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MR. RANSOM: Well, Mr. Speaker, I'm uncertain as to whether that particular point was made. |
believe it has been reasonably well uni  stood. but | certainly will undertake to find out whether
that point was in fact made.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.
MR. LLOYD AXWORTHY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have a question for the Minister . . .
MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable member has had three questions now.

MR. GREEN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, | have looked over Hansard very carefully and find that you permit
one question and three supplementaries.

MR. AXWORTHY: Oh, really?
MR. GREEN: if you, Mr. Speaker, want me to verify that to you. | wili certainly do so.

MR. SPEAKER: Order piease. | want to inform the honourable member that | allowed seven
successive questions the other day.

MR. GREEN: That gives me three more, | believe.
MR. SPEAKER: Order piease. The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.

MR. AXWORTHY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | will ask one question and two supplementaries, Mr.
Speaker. | address my question to the Minister of Consumer Affairs and ask him if his department
has been made aware of the problem of the children’s diet book that has been asked to be withdrawn
from bookstores throughout the United States and Canada because the advice it has given has
led to the death of several children in the United States? Has the Consumers Bureau taken action
on this particular book, and do we know whether in fact it's on sale in bookstores in
Manitoba?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affa

HON. EDWARD McGILL (Brandon West): Mr. Speaker, tot Member for Fort Rouge, | have not
had this matter brought to my attention; | am not aware of any representations being made or
undertaken by the Consumers Bureau. | will certainly accept the member’s advice in this matter
and enquire.

MR. AXWORTHY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would ask, by way of supplementary, that the Minister
might as well have his department contact bookstores to determine whether the book titied ““Let’s
Have Healthy Children”” — which seems somewhat ironic — in fact is on sale in their bookstores
and should be withdrawn at the same time.

| would also ask the Minister of Consumer Affairs if he has an answer to the question | raised
tast week concerning the allowable rent increases that will be permitted in those apartment blocks
in which the Supreme Court decided that the appeal by the landlords w  to be rejected. Are the
rents to be based upon the present rent scale that was based upon the intlated rents, or will they
be reduced thereby to the original 4 and 5 and 6 percents that were under the original Phase |
and |l of the Rent Control Program?

MR. McGILL: Yes, Mr. Speaker. This refers to the question asked by the member on Friday last,
and relates to the Supreme Court denial of the appeal of Ruttan Corporation, | believe.

The Phase | and II decision issued by the Rent Stabilization Board established the allowable
rent for Phase |l of the Rent Contro! Program and the landlord currently has an application | 1ding
for an increase above the allowable for Phase Il

Mr. Speaker, that has not been dealt with by the Rent Stabilization Board. | presume pending
the decision of the Supreme Court with respect to the appeal which had been lodged by Ruttan
Corporation, that appeal of course was denied some weeks ago and | presume that the Rent
Stabilization Board will now be processing the appeal with respect to Phase Hl. | can tell the member
that then the allowable increases for Phase IV will depend upon that decision of the Rent Stabilization
Board.
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honouraolé Member tor Lac du Bonnet. On. the Honourable Leader of the
Opposi

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, the brief announcement having been made by the Minister, it's
understandably a very cursory statement or announcement. | think it would be appropriate for me
to only ask whether the Minister can say whether the condition of the pilot is known. | might add,
as an afterthought in this connection, that Manitoba has really been well served for a generation
and more by those who initiallyvery srnall in number have helped to open up the northern part of
the province by way of profe  >nal and courageous flying. bush piloting through Northern Manitoba
since World War !l and even prior to that. There is much that should be said — perhaps now is
not the occasion. On the other - hand, we know that from time to time these kinds of incidents
occur. It is part of the aimost to be anticipated occasional accidents, sometimes tragedies that occur
in what is oftentimes a risky occupation.
Can the Minister say whether he knows?

