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MR. MacMASTER: | would suspeet, Mr. Speaker, if what the Member for The Pas is saying correct,
that there has been many, many, many millions of dollars frittered away by the southern
bureaucracy, because when you normally sell public assets, to the best of my knowledge, you turn
them back into general revenues, so that's been the case over the years. So what you’re saying now is,
if 1 follow the normal procedure, and of this government follows the normal procedure, then we'll be
frittering away money in a similar fashion to the last, | wouid suspect, twenty, twenty-five years.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Speaker, | am asking the Minister if he will in fact initiate a procedure that might
not have been normal procedure, but it's never been necessary before because we never had the cut
in programs in northern Manitoba that this Minister has brought in before, so it hasn't been
necessary. | wonder if the Minister could indicate whether he would be willing to consider that this
million dollars be reinvested in northern Manitoba for employment creation, in light of the serious
unemployment problem that he has caused in northern Manitoba.

MR. MacMASTER: Mr.Speaker, | am prepared to carry on with the Estimates that we are proposing.
| am prepared to carry on with the programming that we are proposing for northern Manitoba, and |
am prepared to cut out a lot of the wasteful foolish spending of the previous administration in
northern Manitoba.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.

MR. LLOYD AXWORTHY: Mr. Speaker, | have a question for the Minister responsible for Hydro.
Could he tell us whether the Hydro inquiry, the Churchill inquiry, takes as part of its terms of
reference, the examination into the uses of nuclear energy in the province and also the potential
hazards or dangers related to the nuclear waste disposal question?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Finance.

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, the terms of reference are public but the member will find that they are
particularly directed towards the Nelson-Churchill system.

MR. AXWORTHY: Mr. Speaker, in supplementary to that, in view of the statement made by the
Leader of the Manitoba Progressive Conservative Party on September 28th, 1977, stating that he
intends to undertake a major inquiry into the use of nuclear development in order to be able to make
decisions, can he tell us when this immediate inquiry will be instituted and when we can begin
examining in a public way this question of the use of nuclear energy and the waste disposal in the
Province of Manitoba?

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, the indication that was given and the undertaking that was given last fall
that the decision regarding nuclear power would be a decision by the government and not by the
Hydro, and it is not restricted to the Manitoba Hydro for the purposes of that decision-making
process. However, the Manitoba Hydro, as the member is aware, has had studies progressing and
has had a major study, initial study, just published by their consuitants with regard to this matter. it
was also indicated last fall — the member’s question mentions the urgency of it in the input of the
publicinto it —the second partis one that we feel is most important. The first part though, with regard
to the timing, is that despite the speculation that is now being mentioned, at least from different
corners within the province, the government does not at this point consider that nuclear power in
Manitoba is in any way imminent, and that in fact there are going to be a large number of other
projects examined outside of Manitoba before that type of decision has to be addressed here.

MR. AXWORTHY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Could the Minister still indicate, while the
decision may not be imminent, if he or the government intends to establish any procedure whereby
there would be public disclosure of the studies that the Manitoba Hydro has undertaken in relation to
the use of nuclear energy, whether there would be any public examination or assessment of those
studies, and whether there would be an opportunity for public debate or discussion of those insome
form of forum or inquiry, and particuiarly not just in terms of the energy requirements but also in
terms of the waste disposal issue? Could he indicate that within the life of this government they
intend to set up some procedure such as that so that the question will have a full and open public
airing before a decision has to be made?

MR. CRAIK: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the government recognizes the extreme importance of questions
such as this, and when the government regards it a matter that should be seriously looked at by the
government, it will certainly make every opportunity for public input into it. in the meantime, if the
report of Hydro that | mentioned has not been distributed to the members | would undertake to try
and obtain copies for any of the members of the Legislature that are interested.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Eimwood.

MR. RUSSELL DOERN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct a question to the Minister of Finance in
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Northlands and one from Marine Transportation who are presenting proposals of their own and, in
addition to that, they are presenting proposals considering leasing the Eggerwood vessel. | should
mention — 1 believe the member raised it another time — that the opportunity be presented to the
communities to operate the vessel . themselves but no proposal has come forth in that regard yet.

MR. BOSTROM: Can the Minister state absolutely that the communities have been offered the
opportunity to put forward proposals to that effect?

MR. MacMASTER: Well, | can’t say, Mr. Speaker, exactly what verbiage passed between the
government people that are talking to them but | know that there have been government people in
talking to the people within the communities and they are aware of the varieties of ways that we’re
considering to provide thatservice, butto precisely say that they've been asked for a proposal or help
to prepare a proposal, | can’t answer that.

