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MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, {'ll take that as notice and investigate.

MR. SCHREYER: | would also ask the Minister of Consumer Affairs to perhaps take it as notice
and under consideration whether such a sequence of events would in any way constitute a probiem
or an infringement under existing legislation with respect to advertising standards in truth in
advertising.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

HON. EDWARD McGILL (Brandon West): Mr. Speaker, in reply to the Leader of the Opposition,
I can tell him that this matter has not been brought to my attention. | will take his question as
notice.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Winnipeg Centre.

MR. BOYCE: Mr. Speaker, a question to the Minister of Labour. In light of the fact that the Federal
Government has said that the country can afford to increase the pay of our senior civil servants
to the effect that those earning $28,000 receive 8.5 percent and those receiving over $70,000 receive
3.4 percent, will she consider recommending to her colleagues that they raise the minimum
wage?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): The subject of the minimum wage, Mr. Speaker, is under
review,

MR. BOYCE: Mr. Speaker, in light of the fact that we’ve had this review for some eight months
now, and since the accumulative price increase in beef is 52-'2 percent, 10-'2 percent last month,
would the Minister see if she cannot expedite that review?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. SIDNEY GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the Minister of Education. Is
the Minister of Education considering a new policy whereby aliens residing in the Province of
Manitoba will not be able to send their children to school without paying a special fee to reflect
the cost of education?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Education.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, at this time in answer to the Member for Inkster, there is no such
policy under consideration.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to direct a question to the First Ministei. Mr. Speaker, in view
of the fact that the Minister of Education has no intention of charging aliens for school admission,
and the government policy which would refiect the fact that alien students here would have to pay
their own medical care costs, has the Minister checked to » whether the Federal Government
will permit the Province of Manitoba under the medical cost-sharing formula, to treat people living
in Manitoba differently depending on whether they are aliens oi citizens of the province?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

HON. STERLING R. LYON (Charleswood): Mr. Speaker, in response to the Member for Inkster,
| suppose he is searching for that elusive quality of consistency that is not always applicable to
policies of the previous government or this government, but | can tell him — and this is only by
hearsay — that the policy adopted by the government with respect to medica! fees being paid by
non-resident or alien students in Manitoba is a policy that | am informed — and it’s only by hearsay
— is followed in five or six other provinces in Canada. So | presume that it carries the imprimatur
of the authorities in Ottawa if indeed they are concerned at all about provincial matters of that
sort.

With respect to the word ‘‘consistency,” he will recall one of the previous holders of this office
once being asked a question as to why the government’s policy with respect to (a) matter or (b}
matter was not consistent. The First Minister of that day responded in words which | have aiways
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in the same way as he is making it applicat to visiting students?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

MR. SHERMAN: No, Sir, but we are making it applicable to persons such as professional athletes,
footbali players and persons in that category who come in to Manitoba to provide their professional
services on a temporary basis.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if the Minister of Health can tell us why he is not making
it applicable to visiting executives, except from the fact that this might be a sign of a mediocre
mind.

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, without getting into a comparison of minds and relative distinctions
between minds, | can only say to the Honourable Member for Inkster that I'm proceeding on the
basis of legislative terminoiogy and definition and a person under the legislation is described as
a resident of Manitoba if he or she has been residing in Manitoba for more than a year and, therefore,
can be considered in the normal framework of time to be ordinarily resident of the province.
—{(Interjection)— Mr. Speaker, the honourable member has asked me a supplementary and says,
“That applies to students as well.” These students are specifically defined by the Federal Department
of Manpower and Immigration as “visitors.”

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. George.

MR. BILLIE URUSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | would also like to ask a question of the Minister
of Health. In light of the Tory pronouncements of the need for acute protracted restraint and in
view of the fact that you have held hospital budgets to 2.9 percent while increasing doctors’ budgets
by 6.8 percent, is the Government of Manitoba intending to follow the tead of the B.C. government
in having patients sign cards to prove their doctors have seen them?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.
MR. SHERMAN: That subject has never been contemplated or discussed, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Vital.

