's under control. It is 
n ot the case because this weed is growing, it is getting 
to a greater problem each and every year and unless 
the government of the day takes a very firm stand on it 
we're not going to gain on it. I would urge you that you 
do take a stronger approach on this here problem that 
we have with this. 

I don't know that we even as a government, whether 
I can probably blame the previous administration as 

well, that maybe they should have been stronger on it 
because it certainly hasn't been con trolled to any 
great extent up to this point, and I urge that this here 
be taken into consideration. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Arthur. 

M R .  DOWNEY: I appreciate the comments tha t are 
made by my colleagues. I'm sure that the people who 
are employed by the Department of Agriculture have 
put their efforts forward as professional people 
regardless of which administration they work for and 
do not take the problems of weeds lightly. 

I would like to, Mr. Chairman, ask the Minister spe-
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cifically th e r evi ew that h e  was r ef erring to to do with 
th e Soil T est Lab, is that a r evi ew that was don e by Jim 
Ni elson and Mr. Pitura, th e on e that was start ed und er 

our administration? Is that th e study? Or if it is not 
what status, wh er e  is th e particular study that was 
start ed by our administration to d eal sp ecifically with 
th e issu e that was brought to my att ention of th e 
r eports that w er e  coming back from U.S. soil labs as 
oppos ed to th e Manitoba Soil T est Lab which th e 
provincial taxpay ers put mon ey into? Th er e  was a 
dir ect f eeling by som e of th e farm ers and som e of th e 
f ertiliz er p eopl e in Manitoba that th ey w er en 't g etting 
th e kind of information r esults out of th e provincial 
Soil T est Lab ; w e  had a r evi ew of it don e. Is that r eport 
th e on e h e's r ef err ed to and if so I exp ect w e  will b e  
g etting a copy of it? 

MR.  CHAIR MAN: Th e Honourabl e Minist er. 

MR.  U R USKI:  Mr. Chairman, I hav en 't quot ed from 
th e study that th e m emb er is r ef erring to. What I hav e 
giv en to th e Honourabl e M emb er for Rhin eland is 
information of our own analysis that w e'v e don e in ­
hous e. Th e study that th e honourabl e m emb er is r ef ­
erring to has appar ently just b een provid ed to my 
staff. We hav en 't ev en had a chanc e to look at it in 
t erms of what th eir findings or th eir r ecomm endations 
ar e. It has just com e in from th e two g entl em en that 
th e honourabl e m emb er sp eaks of. 

MR.  DOWNEY: So w e  will , Mr. Chairman, b e  g etting a 
copy of th e Ni elson- Pitura study that has b een don e 
on th e sam e issu e, is that corr ect? 

M R .  U R US K I :  Well, Mr. Chairman , that will b e  
r evi ew ed. If th er e's any information in th e study that 
r eally is a b en efit to all , I c ertainly would hav e no 
h esitation of bringing it forward. But right no w it 's an 
int ernal docum ent and I want staff to r evi ew it and 
hav e th eir comm ents on it. 

MR.  DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, during th e last s ev eral 
months of our t erm in offic e th er e  was situation 
brought to our att ention by th e w eed districts, particu ­
larly in th e south-c entral part of th e provinc e;  but I 
think it was a g en eral f eeling throughout all of Mani ­
toba that th e provincial shar e of th e funding for th e 
w eed districts was som ewhat falling b ehind , and that 
th ey in th eir efforts to do sp ecifically what my col ­
l eagu es hav e sugg est ed should b e  don e and what th e 
Minist er has r ef err ed to sp ecifically th e provi ncial 
shar e of funding for w eed districts, is that what th e 
additional mon ey is b eing put in th e Estimat es for to 
upgrad e and updat e th e p erc entag e of provincial 
sharing of th e w eed districts? Is that what h e's 
incr eas ed his sp ending for? 

MR.  URUSKI :  Y es ,  Mr. Chairman, that is corr ect. That 
is to updat e th e salary and exp ens e portion of th e 
districts d ealing with th e sup ervisors. 

MR.  DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman , th e staff would know 
this for th e Minist er. Is that in lin e with what, th e 
r equ ests cam e forward from th e municipaliti es. 

MR.  URUSKI :  Y es, Mr. Chairman. I gat her that und er 

th e old syst em th e old grant was 50 p erc ent of salary 
up to a maximu m of $6 ,500 and now is up to 9,000 ; and 
th e exp ens es was 50 p erc ent up to $750 and now it's 
50 p erc ent up to 1 ,500.00. 

MR.  DOWNEY: Well , I'm pl eas ed, Mr. Chairman, that 
th e Minist er did proc eed with that r equ est. I think it's 
going to accomplish pr ecis ely what my coll eagu es 
hav e said should b e  don e and w e'r e ent ertaining it at 
th e sam e tim e and do not f eel that th er e  was any lack 
of r espons e on b ehalf of th e Minist er, no cr iticism for 
that or th e work that w e  w er e  doing pr evious to that. 

I hav e a sp ecific conc ern, Mr. Chairman, d ealing 
with th e whol e issu e of us e of ch emical and spraying. 
It's b een r ec ently brought to my att ention that I hav e a 

constitu ent who purchas ed spray through a grain 
company last y ear , had this spray comm ercially app ­
li ed ,  found out that h e  had difficulty with th e crop that 
was spray ed ; in fact it was a total loss. Th e company 
was insur ed for that kind of loss if th er e  was som e 
fault with th e ch emical - appar ently th e company 
agr eed to making ad justm ent b ecaus e th ey did hav e 
th e cov erag e by th e insuranc e company. Follow ed 
upon that th e insuranc e company had r efus ed to 
cov er th e company that had that insuranc e. 

I wond er if th e Minist er would ent ertain or hav e his 
d epartm ent look at this sp ecific conc ern. Th er e's a 
qu estion wh eth er it should go to court ; th e farm er is 
d ealing with a crop that may b e  hav e lost $10 ,000-
$15,000 .00 . To g et into an exp ensiv e l egal battl e, h e's 
som ewhat r eluctant to do it , and I would think th er e  
could b e  som ebody within th e D epartm ent of Agricul ­
tur e in th e Soils and Crops Branch that could mak e a 
fair ass essm ent of this and if th e Minist er would ent er ­
tain it , I will forward him th e sp ecific d etails of th e cas e 
so h e  can d eal with it. 

MR. URUSKI :  Mr. Chairman , I'd b e  pl eas ed to hav e 
staff, not only in our d epartm ent. but I b eli ev e  in th e 
Attorn ey- G en eral's d epartm ent - also th e Sup erin ­
t end ent of Insuranc e should r evi ew th e contract pro ­
visions that this policy is und er. If th e m emb er has the 
individual eith er writ e us as dir ect giving us as much 
d etails as h e  can, w e'll s ee what assistanc e w e  can 
provid e to him. I should m ention now . I'm not sur e 
that w e'v e had any contact, w e'r e not awar e of it , but 
I'd b e  pl eas ed to s ee what w e  could do. 
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MR. DOWNEY: I don't b eli ev e  th e Minist er would 
hav e had any communications, but I appr eciat e his 
willingn ess to hav e th e d epartm ent tak e a look at th e 
whol e issu e. 

