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THRONE SPEECH DEBA TIE 

MR. SPEAKER, Hem. Ha rry lE. Graham (Birtie­
Russell): The Honourable M i nister of Government 
Services has t h i rty m i nutes. 

HON. HARRY J. ENNS (lakes ide): Thank you, M r .  
S peaker. I was commiserat ing  with t h e  honourable 
members opposite, part icu lar ly the Leader and the 
New Democratic P arty as a whole pr ior to  the supper 
hour adjournment about ihe apparent and the very 
obvious difficulty that t hey h ave to deal with ,  and 
they h ave to deal with it. We can just sit  o n  th is  side 
and watch it. I was suggest ing  t h at the Leader o! the 
Opposit ion has a most diff icult  task ahead of h i m .  
T h e  other day w e  heard t h e  pol it ical obituary of t h e  
Mem ber ! o r  St. J o h n s ,  a n d  y o u  k n ow ,  I ' m  n o t  go ing 
to abuse the privi lege, M r .  Speaker, and the House 
rules by suggest ing ,  when I look at the row of empty 
bencl1es opposite, but I h ave wondered where h ave 
been some of the heavy weights from the other side? 
For i n stance,  where is  the Member for Seven Oaks? 
Or where is  the . 

M!P.. SPEAKER: Order, o rder p lease. M ay I suggest 
to the honourable mem ber t h at i t  is  h igh ly  i m p roper 
to comment o n  the absence or  p resence of any 
member of the Cham ber. Order p lease. 

The H o nourable Member for Logan.  

MR. WllliAM JIENKINS: M r .  S peaker, o n  the same 
point of order,  I wish to i nform the H ouse t h at the 
Honourable Mem ber for Seven Oaks h as been in bed 
with the flu. H e  wil l  be back o n  M o nday. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
G overnment Services. 

MR. IENNS: Mr. Speaker, i t  seems to me we started 
th is  afternoon's session off with the Leader of the 
Opposit ion aski n g  where my M i nister of F i nance was, 
who is  in Ottawa o n  business, but of course, that 's  
fai r ,  M r. Speaker, that 's  fair .  And I accept,  of course, 
w i t h o u t  q uest i o n ,  t h e  w o r d ,  a n d  I w i s h  t h e  
H o n o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  Seven O a k s  a s p e e d y  
recovery because I ' l l  te l l  you , h i s  leader a n d  h i s  party 
is  going to need h i m  in th is  Chamber i f  they're going 
to mount  any k i n d  of an effect ive opposit ion to us .  

M r. Speaker, I can only let the facts speak for  
themselves. I n asmuch as there has been a hesitancy 
on the part of members o pposite to really get into 
th is  debate and t o  really, which t hey keep o n  te l l ing  
u s  is  o n  the t hroes of the coming elect ion ,  to  warm 
u p  to the subject m atter, the fray that 's  soon to 
come, and we see a d i sjo inted,  unun i ted,  rather 
d ismal effort i n  terms of represent i n g  the kind of 
official opposition t h at I t h i n k ,  by and large, and after 
all ,  some of u s  h ave spent eight years on the other 
side of the benches and I t h i n k  t h at we, d u ri n g  t hose 
eight years, and t h ey were some of the years that I ,  
q u i t e  f r a n k ly w o u l d  j u s t  a s  s o o n  f o r g e t .  B u t  
nonetheless w e  were t here i n  n u m bers, ready t o  

debate, ready to take issue with t h e  government o f  
t h e  day, a t  t h e  drop o f  a hat.  A n d  I d o n ' t  see t h at 
spir i t  emanat ing  from the off icial  opposit ion i n  t hese 
f irst few days of this Sessio n  and, M r .  Speaker, I 
suggest to them that is going to be the cal ibre of 
opposit ion that Man itoba electors wi l l  see at the next 
election and the result  of course i s  i nevitable.  

I suspect,  Mr.  Speaker,  and I don ' t  really believe 
t h at t hey wi l l  confirm it. 3ut the truth of the m atter is 
t h at they h ave conceded the next election to us.  
They are obviously involved i n  some serious second 
thoughts about their  own l eadership and I suppose 
perhaps there's some j ockeyin g  tak ing p l ace as to 
who eventual ly will be the l eader t h at will h ave a 
s e r i o u s  poss i b i l i t y  of b e co m i n g  P r e m i e r  of t h i s  
province, b u t  certain l y  from what we've seen today 
a n d  what  we've seen i n  t h e  e a r l y  days of t h i s  
Session,  i t  would appear, n o t  s o  much,  M r .  S peaker, 
I ' m  h u mble enough t o  admit  by our  own act ion ,  but 
by the lac!< of acti o n  on the part of the off ic ia l  
o pposit ion .  

M r .  S peaker, I h ave suggested to you i n  the f irst 
few comments t h at the Throne S peech that we are 
deb at i n g  w i l l  receive wide and g rowi n g  support ,  
a l luded to the very eviden t  s u pport that  the F irst 
M i nister and th is  government is  a lready surprising to 
us receiving on our constitut ional  posit ion and i t  w i l l  
be i nterest ing to see the N ew Democrats as they 
attempt to rat ional ize their  posi t ion ,  their  common 
l aw re lat i o n s h i p  wi th  the P r i m e  M i n ister  o n  t h i s  
q uest ion o f  Constitut ion which i s  q u ickly dissipat ing  
in  f ront  of  them.  They b e l i eved t h a t  i t  was t h e  
pol it ical ly expedient course to fo l low,  but  w h a t  are 
they going to do i f  the next po l l  comes out a month 
from now and i t  shows t h at 70 percen t  of Canadians 
are d i a m e t r i c a l l y  o p posed to t h e  c o n st i t u t i o n a l  
package t h at t hey n ow f ind themselves support i n g ,  
and M r .  Speaker, t h a t  i s  going t o  be the case. I don ' t  
t h i n k  there's a n y  reasonable o bserver of t h e  pol i tical 
scene in Canada today t h at c annot n ow see t hat 
constitut ional  package t h at ttoe Pr ime M i nister of th is  
c o u ntry has tr ied so desperately t o  fo ist  o n  the 
country, drift ing  and s l ipp ing away from h i m. 

I n deed, it m ay wel l  take the form t h at is suggested 
by the Member for l nkster, t h at patriat ion ,  yes, but  
very s l i m  h o pe s  o f  the a m e n d m e n t s  w h i c h  my 
nat ional leader ,  the M e mber for  lnkster,  and any 
other  r ight-t h i n k i ng Canadian i s  completely i n  accord 
with a g rowin g  m ajority of Canadians t h at d o n ' t  ask 
Eng land, d o n ' t  ask G reat Britain ,  the Parl iament of 
G reat Britain ,  to  do what we h ave diff iculty i n  doing 
o urselves. That i s  the k ind of final insu l t  t o  the l ast 
vestage of  o u r  col o n i a l  p as t  a n d  i t ' s  b e i n g  
perpetuated by none other t h a n  o u r  Pr ime M i n i ster. 

S o  M r. Speaker, the Throne S peech i s  going to 
receive t h at support.  The T hrone S peech i s  going to 
receive t h at k i n d  of steady, g rowing s u pport from al l  
o f  t ho s e  t ha t  a r e  involved i n  the econom i c  
development field i n  t h e  Province o f  M anitoba,  both 
in the p ubl ic  and p rivate sector. And, M r. Speaker, 
aga i n ,  I shouldn't  be g iving the NDP any l essons or 
any advice, but I can do t h at because I k now t h e  
Member f o r  St .  Johns i s  n o t  g oing to accept i t  and 
i t 's  always n ice to be able to do a l itt le bit of crystal 
g azing and foresee in the future knowing what the 
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end result  w i l l  be. They h aven' t  realized the extent 
they h ave fal len i nto the trap that we have careful ly  
la id  for t h e m. The i r  foc u s i n g  o n  the issue o f  
economic development i n  th is  p rovince is ,  o f  course, 
precisely what we want them to do, because what 
h a p p e n s ,  honou r a b l e  g e n t l e m e n  o p pos i t e ,  w h e n  
these p romises t h at are contained in t h i s  T h rone 
Speech become hard !act? What happens when one 
month,  another month, another month p asses and 
m ajor economic in i t iat ives, p romises,  turn  out to be 
thousands of jobs,  turn  out to create the k i n d  of  
economic development t h at t hey are help ing u s  focu s  
i n  on a n d  t h e  need for as being s o  i m portant to t h e  
Province o f  M a nitoba. 

In saying that,  Mr. S peaker, I don't accept the 
posit ion that of course is  being hoisted on u s  by 
mem bers opposite and/or by others i n  comm u nity 
that s uggests t h at our economy i s  that bad . I ' m  
acknowledg ing that relative t o  o u r  sister p rovinces, 
part icularly S askatchewan and Alberta, t h at we are, 
and need to attract and develop the k i nd of p rojects 
that are talked about in t h i s  Throne S peec h .  I ' m  also 
confident enough that they h aven ' t  been put i n  there 
j ust to f i l l  up space, just to g ive tile Lieutenant­
Governor somet h i n g  to read about.  

I only i n d i cate to you gentlemen - and I see the 
M ember for  Ste. Rose has got h i s  th ink ing hat  on.  
H e's start ing  to get a l i t t le worried about what I ' m 
tel l i n g  you because, gentlemen of the opposit ion, you 
k now when the m ajor e conomic  f lywheel  in t h i s  
p rov i n c e ,  n o r t h e r n  d ev el o p m e n t  o f  h y d ro ,  
commences and when some o f  the m ajor economic 
i n i at ives come off  the paper and actua!!y start gett i n g  
in to the g roun d  and employi n g  people,  I a s k  you 
s imply,  gentlemen, what ' s  going to be you r  p l atform? 
What's goin g  to be you r  p l atform? You k now, having 
dedicated , d evoted so much of you r  t ime in help i n g  
us to focus i n  on th is  one issue - s u r e ,  i t  p u t s  some 
pressure on us. it puts some pressure o n  u s  and we 
wil l  have to perform but we are confident t h at we are 
going to perform . 

M r. Speaker, that cou p led with the k i n d  of social  
i n it iat ives that are bein g  shown by th is  government 
that gentlemen opposite just d i d n ' t  d ream we were 
capable of; the k i n d  of in i t iat ives t h at my colleague,  
t h e  M i n i s t e r  of  Com m u n i t y  H e a l t h  and S oc i a l  
Services, t h e  k i n d  ol  i n i t iat ives t h at t h e  M i nister 
responsible for Housing i s  j ust announcing i n  these 
d ays that k ind of selected help, that we promised by 
the way,  a s  com p a re d  t o  the b ro a d  b r u s h  or 
u niversal p rograms, because the d ifference is  we can 
help where i t ' s  needed . W e  can h e l p  w h e re i t ' s  
needed i n  a f a r  more s u b st a n t i a l  w a y  f o r  t hose 
fam i l ies, those people in our  society t h at are rais ing 
fami l ies at a most d ifficu lt  t ime with r is ing costs. That 
30 per month per chi ld wil l  not be spread over to 
everybody, inc lud ing myself when I don't need it. If 
we d i d  that,  the p rogram possib ly  coul d  not h ave 
developed more than 1 0  or 7 .50 or 8.50 or 9 .00 per 
ch i ld ,  but  by doing as we promised , by selectively 
zeroing i n  and ident ifyi n g  the area of need , we can 
make t hese p rograms mea n ingfu l  and real and i n  
fact, come t o  the aid o f  those whom governments 
shoul d  and ought to be concerned about and thus 
enrich our programs. 

M r. Speaker ,  t hese t h i ngs are al l  conta ined , i n  
some o f  them the gears are i n  mot ion,  t h e  programs 
are being started , January 1 st start-up for some of 

them,  coupled with the economic in i t iat ives in th is  
Throne S peech leads me to bel ieve t h at there wi l l  be 
no q uestion as to whether or not the acceptance of 
the pol icies, of the i n it i at ives, the p rograms of th is  
government as contained i n  t h i s  Throne S peech wi l l  
w in  ever wider  and wider  support. 

lt w i l l  be supported .by the agricul t u ra l  comm u n ity. 
M r .  Speaker, t h at is say ing the redu ndant. The k i n d  
of obvious, enthusiastic,  aggressive leadersh ip  t h at 
our  M i nister of Agricul ture br ings to the problems of 
agr icu lture ,  the k i n d  of i mmedi ate responses t h at th is  
government has shown i n  a d ifficu l t  year, i n  d rought ,  
i n  f lood, and M r. Speaker, t h at m ay not  be evident 
to some of the honourable mem bers opposite who 
don' t  h ave too much occasion to t ravel t h rough the 
agricul tura l  comm u nity of M a nitoba. But  again !et  m e  
te l l  you t h at i t  was o n e  of the rewards of b e i n g  i n  
p u b l i c  l i fe.  One of the awards of p u b l i c  l i fe i s  being 
a b le to part ic ipate i n  the Cabinet tours t h at we h ave 
been o n ,  t ravel l i n g  t h ro u g h  southwest M an itoba,  
t h rough sout heast M an itoba and getti n g  that k i n d  of  
i n st a n t  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t ,  the f a c t  t h at t h i s  
government cares for t h e  farmers of Manitoba, th is  
government cares for  agr icu lture i n  M a nitoba, and 
th is  M i n ister best  expou n d s  t hose concerns ,  M r. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I 've already indicated t o  you t h at the 
T h ro n e  S pe e c h  doesn ' t  l eave g a p s. W h e n  t h e  
M i nister o f  Education br ings forward h i s  p rograms 
l ater o n  in the Session , p rograms complementi n g  
t hose p rograms w i t h  other socia l  services p rograms, 
it  b r i n g s  a rou n d e d ,  f u l l  con s i d er a t i o n  ior ail  
segments of our society of government ection i nto 
b e i n g  a n d  i n t o  p la ce. M r .  S pe a k er,  I h ave n o  
q u estion a t  a l l  about t h e  success o f  that p rogram. 

