
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Friday, 19 March, 1982 

Time -10:00 a.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. D. James Walding (St. Vital): 
Presentin g  Petit ions . . .  Read i n g  and Receiv ing  
Petitions 

PRESENTING REPORTS BY 
STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable  M e m be r  for F l i n  
F lon.  

MR. JERRY T. STORIE (Flin Flon): Mr.  Speaker, the 
Comm ittee of Supply  has adopted certai n  resolu­
t ions, d irects me to report the same. and asks leave to 
sit again .  

I move, seconded by the H onourable Member for 
R iver East. that the report of the Committee be 
received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 
AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable  M in ister of Eco­
nomic  Development. 

HON. MURIEL SMITH (Osborne): A M i n ister i a l  
Statement,  Mr .  Speaker. I t  is my pleasure today t o  
i nform t h e  H ouse that I w i l l  shortly be hol d i n g  a p ress 
conference to i nitiate a major. national,  co-operative 
p r o g r a m  d i rected at rep l a c i n g  or subst i tut i n g  
Canadian-made products for i m ported goods. 

This i n itiative by officials of my department is tar­
geted at the $2.25 b i l l i o n  of purchases made by tax­
fun ded i nstitutions i n  this country, of which a pproxi­
mately two-thi rds are currently i m p orted. Our goal for 
this p rogram is to redirect 10 percent of this expendi­
ture to Canadian sources and that, Mr .  Speaker.  could 
mean as many as 1,200 new j o bs for this country. A 
sizable share which we hope wi l l  occur i n  Man itoba. 
The focal point  of this progra m .  a major opportunit ies 
trade show. scheduled for W i n n i peg this October wi l l ,  
I bel ieve. encourage many of  the smal ler  f i rms in  
Manitoba to  pursue this market aggressively.  I would 
l i ke to assure the House that this is a program which 
we view as the fi rst step towards eventually i n creasing 
the economic  benefits which the expenditure of  
government-funded i nstitutions can create for the 
benefit of the people of this country and Manitobans 
d irectly. 

It is also encouraging  to see how well  the p rovince's 
territories and the Federal Government  can work 
together on specific o pportu nities for the benefit of 
a l l .  I would i nvite all members to j o i n  the government 
i n  sup porting  this project. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Stur­
geon Creek. 

MR. J. FRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek): M r. 
Speaker. I 'm very p leased that the M i n ister of Eco­
n o m i c  Development and the government is continu­
i n g  a program which was started at least a year-and-a­
half  ago. one that was mentioned by the Leader of the 
O pposit ion in the Throne Speech as had been worked 
on in this province for a long time. As a matter of fact, 
the show that the M i n ister is speaking of wi l l  be the 
third of such shows that we have had in W i n n i peg. 

The I mport Replacement Show on medical  pro­
ducts was held last year in the province and then the 
manufacturin g  show was held last year in the pro­
vince. There are letters on  file, Mr. Speaker, from five 
other M i n isters of Economic Development of  other 
provinces who wrote to us thank ing  Manitoba for tak­
i n g  the i n it iatives to start the Import Replacement 
Show. We had tremendous co-operation from the 
other p rovi nces and I'm sincerely happy that co­
operati o n  is cont i nu ing f rom the other provinces and 
the Import Replacement Program wi l l  be carried o n  i n  
the Province o f  M an itoba. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of F inance.  

HON. VIC SCHROEDER (Rossmere): Thank you. M r. 
Speaker, I have a Provincia l  Tax Comparison as of 
February 1, 1982. which I would l i k e  d istributed to the 
members. 

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion . . .  Introduction 
of B i l ls. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we reach O ral Questions, 
may I d i rect the attention of honourable  members to 
the gallery where we have p resent some of the curlers 
who are competin g  in the 11 th A nnual Wester n  Can­
ada Bl ind Bonspie l .  It's the fi rst t ime this event has 
been held in the province and i t  is being held i n  
Beausejour this weekend. Each p rovi n ce i s  repre­
sented by two rin ks and the two Man itoba sk ips are 
both from W i n nipeg, Dan Monchak and Norman 
Lyons. 
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We also have present 81 students of G rade 5 stand­
ing of the Ryerson School.  These students are under 
the d i rection of Ms. Judy McDonald and the school is 
located in the constituency of the Honourable M e m be r  
f o r  St. N orbert. 

On behalf of all the members of the Assembly,  I 
welcome you here today. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Leader of the 
Op position .  

MR. STERLING LYON (Charleswood): M r. Speaker, 
yesterday, the Honourable M i n ister of F inance took 
as n ot ice a question from the O p position  House 
Leader requesti n g  i nformation or  confirmat ion from 
the M i n ister of Finance that a figure apparently used 
by the F i rst M i n ister i n  a speech that he made at 
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Brandon the n i g ht previous was accu rate; namely, 
that Man itoba was going to suffer at least $100 m i l l ion  
i n  federal cutbacks. Is the M i n ister of  F ina nce able to 
confirm that statement to the H ouse, the statement 
that was made by the F i rst M i n ister apparently in 
Brandon? 

MR. SCHROEDER: Thank you,  Mr .  Speaker, based 
on the best i nformation avail ab le  p rior  to the F i rst 
M i n ister's Conference last month, Man itoba was 
expected to receive $339. 7 m i l l ion i n  EPF, Establ ished 
Program F inanc ing ,  cash payments from the Federal 
Govern ment and $480.1 m i l l i o n  in equa l ization  for a 
total of $819.8 m i l l i o n  for the 1982-83 year, if the 
current arrangements remained unchanged. 

Based on  the latest federal estimates of what Mani­
toba wil l  receive, if the federal EPF and equal izat ion 
cutback p roposals are i m p lemented i n  thei r cu rrent 
modified form, o u r  provi nce w i l l  receive 287.9 m i l l ion  
i n  EPF cash payments and 431 mi l l ion  in  equa l izat ion 
for a total of $718.9 m i l l ion  for 1982-83. T his repres­
ents an overa l l  cutback of 51.8 m i l l i o n  in EPF and 49.1 
m i l l ion  in equa l ization for a total of $100.9 m i l l ion .  I 
should add that a n u m ber of other factors also have a 
beari ng  on the net loss calcu lations. 

F i rstly ,  some losses relative to the February 2 situa­
tion in the o rder of approximately $20 m i l l i o n  wou ld  
have occurred u n der the c u rrent equal izat ion system 
due to revised population i nformation associated with 
the 1981 census. 

Secondly,  the federal budget proposals i n c l u ded 
measures which have the effect of increas ing  provin­
cial  tax revenue by approx i mately $31 m i l l ion for the 
1982-83 year. 

Th ird ly, revised federal est imates of certain revenue 
sou rces in  1982-83 wou l d  have the effect of f u rther 
reduc ing  equal izat ion payments under the current 
system. 

My department is in the process of preparing  
revised est i mates of the cutbacks fac ing o u r  provi nce, 
as a result  of the federal p roposals as modified to 
date, taking i nto account the i mpacts of the p re l i m i­
nary census and the various revenue adjustments 
i nc l u ded i n  the revised federal forecasts of equal iza­
tion u nder its five-province standard idea. I t  wi l l ,  of 
course, be he lpfu l i f  the Federal Government p rovides 
a complete set of in formation on the i mpacts of its 
proposals with respect to equa l izat ion EPF and other 
areas when it p resents its fiscal arrangements pack­
age to Parl iament I u nderstand that may well 
happen today. In the event that it chooses not to 
provide those Esti mates, I wil l make every effort to 
ensure that my department's Est imates are provided 
to every member when they become avai lable.  

F inal ly ,  although we appear to have made some 
progress with the Federal Government d u ri n g  the 
cou rse of the negotiations to date, we remain particu­
larly concerned with the longer-term i m p l i cati ons of 
the federal p roposals and wi l l  conti n u e  to p resent our 
case to the Federal M i n ister and h is officials i n  the 
hope that further adjustments can be made. 

In fact, j ust th is morn i n g  I sent a telegram to the 
Federal M i n ister of Finance ask ing for a meet ing with 
him when he comes to W i n n i peg tomorrow for what I 
understand to be a fu nd-rais ing event. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u rab le  Leader of the 
O pposition .  

MR.LYON: M r. S peaker, we of course share the con­
cern that the M i n ister of F inance h as expressed with 
respect to the u n i lateral decisions that are being 
made by the Federal Govern ment with respect to 
establ ished program f inancing and with respect to 
equal izatio n  and we welcome the detailed statement 
that the M i n ister has made i n  response to the question.  

I desire to attract h is  attention ,  however, to the 
question that was asked yesterday by the O p posit ion 
House Leader; namely, was the M in ister not  i n  a posi­
tion to g ive th is in formation  when he was asked a few 
days ago or why d id  he have to g ive that k ind of a 
statement th is morn i n g  after the statement had been 
made not to this House, but the statement made by 
the F irst M i n ister to the B randon Chamber of Com­
merce which, u n l ess I 'm m istaken, is not an adj u nct or 
a committee of this Legislature? 

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. S peaker, I coul d  go i nto a 
history of when these part icu lar  n u mbers started 
comi n g  forth. When we took office, the n u mbers were 
160 m i l l i o n  without that $20 m i l l ion  change i n  popul a­
tion n u m bers because we d id n't k now about that. I t  
was a p re l i m inary situation then ; we have since then 
worked on  d ifferent f igures. We weren't s u re and sti l l  
are not su re, a s  I said i n  t h i s  answer, o f  t h e  exact 
n u mbers and won't be u nt i l  the b i l l  is presented i n  
Parl iament a n d  maybe w e  won't be even then i f  we 
don't get sufficient i nformation with it. 

B ut, what I said yesterday was that I d idn 't know 
what the F i rst M i n ister had said i n  B randon.  The 
H ouse Leader for the O pposition referred to a specific 
statement wh ich  he  said the Premier h ad m ade. I 
s imply said I wasn't aware of that part icu lar  state­
ment, I wou ld  take the question as notice and come 
back th is morning with as much in formation as I could 
possib ly  supply to the House and surely I have done 
that. 

MR. l YON: M r. S peaker, the rather i nterest i n g  
statement that t h e  M i n ister of F inance has j ust made, 
of course, leads to another question.  Was he  not 
aware that the F i rst M i n ister of this provi nce was to be 
making th is f inancial statement to the B randon 
Cham ber of Com merce or  is he tel l i n g  us, i n deed, Mr.  
Speaker, that he's sti l l  not aware of what h is F i rst 
M i n ister said to the Brandon Chamber of Commerce? 
I f  not, I would refer him to the speaking  notes from 
that speech ,  refer him to page 5 of those speaki n g  
n otes, and about h a l f  way down he' l l  see what t h e  
speaking  notes contained. 

The po int of the quest ion,  M r. S peaker, put by the 
Opposition House Leader, reiterated by me is th is, Is it 
n ot better practice, when asked forth is i nformation i n  
the House to give i t  rather than t o  have other members 
of the Treasury Bench giv ing it to organ izations out­
side of th is Legislature? 

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, I don't k now how 
the Leader of the O pposition o perated when he  was 
Premier, but I can assu re h i m  that my Premier  doesn't 
requ ire the vett ing of every particu lar  statement he 
makes by mem bers of h is Cabinet before he  makes 



the statement. - ( I nterject ion)- Look at the tro u b le 
he got you i nto. 

M r. S peaker, the statement that the Leader of the 
O pposit ion  refers to is a statement that says there wi l l  
be losses of  more than $100 m i l l i o n .  That part icular 
statement does not refer to a specific year, although I 
have referred to a specif ic year. That statement refers 
to l osses of more than $100 m i l l i o n .  I n  fact, we bel ieve 
that the l osses wi l l  be m u ch greater than that over the 
next 5 years. 

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, I am sure, S i r, you would not 
wish u s  to get i nto a debate as to a document or  a 
speech that was g iven by the F i rst M i n ister outside of 
this H ouse, but I refer my honourable fr iend to page 5 
of that add ress and I suggest that he read what h is 
F i rst M i n ister is say i ng from t ime to t i me. They maybe 
perhaps, S i r, can get their act together so that the Fi rst 
M i n ister and the M i n ister of F inance wi l l  k n ow when 
they're asked questi o ns i n  this H o use, a l ittle bit of 
forthrightness, a l ittle bit of candour would hel p .  

I ' m  merely suggestin g  to the M i n ister ask i n g  the 
quest ion that hereafter, would i t  not be better practice 
to answer that type of question in the House i nstead of 
dodgi n g  it, as the M i n ister d i d  the other day, and 
a l lowing the F i rst M i n ister to m ake this statement 
outside of the H ouse, a statement that is s ign if icant 
for the f inancia l  and fiscal p l a n n i ng of this p rovi nce? 

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker ,  the part i c u l a r  
i nformat ion that I provided this morn i ng is n ot i n for­
m at ion that I carry aro u n d  in my head without look ing 
at  n u m bers. There's 339. 7 m i l l ion  on EPF,  there's 
480.1 m i l l i on on Equal izat ion ,  there's 819.8 m i l l ion  for 
the next year in total. We can go throu gh those 
n u mbers again but, Mr. S peaker, if  the Member for 
Turtle M o u ntai n real ly wanted that i nformation ,  I 
could have had it for h i m  here yesterday if he would 
have g iven me half-an-hour's n otice so I could have 
that detai led i nformat ion  avai lab le  for h i m .  I gave that 
detai led i nformat ion this morn i n g  at the earl i est pos­
sib le opportu nity. 

MR. l YON: Mr. S peaker, to rem i n d  the Honourable 
M i n ister of F i nance, the or ig ina l  question was asked 
some days ago of the M i n ister of F i nance and he said 
at that t ime he could not g ive the f igure, or  words to 
that effect. We' l l  check Hansard. 

The po int at issue is this, Mr .  S peaker, to get back to 
the f i rst quest ion ,  can the M i n ister of F in ance confirm 
today what the F i rst M i n ister a l legedly said in the 
spea k i ng notes that he used when he spoke to the 
Brandon Chamber of Com merce on Wednesday, 
March 17, wherei n  he said, "Yet Manitoba is sti l l  go ing 
to suffer at  least $100 m i l l i o n  in  federal cutbacks," and 
he can take i t  as havi ng  been said in the context of 
1982-83 federal reven u es to Manitoba are to be so and 
so. Can the M i n ister conf irm that statement made by 
the F i rst M i n ister last Wednesday in  B randon to the 
B randon Chamber of Commerce? 

MR. SCHROEDER: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker. I can 
confirm that the F irst M i n ister did i ndeed make that 
statement. I can also confirm the answer that I pre­
viously gave which had a n u m ber of specif ics in i t  
regardi n g  the populat ion adjustment. I t  had the spe-
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cities regard i n g  the budget proposals and it is a n  
Est imate. W e  expect that w e  have, w e  hope that we 
have defi n itely come close to reco u p i n g  up to $60 
m i l l i on that we would have lost had we had that 
g overnment i n  office doing the negotiat ing  s ince 
November. That is what was on the table when we 
took office. 

Now we've come a long way for Manitobans. We 
haven't come as far as we would l i ke. We would l ike a 
m u ch larger concession from the Federal Govern­
ment. We can go through that again .  

W e  would prefer t o  reta in  the p revious system of 
equa l izat ion payments and establ ished program 
f inance payments. I f  we can't have that, then we 
would prefer the agreement that the F i rst M i n isters 
arrived at, at thei r  conference last month and if we 
can't have that, then the five-prov i n ce average is cer­
ta i n l y  better than the proposed Ontario formu l a  which 
was on  the table in Novem ber of 1981. I don't know 
how I can make it more c lear to the Leader of the 
O pposition that we have m ade some progress, but we 
haven't made enough. 

MR. LYON: Mr. S peaker, without in any way want ing 
to  get  i nto m y  honourable fr iend's powers of persua­
sion or  powers of negotiation which would be a topic 
in  itself, can the M i n ister s i m ply  conf irm that the 
statem ent that the Fi rst M i n ister made to the B randon 
Cha m ber of  Commerce, Wednesday n i ght last, of  the 
$100 m i l l i on-shortfal l  i n  federal funds is a true state­
ment? - ( I nterject ion)- Can I then d i rect my ques­
t ion ,  S i r, to the F irst M i n ister a n d  say, can the F i rst 
M i n ister conf irm that the statement that he made to 
the B randon Chamber of Commerce, Wedn esday 
n i ght last, yet Manitoba is sti l l  go ing to suffer at least 
$100 m i l l i o n  i n  federal cutbacks, w i l l  the F i rst M i n ister 
merely conf irm that statement is true accordi n g  to the 
best k nowledge that he has? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F irst M i n ister. 

HON. HOWARD R. PAWLEY (Selkirk}: Mr. Speaker, 
the statement that I made in B randon is not i nconsist­
e nt with the statements that have been on n umerous 
occasions p revi o usly based upon the est imates of o u r  
d iscuss ions of a few weeks ago. Mr .  S peaker, what I 
am notin g  is some sensitivity on the part of the O ppo­
sit ion to p u b l ic d iscussion outside this Cha mber. Let 
me ment ion ,  Mr. Speaker, that although the O pposi­
tion whi l e  they were in government may have avoided 
p u b l ic  d iscussion outside this Chamber, this govern­
ment does not i ntend to avoid  pub l ic  discussi o n  out­
side this Cha mber. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease, order please. Order 
p lease. 

The H onourable Leade r  of the O pposit ion .  

MR. LYON: Mr.  Speaker, after that d isplay of "l ittle 
wet henism," I wonder i f  the F irst M i n ister would not 
conf irm to the H o use, Mr. S peaker, an d  would he not 
confirm that it is good practice for the H ouse when a 
M i n ister of the Crown is asked a quest ion i n  the H ouse 
that he should attem pt to answer i t  in the House rather 
than to not answer i t  and then have the answer g iven 
outside of the H ouse? That was the po int of quest ion .  
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MR. PAWLEY: I don't real ly  k now what a l l  the ado is  
by the Leader of the O pposit ion .  The i nformation that, 
i ndeed , I provided to the Brandon Chamber of Com­
merce is  i nformation that I understand has been pub­
l ic ly com mented upon for some ti me. I say to the 
Leader of the Opposit ion,  it i ndeed would be good 
p ractice if  members across the way want i n formation 
a particular day of detai led nature to provide advanced 
notice to the M i n ister so that the M i n ister can i ndeed 
provide that i nformation in the H ouse on  the day that 
the quest ion is posed so that the Leader of the O ppo­
s it ion may very well wish to d iscuss with his col­
leagues if they are anxious to receive i nformat ion  on  
the p recise day that the question is  posed of  provid i n g  
the courtesy of s o m e  advanced notice to the M i n ister 
i nvolved. 

MR.LYON: M r. S peaker, I thank  the F i rst M i n ister for 
his commentary. I can assure him that we w i l l  a lways 
attem pt to show whatever courtesy we can in that 
regard because from t ime to t ime honourable members 
of the govern ment when they were in O pposit ion ,  
where they w i l l  be agai n before too long,  f rom t ime to 
t ime showed that courtesy to us and it's appreciated. 

The point of the quest ion very s i m ply though, M r. 
S peaker, is this, and I woul d  request without carry i ng 
the matter any further, that the Fi rst M i n ister read 
Hansard of the last few days to see the po int of the 
quest ion and would  he not conf irm as a general pro­
position  that it is better practice for statements of that 
nature to be made i n  the H ouse, part icularly when the 
question has previously been asked and the answer 
denied in the House? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Energy 
and M ines. 

HON. WILSON PARASIUK (Transcona): M r. Speaker, 
on  March 2,  I was asked by members oppos ite, the 
Member for Fort Garry and I bel ieve the Member  for 
Turtle Mounta in ,  to i n d icate whether in fact the p re­
v ious government had i ndeed made statements out­
s ide the H ouse when i n  fact they could have been 
made in the House. I was asked to look i nto that and 
p rovide some documentation on my statement that 
they in fact had made statements outside of the House 
when they should have made them in the H ouse and I 
d idn 't have that much t ime to do that much research 
on this ,  Mr. Speaker, but a quick l ook at 1978 Hansard 
i nd icates that there were four i n stances with i n  the 
period of about a month-and-a-half. 

Mr. Speaker, the f i rst one occurred on Monday, May 
29, 1978, when I raised the matter of pr iv i lege. It was 
Parasiuk from Transcona rais ing a matter of pr iv i lege 
with respect to the former M i n ister of I n dustry and 
Com merce. I raised the matter of pr iv i lege and that I 
had, at that t i me, been ask i n g  questions i n  Est i mates 
about the future role of Leaf Rapids.  I had received no 
i nformation with in  Est imates, and yet I found that the 
M i n i ster at that t ime and that govern ment had issued a 
press release to the press just p rior to that Est imates' 
meeti ng ,  M r. Speaker, and I wasn't able to get i n for­
mation  from h i m  even though he had issued a press 
release outside the House. I raised that as a matter of 
p riv i lege. It is  documented; it's on  page 2767 of 
Hansard. 
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Then,  Mr .  Speaker, on M ay 10, 1978, M r. McBryde 
raised the m atter of pr iv i lege. It appears some t ime 
yesterday that the M i n ister of Northern Affairs i n  the 
Conservative government made an announcement 
outside the House in regard to the Northern Youth 
Employment Program, M r. Speaker. There's another 
i n stance that is  documented, Mr. S peaker; it's on  page 
1999. 

Mr.  Speaker, on Thursday, July 13, 1978, Mr .  Des­
jardins raised a po int of pr iv i lege with the then M i n is­
ter of Health regard i n g  the questions that he had been 
rais i n g  in quest ion period and he found out that he 
wasn't gett i n g  answers in the H ouse, but there was a 
press statement that had been made outside the 
House. The date of that, M r. S peaker, was Thursday, 
July 13, 1978, page 5044, Mr. S peaker. 

Mr. Speaker, on  June 23, 1978, M r. G reen raised a 
question of pr iv i lege i n  that he had been asking the 
g overnment whether i n  fact the M i n ister of Educat ion 
at  that t ime was going to  br ing  i n  legislation regard i n g  
publ ic ly-supported pr ivate schools. He was gett ing  
no  answers from m e m bers of  the Conservative 
govern ment at that t ime,  Mr. Speaker, and he found 
out that a b i l l  was i ntroduced, but pr ior to the i ntro­
duct ion ,  a press release had been handed out to the 
press. He had been asked questions by the press. M r. 
S peaker. I f ind  this  feigned i n d ig nation on the part of 
the Conservative government rather surpris i ng,  Mr .  
Speaker, i n  the l ight of the documentation I've brought 
to them.  