Mr. Chairman, th e ar ea of low ass essm ent, which 
was rais ed by my coll eagu e from Em erson, is on e that 
I do b eli ev e  w e  had a form of r esolution b eing pr e­

par ed. Th er e  ar e, as h e  point ed out, constitu enci es or 
municipaliti es that hav e particularly low ass essm ents 
and ar e unabl e to pay th eir shar e to k eep up a w eed 
district program , and with th e ass essm ent b eing so 
low and th e lack of privat e holdings of land th ey fi nd it 
an extr em ely difficult tim e. 

I know th er e  is a r eluctanc e on th e part of the 
d epartm ent to put in any sp ecial programs or any 
extra support, but I was r ec eptiv e to it and I think the 
Minist er would b e  as w ell. H e  r epr es ents an ar ea that 
could hav e som e of th e sam e kinds of difficulti es and 
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it could be funded , or a program could be put in place 
until the assessment increases to a point which they 
are more able to fund their own weed district. The 
Member for Emerson made a good point , it 's particu­
larly in the low-assessed areas and in municipalities 
or L G Ds that have , in fact , got a low percentage of 
private land holding where , in fact , there are some 
extreme difficulties. 

I would hope the Minster , and I 'll ask the Minister , 
has he put funds in for any special grants for these 
low -assessed areas? 

MR. URUSKI :  Specifically , Mr . Chairman, no. There 
has been no consideration that I 'm aware of at this 
point in time to deal with some of the matters that the 
member raises , but I believe that 's certainly an item 
that could be reviewed in terms of whether or not 
there should be any changes in the base formula of 
funding weed dis tricts. I 'm not certain at this point in 
time what the outcome would be , but I apprecia te the 
member 's co mments. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hour being 4 :30, I 'll interrupt 
the proceedings for Private Members ' Hour. Call in 
the Speaker. 

IN SESSION 

MR. SPEAKER:  Order ple ase. The time being 4 :30, it 
is time for Private Members ' Hour. 

The Honourable Government House Leader. 

HON.  ROLAND PENNER (Fort Rouge): Mr. Speaker , 
I have an arrangement wi th the Opposition House 
Lea der that the proceedings of the Committee will be 
in terrupted to ad journ the House now , but will then 
con tinue to 5:30 and resume at 8 :00, so that I 'm mov­
ing , seconded by the Minister of Finance , that the 
House do now adjo urn until 2:00 tomorrow. 

MR. SPEAKER:  With the agreement of the House the 
members will continue in Committee until 5 :30 and 
the Committee will reconvene this evening. 

MOTION presented and carried and the House 
ad journed and stands ad journed until 2:00 p.m. 
tomorrow afternoon ( Tuesday). 

SUPPLY - AGRICULTURE (Cont'd) 

MR. CHAIRMAN,  Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): The 
Committee will come to order. Continuing with Item 
No. 4.(d)(1) Salaries - the Honourable Member for 
Morris. 

· 

MR. MANNESS: Thank you , Mr. Chairman. I 'd like to 
address a question to the Minister specifically regard­
ing fora ge seed , and I know from the area which he 
comes there is a tremendous amount grown in that 
particular area , as there is to the eastern part 6f this 
province and to a lesser degree from my area. It seems 
like this province of ours is well adapted and well 
suited to that type of production. This may be a policy 
issue , but I 'd like to ask this particular Minister where 
he sees the Government of Manitoba fitting in through 
the approved marketing of these types of crops , and 

whether the new federal initiative by way of Canagrex , 
or whatever it 's called , will in fact be involved in mar­
keting these particular crops. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister. 

MR. URUSKI :  Mr. Chairman , we have attempted to 
work with producer groups in trying to establish 
markets and market potential in terms of export 
development for various commodities , both from the 
area of seeds that the member speaks of; in terms of 
whether it be legumes , whether it be len tils , whether it 
be o ther crops. 

In terms of the federal corporation , Canagrex , one 
has to - I 've taken at this point in time a wait -and-see 
at titude just to see really what the Federal Govern­
men t intends , and whether or not the intent to ade­
quately fund that cor poration in terms of export and 
market developmen t. Just to put a name out and say 
that this will be the salvation of the commodities of 
market potential commodities , that we will handle all 
comers , I view that with a bit of skepticism ; that will be 
the saviour of and the vehicle by which a farming 
community will be able to grow or rais e to i ts maxi­
mum potential any kind of a crop. 

I woul d vie w tha t corpor ation though as playing , 
and it really depends on how far they are prepared to 
fund it , how far they are prepared to provide the fund­
ing in terms of government -to-government agree­
men ts ,  in terms of being able to guarantee sup ply of a 
particular product to another country. That 's the role I 
could see that corp oration moving , but until one is 
able to determine what precisely the dollars are 
involved and the extent that the Federal Government 
is prepared to assist industries and small industries 
like our foreign seed people in this province , I think 
producers themselves would want to band together 
and first try a hand on their own , but there may be at 
times where the only way one can achi eve a con tract 
of any significance woul d be between governmen ts , 
because there are many countries , who bec ause of 
their makeup , will only deal on a governmen tal 
agenc y to a governmental agency , and I wo uld see 
Canagrex as being a possibility as a vehicle in that 
respect. 

Right now , to me , I 'm not informed whether there is 
any further information that I would have in this area. 
We 're really waiting and seeing as to really what 
emphasis the Federal Government is intending to 
place on this corporation. 

MR.  MANN ESS: One short and final question. In the 
Minister 's view , is the private sector , both individual 
firms and co -operatives , doing a proper job in marke t­
ing specifically forage seeds for this province? 

M R .  U R U S K I :  Well , Mr. Chairman , as far as I know I 
would think probably to the best of their ability , but 
there are always problems in the marketing area. In 
one year , you will do very well , an d the next year is , as 
the member well knows what the timothy seed market 
is like this year; bird 's foot treefoil is another one as 
compared to previous years what the market potential 
and situation is. So from year to year , one can always 
have - I could give you both answers , yes and no , and 
obviously it will depend on t he year , the entire situa-
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tion worldwide . It has so many variables that one 
cannot say . It will really be dependent on -( Inter­
jection)- Well, I didn't get the honourable member . 
- Obviously, you're dealing in a world commodity 
and world situations will dictate the pressures and the 
abilities of some firms . Sometimes it is a - one can't 
determine that - that someone may be slow on the 
draw or be able to read the situation a lot slower and 
as a result lose a substantial corner of a potential 
market . One never knows, but from what I am led to 
believe, as the situation presently exists, there has 
been a worldwide downturn in that market and from 
that point of view, one can only say that it is hoped 
that will turn around and that our producers of forage 
seed will be able to in the future reap and receive more 
adequate returns than they've received this year . 