MR. BOSTROM: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Given that the latest information I've received is
that the community leaders in those communities affected have not been approached by
government, will the Minister undertake to have someone from his department approach the Chief in
Bloodvein and the chairman of the local committee in Princess Harbour to ask them if they are
interested and offer them the opportunity of presenting such a proposal to government in order that
they may be able to have the same benefit as the private companies he named in making a proposal to
the government?

MR. MacMASTER: Well, Mr. Speaker, | had thought that the local leaders had been contacted. |
know that the president of the Northern Association Community Councils, Mr. Bennett, certainly has
been talked to. I'll check and just see who's been talked to and assure you that the leaders in those
communities will be consulted with.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. WILSON PARASIUK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, my guestion is to the Minister of Consur d
Corporate Affairs. Is his department investigating the identical bids by the two cement comp: o]
the City of Winnipeg?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Consumer Affairs.

HON. EDWARD McGILL (Brandon-West): Mr. Speaker, the matter to which the Member for
Transcona refers is one that | believe has been referred to over the years and if my understanding is
correct, this properly falls under the federal jurisdiction of the Combines investigation Act and |
presume, Mr. Speaker if there is any ' referral of this present identical bidding, that the same agency
will be consulted.

MR. PARASIUK: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. I'll try and read Hansard to get the exact answer
provided by the Minister of Consumer Affairs in that the Member for Wolseley seems to be an expert
on this subject as well. But I'd like to ask the Minister if he would investigate whether in fact any
government departments or Crown agencies have received identical bids for the provision of cement
from these two cement companies.

MR. McGILL: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I'd be prepared to make that investigation for the member.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Boniface.

MR. LAURENT L. DESJARDINS: My question is to the Minister of Health. Does not the Minister
agree that if assignments are allowed that this will be the end of Medicare as we know it as well as

practically inviting all doctors to opt out and certainly making the health cost a lot costlier for the
people of Manitoba?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.

MR. SHERMAN: Weli that's certainly one side of the debate, Mr. Speaker, and | can assure my
honourable friend that | have concerns about assignment, but in the spirit of consuitation with the
medica! profession, it happens to be a topic that is being explored and examined. It's by nomeans ata
point where it's acceptable to me or to the government.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Inkster.

MR. GREEN: Mr. Speaker, | would like to direct a question to the Minister of Health. Is the Minister
giving favourable consideration to further fragmentation of social services for children on ethnic and
racial grounds by setting up a special native child counselling service.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.
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MR. SPEAKER: Order please. May | suggest to the honourable member that that question has
already been asked in this period. The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Well, Mr. Speaker, | don’'t know whether that specific question has been asked, but |
would point out that the Minister is on record as indicating that they would go beyond, and . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. May | suggest to the Honourable Member for Brandon East that this
is the question period. The Honourable Member for Transcona.

MR. PARASIUK: My question is to the Minister of Health and Socia! Development. Could he inform
the House whether the hiring freeze on home care staff has been lifted?

MR. SHERMAN: Mr. Speaker, the Community Services Division of my department has been
working towards a 10 percent vacancy rate on the advice of the directorate that the services — that
includes home care — could be maintained adequately and competently at that rate. I'm not sure
what the present rate is, but certainly anything beyond the 10 percent comes into the category of
refillable positions, Sir. So | would have to take the question in part as notice.

MR. PARASIUK: A supplementary to the Minister. If he's taking that one on notice, would he please
look into the problem which has been raised with me with elderly constituents, that a couple of them
have been — elderly patients have been prematurely discharged from hospitals on the assumption
that home care services were availablie in their homes, and it's turned out that these home care
services have not been immediately available when they were discharged from hospital, so will you
look into that particular problem?

MR. SHERMAN: Yes, | will, Mr. Speaker. While I'm on my feet, Mr. Speaker, I'd like to respond to a
question asked of me on the 28th of April by the Honourable Member for Lac du Bonnet having to do
with problems at the Lac du Bonnet Health Centre. The honourable member asked me whether they
had been resolved and where we stood with respect to the dispute between the doctor and the board
of that centre. The doctor in question, | am informed, has set up a private practice in Lac du Bonnet
and Lac du Bonnet Health Centre patients who choose to remain with him can have their health
records transferred to his office upon written consent to release their files. Some community
members remain unhappy about the conflict, but | am advised, Mr. Speaker, that the community
elected and/or appointed board feels that their actions in this situation were defensibie and both
sides describe the situation as stable. That’'s my information to date, Sir.

