
lEGISlATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Wednesday, 17 December, 1980 

Time - 2:00 p.m. 

OPEN IN G  PRAYIE R by M r. S pea ke r. 

M R. S PE A K E R, Hon .  Ha rry lE. G ra ha m  ( B i rt l e ­
Russel l }: P re se n t i n g  P et i t i o n s  . . . Read i n g  a n d  
R e ce i v i n g  P et i t i o n s  . . . P re se n t i n g  R e p o r t s  b y  
Stan d i n g  a n d  Special C o m mittees. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS 

AND TABLING OF REPORTS 

M R. S PE A K E R: T h e  H on o u ra b l e  M i n is t e r  o f  
Municipal  Affairs. 

HON. D OU G  G OU RlAY ( S wa n  River): M r. Speaker, 
I ' d  l ike t o  table the Second I nterim Report of the 
M a n i t o b a  A s s e ss m e n t  Review C o m m i tt e e  d at e d  
N ovember 2 1, 1 980.  

M R. SPE A K E R: N ot ices of Mot ion . . . I ntroduction 
of B i l ls .  

ORAl QUESTIONS 

M R. S PE AK E R: T h e  H on o u ra b l e  Leader  of t h e  
Opposit ion. 

M R. HOWAFID PAW LE Y  (Sel kirk): M r .  S peaker, m y  
q uest ion i s  to the F irst M i nister. I n  view of the effects 
in various ways u po n  t h e  P rovince of M anitoba by 
way of the c losure of the T r i b une, can t h e  First 
M i n i s t e r  a d v i s e  what w a s  the r e a s o n  t h at t h e  
G overnment o f  t h e  Province o f  M a n itoba fai led t o  
provide t h e  Kent Commission I n q u i ry o n  Newspapers 
with a s u bmission? 

M R. SPE A K E R: The Honourable  F irst M i nister. 

HON . S T E RliN G  R. l Y O N  ( C ha rl e s wood ): M r. 
S peaker, the government g ave consideration to the 
quest ion of  the Kent C o m m ission and i n  terms of  
reference of t h at commission and decided t h at o n  
balance, other t h a n  restat ing the problem which was 
the effect real ly of most of the s u b missions t h at were 
h e a r d ,  t hat t he r e  was n o  n e e d  f o r  a f o r m a l  
presentat ion as such. We d i d, h owever, h ave a n  
informal meet ing w i t h  the commission by way of a 
l u n c h e o n  t h a t  w a s  t en de r e d  f o r  t h e  t h ree 
commissioners whi le they were here and had the 
opportunity for i nformal d i scussion with tllem at t h at 
t ime.  

M R. PAWliEV: M r .  Speaker, then I ask the F irst 
M i n i st e r, what  a d v a n t a g e  c o u l d  t he r e  be in a n  
i nf o r m a l  k i n d  o f  m e et i n g  i n  w h i c h  v a r i o u s  
s u g g e s t i o n s  were o b v i o u s l y  m a d e  b y  t h e  F i r s t  
M i n i s t e r .  I assu m e  t h a t  w as n ' t  o n l y  a l u n c h e o n  
meet ing but that suggestions were made, rather than 
a b r i ef b e i n g  s u b m i t t e d  in  p u b l i c, s o  that  a l l  
Manitobans wou l d  k n ow t h e  contents o f  same and 
t h e  p o s i t i o n  a d o pted by t h e  G overnment  of t h e  
Province o f  Manitoba an o p e n  submission. 

M R. lYON :  M r. Speaker, my honourable fr iend is  
the one who said suggestions were made.  I never 
said t hey were made at a l l .  

M R .  PAW l E V: M r .  S pe a k e r, t h e n  t h e  l u n ch e o n  
meet ing w a s  even m o re useless than I m ight  h ave 
t h o u g h t  ear l ier .  C a n  t h e  M i n ister  of G overnment  
Serv ices a n n o u nce when h e, a s  t h e  M i n i st e r  on 
b e h a l f  of  A u t opac, wi l l  b e  a n n o u n c i n g  the new 
Autopac rate schedu l e  for the year  1 98 1 ?  

M R. S PE A K E R: T h e  H on o u r a b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
G overnment Services. 

HON. HARRY J. E NIIIS (la keside): M r .  S peaker, as 
a former Chairman of the Manitoba P u b l i c  I nsurance. 
C o r p o ra t i o n ,  t h e  H on o u r a b l e  L e a d e r  of t h e  
Opposit ion i s  wel l  aware t h at i t ' s  a t  t h i s  t i m e  o f  year 
t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  is b e i n g  r e v iewed a n d  I ' m  
a n t i c i p a t i n g  reco m m e n d at i o n s  f r o m  t h e  C h a i r m a n  
a n d  the Board of D i rectors o f  Autopac at any t i m e  
a b o u t  any restructur ing of the rates i n  the comi n g  
year. There l ikely w i l l  h ave to be s o m e  i ncreases 
considered and consider the situation in our other 
p r o v i n ce s  a c r o s s  C a n a d a, p a rt i c u l a r l y  in t h e  
p rovinces o f  Br it ish Columbia a n d  Saskatchewan. 

M R. PAW'lEY: M r. Speaker, i n  view of the fact that 
the d ays are fast running out pr ior  t o  which the 
registrat ion  not ices, b i l l ings, must be forwarded t o  
the motorists of the Province of M anitob a, i s  the 
M i n i st e r  i n d i c at i n g  that  he h a s  a s  of t h i s  d at e  
received n o  recommendations from t h e  Chairman of 
t h e  B o a r d  o f  t h e  M an i t o b a  P u b l i c  I ns u r a n ce 
Corporation or no s u b mission as to proposed rate 
i ncreases? 

M R. E NIIIS :  M r. S p e a k er, t h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  
Opposit ion is  fu l ly  aware t h at when an announcement 
can be.mad e  the announcement wil l  be made. In t h i s  
part icular i n stance h e  n e e d  not  rem i n d  m e  of the 
t i m e  t h at the corporat ion  requ ires t o  send out the 
appropriate b i l l ings, which I u n d erstand come out 
somet ime o n  o r  about the m i d d le part of January. 

M R. PAW'lEY: M r .  Speaker, a f ina l  q u estion to the 
M i n ister  of G over n m e n t  Services.  In  v iew of the 
i nf o r m a t i o n  which h as been received of c ri m i na l  
c harges bein g  l a i d  as against a t o w  d river f o r  Auto 
Rescue L i m ited a l o n g  with other var ious towing 
c o mpanies, i n  v iew of t h e  fact  t h at A u t o  Rescue 
L i mited apparent ly  has sole respo n s i b i l i t y  for  a l l  
t o w i n g  pert a i n i n g  t o  A u t o p ac w i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  
W i n n i peg, c a n  t h e  M i n i ster advise whether there i s  
any i nvestigation u n d e r  way o r  w i l l  h e  be charging 
anyone with respo n s ib i l it y  for  a n  i nvesti g at i o n  t o  
ensure t h at Autopac and Autopac's u sers h ave n o t  i n  
a n y  way, shape o r  form been effected by a n y  a l leged 
c r i m in a l  c o n d u ct pertain i n g  to the t owing t r u c k s  
i n volved? 

M R .  E N N S :  M r .  S pe a k e r, I h ave s u ff i c i e n t  
confidence that t h e  General M a n ag er, M r .  Dutton, at 
Autopac would have notified me i m mediately if t here 
was any reaso n  for the corporation, o r  i ndeed for 
g overnment, t o  p ursue any action i n  this regard.  I 
h ave received n o  such not ice from Autop ac a n d  
m a k e  the assumpt ion  therefore t h at some of t h e  
current problems relative to towin g  d i d  not occur 
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with respect to the operat ions of Autopac and/or the 
towing f irm t h at they do business with. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MlR. SPEAKIEFI: Order p lease, if I m ay i nterrupt,  
would l ike to,  at this time, introduce to honourable 
members 1 20 students of Grade 9 standing from the 
Bruce Junior  H i g h  School ,  under the d i rect ion of M r .  
H .  M a n n .  T h i s  school is  i n  t h e  constituency o f  the 
Honourable M i n ister of  Economic Development.  

We also h ave 60 students of G rade 9 stan d i n g  
from the Westdale Jun ior  H i g h, u n d e r  the d i rect ion o f  
M r. W i l l i a m s .  T h i s  s c h o o l  i s  l oc a t e d  i n  t h e  
constituency o f  t h e  Honourable First M i nister. 

On behalf ol all  honourable members we welcome 
you here this afternoon. 

The Honourable Member for St .  Boniface. 

ORAl QUESTIONS (Coni'd) 

I\IIIR .  i.AU R E N T  J. D E SJAR D I N S  ( S t .  
IBon iface): Thank you, M r. S peaker, my question i s  
to the Honourable M i ni ster o f  Community Services. 
Can the M i nister tell u s  how many new d ay care 
spaces h ave been approved since Septem ber,  and 
h ow many of those .are p resently being operated? 

M R .  SPE A K E R :  T h e  H on o u r a b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Comm u n ity Services. 

HO N .  G EORG E  I\IIII N A K E R  (St. Jame s ) :  M r .  
Speaker, I believe there h as been a total  o f  i n  excess 
of 424 new spaces, a combinat ion of new and after 
school ,  as wel l  as home day care spaces h ave been 
a l lotted s ince September 1 5th.  

M R. D E SJARDINS: I take i t  then t h at t hey are a l l  in  
operation r ight n ow? 

M R  M INAKER: No. 

MR. DE SJARDI N S: Could the M i nister te l l  u s, M r. 
S p e a k e r ,  h ow l o n g  d oe s  i t  t ake t o  h av e  a n  
appl icat ion p rocessed for a group d ay care? 

MR. M IIIIAKER: M r. Speaker, I can't at this t ime,  
but  I ' l l  g e t  the i nf o r m at i o n  f o r  the h o n o u ra b l e  
member. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o nourable Member for Fort 
Rouge. 

M R S. JUN E  W E STBURY (Fort Rouge):  Thank you,  
M r .  Speaker. I h ave a q uestion for the H o nourable 
First M i n ister. Fol lowing yesterday's u nhappy events 
a n u m ber of people h ave q uestioned m e  regardi n g  a 
statement that the F irst M i nister made to the effect 
that the former member for Wolseley wou l d  not be 
receiving any part of h is  indemnity, and I h ave been 
asked to ask the F irst M i n ister to confirm that, i n  
view o f  t h e  fact that t h e  former mem ber for Wolseley 
and was recognized and was g iven an opport u n ity to 
speak, will he be receiving all or  part of his sessional  
indemnity, or  any other a l lowance? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n ourable F irst M i n ister. 

MR. I. YOIII: Well, Mr. Speaker, t h at i s  the question 
that this H ouse wi l l  h ave t o  decide, but  as I i n d icated 
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l ast eveni n g ,  Mr. Speaker, just t o  make t h at point  
c lear ,  t hat's not somet h ing t h at the Premier turns o n  
o r  off, i t ' s  a decision t h at i s  m a d e  by t h i s  Legislature. 
For t hose who were moaning,  what I i n dicated l ast 
n ight ,  M r. Speaker, was t h at the g overnment would 
be br ing ing forward legis lat ion for the consideration 
of the H ouse at this sessi o n  which would make i t  
impossible for the situat ion  that  we saw yesterday t o  
resul t  i n  the m e m b e r  receivin g  any emolument or 
i ndemnity for h i s  b rief appearance i n  the H ouse. I 
made t h at q uite clear, and I am happy to repeat i t  
today,  but  t h at w i l l  be a decis ion - g overnment wi l l  
br ing the b i l l  i n  - i t  w i l l  be a decision t h at the 
H ouse w i l l  h ave t o  make b ased o n  that b i l l .  

M R .  SPEAKER:  T h e  Honourable Member f o r  Fort 
Rouge. 

MRS. W E STBURV: Yes, Mr. S peaker, my q uestion 
o n  another  s ubject i s  d irected t o  the H o n ourable 
M i n i s t e r  of E d u c a t i o n  and refers t o  T h e  P u b l i c  
Schools Act. When w i l l  t h e  M i nister be br ing ing the 
reg ulat ions forward , when w i l l  t hey be made p u b l ic ,  
p lease, regulat ions i n  connection w i t h  the n e w  Pub l ic  
Schools  Act? 

I\IIIR. SPE A K E R :  The Hon o u r a b l e  M i n i s t e r  of 
Educat ion .  

HON .  K E I T H  A. COSENS ( G i ml i ) :  M r. Speaker, I 'm 
p leased t o  inform the member that  t hose reg u l at ions 
are avai lable as of today. 

M R S. WIESTBURY: He d i d n't g i ve me the quest ion 
t o  ask, M r .  Speaker. Referr ing t o  Section 4 1 (4)  of  
T h e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  Act ,  M r. S pe a k e r ,  w h i c h  
reads: " Every school board shal l  provide o r  make 
provis ion for education i n  G rades 1 to 12 i n c lusive 
for a l l  resident persons who h ave the r ight  to attend 
schoo l " ,  can the Mini ster tell  the H ouse, p lease, what 
specific steps are bei n g  taken t o  make sure t h at t h i s  
i s  compl ied with? 

I\IIIR .  C O SIE N S: M r. Speaker ,  I t h i n k  t h at w o u l d  
probably take a l i t t l e  m o r e  t ime than y o u  w o u l d  b e  
prepared t o  g ive me i n  t h i s  i n stance, but  I c a n  assure 
the honourable member t h at there are a n u m ber of 
p r o g r a m s  t h at h ave b e e n  i n i t i at e d  by t h i s  
government and,  o f  course, supports t hat h ave been 
i n it iated by this g overnment t h at will make that q uite 
feasib le. 

M R .  SPE A K E R :  T h e  H ono u r a b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
l n k ster. 

MR. SID N E V  GREEN:  M r .  Speaker, I wonder if the 
F irst M i n i ster can te l l  u s  when h e  intends t o  cal l  a 
by-electi o n  for the constituency of Wolseley. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n ourable F irst M i nister. 

MR. l VON: Mr. Speaker, after al l  of yesterday's 
d iscuss ion ,  I would h ave thought t hat. as we can 
apprehend it at the present t i me ,  there is no vacancy 
in that seat. 

!\liFt GREEN:  M r .  Speaker, i n  view of the fact t h at 
the Pr ime M i nister - I g uess I cannot blame h i m ,  
but  I h ave n o body else to b l ame - h a s  created t h e  
a n o m a l o u s  p o s i t i o n  of a m e m ber ,  w h o  i s  n o t  a 
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member, what are the dut ies of th is  member and if 
he has dut ies and I d o n ' t  wish to be m i staken, M r .  
Speaker, I d o  n o t  t h i n k  t h at he should receive a 
sessional  indemnity because I d o n ' t  t h i n k  he is a 
m e m b e r ?  B u t  if t h e  F i rst M i n i st e r  says h e  i s  a 
mem ber and has o b l igations to h i s  constituents, can 
he te l l  u s  what h e  in tends t o  propose about an 
indemnity for the service that he says that member, 
w h o  h e  says i s  a s i t t i n g  m e m b e r  a n d  f o r  t h e  
constituency for which h e  wi l l  n o t  cal l  a by-election, 
what d oes he propose by way of indemnity for th is  
person? 

M R .  LYO N :  M r .  Speaker, I th ink t h at as and when 
the government is  i n  a posit ion to bring forward 
proposed amendments t o  The Legis lative Assembly 
Act  to cover that and other  situations relat i n g  t o  t h at 
part icu lar  point, the situation wi l l  become clear.  I 
point out to h im that whi le it may be perceived by 
the honourable mem ber as being an anomaly, if m y  
recol lect i o n  o r  i nf o r m a t i o n  i s  cor rect, t h e  former  
Member of the H ouse of Commons who was tr ied 
and convicted of an i n dictable offence back i n  1 945-
46, Fred Rose, and so far as I am aware did not 
have any appeal p rocedu res t o  free him because as I 
reca l l  h a b e a s  c o r p u s  w a s  s u s pe n d ed ,  h is s e a t  
remained i n  t h a t  posit ion with n o  member, t h at i s, 
with h im sti l l  being the member for the seat but  not 
i n  the H ouse of Commons for I th ink the better part  
of a year o r  so u n t i l, as I am told,  the f ina l  appeal  
procedu res h ave been matured, and then the H ouse 
was i n  a posit ion to act. And did act, as I recal l, by a 
motion of the Pr ime M i nister, seconded by the then 
M i n ister of J u st ice, t h e  Right  H o n o u rable M r. St.  
Laurent, declar ing the seat vacant and call i n g  for a 
by-electi o n  after the a ppeal p rocedu res had been 
exhauste d .  

M R .  SPE A K E R :  T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
l nkster. 

MR. GREEN:  Mr. S peaker, I note t h at t h at H o u se 
d i d n ' t  act unt i l  after  the appeal procedu res had been 
exhausted . I t h i n k  t h a t  we h ave s o m ewhat  of a 
d ifferent situation i n  that I bel ieve t h at M r. Rose was 
i n c a rc e r a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t .  M r .  W i l s o n  is n o t  
i ncarcerated, t h e  First M i ni ster says h e  is  a mem ber, 
and supposed to be doing t h ings, I suppose for h i s  
const i tuents, a l t h o u g h, M r .  S peaker, I h asten t o  
again u n derl ine I d o  n ot t h i n k  t h at he is  a mem ber, 
nor  do I th ink  t h at he i s. ent it led to a legislative 
i ndemnity because he is not a member, and that 's  
why I asked that a by-electi o n  be called. But  wi l l  the 
F i rst M i n ister  t e l l  u s, d oes h e  p r o p ose, because 
yesterday he seemed t o  suggest that t here would be 
n o  indemnity, if t h i s  man i s  a member, h e  i s  not 
incarcerated, ostensib ly therefore responsible t o  his 
constituents, d oes the M i nister propose t h at there is 
g o i n g  t o  be some type of rem u nerat ion f o r  t h i s  
o b l igat ion? 

M R .  LYO N :  N o, M r .  S peaker. 

M R .  SPE A K E R :  The H o n ou ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Brandon East. 

M R .  LEO N A R D  S. E VA N S  ( B randon E ast) :  M r .  
Speaker, I would l i k e  t o  address a q uestion t o  the 
M i n ister of Economic  Deve l o p m ent. The company 

referred t o, o r  k n own as Pennex L imited, p u b l ishers 
of the m agazines Enterprise West, W i n n i peg Woman, 
and I bel ieve more than 20 other p u b l icat ions, h as 
n o w  g o n e  i n t o  receivers h i p .  I ' d  l i ke t o  a s k  t h e  
M i ni ster whether he o r  h i s  department were aware 
t h a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c o m p a n y  w a s  e x p e r i en c i n g  
f inancial  d ifficult ies, a n d  also whether h i s  department 
offered any tec h n ical  services, and other type of 
assistance to t h i s  part icular f i rm? 

MR. SPE A K E R :  The H on o u r a b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Economic Development.  

HO N .  J. F R A N K  JO HN STO N  ( St urge o n  
C re e k) :  Yes, M r. S peake r, o u r  department  was 
made aware of the problems of the company that the 
members suggests o r  mentions was having. We h ave 
been in contact with them. We h ave offered at any 
t i m e  our staff t h at ' s  availab le t o  assist smal l  business 
t o  advise o n  any type of problems t h at they m ay 
h ave. We also wi l l  make avai lab le to them people 
t h at are experienced i n  their  business i n  any way we 
can t o  assist them t o  be successfu l, unfort u n ately we 
weren' t  able to do that.  

MR. E VA N S: Well  can the H on o u r a b l e  M i n ister  
advise whether h i s  department i s  maintain i n g  a f i le  
o r  a l i st, o r  some k i n d  of d ocumentation of other 
companies t h at may be o n  the verge of bankruptcy 
o r  o n  the verge of moving out of the p rovince, and 
whether i f  such a f i le exists could h e  advise us, is  i t  a 
f i le  perhaps of f i rms that m ay be considering closing 
up within the next t hree months o r  t h e  next s ix 
months o r  whatever.  

M R .  JOHNSTON: M r .  S peaker, we h ave n o  way of 
k n owing, u nless they come t o  us, their  thoughts, o r  
we h ave n o  w a y  of k nowing their  problems u n t i l  they 
come to u s. Many t imes when we make, you might  
say, our  regular  cal ls  o n  many companies, we are 
informed of problems and we are sometimes able to 
assist them before they become too ser ious .  As 
regardi n g  a fi le of people going bankrupt, t h at is 
avai lable through my honourable col leagues' offices, 
the people t h at have f i led bankruptcies. We keep 
track of t hose the same way as we keep t rack of 
c o m p a n i e s  t h at a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  ope n i n g  i n  t h e  
Provin ce o f  M an i t ob a, M r .  S peaker; a n d  I m i g ht 
ment ion one i n  Stonewall, Bristol  A i rcraft, 4.5 m i l l i o n  
i n vestment  i n  the n e w  rocket p lant, 69 j o b s  t h at 
we' re very proud of, and you know who announced 
t hat, M r .  S peaker, i t  happened t o  be through a DREE 
g rant, M r .  Sargent, the M P, was very p leased t o  
announce t hat. 

MR. E VA N S: M r .  S peaker, whi le we read of some 
fai l u res and b a n k ruptcies and c losures, we don ' t  
h e a r  o f  a l l  o f  t h e m  o r  at least not a l l  o f  u s  hear 
about t h em, and I u nderstand the Associat ion of 
Medical Basics in Selk irk has recent ly announced the 
c losure with 30 t o  35 jobs going down the t u be so t o  
speak. 

MR. LYO N :  30,000 new jobs i n  M a n itoba than when 
you were i n, how d o  you explain them? 

MR. E VA N S: Well, M r. S peaker, I ' l l  be delighted t o  
explain how M a n itoba has dwin dled i n  i ts  share o f  
j o b  creation i n  th is  province, t h i s  country of ours i n  
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the l ast few years, there's no d o ubt that we h ave 
dwind led in the n u m ber of jobs created in Manitob a. 
M r. S pe a k e r ,  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a s k  t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  
u nfortunately i n  view o f  the large n u m ber o f  fai l u res 
and c losu res and b u s i n esses m o v i n g  out of t h e  
province, woul d  t h e  M i n ister consider devising some 
sort ot early war n i n g  system so t h at h e  a n d  h i s  
department a n d  perhaps h is co lleagues would h ave 
some advance not ice of what might  be occurr ing and 
woul d  be i n  a better pos i t ion for a i l  of u s  t o  poss ib ly  
help these o r  certain ly t o  help the employees t h at 
m ay be adversely effected? 

f�R. JOHNSTOIII: M r .  Speaker, the company t h at h e  
mentions i n  S e l k i r k ,  M anitoba,  h i s  o w n  leader and 
Member for Selk i rk  was aware of i t  at least two 
months ago. I corresponded with h i m  o n  the s ubject 
and brought him u p-to-date on all the questions that 
he asked me about the s i tuation  .of t h at company 
and i ts  p rocedures t h at has been gone through the 
past two years, and i t  i s  a i l  avai l a ble. M aybe h e  
s h o u l d  speak t o  the Honourable Member for Selk irk  
about i t .  M r .  Speaker, the main  reason for the one i n  
S e l k i r k ,  it's unfort u n ate t o  h ave t o  say, w a s  b a d  
management. 

MR. EVAIIIS: Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, just  t o  clarify for 
the honourable minister, the receivership was oniy 
dec lared two wee k s  a g o .  T h ey m ay h ave been 
considering receivershi p  but  i t  was on ly  declared two 
weeks ago. ; would ask the m i nister . . . 

M R .  SPEAKER: Order please, order p lease. Can we 
n o w  p r oceed w i t h  t h e  q uest i o n  p e r i o d. T h e  
H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  B r a n d o n  E a s t  w i t h  a 
q uestion. 

MR. E VA N S: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I appreciate 
y o u r  ass istance in  th is  m atter. I would  ask the 
M i nister again  if h e  could advise the H ouse whether 
he and h is  department would consider setti n g  u p  
some sort o f  early warni n g  system s o  t h at w e  are 
better prepared,  all of us, collectively, t o  cope with 
business fail u res, bankruptcies and closures i n  the 
Province of  M a n itoba,  an ear ly  war n i n g  system. 

M R .  SPE A K E R :  O r d e r  p l e as e .  T h e  q uest i o n  i s  
repetitive. 

MR. E VANS: H e  d i d n't answer. 

M R .  SPE A KE R :  T h e  H on o u r a b l e  M i n i s t e r  of 
Economic Development. 

M R .  JOHNSTON: M r. S peaker, I guess I'm at a l oss 
to u nderstand what the member means. If  he wants 
to send me a memo explain i n g  what h e  real ly  means, 
d oes he want u s  to put a n  ad i n  the paper sayin g ,  
p lease warn u s  i f  you're g o i n g  broke. W h a t  early 
warn ing system d oes he want me t o  put  forward? 
We have many companies come to our  department 
with p r o b l e m s  and w h en they c o m e  to us w i t h  
problems, or  i n  our  regular  cal ls  w e  d iscover any 
problems with business, we are only too ready to 
assist them i n  every way we can. 

M R .  SP EA K E R :  The H on o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Churchil l .  

MR. JAY C O WAN: T h a n k  y o u ,  M r .  Speaker.  M y  
q uestion is  t o  t h e  M i nister o f  Labour, a n d  whi le  we're 

on the s ubject of p lant  c losures and bus inesses 
g o i n g  out of business a n d  notwit h st a n d i n g  t h e  
h u m ourous remarks b y  t h e  M i nister w h o  h a d  j ust  
spoken, I woul d  ask the M i nister of Labour if h e  can 
i n dicate t o  the H ouse if h e  has been advised of any 
notices of mass termi nati o n  by e m p l oyers in the 
province t h at are currently affective, in other words, 
he has been advised of t h e  mass terminat ions under 
the p rovis ions of the legis lat ion but  they h ave not yet 
taken p lace. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o nourable M i nister of Labour. 

HON .  K E N  MaeMASTIER ( T ho mpson): I ' l l  try to be 
as correct as possib le ,  M r. Speaker, I d o n't believe 
t h at we h ave any notice of any major closures as the 
member has asked the question. N ow ,  h e  wandered 
a l i t t l e  b i t  in h i s  q uest i o n ,  m a y b e  he'd l i ke t o  
rephrase i t  somewhat. 

MR. C O WAN: Certain ly ,  M r. Speaker, I wi l l  assist 
t h e  M i n i s t e r .  W h at I h a d  a s k e d  t h e  M i n i s t e r  
specif ical ly if there h a s  been a n y  notice given under 
the provisions of the legislation t h at are currently 
affective,  wheth e r  t hey are f orec losures o r  m as s  
terminat ions. 

Whi le on my feet, I 'd like. to also ask the M i nister if 
h e  can i n dicate if there i s  any formal mechanism t h at 
h as been set u p  between h i s  department and the 
M i nister of Economic Developm en t's department so 
t h at t hose m i n i sters are both aware of these n ot ices 
of mass terminat ions in a formal way when t hey are 
provided t o  the M i nister of Labour. 

MR. MacMASTER: I n  answer to the f irst part of the 
q uestio n ,  i t 's  " n o" t o  the best of m y  k n owledge. That 
was f irst part of the second question. The second 
p a r t  o f  t h e  s ec o n d  q ue st i o n ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of 
Econ o m i c  Deve l o p m e n t  a n d  myself  c o nfer  on a 
regular  basis. 

MR. C O 'WA N :  Thank you, M r. Speaker. W e l l  1 ' 1 !  
assume, as the M i nister did not i n dicate t h at there i s  
a formal process, t h at there is no formal p rocess and 
I would ask the M i nister of Labour  o r  the M i nister 
responsib le  for Economic Development,  either one,  if 
t h ey can i n d icate i f  t h e i r  respective departments 
h ave u n dertaken a study of the effect of l ayoffs i n  
t h e  M a n i t o b a  e c o n o my a n d  I a s k  t h e  q ue s t i o n  
because the information t h at we h ave availab le i s  
t h at nearly one-th ird o r  approximately one-th i rd o f  
t hose people who a r e  unemployed i n  the Province of 
M a n itoba today are unemployed because of j o b  loss 
and t h e re by i t  becomes a n  extremely s i g n if icant 
problem for the government I would ask h im what 
act i o n  t hey are t a k i n g  i n  respect to deve l o p i n g  
strategies and methods to p rotect the i nterests of 
workers a n d ,  as wel l ,  to p r otect t h e  i nterests of 
Manitoba as a whole i n  regard t o  this i ncreasing 
n u m ber of la id off unempl oyed workers. 

M R .  M acMASTER:  M r. S peaker,  l t h i n k  t h at the 
facts are  somewhat f ict it ious if the member  i s  ta lk ing  
about  one-t h i rd of t hose unemployed. I f  he wishes t o  
s u p p l y  m e  w i t h  t h a t  type of rese a r c h e d  factu a l  
evidence,  I woul d  b e  very s urpr ised i f  h e  c o u l d  
produce s u c h  a document,  M r. Speaker. 
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M R .  R USSEll D O E R N :  M r. S peaker. I ' d  l i k e  t o  
d i rect a quest ion t o  t h e  M i n ister of  G overnment  
Services and ask h i m  i f  h e  can i n d icate the cost  of 
the new sound system .  