MR.  CHAI R MAN:  4 .(d)(1)-pass - the Member for 
Portage la Prairie . 

MR.  HYDE:  Yes, Mr . Chairman . I'd like to speak for a 
moment . I may, first of all, enquire from the Minister 
whether we can speak on the P A M I  venture at this 
time . -( Inter jection)- The next one . Thank you . 

M R .  CHAIRMAN:  4 .(d)( 2)-pass; 4 .(d)-pass; 4 .(e) 
Technical Services Branch; 4 .(e)(1) Salaries - the 
Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie . 

MR.  HYDE:  Mr . Chairman, I'd like to just speak for a 
moment if I may just on this P A M I, the Prairie Agricul­
tural Machinery Institution, which is a joint venture 
with the provinces of Saskatchewan, Alberta and 
Manitoba . I'm just wondering today, with the change 

of government, what is the plans of this government 
towards that program? We are quite aware of the fact 
of the importance of the program, that it evaluates the 
farm machinery and also the design work that is car­
ried on in this facility . I'm wondering if the Minister 
can indicate to this committee whether his govern­
ment is going to continue to support it . 

MR.  CHAI RMAN:  The Honourable Minister . 

MR. URUSKI :  Mr . Chairman, the Honourable Member 
for Portage should well recall that i t  was his govern­
ment that jointly entered into an agreement between 
Saskatchewan, Alberta and Manitoba to establish this 
very Prairie Machinery Testing Institute . 

I should point out to the honourable member that 
there have been, one could put it, growing pains and 
problems in this institute over the last several years 
and we're hopeful that any administrative problems 
are being and have been resolved . The institute is 
doing, as far as I can determine and as far as we're 
concerned, the institute will exist only if there are 
three participants, and we intend to - in fact, the 
three prairie Ministers met in the month of January in 
Edmonton to discuss this very institute, and it was our 
contention at that time that this is the only way that 
this institute will stay and that we would part of it if 
there is one agreement, a tripartite agreement as now 
exists and as did exist initially, and we are focusing 
and have focused our attention to resolve any of the 
administrative problems that there were between the 
various provincial units so that when the original pol -

icy and the original intent was established that be 
carried forward rather than - there was a tendency to 
start building each provincial unit as an autonomous 
unit unto itself apart from the other two and if we were 
going to be headed in that direction, we would have 
ended up as having three separate testing units . We 
have said, no, we have set up this institute on the basis 
of three prairie provinces participating and on that 
basis, each unit has its specific function, but pa rt of a 
total with its head office in Saskatchewan and we have 
reaffirmed that position and we intend to work and 
we've supported the board in that respect . 

M R .  HYDE:  A further question to the Minister, I'm 
wondering if he could indicate to me whether both 
Saskatchewan and Alberta are going to continue on 

that program? 

M R .  URUSKI :  Mr . Chairman, on the basis of our 
understanding in January at the meeting of the Minis­
ters, that was the only basis that we would continue to 
be together and that is the basis that we are . We have 
reaffirmed that, we want the institute to continue, but 
on the basis that it is a one unit with three separate 
parts in the three different provinces . 

M R .  HYDE:  He hasn't answered my question . I'll ask 
him once again, is he aware of the possibility of the 
Province of Saskatchewan, the government of Sas­
katchewan, withdrawing their assistance to that 
program? 

M R .  U R USKI :  Mr . Chairman, no, that was not the 
intention at all . In fact, I gave the member a Ministerial 
discussion; I gave you the information that we dis­
cussed at the Ministerial level and at the three Minis­
ters meeting in Edmonton in January, I believe it was, 
late January or early February . That decision was 
reaffirmed and on that basis everything goes on from 
there . Any other comments that the member might 
have or might have received from somewhere I will 
not even speculate on, but I give him the commitme nt 
of the three go vernments that were reached in 
Edmonton in January . 
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M R .  HYDE:  Then, Mr . Chairman, I wonder if the Min­
ister can indicate to this House is his government 
going to continue and are the governments of Sas­
katchewan and the government of Alberta, are they 
going to continue on a joint effort to continue this 
program and what monies is h is department giving 
towards the program? 

M R .  U R U S K I :  Mr . Chairman, I gave the member that 
answer . On the basis that it stays as one unit, that was 
the commitment given by the three governments . 
Specifica lly, in terms of provincial budget, last year's 
vote for the lnsitute was $ 477, 100 .00 . This year's 
budget for Manitoba is $525,000 for this Institu te . 

Mr . Chairman, I'm pleased the member is con­
cerned about the Institute and I'm pleased that he is 
now and has been supporting efforts of the previous 
administration when we set this up . I hope that he was 
as supportive of that when it was established as he is 
concerned today . 
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MR. CHAI RMAN: 4. (e) - the Mem ber for Arthur.  

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, the Technical Servi­
ces Branch I believe is the area in  which work is being 
done or has been done or should be done to do with 
the whole picture of energy and energy use i n  the 
agricultural ind ustry and deal ing with agricultu ral 
engi neers. The whole area of cost of energy, energy 
efficiency is  someth ing that I am very much con­
cerned about and th ink  that the Department of Agri­
culture, through their support staff and people who 
work for them, should be able to carry out research 
projects or work on alternative fuels, uses, keep track 
of what is go ing on in that part icular area and we're 
well aware of the fact that Canada's f irst gasohol 
started i n  Manitoba at M i n nedosa. I 'm sure that the 
department have carried on with some of the monitor­
ing of the effects of the use of gasohol;  how expansion 
of that part icular f ield could be enhanced and the use 
of either h igher or straight uses of alcohol ,  both 
accompl ish ing the better markets or i ncreasing a 
market for agricultural ly g rown commodities, at the 
same t ime,  Mr .  Chairman, adding to the energy pool 
of Man itoba. 

I th ink  it  was an extremely good move and I would 
hope the Department of Agriculture are carrying o ut 
further studies and work activities to increase the use 
of a l c o h o l  in a g r i c u l t u re and other  forms of 
consumer-used vehicles because I th ink  it's a good 
program; I th ink  it's a good way to expand agricultural 
uses and I k now that Mohawk are carrying out some 
work activity on the use of cel lu lose or poplar trees or 
straw from the fields in  the production of alcohol .  

I s  the department keeping  tab of what is going on 
and if they're not ,  why not? That's one part icular area 
that I'm concerned about and t h i n k  that there's room 
to expand the market opportu n ities for Manitoba 
agricu ltural production and help with the energy 
situation in  this country. 

Nu m ber 2, and I was somewhat at odds with one or 
two of the people from the department and this is to 
deal  with the solar  energy or the use of solar  energy to 
add heat to farm un its whether it be g ra in  drying or 
whether it  be poultry housing,  whether it  be hog hous­
i ng ,  any type of animal  housing or in fact the farmer 
h i mself for his own domestic heat needs, I th ink  it's a 
tremendous opportun ity for the Department of Agri­
culture to get i nvolved with d irect work in  that field. 

