














Thursday, June 8, 1978

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. George.

MR. BILLIE URUSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to place a question to the Attorney-General,
and ask him when he would favour this House with the report that he promised the Honourable
Member for inkster concerning the investigations that members of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police have been doing on members of this Assembly. As an ex-member, | want to know whether
| am one of those that is being investigated.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, as soon as | have recieved that report from the RCMP, | will answer
the question of the Member for Inkster.

Mr. Speaker, while | am up in reply to a previous question from the Honourable Member for
Brandon East, | am now able to, on behalf of the Minister of Highways, indicate that we will support
the introduction of public transit services for the handicapped in the City of Brandon. The service
is to be implemented July 1st, and the province will pay 50 percent of the operating costs of the
service plus a capital grant towards the purchase of a specially equipped bus for the service.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. That is welcome news by the Minister of Urban
Affairs, that he is carrying out a policy that was announced last year by this government, and it
was a promise made by this government, and | respect the Minister’s view in the matter. { would
like to ask the Minister whether it’s the intention to assist with the purchase of one bus — | heard
it in the singular — but there was some possiblity of purchasing two buses and | was wondering
whether | heard him properly. Was it one bus or was it two buses for the handicapped?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Urban Affairs.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, in answering that question | would point out that we are following
the policy of the previous provincial government with respect to provision of handicapped persons
both in the City of Winnipeg and the City of Brandon, that policy, of course, having initiated when
| was with the City of Winnipeg Council. | congratulate the previous government for agreeing with
that policy, Mr. Speaker. The request at this time, Mr. Speaker, according to my understanding
is for one bus.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: | can't resist a supplementary, Mr. Speaker, to ask the Minister of Urban Affairs,
Municipal Affairs, whether at the time when he was responsible for being on certain committees
of City Council, including the one that had to do with innovative public transit services with respect
to the handicapped, could he indicate if he recalls . whether, in addition to the work that he did
on that, that there was a standing budgetary invitation by the province to urban municipalities to
attempt to bring forward ideas, practical ideas for innovative expansion of public transit
services?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, as a resuit of initiations on behaif of the City of Winnipeg at that
time there was such an offer that was agreed to by the previous Provincial Government, and | again
congratulate them for that.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. RONALD McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, | wanted to follow up on that and ask the Minister if he
has a similar announcement forthcoming in relation to the Town of The Pas and the Handi-van service
functioning in that community?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Urban Affairs.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, I'm not aware of a request for Handitransit service in the Town of
The Pas.
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for the purpose of meeting with the Fire Brigade so as he can acquaint himself first-hand with the
seriousness of the fire protection situation in that community, and if so, can he indicate his response
to their request?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Municipal Affairs.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, at the same time as | received the request from the mayor a letter
was on route to the Council explaining and outlining the various positions that we thought were
available to the LGD Council and their voluntary Fire Brigade. | had instructed my staff to contact
thelm today in order to determine their attitude, their response towards the letter and | haven’t
yet received that information, but having received that information I'll then be able to determine
what will be necessary to meet with them.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can the Minister then confirm that if their response is
negative that he will indeed shortly be travelling to the community of Gillam so as he can. . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. | suggest that’s a hypothetical question.

MR. COWAN: I'll rephrase the question, Mr. Speaker. Does the Minister intend to travel to Gillam
at all in the near future?

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, | hope to travel to Gillam some time in the future.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The question to the Minister was in the near future.

Can the Minister also, at this time, inform the House as to any contingency plans that have been
developed to supply Gillam with fire protection services in the event of the mass resignation of the
fire brigade?

MR. SPEAKER: | also suggest that may be a hypothetical question. The Honourable Member for
St. Johns.