MR. SAMUEL USKIW: Mr. Speaker, | thank the Minister for his reply. | wonder if the Minister would
consider some intervention or further inquiry into the situation to determine whether or not the
facility is abie to function in the absence of a resident doctor within the centre itseif?

MR. SHERMAN: Yes, I'll do that, Mr. Speaker.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, | wish to address this question to the Minister of Tourism, Parks and
Recreation. Could the Minister indicate to the House whether there is going to be an additional
amount or new employees added within the parks system during the summer period, or whether his
staff complement of last year will be the total figure for this year?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Tourism.

HON. ROBERT (Bob) BANMAN (La Verendrye): Mr. Speaker, | think we'll deal with that in the
Estimates, and | will be able to provide the member with the exact figures as far as the employment
figures are concerned.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. JAY COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the Minister of Labour. In light of
some very serious allegations made by the past director of the Workplace Health and Safety
department that a minimum of 100,000 Manitoba workers will be adversely affected by unsafe and
unhealthy working conditions during the next two decades, | would ask the Honourable Minister if
she can verify the accuracy of those very ominous projections?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker, | believe that the statement by the former
director is not the gospel truth.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | was asking the Honourable Minister if she would
undertake to investigate, or if she could at this time verify the accuracy of those statements, not
whether or not they were the gospel truth.
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of Health in here, but here you have an overlapping from one department to the other. We certainly
were not getting any answers from the Minister of Education; | don’t know whether he was
stonewalling or what. | don’t accuse him of that, but | can assure you that he certainly was making no
attempt 1o even say that he was going to try and find out what was operating. it was only when we got
up in this House and threatened to keep him here for a long time the Minister of Health, who
happened to be in the House, jumped up and started to take part in the debate.

Well, we don’t have that neat feature, because still part of the Estimates of the Department of
Education are in another committee, and that’s the ones | was telling you about, which are Capital
that are over in the Department of Public Works. So | asked the Minister of Education here, and to and
behold I've got to get on roller skates, run down to Room 254 and ask the Minister of Public Works if
the $1,899,000 for Red River Community Coilege in Capital Supply is in his department. | haven’t had
that opportunity yet, but sometime before his Salary is passed, I'll be down there to ask him about
that, and Keewatin College and Assiniboine College. it's a sum of money approaching, ! think,
roughly in the vicinity of $4 million.

S0, as | said, Mr. Speaker, before, this threat by the Government House Leader to curtail debate in
this House is not only undemocratic but it's a threat by the Conservative majority, and you have the
mayjority over there, to curtail debate on the spending Supply of the Province of Manitoba which are in
excess of $1 billion.

If you don’t want to discuss the Estimates, you can introduce this motion as soon as you go into
every department, and they'll give you one hour, two hours, whatever the case may be. Andit'llbe on
your heads, and it'll be on your conscience, and if that is the way that you want to operate in this
House, then | must say that any respect that | had for members opposite will certainly take one hell of
a drop. —(Interjection)— You know, as we are members in this House, and we have different political
philosophies, that is part and parcel of the whole system of parliament. But | iook upon all members
ofthis House as honourable gentlemen and ladies — lady, | should say, because there’s only one, and
that's unfortunate, there should be more fadies in this House — but !'ve always looked upon members
of the opposition as friends of mine. We may differ politically but if you're going to come in and force
closure on this House then I'm going to have to reconsider very seriously my friendship with some of
the members on the other side of this House. Because if that is your idea of democracy then | say your
idea of democracy and mine are certainly miles and poles apart. —(interjection)— And all | can say,
Sir, is to the Minister Without Portfolio, | beg you and implore you, do not invoke this rule, because !
can assure you, if you do you're going to have a battie alf the rest of the spending Estimates of this
Legislative Assembly.

QUESTION put, MOTION carried and the House resolved itself into a Committee of Supply, with the
Honourable Member for Radisson in the Chair for the Department of Education and the Honourable
Member for Crescentwood in the Chair for the Department of Public Works.

CONCURRENT COMMITTEES OF SUPPLY
SUPPLY — PUBLIC WORKS

MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. Warren Steen: Committee come to order. We have aquorum. To the Members
of the Committee, we're on Page 72 of the Estimate Book, Item 6. Acquisition/Construction of
Physical Assets. 6.(a)—pass — the Member for ElImwood.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Chairman, there are about a dozen projects here that | wouid like to question the
Minister on. Perhaps he could start with one that I've had a note on — I'd just like sort of a current
update — that is the Brandon Indian Residential School. Could he inform us where that project is?
We were negotiating with the Federal Government, could he tell us where that projectis at in terms of
Acquisition and Renovations?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister. BHON. HARRY E. ENNS (Lakeside): Mr. Chairman,
that project is not being proceeded with at this time. It is on the deferred list.