I had a constituent from, I bel ieve, the constituency 
of the Member for Emerson who was i n  the busi ness 
of sel l ing a solar energy collector, was tryi ng to pro­
mote it, but ran into odds with the Department of 
Agriculture and I instructed the Department of Ag ri­
culture to tell me why that couldn't be used . I wasn't 
very satisfied with the backgrou nd information or the 
detai ls that were avai lable through the department 
and I would hope this M i n ister would carry out some 
of those efforts and put his thoughts forward to the 
department when it comes to expanding the use of 
both solar and farm produced alcohol or by-products 
because I t h i n k  it's an alternative that we could look 
at and look at fa i rly cost-effectively or efficiently 
as far as the farm producers. I j ust hope he doesn't 
take a bu reaucratic answer to a problem that they 
don't t h i n k  is  as im portant as we know it is on this 
side of the House. 
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N u m ber 3 issue, what I 'd l i ke the M i n ister to put on 
the record, I would l i ke the M i n ister to tell  th is  House 
because I know that the staff member who was 
responsible for what I would call the overbearing 
approach the i ntroduction of metric on the depart­
ment and the farm com m u nity, I bel ieve that's where 
his salary and wages are, what is the M i n ister's posi­
tion on metric? Does he believe that th is  country 
should be metrified, that we should go total metrifica­
tion? I 've put on the record my fee l ing  about it ,  I don't 
believe that it should be forced on the people. I n  fact, 
the annual  report that was tabled by the M i nister 
1 980-8 1 ,  Mr. Chairman,  I felt strongly enough about it 
that I asked or requested the department that they put 
the annual  report out in  both i m perial and metric th is  
last year. The year pr ior  to that ,  i t  was i n  metric and 
metr ic only and I wasn't very happy about it .  I had the 
department revert back to the two measures. I t h i n k  
it's an issue that t h e  Min ister should tel l  t h e  publ ic  
where he stands on metric and how he feels even 
though as we're all aware that the bureaucracy are 
determ ined to push it  onto the publ ic.  I, M r. Chairman, 
would l i ke the M i nister's position on the whole metric 
issue. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i n ister. 

MR. U RUSKI: M r. Chairman,  I should tell tell the 
honourable member with respect to  h is com ments on 
energy matters; the matter of energy is a concern to 
the entire department in  terms of what we are doing 
and what we are promoting and how we're handl ing 
energy matters and energy-related matters. The 
research into zero t i l lage, for example, that is going 
on within the province has an  impact on the amount of 
energy that is being used. 

Wel l ,  M r. Chai rman there are, of course, I have to 
agree with the honourable member, offsetti n g  costs 
in terms of herbicides and the l ike of what is  involved, 
but it  would and does have significant potential deal­
ing with energy matters and the use of energy. 

We do and we are i nvolved , I don't th ink  things have 
changed very much in  terms of staff and staff input on 
energy-related matters within government in  terms of 
the research and the funding that is going on;  i n  terms 
of the i nterdepartmental co-operation that exists. 
There is also test ing going on in the province deal ing 
wi th  heat exchangers, for  example, i nto poultry and 
hog farms and dairy farms to make a m ore - maxim­
ize the efficiency of ventilation and heat ing of fresh air  
back i nto the bui lding.  

There have been problems associated with that 
k ind of testi ng.  There have been some test ing done in  
poultry barns, but u nits have clogged u p  from the  
feathers and the dust that f ly from those u nits so there 
is involvement of the staff i n  tryin g  to prove the effi­
ciencies of the use of energy; all forms of energy, not 
just of nonrenewable energy forms but also m ore 
efficient uses of the energy that exists. 

Certa i n ly the honourable member when he speaks 
of solar energy; the government itself is involved i n  
doing some research a n d  co-ord i nati ng research 
through the Department of Energy. - ( l nterject ion)­
Wel l ,  it may not be enough i n  terms of what one m i g ht 
feel would be des irable, but certainly agriculture and 
the Department of Agriculture does and wi l l  conti nue 
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to play a very vital role in terms of our future develop­
ment and future work and research into the energy 
fields. 

The main issue, the main thrust of the honourable 
member's comments was to deal with the question of 
metric, Mr. Chairman. You kno w while he's told us 
that his government, he's reverted and spent more 
money in redoing the reports in both areas - the 
member should remember that the Manitoba Crop 
Insurance Corporation has moved into the metric dur­

ing his term. He may deny, sit here and deny that this 
has happened and in fact the regulations were passed 
by his gove rnment; they've been proclaimed just 
recently, Mr. Chairman. They were passed - we pro­
claimed them, Mr. Chairman; but, they were passed 
by your administration. 

Mr. Chairman, I, as a farmer, have a heck of a time 
being able to convert. I can convert temperature very 
readily, I have to tell the honourable member, and the 
matter of weights and measures very easily, but when 
it comes to hectares and acres I have to tell the hon­
ourable member that my conversion and train of 
thought; I 'm having probably as many difficulties in 
that area as many of the farmers in Manitoba have. 
Fortunately our publications are carrying both mea­
sures, Mr. Chairman, but ultimately when the country 
moves totally into the area of metricification - and it 
will, you kno w whether we stand here and kick up our 
heels eventually it will go that route. -(lnter jection ) ­
Well, Mr. Chairman, stand out and be counted. We've 
moved along those lines. We've moved in transporta­
tion, we've moved in weights and measures, and I'm 
sure that the farm community, and I myself, for exam­
ple, the elevator compani es have historically had to 
do the conversions when they were selling their grain. 
Even though the international grain trade demanded 

of them that they go in metric, the elevator managers 
had to do the conversions on their o wn calculations 
internally. That wasn't done publicly, Mr. Chairman, 
obviously there will be concerns on it and I am con­
cerned because it does take time and it does cost 
money. No one can tell me that the transition isn't a 
costly venture in terms of the transition and we have 
concerns as to the timing and the process that it will 
be undertaken. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, we've moved along that line 
and it will continue to move. We will not lend our 
unqualified support to hurry up the transition. When it 
is coming, it will come slo wly. We want our people to 
be as involved in the process so that they are well as 
kno wledgeable; we can give them as much help as we 
can in the transition stages and if it does take longer to 
make the transition, so be it, but we will not rush it 
along. 

MR.  DOWNEY: I'm disappo inted that the Minister 
isn't prepared to stand out and be counted on the 
metric issue, because I believe very firmly, Mr. Chair­
man, that when he refers to the fact that the Commun­
ications Branch of the Department of Agriculture put 
all information out both in imperial and in metric; I 
want him to kno w and the people in Manitoba to kno w 
that I was the person responsible for that. I don't mind 
takin g credit for that, Mr. Chairman, because even 
though he has trouble understanding it, I don't mind 
admitting I have a lot of trouble understanding it and 

there are 30,000 farmers in this Province of Manitoba 
that are totally fed up with the whole introduction of 
metric to the whole agricultural operation. 

