




















Tuesday, July 11, 1978

MR. JAY COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to tne Minister to whom Government
Air reports. On Friday last the Minister indicated that his depar :nt could review the possibility
of basing the MU2 in Thompson for the duration of the nursing employee-employer dispute, so that
it would be immediately available to those communities with reduced nursing staff. Can the Minister
now indicate as to what that decision, whether it has been made and if it has been made, as to
what it is.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.
MR. MacMASTER: No decision has been made, Mr. Speaker.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would like to direct a question to the Minister of Labour.
Last week the Minister undertook to contact the Attornev-General's Department to ascertain whether
her department’s interpretation of cases of alleged black ing by Winnipeg employers was supported
by the Attorney-General's Departinent. Can the Minister indicate now to the House the result of
her efforts in that regard?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minis of Labour.

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, | did contact the Attorney-General’s Office and | am just awaiting his
reply. | should have it by tomorrow.

MR. COWAN: Thank you. A supplementary to the Minister of Labour, Mr. Speaker. Can the Minister
report to the House as to the number of labour and management disputes that are currently i voived
with the Conciliation Services of the Department of Labour?

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, the number of work stoppages and amount of people out of work was
all in the paper on Monday, | believe it was, or Saturday. | could get a copy of it for you if you
would like.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The question to the Minister was not the number of work
stoppages, but as to how many of those work stoppages are currently and actively involved with
the Conciliation Services of her department.

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Member for Burrows.

MR. 8EN HANUSCHAK: Mr. Spea , | wish to direct my question to the Honourable Minister of
Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Attairs. In view of the fact that he has ceased publication of
Manitoba Moods could he advise those subscribers holding unexpired portions of subscriptions to
the magazine as to their status, particularly with respect to refund or whatever plans the Minister
may have.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Tourism.

MR. BANMAN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the staff is now in the process of refundii  the unused portion
of those particular subscriptions.

MR. HANUSCHAK: Mr. Speaker, could the Honourable Minister advise the House as to the future
of Manitoba Moods. | believe that he had indicated that he  negotiating with private publishers
for the continuation of it.

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, we are negotiating with some private publishers who have showed
some interest in maybe printing The Manitoba Moods. It would of course be in a different form.
because they would not be able to ssidize it to the tune of a quarter of a million dollars over three
years, but we are negotiating In the meantime it has been a decision to reimburse the people who
have unused parts of subscriptions and those refunds will be out in the mail very shortly.

MR. HANUSCHAK: Whatever negotiations it is that the Minister is engaged in. is he 30 negotiating
or attemting to negotiate the sale of the subscription list to the magazine?

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, | know there are certain negotiations going on with regard to some
people who are interested in it. At this point in * 2 | can’t give an answer on that.
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this point. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Could the member indicate, ember of Cabinet, did he
approve or his government approve or the Minister of Education approve those agreements and
pay out moneys which he alleges to be illegal agreements?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Eimwood.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, it’'s my understanding that those agreements were approved by our
Ministers of Education, yes, but | also do not recall participating in any debate or discussion on
them.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that in terms of this arrangement which went on between private and
parochial schools and the obtaining of money from the Departr 1t of Education, that there was
in fact some understanding between the Department, or people in the Department, and certain school
boards. As | said, the concern that | have is that when you go this far under the proposed legislation,
when you go that far, it isn’t much farther to go to give 100 percent of the operations and
maintenance. If all parochial schools can come forth and say, we are teaching 90 percent, 90 percent
of our program, or they can define it, define it as 90 percent of their program is public, even if
it's 70 or 80 or whatever it is, if they can say 90 percent and get 90 percent of the funds, then
all that they have to do is pay a small portion of their costs in terms of the pure teaching of religion
or theology in their schools. So the difference between that and 100 percent isn’t very far. Once
the government moves that far, it’s only a short step to 100 percent and then it's only a short step
to 100 percent of capital grants.

So that is where my honourable friends are going. Mr. Speaker. They should know that they’'re
going there and they should not take the position that they are simply legitimizing previous actions
of a previous government. That would be ! believe, misleading, and | aiso think it would in effect
dishonest. If the government wants to mc  to direct aid to private and parochial schools, et them
say so, let them take that stand and let them vote to a man to back it up. but | don’t think they
should come before this House and this province and say, v, all they're doing is they're making
legal what was illegal; they're simply correcting a defect in the leaal or legislative process.

Mr. Speaker, the one point | want to make . . . | assume | ‘e about 10 minutes ieft. One
point | wanted to make is that | believe there is a very serious danger. a very serious danger in
terms of a proliferation or an explosion of private and parochiai schools in this province, small ones,
really small ones. | think most members in this Chamber who are from the rural areas are familiar
with a sudden flowering of little schools throughout the province and now. the schools are going
to have a vehicle to obtain money from the Provincial Government that they never had before and
they will all come, there will be a long line outside the door of the Minister of Education, these
people will come with three students and eight students and twelve students and 20 students and
30 students and they will ask for funding and they will get in terms of their main costs, 90 percent,
90 percent of their costs are going to be paid for by the Minister of Education. So there will be
a proliferation of these little schools throughout the province. It's going to have a devastating iact
on the public school system, Mr. Speaker, because at the very time when the public school system
is sufferig declining enroliments all across the board, there are schoc being ¢l d up, there are
empty classrooms, there is a surplus of teachers, there is an obvious aeciine in the birth rate, there
is a change in the lifestyle and so on, the '50 baby boom is over and gone, there are people leaving
the province because there’'s no employment opportunities, they are looking for employment
elsewhere and, Mr. Speaker, the result is that there is a decline in the population of the public
schoo!l system, No. 1.

And No. 2, at that very moment my honourable friend is introducing legisiation to encourage
people to establish and expand private and parochial schools. There is going to be a double effect
and | say that it will be a negative effect on the public school system and that will be felt in the
next few years.

Because | know this iegisiation is going through, Mr. Speaker, | know that the Tories will vote

to a man, the Tories will vote to a man. —(interjection)— | think we’'ll see what happens on this
side but | believe on this side that it’'s a free vote and that those of us who v to support the
legislation will and that half will and halt won’t, whatever the breakdown will But the Tories,

they will give us either the old government vote, Mr. Speaker, 33-0, or since you cannot vote, 32-0,
or they’ll say it's a free vote. We all know what the free vote is. It means it's 31-1. That's what
a Conservative free vote is because we’ve seen two of them before. It means one guy votes against
the rest and they say therefore there was a split, there was a split. So what’s the difference whether
you all vote 32-0 or whether it's 31-1; it's the same thing. We don’t really care.

But | want to give the Honourable Minister an example and | read from somebody t | find
it peculiar to read from because he certainly wasn’'t one of my supporters. He certainly dian t think
the way | thought. He was a ciassic, ciassic right-wing Conservative.
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