MR. LYON: Mr.  Speaker, now that we have had some 
i n d ication that the government has some g l i m mer of 
understand i n g  of the usual courtesies that apply i n  
the H ouse with respect t o  i n format ion being g iven 
when the quest ion i s  asked, can we have a conf irm a­
t ion from the F irst M i n i ster without h i m  gett ing  his 
feathers a l l  wet again that he wi l l  i nstruct the members 
of the Treasury Bench to obey the rule, Mr. S peaker, 
that the M i n ister of Energy and M ines seems to be all a 
flutter about a l l  of a sudden. 

MR. PAWLEY: Mr. S peaker, I want to assure the 
Leader of the Opposit ion that I w i l l  i n deed i n struct the 
members of the Treasury Board to avoid  at a l l  costs 
the k ind  of precedent that was establ ished during the 
four years of the previous govern ment i n  the Province 
of Man itoba, and we' l l  do our utmost. There wi l l  be 
t ime to t ime,  Mr .  Speaker, when i ndeed there wi l l  be 
i n d iscret ion ,  whether it be across the way or  on  this  
s ide,  that does occur, but we wi l l  do our best to m i n im­
ize  the type of conduct that was just descri bed so wel l 
by the M i n ister of Energy. 

MR. L.R. (Bud) SHERMAN (Fort Garry): Mr.  Speaker, 
can the M i n i ster of M i nes and E nergy assure the 
House that he is  spen d i n g  some of his time work i n g  
on  the a luminum s melter, on  the Western Power G r i d ,  
on  the Potash Project and other major economic 
enterprises of  that k i n d  for  the people of Man itoba, 
i n stead of spending all of it thumbing  through o ld  
issues of  Hansard and amusing h i mself with counter­
i n g  debate in this Chamber on a superf ic ia l  level? It's 
more i mportant, M r. Speaker, that he devote part of 
his time - if  he's overworked, then perhaps the F i rst 
M i n ister would create an additional post in the Cabinet 
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and have one M i n ister appointed s imp ly  to readi n g  
o ld Hansards and dea l i n g  w i t h  those issues wh i le  t h e  
M i n ister o f  M i nes and E nergy gets down to deal i ng 
with the i m portant bus i ness at hand for the people of 
Man itoba. 

MR. PARASIUK: I 'd l i ke to g ive an answer to that 
nonquestion, Mr .  Speaker, w h i ch went on for about 
two m i nutes. I was respon d i n g  d irectly to a question 
that had been raised by the former M i n i ster of Health 
in regard to his past i n d iscret ions or  any other i n d i s­
cret ions on the part of the former Conservative 
govern ment. I persona l ly  d id n't s pend any t ime do ing 
th is .  I on ly  had someone look at about  one month  of 
activity of the p revious government. Mr. Speaker, hav­
i ng fou n d  four very clear examples I decided that I 'd  
have to br ing  i n  a crane with a l l  the documentat ion 
showing a l l  the past abu ses of pr iv i leges of the H ouse 
by the past Conservative govern ment, and I decided 
to make my point b ut not bring in al l  the docu menta­
t ion showing all of their  i n d iscretions. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Mem ber for St. 
Norbert. 

MR. G.W.J. (Gerry) MERCIER (St. Norbert): M r. 
Speaker, my question is to the F irst M i n ister. M r. 
S peaker, i n  view of the decis ion of the City of Win­
n i peg Executive Committee to recommend to City 
Counci l ,  next Wednesday, a 15.3 percent i ncrease i n  
property tax rates, cost ing the average W i n n i peg 
homeowner approxi matel y  $95, i n  v iew of the Win­
n i peg School  Board Div is ion's i ncrease of $95 for the 
average taxpayer in the City of W i n n i peg School D iv­
is ion,  and i n  view of NOP School Trustee's A n dy 
Robertson's statement that the Prov inc ia l  Govern­
ment is  g iv ing with the one hand and taking with the 
other, would the F i rst M i n ister now admit  that he 
m isled the people of M an itoba when he  guaranteed 
that the NOP party wou ld  ease the property tax 
b u rden if elected? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable F irst M i n ister. 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, i f  the former M i n ister 
would have l i stened to the statement by the M i n ister 
for U rban Affairs when the M i n i ster of U rban Affairs 
out l i ned to th is  House, the g rants and the assistance 
that was i ndeed being p rovided to the City of Win­
n i peg, a level of assistance that I am q u ite proud of in  
v iew of the def ic i t  that we h ave i n h erited from the 
previous government and the f iscal  transfer of cut­
backs that we've spoken of earl ier  this morn ing ,  and 
com pare that with the k i nd of i n c reases that were 
provided in '78, '79 and '80, this government i n deed 
has done a reasonably good job u nder very very d iffi­
cult c i rcumstances of ensur ing that there be not an 
u ndue b u rden p laced upon the ratepayers of the C ity 
of W i n n i peg at th is  t ime.  

MR. MERCIER: M r. S peaker, the fact remai n s  that the 
NOP party m is led the peop le  of Man i toba in  thei r 
promises l ast fal l .  

My s u pplementary q uestion ,  Mr .  Speaker, i s  t o  the 
M i n ister of F inance. In view of the Premier's state­
ments t h at taxes w i l l  be i ncreas i n g  th is  year in M a n i-

toba, can he conf irm the advice that he apparently 
gave to Peter Warren of CJOB that taxes, i nc lud ing  
sales tax, shou ld  be increased i n  the  first year of  their  
government in the hopes that people wi l l  forget about 
the increase by the t ime of the next elect ion.  

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable M i n ister of F i nance. 

MR. SCHROEDER: Mr.  Speaker, we had a very s im­
i lar  q uestion yesterday morn ing. I explained to people  
who,  a l though they've been i n  g overnment for  four  
years, don't seem to k n ow that  B u dget i nformat ion 
doesn't get out  before B udget day .  I w i l l  tel l them 
aga i n ,  that i s  a fact; on  B u dget day you w i l l  f ind  out  
what, i f  any ,  tax  changes there w i l l  be i n  the Provi nce 
of Manitoba. 

MR. MERCIER: Mr.  S peaker, I wasn't ask i n g  the 
member how much the taxes would be i n c reased, I 
was asking h i m  to confirm h i s  advice that the taxes 
shou ld  be i ncreased in the f i rst year so that the voters 
w i l l  forget about their  actions by the t ime of the next 
elect ion .  

MR. SCHROEDER: Thank you , Mr .  Speaker. That 
was advice that was g iven to me by a news broadcas­
ter and it was advice that he thought was sens ible.  If 
the Member for St. Norbert views that as sensib le 
advice then let  h im stand up and so say.  I f  he feels that 
it  i s  not sensi b le  advice let h i m  do with it  whatever he 
chooses to do. 
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MR. MERCIER: Mr.  S peaker, I woul d  u rge then the 
M i n ister of F inance to do what we d id  when we were 
elected and that was to reduce taxes in Manitoba. 

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. S peaker, I ,  u n l ike  the M i n is­
ter of Energy and M ines, don't have a l l  the Hansards 
before me, b ut I refer the former Attorney-General to 
the d iscussions we had about the h u ge and i nequita­
ble tax i ncreases to the poeple in R iver East School 
D iv is ion because of the fact that govern ment wanted 
to set up and sh ift the tax b urden from those who have 
l i tt le - sh ift from the rich to the poor. That's what 
happened. They put the tax burden on  those who had 
less; that's what they were do ing .  I would  refer h i m  
a n d  the former F i rst M i n ister t o  t h e  changes i n  Prop­
erty Tax Credits and Cost-of-livin g  Credits wh ich  put 
thousands of sen ior  citizens in a posit ion where they 
received less in those credits, where they put thou­
sands of people who were farmers and low-wage 
earners in a posit ion where they were receivi ng  less i n  
credits. That i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  govern ment they h ad ,  and 
for that  member to stand u p  i n  th is  H ouse th is  morn­
ing and suggest they were loweri n g  taxes, that is 
absurd. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. I 'm not s u re that 
mem bers are us ing q uestion period for its proper 
p urpose. I woul d  ask members to consider that 
matter. 

MR. MERCIER: M r. Speaker, i n  v iew of the fact that 
n umerous taxes were i n  fact decreased by o u r  
government and i n  view of t h e  fact that approxi matel y  
f ive of a l l  o f  the school d iv is ions i n  Man i toba taxes 
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went u p  l ast year and a l l  of the others went down, is he  
now taking the position that a l l  school divisions in  
Manitoba should have a decrease in  education taxes 
this year and,  if so, when is he going to i m plement 
that instead of giving on the one hand and taking on  
the  other as  they've done in the Win nipeg School 
Division, resu lting in the massive tax increase that 
taxpayers and average taxpayers in the City of Winni­
peg are facing this year? 

MR. SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, it goes without say­
ing that I fu l ly  support the p roposal put forth to this 
H ouse by the Minister of Education within the last few 
weeks for education financing in  the Province of 
Manitoba. I believe it was an excellent proposal; it was 
the best that we could do u nder the very difficult  
circu m stances left to us by that group when they left 
office. We're fortunate in  this province that they did 
leave office before things got even worse. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. I wonder if I might 
interrupt the proceedings j ust for a moment to intro­
d uce two school groups in  the gal lery. 

We have with us 26 students of G rades 5 and 6 
standing from the Shamrock School .  The students 
are u n der the direction of M r. Tony Rodrigues. The 
school is in  the constituency of the Honou rable 
Mem ber for Niakwa. 

There are also 45 students of G rade 10 and 11 
standing from Miles Macdon n e l l  Col legiate. The stu­
dents are u n der the direction of Mr. B u gera and M r. 
Peters. The school is in the constituency of the Hon­
ourable Minister of Finance. 

On behalf of al l  the members, we welcome you here 
this morning. 

The Honourable Member for Pembina.  

MR. DONALD ORCHARD {Pembina): Thank you, 
M r. S peaker. My question is for the Minister responsi­
ble for the M anitoba Telephone System: has the Min­
ister had the opportu nity since March 11 to m ake 
himself aware of the press release put out by the M LA 
for Thompson regarding television service? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Com­
m u nity Services. 

HON. LEONARD S. EVANS (Brandon East): Mr.  
Speaker, I sti l l  haven't read the honourable member's 
press release, but I can advise the Member for Pem­
bina,  the former Minister responsible for MTS, that in 
response to his question about satellite dishes in 
Thompson, that the MTS is in  the process of providing 
those pieces of equipment to a customer, namely the 
cable operator in  Thompso n .  

I might a lso add, M r. S peaker, an answer t o  another 
question that the honourable mem ber asked me a 
coup le  of days ago with regard to MTS acquiring new 
office space either by p u rchase or  construction ,  and I 
can advise the m e m ber that there are p reliminary dis-
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cussions going on ,  and there wil l  be contin uing dis­
cussions conducted in the next few weeks, the next 
few months. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker. I 'm pleased 
with now that the Minister k n ows he instructed MTS 
to instal l  a second dish in  Thom pson for the receipt of 
US SatCom signals ,  and in view of the fact that the 
Minister yesterday indicated he had no new agree­
ment or arrangement with the Federal Department of 
Commu nications or the Federal Minister, wil l  the Min­
ister now formal l y  endorse the open-skies policy 
along with the nine other provinces that are adher­
ence to that open-sky policy in regards to the TVRO 
satel lite dish ownership issue? 

MR. EVANS: Mr.  Speaker, we're interested with get­
ting  on with the job  of responding to the needs of 
people  a l l  over Manitoba, and the people in N orthern 
Manitoba, including Thompson and Flin F lon,  have 
certain desires in the case of television sig nals.  MTS 
in  accordance with its long-standing policy, is pre­
pared to supply  equipment to cable operators in this 
province and they, as a major utility, are simply  in  the 
process of supplying that equipment and we are 
simp ly  doing as we said d u ring the election cam­
paig n ,  that we wou ld support the cable operators in  
thei r  desire to  supp ly  the needs of the people  in  those 
comm unities. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, M r. Speaker. Certain ly ,  
M r. Speaker, we on  this side of the House as when we 
were in  govern ment, endorse that freedom of choice 
for Northern Manitobans and we had made very defin­
itive arrangements to accommodate that, and that is 
the n at u re of my questions for the Minister today and 
specifical ly which he didn't  answer. 

Is he prepared to endorse the open-skies policy of 
the previous administration and nine other provincial 
governments? 

Secondly ,  has he  to date made that representation 
to the Federal Minister as in  reference to the Federal 
Minister's December 31 press release on  the liberali­
zation of the ownership of these television receive­
on ly  dishes? Has the Minister com m u nicated the p ro­
vince's endorsation of the open-skies policy? 

No. 2 ,  the p rovince's dissatisfaction with the scope 
of the l ibera lization of the ownership policies 
annou nced by his federal cou nterpart on Decem ber 
31? That q u estion I posed to the Minister on  M arch 11 
and he  u ndertook to investigate it. Has he  com m u ni­
cated with the Federal Govern ment indicating his dis­
satisfaction,  the p rovince's dissatisfaction with that 
policy change by the Federal Government? 

MR. EVANS: Mr.  Speaker, I don't k now whether I can 
answer that honourable member's q uestion because 
I'm not q uite c lear on  what the honourable mem ber's 
open-skies policy has been p recisely. It 's a rather 
vague term and I don't k now whether we can debate 
or answer questions that do hinge on  rather vague 
generalizations. 

So I sim p ly say, M r. S peaker, our job is to serve the 
needs of the people of Manitoba. Apart from any pol­
icy p ronouncements or  positions that the honourable 
mem ber had taken in  the past, we are proceeding with 
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the job of look ing after the people i n  N orthern 
Man itoba. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Health.  

HON. LAURENT DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): M r. 
Speaker, on March 1 6  I was asked a question  by the 
Honourable Member for R h i neland and again the 
same question by the Member for Fort Garry yester­
day, that is in regard to the a m b ul ance at the s hoot ing 
at  the M o ntca l m  Hotel on  Saturday the 13th. Th is  is  the 
i nformation that  was obtained f rom the A m b ulance 
Central D ispatch. 

The a m b ulance from W i n n i peg A m b u lance Servi­
ces arrived at the scene at 1 2:23 a.m. and i m mediately 
took the patient to the V ictoria General Hospita l  arriv­
ing there in fou r m i nutes or at 1 2:27 a.m. Su bse­
q uently,  the patient was transferred to the St. Bon i­
face Genera l  Hospital. Th is  transfer took 1 2  m i n utes. 
T hat is, they left the Victoria H osp ital at 1 :29 a.m.  and 
arrived at  the St. Boniface H ospital at  1 :41  a. m .  

T h e  fol lowing i n formation was obtai ned from the 
Victoria General H ospital ,  E mergency Department. 
The patient was transferred from the Victoria General 
H osp ital to the St. Boniface Hospital because the 
attend ing  physic ian was of the op in ion  that the 
patient req u i red c hest surgery i nvolvi ng  the use of 
equ ipment that is  located in  the St .  Boniface H ospital 
and usual ly  u sed for open-heart surgery. The Victoria 
Hospital does not have this part icu lar  equ i pment. 

MR. SHERMAN: I thank the Honourable M i n ister for 
that i nformat ion ,  Mr .  S peaker. I 'd l i ke to take it  u n der  
consideration over the course of the next day or two. I 
have no i m mediate q uestion fol lowing from h i s  i n for­
mation ,  but wh i le  I'm on  my feet I would l ike to ask the 
M i n ister whether he  can conf irm that 1 1 5  of 1 50 doc­
tors i n  Western Man i toba w i l l  be c los ing the i r  offices 
on  Monday? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Mr.  Speaker, I 'm sure that the 
honourable mem ber k n ows as much as I do. I don't 
get any i nformation  other than what was in the paper 
about that. I read the same statement: I wasn't g iv ing 
any i n formation by the MMA.  

MR. SHERMAN: Mr.  Speaker, can the M i n i ster then 
advise whether, on  the basis of  that k ind  of  i nd ication 
and certa in ly  the Manitoba Health Services Com m is­
sion m ust be mon itor ing those k inds of ind ications. if  
there are any conti ngency p lans that are i ntended by 
the government or  by the commission to protect 
patients against any d i ff icu lties that arise from that 
k ind  of action? 

MR. DESJARDINS: Wel l ,  M r. S peaker, it w i l l  be moni­
tored when once i t 's  h appened. As far as the mon itor­
ing the standards, I feel that it  is the responsi b i l ity of 
the Col lege of Physicians.  I've had d iscussion with 
them yesterday and I wrote them a letter and we've 
been i n  commun icat ion  with them i n  asking them to 
mon itor the standard; to m ake sure that the standard 
are h i g h  qua l ity, do not suffer and we're gett ing  f u l l  
co-operation from them. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. 
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The t ime of Oral Quest ions having exp i red, The 
Honourable G overnment H ouse Leader. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

HON. ROLAND PENNER (Fort Rouge): Mr.  Speaker, 
would you call B i l l  No. 4 please? 

ADJOURNED DEBATES ON 
SECOND READING 

BILL. NO. 4 - AN ACT TO AMEND 
THE GARAGE KEEPERS ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: B i l l  No.  4, on the p roposed motion of 
the Honourable the Attorney-General .  B i l l  N o. 4 was 
adjourned by the Honourable Member for Pembina.  

The Member for Pembina.  

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr.  Speaker, i n  perus­
i n g  B i l l  No.  4 we have some concerns as were menti­
oned briefly by the M LA for St .  Norbert on  the secon d  
section o f  that B i l l ,  namely t h e  repeal i n g  o f  the 
requ i rement opposed to The Garage Keepers Act in a 
or a n u m ber of conspicuous p laces i n  a part icu lar  
garage. It  is  o u r  i n formation, M r. S peaker, that recent 
amendments m ade with i n  the l ast year or  two to The 
Garage Keepers Act  have been most benefic ia l  to  the 
consumer ing publ ic ;  to the people  avai l i n g  them­
selves of services in the garages t h roughout the Prov­
i nce of Manitoba. A repeal i n g  of the requ i rement to 
host that act is  in our view a step in the wrong d i rec­
t ion.  We see no need for repeal i n g  of that requ i rement 
and i n deed we see some su bstant ia l  d ifficu l ties with 
repea l i ng that requ i rement of post ing .  T h is new 
govern ment and part icu larly the Attorney-General ,  
who i s  I bel ieve a member of the M a n itoba Associ a­
t ion of R i g hts and L i berties has made some s i g n if i­
cant statements and some frequent statements on  h i s  
des i re t o  provide i n formation ,  o p e n  government ;  t o  b e  
i n  touch w i t h  the cit izens of Man itoba; to make them 
aware of what the government can or cannot do;  to 
make the general p u b l i c  of Man i toba aware of their 
r ights and their  protections u nder the statutes of 
Manitoba. 

Here in one of the very f i rst b i l l s  that this Attorney­
General  i ntroduces and th is  new government i ntro­
d u ces, we see them with the background of wanting 
to i ncrease the ava i lab i l ity of i nformation to Manito­
bans, we them attempt ing to remove a req u i rement 
which provides Man itobans with i nformation as to 
their r ights in dea l i n g  with certai n  com merc ia l  opera­
tions in the Provin ce of M a n itoba. We find that a very 
strange d ivergence from the p u b l i c  p ronouncements 
by the Attorney-Genera l  and by mem bers of h i s  
government a s  to the desirabi l ity o f  having g reater 
p u b l i c  i nformation being m ade avai lab le to the people  
of Manitoba. 

This raises some addit ional  concerns. Maybe th is  
f i rst p iece of  legis lat ion i s  i ndeed an i n d ication  that 
the Attorney-General and h is  govern ment  w i l l  be 
attempt ing  to q u i et ly and t h ro u g h  amendments such  
as  we have i n  the deletion of the requ i rement of post­
i n g  of the Act, The G arage Keepers Act, depr ive i n  
some s m a l l  way Manitobans the avai lab i l ity o f  i n for­
mation to Manitobans. Then poss ib ly  come before 
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th is  H ouse a year from now i n  the next sess ion per­
chance and say that Man itobans do not have avai lable 
i nformation ;  thei r r ights are being not f u l ly u n der­
stood; their  pr iv i leges u nder the statues of the prov­
i nce are not well enough known. I am concerned that 
at that poi nt in t ime. the Attorney-General and th is  
new government may make a major  move i n  creati n g  
a new department and a n e w  bu reaucracy i n  the 
government along the l i nes of a government p u b l ic 
i nformation service where they w i l l  h ave a referral 
service on matters of concern to Man itobans; they w i l l  
staff it  with a n u m ber o f  people t o  provide i nformation 
on  the statutes avai lable.  They wil l  justify this move by 
now delet ing  a req ui rement to provide i nformation to 
Manitobans, turn around some year later and say 
i nformation is not avai lab le therefore we m ust create 
a brand new department to ass u re that Man itobans 
have that information. 

I t  i s  unnecessary to do that because the onus and 
the cost of prov id ing  post i n g  of The Garage Keepers 
Act in conspicuous p laces throughout the various 
esta b l ish ments, so req u i red to do so u nder the pres­
ent statute, is  not onerous. The statutes are not costly. 
It 's not as i f  it  is  a m ulti-thousand-dol lar i n vestment by 
the garage keepers in the Province of M a n itoba. I t  is  a 
very very smal l  i nvestment. It is an i n vestment, Mr .  
Speaker, I s u bmit  that a l l  garage keepers can wel l  
afford i n  Man itoba. It  is  of i m portance to them as wel l 
because The Garage Keepers Act is n ot a one-way 
Act. It  is for the protection of both consumers and 
garage keepers. 

I f ind  this an extremely strange move for th is 
Attorney-General, th is  govern ment, who have e n u n­
ciated on n u merous occas ions their  des i re to keep 
Man itobans i n formed; to provide open government; 
to p rovide i nformation and Acts as to govern ment; to 
make sure that Manitobans are aware of their  r ig hts i n  
the Province o f  Manitoba. woul d  now - a s  I said 
earl ier in  one of i ts very f i rst pieces of leg is lat ion 
delete a very usef u l  and l ongsta n d i ng practice of hav­
i n g  The Garage Keepers Act posted in the garages 
throughout the Prov ince of Man itoba to i nform the 
pub l ic  of their legis lative r ights u nder that Act. 

I t h i n k  the Attorney-General and his government 
w i l l  have some g reat deal of d i fficu lty in j ustify ing why 
they are delet ing  that req u i rement and in effect 
depriv ing  Manitobans of i nformation that is  readi ly  
avai lable ;  avai lab le at  very very m i n i ma l  cost to  the 
garage keepers for their  protection and for the protec­
tion of their  consumers. 

