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LEGISLATIVE ASSEM BLY O F  MANITOBA 
Monday, 3 March, 1980 

O PE NIN G PRA YER by Mr. Speaker. 

IN TROD U CTIO N  OF GUESTS 

M R. SPEAKER, Hon. Harry E. Graham (Birtle-Russell): Before we proceed, I should 
l ike to draw the honourable m e mbers' attention to the Speaker's gallery , where we have two 
eminent jurists from the Province of Quebec, Mr. Jean Alarie and Mr. Jean Allaire, w ho are 
here as two of the translators who have been loaned to the Province of Mani toba by the 
Quebec gover n ment. 

We also have 14 students of Grades 5 and 6 standmg fro m  General Vanier School. These 
students are under the d irection of Mr. Tony Dreidger. This school is in the consti tuency o f  
the Hon ourable Me mber for Radisson. 

On behalf of all the honourable members, w e  welco me you here this afternoon. 
Presenting Peti tions . . •  Reading and Receiving Peti tions • • .  Presenting Reports by 

Standing and Special C o m m i ttees • . .  

MIN ISTERIA L STA TEMEN'IS A ND TABLING O F  REPOR'IS 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Economic Development. 

HO N. J. FRA NK JOHNSTO N (Sturgeon Creek): Mr. Speaker, I would like to make 
com ments on the daffodils that all me mbers have in front of them today. You will notice 
they h ave a little sign of the m  that says, "The C o mpli ments of the Greater V i ctoria Chamber 
of Com m erce". These daffodils are also w i th the com pli m ents of the Honourable Pat Jordon, 
the Minister of Touris m o f  the Province of B.C., who is sponsoring what they call 
'Super-Spring', pro moting springti me in Bri tish Colu mbia. And the Cha mber of Com m erce of 
Victoria are right behind this program, and they are in Winnipeg today. They are travelling 
across western Canada visiting all of the provinces and making the sam e  request in all the 
Houses. 

I m i gh t  say that I had the privilege of h aving breakfast with the Honourable Pat Jordon 
this m orning ,  and Mayor Bill Norrie was wi th us, and had a very fine breakfast and we w ere 
able to talk about Tourism generally in western Canada. Thank you. 

MR. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister wi thout Portfolio. 

HO N. EDWAR D McGILL (Brandon West): Mr. Speaker, I have a sta te ment concerning 
the City of Brandon. I w ish to advise the House that the City of Brandon has been chosen by 
the C anadian Curling Association as the site of the 1982 Canadian Curling Championships. 

Mr. Speaker, some me mbers may already know 1982 is Brandon's centennial year, so that 
these events will coincide w i th other events which will reflect and recognize the hundred 
years of the City of Brandon. 

I understand, Mr. Speaker, that the decision to hold the 1 9 8 2  Brier in Brandon was based 
upon no t only the fine curling facili ties that Brandon does possess but also the dynamic  
presentation that wt£. made by  a young, energe tic group from the City of Brandon who 
journeyed to Calgary last weekend. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I'm sure that the House and Manitoba will be pleased to know that the 
City of Brandon is being honoured in that fashion. 

M R. SPEA K ER: Order please. I apologize to the H ouse. I was in error in not asking 
for a wri tten copy of the Min isterial Statem ents that have been made. 

The Honourable Me mber for Brandon East. 

M R. LEO NAR D EVA NS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would like to join w ith m y  
colleague, the Honourable Minister wi thou t P ortfolio, who represents Brandon West in this 
parti cular news i te m .  
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All of  us in  western Manitoba, particularly the C ity of Brandon, w elco me this particular 
event. I, for one ,  who loves curling a m  particularly pleased to see i t  being held in the Wheat 
C i ty. 

I can't help b ut re mark however, Mr. Speaker, that one of the reasons, apart fro m  the 
spiri t of the people and all those involved on the corn mi ttee and all their activi ties, 
nevertheless one of the key factors was the Keystone C entre. In other words, we have a 
facility in Brandon that is superior to the facili ties available in the City of Saskatoon, and I 
understand that that was the key factor and I'm very pleased that as one facility that was 
built when the New De mocratic Party was in office. --(Interjection)-- Ano ther one at 
Churchill. 

And,  Mr. Speaker, I would hope that the New De mocrati c  Party will be in office in 1 9 82 so 
we can help officially open the Brier. Thank you. 

MR. SPEAKER: T he H onourable Government  House Leader. 

HO N. G ERALD W.J. M ERCIER (Osborne): Mr. Speaker, I wish to table a nu mber of 
reports: 

The report of the Criminal Injuries Compensation Board for the year ended March 3 1 ,  1 979. 
The returns under the Controverted Elections Act for the period January 1 ,  1979 to 

Dece mber 3 1 ,  1 97 9  fro m  the Court of Appeal and the Court of Queen's Bench. 
And the Audi tor 's report and financial state m ents for the year ended March 3 1 ,  1979 in 

regard to the Liquor C ontrol Com mission. 

IN TRODU CT IO N  OF GUES TS 

M R. SPEAKER: Before I go on to the Oral Questions, I have just had a note that 
there are five people in the gallery fro m Victoria, B.C. including the Mayor of Victoria, His 
Worship Bill Tindall. 

On behalf of the honourable members, w e  also welco me you here this afternoon. 

ORAL QUESTIO NS 

MR. S PEAK ER: The Honourable First Minister. 

HO N. STERLIN G R. L YO N  (Premier )(Charleswood): Mr. Speaker, I thought it m ight 
be appropriate, as we e mbark on Oral Questions, to take note of the fact that the new 
government of Pri mer Minister Trudeau is at this moment in the course of being s worn in and 
I a m  s ure that m e mbers of the House would w ish to join in issuing congratulations to a form er 
colleague of ours, Lloyd Axwor thy,  who has been sworn in as Minister of Im migration in Mr. 
Trudeau's Cabinet. 

I am sure as well ,  Mr. Speaker, that we can all put partisan feelings asiae long enough to 
express the sincere w ish for success of this new adm in istration, ana certainly on behalf of the 
government I can express the desire of this government to work in co-operation with the new 
governm ent of Canada and wi th the new Minister representing Manitoba. 

M R. SPEAKER: T he Honourable Leader of the Opposi tion. 

M R. HOW ARD PAWLEY (Selkirk): Mr. Speaker, I would like to join the First Minister 
as well in expressing pleasure in respect to the announce ment of the appointmen t  of Lloyd 
Axw or thy to the Federal Cabinet .  We are pleased that insofar as Mani toba is concerned there 
w ill be representation in the n ew govern ment,  and w e  look forward over the next n u mber of 
years to progress that can be made hopefully on the part of the new govern m ent in ens uring 
that there are i mprove ments made to the benefi t of all Canadians, both west and east. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Fort Rouge. 

M RS. JU N E  W ESTB URY: Mr. Speaker, m y  question is aadressed to the Minister of 
Agri culture, and i t  refers to the building a t  1 50 0  --(Interjection) - I'm sorry. Did I do 
something wrong? rm sorry, I didn't mean to do that. I was afraid of not being recognized, 
Mr. Speaker. Should I continue w i th m y  question, or am I stepping on someone's toes ?  

MR. SPEAKER: T he honourable me mber may proceed. 
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MRS. WESTBURY:  It  refers to the building at 1500  Regent Avenue, which I think is 
still l isted in the Provincial Telephone Directory as the Rural Wa ter Services Warehouse. I 
understand tha t  the contents that  were not required by other departments were disposed of by 
tender, and m y  question is: wha t was the inventory value of the remaining contents of the 
b uilding, and were they offered publicly for tender? 

MR. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture. 

HO N. JAMES E. DOW N EY (Arthur): Mr . Speaker, I'll have to speak to the Minister of 
Public Works about the telephone nu mber still being listed under Rural Wa ter Servi ces, in 
fa ct , the material that was sold would come under the Minister of Public Works so I would 
refer to hi m to answ er the question or else take i t  as notice. 

MRS. WESTBUR Y: Mr. Speaker , I have a supplementary question. What was the 
a mount of the hi ghest tender; by who m was i t  submi tted; and was the highest tender accepted? 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Minister of Government Services. 

HO N. H ARRY J. EN NS (Lakeside): Mr, Speaker, I' m sure you'll recognize this as a 
kind of a question that avails itself to an Order for Re turn, or indeed, discussion during the 
course of my Esti ma tes. 

MRS. WESTBUR Y: Mr. Speaker, may I request that in the Order for Re turn the 
Minister also a dvise the House as to wha t rela tionship the offices of Triple M Sales have to 
Peter Masniuk, the former C onservative M.P. for P or tage, Raymond Masniuk, who ran for the 
Conserva tive nom ina tion in the 1980 federal election. 

MR. SPEAKER: If the honourable m e mber is filing an Order for Re turn I would hope 
i t  be handled in the ordinary couse of events. 

The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. PAW LEY: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the House Leader. In view of the fact 
tha t this next Thursday evening meetings will be held throughout the city of W innipeg, 
organized by the Winnipeg Teachers' Society ,  perta ining to the cutbacks introduced by the 
City of Winnipeg School Division, brought about as a result of the restra int policies of the 
present govern ment that is in office, I ask the House Leader whether or not consideration is 
being given to thooe Me mbers of the Le gisla ture tha t represent Winnipeg ridings, wi thin the 
Winnipeg School Division area, to a ttend those meetings to hear the concerns of parents 
pertaining to the cu tbacks which have been brought about as a result of the actions of this 
govern ment? 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Government House Leader. 

MR . M ER CIER: Mr. Speaker, i f  the Honourable Leader of the Opposi tion had that 
concern I would have thought he would have asked me prior to the opening of the session. 

MR. PAW LEY: Mr. Speaker, just so there need be no misunderstanding between the 
House Leader and myself, is the House Leader aware of the fact that the announcement 
perta ining to these meetings was only made yesterday , not pri or to the opening of the session? 

MR. MER CIER :  Pardon me, Mr. Speaker, I m eant prior to 2 :3 0  today. 

MR . PAW LEY: Mr. Speaker , a further question to the Min ister of Education. In the 
Throne Speech reference is made to substantial increases by way of grants to the school 
d ivisions in Manitoba; would the Min ister a dvise whether the words ''substantial grants" rela te 
only to those grants which have already b een announced insofar as the school divisions are 
concerned in Mani toba , or whe ther the w ords ''substantial increases" relate to future 
unannounced grants in order to assist the increasing b urden upon the ratepayers of Manitoba 
perta ining to increased school costs? 

MR. SPE AKER: The Honourable Minister of Educa tion. 
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HO N. K EITH A. COSENS (Gi mli): Mr. Speaker , obviously the Leader of the 
Opposi tion doesn't think that $20.6 m illion is a substantial increase and , as far as aadi tional 
grants are concerned, that have not been announced to this po int ,  we w ill be discussing those 
a t  such ti me as my Esti mates are be fore the House. 

MR. PAW LEY: Mr. Speaker , further to the Minister of Education. Does the Minister 
of Education feel that a 20 percent increase in school costs to be born e  by the ratepayers of  
the C i ty of Winnipeg and addi tional increases that are taking place in  other parts of 
Manitoba, whether or not those increases are not of a substantial nature as well? 

MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker , certainly we can go into all of those details during m y  
Esti mates b u t  I would suggest t o  the Leader o f  the Opposi tion, in  his great enthusiasm ,  i t  
would see m  t o  say that any di mun ition i n  the s ize  of a teaching s taff m ust be linked to 
provincial govern m ent grants; i t  does not take into consideration one of the most si gnifi cant 
things that exist in our society today, and that is called declining enrol ments. And when you 
look at a declining teaching staff that doesn't necessarily mean that the teacher/pupil ratio is 
declining, ncr is quali ty declining. Bu t i f  the students aren't there, Mr. Speaker, then I 
suggest to the Leader of the Opposi tion i t  is rather difficult to have the teachers there. 

MR. PAW LEY: Mr. Speaker, to the Minister of Education. Is the Minister of 
Education indicating to the House that the only reason for the present si tuation faced by the 
W innipeg School Division relates to a i:x-oblem brought about by reduced enrolment, or is he 
prepared to acknowledge that there are o ther proble ms whi ch go beyond that of decreased 
enrol ment and that i:x-ogra ms are being cut out that pertain to more than sim ply a reduction 
in the nu mber of teachers wi thin the school division l evel, such as counselling and o ther 
services? 

MR. COSENS: Mr . Speaker, through you to the Leader of the Opposition, I accept as 
the main reason for the di muni tion in teaching staff that that can be attr ibuted to declining 
enrolment. If a school division chooses to take certain programs off i ts curriculum and 
replace the m wi th o thers, certainly that is i ts decision. 

MR. SPE AKER: T he Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

MR. PAW LEY: Mr. Speaker, a final supplem entary to the Minister of Education. 
Could the Minister of Education adVise whether or not any consideration at all is being given 
by this governm ent  to the revision of the for m ula by whi ch grants are provided to school 
divisions, so as to take into consideration the fact that declining enrolment in itself is not 
necessarily reason for a si m ilar reduction in the amount of grants on the part of the 
provincial govern ment ?  

MR. COSENS: Mr . Speaker, w e  are trying to take those things into consideration. In 
fact , we are studying very carefully som e  new syste m  of grants that will perhai;:s update the 
way in which education is financed in this province. We have had two years to work on that. 
The Leader of the Opposi tion and his group had some eight years and made no move in that 
regard at all. 

MR . SPE AK ER: The Honourable Me mber for St . Johns. 

MR. SAUL CHER NIACK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I would l ike to address a question 
to the First Min ister. fd ask h i m  whe ther, in the light of the unprecedented net 
out-mi gration in this province whi ch, a m ongst o ther proble ms, causes houses to be pu t  up for 
sale in a depressed real esta te market, and in view of the high increased cost of mortgage 
renewal interest rates and the hi ghest rate of foreclosures in a t  least the last thirteen years, 
will the govern ment consider some form of e mergency legislation such as the possible 
re-enactment  of the Debt Adjustment Act ,  whi ch would protect owner-occupiea residences. 

MR. SPE AKER: T he H on ourable First Minister. 

MR. L YON: Well, Mr. Speaker, no one in his ri ght m ind would accept the basic 
pre mise of the Me mber for St . Johns that the out-mi gration in Manitoba is unprecedented. In 
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fact , the average out-mi gration in Manitoba in the last two years has been considerably less 
than i t  was during all of  the years tha t m y  honourable friends w ere in office .  
-(Interjections)- Mr.  Speaker, that happens to be a full truth, n o t  a half truth that we've 
heard from the o ther side. 

Wi th respect to the other matters of mortgage interest rates, this government  has stated 
on a number of occasions, Mr. Speaker, our opposi tion to the hi gh interest rates that affect 
s mall business people, homeowners, investment, farmers, and so on, in  Mani toba and certainly 
we will be advancing that proposi tion again to the Trudeau govern ment,  as indeed we aid to 
the Clark govern ment when they were in offi ce. 

Wi th respect to the third facet of his com m ent  w i th respect to debt adjustment 
legislation, the Min ister of Housing has . . .  If m y  honourable friend from St. Boni face would 
lik e  to carry on, Mr. Speaker, I am quite happy to have h i m  do so. 

MR. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for St. Boni face. 

M R. LAURENT L. DESJAR DINS (St .  Boniface): Thank you very m uch, Mr . Speaker. 
It's a pleasure to be given this chance to warn the people of Mani toba. In fact , m y  honourable 
friends will be very pleased w i th the change of govern ment; now they can go back to 
bla m ing/././. 

M R. SPE AKER: Order , oraer please. Order please. Has the Honourable Me mber for 
St. Boni face a question? 

M R. DESJAR DINS: • • .  avail myself of the opportunity. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable First Minister. 

M R. LYO N: Mr. Speaker, I realize it is probably a losing cause but the reinjection of 
a bi t of c ivility into the debate, I think, is well w or th the oad pause in our proceedings. I 
realize  that most of i t  lost, however ,  on the member who just sat down. 

Mr. Speaker, wi th respect to the debt adjustment  si tuation tha t m y  honourable friend is 
trying to conjure up fro m  the 193 0s, I reme mber the Debt Adjustment  legislation even though 
I'm not as old as he. 

I can say, Mr. Speaker, that the Minister of Housing is reviewing si tuations that have 
taken place wi th respect to m ortgage interest abate ment in the Province of Bri tish 
Columbia, where a new plan has been announced by that progressive govern ment; and I may 
say as well, Mr. Speaker, that i f  m y  honourable friendS collectively , across the way , had not 
been so quick to defeat the Clark government we woula have had a mortgage interest 
abate ment progra m in effect in Mani toba in 1979 ,  whi ch would have left in the pocke ts of 
Mani toba taxpayers $ 22 mill ion that they haven't got because of the n ew government. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for St. Johns. 

MR. CHER NIACK: Mr. Speaker, b efore I ask m y  supplementary I do want to correct 
a phrase I used. I used the phrase ''net out-migration"; I should have said ''ne t loss in 
population" and that, I think, is a fact which the Minister will be able to make another 
righteous speech about. 

My suppl ementary • . •  -(Interjection)- If the First Min ister wants to speak I will not s it  
down to give hi m the opportunity to do so until I ask my supplem entary. 

Mr. Speaker, n ow that the First Minister had inaicated that the Minister for C onsumer 
Affairs is apparently looking for some e m ergency legislation to deal w i th the proble m which 
rests with owner-occupied residences • • .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. I have listened with some interest. I 
was wondering i f  the honourable me mber w as  com ing tow ards a question or whether he had 
passed i t. 

The H onourable Me mber for St . Johns. 

M R. CHER NIACK: Mr. Speaker , the first thing I did was to clarify a sta te ment Pd 
made which was not correctly understood because i t  was not sta ted. This was on a point of  
order. 

