














Friday, July 14, 1978

in the province. With regard to the Westman Media Co-op whicn is endeavouring to put into place
a cablevision system in western Manitoba, | believe early fall, preferably September, can the Minister
now advise whether his Department of Co-operative Development has vet arrived at a decision to
assist this co-operative financially inasmuch as they have been ex iencing certain start-up
difficulties.

mr. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Co-ops.
MR. McGILL: No, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Can the Honourable Minister advise the House whether. either through his information
as Minister responsible for the MTS, which is wholesaling the sign: i believe, or in his capacity
as Minister responsible for Co-ops, whether ti  cablevision system that is being put in place in
western Manitoba will be able to be operational by :ptember or has he any idea whether it will
be October or is it going to be deferred until spring, or just when will western Manitobans be able
to experience cablevision.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, in respect to the delivery of a signal to the Westman area, the original
target date was this fall. | have received no information that would change that date. If any such
amendment or change is indicated by the Crown Corporation, | would be glad to ensure that the
member opposite is advised.

MR. EVANS: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. | thank the Honourable Minister for his answer and
I am pleased to hear of the ability of MTS to deliver the signai at that time. Can he advise the
House, however, whether Westman Media Co-op itself will be in a position to be operational for
its target date either of September or October?

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, | am unable to speak for Westman Media Co-op.

MR. EVANS: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the honourable member’s answer and his position, however,
inasmuch as the Co-op is dependent upon his Department of Co-operative Development for certain
financial backing, would the Minister not have some idea from the Westman Media Co-op of estimated
start-up time, because | would think that would be o  of the considerations in whether or not you
grant further financial assistance.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, the member refers to an application which has been received by my
department from Westman Media Co-op with respect to the loan guarantees which were originally
granted to Westman Media. That application has not been dealt with, or any decision made in that
respect, so | am unable to provide any information specifically in reply to the member's
question.

MR. EVANS: Well, | wonder if | could ask a final supplementary, then. Could the Honourable Mir  er
indicate to the House when a decision will be made by his Department of Co-Operative
Development?

MR. McGILL: Well, Mr. Speaker, the application is now being processed and | would anticipate
that within the next week or two that decision will be made.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

HON. KEN MacMASTER (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, three or four days ago, the Member for Inkster
raised a question that | took as notice in relationship to whether Mr. Steward Martin had been
specifically asked for his opinion on the new clause in the flood agr nent. | think | clarified at
that time that | had not, as an individual, and to the best of my knowledge, | don't helieve others
have. Now, | should follow that by saying that there’'s always that possibility that s :body that
was dealing with it did certainly or possibly talk to Mr. Steward Martin, but his specific advice by
myself, and to the best of my knowledge by others, was not sought. His background material and
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