That is our major concern in B i l l  No. 4 is  why t h is 
govern ment preac h i n g  on the one hand greater 
access, g reater i n formation to Man itobans is  in the 
process through th is  amend ment of depr iv ing Manit­
obans from thei r right to access to certa in  i nformation 
conta ined in The Garage Keepers Act. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General .  

MR. PENNER: Mr.  Speaker. the Honourable Member 
for St. Norbert and now the Honourable Member for 
Pem bina, I th ink ,  have m isconceived what i ndeed was 
p roposed, namely, to get r id of a perfectly useless 
i noperative provision and I t h i n k  there's no  point in 
mainta in ing  in statutes archaic th i ngs which have 
proved to be ineffective. 
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H owever, I wish to thank them for express i n g  a 
concern that I 'm  prepared to accom modate, namely,  
that for what i s  now - although they haven't admitted 
- that an i n effective method of communicat ing rig hts 
to persons agai nst whom a l ien m ay be c la i med or, i n  
fact, is  being c la imed,  I 'm p repared t o  acco m m odate 
that concern, and that I ' m  deeply concerned that 
people be made aware of the i r  r ig hts by br ing ing  i n  at 
committee stage an a mend ment,  or an addit ional  fea­
t u re of th is  b i l l ,  that w i l l  replace the proposal to 
remove the post ing of the notice, wh ich as I say and 
said i n  openi ng,  has p roved to be i n effective with the 
requ i rement that before a l ien can become effective 
the garage keeper m ust g ive a s i mp le  written notice to 
the actual  person agai nst whom the l ien is  being 
c la imed. And I wi l l  be p repared to d iscuss that in  
committee with the H onourable Member for St .  N or­
bert and the honourable members opposite, and I 
t h i n k  that would be a constructive way of dea l i n g  with 
what I agree is  a problem. 

I j ust want to make it c lear that the notion ,  that there 
was some h idden k ind  of move i n  rem oving th is  
archaic provis ion,  is  s imp ly  nonsense and I would  
hope that the mem bers opposite, as  we go through 
th is sitt ing of  the House, become more constructive; 
rather than say ing ,  wel l  what k i n d  of h idden manoeu­
vre i s  this? That's not part icu larly he lpfu l .  

What w e  were d o i n g ,  and what I was p roposi ng  a n d  
I am propos ing ,  a s  I say, is  t o  take o u t  someth ing  that 
has i n  the fu l lness of t ime proved to be i n effective. 
When is the last t ime that anyone has actual ly  seen i n  
a garage - and there are s o  few o f  them left i n  any 
event - a notice u nder The Garage Keepers' Act? 
You j ust don't find them anymore. N ow what I t h i n k  I 
w i l l  b r i n g  i n ,  and as I say, I thank  the members for 
raising th is  issue, i s  an amend ment at committee 
stage so we can d iscuss someth ing constructive. 

F i n al ly ,  with respect to the point raised by the Hon­
o u rable Mem ber for Pemb i n a  about the commun ica­
tion of i nformation ,  I t h i n k  that is  tremendously 
i mportant to f ind  the ways and means in w h ich I 'm 
not tal k i n g  a bout the k ind of propaganda we saw too 
m u c h  of, part icu larly in 1981 .  from the then g overn­
ment to provide straightforward, objective, non­
op in ionated i n formation a bout r ights u n der statutes 
to the people who need that i nformation the most i n  
the best way. What I ' m  now saying i s, that t h e  best way 
is not the old form of notice, but a written notice 
han ded to the person against whom a l ien may be 
c la i med. A n d  so, too, we w i l l  be looking as was noted 
in the T h rone Speech at the possi b i l ity, and at the 
moment it 's o n ly a poss i b i l ity, of better methods of 
oral communication to those people with respect to 
whom written i nformation,  even in a stra ightforward 
way, does not adeq uately commun icate to them the 
r ights and remedies which they ought to have. But  
that  is  a matter for  future consideration.  

So in closing debate, Mr .  S peaker, and urging pas­
sage at Second Read i n g  and i nto Committee I w i l l  be 
br ing ing  i nto the comm ittee stage a p roposal that we 
can d iscuss, and I ' m  sure we' l l  come to a consensus 
as to a form of n otice w h i ch wi l l  be effective rather 
than the present i neffective posted notice. 

MOTION presented and carried. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable H ouse Leader. 

MR. PENNER: M r. Speaker, would you ca l l  the Pro­
posed Mot ion,  B i l l  No. 5, stand i n g  in the name of Mr.  
Mercier. 

BILL NO. 5 - AN ACT TO AMEND 
THE LAW OF PROPERTY ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Member for St. 
Norbert. 

MR. MERCIER: Mr.  S peaker, th is  b i l l ,  of course, 
merely g i ves to the cou nty c o u rt the j u risd ict ion with 
respect to part it ion and sale that the Queen's Bench 
has in those areas. So, M r. S peaker, it  i s  a worthwhi le  
amendment to The Law of Property Act in  order to 
avoid extra proceedings or extra expense to the l it­
igants, M r. Speaker, i n  matri monia l  proceedings.  

I t h i n k ,  Mr .  Speaker, what it  does do thoug h  i s  raise 
the larger issue, the l arger issue being that of the 
possi ble amalgamation of the Court of Queen's Bench 
and the cou nty court i nto one tr ial  d iv is ion in Mani­
toba,  rather than mainta i n i n g  two separate tr ia l  d iv i­
s ions i n  the prov ince. 

I want to use this o p port u n ity, Mr .  S peaker, to br ing 
to the attent ion of the Attorney-General i f  he  i s  not 
a l ready aware, that l ast spr ing I did refer to the Law 
Reform Commission the question of the poss ib le  
merger of  the county court with the Court of Queen's 
Bench.  The Law Reform Com m ission is embarked 
upon a comp rehensive review of that q uesti o n  in con­
j u n ct ion and in ful l  consu ltat ion with the Bar Associa­
t ion and the Law Society, and did indeed, I bel ieve last 
fal l ,  make trips out to various po ints in rural Manitoba 
to d iscuss the i ssue with local bar associations and 
person s  who may be affected by such merger in order 
to o btai n their v iews and i mpressions and concerns, 
Mr .  Speaker. There w i l l  be concern in the rura l  areas, 
Mr. Speaker, with respect to ma inta i n i n g  a resident 
j udge i f  such a merger i s  to be recom mended, and I 
woul d  u rge the M i n ister, when he receives that report, 
Mr. Speaker, to consider that aspect very carefu l ly. 

As part of that referral to the Law Reform Com m is­
s ion on th is  whole question of amalgamation of the 
Court of Queen's Bench and county court, Mr .  
S peaker, I also br ing  to the attent ion of the Attorney­
General that I asked h i m  to very seriously consider 
the area of Smal l  Claims Court services and g ive con­
s iderat ion  to an i m p roved train i n g  p rogram for c lerks 
who n ow hear those types of cases. I ask them to 
consider, M r. S peaker, i n  v iew of the expense, a n  
ever- increas i ng expense of l it igat ion ,  Mr .  S peaker, an 
i ncrease i n  the j u r isdict ion of Smal l  C la ims Courts to 
$2,000 and the poss i b i l ity of h av i n g  some of the mat­
ters heard by, perhaps p rov i nc ia l  j udges with perhaps 
matters under a certai n  amount ,  for example,  $500 or 
$1,000, being continued to be heard by c lerks. 

Mergers have taken p l ace, Mr.  S peaker, in A l berta, 
in New Bru nswick,  and I be l ieve, i t  may h ave, in fact, 
now taken p lace in Saskatchewan, Mr. S peaker. So, I 
t h i n k  that is rea l ly the larger issue that th is  part icu lar  
b i l l  raises. 

I wou l d  ant ic ipate, i f  I reca l l  correctly, that some 
t i me later this year the Law Reform Commission w i l l  
be report i n g  on  that i s s u e  and I am s u re that t h e  

Attorney-General w i l l  want t o  consider that report 
very carefu l ly  with a view to possi b ly h ave legis lat ion 
before th is House at the next Session of the Legis la­
t u re. Mr .  Speaker, with that larger q uest ion being 
resolved, it  wou ld  then be u n n ecessary for us to be 
consideri ng  smal l  amendments to these acts, deal i n g  
with j ust s m a l l  aspects o f  t h e  j u risdict ional q uestio n .  
T h a n k  y o u ,  M r. Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER: T he Honourable Attorney-General 
w i l l  be closing debate. 

MR. PENNER: Yes, Mr. S peaker, I wou ld  l i ke to thank 
the Honourable Member for  St .  N orbert for  support­
i n g  the B i l l  and for rais ing ,  appropriately, the q uestio n  
o f  address i n g  t h e  larger p rob lem.  I am aware, of 
course, there was referred to the Law Reform Com­
m ission the question of fusion of the two pr inc ipal  
federal tr ia l  courts, the County Court and the Court of 
Queen's Bench. In d iscussions with chairperson of 
the Law Reform Commission, I have asked h i m ,  and 
he has agreed, to  g ive th is  top pr iority. I wou l d  l i ke to 
br ing  i n  legis lat ion,  hopefu l ly ,  by the next  Session.  I 
t h i n k  it is an i mportant move. I don't want to p rejudge 
what the Commission wi l l  br ing i n ,  that's up to the 
Commission.  B u t  I am h o pefu l that there wi l l  be some 
construct ive suggestions that wi l l  f ind  s u p port on  
both sides of the H ouse. I t h i n k  that we w i l l  f ind  that on  
many of  the larger q uestions h av ing to  do w i th  the  
a d m i n istrat ion of  j ustice that there's a great dea l  of  
common ground between th is  s ide of  the H ouse and 
the Opposit ion side of  the H ouse. I thank h im for h is  
s uggest ion w i th  respect to  a problem which m i g ht be  
raised when we look at  fus ion  for rura l  areas and that 
certai n l y  w i l l  be g iven a g reat deal of attention. Again I 
t h i n k  we can work co-operatively i n  resolvi ng  some 
problems there. 

I ndeed, the question of Smal l  C la ims Court wh ich  
was the l ast point  raised by the Honourable Member 
for St. N orbert i s  o ne,  and probably the vex i n g  q u es­
tion there of what d o  you do with the Smal l  C la ims 
Court when you have fus ion ,  shou ld  we have i t .  One of  
the researchers work i n g  with th is  part icu lar project is  
work i n g  specif ical ly on  the issue of Smal l  Cla ims 
Court and is  address ing  several alternat ives. I don't 
want to go i nto any detai l  on those alternatives. There 
are a n u m ber  of poss i b i l it ies;  one, i n deed, is the pos­
s i b i l ity of the Prov inc ia l  Court Judge tak i n g  some 
j u risd iction in Smal l  Cla ims,  and I'm expressi n g  n o  
o p i n ion on  that.  A nother i s  t o  u pg rade t h e  p resent 
adj ud icative methods, perhaps to use legal ly-trai ned 
persons for sma l l  c la ims and to up the j u risdict ion.  A 
t h i rd alternative is to look at an arbitrati o n  model or a 
mediat ion model us ing  legal ly-tra ined persons o n  a 
volu nteer basis. So there are some i n n ovative, imagi­
native k inds of th i ngs being looked at  to resolve that 
problem i n  the context of fusion.  Shou ld  it be, for any 
reason ,  that fus ion of the two tr ia l  d iv is ions,  County 
Court and Queen's Bench, can n ot take p lace or  can­
not take p lace as q u i c k l y  as we would l i ke, we w i l l  st i l l  
address, I hope, the problem o f  i mprov i n g  the Smal l  
C l a i ms Court wh ich has proved to  be a useful  and 
l ow-cost. expedient veh ic le  for  c i tizens hav ing c la ims 
one against the other, and I w i l l  certa i n ly take i nto 
accou nt some of the suggestions that have been 
m ade i f  i t  becomes necessary to br ing  in  a separate 
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piece of j u ri sd ict ion on the Smal l  C la ims Court.  So 
with those remarks I wou l d  ca l l  for the passage and 
the motion .  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER: M r .  S peaker, w o u l d  you c a l l  the  
Adjourned Mot ion  of  the Honourable M i n ister of  
Consumer Affairs on  No.  7?  

Bill NO. 7 - A N  ACT T O  AMEND 
THE ARTS COUNCIL ACT 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member  for K i rk­
field Park. 

MRS. GERRIE HAMMOND (Kirkfield Park): Thank 
you, M r. Speaker. We have reviewed the b i l l  to amend 
The Man itoba Arts Counc i l  Act. The amendments, on  
the whole, are  the same that were bein g  considered 
by the p revious adm i n i stration,  and i t  is  i n  essence, a 
housekeepi n g  b i l l. We certa i n ly welcome any acti o n  
that w i l l  he lp  t h e  Manitoba Arts C o u n c i l  i n  i t s  work. We 
are p repared to let the b i l l  go to Committee for 
consideration.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n i ster wi l l  be c los­
ing Debate. 

The Honou rable M i n ister of Consu mer and Corpo­
rate Affairs. 

HON. EUGENE KOSTYRA (Seven Oaks): Yes, M r. 
Speaker, I ' m  g lad to hear the comments from the 
Member for K i rkf ie ld Park.  The b i l l  is  basica l ly  a 
housekeeping b i l l ,  j ust i ncreas ing  the size of the 
coun c i l  and c leani n g  u p  some other sections of the 
Act. As members are aware, the members of  the Mani­
toba Arts Counci l  s it  without remu nerat ion except for  
any out-of-pocket expenses and the Man itoba Arts 
Counci l 's  role and funct ion has been increasi n g  over 
the past n u m ber  of years and they've h ad d iff icu lty 
with the p resent s ize of the Board in dea l i n g  with that. 
So I'm p leased to hear the comments from the 
Member  for K i rkf ie ld Park and I welcome to g o  to 
Comm ittee so that we can get the b i l l  passed as soon 
as poss ib le. 

MR. SPEAKER: Is it the p leasu re of the House to 
adopt the mot ion? 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable G overn ment House 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER: Yes, M r. Speaker, would you cal l  
Second Readi n g  of B i l l  No. 13? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Govern ment House 
Leader. 
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SECOND READING 

Bill NO. 13 - AN ACT TO AMEND 
THE PUBLIC TRUSTEE ACT 

MR. PENNER presented B i l l  No.  13, An Act to amend 
The Publ ic Trustee Act for Second Reading .  

MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Attorney-General.  

MR. PENNER: Yes, M r. Speaker, thank you .  At pres­
ent, The Pub l ic  Trustee Act conta ins  no  provis ion 
requ i ri n g  a n  an nua l  report. M r. S peaker, the s ize of 
the operat ions of the office of the Pub l ic  Trustee h as 
g rown considerably i n  recent years. The office now 
has a complement of 51 staff, and an a n n ual  operati n g  
budget of approximately 1 . 2  m i l l ion .  M o re t o  the 
poi nt, it  a d m i n isters approximately 55,600 estates, 
amount ing to c lose to $40 m i l l ion  in trust f u n ds.  
A lthough there is, appropriately, an annual  audit by 
the Prov inc ia l  Aud itor, it  i s  deemed advisable to 
requ i re a more comprehensive a n n ual  report for 
tab l i ng in the Assem bly,  and that's the p u rpose of th is  
B i l l .  

MR. MERCIER: Mr.  Speaker, I have a q uestion f o r  t h e  
Attorney-Genera l .  I n  view of the  fact t h a t  t h e  
Attorney-General's Department i s  n o t  requ i red t o  
m a k e  a report - I t h i n k  b e i n g  t h e  on ly  department o f  
a l l  o f  t h e  departments n o t  requ i red t o  m a k e  a report, 
and I ' m  not advocati ng, part icu lar ly, that they make a 
report - but is the Attorney-General considerin g  an 
a m e n d m e n t  req u i r i n g  the Atto r n ey- G e n e ra l ' s  
Department t o  make a report t o  the Legis lature? 

MR. PENNER: No, I ' m  not presently considering 
such a n  amend ment. There is  no  s i n g le statute 
g over n i n g  the operation of the Department  of the 
Attorney-General but I w i l l  certa i n ly take it  u nder 
considerat ion. I t  m ay be appropriate at this t i me to 
consider that. I would p refer to leave that for future 
consideration .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for  St. 
Norbert. 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
H onourable Mem ber for Lakeside that debate be 
adjou rned. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Govern ment House 
Leader. 

MR. PENNER: Mr.  Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
M i n ister of Natural Resou rces, that M r. S peaker.do 
now leave the Chair  and the House resolve itself i nto a 
Committee to consider of the S upply to be g ranted to 
Her Majesty. 

MOTION presented and carried and the House 
resolved itself  i nto a Committee to consider of the 
Su pply to be granted to Her Majesty, with the Hon-
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ourable Member for F l i n  F lon i n  the Chair  for the 
Department of N orthern Affairs, and the Honourable 
Member for The Pas in the Chair  for the Department 
of Natural Resources. 

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY 

SUPPLY - NATURAL RESOURCES 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Harry M. Harapiak (The Pas): I ca l l  
the Com mittee to order. We're on  Natura l  Resou rces, 
page 100, on Wi ld l ife. 9. (a) (1) Salaries-pass. 

The Member for Lakeside. 

MR. HARRY ENNS (Lakeside): M r. Chairman,  aga i n ,  
a q u i ck perusal of t h e  i nd iv idua l  items l i sted i n  th is  
d iv is ion of the department's Est imates i n d icates l ittle 
change in terms of actual do l lars and therefore I 
assume i n  manpower. 

However, th is  d iv is ion has some part icu lar  con­
cerns that I th ink contin u e  to cha l lenge the manage­
ment of w i l d l ife for all in terested Manitobans, both the 
nonactive person who - when I say nonactive, I mean 
n ot s i m pl y  for harvest ing p u rposes but for enjoyment 
in terms of our environment - the appropriate way of 
managing this natu ral resource. 

I wou ld beg i n  by ask i n g  the M i n ister to perhaps, as I 
asked h i m  yesterday with respect to the f isheries 
q uestio n ,  u pdate us if he can on the c urrent story that 
i nvolves the branch and that is the story about the 
amount of poac h i n g  or  i l legal activity, h u nt ing activ­
ity, that's tak i n g  p lace. I f  i ndeed he  can i n d icate to us 
what the branch is do ing about i t  and what possi ble  
courses of  action are  open to  the M i n i ster at  th is  t ime 
to  address h i mself and that of  the department to  th is  
g rowi ng  p rob lem,  i f  i ndeed i t  is  a g rowin g  problem 
that reports wou ld  seem to i n d icate is  the case, how 
i ndeed i n  any way we can assist h im in  th is  p ro blem. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: M r. M i n ister. 

HON. AL MACKLING, Q.C. (St. James): Thank you, 
M r. Chairman. I appreciate the honourable mem ber's 
concerns. I w i l l  say a few words on  them by way of 
general com ment. 

F i rst, I 'd  l i ke to i ntroduce Richard C. Golden who is 
the D i rector of W i l d l ife, who i s  here and w i l l  be g iv ing 
the specif ic i nformation  where I 'm wanting .  

I n  respect to  the part icu lar  q uest ion that the hon­
o u rable member asks, I t h i n k  everyone shares a con­
cern in respect to the scope of the activ ity that 
appears to be go ing o n  i l legal ly  i n  sale of game and 
f ish .  Th is  secti o n  of  the department deal i n g  with w i ld­
l i fe is  affected by that, but  the part icu lar  sect ion of the 
department that deals with w i ld l ife, enforcement of 
the game l aws and so on  comes up later,  M r. Cha i r­
man.  I w i l l  have the staff person who is i n  charge the 
d i rector of that o peration here with me at that t i me 
and he would be i n  a posit ion to g ive me more speci­
f ic ity,  in any event he  isn't here. 

I know that th is  may be an area where we want more 
deta i l  than I w i l l  be ab le  to p rovide myself or through 
Mr .  Golden ,  so I ' l l  j ust i n d icate that it  i s  a problem. I 
cou ld comment f u rther about the resu l t  of the i n i t ia l  
i n vest igation in that ,  but  I t h i n k  i t  wou l d  be more 
appropriate to l eave it to deal with u nder 12. ( j )  
E nforcement. 
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MR. ENNS: M r. Chairman,  I accept that posit ion by 
the M i n i ster and w i l l  p u rsue it at  that part icu lar  po int.  

However, th is  i s  the area where the expertise l ies 
both in terms of the actual  management of th is  valua­
b le  resource and the b io logical  data base that advises 
the M i n ister, estab l ishes the k i n d  of expert i n forma­
t ion upon which enforcement agencies. O u r  govern­
ment i n deed is  cha l lenged to pass the necessary 
ru les, regu lat ions of the game i f  you l i ke, and I want to 
tread sensit ively in th is  area knowing that is  a d iffi c u lt 
area for any M i n ister and for th is  department to han­
d le ,  and that is  a very ser ious question of how some 
species of game are being  harvested and by whom 
and by what methods in th is  prov ince. 

I suggest and I s u b m it to you, Mr .  M i n ister, and I 
t h i n k  you, Sir ,  with a legal personal backgroun d  
wou l d  have t o  appreciate, it's m y  j u d g ment that a 
s u bstant ia l  port ion  of the problems that the branch 
faces with respect to how game are being harvested i n  
th is  provi nce t o  t h e  detriment o f  the i r  cont inued 
existence, or  thei r thriving existence. S u rely that k i n d  
o f  advice w i l l  come t o  y o u  from t h is branch and I ' m  
speaki n g  specif ical ly  about t h e  problems o f  t ry i ng t o  
marry together t h e  ob l igations that w e  have specifi­
cally to groups with i n  our  society - that have been 
g iven by constitut ion,  by treaty certa in  r ights and 
marry i ng that to today's technology, to the technol­
ogy of four-wheel dr ives, of a i rp lanes, of spot l ight ing ,  
of a l l  k i nds of  methods that are  now employed, are 
being employed and are avai lab le to persons who are 
in the woods and t h roughout the prov i n ce are h arvest­
i n g  th is  game. 

W h i le I have every confidence i n  the other branch 
the M i n ister i s  respons ib le  for, the Regional  Services 
B ranch wh ich  he  j ust a l l uded to w h i ch is  pr i n c i pa l ly  
respons ib le  for  the enforcement of exist ing  game 
ru les and reg ul at ions,  i t ' s  my content ion ,  M r. M i n ister, 
and I would inv ite you to express your  views a bout 
th is .  