Now, Mr.  Speaker,  we are not perfect and i m u st 
acknowledge an area of which we, col lectively, h ave 
been a d is m a l  fa i l u re.  I say col l ect ively because 
we've a l l  had responsib i l i ty, we've a l l  k nown ,  and 
t h at is  deal i n g  with the m atter of hydro. M r. Speaker, 
we h ave a l lowed , even though - and I suppose it's 
the old adage, i f  we don' t  say i t  often enou g h ,  it isn ' t  
b e l i eved - w e  h ave a ll owed t he m y t h  t o  b e  
p e r p e t u a t e d  t h at we, t h e  C o n s ervat i ve 
adm i nistration, shut  dow n ,  closed down Limestone 
economic development in the north. Now, everybody 
k nows that is a blatant untruth and everybody k nows 
t h at it was t h e  previous admi n istration that  shut  
down Limestone i n  the summer of 1 977. I want  to 
j u st reiterate that because we h ave to do that .  Why? 
Because, Mr. Speaker, the Member tor Burrows had 
a lot of f u n  read i n g  back from previous b u dget 
speeches; a l low me to read from '79 and i n d icate, of 
course,  what was happe n i n g  in hyd ro. The other 
afternoo n ,  i t  was yesterday afternoo n ,  I suppose, M r .  
Speaker, the Member for l nkster drew a caricature of 
hydro as being a man or person with b roken knees 
and a l acerated face and b roken arms and t h at was 
t h e  •Nay H y d ro was b e i n g  p re s e n t ed by t h e  
Conservatives a n d  l o  a n d  behold now, when i t  suits 
our  purpose, the man,  H ydro, i n  that perso n ,  has 
made a remarkable recovery a n d  i s  ready to d o  
battle f o r  the economic wel l-being of our p rovi nce 
again .  

M r .  Speaker, l et m e  just refresh you o f  the facts. 
The fact of the m atter is  that M a nitoba Hydro had its 
f irst general rate i ncrease since its- inception in the 
early Fifties of some six-and-a-half percent in 1 968. 
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Shortly thereafter, 1 969-70 when the New Democrats 
took over office, and you will reca l l  there was t h at 
year-and-a-hall ,  two years, of i ndecisio n ,  whi le  they 
q u arrel led with their  conscience as to whether they 
were goin g  to flood Sout h  Ind ian Lake or not, some 
ol them had a bit of comm i tment about that, M r. 
Speaker. Some had a matter of conscience because 
a lot of them campaigned on the fact t h at Sout h  
I n d i a n  L a k e  wouid n o t  be flooded. Wel l ,  t w o  years 
went by and then of course f ina l ly  t hey had to come 
to that decision that South Ind ian Lake woul d  be 
f looded, and then final ly t h rou g h ,  against a l l  the best 
of advice, both engineer ing and a l l  the best of advice 
from people t h at h ave give n  their  l ifet ime service i n  
p u b l i c  l i fe i n  M a n itoba - I a m  referr ing  t o  the 
former Premier of  !h is province, D .  L .  Campbel l ,  who 
was a boarcl member appointed by that government ,  
again st ail that k i n d  of advice, they then p roceeded 
on an i l l-advised path ol construction. The m i stake 
was in t h e i r  seq u e n t i a l  p r og r am m i n g  o f  t h e  
construction phases, b u t  h a d  t h i s  result  t h at effective 
April  1st, 1 974, the rate i ncrease to all M a nitobans of 
Hydro users went up by 20.6 percent; followed by 
Apr i l ,  1 9 7 5 ,  a n o t h e r  i n c rease of 1 9 . 2  p e r c e n t ;  
fol lowed i n  the fol lowing year, Apr i l  1 st ,  1 9 76 by 1 9. 8  
percent ,  20 percent i n  other words; on M arch 1 7t h ,  
t h e  next year, that 's the fourth year i n  a row, a 1 5  
percent; February ist , 1 978, for ·15 percent; February 
ist, 1 9 7 9 ,  a n o t h e r  1 4 . 5  p e r c e n t ;  M r. S p e a k e r ,  
represent ing a stagger ing i 5 0  percent increase i n  
Hyd ro rates. C a n  y o u  i m a g i n e  what  wou l d  h ave 
happened had they been al lowed to stay in office for 
another four years? Can you imagine? 

M r .  Speaker, what h appened,  they even came to 
the conclusion that this coul d  not go on and that 's 
why they ordered a shut  down of L imestone in the 
summer of 1 977. They ordered that .  M r. Speaker, we 
have been very negl igent  i n  not  gett i n g  t h at sal ient 
point  across. I woul d  venture to say t h at i f  I asked 
nine out of ten people o n  Portage Avenu e  tomorrow, 
they woul d  suggest t h at i t  was t h i s  govern m e n t ,  
Sterl i n g  Lyon's  government,  t h at shut  down Hydro i n  
the north .  

M r .  Speaker,  t h at was the course t h at they were 
on; 1 5  to 20 percent Hydro rate increases every year 
s ince they started med d l i n g  with Hydro ,  and you are 
suggest i n g  to me that coul d  go on u n i mpeded.  We 
are now spend ing nearly one half  of the ratepayers' 
Hydro b i l l  - whatever you r  Hydro b i l l  i s  - 20 a 
month or 1 8  a mont h ,  half  of it is going to p ay 
interest , not h i n g  on the capital , j u st the i nterest. M r .  
Speaker,  t h a t ' s  w h y  you r  government ,  t h a t ' s  why 
you r  former Leader,  Mr.  Schreyer,  came to some 
d eg ree of s e n se s  a n d  c a l l e d  a h a l t  to t h e  
construction o f  Hydro p rojects i n  t h e  north because 
by that t ime we had capacity comi n g  out of our ears; 
many t imes dur ing the year u p  to 50 percent  over 
capacity a n d ,  M r .  Speaker, no effort to sell it, no b i g  
effort to s e l l  i t .  They 'd  f i r e  s a l e  i t ,  as w e  h ave been 
con ti n u i n g  to do whenever the Yanks want some of 
that power at considerably less than what i t  costs us 
to produce. 

M r .  Speaker, we chose an alternate course. From 
the very f irst d ay that we took office we recognized 
how i m portant Hydro was t o  us. The M i nister of 
F i n an c e ,  t h e  M i n i st e r  of E co n o m i c  Deve l o p m e n t  
h ad n ' t  stopped i n  t h e i r  search for suitable m arkets 
for t h at resource, not only for the over capacity t h at 

we now h ave b u t  to e n a b l e  u s  to start up t h e  
construction once again i n  the north which I am sure 
wil l  take p lace very shortly. 

M r. Speaker, and how d i d  we do i t ,  because th is  i s  
where the honourable mem bers of the opposit ion 
real ly are missing a bet. l t  remi n d s  me about the fate 
of another leader that I had the privi lege of sitt ing i n  
t h i s  House with ,  i n  !act I was s itt ing i n  t he present 
M i nister of Agriculture's chair  at t h at t i me and he 
was then the Leader ot the Opposition with about 1 4  
members behind h i m .  The N ew D P ' s  were a spli nter 
party at t h at t ime and the chap t h at I am referr ing to 
of course is  Mr. Molgat. H is d ifficulty was, and I 
s ubscr ibe h is  fai l u re i n  pol it ical l i fe i n  Manitoba to 
the fact t h at he coul d  not stop from carping and 
w hi n i n g  and being negat ive about everyt h i n g  t h at 
w a s  b e i n g  d o n e  by w h a t  i s  f a i r l y  u n i ve r sa l l y  
acknowledged today, was perhaps o n e  o l  t h e  most 
progressive governments t h at th is  province had ever 
seen. I a m  referr ing to the admin ist ration of one Duff 
Robiin .  But  Mr. Molga! coul d  not fathom or coul d  not 
read the pub l ic  perception of how he was carry ing 
out  h i s  respons ib i l it i es and s u b sequent ly suffered 
d efeat after defeat at the hands of the peopl e  and 
t h e  d e m i s e  of t h e  L i bera l  Party  a s  a P a rt y  i n  
M a nitoba a s  a resul t  of t h at 

M r .  Speaker, honourable members opposite are 
not l oo k i n g  a t  w h a t  we are t ry i n g  t o  do i n  a 
constructive ,  posit ive way. They are not recogniz ing 
t h at the effort t h at has taken p l ace i n  the forrnation 
of a western gr id  i s  truely i n  the best Canadi an, best 
M an itoba i nterests. l l  i s  someih ing t h at the n at iona! 
New Democratic  Party speaks about very often i n  
their  policy meet ings about the need t o  develop a n d  
work w i t h  s ister provinces i n  a national Canadian 
way part icu lar ly when i t  comes to energy m atters. 

M r. S pe a k e r ,  t h e  o t h e r  k i n d  o f  i n d u st r i a l  
i n cent i t ives t h at w e  are taking is  again t h e  very best 
k i n d  of efforts that are being put forward in the 
sense t h at rather than i m port or export the resource, 
i mport the jobs, and that's what' s  goin g  to happen,  
Mr.  Speaker, i f  the Alcan plant comes to M a nitoba. 
Instead of exporti n g  the raw product of electricity we 
w i l l  be i m port ing i n to M a nitoba, h u n d reds of jobs. 
( I n terject ion)- The honourable m e m ber who h as 
spent some t i me i n  the p lann ing pr ior it ies comm i ttee 
of the previous admin istration certa in ly  recogn izes it 
as a good p rogram. But M r. Speaker,  t h a t ' s  not 
comi n g  out in any of their  statements here in t h i s  
House and i t 's  n o t  comi n g  out i n  any of the speeches 
t h at we' ve heard so far. 

Mr. Speaker, let me make i t  very clear t h at the 
N ew Democrat ic  Party in their opposition , in their  
opposition to u s  on t hese a n d  other i tems, i s  in  
effect help ing u s  to h igh l ight  and to focu s  publ ic  
attention on their  success when that s uccess i s  self­
evident to a l l .  And of course, the s uccess wi l l  be 
t here long before the actu a l  p roduct i s  t urned out.  
The success wi l l  be t here when men are worki n g ,  
w h e n  plants a r e  b e i n g  b u i l t ,  a n d  w h e n  the economy 
can beg i n  to feel the spin-off effects of such major 
i nfusions of n ew capital i nto M a nitoba. M r. Speaker, 
their words, their words. M r. S peaker, I k now I h ave 
t h e  con f idence i n  my fel low col leagues that  h ave 
been worki n g  o n  t h ese items to k n ow that t h ey 
represent a g reat deal more than words. 

Now, M r. S peaker, the Honourab le  Leader of the 
O pposition , and I t h i n k  so many of t h e  l eft  h ave t h i s  
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f ixat ion abou t  b i g  bus iness,  a n d  of course a bout 
mul t inat ionals. The subject m atter of Petro Canada 
came u p  in a speech by m y  fr iend ,  the M i ni ster of 
A g r i c u l t u r e .  I h ave anoth e r  p r o b l e m  with Pet ro 
Canada. I always make i t  a point ,  whenever I see a 
new Petro Canada s ign go u p  somewhere, of rushi n g  
down t here to t ry and b u y  some gas. You see, I 've 
been so brai nwashed by members opposite and by 
t h e  m e d i a  t h at t hese m u l t i n at i o n a l s  h av e  b e e n  
r ipp ing u s  off i n  terms o f  energy i n  gasol i n e  pr ices a l l  
these years, t h a t  surely I c a n  expect to buy my gas 
for 15 or 20 cents a l itre cheaper at my station. I get  
a l i tt le concerned when the M i n ister of Agriculture 
tel ls me that i f  they run i t  l i ke  the Post Off ice,  I may 
h ave to wait two weeks for my g as. I see I'm getti n g  
t h rough to t h e  Honourable Member for S te. Rose. I f  
Exxon a n d  G u l f  and Texaco h ave been r ipp ing you 
off all t hese years, then surely you don' t  expect your 
own government to rip you off. So next t ime you see 
a Petro Canada station , d rive up to i t  and i n t roduce 
you rs e l f ,  t e l l t h e m  you ' re a f e l low C a n ad i a n ,  
Manitoba n ,  and show and exhi bi t  some pr ide i n  t h at 
f ine station . Walk aroun d  t h at station a bit,  i t ' s  you r  
station , you k now, walk around i t  a l i t t le b i t  t o  see i f  
t hey' re keeping i t  clean , b u t  more i m portant ,  see i f  
you can get you r  gas there, five, e ight ,  n i ne ,  ten 
cents cheaper than you can across the way at Esso. 
- (Interjection)- Can you? 

M r .  Speaker, we are a l l  subject to being inf luenced 
by our  own p ropanganda from time to t ime. I came 
across a n  i n terest i n g  bit  of writ ing b y  a George 
G u i l d e r ,  h e  w r i tes in the Amer ican S p ectator. i t  
relates to the American i n d u str ia l  scene. But  most  of 
u s  woul d  tend to bel ieve that, with the concentration 
of b ig  business, t h at it 's getti n g  harder and harder 
for the small entrepreneur ,  the smaller bus inesses, to 
exist. Mr.  Speaker,  t h at simply i s  n ot the case. We 
are being m isled i n  the assum ption t h at the l argest 
compa nies are i ncreasin g  the i r  d om i nance of t h e  
economy. Governments and tax vou ch ers h ave done 
their  best to d rive i nnovators and p romoters out of 
the game, but despite that, when you take a check 
on the 50 ,  and the 200 largest manufactur ing  f irms i n  
the States, they have fai led t o  i ncrease the ir  equity 
pos i t i o n  in overal l  m a n ufact u r i n g  in the U n i t e d  
States. There i s  no evidence t h at l a r g e  companies 
are squeezin g  out small entrepreneurs. The n u m ber 
of a n nual smal l  b u s i n ess starts,  a n d  th is  i s  the 
U nited States, has increased from 93,000 i n  the year 
1 950 to something l i ke  450,000 today, in the year 
1 9 8 0. M r .  S pe a k e r ,  w h a t  t h a t  t e l l s  me is t h e  
tremendous ingenu ity that i s  t here i n  a free a n d  open 
society i f  a l lowed to f lourish. 

