
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

Monday, 15 December, 1980. 

Time - 2:00 p.m .  

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. Harry E. Graham (Birtle­
Russell): I should l ike to,  at th is  t ime,  apologize for 
an error i n  print ing that occurred under the Private 
Members' Resolut ions. Resolut ion No. 3 should be 
M r .  Desjard i n s  a n d  n ot M r. Cowan as it was 
orig inal ly printed . 

Present ing Pet it ions . . . Reading  and Receiving  
Pet it ions . . .  

PRESENTING REPORTS BY STANDING 
AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H on o u rable M ember f o r  
Crescentwood.  

MR. WARREN STEEN: M r. S peaker ,  I beg to 
present  the f irst report of the Stand ing Committee 
on Statutory Regu lations and Orders. 

MR. CLERK: Your Committee met for organizat ion 
o n  October 28 ,  1 980 ,  and agreed to ho ld  publ ic 
hear ings as fol lows: 

Winn ipeg - N ovem ber 17 and 1 8 ,  1 980 
Brandon - N ovem ber 24,  1 980 ( N ovem ber 25, if 

necessary) 
Swan River - November 26, 1 980 
Thompson - December 1 ,  1 980 ( December 2 ,  i f  

necessary) 

At the conclusion of the meet ing of N ovember 1 8 ,  
1 980, your Committee agreed to h o l d  further publ ic  
hear ings i n  Winn ipeg on  December 8 and 9 ,  1 980.  

Your C o m m i ttee heard representat i o n  f rom 
organizat ions and  private citizens as fol lows: 

W I N N I PEG,  Room 254 Legislat ive Bu i ld ing 

M O NDAY, N OVEMBER 1 7, 1 980 

Dr.  F .  P .  Doyle - Private Citizen(Ste. Anne) 
S idney G reen - M .L.A. 
Vaughan Baird , Q.C.  - Private Cit izen 
Reeve Denn is  Heeney - Private Cit izen ( Brandon) 
M rs .  Edna Graham - Private Citizen (P inawa) 
Mr .  Lorne Parker - Private Citizen 
Mr. Jeffrey Plant - Private Cit izen 
Mr. Vie Savino - Law Union  of M an itoba 
Prof. A .  R .  Kear - Private Citizen 
W.  Ross - Communist Party of Canada 
Denn is  A.  Epps, President) 
Waiter Kuhl ) - Western Canada Foundation 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1 8 ,  1 980 

M rs .  G i l bert  P roteau - S oc iete Franco-
M an itobaine 

Mr. Don Scott - Private Citizen 
Evelyn Wyrzykowski)  
Bernadette Russel l )  - Cathol ic Women' s  League 
Georges Forest - Private Citizen 
Denn is  Cyr - Private Cit izen 

B RANDON,  Agricultural Extension Centre 

M O N DAY, NOVEMBER 24,  1 980 

Wi l l iam C.  Pearson ,  Q.C. - P rivate Citizen 
Joe Thomassen - Private Citizen 
M arion McNabb - Man itoba Women' s  I nstitute 
Keith Baker - G roup of Concerned Citizens 
M arlene M ichalski - West-Man League for Life 
Beverley J .  Peters) 
Carol E.  Potter ) - Manitoba Action Committee on  

Status of Women 
Ray H oward - Private Citizen 

SWAN RIVER, Legion Ha l l  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26,  1 980 

Leonard H arapiu k  - Private Citizen 
Con Artibise - Private Citizen 

Alice Alien - P rivate Citizen 
Ed Dobbyn - Private C itizen 
Kel ly Kirkpatrick - Private Ci tizen 
Kenneth Carron - Private Citizen 
Dr. G ordon Ritchie - Private Citizen 
Daniel Jamieson - Private Citizen 

THOMPSO N ,  Legion Ha l l  

M O NDAY, DECEM B E R  1 ,  1 980 

Paul Jackson - Private Ci tizen 
Bob M ayer - Private Citizen 
M rs.  M arion H odge - Private Citizen 
M rs.  Joan Wright - Group of Concerned Citizens 

W I N N IPEG,  Room 254 Legislat ive Bu i ld ing 

MO N DAY, DECEMBER 8 ,  1 980 

Professor G ordon Rothney - Private Citizen 
Charles Lamont - Private Citizen 
Berenice S isler - Private Citizen 
C. H. Tem pleton - Private Citizen 
M arjorie Blankstein )  
David M atas ) - W i n n i peg Jewis h  Community 

Counci l  
Gary G i l m o u r  - M an i t o b a  C h a m bers of 

Commerce 
Alex Berkowits - Private Citizen 
Georgi a  Cordes - Private Cit izen 
D o n a l d  Brock - M a n it o b a  C ath o l i c  S c h o o l  

Trustees 
- Association 

I .  H lynka - Ukrain ian Canadian Committee 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 1 980 

M urray Smith ) 
L inda M acDowell) - Mani toba Teachers' Society 
W .  F .  G reen -Alerted Canadians Al l iance 
C a r l  R i d d  - C h u rc h  S oc i ety  C o mmittee,  

M anitoba 
Conference, United Church 

Abe Arnold ) 
J i l l  O liver) - Manitoba Associat ion for Rights 
Paul Walsh ) and Liberties 
G. F. Reimer ) 
A .  F .  K r i st jansson )  - W i n n i pe g  C h amber o f  

Commerce 
M rs .  Friesen - Private Cit izen 
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Adele Smith - Private Citizen 
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Mrs. Asta Asselst ine - Private Citizen 
Roger Barsy - Private Cit izen 
M uriel Smith - Private Citizen 

Your Committee met on M o nday, December 8, 
1 980 w i t h  m embers of a C o m mittee from t h e  
Legislature o f  t h e  Province o f  Alberta a n d  charged 
with the respons i b ility of l o o k i ng i n t o  matters 
pertain ing to constitut ional reform. 

Your Committee accepted the resignations of the 
fol lowing members of the Committee: 

Mr. PARAS I U K  - November 24, 1 980 
Mr. STEEN - November 26, 1 980 
Hon .  Mr.  GOURLAY - N ovember 26, 1 980 
Hon .  Mr. MERCIER - December 8 ,  1 980 
Mr. F ILMON - December 8, 1 980 

Your Committee a p proved t h e  follow i n g  
appointments to t h e  Committee: 

Hon .  Mr. GOURLAY - N ovember 26, 1 980 
Mr. STEEN - Decem ber 1 ,  1 980 
Mr. PARAS I U K  - Decem ber 1 ,  1 980 
Mr. FILMON - Decem ber 8 ,  1 980 
Hon.  Mr. M ERCIER - Decem ber 9, 1 980 

Your C o m m ittee has not f i n a l ized i t s  
recommendations to t h e  Legis lature with respect t o  
the matters referred t o  i t  a n d , therefore , 
recommends that it be permitted to cont inue i ts 
work under the same condit ions as were authorized 
u nder the Resolut ion agreed to on Ju ly 29, 1 980. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o nourab le M e m ber for 
Crescentwood . 

MR. STEEN: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
Honourable Member for M i n nedosa that the report of 
the Committee be received. 

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o no u ra b l e  Mem ber for 
M i nnedosa. 

MR. DAVID BLAKE: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
Member for Rhineland, I 'm p leased to present the 
first report of the Stand ing Committee on Privi leges 
and Elections 

MR. SPEAKER: Proceed. 

MR. CLERK: Your c o m m ittee met o n  Tuesday,  
October 1 4 ,  1 98 0 ,  t o  c o n s i d er the reso l u t i o n  
presented b y  M r .  Boyce, agreed to b y  t h e  House and 
referred to the Committee on Ju ly 10 ,  1 980, namely: 

W HEREAS t h ere a pp ears an a l l e g at i o n  
publ ished i n  the July 8 edit ion o f  t h e  Winn ipeg 
Tribune that 
" Legislat ive Counsel R. H .  Tal l i n  and Deputy 
Legislat ive Counsel A.C. Balkaran participated 
in pol it ical debate Monday during committee 
review a B i l l  introduced by Mr. M eicier" ; 

A N D  WH EREAS such al legat ion reflects on  
servants of the Legislature; 

T H E R E F O R E  BE IT  RESOLVE D  T H AT the  
a l legat i o n s  are  referred t o  t h e  Stan d i n g  
Committee on t h e  Legis lature on  Privi leges 
and Elections; and 

BE IT F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  t hat  t h e  
committee be empowered to  examine a n d  
enquire i n t o  a l l  m atters pert ai n i n g  t o  the 
al legat ion and th ings as may be referred to 
them and to report from t ime to t irne their 
observations and opinions thereon with power 
to send for pers(lns, papers and documents 
and examine witnesses u nder oath .  

Y o u r  c o m m it tee ,  after h eari n g  c o n s iderab le  
d iscussion ,  agreed to the fol lowing resolut ion:  

"The Committee on Privileges and Elect ions,  
having  perused H ansard, f inds the allegation 
referred to in the Resolut ion to  be without 
foundat ion and recommends that n o  further 
action be taken. "  

MR. SPEAKER: . The. H o n ou r a b l e  M e m ber for 
M i nnedosa. 

· 

MR. BLAKE: Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the 
H onourable Member for Rock Lake that the report of 
the committee be received.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS AND TABLING 
OF REPORTS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney- General .  

HON. GERALD W. J.  MERCIER (Osborne): Mr.  
Speaker, I w ish  to tab le  copies of each regu lation 
made u nder The Reg ulat ions Act s ince the House 
was last called into session ,  being  Regu lation 1 6/80-
223/80 inc lusive. 

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Mot ion.  I n troduction of 
B i l ls .  

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: Before we proceed I should l ike to 
d raw the honourab le  ·members'  attent ion  to  the 
ga l l ery where we h ave 60 students of  Grade 9 
standing from Charleswood constituency u nder the 
direction of M iss Tinsley. This school is  located i n  the 
constituency of the Honourable First M in ister of the 
province. On behalf of a l l  members we welcome you 
here this afternoon. 

MR. SPEAKER: I n troduction of B i l ls  . . . 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: The  H o nourable Leader of t h e  
Opposit ion.  

MR. HOWARD PAWLEY (Selkirk): Mr .  Speaker, I ' d  
just l ike to  indicate to y o u  that the opposition w i l l  be 
foregoing their opportunity to ask quest ions today. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber for 
l nkster. 

MR. SIDNEY GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I would l i ke to 
inform you that the Opposition is  not foregoing their 
r ight .  

Mr.  Speaker, I would l ike to d irect a question to 
the Honourable the M i nister of Urban Affairs. I would 
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l i ke to ask the M i nister whether the situation with 
respect to the rai lway cross ing at Keewati n , runn ing 
north and south ,  which is  aggravated by the delay in  
the S h e r b r oo k - M c G re g o r  Overpass  but  w h i c h  
certain ly need a g rade separat ion b y  itself, can h e  
confirm through City o f  Winn ipeg sources that on  
December 4 that i ntersection was b locked by CPR 
rai lway traffic fo r  two hours  out of the 12  hours o f  
that day ,  could he obtain that confirmat ion? And ,  M r .  
Speaker, i f  he does, does he th ink  that, part icularly 
in view of the delay of the Sherbrook-McGregor, that 
the g rade separat ion  which i s  n ow scheduled for 
1 983,  could he u rge that i t  be moved u p  i n  order to 
deal  with a north/south artery which effects two very 
substantial residential areas of G reater Winn ipeg.  

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Attorney-General. 

MR. MERCIER: M r .  Speaker ,  I w i l l  seek 
confirmat ion of the facts raised by the honourable 
member and I wi l l  pass on  to the city officials his 
concern about the construction of the p roject to 
which he refers. 

MR. GREEN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact 
that on the day in q uest ion I am rel iably in formed 
that on  one occasion this north/south u rban artery 
was b locked by C P R  t raffi c  for a tota l  of  400 
seconds, or  a lmost seven m i nutes continuous ,  th is  
was the day on  wh ich i t  was b locked for two hours 
out of 12,  and that would appear to  be i n  v io lat ion of 
Section 2 5 1  of the Rai lway Act which provides for a 
maximum five-mi nute period, could the M i nister of 
U rban Affairs, with h is  h at of Attorney-General , see 
whether i ndeed t here is  someth ing that can be done 
about the i nconvenience that i s  being caused to  
t hese cit izens  by virtue of sitti ng  and  waiti ng  for 
seven m inutes while a major urban traffic artery is 
stopped? 

MR. MERCIER: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I w i l l  undertake 
to review that matter. 

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I would  l i ke to ask the 
M i n is ter  whether  it is a fact t h at t h e  p o l i t i ca l  
opposit ion to  t h e  Sherbrook-McGregor overpass is  
be ing  f i nanced by h is  department ,  through the 
appointment of a Legal Aid Sol icitor,  to represent a 
po l i t i ca l  o p i n i o n  t o  s top  an artery i n  nor thwest 
Winn ipeg? 

MR. MERCIER: Mr .  Speaker, t here is no pol itical 
opposit ion t hat is  being f inanced by legal a id . I 
u nderstand that a cit izens group has obtained a legal 
aid certificate to  contest the legal vali d ity of certain 
action that has been taken.  

MR. GREEN: Mr .  Speaker, i n  v iew of the fact that 
th is  is a pol it ical q uest ion i nvolvin g  certain people 
who feel one way about whether the Sherbrook­
McGregor Overpass should p roceed, and everybody 
wants rai l  l ine relocation  but certa in  people h ave 
been wait ing for i t  for a long t ime,  and other people 
who have, s ince 1 935,  waited for another northwest 
t raffic artery, would  the M i nister consider giv ing legal 
aid to the other people on  the side of this d ispute so 
t hey could go  before this commission and i ndicate 
t h at t h ey want ,  t h r o u g h  whatever p o l i t ica l  lega l  
process there is ,  to  have th is  overpass constructed 
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s o  that t hey could resist what is  being paid for b y  
the Crown i n  a pol it ical case? 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I would be happy to 
see that happen. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber  for  
Robl in .  

MR. J.  WALLY McKENZIE: Mr.  Speaker, I have a 
question to the H onourable M i nister of Agriculture .  l t  
r e l ates  t o  the  H ER D  M ai n t e n an ce Ass is tance 
Program of  the  federa l  g overn m e n t  and t h e  
c o n t u s i o n  t h a t ' s  b e e n  r a i se d  b y  s o m e  farmers  
receiv ing cheques and others not .  I wonder i f  the 
M i nister of Agriculture can advise the H ouse i f  h e  or  
h is  depar tment  h ave h a d  a n y  c o n s u l t at i o n s  or  
meet ings w i th  the federal government as to  how th is  
pay-out  for m u l a  u n d e r  the H ERD M a i n tenance  
Program i s  carrying  on .  There h as been one formu la  
establ ished, now i t 's  been changed and farmers in  
one area don ' t  get  cheques and others . . .  I wonder 
i f  he ' s  h ad any comm u n i cat ion w i th  the federal 
government in this matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s ter  of 
Agricul ture .  

HON. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): M r .  S peaker, I 
f irst of a l l  want to acknowledge the  M e m ber  for 
R o b l i n  in ask i n g  a q uesti o n  w h i ch i s  of  u t most 
importance to  the farm comm u nity. We have had 
concern  w i t h  t h e  federa l  H ER D  M a i n tenance 
Program ever s ince i t  was introduced when ,  i n  fact, 
the payout to producers was supposed to 70 for beef 
cows and 1 40 for da i ry cows; the day that t hey 
reduced i t  to  35 for beef cows and 70 for dairy cows 
we h ave been concerned. We h ave had ongo ing 
c o m m u n icat i o n s  o n  t h e  d i fferent  programs,  M r .  
Speaker, and I ' l l  assure t h e  Member for Robl in  we 
w i l l ,  i n  f ac t ,  c o m m u n i cate w i t h  t h e  federa l  
g overnm e n t  t o  t r y  a n d  get  c l a r i f i cat i o n  o n  t h e  
del ivery o f  their  program. 

MR. McKENZIE: I wonder ,  M r .  Speaker ,  if t h e  
M in ister o f  Agriculture w i l l  try a n d  determine  what 
the payout formu la  is at the p resent t ime .  As I 
u nderstand it the or ig inal  p lan was to pay it under 
townsh ip  boundaries or  mun icipal boundaries or  the 
amount of rainfal l i n  the area,  but apparently now 
that's been changed to some other formu la  and 
that 's where the confusion is .  One farmer gets a 
cheque and h is neighbour doesn' t .  I wonder if the 
M i nister wi l l  check it  out .  

MR. DOWNEY: Mr .  S peaker, as I ind icated earl ier, 
t here  is c o ncern I ' m  s u r e  a m o n g st t h e  farm 
comm u n ity as there  i s  with the  members of th is  
part icular government. I wou ld  assure the member 
that we wi l l  try and g et clarif icat ion on  the formula 
which the present program is  being delivered. Agai n ,  
i t  i s  a f e d e r a l  p r o gram a n d  I w o u l d  ask  a ny 
communication , or the majority of communication ,  
should go  to the federal government letting  them 
k now of the d ispleasure of the way i n  which i t 's  
being received . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Rouge. 
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MRS. JUNE WESTBURY: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker, 
my q uest ion is addressed to the Honourable M i nister 
of Comm u n ity Services and relates to  the ch i ld­
re lated income s u ppor t  payme n t s  wh ich were 
announced i n  the Budget and i n  the Throne Speech .  
I wonder  i f  the  M in i s ter  can  te l l  m e  why  t h e  
app l i cat ion forms a r e  st i li n ot p r i n ted  f o r  this 
program. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n ou rable M i n is ter  of 
Community Services. 

HON. GEORGE UI!IIAKIER (SI. J&mes): M r. 
Speaker, for the informat ion of the H ouse, the f inal  
stages of the regulations, as wel l  as the appl ication 
forms, are i n  the process of being completed and 
t hey shou ld  be  avai lab le  wit h i n  approximately a 
week's t ime, before a week 's t ime. 

MRS. WESTBURY: On another matter, to the same 
Minister, Mr. Speaker. In v iew of the fact that the 
federal government has approved, in pr inciple,  the 
p rov is ion  o f  d ay care for H ou se of C o m m o n s  
employees a n d  M Ps'  ch i ldren ,  supported b y  a l l  the 
part ies i n  t he  H ouse,  i s  t he  M i n ister g iv i ng  any 
considerat ion to the suggest ion that was made by 
another member in the last session,  that day care 
should be provided for employees and members of 
this H ouse? 

MR. MINAKEFI: Mr. Speaker, as I i ndicated in the 
last session that our department i s  always wi l l ing to 
look at any request from any non-profit group that 
organizes itself for day care services, and they wi l l  be 
considered i n  the same way that any of the other 
g roups would  be considered . I f  you notice I said ,  
non-profit operations, Mr .  Speaker, and  where the  
need is shown to exist. 

MRS. WESTBURY: Mr. S peaker ,  would the Min ister 
the n  t e l l  us whether  he i s ,  a t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  
considering a n y  appl ication b y  staff people i n  the 
Legislat ive Bu i ld ing for  !he provision of th is  service. 

MR. IIIIINAKER: Mr. Speaker, I ' m  not aware of any 
such request , but i f  i t  is  before our department I'm 
sure that they wi l l  get that fair considerat ion that I 've 
already suggested to the honourable member. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rock 
Lake. 

MR. HENRY J. IEINARSON: Mr. Speaker, ! wish to 
d irect this q uest ion ,  I bel ieve i t  i s  to the M i nister of 
Transportat ion .  My question relates to  rai lways in the 
province that have been abandoned , and what I 
mean by abandoned the tracks have been removed, 
the ties have been removed , and the land is going 
back for other purposes. I wonder if  the M i nister of  
Transportat ion can g ive us any idea because farmers 
are concerned a bout t h i s  matte r ;  w h at 
communicat ion he's had with the federal government 
i n  regard to what 's  going to happen to that rai lway 
property that has been abandoned . 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n oura b l e  M i n is ter  of  
Transportat ion.  

HON. DON ORCHARD (Pembina) : Wel l ,  M r . 
Speaker, we have, as many members in th is  House 
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are ful ly fami l iar, been attempting to f ind a proper 
formula through which the federal government can 
participate in vest ing  the rai lway r ight-of-ways on 
abandoned l ines back to the municipalit ies and to 
the  farmers.  Now we h ave run i nt o  a ser ies of  
obstacles to that  and i t  i s  my understand ing ,  from 
the last communicq.t ion that I ' ve had , that possibly 
within a few months we m ay receive from the federal 
government Transfer of Tit le to al l  of the r ights-of­
ways which were abandoned, I bel ieve prior to 1 97 1 ,  
but that may not b e  the exact year, and from thence 
we can p roceed with the d isposal of those railway 
r ight-of-ways to m u nic ipa l i t ies who m ay h ave an 
i nterest, and more preferably d i rectly to  the farmers 
through whose land those abandoned right-of-ways 
rai l  l i nes have passed . 

MR. EINARSO!II: Yes ,  M r .  Speaker ,  w i t h  a 
s u p p le m e n t ary quest i o n  o n  t h e  same m at ter .  
Because t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t i es  concerned a n d  the  
farmers who are  concerned about th is  matter are 
wondering whether there is  any chance and from the 
comments the M i nister makes,  can t here be g iven 
any assu rances to both the mun ic ipal it ies and the 
farmers whereas this land runs through ,  that they 
can be given assurances that because of real fencing 
problems that the farmers may have, that this matter 
can be c leared up by spring? 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n ou r a b l e  M in is ter  o f  
Transportat ion.  

MR. ORCHARD: Mr.  Speaker ,  I woul d  l i ke very 
much to g ive the Member for Rock Lake that kind of 
an insurance. I thought that we could g ive that k ind 
of an assurance last summer but we ran into further 
snags in the t ransfer p rocess and it h as been 
bogged down on  a number of occasions i n  Ottawa. 
We h ave gone through a lot of negot iat ions.  We 
bel i eve t hat o u r  pos i t i o n  from t h e  p rov i n c e  i s  
relatively clear a s  t o  what w e  would  l ike to  see done. 
The federal government has agreed to that and is  i n  . 
t h e  p r o cess of t ransfe r r i n g  t hose t i t l es  t o  t h e  
province. As I say, I received an esti mate o f  t ime, 
anywhere from several months to several years, and 
we are certain ly pushing our federal counterparts to 
make i t  the several months rather than the several 
years. 

MR. EINARSON: A secon d  supp lementary ,  M r .  
Speaker. When t h e  M inister refers t o  possib ly several 
years, i t  concerns me to no end ,  Mr .  Speaker, and 
I ' m  wondering - I don' t  know whether the M i nister 
can answer this q uest ion but as he says that the 
provincial government is  prepared to go  ahead -
what are the  part icu lar  reasons that  the  federal 
government f inds that are obstacles i n  its way for 
not p roceed i n g  on a m o re speedy s i t u a t i o n  i n  
arriving t o  a solut ion t o  th is  problem? 

MR. ORCHARD: Mr. Speaker, I u n d erstand t hat 
some of the problem is  that they want to assure that 
the t it les are checked and rechecked and double­
checked so that there is no potential for transferr ing 
a t it le to the province which may have an easement 
or  a second cal l against it  and that process has 
taken  c o n s i d e r a b l y  l o n g e r  t h a n  w h at they  h ad 
anticipated. H owever,  we are await ing further word 
as to just how q uickly the process can be completed. 
Ifs a concern to  al l  of us ,  Mr .  Speaker. 
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MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m ber  for  
Emerso n .  

MR. AlBIERT DRIIEDGER: M r .  Speaker, I have a 
q uest ion to the M i nister of Agriculture .  The Leader of 
the Opposit ion made a statement i n  St .  Malo on  
December 1 stat ing that the present government has 
loosened up The Farmlands Protection Act, could the 
M i nister of Agriculture i ndicate what changes have 
taken p lace s ince we took over? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M in i s ter  of 
Agriculture. 

MR. DOWNEV: Basical ly ,  Mr. S peaker,  the  ma in  
changes that took p lace where the non-res ident ,  
foreign owners were restr icted from 1 60 acres down 
to 20 acres were one of the basic changes that we 
made with our legislation which was in fact t ightening 
the legislat ion .  The other one,  of course, one of the 
major c h a n g e s  was t o  a l l ow C a n a d i a n s ,  a l l  
Canad ians ,  to  h ave the  a b i l ity t o  b u y  Man i toba 
farmlan d ,  really removing some of the restr ict ions 
that were p laced on  them by the last g overnment.  