M R .  SPE A K E R :  T h e  H on o u ra b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
G overnment Services. 

MR IENN S: Mr. Speaker, I ' d  be happy to provide 
t h at informat ion ,  although i t  might be more suitable 
to d iscuss that dur ing the course of my esti m ates. 

M lfl. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, in view of the very poor 
q u al ity of sound in the Chamber, and the fact t h at 
hecklers apparently h ave equal  volume to the person 
w h o  is o f f ic i a l l y  reco g n i z e d , a n d  t h e  fact t h a t  
earphones a n d  headsets are n o w  requ i red as never 
before, I wonder whether the M i nister w i l l  be ask i n g  
f o r  a refund of a n y  expend it u re over 2 cents. 

M R .  IEN N S: M r .  S pe a k e r ,  a s  w i t h  any n e w  
introduction ol equipment ,  t here usual ly i s  requ ired 
some time t o  get some of the bugs i roned out  of  it. I 
m u s t  say t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  c o m m e n ce m e n t  of t h i s  
sessio n ,  I d o n ' t  k n ow w h o  recommended t h at the 
session should  start o n  December 1 1  but  t h at early 
recommendat ion put  me into a b i t  of a position here 
with the sound equ ipment just barely being in. The 
staff did not have the time t o  d o  the normal test i n g  
w h i c h  they a r e  now d o i n g .  I u n derstand t h at s o m e  of 
the problems are t h at the speakers, m ost of them 
are u p  i n  the pub l ic  ga l leries, we' l l  probably h ave to 
br ing some of them d ow n  o n  the main f loor t o  he lp  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o u n d  but  I c a n  assure t h e  
h o n o u r a b l e  m e m b e r s  o pp o s i t e  t ha t  i t ' s  i n  
everybody's in terest t h at w e  get t h e  system worl<ing .  
When i t  i s  worki n g  t o  i ts  l u l l  capacity ! 'm sure t h at i t  
w i l l  be as g o o d  and better than the one that we had.  
We have, of course, the extra provision for earplugs 
for a l l  members now with the new sound system 
which we d i d n ' t  h ave before and also, of course, the 
p r o v i s i o n ,  s h o u l d  i t  b e  c a l l e d  u p o n  f o r  i ns t a n t  
t ranslation i n  d ifferent languages availab le t o  us with 
the controls t h at are now attached t o  each desk.  

MR.  DOERN: Mr. Speaker,  I would ask the M i n i ster 
to assure us ,  as he has, t h at the qual ity of sound w i l l  
be i m p roved and I a l s o  ask h i m  whether h e  wou l d  
attempt to e l i m i n ate the need f o r  earplugs other t h a n  
f o r  members who m ay be i n  a part icular s p o t  i n  the 
Chamber  o r  be hard of hearin g .  There should be no 
reason for a person wi th  normal  hear ing  t o  be us ing 
an earp lug or a set  of earphones. 

MIFI. E N N S: M r. Speaker, I accept and ackn owledge 
that the system is not working t o  its best. it 's been 
d rawn t o  my attent ion by you,  Sir ,  Mr. S peaker, and 
by other members from the very f irst d ay that we 
returned t o  this Cham ber. We wil l  be worki n g  o n  the 
system to br ing i t  u p  t o  the level of service that I 
th ink  we should expect and d eserve i n  th is  Chamber. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rock 
Lake. 

M R .  HEN R Y  J. IEIN A R SO N :  M r. S peaker ,  I was 
going t o  d i rect th is  q uest i o n  t o  t h e  M i n ister  o f  
Transportation b u t ,  i n  the absence of the M i nister, 
p e r h a p s  I c o u l d  d i rect  t h i s  to t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  

Agriculture .  M y  q uest ion relates to t h e  m ovement o f  
grain to t h e  Port o f  C h u rch i l l .  I n  v iew of t h e  fact t h at 
we were fort u n ate in having the M B  Arctic load out  
over a m i l l io n  of bushels  of grain t h i s  fal l  after the 
season c losed i n  the Port of Churc h i l l ,  I wonder i f  the 
M i nister of Agricul ture has had o r  wi l l  be having any 
comm u nicat ion with the Canadian W heat Board as t o  
whether t h at space c a n  be f i l led before the n e)(t crop 
season rol ls aroun d  i n  the Port of Churchi l l .  
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M R .  SPE A K E R :  T h e  H on o u r a b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Agriculture.  

HON .  JAM E S  lE. DOWNIEV ( A rt hur): M r .  Speaker, 
m y  concern has been over the past few years more 
of the lack of m ovement of grain to Churc h i l l  t h an 
that t h at is m oved because it seems t h at yearly o r  
annual ly  we h ave a d ifficu l ty w i t h  certain powers t h at 
h ave the authority t h at have n ' t  been able to fu l ly  
furn ish  t h at port  with adequate amounts  of grain t o  
f u i l y  ut i l ize the port.  We w i l l  further b e  d i scussing t h e  
u t i l izat ion of  the Port of  C h u rch i l l ,  t h at meet ings t h at 
we p lan to h ave i n  the near future, and t h at point  
t h at the Member for Rock Lake raises i s  a very val i d  
o n e .  I t h i n k  t h at there i s  the capa b i l ity wit h i n  t h e  
system t o  h ave t h at p o r t  fu l l  of  g r a i n  d u ri n g  t h e  
w i n ter  m o n t h s  s o  t h at w h e n  t h e  navigat i o n  d oes 
open up, t h at they can in fact start loadi n g  boats at 
the beg i n ning of  the season i n stead of waiti n g  u n t i l  
the l atter p a r t  of  i t .  

MR. E !NARSO N :  A second quest i o n ,  M r .  Speaker, 
which relates t o  the agreement between the CP a n d  
C N R  t h a t  i s  r e l at e d  t o  w h at i s  k n ow n  a s  "the 
C h u rc h i l l  h i nterland area " ,  the gra in  area that f inds 
i ts  way t o  the Port of  C h u rch i l l .  I wonder i f  t h e  
m i nister cou l d  i nform the H ouse whether o r  not t h at 
agreement between the two rai lroads is going to be 
maintained for the next crop year. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, at th is  t ime I ' m  unable 
t o  report  w h e t h e r  or  not  t h at i nt e r c h a n M R .  
E I N ARSON: A second q uest ion ,  M r .  Speaker, which 
relates t o  the agreement between the CP and C N R  
t h at i s  related t o  what i s  k nown as "the C h u rch i l l  
h interland area " ,  the g r a i n  area t h at f i n d s  i t s  way t o  
the Port of C h u rch i l l .  I w o n d e r  i f  the m i nister c o u l d  
i nform t h e  H ouse w h e t h e r  o r  not  that agreement 
between the two rai lroads i s  going t o  be maintained 
for the next crop year. 

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, at t h i s  t ime I ' m  unable 
t o  report whether o r  not t h at i nterchange agreement 
t h at was in fact p u t  in p l ace to accom m o d at e  
C h u rch i l l  t h i s  fal l  w i l l  be cont inued o n  with ,  h owever ,  
I d o  believe t h at the rai lways t h a t  a r e  servic ing t he 
Port of C h u rch i l l  are now f ind ing other products to 
m ove into that port and m ay take some of the load 
off  the b a c k s  o f  the f a r m e r s  a s  far  a s  t h e  
responsib i l ity of  f u l l  u t i l iz. ing of  that particular  port.  

M lR. SPE A K E R :  The H onourable  M e m ber for St.  
George. 

MR. BllUIE U R U SK I :  Thank you , Mr. S peaker.  I 
d irect th is  question to the M i nister of Agriculture .  
Yesterday the M i nister of Agricul ture i n  reply t o  my 
leader 's  q uestion about the forecast of net real ized 
farm i ncomes t h at he g ave for Manitoba in October 
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were somewhat d ifferent from t h ose t h at h ave been 
p u b l i s h e d . ls t h e  m i n i st e r  n ow p r e pa r e d  t o  
ackn owledge that t hose f igures t h at h e  presented i n  
two releases i n  October were i n accurate a n d  total ly 
false and m isleading t o  the bus iness community and 
farmers ot M anitoba? 

MR. D O WN EV: Well, M r .  Speaker, I responded to 
that q uesti o n  yesterday. B u t  as I sa id  yester d ay 
those f igures came from the Statistics Canada, t hose 
f i g u res were just merely passed on t h r o u g h  o u r  
department to t h e  p u bl ic  and, a s  I i n dicated, w e  are 
reassessing t h ose f igures t h at were given t o  u s  and 
w i l l  b e  m a k i n g  c o rrect i o n s  and p u t t i n g  out t h e  
i nf o r m a t i o n  t h at w e  h av e  f u r t h e r  c h e c k e d  a n d  
assessed.  

MR. URUSKI:  Yes, M r .  Speaker. Can the m i n i ster 
confirm t h at the f igu res t h at h e  gave out  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  of M a n itoba were h i s  o w n  f igures and n o t  t h e  
f igures of Stats Canada w i t h  respect t o  the real ized 
net income. And i f  t hey were n ot, could the m i nister 
i n dicate which p u b l ication did h e  q u ote from quot ing 
t hose 1 980 farm i ncome est i m ates which were out  by 
over 1 00 m i l l i on, Mr.  Speaker.  

MR. DOW NEY: Wel l, Mr.  Speaker, I ' m  sure that i t ' l l  
be again repetit ious.  The f igures t h at were used i n  
t h e  re leases were Stat ist ics Canada f ig ures .  T h e  
method of  ca lcu lat i n g  t h e  est i mate, a n d  t h ey are 
e st i mates, Mr.  Speaker, t he y  are e st i m ates, t h e  
method o f  calculat ing t hose est i m ates w a s  changed 
f r o m  t he year p r ev i o u s .  W h e n  i h av e  m o r e  
information o n  t h ose f igures I w i l l  release them t o  the 
H o u se a n d  t o  t h e  m e m b ers; t h ey are s o m ew h a t  
l ower but a g a i n  I w i l l  reiterate, they were Statistics 
Canada f igures. 

1!\/iR. UFmS K I :  M r .  S pe a k e r, c o u l d  the m i n i s t e r  
c o n f i r m  t h at t h e  l at e s t  f i g u re s  f r o m  S t a t i s t i c s  
Canada, · which were revised d ownward from their  
ear l ier  f igures, from 3 1 8· m i l l i o n  to 279 w h i c h  i s  
rou g h ly a 40 m i l l io n  drop, a n d  the f igures t h at the 
m i nister used were from 3 1 8  mi l l ion t o  4 1 0  m i l l i o n  
w h i c h  is  an increase of roughly 90 m i l l io n .  Where d i d  
he g e t  t hose f igures which were total ly m isleading 
and made the i m p ression t o  the p u b l i c  of Manitoba 
that agriculture, which i n  rural  Manitoba i s  in  serious 
trouble and t o  g ive the i m p ression that t here i s  no 
need to bring i n  any relief t o  the i ncome situation of 
Manitoba farmers by the very f igures that he has 
g iven and mis lead a l l  the people of M a n itoba? 

MR. D O W N EY :  W e l l, M r .  S pe a k e r, aga i n  I d i d  
i n d icate t o  the House that a s  w e  had t hose f igures 
avai lable there wil l  be an explanation ot why and 
where they came from and o n  the basis of which 
t h ey were c a l c u l a t e d. But l e t  me just f u r t h e r  
elaborate, M r .  Speaker, some o f  t h e  other t h i ng s  t h at 
h ave been said and th ings that have been done.  The 
assistance programs that h ave been put  i n  p l ace 
h ave been wel l  received by the farm com m u nity 
when i t  came to t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p ro g r a m s  a n d  
pasture programs, greenfeed programs. We've seen 
s o m e  e st i m at e d  5 0  m i l l i o n  to be p a i d  o u t  o f  
M a n i t o b a  C r o p  I nsurance which i s  somewhat less 
than w hich was i n i t i a l ly e st i m ated,  M r. S peaker .  
We've asked for  the federal government, who the 
M i n ister of the Canadian W heat Board is  one of the 

pals of the Member for St.  George, t o  increase the 
i n i t i a l  p r i ce o f  w h e at to a l l e v i a t e  some o f  t h e  
d ifficulties, t o  g ive farmers some of their  ow n  money.  
M r .  Speaker, we real ize the d ifficu l ties t h at are i n  
rural  M anitoba and we a re, M r .  S peaker, working 
towards a l leviat i n g  some of t h ose problems with  
programs and with measures t h at were taken. Thank 
you,  M r .  Speaker. 

M R .  S P E A K ER :  The H on o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Rossmere. 

11/iR. VIC S C HR OEDER :  T h a n k  you, Mr. Speaker.  
M y  q uestion i s  t o  the M i ni ster of M u n ic ipal  Affairs. Is 
i t  the  intent ion of the g overnment t o  i mplement the 
r ec o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  the M an i t o b a  A s s e s s m e n t  
Review Committee t h at a s i n g l e  assessing authority 
be e stabl ished? 

M R .  S P E A K ER :  The H on o u r a b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
M u n icipal  Affairs. 

M R .  G O U R LAY: Mr. S peaker, ! h ave just received 
t h e  s ec o n d  i nt e r i m  r e p o r t  f r o m  t h e  Assessm e n t  
Review Commission and a m  currently studying the 
recommendat ions that are pr inted therein and I wi l l  
be br ing ing recommendations.Jorward to government 
i n  due course. 

M R .  S C HR O EDER: T h a n k  you, M r .  S p e a k e r .  A 
further q uestion to the M i ni ster of M unicipal Affairs.  I 
note t h at on Page 7 of that report it is i n dicated t h at 
on ly  the W i n n i peg Cham ber of Commerce opposed 
t h i s  a m a l g am a t i o n  and t h e  c o m m ittee t herefore 
stated t h at a s ing le assessing author ity woul d  be 
accepta b l e  t o  t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  the ratepayers i n  
M a n itoba.  H as h e  made the committee aware o f  the 
fact  that W in n i peg d oes contain the m ajority of  the 
ratepayers i n  M anitoba? 

M R .  G O U R LA Y:  Well,  M r .  Speaker, as I i n d i cated I 
am currently looking at the recom mendations pr inted 
therein and wil l  be studying it 

M R .  S C HROEDER :  T h a n k  you, M r .  S pe a k e r .  A 
question to the M i nister of Economic Development 
Recently, I ' m  sure he's seen the ads i n  the papers by 
the Federal Business Development Bank i n dicat i n g  
t h at bankruptcies, business fai lures i n  Manitoba are 
up by 65 percent and I ' m  .iust wondering whether h is  
department  co-operated w i t h  FBDB i n  prepar ing  
t hose ads and whether h e  has any comments o n  
t h e m ?  

M R .  S P E AK ER :  T h e  H o n ou r a b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Economic Development.  

MR. JOHN STON: Well, M r .  S peaker, the percentage 
it w e n t  up in 1 977 was 1 1 5 p e r c e n t  a n d ,  M r. 
Speaker, it went fro m  53 to 1 1 4, and we' ve gone 
from 97, 90 t o  1 37, M r. Speaker, are the f igures. I f  
the h o n o u r a b l e  m e m bers wish t o  exam i n e  more 
c losely t h ose f igures they ' l l  f ind that M anitoba is  4.5 
percent of the populat ion of Canada and we're only 
2 . 2  as far as bankruptcies are concerned . We're 
better as far as our populat ion i s  concerned . When 
you take i t  i n  the 1 0,000 businesses in M anitoba 
versus per 1 0 , 000 businesses i n  other provinces we 
stand f i fth across Canada, we' re r ight i n  the midd le  
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across Canada regard ing bankru ptcies, M r .  Speaker. 
The honourable members want t o  take percentages, 
they h ad 1·14 percent i n c rease. M r .  S peaker, we 
examine the f igures very c losely, we k now where t hey 
stand, we d o n ' t  l i k e  th is  situation of bankruptices of 
any k ind, whether there up one percent we d o n ' t  l i ke  
i t  but we certain ly h ave more k n owledge of the facts 
than the honourable members h ave taken the trouble 
to look into .  

· 

M fl. S C HR O IE D IE R :  T h a n k  y o u ,  M r. S p e a k er, i t  
appears t h at I 've touched a sore nerve. I was n ' t  
ask ing for  1 97 7  stat ist ics.  ( Interjecti o n ) - N o, I 
d i d n ' t  say a sore head, I just said a sore nerve. W h at 
I d i d  ask was whether he had any comments with 
respect t o  that specific ad and whether, Mr.  S peai<er, 
i t  was the government of  Manitoba which had some 
input  into that ad, but  whi le he was p rovid i n g  u s  with 
f igures possib ly  the M i nister could provide u s  with 
the f i g u res f o r  the last f u l l  y e a r  o f  a n  N D P 

·adm i nistration, as compared to the l ast fu l l  year of a 
T o r y  a d m i n i s t r at i o n  a n d  t e l l  u s  t h e  n u m be r  o f  
business fai l u res. 

MR. JOHNSTON: In 1 97 7  the N D P  were in power 
unt i l  Oct o ber 24, Mr. Speaker, and in t h at time they 
went from 53 t o  1 1 4 which i s  well over 1 00 percent, 
if that 's  the f igure the honourable gentleman wants. 

li\IIIR. S PEAK ER :  T h e  H on o u ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
M i nnedosa. 

MR. DAVI D  BlAKE: My q uestion i s  d i rected t o  the 
Fi rst M i n i ster i n  the absence of the F inance M i ni ster, 
M r .  Speaker, in view of the h i g h  i n terest rates t h at 
prevai l at the p resent t i m e  and the serio u s  effect 
t hey are having o n  smal l  business, farmers and wage 
earners in the province. I wonder i f  h e  might  i nform 
the H ouse what act ions the government i s  tak ing to 
t ry and assist  in s o l v i n g  t h i s  p a rt i c u l a r l y  a c u t e  
problem. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n ourable F irst M i nister. 

MR. l YOI\l: Mr. Speaker, the Min ister of Finance, as 
members of the H ouse may k now, i s  attend i n g  a 
meet ing of a l l  of the M i n i sters of F inance of Canada, 
inc lud ing the federal government, today and I know 
what h is  i ntentions were, namely, t h at he would be 
p r o p o s i n g  and o t h e r s  w o u l d  b e  j o i n i n g  in  t h e  
proposal, t h at t h e  federal government adopt a new 
method of fixing the interest rate in Canad a, so as to 
he lp ,  i f  possi b le, the prec i p i t ive r ises which h ave 
been occurr ing recentl y, wh ich h ave been having 
precisely the effect that i s  described by the Member 
for M in nedosa. 

We real ize, as I ' m  sure a l l  members of the H ouse 
d o, that in terms of f inancing of small  businesses, of  
farms, f inancing of i nventory, of cash flow and so on,  
that the interest rate pol ic ies that are being fo l lowed 
at  t h e  p re s e n t  t i m e  are c a u s i n g  h a r d s h i p  t o  
i n d ividuals a s  well, and the on ly  responsib le way, ! 
suggest, S i r, in which acti o n  can be taken i n  t h i s  
respect i s  f o r  the federal g overnment, i n  concert w i t h  
the provinces, to w o r k  o n  a national  po licy w h i c h  wi l l  
a m e l i o ra t e  t h at p r o b l e m .  And h e  is  m a k i n g  
representations today, a long with h i s  col leagues i n  
that regard because i t  is  ackn owledged a s  being one 
of the ser ious problems at th is  t ime, notwithstanding 

t h e  fact  t h at we had a d rop dur ing the s u m mer 
they' re now going back u p, and notwithstand i n g  the 
fact t h at the l ag between the American rate and the 
Canadian rate has widened, I bel ieve, by one point .  
A n d  we w i l l, of course, await tomorrow t o  see what 
t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  f r o m  t h e  p eg g i n g  o f  t h e  r a t e  
tomorrow. 

B u t  t h a t  i s  a b r ief  r e p o r t . I ' m  s o r r y  t h at t h e  
honourable members o f  t h e  N D P  d o n ' t  f i n d  t h i s  of 
i nterest, but  I ' m  sure the people of M anitoba d o .  

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

M R .  S PEAKER: Order p lease. Order p l ease. The 
t i m e  for q ue st i o n  p e r i o d  h av i n g  e x p i r e d ,  w e ' l l  
p roceed with the Orders o f  the Day. The adjourned 
debate o n  the proposed motion of  the Honourable 
M e m b e r  f o r  M i n ne d o s a  and the a m e n d m e n t  
p r o po s e d  b y  t h e  H on o u ra b l e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  
Opposit ion .  

The H on o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  for  l n k s t e r, and I 
apologize to the Honourable Member for l nkster. I 
a m  n o t  cert a i n  of t h e  exact m i nutes l eft  i n  h i s  
speec h .  T h i s  i s  a n  esti m ate only.  

The H o n ourable Member for l nkster. 

M R .  G R EEN: My f r i e n d ,  t h e  Mem be r  for S t .  
Boniface says m y  t ime h a s  expired, M r .  Speaker, and 
h e  i n dicated t h at t here was going t o  be a kerfuffle 
about t h at today. I t h i n k  t h at we h ave probably h ave 
h ad all the kerluffles t h at we can stand for a period 
of  2 4  hours. 

Mr. Speaker, I was i n  the m i d d l e  of my speech 
yesterday and I told some of my Tory friend s  dur ing 
the afternoon t h at I thought  t h at I was making some 
m iles against the Conservatives. I thought  t h at I was 
getti n g  t o  some of the more serious points.  And 
then, M r .·S peaker, I was i n terrupted and I thought t o  
myself, M r .  Speaker, would t hey g o  t h at far, I mean, 
Mr. Speaker, I ' ve heard of d i rty tricks but  i s n ' t  th is  
c a r r y i n g  i t  too e x t r e m e s, M r .  S pe a k e r ?  W h at 
happened yesterday, surely the Conservative fr iends 
are c o m p l i m e n t i n g  me too m uc h  a s  to m y  
effectiveness when they would g o  t o  t h at extreme, 
M r .  Speaker, k n owing t h at I was probably not  going 
t o  be here today, t o  try t o  interrupt  m y  remarks. 
Well,  Mr. S peaker, I too, h ave gone t o  extremes, I ' m  
back a n d  I ' l l  try t o  p ick u p  approx i m ately where I l eft 
off. 

I was saying, Mr. Speaker, t h at the one m ajor 
announcement which was definite i s  somet h i n g  t h at 
came about as a result  of the po licies of the p revious 
a d m i nistrat ion .  A second one which seemed t o  be 
u n def in ite, but  which was m o re def in i te t h a n  the 
others, t h at is  the potash, was there long before the 
p revious a d m i nistrat ion .  I h ave t o  g ive credi t  t o  the 
R o b l i n  administration but  credit, M r .  Speaker, for  
maintain i n g  a pub l ic  potash resource, part  of which 
has been removed to the people of  the province, and 
I,  being one of the shareholders wm be one of the 
people who s u ffer  e q u i v a l e n t ly, from u s  b y  t h e  
C o n servative a d m i n istrat i o n .  A n d  t h e n  I said,  M r .  
Speaker, t h at t h e  p urpose of t h e  balance of t h e  
announcements, a l l  of which are p ie  i n  the sky, are 
t o  rescue a Conservative admin istration t h at feel s  
t h at i t  i s  f inished, t h at i t  is  n o t  at the m i d d l e  of  t h e  
end o r  the begi n n i n g  of the e n d  but  the e n d i n g  of  
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the end ,  and they h ave made t hose announcements, 
M r. Speaker, t o  t ry t o  restore t heir electoral posit ion 
i n  the Province of Manitoba. 

A n d  just  a s  the h o n o u r a b l e  m e m b e r  s h o u l d  
remember, that i n  1 966 two definite announcements, 
and very b ig  ones, the Nelson River Development 
and the CFI ,  came dur ing the elect ion campaign,  or 
virtual ly during the e lection c am paign ,  and resulted 
i n  a drop of votes to the Conservative p arty and a 
d rop of seats and the f in ish ing,  the virtual ly f in ish ing 
o f  Duff  R o b l i n  a s  P r e m i e r  o f  the P ro v i n c e  of  
M a n itoba.  You can rest assured t h at t hese p ie  i n  the 
sky announcements, M r .  Speaker, w i l l  h ave the same 
effect because, Mr .  S peaker, what the Conservative 
party has lost, and I ' m  even q uite surprised because 
I never su spected of my fr iend ,  the F irst M i nister, 
what i t  has lost i s  t h at i t  has lost i ts convict ion .  And 
the statement in the Throne Speech t h at is  most 
i mportant is the one t h at says, M r .  Speaker,  my 
M in i sters do not bel ieve t h at government can afford 
to s t a n d  b ac k ,  as  t h o u g h  w h a t  h a p p e n s  in t h e  
economy were not o f  i ts concer n .  With in  o u r  m i xed 
economy, government has a variety of  roles t o  p l ay 
i n  e ncourag i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  
developments which d o  n o t  take p l ace serve the 
i nterests wh ich  d o  take p l ace, serve the i n terests of  

· the people of the Province o f  Manitoba.  
N ow what has happened , Mr.  Speaker,  i s  that the 

Conservatives have n ow declared, they've t hrown up 
the whi te  f lag ,  and they say uncondit ional  surrender; 
and t hey wi l l ,  Mr.  Speaker, because they h ave to ,  go 
back t o  the worst form of economic development. I 
respected the Member for Lakeside, I respected the 
Member for M orris ,  the F irst M i nister who said t h at 
the business of the economy is for i n d iv idual  and 
corporate businessmen t o  i n vest their  capital ,  make 
money,  create jobs and everybody gains,  but  t h at 
government becoming i nvolved is a problem.  T h at 
was conservatism,  M r .  Speaker, it had a sound of  
convict ion .  I d o n ' t  h appen t o  bel ieve i n  i t ,  but  t hose 
people who bel ieve in i t  and carry i t  forward do h ave 
in my mind credi b i l ity,  af least i nsofar as p h i losophy 
is c o n ce r n e d . W h at h as h ap pe n e d  to t h i s  
g ov er n m e n t ,  i t  h as d e c l ared ,  M r .  S p e ak e r ,  
bankruptcy - that's a good word i n  view of t h e  fact 
t h at i t's on t h e  i nc r e a s e ,  j u s t  a d d s  to t he 
percentages - and has i n dicated t h at i t 's  go ing t o  
g o  t h ro u g h  the worst f o r m .  They've u se d  t h e se 
announcements, Mr.  Speaker,  to t i t i l l ate  the fancies 
of the people of the Province of Manitoba t h at th ings 
are not as bad as they see m .  And that 's  a k i n d  of  
ins id ious use of an announcement,  i t 's  a use that a 
p o l i t i c a l  p arty  e n g ag es i n  w h e n  i t  h a s  n o t h i n g  
su bstantial to offer b u t  i t 's  n o t  t h e  most ins id ious 
use, M r .  Speaker. The most ins id ious use is  yet  t o  
c o m e  and I predict that i t  w i l l  c o m e  w i t h  regard t o  
the Alcan announcement because there wi l l  be a n o  
a luminum company i n  operation i n  the Province of  
Manitoba,  nor  w i l l  there be a def in i te commitment t o  
an a luminum company i n  the Province of M anitoba 
pr ior to the next  election. Dur ing the next  elect ion 
there are going to be t i t illat ing  remarks about  the 
Conservatives br inging i n  an a luminum company and 
these wi l l  be coupled , M r .  Speaker, - and I say th is  
because+ know what has h i storical ly taken p l ace -
with the suggestion that if the government changes 
the a luminum company d oes not come i n .  There will 
be, M r .  Speaker, q u otes from the managers of the 

a l u m i n u m  c o m p an y  who w i l l  a lways say,  M r .  
Speaker, w e  are not  i nvolved i n  pol it ics,  w e  w i l l  not 
comment o n  a po l it ical  campaign but  i f  you' re asking 
u s  whether we l ook t o  the economic c l imate of a 
province or we look to whether or not there is t h e  
k i n d  of government u n d e r  w h i c h  we can f lour ish o r  
whi c h  w e  c a n n o t  flo u r i s h ,  c e rt a i n l y  we d o ,  M r. 
Speaker.  A l l  of t h i s  based o n  zero a n d  a l l  of i t  
i nt e nd ed,  M r .  S peaker ,  t o  effect t h e  d e m ocrat ic  
p rocess of the Province of M a n itoba as between a nd 
as of vital  i mportance - where wi l l  t h e  government 
of M anitoba be, Mr.  S peaker? Wil l  i t  b e  the decision­
making p rocess be i n  the hands of the people or w i l l  
i t  be i n  the hands of  t hose people who s a y  t h at i f  you 
h ave the k i n d  of  government t h at you t h i n k  you want 
you won't h ave Alcan, and t h at's what's going to 
come, Mr. S peaker ..  

