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One is, he talks about the joint and several responsibilities of the chairmen. | marvel at the fact
that his co-chairmen has gone in the public and not deigned to come here 1o ¢ : us the benefit
of his knowledge, experience and advice.

MR. SPIVAK He doesn’t have to.

MR. CHERNIACK Of course he doesn’t have to. As a matter of fact this Minister doesn’t have
to be in this room.

MR. SPIVAK Many co-chairmen . . .

MR. CHERNIACK When this Minister wants to speak he shouid ask the Chairman for the opportunity
to take the floor. . Chairman, had Mr. Riley remained anonymous and in the background, | would
at least say, well, he wanted to remain aloof from the political sphere.

vas it last Saturday that he decided to give a rare inter30/ view and gave an interview, at
ngth, on the Task Force and then | think that that was an affront to the task he undertook
d that is to advise the Legislature on the findings of the Task Force and the recommendations.
words, he lent credibility to what was done without beina accountabie, and when you read
2ed for accountability and responsibility and those ords t are mentioned in this Task Force
I can only be critical of the fact that Mr. Riley picked ana cho  his arena and did not agree
here.

the Member for St. James again wants to make the . . . he’s made about five speeches,
irman, in the last five minutes.

{AKER One line speeches.

CRERNIACK One line speech, well that's all it was orth his doing; even then it was a waste

ot time.
Mr. Chairman, this explanation that the Minister gave for Graph ill on Page 19 doesn’t make sense,
Mr. Chairman. He said something about relative but, . Chairman, any graph | have seen — and

've seen a few — has two yardsticks, two measurements. One is vertical and one is horizontal and
if you miss one or the other it is grossly misleading to the extent where it is not only useless but
it is damaging. | think the Minister. . . it would be much better grace on his part to say, ‘“‘Yes,
goofed. We should have had ¢ ‘rtical line here which would have had something to show the proportion
of which we're talking.”" Instead of that he brushes aside a major error in the graph. | accept his doing
that because | think that that is the lue of many of the findings that we have in this report. | bring
it up only, firstly, to give the Minister an opportunity to say, | | bring a corrected graph and distribute
it to all members, or, to just keep on at he is doing, and that is trying to fudge the issue. | wouid
expect him to do that because | think there is much that he cannot support in the statements that
are made.

I'd like to ask the Minister, referring now to Page 22, where the Task Force talks about, well,
let me read the first sentence. ‘““Another approach to measuring the size of government is to compare
government employment to the population base it serves.” Having made that profound statement,
I'd like the Minister to tell us what he learned about each of the other provinces, of Manitoba in
relation to the size of the government employment to the popuiation base that'it serves in the other
provinces. Could he inform us of that.

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, the Task Force hac  rious options in the way in which they presented
it. They could have showed for them, which would have been the comparison that they've always
claimed should be made with other provinces, rather we wanted to show for Manitoba, ich is
really what we did. And Mr. Chairman, again | point out that since that time we have reduced the
Civil Service by over 1300 permanent employees.

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, may | ask, did the Task Force reduce the Civil Service?

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, that was reduced by the government with the co-operative effort of
the Task Force, and certainly with the determination of the Ministers involved, and the Premier,
trying to live within our means.

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, would the Minister mind answering my question. Did the Task
Force reduce Civil Service?

MR. SPIVAK The Task Force can only recommend, Mr. Chairman, and what we did is, in the case
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members that we are discussing the Minister's Salary, and | would ask all members to please allow
the person recognized by the Chair to complete their questioning or their statements.
The Member for St. Johns.

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, | did not bring the quotations that | had available at our first
meeting, where the Minister without Portfolio responsit  for the Task Force stated in the House
that the opportunity to discuss the Task Force in all its length and breadtt  »uld be at this moment,
and that’s why | am going beyond his Salary and discussing the work he did, and which he is n
trying to justify by way of Salary.

Mr. Chairman, I'd like to ask the Minister whether there’s an indication in this report, iich |
haven’t seen yet, which indicates the Civil Service employment, government employment to
population as a percentage. Mr. Chairman, | gather he didn’'t understand me. Is there in this report
a statement that government employment, related to population, is a certain percentage, that is,
so many percent of the population form the government employees? | haven’t seen it, it may be
here in the report.

MR. SPIVAK Well, have you read the report?

MR. CHERNIACK Yes.

MR. SPIVAK Have you read Page 227

MR. CHERNIACK Yes.

MR. SPIVAK Well, >uld you like to read Page 22 out loud?

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, would the nister care to answer . . . he doesn’t have to answer
any questions, r. Chairman. | asked him, | have not seen it. | see the increase, the proportional
increases, by Y2 of one percent, by one percent. | may h  read it too superficially. Is it not
here?

MR. SPIVAK On the bottom of Page 22, in 1968, there were 11 provincial government employees
to serve each 1,000 in population of Manitoba, and by 1976 this number had increased by 36 percent
to approximately 15 per 1,000 population.

MR. CHERNIACK Oh, that’s helpful. Mr. Chairman, could the Minister indicate what was the
percentage population in Ontario for the same periods of time?

MR. SPIVAK No, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHERNIACK Would the Minister care to indicate what it s in  berta? Or any other
province?

