




















Tuesday, April 25, 1978

in excess of $25'000 with have their full school taxes covered by provincial assisiance.

While these figures speak for ther lves, Mr. Speaker, | think it is fair to say that the new
assistance achieves the results promisea in our election campaign last fail to provide assistance
sufficient to cover school taxes for the vast majority of pensioner homeowners in this province and,
more particularly, those on middle and low incomes.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Member for St. Johns.

MR. CHERNIACK: Mr.Speaker, I'dlike to thank the Honourable Minister for uis response. May | ask
whether, in view of the compassionate concern of the present government for the people earning in
excess of $15,000 and indeed, in excess of $25,000 to assist them in payment of education taxes,
whether he will not reconsider and review the impact that increased taxation, increased cost of living
and reduced government services to tenants should not rate them as being entitied to that kind of
compassion that they’re showing to homeowners in the high income categories.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Acting Minister of Finance.

MR. McGILL: Well, Mr. Speaker, | believe that the information which | provided to the member and
to the House indicates that this government has a great deal of compassion for pensioners who own
their own homes and who are in the lower income tax brackets and we have extended the number of
pensioners substantially who are now able to say that they have no school taxes on their total tax
burden. So | think, Mr. Speaker, that the direction in which this government is going is very clearly
demonstrated by the measures we have taken.

MR. CHERNIACK: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and | thank the honourable member for elucidating
that they are carrying out their promises to their supporters but, Mr. Speaker, the question | asked
was whether they are prepared to extend this kind of consideration to tenants who do not own homes
but nevertheless are bound to pay high rents especially at atime whenwea facing removal of rent
controls. The question was directed; it was not answered, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.

MR. LLOYD AXWORTHY: Mr. Speaker, | have some questions for the Minister of Manpower and
Education concerning his statement that he made today. Could he be a little bit more specific and
indicate what this new agreement means in terms of the number of actual places that will be available
for students in Manitoba for occupational training and would it be the same number or a greater
number made available as a resuit of this agreement than was available last year?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourabie Minister of Education.
MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, to get the exact figures I'd have to take that as notice.

MR. AXWORTHY: Mr. Speaker, then can the Minister also indicate whether this particular
agreement fulfills any of the commitments that have been made by the government to offer any
special training programs for areas which have been particularly hard hit by unemployment
problems. I'm thinking particularly of the area of Thompson and certain parts of the inner city where
the rate of unemployment is 18 or 20 percent and where there is need for new retraining. Do we
assume that this Occupational Training Program will have any special relevance or whether any
special provisions for people in those areas to be affected by this program?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, | think it's reasonable to assume that this agreement wiil meet some of
the needs that the Member for Fort Rouge has mentioned.

MR. AXWORTHY:  Well, Mr. Speaker, | have two following questions, then. One is, in respect to this
agreement, is the Provincial Government prepared to offer any assistance to the community colleges
for the construction of additional housing units to supply the students who will be available under
this Occupational Training Program considering that there is no housing available, particularly at
Red River Community College, and that they have made those requests. That would be one question.
Secondly, can the Minister indicate whether, in signing this agreement, he followed the
uidelines set by his leader and that he admonished and scolded the federal officials for spending
330 million in the Province of Manitoba, and was he forced to sign this agreement , or amounts,
against his better judgment or against the fact of extended federal spending in the Province of
Manitoba?

MR. COSENS: Mr. Speaker, on the first question, | can assure the member that the Red River
Community College Students’ Association has a proposal regarding housing before us at this time
and we are looking into it and reviewing it and looking at the possibilities for that type of housing
being provided.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rupertsland.
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Speaker, isn't it so that the program, the Property Tax Credit Program has been in existence for a
number of years, there's a minimum and a maximum, and that in fact the simplest things to have done
without having to work through municipalities or anybody, wouldn’t the simplest thing to have been
done to simply raise the limits, minimum and maximum, on those existing well established smoothly
operating programs.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. May | suggest to the honourable member that his question may be
argumentative rather than asking for information.

MR. MILLER: Mr. Speaker, with all due respect, | am not arguing, | believe the Minister is arguing.
He made the statement. he made the statement, that in fact they didn’t have an opportunity and it was
far more complex, it was a very difficult thing to judge. | am accepting his statement and | am simply
asking him whether in fact he is not wrong. I'm asking whether he is not wrong in saying that it's more
complex and more difficult to have simply enhanced, enriched the former program and that in fact it
was far more difficult to come up with this screwy scheme they have come up with.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Eimwood.

MR. RUSSELL DOERN: Mr. Speaker, | wanted to direct a question to the Minister of Industry and
Commerce. Given that there are advertisements in today’s paper for the disposal of Morden Fine
Foods, does the government have a reserve bid or is it prepared to sell at any price?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Industry and Commerce.

MR.BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, | understand thatthe Manitoba Development Corporation has placed
some ads in the paper asking for offers for the sale of Morden Fine Foods. It will be handled |
understand in the same manner as the others . They are asking for offers only and | would imagine if
the offers are not acceptable to the MDC board they will not be accepting any offers.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, has the government or the MDC set any conditions regarding present
jobs at the plant or in relation to local farmers crops, etc.?

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, the company is operating. | understand that they have entered
agreements with different growers in the area, the company will be operating this season as | have
indicated in the past but the MDC board is asking for offers for that particular company and when
they have had a chance to look at the offers | am sure they will make a recommendation to the
Minister.