MR. SAUL CHERNIACK: Mr. Speaker, I'd like to address a question to the Minister of Finance,
to remind him that a long time ago and on more than one occasion, he undertook to table with
the House, a statement showing the inheritance problems involving a certain lady whose case he
cited, | think it was at the time of the Budget Speech, and did undertake to bring in information
dealing with the assets and the taxable value of the estate.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, | hadn’t lost sight of the member’s question, and had thought that perhaps
either on one of the tax bills or on my Estimates, that | would bring in this information since it
is of a more or less general nature relating to taxation. And unless the member opposite wants
it immediately | would still plan on doing that, in view of the fact that we will be into the Estimates
fairly shortly and we are in fact in the position, I'm almost | think pretty close to closing debate
on one of the tax bills.

MR. CHERNIACK:

MR. CHERNIACK: Mr. Speaker, | appreciate the point made by the Minister of Finance, but | would
point out to him that the reason we ask questions is to obtain information, and part of the reason
for information is to be able to debate matters with the Minister. So that the longer he delays giving
this information, the less opportunity he gives me and other members of the House, the opportunity
to review his reports and to make use of them in debate, so | would ask that it be done as soon
as possible and not wait for a moment propitious to him.

May | also ask him, | assume as acting leader, to pass on to the Minister for Consumer Affairs,
firstly, my thanks for the information he sent over to my desk yesterday dealing with the Bell Canada
and the recruiting for employees to go to Saudi Arabia, and point out to that Minister that he
undertook to give more information than he sent and that is information of the nature sent to the
Telephone System dealing with customs regulations and visa application regulations, which would
have to be dealt with by proposed applicants for the job.

The Minister of Consumer Affairs, | refer to Page 3141 of Hansard, specifically was asked for

3410






Thursday, June 8, 1978

ORDERS OF THE DAY
The time for the question period havi  expired, we will proceed with the Orders of the Day.
The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, before | call the Orders of the Day, before the elusive Honourable
Member for Brandon East leaves the Chamber, | wonder if he is prepared to proceed with the bills
that are standing in his name in Private Members’ Hour, also the Member for Fort Rouge. If he
is, then we will be having Private Members’ Hour today. Very well, it is agreed then that at 4:30
the House will adjourn for Private Members' Hour.

Mr. Speaker, | move, seconded by the Minister of Finance, that Mr. Speaker do now leave the
Chair and the House resolve itself into a Committee to consider of the Supply to be granted to
Her Majesty.

MOTION presented and carried and the House resolved itself into a Committee of Supply with the
Honourable Member for Radisson in the Chair for the Department of Health and Social Development
and the Honourable Member for Crescentwood in the Chair for the Department of Labour.$

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY — LABOUR

MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. Warren Steen: Lady and gentlemen, we have a quorum. When we broke
off on Tuesday, well | guess it was Wednesday a.m., at that time on my list | had the names of
two members: the Member for Kildonan and Selkirk who wished to speak. Now | see the Member
for Inkster is indicating he wouid like to speak.

Would the Member for Kildonan like to lead off or would he want me to go to the Member for
Inkster to start with?

MR. FOX: The Member for inkster.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Ali right, the Member for inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Chairman, | thank my colleague for permitting me to intervene at this time because,
Mr. Chairman, intervention is what we are talking about. The Minister has pretended that she is
remaining completely aloof from the tabour disputes and the issues between the protagnists that
are taking place in the Province of Manitoba at this time. Mr. Chairman, | don’t know whether the
Minister needs any confirmation from me that my entire history in labour relations has been that
the government should not pass laws which would take away the freedom of the parties and | have
never suggested that that be done. | would not pass a law saying that the Builders’ Exchange should
be required to hire, nor would | pass a law saying that the employees should be required to work.
| gather that she will and has said so and eventually when the Builders’ Exchange, if they start
losing this strike, come down to the Minister and start pleading with her, her answer will be, “The
situation has now become drastic; people are starving in the streets,” which is what she said would
be her criteria and therefore she is going to intervene and when she intervenes, as sure as God
made little apples, she will intervene on the side of the employer, on the side of the Builders’
Exchange.