- 2 50 -



Monday, 3 March, 1 980 

The second state ment, Mr. Speaker, I started to say, n ow that the Min ister has, then 
obviously that is an introduction to a question - and i t  may be diffi cult for you to follow that 
but I certainly do intend to ask the question - that now that apparently there is some effort to 
look for e m ergency le gislation dealing w i th the probable owner-occupied residences, a 
problem which could not have been helped by the Federal C onservative proposal which applied 
to all people, re gardless of the proble ms they may have w i th their m ort gage hous ing , can the 
First Minister, or the Minister for Consumer Affairs, assure us that that legislation will be 
brought very qui ckly before us and not studied by way of com missions, com mi ttees or any 
other form which would delay acting on behalf of those who are a mongs t  the very large 
number ,  alm ost unprecedented number,  of foreclosures that are taking place today ? 

M R. LYO N: Mr. Speaker, the shor t answer to m y  honourable friend's convoluted 
question is, no, we cannot give hi m such an assurance. But what I said to hi m and what he 
was not apparently able to digest was that the Minister of Hous ing ,  not the Minister of 
Consum er Affairs , was looking at plans such as the Bri tish Colu mbia plan. 

I fully expe ct that the n ew federal government is looking a t  a plan; and for his further 
edification there was a plan in existence whi ch he and m e mb ers of his party chose to vote 
down in the Budget of Mr. Crosbie back in December. 

What qui ck me m or ies we have to for ge t  those things we do not wish to reme mber, Mr. 
Speaker . 

M R. SPE AKER: The Honourable Me mber for St . Johns with a final supplementary. 

M R. CHERNIA CK: Yes, Mr. Speaker, a supple men tary question whi ch I would l ike to 
ask after I co m ment to the Honourable First Minister that there are many t i mes when he 
makes statem en ts  tha t are difficult to di gest. And I m i gh t  say I have as much confidence in 
the Minister of Housing as in the Minister of Consumer Affairs. The question, Mr. Speaker , is 
whe ther the First Minister's answ er m eans that there is no expecta tion of  legislation in this 
session since it is a matter that is now only being s tudied by the Minister of Housing. 

M R. S PE AK ER: Order please, the question is out of  order. Orders of the Day. 
The Honourable Minister of Fi tn ess. 

M R. CHER NIACK : Mr. Speaker , rd just like clarifi cation; on what basis is m y  question 
out of order so that we would have some idea of the base of your ruling. 

MR. SPE AKER: It's out of order on the basis that I fail to realize i t's a question. 
The Honourable Minister of Fitness and Amateur Sport. 

HO N R OBERT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye): Mr . Speaker , on Friday last, the 
Leader . • .  

M R. SPE AKER: Order please. The Honourable Me mber for Kildonan on a po in t  of  
order. 

M R. PETER FOX: Mr. Speaker , I have no recollection of any rules saying that 
because the Chairman doesn't com prehend that it isn't a question that is in order. Now, 
possibly you may reconsider and ask the Me mber for St . Johns to reword h is question so that 
i t  w ill catch your a tten tion. But there are no rules that say you have to com prehend a 
question. 

M R. SPEAKER:  T he Honourable Minister of Fitness and Amateur Sport. 

M R. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, on Friday last the Leader of the Opposition asked m e  a 
question with regard to the moving of s ome e m ployees the possible relocation of some 
em ployees in the closing of the mail order system for W CLF located at  Selkirk. I'm informed 
that the general manager of WCLF m e t  w i th e m ployees of the plant that is affected, m e t  
wi th the m o n  Monday; the press release, I understand , was issued a day or two later. The 
letter wre, supposed to go to Miss Klassen, I think the lady that the Leader of the Opposition 
m en tioned ,  she is the business agent of the union that we're dealing. I understand that instead 
of the letter being hand delivered to her i t  wre, mailed, and unfortunately our mail syste m 
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isn't qui te as fast as our courier services yet, so there was a bit  of confusion there. I 
understand that she has been contacted now and that the foundation tells me that one 
paragraph in the press release should have said "will be" instead of "is", and I hope that will 
clear up the m isunderstanding that we had the o ther day. 

MR. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. 

M R. PAW LEY: Mr. Speaker, i t's  m ore than a matter of si mply m isunderstanding. The 
press release issued to the Minister, and the Minister I ask hi m to confirm ,  did m fact sta te 
that there had been discussions wi th one Anne Klassen of SEIU; the result of those discussions, 
there was now a relocation taking place pertaining to the e m ployees. My question to the 
Minister, is whe ther or not that statement  is true, and whe ther or not ,  when he reference to 
discussions with e m ployees, was he suggesting that there had been a discussion with the 
representatives of the e m ployees or si m ply wi th a group of e m ployees wi thou t their 
bargaining agent representing the m ?  

M R. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, i t  i s  m y  understanding that the general manager of 
WCLF met wi th the em ployees on Monday, February 2 5 th, to discuss this particular matter. 
There was a letter to go out s imultaneously w ith the press release to the busin ess agent who 
is Miss. Ann Klassen, and the press release refers that the Winni peg staff is w orking closely 
w i th Miss Ann Klassen, the business manager, and that will be happening - and i t  should have 
said "will be," - and there was an error on the ir part wi th regard to the press release. But, 
Mr. Speaker , i t  was not that the e m ployees in that parti cular area did not know what was 
going on; they w ere informed and had discussed the proble ms w i th the general manager. 

M R. PAW LEY: One final supplementary pertaining to the Minister's response. Could 
the Minister advise whether or not the Mani toba representatives on the Wescan Board , in 
fact , s upported the transfer of the offices fro m  Selkirk to Winnipeg? 

M R. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, i t  was a decision of the Board. I understand i t  was an 
unani mous decision because of the economies that were involved in this particular move, and I 
think, ri ghtfully so, our board me mbers felt that i t  was unfair to keep a plant open that had 
problems in coming up w i th the a mount of money that would be required to make it a viable 
operation. As I m en tion on Friday that scenario was developed in negotiations a nu mber of 
years ago, that should the viability of that parti cular plant beco me questionable it would be 
then phased out ,  and that is  wha t has happened now. 

M R. SPE AK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Inkster. 

M R. SID NEY GREE N  (Inkster): Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the 
Honourable First Minister. In view of the fact that the n ew government is being s worn in 
today , and in view of the various difficulties tha t have arisen since the federal govern m en t  
changed ass ist i n  the financing Medicare, would the First Minister, o n  behalf of the 
Government of Manitoba, the people of this province, request the federal govern ment to go 
back to the position that they were in when they were a full-sharing partn er of the Medicare 
program ,  and that funds from now own be based on cost-sharing between the federal 
govern ment and the provincial government rather than block funding which is what the 
federal govern ment  insti tuted. 

MR. SPEAK ER: The Honourable First Minister. 

MR.  L YON:  Mr. Speaker, m y  honourable friend was a distinguished me mber,  may I 
say one of the few distinguished m embers of the form er administration, that participated in 
the accession to the principle of block funding under the previous Trudeau govern ment,  
n umber one. 

Nu mber two, there has been no demonstation to our satisfaction that has showed that 
block funding has in any way , shape or form i m paired the delivery or the availability of health 
service to the people of Manitoba. 
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Nu mber three, m y  honourable friend w ill take great comfort fro m  this, of  course, the 
matter was com mi tted for study by the previous Minister of Health, the Honourable Davia 
Crombie ,  to a com mission under Mr. Justi ce Em m e tt Hall who is well known to my honourable 
friena. 

M R. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I wonder whether the First Min ister will tell me whether 
his govern ment , on b ehalf of the people of the province of Mani toba, w ill ask the federal 
govern ment to go back to the position where they were sharing partners in the provision of 
medi cal s ervices on a cost-share basis, whi ch is the posi tion tha t  our governm ent  always took, 
rather than on the block funding b asis. My honourable friend says that w e  acquiesced or 
agreed in the block funding, that is not correct. 

M R. L YO N: Well ,  Mr. Speaker , the question period is hardly the ti me to revive old 
debates or to rem ind m y  honourable friend as to what the posture and posi tion o f  his 
govern ment was prior to 1977, but I'm sure the record is  quite clear. What I suggest,  Mr. 
Speaker, is this, that i f  we could be satisfied as a govern m ent  that there would be greater 
benefi t to th e inaividual man, woman and child in Manitoba from a different syste m  of 
funding than the present syste m we would be the first to go after that system .  We have not 
been so satisfied w ith respect to the operation of the block grant funding syste m  over the 
past two or three years, i t  is true; i t  has beco m e  a form of poli tical foo tball to be used 
pri marily at election ti me and then forgo tten in between by a n umber of people, of whom I 
must  say I do not believe m y  honourable friend was one of the most ou tspoken. But I m ust 
say, Sir ,  that the matter is receiving consideration by Mr. Justice Em m e tt Hall and as and 
when we could be satisfied that a better system for the people of Manitoba could be devised 
by the federal govern ment, then we would of course be seeking that better syste m. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber forinkster wi th a final supplem entary. 

M R. GREEN: Yes,  Mr. Speaker, just so that the record is clear , I have n ever blamed 
the Conservatives in this area. I have always blamed the Liberals for e m asculating and 
ruining this program,  n ot the Conservatives. 

Now I ask ,  Mr. Speaker, w ill the First Minister also reverse the Fund Blocking Program 
that his govern men t  has insti tuted , vis-a-vis the City of W innipeg ,  and go back to the posi tion 
where the province and the ci ty are full cost-sharing partners in certain programs which are 
consistent wi th the mutual interests of bo th the residents of the City of W inni peg, as 
residents and as citizens of the Province of Manitoba? 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable First Minister. 

M R. LYO N: Mr. Speaker ,  again my honourable friend, I think, is carried away w i th a form 
o f  structure rather than wi th the good sense that lies b ehind the s tructure. 

In the case of block grant funding for the C i ty of Winnipeg, that was done w i th the full 
concurrence of the Council of the City of W innipeg - i f  not full, a majority concurrence - ana 
the average payments being received toaay, Mr. Speaker, by the C i ty of  Winnipeg and 
benefi ttea ulti mately through to the ratepayers, are greater than ever before, under any 
seriati m grant syste m that was used by all previous administrations prior to the block grant 
syste m .  So i f  m y  honourable friena is suggesting that we should go back to a system that 
would give less support to the C i ty of Winnipeg, our answer is ''no". 

MR . S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for St. Boni face on a point of order. 

M R. DffiJAR DINS: T he First Minister made a sta te ment here that the former 
government , of whi ch I was the Minister of Health at  the ti me,  agreed to the OloC!k funding . 
Just to set the record straight, this is not correct. The block funaing was requested by 
Alberta, Ontario and B.C., and Manitoba aid not agree. We had to accept it because we had 
no al ternative. 

M R. SPE AKER: T he Honourable First Minister. 

MR.  L YON: Mr. Speaker, on the point of oraer. I a m  quite happy to accept m y  
honourable friend's recollection a t  this moment. I am happy t o  accept i t  because I know that 
i t  is in direct contravention wi th wha t his Pre mier was saying at that ti me.  
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M R. DES JAR DINS: Mr. Speaker, the  block funding was decided a t  a meeting of  
Ministers of  Health and m y  First Minister wasn't there at  the ti me.  

M R. SPE AK ER: Order. Order please. The Honourable Government House Leader. 

M R. M ERCIER: Mr. Speaker, this is Question P eriod , if I may kinaly note. 
--{Interjection)--

M R. SPE AK ER: Order please. Order please. Did the H onourable Me mber for St. 
Boni face have a point of  order? 

The Honourable Me mber for St. Boniface. 

M R. DES JAR DINS: I am on a poin t  of order , Mr. Speaker , and this is what I was 
speaking to. 

MR. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Rock Lake. 

MR.  HENRY J. EIN ARSON: Mr. Speaker, I direct this question to the Minister of 
Finance who is also responsible for Mines and Energy , and m y  question is very brief and to the 
point: Does the Minister agree wi th the conserva tion of energy in this province ? 

M R. SPE AK ER: T he Honourable Minister of Finance. 

HO N. DONALD W. CRAIK (Riel): Mr. Speaker, despite the fact that I think I'm 
perhaps answering a leading q uestion, the answer would be, generally yes. 

M R .  EIN ARSON: Mr. S peaker, I have a second question whi ch I would like to direct to 
the Minister of Public Works and, I believe, Government  Services. It pertains to the revolving 
doors to the n orth side of this building tha t have not been in operation for about a week and a 
half, and I am getting some com plaints fro m  some of the civil servants who are e m ployed 
here. Parti cularly a day l ike today i t 's ra ther si gni fi cant when, Mr. Speaker, I direct m y  eyes 
to the gallery of your guests and w ould l ike to feel that the civil servants in this b uilding 
would be as much a t  home as the people who are enjoying the wea ther in B. C. And I ask the 
Minister of Public Works i f  he's prepared to do someth ing about the repairing o f  those 
revolving doors? 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Government Ser vices. 

HO N. HARRY J. EN NS (Lakeside): Mr. Speaker, perhaps i f  the doors w ere revolving I 
wouldn't have the problem. 

I can also indi cate to h i m  that I ge t a s imilar co mplaint like that from the First Minister 
just about every m orn ing tha t he walks in and finds those doors not working. 

The truth of the matter is that we have diffi culty with the nature of the heavy doors just 
being too large for the li ghter auto mated equipment that was installed some ti me ago, and we 
are looking at a di fferent operation for those doors. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Churchill. 

MR. JA Y CO W AN: That is myself I presume, Mr. Speaker. Thank you for recognizing 
me. 

My question is to the Minister of Labour. Can the Minister confirm that a telephone 
s urvey of ex-Swift w orkers showed that less than 10 percent of the 243 respondan ts to that 
survey were e m ployed ei ther on a full-ti me or a part-ti me basis as of m id-January? 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Labour. 

HO N. KEN Mac MASTER (Thompson): I can't confir m ,  Mr. Speaker , the details of the 
survey that took place in mid-January. If the member would like me to ge t hi m some 
up-to-date or relevant fi gures as they relate to today, I'd b e  quite willing to  try and provide 
that infor ma tion. 
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M R, COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker . Well, I certainly had hoped that the Minister 
would take the opportunity to provide any updated information tha t he has. 

In the mean ti me, a supplementawry to the Minister. Can the Minister confir m that both 
governmen t  representatives and union representa tives on the Joint Manpower Aojustment  
Com mi ttee have reporteo and I quote: "that there is consiOerable Oi fficulty in establishing 
the require ments" - and that is the e m ploy m en t  requirem en ts - "of Canaoa Packers", and they 
state further that there is a need, "to encourage Canada Packers to e m ploy Swifts workers 
ra ther than untrained personnel", and can the Minister indicate what action his department  is 
taking to investigate these very serious allegations that w ould leao one to believe that 
Canada Packers is not doing all that it can to e m ploy laid-off Swi fts workers ano is not 
e mploying those workers to a signifi cant degree? 

M R. Mac M ASTER: Mr. Speaker, I can confirm that,  as Minister of Labour in the 
Province of Manitoba, I am not in a position to co mpel any e mployer to employ any particular 
people. 

I can give the assurance to the me mber opposite that our gover n ment officials have done 
what I consioer an adm irable job, working wi th the union and the manage ment , as i t  relates to 
relocating and retraining ano finding jobs for the people at the particular plant. It isn't over 
yet,  Mr. Speaker, there are still in the neighbourhooO . • • And in the next few days I'll be in 
m y  Esti mates so we can have a more accurate figure, b ut for the information for the Me mber 
for Churchill, there are still in the nei ghbourhood of approxi mately 100 people - and I say that 
approxi mately because it m ight be down or up today - who we have not been successful in 
getting em ployment  for or, e m ploym ent  that we have found for the m ,  they w ere not 
parti cularly pleased with i t  for geographic  or financial reasons. 

But we are continuing to work wi th the e m ployees. We have jus t recently establisheo , and 
I think i t's to a great deal of creOi t to our P ension Com mission people, that all people who 
worked w i th that parti cular plant - not just 15 years and over as the ori ginal posi tion was - all 
people w ill be getting vesting r ights as it relates to their pension. I think our P ension 
Com mission people deserve a trem enoous amount of creoit for the work they have done in 
this area. 

MR. SPE AK ER: The Honourable Me mber for C hurchill with a final supplementary. 

M R. COW AN :  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Well, I believe that m os t  of the civil 
servants, who did work on this co mmi ttee, oo deserve that hand fro m  the people of this 
province and from the Legislature. Unfortunately , they have had to deal wi th a governm ent  
that has blocked the m  a t  di fferent step; during the  whole process. 

Can the Minister confirm that the joint Manpow er Adjustment Com mi ttee of the Swift 
Canadian Company Li m i ted and the Canadian Food and Allied Workers Local, P 2 1 9 ,  has 
ceased holding regular meetings and that a final report of that com mi t tee is currently being 
prepared, and can the Min ister indicate what role this com mi ttee will play in the placement 
of these still unem ployed Swift workers of  who m he says there are at least , or approxi mately , 
1 0 0  as of the present date. 

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Minister of Labour. 

M R. Mac M ASTER: So me day, Mr. Speaker, I suppose, me mbers that stand up and 
m ake irresponsible sta te ments are going to have to sort of pay the price for that. The 
com ments about our government  standing in the way of the particular workers, I don't think 
they can find a parti cular worker that w ould agree w ith that concept. Certainly the Union 
does not agree w i th that concept, Mr. Speaker, and I think the Union in this particular case 
speaks for the people, not  the Me mber for C hurchill. 