There has to come a real ization that the methodol­
ogy employed in harvest ing game has to real ly  
serious ly  be looked at .  I bel ieve i t ' s  possi ble  to d o  so 
without infri n g i ng on  those partic u lar  guarantees that 
have been accorded principal ly to the Native members 
of our com m u nity, the Treaty I nd ian ,  under  very spe­
c if ic  treaties. 

There are very sad exa m p l es, S i r, that you can ava i l  
yourself of, having t o  do with i nd iv idua l  species o f  
a n i mals .  I refer to t h e  o n g o i n g  p roblems and efforts 
that are being u ndertaken for the preservati o n  of the 
caribou herds, the two caribou herds  that sti l l  have 
some presence in Manitoba, the Beverly and the 
Kaminur iuk  herds. I k n ow that o u r  off ic ia ls have had 
lengthy d iscussions i nvolvi n g  our  s ister j u risd ict ions, 
the Northwest Territories, Federal G overnment, I n u it 
people, and I nd ian  people, express i n g  their  desire to 
f ind  some way of br ing ing  about the necessary 
agreement, the k ind  of herd-management capa b i l ities 
that are avai lab le to u s  that our b iol og ists know can be 
s uccessf u l ly e m ployed but cann ot beg i n  to do so 
u n less there i s  agreement and u n less there is  some 
statute s u p port for those kind of management practi­
ces to bear fruit .  

Mr .  Chairman, the po int I sup pose I 'm making at 
th is  point  in t ime is  that I would rea l ly  suggest to the 
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M i n i ster that efforts d i rected in th is  area, in my j udg­
me,·1t are essent ia l , and i n  my judgment are necessary 
i f  serious efforts are going to be made to control what 
I t h i n k  we a l l ,  and the M i n ister has acknowledged as 
bei ng  an u nsatisfactory situation,  and that leads to 
the i l legal meat trade i n  w i ld  meats that then get sent 
to the com mercial  harvest ing of game that we don't 
part icu larly want to see happen ing in th is  p rovince. 

MR. MACKLING: M L  C h a i rman,  the honourable 
member q u ite r ight ly referred to th is  concern as one 
of dwel l i n g  in a sensit ive area. It  has Jong been a 
problem to adj ust the equit ies i nvolved i n  confl icts 
that arise in the appl ication of game laws and retai n­
i n g  the r ights of the Native peo ple i n  respect to h u nt­
i ng p riv i leges that of cou rse are very dear to them, 
very i mportant to them. 

I am pleased to be able to i n d icate to al l  of the 
mem bers that for some t ime the department has been 
fol lowing a course of consu ltat ion,  d iscussion,  with 
the game and f ish g rou ps in respect to this problem 
b ut moreover, d iscussion with Native people  d i rectly 
in respect to matters of part icu lar  concern, because 
the Native people themselves, a good many of the 
people, have come to appreciate that the department 
is  concerned about the conservation and conti nu­
ance of the game s u pp ly  and that's i m portant to  the 
Native people  as wel l .  

A t  t h i s  t i m e  I wou l d  l i ke t o  acknowledge t h e  i nit ia­
tives of the M i n isters - I inc lude the i m m ed iate past 
M i n ister and the M i n ister before h i m ,  ML Ransom 
in connect ion with some of the i n it iatives that are 
ongoing respect ing the p reservat ion of some endan­
gered an imals and in part icu lar  I 'm  referri ng  to the 
barren land car ibou herds that the honourable member 
referred to, the Kam i n u ri u k  and the Beverly herds. 

I 'm g iven to u nderstand that s ign if icant p rogress 
has been made as a resu l t  of those i nit iatives and that 
sometime, hopefu l ly  in the very near future, that effort 
w i l l  be c u l m in ated in the formal s ign ing  of an agree­
ment for the better management of that herd which 
w i l l  i nvolve active part ic ipation of  a m ajority g ro u p  on  
a comm ittee of the Native people themselves. That 
was an excel lent i n i t iative and it's ongoing.  

In  many areas, Mr .  Chairman,  the concerns that we 
have as members of th is  Legis lature, do not f ind  
themselves i n  f ixed party posit ions because we share 
a common concern to preserve our  natural resou rce 
heritage. I expect that this is  going to be reflected in 
the decis ions of this Committee and the attitude of the 
Committee in respect to partic u lar  items. I don't shy 
away from frank ly  acknowledgi n g  i n itiatives, posit ive 
i n it iat ives, that have been made u nder a previous 
adm i n istration of a d i fferent pol it ical  v iewpoint .  That 
does n't trou b le  me in the least because we have a 
common i n terest, as I 've i n d icated , to p rotect and 
preserve o u r  natural resource heritage. I n  the w i ld l ife 
field I 've i n d icated in respect to that part icu lar  project, 
in respect to barren land caribou. 

I t h i n k  the course of act i o n  that seems to be ongo­
i ng wi th in  the department, to approach these prob­
lems in em phasiz ing consultation and education is  
the most effective way to deal  with o u r  common con­
cerns because we a l l  share, I th ink a l l  of the people of  
Manitoba share a concern to see o u r  game contin u e  
so that it 's avai lab le f o r  t h e  generat ions that come 
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after us. 

MR. ENNS: Thank you, M r. Chairman,  I ' l l  deal with 
one more specif ic area of concern at th is  point  in t ime 
and I appreciate other mem bers of the Committee w i l l  
want t o  br ing u p  i nd iv idual  or  s pecific i nstances 
i nvolv ing th is  branch as wel l .  

But I 'd l i ke to refer the M i n ister to the question that 
has occupied a considerable degree of t ime of the 
department for some several years now and that i s  the 
s ituation i nvolving one of Man itoba's f i nest wetland 
managed areas, a lthough there i s  a tradit ional  confl ict 
that this branch very often has to l ive with, namely 
from its s ister department in Agricu l ture and up at the 
Saskeram these two com peti ng  requ i rements of agri­
cu l ture and w i ld l ife seem to focus. T here had been 
some very s pecif ic steps taken in the Saskeram. The 
Member for The Pas is  aware of them and he  in fact 
may want to remove h i mself from the Chair  briefly and 
engage i n  th is  debate of  course, he 's  welcome to do 
so at  any t ime - it 's  i n  h is backyard. The specif ic 
q uestion that I have to the M i n i ster i s  that there have 
been p roposed boundary changes to the Saskeram 
W i l d l ife Management area. There was an i ntention on 
the part of the previous adm i n i stration to try to 
acknowledge the m u lti-use p ressures on  this land by 
perhaps sett ing up a more local ized advisory group 
consisti ng  of the var ious i nterest g roups i n  that area, 
The Pas Farmer's Associat ion,  I nd ian Bands i n vo lved, 
d i fferent w i ld l ife organizat ions;  perhaps representa­
t ives from the l ocal  L G D ,  etc. to br ing  the manage­
ment of that area somewhat c loser to the l ocal  level. A 
s uggest ion of a marsh manager o r  an area manager 
was being considered actively by the previous admin­
istration. Names were being sol ic ited to  s it  on  that 
advisory committee. 

My f irst q uest ions to the Honourable M i n ister wou ld  
have to  be aga in  whether he has  any persona l  feel ings  
about s upporti ng these i n it iatives or does he wish to 
start afresh. More i m portantly is the reso l ut ion of that 
s ituat ion at the Saskeram so that both the b ranch and 
i n deed other organizat ions such as D ucks U n l i m ited 
can p roceed with the necessarysecurity of ten u re and 
the long-term p lann ing  that an i mportant area such as 
the Saskeram requ i res? I appreciate the M i n i ster is of 
course free to take whatever d i rection he chooses i n  
th is  area, but again I po int o u t  t o  the M i n ister that the 
question of the Saskeram is  not new; it  looms large in  
the concerns of the department because it is  a very 
s ign if icant area. There is  some h istorical backgro u n d  
to that area that i nvolves certain commitments made 
by govern ments wel l  in the past. For i nstance, when 
the large hydro u nderta k i ng at G rand Rapids was 
done and the su bsequent flood ing of certain wetlands 
occu rred there were some o b l igations I don't  know 
j ust h ow specif ic or  i n  what k ind of written form they 
may exist - but certa i n ly there was a moral  ob l igation 
on the part of the governments of the day to provide 
offsett ing wi ld l ife benefits, genera l ly  conceded to be 
in the Saskeram area. Those are some of the cons id­
erat ions that the ag r icu ltura l  community h as to 
acknowledge and has to appreciate in coming to g rips 
with the m u lt i p le c la ims on  the var ious uses of that 
land.  

So, M r. Chairman,  I wi l l  leave my q uest ion ing  of the 
branch at th is  point with that q uestion to the M i n ister: 
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what does he i ntend to do with the Saskeram? 

MR. MACKLING: Well ,  Mr .  Chairman,  the honour­
able m e m ber is q u ite r ight  i n  i n d i cati n g  that the Sas­
keram is an area of where the d iversity of i nterest i n  
the use o f  that area does p roduce vary ing demands 
from the i nterest g roups affected, and I won't use the 
word - conf l ict of i nterest - but certa in ly  there are 
d i fferent pressu res at d ifferent t i mes depending on  
c l imatic condit ions for  the use  of  the resource there. 

I t  has ag r icu ltural capacity in some respects; I t h i n k  
there's arg u ment that there c o u l d  b e  even greater 
agr icultural capacity. On the other hand,  it  is  an excel­
lent base for wi ld l ife, both for d ucks and m usk rats and 
moose and other smal l  fur  bear ing an i mals. 

In respect to the work i n g  arrangements, a mars h  
manager h a s  been appointed and that's Bob Ucht­
mann,  and he is n ow e m ployed there. The composi­
t ion of a committee wil l  i n c lude various i nterest 
groups i n c l u d i n g  The Pas Wi ld l ife Associat ion,  The 
Pas Trappers' Associ at ion ,  The Pas I nd ian Band, 
Ducks U n l i mited, the LGD of Consol ,  The Pas Farmers' 
Co-operative Associat ion ,  and one ex off ic io mem ber 
from the Wi ld l ife Branch itself. 

The com m ittee struct u re has n ot been f inal ized as 
yet, but it's very m u c h  in the work, and there i s  a 
recogn i t ion  I t h i n k  on the part of a l l  that it's necessary 
to have a team approach and a m u lt ip le approach to 
the concerns about the proper m anagement of that 
resource. 

I m ight  say in respect to the bou ndary changes the 
honourable member referred to,  he  is  q u ite correct 
that there are boundary changes being recom mended 
which w i l l  s i m p l ify and fac i l i tate g reater or  more 
effective use of some of the property. S ix  thousand 
acres of the what is  now the Saskeram Reserve w i l l  
come out of reserve and t h ree thousand g o  back  i n .  
N o w  that m ight seem l i k e  an anomaly b ut it's a matter 
of correct ing the bou ndar ies, adj ust ing them,  to 
accommodate what the land potent ia l  is ;  and so t here 
w i l l  be a net withdrawal of th ree thousand acres from 
the reserve for agr icult u re. 

I don't t h i n k  there is m u c h  more I cou ld say about 
that, M r. Chairman,  except to say that it 's a situation 
where with goodwi l l  and the active part ic i pat ion of the 
i nterested people themselves, I 'm satisfied that we 
can provide accommodation to all i nterest g ro ups. 
N ow,  that's not to say that everyone wil l  feel that the i r  
i nterest h as been fu l ly  sat isf ied because there's no 
doubt that  the resource coul d  be weig hted m ore heav­
ily one way than the other, but I t h i n k  that we h ave to 
pragmatic about areas l i ke th is  and establ ish through 
consultat ion what is  the most effective use for the 
resource. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for E merson. 

MR. ALBERT DRIEDGER (Emerson): Mr.  Chairman,  
I ' m  wonder ing i f  the format that we have estab l ished 
here over the last period of t ime whether that I cou ld  
sort of  cover the areas that they have concerns about 
and then get them out of the way. Some of the con­
cerns that I h ave were expressed to some degree by 
the M e m ber for Lakesi de and I'd l i ke to just tou c h  on 
that a l itt le bit  on the poac h i n g  aspect wh ich  I u n der­
stand we can deal with u nder a d ifferent section .  
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H owever, there was an art ic le i n  the paper wh ich  
i n d i cated that some of  o u r  f ie ld  people felt that there 
was lack of leg is lat ion or legislation was h i nderin g  
them t o  properly adm i n i strate some o f  their  responsi­
b i l it ies and I t h i n k  we can deal  with it  then,  or  the 
q uestion that I rea l ly  have i s  whether the M i n ister is 
considering legislation to be introduced in the House 
regardi ng that aspect of it that seems to have been a 
p roblem with the COs. 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chairman,  I appreciate what 
the honourable member has in m i n d .  I did read with 
i nterest, the depressed story about that. I haven't seen 
the s pecif ics of water suggested to be the areas of the 
Act that have to be strengthened or  amended and so 
on.  I ' l l  be i nterested to look at that. That hasn't been 
forthcom i n g  to me as yet, so there w i l l  be not h i n g  th is  
Session deal ing w i th  that, certa in ly ,  that I know of. 
Now, it may be that,  if staff does come forward with 
someth i ng that i s  u rgent of course I ' l l  br ing i t  on,  but 
from what I am g iven to understan d  several areas w i l l  
be reviewed and whether or not  i t ' l l  be possible to  
br ing  leg is lat ion  or change either an Act  or  regu lati o n  
th is  Session, I wouldn't k now. 

MR. DRIEDGER: The other po int that I don't know 
exactly to what extent it woul d  be i nvolved with th is  
department, but under the same enforcement aspect 
of it, I'd l i ke to p u rsue it at that time with the staff that 
you h ave what posit ion the departmental people have 
regardi ng some of the g u n  legislation that is  eventu­
a l ly  proposed from time to t ime, whether we have any 
i nterest a long those l ines at a l l ,  has the department 
through the enforcement people at all ,  or  not? I t h i n k  
i t  w o u l d  be a k e y  i nf luence to s o m e  degree i f  depart­
mental people took a posit ion on  these t h ings and I 'd  
l i ke to p u rsue that a l i ttle bit  later on  when we come to 
the enforcement aspect of it .  I 'm  j ust serv ing not ice on  
that. 

The other po int  that I'd l ike to j ust br ing up at th is  
t i me is  the Mem ber for  Lakeside made reference to  
the barren land caribou herds, the Kami n u ri ak herd 
and the Beverley herd. I 'd j ust l ike to encourage the 
M i n ister to cont inue  with the negotiat ions. I was for­
tunate enough three years ago to end up north  v is i t ing 
Tadoule Reserve, Brochet and Lac B rochet, with the 
then M i n ister B rian Ransom when we i n it iated some 
of the d iscussions with the Reserve people about the 
protection and management of the car ibou herds. I 
t h i n k  awareness is a t h i n g  that has f ina l ly  come about 
and I u nderstand negotiat ions are proceedi n g  and I 
felt encouraged by the statement of the M i n ister. 

Cont i n u i n g  on  to the Wi ld l ife Management aspect 
of it ;  the previous adm i n i strat ion estab l ished a p i l ot 
project i n  the St. Malo area, a w i ld l i fe m an agement 
area which was sort of u n ique and was a p i lot project 
and I wonder whether I could possibly have some 
reaction from the M i n i ster as to how it's work i n g .  The 
a d m i n istrat ion end of it  i s  shared jo intly by the Wild­
l i fe Associ at ion  as wel l as the resource peop le  and I 
just  wonder what the react ion or the gut  feel i n g  of the 
departmental people is  on  that? 

MR. MACKLING: Well, M r. Chairman,  M r. G olden 
has confirmed what I u n derstood to be the case and 
that i s  that wi ld l ife management area and its arran-
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gement has been work i n g  out very, very wel l .  As the 
honourable member k n ows, I have met with people 
from the game and f ish  organ izat ions in that area and 
they cont inue  to be very enthusiastic about that 
development as wel l .  

MR. DRIEDGER: I ' m  p leased t o  hear that. I 'm  j ust 
wonder ing ,  cou ld  the M i n ister g ive me sort of h is 
persona l  fee l i n g  i n  terms of, wou ld  he consider look­
i n g  at the extens ion of th is  k i nd of a program i n  the 
futu re? Because, as the M i n i ster has i n d icated, there 
was a g rou p which represents about three or  four 
w i ld l ife associations, i n c l u d i n g  support from the local 
government d i str ict of Stuartburn .  The approach 
which is  used here is  possib ly a l ittle d i fferent from the 
one in the western part of the p rovince where there is  
concern about too many w i l d l ife m anagement areas. 
Here we h ave a m ajor project and everybody in the 
general area and counci ls ,  etc., seem s u p portive of 
th is  k i n d  of an approach .  I would l i ke to strong ly  
i nd icate my support to  the M i n ister for  that k i nd of  a 
p roject that is be ing proposed if the M i n ister cou ld  
see f it  to operate i t  on  the same basis as  the one that 
has been establ ished. The one at St. Malo is of lesser 
nature. The one that is bei ng  proposed r ight  now to 
the M i n ister is  of a more major nat u re, but I t h i n k  it  has 
a l ot of merit and if the M i n i ster cou ld  i n d icate 
whether he, in p r i n c i p le, s u p ports that k i n d  of 
approach, I'd l i ke to hear it 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman,  I t h i n k  on a n  earl ier 
occasion d u ri n g  the course of th is  review of the natu­
ral resource Estimates, I did answer questions to my 
honourable fr iend i n  respect to those very issues. I 
t h i n k  it was under the Crown Lands Item when we 
were d iscussi ng  that, M r. Chai rm an, and I don't t h i n k  
that I c o u l d  say more t h a n  I d i d  t h e n  and what I t h i n k  I 
- wel l ,  I could  reca l l ,  if what I say now is i n  further 
elaborat ion that's f i ne, but basical ly the St.  Malo 
arrangement that f i rst we referred to i s  work i n g  out 
very, very wel l .  As a model ,  i t  p robably can be emu­
lated and expanded on  in other areas. However, we 
m ust be carefu l  in arrangements l i ke this to ensure 
that the land developed for w i ld l ife habitat, or at least, 
i n it ia l ly  by the i nterested group,  a game and f ish  
association i n  th is case, a g ro u p  of them,  does not 
become focus on ly  for w i ld l ife habitat ion. It  can be 
m u lt i  p urpose, that i s, there can be nature trai ls ,  b i rd­
watc h i ng,  al l  sorts of capacity for vary ing  i nterest 
groups in addit ion to the w i ld l ife people themselves. 

There's a certa i n  psychology i n volved in a part icu­
lar  group going out and buying and then having k i n d  
o f  a paternal  i nterest i n  a system or development. a n d  
it  h as i t s  advantages and i t s  d isadvantages and a s  
l o n g  a s  t h e  g rou p u n derstands t h e  broader p h i lo­
sophy that's necessary in respect to n at u ra l  resource 
husbandry, then there's no  problem. B ut, i f  they 
become focused on on ly  the one aspect. then it can 
engender p roblems.  So. we have to watch that bal­
a nce very caref u l l y  and I t h i n k  m ost game assoc ia­
t ions are very en l ightened people, but we have to bear 
that in m i nd because there's a d iversity of i nterest i n  
people  want ing t o  use wi ld l ife habitat area. 

In respect to that particu lar  development that the 
honourable member referred to, as I i n d icated I had a 
meet ing with those very enthusiastic people and there 
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i s  poss i b i l ity for that further development, but I rea l ly  
hesitate to  say much more about it  because, u n less 
they are successful i n  obta i n i n g  assurances that we 
can pick up the pr ivate lands there for a nomina l  
amount of  money, I cou ldn't be very posit ive a bout i t  
because it is  relatively i nexpensive or shou ld  be rela­
tively i nexpensive l an d, but i f  it  were to cost the Crown 
any amount of m o ney, then I t h i n k  there are other 
ways we could put the m oney to better use. We can't 
afford to be spendi n g  a g reat p i le of m o ney on  land  
that i s  marg i na l .  I t  shou ld  be recovered by the associ­
ation at a n o m inal  amount  and then we'd be able to go 
ahead I t h i n k. 

MR. DRIEDGER: I ' m  p leased to, at least, get the i nd i­
cation from the M i n ister that  he  i s  prepared to keep on  
look ing  at it  and worki ng w i th  it ,  because I can  g u a­
rantee h i m  the group certa i n ly w i l l ,  because they're a 
very active group. 

I 'd  l i ke to go on.  A few years ago The New Wi ld l ife 
Act was i ntroduced and I j ust have a few more ques­
t ions a long those l i nes. U n der The New W i l d l ife Act 
part of the provis ion was the requ i rement to get per­
m ission to h u nt on pr ivate property. I n it ia l ly, when 
th is  Act was introduced, there was, I th ink,  wel l  maybe 
word j ust went out, to i nd i cate to the f ield people n ot 
to come down too heavy on it .  It was sort of an in t ro­
ductory type of approach;  i t  seemed to work wel l ,  and 
I m ust say to the M i n ister that ,  general ly,  there's been 
good acceptance, especia l ly  on  behalf of farmers, 
and most h u n ters, the fact that they have to acqu i re 
perm ission - not necessar i ly  written permiss ion,  it can 
also be verbal  permission - and I j ust hope that the 
M i n ister is  not go ing to be coming down too hard on 
this ,  as th is transit ion and learning process cont inues, 
I t h i n k  i t  i s  work i ng out relatively wel l .  I 'm n ot s u re 
whether that s m i le he is g iv ing  i n d icates that I ' m  i n  
trouble some where along the way. 

F u rther to that I'd j ust l i ke to i n d i cate to the M i n ister 
and to you, Mr .  Chairman,  that the fact that under  the 
h u nt ing l icense r ight now, the party l icense system is  
restricted to two to a party. I 've had a l l  k i n ds of repres­
entation m ade to me. It has created certa i n  problems, 
for the s i m p le reason that what it does to some 
deg ree, i f  a party of three or four people  want to h u n t  
i n  a general  area, t h e  f ield staff, r ightfu l ly ,  i f  they're 
h u nt ing in a g roup,  can take, and I u nderstand, charge 
them. I n  some cases th is  has happened. I wou l d  
encourage t h e  M i n ister t o  possi b l y  look a t  t h e  feasa­
b i l ity of expand i n g  the party h u nt i n g  l icenses to fou r 
i n  a party. I don't k now whether th is  wou l d  be any 
d ra mat ic  p roblem chang i n g  it  from two to four a n d  
why it w a s  changed down t o  two t o  begi n  w i t h .  Any­
way -( I nterject ion ) - wel l ,  safety, a member says. I 
don't necessar i ly  agree, but I'd l i ke to make that 
recom mendation to the M i n i ster, that I t h i n k  many of 
the people  in the f ield that are h unters and sportsmen, 
and I l ike  to refer to them as s portsmen, that I t h i n k  
there wou l d  b e  good acceptance t o  see it moved back 
to four to a l i cense. 