And at t h at point, Mr. Speaker, I say t o  m y  friends 
o n  the right-hand s ide because that's the b ig  issue 
- what do you say? Because I k n ow from time to 
t ime, Mr. S peaker, t h at the remarks t h at come out, 
o h  yes, we are going t o  p rovide a good c l imate and 
d o n ' t  worry and we are going to be n ice people and 
you can come in. You can say that,  Mr. Speaker, or 
you can say what d rew me t o  the New Democratic 
Party, t h at i f  there i s  a viable,  economic operat ion  in 
the Province of Manitot-.�·..not going to be 
dependent on whether or not  Alcan comes i n  o r  
A l c a n  d oe s  n o t  c o m e  i n  - t h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h i s  
p rovin ce us ing their  resources, us ing their  expertise, 
using their in i t iat ive, are p repared t o  say t h at there 
wil l  be no d i m i n ut ion  of economic activity-;with in  th is 
province and i f  the  pub l ic  has t o  d o  i t ,  the pub l ic  Is 
capable t o  d o  i t  and the publ ic  wi l l  d o  it. and that 's  
the o n ly answer, M r .  Speaker.  

I f  there i s  any other a nswer forthcoming from the 
New Democrat i c  Party t h e n  t h e  New Democratic 
P arty  d oe s  not e x i s t .  As a s  a l t e r n at i ve in t h e  
province i t  can g et elected, i t  can become t h e  L iberal 
fork t o  the Conservative spoon, bu t  i f  i t  d oes not ,  
M r.  Speaker, - as M r. Trudeau was e lected - it 's  
n o t  g o i n g  t o  b e  d if f i c ult for  the  a l t e r n at i v e  i n  
g overnment t o  b e  e lectet:l'in'Manltob a  i n  the next 
e lectio n .  As I h ave said o n  n u mer ou s  occasio n s ,  
l o o k i n g  at the Conservatives, M r. Speaker, anybody 
c an beat them.  But when one looks at the New 
Democrat d oes o n e  say anybody wi l l  beat t h em , 
b e c a u s e  a n y b o d y  i s  n o t  e n ou g h .  T h at k i n d  o f  
g overnment,  that kind of electoral success is  never 
success for the New Democrat ic  Party or  for the 
people who have gone into . i t .  

M r .  Speaker,  just  as the New Democratic Party in  
the last  election had a lack of conviction i n  putting 
f o r w a r d  its p u b l i c p ro gra m s ,  Its p u b l i c  m i n i n g  
program, where w e  were 5 0  percent owners of every 
new development that  started i n  the Province of 
M a nitoba and where we had abandoned, and it took 
u s  some years t o  do i t ,  the pol icy of going into 
businesses when they fai l ,  which was not our pol icy,  
it was a Conservative pol icy,  i t  was a Liberal pol icy, 
and we kept it up just for the very reason t h at I say 
t h at we were not convicte d ,  d i d  not h ave convict ion .  
But  i n  the l ast t hree years, M r .  Speaker, we said that  
we would g o  into viable business, we woul d  not p ick  
u p  o n ly the bad paper ,  and in. t hose four years of the 
M DC ,  M r .  Speaker, t he last four years, we started t o  
m a k e  m oney and of a l l  the businesses that we h ad 
d ifficulty with ,  on ly  one that was started after 1 973 
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had any problem. That was Evergreen Peat M oss i n  
w h i c h  w e  w e r e  5 0 - 5 0  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  a p r i v a t e  
e n t e r p r i se c o m p a n y, a n d  t h at h a p p e n s .  A s  t h e  
M i n ister o f  Eco n o m i c  Development  n o w  k nows, i t  
happens. 

B u t, Mr.  S p e aker, the C o nservative P arty has 
declared its bankruptcy and now we are wait ing to 
see what k ind  ol alternative wi l l  be i n  the Province of 
M a n i t o b a, and I repeat, Mr. S peaker, i f  the New 
Democrat ic Party i s  not for pub l ic  ownersh ip  as a 
veh icle for the p urpose of maintain i n g  the economic 
development of the Province of M a n itoba and not 
relying o n  the int imid at ion that you ' re going t o  get 
from Alcan, you mark my words you ' l l  get it, then i t  
stands f o r  n o t h i n g  a n d  t h e re m ay as wel l b e  a 
L i b e r a l  P arty  o n  t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  H ou s e  o r  a 
Conservative Party or a Social  C redi t  Party. 

I ' m  hoping, Mr. S peaker, hoping against hope t h at 
is not the case, but  I t h i n k, M r .  S peaker, I h ave 
perceived some pecul iar  psychology with in  the New 
Democratic Party. I remember, Mr. Speaker, i n  the 
Steinkopf incident where a man,  a member of !h is 
H ouse was d isqual ified by law from sitt ing i f  h e  did 
certa in  th ings,  t here were al legat ions made against 
h i m .  At t h at t ime, M r .  S peaker, the New Democratic 
Party as a g r o u p  were say i n g ,  oh. we can ' t  say 
anyth ing  bad about Mr. Steinkopf,  we won't even run 
against him in the next e lection and d i d n ' t  f ield a 
candidate, M r .  Speaker. but  yesterday as a b l ock t o  
a man.  I s  that somet h i n g  upon w h i c h  you f o r m  a 
p arty p o s i t i o n ?  W h e n  you start  f o r m i n g  a party 
posit ion as t o  whether a person should be k icked out 
of the H o u se, when you start  forming a party posit ion 
as to whether you wi l l  permit a doctor t o  remove my 
b l ood without my consent and send i t  t o  the po lice 
and t h at becomes a party po licy posit ion ,  which you 
expect every member t o  get u p  and vote for,  you ' re 
not reflecting  a so l idarity of strength .  A strong party 
could let people vote any way o n  t hose issues. The 
very fact that they h ave b l ocked o n  that k i n d  of 
issue, Mr. Speaker, i n d icates a problem for the New 
Democratic Party. 

M r .  S p e a ker,  t h e  C o n se r v a t i ve P a rt y  in t h e  
P r o v i n c e  o f  M an i t o b a  o n  o n e  i s s u e  i s  n o t  t h e  
g reatest p r o b l e m  t h at we h ave i n  o u r  province.  
Because, M r. Speaker, o n  t h i s  one issue and i n  their  
last  year they can d o  a g reat service. We can a lways 
get rid of the Conservative Party. We can beat M r .  
Lyon and w i l l  beat h i m, but  we cannot beat t hose 
people who now say t h at t hey h ave a right t o  pass a 
law with 1 45 seats which wil l  govern us and which 
nobody can overrule i n  the future. Therefore, Mr.  
S peaker, I say that the Conservative Party can p l ay a 
service to th is  province i n  i ts l ast 1 2  months of office 
because. Mr. Speaker, the Conservative Party can 
help the people of Manitoba tal<e a posit ion against 
a p roposal, M r .  Speaker, which wi l l  take out of th is  
House. by the way, the r ight  poss ib ly  t o  expel one of 
i ts members, which was exercised yesterday - and 
although I d i sagree I say t h at the H ouse has that 
r ight - the r ight to deal with censorsh ip ;  the r ight  t o  
d e a l  w i t h  abort ion ;  t a k e  out of  the Parl iament of 
Canada the r ight t o  deal with abortion; the r ight  to 
deal with quest ions of h ate l i terat u re;  the r ight  t o  
deal , Mr.  Speaker, w i t h  the q uest ion of expropriat ion 
of p roperty and the operat i o n  of  bus iness;  a l l  of  
t hose th ings can potent ia l ly  be taken away from u s  
by what the government of C a n a d a  i s  now doing and 

I say,  M r .  S peaker, t h at the Conservative party can 
p l ay a service. 

And I put it  t o  the First M i nister, and I ' m  sorry he's  
not i n  the House, that at the moment h e  d oes n ot 
a p pear  t o  h ave a c o n t i n ge n c y  p l a n  as t o  w h a t  
happens i f  h is  court action fai l s  and I bel ieve, M r .  
Speaker, that noth ing i s  g o i n g  t o  be resolved i n  t h e  
c o u r t  a ct i o n .  T h e  q ue st i o n s  w i l l  e i t h e r  n o t  b e  
answered i n  a way a s  t o  be meaningful ,  o r  - i f  t hey are 
a nswered, t h ey w i l l  h ave no effect on what t h e  
government of Canada d oes, and certain ly perhaps 
w i l l  h ave no effect on w h a t  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  o f  
West m inster d oes. 

But  we d o, Mr. Speaker, we d o  h ave a cont ingency 
p lan and I am putt ing it forward to t h i s  F i rst M in i ster, 
who d oesn ' t  happen to be here and I ask h im to 
c o n s i d e r  i t .  T h e re is  a c o n t i n g en cy p l a n .  M r . 
S peaker, a l l  of the years we've ta lked about having 
t o  t hrow off - what do you cal l  i t  when you are 
hanging o n  t o  the mother's apron strings of G reat 
Britain ,  and t h i s  is the l ast apron strin g ,  patriat ion -
and G reat Britain has behaved , M r .  Speaker, i n  the 
l ast 30-40 years i n  any event ,  i n  such a way as t o  not 
do anyt h i n g  t o  i n terfere with i nt e r n a l  p o l i t i c s  i n  
C a n a d a  a n d  t herefore t hey a re s o m e h ow o f  t h e  
o p i nion t h at they h ave t o  d o  whatever Canada asks 
them t o  d o .  

N ow,  M r .  Speaker. w h e n  the court action f a i l s  -
and I say it w i l l  fai l,  and even if it d oesn ' t  fai l ,  i t  
shou ld  be a contingency p lan - the Province of  
M a n it o b a  s h o u l d  g o  t o  G reat  B r i t a i n ,  o n  G reat 
Br i tai n ' s  own terms, t h at we should  convince G reat 
Br itain t h at we are asl< ing  them not  t o  i n te rfere with 
the i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c s  o f  C a n a d a .  T h at i nsofar  a s  
p a t r i a t i o n  i s  c o n ce r n e d  w e  h av e  a b s o l u te l y  n o  
o bject i o n  t o  i t ,  t h at t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  
patriated, b u t  t hen, M r .  Speaker, the other changes 
t h at are being requested should be obtained under 
the same ru les as M r .  Trudeau says w i l l  apply t o  
w h a t  y o u  h ave t o  d o  afterwards. I f  you ' re going t o  
h ave t o  g e t  a majority of  the provinces, having a 
m ajority of the people i n  t h i s  country ,  to change the 
Bi l l  of R ights,  at very worst ,  M r .  S peaker, we could 
ask that 50 percent of the p rovin ces,  p l u s  50 percent 
ol the people should be in favou r  of  enact i n g  the B i l l  
of Rights.  W h a t  c o u l d  be m o re f a i r ,  M r .  Speaker? 

Mr. S peaker, you know I h ave started off and there 
should be - and this i s  going t o  b e  a tough one, 
M r .  S p e a k e r  - t h e re s h o u l d  be an a l l -p a r t y  
committee because t h e  q uestion of  a Const itut ional  
Bi l l  of Rights i s  not a party issue. Those people who 
a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o  ta lk  a g a i n st the o p p o n e n t s  of  
entrenchment as reactionaries, are going t o  put  into 
the reactionary c lass, many many New Democrats. 

M r. Speaker, I !<now t h at virtual ly half the people 
o n  this side h ave been against a n  entrenched Bii i  of  
Rights and to suggest t h at they are reactionary is  
s i l ly, and t o  block them and t o  say t h at we h ave t o  
maintain u nity o n  th is  q uest ion i s  s i l ly .  There are 
people o n  t h at side,  Conservatives, who bel i eve i n  an 
entrenched Bil l  of Rights and t herefore, i f  I take the 
Member for St .  Johns at h i s  word t h at we should 
d i alogue and consideration and d iscussio n ,  I expect 
t h at everybody i s  going to be ab le  to vote without a 
party b l ock on t h i s  issue. I expect t h at some New 
Democrat who I k now i s  against a n  entrencl]ed BH� of  
R i g his, w i l l  second the motion t h at I h ave o n  the 
Order Paper and we w i l l  h ave a l u l l  d iscussion o n  i t ,  
M r .  Speaker. 
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But I ' m  going to suggest somet h i n g  even better.  
I 'm going to suggest,  M r .  Speaker,  the P ar l iamentary 
Committee won' t  hear them, but i f  Mr. Lyo n ,  p lus  
m e m bers o f  each party w h o  h a p pe n  t o  b e  and 
ag a i n st - and I i n c l u d e  in  t h at I n d e p e n d e n t s  
because I want to g o  -· should g o  to G reat Br itain ,  
absolutely, ta lk  to the parli amentarians because they 
won't let you appear before committee, but each 
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c a u c u s  in B r i t a i n  h as i t s  o w n  
committee and t hey wi l l  hear y o u  and a l l  y o u  have t o  
d o  is  convince them,  M r .  Speaker, t h at their  own 
pol icy of non-interference i n  the internal affairs of 
Canada is what is  being requeste d .  

We a r e  asking them not t o  d o  t h i s  because we 
k r ow t h a t  t h ey d o n ' t  w i s h  t o  i n terfere a n d  I ' m  
s u g g e st i n g ,  M

.
r .  S pe a k e r ,  t o  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  

admin istration that they p lan ,  i m mediately, s u c h  a 
view because I bel ieve, Mr .  Speaker, the situation i s  
t u r n i n g  aroun d .  it's i nterest ing y o u  know, some o f  
the people who s a y  that they a r e  f o r  an entrenched 
Bi l l  of Rights, t hey say, we are for a n  entrenched B i l l  
of R ig hts because i t  p revents t h e  tyranny of t h e  
majority a n d  i f  y o u  wi l l  l o o k  at the po l ls  you w i l l  see 
that the majority are in our favour .  They want the 
government t o  enact the B i l l  of R ights  because they 
say that the m ajority is for i t .  M r .  Speaker, t h at ' s  
interest ing ,  t h e  m ajority i s  turning aroun d .  A n d  d o  
you know why i t  is  turning aroun d ,  M r .  Speaker? 
Because people are start ing  t o  u n d erstand what is  
be ing said .  

Y o u  g o  to a person w h o  bel ieves i n  t h e  free r ight  
of a woman to termin ate her pregnancy and you say, 
d o  you. bel ieve in an entrenched B i l l  ol Rights? She 
says,  yes.  And y o u  say,  w h at s h o u l d  b e  in  an 
entrenched B i l l  of Rights? I believe t h at t here should 
be i n  an entrenched B i l l  of Rights,  the  r ight  for a 
woman to termin ate her pregnancy at any t ime.  She 
is added u p  as a statistic of somebody who believes 
in an entrenched B i l l  of Rights.  Then you go to a 
r ight to l ife person and you say, do you bel ieve i n  a n  
entrenched B i l l  of R i g h t s ?  They say ,  y e s ,  I bel ieved i n  
an entrenched B i l l  o f  R ights. What should be i n  the 
entrenched B i l l  of R ights?  I bel ieve t h at i t  should be 
i n  the entrenched Bi l l  of Rights t h at the r ight t o  l ife 
of an u n born ch i ld  is  protected from the moment of 
concept ion.  Two stat ist ics i n  favour of an entrenched 
B i l l  of  Rights. Both of  them d o n ' t  be l ieve in a n  
entrenched B i l l  of Rights.  Everybody who appears 
before that committee, Mr. Speaker, and i f  you start 
watching i t  you wil l  see it. They all believe t h at their  
r ights should be entrenched . 

M r .  Speaker, I have a revelat ion.  I now bel ieve i n  
an entrenched B i l l  of Rights.  I 've been converted. O f  
course y o u  h ave t o  p u t  i n t o  i t  what I say and n u m ber 
one of this entrenched Bil l  of R ights, and I want to 
ask any of you i f  this is u n reasonable,  whether what I 
am saying - ( I n terjection)- n o ,  it won' t  even go t h at 
far. lt won't  go for anyth ing  that I am solely for but  
for  w h a t  everyb o d y  i s  f o r .  N u m be r  one o f  t h e  
entrenched B i l l  of Rights: t h at n o  par l iament should 
be a b l e  t o  pass a l aw that  cannot be m od if ied , 
c h a n g e d  o r  r e p e a l e d  by a n o t h e r  p a r l i a m e n t .  
Shou l d n ' t  that be entrenched i n  a B i l l  of Hights? 

Seco n d ly,  that n o  parl iament shal l  delegate t o  a 
non-elected person the power to enact social - for 
a l l  t ime - t o  enact social and economic pol icy for 
the people of this Canada, which cannot be undone 
by that same par l iament .  Do you agree with that? 
That  should be i n the entrenched Bi l l .  

Th i rdly,  M r.  Speaker, C lauses 1 and 2 shal l  be 
interpreted by par l iament .  N ow I 'm i n  favou r  of a n  
entrenched B i l l  of R i g h t s .  And w h a t  h ave I s ai d ,  M r .  
S peaker, what h ave I said t h at i f  I d i d  n o t  g o  t o  a 
citizen i n  the street and say to h i m ,  do you believe 
that th is  par l iament should be able to p ass l aws 
which cannot be changed by another parl iament? 
He'd say, of course not  a n d  t hey would say, of 
c o u rse n o t ,  M r .  S pe a k e r .  B u t  w e  h av e  1 45 
parl iamentarians, not  one sitt ing west of the City of 
W i n n i peg,  who presume t o  say for a l l  t ime t h at the 
laws t h at t hey are passing h ave such g reat wisdom, 
as t o  preclude them being changed by any other 
people. 

N ow,  Mr. S peaker, there h ave been entrenched 
B i l l s  of Rights and t here are in other countries and i n  
most un i tary states, t hey are very easy t o  change. 
The amendments are easy to come by, which i s  not 
the case i n  Canada, but  they h ave not been e nacted 
in t h at way. In the U n ited States, for i n stance, the 
entrenched the B i l l  of Rights came as a result ol 
amendments t o  the Constitut ion and they needed the 
req u i re m e n t s  which are now i mp o se d  o n  f u t u r e  
changes. I s  t h at what ' s  go ing t o  happen t o  t hese 
changes? No, M r .  Speaker. S o  I say t h at Ster l ing  
Lyon - excuse me,  M r .  Speaker, I say t h at the 
Prem i e r  o f  the Prov i n ce · of<Mani to b a  d oes n o t  
happen t o  be a t  the moment the worst t hreat t o  
either social a n d  economic change i n  t h i s  province, 
he's not the worst t hreat t o  social and economic 
changes.  The worst  t hreat t o  socia l  a n d  economic 
change i s  the proposed entrenched Bil l  of Rights. 
The Premier of this province i s  not the worst t hreat 
t o  democracy in th is  province and to the pol i tical 
process in this province. We can beat the Premier 
and, by the way, he accepts that.  I respect t h at the 
Premier of th is province t h i n k s  that  h e  i s  1 ,000 
percent r ight ,  but he also says t h at i f  you guys beat 
m e ,  you are e n t i t led  to do w h a t  t h e  p u b l ic h as 
elected you to d o .  Mr .  Trudeau says, I am 1 0 ,000 
percent right and i f  you beat me,  I sti l l  prevail .  Now, I 
certain ly respect Lyon or the Premier of th is  province 
in t h at respect ,  m o r e  ·than I respect the P r i m e  
M i nister of t h i s  country and t herefore, M r .  Speaker, 
and g iven the fact t h at he's only got a year t o  g o  or 
thereabou!s, I say that o n  his strongest point, which I 
say t h i s  issue at the present t ime is h i s  strongest 
p o i n t  - ( i n terjecti o n ) - at the p resent t i m e  is h i s  
strongest p o i n t  t h a t  he eo-opt, and I i m mediately p u t  
i n  m y  a p p l icat i o n ,  a c o m mittee of  t h i s  H o u se o f  
people - after a l l ,  we k now t h at the p r o  entrenchers 
h ave got the government of  Canada and the Senate 
who are going t o  pass a resolut ion,  so there's no 
d ifficulty in them making their wil ls known, but  t here 
i s  a d ifficu l ty for others of u s .  

M r .  Speaker, it ' s  i nterest i n g ,  I wanted t o  appear 
before the Parl iamentary Committee i n  Ottawa. i t 's  
not l i ke here where anybody can appear. They p ick  
on groups ,  M r .  S peaker. I f  I had formed myself as  
the C a n a d i a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  D isaffected N e w  
Democrats, I c o u l d  m aybe h ave g o t  o n  t h e i r  l ist. 
( I n terjection)- Oh,  yes,  there are more than one. I 
could maybe yet -- I mean there is Frank Syms, 
there were other people, but  i f  I could have formed 
- then they said - o r  i f  I could h ave said the 
Canadian Associat ion of People of - ( l n terjection)­
mental ly  retarded , my fr iend says. I could even got 
on, o n  t h at basis. But  I appl ied t o  appear and this is  
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what they said ,  Mr.  Speaker, they n ow say, and i t ' s  
never been an e lect ion issue, after a l l ,  M r. Trudeau 
never went to the p1,1bl ic  and said he's going to 
entrench a B i l l  of Rights i n  the Constitut ion.  W h at 
h ad happened , M r .  S peaker, is t hey said that five 
i n d iv iduals cou l d  come; two t o  be chosen by the 
L i beral Party . . . 

M R .  S P E A K E R :  O r d e r  p le a s e .  T h e  h o n o u r a b l e  
member h a s  five m i n utes. 

MR. GREEN:  Mr. Speaker, two t o  be chosen by the 
L i beral Party, two t o  be chosen by the Conservative 
Party and one to be chosen by the New Democratic 
Party. Can you tel l  me,  M r. S peaker, where I f it  i n ?  
There ' s  absolutely n o  way. 

MRS. WESTBURY: You d o n ' t  even want to fit i n ,  
s i r .  

M R .  GREEN:  M r. S peaker,  I te l l  the  M e mber tor  
Fort  Rouge t h at my participation tor 18 years i n  a 
pol i t ical party and the manner i n  which I d i d  i t ,  if you 
want t o  obtain i nformat ion  as t o  whether I f it  in and 
whether I worked i n ,  you can o b t a i n  i t  from t h e  
people i n  th is  H ouse. They w i l l  d isabuse y o u  of  what 
you are sayin g ,  d isabuse you of what you are sayin g .  

S o ,  M r. Speaker, I ' m  sayin g  t h a t  I wanted t o  g o ,  I 
st i l l  want to g o ,  I st i l l  t h i n k  t h at G reat Britain ,  we can 
be saved by G reat Br ita in by them doing exactl y  
what t h ey h ave a lways d o n e ,  d o  not i nterfere i n  
Canadian pol i t ics. We d o n ' t  w a n t  a colonial  power 
and, Mr. Speaker, I h ave not  regarded myself as 
l iv ing i n  a colonial  country over the l ast 52 years, 
that 's  all my l ife. I 've never real l y  noticed t h at there 
is any problem. When everybody is runn ing around 
saying t h at what we k n ow i s  some people want one 
th ing a n d  s o m e  people  want  a n o t h e r  t h i n g ,  but  
n obody i s  for t h e  statu s  quo,  Mr .  S peaker,  t h ey 
forgot me.  I am for the status q u o  u n t i l  you show me 
that  what  you are do ing i s  better than the stat u s  
q u o .  When y o u  s h o w  m e  t h a t  what y o u  a r e  d o i n g  w i l l  
more serve the interests of  the people of  t h i s  country 
- M r .  S peaker,  I put  t h at proposal  to t h e  F i rst 
M i nister, I hope that some of my col leagues wil l  see 
to i t  that he gets i t  because I certain ly am serious i n  
putt ing i t  forward . 

M r. S peaker, the one other t h i n g  that amused m e  
- I 've just · g o t  a few m i nutes so I ' l l  t r y  and d e a l  with 
i t  qu ick ly - t h at two years ago t hey suggested t h at 
the economy was a sham b les,  t h at it was i mposs ib le  
to govern .  And i n  the f irst year they g ave u p  73 
mi l l ion i n  tax re l ief .  They said t hey did ;  i t  was not  
q u ite the truth but  t hey said they d id ,  coming into a 
province where it was a s h a m bles,  where it was 
b a n k r u p t .  I m me d i a t e l y  t he y  r e d u ce d  t a x e s ,  73 
m i l l i o n ,  t h at ' s  what they said and now they say, M r .  
S peaker, t h at H yd ro i s  i n  good shape. Two years 
ago, they had a commissioner say that 600 to 800 to 
1 b i l l ion  - use any f igu re you want to - assault  
was made o n  our  Hydro program. Then they froze 
rates. This company, which i s  in terrib le  shape, they 
froze rates for five years and now it 's in good shape. 

M r .  Speaker, it br ings to m i n d  the story of a fel low 
who was at a f ield d ay,  a t rack and f ield day. H e  was 
ta lk ing t o  his friend and h e  said t h at yesterday h i s  
s o n  was i n  a t e r r i b l e  a cc i d e n t ,  b o t h  l e g s  w e r e  
b r o k e n , h i s  h i p s  were d i s p l aced , h i s  r i b s  w e r e  
c r u s h e d , h i s  l u n g  was p u n c t u re d , h i s  face was 

completely lacerated , h i s  spine was broken and a l l  of  
these th ings h appened t o  h i m  yestesrday. The fel l ow 
s ai d ,  w h at ' s  h e  d o i n g  t o d ay ?  H e  j u s t  w o n  t h e  
decath lon .  H e  just w o n  t h e  decath lon  i n  t h i s  meet. 
Now that's what ' s  happened , M r. Speaker, t o  the 
Hydro.  There has been a m i racu lous  recovery, a 
m i raculous recovery, overnight ,  M r. Speaker. Hydro,  
after freezing rates for f ive years and after h avin g  
been put  i n t o  terrib le  shape, i t  i s  now i n  g o o d  shape. 
W h at was d o n e ,  M r .  S peaker? W hat was d one? 
A bsolutely noth ing which i n dicates t h at the fel l ow d i d  
not  b reak b o t h  h i s  legs,  t h at he d i d  n o t  h u rt h i s  
s p i n e ,  t h at h e  d i d  not p u n ct u re h i s  k i dney, t h at h e  
w a s  i n  s o l i d  health and h e  won the decat h l o n ,  M r .  
S peaker,  because h e  h ad been w e l l  t ra ined , wel l 
looked after,  wel l  condit ioned and i n  good heal t h .  
That ' s  w h a t  the economy of the province w a s  before 
i t  was taken over by t h i s  b unch. 

M R .  SPEAKER: The Honourable  Member for R iver 
Heights.  

MR. GARY F I LMON:  Thank you,  M r. S peaker. M ay I 
beg i n  by offe r i n g  t o  y o u  c o n g r at u l at i o n s  o n  t h e  
res u m pt ion  of  y o u r  h i g h  office i n  t h i s  Chamber. I am 
confident t h at you wi l l  cont inue t o  preside over t h e  
w o r k i n g s  o f  t h e  C h a m b e r  w i t h  y o u r  c u s t o m a ry 
fairness and i mpart ia l i ty and good h u m o u r. You h ave 
o bv ious ly  been p u t  to t h e  test ear ly  on in t h i s  
Session a n d  h ave come t h rough again  i n  good form. 
M ay I also extend t o  the Premier and members of h is 
Executive Counci l  congrat u l at ions o n  p rovi d i n g  again  
t h i s  year  their  brand of  leaders h i p ,  which i ncludes a 
commitment to a government that 's  wi l l ing  to work 
d i l i g e n t l y  to acco m p l i s h  w o r t h w h il e  goals t o r  t h e  
p r o v i n c e ,  t o  restore o r d e r ,  c o n f i d e n c e ,  a n d  t h e  
pr inc iples of sound m anagement t o  o u r  p rovincia l  
economy. 

M ay I a lso say t o  m e m bers opposite,  a n d  a l l  
m e mbers i n  the House,  a n d  i ndeed i n  t h e  gal lery,  
g uests and visitors i n  the gal lery, m y  good wishes in 
the f o r t h co m i n g  h o l i d ay season ,  t o r  t h os e  w h o  
c e l e brate t h e  C h r i s t m as fest i va l ,  a n d  a l s o  t o  a l l  
M anitobans,  m y  very best wishes tor 1 98 1 ,  m ay i t  b e  
a year of  health a n d  happiness a n d  m ay they h ave 
the time t o  enjoy all  the t h ings t h at they t reasure i n  
l i fe here i n  M anitoba.  

Th is  i s  an i n te rest i n g  opportunity for me.  Last  year 
I had the privi lege of moving the Throne S peec h ,  and 
of  course i n  t h at privi lege come certa in  formal ities 
and tradit ions t h at h ave t o  be acknowledged and 
t hose formal i t ies and t r ad i t i o n s  perhaps l i m i t  the 
range a n d  scope of  o n e ' s  d ebate o n  the Throne 
S peec h ,  and so I look upon t h i s  m o re as a f irst 
o p p o r t u n ity to a d d ress a T h r o n e  S peec h ,  in t h e  
normal  debat i n g  form , and I ' m  look ing forward t o  i t ,  
because dur ing the past months s ince w e  l ast met,  
there h ave been some very i n teresti n g  and excit ing 
events i n  Manitoba and I intend t o  cover a l l  of  them,  
o r  as m a n y  a s  I can in  a d d re ss i n g  t h e  Throne 
S peec h ,  because I t h i n k  they are a l l  i ntertwined.  B u t  I 
do h ave to ackn owledge t h at I feel somewhat l i k e  
R o dney Dangerfield i n  stan d i n g  u p  h e r e ,  because 
yesterday I was schedu led t o  speak and of  course 
the i n tervening events d i d n ' t  a l low it, but of course 
g reater t h ings took p l ace and m o re i mportant events, 
so here I a m  today.  