Mr. Speaker, we are still working wi th the particular people, we are still working w i th the 
Union. All the people that are n ot, at the present working, are registered w i th Canada 
Manpower and we'll continue dialogue wi th all the parties that are involved. I should say, Mr. 
Speaker, w e've had good dialogue w i th the actual people involved in the plant. There is a 
breakdown when you get to people such as the Me mber for Churchlll who hasn't had too much 
experience working in plants or with unions. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Wolseley. 
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MR. ROBERT G. WILSON: I have a question to the Minister of Economic 
Development. Does the Minister consider it  fair, in li ght of  the doo m and gloom from the 
m e mbers opposi te and the pessi mistic Me mber for St. Johns, of w i thholding m ajor expansion 
announce ments in the a erospace industry , such as possibly Boeing and Westinghouse, and what 
i t  means to Manitoba? 

M R. SPE AK ER: The Honourable Minister of Economic Development. 

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if I could ask the honourable me mber to 
clarify what he means by the w ithholding of  announce ments, I'm not clear on what 
announcem en ts w ere wi thheld. 

M R. WILSON: Mr. Speaker ,  certain people from Seattle clai m that Boeing is moving 
equipment and techni cians to Winni peg. Is i t  a fact that , a Union informant told me that 
Westinghouse is working on two stages of expansion for 1982 and 19 84, and a machinist told 
me that Air Canada is m oving back i ts maintenance equipment to Winnipeg from Montreal. 

M R. JOHNSTO N: Mr. Speaker, as it was announced previously, and i t  was in the 
paper, that Boeing expanded their manufacturing facili ties in Mani toba, in the Constituency 
of Sturgeon Creek; I m ight also say that in that expansion there has been a large a mount of  
equipment  tha t has been purchased , to  be supplied in  that plant,  whi ch is  a very high 
tech nology equipment. Air Canada, i t  was announced qui te a long ti me ago that Air Canada 
planned to do m ore of their maintenance w ork in the Province of Mani toba. And as far as 
Westinghouse is concerned, as the honourable me mbers know, the Department  of  Economic 
Development has s ort of  labelled elec troni c research, elec tronic development, electronics 
generally, as the area that the Province of Manitoba should be really looking into and we are 
dealing wi th all corn pan ies involved in that industry. 

M R. SPEAK ER: T he Honourable Me mber for Wolseley w i th a final supplementary. 

M R .  WILS O N :  Then, Mr. Speaker, in li ght of the charges of the Me mber for St. Johns 
of the massive out-migration, could the Min ister give us a guessti mate of approxi mately how 
many new jobs will be created and what it m eans to the econo m y  of Mani toba. 

M R. JOHNSTO N: Mr. Speaker, I would be making, as the honourable member says, a 
"guessti mate" if I w ere to give an answ er today. I think i t  would be possible to ge t the exact 
n umbers as far as Boeing and Air Canada are concerned, b ut as far as the Westinghouse or 
o ther elec troni cal com panies are concerned that wouldn't be possible. I can only say that the 
DREE grants alone in the Province of Manitoba last year created 2,000 jobs. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for Transcona. 

M R. WILSON PARASIU K: My question is directed to the Minister of Finance. In view 
of the fact that the record number of house m ortgage foreclosures is being caused in part by 
house owners being forced to renew five-year closed m or tgages at these atrociously high 
rates, would the Minister indicate i f  the govern m en t  will bring in legisla tion requiring 
mortgage financing institutions to allow people renewing mortgages at this ti me to refinance 
those m ortgages when the rates fall wi thou t having to pay a penalty ? 

M R. SPEAK ER: T he Honourable Minister of Finance. 

M R. CRAIK: Well, Mr. Speaker, this general question was addressed earlier in the 
question per iod and i f  you want to deal speci fi cally w i th this question I think that, first of all, 
we can all agree that w e  want to see as much action taken as fast as possible across the 
country in this regard. It's a problem that affects not only Manitoba, i t  affects all of Canada 
and requ ires federal a ttention. And certainly the me mber is right and that on the 
re-financing, on the renewal of terms on mortgages, is where peopl e  are falling into 
substantial di fficulty at the present ti me. There are some tem porary m easures that can be 
taken and are being taken by people who are caught in that trap, n evertheless, i t  isn't getting 
around some of the s erious proble ms that still exist. 
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But, Mr. Speaker , to repeat, the problem is one that is national in scope and is going to 
have to be faced i m mediately by the national govern ment pri marily. 

MR. SPE AKER: The H onourable Me mber for Transcona w i th a supplementary. 

M R. PARASIUK :  Yes, Mr. Speaker, the question that I raised was not raised 
previously in question period, and I ask specifically of the Minister, is the government going 
to bring in legislation whi ch w ill enable people renewing m ortgages not to be penalized by 
mor tgage-lending insti tutions by being locked into a five-year mortgage which is closed and 
which requires them to pay a monstrous penalty i f  they try an a  refinance that m ortgage when 
the interest rates drop. Will the govern ment bring in such legislation on behalf of the 
homeowners instead of protecting the m ortgage-lenaing insti tutions? 

M R. SPEAKER: T he Honourable Minister of Finance. 

M R. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, that question is s trictly hy pothetical. It is in fact, Mr. 
Speaker, the options referred to are ones that are generally available at the present ti me and 
are not at the root of the problem .  

M R. SPEAKER: Order please. The hour for question period having expired, w ith the 
agreement of the House, we can let the me mber have a final supplem en tary . 

INTR ODUCTIO N  O F  GUESTS 

Be fore we proceed, I should like to draw the honourable me mbers' a ttention to the 
Speaker's gallery we have the Mayor of V ictoria, His Worship Bill Tindall; Helen Beirness, 
President of the Festival Society; Mr. Mel Cooper, past president of the Victoria Cha mber of 
Com merce; Jill McGuffie,  Chairman of the Victoria Flower Fest; and Barry Riebeck, m ember 
of the Victoria Chamber of Com m erce. 

On behalf of the members we welcome you here this afternoon. 

T HRON E S PEECH DEBATE 

M R. SPEAKER: On the proposed motion of the H onourable Me mber for River Heights 
and the a m endment  m oved by the Honourable Leader of the Opposi tion and further a m endea 
by the Hon ourable Me mber for Inkster. 

The Honourable Me mber for Springfiela has 32 m inutes. 

M R. ROBERT ANDERSON: Mr. Speaker , i t  is my pleasure to resume m y  contribution 
to the Throne Debate. However, before I do that I wish to bring greetings to this Thirty-first 
Legislature fro m  the Twenty-sixth Session of the Springfield Youth Parlia ment. This past 
weekend, young people from the rural municipali ty of Springfiela ga th ered in the village of 
Oakbank to debate five bills which were presented by their Minis ters. The activi ties 
consisted of the Throne Speech, the debate on their bills, the them e  address, a banquet w ell 
a ttended by the com munity, and finally, an interdenominational church service conducted by 
the young people the mselves. 

It is with pride that I report on the successful com pletion of their Twenty-sixth session 
for I have been involved in one way or another w i th virtually all of those 26 sessions. All of 
us can take some pride in the calibre of our young people, and I never fail to be a mazed as I 
watch the progress of Springfield's parli men tarians fro m one year to the next. 

I m ust  draw a comparison between our H ouse and that of the Springfield Youth 
Parliam ent. I notice, and this is n o  reflection on you, Mr. Speaker, but the Youth Parlia ment  
seems to  have far fewer procedural wrangles and disruptions than this one. Perhaps our 
young people have a greater respect for authority and tradi tion than this generation gives 
the m  credi t for . rve no reservations about the younger generation following in our footsteps, 
Mr. Speaker. They are already far aheaa of us. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here to discuss the Speech fro m  the Throne. I wish to congratulate 
the Me mber for River Heights on his fine aadress in m oving the adoption of that fine 
docu ment.  His speech indicates that the n ew Me mber for River Heigh ts brings to this House 
the sam e  high standard tha t has been characteristi c  of all the Me mbers for River Heigh ts. I 
look forwara to serving for many years as his caucus colleague and he w ill have much to offer 
to his cottsti tuency, to his caucus, to his House ana to the people of Mani toba. 
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Mr.  Speaker, I also extend congratulations to the Me mber for Emerson on his fine address 
in seconding the Motion. I had ori ginally intended to apologize for the s trong language he  
used in describing s ome of the agricultural policies of the former Minister of Agriculture and 
their appl ica tion, however, upon discussion wi th so m e  of my farm er consti tuents who 
suggested that the ter ms aired on the s ide of discretion, I have had to reconsider my position. 
After all, Mr. Speaker, the Me mber for Em erson and o thers in this House, m yself included, 
owe some of their electoral success in 1977 to the former Minister of Agriculture. 

I must inform the Leader of the Opposition and the Me mber for Inkster that I'll be unable 
to support their amendments to the motion by the Me mber for River Heights.  

Me mbers opposite have suggested in the ir re marks that the Throne Speech is  a worthless, 
trivial document. Upon exa mination, however, I find that qui te the opposite is the case. Mr. 
Speaker, I found the Throne Speech to be an appropriate docum en t  by a govern ment  at the 
midpoint of i ts first mandate. It is a ti me for reviewing the com m i tment  made to the people 
of Mani toba; i t  is a ti me for review ing the progress to date; and a ti me to outline the steps 
proposed to fulfill those obligations. Mr . Speaker, these three steps are in the Throne Speech 
and I am proud to speak in favour of i t .  

Mr. Speaker, some two years ago m y  government gave a com mi tment  to the people of  
Mani toba to  begin to restore the ability of our Mani toba people to corn pete wi thin the 
national economy. In addi tion, m y  governement  undertook to manage the operations of 
govern ment prudently so that Mani tobans would not bear an undue burden of taxation. The 
people of Manitoba are n ow bearing taxation levels that are co mparable to the l evels of 
taxation i m posed in o ther provinces. The s m all business tax rate has been reduced , the 
succession duties and gift taxes have been re moved, and the corporate capi tal tax has been 
adjusted to the benefi t  of our s m all businesses. The governm en t  has re moved i tself fro m 
large and s mall business enterprises throughout the province; i t  has removed i tself from the 
forced partnerships in the m ining industry; and of parti cular i m portance to my consti tuency , 
there is no longer a state farm program here in Manitoba. In other words, Mr . Speaker, m y  
govern men t  has rem oved i tself from those sectors of our daily li fe where, in m y  opinion and 
in the opinion I believe of m ost Manitobans, governments should not be. 

These meas ures and o thers, Mr. Speaker, now mean that the people of Mani toba can grow 
and invest and prosper without feeling the heavy oppressive hand of govern ment as was the 
case when my friends opposite formed the govern m ent.  The Leader of the Opposi tion in his 
contribution to this debate seems to feel that Manitoba has a sick econony, and that the 
major export of a Tory Mani toba is people. A qui ck examina tion of the facts proves that such 
is not the case. Statisti cs Canada tells us that fro m  1 9 69 to 1977  the average out- migration 
from this province was 34 ,643 people on an annual basis; fro m 1977 to 1979,  the average 
out-m igration was 3 3,333 people. There have been less people leaving the province on an 
annual basis d uring the last two years than left during each year of the adm inistration the 
Leader of the Opposition was part of. 

Let us look at the s o-called sick economy. What about jobs? Be tween 1977 and 1 9 7 9  
em ployment increased fro m 429,000 t o  452,000 , a n  increase of  so m e  2 3 ,000 jobs. What about 
their wonderful administration? Fro m  1 9 7 4  to 1977  e m ployment rose fro m  4 19 ,000 to 
429 ,000 , an average increase of so m e  2,500 jobs per year. That is qui te a difference, Mr. 
Speaker, fro m  an average increase of 2 ,500 jobs, under their administration, to an average of 
well over 1 1 ,000 jobs per year under a sound Tory adm inistration. And further m ore, those 
jobs are in the productive, disciplined pr ivate sector and are not government make-work jobs, 
hardly I suggest , the sym pto m of a si ck economy.  

Mr . Speaker , let  us  exa mine the conference board projections for Mani toba as com pared to 
the national average. Agriculture is expected to go up  9 .9 percent as com pared to 3.2 
percent nationally; Mining, up 7 .7 percent as compared to 5 .3  nationally, Manufacturing, up 
2.4 percent com pared to -2.9 percent nationally; and u tili ties up 5.6 percent com pared to 3.5 
percent nationally.  Does that sound l ike a feeble, ailing economy? I think not, Mr. Speaker. 

The Leader of the Opposi tion in his prononouncem ents of real and i magined proble ms wi th 
the Manitoba economy reminds me of the lifelong hypochondriac who died a t  the age of 9 6. 
The inscription on his headstone read, "See, I told you I was sick."  Mani toba's econom y  will 
continue i ts steady growth contrary to the pronounce ments of the Leader of the Opposition. 

That brings me to the third com mi tment. Now that Mani tobans and their econom y  have 
the ability to compete nationally, and indeed, internationally; and now that government's 
burden on the taxpayers of Mani toba has been brought to a m ore acceptable level m y  
government can now turn i ts attention to further encourage ment o f  economic growth and to 
the enhancem ent  of  the social servi ces available to all our people. 
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I would take a few mo ments to catalogue some of those measures in  the Throne Speech 
that fulfill that third com mi t m ent,  to encourage the econo mic growth that all sound 
economies rely on to provide the funds for the people programs my govern ment will provide. 
For exam ple, create the Mani toba energy au thori ty to provide for , a mong o ther things, 
pl�ning and supply monitoring, as well as expanding the export marketing of our hydro 
u tility. Once those marke ts are secured , orderly expansion of our generating capacity can 
occur. 

All of us are aware of the benefi ts to Manitoba's economy of resuming hydro 
construction. However, just as the people in Alberta are not drilling oil w ells and building 
refineries for the sake of jobs but to produce a com modi ty for which there is a market, so our 
hydro construction must  be geared to the market opportuni ties. 

My gover nment will continue the work begun in striving towards substantial i m pr ovements 
in the grain handling system .  In an agriculture-based econom y such as ours, any i m prove m ent  
in  the ability to  service our grain markets has a far-reaching benefi t to all sectors. 

My governm ent's com mi t m ent to m ini m ize the disruption to the agricultural sector of 
rail-line abandonment w ill be well received throughou t  Mani toba. By an accident of  
geograghy , my consti tuency is  served fro m end to end by  two main lines, so we are not 
directly affected by rail-line abandon ment. However, m ost  rural people understand the 
poss ible disruptions and support the argu men ts put forward last Friday so ably by the Minister 
of Highways. 

I will also catalogue a few of the people programs I referred to earlier. 
Mr. Speaker, the me mbers opposite seem to have some concern about this governm ent's 

com mi tment  to medi cal services. Surely the Throne Speech and the announce ments by the 
Minister of Health are seen by Mani tobans as evidence of our com mi t m ent.  

The continued development of  the Seven Oaks H ospi tal and of  the Health Sciences C entre 
hardly indicates a governm ent  wi th no concern for medical s ervices. 

The announced program of b uilding and renovating of rural hospi tals and personal care 
hom es  will be well regarded by Mani toba's people. 

The revised doctors' fee schedule is an appropr ia te step  in ensuring the continued h igh 
standard of medical s ervice in Manitoba. 

As you can see, Mr. Speaker, this govern ment is com mi tted to continued economic growth 
and to continue enhanced service to all our people. Tha:;e measures have been well 
documented in the Throne Speech and I will be very pleased to support i ts adoption. Thank 
you. 

M R. SPEAK ER: T he H onourable Me mber for Wellington. 

M R. BRIAN CORRIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. It's a great honour and pleasure once 
again, Mr. Speaker, to be able to partici pa te in the Throne Speech Debate in this Assembly. 

As a pre fatory to m y  rem arks, whi ch w ill of course be m ore specific and deal d irectly wi th 
the Throne Speech, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the recently elected 
me mbers of the Asse mbly on the ir addi tion to our ranks. Directing m y  re m arks to two of m y  
form er colleagues, b oth o f  whom I had the pleasure of  s i tting with as colleagues on the 
W inni peg Ci ty Council, I would say that once again I look forw ard to hearing from them ,  to 
sharing w ith the m  the experience of public parti cipation in this H ouse. 

I might say that , if I m i gh t  reflect on what I've learned in the past three years of service, I 
m i gh t  say that I would pass on to the m  the senti ment that i t  is i m portant that w e  not direct 
ourselves to our differences bu t rather, in the exercise and conduct of our duties , look to 
what we share in com mon, in  order to provide a supportive base for decision-making. And I 
say that because although often this Asse mbly and this foru m is used as an antagonistic 
platform for poli ti cal debate, very often bordering on diatribe and r hetoric,  there are, I think, 
certain constructive elem en ts  to the format which underscore the i m portance of l iberal 
de mocracy. 

In order to e mphasize that point,  Mr. Speaker, I would say that during the Me mber for 
River Heights' speech I couldn't help but think that we shared many things, not only past 
histories on Winnipeg City Council but youths spent, obviously, in the north ena. I enjoyed his 
recollection, as w ell, of the area whi ch he represents. I m i ght say that I <lid enjoy i t  because 
for some years I lived in that area an<l I could also appreciate his feelings for i t  an<l his 
understanding and em pa thy for i ts people. It should be s tressed and accentuated tha t very 
many fine individuals , not n ecessarily all elites, do live in River Heights,  and he's quite 
correct. 
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W i th respect to  the Me mber for Fort Rouge, I can say that not  only do  we share former 
recordS as councillors but I know tha t she's m arried to a lawyer, and once again there is som e  
connection insofar as I have occasion to deal w i th her husband fro m  ti me to ti me and we've 
always enjoyed very good relat1ons that certainly have transcended any poli ti cal aifferences 
there may be. 