MR. SPIVAK No.

MR. CHERNIACK Well, Mr. Chairman, that means therefore that the Minister has decided that it
is not relevant to this Task Force report to indicate what is the government population per population
in any of the other provinces of . . . He has refused to do that, Mr. Chairman. . .

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, | have not refused to reveal . . .

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, here we go again. So, Mr. Chairman, it seems to me that if he
does not want to present this as part of a balanced report on the Task Force, then surely there
ought to be something in the report, and again, | read it very quickly and superficialiy, there ought
to be some indication as to the extent to which government had taken over tasks that were being
performed in the supposed private sector in comparable years. In order to be relevant when one
talks about an increase in population, may | ask the Minister whether there is anything in this report
to indicate an acknowledgment that there was a great deal of increase of service in matters which
this government has not yet indicated that they would reduce.

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, the honourable member is capable of reading the report and making
whatever comments he wants, and | am prepared to listen to his report. | am not prepared to simply
deal on a line by line questioning on his part or an examination. He is very much aware of what
the report contained. | am assuming that he has read it and | am prepared to listen. | am not prepared
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as | could. Mr. Chairman, it is all very well for him to scream about, ““Put it on the table.” | want
to draw to his attention a couple of statements he made. One is that at the time the strategy had
already been worked out. A very significant sentence: ‘The strategy had already been worked out.”
| wrote it down as he said it.

MR. SPIVAK The strategy of the Task Force . . .

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, would you tell this Minister to keep quiet.
MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, on a point of order.

MR. CHERNIACK On a matter of privilege.

MR. SPIVAK No, on a point of order, Mr. Chairman.

R. CHAIRMAN Just a minute. A few moments ago the Member for St. Jehns was speaking. He
stopped and he ited about 30 seconds for a reply from the nister. The Minister hadn’t replied.
| am sure that the Member for St. Johns was in a state of shock at that particular moment. The
problem between the Member for St. Johns and this particular Minister  that ! both seem to
want to talk at the same time and be quiet at the same time. It is not very ea o0 conduct this
committee with you two persons at it. Perhaps it was easier 1en the Member tor St. Johns sat
up nice and close here, but he is not there.

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, the record will sh that | have not spoken except when you
said, “The Member for St. Johns.”

MR. CHAIRMAN That is true, but a few moments ago, the nister was quiet and you were in
a state of shock iiting for an answer.

MR. CHERNIACK But the Minister, nevertheless, has been interrupting me.

MR. CHAIRMAN Unfortunately, sometimes he wants to give you the answer rather quickly.
MR. CHERNIACK Now, he raised a point of order.

MR. CHAIRMAN The Minister, on a point of privilege.

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, on a point of privilege, the member said that the strategy was
undertaken, or rds to that effect.

MR. CHERNIACK Had been worked out.

MR. SPIVAK Yes, it was worked out. It was worked out by the Task Force, that is, the strategy
of the Task Force, the strate  of the review teams. Yes, Mr. Chairman, | was talking about the
Task Force, and that’s all | said and i think that the record will shc¢  that and [ simply ask the
honourable member to refer to Hansard when it is printed.

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, ! won’t quarrel with that. He said the strategy had been worked
out and that meant that they were going blindly ahaad regardless of what new information they
acquired. To me, that is what it meant. You see, r. Chairman, he is prepared to make broad
statements. He made the statement — | didn’t know whether it was true or not — he made the
statement that the budget process consisted of the First Minister from the previous government
sitting down for a sk and going over the budget. Mr. Chairman, | don’t knc  whether it is true
or not; | was not part of Cabinet or of the Management Commitiee. | am sure it is not true but
I can’t vouch for it not being true. The Minister said it more than once and now | believe that it
is absolutely untrue and he said it. He says, well, now prove | am wrong. Mr. Chairman, he has
said that this previous government would have continued to spend at the same rate. | say this is
not true, Mr. Chairman, | don't believe that. He believes it; he says he can prove it. Let him prove
it. Let him not make broad statements unless he is prepared to back them up, unless he is prepared
to say, ‘Il do believe that.” Okay. But don’t let him say, ‘| can prove it,” and then not prove it
because no one, and | really mean hardly anyone, would take his word without his bringing some
supportive evidence to vouch for it.

Now, Mr. Chairman, he has now admitted — | think he has admitted — that before this report
was published, he aiready knew that the projection was incorrect and he is telling us that this report
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MR. PAWLEY The Minister is going to obtain the information for me on that part?
MR. SPIVAK On the per capita debt.

MR. PAWLEY |[f | coula ask the Minister, dealing with deficits, because in a statement — if | could
dr some comparison with the Ontario deficit — does the Minister agree with me that the total
deficit in Ontario is in excess of $1.5 billion for the past fiscal year?

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, | am not in a position to answer for Ontario but | am aware that it
is very high and | am aware that they have been deficit financing, yes. But, Mr. Chairman, | can’t
give the honourable member the exact figures and | think that he can find them for himself.