Some o f  t h e  interesti n g  events ,  of  course, that 
h ave t a k e n  p l ace in recen t  t i m e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  
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response of the H on ourable Leader of the Opposit ion 
to the Throne S peec h .  l t  has f inal ly conveyed t o  me 
t h e  m ea n i n g  of  the a c r o n y m  N D P ,  No D ef i n i t e  
Pol icies, because, M r .  Speaker, the Leader  gave u s  
n o  definite pol icies i n  h i s  response t o  the Throne 
S peech.  In fact, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  even u nderstood the 
pol icies that were p resented in the T hrone S peec h .  
H e  certain ly d i d n ' t  acknowledge an u nderstan d i n g  i f  
he had one. H e  set  about  t o  crit icize the Throne 
S peech for what i t  did say o r  d i d n ' t  say, o n  a variety 
of i ssues and he entirely m i ssed the point .  But I ' m  
n o t  surpr ised a t  t h at because mem bers opposite 
h ave demonstrated i n  their  N o  Defin i te Pol icy stance 
o n  so many issues, t h at there's no agreement on 
anyth ing .  There's n o  u n derstanding against them, let 
alone of anyth ing  else t h at transpires in t h i s  H ouse. 
You coul d  tel l  r ight from the m inute he stood up the 
day t h a t  h e  a d d ressed t h e  Throne Speech ,  he  
announced t o  u s  t h at the members of the opposit ion 
were foregoing their  opportunity t o  h ave a question 
period .  R ight  after that ,  of course, we fou n d  out t h at 
t hey hadn't  agreed on t h at ,  a n d  t here were mem bers 
opposite who d.i d  not g o  along with t h at statement.  

Later on i n  the d ay,  there was a n  u n derstan d i n g  
that because the Leader w a s  g i v i n g  h is  response t o  
t h e  T h rone S peec h ,  t h at t h e  m e m b ers o p p os i t e  
woul d  not part ic ipate i n  t h e  d e b ate t h at d ay .  O f  
course, the Member for St .  Johns showed u s  t h at 
there wasn ' t  an u nderstand i n g  on t h at side. A n d  so,  
again  there doesn' t  seem t o  be any rea l  agreement 
a m o n g s t  t h e m ,  s o  i t ' s  not u n u su a l  t h a t  t h e re 
shoul d n ' t  be a n y  pol icies t h at t hey stand behi n d .  
( Interjecti on)- Well ,  okay,  the Constitutional issue. 
T h e r e ' s  a n o t h e r  o n e .  H ow a b o u t  t h a t  f o r  a n  
agreement  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  A def i n i te s t a n c e  
except that i t 's  not rea!iy very d ef i n ite.  There a r e  a 
n u m ber who have not taken a very f i rm posit ion and 
i n  fact some,  who I suspect, w i l l  not  be able t o  
achieve agreement w h e n  t h i s  f i n a l l y  comes t o  a vote 
in the H ouse. 

And , of course ,  we h aye their approach t o  smal l  
business. They've to ld u s  over and over again ,  how 
t hey are in favou r  of  s m a l l  b u s iness ,  t h a t  s m a l l  
business is  real ly ,  i n  their  view, very i mportant t o  t h e  
Manitoba economy. At the s a m e  t i m e  t h e y  suggest 
t o  u s  t h at i f  they ' re ret urned t o  office t h at they're 
going to rei n state rent controls.  A n d ,  of course, I 
d o n ' t  h ave t o  t e l l  you a b o u t  t h e i r  s t a n c e  o n  
ownersh ip  o f  farm property. I d o n ' t  h ave t o  tel l  you 
a b o u t  t h e i r  s t a n c e  on - t h a t ' s  g over n m e n t  
ownersh ip  o f  farm property I ' m  speaki n g  of  - their  
stand o n  o i l  d ev e l o p m e n t ,  o r  m i n er a l  r e s o u r c e  
development.  

Well , you k now, not a l l  of these kinds of  vent u res, 
far m i n g ,  resou rce d eve l o p m e n t ,  n o t  al l  of  t hese 
ventures are carried out by just large corporat ions.  
There are many s m a l l  enterpr i se s  a n d  operat i o n s  
who carry o n  activit ies i n  t hose f ie lds,  and I suggest 
to you that t hose are the smal l  businesses t h at you 
suggest that you are in !avour of. You are the people 
who brought i n  the corporate capital tax,  one of the 
most damag i n g  and d i sruptive and negative taxes 
that th is  province has ever seen , it 's g reatest effect 
on s m a l l  b u s i n e s s e s ,  b u t  t h e  f r i e n d s  of s m a l l  
business they say they are, opposite. N o  Defin ite 
Pol icy, M r .  Speaker,  that 's what I suggest t o  you. 

The Leader of the Opposit ion to ld  u s  about a l l  of 
the promises that had been made and broken by 

members on th is  side. Well ,  Mr. Speaker, let ' s  review 
some of them. 

The promises such as reduced taxes. What d i d  th is 
g o v e r n m e n t  d o ?  l t  c ame i n ,  r e d u c e d  p e r so n a l ,  
corporate, smal l  business taxes. I ncreased the l evel 
of exemption t o  t hose on the corporate capital tax. 
Got r id of t h at nu isance, that punit ive ,  i nheritance 
tax; the m ineral  acreage tax; al l  o f  t h ose t h i n g s .  
We' re carryin g  out  the pro m i se s  t h at o u r  government 
put  forward in coming into office. 

In add it ion to that,  Mr. Speaker, - ( l n terject ion)­
we p r o m i se d ,  M r. Speaker ,  t h at t here w o u l d  b e  
lesser invo lvement o f  the government i n  the business 
of the p rivate sector.  We promised t h at there woul d  
b e  a red u c t i o n  i n  s p en d i n g .  W e  c a m e  i n to 
g o ve r n m e n t  a n d  we i m m e d i a t e l y  t o o k  steps t o  
r e d u c e  t h e  s i z e  o f  g over n m e n t ,  t o  reduce t h e  
spending o f  government ,  t o  bring spending u n d er 
some semblance of contro l .  What d o  we get over 
there? We get No Defin i te  Pol icy.  The o n ly thi n g  t h at 
we can be sure of is that they' re going to change 
their mind some t ime between n ow and the next 
elect i o n ,  o r  after the next election, -depending o n  
what happens. 

A l l  you get i s  a defin ite  maybe, Mr .  Speaker, and i s  
i t  a n y  wonder. I 've heard o f  l a m e  d u c k  g overn ments 
such as we h ave i n  the United States r ight now, but l 
t h i n k  we're faced with a l ame duck opposition at the 
present t ime.  

Mr.  Speaker, i s  i t  any wonder t h at t here was n ' t  any 
i nvestor  c o n fi d e n ce i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e  w h e n  t h e  
members opposite were i n  power f o r  eight years? 
And the Leader of the Oppositi on suggests t h at there 
should h ave been a massive turnarou n d  in the t hree 
years of government t h at we've had.  He suggests 
t h at after t hey spent all  of their time and energy and 
d i rected all  their pol icies t o  d riving out i nvestment,_ to 
d i scouragi n g  people from start ing businesses in th is  
province, t h at a l l  t h ose t hings shoul d  have t urned 
aroun d  overn ight ,  o r  at least within t h ree years. 

They, o n  the one h a n d ,  argue t h at we're doing 
nothing t o  sti m u l ate housing construct ion,  t h at we 
should b e  encouragi n g  m ore a n d  m ore h ou s i ng 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h i s  p r ov i n c e ,  a n d  t hey suggest  
t hey're going t o  come back with rent  controls,  wh ich  
would h ave the exact opposite effect, M r .  Speaker, i s  
i t  a n y  wonder what's happening o n  the other s ide,  
how there i s  N o  Defin ite Pol icy on anyth ing that's put 
forward. 

Take a look at some of the t h i ngs that the Leader 
of  the Opposit ion said in his address the other d ay.  
H e  said t h at the Throne Speech total ly i g nored the 
nat ive people .  T h e  Throne S peech state s ,  a n d  I 
q u ot e  " recog n i z i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  i ncreased 
e m p l oy m e n t  and e co n o m i c  act i v i t y  in  n or t h e r n  
M a n i t o b a ,  m y  g o ve r n m e n t  i s  n egot i a t i n g  a n e w  
n o r t h e r n  deve l o p m e n t  agree m e n t ,  t o  rep lace t h e  
expir ing N orthlands Agreement" .  That i s  one of t h e  
s i n g l e  m os t  i mportant  t h i ng s  affecti n g  econ o m i c  
development i n  the nort h ,  M r .  S peaker, a n d  we are 
committed t o  negotiating t h at agreement,  so t h at it 
benefits all northern Mani tobans ,  and particu lar ly 
n at ive people. Th is  i s  o n  top of  the existin g  po licy, 
w h i c h  we as a gove r n m e n t  h ave,  o f  s t i m u l at i n g  
private i n it i at ives an d  g reater economic v iabi li ty i n  
t h e  n o r t h .  P o l i c i e s  s u c h  as c o n t ract i n g  r o a d  
construction to I n d i a n  bands ,  t h rough t h e  H i ghways 
and Transportat ion  Department  of m y  h o n ourable 
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col league. Expansions of the lending pol icies of the 
CEDF,  t o  inc lude Treaty I n d ian projects .  These are 
means of encouraging our  n at ive populat ion t o  h ave 
a g re a t e r  e co n o m i c  s t at u s  i n  t h e  P ro v i n c e  o f  
Manitoba. 

B u t ,  o f  c o u rs e ,  o b v i o u s l y  the L e a d e r  o f  t h e  
O p p o s i t i o n  w as n ' t  l is te n i ng t o  i t .  A n d  he h a d  a 
prepared speec h .  I give you t h at as wel l .  He had a 
prepared speec h .  He suggested t h at we' re d o i n g  
nothing a b o u t  Garrison. I h ave here, M r .  Speaker, 
p ress release after press release, te l l ing you what the 
M i n i s t e r  o f  N at u ra l  R e s o u rces a n d  i n d ee d  t h e  
Premier o f  t h i s  province h ave been do ing ,  putt ing o n  
t h e  record,  where i t  counts with every member o f  the 
US g overnment,  where we stand and what we bel ieve 
s h o u l d  h ap pe n  w i t h  respect to G a r r i s o n .  B u t  h e  
ignores a l l  that.  

N orthern roads ,  h e  suggested noth i n g  i s  being 
d o n e  on n o r t h e r n  r o a d s .  T h e r e  has been a 
considerable u p g rading of northern roads under our  
government.  Provincial  road 39 1 i s  an example.  The 
tota l  winter road m ileage i n  the nort h  is  g reater now 
than i t  was before. Th is  a l l  t o  d o  with northern road 
construction and h e  ignores t h at ent irely. 

H e  suggests t h at n ot h i n g  i s  being done in the Port 
ol C h u r ch i l l .  My co l league,  t h e  M e m be r  for Rock 
Lake, got u p  t ime after t ime i n  this H ouse. I h ave two 
press releases from the M i nister of Agricul ture in 
which h e  d i scusses the g r a i n  h a n d l i n g  issues i n  
Victoria, with g reat concentrat ion o n  Church i l l  and 
what the advantages i t  has and what the i mportance 
of C h u rc hi l l  could be t o  the agricul tura l  community i n  
t h i s  province. Total ly i g nored. 

Here's another one of Apr i l  1 3 ,  the M i nister of  
Agr iculture stated the posit ion of  t h i s  g overnment 
again  o n  Church i l l .  " Downey proposes steps t o  boost 
Church i l l ' s  use" . But  of course, I don't  expect the 
Leader of  the Opposit ion t o  pay any attent ion t o  
t h a t .  H e  had a speech t h at w a s  prepared , ignor ing 
total ly  w h at went o n  i n  t h e  government ;  i g n o r i n g  
total ly w h a t  had b e e n  done;  i g n o r i n g  total ly w h a t  the 
Throne S peech said was i ntended t o  be done,  and 
he just  put  forward a pos i t ion just  as he's  done in  
the past . And I suggest t o  you t h at the people of  t h i s  
province s h o u l d  expect m o re leadersh ip  f r o m  h i m  
and f r o m  h is  party. l t ' s  said t h at a good opposit ion 
makes good government and I suggest t o  you t h at 
we're not getting  our  assistance from t h at s ide of the 
H ouse, M r .  Speaker. 

But t here are many, many i nteresti n g  th ings t h at 
are happening i n  t h i s  p rovince, but  there are excit ing  
th ings as wel l .  For i n stance, s ince we last  met  we 
had the announcement f rom the Mohawk people  t h at 
they had exercised their  opt ion on the M i n nedosa 
Dist i l lery. We are going t o  h ave i n  this province, the 
f i rst  p l a n t  p r o d u c i n g  fuel  a l c o h o l  in  the e n t i re 
country .  By A p r i l  1 ,  t h e  i ntent ion is to d istr ibute 
g a s a h o l  t h r o u g h  western C a n a d a  and s o o n ,  
h opeful ly ,  t h e  ent ire country .  Th is  i s  going to provide 
a ready market for over two m i l l io n  bushels of gra in ,  
for the producers of Manitoba.  i t 's  going t o  b e  a 
contr i but ion  to gett ing oH petro leum o i l  a n d  i n t o  
renewable energy sources. T h a t ' s  i n  concert not on ly  
with o u r  provinc ia l  energy p o l icy but  t h e  federal 
energy p o l i cy .  A very exc i t i n g  develo p m e n t , M r .  
Speaker. But  mem bers o pposite aren ' t  interested i n  
that.  

W h at else has been h a p p e n i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  
p r o v i n c e .  W e l l ,  t he r e  a r e  o t h e r  i nt e r e st i n g  

developments,  t h e  Titanic has a new captain ,  Doug 
Lauch l a n  is  his name, I t h i n k ,  - ( In terjecti o n ) - I 
u n d erstand t h at he was here the other d ay in the 
gallery, I thought t h at was appropriate because h e  
probably sti l l  had h is  parachute o n .  He's  operat ing ,  
of course, i n  t h e  true L i beral trad i t i o n .  H e ' s  just 
arrived i n  our  province after 20 years of absence and 
he's  tel l i n g  everybody what should be done. H e  has 
n o  k n owledge of what has gone on, n o  k nowledge of 
w h at s h o u l d  b e  done, but  he's t e l l i n g  everybody 
what ' s  wrong. He's  te l l ing u s  what ' s  wrong with the 
g overnment,  he's  te l l ing u s  what ' s  wrong with the 
oppositi o n ,  wel l ,  on secon d  thought  I g uess h e  d oes 
h ave a few t h ings t h at h e  u n derstands.  But  i n  any 
case, he came into the p rovince and h e  to ld  u s  what 
was wrong. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I h ave t o  tel l  you t h at the Leader of 
the O p p o s i t i o n  d e l i berately e n tered i n t o  t h i s  o l d  
wive 's  tale again of t h e  d iversion of f u n d s  f o r  health 
care spend i n g  i n  this province. I h ave t o  te l l  you t h at 
I thought that issue was la id  to rest when M r .  J ustice 
E mmett Hall  reported earl ier this year, just a couple 
of months ago. The essence of  h i s  report was t h at 
the statements that had been made by, I believe i t  
w a s  M on i q u e  B eg i n ,  the  federal M i nister of  Health 
and members o pposite during various d ebates t o  the 
suggest ion  t h at we were i n  some way not operat ing 
accord ing t o  the intent ion  of the federal-provincial  
agreements for health care fun d i n g ,  was total ly laid 
t o  rest. They were total ly false i n  the view of M r .  
J ustice E mmett H a l l ' s  report 

M ore so than t h at h e  g ave us various f igures t h at 
were very, very i n terest i n g  because he sa id  that  
health care spen d i n g  i n  t h i s  province i s  the second 
h i g h e s t  in  r e l at i o n  to o u r  t o t a l  b u d ge t ,  a s  a 
percentage of our  total  budget,  of any province i n  
Canada. I t h i n k  that 's  a p retty commendable posit ion 
t o  be in .  H e  also i n dicated t h at o u r  supply of hospital 
beds,  n u rs ing home beds, and total care beds i n  
relat ion 

·
t o  o u r  populat ion is  wel l  a bove t h e  national  

average .  He i n d i c a t e d  t h at o u r  c o m p re h e n s i ve 
c h i l d re n ' s  dental  care program and our  excel lent f ly­
i n  medical service for residents of the north are so 
good that  t h ey might wel l  b e  e m ulated by other 
medical  i n st i tut ions i n  other provinces. Now i s  that 
an i n dication of  a government that 's  ignoring health 
care i n  a province? I suggest not ,  and I suggest t h at 
i t ' s  a mark that the Leader of the Opposit ion ought 
not to be p r o u d  of for h i m ,  after h a v i n g  t h i s  
i nformat ion because i ndeed i t  was d issemi n ated, I 
t h i n k ,  w i d e l y  t o  p e r s i s t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  h av e  t h a t  
falsehood spread i n  M a n itoba a n d  I t h i n k  t h at i t 's  
wrong.  The honourable federal M i n ister at least had 
t o  apologize and i n dicate t h at she was wrong i n  the 
contenti o n  t h at she had made. B u t  i n  t h i s  case the 
Leader o f  the Op p o s i t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  with  t h i s  
m isapprehension a n d  h e  cont inues t o  try a n d  spread 
i t  p u bl ic ly which I t h i n k  h e  should b e  crit icized for. 

The other t h i n g  of  course that I wonder about is 
h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  in a d d i t i o n  t o  
r e i n st i t u t i n g  rent  c o n t r o l s ,  t h a t  t hey wou l d  i f  re­
e lected to g overnment  e n s u re t h at t here was n o  
p r i vate secto r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  service 
delivery systems of t h i s  province. I n  t hose part icular 
i n stances he was suggest ing t h at they wpul d  force 
o u t  t h e  p r i vate c o r p o ra ti o n s  f r o m  personal  care 
h omes a n d  from d ay care i n  th is province. That 
bothers me,  Mr.  Speaker, i t  bothers me a g reat deal  
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because 1 wonder if he's  suggest i n g  to · us t h at the 
publ ic  secto r  has a corner o n  the market for care 
and co mpassion.  1 t h i n k  t h at that's what his i ntent is. 
If he suggests t hat, Mr. Speaker, h ow far i s  he w i l l i n g  
to carry i t?  I s  he going t o  s a y  t hat d octors who o p t  
out of Medicare o u g h t  not t o  be covere d ,  ought n o t  
t o  be a l lowed to b e  i n  pracUce in .th i s  p rovince 
because i f  he is he · is tread i ng on dangerous g ro un d .  
At the · same t ime,  Mr.  Speaker, where is going t o  
carry that to? I s  h e  next g o i n g  t o  say t h at dent ists,  
because i n  effect they operate u n der a p rivate secto r  
system, they a r e  s o l e  p racti t ioners who i nstitute the ir  
c h a r g e s  d i rect l y  with  t h e  pat ient  and u n d e r  n o  
govern ment supervis ion,  i s  h e  going t o  suggest t h at 
next i ts the dentists because they're deliver ing social 
and health care services in this province? Are they 
the n ext to feel the lash of the N ew Democratic 
pol icies? - ( I n terject ion)- What next, sure are we 
g o i n g  to .say that n obody who' s  in the f i e l d  of  
education ought to be there? Wel l  you te l l  t h at t o  the 
people i n  the U nited States where the best  standards 
of education are found i n  p rivate u n iversit ies. You 
want to ta lk  about the Vales and the H arvards and 
the Stanfords and a l l  of the u n iversities in the U nited 
States, Rice, they're privately funded u niversities. Are 
you going t o  suggest that they ought  t o  be d riven 
. out of education ent i rely? Well  I 'd l i ke to k n ow t h at 
a n d  I ' m  sure the people of t h i s  p rovi nce would l i ke t o  
know that.  

When you talk about having a corner on t h e  
market o n  care a n d  compassion i n  t h i s  province I 
want you to te l l  t h at to· the people who support the 
U nited W ay,  the m ajor corporate donors  who not 
only g ive sub stantial  sums of money but  who g ive 
loaned representat ives t o  g o  out and call door to 
door and spread the message and the good word of  
the U nited Way - tel l  them that you don't  want the ir  
part ic ipation i n  social services i n  th is  p rovin ce - tel l  
that t o  the variety c lubs and the L ions with their  
te let h o n s  - te l l  them t h at you d o n ' t  w a n t  a n y  
private i nvolvement i n  t h e  de livery of  social services 
and health care in t h i s  province because I ' m  s u re 
they ' l l  be interested to k now t h at .  

M r .  Speaker, the t h i n g  t h at bothers m e  about a l l  
t h i s ,  somebody o n c e  t o l d  m e  t h at we had t hree 
c lasses of people in society - there are taxpayers, 
there are tax avoiders and there are tax consumers. 
l t  seems t o  m e  t h at the p o l ic ies t h at are being 
proposed by the Leader of the Opposit ion a l l  i nvolve 
convert ing  people in t hose f irst two categories in to  
t he l atter catego ry of tax consumer.  I want  t o  k now 
who's going t o  pay the taxes in this provin ce.  I f  you 
take over the p rivate i n dustries who are i nvolved, i f  
y o u  t a k e  over the pr ivate o perators i n  the personal 
care homes, you ' re going t o  d o  two t h i ngs,  you ' re 
going to take some taxpayers off the tax rol ls  and 
you ' re going t o  add them t o  the tax consu m i n g  part  
o f  our e co n o m y .  I s u g g est  to you t h at i f  y o u  
continue, that sooner o r  later there aren ' t  going t o  
be too many sources o f  income f o r  t h i s  province. A t  
the sa!lle t ime,  M r .  Speaker, you' re g o i n g  to have t o  
raise those f u n d s  by o t h e r  m e a n s  and i t  seems to me 
that the mem bers of the opposit ion are going to 
have t o  come clean and tell us where d o  t hey i ntend 
t o  raise that m oney? Are t hey going t o  raise taxes? 
I s  that what they ' re going t o  do? 

A. M EMBE R: ' S u re they w i l l .  

MR. F I LMON: Wel l ,  you better l e t  us k n ow because 
which are they? Are you going t o  impose new taxes? 

Successio n  d u ties, are t hey comin g · back o n  again ?  
Or are we going t o  br ing new corporation capital 
taxes so t hat the small  businessman i s  going to h ave 
t o  particip ate? 

A. M EMBER: Sales tax.  

·MR. FILMON: J s  t h e  sales tax going t o  g o  u p ?  
T h ey ' re g o i n g  t o  p r i n t  m o n ey ,  t h e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Brandon West t e l l s  m e  they're going t o  p r i n t  m oney 
- that 's  perhaps a novel approach to i t  but not one 
t h at I woul d  put past them.  - ( I n terjection)- Things 
can only get better, says the M e mber for E lmwood . 
Wel l ,  I suggest to you that if i t ' s  under  t hese policies 
t h ings wil l  not  get better .  

M r .  S pe a k e r ,  t h e r e  are other  e xc i t i n g  t h i ng s  
happeni n g  i n  t h i s  p rovince and the Throne S peech 
t ells a b o u t  t h em a n d  t h ey ' re f u t u r e- o r i e n t e d  
developments.  We've talked about Trout L a k e  a n d  
th e  m a n y  m i l l i o n s  of d o l l ars t h at a r e  g o i n g  t o  be 
poured into the M anitoba economy as a resul t  of 
that .  The Member for l nkster, h e  to ld u s  about the 
fact t h at Trout Lake and the potash were al l  th ings 
t h a t  h a d  been deve l o p e d  before o r  e st a b l i sh e d  
before and t h a t  the P rovince of M anitoba owned 50 
percent of  them . 

A. MEMBER: 49 percent. .  

MR. F I LMON:  4 9  percent ,  except t h at we had 49 
percent of n oth ing.  We had n o  operat ing m ines, we 
bad no operat i n g  deve l o pm e n ts and we had 49 
percent of  noth ing.  I ' d  rather h ave 2 5  percent of  a 
viable operat i n g  m i n e  that 's  paying money into o u r  
economy than 49 percent of  n o t h i n g ,  · an d  we were 
g e t t i n g  n o t h i n g  a n d  n o w  w e ' r e  g o i n g  to h ave 
h u n d reds of m i l l ions of d o l l ars and h u n d reds of  jobs 
irr tlfe province as a result  of e l i minat ing the m ineral 
acreage tax, e l i mi n a t i n g  our i nvolvement s o  t h a t  
there w a s  an i ncentive for  o t h e r  people t o  spend 
money and dt;�velop t hese resources and that 's  why i t  
is .  

T h e  M e m ber f o r  l n kster .. .atso s u g gested i n  h i s  
speech t h at t hey h a d  learned from their  m i stakes i n  
i nvest ing i n  p rivate corporat ions.  They were n ' t  on ly · 
tak ing over losing corporations and propping them 
u p  with tax d o l l ars from you and me and every one 
of o u r  taxpaying publ ic  but  i n  fact t hey were making 
better i nvestments i n  the last few years. They had 
picked their  i nvestments a lot  better .  But  h e  d oesn ' t  
tel l y o u  about the K ing C h oy Foods and he does n ' t  
te l l  y o u  a b o u t  the Saunders Aircraft and he d oesn ' t  
t e l l  y o u  a b o u t  a l l  the losers, w h i c h  they 've had before 
and they wi l l  sti l l  h ave because they as government 
d i d n ' t  k n ow h ow to operate business and should 
never h ave been i nvo lved i n  operati ng businesses. 

He s u g g e s t s  to y o u  t h at t h e  e c o n o m y  is a 
s h a m b l e s  t o d ay - t h at o u r  h a n d l e  o n  w h at ' s  
happening i n  the provincia l  economy i s  not  very 
strong. Let me tell you about what happened in l ate 
1 97 7  when the Member for Seven Oaks came before 
t h i s  H ouse as a M i nister of the Crown and told the 
H o u se i n  September  o f  1977 t h a t  t h e  p rojected 
deficit for this province in the fiscal year was 25 
m i l l i o n .  

M R .  D E PU T Y  S P E A K ER ,  A b e  K ov n a t s  
(Radisson): Order p lease. T h e  H o n ourable Member 
for l nkster o n  a point of pr ivi lege.  
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M R .  G R E E N :  Yes,  M r .  S pe aker .  The h o n o u r a b l e  
member says that the H o n ourable Member f o r  Seven 
Oaks came before t h i s  H ouse in September of  1 97 7 ,  
th is  H ouse w a s  not i n  session i n  September of 1 97 7 .  

MR. D EPUTY SPEAKER: Before I acknowledge t h e  
Honourable Member for R iver Heights,  might  I just 
ask the co-operation of  the H o u se. With the new 
sound system and the banging of the desks and the 
ratt l i n g  of the papers i t  makes i t  very d ifficu l t  for m e  
t o  b e  a b l e  t o  p i c k  o u t  t h e  m e m b e r  t o  b e  
repr imanded f o r  m a k i n g  a l l  the no ise .  So I woul d  ask 
a l i t t le bit of co-operation from the members of the 
H ouse. 

The H onourable M e mber for R iver Heights.  

MR. F I LM O N :  M r .  S pe a k e r ,  I a p o l o g ize f o r  
engendering so m u c h  enthusiasm w i t h  the excit ing 
th ings I h ave t o  speak about  with  regard t o  the 
Throne S peech today. I note  t h at the Member  for  
l nkster d i d  not deny t h at the statement was made. I 
apolog ize if it was not  made i n  t h i s  H ouse.  The 
M e m ber for Seven Oaks i n di c ated t h at we were 
facing as a province a p rojected deficit of  25 m i l l i o n  
i n  September of 1 97 7 .  One month later, o r  perhaps 
six weeks afte r  t h e  e l e ct i o n  to o f f i c e  o f  t h i s  
g overnment,  w e  found t h at t h e  p rojected devicit was 
i n  fact 225 m i l l i o n .  That i s  what I call an economy in 
a sham bles. 

M R .  D E P U T Y  S P E A K E R :  O r d e r  p le a s e .  T h e  
H on o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  l nk s t e r  o n  a p o i n t  o f  
privi lege. 

MR. GREEN:  Mr. S peaker, agai n ,  the honourable  
m e m ber said t h at I accepted the statem e n t ,  the  
Mem ber for  Seven O aks i s  not  here but  I know he 

. d id  .not make tl"!a.t statement. Mr.. Speaker, he made 
a statement that the operat ing def ic it  would be 25 
m i l l i o n .  The capi ta l  deficit was announced several 
months earl ier at 1 00 mil l ion for a total  b u d geted 
deficit of 1 25 m i l l i o n ,  not 2 5  m i l l i o n .  

MR. F I LMON:  Well ,  M r .  Speaker, I accept that t h ey 
were only out  by 50 percent i n  their  est i m ates but  
t h at was after a g reat deal  of management a n d  cost 
cutting by the government ,  yes, i nd eed.  