MR. D. JAMES WALDING: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Honourable Minister
of Consumer and Corporate Affairs. Does the Honourable Minister have any statement to the House
concerning the rise in the consumer price index figures which | understand were made public
today?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, the Member for St. Vital is referring to the announcements | believe
today of particularly the increase in the cost of food and | have no doubt that the member is aware
as we are, of the special factors that were involved in the increase which was reported for the month
of May. We, like his colleagues, hope that these factors will not recur but nevertheless, the factors
were somewhat unusual and we are as concerned as his group are at this increase.

MR. WALDING: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, a supplementary. Can the Minister confirm that the annual
inflation rate as measured by the consumer price index is now up to 9 percent again?

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, | cannot confirm that. | imagine that he is basing his numbers on
statements which have been reported in the press and | have no other information other than
that.

MR. WALDING: Mr. Speaker, a final suppiementary. Can the Minister confirm that the consumer
food index based on figures available for the latest month, are now rising at an annual rate of 25
percent?

MR. McGILL: Mr. Speaker, | have no other figures other than those that are available to the Member
for St. Vital.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Mines.
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The Freedom of (nformation Bill which | have sitting on the Order Paper at the present moment,
that if there is a reluctance to give information then that can be tested before an independent tribunal
or court, in this case. And it may be, Mr. Speaker, that the same application, the same kind of
guarantee, might be written into this bill to ensure that if theie is major objection on the part of
some party to the giving of information, that they would have to show due cause why not. And
that, | think, might be the proper protection against, which would follow the consistency of the
principie of The Freedom of Information Bill, that there may be some reason that is not known to
either you or | that it shouldn’t be given, | would only say that from that point of view we only
have to consult the Honourable Government House Leader, who has argued eloquently why
government shouldn’'t be required to give information in certain circumstances, in those
instances.

Well, | think if we are going to follow along as | would like to do on the idea that the more
information that is provided, the better it is, as long as there are guarantees for the rights involved,
then | would think that this bill would be manageable. So | would simply ask the Minister of Agriculture
if he would consider looking at that particular issue or providing guarantees against any sort of
usurpation of information and giving the individual the right to challenge it and to show due cause
why they may not give it to one of the tribunals we have — certainly God knows there are enough
of them in this province — or maybe through the court.

On the other hand, Mr. Speaker, | ask the question, why would this particular association want
the information? | think that that is where the issue of both the rights of the producers and the
rights of the consumers come into effect, because | have gathered — and | perhaps could be
corrected — but | gather that from both the point of view of the producers and increasingly of
consumers, there is a large question mark in the minds of many as to the practices of many of
the intermediary bodies dealing in the beef marketing field, particularly processors and other groups
and organizations — the big feedlots, maybe, the retailing areas, and some of the large packers
— and that they have not up to this time been willing to provide critical information concerning
their pricing policies and some of the other critical price information that is necessary. And it was
made very clear to me by many people and the beef producers themseives that as the nature of
the industry changes, as they now go to — perhaps the Minister of Highways can help me out in
this. There’s a particular form about shipping frozen beef, beef hides — is that? — there must
be a proper word for it. —(Interjection)— Right. That’s right. That because of that, it will give the
right of the packers to have the carcasses retained for long periods of time, where pricing changes
go on during that evolution, and that unisss there is that kind of information given out it will would
directly affect the ability of this association to make judgments on the market, and to also make
judgments in terms of the retail trade.

So it would seem to me, at ieast the case was made to me fairly effectively, that there is a
requirement for information to be had in order to ensure that there are proper pricing poficies followed
and that there are clear signals being given to the marketplace about what prices should be
accommodated, and at the present moment there are certain hidden areas on the part of those
big organizations that can afford to do it, that in effect disrupt the fuil play of the market information
taking place, and it was at least made to me by people in the field. And also, by the way, Mr.
Speaker, by talking to those who represent consumer interests, that they would be equally interested
in the same kind of information, which they can no longer obtain, which would have something to
say about if some reaction is to be given in the area of the retail price of beef, then there is some
real reason to be getting better information flows from that requirement.

So it seems to me that the direction of this bill is not against the small producer, as has been
proclaimed, but more against the large, intermediate organization which does a lot of the processing
and retailing, which is really the real difficuit barrier in terms of getting proper information as far
as beef marketing is concerned. So it seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that there is good cause for requiring
that kind of information as long as, and on the condition that there are guarantees against any
severe imposition if someone feels so trespassed upon.