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Speaker, we do not know the condition of the pilot at this particular time.
And in relationship to what the Honourat Leader of the Opposition has said. | can only concur
that the pilots that fly in the bush country are certainly of high profession and high character.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Before we proceed any further. may | suggest to the Honourable
Minister that if he receives additional information at whatever time this afternoon, whether we be
in the House or in Committee, that he relay it to all members of the Chamber.

ORAL QUESTIONS (Cont’d)
The Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet.

MR. SAMUEL USKIW: Yes. Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Minister of Agriculture took as notice a
question | put with respect to the controi and eradication of Dutch Elm di ise in Manitoba. I'm
wondering if he's in a position to indicate to us just what his present program is.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

HON. JAMES E. DOWNEY (Arthur): Mr. Speaker, I'm checking with the department and it is my
understanding that there is a tree removal program that is cost-shared with the province, a
cost-sharing agreement that the province and the towns or municipalities share in the cost of tree
removal with the Dutch Elm disease.

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Speaker. further to that. | would like to know what the particular arrangement
is with respect to individual property owners in which case the elm disease has been found and
just how it is, or what the policy is, with respect to eradication and clean up.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, on discussing that with the department. to mv knowledae, to this
date, | don’t believe there has been a program to work with individuals or to r we tr 3n private
land. However, we will continue to see if that has b i the case in the past, but my knowledge
to this particular time is that there has not been — but not saying for sure that there hasn't been
— we will still continue to check, and if it has been done. we will consider that in the future.

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Speaker. | can assure the Minister that that was part of the ongoing program.
The former Attorney-General had his trees cut out without his being at home or having given
permission, a year ago. This has been ongoing for three or four years now, and if there is a change
of policy | think the people of Manitoba would want to be aware of it, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Member for St. Boniface.

MR. LAURENT L. DESJARDINS: Yes, Mr. Spea . | have a question of the Honourable Mir
of Health. | received a report or statement that worries — 1'll give the statement of this report
to the House, but | would like to first of all ask the « ion of the Honourabte Minister. Could

he check to see if this report is factual, and then if so, what it will do to the care of patients and
also the morale of the staff? Now, I'm talking about the Victoria Hospital, it apparently had a deficit
of $565,000.00. The Minister informed them that they would receive $300,000 to help pay for this
deficit, and since then the hospital has caused more layoffs -2 in the housekeeping staff, 1
O.R. orderly, 1 X-ray technician, 1 iab technician, 1in tl teaching education depar :nt, and there
are 9 nurses that have left that will not be replaced. And the contingency. they have no n vy
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gentiemen opposite. | think that should be satisfactory.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question to the Minister is then, when s  tablethat
report as she has indicated she will do tomorrow. is she also pre; ed to table any copy of work
improvement orders issued by the Workpiace H :h and Safety Livision for Canadian Bronze?

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. May | suggest to the honourable member he is asking for an internal
document and perhaps it should be done by an Order for Return or an Address for Papers.
The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: Thank you. Mr. Speaker. | would ask the Minister then, when tabling her report
tomorrow if she would include in that report any notice that has been given to Canadian Bronze,
not specifically and in detail, but any gene  notice that has been given . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Would the honourable member care to rephrase his question?

MR. COWAN: Mr. Speaker, | am trying to rephrase my question. Would the Honourable Minister,
when tabling her report tomorrow. include in that report —(Interjection)— | would like to make my
question, Mr. Speaker, without interruptions from the First Minister. Would she include in that report

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The Honourable First Minister on a point of order.

MR. LYON: . . . the Honourable Member for Churchill, when he is told that he is out of order
by the Speaker, Sir, he is out of order.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster on a point of order.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, to the old man over there, aithough an Order for Return is a way of
obtaining documents, there is no rule against asking for a document to be tabled. It has n done,
Mr. Speaker, on numerous occasions and acceded to. If the Honourable Minister says she doesn’t
want to, that is one thing, but it is not out of or to the old man — to request it.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Mir er on a point of order?