M r .  S peaker, one of  the th ings t h at the M e mber 
for l nkster did bring t o  the H ouse t h at i s  of  g reat 
importance and i t 's  one that I know that all members 
are i nt er e s t e d  a n d  · c o n ce r n ed a b o u t  is t h e  
constitut ional  debate. Perhaps t h i s  may be t h e  s ing le  
most  i mportant issue of  o u r  l ifetimes as members of  
the Legis lature.  I t h i n k  that there are a n u m ber of 
quest ions that h ave t o  be asked , questions that are 
o n  the l ips and in the m i n d s  of so many of us,  the 
foremost of which i s  why i s  t h i s  be ing pushed so 
q u i c k l y ?  Why are we a b an d o n i n g  a l l  the o t h e r  
concerns that w e  as a province, we as a country 
have, the health of our  economy, the sagging d o l l ar,  
t h e  r i s i n g  i n te r e s t  r a t es , r a m p a n t  i nf l a t i o n  a n d  
unemployment a n d  a l l  o f  those t h ings i n  favour  of 
pushing through th is  particular i tem? In addit ion to 
t h a t ,  M r .  S pe a k e r ,  o u r  l e a d e r  is atte m p t i n g  t o  
respond t o  t h e  issue that 's  being forced u p o n  u s  by 
the government of Canada. Mr. Speaker, in addit ion 
to being the s ingle m ost i mportant issue I believe 
that i t 's  probably the s ing le most u nderstood issue 
because it 's being clouded by a l l  sorts of arguments 

t h at are bein g  put  forward . There's a suggesti o n  
b e i n g  put  forward , and I won' t  s a y  who's  behi n d  i t  o r  
what  t h e i r  mot ives m i g h t  be t h at t o  o p p ose t h e  
constitut ional  package of the federal g overnment i s  
t o  be o pposed t o  patriat i o n .  S imple  patriation i s  n o t  
the q uest i o n ,  i t 's  been s a i d  before a n d  I ' l l  s a y  i t  
aga i n ,  I bel ieve t h at a l l  of u s  can agree o n  patriat ion  
of the constitut ion - t o  br ing i t  home i s  somet h i n g  
t h at I d o u bt t h at any Legis lat u re of  t h i s  count ry w i l l  
o p pose. W h at we need t o  agree upon i s  how t o  d o  it. 
The secon d  issue that 's  being total ly confused i s  the 
i s s u e  o f  the e n t re n c h e d  C h arter  o f  R ights  and 
Freedoms. l t 's  being la id  out as a s imple opposit ion 
t o  the p rotecti o n  of h u m an r ights and freedoms. I f  
you a r e  opposed t o  t h i s  entrenched C harter, ergo 
you m ust be o pposed t o  the better protecti o n  of 
r ights and freedoms. I suggest t o  you t h at t h at is 
d o i n g  a d isservice t o  t h i s  e n t i re d ebate because 
again you w i l l  f ind total agreement  o n  the n eed 
a lways for  better p r otecti o n  o f  human r ights  and 
freedo m s  amongst a l l  of  u s  i n  t h i s  Chamber. But you 
h ave t o  look at where it 's coming f ro m ;  you h ave t o  
l ook at h ow i t ' s  b e i n g  portrayed. 

I q u ote t o  you from the d ebates of  the House of 
Commons from Page 3356 of H ansard , M r. Speaker. 
" I  believe t h i s  d ebate once again s h ows how relevan t  
a n d  valuable an i nst itut ion Parliament is .  I ,  for o n e ,  
a m  very g l ad t h at the debate has f i n a l l y  c o m e  t o  i t s  
proper h ome. The debate a b o u t  the Constitut ional  
l aws of this country i s  now outside the aren a  of  the 
federal-provincial  conference a n d  in a n  arena where 
the fu l l  range of opin ions and views i n  a l l  regions can 
be h e a r d , e x p ressed , d e b a t e d  a n d  d i sc u s s ed . "  
T h a t ' s  a very n o b l e  s t a te m e n t .  T h at s o u n d s  a s  
t h o u g h  i t  c o m es f r o m  s o m e b o d y  w h o  i s  r e a l l y  
i n terested i n  l i stening t o  the views of a l l  Canadians 
on t h i s  p a rt i c u l a r  i s s u e .  l t ' s  a s t a t em e n t ,  M r  . 
S p e a k e r ,  t h a t  was m a d e  o n  O c t o b e r  7 by t h� 
Unemployment and I mitation (sic) M i nister from th is  
area and a very noble  one,  i ndeed, except t h at less 
than two weeks l ater, after fewer than one-quarter of  
the 1 24 m e mbers of  t h e  opposit ion had spoke n ,  
c losure w a s  i mposed . Par l iament d i d n ' t  h e a r  t h e  
views of  a l l  Canadians because y o u  k now as wel l  as I 
d o  t h at t h e  m aj o r i t y  o f  t h os e  m e m b e r s  i n  t h e  
oppos i t i o n  c o m e  from o n e  e n t i r e  reg i o n  o f  t h i s  
country a n d  their  views were n o t  adequately heard 
and the debate did not adequ ately provide for them 
t o  make the views of their  constituent s  and of their  
regions k n ow n .  

Further,  i n  t h at s a m e  debate,  the statement was 
made, " I n  the end, this i s  the p l ace where the choice 
should  be made. lt is not  to be made around the 
table b y  1 1  peop le  who,  though t h ey represent  
regions,  d o  not i n  any way represent the fu l l  range of 
op in ions and views within t h ose regions.  As one of 
the western members of the government benches, I 
t h i n k  it is very i mportant t h at I express t h i s  other 
point of  view which I ,  together with  h u n d reds of  
thousands of western Canadians,  bel ieve was not 
expressed at the Federal-Provincial  Conference l ast  
Septem b e r . "  A g ai n ,  that 's  what  was s a i d  i n  the 
House of Commons by M r. Axworthy. 

I want to te l l  you, M r .  Speaker, t h at the Gal lup Po l l  
that was recently p u b l i shed i n d icated t h a' Canadians 
o ve r a l l  a r e  o p p os e d  two to one to u n i l a t e r a l  
patr iat ion  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  even m ore i n  
g reater n u mbers i n  western Canada. So I suggest t o  
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you that M r.  Axworthy should be "a l i t t le perplexed" 
because t hat's what he said when he heard t hose 
results ,  because he had found support i ncreas ing for 
the federal package. That ' s  what h e  said. I t h i n k  he 
ought to be a l itt le perplexed and I t h i n k  we ought t o  
a s k  what is  the posit ion of the N e w  Democrats o n  
t h i s  part icu lar  i s s u e  because we h ave some very 
s t r a n g e  s t a t e m e n t s  b e i n g  m a d e  b y  t h e m .  
( I n terjection)- Here w e  h ave i t ,  i t 's  t i t led " H i storical 
H igh l ight" ;  I could subtit le i t  "Your Laugh for the 
D ay " ,  but I q u ot e ,  " Every g e n e r at i o n  has i t s  
h i stor ica l  m i lestone.  J . S .  W o o d sworth persuaded 
M ac Kenzie King to legislate Unemployment I nsurance 
and O l d  Age P e n s i o n s ;  T . C .  D o u g l as g av e  u s  
Medicare; J o h n  Diefenbaker g ave u s  the Canadian 
Bi l l  of Rights;  Lester Pearson g ave u s  the nat ional  
f lag;  Trudeau g ave us our  national  anthem and i s  
p lanning to g ive u s  our Canadian Const i tut ion.  W h e n  
t h e  d u s t  h a s  sett l e d , h oweve r ,  p o s t e r i t y  w i l l  
remember how E d  B roadbent won resource control  
for the west. "  N ow if  t h at isn't  an opportunist ic and 
t o t a l l y  i ncred i b l e  stat e m e n t  t o  b e  made b y  t h e  
Member o f  Parl iament f o r  D au p h i n  constituency,  i t 's  
u n bel ievable.  We always had resource control  i n  the 
west before t h i s  proposed federal package. i t 's  not a 
q uest ion of somebody giv ing it to us ,  i t 's  a q uest ion  
of  stopping somebody f rom tak ing  i t  away f rom u s  
and Ed B roadbent isn ' t  the man who w i l l  d o  i t .  l t ' s  
the Premiers and the people of th is  country who are 
violently opposed t o  that proposit ion t h at are going 
t o  stop the Pr ime M i nister from tak ing resources 
away from the provinces. lt has noth ing t o  do with 
Ed B road bent.  

M r. Speaker,  I suggest to you t h at we woul d  be 
doing th is  country a g reat deal  better service i f  we 
got off these b l i n d  al leys t h at we are being taken 
d own by the federal hype campai g n .  You k n ow ,  you 
h ave seen the b i l lboards t h at say your Const i tut ion,  
make it r ight ,  make it better, make i t  ours,  a l l  t hose 
slogans, and get o n  to the m atter of patriat i o n ,  yes, 
but h ow? And protection o f  human rights, yes, we're 
in favo u r  o f  it b u t  h ow are you best g o i n g  t o  
accompl ish i t  because I suggest t o  you t h at i f  you 
asked people i n  th is  province and across this country 
the q uest ion ,  are you in favour  of the best poss ib le  
protect i o n  tor  your  h u m an r i g h t s  a n d  f reedo m s ?  
They woul d  say, yes, but as the Mem ber f o r  l nkster 
i n dicated , that best poss i b le protection a l ready exists 
under our  present democratic parl i amentary system 
o f  g overn m e n t  i n  C a n a d a  a n d  we d o n ' t  w a n t  
somebody t o  take it away from u s  and that 's  t h e  
whole pointed issue i n  t h i s  whole debate a n d  i t ' s  
t i m e  w e  g o t  o n  t o  that issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I want t o  say t h at I ' ve talked a lot 
about these i nteresting th ings .  I h ave n ' t  covered a l l  
the excit ing t h i n g s  because t hey a r e  a lready i n  the 
T h r o n e  S pe e c h  but  just  in  case the m e m b e r s  
opposite need some refresh ing ,  w e  a r e  ta lk ing about 
resource d evelopment  i n  this province at a level 
which has never been seen before i n  th is  province. 
We're talking about using our  hydro-electric energy 
as a pr imary i n strument of economic development in 
this province, not using i t  merely as a means of 
creating jobs o n  the publ ic payrol l  and i ncreasing o u r  
h y d r o  rates a t  the expense of a l l  M a nitobans.  We're 
ta lk ing about taking that energy, tak ing t h at readi ly  
avai lable renewable energy and using i t  as a pr imary 
i n st r u ment  of eco n o m i c  develo p m e n t  t o  a t t ract 

energy i ntensive i n d u str ies l i ke Alcan,  not  only a 
smelter,  but  for a l u m i n u m  cast ings,  l i ke  production of 
hydrogen and a l l  t hose th ings  t h at wi l l  create m i l l ions 
of  d o llars of pr ivate i nvestment and jobs.  Jobs for  
M a n itobans,  that 's  what  we' re ta lk ing about .  

M r .  S peaker, the exci t ing developments g o  o n  and 
o n  a n d  on.  The western e lectr ic p ower g r i d , the 
rapeseed crushi n g  p lant  the CSB are putt i n g  i n  at  
H arrowby, the gasohol  and a l l  t hose th ings.  I suggest 
t o  you , Mr. S peaker, t h at t h is i s  a very positive 
Throne S peech.  This i s  a T h rone Speech t h at looks 
t o  the future and tel ls  M anitobans t h at there are 
better t h i ng s  to come. i t ' s  a Throne S peech t h at I am 
proud t o  support and ,  Mr.  Speaker,  I commend i t  t o  
a l l  members of the H ouse. Than k  y o u  very much.  

li\IIR .  S P E A K E R: The H on o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
C h u rch i l l .  

li\IIR .  COWAN: T h a n k  you, M r .  Speaker. As always 
i t ' s  a pleasure t o  part ic ipate in th is ,  the first m ajor 
even t  of  any legis lat ive session.  Of course, I welcome 
your reappointment to your high office within t hese 
Chambers and give you once again a pledge t h at I 
w i l l  attempt to cont inue to work together  with you i n  
order t o  maintain t h e  order,  t h e  decorum a n d  the 
d i g n it y  o f  t h e s e  C h a m b e r s  and,  a s  in  the p ast  
n u m ber of years, I w i lL  from t ime to t ime,  welcome 
your advice and welcome your p rotection from the 
m e m bers oppos i te .  it l o o k s  as, i f  t h i s  year, M r .  
Speaker,  I c a n  offer y o u  m y  protecti o n  from t h e  
members opposite f r o m  occasion t o  occasion a l s o .  I 
give you assurance t h at I w i l l  do t h at to uphold  the 
d i g nity and the honour  of  your office and t o  ensure 
t h at y o u  are a b l e  t o  part ic ipate i n  you r r o l e  a s  
capably as i s  possib le .  

I believe that role,  M r .  Speaker, of  maintai n i ng the 
d i g nity and decorum of t h i s  office . is go ing t o  be a b i t  
more d ifficu l t  th is  year because t here i s  a theory and 
t h e s i s  a n d  I t h i n k  i t ' s  w el l  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  t h e  
p a rt i s a n s h i p  of  p o l i t i c i a n s  i ncreases a s  d oe s  t h e  
prox i mity t o  an elect i o n .  I t h i n k  t h at what w e  h ave 
w i t nessed on M on d ay of t h i s  w ee k ,  t h e  u n us u a l  
e v e n t s  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  s t a n d i n g  t o  a t t a c k  
perso n a l i t ies  m o re t h a n  a n yt h i n g  e lse ,  t o  attack 
people more than policies, pr incip les and programs 
i s  only i n d icative of the type of Sess ion that we are 
going t o  h ave. I ,  Sir, look forward t o  working in these 
Chambers t o  provide the type of legis lat ion which is 
beneficial  to M a nitobans but I do not look forward to 
t h at type of Sessio n ,  so I hope t h at we h ave seen the 
worse of  i t  and t h at i t  w i l l  get  better from now on.  
But  I th ink there i s  a reason for t h at sort  of action o n  
behalf of the members o pposite and t h at is ,  t hey f ind 
themselves i n  a cur ious posit i o n .  They should be 
defend i n g  their  record of t h ree years but i t  i s  an 
i ndefensib le  recor d .  They are unable to defend t h at 
record and t hey are able only to attack personal it ies, 
so we wil l  need more goodwil l  than usual  and ! t h i n k  
that i t  i s  on ly appropriate, g iven the season of the 
year and t h e  fact t h at we are fast a p p r o ac h i n g  
C h ristmas, that we m a k e  t h at pledge of goodwil l  a n d  
! ,  S i r ,  a m  honoured to be a b l e  t o  m a k e  i t  t o  y o u  a t  
th is  t ime.  

W h i l e  speal<ing t o  you d i rectly, M r .  Speaker, I hope 
t h at y o u  can t a k e  i n t o  cons iderat i o n  t h e  s o u n d  
system o r  the M i nister of G overnment Services can 
take into consideration the sound system and some 
of the problems t h at we are experiencing with it. it 
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makes it somewhat m ore d ifficu l t  to perform o u r  
functions here. I not iced today I had the earphone 
p lugged i n  and a l l  of a sudden we had a screech i n g  
hum w h i c h  I t h i n k  w a s  uncomfortable i f  not painful t o  
m ost of us .  I j u s t  encourage whatever efforts c a n  be 
made to ensure t h at t h at sound system d oes i n  fact 
be improved. 

I w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  offer t h e  c u s t o m a ry 
congratulat ions to the m over, the seconder of the 
Th rone S peec h .  l t  was a p l easure t o  hear them 
speak and I look forward t o  hearin g  them more often 
during this Session than in the past. H aving said the 
customary and the expected, I ' d  l ike t o  i m mediately 
d iscuss the Throne S peec h .  

I bel ieve, Sir ,  t h a t  the s ign i ficance of t h i s  Throne 
S pe e c h  is m o re one of o m i ss i o n  than w h at i t  
contains. I bel ieve t h at i t  i s  a parody on a T hrone 
S pe e c h  at  b e s t ,  a n d  a t  w o r s t , it  is an e m p t y  
document that lacks a n y  sort o f  concrete economic 
analys is  or concrete analys is  of the socia l  problems 
which face a l l  of u s  as M an ilobans, as Canadians 
and as legis lators.  Because they h ave not addressed 
the problems or the issues, i t  i s  i mpossib l e  for them 
t o  come u p  with the solut ions and so we h ave a 
Throne Speech t h at is s ubsequently void of any sort 
of comprehensive p lanning o r  any type of  overal l  
strategy which it · is i n c u mbent upon the government 
to  provide in a Throne S peec h .  What t hey h ave 
attempted to do with t h i s  particu lar  s peec h ,  I bel ieve, 
is to camouflage it with grandiose plans,  the mega 
projects about which we hear so much.  They te l l  us 
that we should share their  hope;  that we should 
share their  opt i m i sm and t h at i f  we d o n ' t  share t h at 
hope and optimism t h at t hese projects are go ing t o  
c o m e  to pass very shortly, then we are in s o m e  way· 
do ing a d isservice to the people of t h i s  province. 
Wel l ,  I wi l l  tel l  them, Mr. Speaker, that not only do 
we not s h a re al l  o f  t h e i r  hope and al l  o f  t h e i r  
opt im i s m ,  but  neither d oes t h e  p u b l ic share t h at 
hope and that opt i m i s m .  They are not fooled by the 
sweet t a l k  a n d  t h e  s u g ar c o at i n g s  o f  a Throne 
S peech that is virtual ly empty of  any substance. They 
h ave been fooled o r  perhaps t h ey h aven ' t  been 
fooled but  t hey h ave certa in ly  seen the bird- in-the 
bush oHer of the g overn ment o n  n umerous occasions 
past and they are not go ing t o  be fooled by i t  th is  
t ime. 

Y o u  k n o w ,  we h ave h e a r d  it a l l  b e f o r e ,  t h e  
g randiose plans. t h e  mega projects ,  the br ight sunny 
days, b lue sk ies budgets, we' ve heard i t  i n  other 
Throne S peeches. We've heard i t  i n  the Pol lyanna 
b udgets that they h ave brought t o  bear, t h at h ave 
n o t  b o ; n e  f r u i t  a n d  we are c o n d i t io n e d  to t h e  
d isappointment t h at w e  h ave experienced from time 
to t ime. I hope t h at you wil l  pardon our sceptic ism 
but I d o  bel ieve i t  to be earned and I bel ieve, Sir ,  
t h at even our  d isbel ief might  be earned . 

At th is  point  I t h i n k  i t ' s  i mportant to address some 
of my remarks to the contr ibut ion just made by the 
Member for River Heights i n  the Throne S peec h .  I 
welcome h i m  to th is ,  what he considers to be h i s  f irst 
act ive role in the Throne S peech Debate. I woul d  
just, without t rying to a nalyse a n d  d iscuss a l l  the 
points h e  brought  forward i n  h is  speec h ,  t ry to 
d isabuse h im of a m i sconception that he apparently 
has and that is  t h at h i s  government was the f irst 
g overn ment to provide CEDF loans to the Treaty 
I n d ian people in Manitoba.  l t  was his government 

t h at took t h at r ight  away from t h e  T reaty I n d i a n  
peop l e  of M a n i t o b a  a n d  t h e n  s ubsequent ly u n d er 
pressure from the Treaty Indian people and under 
p ressure from their  friend s  and under p ressure from 
this s ide of the House was forced t o  reinstate that 
r ig h t .  So in fact ,  S i r ,  - ( I n terject i o n ) - and the 
M e mber for R upertsland d oes correct m e  and he 
says that they h ave on ly  rein stated i t  part ia l ly  and 
t h at i s  a fact S o  what we h ave i n  tha! i n stance, for  
the M e m b e r  o f  River  H e i g h t ' s  e d i f i c at i o n ,  is  a 
situation t h at is worse as far as the Treaty Ind ian  
people of t h i s  province are concerned than i t  was 
t hree years ago, and I t h i n k  he should be made 
aware of t h at so t h at h e  d oe s  not make t h at m i stake 
aga i n .  

! believe, S i r ,  g iven the reaction and the actions o n  
the g overnment s i d e ,  t h at we c a n  on ly  m a k e  t h e  
assumption t h at t hey a r e  i n  fact aware of  exactly 
what the ir  Throne S peech is, and as wel l ,  t hey are 
aware of  what i t  isn ' t .  And they're e m b arrassed by it 
a l l .  And I t h i n k  that 's why they had to resort t o  t h e  
em barrassi n g  behaviour  of M o n day, w h i c h  on ly  acted 
t o  further d i scredi t  an a lready weak Throne S peech.  
i t  was not t o  the ir  benefit t o  h ave done t h at ,  but 
h aving done t h at I th ink t h ey h ave o n ly i n dicated that 
t h ey are in fact extremely embarrassed by it a l l. And 
t hey w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to s uffer t ha t  e m b a rrassmen t  
because there i s  certa in ly  more t o  come, u n t i l  t hey 
suffer the u l t i m ate embarrassment , in not so short a 
t ime I hope, of losing the next elect i o n ,  of havin g  
t hrown away t h e  largest electoral  m ajority i n  t h i s  
province s ince the early 1 90Us, by exactly t h e  type o f  
act ions,  and exactl y  the type of rhetoric and verbiage 
that we saw in the Throne S peech of  a couple of  
d ays ago. And t hey should not only be embarrassed 
b y  t h ose fai l u res, t h ey should be shamed by t hose 
failures. They should be shamed because t hey h ave 
been unable to create the type of economic c l imate, 
and all .due credi t  to them,  S ir ,  in which they very 
strongly  believe, and in which I believe, they very 
strongly want. 

So giv ing them t h at motivat i o n ,  which I t h i n k  is  an 
honourable motivat i o n ,  S i r ,  I among others, and the 
people  o f  th is  prov ince,  I c a n  a s s u r e  y o u , a r e  
extremely d isappointed w i t h  t h e i r  latest effort At 
best i t  i s  a fuzzy rendit ion oi the F irst M i nister's 
personal  p h i l osphyo  An 1 8t h  century approac h  to 
government,  the  usual  combination of la issez-faire 
econ o m i cs and r ight-win g  social p o l i c ies.  A First 
M i ni ster who i s  suspicious of  any p rogressive group 
a n d  by t h at suspic ion cuts h i m sel f  away a n d  isolates 
h i m self  from a good portion of  the popu lat ion .  But 
t h at is  the yoke they carry. That ' s  their  a l b at ross and 
I assume they're wi l l ing  t o  carry i t  The Jeykl l  and 
Hyde m i x t u r e ,  S ir ,  o f  Adam S m i t h  and R o n a ! d  
Reagan,  i f  I m a y :  A n d  I b e l ieve,  S i r ,  i n  a l l  d u e  
respect, t h at t h at i s  what i s  go ing t o  cost them that 
l argest  e l e c t o r a l  m aj o r i t y  in m a n y  years in t h i s  
province. I k now i t  h a s  g i ven them a speech which i s  
p l agued with t h e  usuai vagueness, i n  both  approach 
and in language,  a t ragedy ot a document,  Sir, that 
lacks the analysis and i s  a n  avoidance of proble m  
stat i n g ,  and thereby p r o b l e m  solvin g .  And there are 
serious problems in the Province of M anitoba,  and i n  
a l l  fairness to mem bers opposite, they are not all 
problems of their  own making.  M any of them, S ir ,  
are nat ional i n  scope, for which we h ave t o  thank a 
L iberal federal g overnment,  who has been able t o  
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correspon d i n g ly m ismanage the Canadian economy 
as much as the Conservative g overnment  in t h i s  
province h ave been ab le  t o  m i s m anage o u r  own 
economy. 

But some of them g o  beyond that,  some of them 
are global  i n  scope and i n  or igi n ,  and so we cannot 
b lame the government for them because they are 
going to spi l l  over into the economy of M anitoba,  
regardless of whichever government i s  i n  power at 
any g iven time. But we can, Sir, assess and blame 
for h av i n g  fa i led t o  lessen t he i mp act  o f  t hose 
problems o n  the people of  M a n i t o b a ,  tor  having 
fai led to put i n  p lace the type of countermeasures 
t h at are n ecessary to d e a l  w i t h  p r o b l e m s  w h i c h  
or ig inate f r o m  outside o u r  borders. And I w i l l  g ive 
them credit  t h at the role of the p rovin ce is l i m ited i n  
t h i s  respect, b u t  t hey h ave fai led even t o  l ive u p  t o  
that l i m ited role. 

I nf lation was a su bject which they brought t o  the 
attention of the government when the s ides with in  
th is  H ouse were switched , t ime and t i m e  again ,  as i f  
the provincial g overnment had a r o l e  t o  p l ay i n  the 
i n f l at i on a ry p r ocess that  was t a k i n g  p l ac e ,  a n d  
perhaps, S i r ,  the provincial g overnment d oes h ave a 
role to p lay to attempt i n  some way to lessen the 
i mpact, but we k now that inf lat ion i n  M anitoba today,  
is  as h i g h ,  o r  i s  h igher  than i n  many other  p rovin ces 
and many other cit ies, and I ' d  l ike t o  p l ace t h at 
remark i n  the northern context. Because, S i r ,  whi le  
i nf lat ion i s  a n  onerous burden tor any worki n g  fami l y  
t o  carry i n  the P rovince of M a n itoba,  i t  i s  especia l ly  
onerous tor t hose of the north.  The f igures are not as 
accurate as I would hope them t o  be,  but  I h ave 
been i nformed t h at it costs a p p r ox i m ately  2 2  a 
month more to feed a fami ly of four i n  northern 
Manitoba than i t  d oes i n  southern M anitoba.  So you 
can see r ight there t h at the i mpact of r is ing food 
p r i ce s  on p e o p l e  in t h e  n o r t h  is g o i n g  to b e  
s ignificantly g reater than t h e  i mpact o n  people i n  the 
south .  

S o  t hey h ave refused t o  come u p  w i t h  a n y  sort o f  
in i t iat ive or i n novative programs t o  deal w i t h  that ,  
whether i t  be i n  the northern context o r  the southern 
context. They've sat o n  their  hands.  But ,  S i r ,  i f  the 
wages that the working people of this province were 
being paid,  were able to keep up with the i nf lat ion 
and the i ncreases i n  the cost of l iv ing,  then perhaps 
they could be a l it t le  more lackadais ical  in t h e i r  
act ions i n  regard to deal ing  with inf lat i o n .  But  wages 
h ave i ncreased less i n  this province than in most 
p rovinces. We are the only province with net out­
m i g ration .  And I d i rect your attent ion again to the 
n o r t h e r n  c o n text  o f  G i l la m  and C h u rc h i l l ,  two 
communit ies,  S i r ,  wh ich  are sufferi n g ,  t hose tragic 
effects of out-migration, t h at accompany a loss of  
populat ion and we wi l l  g o  into some detai l  o n  t h at 
t h roughout  t h i s  sess ion a n d  perhaps l ater i n  t h i s  
Throne S peech i f  t i m e  permits. 

But those people who are leavin g  this province, 
Sir,  are not only the northerners but t hey are the 
young and the sk i l led ,  because t hey are the most 
highly mobi le people i n  our  society. They are the 
people who are able t o  leave when the economy 
deteriorates. And we have i n  tact, fami l ies being torn 
apart because th is  government i s  refusing t o  take 
the type of comprehensive, and the type of positive 
action which i t  is  incumbent upon them to take. And 
I d o n ' t  say t h a t  without  spec i f ics  in  m i n d ,  M r .  

Speaker. I had a young man,  a man m y  own age, 
perhaps a l itt le b i t  younger, come t o  my . house the 
other  d ay and say t h at he was having t o  t ravel t o  the 
Yukon t o  get  a job because he 'd  lost  h i s  job in  
northern M anitoba and he was h avin g  t o  leave h i s  
f a m i l y  beh i n d .  

There a r e  very real personal tragedies t h at are 
resu l t ing from this government 's  inab i l ity  to govern.  
A n d  today,  i n  the q uestion perio d ,  and I can assure 
you i n  m a n y  q ue st i o n  p e r i o d s  to f o l l ow a n d  
t h ro u g h o u t  t h i s  S e s s i o n ,  w e  d i sc u s s e d  p l a n t  
d i sc l o s u re s  a n d  l ayoffs . A n d  t hey c o n t i n u e ,  S i r ,  
u n a b at e d . W e  c a n  a g a i n  refer  t o  t h e  n or t h e r n  
context of Thompson,  and t h e  l ayoffs t h at w e  h a d  at 
l nco,  when t h i s  government f irst came in power, a 
s lap i n  the face to t h i s  g overnment,  who had come i n  
power. I remember t h e  rumours t h at circulated a n d  
percolated t h r o u g h  the m i n e  i n  Thompson before the 
last  e l e ct i o n .  They said y o u  k n o w  i f  a N e w  
Democrat ic  Party government i s  elected t o  office i n  
t h e  P ro v i n ce o f  M an i t o b a ,  t h e re w i l l  be m assive 
l ayoffs i n  t h i s  mine.  A n d  we were n ' t  elected. We were 
not elected and there were m assive l ayoffs at l nco. 
A n d  if ,  S i r ,  i f  t h at i s n ' t  a rejec t i o n  o f  t h e  
g overnment 's  po licies, I d o n ' t  know what i s .  B u t  i n  
tact w e  are see i n g  l n co operati o n  i n  Thompson,  
c losed down t h i s  s u mmer,  for  a per iod of  t ime,  
because of the type of economic c l i m ate t h at has 
been c r e a t e d , not o n l y  in t h i s  p r o v i n c e ,  b u t  
throughout t h e  Canadian context. 

