
lEGISlATIVE ASSEMBlY OF MANITOBA 

Friday, 12 December, 1980 

Time - 10:00 a.m. 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER, Hon. Harry E. Graham (!Birtle­
Russeli): Before we proceed with Orders of the Day 
I s h o u l d  l i k e  t o ,  at t h i s  t i m e ,  i n t r o d uc e  two 
d ist ingu ished guests i n  the  loge to  m y  r ight ,  the 
H onourable John Munro ,  M in ister of Northern Affairs 
and N o rthern Deve lopment ;  and the H onourab le  
Richard Nerysoo, M in ister of Renewable Resou rces 
and M i nister of Energy for the Northwest Territories. 
On behalf of a l l  members, we welcome you here 
today. 

A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  d e p a rt i n g  from t rad i t i o n  
somewhat, I would l i k e  to  i ntroduce to t he  H ouse, 
t h e  new Ass is tant  C l e r k  to t h e  C le rk of  o u r  
Legislature, M r. Gordon M ackintosh. 

Presenting Petit ions . . . Reading  and Receiving 
Pet it ions . . . P resenting Reports by Stand ing and 
S pecial Com mittees . . . M in isterial Statements and 
Tab l ing  of Reports  . . . Not ices of M otion ... 
I ntroduction of B i l ls .  

Before i cal l  for Oral  Questions,  I should l ike to  
tab le  f o r  M e m bers  o f  the Assem b l y  certa in  
correspondence that I h ave received ,  and some that I 
have d irected on your behalf s ince the House last 
met. I th ink i t  i s  of suff icient concern that I should 
table i t  for a l l  members. We wi l l  now proceed with 
Oral Questions. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n o u ra b l e  Leader of  t h e  
Opposition.  

MR. HAROLD PAWlEY (Selkirk): M r. S peaker,  my 
quest ion to the First M in ister, yesterday's S peech 
from the Throne makes reference to  a number of 
feas ib il ity studies, either being in p rocess or  having 
been completed. My q uestion to the First M in ister is 
whether  or not a feas i b i l ity  s tudy perta in i n g  t o  
hydrogen production h a s  i ndeed been completed ?  

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H onourable Min ister of Energy. 

HON. DONALD W. CRAIK (Riel): M r. Speaker ,  
perhaps I can address t h at q uestion. There h ave 
been a number  of hydrogen-production studies done 
over the years but there has not been one done in 
reference to the appl ication mentioned i n  too Throne 
Speech .  

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: If I may interrupt the Honourable 
Member,  I wou ld  l ike to introduce the Honourable 
Jerry S m i t h ,  M i n i ster of N orthern Affairs for t he 
Province of Saskatchewan. 

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. S peaker ,  then an add i t i onal  
supplementary to  the First Minister. On March 1 of  
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t h i s  year, a study was tab led pertain i n g  to the  
Western Power Gr id ,  can  the F irst M in ister advise 
whether or  not any addit ional  stu dies h ave been 
completed pertain ing  to  the Western Power Gr id  
s ince M arch 1 of th is  year? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable First M i nister. 

HON. STERLING R. LYON (Charleswood): Mr. 
S peaker,  i t  i s  my understanding which the M in ister of 
Energy can confirm ,  that f inal feasib i l ity studies on 
m atters relat ing to the Western Power Grid either are 
in the course of completion or  have been completed 
and will be d iscussed shortly by the M i nisters of the 
t hree p rovinces affected. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H onourab le  Leader of t h e  
Opposition .  

MR. PAWLIEY: M r. S peaker, then further by way of  
supplementary, can the F irst M in ister advise when 
those additional feas ib i l ity studies pertain ing  to  the 
Western Power Gr id ,  when they wil l  be tabled i n  the 
Legislature? 

MR. lYON: M r .  Speaker ,  I would i ma g i n e  that  
wou ld  occur  on ly after the participating governments 
had had an opportun i ty to  study them, and some 
decision had been made by t hose g overnments with 
respect t o  the report, which  i s  a joint venture by al l  
three governments. 

MR. PAWliEV: Mr. Speaker, i n  connection with the 
potash d evelopment proposed at St. Lazarre, I ask 
the First M i nister whether or  n ot an agreement has 
been completed and executed between I MC and the 
Province of M an itoba? 

MR. lYON: The or ig inal  letter of i ntent t hat was 
d iscussed l ast year, o r  I should say earl ier this year, 
at our p receeding  session, is the only agreement at 
the present t i me. There should be, I th ink ,  some 
i n terest ing  announcements fair ly short ly ,  I 'm sure, 
that will p lease the Honourable, the Leader of the 
Opposit ion as much as i t  will p lease the government 
and a l l  of the people of Manitoba, however. 

MR. PAWlEY: Mr. Speaker, i appreciate the First 
M i nister's hypersensitivity to  the fact there has been 
no further agreement executed, and all we witness i s  
a further continuat ion of a letter of intent that w e  
were t o l d  about last session. C a n  the First Min ister 
then advise whether or  not we are i ndeed going to 
h ave tabled the letter of i ntent that was announced 
in the past session in th is  Chamber? 

MR. lYON: M r. Speaker ,  I expect t h at that and 
other d o c ume n t a t i o n  and other  excelle n t  
announcements w i ll be  forthcoming t o  t he poi nt 
where even my honourable friend will be forced to 
smile and to  acknowledg e  t hat this i s  g oo d  for 
Manitoba. 

MR. PAWLEY: Can t h e  F irst  M i n i s t e r  adv ise  
whether o r  not an agreement has  been s igned with 
the Aluminum Company of Canada? 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First M i nister. 

MR. LYON: M r. Speaker, t here will be statements 
w i th  respect  to t h at in d u e  c o u rse a n d  if my 
honourable friend wi l l  refresh h is  memory, look at the 
Throne S peech of yesterday,  he w i l l  see that we 
expect that there will be developments taking p lace 
dur ing  the course of t h i s  sess ion  which w i l l  be 
equally good for the people of M anitoba, and even 
my honourable frien d ,  M r. Speaker, wi l l  acknowledge 
that what resu lts from that w i l l  be good for the 
people of  Manitoba. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. I wish to apologize to 
the H onourab le  M i n i ster from Saskatchewan. H i s  
name is M r. Hammersmith. I bel ieve i i ntroduced h i m  
a s  Mr .  Smith .  I apologize to you, sir .  

The H onourable Leader of the Opposit ion.  

MR. PAWlEY: M r. Speaker, I d idn't  as!' the First 
M i n i ster  whether  or not t h e re wou ld  be fur ther  
statements uttered by h im ,  I ' m  sure there wi l l  be,  I 
asked the First M in ister whether or not t here had 
been any agreement signed between the P rovince of 
Manitoba and the Aluminum Company of Canada? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable First M inister. 

MR. lYON: Mr. S peaker, as and when there are 
further developments of that sort we will be p leased 
to advise the H ouse and the people of M an itoba. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease. I real ize t h at i t ' s  
somewhat d ifficult  b u t  perhaps a t  t h e  beginn ing o f  
the session I s h o u l d  a s k  the co-operat ion of a l l  
members. T h e  H onourable Leader o f  t h e  Opposit ion 
has had seven questions  now; I ' ve noticed some 
members who are wishing to  ask questions. 

I d o  realize the Leader of the Opposit ion has a 
very special p lace i n  the H ouse but I wou ld  hope that 
everyth ing works to the co-operation of a l l  members. 

The H onourable Leader of the Opposit ion. 

MR. PAWlEY: M r. Speaker, without wishing to  cast 
any d isrespect in your office, let me assure you I 
have some further q uest ions which I i ntend to pose 
to the First M i nister this morning.  

Can the First M i nister advise whether or  not any 
agreements h ave been executed with Trans-Canada 
P ipe l i nes perta in ing  to the  announcements made 
yesterday in  the Throne Speech? 

MR. lYON: M r. Speaker ,  t h e r e  h ave been n o  
agreements. I doubt i f  there would b e  t h e  need for 
any agreements with respect to the d iscussions that 
have been going on with Trans-Canada Pipel ines for 
t h e  extens i o n  of  serv ices in t h e  p rov ince  of 
Manitoba. We wil l be,  of course, support ing that 
company in any appl icat ions that it makes to the 
federal authority for such extensions. 

MR. PAWLEY: M r. Speaker, in the Churchi l l  Forest 
I ndustry Enqu i ry Commission Report we received 
i nformation that financial relat ionships would be kept 
confidential and that assurances had been g iven to 
that effect. Can the Fist M i n ister assure the Chamber 
that there has been no such assurances as had been 
g iven d u r i n g  t h e  C h u rc h i l l  Forest  I nd u st ry  
negot iat ions that  f inanc ia l  re lat ionsh ips  wou ld  be 

kept confidential pertain ing to  any of the companies 
that references are made to i n  the Throne S peech? 