MR. LYON: Yes, Mr. Speaker, on the same point of order. My honourable friend, with his usual
deafness, conveniently avoids the fact which has already been pointed out by you, Sir, that the
second document asked for by the honourable member is not callable.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Kildonan on the same point of order?

MR. FOX: In all deference to you, | would hope the Premier would recognize the fact that you
can make your own decision and he shouldn’t have to take your side in tt case.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister on the point of order?

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, on the point of order, | quite recognize, Sir, your judiciousness in this
House,and may | say. in the dying days of the House, Sir. the extremely fine way in which you have
conducted the Chair of this House during this session. My only point in intervening, Sir. was to
indicate that when you had made an order with respect to a matter of debate, that that order should
be obeyed by all members of the House, inciuding the Member for Churchill.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition on a point of order.

MR. SCHREYER: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the point of order that | speak to is the same as has been
spoken to by the previous speaker, and that is to indicate to you. Sir, that we too, on this side,
feel quite satisfied that you have conducted and carried out the responsibiliti  of the Chair and
of your office in a way that has been quite satisfactory most of the time, Sir, — most of the time.
In this particular case, however, your task has been made doubly difficult by the First Minister rising
on a point of order when you had the situation weli in hand. The Honourable Mem for Churchill
was asked by you, Sir, to rephrase his question and was well on his way to doing so. The document
in question, the First Minister alleges is not callable. That is, strictly speakina. not a proper
interpretation under the rules. The Minister may refuse to provide it but it is a lit  different than
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MR. DOERN: | say that by way of preamble, and | say to the First Minister, is he going to accept
any population figures that arise in tl  course of events, or he going to attempt to generate
the economic well-being and the social well-being of the people of Manitoba through one measure,
which is to retain a larger population rather than a naller population?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, if my honourable friend had been paying more attention to the legisiative
program of this government in the last several months he would realize quite readily, as do the
majority of the people of Manitoba. that we are attempting in this province, after eight long years
of drought, to improve industrial and work opportunities for the people of Manitoba, and thereby,
through lower taxation, less big government, and some of the other legacies that we inherited from
the socialist regime, to make Manitoba a better and a more fit place in which to live. That's with
respect to the first part of his question.

With respect to his preamble, | can only say that | have been waiting in vain for the last eight
months to hear a sensible question from the honourable member.

MR. DOERN: You know, Mr. Speaker, | don’'t know about the developed sense of humour. | do
believe the First Minister has an underdeveloped brain. Mr. Speaker. | ask the First Minister whether
he is aware of the fact that It _: numbers of people are leaving the province, that they are
professional people who are going out west and going to Ontario because of high unemployment
and because of stagnation in the Manitoba economy. Is he aware of that? s he concerned about
it, and what is he doing, because these people are leaving during his regime, not ours?

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, | am not aware of the allegations that are made by my honourable friend
because they are a figment of his own peculiar imagination.

MR. SPEAKER: The time for Question Period having expired . . . The Honourable Member for
Gladstone.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

MR. JAMES R. FERGUSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have some changes to make on the Statutory
Regulations and Orders Committee. It will be Mr. Orchard for Mr. Kovnats; Mr. Sherman for Mr.
Spivak; and Mr. Anderson for Mrs. Price.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Government House der.

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker. there seems to be an inclination to debate, as evidenced during
the Question Period, so | will ask you to call Bili 47.

GOVERNMENT BILLS — SECOND READINGS
BILL NO. 47 — AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW SOCIETY ACT

MR. WARREN STEEN (Crescentwood) presented Bill 47, An Act to nend The Law Society Act,
for second reading.

MOTION presented.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Crescentwood.