S o  they are ignor ing the p l an t  c losures.  They ' re 
refus ing to acknowledge them i n  some i n stances. We 
f ou n d  out t o d ay t h at the M i n i st e r  o f  E co n o m i c  
Development  a n d  the M i n i ster o f  Labour a r e  n o t  
even consult ing o n  a formal basis t o  t ry t o  develop a 
strategy, to protect the interests of Manitoba and t o  
protect the i nterests of the workers involve d .  

S o  we s e e  t h at they d o  very l i t t l e  i n  that  respect. 
A n d  t h o s e  l ayoffs  a n d  c l o s u res a r e  c r e at i n g  
s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o b l e m s ,  s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  S i r ,  t h a t  
extend t h roughout t h e  ent i re economy. A n d  we' ve 
t a lked about  them before, we' l l  t a l k  about  them 
again .  But  I ' l l  te l l  you the Throne S peech d i d  not ta lk  
about them.  The Throne S peech d i d  not  ment ion the 
l ay o f f s .  The T h r o n e  S pe e c h  d i d  n ot m e n t i o n  
measures t h at might  be taken t o  amel iorate some o f  
t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h at a r e  created b y  t h at t y p e  o f  
unemployment.  N o ,  n o ,  S i r ,  t hey a r e  ignor ing i t  a n d  
cont i n u i n g  t o  ignore i t .  

A n d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  q u al i t y  o f  t h i s  province 
cont inues t o  deteriorate, again i t  i s  a problem t h at i s  
not  ent irely of the provincial  government 's  making ,  
but  let them take more positive action than they 
h ave taken.  Let them show more in i t iat ive than t hey 
h ave taken t o  d ate. Let them be more i n novative i n  
their  approach. A n d  t hey refuse that responsib i l ity, 
Sir, and tor t h at we al l  suffer. 

W i t h i n  t h e  w o r k p l ac e s  t h e m s e l ve s ,  w o r k e r s  
c o n t i n u e  t o  s u ff e r  a cc i d e n t s  a n d  o cc u p a t i o n a l  
i l l n esses, a n d  yet w e  h ave a reference t o  workp l ace 
safety a n d  hea l th  in t h e  T h r o n e  S peec h ,  and i t  
consist s  of  o n e  very vagu e  l i ne .  They h ave one l ine ,  
workp l ace safety and heal th  i n  their  Throne S peech,  
M r .  Speaker. A n d  I can suggest t h at t h at on ly  shows 
a lack of  commitment t o  the type of programs which 
are so obviously necessary. 

And we h ave seen the lack of in i t iat ive in respect 
t o  northern problems, S ir .  There h ave been some 
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suggest ions,  and they're l i t t le m o re t han suggestions 
i n  the Throne S peech,  that act ion is  go ing to be 
taken. But ,  i n  fact, they d o  very l i t t le t o  deal with the 
types of problems t h at n o rtherners face, and here I 
wi l l  d i ffer with my earl ier statements. M any of the 
p r o b l e m s  that  n o rt he r n e r s  face are b r o u g h t  on 
because of the provincial  g overnment.  They h ave to 
bear  the responsi b i l ity, because their  t reatment of  
n o rt h e r n  M an it o b a  h a s  i so l ated t h at part  o f  t h e  
province f r o m  t h e  rest o f  t h e  provin ce a n d  h a s  
a l ienated the people i n  northern Mani toba,  t o  a n  
extent t h at h a s  n o t  been seen before for m a n y ,  many 
decades, M r .  Speaker,  a n d  I know of what I ta lk ,  
because these people h ave come to me and t h ey 
h ave t o l d  me about  t hose prob lems a n d  we w i l l  
d i scuss t h a t ,  throughout the debate.  

The l ist  of what they h ave fai led t o  d o ,  the l ist of  
their  fai l ures t o  react positively is  too long for one 
speech b u t  I wanted t o  put o n  the record a series of  
what I consider to be s ignificant problems. 

The g o ve r n m e n t  has o p t i o n s .  lt  has ways of 
dea l i n g  with t hese types o f  p r o b l e m s .  They are 
legis lative i n  n at u re,  some. Some are regu l atory in 
n at u re ;  s o m e  are t h e  d ev e l o p m e n t  o f  s u p p o rt 
m e c h a n i s m s ;  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p o l i c i e s .  Y e t  t h i s  
government,  because of  their  la issez-fa i re atti tude, 
because they are locked i n  an ideolog ical t ime war, 
refuse t o  provide t h at type of  leadersh ip ,  refuse to 
provide progressive p o licies and programs and for 
that we al l  suffer. 

They h ave c o n s istently refused to deve l o p  an 
active interface with society, S i r ,  o n  behalf of  the 
citizens of the province. 

The First M i nister, h is  col leagues o n  the Cabinet 
bench, the members o pposite, s i t  o n  their hands, M r. 
S p e a k e r ,  a n d  w i t h  a T r u d e au - l i k e  s h r u g  of t h e  
sho.u lders,  they cast M a nitobans t o  t h e  w inds o f  
fortune.  They tel l  them t o  rearrange their  pr ior i ties. 
Less fresh food o n  the table.  Less meat o n  the table. 
Let t hem eat less of the good products,  i f  necessary 
let them join the b readl ines; at least the fam i l ies wil l  
b e  together,  i f  w e  are to bel ieve t h e  stories t h at h ave 
been in the media recently.  

Mr.  Speaker, there's a new movie i n  town, o h  I 
don ' t  know how new it is ,  I j ust saw it the other 
night.  l t 's cal led " One Trick Pony" . And what i t  is  
about  is  a rock and rol l  s inger ,  who i s  very popular  
i n  the '60s and i n  the '80s refuses to change h i s  style 
or h is  techn ique and because of that is  d r iven from 
the business because h e  on ly  k new the one tr ick, the 
hard ral!nchy, rock and ro l l  . .  A n d  because he was 
u nwi l l i n g  o r  u n a b l e ,  a s  i t  may b e ,  t o  m eet t h e  
demands of the n e w  audiences of the '80s, h e  had t o  
s t o p  doing w h a t  he k new best. 

T h i s  gover n m e n t ,  S i r ,  i s  a " O n e  T r i c k  P o n y "  
government.  Let the p rivate sector d o  i t ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  
t hey know.  Let the p rivate sector d o  i t .  Don ' t  tamper 
with the engine that fuels the economy, Sir,  and l i k e  
the rock and rol l  singer, because t h e y  refuse to meet 
the challenge of the '80s, an d  if there's one t h i n g  
obvious f r o m  the Throne S peech,  i t  is  t h a t ,  t h e y  d o  
refuse to meet the chal lenge of the ' 8 0 s .  They w i l l  b e  
d riven f r o m  the g overnment.  ( I n terjection)- The 
M i n ister responsible for G overnment Services says, 
oh no, but then let him p rove it ,  Sir. Let him prove it 
by developing the type of  po licy and programs, which 
wi l l  i n  fact meet the type of  problems that we face 
today. 

l t ' s  time, customarily, t o  reflect o n  the events of  
the past year,  and i n  t h i s  case,  th e  past t hree years, 
d u r i n g  a Throne S peech debate.  lt a l l ows u s  the 
opportunity, I hope and I ant ic ipate, M r . Speaker, to  
d i scuss t h at i n  the context of the Throne Speech 
before us.  And I wou ld  l i k e  to, Sir, talk about some 
of the problems t h at they avo id  and d i scuss some 
opt ions and poss ib le  solut ions.  Because while we d o  
n o t  accept what they h ave done,  we d o  be l ieve that 
we can provide them with some i n s i g h t ,  and the 
benefit of  our  advice, and they can reject i t  i f  they 
w i l l  a n d  i f  t he y  w i s h .  B u t  t h e  f a c t  i s  I fee l  
responsi b i l ity t o  provide them with the type of advice 
w h i c h  m ay i n  fact ,  h e l p  t h e m  b e c o m e  a better  
government,  because we are going to h ave t o  l ive 
u n d er t h i s  g o ve r n m e n t  for at l east a few m o r e  
months.  

A n d  I 'd  l i k e  t o  d irect specific attent ion t o  a n u m ber 
of s pecific areas which are i n dicative of t h e  type of  
problems that we face and may provide examples 
and lessons o n  h ow t o  deal with th ose. 

I nf lat ion and wages, of  course, i s  one t h at affects 
every i n d iv idual  in the Province of  Manitoba.  

The health and safety o f  our wo r k e r s  in  t h e  
workplaces, i s  another issue which I t h i n k  should 
bear some d iscussion i n  t h i s  debate. 

The p rotecti o n  of  the environment,  i s  a n other area. 
And of course con dit ions in n o rthern Manitoba is 

a n o t h e r  c o n ce r n  w h i c h  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  b r o u ght 
forward. 

I w i l l  b r ing forward many of t h ese concerns, and 
m y  other col leagues; of course; w i l l  br ing forward 
other concerns because there i s  not enough time i n  
o n e  Throne S peech to address yourself t o  a l l  the 
issues t o  which you might  wish to speak, as the 
M e mber for River Heights i n dicate� i n  his speech.  

B u t  let u s  examine the area of  wages and salaries 
and i nf lat ion very briefly and let us put i t  in a very 
s p e c i f i c  c o n t e x t ,  M r. S pe a k e r ,  a n d  t h at is t he 
m i n i m u m  wage earner, the low wage earner, because 
the test of any g overnment is how it treats the less 
strong segments of i ts society. That i s  a test, and the 
min imum wage earner i s  a classic example because 
they lack economic clout ,  because they are for the 
most part u n o rganized a n d  therefore lack the power 
of the u n i o n  behi n d  them, and for t hose reason s  t hey 
need special attention from the government.  lt is the 
Tor ies t h at have t urned their  back so obviously  o n  
t h e  l ow wage e a r n e r s  i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e .  Because 
w or k i n g  poor,  m i n i m u m  wage earners,  low wage 
earners,  they' re a l l  i n ter-related. You can't  keep the 
m i n i m u m  wage arbitrari ly and artif icial ly low as they 
h ave and not h ave t h at effect extend t h roughout  a l l  
of the low wage economy. 

S i nce Septe m ber 1 st ,  1 97 6  which was t h e  last 
change i n c rease in t h e  m i n i m u m  wage under the 
N ew Democrat ic  Party G overnment,  there has been 
less than a seven percent increase in m i n i m u m  wage 
earn ings for M an i tobans.  But at that same t ime,  
d u r i n g  t h at same per io d ,  t h e  cost  o f  l iv ing h a s  
increased b y  over 40 percent .  So what we see i s  a 
s ignif icant d ro p  i n  the standard of l iv ing .  We see i n  
fact t h e  m i n i m u m  wage earners s uffer a standard o f  
l iv ing t h at is  reduced by a f u l l  one-quarter because 
of the government 's  refusal to provide them with a 
decent wage. They are worse off, Mr.  Speaker,  i n  
b o t h  relative a n d  absolute terms. 

M anitoba has lost i ts p revious standin g  t h at i t  held 
in regard t o  the m i n i m u m  wages in other  provinces, 

1 1 1  
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about which th is  government used to boast I m ight  
add.  They wou ld  say ,  what ' s  the prob lem,  wel l ,  we' re 
th ird or fourth,  but now they're much lower than that ,  
and i n  fact they are gett ing  l ower and l ower as the 
other g overn ments react t o  the needs of l ow wage 
earners and increase their m i n i m u m  wage. 

W h e n  t h e  g o ve r n m e n t  t o o k  o f f i c e ,  S i r ,  t h e  
m i n i m u m  wage as a c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  average 
i n dustrial  wage was close t o  50 percent .  N ow i t 's  
closer to 43 percent ,  so we see the type of burden 
that the government has i mposed upon the low wage 
earners in this province. But they're not the o n ly 
ones to have suffered under a Tory government,  M r .  
Speaker. A l l  working people h ave suffered a loss i n  
real i ncome s ince October 1 ,  1 977 .  

B e c a u s e  o f  the l ow w a g e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  
government combined with t h e  inf lat ionary pressures, 
i t  has been i n s u re d  t h at M an i t o b a  w o r k e r s  are 
unable to mainta in  the standard of l iv ing  t h at t hey 
h ave been used to. I use the period October 1 97 7  to 
J u l y  1 98 0  a s  a stat i s t i c a l  b a s i s  n o t  o u t  o f  
convenience, S i r ,  b u t  because i t  is  n ecessary d u e  t o  
t h e  m e t h o d  o f  k ee p i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  b y  S t a t i s t i c s  
C a n a d a .  D u r i n g  t h at p e r i o d  wages i n c reased b y  
approximately 22 percent ,  pr ices i nc reased by 2 8  
percent ,  a n d  i f  y o u  round the f igures off y o u  h ave a 
d i fference of about five-and-a-half percent .  I n  other 
words,  t here h as been a l os s  o f  f ive-and-a-ha l f  
percent  t o  every w o r k e r  in  th is  p r o v i n ce on a 
stat ist ica l  basis.  That means t h at M an i t o b a n s  are 
l o s i n g  h u n d re d s  o f  d o l l ar s  every year d i re c t l y  
b e c a u se o f  t h e  l o w  w a g e  p h i l os o p h y  o f  t h e  
government members, and i t ' s  part and parcel o f  the 
Tory p h i l o s o p h y ,  S i r ,  t o  k ee p  t h e  wages d ow n  
because t h e y  b e l ieve t h at i n  fact t h ey h av e  t o  
develop a n  artif icial compet i t ion with in  t his  province 
as compared t o  other provinces so they wil l  keep t h e  
wages down,  they ' l l  a l l ow t h e  pr ices t o  i nc rease 
u n i m peded . Such was their g o a l ,  such was t h e i r  
accompl ishment ,  and that is  the reason t h at you see 
the Private Mem bers' Resolut ion o n  the Order Paper 
c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  m i n i m u m  w a g e ,  
because w e  bel ieve i t  i s  t ime that t h e  government 
took some positive action and i f  we can help them to 
take that positive act ion ,  either t h rough persuasion 
or pressure, we wi l l  certain ly do so.  

The issue of wages is  pert inent on ly t o  t hose who 
are lucky enough to be working r ight now, because 
unfortunately i t  i s  a matter of lucl< . ( lnterject ion)­
Wel l ,  the M i nister of G overnment Services tel ls u s  
that i t 's  30 ,000 n e w  jobs s ince the government t o o k  
office. Wel l ,  S ir ,  let ' s  look at the e m ployment l ottery 
that t hey have created with t hose 30,000 new jobs.  
Let ' s  talk about  the past  year, let 's ta lk  about the 
most recent experience that we h ave. I n  the past 
year, M r .  Speaker ,  o n l y  one out of every t h ree 
M a n itobans enter ing the labour  force h ave foun d  
jobs because there was only one j o b  for every t hree 
of them who wanted to work . Those are the facts 
and if they want to d ispute them they can go to 
Statistics Canada. 

Earl ier today I talked about the fact t hat l bel ieve 
that 7 , 000 M a nitobans were out of worl< because i n  
fact they had l ost their  j o b  - j o b  loss. T h e  M i nister 
of Labour stood u p  and he sai d ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t hose 
facts are right. He even used the word f ictit ious and 
he chal lenged me to prove i t  t o  h i m .  Wel l ,  i t  d i d n ' t  
take l o n g ,  a t  least it  d i d n ' t  t a k e  me l o n g ,  S i r ,  I ' m  n o t  

certa in  w h a t  research capacity he h a s .  But i t 's  i n  t h e  
Statistics Canada b u l let in ent itled T h e  Labour Force, 
and i f  you want t o  look at it, Sir, you w i l l  find t h at i n  
October, which i s  t h e  l atest o n e  avai lable t o  u s  and 
i t 's  a fa ir ly  constant f igure so I feel  comfortable i n  
u s i n g  i t  - 8 , 000 M an i t o b a n s  were o u t  o f  w o r k  
because they h a d  lost t h e i r  j o b  o r  t hey were l a i d  off. 
I f  h e  examines the experience of other j u risdict ions 
who h ave done more and better research o n  this 
than t hey h ave felt necessary t o  d o ,  h e  wi l l  f ind out 
that a p p r o x i m at e l y  9 0  percent o f  t h ose are off  
because of a l ayoff, not because they voluntari ly lost 
their  job,  not because they were f i red , but because 
o f  an i nv o l u ntary l ayoff .  T h a t  w o u l d  m e a n  t h a t  
a p p r ox i m at e l y  7 , 20 0  w o r k e r s  i n  M an i t o b a  a r e  
suffe r i n g  u n e m p lo y m e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  type o f  
pol icies which they h ave brought forwar d ,  which h ave 
resu l ted in the bankruptcies, which h ave resulted i n  
t h e  p la n t  c l o s u r e s ,  w h i c h  h ave resu l te d  i n  t h e  
s h u t d owns throughout  i n d u stry,  a n d  t h ey h ave t o  
a c c e p t  resp o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h a t  f i g u r e ,  w h i c h  
approx i m ately equals one-t h i rd o f  t h e  work force, 
which i s  what I tried t o  tell the M i nister earlier today I 
hope he w i l l  read t h i s  speech and f ind that that is  
i ndeed the case, and i f  h e  wishes t o  contradict i t  wel i  
we' l l  h ave t h at d i scussion a t  another t ime.  

Last  year ,  3 ,000 new jobs created i n  M a nitoba.  l t 's  
an abysmal  record, Mr .  S peaker - 3 , 000 new jobs,  
9,000 people enterin g  the labour force, so two out  of  
every t h ree unable t o  f ind their  jobs.  And they boast, 
and they brag, and they puff their  chests and t hey 
ta lk  in proud terms about the job creat ion record 
they h ave. Sir, i t  is  one of the worst in the country .  
That i s  noth ing t o  brag about,  t h at i s  someth ing t o  
be ashamed o f ,  t h at i s  somet h i n g  t o  be e m barrassed 
by, and t h at i s  why I t h i n k  we see them attacking 
personal i ties when they should i n  fact be d i scussing 
the type of problems they are afraid t o  admit  that 
t h ey h ave created t hose types of  p r o b l e m s  -
problems of those magnitudes - and they d o n ' t  
k n ow h ow t o  g e t  out  o f  t h e  b i n d  t h at they put  
t h e m se l v e s  in  b e c a u se o f  t h e i r  l a i ssez- f a i r e  
dependence upon the pr ivate sector,  S i r .  

M a n itoba cou l d n ' t  even r ide the national  wave i n  
regard t o  j o b  creation a n d  that 's  w h y  Manitobans 
are moving out of t h i s  province because i t ' s  better in 
other provinces.  i t 's  better eco n o m ic a l l y  and i t ' s  
better social ly.  T h e  j o b s  aren ' t  here, S i r ;  t h e  wages 
a r e n ' t  h e r e ;  t he y ' re  n o t  a b l e  to k e e p  u p  t h e i r  
standard o f  l iv ing i n  t h i s  province. So w e  h ave a 
deplorable record of jpb creat ion .  We w i l l  be ta lk ing 
about t h at record , and i n  specific p lant c losures. We 
want t o  d iscuss in a r at i o n a l  and rea l ist ic  wav, 
b e c a u s e  w e  h o p e  to b e  a b l e  to p e r s u a d e  t he 
government i n  t h i s  regard to the problems t h at are 
created by p l ant  closures for both the economy and 
for the i n d ividuals.  The closures pose an interesting  
prob lem o r  an i nteresting  q uest ion I should say. 

I f  the Alcan project, which t hey h ave talked about 
i n  t h e  Throne S peech i s  a mega p r oject as the 
Throne S peech and the words that  h ave been 
uttered out  o·i  t h i s  C h a m b e r  b y  the m e m b e r s  
o p po s i t e  a r e  c orrect , b e c a u se 7 0 0  d i re c t  
m a n u f a ct u r i n g  j o b s  a r e  g a i n e d .  I f  t h e  p o t a s h  
d e ve l o p m e n t  i s  a m e g a  p ro j e c t  b e c a u s e  4 0 0  
permanent j o b s ,  - and l e t  me j ust i nterject here. 
M r .  S peaker ,  we h ave learned t h a t  no j o b s  are 
permanent - but i f  400 long-term jobs are created, 
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if t hey are, so isn ' t  that correspond i ngly the closure 
of Swift ' s  or the Tr ibune or M ap l e  Leaf M i l ls ,  and the 
massive l ayoffs i n  the const ructio n  i n d u stry, becau se 
of their  po licies, mega closures. If one is a mega 
p r oject  b e c a u se of t h e  n u m b e r s  i nv o lv ed ,  i s  
somet h i n g  else that i s  o f  the same magnitude not a 
m e g a  c l os u r e ,  S i r ?  I a s k  you t h at t h e  q uest i o n  
because i t  is a pert inent question , because there i s  
n o  reference t o  the closures i n  t h e  Throne Speech 
nor i s  t here any reference about what they want to 
d o  about it, what they intend t o  do about it. I don't  
t h i n k  they should inc lude i n the Throne S peech t hei r  
fai l u res, bu t  I t h i nk they should at least inc lude their  
ideas o n  h ow they're going t o  deal  with t hose fail u res 
an d  we see noth ing. 

The record must be clear, Sir .  We are not o pposed 
to i n d u st r i a l  d e v el o p m e n t  on t h i s  s i d e ,  a s  a n  
opposition  o r  a s  a government welcome i n dustries 
an d  resultant jobs provided that t hey comply with 
commonly accepted health and safety, environ mental 
and societal standards,  and I t h i n k  the g overnmen t  
mem bers d o  the s a m e .  I don't t h i n k  they w a n t  jobs 
that are not i n  th e  best  i nterests of a l l  M anitobans ,  
whether t hey w o r k  i.n a p l ant  o r  l ive a r o u n d  the plant .  
So i f  i n  fact t hose jobs comply with those cr iteria ,  
the record m ust be c lear t h at we d o  i n  fact support 
them. We would  l i ke t o  see them proceeded with i n  
d ifferent ways from t ime t o  t ime,  b u t  w e  a r e  n o t  ant i­
i n d u str ia l  development,  but our  concern goes beyond 
that, Sir. We are concerned t hat they may not come 
t o  pass and I t h i n k  we have every reason t o  be so 
concerned given the record of the government, b ut 
we a r e  a l s o  f e a r fu l  t h a t  t h e  g ove r n m e n t  is s o  
desperate at t h i s  point i n  their  tenure f o r  a n y  sort o f  
i n dustrial  activity t h at t hey are wi l l ing  to  accept any 
sort of bargain , any contract. I ' l l  tel l  you i n d u stry i s  
aware of t h e i r  desperat ion ,  S i r ,  and they are dr iv ing 
the type of  h ard bargains an d  that concerns u s .  S o  
w e  a r e  fearfu l  t h at they m ay i n  fact b e  se l l ing  o ut 
Manitoba potent ia l  for the sake of a few jobs to 
balance an equat ion sheet which they fee l  wi l l  get 
them re-elected . 

S i r ,  I t h i n k  the mega p rojects are really beggar 
projects.  I t h i n k  they' re going on thei r  h an d s  and 
k nees t o  i n d u st ry and beg g i n g  for anyt h i n g ,  a n d  
when t hey d o  th at t hey a r e  n o t  d oing t h at w i t h  t h e  
best in terests of y o u  a nd I a n d  the people of th is 
province in m i n d .  They ' re d oi n g  t hat i n  their  own 
best i nterests because they t h in k  i t ' l l  gain them an 
elect ion which i t  w i l l  not .  There i s  a govern m ent on 
the ropes and we k now i t' s · on the ropes, Sir ,  an d  the 
industry knows i t ' s  o n  the ropes. S o  let  u s  make th is  
assurance t o  the p u bl ic ,  S i r ,  t h at we wi l l  i n  fact be 
supportive of their measures where deserved, bu t  we 
wi l l  be crit ical when necessary and we wi l l  operate 
with the best i nterests of all M anltobans at heart and 
at hand.  

I ' d  l ike  to address i n  specific what has happened 
and what has not happened in northern Manitoba i n  
t h e  past three years, M r .  Speaker, because i f  t i mes 
h ave been hard for the wage earner and a person 
wants a job, an d  i f  t imes h ave been hard for the 
small business owner which we h ave seen, and i f  
t i m e s  h ave been hard for the farme( and t he 
pensioner under t his  government, then t imes h ave 
been un bearable by comparat ive standard s  for the 
pe o p l e  of n o rt h e r n  M a n i t o b a .  A n d  t h e T h r o n e  
S peech d oes very l ittle t o  redress the legitimate 

g rievances of northerners. ( Interjection)- Wel l , the 
M in i ster for Government Services says, " Do I want 
them t o  b e  able to heat their homes, do I wan t  t o  be 
a b l e  to see l ow e r  e nergy c osts in n or t h e rn 
M an i t o ba ? " I n d ee d  I d o  a n d  I ' d  l i ke t o  m ak e  
reference t o  that p ipel ine, the Trans Canada P i pel ine,  
whic h  t hey talk about,  which wi l l  supply nat u ra l  gas 
service t o  Th o mps o n  and southern and n o rt her n  
M anitoba com m u n ities, i f  we a r e  to bel ieve wbat they 
say i n  the Throne Speec h ;  if it is to come to pass 
and t h at ' s  a big "if" which ci rcul ates t h roughout t he 
T h rone Speech .  ( Interjection)- The M i nister asks, 
" H as h e  ever let us down? "  - I d o n 't bel ieve it ' s  
necessary t o  a n swer t h a t  q uest i o n .  But  we d o 
welcome any reduction i n  energy costs,  in heating 
costs,  b u t  we reserve t h e  r i g h t  t o  q ue st i o n  t h i s  
method of  accompl ish ing t h at reduct ion .  We want t o  
see some facts; w e  want t o  see some f igures; we 
want to see studies, cost benefit analysis; we want to 
be able to make th e  d eci sion on ou r  own , if i n fact 
t h i s  is the most economical and t he b est way to g o  
a b o u t  i t .  We w i l l  b e  d e m a n d i n g t h at s o r t  o f  
i nformat ion a n d  I h ope th at t h e  govern m e n t  can 
provide i t .  We com mend the I ni t iat ive b u t  we are 
going to reserve judgment o n  th e  m ethodology. 

I wil l  t ake another opport u n ity because I see my 
t i m e  is g et t i n g  s h o r t  to t a l k  to t h e  M i n is te r  
responsible for M H RC about t h e  supply of  propane 
t o  the community of Churc hi l l  because that i s  an 
area which demonstrates t h at g overnment does not 
a lways h ave t he best i nterests of the people of th e  
community at heart, and we w i l l  t a l k  a b o u t  that . 

The M i nister of Transportat ion ta lked about the 
boom i n  m i n i ng activity in the Lynn Lake area and 
i ndeed t here i s  explorat i o n  and indeed t here Is talk 
about a new m i ne comi ng i n  there, the Agassiz gold 
m i ne ,  but  I t h i n k  the M i n i ster of  Transportat ion i f  he 
wants to see th at activity, should ho p  i n  h i s  car and 
dr ive that Thompson t o  Lynn Lake road t o  see what 
that' s  about.  That should concern h i m  because th is  
gover nment h as done so very l i t t le  t o  i m prove the 
road condi t ions in  northern  M a nitoba, that  i t  i s  
n ecessary for  h i m  t o  s e e  f i rs t h a nd , t he t y p e  o f  
deplorable roads which a r e  exist ing  i n  t h at part o f  
t he province today.  We expect acti on o n  i t ;  perhaps, 
not  from t h at government but we d o  expect action 
soon after the change i n  g overnment,  Sir .  · W e  w a n t  to t a l k  a bo u t  m a n y  o f  t he o t h e r  
problems, and we wi l l ,  facing northerners because 
they refuse to t a l k  a b out them .  The problem i n 
supplying d octors to com m u n ities, the problems they 
a r e  e x p e r i en c i n g  i n  t h e N or t h e r n  P at ie n t  
Transportation P rogram, the i nc reased a irfare and 
reduce d  schedules of f l ights  in t h e  comm u nit ies.  
The ir  hydro pol ic ies,  we have less of a commitment 
in t his year's Throne Speecb for hydr o  development 
than we had i n the past two Throne Speeches.  They 
are coveri n g  their  bets. They are covering th ei r  bets 
because t hey are worried, Mr. Speaker. In the coup le  
of  m i n utes t h at are  availab le  to m e  I want to  assure 
you t h at we wil l  be d iscussi ng these i n detai l  by 
resolut i o n , by debates such as th is . during t h e  
q uestion perio d .  W e  w i l l  be br ing ing n o t  on ly . th e  
concerns f o r  it but we will be br inging forward our 
i deas an d  our  suggestions,  

In closin g ,  Mr.  Speaker,  I woul d  lik e  t o  show you a 
wine glass that I h ave brought . . . 