MR. PAWLEY Would the Minister advise me whether in Ontario — he makes reference to the fact
that the deficit in Manitoba would raise concerns in the investment community about the province’s
overall financial position. The Minister has indicated that he is not aware of the amount of the Ontario
deficit but | would like to put to him that the deficit in Ontario is pr irtione to the deficit, as
had been projected by his Task Force, for 1anitoba. Is he aware, in Ontario, of a concern in the
it :stment community about the Province of Ontario’s overall financial position?

mmr. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, this report deals with Manitoba, not Ontario.

MR. PAWLEY Mr. Chairman, maybe the Member for St. James would like the floor on a point
of order?

MR. CHAIRMAN The Member for St. James.

MR. MINAKER On a point of order, let’s deal with the Task Force Report, . Chairman, not with
the Ontario provincial budget.

MR. CHAIRMAN The Member for Seikirk.

MR. PAWLEY Mr. Chairman, | wuld like a ruling from you as to whether the Member for St. James
had a valid point of order.

MR. CHAIRMAN Well, | think, to you, to the Member for Selkirk and to all members of the
committee, that we are on the Minister’s salary, the Minister responsible for the Task Force. | really
do think that we should stick to Manitoba concerns, but the report does refer to other jurisdictions
so that is the reason why | haven’t interrupted you when you have asked questions pertaining to
other provinces, etc.

MR. PAWLEY Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | wouid like to point out to the Member for St. James,
so that he kn ; the reason for these questions clearly in his own mind, that we are testing the
bias ich again and again has been revealed in this Task Force Report, and again and again there
are instances of bias being unfolded. There is a suggestion within the Task Force Report that
investment concern is being raised in Manitoba due to the deficit position in the Province of Manitoba,
as though the deficit was creating concern. | think, therefore, -. Chairman, it is not unreasonable
to ask the Minister responsible for the Task Force if he drew this opinion as a result of comparisons
with the situation in Ontario 1ere the deficit for the past number of years was proportionate to
the deficit that his Task Force had projected for the Province of Manitoba? Is that the basis of
the forecast that he made?

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, | have already answered the question. The question has been answered
twice. | don’t think it is necessary to repeat it. | have indicated that the fiscal situation is shown
as of the date of the time the Task Force commenced its operation. | have explained it and there
really is no need to continue. The honourable members can talk about whatever they want. That
is the information upon which the judgments were made with respect to the action and the strategy
that had been undertaken.
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be sent out, but the point is the decision was r e, it was made on that basis. That s the
methodology used by the review team.

R. PAWLEY Mr. Chairman, surely the Minister could advise us what criteria was used n order
to determine which lawyers would receive a questionn aire and which lawyers would not receive
a questionnaire when there are — and | say to him, and | stand to be corrected — 300 to 400
I rers on the legal aid panel?

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, again, the methodology used was to have the questionnaire sent out
to approximately 80 and there were 50 that were returned.

MR. PAWLEY And so the nister isn’t prepared to provide me with the criteria that was used
in determining selectively which |  rers it was felt could provide the Task Force Committee witb
some valuable information and which ones could not with respect to their inquiry.

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, the legal aid review team special study were not the only ones who
in fact sent inquiries out by way of questionnaires. Other review teams did the same thing, they
adopted their own procedures. Who they sent those questionnaires out to and the numbers they
received and the information contained therein was really within the review team’s purview and I'm
not going to get myself involved in that. That was part of the method of trying to determine the
information. They made the choice or the selection on their own.

MR. PAWLEY Can the Minister assure us that the selection was based upon objective factors and
not upon the basis of which lawyers would respond in a favourable light in the direction that the
Task Force might wish their conclusions to be drawn . . . ?

MR. SPIVAK Well, | want to put it on the record that there was nothing in the Task Force
appointment of the review team or the direction given to them as to what objectives had to be
achieved or as to what a report had to be finalized. Th-  did it on the basis of trying to obtain
as quick information as they could, and I'm not in a posiuon to deal th the basic criteria of the
way in which they exercised their discretion, and | indicate that directive was part of the method
but at least for the record 'm trying to indicate that that information . . .

MR. PAWLI Mr. Chairman, | request an assurance from the Minister. | have indicated and | have
charged and the Minister has not refuted my charge that the statements pertaining to lawyers being
employed by Legal Aid to appear before Law Amendments Committee, I've stated that that is a
falsehood. I've suggested to the Minister that that fact seeped into this report as a result of incorrect
inference from the appearance of 3ssrs. Savino and Peltz before the Law Amendments Committee
this past December. | now then must ask the Minister to provide the committee with assurance
that the contracts, Mr. Peltz and Mr. Savino, both very competent lawyers, well respected in the
legal community, were not renewed as a result of any representations which they had made to the
Law Amendments Committee, because of faulty assumptions arrived at on Page 23 of the report.
All | ask for is an assurance from the Minister that the faulty assumption did not contribute in any
way, shape or form to the non-renewal of the contracts of those two very competent ¢ ‘ers.

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, | am not accepting that these are faulty assumptions and | have no
knowledge at all of the matters that the honourable member is referring to.

MR. PAWLEY Well then is the Minister now prepared to provide me, or the committee, with an
assurance that Mr. Savino and Peltz’s contracts were not renewed as a result of representations
made by Savino and Peitz before the Law Amendments Committee this past December on Family
Law.