MR. DRIEDGER: Mr. Speaker, obviously the Leader 
of the Opposit ion is  not aware of what i s  in The 
Farmlands Protection Act. I wonder i f  the M i nister 
would consider send ing him a copy of i t .  

MFI. DOWNEV: l t  wou ld certain ly  be my pleasure to 
send h im a copy,  Mr .  Speaker. 

MR. SPEAI<I:ER: The H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for  
Dauph in .  

MR. JIM GALBRAITH: Thank you ,  Me SP,eaker.  I 
have a q uest ion for the M i nister of Agriculture. H as 
our M i nister of Agricul ture received any reply from 
the federal m i nister respons ib le  for the Canadian 
Wheat Board regarding  h is  letter requesting a 2.00 
increase i n  the i n it ial  pr ice of wheat? 

MR. DOWNEV: Mr. Speaker, I would h ave to say 
that I am somewhat d isappointed that we have not 
had an official response on the request to i ncrease 
the in it ia l  price to farmers. That money that we're 
request ing for the farmers is  the farmers money that 
is being held by the Wheat Board and we feel that 
when t hey are able to sel l  the wheat at someth ing in 
excess of 7.00 a bushel that the i nit ial  wheat price 
should be increased from the 4.25 that it  now is .  We 
wil l be pursuing this issue further, Mr. Speaker, and I 
certain ly  appreciate the Member for Dauphin asking  
that q uest ion .  

MR. GALBRAITH: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker. Would 
our min ister consider request ing the Canadian Wheat 
Board and its m i nister that they pay interest to  
farmers on  these huge  sums of money that t hey are 
hold ing on  the farmers behalf? 

MR. DOWNE\': Well f irst of all , M r .  Speaker, the 
f irst in terest assistance would be i f  they d id  have the 
money i n  the ir  hands they could al leviate some of the 
b i l ls  that they have or some of the costs that they 
are incurr ing by borrowed money, so I th ink  that 
would be the first approach ,  it would be the most 
acceptable by farmers in western Canada. 

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the day. The Honourable 
M i nister without Portfo l io  

HON. IEDWARD McGill (Brandon West): M r .  
Speaker, before the Orders o f  the Day, I wonder i f ,  
by leave, I could make a very br ief statement of a 
non-pol it ical nature. 

IIIIR. SPEAKER: Has the honourable member leave? 
The honourable m inister. 

NON-POLITICAl STATEMENT 

I\IIR. McGill: M r .  S peaker ,  I t h i n k  it wou ld  be  
appropr iate at th i s  t ime to  d raw the attent ion of  
m e m bers  o f  the  H ou s e  t o  t h e  ou ts ta n d i n g  
performance o f  t w o  Canad ians  who yesterday i n  
Bogata, Colombia won t h e  world team championship 
of  g ol f .  I ' m  part icu lar ly  i n terested ,  M r. S peaker ,  
because one of the team members Dan Hal ldorson 
resides in the Brandon-Sh i lo  community, and i t  i s  the 
i ntention of the Brandon commun ity to  h ave a Dan 
Hal ldorson night on Thursday of this week.  So I am 
sure, Mr .  Speaker, that perhaps I can convey the 
congratulations and good wishes of th is  Assembly to  
Dan  H al l dorson a n d  h is  par tner  J im Ne l ford  of  
B urnaby, B .C .  i n  th i s  outstand i n g  achievement of 
winn ing a world golf championship .  

IIIIIRI. SIPIEAKIER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Brandon East 

MR. LIEONARD S. EVANS: Very b r i ef ly ,  M r. 
Speaker,  on behalf of the  opposi t ion ,  the off ic ia l  
opposit ion,  I ' d  l i ke to  associate ourselves with the 
remarks made by the H onourable M i nister without 
Portfol io .  Indeed congratulations and good wishes 
are well deserv ing to  t hese people. We certa in ly trust 
t h at t h i s  v i ew of t h e  Leg i s l at u re w i l l  b e  
comm u nicated to t h e  i ndividuals. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

MlR. SPEAKER: On the adjourned debate on the 
proposed motion of  t he H o n o u rab le  Member for  
M i n n e dosa .  T h e  H o n ou r a b l e  Leader  o f  t h e  
Opposition .  

MR. PAWLEY: Mr.  Speaker ,  I congratu late you 
upon your appointment for another term i n  a position 
which,  let  me assure you, wi l l  receive the respect and 
co-operat ion that that office i ndeed deserves on  this 
s i d e  o f  the C h a m b e r .  I wou l d  also wish t o  
congratu late t h e  Mover and Seconder to t h e  Throne 
S peech on  their p resentat ions on  Friday.  

Pr ior to  the commencement of my remarks, Mr .  
S peaker,  I woul d  l i ke  to  pay t r ibute to  one that 
i ndeed h ad served 'Canada wel l  and I am sure that 
we al l  i n  th is  Chamber share a sense of loss and 
gr ief since we last sat in this Chamber with the 
departure of  the former G overnor-General , Jules 
Leger,  a g reat Canad ian ,  a g reat Canadian t hat 
served Canadians well .  

M r. Speaker, i t  was some four years ago that the 
then Leader of the Opposit ion stood here to reply to 
the Speech from the Throne. He  d iscussed at some 
l e n g t h  the fa i l i n g s ,  as  he saw t h e m ,  o f  t h e  
government o f  t h e  day.  He  spoke about t h e  future of 
Manitoba. He asked i f  we wanted to be the f irst 
generat ion of M an itobans whose ch i ldren must look 
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with difficulty to see if  they can buy their own homes, 
whose c h i ld ren  can ' t  afford to own t h e i r  own 
businesses and farms. He  said and I quote "I believe 
that we do not have to settle for being the f irst 
generat ion of M an itobans who gave up the hope that 
most of our children can own their  own homes or 
their  own farms or the ir  own bus inesses. I believe, he 
said ,  we don' t  have to settle for  the kind of future 
where the most important ability our children will 
have is the ability to leave Manitoba". Further he 
ind icated that it  is  t ime that we recaptu red the hopes 
that M anitobans have always had for the future. " it ' s  
t ime" , said he, "that we recaptu red the excitement 
of working to make our community better and more 
prosperous". These were his words on this occasion 
nearly four years ago. 

With in  months the Leader of the Opposit ion ,  the 
present Premier ,  called upon the  people of  the 
province to jo in together in changing Manitoba for 
the better. He  was rewarded, M r. Speaker, with the 
g reatest popular vote that any party had i ndeed won 
s ince 1 9 1 5 . The people of Man itoba placed the i r  
confidence, their  hopes and their  beliefs i n  the future 
i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  p resent  Premier  and  t h e  
p resent Cab i net ,  t h e  Con servat ive Party of  t h e  
Province o f  Manitoba. M r. Speaker, there has been 
time for this government to prove itself, to  show its 
stuff, to make a mark on the h istory of the province 
of M a nitoba. The t ime is  n ow approachi n g  when 
Manitobans will again judge their  government and 
chose the future path for Manitoba. People i n  th is  
province had compared the record of three years of 
Conservative rule with those words uttered by the 
present Premier of this province as Leader of the 
Opposit ion four years ago. They have compared and 
t hey k n ow t h i s  g overnment  h as c o m mit ted ,  M r. 
Speaker, perhaps the g reatest betrayal of hope and 
c o n f i d ence t h at M a n i t o b a n s  ever  had in t h e i r  
anticipations i n  the government. 

Mr. S p e aker ,  acute  protracted rest ra int has 
become acute protracted d isaster, and those h ave 
i ndeed become the hallmarks of th is  government;  
hallmarks indeed that have been broken promises, 
eco n o m i c  decl i n e ,  secr ecy, a r rogance a n d  
bottomless hypocr isy. T h e i r  o w n  words condemn 
them.  The i r  own policies have brought M anitoba to 
its knees. 

N ow, M r. Speaker, t hey offer a Throne. S peech 
which is i ndeed the ghost of Xmas past. The Western 
Power studies are featu red for the th i rd consecutive 
t ime,  but t here is noth ing new to say about the 
project 's feas ib il ity. Announcements made through 
1 980 have been recycled again  and again ,  wi th  n o  
c o m pleted s t u d i es o r  agreements. T h ey are t h e  
echoes o f  1 966 a n d  1 969. There is  much o f  Xmas 
past but there is noth ing of Xmas pn:isent arid as for 
Xmas future, the very word future appears only once 
i n  the Throne Speech. 

Business closures and bankruptcies have become 
so frequent that many are not even reported, yet the 
government offers only its sympathy about i nterest 
rates. They offer to  mon itor  i nterest rates and a 
cont i nuat ion  of a id  for com mercial research and 
tech nology. Th is  p rovince has suffered the  non­
precedented loss of population. But th is  problem, 
M r. Speaker, is not  even mentioned i n  the Throne 
Speech.  This problem is not mentioned by a party 
that has wept over and over again in the past, while 

it was i n  opposit ion,  crocodi le tears about the lost 
young people dur ing  years i ndeed , that were not 
years of populat ion declin e  but rather were years of 
populat ion increase. 

M r. Speaker, let me point out to the Member for 
Emerson ,  the M inister of Agriculture that i ndeed the 
1978 C o n servat ive loopholes in The Farmlan d s  
Protection Act, are big enough to d rive a locomotive 
through ,  but we read in the newspapers that despite 
pledges of amendments, there will no  attempt on the 
part of the M i nister of Agriculture to  plug loopholes. 
I nflation is eat ing away at Manitoba's standard of 
living ,  especially s ince wage levels here have fallen 
beh i n d  other provin ces ,  but  the  T h rone S peech 
ignores the problem. 

In his reply to the last New Democratic Party 
Throne Speech ,  the present Premier expressed h is  
disappointment that the Garrison Diversion  project 
and Manitoba's n at ive people were not mentioned i n  
that Throne S peech. i t  should n ot come a s  any 
surprise to anyone that i ndeed there has been no  
ment ion  o f  e i ther  i n  t h i s  T h ro n e  S peech.  The 
Conservative motto seems to be promises made are 
promises broken. The rapidly r is ing cost of g aso!ine  
is  not mentioned, nor i s  roads, ra i l  relocations i n  the 
context of the Winn ipeg Core development. 

Despite endless questions from t h e  Honourable 
Member  for Rock Lake about the Port of Churchill 
- and we recall so well the honourable member 
again and again i n  the last session of the H ouse, 
asking  about the Port of Churchi ll - the Port of 
Churchill i s  not mentioned in the Throne Speech ;  it 
has been !eft to the Member of the Legislatu re for 
Churchill and for the province of Saskatchewan to 
document the d iversion of grain from Churchill to 
Thunder Bay, t here has been but silence on the part 
of this government. 

M r. Speaker, the omissions alone confirm the fact 
that th is  g overnment has nothing to offer Mani tobans 
except secret studies about riew developments that 
m ay or may not happen; that may or may not be 
heavily subsidized by the people of M anitoba; that 
m ay or may not be unwelcome, as has been the 
g iveaway of t imber resources by th is government in 
eastern Manitoba to Abit ib i .  Failure, Mr.  Speaker, 
has mnde this government desperate. I hope, Mr. 
Speaker, that  they w i ll heed t he report  of t h e  
Churchi ll Forest Industr ies Inqu i ry report. Meaningful 
public debate of major prCJjects can only take place if  
all in formation is  made available to the Legislatu re 
a n d  i f  f i n a n c i al relat i o n s h i ps are  n o t  kept  
confident iaL 

N ow, M r. Speaker, some indeed do say that it i s  
easy to crit icize but we on th is  s ide of the House 

,h�\IE! �n obligation to offl:!r alternatives. The Premier 
h imself, who's now speaking from the seat of his 
pants as usual, i n  the H ouse, had this to say i n  a 
recent  speech to the Conservative state d inner and 
i n  h is  closing remarks to the last session of the 
Legislatu re. One reads i n  the December 12 Winnipeg 
Sun ,  a quote from the Premier saying ,  "We have to 
remind the people of Man itoba just  how bloody bad 
i t  was" .  M r. Speaker, the backward looking defence 
of his record can be summarized as, we may be bad 
but t hey were worse. 

I can understand how comfort ing i t  m ust be for the 
Premier to  keep giving the same speeches, the same 
stale speeches that he made four years ago at a t ime 
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of g reat personal success. I must however remind  
h im of h is  words i n  the Chamber from th is  seat when 
he stated,  "The people of Manitoba d id not put all of 
us here to gnaw the bones of old content ions, but 
rather to grapple with the future of th is  province and 
its people" .  We can learn from the past but those 
lessons must be applied to  the future. M anitobans 
have learned some lessons i n  the past few years and 
I 've heard that their  conclusions about the k ind of 
government that they want i n  this province. 

lt was my pr ivilege to visit most parts of  t h i s  
province, i ndeed almost two-th i rds  o f  the provinc ial 
constituencies i n  Manitoba, s ince the House rose i n  
July th is  year. I listened a n d  I heard that Manitobans 
want a government that can be trusted again in the 
p rov ince  of  M a n i t o b a .  T h e y  k no w  t h a t  t h i s  
government began break ing promises a s  soon a s  i t  
was elected . They want a g overnment that i s  open 
and honest and willin g  to  l isten to  M anitobans. They 
are t i red  of t h e  f l imflam, t h e  m u c h  ado about  
nothing, which has  been so characteristic of the past 
t h ree years .  A bove all, M an it o b a n s  want  a 
government  t h at i s  will i n g  t o  take real ist i c  a n d  
const ruc t i ve s t e p s  t o  r e b u i ld t h e  p rov inces 's  
shattered economy. 

This is  the fifth session of the Legislatu re in l ittle 
more than three years, but what is  there to  show for 
all that activity? M an itobans are wondering what has 
happened to th is  province. We see children In soup 
l ines at the Salvation Army, almost - (lnterjection)­
M r .  Speaker, the response from the members of th is  
government and the backbenchers across the way, 
i n d ee d  d o  c h aracter ize s o m et h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
sentiment a n d  philosphy that is  i nherent on  t h e  part 
of so many across the way. -(Interjection)- M r .  
Speaker, i t  would be g reat i f  t h i s  Premier's ears were 
as good as h is  tongue. lt might  i ndeed be to the 
benefit of everybody i n  th is  Chamber.  

Mr .  Speaker, i f  th is Premier  would do a l i t t le 
listen ing to the people of the province of Manitoba 
we' d  be i n  better shape today. I f  th is  Premier would 
i ndeed travel about the province of Man itoba and 
speak to the average Manitoban, then i t  would be to 
the benefit of us  all. 

M r .  Speaker, almost 1 ,000 M an itobans lost the ir  
jobs i n  just two of the many plant closures, Swifts 
and the Tr ibune.  In G i llam we were told, by an 
elderly person in G i llam, that G i llam indeed was the 
town where h e  wanted t o  l ive o u t  m ost of  h i s  
remain ing  years. The m a n  needed regular medical 
attent ion.  The doctor at G i llam had just moved out .  
The man said that he  could not  afford to  leave 
Gi llam, to  spend his last years in a strange town. 

I n  Friday's Free Press, the owner of the Winn ipeg 
Folklore Centre says, "There is  no  room for this type 
of store i n  a catatonic city" . You can't have a dead 
c i ty  a n d  expect  t hese f r i n g e  s t o re s  to s u s t a i n  
themselves. l t  i s  noted i n  the same issue of the Free 
Press that M cLaren Advert is ing and Phil ips Data are 
closing their  Winn ipeg offices, with Phil ips cit ing soft 
market condit ions .  

On that same d ay the Winn ipeg Sun reported on  
the i ssue  of hospital beds, part icularly psyc hiatr ic 
beds, which we have raised repeatedly s ince th is  
government cancelled plans to expand the number of  
hospitals. Chief Magist rate George Park in  is  quoted 
as saying  the whole damned system is  such that you 
c a n ' t  get  a pat ien t  in w h e n  t hey b a d ly need 
treatment.  

Someone looking  for jobs i n  the career section 
would f ind that  there were 1 62 jobs advertised last 
Saturday, but less than a th i rd of them were with 
pr ivate sector  M anitoba f irms. I s  th is  the future of 
excitement and prosperity which M anitobans were 
p r o m i se d ? N o, it is t h e  o ppos i te  of  w h at was 
promised but  i s  a d irect result of the  economic 
policies of th is  government.  

The Premier h imself was a h appy slasher .  O n  
October 3 1 ,  1 977,  a s  acute protracted restraint was 
being prepared the Premier said, " I 've been told that 
t here is an extra spring  i n  the step of people as t hey 
walk d own Portage Avenue" . M r .  Speaker, today 
people are more likely to be walking  d own Portage 
Avenue to get to a bus going out of the P rovince of 
Manitoba. The true believer rarely falters and the 
Conservative Government itself i s  the vanguard of 
that North American movement. 

On N ov e m b e r  24 ,  1 97 7 ,  speak i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
measures p repared f o r  t h e  f i rst  sess i o n  of  t h e  
Legislat ion t h e  Premier said, "Some of the paths that 
are being cut i n  Manitoba will assuredly be followed 
i n  Ot taw a  u nd e r  a C o n servat ive Federal  
G overnment" .  The Premier was correct, M r .  Speaker, 
to Joe Clark 's everlasti ng  m isfortune.  

On October  24 ,  1 97 8 ,  he to ld  a New Y o r k  
audience, " T h e  reduct ions we h ave m a d e  i n  t h e  
t a x i n g ,  t h e  b o rrowi n g ,  s p e nd i n g  a n d  s i z e  o f  
government i n  Manitoba a re  acting  as a spur  to  our  
ability to  create employment" . Yes, the worst job  
creat ion record i n  the whole of Canada, the worst 
job creat ion in the whole of Canada. On M ay 3 of 
that year the p resent M in ister of Community Services 
told the Legislature that by reducing the tax we are 
going to  keep more people here. On  M arch 6 ,  1 979,  
the F inance M i nister told h is  ideological companions 
at the Fraser I nstitute that we will  certainly have a 
revived economy. We do n o  hear much anymore 
from Fraser I nst itute and i t 's  i nterest i n  M an itoba. 

The Premier put i t  all on  the l ine i n  his June 5, 
1 97 9  speech to t h e  C a n a d i a n  M an ufactu re r s  
Assoc iat i o n  i n  Toronto  w h e n  h e  d es c r i bed t h e  
government's role as saying, "The p rivate sector and 
the market economy, a chance to demonstrate that i t  
could create .the opportun i ties, the prosperity and the 
quality of l ife we want i n  Manitoba." Th is government 
i gn ored warnings from this s ide of the H ouse, from 
eco n o m i st s  and even f r o m  m a n y  o f  t h e i r  own 
supporters. 

In Februa ry, 1 979 ,  the ret i r i n g  and the n ewly­
elected pres idents  of  t h e  W i n n ipeg const ruct i o n  
industry said 7 ,000 to 8 ,000 j o b s  h a d  been lost d u e  
to provincial government  restraint I n  ·their  i ndu stry 
.alon e .  M r .  M ic hael  K offm a n  o f  State  Electr i c  
Company said to expect, a s  h a d  been suggested, 
t h at t h e  p r i vate sector  wi l l  s tep  i n  to replace 
government just is  not realistic .  N o  matter, i n  July, 
1 979, the Premier was still confident enough to call 
gloomy forecasts selective statistics and pessimism. 
He  said that i n  1 979 Manitoba would have a growth 
rate of 3.6 percent, not the 1 .5 percent that had 
been predicted by the Conference Board of Canada. 
Well, the Conference was wrong. M an itoba's g rowth 
rate last year was only 1 percentage point, and 
worse than any other p rovince. 

The speculat ive b u b ble of neo-Conse rvat i ve 
d reams has burst. The bubble burst but, as with any 
speculative scheme, i t  i s  the ordinary people that are 
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out ot pocket. We must try to salvage someth ing 
f rom the wreck. Some of those ordinary people were 
Manitobans who went into business for themselves, 
inc luding the 27 bu i ld ing and trade contractors who 
have declared bankruptcy this year .  Some were farm 
e q u i pment  dea lers  w h o  h ave been d e n i e d  any  
assistance from the Manitoba govern ment to help 
them th rough a per iod of sharp decl i ne  i n  farm 
income. There are the  young people who put  a 
deposit  on furn i tu re at O ! l mann ' s  who now m ay 
i ndeed never again see that money. 

The Premier sti l l  cr it icizes my party for using what 
he  i s  cal l i n g  "select ive stat ist ics" a l though ,  M r .  
Speaker, I must note that he and h i s  col leagues are 
p retty se lect ive in t h e i r  att e m p t s  to show a n y  
concrete evidence o f  a n y  u pswing i n  the economy of 
the Province of M anitoba. The Premier is  not making 
any predict ions any more;  he' s  not tel l ing the world 
any more to fol low Manitoba's lead. He,  i n  the recent 
Throne Speech,  ignored the employment problem i n  
Manitoba, t h e  fact w e  had t h e  worst j o b  creat ion 
record in  1 979 ,  the worst so  far  in  1 980 a n d ,  
accord ing  to  the Conference Board forecast , t h e  
worst i n  1 98 1 .  He  ignores t h e  fact that i f ,  a s  the 
Conference Board expects, our economy shr inks by 
1.2 percent this year, that shr inkage wil l be the worst 
performance since records were started in 1 96 1 .  l t  is 
not the first d rought year as the Premier n oted 
h imself four years ago i n  h is  extensive d iscussion of 
the harm then being caused to M anitoba by drought .  
This government sti l l  ignores the fact that housing 
construct ion i n  M anitoba has decreased by about 
two-th i rds from the d isastrously low level of 1 979.  

The Conservatives were going to  get M ani toba 
moving again and they have al l  r ight to  Alberta, to 
Saskatchewan, to Ontar io and even the Marit imes, 
anywhere, anywhere that jobs are opening  up. This 
government and this Premier show absolutely no 
awareness of how their restraint ph i losophy has been 
turned into a snowbal l  of m isfortune for Manitoba; 
they do not see a connect ion between a freeze on  
nor thern  const ruct i o n ;  t h e  d e m o l i t i o n  of  t h e  
Department o f  N orthern Affairs and t h e  i ncreasing  
numbers of northern M an itobans, part icularly native 
people, who have come into Winn ipeg i n  a desperate 
search for work . 

I ,  and my col leagues, visited Ind ian reserves i n  the 
north where u nemployment now exceeds 90 percent. 
Anyth ing looks better and so these people come into 
Winnipeg where restraint has made i t  more d i ff icult 
for social  and educat ion agencies to  he l p them ; 
where the employment situation means there are less 
job openings; and f inal ly,  where some of them feel 
they must send their ch i ldren to the Salvat ion Army 
to get a decent meal. l t  took a battle to  preserve the 
downtown school  nutr i t ion program which is  a saving 
g race for h u n d reds of c h i l d re n .  Thank God t hat 
program d id  not get axed by th is  government but is 
indeed a smal l  mercy. This government of a Cabinet 
of f inancial wizards has said that Manitoba's relative 
decl ine i n  wage levels, the 6.8 percent increase in the 
min i m u m  wage s i nce Septem ber ,  1 976 ,  and the  
opportunities offered by  healthiee economies to  the  
West are a l l  beneficial to Manitobans. Each of those 
factors have contr ibuted to our drop in populat ion .  

Let  the Min ister of Economic Development, who 
twice wrote the  Free P ress this fal l stat i n g  that 
certainly h is  government pol icy was one of reduced 

overal l i nvestment in the M anitoba economy, ta lk  
about populat ion decrease. To the furniture indust ry, 
for example,  which is starved for customers because 
of a lmost no  demand for new housing ,  plus h igher 
i nterest rates; let the M i nister of F inance explain the 
i r relevance of populat ion decrease to the employees 
and the owners of home-bu i ld ing f irms that are now 
i n  rece ivers h i p .  Fm s u r e  t h at t h e  res i d e n t s  o f  
Neepawa would  welcome a chance to have someone 
from that front bench tel l  them that the M an itoba 
economy is  basically healthy as t hey struggle with a 
plant closure that is of g reater i mpact to their  town 
than the shutdown of M assey-H arr is Ferguson is  to 
Canada. Department store employees wi l l  be happy 
to hear t hey h ave n oth ing  to  worry about. Their  
industry is  heavily dependent upon the number of  
people i n  Manitoba and the i ncome level of people 
that are here. The l atest report on department store 
sales issued six days ago shows that from October, 
1 979 to October, 1 980 sales in M anitoba increased 
by 6.4 percent,  the worst in Canada and well below 
the nat ional average of 1 1 .3 percent .  I nf lat ion  of 
more than 10 percent in the same period means that 
department store sales here are sel l ing substantially 
less goods than they were last year, a fact which 
should surprise no  one, except the members of the 
benches opposite. 