Mr. Speaker, the art icle essent ia l ly deals with the 
very excit ing developments in teleco m m u n i cations, i n  
com puter i n d u str ies,  i n dicat i n g  t h at i t  i s  t hese f irms, 
t hese h i g h  t e c h n o l o g y  f i r m s  t h a t  a r e  now 
represen ting by far the g reatest g rowth rate i n  job 
promot i o n .  You r m a t u re f i r m s ,  you k now, you r 
Chryslers, you r  G M  products, are sitt ing  there; but  
you r  g rowth is  i n  the new and h i g h  technology f irms 
al l  across the U n i t e d  S t at e s  and d e v e lo p i n g  a 
tremendous need for manpower to mend th is  need 
for new capital and doing very well at it. The article 
concludes by suggest ing t h at these new f irms wi l l  
i nevitably tri u m p h  i n  the long r u n ,  but  whether t hey 
c a n  f u l f i l! t h e i r  p ro m i se to r e l i eve o u r  c u r re n t  
s ituation or problems depends l argely o n  pol it ics,  o n  

whether t h e  dominant  powers w i l l  a l low t h e  future to 
prevail, w h e t h e r  p o l i t i c i a n s  can com prehen d  t h e  
value o f  free m e n  and free wealth. 

M r. Speaker,  there i s  th is  very serious d i fference of 
op in ion between u s  and for some of you ,  as I d i d ,  
caught the supper  h o u r  news, CBC news, and the 
resident economic adviser for the CBC was being 
interviewed,  he 's  a good fr iend of ours, h e  used to 
b e  a col le a g u e  of o u r s  in t h e  Hou s e ,  a n d  I ' m  
referr ing o f  course t o  P rofessor C y  Gonick. H e  was 
being asked what was his sol u t ion to the current,  
a d mitted ly very serious, s i tuation and of course i t  
surpr ises none of u s  who sat  and worked with M r. 
Gonick i n  t his Chamber t h at h i s  solut ion was total 
state controlled socia l ism. 

Now, M r. S peaker, the only d i ff iculty with i t  i s, i f  
t h at i s  - and I accept that as a legit imate alternative 
posit ion, but  you know, M r. Speaker, and without 
deal i ng with t h at very serious question t h at i s  in front 
of the worl d  r ight  now in Poland. that i s  a country 
t h a t  h as for 35 years now operated u nd e r  t h a t  
system,  and i t  w i l l  t a k e  our  countries t h at w i l l  ba i l  
them out .  We are feedi n g  t hem. ( Interjection) - M r. 
Speaker,  t h e  honourable member s uggests t h at I 
shoul d  ta lk  about El Salvador. I wanted, if I m ay,  just 
one m ore l i t t le deal to make with the honourable 
members opposite becaus-e from t ime to t ime they 
d o  get u pset about red-ba i t ing  t h at some of u s  
engag e  i n  and I want to m a k e  a commitment to my 
fr iends opposite, t h at I w i l l  cease and desist  from any 
of t h at i f  t hey wi l l  agree to doing one smal l  th ing for 
me. I ' m  l ooki n g  at the Member for Poin t  Doug las ,  
perhaps he coul d  be the person t h at coul d  d o  that 
for me. if the New Democrati c  Party, which wi l l  be 
assembl ing  a convent ion i n  February, can pass a 
s i m p l e  reso lu t ion  s upport i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  of Pol i s h  
workers to form a free and i ndependent u n i o n ,  i f  you 
can pass t h at k i n d  of resolut ion in your convent ion,  I 
w i l l  cease and desist from any further red-bait ing. I 
k n ow the party ,  they c a n not  pass t h a t  k i n d  of  
resol ution. They coul d  pass a resolut ion , a s imi lar  
resolut ion,  a bout a g rape p icker in  Cal i forn ia. In  fact 
they coul d  even spend their  h ard-earned money to 
promote a boycott of Cal iforn i a  grapes. Not t h at I 
h ave anyt h i n g  against the people i n  Cal i forni a  being 
able to h ave grape p ickers u n ions,  but  that used to 
occu py their m i nds. M r. S peaker, closer to home 
t hey d i d n't l i k e  the p u rc h a s i n g  p ract ices of  one 
notable and wel l -known Canad ian  food p rocessi n g  
company, Kraft Cheese, a n d  t hey passed resolut ions 
t ime and again i n  their  conventions. Do m e  that l i tt le 
favour at you r  comi n g  convent ion,  h ave the Member 
for Point  Dougl as pass t h at resolut ion,  and I w i l l  
respect h i m  for  it. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. 
The Honourable Member for Rossmere. 

MR. VIC SCHROEDER: M r. Speaker, I woul d  l i k e  to 
congrat u l ate you o n  your reappointment as Speaker 
a n d  I look forwar d  t o  you r  a s s i s t a n c e  in t h e  
upcoming Session. I was worried earl ier i n  t h e  d ay 
that possib ly  the job creation i n  t h i s  province was 
occurr ing r ight  here in th is  Cham ber as a resul t  of 
t h e  statemen t s  of t h e ,  espec i a l l y  t h e  M i n ister  of 
Agriculture and the M i nister of Government Services, 
they were t h rowin g  so many red herr ings into th is  
Chamber t h at I thought  we were p roducing a f ish  
factory here. 
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The issue in Manitoba at th is  t ime,  as it has been 
since the 1 977 election , is  the economy. The issue is 
the hand l ing  or the mishan d l i n g  of the economy by 
the people opposite. The issue is  the matter of the 
acute, protracted restraint  which we were promised 
i n  1 977 and which t h at Tory government has so 
faithfu l ly  g iven us. Housin g  starts are down. our real 
net i n co m e  i s  d ow n ,  o u r  percentage of n at i o n a l  
income is  down , our  pop u l at ion i s  down. We're the 
only province i n  the country with a pop u l ation t h at i s  
d e c l i n i n g .  O u r  ret a i l  s a le s. a s  a percen t a g e  o f  
national sales, a r e  down; our  job creation rate as a 
percentage ol national job creation rate is down; our  
real  domestic p roduct i s  dow n ,  that 's  for  the f irst 
time s ince before we had an N D P  government.  There 
are t h i n g s  t h at are rott e n  i n  t h i s  p ro v i n c e ,  
bankruptcies, foreclosures, u ne mployment,  and thank 
goodness, very soon the Tory term i n  office. 

People in this p rovi n ce h ave learned again t h at 
Tory t imes are hard t imes. Toug h  t imes. So they' re 
attempt ing to save their  h i des, and t hey've done so 
in a n u m ber of ways and on a n u m ber of fronts. The 
M i n ister of Gove r n m e n t  Services j u st f i n ished a 
speech f i l led with f l im ! lam. H 1 was ta lk ing about the 
New Democratic  Party, about the O p position , about 
the fact t h at one of our  members is  i l l  today, he 
made g reat h ay on that ,  but when we . . . 

MFl. SPEAKER: Order p lease. Can I repeat to the 
honourable members to make any mention of the 
presence or a bsence of a member i s  h igh ly  i mproper 
in this Chamber. 

The Honourable Member for Rossmere. 

MR. SCHROIEDIER: Yes, M r. S peaker, it was n ' t  my 
referen c e ,  i t  was a refer e n c e  to speech of  t h e  
M i ni ster o f  Government Services. B u t  whi le  w e  are 
ta lk ing a bout p roblems,  M r. S peaker, let us look at 
the problems of the members opposite. Let ' s  look at 
what is  going to happen in this next election in the 
constituency of Osborne. Are we going to see the 
Attorney-General runn ing  there or  i s  h e  going to run 
sout h  to Fort G arry? I wonder,  M r. Speaker, or  w i l l  
he go a l l  the way south to SI. Norberl. A n d  the M LA 
for St. M atthews, where's he going? 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. We can only h ave 
one person at a t ime i n volved in t he debate in t h i s  
Chamber. 

The Honourable Mem ber for Rossmere. 

MR. SCHROEDIER: Yes , M r. S peaker ,  i t ' s  p retty 
obvious we've hit  a sore spot.  The M LA for St. 
M atthews, i s  he going to stand and fight in E l l ice or 
i s  he headi n g  west i n to St. James, and i f  so, where is 
the member for St. James? Where i s  he h eaded? -
( I n terject ion)- Yes, t a l k i n g  a bo u t  Rossmere,  M r .  
Speaker, t h e  P resident o f  t h e  Conservative Party, w i l l  
he come to Rossmere, or  w i l l  he r u n  north to River 
East? Let' s  watch th is .  Let' s  see what t hey are going 
to do. 

And who, M r. Speaker, w i l l  be the G i m l i  goose for 
t h e  Tor i e s ?  Is it g o i n g  to be t h e  M i n i s t e r  of 
E d u ca t i o n  or is it g o i n g  t o  be t h e  M i n ister  of 
Government Services? That w i l l  be very i nterest i n g ,  
very i nterest i n g ,  M r. Speaker. A n d  i n  Radisso n ,  M r. 
Speaker, are we going to h ave the M LA for Radisson 
runn ing  in Radisson again ,  or is he goin g  to head 
south to N iakwa and f ight with the c urrent member 

for Riel  for t h at one because he's afraid to hold t hat 
one in the N D P  sweep in the comi n g  election. W h at 
is going to happen there? 

S o m e  o f  t h e m  are a bsol u t e l y  c o r n e r e d ;  t h e  
Member for Emerso n ,  t h e  Member for Spr ingfield 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. M ay I suggest to al l  
members t h at t hey a llow the courtesy to the member 
who i s  speaking without i nterruption. 

The Honourable Member for Rossmere. 

MR. SCHROEDIER: Yes, M r. S peaker. The Member 
f o r  E m e rs o n , the M e m b e r  for  S p r i n gf i e! d ,  t h e  
Mem ber for Dau p h i n ,  Swan River, Thompso n ,  where 
are t hey going to run to? They h ave no p l ace to run .  
They wi l l  be reti red. We h ave f in ished hearin g  their  
cont r i but ions a n d  at least  one of t h e i r  m e mbers,  
we've h e a r d  from the M i n i s t e r  o f  G ov er n m e n t  
Services,  h e ' s  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  M e m be r  for St .  
John s  and what  h e  referred to as a pol it ical ob i tuary. 
How about the Member for Brandon West, who i s  
not goin g  to be with u s  a n y  longer, and after t h e  
next election t here w i l l  be a n  N D P  member for t h at 
r id ing  s itt ing on t h at s ide of the House. 

A MEMBER: Remember we' re going to read t hese 
back to you, Vie. 

MR. SCHROEDER: Yes. B u t  t h e  government  has 
tr ied o n  a n u m ber of fronts to d i vert our  attention 
from the issue of their tota l  m ismanagement of th is  
economy. For  i n stance, t hey are attempt ing to p u t  a 
h u m a n  face on Toryism. They h ave been trying t h at 
for months without s uccess. After t h ree years of 
deter iorat ion in the e d u cat ion services,  in soc i a l  
services, i n  health serv ices, i n  any services to peopl e ,  
after t h ree years, suddenly they're start ing  to say 
t h at they're spendi n g  money. 

We had t hese advertisements, I ' m  sure t h at there 
i s  n o  member in the House who woul d  want to take 
credi t  for t hose advert i sements for seniors with the 
l itt le o ld lady push ing the cart in the supermarket 
sayin g ,  what a n ice d ay. They got 7.8 0  a month. i t  
d i d n ' t  even keep u p  w i t h  i n fl at ion. They're worse off 
o n  the cost-of-l iv ing basis now than before you d i d  
i t .  That money t h at you ' re spen d i n g  on t hose ads 
woul d  h ave been much better spent o n  the program 
a n d  i ncreasing the amount. 

They c h a nged the M S P  e l ig i b i l it y  r ules so t h at 
p eople a bove 55 years of age were e l ig ib le ,  providi n g  
t h at they were on the poverty l in e. ( l nterjection)­
Yes, and I know of only one person who has applied 
for t h at p rogram. She happens to be a wom a n  who 
i s  in rece ipt  of a Canada Pension because of a 
medical  d isabi l i ty. She has a 1 5-year-old son, and 
yes,  she receives some socia l  assistance i n  addition. 
She applied back in September,  M r. S peaker, and 
she was g iven the ful l  amoun t ,  the ful l  total of 1 5.64 
a mon t h ,  and she recieved that ,  M r. Speaker,  for 
September,  for October,  and for November,  and you 
k now what happened in December? That government 
took t h at ful l  46 off of her socia l  a l lowance cheque 
for Decem ber - t h at government - nobody but  
t h at government. Nobody b u t  t h at government woul d  
set u p  a f irecracker of a p rogram l i k e  t h a t ,  that 
woul d  a l low a person the bel ief t h at they were going 
to be receiving 1 5  a month more and then pul l  i t  
b a c k  at  C hr istmas t ime. N o t  even Scrooge stole 
money from the poor at C hristmas t im e. 
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They h ave tr ied the SAFER program, Mr. Speaker, 
and I te l l  you that program is perceived in my r iding 
by seniors as noth ing  but  an excuse for landlords to 
ra ise rents which that government hasn't  dealt with 
because of their friends. In my particular d i st r ict ,  I ' m  
sure the Member f o r  Crescentwood i s  well aware of 
which friend we are talk i n g  about They see it as a 
program w i th a means test which i n c re ases 
g overnmen t  bureau c r acy , and s o  they a re n ot 
impressed.  There will be further attempts at putt ing a 
h uman f ace on t h i s  g overnment ,  Mr. Speaker.  I 
predict that there wi l l  be a substantial and belated 
increase in the fun d i n g  of educat i o n  in t his province. 
I predict t h at t here will be a belated increase for 
fun d i ng of special needs c h i l d re n  in t his province, but 
i tell you , Mr. S peaker, t hat is  too l ate to save t h at 
government or to save the M in ister of Education . 

