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exchanges and | can categorically state that there has been no firings and no reductions of staff in
that manner.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.f)(1)—pass; 3.(f)(2)—pass; 3.(g)(1)Salaries—pass; 3.(g)(2)Other
Expenditures—pass -— The Honourable Member for Eimwood.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Chairman, again, could we have the SMYs here again?
MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.{g)?

MR. DOE: Yes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Public Works.

MR. ENNS; Post Office, SMYs are 27.26, no change; the modest increase of $8,300 represents the
usual provision for general salary increase and the annual merit increment. One SMY has not been
funded in this Resolution, the SMY position being maintained, however, by the department.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(g)(2)—pass — the Honourable Member for EImwood.

MR. DOERN: Well, Mr. Chairman, I'm just wondering in terms of policy here, whether the Minister
has given any thought to the question of the ever increasing use of private couriers. There seems to
always be a number of these pink ladies and zipper services and all these. I’'m just wondering whether
the Minister has given any thought to either attempting to curtail this or whether he's thinking of
instituting possibly a government service that would perform a similar function, because this
obviously is acostly factor. Itis being used by the Civil Service and being used between departments.
Does the Minister know, for exampie, how much money is being spent in this area? Do we have a ball
park figure, and has he given any plans or directions to curtailing it or limiting it, becauseit’'s an ever
expanding field?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Public Works.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, before |l answer that question, perhaps you could, as ageneral directive,
ask some of the members to the left of the table to join the Honourable Member for ElImwood. He does
ook so lonely there. Thank you, thank you. It appears to add some substance to his questioning. —
(Interjection)—

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Kildonan on a point of order.

MR.FOX: I'mjustwondering whetherthe Minister’s picking onthe Member for EImwood. After ali, |
was in the room and | was quite able to hear everything that was being said, and | resent having iton
the record that the Member for EImwood is alone — he's not. He's got me here, and amoment ago he
had the Member for St. Vital, and we have a P.A. system which lets us all hear, and of course we can
always get up to the microphone when we want to speak, so there should be no problem. Now, if
that’'s a concern, | want to put the Minister's heart at rest that everything’'s under control — no
problem.

MR. CHAIRMAN: That's a very good point of order, Mr. Member. Now, we're back to 3.(g)(2). On
the same point of order, the Minister of Public Works.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, on that point, | was merely expressing what | would expect to be an
acceptable Christian sense of charity to the Honourable Member for Elmwood.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 3.(g}(2)—pass — the Member for Elmwood.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Chairman, t didn’t get an answer. | asked a question of the Minister about these
pink ladies, etc. Is he going to do something about it?

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, | admit to exercising a diversionary tactic because | did not want to put
the Member for EImwood on record with agreeing to one of the recommendations of the Task Force,
which, whether it's particularly stated in the report, has sent or circularized to the departments the
very same concern that the Member for ElImwood now expresses, that is the abuse or the over-use of
the special high-priced courier service. | concur with the honourable member, and we have
circularized to all ministerial departments, that we should (a) either use the internal means of
transmitting information or just use Her Majesty’s post office, even acknowiedging that that’s getting
maore expensive every day. But nonetheless, | accept the member’s question in this regard as being
legitimate and | think that ought to be one that the administrative people within the departments
ought to consider before they phone up the courier service, sometimes perhaps covering up their
own negligence in not getting information out on time, or doing their work ontime, and here now I'm
chastizing the entire staff. There should be time enough to move that information between
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well. He tells us that there are 74 SMYs, Public Works personnel, etc., on the base. Can hetell us how
many private people are employed there?

MR.ENNS: Mr.Chairman, | am advised that that's a pretty difficult question to answer. | cansayina
general way that the overall industrial expansion or use of that facility is encouraging, that if you take
it from the first dark days when the armed forces removed their presence from that base, we have a
growing list of private and industrial and commercial firms that are operating at the Gimli Industrial
Park. We have a problem with it in Public Works; | don’t particularly assess that as being my major
responsibility in the sense that Industry and Commerce as such has an on-going responsibility. 1f
they in fact wish to be part of the encouragement of the industrial growth at Gimli Park, then they
have to be part of it. We have a problem whereby our rental system is still basically subsidizing the
entire operation of the Gimli Industrial Park as was the case throughout the tenure of the former
Minister of Public Works’ responsibility in this area. | can only indicate that we have not made any
changes at this time, although there are pressures to bring rental rates, revise them upwards to a
more realistic level. | can indicate to the honourable member — and | think it's worthwhile reading
into the record some of the activity that is taking place at Gimli Industrial Park. We tend to think that
subject to the massive and colossal failure of Saunders Aircraft, for which the people of Manitoba will
have to pay for many years, dearly, but nonetheless there have been important strides taken to offset
that situation. In total | am advised that we now have upwards of 210 people employed in the private
sector in the Gimli industrial Park.

MR. DOERN: That's three times what we have.

MR. ENNS: And this involves such diverse situations as the CNR training School, the Gimli
Children’s Centre, Colonial Sawmill, Dawsco Industries, Global Plastics, Graf-Tech, the Kinsmen
Club which runs the recreational hall, Lake Winnipeg Boat Works, EEE of Canada, Ontario Central
Airlines Limited, Misawa Homes, Original Wooden Works, Saunders Aircraft is still in there with
some employees, and some of them may be gone, this is the list that is being supplied to me at the
moment; Shorepoint Village, Thomas Upholstery, VIP Modular Construction, Ano Roofing Services,
Cook’s Sporting Goods, the Department of Mines and Resources has a complement in there, Gimli
Motors, Gimli Motorsports Park, interlake Aviation, Interlake Avionics, Mid-Canna Para Sports,
Northland Freight and Forwarding, Patricia Air Transport, Peter's Northland Missions, Red River
Community College has an adult education complementand Aspen Lodge.

So, in other words, the activity at Gimli Industrial Park is there. We hope that it will continue to be
there. We hope that we can put it on a base, an economic base that it will in the future not require the
subsidization of the Member for EImwood’s hard working constituents in that constituency to pay
from their pay cheque to allow an industry to survive in EiImwood. | would just as soon they do it on
their own and we are working towards that end.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Item 4.(a)—pass — the Member for Eimwood.

MR.DOERN: Mr.Chairman,|think that my constituents would rather help support a viable industry
like . . .

MR. ENNS: Have you asked them lately?

MR. DOERN: Rather than support these peoplie on welfare. That | believe is the option. But the
Minister is saying that he has some confidence in the Park at least that’s the way | understood him,
and therefore, even though there is some loss on the yearly balance sheet, that he doesn’t intend to
either sell the Park in sarne fashion or close the Park, that he intends to continue to operate it as best
he can.

MR.ENNS: Mr. Chairman, there will be no fire sales within the Department of PublicWorks during
my tenure of office.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 4. (a)—pass; 4.(b) — the Member for Eimwood.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Chairman, just another question here. Does anyone have a figure on the payroll,
first of all the Public Works payroll and secondly the private payroll. My figure was it was of the order
of $4 million a year. | don’t know if we have any comparable figures there?

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Public Works.

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, just off hand without consultation staff, the payroll as indicated in the
Estimates before you, the individual payroil of the private companies involved in the industrial park

are not within my realm of competence to answer. | suppose they could be complied with, but not
during this stage of the considerations.

MR.DOERN: Just on simple mathematics, it would indicate that the payroll, government payroil is
$937 thousand and since the private sector has three times the number of employees, we could
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manner. That is, bringing such agencies as Telephones and Hydro, which are presently excluded
from the Land Acquisition Branch, under the jurisdiction of the Land Acquisition Branch, which
would at least resolve some of the difficuities that we come into, where in some instances, and |
particularly mention the example that the honourable member mentioned, where you have within the
course of a year Highways expropriating some land, Water Control expropriating some land, and
doing that under the cover and the control of the Land Acquisition Branch; then you have Hydro
identified in the public as government, requiring some land, but they do it outside of the jurisdiction
of the Land Acquisition people. And very often they are in there to acquire the land as quickly as they
can, and don't operate under the same rules that apply when Highways expropriates lands or when
Water Control expropriates lands, or you know, the Department of Education or any other line
functioning department of goveinment expropriates lands.

Mr. Chairman, | go so far as to invite the honourable member to perhaps support me in my
amendments to The Land Acquisition Act, to indeed bring all acquisition of land by governmentand
its agencies under one agency, namely Land Acquisition Branch, so that these anomalies that occur
can be lessened. | concur with the honourable member's comments that there have been incidents,
but | am sure the Honourable Member for Selkirk will also particuiarly concur that they arrive mainly
in the area of Hydro acquiring land, not so much Highways for instance, which is another major
acquisitioner of land. We are totally under the jurisdiction of the Land Acquisition Branch and the
Land Value Appraisal Commisssion and although we acquire land no easier than any other agency of
government, but in total | think perhaps more openly and with more facts being displayed.

On the question that the honourable member raises with respect to fuller disclosure of facts, |
again tend to agree with the member, and I'll ask the department to review our practices in that
manner.

MR.PAWLEY: | justwantto emphasize that it really spills into the Department of Municipal Affairs
— and | don't want the Minister to interpret it as a criticism of his department re release of information
— really spills into the Municipal Affairs Department, the Assessment Branch, insofar as these work
sheets are concerned.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable for Member for Wolseiey.

MR. WILSON: Well, | would be remiss if | didn't say how delighted | am that two senior members
who have watched these land appraisal people work for a number of years agree that something has
to be done. | don’t have to go back to 1960, | can think of how ill it makes me when | think of the
disclosure not only by the former Minister when a number of rumors started that we were going to
build an Autopac building and a garage and a number of other things which led to anew breed inthe
legal profession — they call them ambulance chasers — who were able to stirup the people and cost
the taxpayers a great deal of money. Even our late and former mayor and his future partnerin the log
business, the now Leader of the Opposition, who let the politicians go to the public forum and
announce the Trizec Development and cut ribbons before the notices had even been served, causing
the taxpayers to lose another 4 or 5 or 6 million dollars or maybe even greater. How a commercial
desert, which | had the pleasure to work in for eight years, all of a sudden there seemed 1o be bricks
under the mortar and | can’t help but think that the cost of the Trizec garage would have been a lot
less, so the fault is not solely with the land value appraisal people, the politicians have to take some
brunt of the responsibility for making public statements before the notices are filed. | can’t help but
think that if we are going to do something, we do have members of the legal profession making all
sorts of money out of the particular mistake that is made by intention versus fact or political ideas
saying that we're going to build an Autopac building here, ali of asudden the Brunswick Hotel which
was possibly half empty becomes full and the beer all of a sudden the volume sales go up and leases
are signed for 10-20 years.