How do we know that, Mr. Chairman? We know it by the Minister’s actions. Not more than two
days ago, with respect to another matter, another issue which is in dispute between the parties,
when the Retail Clerks and the Safeway stores are arguing about whether a man when his wife
is having a baby, should be able to get a day off so that he can be with her at that time — with
pay — which is a legitimate matter in dispute, and whether the Minister agrees with it or not, it
is legitimate, may | say, Mr. Chairman, that | would venture to guess that 99 percent of the employers
in the Province of Manitoba would let the man go home and receive pay because it's so obvious
a case where a man should get that time off. But it is in dispute; it is an issue in a strike and
what the Minister did was come down four-square on the side of the employer in that strike despite
the fact that she said that she will not express any opinions as to the issue in dispute because
she is pretending, Mr. Chairman, to stay out of this dispute.

Now what she’s doing with regard to the Builders’ Exchange, is not staying out of the dispute
at all. She is aware that her government has frozen construction, that there are, therefore, many
unemployed craftsmen and very few jobs for those craftsmen to get so that the bargaining position
is all on the side of the employer and therefore the emplioyer has seized this Conservative laid plan
for giving them an opportunity to try to break their union security and they are using it, Mr. Chairman,
because the issue in this dispute — one of the major issues in this dispute, there are two of them
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MR. JOHNSTON: She just said what happened in her own home.
MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, she gave the opinion that she does not favour such a clause.
MRS. PRICE: | did not make that statement.

MR. GREEN: Well, Mr. Chairman, will the Minister say that she will not have people work compuisory
overtime.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Can | stop the Member for Inkster for a moment and ask other members if they
would show a degree of courtesy to the person who is the recognized speaker? The Minister of
Labour would like to interject. Would the Member for inkster permit her?

MR. GREEN: Fine, certainly.

MRS. PRICE: The member in charge of Housing said correctly what | said. | did not say | disfavour.
| said that | had had three children and my husband had not had any extra pay or did not deem
it necessary. | did not say | disfavoured it at all and if you’'ll read the record, you will see that that
is correct.

MR. GREEN: Well, Mr. Chairman, Hansard is on the record.
MRS. PRICE: That’s fine, you read it.

MR. GREEN: The Member for Churchill asked a question: Does she consider such a clause to be
desirable and her answer was — and it will be on the record for her, none of us need say what
it was. What the press got from that answer and what any reasonable person would get was that
if | didn’'t need it, obviously it's not necessary.

MRS. PRICE: Come on. you know, the members of the Conservative

MR. GREEN: Mr. Chairman’ Party are saying, “Aw,” but that's not what was communicated by
the Minister, that’s not what is communicated by the Minister through the media to all of the people
of the Province of Manitoba. What was communicated by the Minister through the media to the
people of the province . . . | wonder whether the Minister would be just as tactful in saying, | wouldn’t
have anybody work compulsory overtime. | wonder whether she would make the same kind of
statement? She won’ t, and the reason is, Mr. Chairman, because that statement would fly in the
face of the Builders’ Exchange, the other statement flies in the face of the Retail Clerks. Is there
any doubt whatsoever, can any reasonable man doubt that the people of the Conservative Party
as we’ve been sitting through this committee are antagonistic to everything that unior demand
and favour everything the employer has done. That has been what has happened in this committee,
Mr. Chairman, that is what has happened in this committee since we have sat down. We had taik
about drones, we had talk about peopie not wanting to work, we had talk about dirty unions, we
had talk about —(Interjection)— Yes, Mr. Chairman, and that entire Conservative Party attitude,
except when they were in opposition and when the member wanted to make a statement, when
she said, ‘ they would do something, the New Democratic Party was doing nothing, but on March
7th there was no reticence on the part of the Conservative Party.We are against compulsory overtime.
Would the Conservative Party please communicate their opposition to compulsory overtime to the
public of Manitoba and to the Builders’ Exchange in particular?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The next people on my list are the Members for Kildonan, Selkirk, and then the
Member for Gladstone.
The Member for Kildonan, then Selkirk.