We all know and the publ ic  of t h i s  province k n ows 
that a n  NDP government will be c apable of and has 
more w i ll t o  provide those types of servi ce s  to 
peop l e ,  and s o  they h aven 't been able to put  a 
h u ma n  face on their  g overnment and that part icu lar 
ruse to divert us from the economy wil l not work and 
so they tr ied plan n umber two, the Mega projects. 

We heard about the F l i n  Flon m i n e ,  the d iscovery 
made under the NDP; the a luminum project, and o n  
Apr i l  1 8t h ,  1 980, t h e  Premier i nformed this House o f  
the !MC deal . A t  least h e  informed u s  o f  t h e  tip of 
the iceberg. Thi s  isn ' t  the first time t h at the P remier 
has been involved with St. Lazare. Twenty years ago 
he was at a meeti ng of the Executive Coun ci l  of th is 
province which passed an Order-In-Council and one 
of  t he whereases i s: Whereas Tumbel l  Mines 
L imi ted i s  the h o l d e r  o f  a certai n  pota sh l ease 
contain i n g  53,842 acres, and this is t h e  identical 
p r o p erty ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  whereas: Whereas the 
company has d r illed two wells which i n dicate the 
presence of potash of probable  economic .grade. 
Twenty years ago our Premier was involved in t h at 
and he h as pulled that old rabbit out  of the hat And 
so we have heard that son g  before. 

The · M i nister of F inance on that very same d ay 
answered a question posed to h i m  by the Member 
for Churchill , and I j ust happen to h ave Hansard of 
that d ay,  or a copy of that page with me.  O n  page 
267 1 ,  Mr. Cowan's last sentence of his q uestion  was, 
"My q uest ion to the M i nister is, can he i n dicate i f  
t h i s  f l i rtat ion with  soc ia l ism,  t h i s  partnersh ip  was 
b r ought a b out a s  a res u l t  o f  a request by t h e  
company or d i d  t h e  government force t hemselves 
upon the company in this regard?" And Mr. Craik ' s  
a n swe r ,  t h e  l ast  s e n t e n c e  o f  h i s  a n sw e r ,  "Wi t h  
regards t o  h i s  quest i o n ,  I would have to advise h i m  
that t h i s  came about by way o f  mutual agreemen t .  l t  
takes two to tango a n d  t h e  two tangoed and this i s  
it . " 

Some of those very same people were present 
when a previous Tory govern ment tangoed with Dr. 
Kasser and I suggest, Mr. S peaker, that there is 
nobody i n  this province who d oesn't k n ow who led 
and who fol lowed dur ing  that tango. The Tory tango,  
Mr.  S peaker, is  one step forward and t h ree steps 
back and that 's  what t hey h ave done with this deal. 
Yes, M r. Speaker, they stepped forward one step 
with an announcement of a m ineral development,  but  
how many steps back d i d  it take them? They started 
off  by e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t  to a 50 p e rce n t  
p a rt n e r s h ip i n  m i n i n g  i n  t h i s  p ro v i n c e .  T h e y  

remember i t  well. They shou ld  be ashamed of i t. That 
was a step back. Then they gave half of our potash 
land away to IMC. Under Duff Rob l i n  you didn't d o  
that,  b u t  y o u  a r e  doing it now. And then they entered 
into a secret agreemen t  that they have still not  
tabled in t h i s  House. I suggest, Mr. Speaker, that i t  i s  
nothing b u t  a gimmick to save the i r  hides. T h i s  2 5  
percent equity i s  something t hat is a shame t o  the 
province, a sham - you can say t hat it's a sham i f  
the Member f o r  Churchil l  wishes. 

And IMC, I quote from its annual report, i ts  1 979 
report o n  page 23 u n der  the head i n g  Reserves. " I M C  
Canada controls the r ights t o  mine 147,300 acres o f  
potash beari n g  l a n d  in Saskatchewan. This land o f  
w h i c h  1 3 ,000 a c r e s  h ave been min e d  i s  i n  t h e  
southeastern port ion  of the province a n d  consists o f  
76,000 acres owned i n  fee, 57,400 acres under lease 
from the Province of Saskatchewan and 1 3,900 acres 
l e a s e d  f r o m  o t h er p artie s .  A f l  t h e  l eases a r e  
renewable b y  !MC Canada for successive terms o f  2 1  
years with the f i rst term of each expir ing o n  October 
31st, 1 98 1 .  Dur ing the renewal terms of the leases, 
rents and royalt ies will b e  estab lished by regulat ion 
of  the Saskatchewan government. The reserves i n  
thi s  acreage are estimated t o  be about  8 feet thick 
containi n g  1 .3 b i ll ion tons of recoverab l e  ore at a n  
average grade o f  2f!. percent K20, enough to support 
current operations for more than a century." The 
r epor t  g oe s  on to i n d i ca t e  that tota l  a n n u a l  
production i n  1 979 was 3. 1 mini on tons,  but t hey had 
prod u c t i o n  c a p abi lit ies i n  Saskatchewan o f  4.2 
m i l l i on tons.  They are 1. 1 m illion tons below total 
capacity, and that very same company has over 
36,000 acres of potash land at Car lsbad in the 
U nited States and until last year they had a m ine 
which they sold to Dennison for a 24 miltion pretax 
profit in N ew Brun swick. The point is n ot that there 
is anything wrong with IMC or that they are not a 
capable company. They are one of the l eaders i n  the 
f ield . There i s  n o  questi on about that ,  but  the point  
i s  that IMC i s  in absolutely n o  hurry; i s  u nder n o  
force of t i me to enter into an agreement with the 
province of Manitoba.  l t  h as  other areas where it can 
expand up t o  i ts  current capacity level .  IMC has al l  
the cards. l t  i s  deal ing with a government t h at is in 
d isrepute. l t  i s  d ea l ing  with a government t h at i s  o n  
its l ast legs and I for one d o  not l i k e  the n o t i o n  that 
g overnment, o n  its last legs, should be a ble t o  enter 
i nto a secret agreement to try t o  pul l  its chestnuts 
out of the f ire before an elect ion campai g n .  

Mr.  Speaker, I h ave n o  d o u bt t h at t h e  publ i c  h a s  
no confidence i n  that government at t h i s  t ime in its 
position and hour of weakness, deal in g  with ! MC on 
a secret basis.  I also have n o  doubt that with the 
i ncreasing pr ices for potash o n  the world market, 
t h at w h a t  we have t he r e  is a very market a b l e  
comodity which will be marketed w i t h i n  t h e  next 
several years be i t  under t h at g overnment or a good 
government.  But  the d i fference wil l  be,  Mr. Speaker, 
that we w i l l  get a proper economic return for the 
people of M anitoba and we will n ot get i nvolved with 
a b unch of secret agreements which wil l se!l our  
r ights  down the t ube. When I say that ,  M r .  S peaker, 
the same t h i n g  has happened just very recently i n  
N e w  B r u n sw i c k .  D i d  y o u  k now t h a t  the P o tash 
Corporat ion of America has entered into a deal with 
a weak Tory government in New Brunswick - a 
weak government which has o n l y  a one mem ber 
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m ajority and needs desperately to hang onto power 
- a deal which g ives them potash r ights in t h at 
province for a royalty of 6.25 percent .  I q uote from 
the Kings County Record of Wednesday, Apr i l  9th ,  
1 980, and i n  t h at ed i t ion ,  a senior member of the 
New Brunswick government is  quoted as being very 
u n h appy with the arrangements made down there. 
And again ,  i t  was done by a government  u nder 
pressure, i n  secret. We don't  want any repeats of 
course of CFI  or that New Bruns,.vick p roject . 

Incidently I shoul d  mention that i n  Saskatchewa n ,  
the government is  receiving more t h a n  double t h e  
royalty t h at they h ave negot i ated i n  N ew Brunswick 
a l though the potash in New B r u n swick is w i t h i n 
somet h i n g  lil<e 50 m i les of a coast i n  a n  i d e a l  
position to compete on the wor ld  market. But  t hey 
were so desperate t h at they sold their  i nheritance 
down the river to that company,  and I h ave no faith 
that my fr iends opposite are not in the p rocess of 
doing the same t h i n g  r ight  now. I woul d  l i k e  to see 
all documents tabled,  and I bel ieve t h at is i mportant 
for the publ ic .  

The Mega p rojects then,  Mr .  S peaker,  are not  
worki n g .  There are t h ree reasons.  The publ ic  does 
r e m e m be r  Tory p re v i o u s  g ive-aways. T h ey d o  
remem ber and t hey want t o  see t he l ine pr int  before 
t hey stand up and cheer. The p u b l i c  remembers the 
promises of good t imes and no b u dgetary deficits -
jobs for everyone.  Our  k i d s  are going to stay i n  
M anitoba. W e  are going to h ave a happy t ime here, a 
g reat p rovince, a province to be proud of. Remember 
that in  1 977,  r e m e m b e r  what you p eo p l e  were 
s ay i n g ?  Wel l ,  the p u b l i c  remem bers and t h a t  is  
another reason why t hey wi l l  not buy a p ig  i n  a poke 
from you p eo p l e .  A n d  of course the p u b l i c  h as 
watched not only you r  economic mismangement,  not 
only you r  b roken promises, but they remember your 
a b y s m a l  record at l e g i s l a t i n g .  T h ey h ave n o  
confidence i n  you at a l l .  

I refer you to the i n c i d e n t  o f  several d ays ago 
when you k n ew,  you k n ew months ahead of t i m e  t h at 
we were goin g  to be comi n g  u p  wit h  a p roblem i n  
th is  House a n d  when i t  arrived, what d i d  you do? 
You p u l led i nto you r  back pocket for som e  s i l l y  
resolut ion w h i c h  wasn't g o i n g  to solve the problem 
and you had to get us ,  the O p posi t ion , to pul l  the 
chest nuts out of the f i re for you. When we heard t h at 
resolut ion , M r .  Speaker, we went to our caucus and 
we were shocked t h at a government woul d  be so i l l ­
prepared that a House Leader woul d  h ave n ot h i n g  
avai lable to h a n d l e  a s ituat ion w h i c h  we had a l l  seen 
comi n g ,  total ly u nplanned.  And so, M an itobans h ave 
no con f i d en c e  i n  t h e  M e g a  p rojects  t h at t h i s  
government i s  announc ing .  

You h ave now gone to you r  t h i rd ruse to get  our  
m i n d s  off  the economy, Ottawa-bashi n g ,  and t h at 
takes many forms. You h ave the pathetic attempts of 
the M i nister of Government Services to t ry to get 
i nto a f i g h t  w i t h  h i s  f e d e r a l  cou n te r p a r t s  over  
anyt h i n g  that 's  worth or not  worth f ight ing a bout 
Then you have the suggestions of the patr iot ic Tory 
b a c k b e n c h e r s ,  t h a t  we s h o u l d  p at r i at e  t h e  
Const i tut ion , b u t  don't touch i t  - n o  amendi n g  
formula ,  no not h i n g ,  j u st b r i n g  i t  back.  Wel l ,  M r. 
S p e a k e r ,  t h e  c u r re n t  a m en d i n g  for m u l a  o n  t h e  
Constitut ion i s  o n e  which a l lows a joint address b y  
t h e  Parl iament of Canada and the Senate o f  Canada 
t o  the West m i n st e r  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  

Constitut ion. That is  t h e  way i t  h a s  been goin g  for a 
n u m ber of years, for 1 00 and some years. But  if we 
remove West m i n ster from t h at equasion,  there is n o  
a m e n d i n g  formula .  Is t h at w h a t  t hey w a n t ?  A r e  they 
say ing u n a n i mity? Are t hey say ing never? 

W e  h ave heard examples in the Comm i t tee on 
Statutory Reg u l ations and Orders which I might  say 
i s  capably chaired by the Member for Crescentwood. 
W e  h ave h a d  s u g gest i o n s  d o w n  t he r e  for  
amendments but  we h ave n ever had anyone say t h at 
it shoul d  be absolute u n a n im ity and we k now fu l l  wel l  
t h at i f  t hat's what you are ask i n g ,  you w i l l  n ever get 
changes. We h ave heard a bout th ings l ike the ERA i n  
t h e  U nited States where t hree-quarters o f  t h e  States, 
or what ever the formula  is, can't get together to 
pass a const i tut ional  amendment. Now what they are 
t a l k i n g  a bo u t  is t o  h av e  ai l  o f  u s ,  a l l  e l ev e n  
p rovinces, n ot h i n g  - n o  d i ssent whatsoever before 
you c a n  c h a n g e ,  a n d  t h a t  i s  not  a very b r i g h t  
posi t io n  -(Interject i o n ) - 1 0  p rov i n ces a n d  o n e  
federal government ,  t hat's 1 1 ,  I'm sorry. 

I a p p ro a c h e d  o n e  of t h e  m e m be r s  of t h e  
Legi s l at u re w h o  made t h i s  suggest ion o f  straight 
patr iat ion with n o  amendments and h e  said to me,  
but  what  I want  is  a l i t t le amendment  i n  there to g ive 
Ottawa the powers which Westm i n ster used to h ave. 
I j ust wonder how many Tories woul d  get up and 
s u pport t h a t ,  t h e  not ion t h at t h e  Const i t ut io n  is  
there ,  b u t  only the federal government can amend i t .  
They were comp l a i n i n g  a bout refere n d u m s .  There 
woul dn't need to be any referendums because under  
the current p roposal the only way you can h ave a 
refere n d u m  is if the federal government  wants a 
change i n  the Const itut ion.  If the federal government 
are the only people who can amend the Const itut ion,  
why woul d  t hey need a refere n d u m ?  