I also, I suppose, should mention that all three newly elected m embers would appear to 
have grave responsibility cast upon their shoulders insofar as all three of them ,  I think qui te 
fairly, h ave replaced exceptional me mbers of this H ouse, one of the m  today has joined the 
ranks of the Federal Cabinet. But I think in all three cases, three different party me mbers, 
but n evertheless all three were fine contributors to this H ouse and all made a substantial 
contribution to the affairs of this province. 

As well, Mr. Speaker, prefatory to my re marks directed to the Throne Speech, I would 
welco me the n ew Deputy Clerk, who si ts wi th us today. I would indi cate that I welco m e  hi m .  
I look for ward t o  working fro m  hi m.  I know hi m as a colleague at the Bar.  I can say that I 
have grea t respect for his abili ties, his skills , his capacity shown in tha t regard and I'm sure 
that in the fine tradition of his fa mily he w ill serve this H ouse w ell in the future. So I look 
forw ard to learning and growing w i th hi m in the upco ming years. 

Mr. Speaker , as you are aware, m y  responsibilities in this H ouse and this session will be 
wi th respect to the areas of  urban affairs and housing. I had the honour of  being asked by m y  
leader to steward the cri ti cs  portfol io with respect to those two areas and I can tell you that I 
dia so wi th som e  relish and appeti te, Mr. Speaker. Having served on Winni peg Ci ty Council 
for three years, parti ci pa ted not only with the n ew members, as I've cited, b ut also the 
Honourable Minister of Urban Affairs in that forum ,  I can tell you tha t  recently I have had, 
and I think we have all had, reason to beco me alarmed and concerned about the si tuation that 
presents in that field . 

So, Mr. Speaker, today I will not a tte m pt to direct m y  re marks to the full totality of the 
Throne Speech Address bu t ra ther I w ill isolate the m and deal m ore speci fi cally w i th the 
recom mendations and representations made with respect to urban affairs and housing. 

I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that I think all me mbers of this House who emanate from the 
City of Winnipe g  are sharing a co m mon concern about the city. I think all of us have, o f  
course,  had occasion to see the recently developed statisti cs about Winnipeg's grow th and 
growth patterns and I think there has been good reason, in reviewing those statistics, to 
concern oneself wi th the future of our city. 

I can tell you that although the pa ttern of growth ,  parti cularly economic growth ,  in this 
cit y  has no t been spectacular, and whi ch seemed to be leading to some cynicis m on the part 
of many people. I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that I, for one, a m  an opti mist. r m  n ot a foolish 
opti m ist in the sense that I think W innipeg can become,  in the next 10 or 1 5  or 20 years, a 
Calgary or a Toronto; but I am an opti mist in the sense that I'm not sure that Winnipeg has to 
becom e  a Toronto or a Calgary in order for i ts  ci tizens to enjoy a full quality of  li fe. I think 
that working w ithin the confines of slow growth we can reasonably expect many benefi ts to 
be derived from that particular si tuation as w ell. 

Bu t I think, Mr . Speaker, i t  is i mportant to exa mine some of the areas of decline in order 
that we can assess what sort of  strategies the govern ment  should be developing in order to 
address the mselves to the problems of slow growth that are presenting the mselves to the 
Winnipeg urban economy. 

Mr.  Speaker, I was alarmed, for instance, to realize, and somewhat shocked to find out 
that in areas - and I'll perhaps refer to som e  statisti cal data - in areas where Winnipeg had 
previously enjoyed a major sector of the C anadian economy, and as an exa m ple, the areas of 
transport and com muni ca tion, that while e m ployment was up in Canada by 21 percent from 
the years 19 5 7  to  1 9 7 6, in  Winnipeg i t  declined by  1 5  percent, a gap of  3 6  percent. That's not 
necess arily, Mr. Speaker, the respons ibility of any one govern m ent  but, Mr. Speaker, i t 's 
something that w e  all deplore and i t's someth ing that w e  must address ourselves to. 

In the area of trade, wholesale and retail trade, statisti cs derived from the Greater 
Winnipeg Development Plan Review indicate that although the e m ployment in this country 
was up by 80 percent in the last twenty years, in Winnipeg i t  only rose 33 percent , a gap of 47 
percent as betw een the growth enjoyed in the urban areas of our country generally and that 
experienced in the W innipeg m ilieu. 

In the areas of finance, insurance and real estate - an area which at  one ti me I think 
Winnipeg helo a supre me ascendency in because of our very s trong grain trade - e m ploym en t  
for C anada was up 1 0 3  percent i n  those twenty years, only 61  percent i n  Winnipeg, a gap of 42  
percent. 
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Well, Mr. Speaker, I aon't want to be negative in aaaress ing m yself to these concerns but I 
can say that i t  is alarm ing, that we must take note of the m ,  ana I think we must ask why? 
Ana, Mr. Speaker, i t  seems to me that the reasons for the aecline are real economic 
constraints, I don't think they w ill magi cally disappear. I think we can all accept the fact 
that our rivals in o ther provinces have now assumed the ri ghtful responsibility of producing 
their own goods and ser vices for their own citizens. We're no longer servicing the so-called 
hinterland of western Canada. Now Alberta and Saskat chewan ana Bri tish Colu mbia have 
taken their rightful place in the economy of this nation in that regard. 

Also, Mr. Speaker, W innipeg is not enjoying the benefi ts of corporate concentration as are 
Toronto ana Montreal and the Alberta ci ties. The corporate sector has directed i tself, 
oriented i tself, to the larger centres ana W innipeg, of course, is suffering shortfalls as a 
result of that. Ana probably most i mportant, Mr. Speaker, the massive resource development 
projects in western Canada have of course grea tly strengthened the o ther urban economies to 
the detri ment of Winnipeg. 

Unfortunately, our capi tal, the capi tal that sustained our economy's expansion in the early 
years of this city , is now being airectea to o ther western centres. We are in fact 
experiencing a capi tal outflow in defi ci t that far exceeds the outflow ana out-migration of 
our po pulation. Ana this, Mr. Speaker, is a very s erious proble m which must  be aaaressea. 

On this point, I m ust say, Mr. Speaker , that I think we should look at some of the figures 
aevelopea by a Winnipeg econom ist, Mr. Davia Young who, I think, is known to me mbers of 
this Ass embly. Mr. Young is by no means a partisan political player but I aon't think that 
anybody would represent that he was a member of any left-oriented faction. I think 
philosophically he woula describe hi mself as being a s mall 'c' conservative ana certainly a 
s m all 'c' conservor. Now Mr. Young, in developing his study , he aia I think an excellent 
i mpact stuay last year , on the question of the effect of energy prices on the Winnipeg ana 
Mani toba economy,  the question of capi tal out flow to Alberta's energy productive econom y  
indi ca ted that i n  ten years i t  was to b e  expected that Winnipeg's energy bill was going to 
double. Ana that, Mr. Speaker, is on a household by household basis. He postulateo that an 
energy whi ch tooay is set a t  approxi mately $500 million will reach the figure of $1 billion by 
1 990. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is cause for grave concern. Mr. Young's stuoy tells us that rather 
than spending S2 ,700 per household on energy consum ption - ano that includes a1rect ana 
indirect consum ption, Mr . Speaker, - he suggested that we will be spending something in the 
oraer of twice that in the year 1990. Ana that, Mr. Speaker, is going to have a very dramatic 
i mpact on the way Winnipeggers live ana the way Winnipeggers perceive their qual i ty of l ife. 

I think som e  of the statistics he prov1aea are very illustrative of that point, Mr. Speaker. 
He derived some aata based on 2.5 percent real growth in incomes, which I think we would all 
agree after inflation is very strong, very very bullish grow th, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Young founa 
that on that basis ana that basis alone would there be any real growth in the actual take home 
pay accorded to Winnipe g  residents. That, Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that Winnipeg has 
not for some ti me enjoyeo that sort of growth beyond ana over inflation is again reason for 
grave concern. 

Mr. Young says, ana I quote, Mr. Speaker, from his report, he says: " If real inco mes grow 
by only 1 . 2 5  percent , as opposed to 2.5 per year, then after energy consum ption constant 
incomes will decline by $886 over ten years. If there is no real growth in incomes" ana, Mr. 
Speaker, the reality is that of course address es the si tuation as i t  now is. He says, " that 
personal inco mes per household, after energy costs, w ill go down by $3,4 1 1  in ten years." 

Now, Mr. Speaker, tha t  is cause for I think s erious pause ana concern. It's a very grave 
presenti ment and preaiction that Mr. Young makes, ana Mr. Young, as I said, is not the sort  of 
person who would be inclined to give cause for alarm if he aian't feel it was necess ary. 

At Page 50  of h is report Mr. Young s u m m arizes his findings as follows: he says ana I quote, 
"In short the probably scenarios all indicate a aecaae in which personal income per household 
could be expected to decline perhaps by an amount in the n eighbourhood of $1 ,500.00." 

Mr. Speaker, we are obviously going to have to look to ways to a m eliorate that si tuation. 
We're going to have to ana here w e  depend on provincial/ur ban ini tiatives to provide us with 
antidotes for the slow grow th si tuation which we w ill be experiencing in conjunction wi th the 
continued appreciation ana inflation of energy costs. 
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Now, Mr . Speaker , I would suggest, and I have suggested before, that it is absolutely 
i m perative that if anything substantive is to be done in this regard that there be a 
restructuring of revenue-sharing arrange ments between the feaeral and provincial 
governments. Later on I will deal wi th the question of the restructuring of the 
revenue-sharing arrange ments between the provincial ana the civic govern ments but I think 
before I reach that point in my address, Mr. Speaker, I would indicate that some thing must be 
done, and I would stress, Mr . Speaker, that nothing was mentioned in this regard in the Throne 
Speech, to deal wi th this very i m portant problem .  

Mr. Speaker , i t  is clear and i t's obvious I think to all persons in this province that a 
disproportionate amount of capi tal is being allowed to out flow fro m our boundaries and 
borders. 

Mr. Speaker , I think the statistic is, and I don't quote it with any precision or certa inty, 
but I think gen erally I can say tha t 2 5  cents on every en ergy dollar finas i ts way to Alberta. 
Now,  Mr . Speaker , what w e're doing, in effect, is we're subsidizing a boom economy in a 
province that is enjoying a very healthy aggress ive economic cli mate at the expense of our 
own people. We can't afford that, Mr. Speaker . It is si mply intolerable, i t's inequitable and 
i t's unjust. There is no reason why this economy - whi ch is inaeea today , unfortunately it 's 
regrettable but i t  is a w eak sister economy, in the confederation of our country - should be 
sustaining such a strong econom y  as Alberta's. 

In order to attain redress I would encourage the Minister of Urban Affairs and his 
counterparts to make strenuous efforts to reform the current federal/provincial 
revenue-shar ing agreements and arrange ments; i t's absolutely i mperative. Otherwise, Mr . 
Speaker, we're going to continue cycli cal decline on an unprecedentea basis in the next 
decade. 

Also, Mr . Speaker , I would encourage the govern ment to do something realistic ana real in 
buffering the high i m pacts of energy by providing alternatives, particularly I think, by 
continuing the development of hydro; by making serious atte mpts to beco me a net exporter of 
hydro-electri c en ergy and using this as a foundation for economic growth in our province. I 
think, Mr . Speaker , this is absolutely i mperative and essential and I think that although 
plati tudes appear in the Throne Speech we have ye t to hear anything agam substantive in this 
regard from the govern ment in the last three years. 

We must, Mr. Speaker, have som e  redress of the current si tuation. I know currently we're 
still sell ing energy to the United States industrial areas for something l ik e  half the cost of 
what it costs Mani tobans, and that to me, Mr. Speaker, see ms somewhat wrong. I know i t's an 
interruptible service that bears that sort of tariff, but it seems to me, Mr . Speaker , that 
there's some thing wrong wi th providing windfall energy to Am eri can industry ess entially 
subsidized by our taxpayers. 

Also, Mr. Speaker, ana most i mportant perhaps of all, we must in this province fight for a 
national industrial strategy so that Winnipeg is given a place in the sun. It 's absolutely 
i m perative, given the fact that we're not in a do minant independent position, that recogni tion 
be given by the govern m en ts of Alberta and Saskatchewan, and the govern men t  resident in 
Ottawa, that Manitoba does deserve special treatment. Manitoba should not be accorded 
anything but special status. In fairness there are certain proble ms whi ch are ende mic to this 
economy. We all know it because most of us parti cipate in the economy on one level or 
ano ther; we know that we're not in a com peti t ive posi tion and, Mr. Speaker, the only way we 
can redress this problem is by  h aving a national economic strategy that w ill recognize these 
deficiencies and obtain a sort  of parity as be tween Mani toba ana i ts stronger bro thers and 
sisters. 

Perhaps the other thing we have to do, in addressing m yself to the quality of l ife, is we 
have to be m ore posi tive in our thinking and , as I said before, we have to be m ore realistic m 

our outlook. I'm sorry to say that many of us, unfortunately, fail to realize the benefi ts of 
l iving in a place l ike Winni peg. There is negativis m ,  cynicism that is no t really responsive to 
the true qual ity of l ife in this ci ty and I would, in this regard, address people in this Assembly, 
and throughout the province, to l iving condi tions of our native people and to the living 
conditions of the people in the Third World which, of course, are by our standard very spare 
indeed, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, Mr . Speaker, I want to deal with specifi c i te ms. I want to deal with specifi c policies 
that I feel have injured the City of Winnipeg, and I invite the Mmister of Urban Affairs, Mr. 
Speaker , to partici pa te in this debate, either later today or tomorrow, in order, i f  he can, to 
rebu t what I have to say. Because, Mr. Speaker, I intend to use sta tistical aata in oraer to 
prove that the ci ty has not enjoyea equitable treatment at the hands of this govern ment. 
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Mr . Speaker , specifi cally dealing first of all w i th block funding. We heard today fro m  the 
First Minister that the City of Winni peg is enjoying today a greater share o f  revenues than i t  
ever did under the form er NDP government. Mr . Speaker, that re mark 1s apocryphal. It's 
what I would term pure prevari ca tion. --(Interjection)- In short, to the Me mber for 
Wolseley, Mr . Speaker , i t  is untrue. 

Mr. Speaker, in  1977 the former gover n ment gave more money to the C i ty of Winnipeg 
than was given to the City of Winni peg in 1979. Mr. Speaker, in that year the New 
De mocratic Party govern ment gave $33. 3 million to the C i ty of Winnipeg as our share of the 
nine i te ms that have now been consolidated into the block grant. Now, Mr. Speaker, I'm 
willing to concede that a lot of that was induced as a result of our cost-sharing policy and as 
you are aware, Mr. Speaker, the New De mocratic Party used to assu m e  50 percent of many 
operational expenses. I can think of at least six and those six, Mr. Speaker, were all justified 
then by the c ivic govern m ent  and in our own m indS as a matter of correct policy , humane 
policy , directed to the urban residents of our province. 

Mr. Speaker, we always partici pate d rateably wi th respect to inner cit y  health care; we 
accepted the fact that health care, as a matter of pr inciple, as a matter of policy, w as  
essentially i n  the provincial domain; we accepted our responsibility as an equal partner, wi th 
respect to Assiniboine Park and the zoological gardens, and w e  did so because w e  recognized 
as a fact and as a true state ment that park was essentially a provincial resource. 

Mr . Speaker ,  w ith respect to regional street maintenance we shared 5 0/50 and we did so 
because w e  recogn ized tha t the ci tizens of the City of W innipeg parti ci pated 
disproportionately in the funding of provincial highway construction throughout this province. 
That was the justifi cation for sharing 50/50 wi th the City of Winnipeg wi th respect to 
regional street m aintenance, b ecause we didn't believe that urban ci tizens should, through 
their property taxes and inco me taxes , subsidize the development  o f  rural highways. We 
believe that there should be some pari ty, some equity, as  between citizens living m the C i ty 
of W innipeg and ci tizens resident in rural si tuations. So we took our fair load and, Mr . 
Speaker, in doing so we took i t  off the backs of urban taxpayers. -(Interjection)-

Mr. Speaker, we had a policy wi th respect to transi t defi ci ts .  We shared 50/50 and we did 
so, Mr. Speaker, b ecause we believe that public transit was an ameni ty that integrated well 
wi th energy policy , and, Mr. Speaker, we had an energy policy. --(Interjection)-

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. Order please. W e  have a longstanding 
rule in this Chamber that we only allow one speaker at a ti me.  

The Hon ourable Me mber for Wellington. 

MR. COR RIN: Mr . Speaker, m embers on the opposite side have always shown a 
decided interest in economic madness. Mr. Speaker, we had a policy to sustain econo mic 
growth and development in the city .  We  subsidized the tourist-oriented Convention C entre 
5 0/50. That no longer pertains, Mr. Speaker, that's all been rolled into a so-called block 
grant. 

Now, Mr . Speaker, the Honourable First Minister stood in his place this afternoon and 
suggested tha t his governm ent  was providing m ore funding assistance to the City of W innipeg 
than had been the case under the New De mocrati c  Gover n ment. Well, Mr . Speaker , the First 
Minister should address hi mself to the Provincial Govern ment Task Force Report tabled in 
this House in 1978. Mr . Speaker , if he does that he w ill find, under the area of Urban 
Government ,  he will find a section, and I read , whereby the au thors of the report noted, "that 
Provincial Gover nment grants had been up an average of $1 2 million a year over the last four 
years of the NDP adm inis tration." 

Mr. Speaker, I remind you, and I know you need not be reminded, that in 1980 the gran t  
was only increased b y  some $3 m illion. Now I ask you, Mr. Speaker, me mbers on tha t side 
can't have it both ways. They have been sustaining a restraint policy on the backs of urban 
taxpayers. The Me mber for River Hei gh ts knows that ,  the Honourable Minister of Urban 
Affairs knows that, I daresay the First Minister is aware of i t  too, Mr. Speaker, b ut there is 
n o  recogni tion of that. 