MR. DOERN: Well, then | would like to turn to some of the major projects. | don’t think I'm going to
get any more information out of the Minister at this time on the garage. He has indicated that he is
looking at a number of options and hopes to make a decision soon. | would like to know about the
Environmentai Lab. | received an impression the other day from the Minister that construction was
going to proceed. Now, can he inform us whatis going to happen in terms of the Environmental Lab?
How much money has been spent so far? | believe the first phase of construction has been
completed, the foundations are in, the first floor, what happens now?

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, | think the Member is aware that the time of the temporary freezing of

that project in this particular instance a substantial amount of work had been completed, that is the
foundation work principally was in place; some additional concrete work was in place. Staff will
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operated through or by the Commission, including Inter-Universities North Program, have been
eliminated. We don't have any reaspning for that, we just have that press release of that date. it's the
last line on a two-page press release, by the way.

Then we have on March 22nd, and there was some controversy last evening about this date as to
whether the Member of Parliament for the Churchill Federal constituency, Cecil Smith, could have
had advance information as to the continuation of the program, so | called up the The Thompson
Citizen this morning and said, “Look, there seems to be some controversy as to an article you ran.
Could you please send me some indication of when the article was?” And it's been confirmed from
The Thompson Citizen — the telegram arrived just recently and | just have the phoned transcript of it
at the moment, I'm sure the telegram will arrive later — but it says, “Confirmed from The Thompson
Citizen March 31 Page One lead-off — A Phone Interview with Churchill Member of Parliament Cecil
Smith” — and then the article goes on to say “A phone interview with Cecil Smith last night. . . “"A
phone interview with ChurchillMP. . . —1{'m reading from the article, or reading from a transcript of
the article— . . . Cecil Smith last night offered hope that the lUN Program will be continued. Smith
commented that he was very upset when he heard that the IUN might be discontinued. He said it was
one of the better programs in the North. Smith said that he had been in constant contact with the
Provincial Cabinet and has been assured that the Inter-Universities North Program will be retained
on the basis of need.” And he said that announcement would be made within a week’s time and that
Northern Affairs Minister Ken MacMaster could not be reached for comment at that time.

So we see the Churchill Federal Member of Parliament coming out with an announcement that the
program will be continued and basically correct, basically accurate announcement, on March 22nd.
That's also reported in the Free Press: “U Credit Courses to continue Northern Manitoba Assured,”
and it talks about a phone interview — this is dated March 23, 1978 and it talks about a phone
interview with MP Cecil Smith on Wednesday, which would have been the 21st, so he phoned the
Free Press on Wednesday, or the Free Press had phoned him — I’'m not sure exactly how it happened,
and also Thompson on the Thursday. The official announcement, and | have the press release here,
Mr. Chairman. It says “Limited Universities Program for the North” and it was read last night, so |
don’t think | need to read it. The Minister has a copy of this exact same press release dated March 23
and he says that was the date that this press release was issued. | did not get this press release until
much later, Mr. Chairman, and my date is March 31, 1978. | also checked the Caucus office to see
their copy, when it was dated, and it was also dated March 31. So there’s a bit of discrepancy there,
but notwithstanding that one discrepancy, what we do know, that if we take the date given by the
Honourable Minister of March 23, we do know that the Member of Parliament, Cecil Smith, for the
Churchill Federal constituency, had advance notice the program was going to be continued and in
what manner it was going to be continued. He also gave an interview to the radio station atthat time.

On March 23 we have questioning in the House as to the continuation of the program over that very
subject; | just throw that in to verify that the night before, the statement had been made by the
Member of Parliament from the Churchill Federal.

On March 27 we haje an article from the Thompson Citizen saying, “IUN to continue on Limited
Basis.” And in that article we have Ken MacMaster, the Northern Aftairs Minister, the Honourable Ken
MacMaster, told The Citizen on Thursday that he and the Education Minister had met with the Grants
Commission during the past week and reacbed an agreement on a continuation of the Inter-
Universities North Program next year. Now, the Minister assures me that that meeting never took
place, and I'll be asking him that question again, just once, to confirm it; | don’t want to belabour the
point any longer.

On April 27, more recent, we have “The North not satisfied by Program Cuts” headline in The
Thompson Citizen in which it says that the Education Minister Keith Cosens had met with a group
from the North and | think Doctor Condo had also met with that group in the North to discuss the
continuation of the program.

