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on the series of questions and answers In respect to 1. 1 would like to ask the Minister if
one of the ways that might be taken to ascertain the facts and the judc :nt of the matter, would
be to request of Manitoba Hydro that they proceed to divest themselves of that same said land,
given that that land that was acquired under rather questionable appraisal differentials, happens
to be no longer required by Manitoba Hydro, the right-of-way having been selected some two miles
south of this particular site. That being so, would the Minister consider the advisability of having
the land divested and resold to see in fact what the true market value is?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Minister of Finance.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, | think that is a pretty good sugg ion. | don't know what Manitoba
Hydro may have in store for it. They have indicated that they nave no use for it for workers or
for any other purposes and | presume that it would be something that could be put on the market.
However, the suggestion will be pas on to them and perhaps something will be returned in the
way of advice on it.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. George.

MR. BILLIE URUSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | wouid like to po a question to the Minister of
Municipal Affairs and ask him whether he has made a decision with respect to the application for
subdivision near the vicinity of the St. Andrew's Air Field within the Municipality of St.
Andrews.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Municipal Affa

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, | will have to accept that question as notice and look into the
matter.

MR. URUSKI: Mr. Speaker, while the Minister is taking that question as notice. could he also advise
the House whether or not the councii of the Rural Municipality and/or the planning district board
had occasion to review this application and what their position was with respect to this
application?

MR. MERCIER: Yes, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the Member for Eimwood directed a question to me as the
Minister responsible for the Manitoba Telephone System related to the hiring of one lain Grant,
and while | do not have the transcript of the question before me. Mr. Spea | | believe the inference
was that the hiring of Mr. Grant by MTS may have circumvented the intent of the redeployment
list. Mr. Speaker. | can tell the member that Mr. Grant was hired by the N itoba Telephone System
in June of 1975. He was with the Telephone System on contract until September. 1975. He returned
to the Manitoba Telephone System in January of 1977. He is employed on cont :t in the marketing
department of the Telephone System.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Eimwood.
MR. RUSSELL DOERN: Just for clarification, is the member indicating that Mr. Grant was not
changed in terms of his status from a contract employee to a permanent position within the last

six months?

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, | don’t recall that as part of the member's question. 1 har 10 information
before me that would indicate that his status has been changed within the last six months.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Meer for Elood.
MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, on that point | would ask the Mir er whether he would ¢l k out
the question of whether or not Mr. Grant was taken off contract and made a permanent employee

of Manitoba Telephone System since October.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet.

MR. SAMUEL USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, is the House Leader indicating that the Member for
Lac du Bonnet will now rule the roost in the committee? We will remind the Chair of the Committee
that would be in order.

MR. JORGENSON: As my honourable friend knows, there is no limitation on the amount of time
that any member can use to ask even foolish questions but that he also takes the responsibility
when meers who have come in some considerable distance to present briefs are not provided that
opportunity at the time that they want to present them.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. | would direct the honourable members to the Supplementary
Estimates. We are on Resolution 5. Manitoba Energy Council — $ 1.000; Other Expenditures
$120,000 —pass.

Resolution 5: Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty a further sum not exceeding $120,000
for Finance. Manitoba Energy Council, (b) Other Expenditures $120.000—pass.

Health and Social Development, Corrective and Rehabilitative Services — $154,000. (k) The
Alcoholism Foundation of Manitoba — $154,000-—-pass — the Honourable Member for Fort
Rouge.

MR. AXWORTHY: Mr. Chairman, | would address my inquiry to both the Minister of Finance and
the Minister of Health. The Minister of Health would remember that when we ¢ :ussed his Estimates,
myself and the Member for Winnipeg Centre were in substantial indignation about the fact that the
appropriation for alcohol services in the province had literaily been cut close to 20 percent and
that one of the consequences of that is that a substantial number of the private agencies working
the field of education and prevention would either have to cease operation altogether, | think in
the case of three or four agencies, or be substantially cut back in others. It was strongly urged
at that time that the Minister reconsider the appropriation for alcoholism. particularly in light of the
statements made by members of his own caucus concerning the dire threat of drunkeness that they
saw prevading the province and t  requirement therefore to raise the drinking je. Considering
that many of the services dealt in the field of prevention and education. it seemed to be the only
logical course. $

Now, Mr. Chairman, when | asked a question of the Minister a few days ago he didn’'t appear
to know fully whether this $154,000 would be appropriated specifically to those agencies, and | would
ask at this time whether in fact this new appropriation will be designé | to rescind and to
compensate, recompensate really, for the moneys that were cut back under the original
estimates?

