














Wednesday, June 28,1978

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. WILSON PARASIUK: Mr. Speaker, | was asked to direct this question to the Minister of Health
and Social Development by the Attorney-General yesterdav in his Estimates review. | unc stand
that a cost-shared program with the Federal Government « . to get underway in June, dealing with
alternatives to using the overloaded court system for certain ty)] . of offenders. This program was
called, | think, the Diversion Program, and I’'m wondering if the Mir er could inform the House
what the status of that program is at present.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

MR. SHERMAN: That program is provided for in the Estimates of the department, Mr. Speaker.
| would have to take the ramifications implicit in my honourable friend's qu  on as notice and
report in more detail to him with respect to the overall status of the program. but it was provided
for in the departmental Estimates and | will obtain the additional information for him.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. RONALD McBRYDE: Mr. )eaker, | would like to also address a question to the Minister of
Education in regard to the BUNTEP Program. | wonder if the Minister could tell the House whether
or not shortly after The Pas Indian Band wrote to the Board of Governors of the Brandon University,
whether or not two members of The Pas Indian Band who were BUNTEP staff received their
termination notices, and whether there was any connection between the fetter from the band and
the fact that these two staff members received their termination notices.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minis of Education.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, | am not aware of these allegations at all. | would have to check out
what the Honourable Member for The Pas is sugg ing.

MR. McBRYDE: Yes, Mr. Speaker, on the same subject. Sin  the Minister with relish tabled one
letter in regard to this subject, | wonder if he would be willing to table other letters that he has
received on this particular subject.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Some time ago the Minister took as notice a question and
promised to answer or give us the information, and | wonder if the Minister could now give us a
summary of the expense accounts of the President of Brandon University as they are related to
the BUNTEP Program, since the time that the P ident took control of that program and between
that time and the time we started asking questions of the Minister.

MR. SPEAKER: | suggest that should be handled by an Address for Papers. The Honourable
Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. ADAM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Agriculture. | wonder if
he could confirm if he has received a petition with about 400 signatures thereon in opposition to
Bill 25, a petition from the organization represented by the two members who were outside of the
Legislative Building yester:

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Minister of Agriculture.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Speaker, if the member is referring to the two people outside tI  Legislature
yesterday with a petition of 400 names, | left word with the people t I would set a meeting up
with them, as | do with any groups that would like to meet with me, and | did not have one g ented
to me or sent to me. It could be possible that in the file that there is a petition in opposition to
a check-off from 400 people, but really not stating that they are in opposition to an organization.
So | would check to see if that's the number of names, if that is the total that he is referring
to.

MR. ADAM: Yes, | have a question to the same Minister on another topic, Mr. Speaker, in regard
to statements the Minister of Agricuiture made in committee, whereby they would be selling Crown
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MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, mat—\ s a disguised question, and | would si;1piy ask the Minister again
whether he would assure us that the experiment will not preclude the purchase of smaller tomobiles
in the fleet who may not at present offer the option of air bags?

MR. ENNS: Mr. Speaker, | want to give the Honourable Member for Eimwood a forthright answer
to his question, and simply indicate to him that any basic changes to the policies of fleet purchases
will of course be made from time to time by the government. | might inform the honourable member
that we’re not really in the business of purchasing too many cars these days: in fact, the reduction
alluded to by the Chairman of Autopac may well be prophetic coi dJering that when we left office
eight years ago, nine years ago, that was about the number of cars that government had, 1,200-0dd;
it has since grown to 2,600; we are now on the return to sanity with respect to the use of government
vehicles and we might get down to . . .

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. George.

MR. URUSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd iike to direct a question to the First Minister and ask
him if he could confirm that his office was used to interfere in the proceedings of the Municipal
Board hearing with one of the iocal municipalities asking that a hearing be deferred?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. LYON: Mr. Speake,, certainly not that | am aware of. If t honourable member would care
to be more specific as to the municipality concerned or whatever, i'd be happy to enquire into
it.