But this i s  sti l i  n ot a government which is  prepared 
to face facts. When my colleague for Brandon East 
released his latest report comparing the economic 
management of the two governments, the Premier 
again charged selective statistics and the M i nister of 
Finance said a comparison of 1 975 to 1 977 with 
1 978 to 1 980 woul d  show a d ifferent story. The 
M i nister of F inance has actua l ly brought  h i s  own 
cred i bi l ity into question. M an itoba's g rowth rate from 
1 978 to  1 980 is o n l y  o n e-tenth  of the nat iona l  
average. For  the ent ire 1 970 to 1 977 our  g rowth was 
e ight  t imes better ,  and four-fifths  of the nat ional  
average. But i f  one just looks at the l ast th ree years 
of New Democratic Party government,  1975 to 1 977, 
our g rowth rate was 84 percent of Canada's,  even 
better than over the entire period, 1 969 to 1 977.  Mr .  
Deputy Speaker, I wonder i f  there is  st i l l  anyone i n  
M a n i t o b a  t h at st i l l  cou ld  p o ss i b l y  h ave any  
confidence i n  a Finance M i nister that is  so  totally out 
of touch with the past performance of this province's 
economy; is there anyone that could sti l l  have any 
trust or  confidence? 

The First ivlinister may very well  say much of my 
analysis is  correct but the New Democratic Party is  
even worse. We have an ob l igat ion ,  Mr .  Speaker, to 
present an alternat ive but  some of the pr inc ip les 
which would gu ide New Democratic Party economic 
po l icies are clear. We would put an end to  the 
resource g iveaway which have become a habit under 
the C o n servat ive  G ov e r n m e n t. The Trout Lake 
deposit was found through New Democratic Party 
gove r n m e n t  exp lorat i o n  a n d  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
development o f  t h e  deposit - M r .  Speaker, 1 hear 
t h e  M i n i ster  of  F i n a n ce t h at h as so l i t t l e  
u n d erstand i n g  o f  t h e  past  performance  o f  t h e  
economy o f  t h e  province o f  Manitoba again shouting 
from his seat. A l though the  d evelopment o f  t he  
deposit was a no-risk proposition the government 
was so desperate to  have some m ineral development 
it  paid Hudson Bay M in ing  &. Smelter Company a 
quarter share of the mine.  M an itobans have lost half 
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their  income from that new m i ne ,  i ncome which wi l l  
g o  t o  H u d so n  B ay M i n in g  a n d  Smelter 's  South  
African owners. A New Democratic Party government 
wou l d  h ave taken the o p p o r t u n i t y  for  major i ty  
ownersh ip  of  the  Tantalum Mine ,  a h igh ly  profitable 
m i n e ,  and the o n l y  one of  its k i n d  in Canada.  
M anitoba lacks abundant o i l  and gas reserves or a 
d o m i n a n t  p o s i t i o n  i n  any  resou rce except  for  
Tanta lum.  Surely we must  work  to keep as much  of  
the wealth  and  m ineral wealth i n  th is  province as is 
humanly possible. Mu l t i  nat ionals l i ke I nca have a 
dominant  posit ion which M an itoba cannot chal lenge 
but s ure ly  we s h o u l d  t a k e  advantage of  t h e  
opportunit ies which do  exist for t h e  people o f  th is  
province to increase their  own state i n  its resources. 

Other provinces have shown that with i magination 
and true bel ief i n  the future t hey can take a more 
active role i n  their economy and increase the f low of 
investment income, thus reducing the pressure on 
taxes and fees. 

The last Throne Speech talked about the potential 
for new oi l  d iscoveries in the Virden field. N ow that 
t hose d iscover ies  h ave been  m a d e  by a 
Saskatchewan Crown Corporat ion t here is s i lence, 
si lence about our o i l  prospects. Why couldn ' t  the 
gove r n m e n t  of  M an i t o ba h ave s hared in t hat  
d iscovery? 

We hear about the tremendous potential of the 
potash development that may or may not take p lace 
near St .  Lazare. We have been told that again the 
company is g uaranteed a hea l thy  share of  t h e  
province 's  i nterest i n  the  potent ia l  m i n e  and i t s  
potential  p rofits. W e  do n o t  know what assurances 
have been g iven to  the U . S .  based mu l t inat ional  
w h i c h  i s  i nvo lved because th is  g overn m e n t  has 
refused for  n ear ly  seven m o n t h s ,  near ly seven 
months Mr .  Speaker, to make publ ic  their  Letter of 
I ntent regarding  the k nown potash deposits. 

There i s  talk about development at ManFor and we 
can only hope that they're n ot model led along the 
Abit ib i  l ine.  Alcan is  complet ing a prel im inary study 
to determine i f  t hey wil l do  a feas ib i l ity study of a 
p lant  wh ich  wou ld be completed i n  1 98 6  at the  
earl iest. We know from the newspapers that they 
looked at Manitoba upon the province's i nvitat ion ,  
that at f irst they were skeptical about the economics 
of such a smelter. Once more the l id  of secrecy is  
being kept  t ight ly  o n  th i s  d evelopment.  l t  seems 
certain that Alcan is  being offered i ncentives by a 
government now desperate to create the appearance 
of future prosperity, but meaningful  debate cannot 
beg in  unt i l  the pub l ic  and the Legislature are g iven 
fu l l  detai ls .  

N o  one wants to  keep worthwhi le indust ries out of 
Manitoba but equal ly those of us  on  this side do not 
want to see publ ic  funds spent on  a pig in a poke or 
on s u bsidies for m u l t i n at i o n a l s  to do what  
M an itobans cou ld  have done on  the i r  own. We refer 
to the lessons of CFI and operat ion breakthrough ,  
not because that i n i t iative ended i n  scandal , but  
because i t  demonstrated clearly the fo l ly  of basic 
eco n o m i c  d evel o p m e n t  u p o n  h an d o u t s  to b u y  
mult inat ional activity, which b y  i t s  very nature w i l l  b e  
c o n ducted to  benef i t  t he  m u l t i nat iona l  f i rst  a n d  
Manitoba o n l y  second. 

lt  can be said that some Conservatives seem to 
forget nothing and learn noth ing .  The Throne S peech 
references to deve lo p m e n t s  a b o u t  w h i c h  n o  

in format ion is  available and t o  hopes for a b i l l ion 
do l lars worth of development echo too closely the 
Throne S peeches of m id  1 960' s  and the 1 00 m i l lion 
d e ve l o p m e n t  f u n d .  A new Democrat ic  Party 
g o ve r n m e n t  w o u l d  h av e  t u r n e d  before n o w  to 
M anitoba's s ing le g reatest natural resource, hydro 
electricity. The last th ree Throne Speeches have, on 
the question of hydro electricity, g iven a whole new 
d e p t h  o f  m e a n i n g  to t h e  p hrase "l i p  serv ice" . 
Development is always mentioned but never started. 

If th is  government appl ied i ts  hydro po l icies to  
agr icul t u re i t  wou ld  te l l  each  farmer t o  take h i s  
i ncome i n  a part icular year, to  p lace t h e  money i n  a 
jar, bury the jar i n  h is  back yard. They would u rge 
h i m  not to  borrow at the start of next year to  f inance 
his seeding  because the crop might  fail ,  o r  indeed 
the crop might not be sold next year. They would te l l  
h im to leave that money i n  the jar and not to  waste i t  
on  c lothes for h is  fami ly or  gasol ine or  h i s  veh icles. 
That farm would not have much of a future, M r .  
Speaker, a n d  u nder th is  government nei ther h as 
hydro much of a future. Hydro development must be 
orderly, p lanned,  to help even out the cycles of our  
economy and prepared i n  a way that le t  northerners 
f i rst ,  t hen  other M an itobans,  be  tra ined to  take 
advantage o f  the job o p p o rt u n i t i e s  t hat  new 
construction wi l l  make available. H owever ,  we must 
never forget that th is  is a world of increasin g  energy 
shortages and spiral l i ng  energy costs. We have on 
the Nelson River vast potential renewable energy. its 
deve lo p m e n t  w i l l  n ot add s i g n i f i cant ly  t o  
environmental damage. 

M an itoba p laces itself at the mercy of potential 
hydro  customers when  the g overnment ' s  stated 
policy is  to start this much needed development only 
when new sales are made. lt i s  very clear that i n  the 
d iscussion of a powerl ine to  Saskatchewan and to 
A l ber ta ,  the g overn m e n t  o f  M an i t o b a  i s  t h e  
part icipant under p ressure. I n  hydro, more than any 
other f iel d ,  t h i s  g overnment has shown they are 
afraid of the future and unwi l l i ng  to invest in the 
future of the p rovince of Manitoba. They h ave set 
this province back by dallying for th ree years and 
more. 

Mr.  S peaker, I wonder how the Member for La 
Verendrye, h ow he voted in the resolut ion that the 
Member for Churchi l l  i ntroduced to this H ouse i n  
1 978 when he called u p o n  orderly development to  
take p lace. N ow i t  i s  Let' s  M ake a Deal t ime and 
future revenues might  go  the way of N ewfoundland 
u nder s imilar circumstances. 

The F irst M i nister showed how well he understands 
hydro development when he stood here and said 
Jenpeg and Lake Winn ipeg controls won't  work very 
well and we d idn 't need them i n  the f irst p lace. That 
from a man who had, m i nutes earl ier, been talk ing 
about  d rought .  Th is  year the  F i rst M i n ister was 
wrong by about 33 mi l l ion  and he will be wrong 
every t i m e  J e n peg a n d  Lake  W i n n i pe g  c o n t r o l  
cont inue to  p rove t h e i r  value. Mr .  Speaker, there are 
o t h e r  ways i n  w h i c h  a New Democrat ic  P arty 
e co n o m i c  p o l i cy  would d if fer  f rom t hat  o f  t h e  
Conservatives. 

We would do  more than pay lip service to the 
t ho u s a n d s  o f  s m a l l  b u s i nesses t h at are  t he 
foun d at i o n  of so much  econ o m i c  activ-ity i n  t he  
province. I f  there were no  federal programs fo r  smal l  
bus inesses the  p resent government  of M an i toba 

"1.1 



Monday, 15 Decem ber, 1980 

wou ld  be offe r i n g  them n ot h i n g  but  hope. The  
government is too  busy looking for  i t s  one b ig deal 
w i t h  a m u l t i n a t i o n a l  to t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  s m a l l  
bus i n esses who depend a g reat d e a l  u p o n  t h e  
provincial economic c l imate. 

Rural depopulation has simply not been a concern 
by this government nor has u ncontrol led construction 
ol mal ls in and outside of Winn ipeg been of concern. 
I u nderstand how a government which stopped most 
construction work i n  Manitoba would be reluctant to 
interfere with super abundance of mal ls. The end 
resul t  has been chaos with more stores compet ing 
for  less business. Most  smal l  businesses i n  Manitoba 
need only look over the ir  bank records to  k n ow 
which party has their i nterests best at heart. The 
most tragic aspect of this government's economic 
d isaster is that ordinary people are those who get 
hurt first and small  businesses are the ones that go 
bankrupt whi le larger ones s imply adjust and i n  the 
case of branch l ine companies ,  s imply by way of  
c los ing their  branch i n  Man itoba and moving out. 
The Winn ipeg Folk lore Centre d isappears but Ph i l ips 
Data Systems just  c loses one of their  many offices 

In a four-year period from 1 977 to 1 980 pr ices 
increased by 39 percent but wages went up by only 
22 percent. The results were fe l t  by every M anitoban 
in the pocket. 

A provincial  government can on ly  do so much 
about wage and price trends but th is  government 
makes th is worse. The min imum wage in Manitoba 
has increased by only 6 .8  percent s ince September 
1 976.  The price of provincial services have i ncreased,  
h igher  charges for tu i t ion fees ,  for  Autopac,  for  
Pharmacare, for personal care homes, for Winn ipeg 
Transit, and so on. 

Th is  g overnment wanted to completely remove 
controls over the retai l  price of m i lk ,  although control 
of farmers prices were never to be changed. Low 
i ncome for Manitobans would i ncrease b u t  
mu l t i nat iona ls  l i k e  Safeway a n d  Lob laws g e t  t h e  
chance to d raw more profit from Manitoba. One rent 
increase would  be appealed by tenants and changed 
if they were u nfair ,  that is  st i l l  the case in most 
provinces. Here some tenants have had increases of 
67 percent,  many increases which double or  tr ip le 
the rate of i nflat ion,  and the government has done 
nothing to rol l  back those increases. Tenants who 
have tr ied to  use the new leg is la t ion  say i t  i s  
h opeless.  A N ew Democrat ic Party government  
would  restore a form of rent control to  deal with 
exorbitant rent i ncreases, unti l  there is  a good supply 
of decent affordable housing again i n  the province of 
M anitoba. 

Northern residents have been h i t  with a 29 percent 
increase i n  the cost of propane, to heat their homes 
and businesses. The Publ ic Ut i l it ies Board did not 
even insist that the supplier, Dome Petroleu m ,  just ify 
that increase. The Conservative party bel ieves in h igh  
energy prices. l t  is  not  surpris ing that t hey have done 
noth ing about th is  price increase. A New Democratic 
Party would i nsist that such a massive jump i n  the 
cost of heat ing be thoroughly justified with full and 
complete d isclosure. 

The Throne Speech attempts to cover up for the 
Publ ic  Ut i lities Board by mentioning d iscussions with 
Trans-Canada Pipel ines. l t  appears from q uest ions 
asked Fr iday i n  th is  House,  that nort herners are 
supposed to p in  their  hopes on a natural gas pipel ine 
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that no  one has appl ied to  bu i ld ,  and which d oes not 
appear i n  the nat ional energy program. I suspect that 
with t ime we wi l l  see that th is  is just one more pipe 
d ream, rather than a pipel ine. 

This government was so sorry to see the Crosby 
b u d get  d efeated ,  t hey 've t r i e d  t h e i r  best t o  
i mplement i t  anyway. Provincial tax on  gasol ine has 
been increased so that every time the oil companies, 
or  Alberta, or  Ottawa raise the price of gasol ine,  
there w i l l  b e  a n  extra 2 0  percent i ncrease i n  
M an itoba. Before the federal budget, the provincial 
tax was going up  15 percent. Thanks to the L iberal 
energy program, the Manitoba govern ment m ay see 
its gasoline  tax doubled by 1 984. Small wonder that 
th is  government i ndeed has made itself the lap dog 
of Alberta. They wi ! l  p iggyback on  every increase and 
I ' m  sure the provincial increases wil l  continue to be 
so t imed that they're camouflaged by other price 
h ikes. That extra tax comes from people who are 
a l ready  h a r d  p ressed b y  r i s i n g  p r i ces .  A N ew 
Democrat ic  Party  g o ve r n m e n t  w o u l d  n o t  h ave 
i mposed such a tax at th is  t ime. l t  is  especial ly hard 
on  those who must d rive long distances for work or 
for shopping.  

A New Democratic Party government would ,  as the 
p revious  one ,  e ither f reeze the fees charged for  
g overn m e n t  s ervices or keep i nc reases t o  t h e  
min imum.  O u r  party remains committed to act ing ,  
when absolutely necessary, to  control the pr ice of 
essentials l i ke housing. We want to  help Manitobans 
f ight  inf lat ion .  The present Premier just puffs away 
about federal deficits, to take attent ion from h is  own 
hand in the pockets of the people of the province of 
Manitoba. 

M r. Speaker, i have found that M an itobans are 
anxious to have a government that is  open, that is 
honest with them, that is  wi l l ing to  l isten .  They know 
that Manitoba lacks that k ind  of government today. 
I n  vi l lages, i n  towns, i n  cities , and farms and shop 
stores, in offices, i n  l ivingrooms, I ' ve heard the same 
descript ion of almost every member of the present 
Cabinet, a little autocrat. A Little Autocrat. 

Local municipal officials ask why their advice is  no 
longer sought by the M i nister of M u n icipal Affairs. 
The people i n  Thompson must wonder i f  the M i nister 
of G overnment Services l istens to anybody, after he 
offered to them to replace C RTC, after the Publ ic 
Ut ilities Board which had refused to f ight on  their  
behalf ,  for fu l l  d isclosure of propane heat ing costs in 
the city of Thompson . They must indeed wonder;  
very vocal on the CRTC, very si lent on the Publ ic 
Ut i l it ies Board. 

Elderly tenants ask why the M i nister responsible 
for rent stabi l ization ignored their pleas and cut off 
publ ic  hearings on rent control ,  then left them in the 
cold when rent increases of 25 percent,  30 percent,  
even 67 percent were handed down. 

Fishermen ask what k ind of Resources M i nister 
wou ld  t ry to  s p r i ng l i cenc ing  changes on them 
without warn ing ,  without consultat ion. M anitobans 
who love the u nspoi led beauty of th is  province ask,  
what k ind  of government would ignore the Jarmoc 
affair ,  and propose a condomin ium development for 
the Whiteshel l ,  then remove the proposal whi le  sti l l  
refus ing to  ho ld  fu l l  and p u b l i c  hear ings  o n  the  
proposed Whiteshel l  development plan. 

I nd ian people ask what sort of government would  
send  the  Premier  to  the i r  annua l  conference so 
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poor ly  i nformed , t h at w h e n  t o l d  h u n t i n g  p o l i cy 
changes he had promised them in 1 979 were not i n  
evidence, would respond b y  te l l ing them that i t  takes 
some time for these decisions to  be communicated 
to al l  levels of government. I nd ians would ask how 
any government could  remove their  r ight to vote i n  
mun icipal elections so q uietly, that most o f  them only 
d iscovered the changes two years later. 

The people of Nelson House told me, other M LAs 
and our New Democrat ic Party federal cr i t ic  for 
Ind ian Affairs, that they had not seen their  M LA for 
three years - the M i nister of Labour for th ree years 
- and when we asl<ed if  they had been in touch with 
the M i nister of Northern Affairs,  t hey asked, who is 
he? 

School board members, local counci l  members, 
teachers  and parents  h ave al l  asked w h at i s  
happen i n g  w i th  t h e  major  educat i o n  refor m  t h e  
present M i nister began promising more than a year 
ago ,  and which the 1 978 Throne Speech said was of 
major concern. They have not been involved i n  an 
open process of consultat ion such as that wh ich 
preceded the 1 977 d raft of The Publ ic  Schools Act. 

I was in Winn ipegosis this fal l ,  a community l i ke  
m a n y  others ,  in  i t s  deep-fe l t  concern  a b o u t  
c o m m u n i ty  contro l  of s c h o o l s .  Last spr i n g ,  t h e  
M i nister o f  Education arrogantly told t h e  H ouse that 
he would have the problems i n  Winn ipegosis solved, 
but i n  Winnipegosis people do not feel they have 
even been l i stened to and the problems persist. 

The hundreds of people who once worked for the 
Winn ipeg Tribune must wonder i f  they are bein g  
heard when only o n e  pol itical party leader, only one 
pol i t ica l  party leader, fai led to  appear before the 
Royal Commission on  newspapers and that leader 
was the only one i n  a posit ion to  have acted o n  their  
behalf ,  the Premier of the Province of M anitoba. 

People who worked at M aple Leaf M il ls ,  Monarch 
Wear,  Western Sound ,  Jordan W i n es ,  Thompson 
Credit Un ion ,  The Pas  Credit Un ion ,  N eepawa Food 
Processors, M cLaren Advert is ing ,  one could go  o n  
a n d  on a n d  on a n d  i t  wou ldn ' t  d o  m u c h  good a s  far 
as t h e  M i n i s ter  o f  Eco n o m i c  Develo p m e n t  i s  
concerned because he just does not l isten. And ask 
i f  this government is  indeed l isten ing to them as they 
start the commencement of a long,  cold winter. 

Hog producers on  the brink of bankruptcy knew 
they  were n ot be i n g  heard  b y  the M i n i st e r  o f  
Agriculture who ins isted that only Manitoba would  
not  assist i t s  hog  producers, leaving them to struggle 
a l o n e  or b e  swa l lowed up by  Carg i l l .  Every 
Manitoban who depends i n  some way upon the food 
processing industry in this province must wonder if 
this is  an open and l istening  government when t hey 
compare its si lence on the M aple Leaf closure with 
the T hrone  S peech p r o m i se of  new p rocess i n g  
projects. T h e  Conservative government was able t o  
run  to  Alberta two weeks a g o  with a j u m ped-up 
scheme for a petro chemical plant .  But where were 
t hey d u r i n g  the  l ast t h ree years as M ap le  Leaf 
expanded its plant in Calgary and let the Manitoba 
plant run down? 

The autocratic q ual i ty of th is  Cabinet has become 
s o  we l l - k n ow n  that  t h e  o n l y  a n swer  to p u b l i c  
d iscontent on  t h e  part o f  t h e  F irst M i nister was t o  
h int  a t  another shuff le.  M any on  t h e  Treasury Bench 
today h ave become accustomed to  just lear n i n g  
about o n e  department before they are assig ned to 

another. We al l  read and heard about  the shuffle 
which was to have taken p lace one month ago .  lt 
conf irmed that with th i s  Cabinet to  be moved i s  
never q uite a promotion ,  i t  i s  more l i ke a rescue 
operat ion .  Perhaps at the last m inute the Premier 
real ized how very bad ly  his g over n m e n t ' s  bas ic  
competence was u ndermined by constant shuffles 
that had taken p lace. More l i kely he just real ized that 
no matter how many t imes you shuffle t he cards i t 's  
the same deck ,  i t 's  the same o ld deck ,  Mr .  Speaker. 

The M i n is ter  o f  H i ghways h as been  j u st as 
arrogant as the M i nister of Natural Resources, so he 
could hardly be expected to repair the damage that 
h as been done by the M i nister of Resources i n  the 
resources field .  

The  M i nister of Consumer and Corporate Affairs 
and the Environment has been a walk ing  t ime bomb 
but what i f  the special sk i l ls  he showed dur ing the 
M acGregor spi l l  and the rent  control d ispute were 
app l ied to  l ocal h ighway and road concerns, M r .  
Speaker, i t  would  be another d isaster. 

The M i nister of Finance has become t rapped in h is  
own ba lanced - b u dget  p r o m i ses ,  b u t  h is  lack  of  
imag inat ion i n  the Energy and M ines portfo l io  has 
meant a series of u nfulf i l led promises about  large 
projects and smaller projects which are possib le only 
t h r o u g h  extens ive p u b l i c  s u b s i d i es for p r i vate 
businesses. The Attorney-General apparently was n ot 
going to be shocked and that fact alone says much 
about the so-called new team which was supposed 
to have been assembled by the Premier. 

Mr. Speaker, th ree years and more h ave shown 
M an itobans that th is  i s  a government of autocrats 
and even monthly Cabinet shuffles wi l l  n ot change 
t h at fact.  Coffee and  conversati o n  o n  the ir  part 
doesn ' t  seem to help either. I attended a meet ing of 
some 1 ,000 people in St .  Malo th ree days after the 
Cabinet had folded their  tents and s l ipped away from 
St .  Malo,  on ly  t h ree days after the Cabinet h ad 
s l ipped away. And with one voice, Mr .  Speaker, the 
people i n  Emerson were asking ,  why do we see the 
Cabinet M i n i sters n ow after t hey forgot Emerson 
even existed for th ree years? Last m i n ute pub l ic  
relat ions exercises and even the last m inute h i r ing of  
many publ ic  relat ions advisors - by the way, H arry 
M art in is  one of them. I thought he would  never want 
to  dr ink  at the pub l ic  trough but apparently he's 
working ,  writing  speeches for the M i nister of Finance 
at the p resent t ime. ( I n terjection)- The qual i ty has 
been i ndicated, too. 

