





Wednesday, June 7, 1978

employment; we have shooting incidents; we have other indications of serious social disruption
because communities are not able to find employment for their citizens and are not able to pursue
economic development. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please.
TABLING OF REPORTS
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker, | would like to table the First Actuarial Report
on the Manitoba Public Service Group Insurance Fund as at December 31ist, 1976.

MR. SPEAKER: Notices of Motion . . . Introduction of Bills.
ORAL QUESTIONS
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. EDWARD SCHREYER (Rossmere): Mr. Speaker, in the absence of the Minister of Mines and
Resources, and for other reasons as well, it would be appropriate to address this question to the
First Minister and ask the honourable gentleman if he can indicate whether news reports from Ottawa
today are accurate, namely, that members of Parliament are being encouraged to circumvent, as
it were, or go outside and beyond the channels of the Government of Canada in making direct
representations to the United States Congress with respect to the Garrison Diversion project. Can
the First Minister say if this course of action has the blessing of the government of the Province
of Manitoba?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

HON. STERLING R. LYON, Premier (Charleswood): Mr. Speaker, | would be happy to take the
question of the Honourable Leader of the Opposition as notice. That particular report, | must say,
has not come to my attention but [ will certainly endeavour to look into it myself and direct it as
well to the Minister concerned, and after informing ourselves, will be quite happy to give the
Honourable Leader of the Opposition our reflections, advice or comments, as the case may be,
on the report.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for inkster.

MR. SIDNEY GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | rise on a matter of personal privilege. There is an editorial
in today’s Winnipeg Free Press which says that the previous government made numerous promises
to call committees which they did not call; promised numerous times to produce witnesses at
committee, which they did not call. Mr. Speaker, | wish to, for the record, say that never was a
committee promised to be called under the previous administration, that it wasn’t called; never was
a witness promised under the previous administration, that the witness was not called.

MR. SPEAKER: | want to point out to the Honourable Member for Inkster that matters appearing
in a newspaper are not a matter of personal privilege in this Chamber. The member may very wel
take his case up with the newspaper but | don’t think it should become a matter of the privilege
of this House. The Honourable Member for Inkster.

Mr. Green: Mr. Speaker, | do indicate that | am following a procedure that has been folliowed
continually where something has appeared in the paper with respect to proceedings of the House
which a member takes exception to, he has been permitted to rise and make the record clear. That’s
all I've done.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. LEONARD S. EVANS: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to address a question to the Minister
of Education responsible for universities in the province. | have a question for the Minister respecting
Brandon University and the BUNTEP and IMPACTE programs which | believe are financed by the
government separate and apart from the Universities Grants Commission block funding. How does
the Minister and his department ensure that the funds allocated for BUNTEP and IMPACTE are
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and the material that’s in stock and it is in that process now of taking a look at the offers that
have been made for the material and the equipment.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

HON. DONALD W. CRAIK (Riel): Mr. Speaker, | wonder if | could reply to a question asked on
May 17th by the Member for Inkster with regards to Nelson House Reserve. The question was with
respect, in essence, were any buildings or iand flooded by virtue of the full operation of the Churchill
River Diversion. Mr. Speaker, the answer provided by Manitoba Hydro is that the Churchill River
Diversion operated through the 1977-78 winter at full capacity, and as well or better than expected.
Part of the Nelson House Reserve has been flooded by the operation of the Diversion, all buildings
subject to flooding were first removed by agreement with the Band, the area that was flooded was
in the severance area specified in the agreement. Mr. Speaker, there is a fairly long and detailed
answer to the question giving the dates and the elevations and the flow rates, which I'll pass on
to the Member for Inkster and a copy for the House as well.

Mr. Speaker, while | have the opportunity, may | also indicate that the Manitoba Savings Bond
Issue 11S that was announced in the House and has been sold over the last couple of weeks, that
the closing date of this issue, the sale of this issue, will be Tuesday, midnight next, on the 13th.
it has gone very successfully and will be completed on that date.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | thank the Minister of Finance for his answer and | presume he’s going
to let me have the detailed information. | wonder whether the Minister would consider it useful to
send the information to the people who sponsored the Inter-Church Task Force, who had been
wrongfully led to believe that the houses of the people living in Nelson House would be under water
as a result of the operation of the Churchill River Diversion.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, there is no copyright on this answer. | am sure that the member might
want to personally forward a copy of it to his friends.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Member for Rupertsiand.

MR. HARVEY BOSTROM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Education
reporting for the universities in Manitoba, and further to the questions asked by my colleague, the
Honourable Member for Brandon East. | wonder if the Minister, in his investigation of the programs
of BUNTEP and IMPACTE for the purpose of training native teachers, if he can investigate if the
president of the University of Brandon is improperly charging out part of his executive assistant’s
salary to these programs supposedly as part of the administration expense of the programs?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rupertsiand.

MR. BOSTROM: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. | would also ask the Minister in his investigation
if he would investigate the allegation that the previous director, who was apparently removed in
April of this year and transferred to the Faculty of Education, is still having his salary paid from
the BUNTEP and IMPACTE funding in spite of the fact that he is no longer directly connected with
those programs? Just generally, Mr. Speaker, | would wonder if the Minister in his investigation
could determine if in fact all the funds that are available for the training of native teachers are actually
being used for that purpose, or if they are being taken aside for the funding of the university
president’s office. -

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Education.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, | will take the questions as notice.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, further in regard to the BUNTEP program, | would also like to address
a question to the Minister of Education. | wonder if it's acceptable to the Minister that the President
of Brandon University is claiming expenses for the use of his private aircraft, and claiming these

expenses from the BUNTEP and IMPACTE programs, even though these trips are not directly related
to BUNTEP and IMPACTE expenses.
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on low incomes. Now | wouid like to know from the Minister whether she can confirm what form
of assistance is available.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. May | suggest to the honourable member that those questions should
probably better be asked during the examination of Estimates. The Honourable Minister of Northern
Affairs.