MR. URUSKI: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Could the Minister indicate whether his office then directed a letter
to the Village of Arborg in asking that village to postpone its hearing before the Municipal Board
at the request of his office?

MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, I'll be happy to take that question as notice and enquire about it.

While I'm on my feet, Mr. Speaker, yesterday the Honourable Leader of the Opposition asked
whether | had received a reply from Speaker O’Neill and Vice-President Mondaie with respect to
the letter directed to each gentleman concerning the Garrison Development. The answer is no; no
response has been received to date.

On a second matter, Mr. Speaker, the Leader of the Opposition, several days ago, asked me
to look into a possible conflict of interest situation involving the Minister of Labour. The specific
reference concerned the appearance of her picture in a newspaper advertisement containing
photographs of various representatives of an insuran company. The Attorney-General has looked
into the matter and has found that there is no conflict with anv existing statutes of the Province
of Manitoba. Furthermore, Mr. Speaker. the Honourable Minis of Labour has informed me that
although she remains a representative of the firm, she is not soliciting any new business and her
present involvement is restricted to the writing of renewals for previous clients. | am assured that
nothing illegal or improper has occurred and that the Minister of Labour has acted no differently
from many other members of the Legislature, past and present. in continuing outside business
interests while sitting as a member of the Legislature.

| thank the Honourable Leader of the Opposition for alerting us to the potential of a conflict
of interest for Ministers of the Crown and | ure t as | have before, Mr. Speaker, that the
general problem of conflict of interest will be reviewed by the Cabinet with the intention of establishing
some effective guidelines for members of the government and also perhaps for bringing before the
House a consideration of guidelines for all members of the House.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

MR. SHERMAN: Well, Mr. Speaker, | wonder if the House would permit me to revise my answer
to a question that was asked of me a few minutes ago by the Honourable Member for Transcona,
with respect to the diverion project, and request of him that he permit me to take the fuli question
as notice.

The concept was included in the mix of considerations during my Estimates. | would like to
withdraw my assurance that it was covered in the Estimat and | wili provide him with a complete
answer as quickly as [ can.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.
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in reckless, wild spending. T ppen to be pretty shrewd busine 1.

I'm sure the First Minister would agree to that when it comes to the present go nment in
Alberta’s negotiations in Ottawa for their natural resources. I'm just iggesting, 'm not suggesting
that that’s the course that we would want to follow. I'm just suggesting that there are many courses
open.

Private business adopts many diffe t attitudes on this matter. Some lease. some purchase,
some pay company mileag to personal vehicles driven by their employees.

We are attempting to sort out the most appropriate manner in which we believe — and that's
really what our responsibility is and you know I'm not necessarily going to convince you — but
whatwe believe to be the appropriate way of using public dollars to enable public servants to go
about doing the business of the province on behalf of the people of the province.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. | have allowed the Leader of the Opposition one question and two
supplementaries. We are now four minutes p the time of the Question Period.

ORDERS OF THE DAY
GOVERNMENT BILLS — SECOND READINGS

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: Yes, Mr. Speaker. Will you cail for second reading, Bills No. 57. 58 and
62.

BILL NO. 57 — AN ACT TO AMEND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ACT

MR. COSENS presented Bill No. 57. An Act to amend The Public Schools Act, for second
reading.

MOTION presented.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.$

MR. CRAIK: Just on a technicality, it was moved by the Minis  of Education. seconded by the
Minister of Labour.

MR. SPEAKER: Pardon me, | apologize.
The Honourable Minister of Education.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, Bill 57 in general provides for a clarification of a number of matters
on which there has been, for some time, uncertainty as to interpretation. In the matter of the provision
of liability insurance by school boards which undertake the conveyance of pupils, the bill will make
it clear that it is the responsibility of school boards to provide adequate i irance while, at the
same time, reserving to the Minister the right to take action in this regard where he deems it
necessary.