MR. lYON: Mr. S peaker, I fin d  i t  d i ff icult to p lumb 
the k ind of cynicism that I see issuing forth f rom the 
Leader of the Opposition. I can merely i ndicate to  
him, M r. Speaker, that as and when any agreements 
to which the government of M anitoba or its agencies 
are party, that after  they have been s igned and 
sealed and delivered i n  the usual  legal  way, they wi l l  
be made avai lable to  the House. And,  M r. S peaker, 
that's the only ful l  assurance I can g ive, which is  an 
assurance that I would expect would be carr ied out 
as soon as i t  i s  possib le to  d o  so i n  the publ ic 
interest. 

MlR. SPEAKER: T h e  H on o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
l nkster. 

MR. SIONEY GREEN: M r. S peaker, I would l i ke to  
d irect a question to  the H onourable the Attorney­
Genera l. One of t h e  record statist ics wh ich  m y  
learned fr iends m odestly left out  of  the  Throne 
S peech was the fact that there is  a record number of  
foreclosures in  the  prov ince of M an itoba and i t  
continues. I wonder whether i t  h a s  been made known 
to the Kent Commission that by virtue of compulsory 
legal advertising and by vi rtue of the fact that there's 
only one newspaper, and by virtue of the fact that 
that newspaper never had it before, that there wi l l  be 
windfal l  profits to  The Winn ipeg Free P ress as a 
result of t hese foreclosures of over 1 00,000 a year, 
and that the rates of advertis ing will l i kely g o  up by 
virtue of t here being on ly one newspaper and that 
these profits wi l l  even increase from that point. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable Attorney-General. 

HON. GERAlD W. J. MERCIER {Osbome): M r. 
Speaker, I don't  bel ieve the government has made 
any representations to  the Kent Com m ission. 

MR. GREEN: M r. S peaker, i n  view of the fact that 
t hese costs are compulsory and are legal ,  that they 
are requ i red,  and g iven the fact that if t hey were 
written in Engl ish i nstead of being written in legalese, 
that the cost coul d  be reduced to approximately one­
fifth of what is  being now pai d ,  thereby saving the 
people who happen to  be foreclosed against or  the 
public  i n  any event, some 80,000 a year,  would  the 
M i nister consider making the ad, that is  requ ired to  
be purchased for  foreclosure advertisement, more 
s imple than it p resently is? 

MR. MERCIER: Yes, M r. S peaker. 

MR. GREEN: M r. S peaker, having obtained that 
accommodation by the M i nister,  which I respect, 
would t h e  M i n ister  cons ider  an ad t h at I have 
prepared which is one-fifth i n  s ize and much more 
easy to understand than the ads that are presently 
being pub lished which g ive an unnecessary � and 
I'm sure that The Winn ipeg Free Press would nol 
want the wasted expend i ture ol mone,ys when i t  
cou ld  be done so much more simpler and  cheaper 
- w o u l d  the M inis ter  c o n s i d e r  as o n e  of  t h e  
proposals a n  a d  which I g ive to h im a n d  which he 
can look at? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort 
Rouge. 
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MRS. JUNE WESTBUIRY: Thank you, M r. S peaker. 
My question is  addressed to  the H onourable M i nister 
of Urban Affairs. I n  view of the statement in the 
Throne S peech yesterday to the effect "that the  
government w i l l  be entering i n to  agreements relat ive 
to the  W i n n i peg Core A rea I n i t iat ive, wou ld  the  
M i nister p lease te l l  the H ouse h ow much  money the  
provincial government is  prepared to commit to that 
in i tiative? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General. 

MR. MIERCIER: M r .  Speaker,  the government  i s  
prepared to  commit  along t h e  l i nes o f  t h e  proposed 
agreement 32.4 mi l l ion .  I add one caut ion, we are 
cont inu ing those negotiat ions and d iscussions with 
the city and the federal government and both the city 
commitment and the the p rovincia l  government's 
commitment is subject to the s igning of the f inal 
agreements. But I want to say, Mr. S peaker, I'm 
o pt i m i st i c  t h at w e  can ove r c o m e  s o m e  of  t h e  
cur ta i l m e n t  of  federa l  gove r n m e n t  s p en d i n g  
programs i n  the province o f  Manitoba and t h e  City of 
W i n n i peg in the Communi ty  Services Program,  I 
hope through th is agreement.  

MRS. WESTBUIRY: M r. S peaker, wi l l  the m i nister be 
urging,  encouraging  or  requ i r ing the City of Winn ipeg 
to prepare a development plan, o r  other !and use 
p lan ,  p rovidi n g  i ncent ives and g u i d ance  to t h e  
p r ivate sector  t o  p a rt i c i pate  i n  t h e  core  area 
in i tiative? 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. S peaker, I bel ieve the City of 
W i n n i peg are at the pos i t ion where counc i l ,  t h e  
e lected mem bers of  coun c i l ,  w i l l  very short ly  be 
considering the G reater Winn ipeg development p lan 
i n  the review that has been under way for some 
n u m ber of years i n  that  p lan.  I certain ly loo k  i n  the 
core area i n it iat ive a very i mportant component of 
that program, provid ing  i n centives to the  pr ivate 
sector  to  construct and participate in the core area 
i n it iat ive,  and I th ink that is  someth ing that has been 
agreed upon by the federal government and the city 
counci l  and by ourselves. 

MRS. WESTBURY: M r .  S peaker, I wonder i f  the 
m inister is  considering forming an i nter-governmental 
committee between the city and the province with 
representat ion perhaps on the p rovince's part from 
inner city M LAs to enable them to properly represent 
t heir constituents in the development of the pfan. 

MR. MERCIER: M r .  S peaker, we h ave an I nter­
Governmental Committee i n  that the federal m inister, 
the mayor and myself have been meet ing for some 
time on a regular basis and, i n  fact, have a further 
meet ing  schedu led this afternoon in the Mayor's 
office to d iscuss the progress of the work that has 
undergone so far. We have i nvited submissions from 
the publ ic  and we wil l  be considering, in the next 
month or  so and today, further avenues of publ ic 
part ic ipat ion i n  the  development  of the  f ive-year 
program. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M ember for Fort 
Rouge with a further supplementary. 

MRS. WIESTBURV: Yes, M r .  S peaker. I, of course, 
was aware of the committee to which the min ister 

referred, however, I was wondering i f  there would be 
a sma l le r  m ore g rassroots type c o m m i ttee w i th  
representat i o n  f r o m  th is  H ou s e  i nvo lve d  a n d  
inc luding i nner city M LAs. 

MR. I\IIERCIEIR: Mr .  S peaker, i f  the Member for Fort 
Rouge i s  having d ifficulty obtain ing access to  the 
federal m inister I would welcome her suggest ions i n  
my office. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n ou ra b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
Rossmere. 

MR. VIC SCHROIEDER: Thank you, Mr. S peaker. I 
have a question for the First M i nister with respect to  
the T h r o n e  S peec h .  W h y  in  a Throne S peech 
c o n t a in i n g  everyt h i n g  from pro b a b i l i t i e s  t o  
possib i l i t ies and hopes and g l immers, why was t here 
n o  reference made to the recent oil find in western 
Manitoba by the Saskatchewan government? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable First M i nister. 

MR. l Y0!\1: Mr. S peaker, I d are say, after l istening  
to  the opening quest ions th is  morning,  i f  there h ad 
been any mention they would want to know whether 
agreements had been signed or whether i t  was true 
or  anything of that nature. But my honourable fr iends 
h ave yet to  learn t o  take the unvarnished truth as i t  
i s  and i n  due course, i f  we have anyth ing to  report, 
I 'm sure that the M i nister of Resources, the M i nister 
of M i nes and Energy, wil l be happy to  g ive a ful l  
report on n o t  only that part icular wel l  that we've 
h e ar d  a b i t  a b o u t  i n  t h e  p a p e r  b u t  another  
development that i s  tak ing p lace i n  M anitoba at the 
p resent t ime giving u s  one of the h ighest levels of 
m ineral and oil explorat ion that we've ever had i n  our  
h istory. 

MR. SCHROEDER: T h a n k  you ,  M r .  Speaker .  A 
further question to the First M i nister, further to h is  
answer to  my f irst question and t o  h is  answer to my 
Leader's last q uest ion, i n  view of the fact that he's 
i n dicat ing that we are now going to receive t hese 
c o n t racts a n d  we d o n 't h ave to worry l i ke t h e  
opposit ion h a d  reason to worry i n  t h e  1 960s about 
CFI, can he  now h ave the M i nister of Energy table 
the Letter of I ntent that was signed last year between 
the government and I M C, a document that we've 
been trying to get for a year? I 'm sure he wi l l  release 
that this morning.  

MR. lYON: M r .  S peaker, to  reiterate what I said 
earl ier, in due course any documentation that relates 
to m atters ,  t h e  n e g o t i at i o n s  on w h i c h  h ave 
completed, wi l l  be fi led i n  the H ouse i n  the usual 
way. 