I don't believe, Mr. Chairman, as the Minister does, 
that we should be forced to go to metric if the p eople 
of Canada don't want to go to metric. I feel v ery 
strongly about that. He is being pushed or said he's 
going to be allo wed to be rolled along with the Tru­
deaumania and shove everyone into metric. 

Mr. Chairman, I've got proof that I took a stand on 
metric. I don't believe, Mr. Chairman, that it should be 
shoved on the people of this country and it's in ink. 
Why doesn't he stand up and be counted on this 
particular issue? You kno w what he says, he says, 
well, the country is going to drift in that direction. His 
job, Mr. Chairman; he's not a Minister to be responsi­
ble for the drifting of this whole department. He has to 
stand up as a Minister of Agriculture, speak on behalf 
of the farm community, Mr. Chairman, and let them 
kno w what he stands for. 

What he's telling me, Mr. Chairman, is that he sup­
ports the change to metric. He supports the change in 
metric, Mr. Chairman. Let him go out and sell that to 
the farm community, because I don't believe that's the 
best interest of the incomes of farmers today. 

I have a press release here, Mr. Chairman, that I put 
out before leaving the office that he no w occupies on 
November 1 7th; and this is what I stated and I want it 
to be known, because I don't think one particular 
person in a Technical Services Branch should shove 
metric on all the farm communities in Manitoba. 
That's where it's coming from, one particular staff 
person in their particular department. In fact, Mr. 
Chairman, I don't mind saying that person was sus­
pended for t wo weeks because of his pushing of m et­
ric - trying to push it do wn my particular throat and it 
didn't wash. It's on the record that I had one staff 
member suspended for t wo weeks. -(lnter jection ) ­
Yes, I'm not afraid t o  stand up and have it 
-( Inter jection )- That's right. Mr. Chairman, I am 
opposed to metric and here's what I've said and this is 
on the record, it's a public press release; it says, 
"Do wney Resists The Metric Move In Meat Packing." 
What does it say and I'll read it because it 's important. 
-( Inter jection)- No, it's a lot of serious -( Inter­
jection)- It's in ink, why don't you? 

Mr. Chairman, " In a recent letter to Federal Agricul­
ture Minister Eugene Whelan, Mr. Downey said, I am 
disturbed that you are pursuing t his matter," this mat­
ter being metric, "at this time since this will add addi­
tional costs to fa rmers, processers and consumers of 
livestock at a time when it is required to encourage 
higher returns to farmers. I will need to be convinced 
that the benefits to producers of changing to metric 
will exceed the costs and thus enhance their returns." 
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That's exactly what I said, Mr. Chairman. Nobody 
has proven to me as a member of this Legislative 
Assembly or a citizen of the Province of Manitoba that 
we have to bear the cost of changing to metric in 
everything we do. Who's picking up that cost? It's the 
farmer who's picking it up. He isn't able to transfer 
those costs on to the rest of society. So I would hope 
that the Minister does take a stand on it. He hasn't 
taken a stand; he said if it rolls on, we'll just naturally 
go into it. That isn't good enough when he is the 
-( Inter jection)- The Minister says I don't und er-
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stand what's happening. I, Mr. Chairman, have a 
pretty good idea what's happening and I do believe 
that he should put his position forward, and if that is 
his position that he's in favour of metric, then I would 
assume that's what he's doing. I would assume that 
he's in favour of metric, Mr. Chairman, and I would 
hope that he would come clean on this particular 
issue and make a clear policy statement as the Minis­
ter of Agriculture on behalf of the farm community. 

M R .  CHAI RMAN: The Honourable Member for Lake­
side on a point of order. 

M R .  ENNS: I felt moved to enter the debate at this 
particular time because, Mr. Chairman, it was sug­
gested from members opposite and quite correctly 
that all ma jor parties in Ottawa agreed to metrification 
back in '72 or '73, whenever that took place. Mr. 
C hairman, the record will also show that the then 
Minister that introduced that piece of legislation indi­
cated in the House - it's on record - that arbitrary 
dates would never be enforced, compulsion would 
never be enforced and most importantly that we 
would move into the metrification of the system of 
measures and weights in Canada along with our 
ma jor trading partners. Now that, Mr. Chairman, is 
being blatantly ignored by the use of Orders-in­
Councils, by legislating through Cabinet the kind of 
speed with which metrific ation is being introduced. 

Mr. Chairman, let me remind honourable members 
opposite, it was that kind of a fear of the same admin­
istration, the Trudeau administration, using that kind 
of power privilege that caused the strike, if you like, in 
the House of Commons not so long ago when a sim­
ilar omnibus bill, of this time relating to energy and 
relating to taxation, was being introduced and where 
did the members opposite and their national col ­
leagues stand on that one? Where did they stand on 
tha t one? We've learned from bitter experience that 
you can't trust an administration of the kind that we 
have in Ottawa on these matters. 

Mr. Chairman, more specifically on the farm issue 
par ticularly, this is a very legitimate concern. There 
needs to be and we need to have the Minister of 
Agriculture stand up and place that position of con­
cern for farmers squarely in this forum, because there 
are certain measures that aren't going to change. We 
ar e not going to resurvey the Province of Manitoba. 
We are living with quarter-sections, with half-sections, 
with acres. We are living with acres and many of our 
products that we get from our ma jor trading partner 
deals in imperial measurements and so when various 
sprays, herbicides, fertilizer, others are being sprayed 
the farmer has to make complicated measurements 
and costly measurements where, Mr. Chairman, costly 
mistakes are being made. There have been many 
fields in this las t little while that have been killed by 
th e farmer's inability or through his lack of doing his 
arithmetic properly in getting his conversion right. 
Yes, Mr. Chairman, I've driven by field that have been 

promising field this last crop year that were burnt 
completely brown because of a miscalculation in try­
ing to work with hectares, with litres, versus the acres 
that he knows that he is going to have to work with. 

Mr. Chairman, our Canadian farms, our Manitoba 
farms, in terms of their basic measurement are going 

to continue to be imperial. We will not change the 
good system of surveying in Manitoba ; the mile­
section load is going to stay in place ; the quarter­
section, half-section is going to stay in place and 
there's no reason at all - never mind how far the rest 
of the - although it was promised that it never 
happen, but you penalize the grocer, the retailer, into 
getting into metric measurement by this and this date 
or else he will be fined $1,000 and that cost, of course, 
will be heaped on the consumer. You can fine the 
container manufacturers of milk or bread or cereal 
boxes that they will conform to metric measurements. 
We can do all that and that's, of course, all happening, 
but I'm suggesting that we are not going to - at least I 
surely hope not, but one can never tell when one is 
being run by mindless -( Inter jection)- Well, what 
I'm trying to suggest, is I simply cannot see a resur­
veying taking place of this province. Can the Minis­
ter? -( Inter jection)- Yes, of the basic measurement 
of land? Well, of course not, he says, and I want that 
on the record. 