MR.DOERN: Mr. Speaker, could the Minister briefly outline any programs or efforts recently made
to make the Company stronger prior to the sale so that he could obtain a better price rather thana
worse price.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Industry and Commerce.

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, I'm sure that the Board of Directors as well as the management of
Morden Fine Foods are undertaking every effort to try and develop a proper marketing systemanda
cost accounting system, also try to make that plant as efficient and viable as possible

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. George.

MR.URUSKI: Thankyou, Mr. Speaker. My question is to the same Minister. What assurance can the
Minister give to the farmers in that area that that plant will continue in that location beyond thisyear,
or is he going to give them the same assurance as he gave the people of the Selkirk and area about the
boat.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Industry and Commerce.

MR. BANMAN: Mr. Speaker, | think we discussed that at some length during the Estimates of the
Manitoba Development Corporation that were just passed in the House, and | think if the member
wants any further information he should read the Hansard with regard to that.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

HON. NORMA L. PRICE (Assiniboia): Mr. Speaker, | would liketo reply tothe Honourap!e Member
for Kildonan. He asked me for some figures regarding the Civil Service the other day. I'd like to tell
him that there never was a figure of 373 layoffs; there were 349; 148 were civil servants, 201 were

contract or term that were less than a year of employment, and of the civil servants we have just
slightly over 100 that are still to be redeployed .

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Brandon East.
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MR. URUSKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The Minister of Agriculture today really is trying to have the
best of both worlds. He indicates that had the previous administration added the capital authority
that they had, their spending estimates for last year would have been $41 million. That is the
statement that he has been making. Mr. Chairman, that is correct, but the fact of the matter is, those
estimates in previous years of the Department of Agriculture showed annually the capital
requirements of that department that they were requesting every year. And the Minister read it out
himself. He indicated that there was in 1974-75, $3.1 million capital requested; 1975-76 there was
$1.85 million requested, and in 1976-77 he indicated there was $1.8 million requested; all those
amounts were voted upon and approved by the Legislature for that year, including 1977-78, the
$2.365 million. Those estimates in those years had been given approval by this Legislature, and they
were voted upon. Now what the Minister is trying to say, that even though they were voted on and
they were recorded in those years, that is not the right method of accounting. He says, if you didn’t
spend that money, you should have shown it in those years. Well, | want to tell the Minister, that there
was a debate in this Legislature | believe on the Manitoba Housinn and Renewal Estimates at one
time, where the opposition attacked the government of the day ti  their capital requirements in
housing were very low, that their housing program would be very smail. And the Minister of Housing
of that day got up and said, “Aha, but we have a $10 million authority from previous years which we
will be utilizing in this year.” Now if the Minister had done that in his accounting here, and said that
there is $29.8 million of estimates that we are going to be spending, and there will be an additional
$5.134 million carryover from previous authority, that would have been a different story. But he said,
“No, we are not spending that amount of money.”

I am prepared, Mr. Chairman, to allow the Minister of Agriculture to pass these estimates of
$21.829 if that is all he is going to spend; if all the authority that he has in the previous years will lapse
as of last March, then that is a different story. If he is prepared to tell this Committee that he will spend
$29.8 million and no more, and the authority that was approved by the Legislature in previous years
will lapse, let him say so, then we are prepared to pass it; but let him not get up and say that he is only
going to be spending $29.8 million and not spend the $5.134 million that is being carried over.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister of Agriculture.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, | don't believe in this Committee | have said that | am only going to
spend that amount of money; | am asking for it in this year's estimated vote. The expianation for the
$2 million difference in the point that is being discussed is because of the change in the budgeting; it
was in last year's voted estimates that it appears that way in the changeover in the voted grants — that
is the explanation for it. And if you completely compile all the figures to put in the left-hand column
over the past accumulated authority and add them to the amount in comparison to the right-hand
column, you come up with a total $41 million in excess on the left-hand column, and approximately
$34 something on the right-hand column, and you still come up with a $6 million reduction in
expenditures in the department for voted estimates.

MR. URUSKI: |s the Minister suggesting that there was not prior approval in the Legislature of the
capital funds that he is talking about. Is the Minister suggesting that?

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, no, | am not suggesting that.

MR. URUSKI: |s the Minister then saying that all he is going to spend in capital funds this year is
$375,000.00?

MR. DOWNEY: No, Mr. Chairman, | have not said that.

MR. URUSKI: Then what is he suggesting? Let the Minister tell me what he is going to spend in
capital funds this year. | want to know.

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, if the member — in his estimate that the Water Services Board has
from the capital carryover in Schedule “B” approximately $3.5 million to be expended in the coming
year.

MR. URUSKI: Where does the Minister get that authority?

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, it is a carryover of the voted authority from the previous estimates.

MR. URUSKI: if it is, then the Minister is going to spend it. Why isn’t it inciuded in the right-hand
column then?

MR. DOWNEY: Mr. Chairman, because the right-hand column is voted and not expenditures.
MR. URUSKI: But Mr. Chairman, the Minister just indicated — that's my very point — the Minister

just indicated that last year's spending Estimates would have been $41 million, when that is totallx
false, because the fact of the matter is these Estimates were approved and shown in previous years
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