T h a t  i s  n o t  to s a y  t h at we on th is  s ide support the 
part icular p roposal before the Parl iament,  r ight  now. 
We h av e  o u r  d if fe r e nces w i t h  respect  to t h e  
referendum position , t h e  perpetual  veto o f  several 
central  Canada provinces and other m atters. That 
com mittee t h at I referred to - (Interject ion)- I'l l  
come t o  the B i l l  o f  R ights. W e  had a n  i nteresti n g  
m e et i n g  w i t h  a c o m m it tee f r o m  t h e  A l be r t a  
Legi s l a t u re .  M r. S peaker ,  I w a s  offen d e d  b y  t h e  
p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  M a n i t o b a  T o r i e s  i n  b ac k i n g  
regiona l ism,  d ivision, a n d  g reed, a n d  when I asked, 
M r .  S p e a k e r ,  w h e t h e r  t h ey cou l d  n a m e  anoth e r  
country o n  t h i s  p lanet where the region i n  which o i l  i s  
p roduced i s  the region wh ich receives the f u n d s  and 
sets the pr ices,  t hey coul d  not. They ment ioned t h at 
there were several anomalies, as there are i n  the 
U nited S tates where i n  certain m i nor  i n stances, the 
S tates h ave certa in  powers over pr ic ing  and funds. 
B u t  other t h a n  that ,  t here's n ot h i n g  e l se on t h e  
p lanet , a n d  t h ey j ust s i m p ly s a y ,  wel l ,  t hat's o u r  
Const itution . We w a n t  o u r s  d i fferent from everybody 
else so t h at a M a nitoban can h ave l i ved here all h i s  
l ife, but  h as no i nterest as a Canadian i n  the o i l  
t hat's i n  A lberta, or  an Ontar ian can h ave l ived in  
Canada a l l  h i s  l i fe and h ave absolutely n o  i nterest in  
the hydro i n  M a nitoba. I reject that posit ion.  I bel ieve 
t h at being a country means someth i n g  more than 
that .  

W here was the gove r n m e n t  and i ts m embers 
dur ing t h at ent i re meet i n g ?  They were ducking any 
real issues, they were not showing any leaders h i p ,  
they were n o t  showing any foresight ,  they were not 
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showing any p lann ing ,  other than the p lan to attempt 
to d ivert p u b l i c  attent ion from the real  issue i n  
M a nitoba,  t h e  economy, toward Trudeau bashi n g .  
That was it 

When that committee f irst met,  we were told t h at 
they woul d  be f lex i b le,  t hey woul d  be flexib l e  o n  
everyth i n g  o t h e r  than t h e  entrenchment of r ights. 
Yes. And of course we had heard the Premier 's  
previous statements with· respect to the s l ippery s l ide 
to Rep u b l icanism; wel l t h at has been a lon g ,  long 
s l ide because i n  Mani toba,  M r. Speaker,  we h ave 
h a d  e n t r e n c h e d  r i g h t s  s i n ce 1 87 0  u n d e r  T h e  
M a nitoba Act , a n d  t h e  q uestion i s ,  what k i n d  of 
r ights? We h ave had, for i n stance, the r ight  as a 
people i n  th is  province for th is  Legis lat u re not to 
h ave the r ight  to change the t ime of elections to 
more t h a n  f ive years u n less t h ere i s  a t i m e  of  
e m e r g e n cy. Th i s  Leg i s l a t u r e  c a n not  m a k e  i t  s ix 
years. This legislature cannot ,  a lthough i t  attempted 
to do so in 1 890,  take away people 's  language r ights. 
We h ave an Act which says t h at there are certa in  
r i g h t s  t o  l a n g u ag e  in  the cou r t s  and in  t h e  
Legislature which th is  Legis lature h as n o  righ t  t o  take 
away from M an i t o b a n s. O f  c o u r s e ,  i f  i t  w a s n ' t  
entrenched , i f  that  r i g h t  w as n ' t  e n t re n ched , M r. 
Forest woul d  h ave had no g roun d s  u po n  which to go 
to the courts. 

The courts d i d  not h i n g  but te l l  us what the l aw is ,  
what we knew the l aw was,  to enforce the l aw. That ' s  
a l l  they d i d ,  t hey d i d n ' t  make the l aw. The Parl iament 
of Canada and Br ita in made t h at law. 

M r. Speaker,  a l l  governments ,  a l l  ten p rovinc ia l  
gove r n m e n t s  and the o n e  federa l  gove r n m e n t  
a p p roved of  t h e  Victori a  C harter  i n  . 1 97 1 ,  t h a t  
Victoria C harter h a d  inc luded i n  i t  a n  entre nched B i l l  
o f  Rights, a stronger B i l l  of Rights,  I m ight  add,  t h a n  
the o n e  that the current government is  present ing.  
That was i n  1 97 1 . A l l  ten p rovincial  governments and 
the federal government of this country approved, i n  
1 976 o f  the United N ations Covenant o n  I nternational 
H u ma n  Rights, as wel l  as the p rotoco l ,  which g ives 
our c i t izen s t h e  r i g h t  to g o  to an i nt e r n a t i o n a l  
t r i b u n a l  i f  one of our  governments violates t h e i r  
r ights. Of course, w e  h ave seen the example of l i n d a  
Love!ace w h o  h as n o  r i g h t s  i n  C a n a d a. l i n d a  
Lovel ace is  a n  I n d ian woman who married a white 
man,  who lost her statu s  as an I n dian because of 
that fact. Had she been a m a n ,  and had a n  Ind ian  
man married a wh i te  woman h e  woul d  not  lose h is  
status,  and so there was d iscr i m ination on the basis 
of sex and t h at h a p p e n s  t o  b e  a g a i n st t h e  
I n ternational C harter on H u man Rights. 

Now, she cou l d n ' t  go to a Canadian court. There's 
no Canadian court that coul d  deal with her r ights. 
She had to go to the U nited N ations. She had to go 
to Geneva. Our courts, the people opposite say, are 
not capable of deal i n g  with her r ights. We agree t h at 
yes, she has that r ight but  we p rovide absolutely n o  
remedy for h e r  i n  this country although t h at r ight  is  
based on our i n ternational t reaty obl igations. I m ight  
state that the federal proposal !or a charter of r ights 
does not  even meet  w i t h  the b a s i c  m i n i m u m  
requ i rement of the U nited N ations Charter t o  which 
we are a party. 

Now, Mr. S peaker, laws evolve over the years and 
some r ights I suggest h ave been created by t h e  
courts. I w i l l  g i ve just  several  examples of t h at. 
A bout 50 years ago in a l aw case ent i t led Donahue 

versus Stevens,  i t  was held by the court  t h at a 
manufacturer coul d  be held l iable to a consumer of a 
soft d r i n k  who h ad purchased it not d i rectly from the 
m a nufacturer  b u t  f rom a store, where t here was 
some fore ign material i n  a bottle. That  was a case 
t h at changed, I woul d  suggest,  at l east the common 
l aw h ad evolved and t h at was a pr inc ip le which had 
never been recogn i zed before. And ten or  twelve 
years ago in the case of Hedley Burn  versus Helier,  
the courts held , for the f irst t i me ,  t h at a statement 
n e g l i g e n t l y  m ade by an i n d i v i d u a l  k nowi n g  t h at 
someon e  else wi l l  rely on t h at statement,  w i l l  resu l t  i n  
d a m ages b e i n g  p a i d  b y  t h e  person m a k i n g  t h at 
statement to the person hearing i t ,  if t hose damages 
were reasona b ly foreseeab le. 

Outside t hese Chambers, we have r ights against 
each other. !f one of the members get ramb u n ctious 
and p u n c h es s o m e b o d y  o u t  i n  t h e  h a l l ,  o r  i f  
somebody has a car accident a n d  someone else i s  at 
faul t ,  there are remedies in the courts. You can go to 
the courts and say, I was i n j u red, I want a remedy, ! 
want damages, and you ' re entit led to them u nder our 
l aw. I f  someone tell s  you ,  Mr. Speaker, t h at I am 
going to keep you out of a church,  I don't  want you 
going to a M e n nonite C hurch and I w i l l  keep you out; 
I am you r  n ei g h bour and I w i l l  not a l low you to d rive. 
You h ave a remedy, you can go to the courts and 
you can get an i n j unction authorizin g  or  order ing that 
person off of you r  back and you can get damages, 

M r. Speaker, without a B i l l  of R ights, without an 
e n t renched B i l l  of R i g h t s ,  it h as h a p pe n e d  t h a t  
Legis latures h ave d o n e  precisely t h at I n  Quebec, the 
p a d l o c k  l aw s  were p as s e d  a g a i n s t  J ehovah ' s  
W i tnesses t e l l i n g  t h e m  t h ey c a n not go t o  t h e i r  
c h u rches, t o  t h e  churc h  o f  their  choice. t hey h a d  n o  
remedies against t h e  Legislature, they cou l d n 't g o  
somewhere and say, you c a n ' t  do t h i s  to me,  there 
are basic human r ights t h at you cannot take away 
and you cannot tamper with. They cou l d n ' t  do t h at 

We h ave i n  t h i s  province a s ituation where males, 
who are in charge of or c ustodians of c h i l d re n ,  are 
not t reated in the same way as females who are i n  
charge ol ch i ldren. Males afe bei n g  d iscrim i n ated 
against o n  the basis of sex in M a nitoba, but there is 
not h i n g  you can do about i t  There may be a b reach 
of your rights but there i s  absolutely not h i n g  t h al you 
can do a bout it other than to lobby. M r. S peaker, I 
suggest t h at an i n div idual  shoul d  h ave the r ight to a 
c o u r t  d e c i s i o n  whe n h e  i s  b e i n g  d is c r i m i n at e d  
against,  and he shoul d  h ave the r i g h t  to damages. 
There m u st be that r ight and in terms of the r ight to 
lobby, t h at comm ittee of ours sat t h rough n umerous 
hear ings,  we n ever heard one s ingle i n d iv idual  say 
that lobbyin g  changed the government as a resul t  of 
the m i st reatment of the Japanese dur ing  the Second 
Wor ld  War; changed the government as a resu l t  of  
the fact t h at Canadian I n dians d idn ' t  h ave the right 
to vote u n t i l  1 960;  c h a ng e d  t h e  govern m e n t  i n  
Quebec a s  a result of the padlock l aws; and the 
Lovelace case, the I n dian case, a pr ime example of  
m i n o r i t y  r i g h t s  n o t  b e i n g  an issue in  e l e c t i o n  
campaigns,  n o t  b e i n g  involved a t  a l l  as an issue i n  
election campaigns,  w a s  where the M i nister i n  charge 
of I n d ian Affairs, M r. Epp, said, yes, next year I w i l l  
change that l aw. But  t h at d i d n ' t  become an issue in  
the election campaign  and despite the fact t h at he 
was going to p rotect m inority r ights,  h i s  government 
was swept out of office, and i t ' s  j u st a n  i n d ication 
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t h at m i n o r i t y  r i g hts a r e  n o t  m at t e r s  w h i c h  a r e  
ord inar i ly  dealt w i th ,  or ,  I wou l d  sub m i t ,  ever dealt 
with by the electorate in the heat of a n  e lectoral 
battle and as the Member for Transcon a  points out 
r i g h t l y ,  J o h n  D i efe n b a k e r  a l so b e l ieved i n  a n  
entrenched Charter o f  Rights.  I d i d n't k now h e  was a 
Repu bl ican.  

1 woul d  s u b m i t  t h at th is  total  att e m p t  b y  the 
Tories h as been a pavlov i a n  attempt t o  e q u at e  
western d isgust w i t h  the Trudeau Government with 
support for the provincia l  Conservative Government.  
They h ave attempted to d ivert our  attention from the 
m i serable mismanagement of th is  p rov ince a n d  I 
su bmit ,  M r .  Speaker, t h at it w i l l  not work. 

!\IIR.  DEPUTY SPEAKER, Abe K ovnats 
(Radisson): Ttoe Honourable M i nister of M i nes and 
Natura l  Resources. 

HON. !aiRIAN RANSOM {Souris-Killamey): T h a n k  
you ,  M r. Deputy S peaker, and I woul d  a s k  y o u  t o  
pass m y  con g r at u l a t i o n s  o n  to t h e  S pe a !< e r  o n  
assum i n g  t h e  respons i b i l ity  aga i n  i n  t h i s  Session of 
our Legislature. I k now t h at h e  wi l l  act in the usual  
i m p a rt i a l  f a s h i o n  t o  w h i c h  w e  h av e  b e c o m e  
accustomed. 

M ig h t  I a l so con g r at u l at e  the Mover and t h e  
Seconder o f  t h e  Throne S peech for t h e  excel lent job 
which they did in moving and second i n g ,  b ack ing  the 
content o! the Throne S peec h .  

