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Friday, July 7, 1978
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

HON. STERLING R. LYON, Premier (Charleswood): Mr. Speaker. in response to the Leader of
the Opposition, | am expecting the Minister Of Finance will be in the Chamber, if not this morning,
certainly this afternoon, and I'll be happy to take the question as notice for him at that time.

MR. SCHREYER: i would like to ask the Government House Leader in view of the fact that we
note certain bills are still being tabled and presented for the first time. could the House lLeader
indicate if there are still bills to come.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

HON. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris): Mr. Speaker. there are no bills being presented for the
first time. Ali bi  that are now appearigg have already received first reading.

To the best ot my knowledge, with the exception of the appropriation bills, tI e are no more
bills to appear. The Farm Lands Protection Act will appear, but that bill also has received first reading
in this Chamber.

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, when | asked the Minister for bills still to come, they may
have been given first reading, but if they haven’'t been distributed they can hardiy be read and
understood, and accordingly, I'm askina whether the House Leader wants to call it “presented for
the first time” or whether one calls it /I g distributed and available for perusal for the first time”
it comes to the same thing. I'm asking then whether there are still bills to be distributed for the
first time, beyond those which are now before us?

MR. JORGENSON: As | said, Mr. Speaker, aside from the appropriation bills, to the best of my
knowledge, the only one that has been given first reading and is yet to appear would be the
amendments to The Farm Lands Protection Act, which is at the Printer's. at the moment.

MR. LAUNT L. DESJARDINS (St. Boniface): Mr. Speaker, isn't there a Real Property Bill and a
Statute Law Taxation Bill coming? 67, 68 and 707?

MR. JORGENSON: That is a companion bill with the The Farm Lands Protection Act.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Meer for Fort Rouge.

MR. LLOYD AXWORTHY: Mr. Speaker, vesterday | asked the Minister of Tourism and Recreation
about the cancellation of the government ipport for the Summer Dancing Program fOr the Royal
Winnipeg Ballet, which he said he woula investigate. | now have a letter that | received, a copy
from the Deputy Minister of Tourism and Recreation, announcing that cancellation. and the question
| would have is, why is it that a reiatively important decision to cancel that kind of program was
made by a Deputy Minister without consultation with the Minister responsible for this
department?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Industry and Commerce.

HON. ROBERT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye): Mr. Speaker, | undertook to get the exact details
for the meer yesterday, and | have them today. Tl fast number of years, the province conducted
what they call a program of Dancing In The Park, ana in 1977, because of the failure of contemporary
dancers in other groups not being available, the Royal Winnipeg Ballet was used solelv in this
program. It was decided, this r. that we would give other groups a chance, and as a ult we
hope in 1978 to have the Jewish Folk Ensemt and the Russian Ukrainian Dance, the Concert Hour
Ballet, which is from the Royal Winnipeg Ballet School, and we also hope, Mr. Speaker, to have
these groups — give them a chance to perform. It was felt by the department that the summer
programming is important to give exposure to not only the other performing groups in the province,
both professional and some of the top-ranking amateur dancing groups.

MR. AXWORTHY: Mr. Speaker, not being critical of the use of other groups, | would ask the Minister
why this decision was made only at the end of June, this letter is dated June 30th. at a time when
the Royal Winnipeg Ballet had already commissioned dancers for that period which will take place
in a few weeks time, and already had made commitments to its professional company to undertake
this rogram? Why was the decision made so late, and why was it made without any consultation,
why was it made without any anticipation that this kind of a decision - would be made. and
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HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker, I'll have the ans;er tor the gentleman 1tnis
afternoon.

MR. PARASIUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Over two months ago. | asked the Minister of Mines
whether in fact Joe Jarmoc had paid royalties on the gravel that was used to build his road for
his condominium development in the Whitesheil. The Minister undertook to find out whether Joe
Jarmoc had paid the royalties. Has he paid the royalties?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Mines.

HON. BRIAN RANSOM (Souris-Killarney): Mr. Speaker. evidently the Honourable Member for
Transcona was not in the House when that question was answered some two weeks ago.

MR. PARASIUK: Mr. Speaker, | also asked the Minister in that connection which royalty Mr. Jarmoc
paid, if it was determined that he paid royalties. There are two royalties applicable; could the Minister
tell us which royalty Mr. Jarmoc paid when he paid for the public gravel used for the building of
his road?

MR. RANSOM: Well, Mr. Speaker, | would refer the honourable member to the answer that |
provided some time ago.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Kildonan.

