


Friday, June 1, 1979

ORAL QUESTIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Vital.

MR. D. JAMES WALDING: Mr. Speaker, in view of the fact that the Provincial Auditor was prevented
from giving information to the House yesterday, what consideration has the Government House
Leader given to calling a meeting of the Public Accounts Committee?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris): Well, Mr. Speaker, the normal practice, and that certainly
is not the normal practice that was followed by honourable friends opposite, will be followed in
permitting the members to question the Provincial Auditor.

MR. WALDING: A supplementary question to the same Minister, Mr. Speaker. In view of the fact
that the government prevented the Provincial Auditor from giving facts to the House concerning
the sale of farmlands, would the Honourable Minister announce the date of the next Public Accounts
meeting?

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, that announcement will be made in due course.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Vital with a final supplementary.

MR. WALDING: No, Mr. Speaker, it's a new question. It's addressed to the Honourable Minister
of Agriculture. In view of the fact that the Provincial Auditor was prevented from giving facts to
the House . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please, order please. The Honourable Member's question is repetitive and
out of order.
Orders of the Day. The Honourable Member for St. Vital on a point of order.

MR. WALDING: | wish to rephrase the question, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Vital.

MR. WALDING: Mr. Speaker, in view of the circumstances surrounding the Provincial Auditor and
the facts he appears to have at his disposal, does the Minister of Agriculture have a statement
to the House at this time regarding the sales of farmlands?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

HON. JAMES DOWNEY (Arthur): Well, Mr. Speaker, for the benefit of the members opposite who
have asked that question many times and have been answered many times in Committee, the fact
that they have asked for an Order for Return on those farmiands and I've accepted that, we are
proceeding to get that information. | think we are fully co-operative in providing them with that
material which has been requested.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Eimwood.

MR. RUSSELL DOERN: Mr. Speaker, | want to direct a question to the Minister of Tourism. In
the advertising that is being directed to the United States for American tourism, is one of the main
features of that advertising the dotlar discount?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Tourism.

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker. it's not one of the main features, but it is
brought to their attention.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, in view of the gas shortage in the United States, and the long lineups

at pumps, etc., is the Manitoba government featuring that in their advertising at the moment,
American tourists will not have any difficulty obtaining gas in our province, or in our nation?
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to improve the situation temporarily at The Pas. This government has made no improvements
whatsoever, but they have gone to the town Council, and you know, | say to the Minister of Health,
| really believe that they have in effect, misled the town Council. All that they have done; they have
gone to the town Council and they have said: “We are redrawing and redesigning the facilities”
and on that basis, Mr. Chairman, they have had permit extensions. | really do not feel that that
was a genuine case and a genuine position put by the Minister. | believe that they have in fact
misled the town Council, because the crunch came with the permit running out. So they addressed
themselves to the smaller problem of the permit by saying that they are of course redesigning still
further. And we don't know how many more months it will be before that redesign will take
place.

We know that in eighteen months they’re back to Square One, and we know that it's going
to take another six or twelve months, the way they operate, to come up with a plan, then they’ll
tender the plan, and then they’'ll design the building. This is ail taking a very long period of time,
Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The hour being 12:30, | am now leaving the Chair and will return at 2:30 this
afternoon.
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