As | read the legislation further —(Interjection)— Weli Mr. Speaker, I've aiready suggested in
my remarks, if the Member for St. Johns had been listening, that we might follow the same kind
of principle that is inherent in The Freedom of Information Bill that I've introduced in terms of
providing that if someone objects to giving information, they can show due cause or rightful cause
why they shouldn’t give it before a court or some other body, and it may be that another body
can be assigned. | don't pretend — | have enough trouble keeping up with the Order Paper from
day to day to be able to provide the detailed investigation that I'm sure the Minister of Agriculture,
through his own officials, might be able to, and perhaps with the assistance of the Attorney-General
might be able to devise a proper system of referral or adjudication on those kinds of cases. Because
| think the cases would be rare and unusual, and if they are rare and unusual it shows that maybe
the person does have rightful cause, and if there was a proper procedure set out in the legislation
which that individual could follow, then | think that it would certainly eliminate any objections | have
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of members to comprise the Standing Committee on Economic Development.

MR. SPEAKER: Is that agreed? (Agreed) Well, with the unanimous consent of the House we will
now proceed with Private Members’ Hour.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ HOUR
RESOLUTION NO. 4 — MINIMUM WAGE FORMULA

MR. SPEAKER: The first resolution on the Order Paper is that of the Honourable Member for Logan.
The Honourable Member for Logan.

MR. WILLIAM JENKINS: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move, seconded by the Honourable Member for
Flin Flon:

Whereas the minimum wage has not been increased since September 1, 1976, and

Whereas the cost of living increased by about 9 percent during the past year, and

Whereas the weekly average wage in Manitoba is lower than all except the three Maritime
provinces, and

Whereas, since 1970 both employer and empioyee representatives on the Minimum Wage Board
have urged that the minimum wage be set by use of a formula,

Therefore Be It Resolved that the government consider the advisability that:

1. Future increases in the minimum wage for employees, 18 years of age and over, be automatically
put into effect on January 1 each year, based on 60 percent of the Manitoba Industrial composite
average weekly earnings reported for the preceding June.

2. The minimum wage for employees under 18 years of age be set at 25 cents per hour less
the minimum wage for employees 18 years of age and over.

3. The minimum wage adjustments to take effect on January 1 each year be announced not
later than October 1 of the preceding year.

4. In the event that the Industrial Composite Index for the month of June would produce a figure
less than the existing minimum wage, the minimum wage should not be reduced.

5. The Employment Standards Act to be amended to incorporate the formula
recommended.

MOTION presented.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Logan.

MR. JENKINS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Moving this motion, | think that | want to put on the record
first that | think since it is now approximately 22 months since the minimum wage in the Province
of Manitoba has been increased, that the time is long overdue for the government to consider whether
they should increase the minimum wage. I'm putting forth the formula that has been recommended
since approximately 1970 by the Minimum Wage Board, for the consideration of the
government.

Basically what | want to do is try and set the record straight because the Minister, under
questioning in the House on the Question Period, has stated that the Minimum Wage Board has
stated that it wants to go out of existence. Well, that’s basically correct, but there are some variations
on that statement and for that reason | wish to read from the report of the Minimum Wage Board
for 1976.

At the request of the Minister in the letter dated March 12, 1976, the Minimum Wage Board
met to consider the establishment of a formula for setting the minimum wage and the foliowing
is a report of the board on that subject.

In 1970, both the employer and employee representatives on the board expressed a desire to
have the minimum wage set by a formula. The Majority Report of 1970 recommended that after
October 1, 1971 upon any increase in the Cost of Living Index for Manitoba of 2 percent, the level
of the minimum wage should either be adjusted automatically or alternatively the Minimum Wage
Board should be convened for the purposes of reviewing and revising the level, and in the same
year there was a Minority Report, and the Minority Report recommended that from January 1, 1971
on, the minimum wage increase for both over 18 years of age and under should be increased
automatically or upon Order in Council for example, 2 percent if the Cost of Living Index for Manitoba
goes up by 2 percent.

The following year the board made the following unanimous recommendation and they based
it on a formula that from November 1, 1970 upon any increase in the Cost of Living Index for Manitoba
of 2 percent, the level of the minimum wage should be adjusted automatically. The base to which
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