MR. SCHROEDIER: Thank you, M r. S peaker. With 
respect to the o i l  f ind i n  western Man itoba, could the 
First M i nister i ndicate whether we are going to have 
an equity posit ion or wi l l  it only be the people of 
Saskatchewan w h o  w i l l  benef i t  f r o m  t h e  o i l  i n  
western Manitoba? 

MR. SPEAKER: The H onourable M i nister of Energy. 

MR. CRAIK: M r. S peaker,  perhaps the mem ber 
should address h is  question to somebody from the 
Saskatchewan Legislature to  see i f  he can buy i nto 
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their interests. ( Interject ion)- M r. Speaker, for the 
member's i nformat ion,  the M i nister of Agriculture is  
trying to g ive h im f rom h is  posit ion that he could 
h ave asl<ed the quest ion in 1952. There wasn ' t  
anyth ing terr ib ly unusual about the f i nd  that he refers 
to  except I thi n k  there was a by-electi o n  on i n  
Estevan at the l irne his announcement was· made. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon o u r a b l e  M e m be r  f o r  
Churchi l l .  

MR. JAY COWAN: Thank you,  M r. Speaker. My 
question is  to the Attorney-General and i n  l i ght  of  
announcements being received recently by LGDs and 
mun ic ipalit ies that notice has  been g iven that t hey 
are g o i n g  to suffer  i nc reased costs for R C M P  
services, can the M i nister i nform the H ouse a s  t o  the 
stat u s  of the ongoin g  negot iat ions between t h e  
provincial government and t h e  federal g overn ment 
which are being conducted i n  order to  determine the 
cost-sharing procedures for the provision of RCMP 
services to Manitoba communties? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General. 

MR. MEFICIER: Mr. Speaker, I thank the member 
for  a s k i n g  t h at q uest i o n .  Officia l s  f r o m  m y  
department  a n d  t h e  s even o t h e r  cont racti n g  
provinces for RCM P services met with officials o f  the 
Solicitor General a week or so ago to o btain some 
fu r ther  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  respe ct t o  the c o st i n g  
formula proposed b y  the Solicitor General. 

As a resul t  of those meetings I bel ieve t here is  sti l l  
further information t hat h as been requested from t h e  
Sol i c i t o r  G e n er a l .  T h e  m i n i st e r s  o f  t h e  e igh t  
contracting provinces hope to review that i nformat ion 
as soon as i t ' s  received and w i l l  be m eet i n g  
somet ime early i n  the new year with the Sol icitor 
G enera l ,  to r eview h is proposa l  whic h  i s, Mr. 
Speaker,  if i t  i s  followed through with and is not 
softened by the Sol icitor General , is going to impose 
an intolerable burden on mun icipal it ies who enter 
into municipal contracts as wel l  as the province of 
M anitoba in our costs of the RCM P contract. 

IIIIIR. COWAN: Yes, a supplementary to  the M i nister, 
M r. S peaker. Wel l ,  as the n ot ices have already been 
received by some LGDs and munic ipal ities and as 
t h ey are c reat i n g  s e r i o u s  c o n c e r n ,  I ' d  ask t h e  
Min ister i f  the  province i s  prepared to  take any 
action to ameliorate some of the effects ,  some of the 
severe hardships that are going to be created by this 
i ncreased cost , if the province fai ls  to  negotiate a 
better agreement with the federal government 

MR. IIIIIERCIEIR: M r. Speaker, we are i n  the process, 
as a result of the meetings we've had last week with 
the Sol icitor General 's  department, of writ ing to al l  
the m uni c i p a l i t ies  who c o n t ract or e n t e r  i n t o  
municipal contracts with t h e  R C M P  for services, to  
g ive t hem t h e  most up-to-date i nformat i o n .  M r . 
Speaker, I ' m  hopeful that as a result of the meet ings 
that we had with the Sol icitor General in the early 
part of the new year, that they wi l l  soften their stand. 
Certain ly the offer that they have made is  just not 
acceptable to me a n d  to the G overnm e n t  of 
Manitoba. 

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I can assure 
the M i nister that that offer is  not acceptable to the 
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m u n ic ipa l i t i es and t h e  LGDs e i ther .  I ' d  ask t h e  
M i n is ter  i f  h e  has  i n d i c ated  to the federa l  
government that i n  the event of a fai l u re to negotiate 
a reaso n a b l e  c o n t r act  t h at the prov ince  w i l l  
u ndertake ways and means o f  examin ing d i fferent 
pote n t i a l i t i e s  f o r  p rovi d i n g  p o l i c i n g  serv ices t o  
com m u n i t ies ,  so  that we a r e  n o t  locked i n t o  a 
contract which wi l l  be unacceptable, as the M i nister 
says , t o  t h e  prov ince  as a whol e  and to t h e  
mun ic ipa l i t ies a n d  L G D s  wh ich a r e  goi n g  t o  be  
affected by that contract? 

MR. i\IIERCIER: M r .  S peaker ,  I h ave i n  n o  way 
indicated that we woul d ,  i n  M anitoba, use any other 
pol ice force other than the RCMP. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Hon o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  f o r  
lnkster. 

MR. GREEN: M r. Speaker,  I r ise on a point  of 
privi lege because I 've just had an opportun i ty to look 
at the correspondence which earl ier you indicated 
you sent  on beha l f  of the members. N ow ,  M r. 
S peaker, I want to mal'e it clear that I accept the 
fact that anyth ing that you do  is  done on behalf of 
the members but I would not want any s i lence or  
acquiescence o n  my pa:rt, yeu having  made that 
statement, to let it be somehow interpreted that I ,  
and I can only speak for myself, but s ince th is ru l ing 
was not made i n  the House, I wish the Speaker to be 
made aware that I do not accept the fact that the 
G overnment of Canada, Parl iament of Canada, can 
set rules as to who shal l  sit in a provincial legislature, 
and I merely wish to  make . . . 

MR. SPEAKER: Order. Order p lease. I wonder if the 
honourable member could leave the matter at least 
u ntil we have completed the question per iod.  Would  
that be agreeable? 

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker ,  I bel i eve that  I am 
supposed to r ise on a matter of privilege at  the first 
opportu nity and it's becat�se you used those words ,  
t hat i t  was sent on the members' behalf, that I r ise  to 
tel l you that I don't  wish my s i lence to  indicate that I 
bel ieve that the federal government has any r ight to 
pass l aws as t o  who s h a l l  s i t  in a p rov i n c i a l  
leg is lature.  T h a t  app l ies t o  a n y  member  of th is 
House, M r .  Speaker. 

i\IIR. SPEAKER: T h e  H on o u r a b l e  M e m b e r  for  
Elmwood. 

MR. RUSSEI..!.. DOEIR!N (IEimwood): M r. S peaker, 
I ' d  l i k e  t o  d i rect a quest ion  t o  the M i n i ster  of  
N orthern Affa irs  and ask h im Whether h e  cou ld  
indicate the extent of  provincial funding for  the Four 
Nations Confederacy, formerly the M I B. 

MR. SPEAKER: The H on ou r a b l e  M i n i s ter  of  
N orthern Affairs. 

HON. DOUG GOURlAV (Swan River): Mr. Speaker, 
I d o n ' t  h ave any f u n d i n g  c o m i n g  thr o u g h  t h e  
Department o f  Northern Affairs for t h e  M I B. 

i\IIR. DOERN: M r. S peaker ,  I ' d  ask the  M i n ister 
whether th is was the case previously i n  the last few 
years and I ' m  part icu lar ly requesting whether the 
M i nister has any i nformat ion concerning the m isuse 



Friday, 12 December, 1980 

and misappropriation of funds by the MIB, which was 
dealt with at some length on the national television 
program last weekend, on W5. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of  
Community Services. 

HON. GEORGE MINAKER (St. James): Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to volunteer to the House to 
reply to the question. The numbers of dollars that 
are paid to the Four Nations Confederacy are 
through my department and they amount to 
1 30 ,800.00. 

I have been in conversation with the reporter that 
was doing the program and indicated to him if there 
was any indication whatsoever of any misuse of 
public funds that I would like to know about them 
and we would sit down with the Provincial Auditor to 
review them and, if there was any misuse of funds, 
that we would refer it to the Attorney-General. The 
report in question has not come back to me. 

With regard to what the funds are used for. They 
are used as a general grant in the same manner that 
the former administration had given the grant out to 
the MIB and in addition to that it is used for the 
administration costs of the office, the rent of the 
office, office supply and basic administration duties. 

I might say, Mr. Speaker, that funds were not 
issued this year until we had an audited statement 
from the MIB. 

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, in view of two 
particularly serious allegations that were made, ( 1 )  
that there were unaudited advances o f  some 4,000 in 
one month to one vice-president and that a normal 
house in Winnipeg was used to receive some either 
1 7 ,000 or 30,000 and then the money was simply 
passed out for totally different purposes, or. kicked 
back. In view of the seriousness and the fact that 
there was an individual from Winnipeg who testified 
and freely admitted that he had served this purpose, 
dark purpose in my estimate, Mr. Speaker, will the 
Minister or the Attorney-General be calling for an 
inquiry concerning these serious allegations? 