I have two other items that I 'd  l i ke to br ing  up, Mr. 
Chairman.  One is  the l icense sold for the b lack bear 
h u nt ing seasons. These are restricted to resource 
offices at the p resent t ime. A l l  other l i cense, or  most 
other l i censes can be purc hased at the normal outlets, 
especia l ly at country outlets, where the i nd iv idual  
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storekeepers are sel l i n g  the various permits and what 
have you,  but they are restricted from sel l i n g  the 
l icenses for b lack bears at the present t ime. I 've h ad 
that req uest from several of them, and it creates a bit  
of a p rob lem for certai n  i nd iv idua ls  i f  they h ave to 
travel 50-60 m i les to try and pick u p  a bear l icense. 
T he d ispersal point i n  most cases for moose, deer, 
other t h i ngs,  i s  done right out of the local bus iness 
p lace. - ( I nterjectio n ) - That creates even a b i gger 
problem.  

N ow I have one another item that I 'd  l i ke to cover, 
and that is the wi ld  turkey season that we had 
i n it iated. There's a problem with th is .  We have two 
j ur isdict ions that are actual ly  hand l ing  the wi ld  turkey 
seasons.  I th ink ,  if  I ' m  r ight, Wi ld  Gobblers U n l i m ited 
have i n it iated the program to some degree and I 
u nderstand that the departmental people, the resource 
people are h a n d l i n g  the actual h unt ing reg u l at ions or 
the program itself. Some concern has been expressed, 
both by the Wi ld  Gobblers people ,  as well as the 
resource people  that there shou ld  be one j u ri sd ict ion 
that has the authority to i n it iate the program and han­
dle i t .  You h ave a two-pronged thing r ight now and it's 
hard to estab l ish  who the m ajor  authority is, and I 
wou ld  very m uc h  suggest that possi b ly people could 
maybe come to some k ind of an arrangement. As I 
i nd icated, we h ad a tu rkey season i n  the southeast for 
the f i rst time last year. I u n derstand that 220 l i censes 
were issued on  a d raw basis. - ( I nterject ion ) - Yes, 
i ncidenta l ly ,  I was successfu l .  I understand that the 
a m o u nt of l i censes that wi l l  be issued th is  year are 
red uced. Could the M i n ister i n d icate when the season 
is  go ing to be opened, and the amount  of permits or 
l i censes that w i l l  be issued in both areas, the west as 
well  as the east? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman,  i n  respect to A lbert's 
desire to s hoot another tom turkey - I ' l l  defer that 
one for a few m i nutes and I ' l l  have the date of the 
season.  I k now it either beg i n s  or  ends on  the 11th of 
May, and I t h i n k  it's May 2nd to 11th ,  or  someth ing  l i ke 
that.  Yes, I t h i n k  it's the 2nd to the 11th .  It's one week 
but there's no  h u nt ing on  the S un day. Anyway, we' l l  
have those part icu lars for  you.  I don't reca l l  them 
completely and I won't specu late any further than I 
have. It 's on a d raw basis aga i n  and if you're fortu nate 
enough - I happen to k now that the former P remier 
wasn't s uccessfu l  in  the d raw l ast year - but  the Hon­
o u rable Member for E merson was,  and I saw a p icture 
of h i s  trophy. I ' l l  come back to that one. 

Start ing  with the honourable member's concerns i n  
respect o f  the effect o f  the new Act on  trespassing,  I 
understand there were on ly  25 h unters charged last 
year with i l legal ly h u nt ing on  private land,  so obviously 
the department has been exerc is ing  d i scretion i n  the 
lay i n g  of charges. I wou l d  assu m e  that there were 
probably i n n umerable i n stances where h unters, not 
rea l iz ing  that the regu lations now provide that it's a 
req u i rement to get consent before you go on pr ivate 
land to h unt,  d i d n 't fol low that course of action. But  
the consent doesn 't h ave to be i n  writi ng ,  and so there 
can be some disagreements, I suppose, between the 
h u nter and the landowner, but  it  sounds l i ke the pro­
g ram is  work i n g  very wel l .  

I n  respect t o  the party-l icense i ssue I t h i n k  the hon­
ourable member is  r ight,  that at one t ime party 
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l i censes of fou r i n  n umber were permissable,  b ut I 
t h i n k  dur ing  the course of the last a d m i n i stration the 
changes d id  occur that brought a reduction to two, 
and I t h i n k  there are d i fferent v iews on  th is  with i n  
h unt ing g roups and,  obviously,  with i n  the general 
p u b l i c  on  this q uestion .  These changes occurred and 
I heard the H onourable Member for M i nnedosa sym­
path iz ing with the concern and I t h i n k  he  was around 
dur ing  the cou rse of the last four years here i n  the 
ad m i n istrat ion ,  so there i s  a d iversity of view on  that. 
We'll contin u e  to look at that but I ' l l  take advice of 
honourable mem bers and I ' l l  take the advice of the 
department in that review. 

In respect to black bear h u nt ing and the l icensing ;  
those l i censes, l i ke the l icenses for the wi ld  tu rkeys 
are spr ing l icenses and they're not issued in the nor­
ma l  way, they a re s pecial  l icenses then,  and as spr ing 
l i censes they're avai lab le o n ly thro u g h  the conserva­
t ion officers, the d istr icts, because there's a l i m ited 
n u m ber of l i censes i nvolved and it wou l d  be wastefu l  
and very i neff ic ient to have a l l  of the usual  outlets 
having those l i censes avai l able.  We are a very cost­
eff icient adm i n istrat ion.  

In respect to the overall management of the wi ld 
tu rkeys, the H onourable mem ber is  r ight  that the 
g rowth of the wi ld  turkey f lock and resou rce has 
ar isen as a resu l t  of the i n it iative of the Wi ld  Gobblers 
Associat ion .  It 's been a very worthwhi le  work and 
they've put a lot  of money and effort i n to it  and it's now 
payi ng  off  i n  the terms of an addit ional  recreat ional  
activity that members of the association themselves 
part ic ipate i n .  But the overal l authority i n  respect to 
the wild game remains with the department. The Wi ld  
Gobblers rear them i n  captivity when they decide they 
want to do that but the govern ment department 
s upervises the game and issues the permits in respect 
to the release of them. It's a good program. 

MR. DRIEDGER: I j ust have a few short q uest ions 
that ar ise because of the com ments m ade by the M i n ­
ister. U nder t h e  present program f o r  wi ld  fowl or  
an i mals,  the damage that has been c reated to some 
degree, do turkeys q u a l ify u nder that program, wi ld 
turkeys? 

MR. MACKLING: N o, M r. Chairman,  apparently not. 

MR. DRIEDGER: Then I w o u l d  encou rage the  
department to  maybe look  at  that poss i b i l ity because 
in areas where there's substantial w i ld  turkeys around ,  
i t  has created some problems and I would l i ke to  draw 
it to the attent ion of the departmental people.  A 
f u rther q uestio n :  how many turkey l icenses are going 
to be issued, eastern region ,  western region? 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman,  I ' m  await ing those 
part icu lars and I w i l l  get them short ly and even 
though we may have passed that item, I ' l l  come back 
to it and deal with it .  

MR. DRIEDGER: Then j ust one more and I 'd  l i ke to 
g o  back to the barren land caribou .  Can the M i n i ster 
i n d icate whether the count of the two herds, the Bev­
erley and Kaminur iuk  herds; whether they are sti l l  on 
the decl ine;  whether they have stab i l ized; whether 
they're start ing  to come back? T h is is  a q uest ion  I 
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should have asked before. 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chairman,  the advice that 
have is  that both herds are sti l l  on the decl i ne. 

MR. DRIEDGER: That's a l l ,  thank you. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for M i nnedosa. 

MR. DAVID R. (DAVE) BLAKE (Minnedosa): Thank 
you, M r. Chairman.  I have some general  comments to 
make and I know the M i n ister i s  a l lowing u s  a lot of 
latitude here but  I t h i n k  we've been mak ing  good 
progress, and if  we j u m p  around a l ittle bit  he  k nows 
by now that when we're ready to pass, we have a l l  o u r  
questions answered and even t h o u g h  sometimes 
when I feel the M i n ister maybe doesn't k now any m ore 
about it  than we do, but we're ready to m ove on .  We 
move on q u ite q u i ck ly. 

J ust on  caribou , I have one q uest ion on  woodland 
car ibou that I would l i ke to ask the M i nister. There's a 
herd i n  the Reed Lake area between Cranberry and 
S now Lake that  forages back and forth i n  that  part icu­
lar  area.  I j ust wondered i f  he  could let me k now h ow 
that herd was do ing ,  whether that was decl i n i n g  or  
whether that herd  was be ing m ai ntained? -( I nter­
ject ion)- Woodland caribou,  yes. 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman,  I'm advised that 
herd i s  in the area that the honourable member men­
tions.  It's in the G rass R iver Provinc ia l  Park. The herd 
is  ho ld ing its own , but barely. 

MR. BLAKE: I realize there's alot of predators i n  
there, two-legged and four-wheeled, but - and four­
legged too. 

Mr. Chairman,  I j ust wanted to comment maybe on 
some of the t h i n gs that the Member for E m erson h as 
touched on and that is obtai n i n g  permission to h u nt 
on p rivate p roperty. I th ink  it has been p retty success­
fu l .  I k now that the COs are conscious of the i ntent of 
it  a l l .  I feel that maybe l ast year there was some abuse 
by certai n  mem bers of the other pol ice force, the 
RCMP that work in certai n  areas, and there could 
have been the odd i n d iv idual  that was m ay be a l ittle 
overzealous in performi n g  h i s  d uties because there 
were people in h u nt ing parties where the one person 
m i g ht get permission to h u nt, and the other member 
of the party would take his word for i t  that he  had 
permission.  They were go ing to each member in the 
g rou p and question ing  them with a l i ne of question ing  
as i f  they were try ing  to  t rap  them i nto say ing  that they 
d id n't have permission and I don't t h i n k  that's the 
i ntent of the legis lat ion .  I d on't t h i n k  it's good for 
h u nt ing and for game management. That was proba­
bly an isolated case. 

I agree with the Member for Emerson in h i s  ass u m p­
t ion that party h u nt ing maybe should  be looked at 
because there are areas where it's j ust i m possi b le  for 
a party of two to accompl i sh  any resu lts at a l l .  The 
bush is  far too vast for them to attem pt to push it, so 
they join up with other parties or  they wait u nt i l  
another party moves i n  the area and t h e n  they stand 
po int,  and when you don't k now where members of 
your  party are, that's when you maybe are a l ittle  more 
prone to some accident where you don't k now exactly 
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what the other people are doing .  
M r. Chairman,  I don't want to get  i nvolved i n  th is  

part icu lar  arg ument pro or con but I j ust wondered i f  
the M i n ister m i g ht l ike to comment on  S u n day h u nt­
ing .  I k now if th is  ever rears its head i t ' l l  be a very 
controversia l  s u bject, b ut you k now there are areas i n  
o u r  prov i nce where people  spend a fair b it  o f  m oney 
to get to. I'm t h i n k i n g  up north where I don't rea l ly 
bel ieve the an imals u p  there k now what day it is .  It's a 
s hame to travel a l l  that way and have to l ay around 
camp a l l  day S u n day wait i n g  for s u n rise on  M o nday 
because you - the M i ni ster knows what may happen 
i f  you're lay ing  around a l l  day  S u n day w i th  a party of 
four or five fel lows. You m i g ht have to take Monday off 
too. I h ave h unted i n  j u rs id ict ions where they do a l low 
S u n day h u nt ing and I 'm not sayi n g  that i t  shou ld  be 
any wholesale area - past a certai n  point  up n o rth  for 
big game, surely.  I don't advocate it  for big game 
down here,  but I th ink for upland game in the southern 
areas; there's very, very heavi ly-popu lated areas i n  
the U n ited States where they a l l ow S u nday h u nt ing .  
It's been a g reat boon to  the tou rist b u s iness and I 
don't see any problem with it. I j ust wou l d  l i ke to have 
the M i n i ster's comments on  that; if  he's h ad any 
representation from h u nt ing g ro u ps or  from w i l d  l ife 
associations; what their  views are on it. 

MR. MACKLING: M r. Chairman,  with your  permis­
s ion I ' l l  answer the questions that the Honourable 
Member for E merson had put  to me because I t h i n k  
he's anx ious t o  make arrangements a n d  I don't  b lame 
h im.  - ( I nterject ion)- Wel l ,  g iven you r  past success I 
m ight have to take you u p  on that, if I ever get out of 
here. There are two areas again .  There's the St. Malo 
area and the La R iv iere area and there are cho ices of 
dates and they're; the 3rd and the 4th; the 5th , the 6th ;  
t h e  7th, the 8th; t h e  10th ,  t h e  11th;  12th ,  13th ;  14th and 
15th ;  and a successful draw appl icant wi l l  be enabled 
to select one of those couplet dates, same as l ast year, 
and w i l l  be ab le to shoot one tom turkey. - ( I nter­
jectio n ) - Wel l ,  we have to t h i n k  metric n ow and I 
don't k now what that is .  In St. Malo again,  it's the same 
period of t ime: the 3rd, the 4th ;  5th, 6th ;  and so on. 
You' l l  note that there's no  h u nt ing on  the Su nday and 
there are 300 l i cences in tota l ,  25 l i censes for each day 
choice. 

Now in respect to the matters raised by the Honour­
able Member  for M i n nedosa, I've i n d icated that i n  
respect t o  party h unt ing I ' m  prepared t o  look at that 
and ask staff to look at it ,  and it may be as the honour­
able member says, that i n  some areas of the prov i n ce 
where factors that were raised i n  opposit ion to more 
than two being i n  a party m ight be a factor, and if it is  
then s ince the p rovince is  zoned for h u nt ing i n  various 
areas, we could look at that.  That m ight be someth ing  
that  the h u nters m ight appreciate and we' l l  look at  i t .  

I n  respect to  Su nday h u nt ing ,  the best advice I have 
- wel l ,  I won't i n d icate what the best advice g iven to 
me was - but let me say that there is  considerable 
d iversity of o p i n ion on that q uestion .  Persona l ly  
speaki n g ,  I ,  as someone who enjoys the outdoors and 
I h appen to fu l ly  enjoy the outdoors because f rom my 
perspective, I haven't been able to do any h u nt ing and 
I hope that whatever we do in th is Session we don't get 
i nvolved in too much of the legis lat ive work dur ing  the 
reg u l a r  b i rd-hu nt ing season anyway. But  my i nc l i n a-
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t ion is to try and provide more free t ime for i n d iv iduals  
to be ab le to h u nt rather than open Su nday u p  for 
h u nt ing .  I l i ke to see more opportun i ty for the short 
work week or whatever, so that people can get out and 
enjoy the outdoors dur ing the sum mert ime and d ur­
i n g  the fal l which I t h i n k  is the most splendid season of 
the year in more ways than one. So, if  I sound l i ke I 'm  
skat ing on  that one,  it  m ay not  be as fancy as I would 
l ike, but that's i t .  

MR. BLAKE: I can see that there i s  some d iversity of 
op in ion on  it, and there's maybe a poss i b i l ity for 
someone who may advocate Sunday h u nt ing ,  and 
there are some areas where I don't see anyth ing  
wrong w i th  it  a t  a l l .  I 'm  t h i n k i ng ,  you  k now, around the  
C h u rc h i l l  area for  goose h u nt ing for  people that usu­
al ly  have to fly in there,  have spent a considerable 
amount of money. and as I say, s itt ing  aro u n d  Su nday 
seems k i n d  of poi nt less when there is no c h u rc h  to go 
to and there's no  danger of d isturb ing the local  people 
who may not l i ke h u nt i n g  on  S u nday; areas l i ke that.  
And I know that the advocates are going to say, "Wel l ,  
that's j ust the t h i n  edge of the wedge, that's you r  foot 
in the door to open it u p," and being a h u nter as I say, I 
have h u n ted i n  j u r isdict ions where it 's a l lowed . It's 
a l lowed in Europe, it 's a l lowed in England,  p heasant­
h u nt ing ,  and I 've h u nted in Iowa and Nebraska and 
they a l low S u nday h u nt ing there and there's been no 
problems whatsoever. In fact,  it 's been qu ite a boon to 
thei r tourist i n dustry. - ( I nterject ion)- but  you st i l l  
go to c hurch ;  y o u  don't  shoot t i l l  after ch urch .  A n d  
there are a l o t  of very rel i g ious people d own there, 
too, good strong Baptists. 

Mr. Chairman.  I k now the department has a pro­
gram on  susta in i n g  deer herds that are hav i n g  maybe 
n ot as good g raze in the var ious t i mes in its - the 
Member  for A rthur  i s  not here - he' l l  probably be 
br i n g i n g  it  up Monday when he gets back, but there is 
one particu lar  farmer down in h i s  area that's feedi n g  
someth ing l i ke two h u n d red-and-some-odd deer r ight 
now, and that's a pretty heavy l oad for one i nd iv idua l .  I 
was wondering if the department does have any assis­
tance program or what aven ues he  shou ld  l ook at to 
try and get a l ittle assistance to t ide h i m  over for 
another couple to three weeks maybe. 

MR. MACKLING: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman,  the depart­
ment itself does have a w i nter feedi n g  program where 
problems h ave been ident ified and that's been ongo­
i n g  for many years. In the event that there i s  a s pecif ic 
problem, and it  sounds l i ke the honourable member is  
referr ing to a case that we m i g ht look at ,  because the 
department wi l l ,  i f  there's a specif ic  problem that 
someone i s  prepared to l ook after, then perhaps we 
could su pply feed in a s ituation l i ke that. 

MR. BLAKE: I 'd j ust l i ke to add, M r. Chairman,  that 
part icu lar  area is  in Lyleton and the Conservat ion  
Officer down there m ight be i nterested in  tak i ng a 
l ook;  he may be aware of it .  B ut the farmers are, as you 
k now, probably the best conservat ion ists by and l arge 
that we h ave, because they do have a feel for the land 
and nature and an i mals and b i rds, and i n  most  cases, 
they do a g reat deal to susta i n  the b i rds  and the a n i m­
als  for those of us that l i ke to enjoy the recreat iona l  
h u nt ing to enjoy i t .  
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M r. Chairman,  my m a i n  point is - and it 's some­
th ing  that the M i n ister m aybe hasn't had time to look 
at or  hasn't had time to find some solut ion to, b ut 
maybe someone i n  h is  department cou ld .  As you 
k now, my r id ing  takes in a l arge part of R id i n g  Moun­
tai n Nat iona l  Park and we have g reat p roblems there 
with beaver dam m i n g  up areas, flood i n g  farmlands,  
b lock ing cu lverts and f looding out roads, and I k now 
the p roblems that there i s  with the Parks Canada 
people. You can't go in there and clean them out and 
they have m u l t i p l ied very, very rap i d ly and I don't 
k n ow what the answer is ,  but the Member for Dau­
p h i n 's  not here.  We attended a meet i n g  at Ste.  Rose 
last week where the m u n i ci pal it ies are gett ing  together 
with Parks Canada and with the pol it ical  people and I 
k now some people from the department were there, 
and it  looks as if  they h ave formed an ongoing com­
m ittee that may requ i re some fund ing  in some way, 
but I t h i n k  that is the f i rst step to t ry i n g  to solve the 
problem.  I be l ieve l ast year they had one or  two peo­
ple authorized to try and take the beaver out and he 
may i nd icate how s uccessful  that was. I don't t h i n k  it  
was very s uccessfu l ,  but i f  he  would l i ke, I could g ive 
h i m  the name of a couple of people  who would  j ust 
love to go i n  there and take out a few h u n d red beaver 
every year, if  you can get Parks Canada to ag ree, but 
we k now the pol icies of Parks Canada. That park is  
not to be touched in  any way,  shape o r  form; in  fact, i f  
you  get caught  p ick ing mushrooms i n  there you're 
l iable to be arrested. But  I guess that po l icy may be a 
long t ime before you're going to change it ;  but there 
are so many p roblems in there and I won't get i nto the 
drai nage p roblem because that's another one, but 
they h ave done test areas that have p roven very, very 
s uccessfu l  i n  hold i n g  back temporar i ly  and provid i n g  
s o m e  catch bas ins  f o r  t h e  s i l t  before it  gets out o f  t h e  
m o u ntains because that's t h e  p roblem.  Once that 
water is out  of the mountains,  the problem's c reated 
and it's a he l l  of a job to stop the water once it gets 
rol l i n g .  But the damage caused by the an ima ls  there, 
and as I say, we have the problem of the large a n imals 
too, and I know there's compensation pa id to a 
n u m ber aro u n d  that park,  but the M i n ister m ay be 
able to bring u s  u p-to-date on  what progress he  feels 
they're mak ing  with the Parks Canada people in arriv­
i n g  at some solut ions to e l i m i nat i n g  the problem of 
wi ld-an i m al damage and the beaver problem. 

MR. MACKLING: Wel l ,  M r. Chairman,  the depart­
ment confirms to me that the concern that the hon­
o u rable member has, has been i dentif ied and he's 
q u ite r ight  about the problems that have been occasi­
oned by beaver that come 

A MEMBER: Our federal beaver. 

MR. MACK LING: . . .  yeah, o u r  nat ional  emblem com­
ing i nto areas outside of the park and causing a great 
deal of d iff icu lty, as he has i nd icated. As a resu l t  of the 
concerns and the problems that have deve loped, the 
department h as negotiated an agreement with Parks 
Canada and the Federal Government,  and it 's a prev­
ention program that w i l l  cost $60,000 cost-shared 50-
50, 50 percent federal and 50 percent prov i nc ia l .  The 
department did encou rage trappers to move i nto the 
adjacent area and - ( I nterject ion)- no, they couldn't  
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go i n  the park, but the program was fair ly s uccessful. 
In respect to the b road area of problems that ar ise i n  

respect t o  f i re a n d  a n i mals a n d  s o  on  a n d  those prob­
lems that are associated with the park area and the 
ne ighbour ing area, as the honourable mem ber has 
ind icated , there is  a committee that has been estab­
l ished. It 's cal led a L iaison Comm ittee and the 
department has recently designated the Regiona l  
Manager in  Dauph in  as the p rov inc ia l  representative 
on  that L iaison Committee and I bel ieve that we're 
go ing to be having a meet ing very soon .  So, I t h i n k  
again,  that progress is  bei ng  made i n  estab l ishment o f  
consu ltative systems that hopefu l ly  w i l l  m it igate or  
m i n i m ize the  p roblems that arise from the confl i cts in  
control and use  of resources in  that area. 