I t h i n k  i t  a lso wou l d  be appropriate,  M r .  Speaker, i f  
I was to congrat u l ate the Leader of the O p posit ion 
on s u r v i v i n g  h i s  f i r s t  year a s  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  
Opposit ion . M r .  Speaker, i n  h i s  reply t o  t h e  S peech 
from t h e  T h ro n e  on M o n d ay ,  the Leader of  t h e  
Opposition said t h at the Consti tut ion i s  not the most 
press ing problem confront ing M a nitobans today. M r .  
Speaker,  the Const i tution m i g h t  n o t  b e  t h e  most 
press ing p·roblem fac ing the country today, b u t  i n  my 
v iew i t 's  certa in ly  the most i m portant p roblem,  the 
most i m portant q u estion fac ing the coun t ry today. l t  
wasn' t  the most i m portant problem a year ago, but  
M r .  Trudeau has made i t  the most irnportant issue 
fac ing the country today, because h e  has p roposed 
c h a n g es t h at w i l l  c h a n g e  t h e  b a s i c  n at u r e  of 
government in Canada in a way t h al Canadians are 
o n l y  n ow com i n g  to a p p re c i at e .  I t h i n k  t h at t h e  
former Leader o f  the National Conservative Party, 
M r .  S t a n f i e l d ,  who was a m a n  not g i ve n  to 
overstateme n t ,  s a i d  t h a t  t hose proposa l s ,  t hose 
constitut ional proposals put  forward by the L iberal 
government i n  Ottawa amount to a coup d'etat j u st 
as much as if those changes were to be brought  
about b y  force of arms.  I m u st stress t h at M r .  
Stanfield is  not a m a n  g iven t o  overstatement yet h e  
sees these changes a s  being o f  t h at magnitude of 
i m po r t a n c e  to t h e  p eo p l e  o f  t h i s  cou n t ry ,  M r .  
Speaker. That cou p  has been very careful ly  p lanned 
and orchestrated . 

If you can imag ine t h e  s i tuat ion that  the F i rst 
M i nisters of the P rovinces fou n d  themselves i n , i n  
Ottawa in Septem ber, having before !hem a i8derai 
strategy document which set out the plans of the 
federal government as to how they were going to 
deal  with the p rovinces. Now, the existence, M r .  
Speaker,  o f  a strategy d ocument  i n  i tself  i s  not 
u nusual. One might expect a government to h ave a 
document, a strategy laid out, but what i s  part icularly 
shock ing to me a bout this document was the fact 

that i t  was a strategy for fai l u re .  i t  was not a strategy 
to s ucceed , but rather a strategy for fai l u re and to 
m a k e  it a p p e a r  a s  t h o u g h  t h e  p rov i n c e s ,  t h e  
i n transigence o f  t h e  p rovinces was t h e  reason !or the 
fai l ure. And those words are u se d  in  that  d ocument ,  
M r .  Speaker, and I th ink t h at i s  a very shock ing th ing 
when our  n at ional  government  i s  operat i n g  o n  a 
strategy of t h at n ature and h ave even reduced it to a 
written strategy document as wel l .  

i t  was evident i n  t h at strategy to t h e  extent to 
which t h ey were prepared to go t o  con v ince the 
p eo p l e  of  the r i g h tness of t h e i r  pos i t i o n . T h ey 
referred i n  t h a t  d oc u m e n t  t o  t h e  a d v e r t i s i n g  
campaign which w e  a l l  saw l ast year, t h e  6 m i l l io n  
C a n a d a  goose, and they raised the m o r a l  q uest ion ,  
M r .  S pe a k e r ,  about  u s i n g  t a x p ay e r s' f u n d s  t o  
advocate a poli t ical p h i losophy and they said t h at 
t h i s  was a q uest ion w h i c h  t h at govern m e n t ,  t h e  
Cabinet M i ni sters, woul d  h ave to d e a l  with , t h at i t  
w a s  somet h i n g  t h at the pub l ic  woul d  react t o ,  b u t  
t h at government h as obviously b e e n  p repare d  t o  
fol l ow t h at c o u r s e ,  a n d  t hey h ave b e e n  l a r g e l y  
s uccessf u l  i n  m a k i n g  t h e  p rov inces appear to b e  
responsib l e  for the b reakdown of those d i scussions. 
They were successfu l  at one point. And t hey a lso 
were able to p u rsue the strategy of making our  F irst 
M i nister and others appear to be opposed to h u m a n  
r i g h t s  b e c a u s e  t he y  were o pposed t o  t h e  
entrenchment o f  a B i l l  o f  Rights.  

Mr.  Speaker, I woul d  l ike to p l ace on the record 
some of the th ings t h at we favoured with respect to 
t h e  c o n st i t u t io n a l  d e b at e  b e c a u s e  I t h i n k  i t ' s  
i mportant for the p u b l i c  to u n derstand t h at w e  woul d  
l i k e  to see the Constitut ion ret urned to Canada, o r  
come to Canada. I bel ieve 1 0  Premiers agreed o n  a n  
amendi n g  formu l a  at the September m eeti n g  of F irst 
M i n i sters. I don't t h i n k  they coul d  h ave been that far 
away from agree ing ,  not only the 1 0  Premiers but the 
Pr ime M i nister as well ,  on a n  amending formula.  The 
Consti t u t io n  coul d  h ave been b ro ug h t  to Canada 
u nder those circumstances and changes made with in 
the f r a m ew o r k  o f  t h at !or m u l a. S o m e  feder a l  
M i n isters h ave expressed the feel i n g  t h at it i s  a 
national d i sg race to h ave to go the Br it ish Parl iament 
and ask for changes in our  Const itut ion.  I don't feel 
that i t  i s  a national d isgrace to d o  tha!  b u t  I can 
u nderstand why some people in our  country might  
feel t h at or might  feel much more comfortable w i th  
t h e  Consti t u t io n  i n  Canada.  F ine ,  bul  why wou l d  
t hose same people who feel i t  a national d isgrace to 
h ave to go to the mother Parliament to gel a change 
made i n  our  Const i tut ion , why woul d  t hey go and ask 
the mother Par l iament to entrench a B i l l  of Rights 
which t hey k now t hey woul d  not be able to put  i nto 
the Const i t ut i o n , were the Const i t u t io n  to b e  i n  
Canada prior to that ?  That i s  a contradict ion, M r .  
S peaker, which I am n o t  able t o  u n derstand.  

W e  are in  favo u r  of  see i n g  a Const i t u t io n  i n  
Canada. W e  also, and i t  h as to b e  said ,  we are i n  
favour o f  human r ights despite the efforts of the 
federal government 10 make i t  appear otherwise. If 
t here are some weaknesses and certa i n ly the system 
i s  not perfect, in the way that our  Parl iaments and 
legislatures h ave p rotected human r ights,  then let u s  
work towards i m p rovin g  w i t h i n  o u r  exist i n g  system, 
the p rotection of those r ights rather than embarki n g  
on a course of action w h i c h  woul d  change the basic 
struct u re of government in Canada. The p roponents 
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of change have not , to my satisfact ion , demonstrated 
the necessity for t hose changes a n d ,  Mr. S peaker, I 
t h i n k  the onus is u pon them to demonstrate why we 
shoul d  accept the changes that  they are putt ing  
forward . 

At the F irst M i n isters' Conference i n  September,  
our F irst M i n ister and our  M i n ister of F i nance, put 
forward a paper deal ing  partly with the q uestion of 
t r a d e  between p rovi n c e s  a n d  the f r e e d o m  of  
i n d iv iduals to move back and forth among provinces 
to seek employment.  Our M i nister of F i nance pointed 
out t h at there has not been one single conference 
c o n v e n e d  to d is c u s s  t h at q ue s t io n ,  not o n e  
conference. No effort has been made a t  !he national 
level to resolve t h at issue. Is i t  real ly  n ecessary to 
move d i rect l y  f r o m  w h e r e  we are t o d a y  t o  
entrenching t h at r ight i n  t h e  Const itut ion? I t h i n k  not, 
M r .  S peaker. I t h i n k  not . I t h i n k  t h at it woul d  be 
p o s s i b l e  for gove r n m e n t s  t o  work towar d s  
strengthening t h e  fabric o f  o u r  country wit h i n  the 
par l iamentary system that we k now now. 

Some of the th ings that we do not favour ,  M r .  
Speaker, t h e  essential ly u n i l ateral patriation p rocess 
which the federal government is now p u rsui n g ,  and I 
bel ieve now that the vast m ajority of Canadians a lso 
d o  not  s u p po r t  t h e  m e t h o d  w h i ch t h e  f e d e r a l  
government i s  fol l ow i n g .  W e  d o  n o t  s u p port t h e  
entrenchment of a b i l l  of r i g h t s  i n  the Consti tut ion 
because of the change t h at i t  makes i n  our  system of 
government,  because i t  takes the respons i b i l ity  for 
making laws out of the hands of the Legislatures and 
p laces i t  i n to the hands of the courts. If t h at i s  a 
change that Canadians want,  and I don' t  t h i n k  they 
do, if i t 's  a change that t hey want,  we must  be 
certa in  of that .  l t  m u st receive the k i n d  of d i scussion 
t h a t  is necessary t o  be a s s u r e d  t h at p eo p l e  
u nderstand i t .  T h e  k i n d  o f  closure on debate t h at 
was invoked i n  the national Parl iament earl ier t h i s  
year . is  very d ifficu l t  to u n d erstand on a n  i s s u e  a s  
fundamental as the Constitution of the coun t ry .  l t  i s  
very d ifficult  to u nderstand.  S u rely i t  i s  n o t  n ecessary 
to m eet artif ic ial  dead l i nes estab lished by essent ia l ly 
one person ,  the Pr ime M i nister of th is  country. 

We d o  not s u p po r t  M r .  T r u d e a u ' s  a m e n d i n g  
formula  and I u nderstand from the remarks t h at the 
M e m ber for Rossmere m a d e  t ha t  t here i s  some 
q ue s t i o n  in  the m e m b e r s  o p p o s i t e  a bo u t  t h e  
amending formula  which awards a permanent veto to 
some provinces and estab l ishes a framework for the 
hol d i n g  of a referen d u m  t h at cou l d  a l low the federal 
government to bypass the p rovincial  legis latures and 
t o  r e m ove the own e rs h i p  o f  reso u rces f r o m  
provinces. We do n o t  favour s u c h  a system t h at c a n  
s t r i p  u s  o f  the r ights t h at we h ave with respect t o  
r e so u rces.  I t h i n k ,  M r .  S p e a k e r ,  t h at P r e m i e r  
Blakeney o f  Saskatchewan p u t  i t  rather wel l  a t  t h e  
F irst M i nisters' Conference when he pointed o u t  t h at 
i n  1 936 Saskatchewan had approximately a m i l l io n  
p eo p l e  a n d  t o d ay i n  1 98 0 ,  S as ka t c h e w a n  h as 
approximately a m i l l ion people.  Over t h at period of 
t ime he sai d ,  people from Saskatchewan h ave had to 
leave that province i n  order to seek opport u nit ies 
e lsewhere i n  the country. H e  said at l ast we h ave the 
opporutnity based u pon our  resources so that those 
people in S askatchewan n o  longer h ave to leave 
S a s k at c h ew a n  a n d  go somewhere e l se to seek 
opport u n it ies. H e  said why shoul d  t h at opport u n ity 
now be removed from Saskatchewa n .  Mr. Speaker, 

t h a t ' s  a q ue s t i o n  t h at a l l  M an i t o b a n s  a n d  a l l  
Canad ians,  I t h i n k ,  m u st ponder very careful l y  before 
comi n g  to a conclusion on t h i s  q uestion . 

M r .  S peaker, I was shocked by the statement of 
the Leader of the Opposit ion i n  h is  reply on Monday 
when he referred to the court case which is u nder 
way.  H e  said a court case which i s  premat u re i s  a n  
excuse for the Premier to stop negot iat ing on t h e  
Const i tut ion.  M r .  S peaker, anyone w h o  was watchi n g  
the course o f  debate i n  Ottawa i n  September wou l d  
k now t h at o n  t h e  S at u r d a y  m o r n i n g  w h e n  t h e  
Premiers appeared with t h e  Pr ime M i n ister, a n d  you 
w i l l  reca l l  the looks of sad n ess o n  the faces of 
everybody aroun d  that table, i t  was our  F irst M i n ister 
who said ,  I t h i n k  we h ave made substant ia l  p rogress, 
M r .  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  a n d  t h a t  w i t h  some f u r t h e r  
d i sc ussion w e  can m a k e  more p rogress. O u r  F irst 
M i nister d i d  not move away from further negotiation 
and I t h i n k  i t  i s  a n  i n s u l t  for the Leader of t h e  
O p position to i n dicate t h at h e  d i d .  

O u r  Pr ime M i n ister, o u r  F irst M i n ister i n  M a nitoba 
has provided leadershi p  to M a nitobans and to the 
cou n t ry beyond what people now recogn ize today. 
When the q uestion of the entrenchment of a B i l l  of 
Rights f irst arose, our F irst M i ni ster stood alone i n  
opposition t o  that.  M r .  Speaker, you w i l l  be aware 
t h a t  w h e n  t h e  F i rst  M i n isters  met i n  O t t aw a  i n  
Septe mber,  h e  had some seven 

·
other governments 

with him who had seen the wisdom · of the case which 
he p u t  forwar d . I hope t h a t  one d ay t h at t h e  
cont r i b u t io n  t h a t  o u r  P r e m i e r  h as m a d e  i n  t h i s  
debate w i l l  be recogn ized . 

M r. Speaker,  yesterday t h e  M e m b e r  for l n k ster 
made a reasoned and i m p assioned attack on M r. 
Trudeau's proposals and he described them as the 
worst t hreat to socia l  and economic change fac ing 
t h i s  country and t h i s  p rovince today, the worst t hreat 
to socia l  and economi c  change. He acknowledged 
t h e  w i s d o m  of o u r  P r e m i e r ' s  p os i t io n  a n d  t h i s  
g o ve r n m e n t ' s  p os i t i o n .  M r .  S pe a k e r ,  w h o  i s  
perpetrat i n g  t h at t h reat? M r  Trudeau i s  perpetrat ing 
t h at t hreat and who is s u p po rt i n g  them in t h at 
t hreat? The N D P  are s up po rt i n g  t h at t hreat , the 
g reatest t h reat to social  and economic change i n  the 
r e a so n e d  j u d g me n t  o f  o n e  of the a b l es t  
parl iamentarians t h at t h i s  House h as ever seen.  M r .  
S peaker, I t h i n k  t h at the members o pposite shoul d  
p o n d e r  t h at j u dg m e n t  m a d e  b y  t h e  M e m ber for 
l nkster, very careful ly .  