Let's look at the facts, Mr . Speaker. The so-called adequate block funding arrange ment 
that was provided to the City of Winnipeg in 1 979 required a further supplem ent of $4 m illion 
on the $30 million of fundS provided in order to meet the expendi tures of the city for 1979. 
This year when the Mmister announced the incre m ent  to the block grant he had to also 
announce that not only would there be a $3 million increase in 1980 over 1979  but there w ould 
also be a supplement  of $4 m illion to make up for the short fall fro m last year. 
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Now I ask you, if  you include the $4 milllion in the 1979 grant, Mr. Speaker , that m eans in 
1979 the block grant to the City of Winnipeg was $34 million. So is  an increase in 1980 to $33  
mill ion an increase or is  i t  a decrease or is  my ari th metic  wrong? It's a decrease, Mr. 
Speaker, a $1 mill ion deficiency. 

And, Mr . Speaker , when the First Minister utters state ments such as he has during 
question period today , very bold , very ass ertive , very aggress ively , he should have at least 
checked the figures. He should be accurate in his percept10ns of reality. Perhaps his Minister 
of Urban Affairs has told hi m that every thing is okay , but i t 's not true, Mr. Speaker, they 
haven't done their homework, they haven't done their research, i t's not true. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when you look a t  how that block fund was created; i t  was based on 1978 
expendi tures. Now, Mr . Speaker, you should know that in 19 7 8 regional street construction 
was down $5 m illion fro m  1 977, $5 million. Sure, i t  represented an increase but you had to 
know that in 1977 the C i ty of Winnipeg h ad spent $5 m illion more on regional construction. It 
was an off-year, and the reason i t  was an off-year was because the Budge t was frozen in 
1978. When this restraint-oriented govern ment took office in 19 7 8  they s i m ply locked up the 
purse and they said everything would be held pending the Task Force Report Review. So 
there were n o  addi tional funds made available and the civic government did the responsible 
thing in not expanding i ts grow th in that year. It actually restricted , in the area of regional 
streets as I've said, i ts budget by $5 million. 

The contribution to the transit defi cit was frozen to 1977 levels, we all remember that 
8.04 or 8.4 m illions of dollars; and in 1978,  Mr. Speaker, $700,000 fewer dollars w ere spent on 
the Assiniboine Park area. So, Mr. Speaker, when the Minister of Urban Affairs and his First 
Minister make representations about the adequacy of the block fund they should be aware 
that what they based i t  on was a bad off-year. It was a year when we had lower expendi tures 
pertaining to the City of W innipeg than virtually any o ther year in a decade. 

Now, Mr . Speaker, don't believe me, let's look at what m embers of council have been 
quoted as saying. Just after the conclusion of the February 2 8 th Budget meeting, this was the 
meeting that was held last week in order to deal w i th the striking of the C ity's capi tal budge t  
f or  1 980. Mr. Speaker, they noted , and this I think is germane, i n  1977, Mr. Speaker, we had 
capi tal expendi tures in the City of Winnipeg of $81 .5  million. That was the year the New 
De mocratic governm ent  left office. Mr. Speak er, in these ebuliently bouyant ti mes,  sustained 
by the hot air of m e mbers opposite, we see that Winnipeg has this year, 1 980, only struck a 
budge t  of som e  $83.8 mi llion. Three-and-a-half years later, Mr. Speaker, we only have a 
increas e in the capi tal budget fro m  $8 1 .5 m illion to $83.8.  Is that 10 percent a year, Mr. 
Speaker? Is that keeping up wi th inflation, Mr. Speaker? Mr. Speaker, in that marvellous 
year, the austere year of 1 9 7 8, when restraint was very m uch in vogue, w e  only had civic 
expendi tures - and this shows you how far they cut back to the bone on tha t base year o f  1978 
- we had a capi tal budge t struck of only some $69.4 million, down fro m  $81 .5 million 
cost-shared in 1977.  

Now, Mr . Speaker, I would l ike to have the Minister of Urban Affairs account for that. 
How can he explain that ? Does he  really think that the City could experience such a 
reduction in terms of i ts growth prospects, and not have sustained an injury. Mr . Speaker, in  
1 979,  in order to maintain a m ill rate that was acceptable to the people of this city the 
capi tal budget was held to $75.4 million. And in order to accentuate and e mphasize the poin t  
I'm making, Mr. Speaker, that means now, in perspective, 1977 we had a capi tal budge t of 
$ 8 1 .5 million; 1978, 69.4; 1979, 75 .4  and only in 1980 does it  again up to 1977 levels of 83.8. 

Mr. Speaker, the cit y  has been stagnating. That is why a recen t report that found i ts way 
to the front page of the Winnipeg Tribune chronicled the fact that Winnipeg had the w orst 
road syste m in all of North Am eri ca. That is why, Mr. Speaker, we have the hi ghest accident 
rate in all of North America, that's the reason. 

Me mbers opposi te, the Minister of High ways, i f  he were in his seat, shoula aadress hi mself 
to that problem ,  i t's  a substantive proble m .  The Minister responsible for the Mani toba Public 
Insurance Corporation should ask his colleagues why more money is not being allocated for 
the City of Wmnipeg in order to reduce expenai tures. 

Now, Mr . Speaker, also i mportant, the question of the total omission of any reference to 
the provision of new areas of tax revenue to the City of W innipeg. Mr. Speaker, when I sat 
w i th the Min ister of Urban Affairs in Winnipeg City Hall he was the most assertive member, 
by far the most aggress ive activist me mber, w i th respect to attaining of what he regarded as 
a more equitable share of grow th tax revenues fro m  the provincial government. 
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Mr. Speaker, what has he done? What has he done, Mr. Speaker , to  regress the problem? 
Absolutely no thing, absolutely no thing. Taxes in  this city, Mr. Speaker ,  are not intolerable. 
They are becoming so because of education tax, b ut because of a policy of restraint by the 
c ivic govern ment they're not ye t intolerable.  But,  Mr. Speaker, the policies or the 
n on-policies of this government have created a situation where the c ity has been increasing 
i ts defici t. The defi ci t  at this ci ty is exceedingly high. The per capita debt of this city is up 
2 7  percent between the years of 1974  and 1 9 7 9. 

Mr. Speaker , the me mbers opposite were concerned about the s ize  of the provincial 
defici t. Let the m be concerned about the fact that the City of W innipeg's defici t has grown 
to an extent that's al most three ti mes the defi ci t  in the ci ties of Toronto and Ed monton over 
the same years, le t the m show concern. Bu t  no, they'll beggar the ir counterparts ,  the ir 
friends on Main Street, in order to resist the obvious logic of providing more equitable sources 
of revenue to the city taxpayer. 

Mr. Speaker, w e've had the passage of all sorts of n ew user fees, w e've had fare increases 
w i th respect to publi c transit ,  and, Mr. Speaker, I'd b e  rem iss if I didn't rem ind you that so m e  
o f  those fare increases had the effect of k illing some o f  the most beneficial programs with 
respect to transi t.  Mr. Speaker, let's look, in the last few m inutes I have, let us look a t  what's 
happened to Dash Transit as a result of the regressive policies, n on-policies of this 
governm ent. Mr. Speaker, I would rem ind you that in 1975,  wi th the encourage m ent  of 
m e mbers on this side of the House, then on that side of the House where they belong, there 
was a free service put into place in downtown Winni peg. That was done, Mr. Speaker, in 
response to the expressed w ishes of business people who thought i t  would be an incentive to 
com m ercial relations in the downtown core. And, Mr. Speaker, they had a good point because 
they were losing territory to the shopping centres that were being developed in the periphery 
of the city. It was also done, Mr. Speaker , because this govern ment  then believed in energy 
conservation. We were trying to take as many cars out of the downtown area as possible, and, 
Mr. Speaker, we succeeded. By directly funding and subsidizing that progra m we succeeded m 

i m pl ementing true policy with a substantive concrete program. 
Mr. Speaker, in June,  1977 there is a study that shows, and the survey demonstrates, that 

the parking requirements in downtown Winnipe g  were reduced by 500 to 600 spaces as a result 
of Dash Transit. Five hundred to 600 fewer cars parked in downtown W innipeg as a result of 
that service. In Jun e  of 1977  i t  was carrying an average of 2 2,400 people weekly, including 
1 ,035 a day who said that they previously had used o ther forms of transportation. 

Now, Mr . Speaker , the per passenger cost on that syste m  was only 19 cents a ride, less 
than 50 percent of what i t  was on the rest of the syste m .  And, Mr. Speaker, until 1 978 there 
were no fares on that syste m. Now, Mr. Speaker, what happened when fares were i m posed on 
that syste m was dra matic ,  and it's the same thing that happened w i th respect to the general 
syste m. W i th the higher fares ca me the cyclical decline in ridership. Mr . Speaker, in 1977,  in  
the general syste m , we had 65 .5 m illion riders; then w e  had 60 percent fare increases in the 
n ext two years and we found ourselves having a decline of some 4.5 million riders to 6 1 . 3  
m illion i n  two years. That is what the short fall i n  provincial funding has done to the City of  
Winnipeg. Rather than inducing energy conservation i t  is discouraging i t  and destroying all 
efforts and initiative in tha t respect. 

Bu t, Mr. Speaker, addressing m yself to Dash, when the 10-cent fare was imposed - I 
should em phasize that , i t  was i m posed when the transit grant was frozen in 1 97 8  - the usage 
declined by 2 5  percent by Dece mber of 1 9 7 8, 25  percent in a few months on a syste m that 
was the cheapest to ride anywhere, I daresay - in Canada, 19 cents per ride. Now by April, 
1 9 7 9  the ridership has come down from a peak in 1976 at 5 ,250 a day to 2,030 or around 50  
percent. Mr. Speaker, they killed , they killed , what was a bold experi m ent in energy 
conservation, an experi m ent - I just heard the jingle, one of the shoe stores was encouraging 
people to come downtown and ride Dash in order to shop. They could park the ir car in the 
periphery, in one of the major parkades attached to the large reta il stores, and they could use 
Dash to come around and shop half a m ile away. 

M R. SPE AK ER: Order please. The honourable me mber's ti me has expired. 
The Honourable Minister of Cultural Affairs. 

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and m y  colleagues. I'd 
l ike to add m y  best wishes to you, Mr. Speaker, for continued success in your very formidable 
task. 
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However , it  m ust b e  very heartwar m ing to hear all the nice things that were being said to you 
fro m all sides of the House and very justi fiable, I must say. I also would like to congratulate 
the three n ew members that are gracing our H ouse now: the Me mber for Ross mere, the lady 
for Fort Rouge, and my Me mber for River Hei ghts. Being com paratively new m yself, I'm sure 
that they're going to experience many apprehensions and frustrations from ti me to ti me. I 
feel qui te new when I look at some of m y  colleagues, such as from Lakeside, Roblin, Morris, 
Virden, I feel very n ew and very inexperienced, however, I wish the m  all well also. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, the Me mber for River Hei ghts, who was the Mover of the 
Throne Speech and the Me mber for Emerson, who seconded the Speech, I'd like to com m end 
the m .  They did us proud , not only in the ir deliveries but also in the texts of their speeches. 

I'd like to begin, Mr . Speaker, by thanking the Leader of the Opposition for his kind 
expressions of concern for the fact that , as a result of the latest Cabme t reorganization, that 
the touris m program was transferred to my colleague, the Minister of Economic 
Development. While I was enjoying the Ministry of Tourism I was then, and I still am in full 
agreement, that it belongs in that department  in order to give more focus to the economic 
potential of touris m. Therefore, while I am touched by the Leader of the Oppos1 tion's 
sol ici tude on my behalf, I know that m y  colleague, the Minister of Economic Development,  is 
doing and w ill continue to do a very adm irable job. 

What I would l ike is the me mbers opposite to view the creation of a department  
exclus ively dedicated to  Cultural Affairs and Histori cal Resources as a very posi t ive and 
creative step of this government. By giving s uch high priori ty to C ultural Affairs Mani toba 
beco m es  only the third province to have a full-ti m e  Minister, the o ther two being Quebec and 
Alberta. And I think, Mr. Speaker, that this clearly indica tes the i mportance my government 
places on the quality of l ife in this province. Just as the physical health of the people and 
their economic w elfare are a prior i ty of this government, so is their spiri tual and cultural 
health viewed as most i m portant. Mr. Speaker, i t's a known fact that com panies or people do 
not move into new areas, n ew provinces, w ithout having a real grave concern and interest in 
the fact that there are social a m eni ties available to the m , such as music, dancing, ballet ,  the 
symphony, that they can enjoy m their leisure ti me. And with the aavent of m any new 
techni cal i m provem ents people are finding the mselves wi th m ore leisure ti me today than they 
ever have before. 

There are two major factors which argue in favour of govern ment support to cultural 
activity; the first is the i m mediate econo mic i m pac t  which culture represents or could 
represent - and I'd like to read something that was taken out of the Uni ted States C onference 
of Mayors in their posi tion paper. " The arts, a new kind of currency to be spent in pursui t of  
a sound urban economy. For every one dollar of funds spent for the arts it  has been esti mated 
tha t be tween $3 and $4 are generated for the city directly or indirectly. Direct expendi tures 
include monies spent for salaries, b uildings and services. These, in  turn, cause a r ipple effect 
throughout the com munity in payroll cheques received , re-expended and retaxed. If the arts 
were suddenly to disappear from the ci ty the losses to restaurants, hotels, taxis, e tc. would 
represent only the first layer of those affected. Others who derived income from these 
enterprises would conseq uently have to tighten their belts and they, in their turn, and people 
who cater to the m would suffer losses in de mands for their products, and so down the line . 

The s econd reason, Mr . Speaker, and in the long run probably m ore signifi cant, is the 
effect tha t such support would have on the quality of li fe in the province and thus the 
long-term vitality in the province. 

The department's role and the purpose is to provide incentive, s upport, encourage men t, 
and infor mation to and for the people of Mani toba. The governm ent's role is not to try to 
bluepr int  and think socie ty should be, and spend public m oneys forcing evolution m that 
direction. But we must and we are acting as facili tators and supporters of our society that 
we serve. 

This raises the question of the funding crisis in the Arts. So me of our major Arts are 
having s evere problems these days and one, in particular, 1s still in an economic difficulty. 
While i t's of l i ttle com fort  to the members in this Chamber that we aren't the only ones that 
are suffering these, all the o ther provinces and national institutions are experiencing several 
kinds of di ffi culties. Manitoba, I think, is very fortunate that we have strong manage ment on 
the boards of these various major cultural institu tions and , as a result, they are becom ing on a 
m uch more sound financial footing. 
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Mr. Speaker, I'd like to make reference to two of our major cultural centres, the French 
and the Ukrainian. The y have m y  deepest adm iration for the manner in which they operate. 
Our ballet, the theatres, the conte mporary dancers, and many m ore, are in a much healthier 
state to date because of their realistic  and pru<lent manage m ent  and also because of their 
very success ful fund-raising expedi tions thereon. 

Mr. Speaker, I'm not naive enough to think tha t any of these groups w ill one <lay reach a 
plateau where they w ill be self-suffi cient and they will not nee<l government help, but I do 
think that they are looking a t  the ir individual organizations an<l making every effort to be as 
independent as possible. The economic realities of the Arts business are such that com plete 
self-sufficiency for the major cultural institu t10ns is totally out of the quest10n. 

Mr . Speaker, this raises the issue of the govern ment's support to the Arts. There are many 
people who argue that in these ti mes of restraint in the 1980s that there will have to be a 
curtailment in the spending of public funds for Arts organizations, that these groups will have 
to reduce their overhea<l expen<ling; they'll have to curtail the grow th of cultural 
bureaucracies and have better public relations. 

W ell , Mr. Speaker, I can say that this is the <lirection they are taking n ow, re-exa mining 
their progra ms, i m proving their publ ic  relations, an<l I think they are to be com men<led. 

So me of these issues were raise<l very expl ici tly, Mr. Speaker, in the report of the C ultural 
Policy Review Com mi ttee. The preparation and the sub m iss ion of this report represents a 
major event in the cultural field during recent m onths. It w ill have a major i mpact, a 
continuing i m pact, Mr. Speaker, on the Manitoba cultural scene for many years to come. 

And, Mr. Speaker , Pd be remiss if I di<l not take this opportunity to thank, on behalf of the 
me mbers of this Cha mber, the five com munity-m inaea ci tizens who, I must say , worke<l very 
diligently for six months withou t  any fee or honorariu m to bring this report to us. Ana 
everyone agrees that they showed dedication, foresi ght , and w isdo m .  Mr. Claire Miller was 
the chairman of this group an<l I would like to give h i m  a great vote of thanks on behalf of all 
of us. 

I am,  as my colleagues are, in general agreement w i th the basic philosophy in the report. 
They have chartea a cri ti cal pa th for the future of culture in Mani toba and 1t is my intention, 
Mr. Speaker , to give ser ious consi<leration to each of the 44 reco mmendations in the report 
and to i m plement as many as possible, as resources and co m munity consensus become 
available. 

As you know, the main reco m mendation is that the govern ment strengthen i ts 
com mi tment  to cultural development. I a m  proud to report that the request of the 
co m mi ttee to govern ment to raise its level of expendi tures to .40 percent of the total budget 
w ill m ore than meet tha t require ment. It will be a 2 5.3  percent increase over the previous 
year . 