A MEMBER: You can’t trust free enterprisers.

MR. WILSON: Well, the point is, to the former Minister of Public Works, part of the problem may
have been with his announcement of the $50 million deveiopment and part of the problem may have
been the massive hard-hat production at Portage and Main before the notices had been served with
Trizec, and these are the kind of things that I've watched Mr. Nugent and Mr. Arenson make, both
their clients and themselves, very handsome legal fees by getting this advance information.

So, | am very pleased that our new Minister is going to look into this and | look forward to lending
any information | have to see that we don’t, and maybe we’'ll serve notice tonight that we, the political
people that are in power now, are going to see that it doesn’'t happen and I'm delighted.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 5.(b)(1)—pass —The Member for EImwood.

MR.DOERN: Mr. Chairman, | wanted to ask the Minister again on this item on staff — 1 assume that
there are only two employees in the LVAC and yet there is a $1,400 reduction in salary, what is the
present staffing compiement and how can there be a reduction in salary?

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, I'm simply advised that a secretarial position was filled that was vacated
and hired at the bottom rung of the salary.
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responsibility towards acquiring or setting up community residences?

MR. ENNS: No. We will assume responsibiltity when we get a request from the appropriate
department to acquire a building, to manage the building, or if need be build one, but that's where our
responsibility begins not prior to that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Rhineland.
MR. BROWN: Are you completed?
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for St. Vital.

MR. WALDING: No, | had a couple of more questions. Is the Minister presently in receipt of any
requests for setting up or obtaining housing for the use of community residences?

MR. ENNS: No, Mr. Chairman.

MR. WALDING: Mr. Chairman, can | then ask the Minister if the government has any policy
regarding the future of the Portage School?

MR. ENNS: | am sorry | didn’t get the . . .
MR. CHAIRMAN: Would the Member for St. Vital please repeat the his question.

MR. WALDING: | would like to ask the Minister if the government has any policy regarding the
future of Portage School?

MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, we have a great deal of policy regarding the future of the Portage School
and we will tell you at the appropriate time.

MR. CHAIRMAN: MThe Honourable eMember for Rhineland.

MR.BROWN: Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman. | was a little disappointed. | thought thatthe Member
for St. Vital was going to ask that East Grove be reinstituted to the level that it was before, but he did
not do this. But, | just was at a meeting very recently with the CAMR, and they certainiy are not
recommending any more money being spent on East Grove and as already was mentioned
previously, they are recommending de-institutionalizing rather than institutionalizing. And, of
course, this would change the Portage Home situation drastically, and | know that many meetings
have been going on in the recent weeks with the CAMR, with the Minister of Health, and | don't know
if the Minister of Public Works attended these, but they are trying to arrive at some possible solution
as far as the Portage Home is concerned, which would possibly be of benefit to all concerned without
spending too much money on needless renovations. ‘

These were my comments. | thought the member was going to ask that East Grove be instituted to
its previous level.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Minister of Public Works.
MR. ENNS: Thank you , the Honourable Member Rhineland, for your comments.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Member for Elmwood.

MR. DOERN: Thank you , the Honourable Member for Rhineland, ffor your comments. Mr.
Chairman, both the Minister and | are claiming the Member for Rhineiland at the moment.

| had a coupie of specifics yet under this particular item, but | wanted to make this one point. Last
August, the First Minister when he was leader of the official opposition attacked our administration

MR. ENNS: Fine fellow, hell of a fine fellow. /

MR.DOERN: . . .regarding the Portage Schooland regarding fire safety, and said that we couldn’t
find the few thousand doliars it would take to lessen the dangerto the lives of persons who are unable
to fend for themselves and so on and so on. | simply make this point, that he talked then of a few
thousand dollars, and today we're getting the actual figures out, and the figures appear to be of the
following order, $750,000 for the specific building that burned in the fire for one room, in that buitding
that burned in the fire, $750,000.00. According to Dr. Lowther, $4 miflion to $6 million to do Portage.
Now, | would like to get an explanation there of how itis that the Director of the school claims a figure
of $4 million to $6 million for the Manitoba Home at Portage, and yet the present Minister gives us a
figure of probably anywhere from $300,000 to $1 million, if | could sort of assume thathe’sgivenusa
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MR. ENNS: Well, Mr. Chairman, | can't say that I've been a recipient of a report since my term of
office. | undoubtedly expect that some have come in the last little while, but my staff advise me that |
haven’t had one during my term of office. That's not to deny the general description and the problems
that we have in the situation. We also are operating under licence, if you will, under acknowledgment
of temporary status, with the temporary facilities that were moved in some time ago, and until the
question is resolved by the appropriate departments, the Department of Public Works is not in the
power to make policy in this direction. We have, as the honourable member is aware of, a tender that's
been received and acted upon and we're ready to build.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Chairman, a final question on this section. On the environmental lab, is the
Minister aware of the fact that he is in violation of the fire code or he has a situation which isnotavery
desirable situation, which has been going on for years, probably prior to our administration, through
our administration, and now into the present, whereby there is a lab on the top floor of the Norquay
Building where there are materials which are not necessarily desirable to be close proximity to
people in an office in complex, and does he plan to take any action to get that lab out? The most
inteltigent action being to commence completion of the environmental lab. What is he going to do
about the lab in the Norquay Building?

MR. ENNS: Well, Mr. Chairman, upon completion of the new environmental lab we expect to
remedy that problem.

MR. DOERN: Weil, Mr. Chairman, I'm prepared to pass 6.(a) and then | intend to move that the
committee rise.

MR. CHAIRMAN: . Item 6.(a)—pass

MR. DOERN: Committee rise.

MR. CHAIRMAN: s it the will of the committee to rise?

MR. DOERN: Mr. Chairman, if | could just make a comment, | assure the committee | have at least
two hours more of questioning, so | therefore recommend that we finish tomorrow night, rather than
go past midnight. So, | move that committee rise.

MOTION presented and lost.

MR. CHAIRMAN: item 6.(b).

MR. DOERN: Well, Mr. Chairman, could we have a recorded vote. I'd like to know what the vote is.

A COUNTED VOTE was taken, the results being as follows:
Yeas 2, Nays 7.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Very well. Item 6.(b)—pass . . .

MR. DOERN: Allright, Mr.Chairman, if you want two hours or more of debate, I'm prepared to dig in
and keep going, so you better sit tight. I'm not joking.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Itern 6.(b)—pass. . .
MR. DOERN: Okay, let's start with 6.(b), Mr. Chairman.
A MEMBER: We have passed it.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Member for EImwood.
MR. DOERN: There are about 10 buildings that | would like to go through very carefully and let’'s
start at the beginning. o
Okay, the Environmental Lab. Can the Minister bring us up to date on where the Lab is in terms of
construction or in terms of what his plans are to complete the Lab?
MR. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, further contracts have been awarded . . .

MR.WALDING: Mr. Chairman, on a point of order. Mr.Chairman, | bring to your notice that there is
not a quorum present in the committee.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Eight. There's a qorum, can't you count?
MR. DOERN: We nead 10.
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Service dated March 31st, that the Program would be limited, but that it would continue to some
extent. | am wondering if the Minister could explain the obvious contradiction or what happened in
the meantime to make that Program continue?

MR. COSENS: Mr.Chairman, to the Member for Churchill, an attempt to clarify the situation in this
regard — on making enquiries to the Grants Commission | found out that originally in their cuts in
their particular budget, the Inter-Universities North Program had been cut with the understanding
that the Universities through their extension services would provide university courses in the north
and in the rural areas as they have been accustomed to do to some extent. However in view of the
budget received by the Universites it was their decision not to extend their Extension Program and as
aresult the Universities Grants Commission reconsidered, rather than seeing the delivery of courses
to the north cut off completely, and did in turn find some moneys for that particular Program.

MR. COWAN: Are these Extension Services that the Minister speaks of now, were they programs
that were funded last year that were cut off this year, or were they new programs that were to be
begun under his administration?

I am not quite clear, Mr. Chairman, on the sort of thing that the Member for Churchiilis referring to.
| wonder if he could be more specific.

MR.COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr.Chairman. | will try to be more specific. | am not quite clear myself
so we may muddle through this, but | am sure we will get to the bottom of it soon enough.
Those Programs that the Minister mentioned by way of Extension Programs going into the north
to allow northerners to take advantage of the University system, which is by far and large based in the
south, were those Programs ongoing programs for a number of years now, or where they new
Programs that were to be initiated under the Minister’s direction as part of the new administration?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, my understanding that Programs have been carried out through the
Extension Service of the University for some years, so | suppose by the definition of the Member for
Churchill, these would be ongoing Programs in that each year they deliver so many courses in the
rural parts of the province.

MR.COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. The Minister will have to excuse me because while he
was going through that one part of his statment before | was trying to compile my notes here and |
might have misunderstood him, | would just like to check. Did he say that those Extension Programs
were being cancelled for this year?

MR. COSENS: No, Mr. Chairman, | did not say they are being cancelled. Itis quite possible they will
be limited, that is at the discretion of the Universities once again, how many courses they deliver and
in what location they deliver these courses.

MR. COWAN: Could the Minister then undertake to find outthe limitations, if there are any, of these
courses going up into the north this year under his adminstration as compared with the course that
went up in previous years?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, that might be somewhat difficult as once again that is at the
discretion of the universities and whether they, at this point, have determined the number of courses
and the locations, | would find that rather difficult to determine at this point myself whether they have
that determination made. | know it depends on the demand that they receive, the number of potential
students in a particular area as to the courses that they offer throughout the province.

MR. COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'm somewhat concerned here that we can’t get this
specific information and I'm concerned because of what has happened to educational opportunities
in the north since your administration, your government took office. I'm concerned because first we
saw Focus being totally eliminated, which was an educational program, experimental in nature for
the most part but serving some needs in northern communities, and we saw the Native Extension
Services also eliminated under your administration. And we saw an attempt to eliminate the Inter-
Universities North Program and !'m wondering if the Minister could take time out for just a
philosophical statement of some sort because | find these specific iminations to be contradictory to
his professed concerns for the needs of northerns and I'd like him to explain how he, in hisown mind,
reconciles the fact that they are cutting out, hacking away some of what some of us consider to be the
better educational programs for the north and yet, at the same time, defining a need, accepting a
need and declaring that they intend to fill that need.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, once again | think the Member for Churchill has to realize the
rather unique situation of the universities as opposed to the government. They operate much
differently than any other particular branch or part of our province in that they are at arms length from
the government in their operation. | can tell him personaily if he wants to talk about philosophy, that i
do consider that it's essential that university courses be offered in the north; I'm concerned that
teachers in the north have that opportunity to take university courses during the winter in particular
when they don’t have an opportunity to get out to take those courses and I'm concerned that those
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the north was upset.