MR. MINAKER: Mr. Speaker, that particular area of 
expenditure which the honourable member is 
referring to, I believe, comes under the federal grant 
system and does not constitute moneys that we 
provide to the MIB. I would suggest that if the 
honourable member is that concerned he· should 
contact his local MP to raise the· situation Wftn him 

· · -- so he in turn can make notiCes to the federal 
government. 

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, I asked the Minister 
whether . he is seriously suggesting that_' the .funds 
which come from two sources;- that the: funds that 
appear to have been misspent, or misallocated, or 
misused, or misappropriated, that those funds are 
obviously federal funds and couldn't. possft}iy be 
provincial funds. How does he know that? How does 
he know that it is only· the federal government 
moneys which are misused whereas his are properly 
spent if he hasn't made an inquiry, or is he refusing 
to do so? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of 
Government Services. 

MR. MINAKER: Mr. Speaker, if the Honourable 
Member for Elmwood has seen the audited 
statement for last year's operations of the MIB, he 
would see very clearly the way that the statement is 
presented that the amounts for covering of 
administration lists in detail what the expenditures 
cover. They are laid out in that manner for each 
particular grant for different programs and it is my 
opinion that the grants we give are under 
administration and are fully indicated within the 
audited statement that we received. We obviously 
would be concerned if provincial funds were involved 
in anything that would appear to be misuse. In our 
opinion at this time that has not occurred. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for 
Rupertsland. 

MR. HARVEY BOSTROM (Rupertsland): Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to address a question to the 
Minister responsible for the Northlands Agreement or 
his second, if he's not here. I would like to ask, when 
can we expect the negotiations to be completed 
which are under way to produce a new northern 
development agreement which is mentioned in the 
Throne Speech? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Energy. 

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, in the absence of the 
Minister of Northern Affairs, in reply to the question, 
they are under negotiation as the Member for 
Rupertsland is probably aware. The beginning date is 
the next fiscal year, '8 1-'82. We expect the 
negotiations to be completed in ample time for the 
assumption of normal programming for that year. 

1 1  

MR. BOSTROM: Yes, Mr. Speaker, t o  the same 
Minister on a topic of energy, regarding the 
discussions which have been held with the Trans­
Canada Pipelines with respect to feasibility providing 
natural gas to other areas of Manitoba than which 
are now presently served, can the Minister indicate if 
there are any specific feasibility studies under way or 
is it simply discussions that are taking place between 
officials at this point? 

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, there have been 
feasibility studies undertaken and they have been 
undertaken primarily by the companies involved and 
principally, the Trans-Canada Pipelines. Those will be 
presented ultimately, we trust, to the National Energy 
Board in an application. We have been in 
consultation with them and been part of  their 
considerations along the way and are supportive of 
their efforts. At this point in time they have done 
what we believe is a sufficient amount of feasibility 
work, that along with the incentive programs that 
appear to be emerging from the federal government, 
that there is some chance of there being some action 
taken in 198 1 .  

The program which would lead to the construction 
of what would be the major connection into northern 
Manitoba, a line aimost 500 miles long, is part of a 
program that is being examined across Canada for 
lateral extensions into now areas that are not served 
by natural gas. We're hopeful that along with the 
assistance programs that are available through the 
federal government, that we can find justification for 
this connection to northern Manitoba. 
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MR. BOSTROM: Mr. Speaker, can the Minister 
indicate if his government is in possession of these 
feasibility studies and if so, can he make these 
available to the House that we can have a better 
understanding of this issue and know more directly 
whether or not this is really a feasible project, or if it 
simply is something which the government is using in 
its hopeful way in which they seem to be presenting 
issues to the Legislature in this session? 

MR. CFIAIK: Mr. Speaker, the appropriate time for 
that would be when the company makes its 
application to the National Energy Board. At that 
time all the documentation will be available to the 
public in general. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for 
Wellington. 

MR. B!RIAN COFIRIN (Wellington): Mr. Speaker, my 
question is for the Minister of Urban Affairs. I want 
to know what action, if any, the government intends 
to take with respect to the recent decision by the 
City of Winnipeg Council allowing the rezoning and 
development of what was regarded as prime rail 
relocation land in East St. Paul for a very large 
housing development in that municipality. Is it the 
intent of the government to take any action with 
respect to that decision by the city? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General. 

MR. MIERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I believe with respect 
to that decision that that is a decision to be made by 
City Council and under the legislation cannot be 
interfered with by the provincial government. 

MR. CORRIN: Mr. Speaker, will the Minister indicate 
whether the government will entertain the passage of 
an Act, a special Act of this Legislature, invalidating 
any such rezoning and development by-law which 
has passed by the City of Winnipeg Council? Will 
they take that initiative if it proves necessary to 
protect the rail relocation plan, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I don't believe that is 
anticipated. We have decided as a government that 
as much as possible the City of Winnipeg Council 
should be master of its own fate and these are 
decisions, planning decisions, which should be made 
by City Council. We can only build respect and 
responsibility in a municipal organization like that 
and others as they are given responsibility. We have 
rejected, Mr. Speaker, the interfering big-brother 
attitude towards the City of Winnipeg that was so 
evidenced by the previous government. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for 
Wellington with a final supplementary. 

MR. CORRIN: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Since rail 
relocation is of imminent importance to all residents 
of the City of Winnipeg and since the provincial 
government indeed has seen fit to continue an Urban 
Affairs Department - albeit, Mr. Speaker, they have 
reduced it to only some three employees - I would 
ask whether the provincial government, now after 
over a year, has established a policy with respect to 
rail relocation for the city of Winnipeg. Have they 
done that, Mr. Speaker? 

MR. MERCIIER: First, Mr. Speaker, let me correct 
the inaccuracies and the premise to the question by 
the member. There is no lack of staff available to 
myself as Minister of Urban Affairs within the 
provincial government. Mr. Speaker, we, with respect 
to the Sherbrook-McGregor Overpass, supported the 
decision of the city of Winnipeg some time ago to 
make application for the construction of that 
particular project. That decision and that policy, I 
think, was in evidence at that time. As I understand 
it now, the mayor of the City of Winnipeg, they 
intended to hold a seminar for members of the 
council and the public in January of the coming year 
on the subject of the Sherbrook-McGregor Overpass, 
but the policy of the City of Winnipeg has been to 
support the construction of that particular project. 
On the basis of that decision by City Council in the 
past, we supported that project and will continue to 
do so. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for 
Brandon East. 

MR. lEOIMARD S. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I'd like to address a question to the Minister of 
Education respecting Assiniboine College. Reports 
have been circulating in the media in Brandon that 
the tenders on the Assiniboine College extension 
have come in about 2 million higher than the 
budgeted amount. Can the honourable minister 
advise the House by just how much higher the bids 
have come in over this budgeted amount? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of 
Education. 

HOlM. Ki:ITI·f A. COSENS (Gimli): Mr. Speaker, I 
will have to take the question as notice to ascertain 
the exact figures in this particular matter. 

MR. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I wonder if 
the Honourable Minister could advise us whether the 
policy will be to make more funds available to the 
college for that particulaf'expansion or whether he 
will direct the authorities in the college to reduce the 
size of the proposed expansion. 

MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, I cannot give the 
honourable member any determination on that 
matter at this time, we're looking at several different 
aspects. 

MR. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Could the 
Honourable Minister advise the House then whether 
there will be any undue or unnecessary delay in the 
construction scheduling, the date of construction, 
because of this particular relatively high bidding that 
has occurred now for the expansion of the college? 

MR. COSENS: Well, Mr. Speaker, I would certainly 
hope not. lt's our intention to proceed with the 
matter. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable l'vlember for 
Rossmere. 

MR. SCHROEDER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. A 
question tor the Minister of Economic Development. 
Could he advise the House as to what intercessions 
were made by him or his department with Monarch 
Wear in order to attempt to stop them from leaving 
Manitoba? 

12 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of 
Tourism. 

HON. J. fRANK JOHNSTON (Sturgeon Creek): Mr. 
Speaker, the department was very aware of the 
circumstances at Monarch Wear, the circumstances 
at Monarch Wear have not been something that was 
created immediately, they were circumstances that 
built up over the years and we do not have any 
program to move in lo take over a business that has 
faltered because it becomes a situation of possibly 
throwing good money after bad, but we are very 
aware of the situation at Monarch Wear. 

MR. SCHlROEDER: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I'm glad the 
minister is aware of the situation. My question, 
however, was did he contact them? What did he do 
to try to keep them in Manitoba? All of us are sad to 
see another one go. it's getting to the point where 
we should probably start sessions of the Legislature 
with a moment of silence for all the companies that 
have left between sessions. Mr. Speaker, what I 
would like to know is what the minister did in order 
to attempt to prevent another company from 
leaving? 