MR. SPIVAK | have no knowledge of the individual contracts nor did in any way | or any member
of the Task Force, that I'm aware of, dealt with it.

MR. PAWLEY Well, | say to the Minister and | make it as a statement of fact to him that the contracts
were not renewed.

MR. SPIVAK Well, Mr. Chairman, you know, there were . . .

MR. PAWLEY The Minister may accept or may reject the basis of the information I'm providing
to him but I'm saying to him that contracts e not renewed. I'm not charging at this point that
the contracts were not renewed as a result of any activity before the Law Amendments Committee
but all I'm asking the Minister for is an assurance that that did not enter into trie non-renewal of
the contracts in question.
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MEMBER Is the )mber for Gladstone on your list, Mr. Chairman?

MR. CHAIRMAN The Member for Selkirk. Please address your remarks to the Chair.

MR. PAWLEY Well, Mr. Chairman, the Member for Gladstone has just disclosed his ignorance of
the Task Force Report because if he'd read the Task Force Report he would know that I'm not
the one that raised this case, it's the Task Force that raised this case and reference is made in
the Task Force — farce report, | should say — to this case. —({Interjections)—

MR. CHAIRMAN The Member for Selkirk please carry on.

MR. PAWLEY Could | ask the Minister whether any effort was made to obtain this
information?

MR. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, there was an investigation taken, it was not just the revi teams’
recommendations that dealt with this. The Task Force did in fact deal with this; they did their own
investigation and there is really no point of going through the procedures. I've indicated the Task
Force recommendation is before the honourable member. If the honourable member feels that it
is not warranted, he can so state and have his opinion.

MR. PAWLEY Were the three cases in question that reference is made to, were they discussed
with the executive director of Legal Aid Manitoba?

MR. SPIVAK [I'm not going to deal with how or in what way we investigated this matter but | want
to again place on the record that they in fact were dealt with.

MR. PAWLEY Mr. Chairman, I'm not going to continue to argue with the Minister but obviously
the answer provided to us by the Minister indicates again the bias from which the Task Force launched
its inquiry in this respect and the shoddy work that was undertaken by the Task Force.

3. SPIVAK Mr. Chairman, | want to point out that there are a number of people who are involved
with Legal Aid and who are as competent as | think the Member for Selkirk who do not hold the
same views as the mber for Selkirk . . .

MR. PAWLEY No, I'm discussing your report.

MR. SPIVAK . . .Yes, and who in fact believe that the judgments of the courts really reflect a
problem, Mr. Chairman ‘ which the Task Force tried to deal with. | can understand that there’s
disagreement on the part of the member who is the former Attorney-General but {'ve tried to indicate
that we've placed this on the record after having completed our investigation of the matter and
it stands. There’s just really no point in pursuing the methods of determination of how we did this.
if 2 hadn’t investigated it, | would not so indicate.

MR. CHAIRMAN The Member for St. Johns, then the Attorney-General. The Attorney-General on
a point of order.

MR. MERCIER !f | could, Mr. Chairman, just correct the record. The Honourable Member for Selkirk,
one of the members of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition has referred in three cases to Rex versus
the accused. Perhaps for the record, it could be shown that those cases are properly called Regina
versus the accused, since 1951.

MR. CHAIRMAN All right, the Member for St. Johns.

MR. CHERNIACK | think that it's a wonderful thing that the Attorney-General has come here to
make a positive contribution to the debate just now. | want to. for myself, thank the Attorney-General
for the elucidation and clarity with which he spoke. | wish we could say the same for the Minister
who has put so many things on the record that my head is aimost reeling from it. But, Mr. Chairman,
| want to put something on record. It is now tomorrow. If you can imagine that today could be
tomorrow, then that is what has happened in the last few minutes. It is now five minutes after
midnight.

MR. CHAIRMAN Can you imagine that.

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman. for the record —({Interjection)— Mr. Chairman, are you calling
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Mr. Chairman, | think that | mentioned accountability and financial control has not been dealt
with, then there is reorganization proposals not dealt with, and there are some twenty departments
in Volume Il that have only have been touched on very briefly. Now, Mr. Chairman. | have no intention
of spending the night here and if the government will insist that we do, | am prepared to say all
right. If the government has decided that th -e going to cut off debate in that way by making
it impossible physically or mentally for us to continue, | would have to accept that as a government
decision. But, Mr. Chairman, | think it is rather early in dealing with a report which has taken up
so much time of the government, in talking about how great it s, h great it is. that now that
we are beginning to find some pretty substantial chinks in it, that there is the effort to cut us off
and the effort to make us stay here in order to finish it today. The House Leader said, “Well, we'll
finish the Salary today.” Well, Mr. Chairman, you know, if he wants to. . . he's not bluffing me
because he can tell me: 'l intend you to stay until six in the morning,” and I'll say, “Okay, if that’s
the way you operate, if that’s your strategy of operation, | won’t play your game and | won't be
subject to being pushed around.” So, Mr. Chairman, it's a choice for government; either they force
us to stay or they accede to what is a sensible thing, we’ve been here. . . you’ve been here for
much longer, Mr. Chairman, it's after midnight, and we can adjourn debate. The Committee can
rise now. | don’t know if the Minister can’t take it anymore or whether the government feels that
it has exhausted itself.

