






































Monday, March 27, 1978

very healthy. As a result our friends opposite saw fit to postpone an election from June to the Fallin
the hopes that things wouid improve.

Well, we did end up in rural Manitoba, in agricuitural Manitoba, with a reasonably good crop last
year. As aresult we saw a return of consumer spending, a return of confidence in the economy, and
more importantly on October 11th we saw the defeat of the NDP government — a government who
had no sympathy and no justice representing agricultural Manitoba.

Although we don’t have the Member for Lac du Bonnet here | have some comments that | think are
appropriate for him. | received many, many, many comments from my constituents in Pembina that
they are overjoyed — they are gleeful — that finally we have a Minister of Agriculture who truly
understands agriculture, who truly knows what agriculture is ail about.

Also the Minister of Agriculture has enlightened us that no longer wiil we be going forward on the
socialist bent of the land-lease policy, better known as the state farm program. it's to be disbanded
and replaced — hopefully — with a program of . . .

MR. URUSKI: Public financing.

MR. ORCHARD: . . . private long-term financing so that young farmers can own their iand — not
the government own it but young farmers own the land.

It is interesting to note, also, that the Minister of Agriculture pointed out that prior to the
instigation of the state farm program that 190 people were receiving mortgage money, help and
assistance from MACC for a year. Under the state farm program that slipped down to 150 per year.

The state farm program wasn’t working but socialist dogma insisted it stay in place despite the
fact that fewer people were deriving benefit from it. We intend to change that, and soon you will see a
return to the 190 to 200, to 250 young people being helped into agricuiture.

One must be very careful, however, when he lays criticism upon the former Minister of
Agriculture, the Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet. One must be very careful.

MR. FERGUSON:: He hasn’t been here ali day.

MR. ORCHARD: That’s right, he hasn't been here and he isn’t here now. But a person should be
gentle with the man, and | think the saying is appropriate “forgive him for he knew not what he was
doing”. And really, how could the former Minister of Agriculture know exactly what he was doing
when he was being served — or better phrased “being mastered” — by the former Deputy Minister of
Agriculture, who pulled the strings. —(Interjection)— Pardon? Oh, the Member for Inkster indicates
“Red Bill”. That could be quite an appropriate term, yes.

Never in the history of the democratic process has one non-elected official done more to defeat
the government than — | will quote the Member for Inkster — “Red Bill” did to help the Conservative
cause in winning the election October 11th.

Mr. Speaker, the proof is in the pudding. Before October 11th, there were such venerables in the
House as the Honourable Minister of Tourism, Mr. Toupin. There were several others. Now who do
we see in those theoretically agricultural constituencies? We see my colleague from Springfield; we
see my colieague from Emerson; we see the colleague from Gimli. The very, very last remnant of
agricultural representation that the NDP Party had we now hold. Thank you kindly, “Red Bill”.

It's coincidental also that in late October | had the opportunity to attend an agricultural graduate
reunion in the public building down the street here. | was talking to an ag. rep. who | graduated with,
and he is an ag. rep. and according to the Minister of Agriculture he must be one of the very few ag.
reps. left with more than two years experience. Once again | don't think it is anything but a clear
reflection of the poor policies that the former Minister put out. Butin talking to my former classmate,
who is an ag. rep., | asked him what his reaction was to the eiection of October 11th.

Gentlemen, Mr. Speaker, he said it was like having a weight taken off his shoulders. He was
looking forward to the next meeting of agricuitural representatives with the government. He was
looking forward to it because he would not have to have the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Bill
Janssen, there stuffing socialist dogma philosophy down his throat. And he was glad, and he was
relieved and pleased that finally a government recognizing agricultural needs in the province was
elected, and he would be working for them.

But also we can't entirely blame the former Minister of A?riculture or his Deputy Minister for the
seemingly lacking agricultural programs. | think in no small way the former Premier, himself, is as
much to blame as anyone.

It is coincidental that earlier this evening we got into somewhat of a discussion, shall we say, on
the use of reports as government policy. And | have with me, as a matter of interest, the Winnipeg Free
Press, Saturday, September 10, 1977. The headline reads “PCs Aim To Throw 7,000 Families Off
Land — Schreyer”. Now, here is Schreyer’s direct statement: “The Conservatives issued a report
which said their target was to reduce the numbers of farms to 20,000 by 1980 the Premier said” — a
direct guote. He is attributing that to Conservative policy when it wasn't Conservative policy just as
earlier on this evening the Leader of the Opposition jumped to his feet, as did the Member for St.
Johns, and chastised the Minister of Highways for using a quote which they were very disturbed was
going to be misconstrued as NDP policy. Exactly the kind of distortion that the then Premier was
using in election campaign, and very much interesting here is that if we follow back into Hansard — if
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