Mr. Smith continued. He said it was one of the better programs in the north, and | am sure that all
those that | mentioned in the previous sentence agree with that also, that it was one of the better
programs in the north. Smith said that he had been been in constant contact with the Provincial
Cabinet and has been assured that the IUN Program will be retained on the basis of need, that is, of
course, it will not be otfered for two people. He went on to say that the government is looking for
money to put into the program and an announcement will be made within a week’s time. The
Northern Affairs Minister Ken MacMaster could not be reached for comment.

Now, again we could question the validity of a news article in a written press as saying perhaps the
reporter had misinterpreted what the Member of Parliament said, but this is taken directly from a
phone interview, which | did not have the opportunity to hear, but which many of mv constituents and
many of my friends in the north, had an opportunity to hear, and they have a ired me that it is
substantially correct.

So Now we have a non-political organization, the Universities Grants Commission, eliminating a
program on a non-political basis, on their own deciding to obviously follow the example of the
government and hack away at some of our best northern educational programs, and we are told that
they are doing on their own without any sort of direction, without any sort of interference from the
politicians and then. . .

MR. MC;(ENZIE: How can you speak for Canada, you were only down here two weeks before the
election?

MR. COWAN: | would be perfectly willing to sit, Mr. Chairman, and let the Member for Roblin have
the floor and | would ke perfectly willing to sit and listen to him comment on where | came from and
when.

MR. MCKENZIE: {'d sure like to know how you can be an expert, you only were here two weeks
before the election.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. Would the Honourable Member for Churchill continue.

MR. COWAN: | would be pleased to continue, Mr. Chairman, if you could quiet down the Member
for Roblin so that | could continue in some manner of peace on this side of the House.

I would ask the Minister then to expiain why a non-political issue, why the Universities Grants
Commission that operates outside of the realm of partisan politics, outside of the realm of this
government, would supply information to the Member of Parliament, Cecil Smith, in regard to the
continuation of the Inter-Universities North Program.

MR.COSENS: Mr. Chairman, in regard to this particular matter, | am informed thatMr. Cecil Smith
at no time was in contact with the Universities Grants Commission so if, in fact, he received the
particular information that the Member for Churchill mentions, perhaps he received it from the
Minister of Northern Affairs who | understand that he confers with a great deal. They certainly have
mutual concerns.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Burrows on a point of order.

MR. HANUSCHAK: [I'm justrising on a point of order. It's not up to me to indicate toyouhow torun
the affairs of this committee but | do have the distinct impression that the Honourable Member for
Roblin has a contribution which he wishes to make to this debate.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Clause 68—pass — the Honourable Member for Churchill.

MR. COWAN: Yes, thank you, Mr. Chairman and thank you Member for Burrows. We'll continue on
with this. I'm somewhat concerned that either a lot of misinformation is being put forth before the
public or a lot of people are speaking out of hand. | am wondering just who gave the indication to the
politician, either the Honourable Minister of Northern Affairs or to Cecil Smith, the indication that
Inter-Universities North Program would be continued on alimited basis? Theirinformation seems to
be substantially correct so we can rule out that they are just making things up out of their own mind
and presenting it to the public as fact. The information does seem to be essentially correct, therefore,
they must have a source and I'm wondering who that source would be.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, to the Member for Churchill, | can assure him thatMr. Smith was not
in contact with me and | understand he was not in contact with the Universities Grants Commission
so | would speculate just as much as the Member for Churchill as to where he might get his
information.

MR. COWAN: Mr. Chairman, | am trying awfully hard not to speculate butl am trying to pin down
because | think that there is an issue at hand here which is important to the continuation of the Inter-
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in, what courses it will offer those communities, what student body it intends to answer itself to?

MR. COSENS: No, Mr. Chairman, | cannot. That is left to the Grants Commission and to the
universities to make those determinations.

MR. COWAN: There was a press article — and | am looking for it right at the moment — indicating
that the Inter-Universities North Program would continue with eleven full-time courses and five part-
time courses for a sum total of $120,000.00. Can the Minister indicate to me if that is substantiaily
correct?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, the only part that | know as being correct is the $120,000.00. As to
what determination on courses and locations, | couldn’t give him that information.

MR.COWAN: Asthis hasbeenreportedinthe pressand it will take me one minute to find the article,
so perhaps one of my colleagues would care to pursue this a bit further, unless the Minister would
have the information or access to the information right now as to how many courses there will be?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Tne Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Well, Mr. Chairman, | am assuming from the questions and | was a couple of
minutes late, that the Minister hasn't been able to tell us exactly what the reinstatement of Inter-
Universities North means. | have heard from the north and | wonder if the Minister couid confirm this,
that in fact a good part of that $120,000 that he talks about is to finish off this year's program, is to
cover the rest of the school year program that will finish up whenever the university courses are
finishing up north, wrether it is June or whether it was just in the first part of the fiscal year, whether
or not a good part of that $120,000 has already been spent, and therefore the amount for the next
school year is very significantly reduced — as a matter of fact, there is very little left in the Inter-
Universities North account?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, it is my understanding that the IUN Committee and the Presidents
have not decided as yet what courses and where they will be offered.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Burrows.

MR. HANUSCHAK: | don't believe that that was the question and | certainly would appreciate it if
the Honourable Minister would respond to the question put to him by the Honourable Member for
The Pas. The concern is that most of the $120,000 will be spent on the program which is being
completed during this first part of the fiscal year, which means for the program which either has
ended now or will end some time during the month of May or June or whenever it is that the Inter-
Universities North academic year ends, and hence very little funds, if any, for the academic year
commencing next fall in September, October, or whenever it shall commence.

MR.COSENS: Well,Mr.Chairman, | understand that we will be hearing probably in abouta month’s
time as to how the Presidents of the Universities are going to spend this money.

MR. HANUSCHAK: Yes, would the HonourableMinister tell the Committee whether the $120,000 is
earmarked to cover the operational expenses, the delivery expenses for the balance of the Inter-
Universities North Program for the academic year 1977-78 or whether it is earmarked for the
academic year 1978-79, or for both?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | am informed that it is for both.
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Churchili.

MR. COWAN: Yes, Mr. Chairman, thank you. in that brief span of time | had opportunity to find the
article. It is from The Bulietin, which is published by the University Relations and Information Office,
University of Manitoba, dated May 3rd, 1978.In The Bulletin, Page 2, we have an article under the title
“Scaled-down Version of IlUN Continues.” It is the news of how that program is going to continue,
comes from no less a source than President Campbell himself, “who reported to the Board of
Governors” and | am reading now, “at its April 27th meeting, that Inter-Universities North Pragram
could continue in 1973-79 as a resuit of a special grant from the Universities Grant Commission, of
about $127,000.00. This will permit the offering of five summer courses, and eleven regutar session
courses, although the courses and locations have yet to be finalized. Last year the UGC supported
the program in the amount of $247,500, which provided funding for 26.5 courses.”

| am wondering if the Minister can indicate that this information is substantially correct or
incorrect?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | have no knowiedge of the number of courses and so on that may be

offered under that particular program. The Member for Churchill is quoting a bulletin or anewspaper
article that quotes one of the presidents of the universities, | would assume that if it is quoted
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and he is not going to force his views on them in any way, manner whatsoever.

At the same time the Minister of Northern Affairs or the Member of Parliament for Churchill don't
seem to have the same reservations because they're in contact with — somewhere they're getting
information. Either they're getting information — | see one of the gentlemen opposite shaking their
head ‘réo — either they're getting information or they're coming up with some awful questionable
coincidences.

MR. JENKINS: They're clairvoyant.

MR. COWAN: Perhaps they're clairvoyant, as the Member for Logan informs me. | don’t think
they're clairvoyant. | think something is happening here that the Minister is not giving us the full story
on, and | would like to get the full story on it. | cannot understand how it is that the Minister of
Northern Affairs, can say the program is going to be continued on such and such a basis, the Member
of Parliament for Churchill can say the program is going to be continued on such and such a basis,
President Campbell can say that the program is going to be continued and tell me how much it's
going to be and how many courses and what kind of courses there's going to be, and the Minister
responsible for making announcements in regard to the Inter-Universities North Program stands up
here and and hides behind the independence, or the so-called independence of the Universities
Grants Commission. | would like him to explain just how that's happening so that | can perhaps
pursue this in a littie less confused manner.

MR. COSENS: Weil, perhaps, Mr. Chairman, the Member for Churchill should study the
Universities Grants Cecmmission Act. But t would suggest to him that he is quoting one university
President, and from what ! can gather from Inter-Universities North it was operated by ali three
universities in Manitoba: The University of Winnipeg, the University of Brandon and the University of
Manitoba. So if, in fact, he is quoting from what one university President said about their particular
delivery of courses, then | would suggest to him that perhaps he should . contact the President of the
other two universities involved.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. ! will continue then with the article from the bulletin, May
3rd, where | left off with the last statement, the amount of $247,500, which provided funding for 26.5
courses.

The next paragraph, Sir, reads, “President Campbeil said that three university Presidents” —
these are the three university Presidents that the Minister was just giving me a lesson about — “the
three university Presidents and Dr. Condo, Chairman of the Universities Grant Commission, met with
a delegation of fiVe frorn the north last week.” And it's after that meeting that he came forth with this
information that | am reading here into the record as to the number of courses — five summer courses
and 11 regular session courses.

So | would suggest to the Minister that | am not reading a statement of one President, but | am
reading a statement of one person on behalf of the three Presidents and Dr. Condo himself, and I’'m
just wondering how it is that they are privy to this information and can make it public, yet the Minister
cannot tell the House or inform the House as to the same information.

MR. COSENS: Well, Mr. Chairman, | suppose they can do it in the same way as the university
Presidents can decide what courses they are going to offer in physics this year, or what courses they
are going to offer in any particutar facuity of their universities — in much the same way. They have
that right and it is within the autonomy of the particular university concerned to make those
decisions.

MR. COWAN: So the Minister is telling me that he is not providing us with the information not
because he cannot because it is not known, but because he himself does not know it but that the
information is readily available, and that this information that | have read into the record tonight is
substantially correct.

MR. COSENS: Well, Mr. Chairman, | would repeat once again that if this information that the
Member for Churchill is reading to us comes from the university bulletin and a direct quote of the
President’s words in regard to a particular program that the university will be offering, | would think
that that would be a reasonable indication that they would be offering that program.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. in the past the normal procedure as to deciding what
program would be offered in what community was to do a survey of that community. Inter-
Universities North would have a community contact person that would prepare a survey that woutd
be presented to the community as a large and those people wishing to answer it would answer it, and
the results of that survey would be compiled and then they would pick a course that would be
acceptable to that community, to the residents of those communities, and that would apply itself to
the needs as perceived by the residents of the communities. And that was the procedure that | believe
— and perhaps the Minister can correct me if I'm wrong — | believe that the survey for this year, for
this upcoming academic year, had already been completed in the communities serviced by the Inter-
Universities North Program and 1'd iike the Minister either to confirm or deny that.
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MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Does the Minister know the size, the number of people
who sit on that committee at the present time?