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, we did have 
discussions with Monarch Wear, they made a 
decision which was a corporate decision of their 
own, and you know we do not have barriers around 
the Province of Manitoba and never will we have any 
intention to, Mr. Speaker, any more than we stopped 
Canada Wire and Cable from starting a 2 million 
project to build fibre optic cable in Manitoba last 
year. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. 
Vital. 

MR. D. JAMES WAlDING: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
My question is to the Honourable Minister reporting 
for Manitoba Telephone System. The question has to 
do with the loan made a few months ago to a 
company, I believe it was called Inter Disc Camp 
Systems of some .5 million. Is the minister now in a 
position to advise the House who the beneficial 
owners of this company are? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister. 

HON. HARRY J .. ENNS (lakeside): Yes, Mr. 
Speaker, that information has always been freely 
available. I don't have it with me at my fingertips but 
I will undertake to make it available. Mr. Speaker, if 
the honourable members want the answer, as indeed 
if the Provincial Auditor wanted the answer, all he 
had to do was ask. 

MR. WAi.DING: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the 
minister has advised the Provincial Auditor as to this 
informalion. He seemed to have had some difficulty 
in ascertaining this information. 

1\iiFI. SPI:t\KI!:R: Order please. The hour for question 
period having expired. 

INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS 

MR. SPEAKER: At this time I should like to 
introduce to the honourable members 30 students of 
Grade 12 standing from Teulon Collegiate, under the 
direction of Mr. Close. This school is in the 

conslituency of the Honourable Minister of 
Education. 

We also have Grade 1 1  students from Minnetonka 
School under the direction of Mr. Palson. They're 
from the constituency of the Honourable Minister of 
Finance. 

And we have 25 students of Grade 4 standing 
from Salisbury East under the direction of Mr. 
Peckey. These come from the constituency of the 
Honourable Member for Elmwood. 

On behalf of all honourable members we welcome 
you here today. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

MR. SPEAKER: Consideration of the Speech of His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor. The Honourable 
Member for Minnedosa. 

MR. DAVID BlAKE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
firstly would like to congratulate the Premier for 
extending me the privilege of making this Address in 
Reply to the Speech from the Throne. it's an honour 
for me, Mr. Speaker, and for the people I represent 
in the Constituency of Minnedosa. 
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I would like also, Mr. Speaker, to congratulate the 
First Minister on the leadership that he has shown in 
the several conferences recently held in Ottawa and 
for the direction he has shown in directing the affairs 
of this province. Mr. Speaker, I think we have one of 
the most capable premiers in Canada today. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to congratulate you 
once again on assuming the position of Speaker of 
the House. You've consistently (::arried out your 
duties with the fairness and balance of judgment 
which the position demands and I'm sure your 
reputation will continue through this Session as being 
a first-class Speaker of this House. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, the Speech from the Throne 
should be welcomed by all the members of the 
House as a positive document, a fulfillment of the 
sound policies pursued by our government and that 
expresses justified optimism about the future of 
Manitoba in spite of real and perceived problems in 
this great country of ours. 

Over the past few months the debate over the 
Constitution has spawned controversy and continues 
to be of concern to all Canadians. Mr. Speaker, I 
strongly support the idea of bringing The British 
North America Act to Canada complete with an 
amending formula approved by the provinces, but at 
the same time, Mr. Speaker, I feel I must condemn 
the unilateral and arrogant actions taken by the 
federal government, and I must say, aided and 
abetted by the Ottawa colleagues of my friends 
opposite. Mr. Speaker. I think it's time the power 
brokers of the empire of the St. Lawrence realized 
that the outer regions of this country have legitimate 
concerns which must be faced to preserve our 
provincial authority, Mr. Speaker. We will fight to 
preserve our provincial authority, and in so doing 
make Canada and the Province of Manitoba a better 
place to live. 

In the resolution, we are expressing ow firm 
commitment to a united Canada and when presented 
to this House, Mr. Speaker, I will be one of its 
strongest supporters. But I think it has been evident 
to those of us in the meetings that have taken place 
recently in Western Canada that there is an 
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indication of unrest and disappointment that is felt 
by people in the west, and I'm sure the federal 
authorities will be taking just cognizance of that fact. 

I think another major concern has been the 
economic recession throughout the world, Mr. 
Speaker, a recession that is threatening the prudent 
policies followed by the government. In its effort to 
facilitate economic recovery, our government has 
carefully laid a groundwork to overcome the 
disastrous slide to oblivion that was laid by the 
former members in the early 1970s. Our policies, 
prudently cultivated, are bearing fruit and will 
continue to do so. 

We are faced, as we all know, with outside factors 
that we can do little about here and just only this 
morning the increase of the interest rate to 17 
percent prime, is something that we're all  extremely 
concerned with and it's something we have little 
clout in the provincial level to remedy, Mr. Speaker. 

But if we just look at the record, Mr. Speaker, 
since this government came to office, there's been 
30,000 new jobs created. These are new jobs, Mr. 
Speaker, they're not civil service jobs, they're jobs 
that have been created in the private sector that do 
not place the burden on the taxpayers; they're solid 
jobs and this government has succeeded in re­
establishing a pattern of civility and reason in 
negotiations between government and other groups 
in our society, Mr. Speaker. There was a sad and 
sorry parade of confrontations which marked the 
years of the previous administration and this is being 
replaced by harmony and negotiations with the 
teachers, the doctors and the business community 
and the dedicated men and women who make up 
Manitoba's public service. 

Our government moved quickly to correct punative 
measures brought on by the members opposite, Mr. 
Speaker, succession duties and the mineral acreage 
tax have been abolished; the income tax is reduced 
and we adopted a rational approach to resource 
taxation. The results have been most gratifying, Mr. 
Speaker, because mining activity and exploration is 
now at record levels in northern Manitoba and oil 
exploration activity is at its highest in the history of 
this province. This has been brought about, Mr. 
Speaker, by placing Manitoba back in a more 
competitive position with the other provinces and is 
due, in large measure if not totally, to the policies 
pursued by this government since we came to office 
in 1977. 

I know this certainly upsets the members opposite, 
Mr. Speaker, because they enjoyed the headlines 
that appeared on December 2, I think, Bankruptcies 
Were Up 65 Percent, I believe it was. The opposition 
loves headlines like that, Mr. Speaker, but we look 
here in the headline and it said there's a Minnedosa 
accountancy firm that is one of these statistics that 
increases the rate to 65 percent. I come from 
Minnedosa, Mr. Speaker, and we have been unable 
to find the chartered accountancy firm in Minnedosa 
that went bankrupt. If they are going bankrupt the 
country's in real trouble. But these statistics, a great 
number of them, Mr. Speaker, are lone one-person 
firms and we don't like to see anyone go bankrupt, 
but it's headlines like this that the opposition love to 
grab onto and say, look what's happening to the 
Province of Manitoba. They're doing a bit of a 
disservice, I think, because the headlines, while they 

might scream at the average person on the street, 
really don't tell the true story. 

We all know that there's financial problems in the 
country today and I would ask the Leader of the 
Opposition, how many bankruptcies there are in 
Saskatchewan and Ontario and Alberta. Manitoba is 
not the only place where bankruptcy is occurring. -
(Interjection)- We all know what high interest is 
doing and you'll be paying 22 or 23 percent for your 
loans and I don't see how very many small 
businesses can survive that for too long a period. 
But you very well know that it's not a very simple 
little measure for the Province of Manitoba to knock 
interest rates back down to 10 percent. The Leader 
of the Opposition knows that very well. There's no 
point in wailing and moaning and groaning when 
policies that will result in good things tor Manitoba 
come from this side and they'll be coming tor years 
to come, for many years to come. 

The Throne Speech will naturally increase their 
gloom considerably, Mr. Speaker, because some of 
the major projects are already underway and the 
mining sector, as the Member tor Flin Flon will 
confirm, the Granges, Trout Lake and HBM&S 
operation is now well underway and will be providing 
some more good solid jobs in that particular area. 
We're excited in western Manjtbba, Mr. Speaker, 
with the developments that are''taking place there. 
We are on the verge of major developments in the 
potash as was mentioned in the Throne Speech. That 
is exciting news for western Manitoba particularly, 
Mr. Speaker, because that development will not only 
bring a vast infusion of capital into the province, but 
it's going to create several hundred jobs. 

Now that is a significant development that has 
been brought about by this �overnment, Mr. 
Speaker, and the announcement !)f the aluminum in 
conjunction with the Alcan, the investigations of the 
viability of a halt-a-billion-dollar aluminum refinery -
that will mean more jobs for Manitobans. This is 
exciting news, Mr. Speaker, and we can't help but be 
enthused and while the final agreement may not be 
completed as yet, there's enough evidence there to 
create that enthusiasm and bring Manitoba back into 
a healthy economic position. 