The present requirement that the Secretary-Treasurer of a school division must be a British subject
is deleted.

The shared services legislation is amended to clarify the conditions under which agreements may
be made between private schools and school divisions resulting from procedures which have evolved
over the years and on which matters, legal opinio have placed varying interpretations.

The bill contains amendments to clarify the procedure for appealing the classification of
assessments and provides the right for school boards to exchange lands with other corporations.
It also provides for the authority to establish pilot courses in instruction in a language other than
French or English.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Kildonan.
MR. PETER FOX: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move, seconded by the Honourable Member for
Rupertsland, debate be adjourned.

MOTION presented and carried.
BILL NO. 58 — AN ACT TO AMEFN THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT ACT
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Education.
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bill to assure that tne infor ion supplied will remain confidential and witi not be available for public
or competitive perusal.

Mr. Speaker, | commend An Act to amend The Rent Stabilization Act to this House for
consideration by the members.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Kildonan.

MR. FOX: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move, seconded by the Honourable Member for St. Vital, debate
be adjourned.

MOTION presented and carried.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, will you take the bills in the order in which they appear on Pas
2, starting from the top of the page, Bill No. 15.

ADJOURNED DEBATES — SECOND READINGS

BILL NO. 15 — AN ACT TO AMEND THE HOMEOWNERS
TAX AND INSULATION ASSISTANCE ACT

MR. SPEAKER: Bill No. 15, An Act to ar :d The Homeowners Tax and insulation Assistance Act,
— the Honourable Member for Kildonan.

MR. FOX: Mr. Speaker, | adjourned this bill for my colleague, the Member for Seven QOaks.
MR. SPEAKER: Tl Honourable Member for Seven Qaks.

MR. SAUL A. MILLER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This bill is. as the Minister when he introduced
it indicated, although it is called The Homeowners Tax and Insulation Assistance Act. does not deal
with the insulation portion of that Act, but is a bill whereby t government is making available
to pensioners an additional $100.00 over and above what they might qualify for under the Property
Tax Credit System that is in existence and still is in existence to this day. introduced by the former
government.

Mr. Speaker, | can recognize : government's desire to assist the pensioners, but again we see
this government’s approach to how it should be done and how it differs from our government.

If the government had desired to increase the benefits payabie to| isioners because pensioners
had low incomes and they wanted to move in that direction only. which | am not sure | would agree
with, but there could be rationale. But they didn't do that, Mr. Speaker. What they have done is
this: They simply said that when you hit the magical age of 65. irrespective of your income, and
we know that at age 65 many people retire, employees do retire if they are in groups, firms. private
or public, agencies, where the requirement is that you must retire at 65 and there may be a drop
in income. But on the other hand we know that many professionals, many people who are
self-employed, at age 65 do not retire, and there is really no diminution or drop in income at all.
These people have, in many cases, very high incomes, and they, of course, will now benefit to that
extent whereas before they may have been limited to $225, that is all they would get beca ' the
formula of the property tax credit takes into account income, ability to pay. To the extent that your
income is high, then all you would get as a tax credit is the amount that the province pays to the
municipality on your behalf, which is $225.00. The other $150. bringing it $375, has to be applied
for when filing income tax and therefore income is taken into account.

Now the Minister has indicated that there are many people whose incomes are under $5,000
who will benefit to the extent that their full school taxes will now be paid. It could be that the $375
didn’t cover their full taxes, they may have had to pay an additional $10. or an additional $20 short.
You know | am talking about school taxes only, the :hool tax cortion and the $3751 . not sufficient.
Now it will be sufficient, and he indicates that 25 percent of homeowners will now get $100 additional
assistance, which was over and above the $375 which they may gotten before.