MR. CHAIAN: The Honourable Minister of Health.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Chairman, | must advise the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge that the
$154,000 being sought from the committee at the present time is not designated or intended to
go to expand funding for any ex nal agencies or any programs other than those that have been
in existence in the past. in effect, it is going to pick up the costs of some of those programs in
the past that were not met by the amounts budgeted in previous years. The $154,000 represents
a deficit, the estimated deficit as at March 31st, 1978, for the Alcoholism Foundation of Manitoba.
It’s our intention and desire that the Foundation, which has operated at a deficit, and a substantial
deficit, | might say, for the past three or four years, put in a current operating position and
not be saddled with an ongoing deficit, and hence we want to meet that deficit ar.d pay it off during
the current year's appropriation distributions.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.

MR. AXWORTHY: Well, Mr. Chairman, | have to express my very serious disappointment at that
answer, because | think that during the course of the discussion of the | imates. that a case —
| think a logical case — was made to the Minister about the inadequacy and in fact the serious
mistake that had been made by his department and by the Alcohol Foundation in its funding of
the external agencies. Mr. Chairman, | wouldn’t want to make any wild-eyed claims about tl

consistent and total logical and effective cases always made by members of the opposition. There
are times when we are touched by a degree of hyperbole, | expect. but | can say with ali honesty.
Mr. Chairman, if there’'s anything that | ever tried to convince a Minister of. it was that. that the
government had made a mistake in the level of funding. that they were going to provide for very
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on these statistics, and the total jobs this year in the youth area t -esulted from either government
direct jobs or through the Youth Empioyment Program — private sector Youth Employment Program
— total about 6.800 jobs. That's what it adds up to this year, and that's through budgeted positions
in the departments and the STEP Program, and the private sector Youth Employment Program.
And then there’s a $300,000 amount in here, northern, for which is youth empioyment, as well, but
the total in job creation comes to just about the $7,000 mark. in terms of government involvement,
either directly or indirectly, which is higher. Mr. Chairman, than last year. and at less cost.

Mr. Chairman, the other question, i've forgotten .actly what it was, but the item we’re dealing
with is the $60,000 matter of the plant at Morden, which is an undertaking that is being fulfilled
in relation to the grant that was committed by the former government to this plant.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. | would ask the honourable meers if we can stick to the subjects
that are under discussion or under debate, and it is Other Expenditures $60,000.00.
The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Yes, I'm talking about the item Other Expenditures — Industrial Development, and
| really asked the Minister only one question which he didn’t answer, and the question was, Is the
government at all considering the preparation of an Industrial Development Plan? Maybe | should
address it to the Minister of Industry and Commerce, but his comments, Mr. Chairman, cause me
to make some reply. He did say that there is now a total of 6,800 jobs being created through various
job creation programs. | repeat, well, that's fine, if that is the case. and | repeat that the government
of Manitoba, July 1978, has accepted in principle the whole concept of job creation, and even though
we've heard criticisms from the Premier and his colleagues over the past few months — very critical
of the efforts of the NDP last year in job creation — nevertheless, they have accepted it, and |
still say it's a watered-down version. The Minister said, * it's more jobs than we got for iess money.
| dispute that, | haven't got the figures in front of me, but | do recall that we had 5,000 jo in
various sectors as of the mid-July count, and then on top of that we had 3,500 jol in STEP alone,
for 8,500, and there were others as well. But | don’t want to get into an argument about the actual
details. | simply say that we did put a lot more people to work because we spent more money,
and there's no other way of doing it than by the expenditure of money. for this type of
program.

Mr. Chairman, the Honourable Minister referred to the Globe and Mail painting a rosey picture.
Well, that article he  zrred to was written by Roger Newman. who is. | think, a fairly good reporter.
| don't know who he interviewed, whether it was meers of the Departn 1t of Industry and Commerce
— | know he interviewed one or two Winnipeg businessmen, and so on. | read the article as well,
and | think | would, although | respect Roger Newman, | think | would put a little more credence
in a study that has taken some many many months, by an intergovernmental Task Force, going
into a great deal of detail in forecasting in this case than | would an article written by Roger Newman,
or indeed, if | sat down like many reporters do and write an article in a day or two.

So | would simply ask the Minister — I'm repeating my question which he didn’t answer — and
that is, is it the intention of the government to formulate some sort of industrial development policy
guidelines or some industrial developn 1t strategy? | repeat. you did have the TED Report for all
its faults and drawbacks, nevertheless, it was an effort, in that pect. And so it’'s not something
that hasn't been done before that, and before that there was the COMEF Report, which | believe
was also a committee on Manitoba's economic future, that was also prepared by the Conservative
Government, | believe under the Conservative Government, so i'm not suggesting that you’d want
to engage in detailed economic planning. In fact ! think it's very difficult, if not impossible, for a
province to do that, be » we are indeed just that — a province — we’re not an island unto
ourselves.