Then on May 3rd we have a University of Manitoba bulletin, “Scaled-down Version of IUN
Continues,” and it gives us some indication as to how it's going to continue, and that’s fromnolessa
source than President Campbell himself. It says that it will continue on the basis of, | believe, five
summer session courses and 11 full-time or regular session courses for Inter-Universities North. Yet
we can't elicit any information from the Minister in regard to that; he says he doesn’t know. He says
that information is not available yet.

Then in recent days, Sir, in the House here, we see the stonewalling and the obvious
contradictions that are surfacing in regard to the Inter-Universities North affair. And that bothers me,
Sir, because mismanagement of the whole aftair, of this whole Inter-Universities North Program and
the continuation or not continuation of it has set Northerners ill at ease. Because they see IUN, as |
have demonstrated by their acceptance of the program, as a viable program, they see it as a needed
program and they want it to continue in the form that it has always continued in the past. And now
what they see, because of statements coming out from the Federal member, Cecil Smith, because of
statements coming out from the Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs, because of the lack of
statements coming out from the Minister of Education, they see the whole Inter-Universities North
Program being used as a political football tossed about to enhance — and that enhancement is very
much needed, Sir, I might add — to enhance the political fortunes of their colleagues and of their
friends, of the government's colleagues and the government’s friends. And that situation, Sir, cannot
be left to rest. We must now sort out the difficulties; in very brief order | believe we can sort out the
difficulties with the Inter-Universities North Program. The Minister must take responsibility for
answering some of the questions so that we can set the northern citizens of this province at restonce
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of stereotyping which is so silly and has been so dangerous and so destructive to the university
community, should have been respponded to by this Minister and should have been combatted. And if
he can’t do it, Mr. Chairman, I'm prepared to do it when 8:00 o’clock comes tonight.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member will have 28 minutes of time left.
In accordance with Rule 19(2) | am interrupting the proceedings for Private Members’ Hour and
will return at the call of the Chair.

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ HOUR
PRIVATE BILLS — SECOND READING

MR. SPEAKER: We are now under Private Members’ Hour. The adjourned debate on second
reading on Private Bills. On the proposed motion of the Honourable Member for St. James, Bill No. 10
— An Act Respecting The Royal Trust Company and Royal Trust Corporation of Canada. The
Honourable Member for Kildonan.

MR. PETER FOX: Stand. (Agreed)

MR. SPEAKER: On the proposed motion of the Honourable Member for Roblin, Bill 13— An Actto
Amend An Act to Incorporate Co-operative Credit Society of Manitoba Limited. The Honourable
Member for Kiidonan.

MR. FOX: Stand, Mr. Speaker. (Agreed)

MR. SPEAKER: Ontheproposed motion of the Honourable Member for St. James, Bill No. 16, — An
Actto Amend an Act to Incorporate St. John's -Ravenscourt School. The Honourable Member for St.
Vital.

MR. WALDING: Stand. (Agreed)
PUBLIC BILLS — SECOND READING

MR. SPEAKER: Onthe Proposed Motion of the Honourable Member for Emerson (Bill No.5) — An
Act to amend The Liquor Control Act — the Honourable Member for Inkster. Stand? (Stand)

On the Proposed Motion of the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge (Bill No. 6) — The Freedom of
Information Act — the Honourable Member for Gladstone.

MR. JAMES R. FERGUSON: Stand.
BILL NO. 8 — AN ACT TO AMEND THE PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE CHARTER

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie.

MR. LLOYD G. HYDE presented Bill No. 8 — An Act to amend The Portage la Prairie Charter for
second reading.

MOTION presented.
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Portage.

MR. HYDE: Mr. Speaker, in 1944, the Legislature passed An Act to amend The Portage |a Prairie
Charter, giving the City the authority to levy an amount of one mill to support the Parks Board of the
City. Over the years, the one mill limitation was sufficient to meet their annual requirements,
however, the council is now of the opinion that this one mill limitation restricts the flexibility of the
city and the Parks Board in the proper developmentand maintenance of the Parks system. Therefore,
Mr. Speaker, council is now of the opinion that this one mill limitation should be removed.

In reviewing the Municipal Act, Sections 4.16 through to 4.18 itis noted that all municipalities now
have the authority to establish a parks board and to levy annual taxes to meet the operating costs.
There is no mill rate limitation.

Mr. Speaker, on the basis of the above information, council is now of the opinion that firstly the one
mill limitation should be removed from the Charter and secondly, since there is sufficient flexibility in
the authority specified in The Municipal Act, there is no need for duplication in this Charter.
Therefore, Mr. Speaker, council has requested that | propose An Actto amend The City of Portage la
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