Mrl]?. COSENS: No, Mr. Chairman, | do not know the size of that committee, or the number of people
who sit on it.

Once again, | think the Member for Churchill and perhaps again he does notappreciate the way in
which these particular university activities function, but they do function separately from the
government and not directly under the control of the government; and as a result as the Minister |
have not found it necessary or felt it was fitting for me to be checking into all of the particular activities
of what, in fact, are responsibilities of the universities and are unique unto the universities.

MR. COWAN: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. | appreciate how it should work. | appreciate how the
Minister is telling me that he thinks it should work. | don't appreciate how it has worked in that we
have Members of Parliament who have no jurisdiction over this program whatsoever, using it as a
political football, to their own political advantage, to inform us that it will continue on a limited basis
on their weekly radio program. | don’t appreciate that at ali; and that's why I’m taking what may seem
to be an inordinate amount of time to clarify the matter. But | feel quite concerned that this has
become a political issue and I'm afraid of the politics of the members opposite in respectto northern
programs.

Could”tqhe Honourable Minister tell me who the members of the Universities Grants Commission
are, itself”

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | will have that particular information for the member in a minute.
Perhaps if there is some other aspect of the program that he wishes to comment on while I’'m getting
that information, he would feel free to do it at this time.

MR. COWAN: Yes. Thereason | was asking — I'd like to explain — the reason | was asking as to the
number of members on the IUN Committee, which the Minister seemed to have found somewhat
amusing at the time, | was wondering how that compares with the number of respondents to surveys
given in northern communities in the process of deciding which courses are given where, and | would
assume that the input from the IUN Committee would be far less numerically; and | would also
assume that it would be far less realistically, or apply itself realistically to the needs, because
southerners will have to perceive the needs of the north from their own particular southern bias;
where as northerners know quite well the needs of the north and | think, therefore, are more capable
to make the decisions as to what courses should be presented in their communities for their benefit
than would a board sitting here in southern Manitoba. So that is the reason that | asked that one
particular question. That is the reason that | would like to find the answer to that question.

| think that because this whole affair has been so badly mismanaged, okay, and | say that
“mismanage” because of the way the Minister who is ultimately responsible for the Universities
Grants Commission and therefore ultimately responsible for the inter-Universities North Program,
has gone about, if not developing the program under his administration, controlling the program
under his administration,

We have all sorts of pcliticians giving very partisan comments on the program. We have them using

it for their own poilitical advantage, which I think is unfair to the northern participants of the course.

We have a great deal of unrest. We have a great number of questions as to how the program will
continue; whether the program in fact will continue and whether it will continue on the basis that it
has ailways been presented in the.past few years.

So I'm wondering if the Minister has the answer to the question | asked previously. Thank you.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, the members of the Universities Grants Commission are: Chairman,
Dr. Condo; Dr. Lorimer from the Department of Education; Dr. Skinner, from Brandon University; Mr.
Tufford, | believe lives near Portage or Gladstone, inthatarea; Mr. Chevrier; Dr. Couture, from the St.
Boniface College; Mr. Rachlis; Dean Conner, from the University of Manitoba; and a Mr. Hope, |
believe, a private citizen.

I certainly will remark as the Member for Churchill might, there is no one on that particular Grants
Commission from the north. However, | can commiserate with the Member for Churchill, the
Universities Grants Comrnission Board was all appointed by the former government. Perhaps this
government will see fit to put someone from the north on that board.

MR. COWAN: The Minister is stealing my thunder. | will agree with the Minister that there
seemingly is no one — | don’t know where Mr. Hope is from — but there seemingly isno one fromthe
north on that committee.

| think that it was probably a shortfalling of our government, if | may, we were not a perfect
government, although we were a far sight better than what we’re faced with today. .

1 hope that the Minister is sincere and | hope that he is also hasty in his commitment to appointa
member from the north to the Universities Grants Commission because | think that will forestall
problems such as we're faced with now, with the Inter-Universities North Program. o

I'd like to know, then, from the Honourable Minister, if he agrees with the statement in his
Estimates Book, under line No. 6. The Universities Grants Commission, that the Universities Grants
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister.

MR. COSENS: Well, Mr. Chairman, | imagine the Member for St. Johns is well aware of the Act
governing the relationship of the government to the universities and if he's suggesting that the
Minister of Education should be dictating to the universities what they should do, what courses they
should offer and so on, then in fact there would be no need for a Universities Grants Commission.

MR. CHERNIACK: | would assume that the Honourable Minister is now telling us that he thinks it
should be that way. The fact it refers to the Act does not really answer the question which | asked,
which was, what does he think it ought to be? And the fact that he relies on the Act would imply that
that’s the way he thinks it ought to be which means, that he has nothing whatsoever to do with the
entire program of the delivery of services at the universities other than to hand over a cheque.

If that is the case, then | must ask just how does he justify being involved at all as Minister
responsible for Educationinthe university level. Indeed, maybe it ought to be the Minister of Finance,
because if the money comes from the Treasury, then he could do the same kind of work by just
sending on a letter to the Universities Grants Commission saying, “This much is availableto you this
year and we have no input in the program.”

I just want to enlarge on that. Mr. Chairman, | wouid think that a government which is concerned
about the needs of peoplie in Manitoba, would indeed be concerned to ensure that the Grants
Commission and the universities, through it, are looking at various parts of Manitoba and various
groups of people within Manitoba. And to say, "Well, they decided to spend what they did in northern
Manitoba,” would imply that this government has no policy whatsoever regarding the higher
education in northern Manitoba and is leaving that policy determination entirely to the universities.

Now that is the clear picture that | have received from the Minister this evening and, having
received that, | asked him what he thinks ought to be hisroleand | got the answer that, “Read the Act.”
That means that he has no intention of changing the Act, or no desire to change the Act, which means
to me that he is not prepared to develop any sort of program or policy in the north by the government
but leaves it entirely to the universities over which he says he has noinfluence. I'm not suggesting he
ought to have control but, Mr. Chairman, if that Minister doesn’t wish to attempt in any way to
influence the programs of universities as they may be directed to areas of Manitoba which were — i
suppose the Member for St. Matthews would say culturally or educationally deprived for many years
of Liberal and Conservative administration — that he ought to feel that maybe he ought to get
involved and concern about attempting to influence the people who are making the decisions, which
| think, from what he said this evening, he has no intention of doing whatsoever. Leave it to the
universities.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, let me suggest that when the Member for St. Johns talks about
influence and I'm sure with his background in law he is well aware that influence is not very far from
control and he is also well aware that the day that governments are able to influence universities and
control universities then we have departed a long way from the type of thinking and the type of
philosophy that has existed in the university community and in fact in governments in this particuiar
country.

We have seen what has happened in other countries where governments have had direct control
and direct influence on the universities; every time the government changes then haif the courses at
the university change, aiso several of the professors. We have, thankfully, been preserved from that
type of thing happening and that type of interference by the Acts and the legislation that we have now
governing the relatiorship of the government and the universities. | don’'t think that has ever
precluded people in the government and the university Presidents sitting down and discussing
common problems, and talking about possible solutions. That has gone on and | hope will continue
to goon—in factas recently as aboutamonth ago | had the pleasure of a meeting with the Presidents
of the three universities, along with the Premier and the Minister of Finance of this province — a
common discussion of problems.

But the idea of influence and control, Mr. Chairman, is very much opposite to anything that has
ever held true in this province.

MR. CHERNIACK: Mr. Chairman, | never knew what the expression “tunnel vision” meant, and |
have heard expressions of that, but | am beginning to think that that is one of the deficiencies of the
present Minister of Education. He seems to think that it is a form of control to become interested in
the delivery of educational services. And | have to clarify this, because the lasttime he and | engaged
in some conversation dealing with universities, he started to talk about control from outside and
there are other countries that try to decide how people will be taught. And | want to straighten this out
with him; | want him to understand that there are different ways in which government ought to or can
be involved. Control is one thing; firing of staffis one thing. His government has shown how one fires
staff, like no other government | have ever seen in Manitoba.

So let's understand what control is. Control is the two days before you are appointed to head the
government, you call in Deputy Ministers and fire them. That’s what control is. And | never faulted
that right so to do; it's the manner which | think was abhorrent. But of course this Minister, who losta
Deputy Minister that very way, probably . . . —(Interjection)— Ah, good! The Ministerisnow. . .1
am getting through to him. Well, then, let him listen. Because control is one thing, and this
government has shown how it can control.
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MR.CHERNIACK: |wishtomakeitclearthatiused noteswhich purported to quote theMember for
Churchill in his Throne Speech — | mean the then Member for Churchill, Gordon Beard, from the
Throne Speech. And | will be glad to try and find that reference, if the honourable member wants it.
On the other hand, this may be a challenge to his intellectual capacity. He has been in this House long
enough to be able to know how to look at Hansard and find speeches.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Roblin on a point of order.

MR. McKENZIE: Mr. Chairman,onapointoforder, | stillinsistthat that document be tabled. Make a
ruling, Mr. Chairman, on the letter being tabled.

MR. CHERNIACK: | will have to get Hansard out of the library.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Let's not get it tonight. If you would care to table the letter . . .
MR. CHERNIACK: No, Mr. Chairman, | don't have a letter.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Or not table a letter; it doesn’'t matter . . .

MR. CHERNIACK: [I'm sorry, Mr. Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: . . . let's get back to the Department of Education, Universities Grants
Commission, Clause €.

MR. CHERNIACK: I'm doing my best. Mr. Chairman, the only thing that could distract me from
making the comments that | am making to the Honourable Minister of Education is if the Member for
Roblin would honour his pledge to produce the hydro bills. Until he does that, | will address myself to
the Honourabie the Mirnister of . Education and point out to him . . .

MR. CHAIRMAN: On a point of order, the Honourable Member for Roblin.

MR. McKENZIE: Mr. Chairman, on the same point of arder, | have told him many times | will table
this document — this hydro document — the day that the Minister of Agriculture gives me that order
forreturn, which is three years waiting, and also. . . —(interjection)— Oh, no, just let the honourable
members of the House cool it. The day that | get the order for return, which I’ve said many many times
in this House, and | know I'm never going to get it, then I'll table my hydro biil.