MR. FOX: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | would like to follow another aspect in respect to strikes
and lockouts. Has the Minister of Labour portrayed her feelings tc the brewery workers that she
can offer them conciliation services in respect to the lockout that has taken piace in the brewery
industry?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Labour.

MRS. PRICE: Yes, we nave offered our services but up to this point they figured that they would
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MR. FCX: Okay. You say the Labour-Management Review Committee will be meeting shortly?

MRS. PRICE: | believe they met yesterday. Yes, they met yesterday. | haven’t had any results of
the meeting at this time.

MR. FOX: Have there been any changes in the composition of that committee?
MRS. PRICE: No, there hasn’t.

MR. FOX: Except for the resignation of the chairman.

MRS. PRICE: That's right.

MR. FOX: Did the Minister attempt to retain the services of the former chairman, Professor
Woods?

MRS. PRICE: Did I?

MR. FOX: Yes.

MRS. PRICE: Did | what?

MR. FOX: Try to retain him as the chairman?

MRS. PRICE: No, | didn't. | think in a population of a million people that we surely must have
somebody that’s very well qualified to fill in that position and in fact we have names — and this
is the consensus of the people that are on the board also — there are some names, as | mentioned
the other day that have been brought forth and I’'m sure they were discussing them at their meeting
yesterday.

MR. FOX: The Power Engineers’ Advisory Board, | understand it doesn’'t have a full composition
at the present time. Can the Minister indicate how soon it will have one and when it will
meet?

MRS. PRICE: | mentioned again to you on Tuesday, | believe it was, that there hadn’t been one
when | came into office but it’s just about completed now and 'k have the names for you. | have
these others for you that you were asking for.

| have the list of boards and committees that the Member for Kildonan asked me for. The boards
and committees as they are set up at present, the list of members of boards and committees, the
list of boards and committees that had expired at the time | took office, the boards and committees
appointed since | took office and the date of the last meeting held by the boards and
committees.

MR. FOX: Thank you. —(Interjection)}—

MR. CHAIRMAN: Well, we don’t have at this moment but | was just saying to the Deputy Minister
of Labour that we will have to table the exact information to the Clerk at least. —(Interjection)—
Yes, then we can put it into Hansard. There is a fair amount of material there. | will ask the Member
for Kildonan, is that satisfactory to he and his colleagues?

MR. FOX: Well, | haven't had a chance to look at it and | don't intend to look at it right
now.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, but other members of the committee, is it all right if we go from Hansard
as far as that material is concerned or do you want it all copied for each and every individual member?
Is Hansard satisfactory to the rest of the members? All right.

The Member for Kildonan.
MR. FOX: That's all at the present time.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay, the Member for Selkirk.
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in some of the industrial disputes that have broken down and | wonder if the Minister has received
reports on progress of wage negotiations prior to breakdown, say at the brewery workers or the
retail stores. Is the Minister listening or . . .

MRS. PRICE: Yes.

MR. JENKINS: Well, thank you. Has the Minister been made aware of and received a report, which
| think the Labour Relations Act calls for, | think it’'s two weeks prior to the expiry of the collective
agreement, and had she been made aware of the state of the collective bargaining up to that time,
say in some of the disputes that we’ve had, and we have right now?

MRS. PRICE: Firstly, | would like to tell the Member for Logan that his constant referring to me
as “‘knowing nothing” | take exception to.

MR. JENKINS: | didn’t say that.

MRS. PRICE: | would like to tell him that | have had reports on it but at this point, as | mentioned,
| am not about to discuss it. It is of a confidential nature and I’'m not prepared to discuss what
decisions they are at at this point.

MR. JENKINS: Well, Mr Chairman, if the Honourable Minister feels that | insuited her, | apologize.
I didn’t say that she knew nothing. If she will read Hansard, she will find out that | didn’t say that
she knew nothing, but if she wants to assume that she knows nothing, that’s her business. But

what | asked her was, if she had had the reports. | didn’t ask her what was in the reports. | asked
her if she had received the reports, simply that.