MR. CHAIRMAN My suggestion to the :mber for St. Johns is to put the motion that Committee
rise and see what happens. You aren’t getting an answer from them, that way you will get an
answer.

MR. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, | do appreciate your suggestion. | wish some of the comedians
at the table would listen to you too to know what procedures are. All right, Mr. Chairman, | move
that the Committee rise.

MOTION presented and lost.
MR. CHAIRMAN The Member for Roblin did not vote. The Honourable Member for St. Johns.

3. CHERNIACK Mr. Chairman, | want to apologize to some of the members of the Conservative
Party. Some of them are not clowns. | want that clearly on the record. In my opinion, some of them
are not clowns.

Mr. Chairman, | am satisfied that we have pretty well shown that this report has a great deal
of improvement that could have been made for it. The fact that it was rushed is unfortunate. if
it were a report of recommendations to Cabinet. it didn’t have to come this quickly, it could have
been done in their time but the fact is that tt had a mission to perform and the mission has
been accomplished and that is to continuously try to, what was the words used by the Minister,
“to indict the former government.” Well, if they feel they have succeeded, that’s their pleasure and
their satisfaction. But, Mr. Chairman, | want to make it clearly on the record that we have not had
an opportunity to discuss many of the statements and recommendations of the report and | for
one, will not let the government decide for me that I'm going to work indefinitely into the night.
So, Mr. Chairman, | hope honourable members won’t be too hurt if | leave.

MR. CHAIRMAN No other speakers being listed on my page of where | record the persons interested
in speaking, I will call the question. 1.(b)—pass. Gentlemen of the Committee, 1.(b) is now passed.
Committee rise.

SUPPLY — HEALTH AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. Abe Kovnats | would like to dre the honourable members' attention to Page
38, Healt_h and Spcial Development. : are on Clause 3, Community Operations Division; (¢} Child
and Family Services; (1) Salaries; (c)(1)—pass — The Honourable Member for St. Boniface.

MR. DESJARDINS Mr. Chairman, when we adjourned the House for the dinner hour, | think we

were finding something quite interesting. | am referring to the Abuse Centre. As [ stated. this is
something that had been reviewed in discussion h the different groups, the experts in this field,
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in Winnipeg and most of the patients were people coming from the north and it was felt that . . .
Mind you we had enough of these beds at the time and | wouldn’t fault the Minister if this was
new beds . There has to be a kind of a trade-off some¢  ere but the idea was if there were going
to be any new facilities it wouldn’t hurt to have something up north maybe in Thompson or in that
area. The Minister hasn’t commented on this t. My main concern right now is that Child Abuse
Centre and | hope that my fears are not founded and all the people of Manitoba will be taken care
of.

MR. CHAIRMAN The Honourable Member for Roblin.

MR. J. WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin) Mr. Chairman, this is a very important subject matter that is
before us on this item and | would have not rose to my feet unless I've had some experience over
the years to see of some of the problems that we have ourselves involved with this particular item.
| don’t think and | don’t think there’s any member of this Chamber regardless of his political stripe
who thinks that dollars is going to solve the problem. | can take members of the committee or

iers to my constituency, a family, a mother and father, a married woman and a man who adopted
three children at a certain time. Two of those children are in jail and the other one is retarded.
They adopted them in good faith and with all the home-loving care that one family could possibly
get, those children got that care. And regardless of the dollars that we expend on this from the
government, or any government, or the directives of Ministers or the expertise that we have in the
government and in the professional services, it is a very very difficult matter. | know the Minister
is going to wrestle it the best he can, just the same as the former Minister in the former government,
and hopefully we can surely come up with some solutions better than it has been. And | don’t quarrel
with governments of the past, because it's a most difficult problem today because of the new type
of fam  unit that was not related to my days or other members that are about my age in the
Legislature. —(Interiection)— 1 kn  and | understand that is another difficult problem that we have
to face and deal :h.

So | hope that in our wisdom and in our judgment that we can, with all the knc  :dge and the
brains and the expertise we have in the department, try and make it a little better than it has been
in the past because ! have some families in my constituency who have had some bad experiences
from the children that they have adopted, and adopted in good faith and gave them a home.
Unfortunately the children were not able to fit into that environment or become part of that family
union and it has become a most difficult problem today.

| know that we don't have all the an rs and we maybe should expend more dollars and bring
more expertise because the problem is not going to go away. So | do give my blessing to the
committee and hope that | can, as a member of the committee, heip the former lister and this
Minister, and the members of the Legislature, to reso this very very difficult problem.

MR. CHAIF AN The Honourable Member for Wellington.

MR. BRIAN CORRIN Mr. Chairman, | am ry pleased to hear the remarks made by my honourable
friend from Roblin. That gentleman, as a matter of fact, amplifies and reinforces some of my own
feelings respecting the need for special services in rural Manitoban communities.