MR. STEEN: Mr. Speaker, the proposed amendment of Section 36 to The Law Society Act the
intent and the effect of the proposed amendment is to clarify and to liberalize the s utory
requirements as to citizenship or national status for admission as a barrister and solicitor in Manitoba.
The amendment is proposed in response to a request from the Law Society of Manitoba following
study of the matter by a special committee and a resolution of the benchers. The Act as now framed
requires an applicant for admission as a solicitor and calied to the Bar to be a British subject. Such
a citizenship requirement, Mr. Speaker, as commonly found in this or some other form in ¢ ar
legislation in other provinces is historically related to the required capacity of the solicitor on
admission to take an oath Oath of Aliegiance to the Crown. More generally, it ognizes the important
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QUESTION put, MOTION carried.

MR. SPEAKER: Can | have some indication of the next order of busin from the Government
House Leader?

BILL NO. 53 — AN ACT TO AMEND THE INCOME TAX ACT (MANITOBA) (2)

MR. GEORGE MINAKER presented Bill No. 53, An Act to Amend the Income Tax Act (Manitoba)
(2), for second reading.

MOTION presented.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Meer for St. James.

MR. MINAKER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, during debate on Bill 14, the Honourable
Minister of Finance indicated that the government was reviewing Manitoba’'s income tax refund
discounting provisions pr ntly in the Act in light of recently enacted Liberal legislation covering
similar problems, and in response to the Attorney-General's department, they completed
investigations with regard to the effectiveness of the present legisiation dealing with discounters
and found that they v e unable to apply t law in certain cases, and as a result, that some of
our citizens werz being taken advantage of by the ¢  ounters who operate presently in Manitoba.
And Mr. Speaker, while the current provincial legislauon establishes a maximum 5 percent charge
which a discounter may levy, the limit applies only to assignments of the refunds. The investigations
conducted by the Attorney-Gel al's department indicated that the Manitoba discounters in actual
fact were carryirig out their activities by using powers of attorney, and that from the taxpayers which
give discounters full access to the refunds, and unfortunatelv under these particular mechanics the
transactions simply do not fit the legal description of assig nts and therefore are not presently
covered by current legislation. And accordingly, there is no reasonat  basis for legal action under
the existing leg slation as it stands.

Mr. Speaker, in addition, the investigation conducted by the Attorney-General’s department
indicated that some discounters have taken the necessary steps to live within the 5§ percent limit
on the actual discounting of the refund, but have applied other fees for taxation preparation,
accounting services and so on, d since tax preparation charges, accounting and miscellaneous
fees are not dealt with specifically under the existing provincial legislation. the discounters remain
free to levy apparently excessive total charges while living within the letter of the law on discounting
activity itself.

Mr. Speaker, in reviewing the new federal legislation, there appea to be a similar definitional
probiem that may exist, and for this reason, Mr. Speal , we are proposing the bill that is pr :nted
to the House al this time for second reading.

While the federal legislation limits the rates applicable on acquisition of the rights to refunds,
this is somewhat broader than the assignments that we presently ha in the legislation, but
apparently transactions accomplished via powers of attorney will still be able to circumvent the federal
legisliation.

So, Mr. Specker, because discounters appear to have been successful in circumventing the intent
of our provincial legislation and because of the uncertainty that the federal legislation will be effective
in recognizing the urgency, that legislation be placed into existence so that we can protect people
in our society that have to take advantage of discounters. we are proposing the Bill 53.

The main provisions of Bill 53 are, one is that any discounter that will be practicing in Manitoba
or in business in Manitoba will have to register with the province. Further to that, if a discounter
is convicted of an offence under the Act, or the federal Act. he may have his registration revoked.
That’s one of the items and provisions in the Act that's | ore you.

Also, there is a more all-embracing definition of discounting to include all acquisitions of refunds
whether by sale, assignment, power of attorney, or any other means. There is also. Mr. S| ker,
a limit on the total charge which will include tax preparation charges, accounting fees and so on,
which discounters may level of 15 percent of the refund. While the 15 percent rate may appear
to be less restrictive than the current provincial legislation, the inclusion of the tax preparation and
accounting charges ensures that an overal! limit will apply to the total amount which the discounter
may charge. Mr. Speaker, as well, the 15 percent rule parallels the existing federal legisiation. lt,
as well, has the 15 percent charge.