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order please. Exhibits are 
not allowed in the Chamber .  
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MR. COWAN: M r .  Speaker, I would l i k e  to tel l  you 
about a wine g l ass that I came across recent ly and i t  
is  a w i n e  g lass that has i n scribed i n  i t  i n  one area 
"Win i n  '77" and on the other area i t  says, M r. 
Speaker, "We can oiler a gentle government based 
o n  common sense " ,  and signed by Ster l ing  Lyon .  
Wel l ,  S i r ,  i f  they h ave offered u s  anyt h i n g ,  i t  i s  n o t  a 
g overnment b ased o n  - ( I n terject i o n ) - a g e n t l e  
g overnment.  The l ast t h i n g  t h i s  h a s  been is  a gentle 
gove r n m e n t .  A govern m e n t  w h i c h  has a l i e n a t e d  
a lmost every progressive segment of the society and 
every part  of the society that wants t o  see a better 
M anitoba because t hey refused to take act i o n .  The 
people of this province, having s ipped from t h at wine 
g l ass i n  ' 7 7 ,  S ir ,  and h aving suffered the l ast t hree 
years of broken promises,  broken pledges and a 
deteriorat ing economy wi l l  h ave to make a decision 
soon whether once aga i n  t o  take a d r i n k  of  the 
heady wine t h at the First M i ni ster offered them in 
'77.  I suggest to you , S i r ,  t h at once bitten, twice shy,  
they wi l l  be far more prone t o  put  back i n  p l ace a 
New Democratic Party government  t h at has t h e i r  
best i nterests i n  m i n d  and wi l l  a c t  positively and 
forceful ly  t o  cont inue the type of progress which we 
were able to accompl ish  u n der  our a d m i nistrat ion 
previously.  

M R .  S P E A K E R :  The H on o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Emerson. 

MR. AlBERT DRIEDGEIR: Thank you,  Mr. Speaker. 
I wish to express my appreciat ion  for being able to 
join i n  Throne S peech Debate. I wish t o  compl iment 
t h e  M over and Sec o n d e r  on their  part icat i o n  i n  
moving the Throne S peec h .  M r .  S peaker, I also wish 
t o  c o m p l i ment  you in your  cont inued posit ion as 
Speaker of t h e  H ouse.  After t h e  drama t h at we 
experienced here yesterday, I would ass u m e  t h at 
everyth ing  wi l l  look a lot  easier for you after t h i s  and 
I would expect t h at you w i l l  be ru l ing  again i n  your 
usual  creditable way i n  g iv ing u s  g u i d ance i n  th is 
H ouse. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I would l ike  t o  i n d icate my strong 
s u p p o rt for  the Throne S peech t h at was t a b l e d  
before th is  H ouse. I d o  not h ave the a b i l ity of the 
f lowery d i alogue that  the M e mber for C h u rch i l l  h as 
and m aybe saying many words and not sayin g  very 
much substance. H owever,  M r .  Speaker, when he 
ta lked,  the Member for C h u rc hi l l  made reference to 
the Throne S peec h ' s  empty document.  I woul d  l i k e  to 
make reference to the speech by the Leader of the 
Opposit ion,  the reply t o  the Throne S peech,  and in  
my opin ion t h at was a very empty document t h at 
was written into the record . 

M r .  Speaker, the Leader of the Opposit ion i n  h i s  
one-and-a-half  h o u r  d ia l o g u e  i n  t h i s  H o u se h e r e  
m a d e  refe r e n c e  t o  b r o k e n  p r o m i se s  o f  t h e  
Conservative government a n d  t h at t h e  people i n  the 
province and specifical ly i n  the Emerson constituency 
as he referred to from t ime to t ime,  were u n h appy.  I 
would l ike to relate some of the positive th ings t h at 
have happened since our  government took over i n  
' 7 7 .  I want t o ,  because o f  t h e  lack of pol icy real ly 
that the Leader of the Opposit ion i n dicated at t h at 
t ime,  I woul d  l ike  to wonder and ask h i m  whether 
t hese are things that they wil l  re-im plement again .  
For example, n u m ber one, and I have a l ist ,  M r .  
Speaker, I want to get them o n  to t h e  record: the 
removal of the state tax, are t hey going t o  br ing t h at 

back i n ?  The removal of the m ineral acreage tax, are 
you br ing ing that back in aga in?  There are smal ler 
items, l ike the bai l i n g  out of the W hitemouth Co­
o perative which was a company t h at '!llas formed 
through the p revious government where they sort of 
sucked in 1 2  farmers to o pe rate a g razi n g  co­
operative. When t hey had them into hock u p  t o  their 
eyebal ls ,  then we f inal ly had t o  step i n  and bai l  them 
out.  I ' m  referr ing t o  i tems that happened i n  m y  
constituency and the effect i t  has had t here. A r e  you 
going t o  i ncrease the personal i ncome tax, the smal l  
bus iness corporate tax? A re t hese th ings t h at you 
are going t o  i ncrease again?  There was very l i t t le 
ment ion of any policy i n  your reply t o  the Throne 
Speech.  I n  fact ,  I wonder how you are going t o  be 
fac ing the people without a po licy i n  the next elect ion 
which could be coming soon.  

The other th ing  t h at I would l i k e  t o  ment ion here, 
the removal  of  the y o k e  of  the Beef Assurance 
Program.  The Leader of the Opposit ion is  getting  
excited when we ta lk  of elect ion and he wel l  shou l d .  
H e  wel l  should be excited because t h at w i l l  probably 
be the termination of h i s  term i n  office. But  I want t o  
just refer b a c k  again  t o  t h e  Beef Assurance Program 
t h at was establ ished by the then previous M i nister of 
Agriculture and I referred t o  i t  as a yoke and i t  was a 
"yoke" aroun d  the beef farmers of M anitoba.  We 
struggled with this thing for a lmost two years before 
we f inal ly  got t h at yoke off their  backs. 

The t h i n g s  t h a t  I w a n t e d  to c o m p l i m e n t  o u r  
government,  o u r  . M i n i sters with ,  i s  t h e  hand l ing  o f  the 
f lood program last  spr ing i n  '79,  and t h i s  year  we 
were faced with the drought prob lem.  In  both cases, 
proper p rograms had been set up; they h ave dealt 
with the i ssues wel l .  The one problem we've h ad with 
t h e  d rought  program i s  t h at the feds decided to 
jump into  t h i s  program and d i d  a very capable job of 
screwing i t  up. I want t o  clarify t h at t o  some degree. 
When we i n i t i ated the Feed Assistance Program, 
f irst,  the  feds said they wouid participate, then they 
withd raw and say they won't .  Then they want to set 
up their  own program; then they come up and say 
they w i l l  offer every da i ry farmer 1 40 per cow for 
assistance and every beef farmer 7 0  lor a cow. R ight  
now,  where we're at  i s  at 7 0  per d airy  cow, 7 0  
percent of the h e r d  t h at they w i l l  keep. One farmer 
gets i t  and the next one gets refused, side by s ide.  
The next one gets i t  again ,  the next one gets refused 
and t h i s  i s  being handled i ncidental ly t h rough P F RA 
and for the federal government.  The farmers and I ' m  
sure t h e  members - m i n d  you, there aren' t  very 
many rural  members o n  your side of  the H ouse, but  
t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  t h e re - m us t  r e a l ize  what i s  
h a p p e n i n g  as wel l .  Why h a ve n ' t  y o u  r a i s e d  t h e  
question i n  the House t i l l  now? The M e m ber for Ste. 
Rose sits there and looks i n n ocent.  I 'm sure you 
h ave the same situations i n  your area as I h ave in 
m i ne but  you have not spoken u p  o n  the matter. 

Another positive t h i n g ,  Mr. S peaker, the sale of 
Crown l a n d s '  p o l i c y  t h at w e  h ave had t h at we 
presented t o  the leaseho lders of  the province t h at 
are l e a s i n g  Crown l a n d s .  Are y o u  g o i n g  t o  b e  
cancel l ing  t h at program as wel l ?  I f  you i ntend t o  
cance l  i t ,  t h e n  y o u  s h o u l d  i n d icate t h a t  t o  t h e  
m unicipal  people i n  the l o c a l  g overnment d i str ict s  
t h at you p lan t o  cancel  the s a l e  of Crown l a n d s .  

T h e n  we have the f a m o u s  r o l e  of MACC u n d e r  
your government ,  when you c h a n g e d  t h e  role of  
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M a n it o b a  A g r i c u l t u r a l  C re d i t  C o r p o r a t i o n  f r o m  
borrowing money f o r  young farmers to buying u p  the 
farmlands of Manitoba.  ( Interject ion)- State farms 
is  exactly, Are we going t o  g o  back to that program? 
A re you going t o  be promising this in your elect ion 
promises next  t ime aroun d ?  What our  M i nister of  
Agriculture has done,  h e  has changed the ro le  of  
M AC C  around t o  t h e  point  where we don' t  b u y  
farmlands,  w e  s e l l  farmlands,  back t o  the farmers 
where i t  belongs and we b orrow them the m oney for 
that.  We g ive the young farmers a chance t o  start o n  
t h e i r  own , i n stead of leas ing  i t  a l most l i k e  i n  the 
Communist countries of Russ ia  where you get  a l i t t le 
p lot and you work it 

N ow, B i l l  86,  the Member for l nkster' s  favo urite 
Bi lL One thing I h ave t o  say for the M e m be r  for 
l nkster, at least he is  h onest in h is opin ions which 
most of you people are not You d o  n o t  i n d icate your 
true feel ings ;  you d o  not te l l  the people t h at you are 
going to re-im p lement some of t hese th ings but  the 
Member for l nkster i n dicated dur ing  B i l l  86,  he says, 
"The Crown should buy the land,  the farmer's p l ace 
and then lease i t  t o  them because of the h i g h  capital 
cost: •  At least we k now where he stands .  I d o n ' t  
agree w i t h  i t  but  a t  least he states h i s  o p i n i o n s  o n  
that B i l l  86 a n d  I ' m  sorry t h at - f o u r  members,  
rural mem bers, there i s  on ly  one rural member here 
but that the crit ic for Agricul ture i s  not here. You 
people voted against B i l l  86 .  

MR. D E P U T Y  S P E A K IE R ,  J.  Wal ly  M c K e n z i e  
(Roblin) :  T h e  H o n ourable f o r  Ste. Rose o n  a point  
of order. 

!l.�R. A . R .  ( Pe t e )  ADMfi: d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  
p a r l i amentary t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  a b sence o f  a 
m e m b e r  f r o m  t h e  H ou s e .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a n  
u n par liamentary remark. 

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The point  is wel l  taken.  
The Honourable Member for Emerson. 

M R .  D R I !E D G E R :  My a p o l o g i e s ,  M r .  S pe a k e r . 
Coming back to B i l l  86,  it was a traumatic move 
made by the M i ni ster of Agricul ture ,  a g utsy m ove, 
and you voted against it You voted against i t  and 
when you come to the rura l  hust ings at the next 
e lect i o n ,  we w i l l  remi n d  you and the p eo p l e  w i l l  
remi n d  y o u  and w e  wi l l  ret u r n .  I ' m  st i l l  g o i n g  o n  the 
i t e m s  based o n  t h e  Leader  o f  the O p p o si t i o n ' s  
statement t h at " b roken promises " .  We're just go ing 
d own the l i n e  of the t h ings t h at h ave happened on 
the positive s ide.  We h ave a land-clearin g  program in  
the southeast, an i n tra-subsidized program. We h ave 
over  3 0 0 - a n d - s o m e - o d d  a p p l i c at i o n s  i n  m y  
constituency a lone for  t h e  clearin g  o f  lands ,  yes, 
brushing, b reaking .  

A I\II E M B IE R :  W h y  a r e  t he r e  s o  many p e o p l e  
u nhappy i n  your constituency? Everyth i n g  is so much 
_ , _ t here i s  so much sunshine , _ , 

Ml't iJRIEDGE!i: Well ,  we' l l  get to t h at The t ime i s  
coming,  the t ime i s  c o m i n g  and I w i l l  expla in .  But  
what  has happened i n  the southeast constituency, 
eight years of your government with your members 
sitting there and you ignored i t .  Finally, you can ask 
the p e o p l e  t h e m se lves and I ' ve a t t e n d e d  m a n y  
m eet i n g s  o u t  t h e r e .  F i n a l l y  t h e re i s  t h e  pos i t ive 
reaction happening i n  the southeast 

Another t h i n g ,  the M i nister of Agriculture a l lowed , 
he a l lowed the beef producers to form their  own 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n st e a d  of t h e  h e avy h a n d  of 
g overnment the way you l i k e  it, they establ ished their  
own. We h ave now the Catt le  Producers Associat ion 
in p l ace, you don't  hear the g r u m b l i ng s  anymore.  
There i s  peace i n  the agr icultura l  front .  

Now a n  i tem of major  nature in t h e  southeast 
corner,  the  Agro-Man Agreement with the S PADA 
group.  S PADA,  i ncidental ly,  I mentioned i t  before. l t 's  
the S t u a rt b u r n - P i n e y  A g r i c u l t u r a l  D e ve l o p m e n t  
A s s o c i at i o n ,  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h em s e l ve s .  N o  
government i nvolved, W h at t hey h ave done though,  
t h ey h ave p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  fede r a l  and p r o v i n c i al 
money i n  t h e  operat ion  of it but  they established o n  
the ir  own. They h ave over 20 projects related t o  the 
area i n  terms of cash crops ,  l and-clearin g  programs, 
etc. Hey, they don't need anybody of  u s  there. They 
are look ing after themselves. 

A n other item of major nature in m y  constituency 
a n d  some of these h ave affected the total  province. 
Some h ave affected maybe m y  constituency m o re 
than others. The M i nister of Educat i o n ' s  Tax Rebate 
Program.  W o u l d  you be l ieve that in !he L G D  of 
Stuartburn ,  68 percent of  the people do not  pay 1 .00 
tax, 68 percent d o  not pay 1 .00 tax a n d  members 
opposite yel l  of the h i g h  t axes and t h at i s  nothi n g  
compared t o  w h a t  i s  c o m i n g  w h e n  the M i ni ster o f  
Education f i nishes w i t h  h i s  program t h i s  year. 

Mr. Speaker, there are many of  t hese items t h at I 
cou ld  go on and on and o n .  When t h e  Leader of t h e  
Opposit ion ta lks of  broken promises, you k n ow,  w e  
could g o  o n  w i t h  i n c l u d i n g  roads, the v i l lage of St 
M a l o .  Fourteen years they asked t o  h ave their  t reats 
p aved in town. We completed a program t h i s  year. 
( I n terjecti o n ) - He says, I ' m  h a ppy, Schools ,  low 
r e n t a l  b ui l d i n g s  for t h e  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s ,  a r senic, 
removaL The Member for l nkster wel l  remembers 
t h aL We f ina l ly  came t o  head with that. I ' m  not 
say ing t h at h e  d i d n ' t  t ry at his t ime but  we f inal ly 
accom p l ished i t  There are t h i n g s  l ike sewer and 
water i n stal lat ions i n  communit ies, specifical ly i n  my 
hometown where sewer a n d  water was i nstal led by 
the previous g overnment and we had t o  reinstal l  the  
whole th ing  because of  the way i t  was hand led at  
that t ime.  

Mr .  Speaker, the Leader o f  the Opposit ion says 
t h at people in Emerson are u nhappy and I wish to 
deal with t hree specific points t h at he raised d u ri n g  
the nominat ion of  the N D P  i n  the v i llage of  St M a l o .  
" T h e  p o o r  q u al i ty of the opposit ion" ,  h e  states, "wil l  
p u t  their  boots t o  Ster l ing Lyo n : '  That br ings a n  
i s s u e  t o  m i n d  r i g h t  n o w  a s  t o  t h e  q u al i t y  o f  
leadershi p  which I w i l l  touch o n  a l i t t le later. 

l t ' s  s t a t e d  h e r e ,  " Paw l ey c r i t i ci z e d  t h e  
C o n servat i ve s  f o r '  f r e ez i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
pers o n a l  care h om e s ,  w h i l e  spend i n g  m o n ey o n  
constant and repeated T V  advertiz in g ,  such as a d  
shows " ,  etc. etc . ,  y o u  k now. " T h e  N D P  government 
would resume construct ion of care h omes : ·  Y ou ' re 
late. You' re late. The M i n ister of Health has i n d i cated 
t h a t  we h av e  840 b e d s ,  en r o u t e ,  e it h e r  i n  
construction o r  being - ( Interject ion)- they know 
t h at A b u dget of 30 mi l l ion i s  s l ated for personal 
care homes. 

N ow I want t o  just relate a few m o re facts. You 
talk of, you k n ow, oh pardon me, I ' ve got to cover 
t h i s  a l i t t l e  b i t .  T h e  Lead e r  of t h e  O p p o s i t i o n  
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i n d icated t h at they w o u l d  l o o k  after t h e  sen i o r  
cit izens with tender loving care. Tender loving care. 
In 1 97 7 ,  the l ast year they were i n  power, t hey spent 
52,994,000 o n  loving care. In 1 979-80, this i s  on 
operat ions,  our  government,  spent 68,835,000 and 
it's gone u p  to 78 m i l l i o n  now, i n  tender l ovin g  care. 
What l< i n d  of tender loving care are you going to 
give? You, you spent half the m oney in the personal 
care homes t h at we h ave. 

F u r t h e r  reference,  M r .  S p e a k e r ,  "A N e w  
Democrat ic  G overn m e n t  w o u l d  a l s o  t i g h t e n  t h e  
Farmlands P rotect ion Act, which h a s  been l oosened 
by the Conservatives" ,  Pawley sai d .  "He promised 
the N D P  w o u l d  e n s u r e  the p r o v i n ce ' s  f a r m l a n d  
r e m a i n s  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of  M an i t o b a n s . "  Wel l ,  M r .  
Speaker, i n  1 978,  o u r  present M i nister o f  Agricul ture 
t i g h t e n e d  u p  t h e  F a r m l a n d s  P rotect i o n  A c t .  W e  
reduced i t  from 1 60 acres o f  n on-foreign owners h i p  
to 20 acres and that is  cal led u p  loosening u p  i n  
t h e i r  minds.  

M r .  Speaker, i t  worries me a l i t t le b i t  when the 
Leader of the Opposit ion , whom I a l most a lways 
thought he was a relatively reputable man, and stuck 
to the facts the way t hey were, you k n ow i t  m u st be 
frustration t h at i t  is  lead i n g  h i m  t o  d i stort the facts.  l t  
m ust be m oves of desperat ion .  

M r .  Speaker, I have a few more th ings  here that I 
want to relate to .  There has been ment ion made by 
the Leader of the Opposit ion and members i n  the 
back a b o u t  the o u t - m i g r at i o n  o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  
M anitoba.  Yes there i s .  U nfortun ately t here i s .  The 
f igures are bandied aroun d  by the economist from 
Brando n ,  who says,  17 thousand,  1 7- i /2 thousand,  I 
d o n ' t  k n ow what it is ,  and t h at out-migration u n t i l  
October of th is  year basical ly w o r k s  out t o  3- 1 12 
thousand u nfort u n ately, but ,  M r .  Speaker, they wi l l  
b e  coming back when we adhere t o  t h e  Throne 
S peech the way i t  was read, with the i n d u stries t h at 
are going to be establ ished they wi l l  be coming back. 

I n te r e st i n g  p o i n t s  t h a t  t h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  
O p p o s i t i o n  r a i se d ,  t h i s  w a s  a t  t h e  n o m i n at i o n  
meet ing ,  I ' m  sti l l  referr ing - to that .  I ' m  sensitive about 
that ,  because when a man of h i s  nature comes i n  
there and m isrepresents facts I get very nervous.  i t  
s t a t e s  h e r e ,  " T h e  p r o v i n c e  h as e x p e r i e n ce d  a 
populat ion drop for two consecutive years and there 
has not been an addit ional  job created in the past 
year, he charged. "  The Member !or C h u rc hi l l  h i m self  
stated 3,000 jobs h ave been created . The facts are 
what bothers me. When you come out there, S i r ,  -
p a r d o n  m e ,  M r .  S pe a k e r ,  I s h o u l d  a d d ress t h e  
r e m a r k s  t o  y o u  - w h e n  t h e  L e a d e r  o f  t h e  
O pposit ion comes o u t  there a n d  m i s d irects facts 
h o p i n g  to win p o p u l ar i t y  in the c o n s t i tu e n c y  of 
Emerson - ( I nterject i o n ) - Ah, he says t h ey are 
u n h appy. We wil l  make them happy,  Mr. Speaker, 
they wil l  win the election for u s  aga i n .  

M r .  Speaker,  i t  has b e e n  u nfort u n ate t h at the 
eco n o m i c  cond i t ions  across N orth  A me r i ca h ave 
created problems,  the h i g h  i nterest rates -- t h e  
M i n i ster of F inance is  i n  the east r i g h t  n ow hoping t o  
maybe h e l p  resolve s o m e  of i t  - The h i g h  i nterest 
rates affect every smal l  businessman,  every farmer, 
we k now that.  The Leader of the Opposition would 
l ike t o  contribute t hat to our  party here, p rovinc ia l ly ,  
a s  i f  we c o n t r o l  the w h o l e  e c o n o m y  o f  N or t h  
America. 

Reference is  made to businesses t h at g o  bankrupt .  
I had a funny thought the other day, M r .  Speaker. I 

a lmost got the i m p ression t h at they were, you k n ow,  
frustrated that they were not i n  power because with  
a l l  t hese b u s i n esses going b r o k e ,  t hey c o u l d  b e  
b u y i n g  them a l l  u p ,  y o u  k n ow.  I t h i n k  the i n dicat ion 
sti l l  comes from the Mem ber for Brandon East  t h at 
t h e  m o m e n t  s o m e b o d y ' s  i n  t r o u b l e ,  g overn m e n t  
j u m p  i n ,  buy h i m  u p .  T h a t ' s  the i mpression he !eft 
with me today.  When Swifts was in trouble,  what d i d  
t hey i n d icate? Buy i t  u p .  That 's what put  y o u  g uys 
out of g overnment t o  begi n  with ,  messing i n  pr ivate 
business. 

Mr. Speaker, I ' d  l ike t o  take this opportunity whi le  
we' re ta lk ing a l i tt le b it  of p h i l osphy; ours i s  d ifferent 
t h a n  yours ,  and that i s  the w ay it s h o u l d  b e  I 
s u ppose. I h ave a l i t t le item t h at I ' d  l i k e  to read into 
the record here.  i t ' s  written by a B o b  Hesk i th  f rom 
Toronto o n  N ovember 6 ,  and i t  states, "We are o n  
an ant i-bus iness binge.  Every corporate m istake i s  
b e i n g  u n d erl ined f r o m  a d efective c a n  of  t u n a  t o  an 
o i l  spi l l .  Large companies leap t o  their  own defence 
against accusat ions in the pub l ic  m i n d  t h at are not 
m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  excuses for stow t ec h no l o g ica l  
advance. The crusade against  business i s  o bscure 
and unfair campaign t h at i s  hurting the pub l ic .  The 
deficiencies of business are noth ing when compared 
t o  the excesses of u n io n s  with a monopol ist ic power 
t o  paralyze, d epr ive customers and choke cit ies,  
transportation systems and mai l  de livery . "  

H e  g oes o n .  I won' t  read the whole t h i n g ,  just 
certa in  items here.  "There i s  n o  evidence t h at a sh i ft 
to socia l ist  o r  maxim u m  regu l at i o n  society would 
make people any wealth ier o r  happier. Replacing big 
business with b ig  government i s  h ardly a progressive 
step. In country after country economic controls and 
national ization h ave been d isastrous,  yet  the b ig  anti­
bus iness l i e  f inds acceptance, and this i s  the one 
t h at they 're us ing.  I nc reases i n  wealth i n  t h i s  country 
h ave resu l ted because of activity by business and 
i n d iv iduals ,  not government.  G overnment can't  even 
g uarantee the del ivery of letters. G overnment i s  top­
heavy with waste and b u reaucratic over- k i l l .  Can 
gover n m e n t  real ly  expect to do a better job of 
developing resources" - A n d  t h i s  is  for the Member 
for l n k st e r .  " t h a n  c o m p a n i es w i t h  y e a r s  o f  
experience a n d  expert ise . "  I was hoping somebody 
woul d  say, wel l  woul d  you want t o  me t h at paper. I 
w i l l  anyway. lt ends u p  with ,  " M y  fr iends w i l l  te l l  you 
t h at I ' m  not a capital ist ic creature."  this is  the writer, 
" T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  h as n e v e r  p re s e n t e d  i t s e l f ,  
h owever ,  t h at d oesn't  s t o p  me from shuddering a t  
t h e  t h o u g h t  w h e r e  t h e  c o u n t ry w o u l d  b e  i f  b i g  
business was r u n  by government.  There woul d  s ix 
c a s h i e r s  i n st e a d  o f  one a t  every s u p e r m a r k et 
checkout counter, which would mean it would not 
on ly  cost u s  more money,  but  would take a he l l  of a 
lot  longer to pay for i t ,  an aggravation t h at none of 
u s  n e ed . "  - ( I n t e rj e ct i o n ) - Who wrote it? B o b  
H e s k i t h  o f  R a d i o  S t at i o n  C F R B ,  T o r o n t o .  
( I n te r j e c t i o n ) - Y e s ,  y e s , M r .  S pe a k e r ,  I w a s  
ant ic ipat i n g  that  a n d  h o p i n g  f o r  t h a t ,  a n d  i f  i t ' s  
poss ib le  I ' d  l i k e  t o  h ave everyone of  them h ave a 
copy. 

Mr. Speaker, some personal comments t h at I ' d  l ike  
to make_  We h ave a young country here. We are 1 1 3 
years o l d .  This country was bu i l t  on pr ivate i n i ti at ive. 
M y  parents came from a foreign country .  All t hey 
asked for was the opport u n ity t o  work and develop 
here without  g over n m e n t  i n terference.  W h at has 
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happened , we have f inal ly  created a society where 
now i t ' s  see m i ng l y  i mpossi b l e  t o  operate without  
government.  There used t o  be t imes, we d idn ' t  h ave 
crop insurance, no other fr inge benefits t h at we now 
h ave the benefit t o  get from govern ment ,  people 
looked after themselves, inc lud ing the elderly and the 
s i c k , but  we h ave d e s troyed t h a t ,  and we are 
d e s t r oy i n g  i t  m or e  and more a l l  the  t i me .  By 
d e s t r o y i n g  t h at i n it i at i v e ,  w e  a r e  g o i n g  d o w n .  
Because o f  social pol icies o u r  country i s  weakening 
and suffer ing.  What bothers me more, Mr.  Speaker, 
t h ings are a l itt le tough right now; we've had issues 
l ike the flood, the drought ,  high interest rates. Are 
t hey that dramatical ly  t o u g h ?  The people in t h i s  
country w i l l  p u l l  u p  t h e i r  socks.  We h ave people 
coming r ight  n ow t h at are moving in  from other 
countries, and are p leased t o  be here.  I d aresay, Mr.  
Speaker, that 01fer half  the populat ion of the world 
would l ove t o  be i n  Canada, and here we h ave the 
members o pposite spout ing doom and g loom.  Going 
to hel l  i n  a hand basket type of  approac h .  A n d  you 
know what,  how d o  you expect t o  g o  t o  the people in 
the next elect ion with t h at kind of an att i tude? You 
know what? You don't  deserve even the members 
you h ave i n  here now with t h at k i n d  of atti tude.  

In  c l o s i n g ,  M r .  S pe a k e r ,  I j u s t  h ave a few 
c o m m e n t s  t o  make a b o u t  the Leader  o f  t h e  
Opposit i o n .  I d o n ' t  mean t h i s  a s  a personal  t h i n g .  I 
real ly  feel sorry for the Leader of the Opposit ion 
because h i s  act i o n s  in t h e  l ast  whi le h ave been 
act i o n s  o f  desperat i o n .  He c a n ' t  even keep t h at 
crowd 9f h i s  together a n d  show strong leaders h i p ,  
and w h e n  he has t o  c o m e  out  i n  a constituency l i k e  
mine and make radical misrepresentation of  facts -
I ' ve got to be caref u l  about that,  and that 's  what h e  
d i d ,  b u t  the people a r e  real izin g  what ' s  happe ni n g .  I 
t h i n k  their  own members are, because when t h at 
Throne S peech was being read out y.ou could see the 
cave-i n  start i n g .  l t  bothers me a l i t t le  b it  because I 
t h i n k  many of you are hoping t h at t h i ngs t h at we 
i n d icated in the T h rone S peech are not going t o  
come about,  and i f  y o u  were t r u e  Canadians a n d  
t r u e  M an i t o b a n s ,  y o u  w o u l d  b e  a p p l a u d i n g  a n d  
vot ing for t h e  Throne S peec h .  I f  y o u  vote against the 
Throne S peec h ,  and these th ings d o  happen and we 
are p o s i t i ve t hey w i l l  h a p p e n ,  you w i l l  h ave t o  
account  t o  the people o f  M anitoba.  

Thank you very much,  Mr .  Speaker. 

MR. D EPUTY SPEAKER: The H o nourable Member 
for Ste. Rose. 