The Member for St. Boniface was indicating earlier, in response to a statement made just before
the dinner break, that he felt that there was a special need for special services and arrangements
in rural communities. He was motivated to make that statement because he had heard, as we all
had prior to five-thirty, ihat the Minister had made provision, | believe, for an additional $61,000
and three extra staff persons to be seconded and provided to the Children’s Aid Society of Winnipeg
for the purpose of preventing and fighting child abuse incidents in this city. | believe he said that
almost any expenditures can be justified. | think that’s a proper quote.

| am concerned as to what needs it might present in the rural communities and as | said, my
concern has been ampilified and reinforced by the Honourable Member for Roblin, and so |  uld
ask the Minister whether he could tell us whether it has been decided to allocate similar resources
to other urban areas as well as rural communities throughout the province, in order to assist them
in retaining vigilance, remaining vigilant and protecting the communities secure against incidents
of child abuse?

MR. CHAIRMAN The Honourable Member for St. Boniface.
MR. DESJARDINS Mr. Chairman, | expect the Minister will be speaking on this child abuse thing,
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have the right first of all to specify what they want. They could wait maybe twenty-five years by
s 1g, "We will only take a little girl with blonde hair and blue eyes, and she has to be six months
oia. ' They can wait a long time or they can say, 2 want to be parents, yes. . . an {.Q. such
as we haven't seen here in Manitoba.” But there are other people that | say, “We just want a
child. We can’t have any children of our own. 2 want to give love to somebody.” And those are
the people that need it. You know, this is not just something that you are going to be stylish, and
it is the style, it is the thing to do, you are going to adopt children, and they have got to be well
behaved or you will turn them back and cash them in and get others. We are talking about children.
The ones that need it the most are those — and | am certainly not lecturing anybody — but the
ones that need it the most are those that are difficult, those that are retarded, those that can’t
fend for themselves at all times. So, you know, this is not just a game that what h you got for
my friends that want to adopt kids, could you guarantee this, could you guarantee that? | think
that that is asking too much. If these people want that | think that then they should forget it, because
they might be disappointed and then they feel, “Well, | did it in good faith. | wanted somebody
in good faith. | offered them love but | can’t get to them so | was fooled.”

| don't feel sorry — | feel sorry for the children. | would hope that we have less and less of
these kids in society, but the people that are asking for adoption can’t get a five ar guarantee
or so many miles and then turn it in and get a new one if it doesn’'t work. We're talking about
people here, we're talking about kids. There might be many reasons why they seem retarded, or
they can’t cope with society. 1ybe society hasn't been too fair with those people.

This is the thing that | said, | think that we agreed, it's not just a question of money, because
you will not replace love. You can pay people all the money in the rid, if there’s not love and
concern for the human being, you won’t change that at ail, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN The Honourable Member for :lington. —(Interjection)—

MR. CORRIN | don’t know if that’s a point of order, Mr. Chairman. | feel motivated, Mr. Chairman,
to rise in order to retract my tribute to the Member for Roblin. | obviously had misunderstood him.
| was shocked that he would take such a humanistic position in this Chamber, but there was no
need for me to be shocked. He has reverted to form. | wouid suggest to the Member for Roblin
that he communicate his concerns to the Minister of Consumer Affairs, and perhaps his government
can introduce a new adoption bill that would provide proper warranties, so that people, of necessity,
when they were contemplating adoption proceedings, could also get a proper warranty, like on a
washing machine, or an automobile, and if the merchandise was faulty, or in some way didn’t meet
the standard expected, they could effect a return. —(Interjection)— The last haven of an ignorant
mind, Mr. Chairman.

Perhaps the Honourable Minister now could enlighten us as to whether or not there will be
additional funds aliocated to the rural areas in order to fight incidence of child abuse throughout
the province and indicate whether nr not rural and other urban areas will get the same treatment
as has been accorded the City of nipeg.

MR. CHAIRMAN The Honourable Minister.

MR. SHERMAN Mr. Chairman, we're talking basically at this juncture about child abuse, and | want
to say to honourable members that the determination to expand the capacity of the Children’s Aid
Society in Winnipeg to deal with and cope h and fight child abuse, is based on the co :tion
on the part of this government that it is more practical and probably more sensible in an economic
way to equip that agency that has some considerable expertise in the field through additional funding
and the supply of three additional staff man years seconded from our department to them, rather
than setting up another body, a quasi-official freestanding body that would represent another
bureaucratic agency, and wld in effect be taking unto itself or be assigned a responsibility in
a field of expertise in whicn we believe the Children’s Aid Societies. and particularly in this case
the Children’s Aid Society of Winnipeg, possess expertise that should be utilized and should be
supported.

As a consequence, while | recognize the recommendations of the committee to which the
Honourable Member for St. Boniface refers, and while | commend the committee for its work, |
suggest that the government exercised a prerogative in making a decision, and ! think that that's
government’s right. It was our conclusion that it was better to equip the Children’s Aid Society to
do it than to set up an additional freestanding agency. If that proves to be wrong, then ) will be
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Okay, it takes awhile to establish this service. Then at the request — and we were all ready
to move. my Deputy  nister in those days was very adamant that this is the way it should be done,
he wasn’t responsible, not more than any of the present civil servants are; it is the Minister —
at the request of the Children’s Aid Society of Winnipeg we reviewed this and it took quite awhile.
That is not the Minister’s fault. it took quite awhile to do some of that work.