MR. PETER FOX: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Yesterday the Minister of Labour indicated she was
trying to communicate with the packing house management in respect to the lockout. Can she indicate
whether she was succe 7?7

MRS. PRICE: Yes, Mr. Speaker, my department was in contact with a spokesman for the packing
houses down east; they are at a standstill as far as their meetings are concerned. There aren’t any
slated in the future, at the present time.

MR. FOX: Can the Minister indicate whether there was any reason given for the lockout by Canada
Packers?

MRS. PRICE: No, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rupertsland.

MR. HARVEY BOSTROM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My qu ion is to the Mmister of Renewable
Resources and relates to the problem the fishermen have been having in the south end of Lake
Winnipeg with their catches this spring. Can the Minister report as to whether or not his department
has investigated the problems the fishermen are having, particularly with respect to the problem
| brought to the Minister of Environment’s attention, to a poliution-like substance that they are getting
caught in their nets? Can the Minister indicate if his department has been able to determine if this
is a common problem throughout the south end of Lake Winnipeg. and if it the problem that
is causing the reduced catches this spring? .

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

HON. KEN MacMASTER (Thompson): Mr. Speaker, | don't have any specific knowiedge of it, or
a specific answer for the Member for Rupertsiand, but | am aware of the situation and | am aware
that department officials, both those within my jurisdiction and | believe the Department of
Environmental Control, are looking at the situation right today.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Selkirk.

MR. HOWARD PAWLEY: Mr. Speaker, my question is to the Acting Attorney-Generai. | believe
the Minister of Industry and Commerce. Would the Minister of industry and Commerce accept this
question as notice and report back to the Legislature as to whether or not a resident of Winnipeg
was charged with assault as  result of having assauited a picketer at Mountain and McGregor last
night, pertaining to the Safeway strike?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Industry and Commerce.
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questions with regard to a group called Actors’ Showcase in the province. | am informed by the
Arts Council that the application for that particular program was received by the Arts Councii on
June 7th. which is several months later than normally. The Arts Council did not have enough time
to deal with this particular request. The request for funds was not $5,000, the member pointed
out; it was for $6,000.00. | am informed that in 1975-76 they got $250 from the Arts Council; in
1976-77 they got $1,000, and last year they got $3,000.00. They also received substantial funding,
| think something on the order of $27,000 from a Canada Works or a LIP grant, and the Council
has been in touch with them. They will be putting on a fall-winter program; the application, i
understand, is in for that, and that will then be processed.

| should point out to the member that the funds for this particular program again come from
revenues that a received by the Arts Councii from the sale of {ottery tickets. and there has been
no cutback in that particular field. The member alluded to a cutback. andt 's why this program
was cut. But it's a matter of administration; the Arts Council felt that they did not have enough
time. The Actors’ Showcase, in a letter to the Arts Council, have acknowledged that and have assured
the Arts Council that they will be getting their applications in sooner.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | have a question to direct to the Minister of Agriculture. In view of
the remarks made yesterday by the Minister of Highways, is the Minister of Agriculture now
considering petitioning to the Federal Government to see to it that all support programs available
to agricultural producers are made available only on the basis of poor farmers, and that people
in upper income groups would not be receiving, from t' Federal Government, the type of subsidies
that they are now receiving on a universal basis. Is he considering requesting that the Federal
Government stop these programs to well-to-do farmers in the Province of Manitoba?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.
MR. DOWNEY: No. I'm not, Mr. Speaker.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, the Minister obviously does not want anybody to know what his answer
was; | doubt whether his deskmate heard it. Wouid the Minister repeat the answer, please?

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, | believe the question was, wouid | give any consideration to it, and
at this time | have not given any consideration to it.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, in view of the Minister of Highway's remarks yesterday, which | am sure
the honourable member heard, as did all honourable members in the House, would the Minister
now give consideration to requesting that the Federal Government change its support program so
that they are made available only to poor farmers, and that farmers above certain . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable member's question seems to be unduly long; he
has asked the question once; he has repeated his preamble and his prologue.
The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for inkster on a point of order.
MR. GREEN: Yes, Mr. Speaker. | appeal your ruling, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster knows full well what way he can apreal the
ruling.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | wish to pursue my question, and Mr. Speaker. | am now going to
ask you to read the questions and answers in Hansard tomorrow, look at the length of space that
was taken for each question, and see whether my question takes up more space than the other
questions that have been asked in this House.

| wish to pursue my question, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster may proceed with his question.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Minister has indicated that he has not considered making
the request. | now ask him, in view of the Minister of Highways' statements yesterday. would he
consider requesting the Federal Government to discontinue its programs on a universal basis and
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hope that maybe, with consultation. we can decide how tar we can extend some of the parameters.
But the rules on questions are very clearly defined, and the rules on answers are very ciearly
defined, and | hope the House will consider carefully the parameters that are outlined, not by
myself, but by this House and by other Parliaments before

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Gladstone.