Another major area of concern, not only for the gover n ment but for the municipali ties and 
many interested groups, is that of Public Library Services. As Minister responsible for the 
P ublic Library Services, I was delighted to be able to recently announce several programs 
ou tlining details in whi ch the Governm ent  of Mani toba is going to i m prove the qualit y  ana 
scope of the libraries in our province. We started some i mprovements in October, 1 9 7 8, when 
w e  raised the per capi ta grant to $ 2.50. Recently we announcea a $250,000 grant to the City 
of Winnipeg for the upgrading of their book collection. 

How ever, Mr. Speaker, our princi pal concern has been the role of the province in sharing 
with the municipali ties the burden of supporting l ibraries in the rural areas. Over the past 
few months, we have w orke<l out a form ula, a new sound w orkable formula, for library 
support. The basic three-part for mula will significantly i mprove the current situation of 2 7  
o f  the 32 l ibraries that are presently servmg the province. Four of  the re maining l ibraries 
can upgrade their situation by raising the levy of their library services an<l thus they woula be 
enti tled to larger provincial grants. Only one tha t has an insufficient popula tion base, an<l 
that's namely Rapid C i ty, w ill be taken into consideration an<l they will have special 
treatment,  so all 32 will be i m proved. 

All in all , Mr. Speaker, this government has given $1 million directed to the P ublic Library 
Services in Mani toba and three-fourths of i t  is for the rural areas. We feel that they should 
be given a much better opportunity to be in a more equitable position with the ser vices as 
they are now in W innipeg. 
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Now, Mr.  Speaker, I would like to say a few words about the provincial archives and, in 
parti cular , the Hudson Bay archives. It's a matter of publi c knowledge and a matter of 
criti cis m in the press that the government has not been honoring i ts  co mmi tment, as agreed 
to by the contract wi th the com pany in 1 973. Since that ti me i t  is the consensus that the 
govern ment has been guilty of n eglect and, Mr . Speaker, I think the people that are sitting on 
the opposi te side of the House will have to take som e  of the cri ticis ms because they had four 
years in which to recti fy the situation and they neglected to do so. Bu t I am pleased to report 
that in one qui ck step we are taking meas ures to correct this si tuation. 

In my Esti mates for 1980- 8 1 ,  w e  have provisioned for five addi tional staff me mbers to 
serve the Hudson Bay archives and the budget for those archives will be increaseo by 
$1 15,000.00. This is the level of staffing and funding reco m mended and requested by the 
archivist. 

Ministers of Cultural Affairs met  last year , Mr. Speaker , twice to be specific, and that 
was the first ti m e  ever that any Cultural Ministers had a get toge ther and it was a very 
i m portant initiative. One thing that we found,  regardless of whether we were from a have or 
a have-not province, we found that the biggest proble m wi th us was our lack of liaison wi th 
the former Liberal gover nment. They would be very quick to hand out grants to all the l ittle 
people in the country , the museu ms, li t tle groups, and just as qui ck to pull the mat and take 
the moneys away from the m  leaving, the m  in very dire straits. 

We  w ere very happy last May when the Conservative governm ent  was elected and we had 
a Secretary of State who had an interest in the Arts and a concern for the o ther provinces, 
not just in Ottawa. So now, Mr. Speaker, I am just hoping that we w on't be back to the same 
thing n ow that the Liberals have got back in  power. I hope w e're not going to  be subjected to 
the sa me cruel treat ment that we've had in the past. 

rm proud to report, at Manitoba's suggestion, 1 984 has been declared The Year of the Arts 
for Canada. It w ill be an opportunity for Canadian artists to be recogn ized from coast to 
coast and border to border. And a response fro m  the cultural organizations in Manitoba, 
we've contacted the m all and the response from the m has been most enthusiastic .  

Y o u  had the opportunity t o  meet two of the people that w er e  i n  the gallery today that the 
Govern ment  of Quebec has so generously agreed to provide on loan. There's three; there is a 
second one co ming in about a month's ti me. They are going to help m ee t  the require ments of 
the recent Supre m e  Court decision concerning Article 2 3  of The Mani toba Act. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker , I would like to assure members of this House that while rm proud 
of the achievemen ts  of this governm ent in the area of responsibility assi gneo to me as 
Minister of Cultural Affairs and Historical Resources, and while rm looking forward to even 
bigger and better things for this com ing year, I do not underesti mate the difficult proble ms 
that w e  in the organizations in culture have to look forward to in the coming year. But rm 
sure that m ore and m ore w e  are finding our ri ght ful place in  the scale of priori ties of the 
government and i t  is not m y  intention to pretend nor will accept the argu ment that the 
governm ent  alone 1s responsible for past ills and weaknesses. Nei ther is i t  true that 
govern ment alone can correct or solve all of our problems, present and future. 

It is m y  hope that by showing our own com mi tment , by creating a cli mate conducive to 
private com munity and corporate efforts, that Manitoba's cultural insti tutions will flourish 
and Mani toba's population, wherever they may be, will participate and benefi t.  Thank you 
very m uch, Mr. Speaker. 

M R. SPEAKER: T he H onourable Me mber for St. George. 

MR. BILLIE UR USKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I rise to take part in the Throne 
Speech Debate w i th a sense of, not heavy heart, Mr. Speaker; I'm glad that the Minister of 
Public Works is in the House because I intend to relay some of m y  re m arks to hi m and 
unfortunately the Min ister of Health is not in the H ouse because some of m y  remarks will be 
directed at those two gentlemen on the opposi te side. 

Bu t before I enter into the debate, Mr. Speaker, let me, along w i th the tradi tional motions 
of congratulations from all the me mbers of this Chamber, also congratulate you on being the 
Speaker to this C hamber. I think, Mr. Speaker, by what we have evidenced in the last few 
weeks, or the last few days of the House's beginning, you are certainly going to have to pu t  
your pa tience to the test i n  dealing w ith members on both sides o f  this C ha mber and I wish 
you w ell for the duration of this sess ion. 
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To the n ew me mbers of  the House, the Me mber for Ross mere and the Me mber for River 
Heights and the Me mber for Fort Rouge, I welcome you to the Cha mber and I certainly look 
forward to having good relationshii:x> with yourselves, as well as all the members of this 
Cha mb er. 

To the Mover and the Seconder - and the Seconder of the Speech fro m  the Throne is here 
this afternoon - I certainly congratulate hi m on the remarks tha t he made ana so eloquently 
pu t forward h is party's position with respect to their Throne Speech; as lacking as, in my 
m ind , i t  i s ,  he  aid a co m menaable job. 

Mr . Speaker ,  in  taking part in this debate, I wish to direct co m m ents that have been maae 
in this Cha mber pri m arily wi th respect to the health care si tuation in this province. The 
Minister of Public Works, during h is aebate, one of the s tate ments that he maae is that his 
governm ent, the Conservative governm ent  of this province , was a governm ent that w ere 
aoing more for health care than the NDP ever dia, if I can paraphrase his statements. Those 
are the state ments tha t  he maae. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, yes, the Conservatives are doing m ore for health care; they are aoing 
m ore to disman tle, downgrade ana disrupt health care in this province than any o ther 
govern ment in this province's history, Mr. Speaker. That is what the C onservative Party is 
doing to health care in this province. And the best exam ple, Mr. Speak er, that I can give to 
this - ana i t  happens to be right in the Minister of Public Works own consti tuency and m y  
consti tuency - and that deals wi th, Mr. Speaker, the proposal o f  his govern m ent i n  bringing 
forth a proposal to the area that has n ot been wanted, is not necessary - not only not 
necessary but is very expensive - that the people of the area have not agreed wi th.  

Now I want to go into the b ackground of this, Mr.  Speaker, as I have been asked by 
resiaents in my consti tuency to bring this matter forward. It certainly has been brought 
forward in the last couple of days by an article in the Winnipeg Tribune over the weekend ana 
I intend to raise this in the House today during the deba te. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe the best w ay to bring forward this issue is to go back in history and 
bring to this Legislature how the whole matter of the nursing hom e  ana health care in the 
west Interlake has evolved over the last n umber of years. 

Going back to 1 975 when we w ere in govern m ent, the west Interlake region, what is known 
as the Lakeshore District ,  was formed by three municipalities and one local government 
district joining toge ther. They w ere the munici pali ties of Colaw ell, Eriksaale ana Siglunes 
and the local govern ment district of Grahamdale. 

During the formation of this board i t  was generally agreed to ana accepted by this 
gover nment, reco m mended by the board, that there be a n umber of i mprovements in the 
health care syste m maae in that area. 

The co m munities of Eriksaale and Ashern were two co m m unities, one w i th in the 
m unicipality of Eriksdale and Ashern wi thin the m unicipality of Siglunes, both had existing 
hospi tals within that district. The reco m mendation of the board and the acceptance by the 
government  and the Mani toba Health Services of the day reco m mended that there be 20  
personal care beds built juxtaposea to the hospi ta1 at  Eriksaale ana 2 0 personal care bedS built 
juxtaposed to the hospi tal at Ashern, along wi th a health clinic in Lundar ana along w1 th a 
health clinic in the Gy{:X) u mville area, as well as i mprovements to a clinic in the Grahamaale 
area. That was pretty w ell the program that was agreea to by this govern m ent ana was pu t  
into effect. 

In the fall of 1977 ,  between 1975  and 1 9 7 7 ,  functional plans were drawn up by the board 
for the personal care ho mes in those two com muni ties. The Ashern project was tenderea , 
however ,  a t  the ti me the costs came in somewhat high and were to be retenaerea. However, 
as history shows, a change of governm ent  occurred and the project aia not go ahead , i t  was 
frozen by the present government. Well ana good, the freeze lasted for approxi mately a year 
on that project and last session we had an announcem ent,  on February 2 2  by the Mimster of 
Health, which indicated that there would be 20 beds of personal care buil t on the west siae of 
the Interlake, not m en tioning whi ch com munity or anything, leaving it to the boara and those 
com munities to decide for themselves. 

W ell, Mr. Speaker, that announce ment was made and I believe on March 2 6, 1 9 79,  the 
board met , the distric t  board met and they passed a resolution, virtually unani mous wi th the 
abstention of one member, virtually unan imous. Mr . Speaker, the Minister of Public Works 
laughs and I will quote for hi m the m inutes of the March 26 meeting of the Lakeshore District 
Health Syste m ,  and I will read i t  to h i m: 
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" Moved by Mr . Gordon Sm i th, seconded by Mr . Whitney, that this board seek co m mitment  
fro m the Manitoba Health Services Com mission for the construction of  a clinic in 
Gypsumville, a clinic  at Lundar , a personal care home at Eriksdale and a personal care home 
at Ashern. 

" And further, that i f  a pr iori ty list is required", and that was the stipulation of the 
Minister of Health that they priorize their construction because they w ere only going to ge t 
one home, Mr. Speaker . And I go back to the resolution and I quote: " That i f  a pr iori ty list is 
required this board agree wi th the construction of the two clini cs and a personal care ho me a t  
Eriksdale this year; and w ith further construction o f  a personal care home a t  Ashern to 
proceed in 1 9 80. Carried , one against, Mr. N. Marquardt." That was the only me mber on the 
board that voted against the proposal . 

Well, Mr. Speaker, what r eally happened? W hat happened? The province and the Minister 
of Health and the Min ister of Public Works w ere caught wi th the ir pants down. They w ere 
surprised, Mr. Speaker, they were surprised because they had different plans for the area. 
Their plans w ere not to construct a n urs ing ho m e  as agreed to by the previous governm ent, 
juxtaposed to hospi tals; th r plans were to construct a nlll'sing home in a co m munity that had 
no s ervices, in a com munity that was 12 m iles away from Eriksdale. And where was that 
co m munity located, Mr. Speaker? W ell, i t  just so happened i t  was located in the Lakeside 
consti tuency represented by the Minister of Public W orks, Mr. Speak er. 

Now, what happened? Now that the board had m ade i ts  decision, Mr. Speaker, the 
govern ment  was caught by surprise, they thought that the board would go w i th Ashern, and 
Lundar in the Min ister of Public Works' consti tuency would be free and clear and the 
govern ment could go ahead and build the second n ursing home there. 

Bu t they didn't. The board said that the roof n eeded rebuilding on the Eriksdale hospi tal 
and that they priorized the Eriksdale construction first. Now, what was the govern ment going 
to do? They couldn't in their Cabinet decision decide upon what they were going to do so 
what did they do? The phones started ringing, Mr. Speaker , and I w ill speculate that the 
phones started ringing from Winnipeg to Lundar and fro m  Winnipeg to Ashern ana the Reeve 
of Ashern was encouraged; and who was the Reeve of Ashern? The Reeve of Ashern happenea 
to be the Tory candidate in the 1 9 6 9  election against myself, Mr. Speaker. The Reeve of  
Ashern was encouraged to pu t  a scuttlebutt to the board's proposal, to make sure that the 
board's proposal that w as  pu t forward to the government w as  not now acceptable, s o  a 
peti tion was s truck up in the Ashern area. A peti tion was sent to the Minister of Health of 
some 500 names indi cating that this was not acceptable, Eriksdale was no good, Ashern should 
be first.  What a beauti ful diversion, Mr. Speaker. Now we had the govern m ent  off the hook 
who froze the entire program creating a fight between co mmunities. What a beauti ful 
diversion. 

Now we had two co m munities fighting themselves for facilities that should have been built 
in bo th com muni ties; bu t no, they w ere fi ghting a mongst the mselves ana just what the 
Min ister of Health and the Minister of Public Works wanted. Now they could get up and say, 
" Well, look there's no agreement , there's no agreem ent a mongst the co m muni ties, how can 
we b uild there?" Because they then had a peti tion fro m  the Si glunes municipality. Well, Mr . 
Speaker, the area priorizea i tself, the govern ment  was caught by sur prise and then the fun 
began. 

Mr. Speaker ,  what has happened since then is that now w e  have a virtual spl i t  on the 
board ,  but i t  just so happens that the areas wi th the largest po pulation on the District Health 
Board are the ones that are s ti cking w i th the original proposal of building care homes in the 
two com muni ties that I've mentioned and they are rejecting the govern m ent proposal. So, 
what happens? No thing happens fro m  March or April, w ell, even fro m  June, even when I 
questioned the Min ister of Health as late as last June in the dying aays of the last session, he 
said an announcement was i mminent, he would be announcing this shortly. Nothing happened, 
no thing happened, Mr. Speaker, till Nove mber 8 and we have a letter, we have a letter to the 
Chairman of the District Health Boara, Mr . Gordon Sm i th ,  from the Executive Director , I 
believe is his ti tle, yes, of the Mani toba Health Services Com mission and I woula like to read 
fro m  this letter. rm sure the Minister of Public Works has a copy of i t  that he won't n eed m y  
copy o f  this, and I w ill read fro m i t: 

"Following the meeting between members of the U1.keshore Health District Board and the 
Executive Com mi ttee of the Mani toba Health Servi ces Com mission, I was to confirm the 
decisions made by Cabinet respecting the n ew health facilities that have been approved for 
the Lakeshore Health District. De tails are as follows: 
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"A 20-bed personal care home is  to be juxtaposed to the Ashern hospi tal together with the 
related renovations to the hospi tal. It is hoped that this project can go to tender alm ost  
i m me<lia tely w i th prices being requested both for a fall and spring s tart. 

" A  2 0-bed personal care home to be built in Lundar w i th the archi tect to be hired 
i m me<liately to prepare functional and archi tectural plans; construction hopefully to begin in 
the sum m er or fall of 1 980. 

" A m edi cal clinic to be located in Gyps u mville, details subject to further aiscussion with 
the Manitoba Health Services Com m ission. 

" The existing m edi cal cl inic in Lundar to be officially recognized as an approved health 
facility wi th the Mani toba Health Services Com mission assum ing the liability for the existmg 
debt. Rental income from the existing or other tenants woula continue to be collected. 

" The roof repairs for the Eriksaale Hospi tal are to be proceeaea wi th just as soon as 
w eather conditions will per m i t. Debt incurred by the district board in  connection with the 
acquisi tion of the hospi tal, the physi cans' residence in Eriksdale, the archi tectural fees 
incurred to date, w ill be repaid by Mani toba Health Services C o m mission, deta ils of which are 
subject to further aiscussion wi th our staff. 

" It is our understanding during the meeting that you would co m m unicate all of the above 
to the district  board and the rural munici pali ties of Coldwell, Eriksaale, Si glunes and the local 
govern ment district of Grahamdale. 

" W ould you please advise me of the decision of your district board w ith regard to the 
above approvals as soon as poss ible in order that we may arrange for the necessary staff 
meetings that will be required to get the projects under way." 

Mr. Speaker, that was a Cabinet decision tha t was sent out by the Mani toba Health 
Services Com mission. Mr. Speaker , i t  is a Cabinet decision, a proposal that is being foisted 
on those people. It is a case, I believe, of Tory-poor econom i cs  that w ill result in higher costs 
and defi ci ts that will be paid for by the local people; i t  will result in  poorer service, a waste 
of money and, Mr. Speaker, I make those three charges. And how do I inai ca te and how ao I 
justi fy those charges ?  W ell, Mr. Speaker , the higher costs. What we w ill have is that we will 
have 20  beds, not adjacent to a hospi tal, where, when I call the Health Services Com m iss10n 
and I ask the m ,  " When we were in govern ment you were advising the government  of the aay 
that unless you had 40 beas free standing i t  would be unecono mical because i f  you had only 20 
beds you would not have use of the kitchen facilities; you woula not have use of the laundry 
facili ties; you would no t have use of the n ursing facilities." Those facili ties woula not be 
there for you, Mr. Speaker , and that's why the costs woula increase. Ana, Mr. Speaker , I saio: 
" H ave your reco m m endations to governm ent changea since we left office?" Ana they said ,  
" No,  n o, our reco m mendations haven't changed." Still the C o m m ission is  recom mending i f  you 
are going to buila free standing beds that there be a t  least 40. Well, what did the govern m ent  
do, Mr. Speaker , for politi cal expediency , for pork-barrelling? 