But | notice on the other hand that 39 or 39.6 pet i, almost 40 percent, are people whose
income is in excess of $10,000.00. When | talk in terms of income, it is not family income. it is
the income of the person who is filing the income tax return in accordance with The income Tax
Act. So that even in the case of a pensioner or people who are 65 years or over. where the wife
may have an income, either still working because she is under 65. or simply because bonds were
purchased over the years, investments were made over the years, interest earned in that year, all
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and | believe he is one ot those people that probably would — stiil stana up and detend the apolition
of the death penalty.

But what the Member for Inks has failed to do, is to take into consideration — he’s narrowed
down the argument of the Member for St. Matthews into one simg  proposition, and | don’t think
that the proposition is as simple as the Member for Inkster would like us to believe it is. The Resolution
recommends that the Government of Canada amend the Criminal Code to provide for t  death
penalty upon conviction of first degree murder, and he raises the ¢ : of those murders that are
committed in the heat of passion. Those are not first degree murders and it was early in the years
of the government of the Right Honourable Mr. Diefenbaker that there was a distinction made. It
was the Honourable David Fulton, the then Minister of Justice, that did change the Criminal Code
to provide for first and second degree murder, and it was only at that time that first degree murder
carried with it the death penalty.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster on a point of order.

MR. GREEN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, | want to indicate to my honourable friend that | never raised the
passion murder. I'm talking about a husband's premeditated murder of his wife, or premeditated
murder of his children.

MR. JORGENSON: That argument is frequently raised, whether my honourable friend raised it or
not, | thought he did. He was talking about crimes that were committed in the heat of passion,
and there is a provision in the Criminal Code that takes into consideration crimes that are committed
in that fashion, and there is protection for the person who is accused and that protection comes
in several forms.

Fiist of all, there are appeals to the higher courts. If the person is convicted of second degree
murder. that particular type of murder does not carry with it the death penalty, and en if he was
convicted, there is still.always the appeal to the highest court. and that's the CAABINET ITSELF.
in the past number of years, before the death penalty had been abolished, that was a pretty effective
appeal, because the death penalty was, to all intents and purposes. removed in 1963 or so.

So we have found, in the ministration of justice in Canada. there are ample safeguards to insure
that an innocent life is not taken. That, in 1966, seemed to be the burden of the argument that
was presented to the House at that time, the fear of a person wo who was innocent being convicted
and hung. There is no danger of that happening today under the types and amount of appeal that
is available to anyone that is convicted.

But the Member for Inkster, in us ng the argument that the death penalty is not a deterrent,
| think fails to take into consideration one other factor and tha! the one that was mentioned by
him in his earlier remarks, and that is the attitude of the people of this country themselves. And
| say to my honourable friend, and this is the danger that we face in this country right now, that
if the law enfoccement agencies of this country are not capable of insurii  that law and order can
be maintained, and that people can feel safe in walking the streets, then we wu have anarchy, because
the people will then take the law into their own hands. It has happened before. and it is indeed
happening again in some of the cities of the United States. And if we are reduced to a state of
anarchy, then there is no freedom for anyone.

So, in this whole question of whether or not the death penalty will be imposed upon those who
commit first degree murder, one must take into consideration whether or not freedom will be
maintained in this country, and | don't want to see us reach the stage where. becai of our —
and | hate touse t  word ‘‘misguided’ because | respect the\ v thatis expr ed by the Member
for Inkster and others who believe in the proposition that he's put forth, but in taking that view.
think they would want to take into consideration the effects upon society, and the ability of our
law enforcement agencies to maintain law and order if the sanctity of life is not going to be
preserved.

MR. SPEAKER: The hour being 5:30, the member will have eight minutes. The Honourable Member
for Kildonan.

MR. FOX: | want to make a change on the Economic Development Committee, the N nber for
Brandon East to replace the Member for Inkster.

MR. SPEAKER: |s that agreed? (Agreed) The hour being 5:30. the House is adjourned and stands
adjourned until 2:30 Thursday afternoon.
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