The studies that have been going on with the 
Western Power Grid, Mr. Speaker, are indeed 
encouraging, and I know that the Leader of the 
Opposition is not completely out of touch with the 
Premier of Saskatchewan. I would urge him to use 
his good offices, Mr. Speaker, to help complete the 
negotiations in bringing this particular study Into 
completion. We are following a rational quality 
towards the development of our hydro�electric 
potential, Mr. Speaker, and we don't want to have a 
repeat of the hit-and-miss scatter-gun approach that 
was so fondly embraced by the members on the 
other side of the House, because we know what that 
has cost the taxpayers and the people of Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, the impact of these large projects will 
affect all aspects of our economy and I am pleased 
with the decision of my colleagues to establish an

" 

industrial benefits group which will report to the 
Cabinet Committee on Economic Development. This, 
Mr. Speaker, will ensure the development, so that 
the greatest benefits from it will accrue to our 
economy and will particularly benefit the small 
businesses of Manitoba, because our government 
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knows how important the small businesses are to our 
economy and we've acted to ensure that this sector 
progresses. 

As an example of that, Mr. Speaker, we have 
revised the corporation capital tax, that's been 
removed, to take a burden that was almost entirely 
from small business, it has almost entirely removed; 
there may be one or two still paying. Under the 
Enterprise Manitoba program, Mr. Speaker, we have 
established two new technological centres to help 
Manitoba's firms develop their full capabilities. 
There's one of those located in western Manitoba, 
just south of mY constituency and we're happy to see 
that thrust of the government develop in western 
Manitoba. 

Mr. Speaker, as a rural MLA I realize the 
importance of small businesses and of agriculture to 
the province's economy. Both of these h ave been 
affected this past year by natural disasters, the flood 
of '79 and the drought of 1 980 and we've come 
through those trials, Mr. Speaker, I think because of 
the spirit of individual optimism of our farmers and 
the businessmen in the areas affected. We've come 
through them very well and I'm proud of the manner 
in which the government has acted so efficiently and 
effectively to support the people and to minimize the 
effect of these dis,astrous occurrences and there's no 
question of the c�tinued support that the farmers in 
this province wt�-;1get, Mr. Speaker, because th is 
government realizes how important agriculture is to 
our economy. 

1 had the privilege, Mr. Speaker, of accompanying 
the Minister of Agriculture up Into the lnterlake area 
that was particularly hard hit by • drought to start 
with, and then when there was some relief with the 
low lying areas dd'lng up - they were able to put up 
some hay - bef()fe they were able to get it to high 
ground and to safety they experienced unusually 
heavy rains and lo.st Whatever forage cr0ps they had 
by way of flood. The ranchers were optimiStic that 
with the government programs that they could get in 
sufficient f� to winter their herds over and every 
effort is being made to minimize the disastrous 
situation that they faced last fall. 

Mr. Speaker, there are several other developments 
that 1 am compelled to mention which will be of 
assistance to our farm community. Firstly, there's the 
multi-million dollar rapeseed crushing facility to be 
built in Harrowby, Manitoba, which is still in. western 
Manitoba. Secondly, there's the ethanol plant in my 
home constituency of Minnedosa, the first project of 
its nature in Canada today, Mr. Speaker, and while 
there has been one or two negative thinkers on that 
particular project of using grain for the production of 
alcohol, it has to be pointed out that there's only a 
portion fakeh out of that. The starch is removed, the 
protein remains in the product, Mr. Speaker, and can 
be used in underdeveloped countries or for animal 
feed or whatever it should be used for. But the 
development of that plant, Mr. Speaker, is going . to 
fake a production of some million bushels of barley 
from western Manitoba, and that has to be good 
news for the farmers in that area. I would add, Mr. 
Speaker, the fact that that plant is being developed 
or established in my particular area is a direct result 
of the policies of this government in removing some 
of the obstacles in . . . 

Both of these projects, Mr. Speaker, are consistent 
with our governments overall aim of diversifying the 

agric:ll..iltUre sector and stimulating the processing 
industi'V in Manitoba. The production of gasohol, as 
we all know, in the United States has become a 
major industry down there. There was an 
announcement the other d ay of a new plant in 
Minnesota that will produce 1 5  million gallons of 
alcohol to be used, an ethylene product to be used 
in gasohol. Our plant will maybe produce a million 
and a half to two million gallons at the most. So 
that's just some indication of the potential of that 
market in an energy starved world, Mr. Speaker. 

But I think more important than these 
developments, it will help to ensure that the family 
farm remains a viable unit in our society, and the 
government believes strongly in preserving the family 
farm, and we have acted and are acting to preserve 
it. Now this is far more than can be said, Mr. 
Speaker, for the urban cowboys across the way. We 
are going to take further action, Mr. Speaker, to 
protect the family farm by plugging alleged loopholes 
in The Farmlands Protection Act. Now we all know 
when you bring in a new piece of legislation that 
there are immediately a battery of legal beagles that 
work to find loopholes in it, the former Minister of 
Agriculture wiil confirm that and attest to that 
because he experienced the same problems. We felt 
that we had plugged them all but there apparently is 
some left and the minister will be taking whatever 
steps are necessary to shore that legislation up, 
beeause I mentioned earlier that agriculture is still 
the most important sector in our economy and this 
government will continue its progressive policies to 
ensure that it remains in a primary position. 

1 want to return now to an aspect of our policies, 
Mr. Speaker, which I am particularly proud of. Our 
record of maintaining and improving the level of 
services to the people of Manitoba. We are one of 
the best, most compassionate . and comprehensive 
systems of services in the world. And, Mr. Speaker, 
this didn't stop the members across the way who 
know this is true from throwing up a smoke screen 
not too long ago, claiming that federal funds were 
being diverted to God knows what uses, highways 
and everything else. And there was none other, Mr. 
Speaker, than the eminent Supreme Court Justice, 
Emmett Hall, who stated that they were wrong in 
their charges, indeed he described our health care 
services as one of the very best in the world. That 
must have come as a shock to the critics across the 
way, Mr. Speaker. 

We're going to further improve our services, Mr. 
Speaker, by implementing recommendations put 
forth by the Council on Aging, a committee set up by 
this government, Mr. Speaker, and I'm pleased and 
happy to say that the chairman of it is a lady from 
my constituency. There will be increased construction 
on personal care homes, replacement of nursing 
homes, there will be continued construction of 
hospitals, the development and improvement. of 
health care centres and the addition of psychiatric 
care beds. 

We have also taken major steps, Mr. Speaker, to 
give more help to the people who need jt most 
through the White Paper reforms which were 
introduced during the last session. The new 
Manitoba supplement for pensioners doubled the 
benefits available to the elderly as well as extending 
the benefits to Manitobans between the ages of 55 
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and 65. The Shelter Al lowance for elderly ranters, 
M r. S peaker, was increased and i t  too, was extended 
to pensioners between the ages of 55  and 65. i t  
expanded to include low income fami l ies also.  S ing le 
parent fami l ies, Mr .  Speaker, were not forgotten. The 
CRISP Program, the Chi ld Related I ncome S upport 
Program wi l l  provide extra i ncome at the rate of 
30.00 per month per ch i ld .  

And we mustn ' t  forget the increased property tax 
c r e d i t s  - 1 00 . 0 0  m o r e  in b o t h  m i n i m u m  a n d  
maximum credits with addit ional benefits to  senior  
citizens in  regard to school taxes. 

I do  not need to elaborate, M r .  S peaker, on the 
expanded day care programs. We are al l  wel l  aware 
of the new noon and after school programs, and the 
addit ion not only of funds but a lso of 3,300 new d ay 
care p laces. 

The measures I have out l ined, Mr. S peaker, are a 
pos i t ive proof  of the  p o l icy and efforts of t h i s  
g overnment to maintain a n d  improve t h e  services to  
the people. I know from the u ncomfortable feelings 
of the members opposite, Mr .  S peaker, that t hey 
h ate to admit that the th ings we're doing r ight and 
the th ings we intend to  p ursue i n  our  course of 
fulfi l l i ng the needs of th is province wi l l  g ive them 
undue concern.  

M r .  S peaker, on the Throne S peech I could pick 
our numbers one to  gosh knows how many, 10 or  1 2  
of items that are going t o  benefit the people o f  th is  
prov ince.  There 's  twi n n i n g  of  H ig hways 7 5  and 
there's addit ional twinn ing of the No.  1 H ighway west 
of Brandon to the Saskatchewan border. This has 
been done with no federal assistance. Mr. Speaker, 
we' re well ahead of the wealthy cousins we h ave to  
the west of  us  i n  the province of Saskatchewan and 
the p rovince of A lberta, who are m i les ahead of us  in 
resource development and i ncome, are way behind  
u s  in  t h e  d o u b l e - l a n i n g  o f  the i r  Trans-Cana d a  
H ighway. 