But, Mr. S peaker, this wil l  certain ly not change the 
contempt wh ich  so  many o f  t hese M i nisters are 
regarding  the people of the province of M anitoba. To 
quote again from the F irst M i nister' s  speech four 
years ago ,  "God knows t hey need a publ ic relat ions 
officer . "  That ' s  the k ind of pr iorit ies we have with 
th is  government.  The fai l u re of th is  government to be 
open, to  l isten i s  so evident that I only wish they had 
spent more than five d ays on Cabinet tours s ince the 
Legis lature rose.  The N ew Democrats i n  Lakeside,  in 
Russell and i n  Portage would have received the same 
boost, the same shot in the arm that New Democrats 
h ave received i n  S p r i n gf i el d ,  Emerson  a n d  i n  
Brandon.  

M r .  S peaker ,  I m e n t i on e d  a m o n t h  ago  t h e  
contempt with which th is government regards the 
people of M an i toba. They showed that contempt 
when, as people sat i n  the committee room ready to 
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make presentations about the Rent Control B i l l  83, 
pub l ic  hearings were cut off. That contempt was 
never more clear than the Premier's handl ing of the 
Constitutional issue. During the past session, when 
there was no  d ispute between the federal and the 
M an itoba g overnment about the Constitut ion, the 
Prem ier  refusett to  present  a resolu t ion  on the 
matter or to  set  aside t ime for a special debate as 
had been done i n  most other provinces. He  waited 
unt i l  he had gotten into a real scrap with the federal 
government and u n t i l  my co l leagues and I were 
g rowing  t i red of cal ls  for committee hearings on the 
subject. On September 15 the Premier promised to 
p l ace al l  documents  before the c o m mittee;  two 
months later our  members were sti l l  f ight ing to get 
those documents. 

The g overnment 's  attent ion  was focused on its 
court case with Ottawa and as at December 5, the 
Brandon Sun article asked, what•s i t  a l l  for? The lack 
of i nterest which appeared to exist seemed to be 
welcomed by the Premier.  On November 15 he told 
the F ree P ress t hat M a ni tobans  a re n ' t  a l l  t h at 
interested i n  the committee hearings. The Winn ipeg 
Sun said the Premier was not d iscouraged by the 
lack of interest; " l t 's  access ib i l ity that counts", he 
said. Then when i t  became clear that most br iefs 
were not endorsing the government's position the 
Premier went further to d iscourage peop le  f rom 
bothering to appear by saying, you don' t  operate 
government on  the basis of what the majority of 
people who come before a committee say. When 
pol ls asked q uest ions about the content of reform 
proposals and showed most  M anitobans d isagreeing 
with the Premier's he d iscounted pol ls and said the 
publ ic  d id  not understand the issue. When a pol l  
showed publ ic opposit ion to  the Pr ime M i n ister's 
hasty and un i l ateral action,  the Premier suddenly 
trusted the results and the publ ic 's  wisdom and 
warned .the Prjme Minister to  turn back and to turn 
back i n  p lace of public opposit ion. Interest i n  the 
Manitoba Committee hear ings has cont inued to bu i ld  
so now they are i n  suspension. 

On  October 1 1 , the Premier  said any s ign  of  
substantial amendments to  the federal reso lut ion 
would be hopeful .  He  has s ince failed to seek such 
amendments on  behalf of Manitoba and to i gnore 
them as h e  goes about  t h e  prov ince attac k i n g  
Ottawa. 

Mr. Speaker, t he Const i tu t ion  is n ot the most 
pressing problem confront ing Manitobans today. The 
Premier of th is  province and the Pr ime M i nister of 
Canada have been able to u se the Constitution as a 
means of avoid ing the hard economic issues which 
confront them.  And worse, the Premier  of  t h i s  
province h a s  played endless l itt le games with the 
Constitutional issue insult ing M anitobans deep love 
of their country. He has told M anitobans they are 
wise not to express their views on the issue and if 
they do express their views i t  would not matter to 
them. He has told them that when they d isagree with 
him they are misunderstand ing  the issue, then when 
they agree with him, their wi l l  must be obeyed. The 
only people to benefit  from th is  charade are the 
h igh-priced lawyers h ired by both Canada and the 
Manitoba government to argue a court case which is  
premature, wh ich is an excuse for  the Premier to 
stop negotiating on the Constitution. M r. Speaker, 
the f inal test of how open th is  government is is i n  its 
t reatment of freedom of i nformation. 

M r. Speaker, the Leg islature's resolut ion on  th is 
subject has been ignored ;  the Throne Speech makes 
no  mention of this matter. We wil l watch with i nterest 
how th is government t reats B i l l  No. 4 in the present 
session.  I can say here today that th is  party, i n  
o p p ost i o n  a n d  i n  gove r n m e n t, w i l l  n ot i g nore  
freedom of information. I can also make a pledge to 
the people of M anitoba t hat the N ew Democratic 
Party is  l isten ing, will continue to do  so regardless of 
the outcome of the next elect ion In  this province. 

You know, Tommy Douglas used to comment when 
he would get a r ise from members opposite that 
when you i ndeed t hrow a stone into a pack of dogs 
and you hear some barking, then you know that 
indeed you have managed to strike your target. We 
wi l l  watch with i nterest how the government t reats 
B i l l  No. 4 .  

T he N or thern TaSk · Force  wh ich  I a n d  m y  
col leagues have begun  ih October is  a model for our 
party and for our caucus. This party has begun  and 
wi l l  cont inue to  provide  M anitobans with a forum in 
their  own commun ity to  express their  concerns, to  
voice the i r  opin ions, to  tell their representatives what 
they expect from a provincial  government. We have 
no desire to become a prisoner of the Legislat ive 
Bu i ld ings;  no wish to l isten""or'lly to opinions that we 
agree w i th .  The same ··�11 ·be t rue  of every 
M i nister in a M arii'toba Cabinet but as the publ ic 
know and as the records show i t  i s  not true.  There 
must be an end to c losed and secretive government 
i n  M anitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, M an itobans feel despair about the 
f u t u re because o f  t h i s  g o ve r n m e n t ' s  econo m i c  
fail ings. They are frustrated when they realize that 
th is  government is .not l i stening, when it is secretive. 
But many, and part icularly those who jo ined that 
great majority i n  October, 1 977 ,  are angry with the 
trai l  of broken promises left by the Premier and by 
h is  col leagues. The Consewative& �ledged that they 
would  not fire any civi l  servants but they were so 
a n x i o u s  t h at the f i r i n g s  began  before the new 
government even took office. ·'Hundreds of qual ified 
publ ic  servants were thrOWn 'into the streets, taking 
with them ski l ls  and knowledge that had been sorely 
lacking  unfortunately in the past three years of th is  
government. The P remier 's  p ledge to stop young 
people and businesses from leaving the province by 
creating a more p rosperous economy would  be a 
joke if the fai lu re to follow through on that promise, 
i ndeed, had not been so d isastrous for Manitoba. 
There were so many promises and pledges that i t  is 
diff icult to remember. 

Some here will recal l  a press conference held on 
October  5th ,  1 97 7 ,  to u nv e i l  t h e  C o n servat ive 
programs and pol icies for  addressing the problems 
of the City of Winn ipeg. Some 21 programs were 
l isted. Where are they now? There was going to be 
an extensive housing strategy inc luding a d ispersal of 
publ ic  housing. l t  .has been dispersed right off the 
map. Property taxes were going to be lower than i n  
1 977;  pr iorit ies establ ished for t h e  city; a charter was 
going to 

'
be introduced. Three years later one would  

not be receiving anyth ing i f  not for  some monies that 
are being received from the federal government. 

N ow t h e  i n terc i ty  e m p loyment  program,  t h e  
i nterc i ty  h o u s i n g  const ruct ion ,  spec ia l  t r ai n i n g  
programs f o r  t h e  d isadvantaged, programs t h i s  
government cut or  ended, may start u p  again under 
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a new name. This is  a welcome development even 
when based on  the soft federal do l lars that the 
Premier once warned about The core i n it iative wi l l  
probably not include a form of rent contro l ,  yet many 
i nner c i ty residents are tenants, they would g reatly 
welcome this sort of protect ion .  There has been no 
vote to g ive the cit ies power to  control demol it ion of 
valuable housing which had been promised. Food 
stores l i k e  Bon i  Co-op cou ld  be  encouraged t o  
replace those that are moving o u t  o f  t h e  core of the 
C i ty of W i n n i peg .  I f  t he  com m u nity schools and 
programs had expanded ,  i t  wou ld  d o  m u c h  to  
stabi l ize i nner city neighbourhoods. M ost importantly, 
this government could have done someth ing about 
jobs for i nner city residents. I am not ta lk ing about 
massive d istant projects that might not or  indeed 
might happen, but the encouragement and expansion 
of locally owned businesses and train ing programs to 
h e l p  p e o p l e  e n t e r  g a i n f u l  a n d  m e a n i n gf u l  
employment. 

The core area in i t iative wil l  go  to  meet a g reat 
need , bu t  t h i s  g overnment cou ld  h ave made an  
immensely valuable contr ibut ion i f  i t  h ad i ntended to 
keep its promises to the City of Winn ipeg. Part of the 
1 0  point program was to he lp senior  citizens. The 
help began with a winding d own of sen ior  cit izens' 
housing to the point where only one hundred u n its 
were bu i l t  i n  1 980-8 1 .  That was fol lowed by a freeze 
in personal care home construction and new dai ly 
charge for seniors who must wait i n  hospital for a 
p lace i n  personal care homes. The f ive-year plan for 
personal care home construct ion was abandoned -
g reat expense with h igher  i nterest rates, inf lated 
pr ices plus the social and economic costs. 

When the M i nister of Health recently ventured out 
of  h i s  off ice i n t o  eastern  M a n i t o b a ,  we heard  
f irsthand about the results of h is  personal care home 
freeze. Homes l ike Rest H aven, Menno Home, which 
would be uneconomic to repair ,  were to be replaced 
under the 1 976 plan.  Now they are faced with further 
deteriorat ion of the o ld home and n o  f irm date for 
construct ion of a new one. Some homes have been 
a l most  d o u b led  in cost d ue to t h e  d e l ay i n  
construction. The M i nister of Health says h is  budget 
is  so t ightly stretched that he had to urge health care 
workers to be overworked and u nderpaid .  The lack 
of funds tor Manitoba health care led to strikes at 
many i nstitutions, however ,  there was room in the 
M i nister 's budget for h is  corporate fr iends.  Each year 
M anitobans wi l l  pay a special subsidy of 1 .3 mi l l ion  
because t h i s  g overn m e n t  wants  prof i t  m a k i n g  
personal care homes to b e  bu i lt i n  Manitoba. M any 
homes operated by rel ig ious and other nonprofit 
g roups  had been wait i n g  years for  approval  to 
expand .  Now they are bypassed by companies who 
squeeze a healthy prof it  from the care of our  elderly. 
Under a New Democratic Party g overnment not one 
more nai l  would be d riven to  bui ld a profit-making  
personal care home i n  the Province of Manitoba. We 
would support only those nonprofit groups whose 
one desire is to u ndertake the tender loving care of 
those that have been entrusted to them. 

Senior cit izens are properly gett ing  angrier and 
angrier about the way this government has broken 
its promises to them. The Premier promised d ign ified 
ret i rement .  Few people expected that promise to 
mean an army of means tests. I f  a member of the 
Legislature talks to most seniors about the SAFER 
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program, he or she  wi l l  get an earful about how they 
are t reated l ike welfare cases. For a few dol lars a 
month,  the new supplement program for the elderly 
is  worse. M any seniors watched those television ads 
and heard that sweet o ld lady with the b ig shopping 
cart talk about the dol lars that she was going to 
receive and expected would be e l ig ible.  They heard 
they better look this g ift h orse in the mouth.  Once 
agai n ,  there is a means test and if they qualify, those 
over 65 can get no  more than 7 .82 a month.  If, as 
the newspaper ads say, this i s  for those who need 
help most, i t  i s  no  help at al l .  Few seniors could feed 
themselves tor a week on 7.82 a week - a month,  
I 'm sorry, or  even for a week or a day. The blue sky 
gang has struck again and our senior citizens are 
d iscovering that what you see is n ot what you get. 

it could h ave done the Premier well to heed h is  
own  words  about  advert i s i n g  campa igns  by  
g overnment On  August 1 9t h  of th is  year he said ,  i f  
you get away with huckster ism, get away cynicism 
long enoug h ,  then you continue pushing your luck,  it 
takes a cornflakes huckster to  know one. 

Senior cit izens and many other M anitobans are i n  
for another shock about t h e  government's promises. 
l t  wm come when they take a c lose look at the 1 980 
i ncome tax form and see how many new deductions 
there are from the increased Property Tax C redi t  and 
the decreased Cost of Living Tax Credit Program. 
We are sti l l  wait ing for the F inance M i nister to  offer 
any rebuttal to  the calculation by the Social P lanning 
Counci l  t hat the average increase i n  tax credits wi l l  
be 14 and n ot the 1 00 promised. 

When the Premier replied to the Throne Speech 
four years ago, he made another promise of i nterest 
to sen iors .  He p raised the  Cr i t ica l  Home Repai r 
Program and said everyth ing about it was f ine except 
for its budget. The budget ,  5 m i l l ion  in 1 977-78, was 
too smal l ,  he sa id .  M r .  S peaker ,  s ince he took 
charge the b udget h as not been 5 mi l l ion ,  l ast year 
and again t h i s  year it is on ly  2 m il l i on .  lt is a 
hypocritical betrayal of a f ine program which could 
be used much more effectively to  help rural and 
u rban contractors through a very tough t ime.  

The F i rst M i n ister  was very concerned about  
i nterest rates four  years ago .  Of course, th i s  was well 
before Joe Clark unveiled h is  h igh  i nterest rate policy 
and before P ierre E l l iott Trudeau was able to  repeat 
C l a r k ' s  record h i g h  i n terest  rate .  N ow t h e  
government d oes not look seriously a t  i nterest rate 
tax exempt ion  or credi t ,  somet h i n g  the  Premier 
proposed. No ,  they wi l l  only monitor i nterest rates. 
The promise has been broken and many in th is  
prov ince f i nd  t h at they are  a lone when i nterest 
p ushes them to the brink of abandoning the farm ,  
sell ing the house ,  or  closing t h e  business. T h e  effects 
of record i nterest. rates can be seen in the latest 
report on farm i ncome. Total net i ncome is  expected 
to fall from 340 mi l l ion  in 1 978 to 1 00 m i l l ion th is 
year despite an increase of 360 mi l l ion  i n  real ized 
g ross i ncome. Realized net farm i ncome i n  current 
do llars is  lower this year, last year and is  forecast 
next year, than i t  was in i 978. 

Four years ago the F irst M inister stood here and 
went th rough terrible wringing of hands about the 
drop i n  farm i ncome, which he b lamed mostly on  
taxes wh ich  performed then  on ly  a sma l l  portion of  
farm costs. The fal l i ng  farm income d id  n ot rate 
mention in this Throne Speech ,  now that i t  has really 
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reached c n s 1 s  p roport i o ns i n  M an i t o b a .  T h e  
government does n o t  appear wi l l ing to enact any 
sta n d by l o a n  m o r at o r i u m  act as  a way to t e l l  
M a n itobans that t h e i r  government  w i l l  n ot stand 
s i lent  as r is ing costs crush sti l l  more economic l ight  
out of th is province. The natural d isasters of the past 
two years rate ment ion,  but now that h is promises 
hl:ive put him i n  power the Premier's basic message 
to t he. farm c o m m un i ty  is no d i fferent t h a n  o n  
October 3 1 st ,  1 977,  when he said, " M ost o f  t h e  crop 
is in ,  the g rade is  down, and farm i ncome may be 
down , but the natural enthusiasm and optimism of 
the people of Manitoba," said the Premier, "wi l l  see 
us through these problems." 

N atural enthusiasm, Mr .  Speaker, is a very frai l 
reed when the wolf is at the door. Four years ago 
misadministrat ion of day care was of g reat concern 
to the Premier. To acknowledge that, and I q uote, " l t  
will eall fo r  growing g overnment support . "  We a l l  
know how th is  promise has  been fulf i l led; by forcing 
M an itobans concerned about day care to  beg th is  
government not to  cut i t  back .  Day care maintenance 
g rants have been frozen for th ree years. 

In the last session we had to watch the Cabinet 
p lay h ide-and-go-seek with the long awaited day 
care expansion.  At first t hey d id  not know where the 

· . _new 4 m illion could be found;  then they didn' t  know 
if it would be spent; then f inal ly, Mr. Speaker, i n  
September t h e  M i n ister  of  C o m m un ity  Serv ices 
acknowledged that the announced Budget was for 
1 98 1 -82 and not for 1 980-8 1 as the F inance M i nister 
had Stiid i n  M ay. People who are active in day care 
are sti ll  looking for evidence of the many new spaces 
and programs that have been promised . 

T h e  M i n is ter  w h o  m ay n ot b e  aware of t h e  
P r e m i e r ' s  o l d  p l e d g e  a b o u t  g o o d  d ay care  
administration has  defended h imself by saying the  
former New Democratic Party Government was n o  
better. Mr. Speaker, .th is  government took over .the 
advantage of several years exper ience of  pub l ic  
suppor,t for  day care i n  Manitoba. The i r  fai l ings are 
not excusable here. 

M ost recently, Mr. Speaker, we have seen the f irst 
s igns in day care of the trend which is dra in ing 
dol lars and qual ity care f rom personal care homes, 
profit making publ ic ly  funded social services. The 
Alabama based McDonalds of day care and G reat 
West Life have joined forced to increase their profit 
margin  by building 1 00 profit-making centres. The 
private sector has a central and irreplaceable role to 
p l ay in M an i t o b a .  A N ew Democrat i c  Par ty 
government would make it clear once and for a l l  that 
the private role does not inc lude social services for 
prof i t .  We want re l i g i o u s  and other  c o m m u n i ty 
organizations to be able to spend every avai lable 
dol lar on care and attent ion for those who use social 
services. 

Four years ago the Premier was expressing h is  
deep concern about the nat ive people of Manitoba. 
He said; "Native people l ike every other citizen of 
Manitoba have a r ight to expect real and effective 
help from their government as they wrestle with their  
problems." Today, one of those problems is that the 
M i nister of M u n icipal Affairs has cut off  per capita 
grants to Ind ian Bands and provincial funds to  the 
Manitoba Metis Federation. 

lt  was an honour for me to visit a number of I ndian 
reservations i n  the recent months to meet with I n dian 

people from al l  corners of M anitoba. Some have told 
me how bitterly t hey regret the Premier and the 
Cabinet's indifference to their  problems. They were 
promised much and have been g iven noth ing except 
cutbacks, lost opportun it ies and a wall of silence. 

Four years ago the present F irst M i nister declared 
that the job of t h& .Department of Education is to  
provide leadership: ::l'oday the M i nister of Education 
i s  one of the g hosts of Christmas past. People can 
be sure that i f  t hey need help the M i nister wi l l  be 
l o o k i n g  t h e  o t h e r  way.  I n  Swan R iver ,  i n  
Winn ipegosis, i n  E lkhorn,  i n  Thompson ,  i n  Sprague 
and so many other communit ies where the publ ic 
school  system is  having real  problems,  th is  M i n ister 
has made h imself scarce. M ajor reform of pub l ic  
schoo l  f i n an ce s  were u nd e r  way w h e n  t h i s  
government  took office a n d  i n  t h e  1 978 Throne 
Speech they sa id  it· was .a major concern .  So major, 
Mr .  Speaker, that noth ing has been for almost th ree 
years by this government, i n  which the provincial 
g rants have d ropped to 45.2 percent of the pub l ic  
school revenue, the lowest po int  s ince 1 963. 

The Premier once spoke at length .about h is  d is l ike 
of h igh  taxes, but  local special levies for pub l ic 
schools h ave risen since 1 977 to from 44.2 percent 
of revenue,  the h ighest, level s ince 1 957 .  School 
boards are f ind ing that :.thev-.>must close schools or  
cut  out basic courses, not because of  decl i n i n g  
enrolment b u t  because local taxes cannot g o  h igher 
without p rovoking revolt i n  the province because the 
provin ce i s  not p icking u p  the s lack.  An  open review 
of publ ic  school f inances could have been held i n  
1 978 b u t  today w e  see t h e  M i nister o f  Education 
rushing around l i ke a rooster with his head cut off 
trying to patch together in the back room enough of 
a change to cool the pub l ic 's  anger over sky-h igh 
p roperty taxes and schools that cannot meet basic 
educat ion needs. People from the u niversities and 
community col leg(;ls say it  is qjtficl.lltfor them to e�en 
get an appointment with the M i nister. And he has 
been conspicuous by h is  absence from the d ispute 
over a t h ree-year  f reeze o n  the U n i vers i ty  o f  
M an itoba's ath letic c�, -1he shaky accreditation 
of the p rofess iona l  facu l ties at the U niversity of  
M a n i toba  and t h e  u nexpectedly h igh  cost of  a 
b u i l d i n g  f reeze i m p osed o n  t h e  Ass i n i b o i n e  
Community Col lege. 

This government h as provided so much leadersh ip 
in  the Education Dep.artment that in 1 979 they had to 
withdraw the i r  Publ ic Schools Act  and i n  1 980 t hey 
were so ashamed of i t  that the government members 
would  not enter into the debate. G roups from across 
the province asked t hat the new Act inc lude the 
standard set by our g overnment, B i l l  58.  B i l l  58 was 
repealed however ,  and today there is sti l l  a feel ing 
that the government does not understand the special 

· needs of many ch i ldren ,  and that it  i s  d ragg ing its 
feet on implementation of programs that would  truly 
provide an appropriate education for every chi ld in 
M a n i t o b a .  Teac h e r s  in Swan R iver are .today 
seriously concerned at an attempt by the school 
board to overturn the binding arbitration established 
by provincial legislation but again the M i nister has 
been out of s ight .  

There is  a profound demoralizat ion throughout the 
education system and th is  Throne S peech merely 
repeated the same t ired phrase we've seen about the 
fact t h at there  i s  st i l l  a p r o v i n c i a l  b u dget  for 

32 



Monday, 15 December, 1980 

educat ion plus a promise to update the 1 3-year-old 
Foundat ion Program , a p rogram desig n ed for a 
period of rapid expansion. it is a lmost embarrassing 
to mention that four years ago the present Premier 
also pledged to establ ish a clear core curriculum 
inc lud ing French for  a l l  schools i n  the province. That 
is a promise best forgotten by a l l  concerned to judge 
by the amount of t ime and energy that has been 
wasted in not achieving  i t .  

Four years ago the First M i nister declared that "a 
program bui l t  on the basis of federal do llars is  a 
program bu i lt on soft money" .  That idea would be 
q u i te  a s u r p r i s e  t o  t h e  M i n is ter  of Eco n o m i c  
Development whose department h a s  become l it t le 
more than a del ivery point for federal programs. In 
fact , Mr .  Speaker, with federal do llars - the M i nister 
ol Economic Development never enjoys hearing facts 
Mr. Speaker, i t  kind of gets to h im .  In fact, with 
federal dol lars now represent ing about 40 percent of 
the provincial revenue, one wonders if  the Premier 
thinks he is bu i ld ing an ent ire record on soft money. 
Few and far between are M an i toba g overnment  
i n it iat ives taken  i n  the  past  t h ree years w i thout  
benefit of federal-provincial agreement to share the 
costs. 

Four years ago the Premier was exercized about 
the fact that fewer and fewer young farmers could 
afford t o  buy "! h e i r  own f ar m .  G overn m e n t ' s  
loopholes i n  The Farmlands Protection Act h ave both 
d riven  up t h e  p r i ce o f  farm l a n d  beyon d  i t s  
product ive value, a n d  made sure that i n  comm u nities 
l ike la Broquerie less than half the land remain s  in 
Canadian hands. The Premier's pledges about farm 
ownersh ip were broken as soon as the M i nister of 
Agr iculture removed the restr ict ions against non­
resident ownership .  

Man i tobans m u st rema in  m asters i n  the i r  own 
house. A New Democratic Party government would 
restore  those  rest r i c t i o n s  a g a i n st absentee ,  
corporate and foreign ownersh ip .  We hope to put  
th is  government to the test of i ts words w i th  a b i l l  o f  
our own i n  th is  session.  

Mr .  Speaker, dur ing the last elect ion campaign the 
Premier promised specif ical ly that h i s  government 
would  not sel l  McKenzie Seeds .  No promise could be 
more clear, m ore p recise and no  promise better 
i l lustrates just how rel iable the F irst M i nister 's word 
i s .  T h e  M i n is ter  respo n s i b l e  for t h e  M an i t o b a  
Development Corporat ion is  sti l l  trying to flog the 
unique and important secondary industry at fire sale 
prices. ( In terjections) 

MR. SPEA.KIER: I rea l i ze t h e re are n um e r o u s  
members i n  t h e  Chamber w h o  would  eagerly l i ke t o  
g e t  i nvolved i n  the debate b u t  w e  can o n l y  have one 
at a t ime. 