MR. USKIW: Are your ruling, Sir, that we are not in a position to ask these questions in the question
period because of the Estimates of the Department of Labour . . .

MR. SPEAKER: | am suggesting to the honourabie member that probably those questions might
better be asked during the examination of Estimates.

MR. USKIW: . . . but | would like again to put the question to either Minister because the Minister
of Labour was not able to answer that question in Committee. So can the Minister of Heaith or
the Minister of Labour today clarify for the benefit of members of the Legislature what assistance
is available for people on the minimum wage from the Department of Welfare?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

MR. SHERMAN: Well, | can certainly clarify it, Mr. Speaker, but | would like to consuit with my
colleague and with the Member for Lac du Bonnet to determine just what it is that he’s alluding
to and what was said. | don’t know what he’s alluding to.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, | thought | made myself very clear. In the event that the Minister did
not hear my response when he put the question a moment ago let me indicate to him that my
question was whether or not the welfare program provides assistance to people who are fully
employed but who happen to earn a minimum wage?

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, the earlier answer that | gave the honourable member will have to
stand. | presume he is suggesting that that claim, that statement that has been made — | don’t
know that to be a fact. He was obviously in the Committee dealing with the Estimates of Labour;
| was in the Committee dealing with my Estimates. I'll investigate it and report back to him.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Speaker, in reply to two or three questions that were raised by the Member
for The Pas in relationship to the Minago contractor, he's asking questions with relationship to the
$85,000 profit and he’s questioned my figures in relationship to how | get to the fact that there
was a deficit. What | simply have taken, Mr. Speaker, is the fact that there was approximately
three-quarters of a million dollars given to the particular company in grants in the last two years
and after that money was given, there was earnings of $85,000.00. | believe that answers the dispute
that the two of us have had over this particular point in relationship to the work that they’re doing.
They were in fact employed in inter-provincial departmental contracts, one to the other, not using
the tender procedure. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, | would like to address a question to the Minister of Northern Affairs
who is answering questions that | asked about a month ago. | wonder if the Minister could confirm
that the funds —(Interjection)— | wonder if the Minister of Northern Affairs as opposed to the Minister
without Portfolio could answer a question. | wonder if the amount that the Minister is talking about
that was given to Minago, that the majority of that amount was given as training funds — and training
funds are available to industry in northern Manitoba in terms of employing and training native people
— whether he can confirm that the majority of those funds were in the nature of training
funds.

MR. MacMASTER: Mr. Speaker, in all honesty to the Member for The Pas, | don’t think him or
myself, him as previous Minister or myself as present Minister, could break out those particular
figures. | just do know that there has been three-quarters of a million dollars, or the approximate
amount, in the last two years given in grants to the particular company in question.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, | wonder if the Minister could confirm that these training funds that
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MR. WILSON PARASIUK: Mr. Speaker, last week | asked the Minister of Labour some questions
regarding an industrial death at Border Chemicals in Transcona and the Minister has been kind
enough to provide me with a written reply to some of my queries which she sent me on May 23rd
and | thank her for that reply. in her reply, she indicated that Border Chemicals had until the end
of May to comply with recommendations made by the Workplace Safety and Health Division of her
department regarding changes in operations of Border Chemicals, recommendations which arose
out of an investigation by the department after this industrial death at Border Chemicals. Has Border
Chemicals complied with these recommendations as of the end of May?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, | will take that question as notice.

While I'm on my feet, | would like to dispute the statement that was attributed to me by the
Member for Lac du Bonnet that he said | made last night in Estimates. | did not make that
statement.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, while we're on the subject of statements under dispute, may | ask
the honourable lady if she would indicate whether she was correctly quoted, when she is reported
to have said that the previous administration rejected the concept of a minimum \ |e that was
tied by formula to the composite industrial wage index?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

MRS. PRICE: |read a paragraph out of a ietter from my predecessor that stated that the government
was not interested in raising the minimum wage at that time. They had suggested a 60 percent
of the industrial composite which would have brought the minimum wage to $3.55 an hour and |
assum that my predecessor felt that that would have brought us out of reality.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, in light of that statement or answer, | would like to ask the Minister
of Labour if she is aware that progress was being made towards the minimum wage formula that
would relate to a percentage or a proportion of the composite industrial wage and also relate to
the national or federal minimum wage in the country. Perhaps more specifically, | could ask the
Honourable Minister of Labour if she can advise whether policy has been set as to whether in the
future the minimum wage will be determined by the retention of the Minimum Wage Board making
recommendations or by way of a formula approach policy?.

MRS. PRICE: The matter is under review at this time, Mr. Speaker.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. PARASIUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With respect to the issue of Border Chemicals, | would
like to direct a question to the Attorney-General. Upon the recommendation of the Workplace Safety
and Health Branch and after discussion with myself, | understand that the administrator of The Fatal
Accidents Investigation Act is conducting an investigation into the industrial death at Border
Chemicals last November to determine whether in fact an inquest or other action should be
undertaken. Has that investigation by the administrator of The Fatal Accidents Investigation Act been
completed yet?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Attorney-General.

MR. MERCIER: Mr. Speaker, 1 recall the name of an individual involved that the honourable member
spoke to me about last fall but | will take the question as notice because I'm not sure this is the
same incident.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona with a supplementary.

MR. PARASIUK: Yes, | just want to confirm to the Minister that it is the same case that | spoke
with him and | understood that an investigation was being undeitaken. I'd just like to know if the
investigation has been completed now since it is about seven months since the accident took
place.
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