So, we will have, the Manitoba farmer will continue 
work with acres and many, many products that he 
uses from fertilizers to special herbicides, something 
like that, are coming to us from our chief trading 
partner in the imperial measure. Why, other than to 
satisfy a few bureaucrats and a wilful government in 
Ottawa, does the farmer have to on a hot day in July 
go through extensive calculations hoping that he's 
right when he applies a herbicide spray onto his field? 
The container that it comes in deals in imperial 
pounds ; he's sprayin g it onto imperial acres, but to 
satisfy bureaucracy we have to make a calculation. 
That's utter nonsense and that's what my colleague, 
the former Minister, was indicating. 

So, Mr. Minister, I recognize that the Department of 
Agriculture or this Minister is not going to roll back or 
hold up the metrification process that is taking place 
in this province but, Mr. Chairman, he's doing a very 
specific area and he has a responsibility for a very 
specific segment of Manitobans, namely farmers, 
who are trapped - by his own admission he agrees 
with me - who will, for the foreseeable future, have to 
·work with one imperial measure ; namely, the way our 
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agricultural land has been surveyed initially and ; 
namely, the fact that we will be dealing with acres. 

Also, the other fact that he cannot refuse, unless 
increased tariffs make that impossible, is that again 
for the foreseeable future a substantial numbe r of 
products that the farmer uses will come in the imperial 
measure and, Mr. Chairman, this is a business between 
the farmer trying to husband and manage his crop in 
the best way possible. It has nothing to do with any­
body else at that point. Whether or not we want to 
impose on the city housewife to buy a metric pound of 
butter or a litre of milk, or a kilogram of meat, fine, 
that's going on. That's going on and I don't want to 
hold this Minister responsible for that. But back home 
at the farm on that 80 acres, on that 160 acres, farmers 
should not be made, this Minister should not be in a 
hurry to make the farmer's work more difficult, more 
complicated and subject to mistakes than needs be. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I think this Minister should rec­
ognize his unique position in this battle and he should 
at least, in this instance, reach out and stretch out his 
hands and join us. This 30 feet that separates us here 
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is not that far, you know, let's have a bridging of the 
philosophies here in this chamber and least stand. up 
with some unity on this matter of metric as far as it 
involves the farmers, Mr. Chairman. 

MR.  U R USKI :  Mr. Chairman, obviously the members 
opposite are in a bit of a quandary. I mean we have 
-( Inter jection)- oh no they are, Mr. Chairman. We 
have a very ma jor issue brewing with a third party in 
the Province of Saskatchewan who has berated the 
Conservative Party in that province for not taking a 
tough-enough stand on metric, and that is the West­
ern Concept Party. I guess the Honourable Member 
for Arthur is getting close to the Saskatchewan boun­
dary and he hears t hose vibr ations that even his own 
group who originally agreed -( Inter jection)- the 
Member for Lakeside is absolutely right, originally 

agreed. But what the honourable member from Arthur, 
he could blow his hor n all he wants with all the press 
releases that he wants to have. The fact of the matter 
is he isn't going to change a thing, the fact of the 
matter is, and I agree with the honourable member 
that mistakes will be made, they will be costly, and 
people will have problems in terms of the conversion. 
We've not said otherwise. But the fact of the matter is 

that deci sion has already been made, it's been made 
by the Federal Government. -( Inter jection)- The 
Member for Arthur indicates that it hasn't been made. 

Where was he when he was in government when the 
change to metric units in the herbicide and chemical 
field has already been made. There are no more labels 
dealing with gallons or quarts per acre. There are no 
more. All the containers are now in metric. No matter 
what you do you can't find that kind of a container. 
-( Inter jection)- Mr. Chairman, the member says he 
stopped it. He was like King Canute holding back the 
waves, Mr. Chairman, and the waves went over him 
because we are into it whether we like it or not. 

And I have to say to the Member for Lakeside, you 
can raise the spectre of, look we're opposed to metric, 
we are opposed to metric, we are opposed to metric. 
We are into it. All you can do, you know the member, 
all you're trying to do right now is to try to at least say 
-( Inter jection)- we're covering our rear end. We 
were in government, we really withheld. If you with­
held, if your government withheld, what did you with­
hold? Tell me something that you withheld. You with­
held nothing. You increased the cost, you increased 
the cost, and farmers will be p aying for them as well . 
And I don't fault you for that because the transition is 
a difficult period of time. -( Inter jection)- Well, Mr. 
Chairman, the member says we don't need it, we're 
into it whether you like it or not. The fact of the matter 
is you can be -( Inter jection)- that decision hasn't 
been made, that decision hasn't been made. 

There is no chance on that o ne, Mr. Chairman, there 
is no chance. I can't even buy, I can't even buy a five 
gallon can of herbicide. I have to buy it in litres, Mr. 
Chairman. I can't even do that. I can still ship my grain 
on the Crow rate, Mr. Chairman, but I can't do that 
with respect to metric. I have to sell my grain and I get 
it back, and what do I get it back, I don't get it in 
bush els, I get it in kilos and I get it in metric pounds, 
Mr. Chairman. You read your certificate and it's there 
and it's done whether we - and I agree with the 
honourable member. Mr. Chairman, -( Interjection )-

you'd be in hectares. The fact of the matter is even 
though the ch ange isn't made you're into it because 
you c an't buy a quart of herbicide, and you're going to 
have to make that conversion. It's done, it's already 
done, you have to m ake that conversion and no matter 
how you look at it, there's no doubt that we will not 
reme asure, resurvey the province. 

That would be just ludicrous in terms of - but that 
conversion will have to be made, and we have to assist 
our farmers in making sure that we provide them the 
best information possible because that de cision has 
been made and was made in '81 whether we like d it or 
not. And, Mr. Chairman, I as one have heard many 
comments, especially people who imigrated from 
Europe at the turn of the century. They said, I came 
from there and I had metric, I had to learn all over 
again to come into the Imperial measure when I came 
to Canada. Now you're forcing me back to learn that 
very thing which I h ad to forget when I first came here. 
I agree, Mr. Chairman, that it is costly and there will be 

more costs borne on the producers. What we h ave to 
do, because we cannot, we will not stop it because no 
matter what st atements you have made in the past 
didn't change a thing. It didn't change anything. 

It didn't change a thing, Mr. Chairman, it is done, 
and the fact of the matter is it will cost us more. In 
terms of costing our producers more I cannot, how 
can I support that, Mr. Ch airman, I cannot support it. 
Bu t, Mr. Chairman, it is done so what do I do next? I 
have to do, I have to do on a provincial basis even 
though it's outside my authority to assist our produc­
ers to cope with that change as best we can. Not in 
resurveying land or anything like that. To be able to to 
understand, to be able to make that transition that's 
already been made. It's there whether you like it or 
not. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN: 4.(e)(1)-pass. 
The Member for Roblin-Russell. 