MR. PA.WlfEY: Thank you ,  M r. S peaker .  A N ew 
Democrat ic  Party g o ve r n m e n t  w o u l d  ref i n ance 
McKenzie Seeds so it  can  enjoy many more  years of 
success. The Premier was alarmed four years ago 
t h at M a n i t o b a  was l o s i n g  g oo d  doctors .  T h i s  
province suffered i t s  only net loss o f  doctors under 
th is Conservative government. 

The Throne Speech promises a Health Research 
Counci l .  The last Throne Speech promised expansion 
of the Manitoba Research Counci l  but nothing was 
done ,  it st i l l  h as the  smal lest budget of a l l  the  
p rovinc ia l  research counc i ls .  There i s  much ta lk  

33 

about  a pr ior i ty o n  t h e  hea l th  care  i n dustry,  o n  
research and o n  development .  But  y o u  know t h e  
F irst M i nister, i t ' s  in terest ing again from h is  ta lk ,  i t  
rem i n d s  me,  as  h e ' s  m e n t i o n i n g  h is  usual  red  
herr ings, o f  the article i n  M aclean's  magazine when 
he c o n s i d e re d  P i e r re B u r to n ' s  b o o k s  as  b e i n g  
s u bvers ive .  l t ' s  t h e  same s o r t  o f  att i t u d e  a n d  
sent iment  b e i n g  expressed f r o m  h i s  seat today .  
W hoever h e a r d  of P i e r r e  Bur to n ' s  b o o k s  b e i n g  
subversive, M r .  Speaker. 

There is  much talk about a pr iority on  the health 
care i n dustry, o n  research and development ,  but 
what did someone i n  the f ield ,  the new President of 
the Un iversity of Manitoba have to say more than a 
year  a g o ,  a n d  I q uote  f r o m  D r .  N a i m a r k ' s  
remarks: " M anitoba's reputat ion for eKcel lence i n  
the f ield o f  medicine is  being t hreatened b y  t h e  f iscal 
restra in t  p o l ic ies  o f  t h e  g overnm e n t  of  Premier  
Sterli ng  lyon .  N o  M an itoban can  ignore the host i le  
a t m o s p here  toward m e d i c a l  research in  t h i s  
province" . 

MR. 1.. YON: You ' l l  f ind it was denied the next day. 

MR. PAWLEY: T h e  T h r o n e  S peech expresses 
apprehension about the major federal shared cost 
p r o g r a m . T h i s  g ov er n m e n t ' s  record  i n  t hose 
programs a n d  o n  the  q uest i o n  o f  g overn m e n t  
spend ing  makes me doubt  i t s  ab i l ity to  convince 
Ot tawa t h at rest r a i n t  i s  u nw ise .  T h e  M a n i t o b a  
government has passed a s  many expenditures as 
possi b l e  a long to m u n ic ipa l  governments in t h i s  
p r o v i n c e .  i t  i s  c l e a r l y  p repar i n g  t o  le t  l oca l  
g overnment and property taxpayers p ick  u p  the  
costs  o f  t h e  new RCMP agree m e n t s ,  a n d  the  
terminat ion of the Community Service Contr ibut ion 
P rogram. 

Federal officials need only ask, why shouldn't  we 
d o  t o  you  what  you  are  d o i n g  t o  m u n ic i p a l  
government  i n  Man i toba? The H a l l  C o m miss ion  
recent ly reported that  next to  Pr ince Edward Is land 
M a n i t o b a  was the prov ince w h i c h  w i t h d rew t h e  
g reatest share of p rovincial  funds from health care 
u n der  the new arrangements in troduced in 1 977-
1 97 8 .  The C a n a d i a n  Associ a t i o n  o f  U n ivers i ty  
Teachers has demonst rated that i n  post secondary 
educat ion ,  to which the arrangements also apply, the 
N ew Democrat ic Party government  increased i ts 
share i n  the f irst year ,  after which Manitoba p lunged 
from fifth t o  seve n t h  p l ace in re lat ive s hare of  
revenue f rom the province. 

Th is  government has bui l t  a record of d iverted 
provincial funds,  and d iversion of provincial  funds is 
what we on  th is  side have i ndeed been charging  
them wi th  cont inuously, a record wh ich  just ifies the 
arrogant and restraint-happy federal  g overnment  
p lans  to slash away at  our health and educat ion 
programs. The F i rst M i nister spoke at some length 
about nat ional  u nity four years ago. H e  said ,  " let us 
i n  Manitoba make very certain there are none who 
can mistake our own aspirations i n  th is  province for 
a fa i re ;· p o s i t i o n  i n s i d e  Confederat i o n  w i t h  t h e  
m i staken posi t ions that t h e  ant i-Confederat ionists 
took years ago" .  He  warned against even speaking 
to  Rene Levesque. He  who has indeed now joined 
forces wi th  Rene levesque i n  u n h oly  a l l iance of  
p rovinces that refuse to even t ry  and improve the 
federal government's hast i ly proposed resolut ion on 
the C o n s t it u t i o n ;  who has  n o t  taken m a n y  



Monday, 15 December, 1980 

o p p o r t u n i t i es  t o  d i stance h imse l f  f rom h i s  o l d  
comrade and present u nionist leader Dick Culver, a 
man by way who pledged to provide Saskatchewan 
with the same kind of leadersh ip that Ster l ing Lyon 
he ind icated , at the time, had given to  Manitoba; 
who has let pass u nnoticed the statements of a man 
who one year ago was Federal M i nister for Smal l  
B u s i n ess ,  Ron  H u nt i ng ton , w h o  now cal ls  fo r  a 
western  par l iament  a n d  says,  " I f  M r .  Trudeau ' s  
concept  o f  federa l i sm i s  n o t h i n g  m o re t h a n  a 
br i l l iantly contrived veh icle to socialize Canada, then 
I would personal ly would  rather see western Canada 
out " .  Yes, i t  i s  the same man who four years ago 
impl ied that the New Democratic Party government 
of the day was frozing  u p  to  Quebec separatists. 

T h e  Prem ie r  was c o r rect  w h e n  he t o l d  a 
September Constitutional Conference that the people 
of this province considered themselves Canad ians 
f i rst  a n d  M an i t o b a n s  secon d .  On beha l f  o f  a l l  
Manitobans, I u rge  t h e  Premier to  p u t  aside h i s  
personal d ifferences with t h e  Prime M i nister, a man 
t h at few of us a d m i re ,  and start  showing  it  i s  
poss ib le  to  d iffer with  t h e  Pr ime M i n ister ,  w h i l e  
stand ing  u p  against western or  eastern separatists, 
stand ing u p  for Canada. 

M r .  S peaker ,  t h i s  b r ief review of  Conse rvative 
broken promises could go  on  and on ,  and on ,  but I 
c l ose with  one  t h at i n  l i g h t  of acute protracted 
d isaster ,  which has been M anitoba's misfortune is  
too i ron ic  to omit .  The present Premier stood here as 
Leader  of  t he  Oppos i t ion and accused the  then  
government of being " immobi l ized by the need to 
control  growth and spend ing" .  He  would  not take 
that path ,  instead the Conservatives would  "do i t  by 
p u t t i n g  a s top  to g overn m e n t  i nvo lvement  i n  
business " .  Their  restraint p rogram and the death 
bed repentance wh ich  has lead t o  o n l y  part ia l  
withdrawal of government ownersh ip of businesses, 
speaks volumes about the rel iabi l ity of the Leader 
who made that pledge of his economic program. N o  
doubt there is  a t  least o n e  person a day w h o  walks 
down Portage Avenue now with a spring i n  the ir  
step .  l t  is  hard to  imagine that they do i t  because of 
the Conservative record i n  M anitoba, a record of 
eco n o m i c  d ec l i n e ,  secrets, refusal to l i sten , an 
endless l ist of broken promises, that i s  what th is  
govern ment's record means to many M an itobans. No 
government is perfect but few have made such a 
mess of th ings i n  so short a t ime. 

W it h i n  21 months  there must b e  a prov in c i a l  
e lect i o n  i n  M an itoba.  T h i s  desperate g overnment  
may succeed i n  buying a major new project w i th  
Manitoba resources just as another Conservative 
G overnment d id  before the 1 969 elect ion .  I do  not 
take i t  upon myself to  g uess how the  people of 
M an itoba vote i n  that elect ion ,  whenever i t  d oes 
come,  however a l l  that we can indicate, Mr .  Speaker, 
i s  that we wil l  promise to do  our best for Manitoba 
as Leader of my party, Leader of the Opposit ion ,  
f ight  that elect ion when i t  comes, so that aga in  i n  the 
Province of M an itoba we can have a province that 
we can be proud of. 

Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the Honourable 
M e m ber  for  B r a n d o n  East t h at the m o t i o n  be 
amended by add ing to i t  the following :  

" That th is  House regrets that th is  government: 
( 1 )  h as pers isted in p o l i c ies  w h i c h  h ave 
m ismanaged M anitoba's economy; lead to a 

decline of economic g rowth ,  from 80 percent 
of the nat ional  average under  the previous 
government ,  to  10  percent  of the  n at iona l  
average;  and to the worst job creation rate i n  
1 979 a n d  i n  t he  f i rst 1 1  months  of 1 980 ,  
policies wh ich  have increased the cost of l iv ing 
for  a l l  M an itobans ,  part icu lar ly  the  e lder ly ,  
working  people, smal l  business; 

(2) h as broken its promises  to  the people of 
M a n i t o b a ;  i n  p a rt i c u l a r  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  
northerners,  farmers, t hose i n  the  Winn ipeg 
Core; 

(3) has refused to l isten to  the people of M anitoba,  
has  c o n d u cted econ o m i c  and resou rc e  
p lanning i n  total secrecy, causin g  a loss of 
confidence in this government, and; 

(4) has failed completely to meet its own standards 
o f  f i sca l  management  and g overn m e n t  
efficiency." 

MOTION presented. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M i n i s ter  o f  
Transportat ion .  

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker. I take a 
g reat deal of pleasure i n  entering  into the Throne 
Speech debate at this juncture, part icular ly after 
having fol lowed the Leader of � Opposit ion ,  who 
put h imself to s leep with h is owri ·speech and forgot 
to  put the motion on  the f loor. 

Mr. Speaker, I th ink  i n  the h istory of this H ouse, I 
don ' t  t h i n k  a Leader of the Opposit ion has ever 
forgotten to  put his own motion before the House, 
fol lowin g  such a long and boring speech .  l t  p roves 
posit ive ,  Mr .  S peaker, that th is  day ranks among the 
h ighest i n  my polit ical career. Today ranks among 
the days in my pol itical career to go along with the 
d ay t hat  at a n o m in a t i o n  meet i n g  in Pem b i n a  
constituency,  before some 1 ,200 vot ing delegates at 
my nomination convent ion,  that I received the nod to 
represent  o u r  party .  T h i s  d ay s t a n d s  w e l l  i n  
importance t o  m e  as the day we won the elect ion i n  
1 977 ,  and I won the seat as the M LA for Pembina,  
along with 32 other Conservatives under the good 
and f irm and strong leadership  of our  Premier, Mr .  
Speaker. This day,  Mr .  Speaker, ranks i n  importance 
to me with the day after the elect ion in 1 977 and 
dur ing the Throne Speech,  I had· the privi lege and 
the honour of moving the motion on  the f irst Throne 
S peech that th is  government ever put .  

Why d oes i t  rank i n  those k ind of days i n  pol i tical 
i mp o rtance  to m e ,  M r. Speaker?  Because o n  
Thursday, M r .  Speaker, o f  last week I l i stened to the 
most p rogressive Throne Speech that th is  province 
has ever heard in the last two decades. Mr. Speaker, 
i t  was i nterest i n g  to  watch the members of  the  
Opposit ion come g leeful ly to their  seats a t  the start 
of the session at 2:00 p .m .  on  Thursday. There were 
a number of smiles and cheery looks on  their faces. 
There were even some perky red f lowers on  their  
lapels but ,  Mr .  Speaker, after  page three only, of that 
Throne Speech debate, the colour was leaving the 
faces, the smi les were gone, the red carnations were 
wi l t ing.  Mr. Speaker, dur ing page three and thereon 
the Leader of the Opposition lost the "w" in his last 
name and he turned into Paley,  just to  recogn ize h is  
face a n d  h is featu re s ,  as h e  saw the k i n d  o f  
in i t iat ives that t h i s  government after three years of 
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work and reconstruction in the government process 
of th is  province has been able to br ing towards the 
people of Manitoba as propositions for the future 
into the '80s. Very Paley, Mr .  Speaker, very Paley. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I th ink  i t  i s  important at th is  
stage of the game that we step back and we take a 
look at the past three years in the province. The 
Leader of the Opposit ion just f in ished, Mr .  Speaker, 
with a speech,  I bel ieve, that i ndicated that ours was 
a government of broken promises. He  even made 
some further r id iculous claims, Mr. Speaker, that he 
and his party and their pol icies were going to be the 
salvat ion of the province. Well ,  Mr. Speaker, du ring 
the ent i re speech ,  and I l istened ai l  but two b rief 
resp i tes ,  I d i d n ' t  hear  one  suggest i o n  f rom t h e  
Leader of the Opposition ,  as to  No .  ( 1 )  what he 
wou ld  do  i n  a posit ive pol icy d i rect ion ;  or  No.  (2 )  
where he was going to f ind the wherewithal  to solve 
the problems that he perceives from h is  standpoint 
i n  the Province of Man itoba. N o  pol icy,  M r. Speaker, 
nothing  but regu rg itation of th ings  that are t i red and 
worn out. 

M r. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposit ion ,  I ' m  
afraid after today has seen t h e  vision o f  h is  pol it ical 
career go  before his eyes as a d rowning man, he 
sees the leadersh ip  sl ipping away, and he sees the 
c h a n c e  o f  h i m  ever becom i n g  P re m i e r  o f  t h i s  
province dashed 9nd gone. And that has to h u rt the 
Leader of the Opposit ion and I 'm sorry that the 
Member for  Transcona wasn' t  here to  l i sten to the 
speech today,  because the Member for  Transcona 
would have to have a g reat deal of in terest in h is  
faltering leader, because I th ink  he has al luded on 
several occasions that  he would l i ke to replace h im.  
Mr .  Speaker, he 's not going to  get the chance and 
its u nfortunate arid I feel n o  personal mal ice towards 
the Leader of the Opposition but in terms of pure 
pol itical joy, I was p leased to see him falter and d rop 
the bal l  today i n  h is Throne Speech debate. 

Mr. Speaker, go ing back to 1 977,  what were some 
of the campaign p latform planks that the Progressive 
C o n se rvat i ve party  l a i d  before t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
Manitoba? First of a l l ,  t hey i ndicated that they were 
going to  reduce taxes. I don ' t  have to specify to 
members opposite what taxes h ave been reduced. 
We've reduced a number of them. Is that one of the 
broken elect ion promises that the  Leader of the 
Opposit ion is referr ing to i n  h is  speech? I th ink  not ,  
Mr .  Speaker. 

it 's i nteresting ,  Mr. Speaker, I hear, I did not see it, 
but I understand that the Member for St.  Johns, that 
vehement opponent of the abol it ion of succession 
d ut ies ,  who has becr ied us and der ided us for 
feeding the rich in reducing the succession duties, on 
a television program very recent ly said ,  wel l ,  you 
know, we were about to abol ish them, we were about 
to abol ish them. That ' s  what the Member for St. 
Johns  sai d ,  and M r .  S peaker ,  ! w i l l  ask h i m  to 
correct me if that was the wrong impression that the 
viewer of that program got and gave to me. I f  that is  
an incorrect supposit ion that the Member for St .  
Johns put out ,  I w i l l  apologise pub l icly because, Mr .  
Speaker, I don ' t  bel ieve he said i t ,  and i f  he said i t ,  I 
certai n ly don't  bel ieve that he meant i t ,  Mr .  Speaker. 
What he is doing ,  along with his gang over there, is 
the typical Socia l ist/L i beral  k i n d  of campai g n i n g  
where they promise the world a n d  then after  they 
del iver power then they do what they want. They 

don' t  tel l  you what t hey' re going to do beforehand,  
they only do  i t  after. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the other thing that I was very 
in terested i n  hearing the Leader of the Opposition 
refer to,  was a l l  the good th ings that he was going to 
do  for smal l  business i n  the Province of Manitoba, 
l i ke the corporate capital investment tax. Remember 
that one gentlemen? That was the good thing that he 
did to the small business community in Manitoba. 
They appreciated i t ,  gentlemen, so much that they 
voted you out of power i n  1 977 .  I s  that one of the 
majors you' re going to d o  to restore the confidence 
of the smal l  business group i n  Manitoba? Please tel l  
us  and tel l  the people of Manitoba on the elect ion 
p latform the next t ime we go to the people. Don't  t ry 
to  deceive the people; the people are wiser than 
what you th ink .  

Mr .  Speaker, are  they going to create more jobs in  
Manitoba? Are t hey going to revert back to that 
tremendous record of job creation i n  1 976 that they 
so often refer to i n  glowing terms, of 4 ,000 new jobs 
per year ,  many of which were Civi l  Service jobs? Are 
they going to better that record of ours i n  which 
30 ,000 jobs ,  a l l  i n  the  pr ivate sector ,  h ave been 
created s ince 1 977? Are they going to  replace i t  with 
the same kind of pol icies in 1 977 that lead to 4 ,000 
jobs per year? I th ink  not,  Mr. Speaker, but that was 
what t hey wanted, government control and create 
the jobs with i n  the Civi l  Service. H ave the taxpayers 
pay for the jobs that they wanted to create, not h ave 
pr ivate indust ry and pr ivate incentive create the jobs 
t h at are needed for Manitobans. Mr. Speal<er, i f  
that's the k ind of job creat ion record they're going to 
back to - 4 ,000 per year,  compared to the 1 0,000 
per year on  an average that we have h ad in our 
admin istrat ion ;  te l l  the people of Manitoba that 's 
what you' re go ing to  do ,  they ' l l  be interested in 
hear ing and t hey' l l  answer you the same i n  the next 
e lection as t hey did in 1 977.  

Mr .  Speaker, the Leader of the Opposit ion referred 
to housing starts and how t hey are down, and he 
suggested we do someth ing about housing starts. I 
had the p leasure i n  1 978 to accompany the M i nister 
of Education to  that booming community of The Pas. 
Mr .  Speaker, whilst t here I took the opportunity to 
tour Bel l  Avenue, and on  Bel l  Avenue were 48 brand 
new homes bui lt by that administrat ion .  They were 
ful ly bu i l t ,  landscaped and ready for people. There 
was one problem, Mr. Speaker, there were no  people 
to  go  into those houses: Those houses were empty 
and they stayed empty for a year and a halt Is  that 
the k ind of housing t hrust that the N D P  want to put 
on  this province? Have the government bui ld houses 
that aren ' t  needed? M r .  Speaker, I bel ieve that the 
p rovince had some 45 ,000 to  50 ,000 per home 
i nvested i n  those homes, and t hey ended u p  sel l ing  
them up  for  something less than 35,000.00. Is  that 
the kind of housing in i t iatives our NDP friends are 
g o i n g  to t e l l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  M an i t o b a  t hey w i l l  
i nstitute? Tel l them, tel l  them, gentlemen, and they 
wi l l  tell you. 

!\l ow ,  M r . Speaker ,  t hey  want  to t a l k  a b o u t  
c h a n g e s  s i n c e  1 977 .  W h at a b o u t  t he Leg is lat ive 
changes i n  the fami ly  i aw package, which is the 
leading fami ly  law package i n  a l l  the provinces i n  th is 
g reat domain of ours, and who i n  the Constitutional 
talks put those pol icies and programs forth? Our 
Premier and our  Attorney-General ,  to the credit of 
every women' s  organization in Canada. 
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M r .  Speaker, did those programs get support? No ,  
I ' m  sorry to say they d idn ' t  get  support and we are 
fighting to have those programs supported by the 
rest of the provinces and by the federal g overnment.  
Are we wrong to be fight ing ,  one out of 10,  f ight ing 
against the majority for that k ind of change? I th ink  
not ,  Mr .  Speaker, and the letters f rom the women 's  
associat i o n s  across Canada say  t h at we' re n ot 
wrong. They say we' re r ight and they encourage us 
to do  i t .  Is  that  the k ind of change that the N D P  
would have us a n d  t h e  Leader o f  t h e  Opposit ion 
would have us do i n  constitutional talks,  to back 
down on the pr inciple that's r ight and correct for the 
people of Canada and part icularly for the women of 
Canada? No,  I don't think so. 

Mr.  Speaker, what pol icy would the Leader of the 
Opposit ion have us present i n  constitut ional talks? 
We heard him talk about how wrong we were doing 
th ings i n  constitutional talks but we haven' t  heard 
one word about he would  have done or what h is  
posit ion i s .  We do not  know,  Mr .  Speaker, and I 
suggest we wi l l  never f ind out because I don ' t  th ink  
he  has a po l icy. H e  w i l l  be  l i k e  the  P remier  of  
Saskatchewan and sit on the fence and f ind which 
way the wind is  b lowing but the wind wi l l  b low h i m  
o f f  t h e  f e n c e  as  i t  d i d  t o  t h e  P r e m i e r  o f  
Saskatchewan ,  Mr .  Speaker. 

W e  took  a p o s i t i o n  a n d  o u r  P r e m i e r  i n  t h i s  
p rov i n ce t o o k  a p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  c o n st i t u t i o n a l  
change,  M r .  Speaker.  T h a t  posi t ion  w a s  n ot the  
popular posit ion i f  you  went according  to  the pub l ic  
op in ion po l ls ,  but it  was the correct position .  l t  was 
the r ight  posit i o n ;  it was t he just i f iab le posi t ion .  
S ince when, i n  th is  democracy, is  stand ing u p  for 
what is r ight ,  what is  justif iable and what is  correct 
being on the wrong side of the fence as the leader 
of the Opposit ion would have the people of Manitoba 
believe? I say we're r ight and furthermore, the l atest 
G a l l u p  po l l  says we are r igh t .  P u b l i c  op in ion  i n  
Canada i s  turn ing around .  What has made publ ic  
opin ion i n  Canada turn around ,  Mr .  Speaker? I want 
to tel l  you what; the leadersh ip of the Premier of 
Manitoba has turned public opinion around as in h is  
posit ion of leadersh ip  of Chairman of the Counci l  o f  
Provincial Premiers. That has  been a long t ime .  Now 
can  you  feature ,  Mr .  Speaker, can  any  of you  people 
on that side of the H ouse feature your leader as 
President of the P remiers'  Conference in Canada 
and taking the . . . can you imagine your leader 
carrying the bal l  for the provinces? Mr. Speaker,  very 
few M an itobans can.  For i nstance, what was the 
question that  was asked , gentlemen, what was the 
q uest ion  that  was asked by  t h e  Leader of  t h e  
Opposit ion about w h o  recognizes someone? W h o  
was t h e  person he was looking for to be recogn ized? 
No one recognized - oh,  that was i t .  They b lamed 
my col league,  the M LA for Thompson,  for never 
seeing him and wanting to know who their member 
was or who the M i nister of Northern Affairs was. 
That was it. 

I have Man i tobans every day ask me who the  
Leader of  the Opposit ion is .  They wonder i f  i t  m ight  
be the  M LA for l nkster because h e ' s  the  most  
effective voice that the New Democrats have i n  the 
House today but u nfortunately, he saw the fal lacy in  
the way your pol icies are going and the way your 
backroom boys are tal< ing you down the road, not to 
social ism, but maybe to the commun ism of the world 

and he pu l led out .  He  pu lled out i n  h is  wisdom i n  a 
stand for the pr inciples of social ism. You people are 
gone. You people are gone. You are leaderless over 
t here and you saw the paleness come i nto  you 
people o n  T h u rsday o f  l ast  week and i t  was a 
pol i tical joy to see you lost and f loundering.  Today 
was a further evidence of that joy. 