MRS. PRICE: Yes, | have.

MR. JENKINS: Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for St. Vital.

MR. WALDING: Is the Member for Logan finished?

MR. JENKINS: Yes, I've finished for the present.

MR. WALDING: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | believe the Minister did give the committee a breakdown
of the SMYs for this particular appropriation that we’re on. | wonder if she could make available

to the commitee similar figures for all of the department broken down?

MRS. PRICE: [I'll give them to you as we go into them; I’'ve got them all, if you like, as we go
into each department.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Could | interrupt the Member for St. Vital. The Minister has offered to do it as
we go through the Estimates. Would you and other members of the committee prefer that she have
them listed on a sheet and distributed?

MR. WALDING: We have made similar requests of other Ministers in Estimates, Mr. Chairman, and
we have received, usually at the beginning of the consideration. a complete list so that we can make
our comparisons with the previous year giving . . .

MRS. PRICE: Can | just read them off to you. i have them here. | don’t have them on one page,
I've got them according to departments. Would that be satisfactory or would you rather them on
one sheet?

MR. WALDING: | wonder if the Minister could have them duplicated and made available to the
committee, it would be appreciated.

MRS. PRICE: Yes, | can do that.

MR. WALDING: Couid the Minister give us an idea of how many employees there are in the
Department of Labour at the moment?
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MR. WALDING: Can the Minister teli us whether she found Mr. Goodison incompetent to carry
out the work?

MRS. PRICE: No, | did not find Mr. Goodison incompetent to carry out his work, but Mr. Goodison
did not want to work with me.

MR. WALDING: Is the Minister then telling us, Mr. Chairman, that it was Mr. Goodison’s decision
to leave?

MRS. PRICE: It was not Mr. Goodison’s decision to leave but it is my responsibility to see that
the department is run in the best manner and | found that | was not getting his co-operation.

MR. WALDING: Can the Minister inform the committee in what way Mr. Goodison was failing to
co-operate with her?

MRS. PRICE: By certain information that | was given that | don’t care to elaborate on. | can just
tell you that Mr. Goodison himself was not surprised. He was the first one, when this government
took office, that made a public statement to the press that he expected to be the first one to be
fired, so he must have felt that he wouldn’'t be able to adapt to this present government’s
philosophies.

MR. WALDING: Did Mr. Goodison fail to carry out the Minister’s instructions, Mr. Chairman?

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Goodison neglected to give me information that was necessary for me to carry
out my position.

MR. WALDING: Was this information that the Minister had asked for or . . .?

MRS. PRICE: In some cases.

MR. WALDING: . . . or had she just expected Mr. Goodison to come up with this?

MRS. PRICE: In some cases it was; in some cases it wasn’t. | can only say that there was certainly
enough evidence to see that our working conditions to it were not compatible and we could not

work together.

MR. WALDING: Had Mr. Goodison expressed any opposition or resistance to any of the Ministers’
policies?

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Goodison expressed his opposition to some of our contempiated moves. He also
gave me documents that he wanted me te sign which 1 very luckily had the foresight to ask somebody
else about them first which was not in the best interests of this government. it was then that | really
knew that | had somebody that was working against me.

MR. WALDING: So then the Minister is telling us that she is of the opinion that Mr. Goodison was
working contrary to the Minister or the to the Department or to the government?

MRS. PRICE: To all.

MR. WALDING: Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for Kildonan.

MR. FOX: Would part of the non-cooperation include recommendations by the then Deputy Minister
in respect to the Power Engineers’ Act and the enforcement of it? Was that part of the issue there
was disagreement on?

MRS. PRICE: | had no liaison with Mr. Goodison at all with regard to that. The only connection
we had was when he removed my personal files from my department, my office, had them duplicated,

took them out and gave them to Mr. Warren to read on his show. So you can take that for what
it’'s worth.
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