M R .  McKENZIE :  Well, Mr. Chairman, I'm very disap­
pointed in the comments that we just heard from the 
Honourable Minister. It proves again to me that like 
some of this other programs he's certainly not listen­
ing to the farmer. In coming out with the position that 
he's just espoused here a minute ago on the metric 
system and the way it's been implemented in this 
province and across western Canada proves to me 
that the Minister and his caucus haven't been t alking 
to the man on the street, the guy that's out there, the 
dirt farmer making his living from agriculture . 

Because I just heard, I think it was the news late last 
week, I think a petition of some 1 70,000 signatures 
was rolled into Ottawa. And only a matter of a few 
months before some 30 or 40,000 signatures were 
tabled in Ottawa. And for the Honourable Minister to 
stand up in this Chamber and try and tell us th at the 
Feds can't be forced to roll back, or at least slow down 
this metrification system and I'd say spread it over 25 
years. Give the young kids that are going to school 
today an opportunity to get themselves involved in 
the metric system, but for people my age or people 
out on the streets today, it doesn't matter where you 
go they don't understand the system, and they never 
will as long as they live. Because they just can't qualify 
the difference . 
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I was in a shopping centre with my wife the other 
day. And I stood amazed at watching the number of 
people there buying these goods and services off the 
shelf completely amazed at the figures in trying to 
cipher them with a pencil and piece of paper. 

And I'd also ask the Honourable Minister , our Amer­
ican friends to the south have slowed it down consid­
erably and now are out in the open and saying that 
they are not going to follow the lead that Ottawa is 
giving us in the metricification system of our country. 
But I tell the Honourable Minister he better go out and 
listen to the people before he espouses this position 
because the man on the street that I talk to every day is 
urging me - in fact for the Minister's interest I'm 
going to put a resolution on the Order Paper on that 
sub ject matter to express the concerns and the anxie­
ties of the people that I represent because they are 
da rn concerned about it and they think as members of 
this Legislature the least we can do is stand up and 
fight and tell Ottawa we don't want it , maybe over 25 
or 30 years possibly , but we don't want it the way it's 
been rammed down our throats at the present time. 

M R .  C H A I R MAN:  The Honourable Member for 
Lakeside. 

M R .  ENNS:  Just one more thing to put on the record , 
the short-lived Clark administration did not have all 
tha t many accomplishments to fight with during its 
per iod in office. But , Mr. Chai rman , let it be put on the 
record , the one accomplishment that they surely have 
is that they put a stop to the arbit rary datelines that the 
Me tric Commission was forcing on the people of 
Manitoba. They said "no " t o  specif ic dates that were 
being targeted as being called for compulso ry metri­
fication and that's one thing my colleagues , my 
nat ional colleagues - seeing as how I'm getting the 
t aunts across the House every once in a while - they 
put a stop to that. They simply said "no ,  we will , 
without taking away the principle of metrification , but 
we will not roll mindlessly into met rification ahead of 
our ma jor trading partner." Those dates were can­
celled and they were not put into effect during the 
nine months of the Conservative administration in 
Ottawa , and they would not have been in effect today. 
They would not have been put in effect today had Mr. 
Clark been allowed to stay in office a little longer , but 
supported by the N O P and the Trudeau phobias , 
members opposite , of course , have a long history of 

associating themselves with that Prime Minister , the 
Liberal administration in Ottawa. They saw to it that 
was not possible but , Mr. Chairman , that action taken 
by the Clark administration is on the record and the 
Minister knows it's correct. 

· 

MR. CHAIR MAN: The Honourable Minister. 

MR. U R USKI :  Mr. Chairman , just to make sure that 
the honourable member's rema rks are just not left 
there , he admitted himself that it was the three parties 
in Ottawa that agreed to metrification , but his state­
ment that he knew what the Clark government for that 

short period of time that they were in office was going 
to do. They put a one-year review , Mr. Chairman , not 
an ending to metrification , but they were going to 
review it for one year. Obviously the people of Canada 
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had a different choice for them and it was dissolved , 
but even for the member to suggest now that if they 
would have been in government longer that metric 
wouldn't have gone on , Mr. Chairman. Obviously he's 
blowing in the wind to suggest such a thing. 

Mr. Chairman , to the Member for Roblin-Russell -
his statement , it is like paddling up the creek with no 
paddle ; that's what we are doing here now. That's 
really what we are doing is debating the issue of met­
ric , and it is the commission that cuts across all politi­
cal lines and it will be very costly to most of our 
people , this changeover. But to somehow suggest 
that no , we weren't going to put it in , and to say that 
we've done something to slow it or stop it , Mr. Chair­
man , his resolution didn't mean a thing because on 
January 1, 1981, while you were still in office , no 
longer can you purchase one ounce of herbicide by 
the ounce. You can purchase it , Mr. Chairman , by the 
litre and there's no other way. There isn't going to be 
one more container , so matter whether we change the 
acres to hectares or not , we have to make that conver­
sion ; there has to be some calculations available for 
our farmers because that decision has been made. 
-( Inter jection )- Well , the Membe r for Morris is -
well , but you're still going to have to make that calcu­
lation no matter how you do it , you're going to have to 
make that calculation , Mr. Chairman. -( Inter jec­
tion )- That's one right out of my field , I'm sor ry ,  and I 
feel as frustrated as most Canadians on this very issue 
because -( Inter jection )- Well , Mr. Chairman , be 
counted; I am being counted. I've indicated to you 
that there is -( Inter jection )- Mr. Ch airman , what are 
you going to do? Tell your farmers go ahead , we're 
going to now supply herbicides by the ounce or by the 
gallon. Nonsense , Mr. Chairman , the law is there and 
the changes have been made. You could have issued 
100 press releases on that and you wouldn't h ave 
changed a thing. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Stu rgeon Creek. 

MR. J. FRANK J O H N STON (Sturgeon Creek) :  Mr. 
Chairman , I'm not what you'd call the agricultural 
critic in the House , but the Minister uses the word 
"costlier " and "frustration." He's frustrated the same 
as the farmers are and the people of Manitoba are 
because of metrifica tion. On this side of the House 
when we were government or when we were gove rn­
ment on that side of the Ho use we did do as my 
colleague had said , tried to move it slower , back it up , 
tried to have it in such a way that the people of Mani­
toba could be able to work into it as gradually as they 
possible could. 

M r. Chairman , I only rise bec ause the Ministe r is 
saying it's fait accompli , it's something somebody 
else did and we can do nothing about it. That may be 
true , Mr. Chai rman , but that government when they 
were on this side of the House , the Member for Elm­
wood questioned and criticized the government for 
not pushing ahead with metrification. In the Estimates 
of the Economic Development for three years , there 
were the people on that side of the House saying why 
haven't you moved into metrification faster than you 
have? Continually while they were in Opposition and 
we were in government , we were questioned as to why 
we did not move into metrification faster than we 
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have . It 's in Hansard . I said , th e Me mber f or El mw ood ,  
the re 's one ; the Member f or Brand on East , the re 's 
an other ; it 's all there as far as the Esti mates are 
c once rned . 