They talk about what h ave we done in th ree years. 
W e l l ,  we ' ve c h a n g ed m i n i n g  regu l at i o n s ,  M r . 
Speaker, and we have o i l  explorat ion .  We have hard 
rock m ineral exploration in northern Manitoba to 
levels never before i n  the h istory of th is  province. 
Why, Mr. Speaker? Because we made i ncentive there 
for people to come in and do i t .  We d idn ' t  force any 
hard rock explorat ion to  be  a 50-50 partnersh ip .  
Either our  way or  the h igh  way was the way you d id  
i t .  W e  changed the reg u l at i o n s  t o  m a k e  i t  
competit ive w i th  every other province i n  Canada. You 
wi l l  change i t  back. We wou ld  l ike to  hear  you say to 
the people of Man i toba that you wi l l  change i t  back 
because the people in Fl in Flon would l i ke to know 
that you' re going to change it back, to go back to 
the years where there i s  no  mineral explorat ion .  The 
people of Lynn Lake would  l i ke to  hear you' re going 
to  change i t  back so there i s  n o  m ineral explorat ion 
i n  northern Manitoba. Tel l  the people what you' re 
go ing to do and they wi l l  make the same decision as 
t hey d i d  i n  1 977.  

Mr.  Speaker, the real  fun comes when you put into 
perspect ive t h e  last  two years of  the Soc ia l i s t  
government i n  M anitoba,  1 97 7  and 1 976. Th is  i s  
where Manitoba, a n d  I was part o f  t h e  farm economy 
in Manitoba in 1 976-77. That farm economy was very 
buoyant then and with a buoyant farm economy, M r .  
Speaker, what was their  record of job creat ion? Wel l ,  
i t  was 4 ,000 j o b s  p e r  year a n d  a t  the same t i m e  they 
had Hydro ongoing ,  employing many many people i n  
t h e  Hydro p rojects. T h e  best t h e  Manitoba economy 
at that time could generate was 4 ,000 additional jobs 
for  the people of  M an i toba  per year.  N ow ,  M r .  
Speaker, certain ly farming i s  not buoyant. I w i l l  be 
the f i rst one to  admi t  it because I am d i rectl y  
affected at home. Bu t ,  M r. Speaker, th is  econony, 
despite the fact that the farming has level led off and 
not on  the buoyant rise i t  was in 1976 and 1 977, the 
economy has sti l l  been good enough to generate 
1 0 ,000 addit ional  new jobs per year on  average. 
Now, M r. S peaker ,  what d oes  t hat telegraph to 
anybody  who is a reas o n a b l e  o bserver  o f  t h e  
economy? That means that t h e  confidence has been 
restored to the d i rect ion this government is  taking 
the economy. S m a l l  b u s in ess are m a k i n g  t hose 
i nvestments i n  the economy of M an itoba to create 
the jobs.  I just wish , M r .  S peaker, I beg members of 
the opposit ion at 7:30 tonight to watch CBC. There is  
the P o i n t s  West  Program t h at h a s  a h a l f- h o u r  
program on t h e  M orden-Wink ler  area a n d  they are 
out there showin g  what is d ifferent about  t hose 
t o w n s  and why t hey  are g rowi ng . G e n t l e m e n  
o p p o s i t e  s h o u l d  watch i t ;  i t  wou ld  be  of  g reat 
edificat ion to you to watch that .  

Mr .  Speaker, so what h as been t h e  net result  o f  
t h e  pol icy development, t h e  tax cuts, t h e  change i n  
legislation that t h i s  g overnment has p u t  before the 
H ouse and the  people of  M an itoba? I was very 
fascinated on Friday by a q uest ion from the M LA for 
Rossmere. The M LA for Rossmere asked, I th ink ,  the 
M i n ister of Economic Development what he had done 
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about some plant closure in town? Had he contacted 
t h e m ?  H ad he d o n e  a n yt h i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  p l an t  
closure? A s  if  to leave t h e  impression ,  M r .  Speaker, 
that the Social ist government for eight years were 
immune to plant closings and that nothing  had ever 
c losed down in Manitoba during  their  e ight years. 
N ow, M r .  Speaker, I want to  refer members opposite 
to a town called M i nnedosa; it 's in western Manitoba. 
I n  1 973, the dist i l lery in M i nnedosa closed down. I 
asked the quest ion ,  what d id  the government of the 
day do to prevent that  and save those jobs and that 
industry for the town of M i nnedosa? Mr .  Speaker, 
the obvious answer i s  noth ing and t hey did nothing 
for tour more years. N ow, Mr .  S peaker, I want to  ask 
the q uest ion ,  what has th is  government done for that 
dist i l lery in the town of M i nnedosa? 

First of all , Mr. Speaker, we changed the att i tude 
towards p r i vate i nvest m e n t  in t h i s  p rov ince .  
Someth ing that was not  i n  favou r  under  the previous 
admin istration but we want, that's the f irst th ing that 
changed i n  attitude. The second th ing ,  M r .  Speaker, 
was, the M i nister of Agriculture and his col leagues in 
caucus  d eve loped a p rogram whereby  we 
emphasized the further process ing  of agr icu l tural  
p r o d u ct s  in t h i s  p rov ince .  The t h i rd t h i n g  t ha t  
happened was  a tax  change to make  gasohol a 
competi tive product on the market. What d o  we have 
n o w ,  M r .  Speaker ,  after  t h ree years of o u r  
gove r n m e n t ?  W e  have a p r i vate C a n ad i a n  o i l  
company renew in g  the  d is t i l lery t hat was c losed 
down i n  1 973 under the Social ists to create jobs,  to 
take grain products from the farmers i n  the local 
area to produce alcohol to solve the energy crisis 
situation that we are fast approaching .  What has th is  
government  done,  Mr .  Speaker? i suggest t h i s  
government h a s  done a s ignificant th ing .  That i s  the 
first plant i n  Canada to produce . methyl alcohol for  
g a s o h o l  p r o d u ct i o n .  The f i rst  p lant  in  C a n a d a .  
M anitoba is  t h e  leader i n  that f ie ld.  Do w e  hear our 
honourable fr iends opposite say anyth ing about it? 
No.  Why? They are a l itt le b it  embarrassed about 
that because when !he dist i l lery c losed down i n  1 973 
wh i le  t hey sat on the i r  Soc ia l i st hands  and d i d  
noth ing .  That is  an embarrassment to t h e  members 
opposite and it  will always be an embarrassment as 
that p lant produces energy for M an itobans,  M r .  
S peaker ,  f r o m  M an i toba products w i t h  M an itoba 
grains. That is the goa l  of th is  government and that 
i s  one of t h e  examples of  the success of  o u r  
government.  

Let me, gentlemen, g ive you one more example. 
There are many but let me g ive you one more; one 
that you probably haven ' t  heard about.  Fol lowing  
further o n  the M i n ister of Agr iculture's po l icy of  
further processing  of agricultural products g rown i n  
Manitoba to more marketable state, w e  have a plant 
at H arrowby, M an itoba ,  to  crush oi l  seeds .  M r .  
Speaker, with a n  investment o f  35 mi l l ion-plus,  and a 
creat ion of a number of jobs, 1 00-plus,  I bel ieve, is 
the figure; now, Mr .  Speaker, I realize that H arrowby 
is not a p lace that is known to too many people 
opposite but i t 's  very c lose to Russel ! and very near 
and dear to the Speaker of the H ouse, lad ies and 
gentlemen . Mr. Speaker, that is  a 35 m i l l ion  to  40 
mi l l ion investment, new iobs and further p rocessing 
Manitoba agricul tural products. That is  a s ignificant 
step towards the balanced economy that Manitoba 
needs, to ut i l ize their  agricultural  products i n  f inished 
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form and marl<et them that way, rather than ship the 
grain down to Ontario to  crush them i n  Windsor. 

This br ings another c lassic one that I have. I hear 
the Leader of the Opposit ion say that we should be 
support i n g  and going a long wi th  Ontar io in  our 
constitutional debate and i n  the energy debate. Mr .  
S peal<er, who do we want as a fr iend for process ing 
of our agricultural  products as one smal l  example? 
Do we want Ontario, where they talked the federal 
government in the DREE g rants to locate a crushing  
p lant  at Windsow to d o  what? To take rapeseed at  
the Crows rate freight  rates down there and crush  i t  
and sh ip  the o i l  back to  Manitoba or  do  we want to  
have a p lant  at  H arrowby doing i t? I suggest we want 
H arrowby but the Leader of the Opposition wants to 
g o  with Ontario because Ontario is  going to help us 
a lo t ,  gent lemen ,  in o u r  i n d u st r ia l  development  
program. The  Leader of the Opposit ion ,  i n  terms o f  
h is  d rive fo r  energy pol icy,  would  have us  support 
Ontario and get our o i l  suppl ies from Ontario who 
gets them from the sheiks of Arabia at 38 a barrel . 
That 's  who h e  wants u s  t o  s ide  w it h .  Now, M r .  
S peaker ,  i c a n ' t  a gree w i t h  t h e  Leader  of  t h e  
Opposit ion a n d  Man i tobans d o n ' t  agree with the 
Leader of the Opposit ion that Ontario a l l  of a sudden 
i s  our  fr iend and A lberta isn ' t ,  as he would l ike to 
paint i t .  -( Interject ion)- thank you,  I believe, M r .  
Leader of  t h e  Oppos i t io n .  T h at i s  f o o d  that  i s  
del icately used a t  home. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I want to  point out one other smal l  
economic development that happened r ight i n  my 
own constituency .  l t  was a f i rm by the name of 
Tupperware. They have located i n  M orden and they 
now employ some 1 50 people. They are in M an itoba, 
employing M anitobans, and using vast amounts of 
electricity, Mr. Speaker, to  produce products for sale 
a l l  across Canada and North America. The leadef oi 
t h e  O p p o s i t i o n  i n d icates t h at h i s  M i n is ter  o f  
E c o n o m i c  Deve l o p m e n t  b r o u g h t  t h at p l a n t  t o  
M a n it o b a .  M r . S p e a k e r ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e lect i o n  I 
u n d erstand  t h e  c o m p a n y  h a d  two c h o i ces  o l  
locat ion ,  Manitoba or Alberta a n d  depend ing on the 
outcome of the elect ion i t  woul d  have been Alberta 
w i t h  t h e  S o c i a l i st s  w i n n i n g ,  M an i t o b a  w i t h  t h e  
Conservatives winn ing .  M r .  Speaker, they are now i n  
M a n itoba which proves that.  A iberta wou l d  h ave 
gained a plant with the Social ists on  th is side of the 
H ouse after  1 977 and that plant employs 1 50 of my 
constituents. I 'm proud to have i t  i n  Manitoba and 
I 'm proud to have that m ult i-national there.  G o  d own. 
I beg the leader of the Opposit ion to go  d own and 
tour the Tupperware plant i n  M orden and tel l  those 
people that they are working  for a ruthless, mult i­
nat ional corporation who is  going to sk in  them al ive .  
G o  down and tel l  them because when they cash the ir  
pay cheques at the end of every day,  they d on ' t  
part icularly care if  that corporat ion has  headquarters 
in Oriando, Florida. They are g lad to  have the jobs 
and so am I g lad t o  h ave the  jobs i n  M o rden , 
M a nitoba. i t ' s  a benefit to the commun i ty ;  i t 's  a 
benefit to the poovince and i t 's a benefit to Canada. 
But, Mr. Speaker, those kind of projects the Leader 
of the Opposi t ion wou ld  just as soon n ot h ave 
because he doesn't  own them. He would rather have 
Saunders Aircraft in G im i i  as h is  industrial thrust for 
the future. 

Mr. Speaker, there is  one other l itt le project that I 
just want to al lude to before I get into the Throne 
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Speech itself. In the Member for Brandon East's  very 
own constituency is  a company that I have very fond 
reco l lect i o n s  of .  i t ' s  c a l l ed S i m p lo t  C h e mi c a l  
Company. Mr .  Speaker, u n beknownst to anybody i n  
t h i s  H ouse - and I don't  even th ink t h e  Member for 
B r a n d o n  East k n ows even t h o u g h  i t ' s  in h i s  
constituency - they are undertaking a 3 8  m i l l ion 
expansion of their ferti l izer p lant  i n  Manitoba today.  
How many people i n  th i s  H ouse k new that? The 
Leader of  the Opposition s i ts  there wi th  a blank look 
on h is  face. He  d idn ' t  k now that was happening .  M r. 
Speaker ,  t h e  agr icu l t u r a l  expert  f r o m  t h e  N DP 
caucus, the M LA for Winn ipeg Centre, has spoken. 
He says they are going sel l ferti l izer cheaper to  the 
U n ited States. Mr. Speaker, d o  you know what is  
involved i n  that ammonia p lant expansion out  at  
Brandon? Do you know what is  involved with that?  
They are tak ing two natural resources, one of them 
is  natural gas f rom Alberta and the second one is  
electricity f rom M anitoba and they are manufactur ing 
anhydrous ammonia for  whom? For the farmers in  
Manitoba, the farmers i n  Ontar io ,  the farmers in  
Saskatchewan and yes i ndeed, the farmers i n  the 
USA, and thank heaven that we are able to convert 
hydro-electricity in Manitoba to a f in ished product 
that moves out as an export product from t h i s  
province .  I d o n ' t  agree with what t h e  Member for 
Winn ipeg Centre says, that it 's a terri ble  th ing to  do .  
Go and te l l  the people who work i n  the p lant  that 
that 's a terr ib le th ing to do .  Tel l  the people whose 
jobs depend on  that ammonia plant runn ing and the 
sales from that p lant that you don ' t  want them to 
have thei r  job,  go  out and tel l  them that and see h ow 
qu ickly they show you the entrance to the plant as 
an exit .  

N ow. Mr. Speaker, the members over here h ave 
failed to recogn ize, and I h ave to toss in i f  you' l l  
pardon m e ,  Mr .  Speaker, a n d  I know t h e  members o f  
t h e  Press Gal lery w i l l  pardon m e ,  b u t  these in i tiatives 
that I have a l luded to are primari ly outside of the 
C i ty  of  W i n n i pe g ,  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  T u p perware 
opening wh ich was, I bel ieve, last summer - it  was 
q uite a gala opening ,  very, very gala opening  - I 
regret to say t h at t here was no member of the 
Winn ipeg media out there. They were busy cover ing 
the n ine person layoff at a paint plant i n  Winn ipeg 
and they d i d n ' t  want  t o  come out t o  M o r d e n , 
Man i toba where t here was 1 50 new jobs  t o  be  
created. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I have from t ime to  t ime made 
reference that as far as our W i n ni peg dai ly ,  and 
we're down to one now, g oes, to  report government 
news i t  has t o  be either negative o r  w it h i n  the  
Perimeter H i ghway and  preferably both .  Now, M r .  
Speaker, I d o n ' t  know whether that's r ight or  wrong, 
but I do know there was not a media  representative 
from the major dai ly newspapers at the  M orden 
Tupperware open ing .  Now l itt le be i t  for me to judge 
the motives behind that ,  but I bel ieve M orden is  a 
part of Man itoba. I bel ieve M orden people receive 
t h e  d a i l i es f rom W i n n i peg and  I be l ieve t hat i t  
deserved - that k i n d  o f  an in i t iat ive deserved some 
coverage. I had to search very hard to f ind coverage 
on  t h e  Har rowby a n n o u n cement  on t h e  o i ! seed 
crushing plant.  That is  a 35 mi l l ion i nvestment. I 
would th ink that that might have been good enough 
for front page coverage, but it  wasn't I st i l l  don't  
know whether the S implot 38 mi l l ion expansion h as 

ever been covered by any Winn ipeg newspaper. I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t hat i s  correct .  I t h i n k  M a n itobans  
deserve t o  k n ow m o r e  a b o u t  the  i n d u s t r i a l  
development outside of the Perimeter H ighway. I 
th ink  that is a r ight that t hey deserve and should 
have. That is  freedom of the press to report the plant 
opening  i n  M orden constituency, to report the plant 
development at H arrowby, to report the expansion of 
S implot Chemical in Brandon ,  all of which are going 
to  create jobs and al l  of which are i nvestment in  
Manitoba,  for the betterment of Manitoba and for the 
future of M an itoba. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to al lude briefly to  some of the 
in i tiatives that are i n  the Throne Speech ,  some of 
t hese in i t iat ives as I mentioned on starting of Page 3 
had  t h e  "w" fa l l i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  Leader  of t he 
Opposi t i o n ' s  name so h e  tu rned i n to  Paley.  M r .  
Speaker, t h e  f irst o n e  on  Page 3 is  t h e  Trout Lake 
ore body. Now, the Leader of the Opposition made a 
reference there. H e  made a vague reference that we 
work u nder  the i r  g overnment - Tanta l u m ,  t hey 
would h ave never passed u p  the opportun i ty to take 
over 50 percent of Tantalum .  The in ference I bel ieve 
he is  trying to  say is  that we should have taken over 
50 percent of the new Trout Lake ore body. Now he 
d idn ' t  say i t  though,  Mr. Speaker, he sort of sk i rted 
the issue. He  doesn' t  q u ite want to  say it, because 
he doesn' t  want to tell the Hudson's Bay M i ning  and 
Smelt ing Company and G range's AB what he would 
d o  unt i l  after he maybe gets the chance to do  it And 
he doesn' t  want to tel l  the plant workers up  t here 
what he  would d o .  For i n stance ,  i f  the Manitoba 
government under their  reg ime had developed the 
Trout Lake mine,  where would they get i t  smelted? 
Would t hey build a new smelter i n  Fl in Flon or  would  
t hey expropriate the exist ing one? M aybe now we're 
gett ing a l itt le c loser to  the economic pol icy that the 
N D P  are trying  to  tel l  us t hey would put  i n ,  fu l l  
expropr iat ion of the  product ive resources of the  
country .  Mr .  Speaker, that br ings  an in terest ing l itt le 
scenario to mind. We had that part icular govern ment 
over there i n  their  farming pol icy decide, i n  their  own 
wisd o m ,  t hat the  state shown own the  farmland.  
They had the State Farm Program. 

i t 's  i nterest ing on the radio this morning  coming i n ,  
M r .  Speaker ,  t o  s e e  t h e  l atest development  i n  
Po lan d ,  t hat Social ist government i n  Polan d ,  and 
who are the latest g roup that are forming a un ion .  
i t ' s  t he  farmers ,  Mr .  S peaker .  And  what d o  the 
farmers want, Mr .  S peaker? They want  to own the i r  
own land.  Here i n  M anitoba not th ree years ago ,  Mr .  
Speaker, we had a M in ister of Agriculture that was 
bent on nationalizing the farmland ownership  in  th is  
province. H ow soon we forget, Mr .  Speaker, and the 
Member for St .  Johns says that's a l ie .  M r. Speaker, 
the Member for St .  Johns says that's a l ie - he's 
not even i n  h is  own seat and he's babbl ing i t 's  a l ie .  
Mr .  Speaker, when i t  comes to hypocrisy we have 
heard i f  from the Member for St.  Johns .  

Now,  M r .  Speaker, the next in i tiative on  Page 3 is  
the potash  deve lo p m e n t  in  t h i s  prov ince .  M r .  
Speaker, under th is  government the potash wasn' t  
created, i t  was there whi le potash mines were going 
into Saskatchewan from 1 969 to 1 977. Why wasn' t  a 
potash mine being bu i l t  i n  M anitoba? Why? I th ink  
maybe i t  was because our Socialist fr iends d idn ' t  
k n ow how to g o  about  talk ing  to  a company to  
deve lop the  m ine .  M r .  Speaker ,  a year ago we  
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started negotiations, the test ing has been done, and 
th ings look very, very promising .  Now, Mr .  Speaker, 
our fr iends opposite are death ly afraid of that - that 
was when the most blood went out of their  face on 
T h u rsday, that 's  when t hey become the  g reatest 
c h i l l e d  w i t h  fear ,  because t h e  potash  m i n e  i n  
Manitoba, o n  a deposit that was always there but is  
there because of th is  government,  p roves the fai lu re 
of Soc ia l i sm i n  M an itoba  beyon d  a d o u b t ,  M r .  
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, the members of the NDP opposit ion 
wi l l  vote against that when they vote against the 
Throne Speech and when they're doing that Mr.  
Speaker, they wi l l  be voting against the exploration 
by a second company on  the deposit north of the 
known reserve. They don ' t  want potash m i nes i n  
Man itoba, Mr .  Speaker, they w i l l  vote against i t ,  and 
i f  t hey d o n ' l  t h ey w o u l d  b e  a b r o g at i n g  t h e i r  
pr inciples o f  n o  g rowth i n  Manitoba that t hey l ived by 
for eight years, M r. Speaker. 

Now going d own the i ine, in the middle of the page 
on Page 3 I want to quote d irectly,  "My government 
is committed to the maintenance and expansion of 
employment of ManFor" - that will be voted d own 
by members opposite. Now, Mr. Speaker, ManFor is  
i n  an i nterest ing t ime i n  its economic l ife because of  
changes i n  tariffs and th ings wh ich wou ld  be much 
better explained by others i n  th is  House.  ManFor 
needs new i nvestment to g uarantee the jobs that are 
there, and needs expansion to create more jobs.  
Now, Mr .  Speaker, i s  the Member for The Pas going 
to vote against that? I suspect he wi l l .  He  wi l l  vote 
against a measure to assure the jobs that are in the 
Town of The Pas stay there i n  the future,  and there 
are more of them. I want to see you stand u p  and 
vote against that k ind of a measure. 

In the bottom line, Mr. Speaker, the bottom of 
Page 3 were the three cl iches that very much hurt 
members of t he oppos i t ion  because i t  was t h e  
p r i n ci p les u p o n  w h i c h  we are  g o i n g  t o  develop 
M a n i t o b a  Hydro.  F i rst  o f  a l l  w i th  the m a r k e t ;  
secondly using production of major i nputs to the 
dams, etc . to the power houses,  us ing Manitoba and 
Canadian contractors, and th i rd ly ,  to  use as much of 
that hydro-electricity for the furtherance of indust ry 
and job creat ion i n  M an itoba. That is someth ing our 
honourable fr iends f ind fore ign because - i n  the 
second principle of buying i nputs into the bui ld ing of 
the plant is quite fore ign to them - in that g reat 
formidable bast ion of Social ism called Jenpeg we 
have six Russian generators, Mr .  Speaker. That did a 
lot for job creation in Manitoba and in Canada, Mr .  
Speaker, i t  d id  a lo t  for  job creat ion .  i t  d id  a lo t  for 
j o b  creat i o n  i n  M an it o b a  in c h a n g i n g  a n d  i n  
mod ifying t h e  horr id  manufactu r i ng  p rocess t hat 
t h ose g e nerators  c o m e  i n .  M r .  S peaker ,  t hose 
principles they wi l l  vote against. They do not want to 
have jobs from further hydro development created 
by industries in Manitoba and Canada. They want l.o 
go back to their ' 'buy Russia policy" - that's what 
they want to do, they' l l  vote against that second 
principle.  The f irst pr incip le of establ ishing a market, 
they ' l l  vote against that because, Mr. Speaker, they 
bui l t  and they bui l t  and they bu i l t ,  and as a result 
hydro rates more than doubled i n  Manitoba to pay 
the carrying charges alone. And what d id  they bu i ld  
for? For identified markets? Certain ly not,  because 
we have a 40 percent over production capacity i n  
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Manitoba. That's what they bui l t  for; t hey bui l t  for 
over capacity, and just to say, "We' re good people. 
We' re employing people by bu i ld ing hydro plants, but 
we' re not going to tel l  you what i t 's  going to  cost you 
as taxpayers for us  to do  i t .  We're just going to be 
good people and take a l l  the job goodies, that we' re 
creat ing employment up i n  the Nelson River. We are 
g reat guys." And then they slam them with the b i l l  
three years l ater w i th  th ree successive i ncreases in  
hydro rates that doub le  the hydro rate i n  Manitoba 
and founder the ut i l ity; that 's the way. 