Mr. Speaker, they are prepared to build 20 beds in a co m m unity that the local people do 
not want. That is how they are downgrading the health facili ties, Mr . Speaker, and i t  is going 
to be, Mr. Speaker, a waste of money . Why ? Because, Mr. Speak er, the elderly who require 
hospi tal care qui te frequently, what w ill have to happen, the hospi tal happens to be 12 miles 
away, they will have to have an a mb ulance s ervice that w ill have to transport the people back 
and forth fro m  Eriksdale to Lunaar, unless of course the n ext move w ill be to close out the 
Eriksdale hospi tal. That may be the next m ove. 

But what has happened since the board has rejected the govern ment's proposal ? We had a 
nu mber of phone calls in the last few days, Mr. Speaker, fro m who m ?  None o ther than the 
Minister of Health to several board m e mbers. Do you know what he told the m ,  Mr. Speaker? 
He said,  " Look, i f  you w ill accept our proposal that we have wri tten to you on Nove mber 8 we 
will give you another 4 0  personal care beds in your area." 

Mr. Speaker , we started wi th 40 beds in our area ana now we have the Minister of Health 
phoning board m e mbers saying, " Look, we will give you 4 0  extra beds if you will agree to this 
proposal." Now , isn't that nice, Mr. Speaker. --(Interjection)--

M R. SPEAK ER: Order , order please. Order please, order please. Oraer , order 
please. We can only have one speaker in the Cha mber at a ti me. 

The Honourable Me mber for Seven Oaks on a poin t  of  order. 
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MR. SAU L A. MILLER: On a point  of or<ler , I'm l istening or trying to listen to a 
aebate by one of' the me mbers. The Min ister persists in raising his voice ana i gn oring you. I 
w ish you woula either control him or ask h i m  to leave the C hamber.  

M R. SPEAK ER: The Honourable Me mber for St, George. 

M R. UR US KI: Mr . Speaker, I hope you aon't throw the Minister of' Public Works out. 
wan t  hi m to hear my finishing re m arks on this topic ,  Sir , but I hope that you w ill not aeauct 
his outb urst from the ti me that I have allottea to me, Sir .  

Now, Mr. Speaker, the phone call was maae to  several me mbers on the boara by  the 
Minister of Health now promising two extra homes. Well, Mr . Speaker ,  we certainly, in that 
area, w ill not tell the govern ment that they should no t build an aaai tional 40 bedS. C ertainly 
not, Mr. Speaker. We w elcome that announce ment. Bu t you remember on Friaay, Mr. 
Speaker, when you ruled me out of order and I asked for a conf'irmat10n from the Min ister of 
Heal th whether he made that state ment. He wouldn't answer me,  Sir, he w ouldn't even say 
boo, bu t he did co m e  over after the question period ana said ,  yes, well, we'a certainly 
consider i t. 

Well , Mr. Speaker , i f  they are really consiaering that, I will give the m  a proposition. They 
have alreaa y spent $ 6,000  on archi tectural plans for the be<ls in Eriksaale whi ch they <lon 't 
want to b uild now. It w ill take the m  a t  least a year to draw up the functional plans for 
Lundar that they want to go ahead wi th now. We will be very open about this ana very 
reasonable. Why not go ahead with the original plans of the board s ince you are already 
indi cating that you are prepared to build another 40 beds. Those plans are reaay. They w ere 
ready to tender in '77 which you froze, n ow you're saying you are going to give the m  40 more 
be<ls. Well, come on, let's have i t. I mean, look, if you are as reasonable as you say you are ,  
take away the dogma, that bribery, Mr. Speaker, because that i s  i n  effect what the 
government is intending to ao. They are trying to bribe the people of the western Interlake 
w i th the proposal of h aving 4 0  extra bedS. That is how the health care sys te m  in the Province 
of Mani toba is being run, for poli ti cal expeaiency , pork-barrelling ana bribing. That is how 
the Tories are running the health care sys te m  in this province. 

Mr. Speaker , as I inoicatea before, the hi gher costs will result in the lack of not being able 
to u tilize the nursing facilities, the cooking facilities, the laundry facil ities, ana the extra 
costs w ill have to be b orn e  by having a mbulance facili ties to bring those people back ana 
forth from the nursing home to the hospi ta1 area. The poorer service will resul t in the 
elderly, Mr. Speak er - there will be no backup staff in the area because the hospi tal staff' 1s 
twelve miles away - they w ill have to, as I stated, transfer those elaerly by a mb ulance. 

But not only that, Mr. Speaker, i f'  they do not go ahead w i th the plans as requestea by the 
local board as has been worked on for now five years, i t  will be at least a waste of money, Mr. 
Speaker, a waste of money of approxi mately $86,000 on the plans that have been drawn up for 
the Eriksaale ana Ashern home. Bu t not only that, Mr. Speaker, this government priaes itself 
on volunteeris m ana com munity involve ment.  Well, Mr. Speaker, I want to give you so me 
com munity involve ment. 

The Com munity of Eriksdale has in its reserves through the hospi ta1 guild, some $70 ,000 
whi ch can be made available to place into the care home for equipment  ana the l ike. More so 
than any other co m munity. I aon't believe Lundar has any m oney put away for i t, Ashern has 
abou t half of that money, ana that is in my consti tuency as well, but the Com munity of 
Eriksdale has been co mmi tted for at least 1 5  or 20 years to have a total health care syste m  in 
their com munity.  

Mr . Speaker , if  this govern ment priaes itself on volunteeris m,  they shoula recognize the 
efforts put on by the residents of that co m munity and go aheaa w i th the wishes that they 
have expressed, ana, Mr. Speaker, ana stood behind by the majori ty decision of the boara, 
because there is a majority aecision, albei t a sim ple majority. But the majority of the board 
decision is to stand behind the original plan, and this govern ment is preventing them,  Mr. 
Speaker. This govern ment is creating a poli tical foo tball in the w estern Interlake, the likes of 
which the area has never seen. 
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There were shades of  that, Mr.  Speaker, in  '6 9 in  the school issue. Now we remember the 
school issue very well, Mr. Speaker, when all the high schools w ere settled in every 
co m munity, i f  you scratch my back I'll scratch yours, ana everything was about finished ana 
settled until there was a change of govern m ent. The school issue in that area was settled 
fairly a mi cably, and i t  w orks, ana i t  works, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, ana i t  works, Mr. 
Speaker, yes , and i t  w orks. I want to raise i t ,  I want to give the me mber an opportuni ty to 
respona, that i t  does work, Mr. Speaker. And I tell the Minister of Public Works that i f  his 
govern m ent is sincere they will proceed wi th those plans ana they w ill build if they so desire 
when they have the plans ready for the Lundar area. I don't think anybody is denying the area 
tha t kind of a s ervice, Mr. Speaker, but that is what is being inti mated , at  least by the 
outbursts of the Minister of Public Works. The area is not denying that the govern ment 
should buila i f  they so desire in the Com m unity of Lunaer; I think i t  can be supported. But ,  
Mr . Speaker, n o t  in the manner that they are going about handling th is, n o t  in the manner 
they are going abou t handling this matter. 

Mr. Speaker, the Province of  Manitoba, and now I again have to deal with the Minister of 
Public Works who happens to be the Minister responsible for the Manitoba Public Insurance 
Corporation. He was the . . •  not the architect but he at least was the supporter ana mover of 
the report of the Min isterial Insurance Review Com mittee headed by Mr. Burns, Mr. Speaker. 
It was a study, Mr. Speaker, by people who were, to say the least, lacking in credibility, the 
report is biased and most of  all there are a number of inaccuracies in that report, Mr. Speaker. 

First of all, the credibility of the me mbers of the boara, Mr. Speaker. We had the 
chairman of the board , Mr. Michael Burns, who was a form er executive of the IBM 
Corporation, Mr. Speaker . The IBM Corporation, for your infor mation, Sir ,  was the 
corporation that set up the com puter program for the insurance corporation of B. C., ana 
would you know, Mr. Speaker, that insurance program, although there are only three ti mes the 
a mount of drivers in that province to put into the com puter runs, that program cost a t  least 
ten ti mes the cost that i t  cost Manitobans to set up their co m pu ter program. Ana i t  aian 't 
w ork, Mr. Speaker. I visi ted Bri tish Colu mbia m the secona and third year of i ts operation 
and they were still getting 40 ,  50 renewals out to people and they were having such a 
hodge-podge of problems wi th that com puter program that they didn't know whether they 
were co ming or going, Mr. Speaker. That is the fellow who workea for the IB M Corporation 
who put in that com puter program .  

Mr. Speaker, he  was also the chair man that mou thed the very s imilar co m ments that our 
Pre m ier mouthed about the Quebec insurance plan, that this was going to be a - i t  was the 
most exciting, I believe his sta te ments were, i t  was the most exciting auto insurance scheme 
that was presented anywhere in this country. Of course, Mr. Speaker, we now know why he 
w as mouthing such re marks because how the report was being presented was certainly along 
the lines that the Conservatives wanted , only they hadn't haa ana don't have the poli ti cal gu ts 
a t  this ti me to i m plement i ts reco m mendations. 

Thirdly, Mr. Speaker , and i t  was mentioned during the session, where was the chairman 
found during the last federal election? He happened to have been found in the Tory 
headquarters in Vancouver , B.C. That was the chair man of this study, Mr. Speaker; his lack of 
credibility is certainly evident. 

Now we have a Mani toba me mber ,  Mr. Speaker . The Mani toba me mber who was on this 
board by the na me of Mr. Cox, Mr. Speak er, who i t  was announced haa sold his business in 
1977.  And I am quoting fro m  an arti cle in the Free Press where it said that he had become an 
agent for the govern m ent plan, and achieved ranking posi tion in sales. It also sa1a he sold his 
fir m  in 1977.  And that certainly wasn't what was brought out by reports ana statements by 
me mbers on this side and reports to the meaia tha t he was still selling insurance. Well, Mr. 
Speaker , would you believe he is still selling insurance? He is still selling insurance in the 
1 9 7 9-80 renewal period. Mr. Speaker, Mr. Cox even toaay , or not toaay , on February 1 3 th ,  
ca me to a b l.fl iness on Notre Da me Avenue and was going around sta m pmg ana valiaatmg 
insurance sta te m en ts ,  after he haa said , look, I sold m y  insurance and I wouldn't have taken 
the job if there were any preconceivea ideas by the government. And he also said that he sold 
his firm in '77, tha t he no longer was an agent. Now why is he going arouna still selling 
insurance, Mr. Speaker? The Minister Wi thout P or t folio ,  who sits on the o ther siae who said 
he investi gated it and the agent . . •  he agreed tha t the com mi ttee me mber had sola h is 
business and everything w as  hunky-dory, that there was no conflict of interest. He's still 
selling insurance today, Mr. Speaker. So much for the credibility of the me mbers on tha t  
com mission, Mr. Speaker. 

- 2 73 -



Monday, 3 March, 1980 

There was a clear conflict of interest,  Mr. Speaker , and there is  no doubt that the Tories 
shrugged i t  off. They shrugged i t  off because they knew wha t the end result of the study 
would be, Mr. Speaker . What they didn't realize was the public reaction to i t. That's what 
they didn't realize. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the repor t  as I statea, has a lot of inaccuracies in it ,  and I want to raise 
four or five of them just to show you how inaccurate this com mi ttee and this com m ission 
was. Mr. Speaker , that report that cost Manitobans $300,000, Mr. Speaker,  that report, even 
the Agents Association indi cated that . . •  and you know, I woula l ike to quote fro m one of the 
agents. One of the agents said, Nate Sarbi t fro m  Sarbit Insurance Agency , "The government  
is  throwing $300,000 out the w indow ". In m y  opinion they could find out every thing they w ant  
to know fro m  the agents for nothing, and nobody knows better than the agents about what the 
proble ms are, Mr. Speaker. Did they ask the agen ts ? Did they ask the agents ?  No, they had 
to blow $300,000.00. 

Mr . Speaker, when I was on television and I debated the Minister of Public Works, the 
Minister responsible for the Insurance C orporation, I said tha t he coula buy the Ontario report 
for I think $ 1 5 ,  I quoted. Well, Mr. Speaker, that was a very conservative esti mate. He could 
have bought the Ontario report for $8.00 , half the a mount , ana he could have learned, Mr. 
Speaker , as much as this report provided h i m .  Mr. Speaker, he could have learned, he coula 
have at least had the financial analysis that the com mi ttee dia not do and the Ontario report 
concluded w ithout a shadow of a doubt on page 94 of the report, the 1 9 7 8  Insurance Industry,  
Second Report on Automobile Insurance, by who, Mr. Speaker? By members of the provincial 
parliament in the Province of On tario: G regory, Cunningham,  Kuritz, Germa, a n umber of 
whom I a m  s ure are not New De mocrats, who are Tory me mbers of Parliament , who 
concluded, Mr. Speaker , w ithout a shadow of a doubt, that the expense loss ratio or the 
payout per dollar in clai ms in the private Ontario industry and I quo te from it, "that the total 
expendi tures returned as claims as 63.6 percent in Ontario, MPI C  in Mani toba", Mr. Speaker , 
"82.8 percent", Mr. Speaker, ''SGIO 82.7 and I CBC 75.9", Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker , a clear indi cation that the administrative costs in the private sector are a 
hundred ti m es,  100 percent above the costs of operating a publi c syste m .  --(Interjection)--

Mr. Speaker, the Me mber for Minnedosa says, what are you trying to tell us? Well, Mr. 
Speaker, the Minister responsible for the Mani toba Public Insurance C orporation during that 
debate with me, m entioned, you know, w hen he said that the report was just a report, b ut he  
made m en tion that we had a study , and when we had that study we did what we wantea to do, 
Mr . Speaker. That really really zeroed in on what the govern ment really wanted to ao. They 
had a study but they di dn't know what they wantea to ao. They blew $300,000 and he 
inti mated as much that our study, in  1970,  was in the n eighbourhood of $300,000.00. Drop 
tha t  by at least $250 ,000, Mr. Speaker , because that's  much closer to the accurate figure. 
But, Mr. Speaker , they had a study and they didn't know what to do with i t. Mr. Speaker, the 
cost is exorbi tant , a waste of $300 ,000 • • .  

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable me mber has five min utes. 

M R. UR USKI: Mr. Speaker, thank you. Mr. Speaker , the Tories can go arouna this 
province telling people how much they love Au topac. Their state ments lack credib il i ty. Mr. 
Speaker, what we've seen -- the Minister revealed their bias on television. When I said that 
you had a study and you did what you wanted, well, Mr. Speaker, you ao what you want. Mr. 
Speaker , now don't reject a study, don't  reject a study that costs you $300,000, and say that 
was a waste of money, because that's what you're admitting to do. 

H ere's what the Tories said that they will do w i th the study, Mr. Speaker, ana there are a 
number of things that they said that they will ao with the stuay. Substantially increasing 
injury and death benefi ts, they have done, Mr. Speaker. They had the opportunity of doing 
that, in 1977,  only when public pressure beca me too great, ana auring the federal election, 
when they w ere in hot water, that they m oved to increase these benefi ts . •  That's the reason, 
they had that opportunity ,  they didn't need to spend $300,000.00. One step  accident reporting 
to eli m inate, Mr. Speaker, that's been an ongoing w ork of the corporation since 1 9 75 that they 
are trying to get agreement between the City Police and the Attorney-General's Departmen t  
as to who will pay for the cost. Because i f  they're going t o  save $400 ,000, Mr. Speaker, I 
want to know who's going to get stuck with the bill. W ill the motorists of Manitoba have to 
pay tha t  bill directly i f  those are the costs tha t are going to be saved ? 
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That's been going on since 1975-76, Mr . Speaker. They didn't need a study for that now .  
That's a continuation of  the tort process, allowing traffic accident victi ms t o  receive 
co mpensation. That's a fact of l ife in Manitoba, Mr. Speaker , there's no change necessary. 
You didn't have to spend $300 ,000 in the report. Possible expansion of programs to reward 
fault-free drivers, well, Mr. Speaker, I have to say that I can some s mall credi t in at least 
bringing forward and pu tting into motion the m eri t system , which got into the com puter 
program, and was announced in 1977-78 by the then Minister of Highways. That w as begun 
before the report, that's been in motion. 

Now, separation of the General Insurance Division of MPI C  from Autopac for accounting 
and reporting procedures, Mr. Speaker,  that's been in effect from Day One, tha t  the 
accounting procedures are separate and reported separately. They can argue all they l ike 
that they are not separate, but let the Provincial Audi tor, and he should have shown tha t 
when he was audi ting the books, that there was anything wrong w i th i t, Mr. Speaker, and i t  
was acceptable accounting procedure that was established. You didn't a report for that 
ei ther. Mr. Speaker , separating the roles of the general manager and b oard chairman - well, 
who co mbined the roles of the general manager and the board chair man i f  not the M in ister 
responsible for the Mani toba P ublic Insurance Corporation. They w ere separated before '77.  
Who combined those roles? They did ,  now they're going to separa te - w ell, la-oi-oa, I mean 
we had i t  before '77 .  That's the expense of the report. 