This is planned progress, M r .  S peaker. i t 's  not a 
h i t-and-miss program. The program is announced 
and thought out and planned wel l  ahead of t ime.  We 
know how diff icult i t  i s  to keep ahead with the road 
system today because my own const it uency h as 
experienced a loss of rai l  l i nes that have p laced a 
heavy heavy b u r d e n  o n  o u r  h i g hways w i t h  t h e  
requ irement o f  semi-trailers to move o u r  produce t o  
market for t h e  farmers. I must say t h e  H ighways 
M i n ister has been do ing h i s  best to provide the 
people of  my area with  upgraded road fac i l it ies and 
for  the amount of progress we've made to date, I 
want  to say that  t h e  p e o p l e  of M i n nedosa 
constituency are  appreciative. 

The provincia l  tax credit system, Mr. Speaker, 
mentioned by some members opposite, that woul d  
a i d  the i nterest pl ight that we're facing today would  
on ly be a banda id  t reatment I th ink  for the real 
problem of high i n terest rates. I th ink  a ser ious 
federal program is necessary before i t  provides any 
real  re l ief .  By the soun d  of the l atest A u d i t o r­
General 's  report that's been announced, there is a 
g reat deal they can do down there to cut out some 
of their  waste and maybe they could provide i t  in 
some form of assistance to cover the high interest 
rates. 

M r .  Speaker ,  wi th  the  i tems conta ined in t h e  
Throne Speech Debate - a n d  I go from h ighways to  
development of energy sources and the study of the 

further development of petro chemical industry -
these are i tems, M r. Speaker, that the members 
opposite are going to  vote against. ( lnterjection)­
They wi l l  be vot ing against them, Mr .  S peaker. We' l l  
categorical ly l i st them o n e  b y  o n e  a n d  l e t  them vote 
against them because they wi l l  have to  answer to the 
voters, Mr .  Speaker, when i t 's  brought u p  that a l l  of  
these progressive measures for the development of 
i n dustry in  t h i s  p rov in ce which wi l l  p rovid e  t h e  
thousands o f  jobs that are going to  be necessary i n  
t h e  future, these are t h e  th ings that they wi l l  b e  
vot ing against a n d  they w i l l  h ave to be accountable 
for their  actions. Mr. S peaker. 

So in closing, it's my pleasure to  move, seconded 
by the H onourable Member for Spr ingfield , that a 
h u mble address be presented to H is  Honour ,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor, as fol lows: 

We, Her M ajesty's  dut iful  and loyal subjects, the 
Leg is lat ive Assem bly of Man i toba in the sess ion  
assem b l e d ,  h u m bl y  t h a n k  Your  H on o u r  f o r  t h e  
g r a c i o u s  speech w h i c h  Y o u r  H on o u r  h a s  been  
p leased to address us a t  the opening of the p resent 
session.  

I would now, Mr .  S peaker, forward i t  to you post 
haste with the page. Thank you very much.  

MOTION presented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n ou r a b l e  M e m ber  for  
Spr ingfie ld . 

MR. ROBERT ANDEIFISOIII (Springfield): M r .  
Speaker, i t  i s  with pleasure that I r ise to  participate 
in t h e  Throne  S peech Debat e  in t h i s ,  t h e  F i f th 
Session of the 3 1st  Legislature. F i rst ,  I wish to  add to  
the c o n g r at u l at i o n s  ext e n d e d  t o  you  b y  m y  
c o l l eague ,  t h e  M e m ber  for  M i nnedosa ,  o n  y o u r  
resumption o f  t h e  dut ies o f  your h i g h  office. I know 
t h at y o u  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p re s i d e  over  o u r  
p roceed i n g s  w i t h  y o u r  u s u a l  i m par t ia l i t y ,  g o o d  
h u m o u r  and d ign ity. 

I also express my appreciat ion to  the First M in ister 
and his co l leagues o n  the Executive Counc i l  for 
g iving me the privi lege of seconding the Speech from 
the Throne. 

M r .  Speaker ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  T h r o n e  S peech 
represents a realist ic vision for  M an itoba, someth ing 
which we i n  Manitoba have lacked for a number of  
years. Our predecessors had g reat visions of state­
owned enterpr ises  w i th  comp u l sory government  
i nvolvement branching out  to  a lmost every sector of 
our economy. l t  i s  refreshing  now to see the broad 
i nterest be ing pa id  by t h e  pr ivate sector to our  
p rovince which has  created employment and  stabi l i ty 
which has g iven a renewed confidence to our  future. 

M r. Speaker, I would l i ke to  compl iment the F irst 
M i n i s ter  a n d  h i s  C a b i n et c o l leagues w h o  h ave 
worked s o  d i l igent ly  o n  behalf  of  the people of  
M an itoba i n  br inging i n  a Throne Speech with such 
opt im ism.  The opt i mism expressed in the m in ing  
sector w i th  the development of the Trout Lake ore 
body; the exploratory work being done at St.  Lazare 
for a potash m ine;  the work being done towards a 
Western Power Gr id ;  the potent ia l  establ ishment of 
an a l u m i n u m  product ion p l ant  are a l l  i m pressive 
ideas which wi l l  have a major i mpact on the economy 
of this province. 

M an itobans are a proud and resourceful lot and 
tradit ional ly have not been inspired by the ideology 
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associated with my friends opposite. The spir i t  and 
determ i n at i o n  of  peop le  who are born here or 
attracted here is characterized by ind ividual in i t iat ive. 
lt is t h e  h u m a n  resou rce t h at we have i n  t h i s  
province that has made t h e  d i fference i n  t h e  past 
and w i l l  conti n u e  to m ake the d ifference in the  
future. You d o  not  tame or  subl imate the k ind of  
human resource that exists i n  Manitoba. 

This is  what a previous government attempted to 
do.  l t  attempted to sub l imate the g reat sp ir i t  that 
exists amongst our people.  lt attempted to say, we 
the government, had a l l  the answers; that we the 
government, wi l l  provide  for a l l  your needs.  This is  
not  the nature of our people. Our people want to  d o  
t h i n g s  lor  t h e mselves a n d  t h at h a s  been t h e  
characteristic oi t h i s  government,  to al low people t h e  
opportunity to  d o  t h i n g s  f o r  themselves, to  h ave 
choices, to make decis ions ,  to bu i ld  the k ind  of 
w o r l d  t hat  t hey wanl  f o r  t h e mse lves  a n d  t h e i r  
fami l ies. This is  t h e  basic ctillerence between th is  
government and the one that sat  and was tested for  
the f irst years of the '70s.  They fai led. They faiied 
because they were not representative of the spirit of 
M anitoba; the spirit in 1 979 that responded to the 
pressures and demands of f ight ing a flood; the spir i t  
that responded to the courage and dedication of a 
Terry Fox in 1 980. 

This govern ment has demonstrated its sensitivity 
to people on many occasions ,  t h rough the Whi te 
Paper Tax Reforms, in t ime of d rought,  in t ime of 
economic difficulty, in t ime .of national i nterest, and 
in  t ime of making tough decisions. General ly,  this 
government has responded to our  people and their  
needs. This is  what my fr iends opposite fai led to do .  
They failed because they started to  i nterfere i n  the 
da i ly  l ives of people who basically know what 's  best 
for themselves in the f irst p lace. They failed because 
t h ey s u r ro u nd e d  t h e m selves w i t h  a g r o u p  o f  
bureaucrats a n d  theoreticians w h o  t o l d  t h e m  how 
people shou ld l ive, where people shou ld l ive and 
what people should h ave. They failed because they 
d idn ' t  understand that Manitoba has g reat and proud 
trad i t ions associ ated with i ts  people. Just ,  as an 
example,  one of those tradit ions has been the idea of 
owning your own land. This i s  very important to 
people who l ive in Manitoba and people must never 
forget  t h e  a l t e r n at ive offered by t h e  p revio u s  
administrat ion.  People h aven't  forgotten about state 
farms. People shouldn't  forget about !he p lann ing 
and pr iorit ies group of a p revious Cabinet that was 
m a k i n g  dec is ions  a n d  i mp lement ing  reg u l at i o n s ,  
imposing const raints on  freedoms that w e  assume t o  
be ours a n d  that legislators would never attempt to  
take away. 