And this is exactly what s being done. When the Minister announced this Abuse Centre, i
was very very pleased, very pleased, because | figured, well, that's the result the committee must
have reported. | didn’t even think twice, well, how come the Children's Aid Society of Winnipeg?
| repeat again, | don’t care who runs this unit, but it was a service for all Manitoba and when |
said the Children's Aid Society of Greater Winnipeg doesn’t even cover the city, he said, “‘That
technicality was resolved.” Good, congratulations. Now, solve this other technicality, that if they can
work  th this group, they can work with the Children’s Aid Society or other groups outside of
Winnipeg. That is all my concern. I'm not unrealistic; | don’t think that the Minister can move
mountains in a day. That is not the case, but right now he is moving in this direction and | am
happy for that, but he is not doing anything for the people outside of the Greater Winnipeg area
and that is going backwards because we announced that this unit was going to deliver the service
for all  anitoba.

So that’s the only difference. It is not who is running it; it is not what i being done here, but
why? The Minister could get up and say. okay, I'm going to call the Ch en’s Aid Society and
I'm going to call the people in the other areas and we are going to look at it because as of today
there is no way that | am going to wait until we have the money and be satisfied to say that that
is the responsibility of Children’s Aid in the rural areas or in the north, and maybe we’ll move next
year.

I'm not even suggesting that they should spend any more money but | am saying that it has
got to be co-ordinated. 2 had announced — 1 don’t know if this is still in the announcement —
we had talked also about the therapeutic service with this thing and the Minister saw himseif, that
the 20 beds — he said, ‘| want them, you want them, we all want them.” And he is right, but
he has found it very difficult to build at this time because of the situation at the Health Sciences
Centre and | didn’t pursue that because | know these things. | had made it r first priority, and
I had said to staff, no y am | going to defend another Estimate if that isn't done because this
had been a request for a number of times and every second week or so | would call the person
responsible and | said, this has to be done. | realize that it takes a while and that they had a lot
of difficulty and | had difficulties too. We  re even at one time looking at the old Grace Hospital
as a possibility for temporary beds, for so mar  beds in this area. So | know what the score is
and that is not my battle with the government or the present Minister and | am pleased that he
is going in this area. But he has changed one thing, if he wants to make a big thing and say, well,
this other government wanted to set up a kind of an independent commission but we want to go
through the Children’s Aid Society, fine. To me it is not important enough to battle on that, but
| wish they would deliver and | wish the Minister would consider. It’s not that late, surely he can
do that. What has he got to lose, to say to me today, “All right, fine, let's see if we can extend
the service and at least work  th these people,” because the service is not going to be provided
under the situation without added funds and without the expertise and there are not that many
experts around. We're fortunate that we have some of the best and we had financed a conference
of this group and it was very successful.

All right, we did some work and now the next government is going to do more and maybe the
same Minister next year, or another Minister or another party will even do more and that’s the way
things go. | don’t claim that we invented everything and that we h done everything, but what
| am fighting for tonight is — the Minister certainly shouldn’t chastize me because | am concerned.
—(Interjection)}— Watch out, somebody is going to drop you on your head again and you’ll have
to go to the Abuse Services.

Mr. Chairman, | am concerned and surely the Minister is concerned for people outside the
province. Now, can he tell me that he will meet with them and see if that service can be extended
at least temporarily until he has moved in another direction and he has covered these other areas.
Can he get some of the people of the north who are concerned; can he get the brains in this field
and say, fine, this expertise will be available also, as much as we can, to do something for the
north but we will co-ordinate it? In the meantime, the Children’s Aid Society who are responsible
for the unit — and there is no difficulty in straightening this thing out — that they are going to
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because first of all | think they're biased and distorted as a result of the reporting mechanism that's
involved. It was of some interest to me to note that there was such a disparity as between the
number of incidents reported in Winnipeg and those reported out of the city in rural and presumably
northern posts. $

One can't help but note that although the populations of those two regions are basically the
same, there is a disproportionate number of incidents that have been reported in the Winnipeg region,
and | would suggest that probably there are many reasons for this, but | would suggest there is
only one real solution to the problem. and that's manpower. The real problem, i think, in this particular
area is plain and simple, identification. There has to be ample trained individuals in the field familiar
with the circumstances and situations in variious communities and regions, in order to actually effect
the number of apprehensions. protec apprehensions that are necessary to in order to alleviate
the possibility of serious grievious harm coming to children in these abuse situations.

That, Mr. Chairman, is the nub, | think, of the grievance that myself and the 2=mber for St.
Boniface are trying to place before the  nister this evening. | think that both of us are in concurrence
that it’'s simply inequitable for such a disproportionate number of resourc  to be allocated to orie
urban centre, namely Winnipeg, to. | think in these circumstances, the detriment of other urban
centres, where most certainly the number of incidents of this sort are probat proiiferating to the
very same extent as they are in Winnipeg. it's true that, as the Minister says, we have a concrete
jungle. | suppose that that is certainly true of the inner city of  nnipeg. bt | don’t think that concrete
has a lot to do with child abuse. As a matter of fact, | think if the lister were to travel with
me northward, north of 53, and go to places 1ere there is no concrete, he would find some
horrendous situations. I'm not trying to evince an ethnic bias because it has nothing to do with
that at all. | agree with him that this sort of behaviour manifests itself, notwithstanding the ethnic
racial, religious disposition of the citizens involved. But | might tell him there are terrible circumstances
in many of our remote northern communities, and one which | believe he should familiarize himself
with as soon as possible.