MR. ADAM: Thank you,  Mr. Speaker. lt 's a pleasure 
to participate i n  the debate on the T h rone S peech 
and I not ice that the regu lar  S peaker is away and I 
woul d  extend my congrat u l at ions to h i m  h owever.  
He's  sitt ing i n  the loge at the moment,  but  I wou l d  
extend m y  compl iments and congrat u l at ions o n  h i s  
assum i n g  a g a i n  t h e  m ost i mportant office i n  o u r  
Assem bly.  I k now i t  c a n  be very trying a t  t imes a n d  
i t ' s  u nfortunate t h at yesterday i t  was o n e  of  t hose 
t r y i n g  tim e s ,  h owever ,  I assure h i m  t h at I was 
d istu rbed as much as he was, I ' m  sure, o n  what took 
p lace yesterday, Mr.  S peaker. I would h ave much 
rather h ave not seen what happened yesterday. l t  
w o u l d  h ave been better not t o  h ave happened, and I 
hope t h at we can forget it as soon as possib le ,  for 
the remainder of this sess ion .  

I ' d  extend my compl iments also t o  the Mover a n d  
t h e  S e c o n d e r  o f  t h e  S pe e c h  f r o m  t h e  T h r o n e ,  

a lthough I h ave t o  say, M r .  Speaker, t h at I ' m  rather 
d isappointed and I ' m  also e lated with the Throne 
Speech. I ' m  e lated because to m e  i t 's  confett i .  l t ' s  
j u s t  l i k e  g o i n g  t o  a w ed d i n g  w h e r e  t h ey t h row 
confetti t o  celebrate, but  noth ing there,  M r .  Speaker. 
l t  f l ies al l  over the p l ace, but  n o  s ubstance real ly ,  i t 's  
real l y  very very l ight .  

Some of the th ings t h at h ave been mentioned in 
t he S peech h ave been repeated twice o r  t h ree times. 
I was very pleased t o  see what h as developed i n  the 
short whi le  we've been here,  and I 'm j u st wonderin g ,  
before I continue,  I ' m  j ust wondering why we are 
here at t h i s  particular  t ime? We were advised to be 
h e r e  on Dece m b e r  1 1 , w h i c h  we d i d ,  a nd ,  M r .  
S peaker, there are some of u s  t h at real ized t h at we 
would b reak off for Xmas and the ho l iday season ,  
b u t  w e  cert a i n l y  expected t o  b e  back ear ly  i n  
January. N ow I ' m  not sure whether w e  are going to 
be back o r  not ,  but  I u n derstand t h at we m ay not be 
back unti l  some time i n  l ate January or  February, M r. 
S peaker. N ow I can u n derstand t h at perhaps the 
government i s  not ready with i ts  program and i ts  
est i m ates and i ts  b i l l s ,  and maybe they' re not ready 
for that ,  M r .  Speaker, but I ' m  wondering i f  that is the 
case why were we not cal led on the 20th of  J an uary 
t o  come i n .  If t hey wanted t o  h ave a n  earl ier start I 
just cannot see the logic of coming here tor · two 
week s  and going back home and then not to be 
cal led back t i l l  sometime l ate in January or February. 
Some of us, Mr. S peaker, h ave h ad t o  u n d ertake 
some d is locations t o  come here, some of u s  h ave 
made arrangements for the ent ire Sessio n .  We h ave 
had to f in d  accommodations,  which we're going to 
h ave t o  pay tor regardless of whether we're in office 
here deali n g  with the bus iness of  the province or not.  
1 t h i n k  that as far as I am concerned, I don't  k n ow, 
there m u st be a reason ,  but  I woul d  s u re l ike to 
know what is  the reason that we were brought here. 
Is i t  t o  take the heat off? 

MR. BARROW: Expla in .  

MR. ADAM: Yes,  we k new - m y  colleague from 
F l i n  Flon says expl a i n ,  yes we should hope that t here 
would be a n  explanat ion.  I believe the M i n ister of 
G overnment Services commented t h i s  morn ing that 
he d i d n ' t  know who had organized th is  early Session 
but  I would sure l i ke t o  k n ow how that came about,  
and I 'm serious about i t  because i t  seems to me it 
woul d  h ave been more logical  to come here at the 
end of  J a nuary, the 20th o f  J anuary and g o  r ight 
through a n d  l et ' s  get i t  over with a n d  g o  home, an 
ear ly session.  

B u t  I 'm j ust wonderin g ,  M r. S peaker, maybe we 
m ig ht h ave an elect ion cal led i n  January. A re we 
going t o  h ave a n  electi o n  cal led i n  January? Well ,  we 
hope so,  M r .  S peaker, i f  t h at ' s  the case but  I woul d  
doubt i t ,  but  after readi n g  the T h r o n e  Speech and 
seeing what has developed here,  I ' ve been here for  
perhaps eight o r  ten years and I h ave yet, I bel ieve, 
to see too many speeches from the government side 
take u p  from the Leader of  the Opposit ion,  of the 
offic ia l  Opposit ion ,  and one after another and after 
another and after another, Mr. Speaker. This e lates 
me, makes me happy,  that 's  the p art that I ' m  happy 
a b o u t  a n d  n ot o n l y  t ha t  we saw e vj d en c e  of 
desperat i o n ,  M r .  Speake r ,  b u t  we s aw personal 
attacks b y  every m e m b er that rose t o  speak -
personal attacks against the leader,  my leader and 
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the Leader of the off icial  Oppositi o n .  Now I deplore 
that kind of tact ic ,  Mr. Speaker, but I am p leased 
and I am sure my leader i s  p leased . I ' m  sure he's  
pleased that  they ' re do ing that because i t  te l ls  you 
someth ing - it  tel ls you someth ing - it  te l ls  you 
that you have a g overnment who i s  desperate and 
they are now turn ing to personal attacks rather than 
deal  wi th  the problems that are facing th is  provin ce .  
M r .  Speaker, that i s  what ' s  happened . W h e n  we left 
the session l ast spring one of the l ast comments t h at 
I made when I spoke was t h at the government was 
desperate looking for issues to g o  to the people, it 
sees perhaps another year in office or less o r  m o re 
perhaps,  b u t  e lect i o n  i n  t h e  off i n g ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  
issues.  Certa in ly  the government can' t  g o  t o  the 
p e o p l e  a n d  s a y ,  l o o k ,  we p r o m i se d  y o u  g o o d  
m a n a g e m e n t ,  g o o d  g o ve r n m e n t  a n d  g o o d  
admin istrat ion a n d  n o  more waste a n d  n o  more taps 
or waste a l l  over th is  province - that's what t hey've 
said ,  and they sure can' t  go back to the people and 
say,  see, we've del ivered the goods,  we've held t o  
o u r  promises.  Because t h at d i d  not  happen,  M r .  
Speaker, the people a r e  becoming aware that t h e i r  
d e b t  h as gone u p ,  and I bel ieve the Member for 
l nkster did comment o n  that in his comments,  t h at 
the province was bankrupt in 1 97 7  according to the 
Premier .  W h at has h a ppened i n  t hree years ,  M r .  
Speaker? 

A. M EMBER: Mega bankrupt 

M R .  ADAM: Mega bankruptcy, mega b a n k r u p tcy,  
that 's what ' s  happened , eh? A n d  for  every mega 
project that's coming in ,  and we hope they a l l  come 
about ,  as long as they're brought i n  i n  such a way 
t h at i t  i s  not the people that wi l l  h ave t o  pay for 
t h ese m e g a  p roject s .  W e  h o pe t h at t h ey ' r e  a l l  
successfuL I ' m  n o t  sure whether they w i l l  be a n d  we 
hope they are. But certain ly ,  Mr. Speaker, i t ' l l  take 
many mega projects, many Alcans,  t o  make u p  for al l  
the many mega d isasters t h at took p l ace i n  the l ast 
t h ree years - many,  m a n y  s hattered l ives,  M r .  
Speaker,  a long t h e  way. Yes, M r .  Speaker,  t h ere 
h ave been many.  

S o  we look at a Throne S peech t h at i s  noth ing but  
confetti ,  noth ing defin ite,  noth ing for the immediate 
future and as I said we hope - it 's ,  you k n ow ,  p ie  in 
the sky future coming in.  We hope that they' l l  come 
but  f ive years d own the l ine i s  too far Mr. Speaker. 
We h ave t o  h ave someth ing more concrete than that. 
While t h ose m ay be benchmarks for the long term 
m ay be f ine,  but  I mean, what d o  we d o  between 
now and the next five years. Because t h at is the 
most crucia l  t ime that we're going to h ave, between 
now and the next f ive years. I real ize t h at there are 
external forces t h at face many countries, part icularly 
i n  the free market system ,  which is  a d ifficult  system 
to operate even in the best of t imes. But I say t h at 
t h i s  g o ve r n m e n t  h a s  a g g r avated t h o se extern a l  
forces. 

I do not bel ieve that they've been firm enough -
t h ey h a ve n ' t  been f i r m  e n o u g h  i n  s peak i n g  o u t  
against h i g h  i nterest rates a n d  h i g h  energy costs t h at 
is one of the root causes, the root causes of the 
problems we' r e  fac i n g ,  not  only th is country but 
many other countries. But  I woul d  point  out ,  M r .  
Speaker, that t here a r e  s o m e  countries i n  Europe for 
instance, that are faced with the same problems as 
we have as far as high energy costs are concerned, 

c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  B el g i u m ,  H o l l a n d ,  A u s t r i a ,  West  
Germany, t h at d o n ' t  h ave any o i l  resources of the i r  
own, they h ave t o  buy every barrel of  o i l  t h at t hey 
use. Yes, the pr ice is h igh  at 3 a ga l lon ,  2 a ga l lon .  
Yes ,  the pr ice i s  h i g h  but ,  M r .  Speaker, they are 
compact countries. In one d ay you can d rive from 
one end o f  the c o u n t ry t o  the other,  and t h ey 
probably spend less for transportat ion than we d o  
because o f  t he fact t h a t  t hey d o n ' t  h ave t hese 
tremendous d i stances to cover t o  get from one p l ace 
t o  the other such as we h ave here in Canada. 

Mr.  Speaker, I want t o  just dwel l  o n  t h at for a 
moment because some of t hese countries - most of 
them h ave p lanned governments.  They are social 
democratic governments,  Mr. Speaker. I nf lat ion rates 
in t hose countries t h at I h ave just mentioned, even 
though the energy costs are at the world price, the 
i nf l a t i o n  in  t ho s e  c o u n t r i e s  because o f  p r o p e r  
p lann ing a n d  proper management, i nf lat ion i s  five, 
s i x ,  percent .  U n e m p l oy m e n t  is maybe two, t hree 
percent .  I n terest rates five, s ix percent ,  Mr. S peaker, 
i n  t hose countries. But they h ave proper p lann ing ,  
Mr .  S peaker ,  a n d  w i t h  proper  p l a n n i n g  you get 
resul ts .  This i s  where th is  government  has fai led 
because they d o  not h ave any p lans,  t hey j ust say 
l et ' s  b a c k  o f f .  L e s s  g ov e r n m e n t  is t h e  b e s t  
government and l e t  the c h i ps f a l l  where t h e y  may, 
and we are s ee i n g  where t h ey are f a l l i n g ,  M r .  
S pe a k e r .  They a r e  f a l l i n g  a l l  over t h e  p r o v i n ce 
without any proper p lann ing .  

S o  u n fo r t u nately t h e  gove r n m e n t  i s  hand t i e d , 
hand-cuffed, because of their  p h i l osophy. They h ave 
a p h i l osophy t h at restricts any attempt  to provide 
sound economic d i rect ion for the province. This has 
been p ro ve n .  W h e n  ever  we h ave e l ec t e d  
C o ns e r v a t i ve g ov e rn m e n t s  t h e  s a m e  t h i n g  h a s  
happened. You c a n  look a l l  over the p l ace and that 's 
what h ap pe n s .  M rs .  T h a t c h e r  is - t h e y ' r e  
d e m o r a l i z e d . T h e  C a b i n e t  i s  d e m o r a l i z e d  -
i nformat ion  t h at we h ave coming out  of England.  
T h ey a r e  d e m o r a l ized c o m p l et e l y  because t h e  
po l icies are n o t  working a n d  I can imagine that 's  
happening i n  t h i s  Cabinet as wel l ,  because they ask 
t h emselves,  h ow come that our p o l ic ies are not 
w o r k i n g ?  I a m  sure what we see h a p p e n i n g  i n  
England i s  happening here because t h e  po l icies are 
identical. 

I ' m  not t rying to be crit ical , I am j ust saying that 
t hose p o l icies are n o  longer working i n  the twentiet h  
century. They can' t  worl< any m o re .  They s h o u l d  h ave 
worked in the older d ays, because I j ust heard the 
Member for Emerson say t h at i t 's  the socia l  pol icies 
t h at h ave destroyed this country, and I t h i n k  that -
I ' m  not paraphrasing exactly but i t 's  because of the 
social  po l icies t h at we h ave created these problems.  
A few years ago i n  the '30s, i n  the d i rty '30s, i n  the 
ear ly  1 900s, we had i n  the ear ly  20th Century - we 
n ever  had a n y  o f  t hese p r o g r a m s .  W e  h a d  n o  
M e d i c a r e ;  w e  h ad n o  P h a r m ac a r e ;  w e  h a d  n o  
W e l f a r e ;  w e  h ad n o  D R E E ;  w e  h a d  n o  F a m i l y  
A l l owances; w e  had n o  senior  c i tizens pensio n ,  i t  was 
a free enterpr ise p aradise.  W h at h a p p e n e d ,  M r .  
S p e a k e r ?  There were n o  r o a d s ;  t here were n o  
schools. They had t h e  l i t t le  red school a n d  i n  some 
cases t here were n o  schools;  where I was raised 
there wasn't  There was no water or  sewer.  There 
was noth ing.  i t  should h ave been a boom .  I f  we are 
t o  take the Member for Emerso n ' s  comments at face 
as being correct, everyth i n g  should h ave boomed . 
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M r .  S peaker, it d i d n ' t  boom and it never started t o  
b o o m  u n t i l  t h e  w a r  started . T h at ' s  w h e n  t h i n g s  
started to b o o m ,  when the p u b l i c  started pouring i n  
m oney t o  t h e  system.  I a m  n o t  saying,  M r .  Speaker, 
t h a t ' s  w h a t  we s h o u l d  do to c re a t e  p r o s p e r i t y  
because I t h i n l1  i t  c a n  be d o n e  otherwise.  And I ' m  
n o t  saying that the government should p o u r  i n  t h e  
money t h a t  h a s  been spent f o r  w a r  where w e  b u i l t  
batt lesh i p s  and aircraft a n d  t hey were s u n k  a n d  
they' re d o w n  i n  the bottom of the s e a  and many 
p lanes are i n  the bottom of the Zuider Zee and so 
o n .  I 'm not sayin g  t h at we h ave t o  g o  t h at route, but  
we h ave t o  h ave much better p lann ing than we are 
now. 

We look at the Throne S peech and we see the 
government backing off. We see them saying t h at 
wel l ,  the g overnment ' s  role has to be flexib le,  so we 
see here an expediency t h at the government is real ly  
concerned about what ' s  happe ni n g .  I am sure they 
must have looked at some of the po l ls  that h ave 
been taken and they are a l i t t le bit u pset at what's 
happeni n g .  So they g o  aroun d ,  and I am sure in 
C a b i n et t hey m us t  b e  g o i n g  aroun d  and ask i n g  
themselves, what i s  wrong with our  pol icies. I a m  
sure t hey a r e  s incere. T h e y  t h i n k  t h at their  pol icies 
are the way t o  g o  and t hey must be wonderin g  
what ' s  happeni n g ,  what's going wrong.  

I am sayin g ,  M r .  Speaker, t h at they h ave to take a 
d iffe r e n t  a p p ro a c h  t o  w h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  
Conservative po licies h ave been over t h e  years and 
of course the pol icies of  th is  government i s  much 
more laissez-faire atti tude,  i f  I can use that.  I f  we 
want t o  compare with A lberta, which is going into 
p u b l ic ownershi p  o n  an ongoing bas is ,  and I d o n ' t  
h e a r  a n y  crit ic ism f r o m  members of the government 
s ide about the Premier of A lberta buying up a ir l ines 
and gett ing into the development of energy, and into 
the o i l  tar  sands a n d  s o  o n .  W e  don' t  hear t h e  
gover n m e n t .  I f  we w e r e  t o  f o l l ow o u r  P re m i e r ' s  
advice here, A lberta wou l d  buy o f f  M anitoba before 
very long.  They woul d  own it, lock,  stock and barre l .  
That ' s  what woul d  happen.  I d o n ' t  w a n t  t o  g e t  i n t o  
t h at a t  the moment.  

M r .  Speaker,  I ' l l  maybe make a few comments on 
the Member for Emerson in which h e  said there was 
confusion o n  the drought .  Of course he was crit ical 
of the federal pol icy and I would be crit ical too, 
because i t  was very confusing .  But I would also say 
that the p rovi n c i a l  program d i d  c reate a lot of 
confusion as wel l .  There was a lot  of  confusion in it 
as wel l ,  I ' m  sure you wil l  agree, because we d o  h ave 
people who have had benefits and others r ight next 
door who h ave not had benefits under th is  program. 
I n  fact,  Mr.  Speaker,  I want to te l l  you somet h i n g .  
T l1ere  w a s  a p r o g r a m ; t h e  Feed P ro g r a m  w a s  
probably the best one of a l l .  That w a s  probably the 
b e t t e r  p ro g r a m  o f  a l l  the p r o g r a m s  t h at were 
proposed o n  the Drought Program t h i s  year. But  the 
program said ,  you k now, i n  order t o  be e l ig ib le  for 
the Feed Program you had · to seed after the 20th of 
June,  I bel ieve it was. But I happen t o  know t h at 
there were accommodations made, M r .  Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, there were some t h at cou l d n ' t  qua l ify 
because they had seeded too early and were l ater 
brought into the program , Mr. Speaker. There are 
reports coming back to u s  o n  that. So t here has 
been some abuse of i t ,  Mr. Speaker. I ' m  not saying 
that i t  has been rampart but there has been some 

abuse,  there has been some confusio n .  I n  fact I h ave 
a l etter to the M i nister of Agriculture now to look 
into one part icular case where he was advised -
wel l ,  the  M i nister is bend i n g  h i s  ear,  but  I 've got  a 
letter into the mai l  for h i m  on one particular case 
where a gentleman was told t h at he could pasture 
his - under the Feed Program - and l ater he 
f o u n d  out he was d i s q u a l if i e d  because he h a d  
p a st u re d  h i s  feed p r o g r a m .  S o  t h e r e  h as been 
c o n f u s i o n .  O n  C r o w n  Lands the m e m be r  s p o k e  
about the po l icy of  Crown Lands, M r .  Speaker. The 
one t h at h as been successful  are t hose lands t h at 
belong to the m u nicipal it ies.  Those agreements h ave 
gone through fair ly wel l ,  but there are others, M r .  
Speaker, who a r e  having trouble - ( ln terjection)­
Mr.  Speaker, I d o n ' t  h ave any Crown land personal ly .  
Al l  t h e  land t h at I own i s  my own p rivately owned 
lands and I d o n ' t  have any Crown l a n d .  

B u t ,  M r .  S peaker ,  t he re are p e o p l e  w h o  h ave 
appl ied since l ast February t o  obtain t hose Crown 
lands and they stm d o n ' t  h ave them, Mr. Speaker. 
And they haven' t  even had a response. They h ave 
sent in the ir  deposits and there h ave been cases -
I ' l l  g ive you another example.  There has been one 
case,  to m y  k n owledge, where I advised the person, 
look, the p o licy has been changed, that's f ine,  the 
government has the right t o  d o  that .  And you can 
now apply for th is  land.  You k n ow t h ere's one case 
where the government e m p loyees h ave gone out and 
h ave tr ied t o  get b ids  from other people o n  t h at 
part i c u l a r  p iece of C rown land , M r .  S peaker.  S o  
there has been a lot  of confusion a n d  there's been a 
lot  of d isappointment on some of t h ose programs. 
N ow the member says you k n ow, t h at the M i nister o f  
Agriculture has a l l owed the cattlemen t o  f o r m  t h e i r  
o w n  associat ion .  W h at a bunch of  tommyrot. M r .  
Speaker, the l ivestock producers were never al lowed 
to start their  - you k n ow, the M i n i ster has done 
nothing t o  try a n d  h e l p  them t o  start t he i r  own 
voluntary program. He's forced them in.  He's forced 
them into a program whether they want t o  o r  not 
and that is the M anitoba Cattleman ' s  Associat ion .  -
( I n t e rj e ct i o n ) - T h at ' s  r i g h t ,  y o u  i n t ro d u ce d  a 
legislat ion here and you to ld every l ivestock p roducer 
i n  M anitoba,  you belong t o  this, and you ' re going to 
p ay, and you pay. And you can get out ,  s u re you can 
get out at a future date. I want t o  te l l  you,  M r .  
Speaker, w e  wi l l  b e  look ing at t h at program t o  see 
whether it shou l d n ' t  be changed or not .  

I would l ike  t o  see a program where freedo m  of 
choice - let's free M anitoba,  let ' s  free M a n itoba.  
That's the words the Premier used i n  1 97 7 .  Let' s  free 
M a n it o b a ,  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  M i n i st e r  o f  
Agriculture d oes is  br ing i n  somet h i n g  compulsory. 
You've got t o  belong o r  else. Let' s  free M anitoba.  
That's not what happened . i t 's  l et ' s  f lee M a n itoba, 
e h ?  Let ' s  flee. A n d  they' re sti l l  f lee ing ,  Mr.  S peaker, 
t hey're sti l l  f lee ing Mani toba.  - ( Interjection)- Well ,  
I woul d n ' t  k now, M r .  S peaker, I never opted o u t .  I 
never opted out .  I h ave advised everybody t h at I 
spoke to,  if the h eavy hand of government is going 
t o  force you into th is ,  stay in it, control it, and take 
over.  M ake i t  run t o  your benef it .  Get some of those 
Conservatives out that h ave been appointed by the 
M i nister. Let' s  g et them out .  Some of them, I ' l l  te l l  
you,  are  pretty shady characters too.  Some of them 
are shady characters. 

He spoke about the land p rotecti o n  and restrict 
land t o  foreign ownersh ip ,  Mr. Speaker, and they' re 
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sayin g ,  oh ,  yeah ,  we restricted i t .  You k now, you 
d i d n ' t  restrict i t  at a l l ,  you opened i t  up.  And when 
you d i d  t h a t ,  you d i d  it  b y  a l l o w i n g  C a n a d i a n  
corporat ions t o  own land.  That ' s  where you made 
your e r r o r .  T h a t ' s  where y o u  made your e r r o r  
because t hose foreig n  buyers are a l l  coming i n  under 
the g u i se of Canadian companies. That ' s  how they' re 
do ing it, Mr. S peaker. 

A n d  the M i n ister can ' t  even f i n d  out who t h e  
owners are, h e  d oesn ' t  even k now w h o  they are. H e  
can ' t  f i n d  o u t  because i t ' s  so well covered and h e  i s  
responsib le i f  t h at program is  being abused, i f  t here 
are m ore foreign buyers now than there were then ,  
he i s  respons ib le .  The M i n ister i s  respons ib le  for  
that.  

N ow the m e m b e r  says,  y o u  k no w ,  t h at w e ' r e  
preaching d o o m  and g l o o m .  M r .  Speaker, I w a s  here 
for eight years and I ' ve l i stened t o  the opposit ion 
and I remem ber very d istinctly the leader then,  M r .  
Spivak,  w h o  i s  n o  longer here, advise t h e  people, 
d o n ' t  come t o  M anitoba.  Don't come here because 
it's the h i ghest taxed province in the country .  D o n ' t  
come here. G o  somewhere else. And I heard t h at f o r  
e i g h t  years. So d o n ' t  c o m e  here and ta lk  a b o u t  the 
way we crit icize i t ,  we d o  h ave some grounds .  We d o  
have some grounds f o r  crit ic ism, y o u  k n ow .  I a m  
concerned at what's happening i n  the rural  areas o f  
t h i s  p r o v i n c e .  I ' m  very c o n ce r n e d  a b o u t  w h at ' s  
happening t o  o u r  rural  comm u nities. I know i t ' s  been 
a d ifficult  year as far as agriculture i s  concerned. We 
know t here has been a drought ,  and l ater o n  i n  some 
of m y  areas there's been a f lood . I k n ow some 
people who h ave barely,  were not ab le  t o  get on 
their  land and some of them had remarkably good 
crops i n  spite of the fact t h at we started off  with a 
low p recip itat ion ,  we had n o  rai n ,  it was bad,  and i n  
spite o f  that t here were some areas that h a d  a b i t  of 
rain and we had some very good crops in some 
areas but u nfort u n ately th is  fa l l  we had far too much 
rain and t hey were not able t o  get o n  their  land so 
there are some problems there. 

I would l ike to see an u p d at ing of the M anitoba 
Crop I n surance. Now, I don ' t  k n ow how i t ' s  go ing t o  
be d o n e  but  I d o  k n ow t h at we h ave t o  h ave a l o o k  
at i t .  l t ' s  g o t  t o  be upgraded t o  m eet the needs o f  
today's farmi n g  because, M r .  Speaker, the costs of  
i nputs are j u st horrendous and you can ta lk  about 
expanding markets and more revenue,  and you can 
d o  a l l  you want but  u n less you can h ave some 
control  o n  t h e  costs o f  i np u t s ,  and I t h i n k  the 
government hasn ' t  spoken u p  strongly enough on 
th is  point ,  as the costs h ave gone completely out  of  
reason as far as agricul ture i s  concerned. Costs of  
fert i l izer, cost of i m p lements, and I don't  h ave t o  te l l  
m e m bers of  t h e  gove r n m e n t  because t h ey k n o w  
w h at ' s  h a p p e n i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o s t s ,  a n d  i t ' s  g o n e  
completely o u t  of reason .  We h ave t o  t a l k  about t h i s  
and we h ave t o  look at i t  because we' re not go ing t o  
h ave a n  a g r i c u l t u re u n le s s  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  f i n d  
solut ions to that problem. 

The interest rates, of course, have a tremendous 
i mpact o n  the farming i n d u st ry. l t  has a very h i g h  
effect on s m a l l  business i n  the rural areas and they 
are an integral part of the rural  l i fe ,  rural  comm u nity, 
and we have t o  come u p  with some programs, m o re 
than we have in the past . We h ave to come u p  with 
some programs t o  assist the smal l  businessman to 
r ide over t hese humps a n d  t hese f luctuat ions of 

market and of the free market system,  I might as 
wel l  say because that 's  w h at happens. You h ave your 
ups and downs. 

The cost of energy, I h ave t o  o ppose the approach 
of the government when they say t hey woul d  l i ke to 
see the cost of  energy g o  up t o  the world prices, at 
least close to the world pr ice as soon as possib le  -
( I n terjecti o n ) - M r .  Speaker,  I t h i n k  it is a poor  
pos i t ion  t o  ask our  farmers t o  pay the world pr ice for 
energy.  I t h i n k  i t 's  terr i b l e  t o  do that .  They j u st 
cannot absorb t hose increased inte rest c harges and 
energy costs. l t ' s  go ing t o  come back t o  haunt you i f  
you support t hose pol icies. We h ave t o  look at t h at 
very closely because I t h i n k  i t ' s  not a good pol icy. 

I ' m  not  t ry in g  t o  make excuses, I d o n ' t  want to 
s i d e  w i t h  the - I d e p l o re w h at ' s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  
Canada today.  The east a n d  west d iv is ion.  I t h i n k  i t 's  
terrib le .  I get  very u pset when I hear  o u r  leaders, 
leaders o f  our c o u n t ry ,  a l m os t ,  not o p e n l y ,  b u t  
a l most promoting western separat i s m .  I t h i n k  t h at 
t h at is a sad s ituat i o n .  

O n  t h e  l o c a l  scene, M r .  Speaker, I w a n t  t o  b e  
crit ical of  the M anitoba provincial  gas t a x ,  because I 
t h i n k  what has happened here is that we h ave a bad 
situat ion where the world price of energy has gone 
up out  of reason and wi l l  g o  up sti l l  further I expect. 
On top of t h at we h ave a government,  a government 
who i s  going t o  p i ggyback addit ional costs o n  t hose 
h i g h  pr ices for energy. And every time a barrel of o i l  
g oes u p  a d o l l ar a barre l ,  there w i l l  be another 20 

. percent . added t o  the cost.  P iggy back taxes.  Taxes 
upon taxes and taxes upon taxes. { l n terject ion)­
M r .  S peaker, as far as Petro Canada i s  concerned , I 
hope that we h ave PetroCan and we keep it and we 
expand it .  

M r. Speaker, I t h i n k  the g overnment should h ave 
done more. What happens in our rural areas is, for 
i nstance, the town of N eepawa lost the Neepawa 
Food P rocessors and . . . 

M R .  SPEAKER:  Order p l ease. The hour  being 5:30,  
when t h i s  s ubject next comes u p ,  the honourable 
member w i l l  have eight  m i n utes. 

The hour being 5:30, the H ouse i s  adjourned and 
stands adjourned unti l  2 :00 p . m .  tomorrow afternoon 
(Thu rsday).  
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