So that was my essential question, and that is the question I'm asking.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. | would again remind the honourable meers that the subject under
discussion is Other Expenditures — $60.000.00. | have allowed great latitude hoping that we would
be able to discuss the items under discussion, and | would rule the Honourable Member for Brandon
East out of order, particularly on the discussion on Other Expenditures$60,000.00.

2.—pass.

Resolution 7: Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty a further sum not exceeding $60.000
for Industry and Commerce. Operations (g), Industrial Development (2). Other Expenditures —
$60,000—pass.

Resolution 8: Northern Affairs and Renewable Resour and Transportation Services. 6. Northern
Field Services Division (f), Grants and Purchase Services — $130.800 — the Honourable Member
for The Pas.
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that the money would be paid out within a month and it's been a month since tne Estimates have
been dealt with so | assume that the Minister of Finance has figured out how those funds are going
to be paid. | wonder if he couid tell this House how that item that was ignored in their Estimates
has now been paid out.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Chairman, | can tell you that it is not this item anyway.
MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. Arnold Brown: The Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Well, Mr. Chairman, in the past there wi a core grant made to the Metis
Federation. My recollection was that the Department of Agricuitu  budgeted $100,000 related to
that particular item and I'm not positive. | wonder if the Minister of Finance then could tell us whether
that basic or core funding stili goes to the Manitoba Metis Fec ation, through what appropriation
it goes, or whether this particular item relates to that core funding grant to the Metis
Federation?

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Chairman, perhaps it would be more appropriate if | undertook to give the member
a statement of the total amounts going to the Manitoba Metis Federation. this and anything other,
so that he will have the complete picture, and | will undertake to . . . if that is satisfactory with
him, so that he will then know in total what the grants are to the MMF.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, | wonder if the Minister could tell us how come this item got left
out, for what reasons it was left out and has to come in at this time in the form of Supplementary?
Does the Minister know what prevented them from being aware of this particular item when the
Estimates were approved?

MR. CRAIK: No. | can’t, Mr. Chairman. it is like any number of other items, probably the same
as the last item we dealt with here, although I'm not sure the agreement in that case, whether it
was at what time it was signed, but the agreement on the Tupperware Grant. certainly we were
aware of the obligation well back many months ago. Whether or not the timing was such that it
would have been possible to get into the first Estimates or not, | don't know. It may have been
one of those things that gets picked up. This may be in the same category. But | repeat that if
the objective of the member is to get a tota! picture of the grants under this category for the MMF,
I will certainly undertake to make sure that he does get that.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, | think one of the objectives on this side is certainly to fully
understand the detail of the Supplementary Estimates and what they are being used for. The other
is to understand fully the expenditures of the government which have been underestimated,
underexplained, and whereas last year’s Estimates, the amount was higher than was actually
expended and there are many areas where we found that either funds are being moved from last
year, funds last year in Capital are being spent this year and makes the Estimates appear to be
lower.

Mr. Chairman, since we are on the Northern Affairs, Re vable | ources and Transportation
Services, | wonder if the Minister can answer the question | asked previously or whether he is refusing
to answer that question, and that is, the amount to make up the difference in the per capita grants,
where willwe find that? Where is the government going to get the money from for that item?

MR. CRAIK: Well, to repeat again, Mr. Chairman, it is not this item. With regard to the other
assertion that moneys were carried forward because they provided too much last year and carried
it forward into this year, that is not the case. The member, if he is not awa he ought to be aware
as a Member of Cabinet, that moneys are not carried forward. Moneys lapse at the end of each
fiscal year. Some of these moneys here that you are voting are for obligations that existed as of
last year. The Air Canada settlement, for instance, on the disallowance of the tax collection from
Air Canada are moneys that are being taken out of this year's budget for court decisions that go
back into last year, although it is being appealed. You will find that probably about half of the mone
voted here are for decisions that carry forward from 1977-78 into the current year and current moneys
do not and have not generally been carried forward from one year to the next.

So, Mr. Chairman, | again indicate here that of the $130,800, this is not to cover the amount
the member has indicated for the per capita grants to the band councils. I'm not even sure that
would come under Northern Field Services because it covers the Indian bands in t  southern part
of the province as well. Although it may well come under that title. I'm not sure it is even under
this title.
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