But ,  M r. S peaker,  t h i s  is where you come to  
leadersh ip  i n  pol it ics. l t  takes leadersh ip  to  say and  
make  d ifficult  decisions. l t  would be the easiest th ing 
on th is  s ide of the H ouse to say we' re going ahead 
and bu i ld  a l l  the dams and al l  the power stat ions on 
the Nelson River. We'd be heroes !or a short whi le .  
But ,  Mr .  Speaker, that is  not the way you logical ly 
deve l o p  M an i t o b a  H y d r o .  That  has been  
demonst rated i n  the past . We're not  go ing  to be  
forced into the k ind of m istake that was made i n  
1 970,  i n  t h e  early 1 970s under t h e  N D P .  ! t  takes 
courage to hold back the development when i t  would  
be a popular th ing to  do.  ! wou ld  h ate to see an N D P  
Premier making t h e  l< i n d  o f  decisions that w e  have 
had to make in the last t h ree years. They wou ldn ' t  
have been made,  M r . Speaker ,  a n d  we wou l d  
probab ly  b e  o n  t h e  market  today w i th  another  
H yd ro-Electr i c  d am wi th  n o  market ,  se l l i n g  i t  at 
barely product ion costs on the i nternat ional  market, 
and that would be a fantastic  return to  the people of 
M a n itoba of their future resource, and our rates 
would have been u p  another 50 percent. 

So as the t h i rd pr inc ip le ,  M r .  S peaker,  we are 
a l ready moving towards that .  M r .  S peaker ,  that  
potash m i n e  w i l l  use  s u bstan t ia l  amounts  o f  
e lect r i c i ty  i n  M a n i t o b a ,  t h a t ' s  i n d ust ry  w it h i n  
Manitoba. S implot Chemical and tt;eir expansion t o  
produce ammonia would u se substantial amounts of 
electricity. Tupperware is a total e lectr ic p lan t  i n  
Morden.  Those are industries i n  Manitoba using our 
resource. And what was the one that we are referr ing 
i n  the Throne S peech ,  but Alcan? Our gentlemen 
opposite wi l l  vote against that one too, because i t  is 
a m ult i-national and they don't think t hey l ike m ulti­
nat iona ls .  But speak t o  the people who w i l l  be 
work ing i n  that plant and ask them. Go d own to 
Quebec and ask the employees of Alcan and Quebec 
i f  t hey l ike working for a mult i-national.  G o  to the 
people in B.C. who work for Aican in B.C. and tell 
them. 

MIFI. SPEAKER: O r d e r  p l ease .  The H o n ou r a b l e  
Member has five m inutes. 

MR. ORCHARD: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Tel l  those 
people that you don't  want to, and then come back 
to the Un ion Ha i l  in Manitoba and tell Dick M art in 
t h at you d o n ' t  want A lcan because ifs a mu l t i ­
national and there won ' t  be 700 d i rect jobs  i n  the  
province. Tell Dick Mart in  that, Mr .  Leader of the 
O p p o s i t io n ,  a n d  see h o w  q u i c k l y  D i c k  M a r t i n  
whispers i n  your ear. He  won't say i t  publ ic ly b u t  he 
wi l l  whisper i n  your  ear  and say, " !  th ink  maybe we 
better t ry to get  A lcan i n  the p rovince because i t 's  
good for the province. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the other thing that we are 
trying  to  do  and we're negotiat ing ,  and here is  where 
I f i n d  tota l ly  r i d i c u l o u s  the pos i t i o n ,  the p u b l i c  
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posit ion of the Leader of the Opposit ion that we 
should be s id ing with Ontario, the power gr id .  H ave 
we undertaken negotiat ions with a power gr id  with 
Ontario? I must have m issed that announcement. No, 
we' re undertak ing  negotiat ions with a power gr id 
with Alberta and Saskatchewan.  And he is  saying in 
energy pol icy, "We should go with Ontario" .  When 
the power gr id goes to Ontar io,  Mr .  Speaker, he wi l l  
have some credib i l ity i n  h is  posit ion and unt i l  that 
t i m e ,  M r .  S peaker ,  I q u i te  f r a n k l y  d o n ' t  m i n d  
supporting some o f  the A lberta i n it iat ives because 
our future g rowth and development of th is  province 
and of Canada relies on  the successful development 
of energy resources i n  Alberta, not i n  Ontario, n ot in 
S a u d i  Arab ia ,  not  in M ex ico ,  but in A l berta .  l t  
offends me, Mr .  Speaker, when people do  n ot want 
to develop the energy resources i n  Alberta. 

Mr. Speaker, I would  really l i ke to see h ow the 
members opposite, part icu lar ly the members from 
the northern r id ings,  are going to vote against the 
proposal that Trans Canada Pipel ine del iver natural 
gas to  northern  c o m m u n i t ies .  I h o p e  t hey vote 
against that one part icularly i n  Thompson.  Tel l  the 
people of M anitoba, i n  Thompson, you are go ing to 
vote against the New Democratic opposition .  They 
wi l l  be i nterested i n  knowing .  

M r .  Speaker,  I h aven ' t  even g ot to  the  socia l  
programs, which are very very exten sive and wide in  
th is  province. Mr .  Speaker, I would  l ike very much to 
spend another hour talk ing  about  the good th ings 
t h at are in  t hese b udgets ,  b u t ,  M r .  S peaker ,  
u nfortunately I am go ing  to  run out  of t ime. M r. 
S peaker, I am going to take a g reat deal of p leasure 
to watch each and every one of the New Democrats 
stand up and vote against t h i s  Throne S peech .  
U n less w e  h ave a few, what d o  y o u  cal l them, 
d uckers i n  the vot ing ,  where t here wi l l  be a few 
absent, noticeable by their absence? There might  be 
a few of that .  Mr .  Speaker, i t 's  going to  be g reat to  
see them vote against the i n it iat ives i n  th is  speech. 

Mr. Speaker, in c losin g ,  s ince the tone of my 
debate has been n oth ing but joy and fr iendly, I want 
to take this opportunity to  wish each and every one 
of you a very M erry Christmas and a H appy New 
Year. 

Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the q uest ion? 
The Honourable Member for Virden. 

MR. MORRIS McGREGOR (Virden): Thank you, M r .  
Speaker, a n d  certainly I would l i ke to congratu late 
you for your re-appointment and your generalsh ip  i n  
t h i s  Chamber  over several  years ,  a n d  a l s o  
congratu late t h e  mover f r o m  M i nnedosa and t h e  
seconder from Spr ingfield on  t h e  f ine contribut ion o f  
t h e  Throne Speech.  A n d  to some of you, you m ay 
know and some you don' t ,  th is  is rather un ique to 
me, th is is my first day of my 1 9t h  year of serving  
th is  Chamber. I was not  the on ly  one here that was 
elected in 1 962,  but I ' ve only got one equal that was 
elected in 1 962 and is  sti l l  here cont inuously; the 
Member for St. Johns. Why I always claimed to be 
superior to h i m ,  because I was e lected o n  t hree 
pol ls ,  he claimed he got his message to the p ress 
earl ier, but in reality I was elected a l itt le before h im .  
Also I see some new people around here and I 'm 
sure the  pages and al l ,  we' l l  f ind g reat co-operation 
with them and I wish th is to be a good experience to 

them. The one personnel I see m1ssmg is  Ray Sly,  
who I u nderstand is  i n  the  hospital  and I would 
certain ly  wish to send the message to Ray on  a 
speedy recovery because Ray has been here longer 
t h a n  any one, and I t h i n k  Ray has been here 
someth ing i n  the order of 30 years. 

The other th ing of encouragement I do see, and as 
a western M an itoba representative, we've always felt 
k ind  of done in by the Winn ipeg press and I certain ly 
understand why, they h ave masters, and whi le most 
of the papers go to Winn ipeg, but this year for the 
f irst t ime we n ow have a press representat ive i n  Pat 
McKinley and I th ink  that wi l l  augur wel l for our  
remarks getting distr ibuted out to  Westman area, 
because there  is n ot h i n g  m o r e  d e g rad i n g  t h a n  
coming  o ff  t h e  floor a n d  trying to  write your own 
cottonpick in '  speeches to  get out there, that I just -
if anyth ing I hate it is that .  And certain ly  I see the 
lady who keeps t rack of who's in  and out of the 
H ouse and I always wi l l  congratu late here, as she's 
do ing a good honest job.  The one area that d oes 
bug me a l itt le b it ,  now m aybe Mr. Speaker, the 
l i ghts o n  and that says I ' m  sti l l  a lr ight to  talk I g uess 
eh? I ' ve never real ly had i t  explained, I j ust noticed it 
fl ip on. But anyway there are t imes when we're out of 
this Chamber, l ike our  very - not controversial -
our  pay b i l l ,  that I had made some statements for 
and the day that came up for second reading  I was 
absent. Everybody thought I 'd run, I 've never i n  my 
l i fe  run for a vote,  no m at ter  how p o p u l a r  o r  
u np o p u l a r  i t  was .  O n  t h at occas i o n  I was 
represent ing  my  M i n i ster  o n  t h e  Peace G ardens 
Committee at Bismarck, the day before and the day 
of that vote, and I would  l i ke to know some way, 
when I ' m  sent out by my M i nister to  do a part icular 
job ,  that I could somehow get to  the p ress and say, 
n ow I ' m  absent but th is  is where I ' m  absent. I f  I ' m  i n  
t h e  Carib bean, I ' m  n o t  so sure that I ' d  want to tel l  
her,  but I l i kely wou ld .  But  that was a very i mportant 
meet i n g  because we h ad to c o m e  u p  w i t h  a 
contractor  and I s it  t here with N orth Dakota's State 
leg is lators and one US senator and on  that occasion  
we d id  approve of a 5.8 m i l l ion contract to  u pg rade 
the Peace Gardens south  of  Bran d o n ,  and a lso 
p repare for the 50th anniversary i n  1 98 1 .  

I ' m  certain ly  a supporter o f  one Canada. I ' ve been 
in most all parts of Canada and wi l l  a lways defend 
Canada as one Canada. Often I th ink we sometimes 
with i n  this Chamber, we look to the problems of the 
other person and really I feel we should be looking 
for even our opponents, better points i f  we're going 
to get co-operat ion ,  we m ust look. And we look to 
our  francophone p rovince, we can look to our oi l -r ich 
province, our potash-rich p rovince,  or  i ndustrial-rich 
province. I f  we look to fin d  good things i n  them we're 
l iable, I th ink ,  maybe have a better net result .  

I was i n  Hait i ,  I g uess almost a week today, and 
other Car ibbean Islands and one thing I must say, 
I ' m  proud to represent Canada in any of those areas, 
and I was on the tr ip on my own pocketbook. But 
anywhere, Canada i s  wel l l ooked up  to,  n o  matter 
whether you ' re in an American audience, and it's a 
fact I took many pins ,  and I don't  distr ibute p ins of 
any nature i n  my constituency, but when I go  on a 
junket l i ke that, and that was with Canadian Pioneer 
M a n agement  of  C o m p a n ies  t h a t  I ' m  a board  
member, and  they also had  the p ins that I secured to 
pass on .  
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notice i n  the Throne Speech t hat my M i nister of 
Agricu l ture i s  typing up the foreign ownersh i p  of 
farmlands and I agree with him but I hope i t  isn ' t  
done i n  a way to interfere with people coming here, 
want ing to own land and become Canadian cit izens. I 
g u ess  t h e  t e r m  i s  i m m i g ran t  s tatus  p u r c h ases ,  
because I th ink we need more people, we need that 
k ind of money i n  from offcshore and I ' m  sure my 
M i nister wi l l  take that into considerat ion .  

I 'm certain ly p leased with the expansion of the 
four - lane  const ruct i o n  west  df  t h i s  year ' s  
construct ion ,  past those fatal ly prone curves west of 
Brandon,  that the older members have heard me 
preach o n  and beg for .  I 'd g ive m ost of V irden 
constituency years gone by, to  get the start of that,  
now he's started I 'm not sure that I want to give h im 
away any  of  my hardtop, but anyway i t s  pleas ing to  
al l  people out there that  have known so many of 
their  c lose fr iends have been k i l led i n  !hat area, and 
its tremendous. The fatality rate on  those curves -
this chunk ,  whatever the m i leage is ,  Mr .  Speaker, I 
th ink  it would take with in one curve, there may be 
one l itt le bit of a troublesome curve west of that, but 
whatever the m i leage is ,  I 'm certain ly expressing the 
appreciat ion of the indicat ion i n  the Throne Speech 
and no one w i l l  real ly  k n ow how much unt i l  the 
Budget comes dow n ,  h ow much and how many 
m i les. 

Also the encouragement of the potential at Trout 
Lake with government equity into that CF I ,  or  what 
we now know as Manfor Addit ional and what has th is  
done for the north and The Pas? I worked i n  the 
north some th i rty or  more years ago and I used to 
go into The Pas and I u sed to g o  into Fl in Flon and 
The Pas was not that encouraging a town and F l in  
F l in  was a min ing town, but today you g o  into those 
two towns, certain ly not k nocking Fiin F!on but you 
only h ave to see the construct ion in The Pas, the 
modern motels, to know just how . much Manfor has 
done. Or . else, i f  you ' re going f ishing ,  and you use 
the l umber road up into the Lake Kississing ,  a l l  of 
which comi3 about because of that expenditure that 
we caught hel l  for, and we g ive hel l  to the other 
people when they're in government,  but again in true 
balance, and I remember the Premier i n  the mid-60s 
when he was predict ing this and ! th ink  he was told 
that would not make a profit on  an ordinary budget, 
but i f  you took in all the potential ,  a l l  the truck ing ,  
the meals, then i t  wou ld  al l  show a p rofit and I th ink  
The Pas has the benefit of that. 

One excit ing thing I not iced i n  the Throne Speech 
and certain ly i t  may be a long way off is  hydrogen 
power. Now I had an article in my Rivers Gazette 
about a year-and-a-half ago and i t  showed some 
people in the States that are using th is  and I th ink  
that really has potent ial .  I ts probably again go ing to  
be expensive and again ,  as my M i nister of Energy 
h as sai d ,  is q u ite a few years away but that i s  
someth ing we've got  u p  our sleeve, we've certainly 
got the water,  that's where th is comes from, with 
electr ic power or o i l  power to make it 

The potash ore body in St.  Lazarre certainly we 
know the ore body is  there and that area wm be i n  
Virden constituency. I 'm not  sure,  Mr .  Speaker, who 
wi l l  be representative. You might put some argument 
up,  whether i t 's  me or you , S i r ,  and that wi l l  be 
worked out in  due course in  the Kenton farmer style 
l ikely. We hear criticism of a l l  this potential of not 
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really a f i rm deal but about maybe to happen, but is  
that not  the real strength i n  th is  Throne Speech? 
Can you not imagine,  i f  a year-and-a-half or  two or 
th ree years down, the Alcan made its announcement, 
the potash made its announcement, the hydrogen; 
where would we be for our sk i l led labourers, our 
u nsk i l led labourers? We have some lead t ime to get 
those people g roomed up and professional people. I 
talked to many people th is  past weekend. I said i t 's  
not  an absolute certainty but  for gosh sakes,  i f  
you' re going to  upgrade yourself get  w i th  i t  now,  get 
into the un iversities, get into the commun ity col leges 
because somewhere d own the t rack M anitoba is 
going to need you. And maybe we' ! !  have to reverse 
the  out m i g rat ion because I bel ieve the potential  
there is  more, i f  they come on-stream, more than 
even our one mi l l ion populat ion could  ever afford .  
But we can work to that to the benefit of a l l  of  
M a n i toba .  A n d  I say,  that 's  t h e  one  t h i n g ,  t h e  
advance warning  o f  these potentials.  A n d  also th is  
Throne Speech d id  ment ion the power gr id and that 
potent ia l .  

I would l ike to say i n  answer to the Member for 
Rossmere l ast Fr iday,  I bel ieve, and more recently to  
the Leader of the Opposit ion , and i n  q uestion Sasko i !  
D r i l l i n g  in  the K i rk.e l l a  area in  the V i r d e n  
constitutency. There i s  a very legit imate reason why 
that .  That was put up for auct ion ,  McGregor Oil or 
Schroeder Oil or  Chevron Oil o r  Texas Oil o r  Dome 
O i l  or Cal  O i l ;  anyone cou ld  b i d .  lt t u r ned out  
Saskatchewan outb id  everyone e lse  at the h ighest 
price that's ever been bid on Crown leases. As a 
matter of fact, for your i nformat ion ,  M r .  Speaker, 25  
percent of o i l  leases went to Saskatchewan Oi l  and  is  
th is  not the real example of free enterprise at i ts  
best? -( Interjection)- No. And a lso someth ing that 
I 've been u r g i n g  for  for  many  years,  I see t h e  
Member f o r  l nkster w i l l  recall our  d iscussions some 
seven or eight . years ago, when i was urging to h ave 
some kind of legislat ion -(Interjection)� i f  someone 
else wants the floor I ' l l  s it  down but I don ' t  i nterfere 
with them. But there's an appointment in recent d ays 
of Ross N ugent regarding establ ishment of legislation 
regar d i n g  s urface oil r ights ,  and I ' l l  j ust read a 
couple of l ines of that n otice. 

"Surface rights holders have been seeking  a legai 
m e c h a n i s m  for adju d icat i n g  d i sputes  over  
compensat ion and damage payments and certain ly 
I ' ve been asking  for th is  for many years. To meet this 
need and t o  e n c o urage m ax i m u m  exp lorat i o n ,  
development and production o f  o i l  a n d  natural gas 
u nder  a system t h at m i n i m izes any det r imenta l  
effects the Inqu i ry Commission was establ ished . The 
terms of reference cal l on Mr. Nugent to make an 
inqu i ry into problems arising from the acqu isiton and 
use of surface rights in M anitoba for the explorat ion ,  
development and production of o i l  and natural gas." 
Hopeful ly ,  th is  wi l l  fol low the l ines of Alberta and 
S as k at c h ewa n ' s  l e g i s l at i o n .  T h e y ' re n ot rea l l y  
compat ib le .but i f  we come down the centre from the  
two of !hem i ' m  sure the . . . and  that's not without 
problems because there are some problems and I 
realize that .  I won't become popular with al l  if I take 
some credit for encourag ing this but I bel ieve it  to  be 
r ight .  

Then I suppose the last point that I would l i ke to  
mention,  and th is  I ' l l  sort of read. I ' m  proud and 
happy to  report to th is  House some of the very 
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positive developments which have occurred recently 
i n  M anitoba's o i l  industry. As you are aware, most of 
the activity has occurred i n  the constituency which I 
represent, and Virden itself can justly claim to be the 
oi l  capita l  of  the p rov ince .  A r e m a r k a b l e  
transformation h a s  taken p lace i n  t h e  o i l  indust ry i n  
t h i s  p rovi n ce d u ri n g  t h e  p a s t  t h ree years.  The  
turnaround is  a d irect result of t h i s  g overnment's 
decis ion to reinstitute Crown leases sales which I 
mentioned earl ier, which had been d iscontinued by 
the former government back i n  '7 1 .  This was a very 
misguided pol icy approach in my opin ion.  

Fortunately th is  government took a major step 
towards rest o r i n g  c o n f i d ence  in M an it o b a ' s  o i l  
potential b y  hold ing its first sale o f  Crown leases i n  
Apri l  o f  last year. A second lease sale was held l ater 
in ' 7 9 .  Those two sales resu l ted in t h e  Crown 
receiving about  977,000 of revenue. Because of the 
success of those two sales. your government has 
held three leases i n  1 980. These sales of Crown­
leased rights resulted i n  more than 1 ,900,000 of 
revenue bein g  collected. Mr. Speaker, despite the 
terrible uncertainty which h as been created i n  . . . 
Petroleum Industries th is year by the act ion and the 
pronouncement of the federal government, the act ion 
of th is  administrat ion to stimulate g reater interest in  
o i l  exp lorat ion  in  M a n i t o b a  has p roven to be  
worthwhi le.  N o  one  is  foolhardy enough to p redict 
that there i s  vast pools of o i l  lying beneath the 
ground in  M anitoba but I m ight  say, M r .  Speaker, 
there are those who feel there is  enough i n  Manitoba 
and I 'm saying  I th ink a minority group to supply 
Manitoba. That 's  not a bad potential and i f  pr ices 
come up, we know there wi l l  be many more wel l s  
that are not  producing at  th is  hour that  wi l l  produce 
down the track.  But we would  know that the Wi l l iston 
S e d i mary Bas in  extend s  i n t o  s o u theastern  
Saskatchewan and southwestern Manitoba. Because 
of t h e  recen t  encourag i n g  d i scover ies in Nor th  
Dakota's section o f  the  Wi l l iston Basin ,  t here h ave 
been a revival of i nterest in the potential of the 
M an itoba section of th is Basin .  H owever ,  we d o  have 
to be carefu l  not to exaggerate the possib i l it ies. I 
regret to report that in some sect ions of the news 
media there have been some rather wild statements 
made about o i l  dr i l l ing results i n  the Kirkella area 
and I th ink ,  Mr. Speaker, you are close enough to 
have heard those when four particular by-elections 
were going on  i n  Saskatchewan. 

The facts are these: The original Kirkel la field was 
d iscovered back in '57, prior to '58 i t  contained 1 0  
producing wel ls .  l t  was - I ' m  speaking o f  Kirkel la 
only,  - it  was in 1 978  that R ideau Petro leums 
d iscovered a new field two m i les southwest of the 
town of Kirkel la, wh ich contained two separate o i l  
pools .  To date, Rideau Petroleum has dr i l led 13 wells 
i n  that area and 9 of these are at present producing 
wel ls .  

Then in A p r i l  of t h i s  year R ideau Petro leums 
d iscovered another poo l  t h ree m i les southeast o f  
Kirkel la. There are now three producing wel ls  i n  that 
pool area. Final ly,  in September the Sask. O i l  and 
Gas Corporat ion dr i l led a successful well one mi le 
northwest of Rideau Petroleum's  first pool d iscovery. 
Th is  Sask. o i l  wel l  came into production in early 
N ovember. At that t ime there was some news media 
report pictur ing the Sask. o i l  well as being  a very 
heavy producer and that the area surrounding i t  had 
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a potential of provid ing 50 percent of M anitoba's o i l  
product ion .  These reports proved to be ridiculously 
exaggerated. l t  is  regretted that a l l  th is  overblown 
p u b l ic i ty seems to  h ave been g iven to  one wel l 
d r i l led by the Saskatchewan government agency, 
Sask. Oil .  We appreciate the interest in M an itoba by 
Sask .  Oil and we congratu late them on their  success 
in dr i l l i ng  a producing well near Kirkel la ,  but we 
s h o u l d  n ot l o s e  s i g h t  of t h e  fact t h at Rid eau 
Petroleum ,  a p rivate sector  company, has been the  
p ioneer i n  the Kirkel la area. l t  is  p leasing  to  n ote t hat 
a n u m ber of the other companies have displayed a 
good level of i nterest and activity in M an itoba th is  
year. i t 's  part icularly g ratify ing that two of them are 
M a n it o b a  b ased c o m p a n ies ,  n a m e l y  N ewscope 
Resources and Tundra Oi l  and Gas .  

l t  is  n oteworthy that  besides the sharp increase in  
Crown revenues f rom the sa le  of Crown lease r ights 
th is  year there has been a good level of activity in 
actual new well dr i l l i ng .  Last year t here were 25  new 
wel ls  dr i l led ; that total h as been matched i n  1 980 
despite the deep concern of the petroleum industry 
over Ottawa 's  h i gh-handed approach to oil and  
natural gas  issues. 

At present there are about 700 producing wel ls  i n  
M anitoba, about 90 percent o f  t h e  good quality o i l  
being produced i n  th is  p rovince is  being sh ipped to 
ref ineries i n  Ontar io,  the remainder being refined in 
M an itoba. 

Total product ion  by M an i toba  wel l s  has been 
declin ing steadi ly s ince the peak set i n  1 968. That 
year output was 6.2 mi l l ion barrels. The production 
had dropped to 3 .9 mi l l ion barrels i n  1 977 and by 
1 979 had declined to about 3.7. The total for th is  
year shou ld be i n  the order  of s l ight ly above 3 .6 
barrels. 

N o netheless, we m ust remain properly caut ious 
about the overal l  o i l  supply i n  Manitoba.  The oi l  
pools are being steadi ly depleted. At present there is  
on ly  one  explorat ion o i l  d ri l l  r i g  at work i n  the 
p rovince and that's a local  company, Crown Dr i l l ing 
L imited, owned by some local Virden people. We 
cannot expect to witness any strong revival of dr i l l ing 
activity i n  Manitoba unt i l  the federal government 
tu rns  away from i ts  destructive approach in i ts  
natural energy pol icy .  