MR. JAMES. R. FERGUSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | have two changes on the Statutory
Regulations and Orders.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition on a point of order.

MR. SCHREYER: Yes, when you were calling Orders of the Day. Sir. it was not clear whether by
that you meant that the Question Period had come to an end or whether there was still time for
Oral Questions.

MR. SPEAKER: No, there are two minutes left in the Qu.  ion Period.

MR. SCHREYER: Sir, | would like to ask in the most respectable and non-facetious way ! can,
I would like to ask the Minister of Agriculture whether, given the fact that for t| past 20 years,
exactly 20 years, it has been a major feature of Canadian national farm price stabilization policy
to provide for subsidy payments under The Agricultural Products Stabilization Act, in a way that
has to do with prices and not to do with income or means tests. Can the Minister of Agriculture
say, whether given that fact, and given the speech made yesterday by the Minister of Highways,
Minister of the Crown here, whether he intends to communicate to the Federal Minister of Agriculture
asking them to incorporate means testing into The Agricuitural Products Stabilization Act, all of
which is respectfully and non-facetiously submitted.

MR. SPEAKER: | have to rule the question out of order.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Sp: cer, | must respectfully ask, { believe it is respectful and within the rules
to ask then that you give tne reason for your ruling.

MR. SPEAKER: | would ask the Honourable Leader of the Opposition to refer to Citation 171(c),
which says, “Multiply with slight variation a similar question on the same point.”

MR. SCHREYER: May ! rephrase the question?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: | would like to ask the Minister of Agriculture, in very brief form, whether he
has it in mind, or intends, to communicate to the Federal Minister of Agriculture to ask for changes
in principle in The Agricultural Products Stabilization Act in order to introduce a means test
feature?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. DOWNEY: A very respectable no, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The time for questioning having expired the Honourable Member for Kildonan.
MR. FOX: | would respectfully suggest, Sir, that you consider the time that the Division took place.
The bells rang for approximately nine minutes, and therefore | wouid suggest that the Qu  on Period
be extended by nine minutes.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, if my honourable friends want to waste the time of the Question
Period in Divisions that is their responsibility. | don’t think it should be deducted from the time

of the Question Period.

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable teader of the Opposition.
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MOTION presented.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, Bill 689 deals primarily with matters concerning collective bargaining.
Section 15 of The Civil Service Act is a subject of probationary periods which is a matter currently
covered in the collective agreement with the MGEA and other government bargaining units and is
therefore not required in the Act.

Subsections 23(1) and (2) deal with the time limits and the rate of pay for acting status and
similar to the probationary provisions are matters which have been included in collective agreements
and are being repealed also to ensure that there are no inconsistencies between the Act and the
collective agreement.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, a point of order.
MR. SPEAKER: Order please.

MR. GREEN: In view of the strict interpretations that are now being made of rules, | would ask
you to note that the Minister of Labour is reading from a text word for word.

A MEMBER: That's right, that’s right, that's it exactly.
MR. SPEAKER: Order please.

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, on the hypocritical point of order just raised by my honourabie friend,
fun is fun but | suggest to my honourable friend that he is well aware of the fact that Ministers
are entitled to read from prepared statements when they're making a statement on a bill and if
he doesn’t know that in the rules, then he'd better resign F position as House Leader be Ise
he’s really not acting in accordance with the knowledge that | know he has. | merely suggest to
my honourable friend this morning, Mr. Speaker, it's Friday. We all take account of that fact. it
seems to have a peculiar impact on my honourable friend every Friday. but | merely say to him
that this House wants to get down to business even if he doesn’t and that if he will let the business
of the House get along, we can get along quite well without him if he can’t stand what's going
on in here.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I'm quite aware that the . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Surely the honourable member knov that no one should speak
until they're recognized by the Speaker.
The Honourable Member for Inkster on the point of order.$

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, the Honourabie Minister is not making a statement; she is introducing
a bill at second reading. According to the rules — and, Mr. Speaker, | have never raised this before
and as a matter of fact, | have been annoyed when it has been raised — but, Mr. Speaker, in
view of the fact — and in view of the way in which you treated me this morning and on the suggestion
that you are now going to strictly apply the rules, Mr. Speaker, on the basis of the way in which
you are deciding how this House is going to be conducted and without objection from the other
side . . .