MR. CHERNIACK: Mr. Chairman, now that you have allowed ths Member for Roblin to make his
statement under a point of order, may | point out to him that the Minister of Agriculture isa member of
his caucus, sits immediately in front of him, and if that member had any persuasive capacity
whatsoever he surely ought not to have too much difficulty with a member of his own caucus, who
sits right in front of him, to persuade him to table whatever it is he wants him to table. If he wants a
subterfuge for not honauring his pledge, that’s his privilege. | cannot force him, Mr. Chairman, and |
want to address myself to the Minister of Education. Will | be allowed to?

MR. McKENZIE: Mr. Chairman, on the same point of order, | wonder if the HonourableMember for
St. Johns can give me any idea of how many civil servants would be fired if | tabled that document.

MR. CHERNIACK: Mr.Chairman, | didn'tknow thatthe Honourable Member for Roblin had control
of a document which he doesn’t want to table. But, Mr. Chairman, | want to make it clear that | am
trying to deal with the Minister of Education. | am being interrupted by the Member for Roblin, and as
long as you permit him to keep on interrupting, { am going to be responding. —(Interjection)— Now,
he is straightening this matter out, Mr. Chairman, he is permitting me to deal with Education.

| was talking about the neglect of the Conservatives in the north of Manitoba, and | was talking
about the fact that New Democratic Government made certain paositive efforts to deliver services to
the people of the north, and | am now under the impression that this Minister will not make any effort
whatsoever to see to it that the universities are concerned enough to deliver services to the north.
Indeed, Mr. Chairman, the suggestion he has left us with tonight is that if the three Presidents and
their several advisors, whoever they are — unnamed — decide not to deliver any service of education
to the north, but deliver it allin some esoteric subjectin and around Winnipeg and Brandon, he would
not interfere. Now that is the picture | got from him, and | would believe that, that maybe he wouldn’t
interfere, because he seems to take his job so seriously he reads the Universities Grants Act and says,
“Okay, | am just a Paymaster.” Then what happens to the Minister for Northern Affairs, and what
happens to the MP for Churchill? Are they going to be having to tatk to the presidents of the
universities to try and persuade them to do something in the north and by-pass the Minister of
Education.

Mr. Chairman, | take this rather seriously, because | believe there is a very important distinction
between ordering academics how to teach and what to teach, and discussing with academics the
areas of concern of the government, which presumably has some motivation and some policy. He
has made it appear as if either they have no direction within themselves in the government, and if they
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other than the Minister of Education.

| repeat, Mr. Chairman, | am very surprised that a member of a professed cost-conscious
government, one that is very concerned, that protest day-in-day-out about how concerned it is about
costs, about spending, that, you know, it is not prepared, that the Minister of that government is not
prepared to spend more time in answering some questions relating to a great deal of money —
$89,108,000, one line, and you know maybe there should be a better system than we have now. Maybe
the Chairman of the Grants Commission should be called before a Legislative Committee and be
permitted to answer various specific questions. | know it would make the role of the Minister a lot
easier, because | do appreciate as a new Minister he hasn’t got as much information as he would like
to have at this point with regard to the operations of the Grants Commission, or perhaps with regard
to the problems that are facing our universities, and indeed there are some very great and very major
problems facing our universities. So | do appreciate his own position, but it seems to me that there
has got to be some better way. If the Minister finds himself very handicapped by the Act, there has got
to be some way, some better way.

If the Minister isn't able to answer the questions for members of the Legislature, who in the last
analysis, of course, represent the people who are paying piper, the taxpayers, there has got to be
some better way for the representatives of the taxpayers to find out just how this $89.1 million is being
spent. | don’tthink we really care that much withregard. . .infact| knowthereissome interest, there
is obviously interest on various kinds of courses taught, and | think that is legitimate. | think it is
legitimate that we should be concerned with equality of educational opportunity throughout this
province, and particularly with regard to Northern Manitoba, which is the one largest disadvantaged
area of the province.

When ! listened to the Minister half an hour or so ago hiding more or less behind the Act, professing
that he doesn’t have this information, that he can’t provide it, that the universities are independent,
having listened to him | asked myself, well how on earth was it that all of a sudden when shortly after
this government took cffice that an announcement was made — | don't know whetheritaswas by the
Minister of Education or by his colleague, the Minister of Public Works — that no money shall be
spent on university building construction, because the New Democratic Party Government had
permitted, had stated to the universities through the Grants Commission, and | am not sure of alt the
mechanics, u but it was well known by the niversities that certain construction projects could take
place, without going into all the details. One of which | recall was the extension to the Brandon
University building, and 1o and behold within days of the election an announcement was made, not
by the University President at Brandon University, it was made by an official of the government, that
no construction would be proceeded with at the three universities. So, you know, if there's this great
independence on the part of the universities, how come all of a sudden a major construction
programming is stopped. Now you could argue that is not with regard to course content. Well, of
course, it isn’t. It is not with regard to hiring or firing of individual professors, it is not with regard to
organization of departments and so on, of course not. But nevertheless, the Minister must recognize
that there are some very legitimate areas for governmentto be involved in, and | think personaily that
that is a legitimate concern. | really think that is a legitimate concern.

So | think maybe you can carry the Grants Commission idea a little too far. Let’s face the facts. |
think maybe, | say the idea too far, | think the Minister has carried it a little too far in his own mind. |
think he is being perhaps overly pure in the matter, because there are many areas where the
government is involved in discussion with the Grants Commission, | am sure, and perhaps the
Minister in the years ahead or the months ahead. And if he examines his past meeting with the
Presidents, will see that there are areas of mutual concern where he has to give someguidance to the
Grants Commission and perhaps to the universities, with regard to a number of things. And certainly
their operation, their method of operation, is affected and the extent to which they have a student
body is affected in a very major way by some government decisions.

| recalt the decision by this government to assist in native education in this province — the
Brandon University Native Teachers Education Program. —(Interjection)— The former government
— the New Democratic Party government. The various programs to help disadvantaged people.
Many of them were of a pilot project nature, but others carried on. And | do believe that we were trail
blazing in Canada, if not in many other countries of the world as well, in this area of providing higher
educational opportunities to people who were disadvantaged by reason of economic circumstance,
by reason of geographical place of residency — particularly northern Manitoba, by reason of some
cultural background or for whatever reason that those people were disadvantaged, we provided,
through these various programs at Brandon University, an opportunity to develop human resource
potentiality that would have never been developed otherwise.

So there is an example where government has had an influence, and | think that's a legitimate
influence on the universities and the way they operate.

The whole concern with tuitions, the whole concern that the New Democratic Party government
had with assisting students to go to university, the fantastic bursary program that we brought into
being, where really nothing existed, and the year that we left office, I'm not sure what the level was,
but it was many millions of dollars. Was it $12 million or $14 million? Education bursaries to enable
students to go to university. And | know from personal experience from young people that! haverun
into — | really don’t know them well but | have run into them in different parts of the province —who
were enabled to go to university because of the bursary program instituted by the New Democratic
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point with some people and perhaps a matter of debate with others.

The Member for Brandon East mentions the fact that the people have no idea what the Universities
Grants Commission is doing. | suggest to him that we had an annuai report tabled a couple of weeks
ago on the Universities Grants Commission, that outlines, | think in reasonable detail, the financial
picture of the universities and their operation, considerable information on courses and so on that
are offered at the universities and enrolments. And | would commend that report to the Member for
Brandon East. | would hope that it could answer some of his questions.

The member, Mr. Chairman, also mentions bursaries, which perhaps indirectly are related to this
topic, but | would suggest to him would come under 7.(b) Student Aid.

I am a littie bit puzzled by his statement that the previous government handed out some $12
millionin bursaries last year. | have some difficulty finding any account of bursaries being paid to that
amount. | would suggest if he stated it was $5 million he might be closer to the amount that was paid
out in bursaries. However, that is something we can come to when we get to that particular section of
the Estimates. However, | would suggest to him that the statement might be misleading to some
people, who would wonder where the $12 million was spent.

He mentions, of course, the Task Force recommendations. They have come up before in the
Estimates and | can only say to him that in due time we will getto a consideration of those Task Force
recommendations, and give them due consideration and consult with the university people onthem.

But | think the most significant thing, Mr. Chairman, is that | would recommend that the Annual
Report of the Univers ties Grants Commission, | would recommend it to the Member for Brandon
East and | would hope that a great deal of the information that he is looking for would be found in that
report.

MR. EVANS: Well, Mr. Chairman, when | mentioned the bursary figure | was looking around for
someone to give me the number. | had thought it was up to that high. But regardiess, itwent from just
about zero to almost irfinity in comparisonto . . . itseemed like infinity because there was very little
that existed before.

The programs that | referred to at Brandon University dealing with disadvantaged people and
native people and Metis, people on low incomes, people from the north, and so on, he said the
programs were administered by the government, by his department. Maybe so; there may have been
direct involvement. But at the same time, do not suffer the misimpression that these programs exist
by themselves. The courses are taught by faculty at the University of Brandon. The funding of these
programs has had a greatimpact on the staffing at the university and indeed, | would say, to a degree,
to some of the emphasis that is being placed in some of the departments.

| do not want to get into the detail, but | simply make that as a point. It is true that there may be
some direct funding, but nevertheless you cannot separate the administration of that program purely
from the impact on the teaching. And | appreciate that we have a separate line for capital grants but|
made the point because it seemed the way the Minister was talking as though absolutely noway was
he involved in any decision whatsoever, and | got the impression that maybe he was thinking that this
included capital construction.

Indeed, there is a report submitted by the Universities Grants Commission. But | am not so sure if
the member can tell me that the guidelines and the formula for setting of budgets are in here. | would
like him to advise me just whereabouts in that report they are.

MR. COSENS: Well, | believe, Mr. Chairman, the Member for Brandon East asked how the
Universities Grants Commission decides how it will allocate its funds. | would suggest to the Member
for Brandon East — he may interpret it as he wishes — but within the existing legislation, and if he
finds it unsatisfactory, | don't know why he hasn’'t changed it in the iast eight years when he had the
opportunity, but within that existing legislation, the UGC has that prerogative and responsibility to
allocate those funds as it sees fit.

MR. EVANS: Mr. Chairman, | am not at this point disputing that. | am simply asking a
straightforward question for which | would hope to get straightforward answer. What are the
guidelines and what are the formulas now used by the Grants Commission? That has nothing to do
with academic freedom and it has nothing to do with whether or not the Grants Commission should
have this authority. That is not an issue; that is not a point that | am attempting to make. | am simply
seeking information and that is, at this time, in this Year of our Lord 1978, under the Conservative
administration, today, what guidelines or formula is the Grants Commission using to establish the
budgets of various universities?