MR. BLAKE: I t h i n k  that's a step in the r ight d i rect ion .  
I t h i n k  the p roblem has to be attacked at  source and 
i t 's  in  the park and it would have to be done in  a 
contro l led way and the rangers there are fair ly 
co-operative. 

I h ad the m i sfortune to wound an elk a couple of 
years ago when I was h u nt ing i n  there, and my partner 
and I had to go and get the ranger and fol low the tra i l  
and he acco m pa nied us i n  two or th ree m i l es, and i t  
d idn 't l o o k  l i ke w e  were gai n i n g  too m u c h  on  it  a n d  we 
suggested we didn't  want to tie h i m  up and take h i s  
t ime, s o  if  he wou l d  j ust let u s  go on  by o u rselves that 
we would probably get the wounded a n i mal  and he 
said, " I  k now being a pol i t ic ian that I could trust you, 
but I 'm not s u re of your partner, so I t h i n k  maybe you 
had better come back out with me." So, u nfortunately, 
we d idn 't get the an imal .  

The beaver, as I say, at  one t ime were p retty wel l 
ext inct i n  there and they brought i n  two or three pa i rs 
and it 's a good th ing  they brought pairs because they 
maybe wou l d  h ave been ext i n ct by now, but they've 
got somet h i n g  l ike 3,000 or 4,000 colonies in there, 
wh ich is  a lot of beaver. If they don't get i n  that park to 
start contro l l i n g  them or c lean ing them o ut, I don 't 
t h i n k  they're ever go ing to solve the problem, but  I see 
that steps that are bei n g  take. I k now it takes a l ittle 
longer to educate the federal offic ials than i t  does to 
educate p rovincia l  people, but keep the pressure u p  
on  them because i t  is  causi n g  g reat p ro blems t o  the 
farmers in the adjacent areas. 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. Chairman,  the honourable 
member is  q u ite correct in respect to the propensity of 
the beaver to p ropagate very effectively from the 
smal l  n u m bers. I 'm advised that in th is  area we have 
the h i g hest density of beaver in all of Canada. 

MR. BLAKE: We all would have been proud. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Portage la  Pra i rie. 

MR. LLOYD HYDE (Portage la Prairie): Thank you, 
M r. Chairman,  to the M i n ister, I was q u ite i nterested i n  
the d iscussion that was tak i n g  p lace th is  morn ing i n  
regards t o  some o f  the p roblems with o u r  h u nt ing 
r ights and such as we have i n  the day. You're probably 
aware that we have q u ite a n u m ber of our  populat ion 
a ro u n d  the Portage area is  Native and it has gotten to 
be a big p rob lem in that area of n i g ht-l i g ht ing  and i t  is 
a problem in our  area and I f i rst of a l l ,  before I g o  any 

656 

fu rther, I want to say that it isn 't on ly  Native people, we 
have some non-Native people too, that are abus ing 
thei r r ights along that  l i ne. 

M r. Chairman,  I certa in ly  hope that you w i l l  con­
t i nue, you and your government, wi l l  contin u e  to pre­
serve the d i fferent species that someti mes coul d  very 
well be extinct through the noncare of some people. 

I want to mention, i f  I may, j ust about the waterfal l  
damage that h as taken p lace i n  the past i n  the area of 
north of Portage, wh ich is  in the new part of my consti­
tuency. I t  has been a problem to that area for as long 
as we can remember, part icu larly i n  wet seasons, l ate 
fal l s, when there's more water than we'd l i ke to h ave at 
that t i m e  of year. The damage that has been done by 
the d u cks and geese is just  u n be l ievable and I ' m  h op­
i ng that your  government w i l l  cont in u e  to compen­
sate the farmers that are being - ( I nterject ion ) - yes, 
set u pon, by the u n ru ly  ducks and geese at that t ime of 
year. 

Also, it  was mentioned by some of m y  col leagues 
th is  morni n g  i n  regards to the h u nt ing on pr ivate 
properties. I ' m  not a h unter myself. I used to enjoy it, 
but  of l ater years, I haven't, but I thought possi b l y  that 
you d id  need to have written permission, but  it has 
been mentioned here that i t  i s  not needed. I know 
recent ly there was a case where these two young 
gentlemen trespassed onto property and the authori­
ties were n otif ied. The authorities were r ight on the 
job and the case was taken to court, but was th rown 
out ,  a l ack  of proper evidence i n  that part icu lar  case. I 
don't k now any more of the part icu lars o n  that, other 
than I know the case was t h rown out, as I say, for lack 
of evidence on  trespassing .  

I was wantin g  to  ment ion  a l ittle b i t  a bout Ducks  
U n l i m ited. I n  o u r  area, you can rea l ize that, i n  these 
last few years, we've had a n um ber of farmers out i n  
that area very concerned with the aggressiveness, i f  I 
m i g ht say, on that company. I don't k now whether you 
wou ld  wish to comment on  that at th is t ime,  M r. 
M i n ister. 

MR. MACKLING: Mr. C ha i rman, - ( l nterject ion)­
The Cha i rman h as i n d i cated I have a half-a- m i nute. I 
heard someone say, the M i n i ster loves Ducks U n l i m ­
ited. Y o u  know, I l ove everyone and it's d iffi c u lt f o r  me 
to f ind words to  descr ibe m y  enthusias m  for  those 
who want to preserve w i l d l ife and to encou rage it .  
Now, there are d ifferences of cou rse. Some people  
recogn ize that the organization h as a perceived object 
and someti mes that causes problems for other i nter­
est g ro u ps. We have to work a n d  try and balance out 
the priorities as those responsib le for the p reservation 
of  o u r  natura l  resources, and try  and take the enthusi­
asm and the effort of a l l  those who have maybe s ing le­
p urpose i nterests and b lend them so that we get a 
homogeneous, col lective effort that is of benefit to a l l .  

I n  respect t o  t h e  depredat ion  problems that t h e  
honourable mem ber talks about, that's a n  o n g o i n g  
program a n d ,  I t h i n k  a very successfu l  one. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hour  is 12:30 and I ' m  i nterrupt­
i n g  proceedings for Private Members' Hour. 

Comm i ttee rise. 
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SUPPLY - NORTHERN AFFAIRS, 
ENVIRONMENT AND WORKPLACE SAFETY 

AND HEALTH 

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): Commit­
tee come to order. I address your attent ion to Page 
1 07,  Item No. 2, A d m i n istrative S upport Services, 
specif ical ly 2 (b) ,  Other Expenditures. 

The Honourable Member for Swan R iver. 

MR. D.M. (Doug) GOURLAY (Swan River): M r .  
Chairman,  on  Other Expenditures I understand that 
the management services to Channel  Area Loggers 
and Moose Lake Loggers is  covered u nder th is  area. I 
was j ust wonderi ng  if there's any c hange i n  th is  
arrangement. 

HON. JAY COWAN (Churchill): I ' m  i n formed that it 's 
under 2(c) the next item, is  that correct, where we'd be 
d iscuss i n g  that if  you wish to d iscuss it u nder that 
part icu lar  item. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 2 ( b ) -pass; 2(c) Canada-Man itoba 
N orthern Development. 

The Honourable Member for Swan R iver. 

MR. GOURLAY: I wonder i f  the M i n i ster coul d  com­
ment on  the management arrangements with C han­
nel  Area Loggers and Moose Lake l oggers as to 
whether there's any changes have taken p lace in this 
service s ince November. 

MR. COWAN: M y  understan d i ng of the situation is 
that there were two SMYs in last year's adju sted, and 
there are two SMYs i n  t h i s  year's request w h i c h  is  a 
status q u o  situation. We are asking for another $ 1 .  7 
thousand i n  respect to the f u n ds and that's due to a 
position transfer resu l t ing i n  i ncreased salary requests 
for '82-83. So the salaries go up from $51 .2 thousand 
to $52.9 thousand.  The m anager is  the same of corpo­
rate projects, and the secretary i s  the same i nd iv idual  
as wel l  as was in  the p revious year. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: 2. (c) -pass. 
The Honourable Member for N i akwa. 

MR. ABE KOVNATS (Niakwa): I woul d  j ust l i ke to 
f ind out where I can ask some q uestions on the i n d us­
try that p refabs houses out of l ogs in N orthern Mani­
toba; under what item? 

MR. COWAN: There is  not rea l ly  an item in the Esti­
mates for that so i f  you wish to d iscuss it  now I'm 
perfectly ready to d iscuss that in general terms. 

MR. KOVNATS: Just a very very short q uestion on  it .  
Has the government got any i ntent ion  or any monies 
a l located to the restart i n g  of these i ndustr ies t hat 
were c u rtai led because of the i mmense losses of 
monies that were put i nto them i n  previous years? H as 
the govern ment got any i ntention of revita l iz ing  the 
i n dustry? 

MR. COWAN: There is  n oth ing  s pecif ic in these par­
t icu lar  Est imates in that regard. H owever, we are look­
i ng at those options u nder the North lands Agreement, 
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u nder the specia l  ARDA Agreement a lthough to a 
m u c h  lesser extent, and we may as those agreements 
become more structured and we have more idea what 
may or may not be i n  them, be able to d iscuss them i n  
that part icu lar  respect. For these Esti mates there is  n o  
specif ic m o n ies al located for those p u rposes. That i s  
n o t  to say that w e  won't be look ing a t  t h e m  over the 
course of next year in attempting to determi ne if, i n  
fact, w e  can p rovide s u p port for those sorts o f  pro­
grams. That is somet h i n g  we' l l  always be do ing, as I 
i n d i cated yesterday. We want to take both a long-term 
and a short-term approach to deal i n g  with some of the 
s ign if icant unem p l oyment p rob lems in Northern 
Manitoba. These types of projects are exactly the type 
of p rojects wh ich  one wou ld  want to look at in that 
regard. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Item No. 3, Local G overnment 
Development, and in accordance with the suggestion 
yesterday from the Member for N iakwa, I ' l l  read these 
i nto the record: 3 (a) Local G overnment Services; 
3 (b)  Local Government Services. 

T he Honourable Member for Swan R i ver. 

MR. GOURLAY: We're f in i shed on  2? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: I 'm sorry we shou ld pass the Reso­
l ut ion f i rst. 

Resolut ion N o. 1 1 5. 
THEREFORE BE IT R ESOLVED THAT there be 

g ranted to Her Majesty a sum not exceed i n g  $470,200 
for N orthern Affairs, Env i ronment and Work Place 
Safety and Health, Admin istrative Support Services 
for the f iscal year end ing  the 3 1 st Day of M arch 
1 983- pass. 

Cont i n u i n g  with No. 3, Local Government Devel­
opment, we're on 3. (b) ,  Local Government Services. 

The Honourable Member for Swan R i ver. 

MR. GOURLAY: Yes, Mr. Chairman,  I take i t  th is  i s  
where the Assistant Deputy M i n i ster's role i s ,  i n  Local 
Government Development. That position i s  c urrently 
vacant is it  not? 

MR. COWAN: The posit ion shows up u nder 3 . ( b )  but 
I don't want to get caught u p  in the same problems 
that we g ot caught up with last n ight .  I f  you wish to 
d iscuss i t  at  th is  point, I 'm perfectly p repared to. Yes, 
the position  is  vacant. 

Perhaps if I can, I can j ust g ive a brief openi n g  
statement a n d  then i f  there are q uestions f lowing  from 
that at the start of each sect ion.  

Of course, the Local  Government Development 
Divis ion provides local govern ment s u p port services 
to the 1 5  northern and remote com m u n ities fal l i n g  
u n d e r  t h e  j u r isdict ion o f  t h e  Department o f  Northern 
Affairs. These services fal l  i nto the area of local  
government s u p port and local support services. Thei r 
services with i n  th is d iv is ion are del ivered through 
t h ree d ifferent operati n g  branches with the fol l owin g  
objectives. 

The f i rst is l ocal government serv ices. Here we 
attem pt to progressively advance the local self­
government u n its fal l ing  w i th in  the j u risd ict ion of The 
N orthern Affairs Act in accordance with the p rovi­
sions of The N orthern Affai rs Act and as wel l  i n  
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accordance with governmental and departmental pol­
ic ies towards i ncreased autonomy. As part of that 
process we a re attem pt ing to progressively transfer 
authority, mon ies and resources to com m u nities as 
they become more and more capable of respons ib ly  
and effectively becoming self-gover n i n g  u n its. D u r­
i n g  that process we monitor and assist where possi­
b le ,  the local government bodies in carry i n g  out the 
l ocal service req u i rements as defined in The Northern 
Affairs Act. F i na l ly ,  we assist counc i ls  and commit­
tees in identify ing  and pr ior iz i n g  major i nfrastructure 
req u i rements which are del ivered by the department 
and other g overnment department agencies. 

To answer the specific q uestion of the member 
oppos ite, we can d iscuss the vacancy in the Assistant 
Deputy M i n ister's posit ion,  if  he wishes to do so at th is  
t i me. 

MR. GOURLAY: M r. Chairman, the M i n ister in h i s  
openi n g  remarks yesterday i n d icated that h is  objec­
t ive is  to see a nother six com m u nities move up i n  to 
self-ad m i n isteri ng  u n its, and another one i nto a jo int  
adm i n i strat ion from trust. I wonder if  he  could identify 
those comm u nities. 

MR. COWAN: We woul d  h ope, over the next period of 
time and that's the next f iscal year, advance from trust 
status to joint admin istration status, the comm u nit ies 
of Da l las-Red Rose, Stevenson Is land ,  P ine  Dock and 
Pri ncess Harbou r. Those are four wh ich  we wou ld  
h ope to  move i n  that  d i rect ion.  We woul d  a lso h o pe to 
advance from trust status to self-ad m i n ister ing  status, 
Big B lack R iver, South I nd ian  Lake and l l ford, and ,  
f ina l ly, we'd l i ke to  advance from jo int  a d m i n istrat ion 
to self-adm i n istrat ion status,  Easterv i l le, Campervi l le  
and Nelson H ouse. 

T hose are the objectives wh ich  we h ave set out for 
the upco m i n g  year. Hopefu l ly ,  we w i l l  be able to reach 
those objectives. We have put i nto p lace what I h ope 
wi l l  be enough d i rect support services to enable us to 
assist those com m u nities in what we would suggest, 
and I k now the mem bers opposite would agree, is a 
fair ly l ogical  progression of their  self-development. 

MR. GOURLAY: M r. Chairman, I would l ike to com­
mend the M i n ister on  his am bit ious effort to endea­
vour to get more and more of the com m u n ities look­
i n g  after the i r  own affa i rs .  I wonder if he cou ld  g ive us 
a l ittle more detai l  as to h ow he sees th is  happening 
with another  four or  s ix  comm u n it ies i n  the current 
f iscal year, and at the same t ime,  avo id ing  some of the 
pitfa l l s  that we have experienced in the past. 

MR. COWAN: To a nswer the m e m ber  d i rectly, I don't 
k now if we can avoid  the p itfa l l s  that have been expe­
rienced in the past. I am h o p i ng that we can avoid  
those p itfa l l s  and we h ave put  i nto the Est imates, as 
you w i l l  note, requests for three i ncreased trai n i n g  
off icers, who w i l l  b e  entrusted w i t h  the res pon s i b i l ity 
of going out i nto the field and work ing  with these and 
other com m u ni ties to assist them in develop i n g  their  
own capacity to reach that expanded self-government 
capacity with i n  their  own area. There may be prob­
lems.  As a matter of fact, I bel ieve I cou l d  hazard a 
g uess and be s u bstant ia l ly  correct that there w i l l  be 
p roblems and we don't  want to u n derplay those prob-
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lems. There are going to be very s ign if icant problems 
that we are going to h ave to come up with solut ions 
for .  Having said that, I expect that from t ime to t i me we 
wi l l  have to d iscuss specif ic problems and I wi l l  be 
l ooki n g  to the members opposite, as well  as to others 
who are i nterested and i nvolved in th is  area, to m ake 
me aware of those problems when they real ize that 
they exist and,  secondly,  to assist us i n  work i n g  
through those specific problems. 

MR. GOURLAY: Thank you,  M adame Chairman. I 
certai n l y  can say on behalf  of members on th is  s ide 
that we certa i n ly want to co-operate with the M i n i ster 
in his efforts to help these comm u n ities in this i mpor­
tant job, but I thought the way the M i n ister spoke 
yesterday that they had sort of a defin ite p lan  in m ind  
w i th  extra people work ing  i n  the f ie ld ,  work i n g  more 
c losely with the communities, and I j ust wondered i f  
he cou ld  g ive us a l ittle m o re deta i l  as to  how th is  
would  be .  

MR. COWAN: U nder 3 . (d)  i n  the Est imates , the 
member w i l l  note that  there is  a request for  th ree 
i ncreased posit ions; those posit ions w i l l  be f i l led by 
trai n i ng officers. Those train i n g  officers w i l l  work with 
our co-ordi n ators who are in the field at all t imes; as 
wel l ,  they w i l l  go out i nto the f ields themselves to work 
d i rectly with the com m u ni ties to try to p rovide the 
s upport services which we k now are necessary if ,  i n  
fact, w e  want t o  assist these commu n ities reach a 
self-govern ing  status. That is not to say that we won't 
be exam i n i ng other options throughout  the course of 
the year i n  respect to the way in which we provide 
train i n g  packages, in respect to the way in w h i ch we 
provide tra i n i n g  to our own staff. That is  an ongoing 
process as the member k nows. We w i l l  be doi ng  that 
as wel l ,  b ut we have identified three extra people i n  
recogn i t ion  of the objective that we woul d  l ike to h ave 
six more com m u n ities ga in  that status. 

MADAME CHAIRMAN: The Member for F l i n  F lon .  

MR. STORIE: Thank you ,  M adame Chairperson ,  j ust 
to make a couple of com ments for the record. F irst of 
a l l ,  I welcome the statement by the Honourable M i n is­
ter regardi n g  the increase in Local G overnment Ser­
v ices budget, and I t h i n k  th is  is an i mportant step. As a 
representative of the F l i n  F lon constituency and 
someone who h as Northern Affairs comm u n ities in  
h i s  r id ing ,  I certai n l y  appreciate the value that  th is  
branch of government has to northern com m u n it ies .  I 
bel ieve the com m u nities of Nelson House, the Metis 
com m u n ity there, the commun ity of Wabowden and 
the com m u n ity of S herr idon,  a l l  are in need of S u p­
port Services and as they conti n ue to expand their  
self-government exercises, they cont inue to develop  
the  expertise that's requ i red for  self-government. 
They're g o i n g  to be from time to t ime in need of 
s u p port. 

I woul d  also l i ke to say that, as I see it, the S u p port 
Services are not o n ly a means of develop ing  self­
government and of g iv ing each community a certain 
sense of p ride in their activit ies and their  u n dertak­
i ngs, I t h i n k  it 's a lso i m portant as a trai n ing  g rou nd for 
i n d iv iduals  in all k i nds of bookkeepi ng and accou nt­
i ng ,  on p rocedures and ru les ,  and I k now from h av i n g  
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attended some meet i n gs wi th  I 'm not sure w hat the 
offic ia l  title is  - the co-ord i n ators that work out of 
areas l i ke Thompson and The Pas, having attended 
commun ity counc i l  meet ings there and watched the 
com m u n ity counc i ls  develop a sense of d i rection and 
a sense of coherence and a sense of contribut ing to 
their  own local com m u n it ies, I k now that the i n d iv idu­
als i nvolved, both as counsel lors and as clerks, 
develop a sense of p ride in what they're do ing .  I t h i n k ,  
from that, develop a sense o f  pr ide i n  their  com m u nity 
and a sense of hope that their comm u n it ies can not 
only prosper b ut can develop and can funct ion l ike 
any other centre in Man itoba, in fact, in Canada. 

It 's a welcome change. I welcome the i ncrease i n  
the amount o f  money that's des i g n ated for th is  type of 
service and I k now it means a lot to these communities 
to k now that the government both supports them and 
encourages them in the i r  efforts to develop a style of 
government which is  appropriate for their  com m u n i ­
t ies and appropriate for the i r  l i festyles and of  benefit 
to al l the people that l ive in those communities. 

I would j ust ask the M i n ister if  there is  a l i k l i hood 
that other communities w i l l ,  in fact, be develop ing 
self-ad m i n ister ing capacity i n  the near  futu re. 

MR. COWAN: There's always a d iff icu lty, Madame 
Chairperson ,  with p rov id ing  a specif ic l i st and sayi n g  
these a r e  o u r  goals and objectives i n  that you t e n d  to 
restrict that l ist by omission . I would hasten to assu re 
the M e m ber for F l i n  F lon  that, if there are other com­
m u nities which move towards that capacity to become 
more self-governi ng,  we w i l l  do everyth ing  in o u r  
power to encourage t h e m  t o  do so. By suggest ing that 
these are o u r  objective com m u nit ies at th is  po int ,  we 
are not suggest ing nor shou ld  it  be i nferred that we 
are s uggesti ng  that we won't be work i n g  with other 
com m u n ities to move them along and a lso wor k i n g  
w i t h  those communit ies that have reached a self­
a d m i n ister ing status to assist them in m a i ntai n i n g  
that because there's always t i mes w h e n  y o u  have to 
look at moving backwards a step if  that's necessary as 
wel l  as the member opposite k n ows. So, we w i l l  be 
prov i d i n g  those sorts of services to al l  the com m un i­
ties. We have i so l ated the comm u nit ies which I read 
out before as o nes where we bel ieve we h ave a good 
chance of mak ing the progress which we have s ug­
gested we i ntend to make, but that is  in n o  way a 
reflect ion on the other communities. 

W h i l e  on my feet, I m i g ht add that I sent over a 
detai led c hart of th is  d iv is ion with in  the department 
and I h ave only one correction  to m ake to that c hart. 
The Assistant Deputy M i n ister wh ich is  a posit ion I'm 
certa i n  we' l l  be talk i n g  about very shortly is a vacant 
posit ion and the i nd iv idua l  who occupied that posi­
tion previously has n ow gone back to M u n ic i pal  
Affairs. 