Mr.  S peaker, I woul d  l i k e  to move on and deal with 
some econom i c  q ue s t i o n s  i f  I m i g h t .  
( Inter ject ion) - Yes, M r .  S peaker ,  someo n e  says 
Brandon economics and i n d eed t hey are r ight ,  M r .  
S peaker. I feel compel led to m a k e  a few comments 
o n  the l atest economic a nalysis on the Member from 
Brandon East. I'm sorry, I apologize, Mr. Speaker, 

· i t 's the Member for Brandon East , he's  actual ly  from 
Transcona. 

I woul d  l ike to q uote from his document,  i f  I m ight ,  
M r .  Speaker. I usua l ly  spend a m ajor portion of m y  
t ime i n  the B u dget S peech and i n  the Throne S peech 
to d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  d et a i l s  o f  t h e  M e m b e r  for  
Brandon East' s  l atest economic analysis.  I a m  not 
goin g  to do that tonight ,  M r .  Speaker, because I 
don ' t  wish to d evote that much t ime to i t ,  but  I woul d  
l i k e  to q uote somet h i n g  here. H e  says, "What basic 
changes occu rred in 1 978 to 1 980 to cause o u r  
provincia l  economic activity to be lower relative t o  
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the rest of Canada? What elements were at work 
during the Conservative years t h at were not present 
dur ing the NDP years in g overnment? The only basic 
change was a change i n  g overnment pol icy itself." 

M r .  Speaker, that is the basic premise on which 
th is  entire analysis was conducted. The Member from 
Brandon East - for Brandon East, i s  an economist,  
I 've heard . He i s  a professional  economist. I f  he took 
th is  material to a seminar of  h i s  peers and made that 
k i n d  of premise t h at t he only change, the d i fference 
between the 1 970 to '77 period and the '78 t o  '88 
per iod was government po licy, he woul d  be laughed 
off the c a m p u s .  H e  w o u l d  b e  l a u g h e d  off t h e  
campus, M r. Speaker, for that kind of i ntel lectual 
ba n k r u ptcy.  T h e  m e m b e r s  o p p os i t e  are f o n d  of 
t a l k i n g  o f  b a n k r uptc ies ,  t hey d o n ' t  have to l o o k  
further than that.  

Let m e  list a few of the factors t h at are changed 
now from the condit ions t h at prevai led d u r i n g  the 
earl ier part of the 1 970s. This  i s  the f irst year s ince 
1 954 t h at the Canadian economy has produced less 
than i t  did in the previous year. That happened i n  
1 9 8 0 ,  n ot t h e  p e r i o d  1 97 0  t o  1 97 7 .  W e  a r e  
e x p er i e n c i n g  u n prece d e n t e d  a n d  e x t r a or d i n ary 
interest rates, pr ime rate today at 17. 5  percent ,  the 
U.S. rate at 21  percent ,  the pr ime rate last  Apr i l  was 
at 1 7  percent ,  those k i n d s  of t h ings.  That fact has a 
major i mpact, especially on t h e  M an itoba economy 
because of the kind of economy which we h ave here, 
b e c a u s e  of the r e l i a n c e  o f  s m a ll b u s i n e s s  o n  
b o r r ow e d  m on e y .  l t  h a s  a g re a t e r  i m p act  o n  
M a nitoba than i t  has o n  A lberta, for i n stance. They 
don't  h ave t h at same k i n d  of reliance, they're not 
working on the same margins,  they h ave a greater 
opport u nity for return.  

We h ave experienced i n  the l ast couple of years 
the v i r tua l  co l lapse of  e n t i re i n d u str ies,  t h e  auto 
i n dustry, the housing i n dustry, the steel i n dustry, the 
recreational vehicle i n dustry, i n  N o rt h  America, Mr .  
Speaker .  Those were n o t  p he n o m e n a  t hat  were 
experienced dur ing the per iod of 1 970 to 1 97 7 ,  and 
the Member  for  Brandon East says, n oth ing  changed 
but  g overnment policy. We are n ow experiencing 
synchronized world-wide recession ,  which t hey d i d  
not experience i n  t h e  period of 1 970 to 1 9 7 7 .  Many 
countries today are o n  the verge of bankruptcy, Peru 
and Zaire,  and Jamaica and Turkey. They h ave had 
to go -( Interject ion)- Polan d ,  yes,  they h ave had to 
g o  to the internat ional  banking system and ask t h at 
their  debts be reordered . That is h appeni n g  today, 
not the period of 1 970 to 1 977 .  

We h ave u n p recedented h i kes in  t h e  p r i ce o f  
energy, we have u nprecedented i nflation a n d ,  M r .  
Speaker, o n e  of the most i nteresti n g  t h i ng s  t h at I 
f o u n d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  Eco n o m i c  C o u n c i l  o f  
C a n a d a ,  a C l i m at e  o f  U n ce r t a i n t y ,  w a s  s o m e  
i nformat ion showin g  t h at d u r i n g  t h e  period o f  1 97 4  
to 1 976,  the Canadian economy g rew faster than the 
U.S.  economy, than t h e  J apanese economy, than the 
French economy,  West Germany,  I t a l y ,  and t h e  
U n ited Kingdom; 1 97 4  to 1 976.  I n  t h e  period o f  1 977 
to 1 979, the Canadian economy exceeded oniy t h at 
of t h e  U . K .  T h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of t h e  C a n ad i a n  
economy then was exceeded b y  t h e  U . S .  a n d  J apan 
and I ta ly  and West Germany and France, and the 
Member for Brandon East, a professional economist ,  
says n oth ing 's  changed but  government pol icy Can 
the pub l ic  place any rel i a b i l i ty o n  an analysis put  
forward by that member? 

And let m e  tel l  you , M r .  Speaker,  some other very 
i nterest ing  statistics associated with t h at period of 
t i me.  Let' s  look at the number of jobs t h at were 
created i n  t h at period of 1 974 to ' 7 6  when the 
C anad i a n  econ o my was o n e  of t h e  leaders,  t h e  
leader i n  the worl d .  What happened i n  M a n itoba? I n  
1 974 there were 17, 000 j o bs created. P retty good 
year. P retty good year. in  1 975 t hey l ost 2 , 00 0  jobs; 
2 ,000 j o bs w h il e  the C a n a d i a n  economy led the 
world .  In 1 975 there was another 9,000 jobs, for a 
total of 24,000. At least 7 ,000 of t hose were i n  the 
p u b lic  secto r  a n d  s u p ported by t a x  d o l lars ,  but 
24,000 jobs. Now, 1 9 7 7 ,  there were 3 , 000.  I ' ll sort of 
m ove from t h at because the previous government 
had some responsib i l ity for t h at and we had some 
responsib i l ity. 

Let' s  ! oak at 1 97 8  and '79.  In 1 978 there were 
1 1 ,000 jobs created i n  Manitoba.  In 1 97 9  t here were 
1 3 ,000 jobs. 24,000 jobs created in t h i s  province in 
two years d u r i n g  a period ol  time when the Canad ian 
e c o n o m y  w a s  l ag g i n g  b e h i n d  al l  major O E C D  
c o u n tr ies except t h e  U nited l< i n g d o m .  F o r  t h ree 
years ,  in  '74 ,  '75 ,  and '76 w h e n  the C a n a d i a n  
economy led t h e  world , t h ose members w h o  were 
then in government s aw 24,000 jobs in t h ose three 
years.  A n d  t h e  M e m be r  for B r a n d o n  East  says 
nothing has c hanged except government po licy. Wel l  
t h at change in g overnment policy, M r .  Speaker, has 
h ad a very very beneficial  effect o n  the economy of 
this province. 

Within the c i rcumstances that prevail today, the 
i nternat ional  situation of i nterest rates a n d  energy 
prices and worldwide recessio n ,  Manitoba has many 
strengths. We h ave a very d iversified economy, the 
agr icul t u ra l  economy, our min ing ,  our m a nufactur ing 
r a n g i n g  from l i g h t  t o  h e avy m a n u f a ct u r i n g ,  
aerospace, o f  h i g h  technology type o f  manufactur ing ,  
we've got  a lot of f i nancial  services here ,  we've got  
forestry resources, one of t h e  three provinces in  
C a n a d a  t h at h as s o m e  o p p o rt u n i ty  for  t he 
development,  the use of our soft woods, we've got 
hydro potent ia l ,  of course. The hydro freeze that 's  
p rovin g  to be one of the major attractions to i n dustry 
to come to t h i s  province, we are wel l  located as far 
a s  g e o g r a p h y  g oes to serve t h e  west and t h e  
m idwest to t h e  U nited States. We' re recognized as 
having a very stable workforce. The housing situation 
is good in t h i s  prov ince to be a b l e  t o  a b s o r b  
add it ional  i ndustr ial  expansion here. We've g ot t h e  
c u l tura l  and recreationa l  a n d  educat i o n a l  fac i l it ies 
here t o  s u pport a l arger popul at i o n .  We h ave a 
t remendous i nfrastructure for  a p rov ince w i t h  a 
m i ll i o n  people.  And i t ' s  a very very attractive p lace 
f o r  an i n d u s t r y  to l oc a t e ,  e s p ec i a l l y  w i t h  a 
govern m e n t  t hat welcomes t h e  p r ivate sector t o  
come a n d  invest i n  t h i s  province. 

And a l though we' re very vu lnerable  t o  interest 
rates in the s ituat ion that preva i l s  today, we are 
going to b u i l d  o n  t hose strengths t hat this p rovince 
has. We're going to u t i ! ize those strengths for the 
f u t u r e .  T he r e  h ave b e e n  some d if f i c u l t i e s ,  w e  
acknowledge t h a t ,  t here h a s  been s o m e  populat ion 
loss, but  let  me tel l  you , M r .  Speaker, t hat Statistics 
C a n a d a  i nformat ion  s h ows t h a t  from J a n u ary t o  
October of t hi s  year, t here h a s  been a n  increase i n  
the populat ion  of t h i s  p rovince by 2 ,000 people. A n  
i n c rease o f  2 , 00 0  p eo p l e ,  a n d  t h e  M e m b e r  f o r  
B r a n d o n  E a s t  i s  st i l l  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  decl i n i n g  
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p o p u l a t i o n  of t h i s  p r o v i n c e .  W e l l ,  w h e re ' s  t h e  
credi b i l ity? 

Dur ing the period of time we h ave st i l l  maintained 
the t h i rd l owest u nemployment rate i n  Canada, we've 
provided opport u n ity for our  youth ,  the period of '74 
to '76  there were some 4 , 000 people age 15 to 24 
entered the workforce i n  M a n itoba and there was not 
one s ing le extra j o b  for t hose people.  From '77  to 
' 79 t here were 6 , 000 people age 1 5  t o  2 4  t h a t  
e ntered the workforce and there were 6 , 0 0 0  new 
j o b s  for t h o se p e o p l e .  A n d  t h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  
Opposit ion says t h at w e  have broken o u r  promises 
to the youth of th is  province. Mr. Speaker, h e  need 
on l y  deal with the facts, and don ' t  get them from the 
M e mber for Brandon East. 

N ow,  Mr. Speaker, we h ave some major successes 
t h at we are o n  the verge of achieving .  I ' m  not go ing 
to deal  wi th  t hose i n  detai l ,  I 'm going to be content 
to  see the opposit ion say t h at those developments 
are j u st pie i n  the sky and t hey're n ever going to 
come to pass because I want  to watch. I want  to  
watch the look o n  their  faces as each one of t h ese 
agreements starts to fal l  into p lace; forestry, potas h ,  
western power g r i d ,  A l c a n .  Those are the m aj o r  
ones, Mr .  Speaker, t h a t  we're worki n g  f o r  and t here 
h ave been a lot of other successes as wel l .  

B u t  i n  the few m i nutes that I 've got left, I want t o  
review a few o f  the N D P  pol icies a s  t hey h ave been 
e n u nciated because I t h i n k  it 's i mportant t h at the 
pub l ic  should u n d erstand.  They should u n d erstand 
what t hose policies are.  Because i n  contrast t o  o u r  
policies of b u i l d i n g  on the strengths of t h i s  province, 
the NDP want t o  resort to  the same o ld  d i sastrous 
eco n o m i c  p o l ic ies ,  p r i m i n g  t h e  p u m p .  I saw t h e  
Member for Brandon East o n  televis ion the other 
night,  he wants to pr ime the pump. Good Lord , the 
federal government i s  runn ing a 15 b i l l ion def ic i t ,  and 
he wants to pr ime the p u m p .  

They want to return to construct i n g  h y d r o  plants 
t h at t hey don ' t  need . H e  says that 's  go ing to p u t  u s  
at the mercy - i f  w e  d o n ' t  b u i l d  u n t i l  we' ve got a 
market - that ' s  going to put  us at the mercy of the 
purchaser. But  somehow, he's  go ing to b u i l d  them 
when they' re not needed a n d  he 's  not go ing t o  b e  at  
the m ercy of the p u rchaser. U nderstand t h at i f  you 
can . I can see t h e m  extend i n g  t h at p r i n c i p l e  to 
developing potash m ines for which t here is  n o  sale 
for the potash . M akes just as much sense,  i n  fact i t  
makes more because t hey coul d  store i t  rather t h a n  
l e t  i t  run aro u n d  the d a m .  