MR. COSENS: | am informed, Mr. Chairman, that they don't follow a formula, that the decision is
made by the Commission as to what they will allot to each particular university.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Burrows.
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area of fiscal responsibility now and the huge deficit of $225 mitiion left by the previous government,
and | wonder if he is still back there yet or whether he realizes that the Minister of Finance has slowly
revealed new information as time has gone on and that the deficit wasn’t quite what the Minister of
Finance led the people of the Province of Manitoba to believe. | don't know if the Minister of
Education has been able to keep himself aware of that situation.

| have a couple of questions, Mr. Chairman, and | would like to get back to the Inter-Universities
North Program. | wonder if the Minister could indicate how much has already been spent? | am
assuming that the program over the winter — it started in the fall and into the winter — has already
spent some of this year's budget. How much would be allocated to that, how much would be
allocated to the summer program, and how much would be allocated to the next year's winter or
regular session program?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, it is my understanding that it operates on a fiscal year so we have
been into this particular fiscal year now for, what, one month and eight days. | could get the exact
figure as to what has been spent in that one month and eight days if that is what he requires.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, maybe he could tell us then when the regular season program
ended, or is it still continuing, or has it terminated at the same time that the other university programs
end? Has it ended, and if so, when? If it hasn't ended, when does it end?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | understand that the courses offered in that particular program
parallel pretty well the ones offered at the university in length; however, it is also my understanding
that there are some courses being offered in an intersession in the period starting about now through
June.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, on the Inter-Universities North Program, one of the biggest users of
the program, | think, are teachers who go up into northern Manitoba and have the opportunity to use
it. Since we are on this item, | wonder if the Minister could indicate whether in his other role as
Minister of Education, if he has expressed concern to the Grants Commission that it will hurt their
recruiting of teachers for northern Manitoba, this drastic reduction and the almost elimination of the
program will hurt the ability to get good, competent teachers, teachers that the people in northern
Manitoba deserve up there, teachers who are well-qualified and capable but might restrict
themselves to coming north because they want to take further courses. | wonder if the Minister is
concerned about this and whether he has expressed that concern to the Grants Commission.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | think | certainly affirmed that concern to the Member for Churchill
earlier, and | have had discussions to that extent with the members of the Universities Grants
Commission and with the presidents of the universities.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, we have been trying to get some indication, | think, ofthe decision-
making within the Universities Grants Commission and certainly the Commission has to work within
the reduced program rnoneys that are available to them and therefore they have to cut programs
somewhere. What we have is a reduction to the Universities Grants Commission in light of inflation,
etc., a fairly serious recdluction in the moneys available and | suppose | want to probe again how the
Universities Grants Commission decided, “Cut the Inter-Universities North Program; leave the other
programs,” and then, how the Universities Grants Commission, having already determined abudget
without the Inter-Universities North Program, then where do they have to go back and take some
money back to get the $120,000.00? How did they manage that trick?

MR. COSENS: Itis my understanding, Mr. Chairman, that when the Grants Commission found out
that the universities would not be able to meet that particular need in the north through their
Extension Program, that they then went to a small reserve that they had in the Commissionto supply
the $120,000.00.

MR.McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, | wander ifthereis any maney leftin that small reserve and ifthereis
any consideration being given to applying the remainder of those funds to the Inter-Universities
North Program?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, |1 understand there is now money left in the reserve.

MR. McBRYDE: Well, Mr. Chairman, the decision of the Universities Grants Commission, of
course, was brought about because of the cutbacks in programs that this government wanted to
implement, and again, I'm not sure that the Minister of Continuing Education has that much control
over those cuts, they are pretty well determined by the Premier, | think, and passed on as a directive to
his Ministers. —(interjection)— | heard, “Not true,” from the other side, Mr. Chairman. When | said it
when the First Minister was in the House, he was quite pleased with that, that | recognized that was
the situation, how the present government operates.

But anyway, Mr. Chairman, the new government decided to drastically reduce the funds available
to the Universities Grants Commission. The Universities Grants Commission then notifed the
universities — have | got this thing correct? — the universities then decided, | guess, that they would
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constituency, who desperately needed something to announce, knew what the Universities Grants
Commission was going to do. But the Minister of Education had no idea — had no idea — he said,
well, he would take it as notice and he would find out what the Universities Grants Commission. it
took him even more than the three or four days that the Minister of Northern Affairs said it would take
h:m, to get that inforrnation. But there’'s no doubt in my mind, Mr. Chairman, that that is what took
place.

MR. COSENS: 1 have toreply to the Member for The Pas because certainly some of his speculation
— most of his specutation, all of his speculation | would suggest — is incorrect in this case.

| have a press release from the News Service, dated March 23, 1978, which states that: It will be
possible to operate the Inter-Universities North Program on a limited basis in 1978-79 as aresultofa
further review of the program, Universities Grants Commission Chairman, W.J. Condo, has
announced.” That was on the 23rd of March.

The member states that he asked his question in Hansard on March 27th. That's four days later.
The news release came out on March 23rd.

Now | believe the question he addressed me on Inter-Universities North was the amount of the
funding that was to be aliotted to Inter-Universities North; | did not have the exact amount atthe time
and | took the question as notice. So | would like to correct that particular position, Mr. Chairman.

I'm also informed by the Grants Commission that there was no political influence whatsoever, that
Mr. Smith, who was referred to by the Member for The Pas, never did contact the Grants Commission
and, in fact, their determination to continue on the Inter-Universities North Program was made after
they found out that the universities did not see fit to do so. And rather than see the program fold and
courses not be offered in the north, they decided that they would dip into their reserve in order to
operate those courses.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, | wonder if the Minister is aware that the announcement of the
partial reinstatement of the Inter-Universities North Program was made before that press release
came out, by the M.P. for Churchill constituency. It was made before that press release came out.
And the statement by the Member for Thompson appeared in the Thompson Citizen of March 23rd;
Mr. Chairman, if the member knows anything about the mail service he will know that the Thompson
Citizen — yes, Mr. Chairman, it was — it was a telephone conversation with the Minister of Northern
Affairs who indicated that the program would be partially reinstated.

It was the Minister ot Education —and I'm sorry | can’t find the Hansard quote — but when | asked
him how come the Member of Parliament for Churchill constituency was making the announcement,
that he didn’t know — he yet didn't know — if the program was reinstated or not. | suggested at that
time maybe he should check with the M.P. for Churchill constituency and find out.

But, Mr. Chairman, the announcement was made on the radio program before the government
press release was issued and | think the Minister should be careful to categorically deny the inference
that the Minister of Northern Affairs and the M.P. for Churchill constituency knew whatwas going to
be happening to the Grants Commission before the Minister of Continuing Education knew whatwas
going to happen.

MR. COSENS: Well, Mr. Chairman, | would once again deny that these gentlemen knew before |
knew. March 23rd was the date of the News Service release. The Minister of Northern Affairs, is a
colleague in the Executive Council, and | am sure that he was party to any information that | am party
to. As to the date that this came out in the Thompson papers, we have telephones, | am sure that a
reporter can telephone his MLA at any time and ask for what information they may have on a
particular program. In fact, | would suspect that is what happened.

MR. McBRYDE: Well, Mr. Chairman, | wonder if the Minister could then tell us, | assume that press
release came from his cffice or did it come from somewhere else? | wonder whattime of day the press
release was issued by the Grants Commission and what time it was available to the Minister of
Continuing Education.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | have no idea what time that particular press release was issued. |
certainly have no way of even determining that. | don't think press releases are timed as to their point
of issuance at all. )

MR. McBRYDE: Well, Mr. Chairman, the announcement was made on Friday morning, March 23,
by the M.P. for Churchill constituency and at the Question Period at 10:00 o’clock | asked the Minister
of Education a question at that time.

Mr. Chairman, I'm just checking here the record of Hansard to see what the response of the
Minister of Education was. —(Interjection)— Yes, on Page 107, | have, that he indicated that he
wasn'’t sure the program was cancelled or not. | suppose my concern was at that day that the public
announcement had come from persons who were not members of this Assembly and persons who
have no responsibility for that particular program, and | assume that someone had to give that person
the information and had to allow them to make that announcement before the Minister made that
announcement in the House: because of course that person was having severe political problems in
northern Manitoba because of the programs and policies carried out by this government.
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and what are some of the major proposals?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, it is my understanding that on the projections for enrolments for
Brandon for the next five years, | always have some reservations when anyone tells me thatthey can
project five years accurately, however the projection is that they will not increase by more than two
percent per year over the next five years. Now, with a small enrolment that certainly is not a large
increase each year. However, certainly over a period of five years, there are other factors that can
enter into the picture and can distort that particular projection very easily, particularly when you are
dealing with a smaller number of people.

As far as future plans, | have had some discussions with the President of Brandon University and |
know that they are very carefully looking at their future. | would hope that in a few months that they
will be coming forth with some recommendations and some proposals in relation to that particular
institution. At the present time, | have no specific proposals that | can put before this House or the
Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Well, Mr. Chairman, it seems that in the interest of getting the most for our bucks that
the government would have, or should have, the vested interest in seeing to it that various new
programs, perhaps, are made available at that university in order that it can operate more efficiently. |
am talking now, by efficiently — | hesitate to talk about efficiency in terms of the quality of education,
because you can argue that the smailer classes are more efficient than the larger classes — but taking
a very crass commercial point of view it would seem to me that it’s in the interests, perhaps, of the
government and the Grants Commission, and the taxpayers to see to it that there is some sort of long-
term planning. And |, too, share the Minister's concern about long-run forecasts, and so on, and |
have some hesitancy about long-run forecasts and | know long-term plans are almost useless and |
agree with Lord Maynord Keynes in the long run we will all be dead, anyway.

But take five years, because that'sa good . . . —(Interjection)— Well, take three years, if you like.
Maybe that has got more realism in the political arena in which we live8 and work and fight.

But it would seem to me that from taking a commercial definition of efficiency, that it mightbein
the interests of the government and the Grants Commission to plan some additionality to the
programs that the university can offer.

Now, that’s not easily done. | appreciate that. There are some problems. It seems to me it's very
very obvious that the university suffers from having a very small market area. There is maybe one
exception. It is the School of Music, which has a national reputation and indeed does draw on young
people from right across the country and, indeed, from other countries. It has a national reputation. it
is one of the finest Schools of Music in Canada.

Unfortunately, even though it has grown significantly over the years, it is still relatively smali and
it is still very expensive. _et’s face it; it's a very expensive operation and let's not fool ourselves. Let's
not hide from the fact. And Brandon University is a relatively expensive operation. Let's recognize
that, and | say that with a little bit of knowledge.