MR. STORIE: I on ly  h ave one other comment and 
perhaps it's not  a q uest ion .  The M i n ister may wish to 
rep ly  in k i n d  and that is  with regard to the d iffi c u lties 
that these self-ad m i n isteri ng  com m u nities face from 
time to t i me and yesterday we heard the Member for 
Pem b i n a  and the Member for Swan R iver d iscuss and 
mention the fact that someti mes these commun ities 
do, in fact, violate some of the regu lations that govern 
their act iv it ies. I wou l d  only l i ke to say that for many of 
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these c o m m u n it ies and particu l arly the ones that are 
n ot yet self-govern i ng that th is  exercise is an experi­
ment for them. It 's a lear n i ng experience. It 's not 
somethi n g  that we can, I th ink ,  reasonably expect 
them to be prof ic ient at the beg i n n i n g .  It's to be 
expected that the adm i n istrators and the cou nc i l lors 
are going to from t ime to t ime make m i stakes. T hey're 
go ing to v iolate certain of the reg ul at ions,  perhaps 
without rea l iz ing it, perhaps without rea l i z ing the 
consequences of doing it  even i f  they do u n derstand 
that i t 's  a v io lat ion .  I th ink  it's i m portant to recog n ize 
that because it's a learn i n g  experience and because 
it's i m portant to the res idents that the react ion that we 
have to those enfri ngements, if  you l i ke, not be that 
strict. I t h i n k  there has to be some recogn it ion that it's 
a valuable enough exercise that we cannot become 
overly alarmed at some of the problems that occur. 
We have to take them in stride and conti nue to 
encourage those com m u n ities to develop the capac­
ity for self-government 

MR. COWAN: Of course, Madame Chairperson ,  I 
take the advice of the Member for F l i n  F lon  i nto con­
sideration. I assu re him that we wi l l  attem pt to p rovide 
that l at itude as we see fit. We w i l l  be k i n d  but f i rm i n  
o u r  dea l i ngs with t h e  com m u nities and,  b y  d o i n g  so, I 
t h i n k  we w i l l  generate the type of atmosphere which 
wi l l  i ndeed provide an environment and a n  o pportu­
n ity for those comm u nities to progress along the way 
to a self-gover n i n g  status, and once h av ing attai ned 
that status ,  w i l l  mainta in  that status as m u c h  as is 
poss ible.  

MADAME CHAIRMAN: T he Member  for Swan R i ver. 

MR. GOURLAY: Thank you, Madame Chairman, I 'd 
l i ke to ask a q uestion .  I 'm not sure i f  this is  the approp­
r iate p lace regarding the honorariu ms .  That woul d  be 
covered here? 

MR. COWAN: It's under 3 . (d )  but i f  he  wishes to d is­
cuss it here, I 'm prepared to do so. 

MR. GOURLAY: You had mentioned, M r. M i n ister, 
yesterday that the local honorar i u ms were being 
changed. I'd l i ke to have some idea as to the changes 
and also the fact that many of the comm u nities have 
d ifferent n u m bers of counc i l  members, and I was j ust 
wondering if  that has been standard ized to some 
degree or is  it  sort of hocus-pocus as far as the 
n u m bers of counc i l  members in the various comm u n i­
t ies or is that sort of being standard ized to some 
degree? 

MR. COWAN: As the mem ber is  aware, there was a 
p roposal put  forward that the n u m ber of cou nc i l lors 
i n  each commun ity be standardized on the basis of 
popu lat ion and that was a proposal that came forward 
from h i s  government and upon ass u m i n g  office, I 
asked that process be reviewed and be delayed for 
that reason i n  order to accompl ish  a review. 

Basical ly,  what I want to do and I th ink  the member 
wi l l  a l low me t h is latitude, is  go out i nto the com m u n i­
t ies and d iscuss that specif ic process with the com­
m u n it ies as they are going to be the ones that are 
g o i n g  to be affected by it  to the g reatest extent. I want 
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to ass u re myself that they u n derstand what the 
changes wi l l  mean and as wel l  that they are in favo u r  
o f  those types of changes. I f  w e  don't do that, t h e n  we 
wou l d  run the r isk of a l ienat ing those people  which 
we were not i nten d i n g  to a l ienate. I m ust admit  that I 
don't k now if there were those sorts of detai led d i s­
cussions held under  the previous ad m i n istration with 
the counc i ls  and with the organ izations which repres­
ent cou nc i ls ,  but I do want to assure myself as M i n is­
ter responsib le for i mplement ing the change, that I 
have had an opportu n ity to hear the voices of those 
who are going to be affected by that c hange. 

The short answer to h is q uesti o n  is ,  we have looked 
at the proposal.  we h ave n ot acted upon the p roposa l ,  
other than to say we are go ing to review it and d iscuss 
it with the coun c i ls. We've n ot rejected it.  

MR. GOURLAY: Would the M i n ister l i ke to comment 
on  the other areas that h ad been l ooked at by the 
previous M i n ister. They had n 't had a chance to rea l ly  
discuss it i n  any deta i l  as  far  as  the levels of  m i n i m u m  
services t o  t h e  various com m u nities and t h e  standar­
d ization of counc i l  members. I don't t h i n k  that there 
was any g reat d ia logue that took p lace as far as the 
standardization of cou n c i l  members. There was q u ite 
a b i t  of consultat ion with the d i fferent com m u nities 
with respect to levels of services for d i fferent sized 
com m u nit ies and I was j ust wondering if the new 
M i n ister has had a chance to l ook at those proposals 
and whether he has any plans to act on  those. 

MR. COWAN: I 've on ly  had an opportun ity to briefly 
be i nformed of some of the contents of the report. I 
w i l l  be reviewi n g  the report i n  deta i l .  I u nderstand that 
report was developed with the type of consultat ion 
wh i c h  we al l k now i s  necessary to des ign  good pro­
grams. For that reason ,  I want to have the time to 
review it in some deta i l  and then to make s pecif ic 
com ments u pon i t  at that t ime perhaps d u ri n g  the 
cou rse of this Session ,  more l i kely dur ing  the course 
of next year's Estimates if  I am sti l l  in the posit ion of 
respon d i n g  to those specific q uestions in this area, 
but I assu re the member opposite that report has not 
been forgotten or neglected and w i l l  be reviewed very 
carefu l ly .  As wel l ,  we w i l l  be going back i nto the 
com m u nities and discuss ing a n u m ber of changes 
wh ich  they may see as i m portant to them w h i ch m ay 
or may n ot be contained in the report. I do not want to 
l eave the i mpress ion that we're going to base those 
decis ions only on  that report. However, that report 
w i l l  be an i m portant part of o u r  review. 

MR. GOURLAY: I real ize, of course, that the M i n ister 
hasn't had that much time to rea l ly  have an opportu­
n ity to look at those reports i n  any great deta i l  but  
certa i n l y  we w i l l  be i nterested as the t ime goes on as 
to what transpires there. 

In this area there is ,  I th ink ,  reference to a new office 
located in Swan R iver. Of course, that is of part icu lar  
i nterest to me, and there isn 't a co-ordi nator located i n  
Swan R iver that covers some o f  t h e  N orthern Affairs 
communit ies that sort of use Swan R iver as their  
shopp ing area. I 've heard some rumours that there 
may be changes made i n  that arrangement. I 'm j ust 
wondering  i f  the M i n i ster wou l d  l i ke to comment on  it. 
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MR. COWAN: I have not heard those rumours nor  
have I started them.  

MR. GOURLAY: I 'm p leased to hear  that.  I th ink  that 
the communities that are affected appreciate the fact 
that the co-ordi nator is  stat ioned in Swan R iver. They 
do use, for the most part, that com m u n ity for their  
goods and services and I th ink that certai n l y  the office 
fac i l i ties that Government Services have provided for 
the N orthern Affairs person nel  i s  very adequate and I 
t h i n k  a lthough it's on ly  been operat ing for less than a 
year, it appears to me to be work i n g  out very wel l .  I ' m  
p leased to hear that there are no  changes t o  d iscon­
tinue that, at least, at the present t ime. 

MR. COWAN: I would o n ly ask the mem ber o pposite 
to consu lt with those people who have provided h i m  
with those rumours a n d  d isabuse them o f  the i r  con­
cerns and a l l ay their fears in this regard. There are no 
i m mediate p lans for change in that area. I a m  not 
going to say that from t ime to t ime we don't rat ional ize 
the ent ire system or  rat ional ize one specific part of the 
system, and we always have to a l l ow that opt ion to be 
avai lable to o u rselves. But I can assure h i m  that I have 
not looked at that office in an i n d iv idua l  way as part of 
that process, that I have not heard rumours respect­
i n g  that off ice or  the way in w h i c h  it  is  operated a n d ,  
f o r  that reason, have n ot d i rected any attent ion or  
caused any attent ion to be d irected to  that specif ic 
off ice. As long as it 's performing its funct ion and its 
role, I woul d  imag ine it  wou l d  be an i ntegral part of 
th is system. 

MADAME CHAIRMAN: 1 .-pass. 

MR. GOURLAY: Excuse me,  M adame Chairman.  O n  
t h e  q uestion o f  honorariu ms, that was t o  be covered 
u nder 3. ( b) ,  did you say? - ( I nterject ion)- Wel l ,  no,  
we can maybe - u n l ess someone else has some 
q uest ions u nder 3.(a) .  We're on 3.(a) ( l ) (a )?  

MADAME CHAIRMAN: 2.-pass; 3. -pass; ( b ) -pass; 
(c) ( l ) -pass; 3. (a) ( l ) (c ) .  

MR. GOURLAY: R i g ht. I woul d  j ust l i ke to ask the 
M i n ister i f  he can sort of  br ing us u p  to date as to  
-( I nterjection)-

MR. SHERMAN :  On a po int  of  order ,  M a d a m e  
Chairman.  

MADAME CHAIRMAN: The Member for Fort Garry. 

MR. SHERMAN: Just for the c l ar i f icat ion of  the  
Committee and the  assistance of  those of on  th is  s ide, 
coul d  you i nd i cate to the Committee whether or  n ot 
3. (a)  was written and read i nto the record and passed 
and that we then moved on  to 3 . ( b) on  page 1 08 and 
are now on 3. (c)?  

MR. CHAIRMAN, Jerry T. Storie (Flin Flon): That's 
correct. T here's no  I. It's j ust 3 . (c )  Comm u nity Works. 

MR. SHERMAN: 3. (c)  Com m u n ity Works. ( I)  Salaries 
and Wages. 

• 
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MR. CHAIRMAN: 3. (c) ( I ) .  We're on page 108; 3. (c) ( I )  
Salaries and Wages. 

The H onourable M i n ister, on a point of order. 

MR. COWAN: I ' m  somewhat confused, as are others, 
a l though I i mag ine it's more our fault for being con­
fused. H owever, i f  the member wants to discuss, I 
bel ieve, the F i re Program, -( I nterjection ) - Yes, I 
wou ld  g ive h i m  an openi n g  statement on the F i re 
Program and then address any questions he may have 
at that time, if  that's permissible.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: It's up to the M i n ister if  that's the 
way he'd l i ke to proceed. I don't th ink there's any 
i ntention of l i m i t ing debate. I f  you've m issed it ,  I 'm 
sure the H onourable M i n i ster w i l l  accom modate you 
and answer any questions you might have. 

MR. COWAN: I t h i n k  we may h ave j u m ped ahead of 
ou rselves, but let's have the l at itude to address those 
issues which you want to address in th is  part icu lar  
sect ion - although not yet to Env ironmental Man­
agement, to the Member for Tuxedo. 

On the F i re Program you w i l l  note that there is  a 
request for $90,000 more th is  year as compared to the 
adj usted f igures for l ast year. The adj usted f igures 
last year being 89,000 a n d  the 1 982-83 request being 
1 79,000. Th is  i ncrease i s  due to i ncreased tra i n i n g  as 
a resu l t  of h av ing more organized f i re departments. 
As wel l ,  we are prov id ing  an a l l owance to rep lace or 
repai r major equ i pment and fac i l i ties over and above 
the a m o u nts budgeted for the ma intenance in the 
com m u n ity budgets. We foun d ,  as the m e m ber o ppo­
site is  aware, that th is  is  necessary to ensure that th is  
p rogram operates at  a peak eff ic iency. So we p ro­
v ided t hat extra money i n  th is  particu lar section for 
those c o m m u n i t ies w h i ch may ,  i n  fact ,  need 
-( I nterjection)-

The f i re program request for th is  year i n c lu des 
money for equ i p ment and b u i l d i n g  repair ,  t ra i n i ng 
costs, a d iscret ionary fund for u nant ic ipated emer­
gencies, office operat ing and travel costs. 

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman,  could the M i n i ster 
advise the Committee where that appears that i n  
pr int? W e  don't ,  i n  o u r  Esti mates Book, have a n y  pr int  
appropriation  for  F i re Program.  

MR. COWAN: The reason for  that ,  and th is  becomes 
somewhat confus ing ,  because we are in the m idst of 
negotiati n g  a N orth lands Agreement, and th is  money 
fal l s  u n der the N orth lands Agreement. These pr int  
f i g u res,  81 , 82, are shown at 80 percent of the m o n ey 
w h i c h  was spent,  a n d  I do apolog ize, because it gets 
confusing because of the way in which t h i s  money 
has been calcu lated i n  the past a n d  the fact we are i n  
negotiat ions r ight now. 

But what it  s hows on  your page as 80 percent of the 
amount wh ich  was spent, wh ich  s hows $71 ,200, actu­
a l ly  $89,000 was s pent but the $71 , 200 amount is  what 
came out of Northern Affairs, 20 percent of that came 
out of the Department of F i nance, I bel ieve, as part of 
the p rocess which had been put in p lace by the pre­
vious govern ment to al low for these expenditu res. 

The money for th is  program, wh ich  I have i nd icated 
to you w i l l  be $ 1 79,000 wh ich  is 1 00 percent of the 
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money which we are going to s pend,  s hows u p  i n  Vote 
1 9  ( 8) -( I nterjection)- No, 80 percent shows up in 1 9  
(8)  and 20 percent shows u p  i n  the Department of 
F i nance and we hope to spend the money somehow, if 
they can remember where i t  is .  

MR. SHERMAN: M r. Chairman, where is 1 9(8)?  That's 
in a d ifferent department? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: We need some clar i f icatio n .  There 
is no 1 9(8) .  

MR. COWAN: That's Resolut ion 1 21 on  page 1 1  O 
u nder the head i n g  of Canada-Manitoba N orthern 
Development Agreement and an a m o u nt is  s hown for 
$ 1 7,831 ,400.00. 

MR. SHERMAN: So the money is  i nc l uded u n der that 
u m b re l la ,  Mr .  Chairman.  Could the M i n ister then 
s i nce we've now real ly  reverted, I g uess by concur­
rence of the Committee, to Resolut ion 1 1 6, 3 . (a) ( 1  ) ,  
cou ld  t h e  M i n i ster then provide the Com m ittee with 
the est i mated sums of expenditure and appropriat ion 
for a l l  the i tems u n der that headi n g  because the pr int  
est i mates conta in  no such i nformation?  

MR. COWAN: I t h i n k  I m ust make note that these are 
i n c u m bent upon the Northern Development Agree­
ment being successfu l ly  conc l u ded. For that reason 
it's a somewhat confus ing  process as we try to lead 
you through the f igu res. It  is certai n l y  not i ntended to 
be a confu s i n g  process and I wish that there was a 
more eff icient way to put these f igures to paper so that 
it  would  assist you. I w i l l  look through the rest of the 
Est imates to see i f  there isn 't some sort of fact sheet 
that we can p rovide to you at the beg i n n ing of any 
area where we have th is  part icular problem.  

What I am go ing to g ive you now i s  1 00 percent of  
what we expect to spend i n  that part icu lar area. So i f  
you go back to  3 . (a) ( 1  ) ,  the $446,300 f i g u re i s  80 
percent;  the other 20 percent of that f igure was con­
tained in the Department of F inance Esti mates. 

What we are i ntend ing  to spen d is  a n d  I 'm g iv ing 
you a 1 00 percent f igure and I w i l l  j ust ask m y  staff i f  
they can g ive me an 80 percent f igure so you can 
make the comparison, or  a 1 00 percent f igure of  last 
year's - last year the 1 00 percent f i g u re was 
$557,900.00. O u r  request th is  year is  $577,200 or  a 
$ 1 9,300 i ncrease, w h i ch is due to merit i ncrements. 
We are not req uest ing more staff in that part icu lar  
section. 

Other Expenditures, the 1 981 -82 adjusted f ig ure 
w h i c h  is  at 1 00 percent was $1 69,400.00. Our request 
for t h i s  year is  $ 1 89,000, for an i n c rease of $ 1 9,600 
w h i c h ,  as you can tel l ,  is  an i nflat i o nary i n c rease. T h is 
amount  i ncludes vehic le  operat i n g  costs, travel, a n d  
related costs f o r  non-employees - t h at w o u l d  mean 
br ing ing people in for sessions. 

The next item is  the item we were d iscussing and 
those are the f igures which I gave you which m i g ht 
have been somewhat confus ing ,  and I do apolog ize. 
The 1 98 1 -82 adjusted f igure was $89,000, 1 00 per­
cent. The 1 982-83 request is  $ 1 79,000, wh ich is  an 
i ncrease of $90.000 - which is  a s i g n if ica nt i ncrease I 
m ight add and one wh ich  I t h i n k  the mem bers 
opposite shou ld  take some satisfacti o n  in because 
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that is a program that they worked very hard i n  devel­
op ing and one which we have commended them on,  
for  the most part, throughout and have seen fit to 
cont inue  that sort of accelerated and expanded 
approach to p rovid i n g  f ire p rotection in Northern 
Man itoba, and that's why you see that sort of a s ign if i­
cant increase in that area. 

MR. GOURLAY: Thank you. I'd l i ke to thank the M in­
ister  for those dol lar f igures. The f i re program I 'm sure 
we're a l l  q u ite happy to see the thrust that is cont inu­
ing in that d i rection .  I 'd l i ke to commend the comm u n­
it ies, the volu nteer f i re f ighters who have worked hard 
at that prog ram and have done a commendable job. 
I 'm j ust wonderi ng  if  the M i n ister can i n d icate those 
com m u n ities that wi l l  be receivi ng  f i re trucks th is  
coming year, if  he has that i nformation.  

MR. COWAN: I j ust want to make certa in  that we're 
provid i n g  the i nformation in the proper way because 
we are j u m p i n g  around a bit and I have no objection to 
that because it's necessary to sort of move o u r  way 
back and forth through the Est imates to get the fu l l  
p icture. I can  g ive the member the i nformation if  he  
wishes. Okay. 

T hese are the capital expenditures p lanned i n  
respect t o  th is  program for the upco m i ng fiscal year 
of 1 982-83. We i ntend to put in place six f i re hal ls  and 
tanker garages. The com m u nit ies that w i l l  be affected 
are Berens R i ver, Dal las Red Rose, S herridon,  Pi kwi­
tonei,  Harwi l l  and Stevenson Island. 

Next we ant ic ipate a water l ine extension to the f ire 
ha l l  i n  Crane R iver. There w i l l  be four f i re trucks pro­
vided, one to Berens R iver, one to S herridon,  one to 
Pi kwitonei and one to Wabowden.  There' l l  be one f i re 
t ractor  put  i n  place i n  G ods Lake Narrows and we w i l l  
b e  spending $95,000 i n  p u rchas i ng new eq u i pment 
such as radio-based stagers and pagers, s i rens for f i re 
hal ls ,  p u m ps, hoses, nozzles, ladders and breath ing  
equipment. 

The f igure which we a re addressi ng  breaks down i n  
the expenditure for which w e  are on  now a s  t o  $50,000 
for equ ipment and bu i ld ing  repai r; $ 1 00,000 for train ­
i ng costs; $ 1 0,000 for d iscretionary f u n d i n g  for unan­
t ic ipated emergencies; and $ 1 9,000 for office operat­
i ng and travel costs. To break that $ 1 00,000 f igure for 
trai n ing  costs down i nto more s pecif ic detai ls ,  $8,500 
of it  is antici pated for f i re p revention cou rses; $ 1 1 ,500 
for f i re service i n structor cou rses; $ 1 3,500 for a f i re 
centre course; another $ 1 3,500 for in-school f ire f ight­
i n g  costs; $46,000 i n  com m u n ity trai n i n g  schools; and 
f inal ly,  $7,000 for central f i re col lege courses i n  
Thompson. 

I hasten to add that when I reverted back to these 
last f i g u res, I reverted back to the f i re program, wh ich  
we are d iscussing u nder 3.{a) ( 1  ) (c ) .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for  Swan R iver. 

MR. GOURLAY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I don't 
have any further questions on Page 1 07,  u n less other 
col leagues have. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Garry. 
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MR. SHERMAN: Thank you, Mr. Cha i rman.  J ust 
before we get off th is  item for the second and what 
p resu mably w i l l  be the concl us ive t ime,  I would j ust 
l ike to ask the M i n ister where does he i ntend to deal ,  
or  where can the Committee deal with the Recon c i l ia­
t ion Statement o n  Page 1 06? I am not sure that it  
comes under th is  area of the Est imates, except that 
this area does conta in  reference to the Canada­
Manitoba N orthern Development Agreement and that 
also occurs on  the Reconc i l iation Statement, M r. 
Chairman,  so I raise the question at th is  t ime. -
{ I nterjection)- Thank you, I appreciate the M i n i ster's 
co-operat ion,  Mr. Chairman. 

J ust one q uestion on  that there is  $ 1 44,500 of 
funct ion and spen d i ng that i s  transferred in 1 982-83 
to the Department of Northern Affairs, Env ironment 
and Workplace Safety and Health , from Consumer 
Services and Corrections.  Could the M i n ister advise 
what that constitutes? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i n ister. 

MR. COWAN: Last year that would be the grant that 
was made by the Department of Comm u n ity Services 
and Corrections to the Four Nations Confederacy. 
Th is  year i t  w i l l  be m ade to the Four Nations Confe­
deracy and the northern organizat ion ,  the MKO;  it  w i l l  
be spl i t  between the two of them on  a bas is  wh ich we 
have yet to work out with the organizations,  but  we are 
i nvolved in d iscussions. 

MR. SHERMAN: Thank you,  M r. Chairman.  I gather 
from what the M i n ister is saying is  that th is  year that 
wi l l  be done t h rough th is  department and not through 
the Department of Com m u n ity Services. 

MR. COWAN: Basical ly that is the case. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for N i akwa. 