There is a desperate need and | think his staff has already told him this, and frankly | don't
think 1 need repeat it, undoubtedly they have described it to him but there is a desperate need
for interventive action in this respect. So | would call upon him to as soon as possible take steps
to proceed in that direction in order to cut off a  further terrible circumstances prior to their
arising.

| was also interested in noting that there seemed to be so much emphasis on the part of both
mem!t s, when dealing with the importance or the lack of importance of Children’s Aid Societies
in the province. | believe the Minister is aware that in many areas of the province, and particularly
those remote communities | referred to north of 53, there are no Children's Aid Societies. As a
matter of fact, there is what | thought to be a rather innovative provision in the Child Welfare Act
that provides, under Section 7 for Child Welfare Committees to be formed under the auspices of
the Director. | was concerned as to what number of comm ittees had nt  ceen formed in the province
in these remote communities under the direction of the Director of Child Welfare. These committees,
presumably will be able to curb incidents of abuse, will be able to intervene immediately hecause
of their particular perspective and their immediacy to the communities involved, and so | would
address a question to the nister. | would ask him whether he could teli us how many such
committees have been struck under Section 7 and how many committees are anticipated will be
formed in the next short while. | presume that the Director and staff under his supervision are currently
negotiating in remote communities and they would n have some idea of what possible
developments might be effected in these circumstances.

| would also like, if it's possible, an identification and breakdown of the communities where Child
Welfare Committees have actually been created and where it’s thought they will be created in the
next short while.

MR. CHAIRMAN Before | allow the Honourable Minister to answer, there was reference made to
Section 7, and I've been trying to follow, Section 7 of what?

MR. CORRIN The Child Welfare Act, Mr. Chairman.
MR. CHAIRMAN I'm sorry. The Honourable Minister.

MR. SHERMAN | believe | would be correct, Mr. Chairman, in responding to the Honourable Member
for Wellington, that Child Welfare Committees of the )e to which he refers are in existence in
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we have not budgeted for. and therefore remains as an unfilled vacancy.

Other Expenditures — : are looking at a reduction of approximately $7,000.00. The practicality
of that reduction is made possible through curtailment of purchases for printing, exhibits and staff
travel costs. That is the reduction in the Other Expenditures line — it is a reduction in requirements,
those requirements were in the area of printing, exhibits and staff travel costs. They h : been
curtailed to that extent.

MR. CHAIRMAN (1)— the Honourable Member for St. Boniface.

MR. DESJARDINS In the past the Department has cooperated with the Social Planning Council
to develop the Manual of Social Services with the hope that eventually this would be self-supporting.
Is this the case this year or is there any grant in there for this Manual of Social Services. hile
| am on my feet | wonder if the Minister could see that we have a copy of this report if at all
possible.

MR. SHERMAN There is a grant of $35,000 to the Social Planning Council that would accommodate
the Social Services Manual, the Social Planning Manual, that the honourable member refers to, but
it is not under this appropriation, . Chairman. It is under (k) General Purpose Grants and Research
Support Funds, and it is included in there and the honourable member was asking for a copy of
that manual? Was the honourable member asking me for a copy of that manual?

. DESJARDINS Yes, if | could.
MR. SHERMAN All right, | will obtain one for him, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN (1)—pass; (2)—pass; (e)—pass; (f)(1) Salaries— the Honourable Member for Seven
Oaks.

MR. MILLER Mr. Chairman, | would like clarification on this. | believe, going back to Page 35 in
the Reconciliation Statement, the transfers of functions to this Department from Northern Affairs
of $200,000, | recall asking the Minister about this and he said it was the transfer of Home Ec
staff, | believe it was, from Northern Affairs to the Department of Health and Social Development.
Is that right?

MR. SHERMAN That is right, but those 12 home economists who are transferred are covered under
a different appropriation, Mr. Chairman. It is number (j) Community Field Services. They are not
included in this appropriation. These increases that we are looking at here really represent essentially
just a price increase, general salary and the costs of the Other Expenditures. —(Interjection)— No,
those personnel under Northern Affairs, now transferred over to Health and Social Development
to which the honourable member refers come under Community Field Services.

MR. CHAIRMAN (1)—pass; (2)—pass; (f)—pass; (g{1) Salaries— The Honourable Government
House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON Mr. Chairman, | think that this may be a good point for the Committee to
rise.

MR. CHAIRMAN Committee rise. Call in the Speaker.
The Chairman reported upon the Committee’s deliberations to Mr. Speaker and requested
leave to sit again.

IN SESSION
MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Member for Radisson.

MR. ABE KOVNATS Mr. Speaker, | beg to move, seconded by the Honourable Member for
Springfield that the report of the Committee be received.

MOTION presented and carried.
MR. SPEAKER The Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON Mr. Speaker, | move, seconded by the Minister of Northern Affairs that the
House do now adjourn.

MOTION presented and carried and the House adjourned until 2:30 p.m., Wednesday.
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