They're g o i n g  t o  b r i n g  back rent c o n t r o l s  u n t i l  
there i s  a satisfactory level of housing.  I f  that i s n ' t  a 
contradiction i n  terms, M r .  Speaker, I don ' t  k n ow 
what is .  They ' re going to force the p rivate sector  out  
of the health  care f ield , we d o n ' t  k now how far that 's  
go ing to go,  d octors, dent ists,  just t o  what extent 
they ' re prepared to go there, they ' re going to h ave 
compulsory g overnment part icipation in the m i n i n g  
i n d u st ry a g a i n ,  t o  ret u r n  u s  b a c k  t o  t h e  s a m e  
d i sastrous k i n d  of explorat ion levels that were g o i n g  
o n  i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e  d u r i n g  t h e i r  p r ev i o u s  
experimentat i o n ,  t hey' re go ing to pay more than l i p  
service to smal l  business, which I s u ppose woul d  
mean that t hey' re going to reintroduce successi o n  
d uties and that they ' re go ing to increase the capital  
t a x ,  and t h a t  t he y ' re g o i n g  t o  i n c rease t h e  
corporat ion taxes a s  wel l .  We're going to h ave m o re 
state ownersh i p  of farml an d ;  that 's  got to be a major 
p lank of NDP pol icy for the 1 980s. 

And M r .  Speaker,  they are g o i n g  to p l ace the 
economic decision making of th is  province in  the 
hands of the u n i o n  leaders. Because the Member for  
l nkster, M u rdoch M acKay, a former President of the 
N D P ,  te l l  u s  that  the Party  i s  in  the h a n d s  o f  
o r g a n ized l a b o u r .  T h ese are respected c a p a b l e  
members of the N D P ,  former members, t h at say the 
Leader of the Opposit ion is  i n  the pocket of the 
leaders of the labour u nions.  M r .  Speaker, I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  the people of the province w a n t  t o  p l ace t h e i r  
economic decision-making i n  the h a n d s  of the u n i o n  
leadershi p .  

M r .  Speaker, the N D P  i n  1 97 7  were d efeated , I 
t h i n k  because they were out of touch with real i ty .  
They were out of touch with rea l i ty .  Their  economic 
po l ic ies were d isastrous. There ' s  a n  i n dicat ion i n  
t h e i r  s tatements  a ga i n  t o d ay t h a t  t h ey w a n t  t o  
return .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order  p lease.  T h e  h o n o u r a b l e  
member h a s  five m i nutes. 

MR. RANSOM: Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. They want 
to  ret u r n  to the policies of yesterday, of yesteryear, 
to r e- i m p l e m e n t  s o m e  of t h e  s a m e  k i n d s  o f  
d isastrous policies t h at t h ey h a d  p u rsued d u r i n g  the 
per iod of 1 970 t o  1 97 7 .  When the ir  leadi n g  economic 
l ight ,  their  lead i n g  eco n o m i c  brain in  that  group 
m akes t h e  k i n d  of p r e mi se a b o u t  t h e  eco n o m i c  
condit ions prevai l i n g  i n  the world and i n  Canada a n d  
i n  t h i s  province, the k i n d  of statements and analysis 
t h at h e  h as done, I t h i n k  t h at the people of t h i s  
provin ce h ave to p o n d e r  very very careful ly .  I t h i n k  
t here i s  on ly  one conclusion t h at they can c o m e  to .  
They d o n ' t  want to  ret u r n  to the k i n d  of situat ion 
that p revai led in t h ose years,  Mr.  Speaker. Dur ing 
t h at electi o n  the people voted for pol ic ies b ased o n  
e c o no m i c  r e al i t y .  M r .  S pe a k e r ,  we h ave h a d  
economic real i ty i n  t h i s  province f o r  the past t hree 
years and some of it hasn ' t  been a l l  t h at palatable 
and I ' l l  be the f irst to admit t h at because real ity 
often i s  not t h at palatable. 

M e mbers opposite want to  stand up and say l et ' s  
k n oc k  t h e  i n te rest r a t e s  b a c k  b y  two o r  t h ree 
percent .  That ' s  the way they want t o  te l l  the  people 
t h at t h ey d o n ' t  h ave to t a k e  a n yt h i n g  t h a t ' s  
u n p alatable.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  that 's  rea l i ty .  T h e  Leader o f  
t h e  Oppositi o n ,  what I f i n d  m ost d i sconcert i n g  about 
the Leader of the Opposit ion ' s  posit ion i s  t h at he 
says t h at the enthusiasm of i n div idual  people  is  a 
weak reed to p lace any confidence o n ,  M r .  S peaker. 
The i n d iv idual  enthusiasm i s  a weak ree d .  O n  th is  
s ide o f  the H ou se w e  b e l i e ve that  i n d i v i d u a l  
enthusiasm a n d  in i t iat ive i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  t h i n g  t h at 
economies are based upon.  

M r . S pe a k e r ,  the  a m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  t h e  
. Honourable Leader o f  t h e  Opposit ion has made t o  

t h e  Throne S peech should b e  rejected i n  t h e  same 
way t h at the electorate i s  going to reject the N D P  i n  
t h e  next elect ion .  

Merry C hristmas. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Rouge. 

MRS. J UII\IIE WIESTBURY (Fort  Rouge}:  M r .  
S p e a k e r ,  m a y  I aga i n  c o n g r at u l at e  y o u  o n  t h e  
posit ion t h at you hold and I would l i ke  also i f  I m ay 
to congrat u l ate you on the good humour  with which 
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you m eet even your h arshest experiences i n  t h at 
office. I want to congratu late also the M over and 
Seconder of the S peech o n  their  recognit ion by the i r  
leader  for t h i s  i mportant task of i nt r od u c i n g  t h e  
Throne S peech th is  year. 

Mr. Speaker, l ast sessio n  I took advantage of t h e  
opport u n ity y o u  so k ind ly  afforded me to be one o f  
the f irst responders to t h at sessio n ' s  Throne S peec h .  
I was n e w  i n  the Legis lat ive Assembly and I was 
eager to make my contr ibut ion as an i n d iv idual ,  as 
the Member for Fort Rouge, and as the Liberal Party 
representative in this Chamber.  I want to  thank you ,  
M r .  S pe a k e r ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
Assembly for t h e  courtesy and u n d erstand i n g  shown 
a newcomer by m ost of you.  I aiso appreciated t h e  
tolerance s h own b y  m y  honourable  col leagues i n  
al lowing me to su bject them to my L iberal views o n  
the governi n g  o f  our  province. I am sure t h e y  foun d  
them a refresh ing change lrom their  own a n d  from 
each other's views. 

I return  to the House t h i s  sess ion ,  M r .  Speaker, 
not yet what one woul d  cal l  a veteran ol this august 
Assembly,  as the Honourable M i nister of Consumer 
Affairs so k i n d ly remi n d s  m e  from t ime to t ime, but 
as o n e  who h a s  a t  least exper ience d  o n e  other  
Throne S peech and i s  i n  a posit ion to compare one 
wi th  another and to recognize the shortcomings of 
both;  the fai led promises of the f irst and t h e  false 
hopes of the seco n d .  

Sitt ing b a c k  and l i sten ing to the debate t h a t  h a s  
g o n e  o n  so f a r ,  M r .  Speaker, I a m  aware of an 
amazin g  repit it ious s imilarity i n  the style and rhetoric 
of the other two pol it ical posit ions bein g  espoused 
here i n  m atters relat ing  t o  t h i s  province. I feel  cal led 
u p o n  to p resent t o  you for your  own rel ief and 
perhaps for the i n tel lectual sti m u l at ion of the other 
members of the Assem bly,  a t h i rd v iew as to t h e  
d i rection t h i s  province coul d  and should be tak ing;  a 
d i rect ion we could see us h i t t ing as early as next 
year under the stewardshi p  of the L iberal Party i n  
M anitoba's recently elected leader Doug Lauch lan ,  
and I want  to just take a moment  t o  thank t hose 
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H ou s e  w h o  h ave s o  w a r m l y  
welcomed M r .  Lauchlan ,  b o t h  a t  G overnment House 
the other n i g h t  and i n  the hal ls  here in the l ast few 
d ays. I appreciate the courtesy as usual .  

W hile I d i d n ' t  not ice many of t h e  members of th is  
Cham ber at the recent Liberal po l icy  convent ion ,  Mr .  
S peaker, I k n ow t h at t h ey a l l  fol lowed the reports 
with g reat interest l t  was a very good conve nt ion .  lt 
was well attended by Liberal deleg ates from every 
c o n s t i t u e n cy i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  T h e y  a l l  h a d  t h e  
opportunity to  contr ibute the ir  voices to t h e  ever­
g rowin g  d i ssatisfaction with both the Conservati ves 
and the N D P .  They also had the opportunity to be 
more posit ive i n  outlook , to  review the needs of the 
people of the province, to u p d ate t h e  Liberal point  of 
view on a n u m ber of issues and to select from two 
excel lent  c a n d i d ates an outstand i n g  i n d iv idua l  as 
t h e i r  spokesperson and leader for  the remai n i ng 
months of th is  3 i st Legislature and into the next 

My col leagu es here h ave noticed , I ' m  sure, M r .  
Speaker, t h at th is  is  a t ime of h i g h  sp ir its f o r  L iberals 
in M a n i t o b a .  F i r s t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  c u r r e n t  
administration is  i n  i t s  dying months of i t s  existence. 
Secondly,  both the Tories and the N D P  h ave been so 
accommodat ing  i n  driving b ack former d isaffected 
Liberals back to the fold ,  and t h i rd ly ,  because t here 's  

an opportun ity for the t h i rd alternat ive i n  M anitoba 
pol i t ics to emerge once aga i n .  

I t r u s t ,  M r .  Speaker, t h at i n  the n e x t  Legis lat u re 
our  party leader wi l l  be the f irst L iberal ,  t h e  f irst of 
several L iberal mem bers to comment on t h e  S peech 
f r o m  t h e  Th r o n e .  lt is f i tt i n g ,  M r .  S pe a k e r ,  -
( I n terjection)- I presume t hat t h i s  i s n ' t  being taken 
off my t ime.  l t  i s  f itti n g  t h at the L iberal leader and 
h i s  caucus wi l l  be . . . .  That was real ly  witty ,  M r .  
Speaker.  I h ave t o  congrat u l ate t hat m a n  o n  h i s  
excel lent w i t ,  i t 's  u n u sual .  

T h at t h e  L i beral  leader  and h i s  caucus w i l l  b e  
p r e se n t i n g  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  p o l i c y  a g e n d a  f o r  
M anitoba i n  the coming years but  today I h ave t h e  
opportunity to  p ave their  way a n d  I intend to d o  s o  
by p resent ing  m y  own view and t hose of m y  party o n  
a policy agend a  f o r  our  province, a pol icy agen d a  
t h at c o u l d  be adopted today, M r .  S peaker. 

We l ive in a n  i ncreasing ly  complex and smal! world 
where not on ly  actions i n  other parts of t h e  world or  
i n  other  parts  of country affect each and every one 
of us ,  but  where i t  is  n o  longer possib le  to separate 
economic factors from social ones o r  from pol it ical 
ones o r  from personal ones. Consequently,  we m u si 
as a people and most defin itely as a government t ry 
to u n d erstand h ow eco n o m i c  p o l i t ical  a n d  social  
factors affect one another and we m u st t ry t o  deal 
with them comprehensively. 1 t  i s  d iff icult t o  predict 
what wil l  be t h e  final outcome of any one pol icy ,  
consequently,  M r .  S peaker, we i n  the Liberal Party 
bel ieve i i  i s  d angerous for any government to make 
policy decisions which are based o n  dogma,  which 
are b ased o n  a r ig id and t h eoretical view of the 
worl d .  We bel ieve t h e  world i s  more complex than 
t h at We bel ieve t h at decisions must be based o n  a 
clear and accurate picture of t h e  world i n  which we 
l ive. We bel ieve t h at th is  world changes and thus we 
b e l i ev e  t h a t  p o l i c i e s  m u s t  be rev iewed a n d  
reconsi dered a s  t h e  o bj e c t i ve real i t y  a r o u n d  u s  
changes. 

I n sert ing  a pol icy agend a  for M a n itoba then, M r .  
S peaker, we m ust f irst assess the situation i n  which 
we now fin d  ourselves. Through the past decade of 
t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s  M a n it o b a n s  h ave b e e n  offered two 
pol i t ical theories of society and forms of g overnment 
In the ear ly  1 97 0 s  we were offered a t heory o f  
society where government  cou ld  e n s u r e  a i i  t h ose 
th ings  which are good. In the late 1 970's  we were 
offered a second theory where free market forces 
woul d  so lve all the evi l s  o f  society.  T h o u g h  t h e  
1 97 0 ' s  were n o t  a decade of complete deprivat ion ,  
M r .  S peaker, t h at decade was a relatively poor  one 
for M an i t o b a .  T h o ug h '  C a n a d a  h as p rospered 
re lat ive ly  wel l c o mpared t o  t h e  w o r l d , M an it o b a  
t h r o u g h  t h i s  decade of t w o  d ifferent governments 
has l ost ground compared to the Canadian average. 
For example,  M r .  Speaker,  we h ave witnessed a 
steady erosion of M a n itoba 's  relat ive posit i o n .  I n  
1 97 0 ,  M anitoba accounted for 4 .24 o f  Canada's real 
domestic product. In "1 978,  we only represented 4.03 
p e r c e n t. In  1 97 0 ,  M an it o b a  acco u n te d  f o r  4 . 67 
percen t  of Canada's employment. N ow M a nitobans 
only account for 4 . 4 1 percent of that total . 

M r .  S pe a k e r ,  S t a t i s t i c s  C a n a d a  r e p o r t s  t h a t  
between J u n e  1 97 9  a n d  J u n e  1 98 0 ,  4 1 , 00 0  
M a nitobans h ave left t h e  province. Populat ion g rowth 
t hroughout the west is a bove the Canadian average 
except in M a nitoba.  Our net populat ion i s  d ow n  by 
3 ,200 whi le the other western p rovinces are g rowin g .  
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MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. The hour  being 1 0:00 
o · c l oc k  t h e  H o u s e  i s  a d j o u r n e d  a n d  s t a n d s  
a d j o u r n e d  u n t i l  1 0 : 0 0  a . m .  t o m o r ro w  m o r n i n g .  
(Fr iday) 
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