You see , while the Ministe r is sittin g th ere s milin g 
ab out it , I d on 't eve r recall hi m bein g in the Ec on omic 
Devel op ment Esti mates , but that side of the H ouse 
when they we re Opp ositi on pushed f or met ric t o  be 
moved faste r in the Province of Manit oba .  - ( Inte r­
jecti on ) - Yes , the Me mbe r f or B rand on East used t o  
questi on us , why have y ou n ot put met rificati on in 
fast er in t he Province of Manit oba -fully a greed , and 
then f or the Minister t o  stand up n ow and say it was 
the Federal G overn ment , it 's fait acc ompli . Well if it is , 
y ou fell ows wanted it t o  m ove as fast as it has and y ou 
didn 't d o  anythin g t o  ab out it , s o  y ou ' re on rec o rd ,  M r. 
Chair man , as bein g a gr oup wh o we re f or met rifica­
ti on in the Province of Manit oba . 

MR.  DOWNEY: Mr . Chai rman , on a p oint of o rde r. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The H on ou rable Me mb er f or A rthu r 
on a p oint of orde r. 

HON. LEONARD S. EVANS (Brandon East): M r. 
Chai rman , on a p oint of p rivil ege . 

M R .  DOWNEY: M r. Chai rman ,  the p oint of o rde r is 
that the Ministe r is n ot in his Chai r in the Cha mbe r and 
we had this issue bef ore .  -( Inte rjecti on ) - Yes , y ou 
d o. 

MR.  CHAIRMAN:  The H on ou rable . . . 

M R .  EVANS: M r. Chai rman , I underst and the H on­
ou rable Me mbe r f or Stu rge on C reek made ce rtain 
alle gati ons and st ate ments with re ga rd t o  u rgin g his 
depa rt ment when he was Ministe r t o  i mple ment met ri­
fic ati on at a faste r rate . I w ould like the h on ou rable 
me mbe r t o  sh ow in Hansa rd whe re I made such a 
re ma rk or state ment because I cann ot recall myself 
u rgin g that Ministe r. In fact , I d o  recall the Minister 
ca me in with more m oney f or this but I d on 't recall 
myself , and I w ould like the h on ou rable me mbe r t o  
indicate in Hansa rd the pa ge ,  the dates whe re I made 
that state ment because I ' m  su re the h on ourable 
me mber is mis guided in that . He sh ould withd ra w that 
state ment . 

M R .  CHAI R M AN :  The H on ou rable Me mber f or 
Niak wa . 

MR.  ABE K OVNATS (Niakwa):  Mr . Chair man , either 
on a p oint of p rivile ge or a p oint of orde r, I hav e n o  
idea , but I was listenin g t o  the H on ourable Minister f or 
B rand on East and I didn 't hea r a da rned thin g .  Has he 
been ackn owled ged t o  get up and speak in his place 
or d oes anyb ody in this H ouse just get up and speak 
whenever they feel like it ? -(lnter jecti on ) -

N ow .  first of all , y ou can establish whether it 's a 
p oint of order or p oint of p rivile ge , but if he had a p oint 
of privile ge it certainly isn 't on the rec ord because I 
d on 't think that it was ever rec orded thr ou gh Hansard . 
I think y ou c ould check by either ackn owled gin g hi m 

and gettin g him t o  repeat what he has said or just let it 
stay off the rec ord beca !;lse it didn 't seem t o  be t oo 

i mp ortant anyway . 

M R .  CHAI R MAN: Orde r please . I did ackn owled ge 
the Ministe r and I believe his c om ments will be on the 
rec ord . T o  the p oint or orde r or p oint of p rivile ge , I 
believe he sp oke as a p oint of p rivile ge . The Me mber 
f or Stu rge on C reek had indicated that he had mis­
qu oted the Minister f or Com munity Services . 

MR.  URUSKI:  M r. Ch ai rman , the H on ou rable Me mber 
f or Stu rge on Creek indicated that the re we re me mbers 
on this side , and he p ointed t o  the Me mber f or Correc­
ti ons , the Me mbe r f or B rand on West , wh o he indi­
cated ca me t o  this H ouse as a me mbe r of the Opp osi­
ti on u rgin g his ad minist rati on t o  inc rease or make 
met rificati on more ra pid , M r. Chair man . The me mber 
made this cha rge . The Minist er ca me int o this H ouse 
and indi cated th at he did n ot make th ose state ments 
and he asked the me mbe r t o  withd ra w ,  Mr . Chair man . 
Eithe r the Me mber f or Stu rgeon Creek sh ould pr o­

duce that c om menta ry or withd ra w  that kind of state­
ment , M r. Chai rman . I u rge thatthe me mber withd ra w  
his state ment . 

M R .  CHAIRMAN :  The Me mbe r f or A rthu r on a point 
of o rde r. 

M R .  DOWNEY: On the sa me p oint of o rder , Mr . 
Chai rman , the me mbe r has n ot indicated the Me mbe r 
f or Stu rge on Creek has been asked t o  pr ovide the 
inf ormati on and I think that 's the p oint . He is goin g t o  
d o  that . The re isn 't anythin g that has t o  be withd ra wn .  
He 's goin g t o  p rovide the inf ormati on .  

MR.  CHAIRMAN:  The H on ou rable Ministe r of Com­
munity Se rvices . 

1 351 

MR.  EVANS: M r. Chai rman , I think the me mbe r sh ould 
withd ra w .  If he can p roduce the inf or mati on - I  mean 
it 's easy t o  stand up and make wild alle gati ons and 
wild accusati ons . I d o  n ot recall makin g such speeches 
that the h on ou rable member says that I made , s o  I 
w ould like the me mber t o  withdra w and if he can sh ow 
me Hansa rd that will be fine , but I cann ot recall in f ou r  

yea rs in Opp ositi on of that . There were much m ore 
i mp ortant matters f or me t o  c ritici ze the h on ou rable 
me mb er f or .  There was the state of the Manit oba 
ec on omy ,  the p opulati on l oss , s ome of the i mp ortant 
thin gs . . .  

MR.  ENNS: I think y our very w ords were , "Get on the 
Trudeau band wa gon ." 

MR.  EVANS: S o  I w ould like the h on ou rable me mber 
t o  pr ove that , but in the meantime . . .  

MR. -CHA!R MAN: Order please . I d o  n ot believe that 
the H on ourable Minister has a p oint of order . It 's a 
questi on of a matter of opini on or a matter of a ques­
ti on of a dispute over a questi on of fact . 

The h our being 5 :30 p .m . , I ' m  leaving the Chair and 
will return at 8 :00 p .m 