MR. KOVNATS: Thank you, M r. Chairman,  j ust a 
couple of questions. I am aware that Transport Can­
ada h as a very extensive program of tra i n i n g  f i re f igh­
ters i n  Northern Manitoba, part icularly at  a irports, has 
the Provi nc ia l  G overnment co-ordinated th is  pro­
gram, th is  f i re program, with the Federal Govern ment 
at a l l  t h rough Transport Canada to assist in the train­
ing of people in the d i fferent n o rthern remote areas? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honoura ble M i n ister. 

MR. COWAN: I understand that there is  some co­
ordi nation ongoing through the Department of Labour 
and the Federal Govern ment in th is respect. We are 
not i n volved with that co-ordi nation at th is  t ime spe­
cif ical ly .  However, I w i l l  take the member's question 
as advice and ask staff to look i nto that area to see i f  
there are options available to  us .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Swan R iver. 

MR. GOURLAY: M r. Chairman,  as I mentioned ear­
l ier, I have no f u rther q uestions on  1 07, but on  the top 
of page 1 08, { b ) ,  I t h i n k  this is  where the M i n i ster 
i n di cated that he wou ld tell us about the ADM posit ion 
and also the honorar iums for the com m u n ity counci ls. 
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MR. COWAN: The Assistant Deputy M i n i ster posi­
tion i s  a vacant position w h i c h  arises out of the fact 
that the p revious Deputy M i n ister who took that office 
in February of 1 98 1  requested a transfer back to h i s  
orig ina l  posit ion ,  I bel ieve, a n d  I m ay stand corrected 
on that.  You would have to ask the M i n ister of M u n ici­
pal Affairs to conf irm that or to provide you with more 
accu rate i nformat ion,  but it is my understand ing that 
he req uested a transfer back to that or ig ina l  posit ion 
and we have certa i n ly agreed with h im i n  respect to 
his wishes.  

The Act ing Deputy M i n ister, who i s  now J im Per­
chal u k ,  is here with us today and I want to take th is  
opport u n ity to  commend the previous Assistant Dep­
uty M i n ister on  his work. W h i le he was with the 
department he served the department wel l  and we are 
now in the process of rev iew i n g  that posit ion .  The 
Acti ng Assistant Deputy M i n ister which we have i n  
p lace is  doing a commendable j o b  a s  wel l .  

MR. GOURLAY: I thank t h e  M i n ister for that response. 
I wonder i f  he cou ld  i n d icate now the levels of the 
honorar iums that he had i nd i cated. 

MR. COWAN: I can i nform the member opposite that 
the total i ncrease is  $65,000.00. I w i l l  p rovide h i m  with 
the exact i nformation as to what it  was and what it  w i l l  
b e  either a t  t h i s  s itt ing  or t h e  next s itt ing .  

We are now in  the process of  dete r m i n ing how that 
w i l l  be structured and I h o pe to be able to p rovide that 
i nformation to the member opposite when we have 
made a Cabinet decis ion i n  that regard, but it  w i l l  have 
to be a Cabinet decis ion ,  because I bel ieve it  i nvolves 
a change in regu lat ions and w i l l  become p u b l i c  
i nformation a t  that t ime.  

MR. GOURLAY: Yes,  Mr.  Chairman,  that is  r ight ,  it  
does req u i re a regu l at ion change and we wou ld  
appreciate gett i n g  the b reakdown as  to  the honorari­
u ms for m ayors and counc i l lors ,  and whether there 
are any d i fferences between s izes of comm un ities. I 
t h i n k  that at the present t ime a l l  mayors i n  the North­
ern Affairs com m u nities get the same honorariu m ,  a l l  
the cou n c i l  members, i f  I a m  n o t  m i staken. W e  were i n  
the process o f  look ing at mak ing  that a l ittle more 
equitable as far as the larger com m u n it ies versus 
smal ler  comm u n it ies and so forth. We would appre­
ciate that i nformation when you have it avai lable .  

MR. COWAN: I can i nform the member, at  the r isk of 
being overruled,  perhaps some time in the future that 
we ant ic ipate that the breakdown w i l l  be m uc h  s i m i lar  
to that which had been proposed p reviously,  but I w i l l  
p rovide h i m  with that detai l  once I am a t  l iberty t o  d o  
s o .  I am certai n  he  appreciates t h e  fact that it  does 
have to go thro u g h  the normal procedu res and it 
wou l d  be i n appropriate for me to d iscuss deta i ls  unti l  I 
had an opport u n ity to have it moved through the nor­
mal  system. 

MR. GOURLAY: M r. Chairman,  I 'd l i ke to move on  to 
(c) Com m u n ity Works. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Those items, because of some con­
fusion there, we have a l ready passed Item ( b ) ,  so we 
cou ld  move on to Item 3. (c) ( 1 )  Salaries and Wages 
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t h e  Honourable Member f o r  Swan R iver. 

MR. GOURLAY: I t h i n k  th is  is the area where we can 
d iscuss the water and sewer p rograms that are in the 
process of being i nstal led in some of the com m u n ities 
- Cross Lake, Norway House, maybe we can u pdate 
on that. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M i n ister. 

MR. COWAN: I have no objection to d iscussing  it  at 
t h is t ime.  I t  wou l d  be by the ru les more appropriate to 
d iscuss i t  u nder Capital Works, but i f  the member has 
some q uest ions w h i ch he  wants to bring to my atten­
t ion at th is  point I'd be g lad to address h i m .  Before 
doing so, I wou l d  l i ke to make j ust a brief openi n g  
statement on  th is  part icu lar  sect ion and provide h i m  
w i t h  t h e  i nformat ion which m a y  b e  o f  a more standard 
nature. 

We are now tal k i n g  about the Com m u n ity Works 
B ranch of the Local Government Development D iv­
is ion.  Of cou rse, the major activit ies of th is  branch are 
to provide major mai ntenance services respect ing 
roads, and there are approximately 200 m i les of  roads 
that we l ook  after as a department; water and sewer 
systems ,  and there are approxi matel y  40 water and 5 
sewer systems which we look after; and three d iesel 
generat ing p lants. As wel l ,  i t  provides s upervisory and 
tec h nical expertise in carry i ng out departmental pro­
jects, p l u s  we attem pt in a lmost every i n stance to 
assist the communities in the del ivery of various self­
adm i n ister ing community work projects. Aga in . these 
would i nc l ude roads, b u i l d i ngs, garage fac i l it ies, 
water and sewer systems, s u bdiv is ions and the l i ke .  
You wi l l  see that we are asking for no  increase in  
S M Ys. In  1 98 1 -82,  the adjusted figu re s how 30 SMYs 
u n der reg u l a r  staff man years; in project staff man 
years,  there was a total  of 37. That wi l l  stay the same i n  
o u r  request that i s  before you now. The i ncrease i n  
dol lar  terms are d u e  t o  merit increments. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Tuxedo. 

MR. GARY FILMON (Tuxedo): T h a n k  you, M r. 
Cha i rman .  Last s u m mer. i n  the course of a v is i t  to a 
n u m ber of northern comm u nities i n  d iscussions about 
part icu lar  problems with many of the res idents, I 
reca l l  that there was a considerab le problem with 
respect to the water supply at C ross Lake. Among 
other t h ings,  the new water supply  had gas seeping 
i nto the i ntake struct u re and that m ade it n o n  usable at  
the t ime we were there. I k now remedia l  measures 
were bei ng  recom mended and act ions to be taken, I 
j ust wonder if the M i n i ster can tel l us at the present 
t ime whether that has been tota l ly corrected and 
whether or  not  that i ntake i n  water s u p pl y  i s  now fu l ly  
operat ional  and avai lable for  the use of  the residents. 

MR. COWAN: I 'm i nformed, Mr .  Chairman,  that prob­
lem has in fact been resolved at this t ime and there 
does not appear to be s ign if icant d iffi c u lty in that 
regard. I f  we are ta l k i n g  specif ica l l y  about the prob­
lem with a gas leak which I t h i n k  is  the issue which has 
been put before us. 

MR. FILMON: So it's the M i n ister's response that the 
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water supply  is now fu l ly  operat ional  and that the 
residents are able to use the water supply from Cross 
Lake. 

MR. COWAN: I u n derstand that we w i l l  have the pro­
ject completed in its f inal ity this year. We are mon itor­
i ng now and prov id ing  i nformation  i n  repect to any 
d iff icu lties which may be encountered, but in short, to 
answer the M i n ister or  the mem ber, excuse me, I ' m  
elevati ng  h i m  t o  h i s  p revious posit ion it's been 
deferred, they i nform me, but that's not the answer to 
the q uestio n .  The q uest ion is  "yes," we have taken 
acti o n  and we' l l  contin u e  to take action unt i l  the s itua­
t ion is resolved to o u r  satisfacti o n  and the satisfaction 
of the comm u n ity are are conti n u i n g  mon itori ng  pro­
grams at the present t ime. 

MR. FILMON: I would a lso ask the M i ni ster with 
respect to the com m u n ity of Cross Lake, I was more 
than concerned about the problems that they were 
faci ng  with respect to the low water levels. I had spent 
some considerable t ime up there in the s u m mer of 
1 96 1  as a student surveyor and I was fam i l iar  with the 
comm u n ity and the water levels and so on. Unfortu­
nately ,  due to actions taken by the government in the 
early '70s, the Schreyer govern ment, with respect to 
the construction of Jen peg for the regu lation  of Lake 
W i n n i peg, some massive c hanges occurred in the 
natura l  water f low through the Nelson R iver system 
wh ich  manifested themselves in serious problems as 
the member wel l  k n ows because we had d iscus­
s ions when we were on opposite s ides of the House 
and at a meet ing of the N orthern Affairs Community 
Counci ls  and other meet ings with respect to j ust how 
seriously Cross Lake has suffered the effects of the 
low tai l water that was d ownstream of Jenpeg. Of 
course, that was an effect that was not bargai ned for 
dur ing the construction of Jenpeg a l though an 
u n derstandable one and k nowing the controls that i t  
p laces on  downstream flows. 

We a lso k now of course that when we're in a situa­
t ion that Manitoba Hydro wishes to conti n u e  to store 
water and contro l  the release of water from Lake Win­
n i peg via the Jenpeg control works, that  they are i n  a 
posit ion to cut back substantial l y  on the f lows;  that 
the m i n i m u m  f lows that they are a l lowing are s i m p ly 
not suff icient to provide for Cross Lake's needs. Th is  
has caused many p roblems, not with respect to natu­
ral f i s h i n g  hab itats and we're not in a posit ion to d is­
c uss that - that I recognize. But  the fact of the matter 
is that remedia l  actions w i l l  be the prerogative and the 
respons ib i l ity of the Department of Northern Affairs. 
Several p lans h ad been put forward with cost esti­
mates. I'm recal l i n g  from memory but 400,000 sits i n  
my m i nd .  T here are other, perhaps more expensive 
measu res, reconstruction of various fac i l i ties at the 
water level, at shore level and so o n  and so forth .  

M y  question to  the M i n i ster is ,  j ust exactly what h is  
d epartment has p lan ned for the comm u nity and how 
h i g h  a p rior ity is  it  and when we can  we expect to see 
someth ing taking p lace there? 

MR. COWAN: The question the member  asks are 
t h ree q uestions and I ' l l  try to address them as wel l as 
provide a bit of backgro u n d ,  m u c h  of wh ich he is 
probably aware, but perhaps some of the newer 
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mem bers wou ld  appreciate that i nformat ion .  Of 
course, the concerns which the member has outl i ned 
are serious concerns. The i mpact of the change i n  
water f lows upon that comm u n ity i n  specif ic and a 
n u m ber of other commun ities i n  N orthern Man i toba 
have been serious i mpacts. As a resu l t  of a n  agree­
ment w h i ch was negotiated between five affected 
bands, Man itoba Hydro, the Province of Man itoba 
and Federal Government, an agreement wh ich  is 
cal led the Northern F lood Agreement, many d i fferent 
options have been reviewed and exami ned. The 
Northern Flood A g reement, of course, a lso provides 
an o p portu n i ty  to address those issues in a n u m ber of 
d ifferent fashions.  

One is ,  the parties affected by the agreement can s it  
down and i nterna l ly  negotiate a n  agreement to satisfy 
the concerns which are brought forward by any one of 
the s ignatories to the agreement. 

The other, of course, is  they can go to arbitrat ion 
where an arbitrator wi l l  then make a decis ion as to the 
j ustification of one case over another. 

T he problem with low water levels is  one which h as 
j ust recently been addressed by the arbitrator i n  
respect t o  its effect on  recreat ional  faci l it ies i n  Cross 
Lake and in respect to the level of water and environ­
mental concerns. 

Now when I say it 's been addressed by the arbitra­
tor, it was a c l a i m  that was b rought  to the arb itrator 
but I u nderstand i t  has been settled i nterna l ly  by the 
s ignatories without the arbitrator having fou nd it 
necessary to bring forward a decis ion . 

I m ig ht add that I h ave read the test imony w h i c h  
i nc lu des several h u n d red pages of t h e  parties t o  t h e  
agreement a s  they made the i r  case before the arbitra­
tor, and it's q u ite i nterest i n g  readi n g .  I woul d  be more 
than p leased to forward it to the member  opposite i f  
he wou ld  l i ke to  advise h i mself of the detai l s  of th is  
part icu lar  c la im ,  wh ich is  C la in  No. 1 1 .  It  addresses 
many of the issues which the member has addressed 
i n  h i s  remarks j ust previously.  Those are issues which 
we f ind of g rave concern as wel l .  

The water su pp ly  q uestion is  one which we feel h as 
been resolved, or is i n  the process of being resolved 
satisfactori ly,  and that's in respect to the i ntake. I ' m  
i n formed that w e  h ave spent several h u n d red thou­
sand do l lars in that regard, approximately $300,000 to 
be more specif ic ,  to try to resolve that part icu lar  
problem.  

We are now i nvolved i n  a n u m ber of studies which 
w i l l  h i g h l i g ht ways by wh ich  - not on ly  h ig h l i g ht I 
m ig ht add,  b ut w i l l  exa m i ne the effects of ways by 
w h i ch the water level may i n  fact be made more stab le  
f rom a n  environmental perspective. O nce we have 
those i t  w i l l  g ive us a better pictu re as to how we can 
deal with the p roblem,  and not the symptoms of the 
problem. 

As it  i s  at the p resent t ime,  though, we f ind o u r­
selves forced to deal with the symptoms of the p ro b­
lem and that's prov id ing  th is  sort of safe water system 
and I u nderstan d  that the water that is bei n g  con­
s u med in that com m u n ity n ow i s  of a safe qua l ity, and 
of an acceptable qua l ity, and a lso to address the other 
issues. 

Capita l  works, and we can address it  here or  there if 
you wish ,  there's a proposal to put in a water and 
sewer system i n  the comm u nity as  wel l .  I hope that 
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answers the member's other q uest ion .  

MR. FILMON: Wel l ,  i t 's  on ly  a partial  answer, Mr .  
Chairman,  because I am aware of  the remedies that 
are avai lab le to the com m u n ity by vi rture of the Nor­
then Flood Agreement and the negotiat ions that can 
take p lace u nder that aegis. 

But w hat I 'm rea l ly  referr ing to is  the costs of tens of 
thousands, if  not h u nd reds of th ousands of d ol l ars, to 
various p u b l i c  fac i l it ies and private faci l it ies by hav ing 
to  dea l  with a very drastica l ly  altered water level i n  a 
com m u n ity whereby dock faci l i t ies and other shore 
level ,  water level faci l it ies, w i l l  have to be permanently 
altered or  adjusted in some way to deal with p roblem,  
or e lse some means taken to permanently stab i l ize the 
water level  at a level  that wou ld  be more acceptable 
for various p urposes, whether that be recreation,  or  
f ish ing ,  or  boat ing ,  or  transportat ion .  or a l l  those 
other t h ings upon w h i ch the commun ity rel ies. 

I say to the M i n i ster that I perhaps have p laced 
some more u rgent respons ib i l ity on  his shoulders 
with respect to th is  because it res ults as a d irect con­
sequence of an action  taken by a previous i ncarnation 
of a New Democratic government in this p rovi n ce, 
whereby the construction of Jen peg wh ich  just i nc id­
ental l y  happened to have been regarded by a jud ic ia l  
i n q u i ry as being a tota l ly  useless p roject i n  the f i rst 
p lace has now resu l ted i n  some very serious damage 
to comm u nit ies and residents downstream.  I p lace an 
even g reater onus of responsi b i l ity upon th is  M i n ister, 
who represents that area both in h i s  own personal 
seat and as the M i n i ster respons i b l e  - no,  no,  I don't 
mean that area be ing Cross Lake but that n o rthern 
downstream area - and as the M i n ister responsib le 
for N orthern Affairs, to g ive it a h ig h  pr iority. As I say, 
more through the sense of responsi b i l ity of c lea n i ng 
up an adverse effect of a dec is ion of a previous New 
Democratic government. 

There are ways and means avai lab le, certa in ly  
eng ineer ing and tec h nical  solut ions to the p roblem of  
the control of  the ta i l  water levels from Jenpeg and I 
u rge th is  M i n ister to cons ider  tak i n g  the action and 
tak ing it  as  a pr ime respons ib i l ity i n  the not  too d i stant 
future. 

MR. COWAN: I bel ieve I am tak ing  the action in that 
manner, and it is an u rgency i n  respect to the activities 
of the department and one wh ich  we have addressed a 
g reat deal of thought,  consideration  and action to, to 
date. 

So I wish to assu re the member opposite that we, 
too, are aware of those problems. They are cont i n u i n g  
p roblems. I don't want to reh as h  t h e  Tritschler I n q u i ry 
or f ight the last election campaign.  I don't want to 
point  out what would have happened if the Conserva­
tive p lans for Hydro had gone a head to Northern 
Man itoba. I don't want to become i n volved in that, 
a l though I w i l l  i f  I find it  necessary. I don't want to 
become i n volved in that because there are m u c h  more 
i mportant t h ings to do. 

I t h i n k  the member opposite add ressed those 
i mportant th ings and that is to get about f i nd ing  the 
solut ion to some of these problems and where the 
sol ution i s  not eas i ly  obtai nable,  f ind ing some remedy 
which w i l l  in fact red u ce the i mpact as much as possi­
ble, or  deal with the negative i m pacts in a positive way 
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which come as a resu l t  of hydro development. 

MR. FILMON: M r. Chairman,  a further p roblem or 
concern that was raised in the com m u n ity was with 
respect to the operation of the saw m i l l  there. This may 
not come u nder th is  item and I w i l l  certa i n l y  accede to 
the M i n ister's wishes with respect to the v iab i l ity of 
the operat ion ,  the opport u nity for it  to conti nue to 
p rovide jobs a nd e m pl oyment for peop le  in the com­
m u n ity and the opport u nity for i t  to expand its 
markets by vi rtue of road access and transportat ion .  

There was a further problem of cou rse of gett ing  
hydro power i nto that  part icu lar  fac i l ity wh ich  was 
one of the reasons why the economics d i d  not work 
out for the saw m i l l  operat ion.  There were s u p posed to 
have been ongoing d iscussions between both the 
Native and the nonstatus commun it ies in Cross Lake, 
hopef u l l y  u nder the g u idance of the M i n ister's 
department, to bring some satisfactory resolut ion to 
the problem so that this part icu lar  i nd ustrial  faci l ity 
could  conti n ue to provide meaningfu l  employment i n  
that com m u n ity for residents o f  Cross Lake. 

MR. COWAN: This is  a serious p rob lem and one 
w h i c h  we are well aware of. I fou n d  t h is p rob lem on 
my desk s hortly after having assu med the office. At 
that t ime we consulted with the community; we con­
su l ted with other i n d iv iduals  who coul d  provide u s  
w i t h  thei r expertise a n d  t h e i r  experience i n  th is  
regard. The saw m i l l  operat ion  is  i n  ser ious d iffic u lty; 
we are going to do that wh ich we can to try to assist it 
out  of that diff iculty. Part of the problem, in fact, i s  a 
hydro l i ne to the saw m i l l  and I u nderstand r ight now 
the d iffi c u lty in that regard i s  obtain i n g  a r ight-of-way 
transfer from the Federal Government. But we are 
work i n g  on that, we w i l l  con t i n ue to work on it ;  we are 
work i ng on  i t  with the comm u nity, with the m a i n  i n d i­
v iduals  i n volved with the saw m i l l  operation and with 
other govern mental  departments to try and come to a 
satisfactory resolut ion.  

I w ish I cou ld  be more opti m i st ic ,  but  I d o n 't wish 
that  lack of opt im ism to be i nterpreted by any as a lack 
of commitment or  w i l l  on  our  part to f ind  a solut ion to 
th is  problem if in fact a solut ion is  poss ib le .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for  Tuxedo. 

MR. FILMON: Speak ing part icu lar ly to the question 
of obtai n i n g  the r ight-of-way for the hydro l ine to the 
saw m i l l ,  and I t h i n k  that there is  also a problem with 
respect to obtain i n g  a r ight-of-way for a road t h roug h  
t h e  I nd ian reservation there a s  wel l ,  is  there some 
com mon agreement between the two com m u n ities, 
the status and nonstatus comm u n it ies that this ought  
to happen or is  there sti l l  some d i ff icu lty in  arr iv ing at  
a resol ut ion to these problems because of  a lack of  
com m itment on  a l l  s ides with respect to th is? 

I wonder if  the M i n i ster could i n d icate that. 

MR. COWAN: I u nderstand that they are moving 
c loser to a n  agreement and it m i g ht be too strict an 
i nterpretation of the word to say that there is  an 
agreement i n  pr inc ip le ,  but I woul d  suggest that i s  
very c lose. If  a l l  g oes wel l ,  and as t h e  member u n der­
stands there are d ifficu lt ies that can enter i nto the 
p i cture at  any t ime i n  th is  type of negotiat ions,  but i f  
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a l l  goes wel l  we shou ld  not have that d i ff icu lty i n  the 
very near future .  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order p lease. Committee rise. 
Call in the Speaker. 

IN SESSION 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Member for F l i n  
F lon .  

MR. STORIE: I move, secon d ed by the Honourab le  
M e m be r  for Concord ia  that the House accept the 
report as received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M i n ister of Health. 

MR. DESJARDINS: M r. Speaker, I move, seconded 
by the Honourable Membe r  for Spr ingf ie ld that the 
House do now adjourn .  

MOTION presented and carried and the H o u s e  
adjourned and stands adjo urned unt i l  2 :00 p . m .  M o n ­
d a y  afternoon 
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