

















Wednesday, May 10, 1978

people called the man to inspect the outside painting he found the eaves were rotting and what-have-
you. If the painter said, “| can’t fix that,” and they said, “Where do | get that fixed?” — they said,
“Critical Home Repair.” So we had more Critical Home Repair.

We then came in with the Inside Paint Program. When inspectors went out and half the plaster was
gone, they said, “We can’t paintthat,” and they said, “Where do | get that fixed?” — they said, “Critica!
Home Repair.” Mr. Speaker, we ended up with a backlog of applications that were higher than h:
been recommended by MHRC at any time — to the honourable gentlemen opposite, they have
reports in their hands — the most we can handle in ayear is probably about 3,500 to 4,000 and we had
5,000 on file. We're working it down; it's a problem that I'm not blaming anybody for, but it's there and
we're trying to solve it.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Kildonan.

MR. PETER FOX: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Can the Minister of Labour inform when the freeze on
minimum wages will be taken off, on what date?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): There hasn't been a freeze on the minimum wage, Mr.
Speaker.

MR. FOX: Possibly she doesn't call it a freeze, but if you don't raise it, that's a freeze. The (;ost of
living is going up; can she indicate what amount is being considered by the Review Committee?

MRS. PRICE: Mr. Speaker, that's a policy of the government.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, | should like to ask the Minister of Northern Affairs, with respect to
the problem as | understand it, a number of individual farmers are incurring some loss in crop values
as a result of the wild game birds, ducks and geese, to be specific, that are causing damage on the
periphery of the Oak Hammock Marsh project, which is, | betieve, a Federal-Provincial project. The
Minister indicates that there is a certain fund which, if not depleted, the moneys will go to the
compensation of the individual farmers of that area. May | ask the Minister if he will check to ensure
as to whether the procedure ought notto be, once determined by an independent appraisal thatthere
has been damage in fact caused by the lowland birds, that compensation will be made regardless of
whether or not there are any moneys left inthat special fund? Inlight of the fact that | am advised that
officials of the Crown have acknowledged obligation and then followed up subsequently by saying
that there were no funds avaiiable, | ask the Minister if he will ensure that once an obligation is
acknowledged that the funds will be made available by whatever means.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs.

MR. MacMASTER: |appreciate the question, Mr. Speaker; thereis a possibility that in attempting to
answer the method in which they would be paid, or the consideration under which they are hopefully
going to be paid, that | might have erred in the technicalities of explanation. | intend to have a full
explanation on the moneys available and the total situation within a couple of days for you. |
promised this to the Member for Selkirk; | also appreciate the fact that the Member for Selkirk came
over and specifically talked to me about the problem that you have raised. Thank you.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rupertsland.

MR. HARVEY BOSTROM: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My guestion is to the Minister of Tourism. In
view of the investigation that he is doing regarding th» Whiteshell development, | believe that given
the amount of time that he has had to work atthisthat! should be able to answer this question with a
simple yes or no. Have the senior staff, by way of written memos advised his department strongly
against this condominium development in the Big Whiteshell Lake on the basis that the lake was now
over-crowded and would be adversely affected environmentally by this proposed condominium
development? Can he answer this, yes or no?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Tourism.

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, in an attempt to clean this whole thing up, we are finalizing the report,
and | hope to make it very very shortly.

MR. BOSTROM: Well, Mr. Speaker, | recognize that one of the major tools for a member of the
Legislature to have in order to do his job effectively is to get information, and since the Minister is
obviously stonewalling on this, | wish to prove this fact . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order, order please. —(Interjection)— Are you asking a question?
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