














Tuesday, July 4,1978

MR. BILLIE URUSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to ask a question of the Minister of Housing
as well, and ask him whether he now is confirming that he is revising his dates of applications for
the Critical Home Repair Program from the beginning of July to the end of July, based on statements
that he had made earlier in the year?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister responsible for Housing.

MR. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, | don’t think that I’'m revising my dates. | will have to check back
in Hansard my statements during Estimates but | believe | indicated the end of July then. | will
check it for the honourable member, but our target presently is the end of July.

MR. URUSKI: Yes, Mr. Speaker. | wouid like to ask a question of the, since the Minister of Tourism
is not in the Chamber, the Acting Minister of Tourism and ask him. in light of the cutbacks in
maintenance staff in the Parks Program, what avenues they are intending to undertake to clear
up the masses of garbage along the Trans-Canada Highway near the entrance to Manitoba from
the Ontario border?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, as the Acting Minister, | was prepared to take the question from the
Honourable Member fcr St. George as notice, but it occurs to me that possibly that is a matter
for the Minister of Pubiic Works, if he’s referring specifically to highways .

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Highways.

MR. ENNS: |t will be looked after tomorrow at 2:30, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet.$

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, | would like to ask the Minister of Agriculture whether or not it is the
government’s intention to start collecting the moneys owed to them under the Beef Income Assurance
Plan, or have they started aiready?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.
A MEMBER: That's a horror story if there ever was one.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, as I've indicated many times in the past to the House, that we had
planned no changes for the program, that we would be carrying out the contract that the Meer
for Lac du Bonnet signed with the farm people, and that we, at this point in time, do not plan any
changes in it.

MR. USKIW: Well perhaps then the Minister could clarify, or explain to us. just how it is he would
intend to collect moneys on livestock already sold where prices were beyond the contract
price?

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, that is one of the problems, as I'm sure that many of the tarmers
in the province are finding, the type of a program or a contract that they did sign with the then
Minister of Agriculture, some of the problems that are built into it. and they are going to have to
be dealt with according to the contract.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, would the Minister then indicate to us just how much money has been
lost to the Province of Manitoba because of his ineptitude in coliecting those funds?

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, to this point in time, we are in a position of not being able to say
ore way or the other which way we are insofar as the pay-out or pay-back to the province are
concerned.

A MEMBER: That's the horror story of all.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet with a fourth question.
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the Minister indicate to the House the reasons behind the delay in Deginning the work of the Mining
Safety Committee?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Yes, Mr. Speaker. The Labour representative, who was
coming in from Toronto, was on the plane that crashed when it was taking off, and that’s why the
delay.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Previously, the Honourable Minis confirmed that she
would be willing to table the terms of reference for that Committee as soon as 1t had been approved
by all the participating parties. is she now willing to table that document?

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, they haven't been approved by all the participating parties; we're waiting
for the gentieman from Toronto to come in.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. George.

MR. URUSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to follow up on the question posed by the Member
for Lac du Bonnet to the Minister of Agriculture, and ask him, under what section of the contract
is he interpreting the remarks that he is making as to the provisions of the pay-back provisions
that he has talked about? Could he indicate under what parts of the contract he is receiving that
interpretation?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, the Member for St. George is asking for a legal opinion. At this
particular point | wouldn’t want to enter into that particular part of it. However, if | were to elaborate
a little further on the Beef Income Assurance contract as it was drawn, there actually were two
contracts; the first one, which lasted somewhat of about two to three months d was unacceptable
to the then-Minister, then there was another one forwarded, and so I’d have to check to see which
contract he was referring to. And if we go into it a little further, because the Minister of the day
kept changing the direction and the rules of the game, it put the producers in a very difficult situation,
as I'm sure they’re finding themselves in now. He found that he had to continually keep his hand
in their pocket or a string on them, even after the market increased in beef, that he was really
not sincere with that kind of a contract; he just wanted a control over them.

A MEMBER: Legislation you could put a truck through.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. George.

MR. URUSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. After all the red herrings that the Minister of Agriculture
has thrown out, could he indicate, since he’s talking about several contracts — and he must have
received some opinion from someone, because he indicated in the House that there is an opinion
— could he indicate under what area of the cont act that there is a pay-back provision? | would
— —(Interjection)— | have read the contract. The First Minister is asking about reading a contract
— there’s a provision of purchasing the cattle in that contract. I'd like to hear the Minister’'s
interpretation and where he gets that interpretation from the contract.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, the member refers to a buy-back part of the contract. | believe that
as far as I'm concerned we are dealing in an interpretation of the contract at tt  particular point
and we will leave that to the legal people. I'm sure that it will be handled as fairly and as equitably
as can be for the farm people in the province, and that is a probiem that we have inherited from
the last administration, and it is going to be difficult — it’s the interpretation that is taken out of
that part of the contract.

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Government House Leader. The Honourable
Member for St. Johns.

MR. SAUL CHERNIACK: | would address a question to the Minister of Education about the Winnipeg
Centre project to see whether or not there has been an agreement signed between the Universities
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, | was asked a question by the Honourable Member for St. George
concerning communication between members of the staff of my office and the Municipal Board with
respect to a hearing related to the Village of Arborg. | can report to the honourable member and
to the House, Mr. Speaker, that | have had the opportunity to look at the correspondence on file
between the staff member and the board and the citizens invoived and 1| have concluded that there
was no improper or irregular action whatsoever and that no interference of any kind took
place.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct a question to the Honourable Minister of Agriculture.
It relates to the attempt by the government to stabilize the incomes of cat! producers when the
market was low and to recover for the people of the Province of Manitoba when the price was
high. Is the Minister intending to pursue that interpretation of the agreement which will result in
the citizens of this province recovering some $38 million which was advanced to cattle growers during
a period of low prices?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, as | indicated, the interpretation of the contract will be as it is written
and that’s up to the legal people to decide.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, perhaps the honourable member should learn from his First Minister
that different people have different interpretations. 'm asking the Minister whether he will pursue
that interpretation of the contract which will resuit in $38 million of the money belonging to the
people of this province being recovered or does he intend to let that $38 million go without a judicial
hearing as to whether we're entitled to it or not?

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, this contract was written by them, | wouldn’t reallv know how the
members opposite interpreted the contract that they put forward and if that ti  intent of it
when they drew it up, then that is their opinion. We'll deal with it as we see it.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, i'm asking the Honourable Minister of Agriculture whether he will pursue
on behalf of the people of this province that interpretation of the contract which would result in
us recovering $38 million now that the price of cat is high. the $38 million that was advanced
when the price of cattle was low, or is he going to, mr. Speaker, rely on the specious suggestion
that there is difference of interpretation in order to give up $38 million of the people’s money to
his friends?

MR. SPEAKER: rders of the y.

MR. GREEN: No, Sir, no. Well then, sue for it.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please.

MR. GREEN: Well, Mr. Speaker, on a point of . . . was given up, money was advanced . . .
MR. SPEAKER: Order.

MR. GREEN: . . . and this government is refusing to go . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. Order please. Orders of the Day. —(Interjections)—
Order please. Wiil the Honourabte Member for Inkster please pay attention to the Chair.

MR. GREEN: They're giving up $38 million of money belonging to the peopie of this province.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. Order please. —(Interjections Order please. —{Interjections)—
Order please. Order please.

BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE
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