I n  closing ,  M r .  Speaker, i f  there's one threat on  
free enterprise, i t  had  to come one day I was i n  th is  
House ,  and I p r ide  i n  free enterprise and g iv ing 
everyone  a c o n s iderat i o n , but  the d ay t h e  
announcement o f  t h e  Tribune closing, two g reat free 
enterprises, and I th ink  that was rather insult ing,  to 
say the least, to  us  who pride in supporting free 
enterprise. Those two chains,  I see they're getting 
geared i n  the papers and that 's  r ightly so .  

Thank you. Mr .  Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H o n ou ra b l e  Mem ber  f o r  
Crescentwood . 

MR. STEEN: Thank you, Mr .  Speaker. M ay I say, 
S i r ,  at the outset, that I wish you good health as you 
preside over your fifth session as Speaker of th is  
C h a m b e r .  M ay I a lso take a m om e n t  a n d  
congratu late t h e  mover a n d  seconder o f  t h e  Throne 
S peec h ,  who made the i r  contr ibut ions o n  Fr iday 
morning last, my two col leagues, the Members for 
M i nnedosa and for Spri ngfie ld .  

Dur ing the last, rough ly two months ,  Mr .  Speaker, 
it's been my privi lege to serve as Chai rman of the 
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Statutory Regulations and Orders Comrnittee which 
has been hear i n g  the v i ews and comments  of 
M anitobans regard ing  the const itut ional  proposal .  
We have had a number of meet ings here i n  the City 
of Winn ipeg and have t ravelled outside the City of 
Winn ipeg,  and we h ave heard a n u m ber of very 
interest ing and very wel l  prepared briefs that h ave 
come before our committee and there are sti l l  a 
number of persons, as I ' m  sure you're aware, Mr .  
S peaker ,  t hat wou ld  l i k e  t o  make representati o n  
before t h i s  committee. 

One fault that has been brought forward to myself 
on more than one occasion is  that I, as Chairman, 
show too much leniency towards questions asked by 
my fell ow colleagues, the members of the committee, 
in a n swe r i n g  t h e  q ue st i o n s  to persons  m a k i n g  
representat ion.  For example, on  t h e  f irst d ay that we 
had the hearings in the City of Winn ipeg we only 
heard 1 1  b riefs. The secon d  day we were even 
slower. We only heard f ive br iefs i n  a fu l l  d ay of 
hear ings .  The quest ions from all members of the 
committee, i n  my opin ion ,  have been very extensive, 
rather lengthy, and somet imes one member will ask 
the same q uest i o n  to  the same party mak ing  a 
p resentat ion that an earl ier member had asked. But 
one question that the Member for St .  Boniface often 
asks the people is, what is the i r  feel i n g  towards 
Canada, and I th ink  i t  was mentioned i n  the Throne 
Speech and I thoroughly endorse i t  and I personal ly 
commit myself to a strong u nited Canada under a 
federal system of government  t h at respects and 
recognizes the tradit ional  powers and authorit ies of  
our various provincial governments. 

I applaud the Member for St .  Boniface when he 
asks that question to various persons appearing as 
de leg ates before u s ,  because I be l ieve t h at h e  
be l ieves a s  I d o ,  t h at w e  shou ld  h ave a strong 
central government,  but we have the ten p rovinces, 
they've been work ing for 1 13 years, I think that we 
need th is  system and i t  should be endorsed and 
enhanced for years to come. 

We heard this afternoon,  Mr. Speaker, the Leader 
ot the Opposition ,  make his reply to  the T h rone 
Speech.  I made a few n otes, and I notice that he 
poked a l itt le fun at the Conservat ives when he  said 
that the Conservatives had a steak d inner the other 
night, and the speaker spoke before a very l arge 
aud ience.  But I also read in the Free P ress on 
Saturday where he spoke to a major NDP meet ing 
wh ich attracted 1 50 peop le ,  one-tenth  as many 
people as we attracted . I a lso  note that i n  the Free 
Press t hey said that the price of their d inner was 
considerably less than ours and he sti l l  was only able 
to get ten percent of the crowd that our leader was 
able to attract to a d inner.  

The Leader of the Opposit ion made reference in 
h is speech th is afternoon about the soup l ines at the 
Salvat ion Army and th is being the Christmas t ime of 
the year and the newspapers and the radio  stat ions 
and other service clubs, etc . ,  usual ly t ry to raise 
money for the Christmas Cheer Board. Wel l ,  i heard 
recently that the Christmas Cheer Board is  having 
d ifficulty f inding suitable fami l ies i n  which to  deliver 
hampers to, fami l ies in need, and yet the Leader of 
the Opposit ion talks about the soup l ines down at 
the Salvation Army in d owntown W i n n i peg . So I 
would th ink that perhaps the Christmas Cheer Board 
with their surplus this year might help the Leader of 

-----

t h e  O p p o s i t i o n  i n  p o u r i n g  s o u p  f o r  t h e  few 
youngsters that appear at the door,  and I th ink  that 
the head person at the Salvat ion Army said that they 
were usual ly sons or daughters of men or women 
coming  there for the services t h at are normal ly  
offered by the Salvat ion Army and that a few of them 
might  be neighbourhood youngsters, but there are 
very few young people gathering at the Salvation 
Army asking  for food a l lowances or for food .  I th ink 
t h at the Leader of t h e  Opposi t ion exag g erated 
g reatly today when he ment ioned that .  
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H e  also ment ions i n  h is  speech that sales i n  the 
retai l  stores are down i n  Winn ipeg, and I can see 
why .  I asked my f r ien d ,  t h e  M e m be r  for  R iver  
Heights,  about  the numbers of students attending h is  
college, and he says yes, t hey are  down ,  main ly from 
rural Manitoba, and I asked him why, and he says 
m a i n ly becau se of  t h e  d r o u g h t s  a n d  t h e  f l o o d  
condit ions a n d  t h e  h igh  in terest rates. T h e  farmers 
don' t  have the money today with the h igh  i nterest 
rates and with the d rought condit ions and the flood 
condit ions they've faced for the last few years, they 
don ' t  h ave the moneys and the surplus dol lars i n  
the i r  pockets t o  send the i r  youngsters to  extra 
curr icula studies .  

T h e  Leader of  t h e  Oppos i t ion  was somewhat 
cr i t ica l  o f  the P r e m i e r  and sa id t h at what he 
promised three years ago - well ,  the Premier of our  
province when he campaigned i n  '77 ,  he promised a 
good sensib le  sound government ,  one t hat would 
redu ce taxes and so on ,  and yet the Leader  of the 
O p p o s i t i o n  d o es n ' t  make a n y  reference t o  t h e  
red u c t i o n  i n  t axes .  F o rt u n ate ly  m y  f r i e n d ,  t h e  
M i nister o f  H ighways, made some comments about 
the fact that th is  government has reduced taxes and 
tr ied to encourage industry i n  the private sector.  He  
d oesn' t  make any  reference to the fact that dur ing 
th is  government's day 30,000 new jobs have been 
created in the private sector. He never makes any 
reference to that,  yet i n  the last three years of the 
NDP ru le t hey created 10 ,000 jobs outside of the civi l  
service, and the civi l  service, t hey had a wonderful 
record , Mr.  Speaker, of creat ing jobs. A record that I 
would hope that a party that I belong to would  never 
try to accompl ish or  equal .  

The M i n is ter  o f  H i g hways made a n  exce l l e n t  
speech t h i s  afternoon a n d  I just,  a s  a city member, 
m a k e  two refer e n ce s  to t h e  T h r o n e  S peech 
pertain ing  to  h is  department and to applaud h im for 
his efforts to have H ighway 75 from Winn ipeg to the 
U . S .  b o r d e r  f o u r - l a n ed . I be l ieve ,  as  m a n y  
Winn ipeggers d o  w h o  u se that h ighway on numerous 
occasions, that i t  i s  due time that i t  was four-laned 
and hopeful ly  the moneys wil l  be provided that over 
the next few years that that h ighway can be l i nked 
u p  to  the major U .S.  h ighway t hat has four lanes, so 
that the persons that are using that well travelled 
h ighway have the safety of the four lanes. 

l t  was also mentioned in the Throne Speech about 
the cont inuat ion of the four- lan ing of the Trans­
Canada Highway. Many residents of Winn ipeg use 
the Trans-Canada H i g hway whether they' re go ing 
from Winn ipeg down to the Lake of the Woods i n  the 
summert ime and using their  cottages and the various 
resorts areas, and I ' m  sure that many members 
opposite use the H ighway No. 1 or  the Trans-Canada 
Highway west when they're going to Reg ina to f ind 
out what t hey s h o u l d  be  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  i n  t h i s  
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Legislature and getting their message from Premier 
B l ak eney.  So i f  we get t h e  h i g hway to t h e  
Saskatchewan border eventual ly four-laned, i t  wi l l  be 
safer and better for the members opposite as they 
travel to Saskatchewan and look for some support. 

The Leader of the Opposition mentioned Hydro 
and I think that the M i nister of Energy and Finance 
has done an excellent job i n  leading  Hydro back to a 
restored posit ion of f inancial stabi l ity. The days i n  
Hydro i n  t h e  last three years haven' t  been easy ones. 
I th ink  every member of this H ouse would recognize 
that fact. But there has always been a point that you 
don' t  bu i ld hydro generat ing stat ions i f  you don ' t  
have a market for  i t .  The M i nister of Finance and 
Energy, through the Hyd ro-Electric Board and h is  
department, has been out seeking new markets and 
generat ing capacit ies wi l l  be increased as these new 
markets come on stream, and as we produce more 
hydro-electr ic  power and sel l  i t  e lsewhere we ' re 
g o i n g  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  keep  t h e  costs t o  u s  as 
Manitobans as low as possible and we' re going to  try 
and keep the  Hydro debt  as low as poss ib le .  I 
applaud th is government for a couple of years ago 
for i ntroducing the f ive year freeze on  hydro, and I 
would hope that when the five year freeze is u p  that 
the price increase doesn' t  have to be too substantial ,  
nothing l ike what happened during the 7- i /2 years or  
8 years of the N D P  re ign when the price tr ipled itself 
in that eight year period. 

With major capital projects that wil l be coming on 
stream with Hydro as the new markets are there and 
that construct ion can go ahead , we' re going to  see a 
real boom i n  our economy with the new construct ion .  
As the Min ister of  H ighways sa id  earl ier today,  the 
purchase of  equipment to  be used i n  the new project 
wi l l  be made in M anitoba or  at least in Canada, and 
we won ' t  b e  g o i n g  to the U S S R  to buy t h i s  
equipment a n d  s o  o n ,  where you h ave to  g o  to  
Vancouver i n  order  t o  f i nd  a person  t h at i s  
k n ow ledgea b l e  i n  k n ow i n g  h o w  t o  repa i r t h e  
e q u i p me n t  a n d  so  o n ,  a n d  m a n y  t i m es t h at 
equipment is i n  a broken-down state. So when the 
hydro generators that were made i n  Russia aren ' t  
working ,  we aren ' t  mak ing any money and we aren ' t  
producing any electrical power. 

T h e  Leader of  t h e  O p p os i t i o n  m a d e  s o m e  
references t h i s  afternoon to economic development 
i n  M anitoba and my friend,  the M i nister of H ighways, 
mentioned Alcan, and I 've talked to some business 
people in and  aro u n d  W i n n i peg and  they real ly  
applaud the fact that Alcan might come here and 
hopeful ly wi l l  come here.  Because with Alcan coming 
to M anitoba, we' l l  see an i njection of 500 m i l l ion  
worth of  capital money spent i n  the Manitoba area. 

We' l l  also see some 700 new jobs coming here. 
But I'm sure one of those environmental ists from 
over there will do their best to stop i t  from coming 
here,  f ind a . loophold that w i l l  stop a major p lant 
coming and locat ing i n  the g reater Winn ipeg area. 

Speaking of economic development, Mr. Speaker, 
at noon today I was over to a factory on  N otre Dame 
Avenue that makes winter outerwear for people, the 
Gemini and Peerless cloth ing plants. I was talk ing  to 
one of the senior men i n  the part icular plant at noon 
hour,  and I said , how many people have you g ot 
working i n  th is plant,  and he says, we've got 400 
people working  in the men's wear area and we h ave 
another  800 person s ,  s o m e  i n  M or d e n  i n  t h e  

constituency o f  t h e  M i n ister o f  H ighways, some 400 
at their plant and 300 at another one, producing 
winter garments that are sold a l l  over the wor ld .  So I 
said to h im ,  what k ind of i ncome are these people 
that are working  here o n  these sewing mach ines 
making? He said many of them make as much as 
300 a week and I said ,  how many hours would  i t  take 
them o n  a piece work basis to make 300, he said ,  
40,  maybe 42 a t  the best. Our  average person makes 
250 a week and i f  they can' t  make 200 a week we 
d o n ' t  want  t h e m  because t he y ' re t a k i n g  u p  a 
valuable piece of machinery and we would rather 
have someone else in there that can work at that 
speed and at that pace. They' re p repared to g o  
along with a new recruit a n d  train them for up  to a 
year before they evaluate them as to whether t hey 
are working to their  capab i l it ies and capacity and 
whether that space is  worthy of allocati ng to that 
part icular worker. 

The Leader of the Opposit ion,  Mr. S peaker, made 
some reference to the fact of our  i n ner city core 
area, the development area, and i t  was announced 
recent ly  t h at the W i n n i peg Core Area I n it i at ives 
Program has been agreed upon between the three 
levels of g overnment,  where both the publ ic  and the 
private investment wil l be sought to  g o  into the core 
area of W i n n i p e g  a n d  h e l p  redeve l o p  i t .  As  a 
member of the Legislature from the City of Winn ipeg 
and particularly from the inner city, I welcome th is ,  
but I a lso th ink  that my suburban members welcome 
any moneys that are i nvested i nto the core area 
because many of us who g rew up in the i n ner c ity 
eventual ly move and l ive i n  the suburbs, and those 
that do l ive in the suburbs are often related and have 
fami ly  t hat are st i l l  in the  so-cal led i nner city of 
Winn ipeg,  whether i t  be the core area or the areas 
that are on the fr inge of the core area. I welcome 
any improvement that we can make in the City of 
Winn ipeg in that part icular area. 

Day care was mentioned, and I th ink  that under 
the M i nister of Community Services that we have one 
of the  m ost progressive day care programs that 
Man itoba has ever had. I n  fact, I am told that N orma 
M cCormick,  who ran on  the L iberal t icket i n  the last 
elect ion ,  who operates the Health Science Centre 
day care program, is applaud ing the program that 
our  M i nister is introducing and spearheading .  That, 
Mr. S peaker, is  u nusual when you get a former 
L iberal candidate and a person who has worked 
most of their l ife i n  the day care field who isn ' t  
p a rt i c u l ar l y  with u s  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  c o m i n g  out a n d  
applaud ing such a program. 

T h e n  we h ave t h e  n ew c h i l d  re lated  i nc o m e  
support programs, we've g o t  our  shelter a l lowance 
programs' a n d  I h ave ,  i n  my  const i t uency ,  M r . 
Speaker, some five senior c it izens homes and I do  
run across from t ime to t ime widows that are  under  
65 and who don' t  qualify for  the o ld age pension ,  but 
their  husbands were over 65 and they were l iv ing on 
h is  pension and when he passes away, t hey don' t  
qual ify for  a pension because t hey haven' t  reached 
65. So th rough the in i t iat ive shown by the M i n ister of 
Community Services, I can see now that some of 
these widows that were in th is part icular p l ight ,  are 
now going to be assisted and I applaud that .  

A lso  i n  the f i e ld  of housin g ,  and again i t  was 
mentioned by the Leader of the Opposition ,  housing,  
and the M i nister of H ighways ment ioned the g reat 
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story about  h o u s i n g  i n  The  Pas.  i app laud  o u r  
M i nister o f  Housing ,  w h o  is now coming o u t  with a 
program to help low income fami l ies, whose rents 
are in excess of 25 percent of their total i ntake in 
gross earnings,  and with a subsidy program that's 
going to help these fami l ies and l<eep them i n  decent 
housing and so on .  

Health care wasn 't  referred to too often by the 
Leader of the Opposit ion ,  Mr .  Speaker, but dur ing  
the past three years under the stewardship of our  
M i nister of Health I th ink  that the medical p rofession 
i n  Manitoba and the government are much closer 
than they've ever been for the l ast ten or  twelve 
years, and that we are n ow start i ng  to see our  
g raduates from the medical school want ing to  stay i n  
Manitoba, a n d  part icularly being encouraged to g o  to 
rural Manitoba where our medica!  d octors are very 
badly needed. 

The Health Science Centre has seen a g reat deal  
ol regenerat i o n ,  and  th is i s  our major teach i n g  
hospital here i n  t h e  Province of M anitoba a n d  i t 's  
one that government should support and hopeful ly 
wi l l  support at a l l  t imes of being a major health 
i nstitut ion.  

Also, although it  was ment ioned by the Leader of 
the Opposit ion ,  research ,  medical research moneys; 
I ' m  p leased to see medical research gain a spot i n  
t h e  Throne Speech a n d  to see that w e  i n  M an itoba 
are wi l l i n g ,  as a government ,  to  d evelop  medical 
research and to spend taxpayer dol lars i n  the f ield of 
medical research ,  because i n  recent years we've 
seen the federal government constantly withdrawing 
f rom the fund ing  of medical research. We've also 
seen our wealthier provinces and the states to  the 
south of us  attract ing our good medical researchers 
away with their h igh  salary offers, etc . ,  and hopeful ly 
i n  Manitoba from here on i n  we' l l  be able to keep as 
many of these h igh ly trained researchers as possible. 

We also have lately i n  Manitoba, Mr. Speaker, the 
care for the elderly.  l t  was mentioned i n  the Throne 
Speech that there are some 700 beds that are under 
construction r ight now and hopeful ly many or them 
wil l be on stream dur ing the year 1 9 8 1  for our senior 
citizens and our elderly. Two major priorit ies for the 
future in the area of our elderly people is  our publ ic  
and p revent ive health programs and our  geriatr ic 
medicine,  and geriatr ic medicine is  fairly c lose to me 
with my wife being a N u rsing D irector of a nu rsing 
home here i n  the c ity and as the Member for Fort 
Rouge says, I ' m  not that old, but in the f ield of 
geriatr ic nu rs ing in Man i toba today we h ave ten 
percent of our populat ion that are over 65. In 20 
years t ime i t 's  going to be 15 percent, and i n  40 
years time it's going to be u p  to 20 percent of our  
population who are going to be of that age category.  
Another change in the  years to  come,  w i th  our 
e lder ly people ,  our e lderly people are far better 
educated each and every year and their  demands on 
g ove r n m e n t  for  serv ices and o n  the p ro g ram 
planners a t  the various geriatric centres i s  go ing  to  
be far greater than  it's ever been i n  the past 

I wou l d  l i k e  to say a few words  o n  f i t ness ,  
recreation and  sport, Mr .  Speaker, and  mentioning 
how, under the leadersh ip  of our  M i nister of Sport -
I applaud the Premier, a year or two ago, for putt ing 
Recreation and Sport together u nder one M i nister 
because I th in!<  that 's  where i t  should be and it 
should have been there all along - but in Manitoba 
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in t h e  l as t  f o u r  years we h ave g o n e  from 49 
organized sports g roups to 63, and many persons 
are spend ing  much much more of their time with 
le isure hours and participat ing  in areas of recreat ion .  

I n  Manitoba we've a lso g iven the Man itoba Sports 
Federation a g reater role to  p lay in sport, we fund 
them and l et them deal  w i th  the  var ious sports 
bodies i n  hand ing out the g rants that are g iven to 
the var ious sports g roups as t hey need moneys to 
cont inue the i r  programming .  

I n  lo t ter ies  a lone ,  Mr .  Speaker ,  l ast  year  the 
provincial government g ave the Winn ipeg arena 4 .5 
mi l l ion  of which half came from lotteries and half out 
of the government budget. Last year we gave the 
Y M CAs and the Y M HA i n  Winnipeg 285,000 to help 
pay for some of their  capita l  fac i l it ies that they were 
expanding .  I applaud th is  government every time that 
t hey h e l p  i n  t he  areas or sport and  recreati o n ,  
because I t h i n k  i t ' s  an i mportant area o f  l ife. I hear a 
m e m ber  o p p os i te  s ay i n g ,  w h y  d o n 't you  say 
someth ing about the f ield  house? I ' l l  leave that to  
another day, Mr .  Speaker, and I ' l l  d iscuss that at  
g reater length  at that t ime,  because the few minutes 
that are left for me n ow,  I will pass on  that.  

I was a l it t le d i sappointed t h at my fr iend ,  the 
Member for Virden, d idn ' t  ment ion horse racing in  
h is  speech because I was ta lk ing to  the persons, the 
senior persons, f rom the track the other d ay ,  and 
they tel l  me th is  has been the g reatest year they've 
ever had at the track in horse rac ing and that the 
g overnment left some m oney behind  in the purses so 
that the owners are left with a few dol lars. Earlier 
this year I had the privi lege of bein g  a visitor at the 
t rack rather early, l i ke 6:00 a .m. ,  to  meet with a 
bunch of the owners and so on .  I was surpr ised and 
astounded to f ind that there are over 600 persons 
working at the t rack every d ay of the week,  and that 
i t 's  a very large employer. 

Wel l ,  M r. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition 
g ave u s  a rous ing speech that put m ost of  t he  
members on  th is  s ide  to  sleep th is  afternoon. He was 
fol lowed by an excel lent speech by the M i nister of 
H ighways, l i kely one of the best t hat we wi l l  hear a l l  
year ,  i n  my op in ion ,  and  I t h i n k  that  what h as 
happened is that the d ifference between the Leader 
of the Opposit ion and the Premier of th is  province 
boils down to one word, and it's cal led leadership .  
We wi l l  be going into the next elect ion with that 
person versus th is  person ,  and I don ' t  th ink  that 
t here  i s  a n y  c o m p a r i s o n  w h atsoever .  There  i s  
leadershi p  there. People know that t h e  Premier of 
the province is  a far better leader of his party; he 
d oesn' t  have them in constant strife as t hey are 
opposite us. 

Mr. Speaker, i n  closing ,  one n ote that !he Leader 
of  the Oppos i t ion d i d  touch on was t h at in 2 1  
months  t i m e  o r  less,  w e  w i l l  b e  i n t o  a general  
e lect i o n .  T h at was one o f  the m ost  c or rect  
statements he's l i kely ever made i n  h is  l ife - he's  
l ikely count ing every hour  that he w i l l  remain  as 
Leader of the Opposit ion before t hey replace h im,  
perhaps with the Member for Transcona, who I ' m  
told wants i t  very badly. B u t  there is  n o  comparison ,  
the people i n  the Province of Man itoba know there is  
no  comparison between the Leader of the Opposit ion 
and the Premier when i t  comes down to that one 
word and that is ,  leadersh ip .  

Mr .  Speaker, I thank you k ind ly. 
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MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  M e m be r  for  
l nkster. 

MR. G REEN: M r .  S peake r ,  if t h e  h o n o u ra b l e  
mem ber i n te n d s  t o  spea k ,  I wanted t o  ad journ  
debate. 

MR. SPEAKER:  The H o n o u ra b l e  M i n is te r  of 
Consumer Affairs. 

HON. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris ): Yes, I 
wonder if I may cal l it 5:30, M r .  S peaker. 

MR. GREEN: Mr.  Speaker,  i f  there is  a member i n  
t h e  H ouse who's going to speak tonight ,  that's f ine; 
otherwise it wou ld  be better if I adjourned t h e  
debate. 

MR. JORGENSON: That ' s  why I cal led i t  5 :30 ,  I 
d idn ' t  adjourn debate, I cal led it 5:30. 

MR. GREEN: In other words, Mr. S peaker, what the 
member is  tell i ng  us is  that there is  some member 
going to speak at 8:00 o 'clock tonight ,  o n  that basis, 
I ' l l  . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: The hour i s  5:30 - before we d o  
that though ,  I th ink that I have to recogn ize the 
Honourable M i nister of Consumer and Corporate 
Affairs as adjourn ing debate. Order please. 

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, I did not adjourn 
the debate, I called i t  5:30. That s imply means · th at 
I ' m  going to resume my speech at 8:00 o'c lock when 
the H ouse reconvenes. 

MR. SPEAKER: The hour being 5:30, I am leavin g  
t h e  Chair to return a t  8:00 o 'clock. 
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