Now, payment by M PI C  to the Mani toba Health Servi ces Com mission. Mr. Speaker, those 
were also ongoing negotiations between the Corporation and the Health Services' 
Com m ission. It was reco m mended that those bulk paymen ts be made, but I believe, if I recall 
correctly, Mr. Speaker , the Manitoba Health Services Corporation was not a t  all certain that 
they wanted to m ove in that oirection in terms of direct billing ra ther than a lum p  sum 
payment. So, Mr. Speaker, we have spent $300,000 on the reco m mendation that this Minister 
says, these are the great things that w e  w ill accom plish. We've accom plished no thmg; we 
have blown $300,000 down the arain; we now go around this province and pussyfoot on this 
Autopac report for the next two years , saying, " Look, we love Autopac , we love Autopac, 
w e're not going to do anything about i t." W ell, Mr. Speaker, the people of Mani toba know 
better. They know that in the back of the m ind , the li t tle mind of the li t tle Pre m ier of this 
province, that he intends to rid this province of Autopac, Mr. Speaker. They do not believe 
hi m any m ore, and, Mr. Speaker, the motorists and the people of Mani toba will deal their 
verdict as soon as this Premier has the courage to call the next election. 

M R. S PEAK ER: The Honourable First Minister. 

M R. LYO N: Mr. Speaker, I am delighted to have this opportunity to partici pa te in the 
Throne Speech Debate, an annual event that all of us, as me mbers of the House, look forward 
to. In the last several days, Sir, you have been commendeo ti me and ti me again, and I say 
deservedly so, for the invaluable contribution that you have made to this House. You have 
fulfilled and you are fulfilling your responsibilities with distinction, and there is certainly no 
doubt , that the stature in your office has been elevated by the objectivi ty ,  by the com m on 
sense, by the good h umour which have marked your presence at the head of this C ha mber. 

May I, Sir, at the outset,  add m y  own personal congratUlations, and w elcome in a formal 
way to the newly elected m e mbers who have joineo us at this session. As others have said 
already , you all have the honour to succeed me mbers who played an i m portant role in the 
development of public policy in our province, and I have no doubt, that you in turn will make a 
contribution and will represent your consti tuents most ably , regardless of the lengths of the 
ter ms that the public of Manitoba maoe in ti me accora to you. 

The com m en ts of the Mover and the Seconder of the main motion, the Honourable Me mber 
for River Heights,  the Honourable Me mber for Springfield, deserve war m  congratulations -
I'm s orry , the Honourable Me mber for Emerson - deserve warm congratUlations that they have 
received from both sides of the House. I think i t  is not w i thout signifi cance that both 
gentle men in question are legislative assistants in this Cha mber to the two respective 
Ministers, and I think that they have, ouring their -- in the case of the one member, his short 
ti me in the House, ano in the case of the o ther me mber ,  his ti m e  since 1 977  a m ply 
de monstrated the qual i ty that was manifested in the speeches that they gave at the opening 
of the session. 
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May I ,  of  course, as well, Sir ,  congratulate the Honourable Me mber for Selkirk, the Leaaer 
of the Opposi tion, on being confirmed as leader of his party and Leader of the Opposi twn, a t  
that hard-fought contest that took place several weeks ago. We like to see h i m in his 
confirmed posi tion, and we know tha t he w ill continue to render service to this House in that 
position for many many years to come. 

Mr . Speaker , probably more than any o ther regular debate in this House, I look forward to 
reading and listening to and occasionally participating in the debate on the Speech from the 
Throne, along w ith the Budget Debate that proviaes all of the members with an opportuni ty to 
present a wide range of concerns, and for all of us to raise our si gh ts beyond some of the oay 
to day busin ess before us to the broaaer questions, to the goals , to the priori ties and to the 
options for not just the weeks ahead but for the years ahead and for the decades ahead. This 
debate offers a chance to address first, principles, for all of us to define what we stand for, i f  
w e  are no t ashamed o f  what w e  stand for ano what w e  want to achieve, ana how we propose 
to go about i t. This kina of debate, Sir ,  is essential as a basis for a reasoned and an honest 
approach to parliamentary govern ment , not only here in this Asse mbly but in Legislatures 
across the country ano in the Federal H ouse as well. 

Along wi th the vast majority of me mbers in this House, I a m  s ure, I witnessed w i th some 
concern I m ust say and regret the lack of canaour which marked the recent feoeral election 
ca m pai gn, particularly on the part of the newly elected federal govern m ent. Ana I a m  not , 
Sir ,  in any w ay w i thdrawing m y  com ments ano congratulation to the Prime Minister ana his 
new Cabinet this afternoon. I'm m erely saying that what we have wi tnessea in this country 
during the campaign, which ter m inated on the 1 8 th of February, was I think an unfortunate 
development ,  not in the results so much, but in the manner in which the result was achieved 
in terms of poli ti cal campaigning, in terms of the lack of canaour , the <lodging of issues, that 
took place <luring that ca m paign. A govern ment  was elected on a non-platform of non issues, 
and that, Sir ,  does not bode w ell for the integrity of politi cal life in this country. Ana as I 
said before, i t  w orked. 

The end result was that the party w i thout a platform ,  the party that chose not to discuss 
the issues, won the election. And I m erely suggest to you that i t  shoulo make every legislator 
in this country, including all of us in this H ouse, who have aedicatea his or her careers to 
genuine, conscientious public service, ponder the very severe i m pli cations of that k ind of a 
campaign upon the public of our country ana indeed, the public of our province. I can only 
hope that this victory for the poli tics of cynicism - and I can think of no better term for i t  -
will soon be revealed to be for what i t  was, and that i t  w ill not undermine still further , the 
someti mes fragile credibility of  governm ents ana legislatures in our whole w estern 
parlia mentary syste m. 

Because of my concern, Sir ,  about some of the tactics used by the successful party in the 
last few months in the federal election, I've been aisturbea, to say the least , by som e  signs ,  
and I hope that they die a-borning, that the members opposite, in  some desperation, are 
feeling com pelled to aaopt the sam e  approach. Throughout this debate, the com ments of the 
m e mbers opposite have lacked consistency, they've lacked substance, they've lacked really 
any sense of reali ty , w i th respect to what is happening in Mani toba in 1980. 

The new Leaaer of the Opposi tion, Mr. Speaker, talked boldly about setting a new 
direction for his party , but what have w e  seen so far. We have seen no new direction at all. 
What we have heard is an untidy, lack lustre rehearsal of their aimless wanderings in the 
general policies of' this govern m ent,  bu t not a new iaea or a new thought put forward by the m 
a t  all, what I woula prefer to call, Mr. Speaker, a dustman's collection of' old, worn-out ideas 
based on old discredited theories ana packaged in olo ano increasingly irrelevant rhe toric .  
Seldo m have I seen de monstrated, Mr. Speaker , as  vivioly as in  this past week, the absolute 
bankruptcy of new ideas, the lack of any sense of priority a m ong the opposi tion ano the 
co m plete disorganization of thought and action that w e  have seen manifested in the various 
speeches, wi th one or two notable exceptions. 

And I take a mo ment, Mr. Speaker , to point to one of those exceptions, the speech of the 
Honourable Me mber for Inkster ,  wherein he set forth what his own poli tical creeo was ,  ano 
set i t  forth very very clearly; and wherein he set forth why he sits today as an independent 
me mber of the New Democratic Party ano se t that for th, perhaps not as clearly ano as 
expl ici tly as he did in some of his earlier statements, b ut set i t  forth in language that w e  
could all understand , and said what he believed in. 
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But looking to the par ty that he  has left, and that party obviously is much the poorer for 
his leaving i t ,  we  see no such candour.  We see no such a ttem pt to formulate plans and ideas 
for Manitoba in the 1 980s. How often have you heard me,  Sir, in this House say, that one of  
the funda men tal jobs of  a good opposi tion is to provide good opposi tion ,  because i f  they 
provide good opposition, then they help to provide better government. And one of the things 
that an opposi tion party as a basi c responsibili ty , is to provide new ideas ,  because as I've said 
b efore and m any oth ers  on this side of the House have said b efore, the 33 men and women on 
this side of the House do not have any monopoly on new ideas. We don't have any monopoly 
on wisdom; we n eed help. Any government n eeds help fro m  ti me to ti me w i th constructive 
cri ticism of i ts policies and wi th ideas that can be kni tted in to the policy fram ework that i t  
atte m pts to provide for the benefi t o f  all of the peopl e  to whom w e  are ulti mately 
respons ible. But we're not getting that from the NDP - a dustman 's  collection of old rhetoric ,  
based on  meanderings through old tracks such as the Regina manifesto and the o ther kind of  
pervas ive ending, that see ms to  afflic t  all of the public state m en ts  that are made by most 
m e mbers on the opposite side. 

W ell, Mr. Speaker , I think I need not read any lesson to my honourable friend, the Leader 
of the Opposi tion. He can see from the reading of Hansard in ti mes gone by that there is an 
i m por tant role for hi m to play and I would suggest that he read some of those debates. 

I would suggest tha t  he read som e  of the debates or look at the news clippings of the 
debates that took place back in the late Fi fties when the then Leader of the Opposi tion, Duff 
Roblin , was trying to indi cate the policies that would be followed by his party if it w ere to 
succeed the Liberals in office, and he w ill benefi t fro m  that k ind of discussion and from that 
kind of reading. 

I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, in all modesty, that he might even read the speeches that 
w ere del ivered by the Me mber for Riel as he then was, when he was Acting Leader of the 
Opposition in 1976.  And heaven forbid, he  might even read a speech that I m ade in 1977 when 
I sat in his very posi tion, as Leader of the Opposi tion, and expressed ideas and thoughts and 
i mprovements on government pol icy in this House, and ideas as to what we would be doing 
when we came into office. But we listened in vain, Mr. Speaker , as we listened to the Leader 
of the Opposition make his contribution to this debate, for anything n ew,  for anything o ther 
than the usual old socialist rhetoric ,  the short-term m yopi c  view that is so often brought 
forward by the m .  

We had an exa m pl e  of i t  in Q uestion P er iod today. The quick trick type of m entali ty, a s  I 
call it ,  Mr. Speaker, trying to look no further than the end of your nose . Wha t he said in his 
w orked-up concern, which was not too terribly genuine, what are we going to do as a 
Legislature about the fact that School Division No. 1 is cutting back on the number of i ts 
staff people? 

Well,  first of all that is a responsibility of  School Division No. 1 ,  b ecause the Legislature 
of this province has given School Division No. 1 the right to run i ts own affairs. 

Se condly, by h is deft sort of sleight-of-hand, he avoids the fact - and the Minister of 
Education had to point i t  out to hi m .  And may I suggest, Mr. Speaker, that when I'm talking 
about this I'm talking about a question of debating integrity in the H ouse. I suggest m y  
honourable friend m i ght pay some a ttention to 1 t ,  because he is a person o f  integrity. But I 
hate to see hi m slipping into sloppy ways in ter ms of how he uses his facts. He has enough 
colleagues on tha t  side of the House who do that already. 

And I suggest with the greatest of  respect, Sir, that he has a responsibility as Leader of 
the Party and Leader of H er Majesty's Loyal Opposi tion, not to use the qui ck tri ck type of 
approach that was manifested regretably today in the question period, when he chose to 
i gn ore, qui te conveniently , a demographic fact of  li fe that faces every jurisdiction i n  Canada, 
and indeed most  jurisdictions in the western world, namely that we have a declining school 
population. And i f  you have a declining school po pulation, i t  would see m syllogistically tha t 
sooner or later you are going to have a decl ine in the number of people who are required to 
teach that declining po pulation. Even a cursory tip of the hat to that funda m ental fact I 
think, would be more in keeping w i th the personal integrity of the man which I accept as 
being high. And I suggest tha t his debating techniques in the House will i m prove considerably 
i f  he would, from ti me to ti me, acknowledge the fact that the quick trick is not the way to 
w in elections; the qui ck trick is not the way to win debates. The quick trick, the 
sleigh t-of-hand, the deftness and so on, is not the way to w in the confidence of the people of  
Mani toba. 
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And a t  the risk of sounding pa ternalistic,  Mr.  Speaker , I can really say to him that I say 
that earnestly to hi m because I believe he is a person of integri ty and we want to see that 
integrity manifested in the debates in this H ouse, a l ittle better than we have to date. 

Mr. Speaker, in that connection wi thout w orrying the point, I call to m y  honourable 
friend's attention another - just a slight exa m ple - of what I call the quick trick type of 
debate tactic.  You know it 's the kind of thing you can get away wi th occasionally on the 
platform ,  the hustings, but m y  honourable friend has ye t to learn that you can't ge t away with 
i t  in this House,  and pray God you never w ill be able to get away wi th i t  in this House. 

My honourable friend said in his contribution to the Throne Speech Debate on Monday, the 
25th of February , quoting from the Throne Speech, he saio and I'm quoting m part • . .  this is on 
Page 4 1: 

"Bu t only a few paragraphs prior to that sta te ment w i thin the Throne Speech, w e  are tolo 
in an unequivocal manner ,  and I quote, 'Economic grow th and job creation w ere lagging b ehmd 
the rates achieved in other parts of Canada."' Continuing, the Leader of the Opposition said: 

"Mr. Speaker, this blatant admission of the sluggish performance of the econom y  over the 
past two years is the only honest economic sta te ment contained w i th in this Throne Speech." 
And then he goes on to talk about o ther things. 

I said to h i m  across the House at the ti me, "Read the preceding paragraph. Be fair to 
yourself, " and I take a moment in this debate, Mr. Speaker, to read the part of the Throne 
Speech that he was presuming to quote fr o m ,  and here is what i t  said. Ano I am quoting fro m  
Page 4 o f  Hansard , o f  February 2 1 ,  1980,  a t  the botto m .  H ere is what the Throne Speech sai d: 

"At the ti me of the first session of the thirty-first Legislature the ability of m y  
govern m ent to undertake si gnifi cant reforms or i m prove m ents o f  the services provioed to 
people in Mani toba was severely l i mi ted by the harsh financial realities my Ministers hao to 
face. 

"Be cause economic growth and job creation were lagging b ehind the rates being achieved 
in o th er parts of Canada, govern men t  revenues w ere growing slowly. Resources available to 
government were co m mitted in many cases to purposes which ,  in the view of m y  Minister, did 
not operate effectively or usefully in the interest of Mani tobans." And then, Mr. Speaker: 

"Because of the measures my government has taken over the past two years while carrying 
out the first part of i ts overall process of recovery for Mani toba, my Ministers inform me 
that we are now in a much stronger posi tion to continue adoi tions ano i mprovements in 
services to people in the province." 

Mr. Speaker , you may say i t's a s mall point, and I agree i t  is a s mall po int. Bu t I think i t  is 
inoi cative of the kind of debate that my honourable frieno shoulo avoid , trying to ge t away 
w i th a quick trick in the H ouse, because really the posi tion and the offi ce that he fulfills 
deserves better. Ano I m erely suggest to him ,  Mr. Speaker, that the House will be better ano 
he w ill be a better Leaoer of the Opposition, a better potential pre mier some day, i f  he w ill 
avoio tha t kind of tactic and debate ano i f  he will just state the facts as they are , especially 
where the contradiction of i t  is so very very easy. 

These are not the poli tical hustings that m y  honourable friend has been on in the last 
several weeks where he could get away w i th saying anything. In here, Mr. Speaker, fro m  ti me 
to ti m e  we are all helo to account for what we say. And, Mr. Speaker, I m erely pass that 
along in the best of goodwill to my honourable friend in his first year of confirmed posi tion as 
Leader of the Opposi tion, in order tha t he may - and his party as well - benefit from that 
kind of i mprovement in debating technique. 

W ell,  Mr. Speaker, what I was saying earlier about the contributions to the Throne Speech, 
I think are self-evident, and i t  should be self-evioent to my honourable frienos that 
sloganeering, that half-truths, that mental sloth , i f  I may use that ter m ,  are no passports to 
responsibility in this province. Mr. Speaker, left-wing nit-wittery ano tom foolery translate 
into politi cal quackery of the w orst kind, ano really that's what we've been hearing in a lot of  
the Throne Speech. 

So I hope, Mr. Speaker , that members of the opposition will shape up a bit and w ill respond 
to this new face that they're putting on unoer their new leadership, ano will start to act like 
an opposition that has not a myopi c point of view, that is willing to consider the real problems 
that face Mani toba, and is willing to carry on in tha t regard in the course of the o ther major 
debates that w ill take place in this House. 
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Mr. Speaker, I suppose n o  one should be surprised that some m e mbers opposi te are trying 
to e m ulate their friends in Ottawa who are the majority party. It would be to their 
advantage, I suppose, i f  the peopl e  of Manitoba were to forget the past and were to overlook 
their real goals and their real plans , because of  course, Mr. Speaker - and this has been said in 
this House before - m y  honourable friends can keep dodging and weaving as long as they want, 
but sooner or later in this Session, certainly before we have to mee t  the people again, there 
are a number of funda mental questions that m y  honourable friends are go ing to have to 
answer to: 

No. 1 .  What kinds of increases in taxation do they intend to i m pose upon the peopl e  of 
Mani toba when they star t resum ing the spending spree that they w ere engaged in up until the 
1 1  th of October 1977? Just what taxes are they gomg to raise? Where are they going to get 
the money, Mr. Speaker, to build all the extra things that they want  built, to do all of the 
o ther things that they want to have done, and i f  they're not going to raise the taxes, how 
much are they going to raise the defici t  by ? Because there are only two alternatives. You've 
e i ther got to raise taxes to increase revenues, or you've go t  to increase your defici t, that is 
assum ing some stability in the economy. 

And Mr.  Speaker , under my honourable friends, w e  could not even assume stability in the 
econom y  because they drove out hundreds of millions of dollars of investment capi tal by their 
confrontationist and their expropriative types of tax laws that they had while they had the 
responsibility for public  office in this province. 

I see, Sir, i t's now 5:3 0. 

M R. SPEAKER: Order please. The hour being 5 :3 0 ,  I am leaving the C hair to return 
at 8:00 o'clock. 
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