Also, Mr. Speaker, there is a requirement that an upward adjustment in the refunds that are
finally received by the discounter must be returned to the taxpayer or the Federal Government for
crediting to the taxpayer’'s account.
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up for four montns, as some of them do, and go out of business immeaiately arer the tax season
so that they don’t have any expenses for three-quarters of the year, they would have to work by
operating for only the three or four month period, that if they were working on a 10 percent or
a 5 percent margin, they are doing well if you amortize that and figure it out on an annual
basis.

So, Mr. Speaker, with those few comments we will approve this bill and let it go to Committee,
where there may or may not be any representation. If we we going to oppose it, 'm sure the
two or three big operators in this field would be there in flying colours with reams of information
which they have to show how poorly they are doing in the business and yet despite the fact that
they are doing so poorly, they have opened up in province after province and | suspect that the
return on their investment is something that every member in this House would like to have on
their business.

QUESTION put, MOTION carried.
BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Kildo .

MR. FOX: Mr. Speaker, | would like to announce a couple of changes. On Law Amendments take
Mr. Jenkins off and put Mr. Parasiuk on. On Statutory Regulations and Orders, take Mr. Corrin
off and put Mr. Hanuschak on.

MR. SPEAKER: Do those changes meet with the approval of tI House? (Agreed) The Honourable
Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: Call Bill No. 60, Mr. Speaker.
ADJOURNED DEBATES ON SECOND READING — PUBLIC BILLS
BILL NO. 60 — AN ACT TO AMEND THE LIQUOR CONTROL ACT (2)

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Member for Eimwood.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, | wanted to make a few remarks and ¢ ) n tion that the Member
for Wellington does not intend to speak on the bill and deferred to me.

| believe there are some problems associated with this bill, which may have escaped the
honourable member who introduced it, and | would also hope that the Attorney-General would make
his comments on this bill because | think there are certain problems associated with it. it sounds
innocent enough, namely that the Unicity Racquet Club and the Court Sports Club — one an indoor
tennis club, the other a squash and racquet club want to have liquor licences and are having
problems obtaining them, in view of the current legislation.

| would be quick to point out, Mr. Speaker, that many organi ions and many clubs and
operations are either unable to obtain liquor licences for what they consider to be their requirements,
or unable to obtain the kind of licence that they desire. | would also point out that | believe these
two clubs are both flourishing and are in fact excellent facilities, and we are very fortunate in having
facilities like this in the City of Winnipeg. | am personally more familiar with the Unicity Racquet
Club, since | occasionaliy play tennis there.

Mr. Speaker, | wish to look at some of the remarks made by the Honourable Member for
Crescentwood when he introduced the bill. He commented on how the organizations were having
a difficult time operating a suitabie food and liquor facility because of the fact that it was difficult
to obtain a licence and, in particular. difficult to obtain a licence only for liquor for if they were
to obtain a licence that covered both liquor and food that the food percentage was too high for
them to obtain.

My understanding and my experience with these clubs is that they simply have a cold sandwich
operation from a dispensing machine. | don't believe that either one has any kitchen or catering
facility. 1t's strictly canned soft drinks and cellophane-wrapped sandwiches, and chocolate bars.
—(Interjection)— All health food in a health operation.

The problem is of course that their members would like to ha  a drink and the clubs, | suppose,
could also use the revenue. But you know, Mr. Speaker, | have to point out that other clubs in
the city have faced the same problems and have deait with them. 'm sure thatt  Winnipeg Canoe
Club and the Wildwood Club, and the Kildonan Club, just to mention a few of the racquet sports
clubs, they have had to invest money to meet current liquor law legislation, in which they have had
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a crucial issue of it. | would ask the Member for St. Matthews to reaa nis view as to how private
property should be confiscated by the balance of the shareholders.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Are you ready for the question? The Honourable Member for St. Matthews
will be closing debate. The Honourable Member for St. Matthews.