We see a renewed i nterest in our province from 
outs ide dur ing  the l ast  t h ree years. We see an 
interest by businessmen to come here to  i nvest i n  
resource deve l o p m e n t ,  i n  m a n ufactu r i n g ,  i n  
explorat ion f o r  m inerais, potash, o i l  a n d  many oU1er 
sectors  of o u r  e c o n o m y .  W h y ?  Because t h i s  
government : s  not taking taxp.r::yers' rnon8y to inves! 
in p laces where governments sllould not be. We have 
seen i nstead private capital being used to create 
jobs, to i nvest in capital p rojects, to invest in the 
future of M an itoba and al l  that goes with it 

We have a vis ion for th is  province and a lot of that 
v is ion i s  conta ined in the Throne  Speec h ,  read 
yesterday to th is  H ouse. The doom and g loomers, 
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and unfortunately there are some that are elected 
representat ives ,  d i d n ' t  l i k e  what  t h e y  heard  
yesterday.  They heard words that  were saying ,  good 
things are happening i n  M anitoba. They heard that 
th is  govern ment is doing th ings for people who need 
h e l p .  T hey heard  words  t hat  were say in g ,  t h i s  
government is  a government that offers opportunity 
for g rowth .  They heard that we are going to conti n ue 
to prosper in th is province. I suggest, Mr.  S peaker, 
t h at t h e  p rov ince  s u ffers  w h e n  t h e  d o o m  a n d  
g loomers across, paint their d rab,  d reary pictures, 
pictures that are painted for their own pol it ical gain .  
Members on  th is  s ide h ave rather more pr ide in 
M anitoba than that 

T hese are n o t  t h e  best  o f  e co n o m i c  t im e s .  
Manitoba d oes n o t  s i t  i n  isolat ion frorn t h e  rest o f  
t h e  worl d ,  or  t h e  rest of North America, or  the rest o f  
C a n a d a  b u t  i t s  per fo r m a n c e ,  g iven t h e  
c i rcumstances, i s  commendable.  I n  spite of e ight  
years of Social ist government i n  the '70s,  Manitoba 
is  developing against the grain ,  or  the trend of the 
North American economy. Three years of Progressive 
Conservative government is  succeeding in creat ing 
the environment where the private sector  can invest 
and develop, to the g reater good of all of us, without 
the fear of the restr ict ions and the bondage p laced 
by a Socialist government. 

People are f irst with this g overnment. Through 
l istening to  people and al lowing people some e lbow 
room a lot has happened. We have made taxes i n  
M an itoba more competitive by abol ishing succession 
duties and the . m i neral acreage tax, by reducing 
personal i ncome taxes and reducing resource taxes 
so that min ing explorat ion has recovered and is now 
at record leve ls .  Through t hese efforts we have 
helped our economy to recover its ab i l ity to create 
the jobs t hat M an itobans need. 

For i nstance, in the three years we h ave been i n  
office, according  t o  federal statistics for t h e  month 
e n d i n g  N ovember 3 0  of  this year ,  the M an i toba 
economy has created a total of 30,000 new jobs,  
t hree t imes the job creat ion rate achieved i n  the last 
three years of the N D P  government. 

As a government we have increased expenditures 
where necessary and tr immed where needed. For 
exam p l e ,  in t h e  1 98 0  b u d g e t ,  h e a l t h  care 
expenditures were increased by 65 m i l lion or 12 .5  
percent  over  1 97 9 .  A n d  t h e n  in  response to  
b u dgetary pressu res ar is ing  f rom recent  wage 
settlements and increases i n  the cost of supplies, the 
provincial  funds available to Manitoba hospitals and 
personal care homes were increased by another 1 .5 
percent, to ensure that the quality of health care i n  
our  provin ce remains among t h e  best i n  Canada. The 
Hall Report has proven that fact to be true. In fact 
the share of total provincia l  budget a l located to 
health services has never been h igher than i t  is 
under our adm i nistrat ion.  

P u bl ic ly  funded educat ional  inst i tut ions received 
increased support of some 30 mi l l ion ,  up 8 percent 
to a tot<ll or a lmost 400 mi i ! lon,  i n  spite of deG! in ing 
enrolments. On a per student basis, our government 
s u ppor t  for  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  educat ion  th is  year  
increased some 18  percent, <?! fact rarely mentioned 
by the opposit ion or others. 

Recogn izing the needs of the elderly, we enriched 
the level of support to senior citizens i n  the p rovince. 
I ncreases in the level of benefits avai lable through 
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the  SAFER program, the  M ani toba Property Tax 
C r e d i t  p rogram , the P e n s i o n e r ' s  S c h o o l  Tax 
program, the M anitoba Supplement for Pensioners 
wi l l  go a long way to help those senior cit izens on 
fixed incomes i n  the i r  f ight  against inf lat ion.  

S u b stant ia l ly i n c reased assistance t o  work i n g  
parents through a n  expanded d ay care p rogram n ow 
avai lable, a program which in the past three years 
has increased 300 percent from 3 mi l l ion to  9 mi l l ion .  
Th is  year ,  for the  f i rst t ime  in  Man i toba ,  p u b l i c  
support wi l l  be al lotted to n o o n  a n d  after  school care 
i n  addit ion to the expansion of d ay care faci l it ies tor 
preschool chi ldren. 

Mr .  Speaker, i n  my remarks to th is  point I h ave 
tried to ind icate the efforts of my government over 
the past three years to enhance the qual ity of l ife 
e njoyed by M an it o b a n s  a n d  to p u t  r i g h t  t h e  
economic cl imate o f  th is province. A l l  th is  has laid 
the  foundat ion  for the  Throne S peech we heard 
yesterday. 

The cont inuat ion of the  W h ite  Paper R eforms 
p rovides assistance to those genuinely i n  need. The 
assistance is  being provided i n  a targetted approach 
r at h e r  t h a n  t h e  shotg u n  a p proach of  u n iversa l  
programs. That theme continues wi th  the ongoing 
program of construction and replacement of personal 
care homes and on expansions and new construct ion 
i n  the hospital f ie ld .  The measures dealing with the 
development of our province's mental health centres 
t o  prov ide add i t iona l  psyc h i at r i c  care beds a n d  
increased funding f o r  occupational activity centres 
for the mental ly retarded,  provide care to t h ose 
M an i t obans  who requ i re t h at ass is tance .  M r . 
S peaker, the emphasis in the Throne S peech on a 
number of m ajor projects either under way or i n  the 
p l a n n i n g  stages,  i n d icate  the act i o n s  of  my 
government over the  past t h ree years ,  are now 
bear ing fruit. 

The three principles detailed i n  the Throne Speech 
relat i n g  t o  the development of  Man i toba Hydro ,  
shou ld  be called to  your  attention once more ,  M r. 
Speaker .  Any fu ture deve lopment  of generat i n g  
capacity w i l l  be done:  ( 1 )  o n l y  o n  t h e  basis of  
ident if ied markets;  (2)  major  components  w i l l  be  
purchased as far  as poss ib le  f rom Manitoba and 
Canadian compan ies; and  (3)  the  electr ic  power 
generated shall  be used as much as possible within 
Man i toba  t o  c reate our i n dustr ia l  deve lopment .  
These principles give Manitoba Hydro a sense of 
form and d i rection that wi l l  ensure that a pr ime 
M a n i t o b a  resou rce g ives m ax i m u m  benef i ts  to 
Manitobans. 

On the subject of energy, the prospects of natural 
gas service to  the north and to  areas of southern 
Manitoba not now served with that fuel wil l  be well 
received by al l  Manitobans. In  my own constituency, 
four vi l lages received gas service i n  1 979. l t  has 
proven a very efficient fuel for heating homes and 
c o m m u n it y  b u i ld in g s  and g ives r ura l  towns an 
o p portunity for  addit ional  i n d u str ia l  development .  
Natural gas service to pr imary agricultural producers 
assists them i n  keeping down the cost of intensive 
l ivestock production and grain drying .  Gas service i n  
t h e  north wi l l  provide o u r  northern residents with a 
source of fuel which is subject to a pr ice-regulating 
body, namely our own Publ ic Uti l i t ies Board. 

M r .  S peaker ,  I w i l l  l eave m o r e  deta i led  
cons iderat ion  of the Throne  S peech t o  others.  I 
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believe that my government's act ions over the past 
t hree years have created the c l imate that encouraged 
the exciting  developments l isted in it. I bel ieve that 
Manitoba is on the br ink of an era of expansion i n  
t h e  ' 80s that i t  should have had i n  t h e  '70s, b u t  was 
denied i t  by the e ight-year adm i nistration  of my 
friends opposite. I bel ieve that th is  Throne S peech is  
a d oc u m e n t  t h at w i l l  b e  wel l rece ived b y  a l l  
Manitobans. 

I n  conclusion, Mr. S peaker, it i s  i ndeed an honour 
t o  second the motion so ably placed before us by my 
colleague the Member for M i nnedosa. 

Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: T h e  H o n ou r a b l e  Leader of t h e  
Opposition.  

MlR. PAWI..EY: M r .  S pe a k e r ,  I beg t o  m ove,  
seconded by the H onourable Member for  St .  Johns 
that debate be adjourned. 

MOTION p resented and carried. 

MlR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General . 

MR. MERCIER: Mr .  S peaker, I move, seconded by 
the M i nister of Government Services that th is  House 
do now adjourn.  

MOTION p resented and carried. 

MR. SPEAKER: The House is accordingly adjourned 
and stands adjourned until 2:00 p .m . ,  Monday,  1 5  
Decem ber, 1 980.  