But | wonder if the Minister could advise us, therefore, whether he has some idea or can make
some suggestions as to what kind of new programming — maybe the term is rationalization — is it
possibie for some rationalization among the three universities? | think that has been a concern of the
Grants Commission, and it is a good concern. It is a legitimate concern that unnecessary duplication
be avoided as much as possible. | think that has been a concern of the Grants Commission for some
years, particularly in the graduate schools because the graduate training is expensive. You cannot
avoid, and | don't suppcse you should avoid that on the undergraduate classes.

But is there some way in the rationalization process that one may wish to engage in, to somehow
bring about additionality of programming at Brandon University, without necessarily adding to the
total costs? | am suggesting rationalization to bring about greater efficiency — commercial
efficiency. | am not suggesting rationalization by means of additional expenditure.

So | am asking the Minister could he enlighten us as to whether he has any thoughts, or whether
the Grants Commission has any thoughts, on what couid be done to perhaps make Brandon
University a more efficient institution, in terms of the output received from the expenditures made?
Again, | repeat, | am talking from a crass commercial point of view. | am not talking from quality of
education, because that's another story again. | think you could make a very good case that you have,
perhaps, greater quality of education in smaller classes than you do in these large classes, and I'm
sure the Minister will agree with me.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | think the Member for Brandon East certainly states a problem that
Brandon University faces, and has faced for severai years. | think that they have been attempting to
grapple with the problem. And as he also states, and quite fairly so, there is no easy solution. A
smaller institution has some trouble, has some problem, in offering a wide variety of courses in
comparison with a larger institution. He knows that, as certainly | do.

I think the strength of a smaller school, of course, is not necessarily in the quantity of courses it
offers but in the quality. | think this is something that Brandon has attempted to do and has been
reasonably successful at doing.

He mentions the Schoal of Music. Indeed, one of the very very fine musical schools in Canada and
as he mentions, internationally famous and justifiably so.

| really believe that in the years ahead that studies will have to be taking place and | understand
that the Universities Grants Commission has been studying the situation, has been talking to the
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Now, { cannot stand here, Mr. Chairman, and state that categorically. | am not asserting that. | am
not making that as a statement. What | am doing, Mr. Chairman, is raising this matter, because it has
been raised with me on a number of occasions, not recently but over a number of years, and itisa
continuing question. Part of the reason that it is a continuing question that has not been resolved is
because that information isn’t necessarily available including the Faculty Association. The Faculty
Association sometimes also are not privy to that information. Perhaps the Board of Governors of the
universities involved may have that information, but a lot of the faculty are not — most of the faculty,
maybe all of the faculty — are not aware of this and there is this feeling that too much perhaps is being
spent on Administration payroll. Therefore, could the Minister advise us how the three universities
compare with one another and how do they compare with other universities, if that is possible? And
the Grants Commission, has it any ideas on the matter? Is it concerned with the matter of perhaps
excessive numbers of administrative personnel, excessive number of administrative personnel,
executive personnel— | am not talking about the clerks, the people who have to file the tuition forms,
the entrance forms and all the paper work — 1 am not talking about the clerical staff, | am talking
about the high-priced executive staff that are engaged in administration as opposed to the
professional staff who are engaged in teaching and research.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, to the Member for Brandon East, | am sure that the problem that he
highlights as he states from his own particular bias, having been a faculty member. | know that faculty
members always look with a jaundiced eye on administration, and administration in turn looks with a
similar eye on the board, and | suppose they in turn look at the people who provide the funding with
somewhat of the same type of attitude, but | would suggest to the Member for Brandon Eastthatina
time of restraint, and at a time when funding is not as libera!l or as bounty as the universities would
wish it to be and at a time when they are required, in fact, | suppose by the amount of funds that they
have received, forced almost, that we can expect they will be taking a very hard look at their total
operation and at all aspects of it and not just the administration, but at all other aspects of that
particular operation. | would hope that out of that very hard look would come some solutions to
university costs and some efficiencies. | know that they have done this in the past to a certain extent.
I'm in no position to judge how successfully, but I'm sure that as in any large organization there are
always places where further efficiencies can be achieved.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Well, Mr. Chairman, | thank the Minister for his remarks, but he didn’t answer one of
my questions. The basic question is how does the Administration payroil compare as part of the total
payroll? What percentage is spent on administrative salaries, or executive salaries if you will, as
compared with salaries of the teaching faculty staff. We would like to know what the percentages are,
and preferably broken down by universities. | asked — and | think this is a legitimate question —itis
information that the Grants Commission should have, and it's a question of great interest.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, the Grants Commission would have to get that information from the
annual financial statements from each particular institution. | suppose those financial statements are
available and that information could be drawn from them. In fact, | suppose it's in that particular. . .
not in the Grants Commission report. | understand, Mr. Chairman, the financial reports of each
university are tabled in fact in this House.

MR. EVANS: Well, | think there may be a problem however because I’'m not sure that they are on a
common set of books, I'm not sure that their accounting classification is universal. So, | don’t know
whether it's possible to make that kind of comparison. | know that the Grants Commission staff has
access to the numbers that we don’t have access to. It would be rather difficulty | think, for any
member of this legislature just taking those reports and making the comparisons. | am not that
familiar, | haven't studied those reports so | can’'t say categorically that | couldn’'t make those
comparisons, but | think the Minister would be doing us a service if he could have the Grants
Commissions break out for us the percentage of the total payroll, what percentage is administration
and what percentage is faculty excluding from that — well, you can do it in various ways. I'm not as
interested as | said before, in the salaries to maintenance people, the salaries of clerks andsoon, | am
more or less trying to ccmpare the professional and executive peopie and I'm not so sure that | can
get that information or that any member can get that information from the annual reports of the
universities. And not only that, the annual reports of the universities are always a year behind.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for The Pas. The Honourable Minister.
MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | will endeavour to get that information for the Member for Brandon
East. It may take a couple of days because once again, just as it's difficult for him to sift out that

particular type of information, and | believe if | understand him correctly, he wants a distinction made
in the administrative salaries as opposed to those who are involved in the maintenance functions at
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and my colleague from Churchill and | are having trouble locating that release. We have one from
March 31st, 1978. It says “Limited Universities Program for the North8. be possible to operate the
Inter-Universities North Program on limited basis in 1978-79 as a result of further review of the
program, Universities Grants Commission Chairman, W.J. Condo has announced.”

Mr. Cnairman, | wonder if the Minister could read that date and that press release. Is it a news
service release, because we cannot find it in our news services releases, the date and the context of
the release to see how different it is from this one?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, the release dated, March 23rd, 1978 is entitied, “Limited Universities
Program for the North”, and it reads, “It will be possible to operate the Inter-Universities North
Program on a limited basis in 1978-79 as a result of afurther review of the program University Grants
Commission Chairman, W.J. Condo has announced. Dr. Condo said the decision will involve co-
operation among the Commission, Manitoba's three universities and the inter-Universities North
Committee. An additional announcement regarding definitive plans will be made as soon as the
details have been worked out. Inter-Universities North has been operated forthe past nineyears asa
co-operative program by the University of Manitoba, University ofWinnipe%and BrandonUniversity
and has been a Support Program ot the Universities Grants Commission. Through IUN, professors
from the three universities have travelled to northern communities to give university creditcourses to
northern residents.”

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, I’'m very confused. The Manitoba Government news service release
| have is dated March 31st, 1978 and | would like to read it into the record. “Limited Universities
Program for the North. It will be possible to operate the Inter-Universities North Program on a limited
basis for 1978-79 as a result of a further review of the program Universities Grants Commission
Chairman, W.J. Condo has announced. Dr. Condo said the decision will involve “ — if the Minister
picks up his one that he:just read, if he could follow he might find some similarities — “Dr. Condo said
the decision will involve co-operation among the Commission, Manitoba’'s three universities and the
Inter-Universities North Committee. An additional announcement regarding definitive plans will be
made as soon as possible as the details have been worked out.

Interuniversities North has been operative for the past nine years as a Co-operative Program of
the University of Manitoba, University of Winnipeg and Brandon University and has been a support
program of the Universities Grants Commission. Through {UN, professors from the three universities
have travelled to northern communities to give university credit courses to northern residents.”

Mr. Chairman, this release of the 31st of March, 1978 is identical and | wonder if maybe the
Minister could explain or get Mr. Condo to explain why two identical releases were issued, one
apparently on March 23rd and one on March 31st, and have the identical text.

MR. EVANS: Mr. Chairman, | have no explanation for that apparent discrepancy between the two
dates, but | would be quite prepared 1o table this particular news release dated March 23rd, if the
Member for The Pas so wishes.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, the Minister volunteered that Mr. Smith had never directly
contacted the Universities Grants Commission. | wonder if he could tell us whether he himself, or the
Minister of Northern Affairs were in direct contact with the Universities Grants Commisssion withMr.
Condo on the Inter-Universities North Program before and during the time the decision was made to
reinstate the program.

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | can’t say that | was never in contact with the Chairman of the Grants
Commission at any time in March. | certainly had contact with that gentleman on different occasions
on different matters, so | would not be able to stand here and say that | had not met with him or had
discussions with him in any particular time period. | suppose there would never be aweek go by that
there was not some contact of some form.

MR. McBRYDE: Weil, Mr. Chairman, maybe the Minister could confirm that he had a specific
meeting on the Inter-Universities North Program with Mr. Condo and that the Minister of Northern

Affairs had a specific meeting or discussion with Mr. Condo on the reinstatement of the Inter-
Universities North Program?

MR. COSENS: No, M-. Chairman, | am not aware of any meeting of that sort on the particular
program.

MR. McBRYDE: Well, Mr. Chairman, | wonder if he could check with Mr. Condo and check if the
Minister of Northern Affairs ever met with him on that subject.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Clause 6.—pass — the Honourable Member for The Pas.
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the federal member wtio has nothing to do with this program, nothing to do with thisHouse, make an
announcement before the official announcement was made? How did that come about? Could the
Minister explain that to us?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Clause 6.—pass — the Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Well, Mr. Speaker, | know that myself and a few colleagues including the
representative of the Liberal party have considerable more comments to make on this section. |
wonder if the House I_eader would want to consider calling it a day, or should we stay for the night.

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Chairman, we're going to stay here until this particular item is passed, then
the committee will rise.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, then | have further questions for the Minister of Education. | wonder
if he could tell the House if the Inter-Universities North Program will be available during intersession,
summer session, or riext regular session in the community of Churchill, Manitoba?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, I'd have to check with the committee in charge to find out what
locations they are offering the courses at in the coming term.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, in the community of Churchill last year, they offered two courses,
according to the Grarts Commission report. They offered Marine Geography and they offered Sub-
Arctic Alpine Environments, both geography courses. In the community of Cranberry Portage last
year, they offered an anthropology course, excuse me, two courses, Culture Man and Nature, and
Ways of Mankind. | wonder if the Minister could tel! the House, will any Inter-Universities North
Programs be offered in Cranberry Portage, either inter-session, summer session or the next regular
session of Inter-Universities North? .