MR. BLAKE: Take your rattle and go home, Sid.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | know that the honourable members, the members of the government,
feel a littie bit sensitive to what is occurring and they probably . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. May | point out to the honourable member that he
was speaking to a point of order. He must be concise and no  ray all over the piace. The Honourable
Member for Inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | thank you for your observation in this connection. | wonder what the
remarks about it being Friday and that the member can resign and the member can leave us. how
those were concise remarks to the point of order.
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tax base.” And yet, one Minister of ine Crown indicates — and | have 10 agree with him — where
he indicates that most people a more receptive to taxes on income and consumption than on
property. So, while they are freezing the property tax base and saying to focal governments, “You
have to have restraint,” they are not shifting the revenues of local government from the provincial
base and supplementing it through the Property Tax Program or whatever means are available to
them; they are as well cutting the income taxes of the very well-to-do and the corporate taxes,
leaving local government totally in left field, having to do what? Having to raise the property tax
base, and that is the type of restraint and the type of program that this government has for the
assistance of iocal government, leaving them out totally in left field, leaving them to raise the tax
base, leaving the property taxpayer to bear the brunt of the taxes in local areas rather than shifting
it from the property tax base to the ability to pay. TF3001

What is happening now in California? To subvert what has happened in Proposition 13, the state
governments are now imposing user fees, a very close relationship to the move that has happened
in Manitoba. What has happened? We have imposed user fees in this province. We have not used
provincial revenues to suppiement revenues of local government. The bus fares — we have cut our
funding, as previously under the old formula to the City of Winnipeg so that bus fares have had
to be increased; those are the type of user fees that have come into being. We have under the
Legal Aid program, Mr. Chairman, now imposed a user fee on the users of the Legal Aid program.
We now have shifted the payment of insurance fees effectively from a user fee to a flat, premium
base, and we have yet, in many areas, rather than at least maintaining the programs, we are effectively
cutting the programs down.

| believe, Mr. Speaker, that over the next few years you wiil see a move by the Conservative
government of this province, especially with the remarks made yesterday by the Minister of Highways,
you will see if it bears some of the thinking — and I'm sure that his thinking goes a long way within
the Executive Council of that government — that you will see the imposition of the type of program
away from the universal programs to the user pay principle.

And that, Mr. Speaker, is exactly what the move in California was all about. The very wealthy
property owners who, of course, bore quite a large part of the property tax load in that state, can
well afford to pay user fees for the services that they require. They want that kind of move, so
that the average citizen, who not only will have to continue paying a large tax load, he will then
be faced with user fees like they have imposed there, for garbage collection, water and additional
fees that were normally covered by the services paid for by all the citizens on an equalized basis
for that city or that state, and the same thing will be happening in the province. We will be moving
away in the health care field, Mr. Speaker; that is the type of move that will occur in this Province
of Manitoba, because we have the Premier indicating that politicians in this country should heed
what has happened in California, we had the Minister without Portfolio speaking about the very same
thing; we had the Minister of Highways indicating yesterday that there should be effectively, a move
away from universal programs. Those typ: of statements can only mean one thing, Mr. Speaker,
the abandonment of local government, as the Tories have done in this province; a very siow
strangulation of the revenues to local governments, which will be an added burden on local property
taxpayers.

Mr. Speaker, | hope that the Minister, when he replies and closes debate on this resolution, will
also indicate what he is going to do. | mean, all we are doing now is legalizing what is already
out of date and illegal; that's what we are doing. But we cannot feave focal governments out in
the lurch. | want to hear from the Minister what he does propose for the next several years, because
this bill is a stop-gap measure that covers a five-year period in which | believe that we will not
be able to meet our statutory obligation unless we take a total revision of the assessment grogram
within the Province of Manitoba.

The Minister has indicated in the Estimates process that he intends to have a total review done
of this area and what form it will take, whether it be a commission or some interdepartmentai
committee to review the assessment procedures within the province, whether thev are goina to
computerize the program which then they can do automaticatly, without having to d asse
out in the field and impute a value formula into a data base that could be banked in a computer.
This, | would hope that the Minister will tell us as to what course of action he intends to take, becau
five years will be up before we know it, and | believe that unless there is a move made now, that
we will be back here five years from now and passing further measures to legalize outdated
procedures, as we have today.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

QUESTION put, MOTION carried.

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if my honourable friend is prepared to go on Biil 567
—(Interjection)— Bill 56 is An Act to Amend The Planning Act.
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