MR. DOMINO: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | found the commer from the Member for St. Johns
and the Member for Inkster interesting. | always find their comments interesting and | find that this
House often hears from those gentlemen. In this case, I'll try to answer some of the questions they’'ve
raised, and I'm sure that if this House would see fit to pass this bill on to second reading that
this evening when the committee on Private Members' legislation meets. that the soiicitor for the
Club and a representative of the executive of the Club who ha requ ed legislation or a bill of
this type will come and be willing to answer the specific questions.

I'lt try to answer at least some of the questions that were brought up at this time. The bill was
brought forward to try and facilitate the operation of the Club. As the Member for St. Johns
mentioned, it is not specified in the Act or in tt  incorporation of the Club that it was an non-profit
organization, but it certainly has functioned in that fashion for the number of years it has been in
existence. The Club is having increased difficulty obtaining a quorum for their meetings and just
generally functioning because they can’t find enough shareholders; they aren’t aware of the location
of the shareholders and they can’t contact them, or when they do contact them there is no

response.
Originally when the Club was first established. there were . . . I'm not sure how many mambers
there were, as the Member for St. Johns asked, but there were 265 common shares and i Class

B shares. Again I'm not sure of the status of those shares, what rights or privileges or whether
any dividends were ever paid. I'm under the impression that no dividends were ever paid.

A question was asked concerning the assets of the Club. | was told this afternoon by the solicitor
for the Club, the Club really has no value at all except as a curling facility. They have a mortgage
outstanding on the Club. Probably if the Club was torn down, they wouid hope at least that the
mortgage could be paid off through the sale of the fand, but certainly it’s not a very valuable asset
such as the Granite Curling Club might be.

At present, of the original 265 shares that were issued, less than 160 of those people can be
found and the Ciub admits that it is due to their own neglect and the neglect of past directors
of the organization that good records weren’t kept, but at this point they are an organization which
is barely financially viable. It’s not a large profit-making organization. As I'm sure most members
are aware, curling clubs in this province do not make large amounts of mo . Should they be
forced to seek out and search the estates and search through — 1 don’t know by what matter of
means — but try and obtain the locations of all of the former shareholders, they are under the
impression this would be a financial burden that would be too heavy for them to undertake. It would
be a costly undertaking and they don’t feel that they have the resources so they have chosen to
come and take this route, to ask the House to pass a special bill on their behalf.

As | mentioned earlier, this is not the first time it’s been done. In 1969, when Mr. Mackling was
Attorney-General and when the Member for St. Johns and the Member for Inkster were in this House,
a very similar bill . . .

A MEMBER: What date?
MR. DOMINOC: 1969, it was assented to May 22, 1969.
A MEMBER: Mackling was not here . . .

MR. DOMINO: Well, then we had a Conservative Government at that time, did we? However. at
any rate, the Member for St. Johns and the Member for Inkster were both members of the Hou
at that time. At that time the bill passed through all . . . It was broughtin byt Member for Kildonan
on behalf of the . . . Pardon me, originally this . . . Well, | have to depend on the research that
was done by people in our office this morning. It was indicated to me that it was introduced by
Mr. Fox and no debate in the house at any stage, no recorded vote at any stage, passed by a
voice vote at all times. | could be wrong and | could stand to be corrected on that, but | believe
that the original piece of legislation, the precedent that I'm referring to, was called An Act to grant
additional Powers to Rossmere Golf and Country Club Limited. So there is a precedent, in my opinion
at least, for this sort of thing. °

| think that probably djring committee stage it would be appropriate to discuss the principles
behind this, but this legislation was brought forward by myself because this is a curling club in my
constituency which requires this sort of assistance from us if it is to continue to exist and if it we
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