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, | think | stated earlier to the Member for Churchill the location of the
courses, the number of the courses, the titles of the courses, our information that is not available as
yet and will be forthcoming from the committee after they meet and study the needs of the particular
areas, and the amount of funds that they will allocate to each particular area.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, in the community of Flin Flon, they offered courses, one course in
geography, one course in psychology, and one course in sociology. | wonder if the Minister could let
the residents of Flin Flon know, that because of the policies and programs of this Conservative
government, whether the people in Flin Flon will receive any Inter-Universities North Programs
during the next inter-session, summer session or regular session of the InterUniversities North. —

MR. CHAIRMAN: Clause 6.—pass the Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Mr. Chairman, the last session the Inter-Universities North offered a program in
sociology at the community of Gardenhill, a program entitled Social Problems. | wonder if the
Minister could inform the people of Gardenhill that because of the program policies of this
government, whether the people of Gardenhill will be deprived of a course from Inter-Universities
North Program during the upcoming year.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Clause 6.—pass -— the Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR.McBRYDE: Yes, Mr.Chairman, inthe report of the Inter-Universities North Program the Grants
Commission, Inter-Universities North offered a program in Gillam history, History of Canada, 1867 to
the Present. | wonder if the Minister of Education could tell us whether the policy of this government
will lead to no program being available to the residents of northern Manitoba in Gillam?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Clause 6.—pass — the Honourabie Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Yes, Mr. Chairman, the community of Leaf Rapids had two programs in
psychology. They were both offered by Brandon University, one in child psychology and one in
adolescent psychology. | wonder if the Minister could tell those teachers that are contemplating
teaching in the community of Leaf Rapids, — | notice an ad in the paper for the principal of that
school in the last week or so — | wonder if he could tell the teachers that are contemplating going
there, and may not go there if there’s not courses available to them, whether there will or will not be
courses, and give thern some assistance in making this decision that they have to make very soon, as
to whether or not they should go to Leaf Rapids, whether or not there will be a course available in that
community.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Clause 6.—pass — the Honourable Member for The Pas.

MR. McBRYDE: Yes, Mr. Chairman. The community of Snow Lake had two courses in
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know how the costing is done, but there are people at the university teaching various subjects in the
liberal arts and in the sciences that have these people as students, so there is an inter-relationship.
And, that isthe reason that| raise it at this time because you cannot neatly and nicely, you know, cut it
off and say it's all funded under these other expenditures, because there are teaching activities that
go on in the university by members of the faculty — Brandon University Native Teachers Education
Program. Somewhere, somehow, the members of the Faculty of Education are involved in teaching
these students, | would think. And if that's the case, then where does the money come for those
teachers in the Faculty of Education to teach students under the BUNTEP Program?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Chairman, that particular money that is referred to by the Member for Brandon
East is found in 7.(d) and 7.(e), for those programs.

MR. EVANS: Is the Minister saying, then, that moneys are taken out of those other allotments and
paid to the professors of the Faculty of Education — not directly of course — but is there an
accounting? When a student under the BUNTEP Program — and I'm not that familiar with that —
These programs came to that university a few years ago and I’'m not that close to it, but | am not sure
as to the procedure. | would have thought that those students under that particular program are
students of the Facuity of Education, and while moneys are paid to help those students take these
courses and provide living costs, if necessary, travelling costs and so on, nevertheless the process of
teaching — the process of lecturing — is done by a member of the Facuity of Education, who is paid
out of this particular vote. And therefore | don’t see how you can argue that that cannot be discussed
under this particular line.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Clause 6.—pass — the Honourable Member for Brandon East.

MR. EVANS: Well, Mr. Chairman, | don't know whether the Minister has got tired of answering
questions or whether he is waiting for some answers to be fed to him, which is quite legitimate, which
is fair enough. —(Interjection)— Well, you know, Mr. Chairman, the Honourable Member for Roblin, |
wish his constituents were here tonight, because all he has done is interfered with the due process of
the Estimates Review, talking from his seat, making inane comments that are supposed to be points
of order that are not points of order, and he is babbling away now, as he has been all night, and I'd like
his constituents to watch this process. Well, | think the Chairman has been remiss. I’'m not criticizing
the Chair, but | would like to point out to the Chairman that we could be more efficient and more
expeditious in this whole process if we weren’t interrupted by certain members speaking from their
seats, especially making derogatory and provocative remarks. And that has happened. | have been
here for many hours this evening and that has been the case; that has happened: And the members of
the press who have been here most of the evening and members of this Legislature who have been
here most of the evening can tell you and verify that that has been the case.

So | am asking the Minister; | have put the point to him, | think he may be in a position to answer
me.

MR. COSENS: [n regard to the lecturers at Brandon University, the Universities Grants
Commission allocation covers those courses that they teach that are university courses. Courses
that are taught for special projects or special programs that are funded directly by the university, or
by the Department of Educaton, are found under 7.(d) and 7.(e), but the courses that are taught by
university professors that are university courses as such and are not funded directly by the
Department of Education would come under No. 6. The Universities Grants Commission.

MR. EVANS: . . . there is a inter-relationship. So there is a relationship; there has to be a
relationship.

At any rate, | don’t know whether the Honourable Minister wants to give us any of his thoughts
with regard to the future of these programs. Maybe it is more legitimate and more proper to discuss it
under another item, but, as | say, there is a relationship. It may be fuzzy, but if you were there | think
you would observe that. And as you have recognized yourself, in your remarks, that the faculty who
are engaged in re?ul:ar programs — regular teaching — also, of course, get involved in teaching
students who are funded under these other special programs.

On a different subject, Mr. Chairman, there have been a number of recommendations made by
the Task Force. In particular, the Task force, generally, is very concerned about costing, about
funding, and I'm afraid it hasn't been as concerned as it should be on the other end of the ledger — the
other side of the ledger — and that is with the benefits that accrue to the province, thataccrue to our
communities to our people, from the existence of the universities and the various programs they
engage in, whether it be teaching or research. And there are a number of very, | would say, shocking
recommendations made in the Task Force on Government Organization and Economy with respect
to the Universities Grants Commission and how it should relate in the future to the universities and,
indeed, it goes beyond that | believe, suggesting major investigations and so on. And as | mentioned
before, “The Task Force believes that present provisions for academic tenure result in considerable
inflexibility. Close to 75 percent of Manitoba university faculty members are tenured. Adjustments
will be difficult because of the high proportion of tenured faculty who are relatively young. We
recommend a major investigation into the entire tenure issue to determine whether viable options to
tenure or modificaticn in current practices can be introduced, and we further recommend that
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recommendation be dealt with?
MR. COSENS: In much the same way, Mr. Chairman, as the former recommendation.

MR. EVANS: Well, | gather that the Minister really doesn’t know how his government is going to
proceed. This is really the case | would think. At this point we are getting what | would consider tobe
bureaucratic answers, they sound very good, they are very non-committai, they're very precise in
some ways, but very imprecise in other ways . Generally they're characterized by what little they tell
you and | suggest that the kind of answers we're getting now are bureaucratic answers of the worst
kind, which really tells the members of the House and the public nothing. —(Interjection)— We're not
getting any information as to just how is the government going to treat this series of major
recommendations by the organization, the Task Force on Government Organization and Economy.

After all the hoop-de-doo by the Minister without Portfolio, the Member for River Heights, about
the importance of all these recommendations and how they’re going to save the people of Manitoba
fantastic sums of money, and how it's so urgent that this report be done so quickly, | might add very
superficially therefore and really without consultation. | would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that there was
not the kind of consultation with the university community that shouid have taken place with respect
to the recommendations that we find under the heading Universities Grants Commission in this
report, pages 58 thru 61.

There was not the consultation and recommendations were made, | would say, in haste. They
were made without due consideration. They were made without the consideration of the degree to
which the government was going to infringe or impose itself upon the academic community. And,
whether they like it or not, we've been told that we’'ve got a very important report here.

We're going to remake the province maybe. We're going to save the peopie of Manitoba lots of
money, maybe. But8 we're also going to do a number of other things, and | say, Mr. Chairman, that it's
quite obvious that we've got a lot of very serious recommendations here, recommendations that will
have a bearing on the future course of universities in this province; will have a bearing on the quality
of higher education in this province; will have a bearing on the degree to which we have universities
that offer the same quality of education as other universities in this country, including universities in
Prince Edward lsland and Newfoundland and such other places. Therefore, | would have thought
that the Minister of Education would have concerned himself with this and would have been able to
comment as to what degree we should take these recommendations with any degree of seriousness.

I'm beginning to think with his rather nonchalant bureaucratic non-answer replies, that these
recommendations along with the other recommendations of the Task Force are really not worth the
paper they're written on. Is that the conclusion we should draw, that these recommendations aren’t
really worth the paper they’re written on? They perhaps should have been used to save the day over at
the Archives Building when they ran out of toilet paper, maybe that's what should have been done
with the reports because the answers and the attitude of the Minister is very nonchalant about the
whole thing and | sort of gather that he doesn’t think that these recommendations are very important.

So, specifically then, can the Minister advise us if he’s going to proceed expeditiously with
implementing some of these recommendations? | asked him about two specifically. There are
several other recommendations — | could enumerate them — but in totality how quickly and how
expeditiously might the Minister proceed with these? | don’t think he’s going to tell us how seriously
he treats these questions. | get the feeling though that he’s not treating them very seriously.

MR. COSENS: Well, Mr. Chairman, to the Member for Brandon East. | think he's assuming too
much perhaps. | believe these are serious recommendations. and certainly will be treated in that
manner In due course when time is available they will be considered, and | think | made it quite clear
at the beginning of my Estimates, that | had not had that opportunity as yet to give them that type of
consideration, and until | did have that opportunity, | would not be prepared to comment.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Honourable Government House Leader.

MR. JORGENSON: I'm going to move that the committee rise, but | think | should advise my
honourable friends that our rules do provide that the government does have the opportunity of
getting the business of the House through, and unless there's some progress made on these
particular Estimates, I'm going to have to take the step that is necessary to ensure that we do move
along. Will the committee rise?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Committee rise. Call in the Speaker.

The Chairman reported upon the Committee’s deliberations to Mr. Speaker and requested
leave to sit again.

IN SESSION
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Radisson.

MR. ABE KOVNATS: Mr. Speaker, | beg to move, seconded by the Member for Dauphin, that the
report of Committee be received.
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