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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY of MAN ITOBA 
Monday, March 1 4, 1977 

OPENING PRAYER by Mr. Speaker. 
MR. SPEAKER, Honourable Peter Fox (Kildonan): Before we proceed , I should l i ke to d i rect the 

attention of the honourable members to the gal lery where we have 45 students of the Munroe Junior 
High School .  These students are under the d i rection of M rs. Good r idge and Riedmul ler. This school 
is located in the constituency of Ki ldonan wh ich is my own constituency. 

We also have 37 students of Grade 9 standing of the : Grant Park Junior High School under the 
d i rection of Miss Suttie. This school is located i n  the constituency of the Honourable Member for 
River Heights. 

We have 15 students of the Rosenort Col legiate under the d i rection of Mr. H. Bjarnason.  This 
school is located in the constituency of the Honourable Member for Morris. 

On behalf of all the honourable members we welcome you here this afternoon. 
Presenting Petitions; Read ing and Receiving Petitions; Presenting Reports by Standing and 

Special Committees; M i n isterial Statements and Tabl ing of Reports; Notices of Motion. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Labour. 
HONOURABLE RUSSELL PAULLEY (Transcona) introduced Bill (No. 25) An Act to Amend the 

Buildings and Mobile Homes Act and Bill (No. 26) An Act to amend the Apprenticeship and 
Tradesmen's Qualifications Act. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Health.  
HONOURABLE LAURENT L.  DESJARDINS (St. Boniface) introduced Bill (No. 27) An Act to 

amend the Health Services Insurance Act and Bill (No. 28) An Act to amend The Elderly and Infirm 
Persons' Housing Act and The Health Services Act. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Pembina. 
MR. GEORGE HENDERSON introduced Bill (No. 31) An Act to amend An Act respecting the 

Holding of Real Property in Manitoba by The Manitoba and Northwestern Ontario Command and 
Branches of The Canadian Legion of British Empire Service League. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.  
MR. STERLING R. L VON (Souris-Killarney): Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Honourable 

the Min ister of Public Works. Can the Honourable the M in ister confirm that the projects for five 
government bui ld ing s  that he announced on December 22, 1 976 at a cost of approximately $50 
mi l l ion are proceed ing? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Publ ic Works. 
HONOURABLE RUSSELL DOERN (Eimwood): Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
MR. L VON: Could the Honourable the M i nister tel l  us, Mr. Speaker, the five projects envisaged in 

that $50 m i l l ion expend iture, please? 
MR. DOERN: I'm sorry, I'd ask the Honourable Member to repeat that question.  
MR. L VON: The five projects I bel ieve it is that are envisaged, the five provincial government 

bui ld ing projects that are envisaged in that program? 
MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, there are five bui ld ings and al l  of them are being desig ned . The exact 

point at which they are tendered is sti l l  subject to an option of the government. I n  this case, the five 
bui ld ings are the Provincial Garage, the Autopac Motor Vehicle B ranch Bui ld ing, the Magistrate's 
Court, the Computer Centre and the Environmental Lab . 

MR. L VON: A further supplementary. The statement he made to the press I take it is sti l l  accurate, 
that the cost of these bui ld ings wou ld be in the area of 40 to $50 mi l l ion.  

MR. DOERN: Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, that is an estimate of the cost. 
MR. LYON: A final supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Has the Min ister of Publ ic Works informed the 

Fi rst Minister of th is program? 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Fi rst M i nister. 
HONOURABLE EDWARD SCHREVER(Rossmere): M r. Speaker, lest there be a . . .  permissible 

under the ru les to answer a question even if only put to me by indirection , that with respect to the 
inner city, i n  response to the City of Winn ipeg resol ution which I understand was passed 
unanimously by the city, asking the Province of Man itoba to assist and co-operate in i nner city 
renewal, our response was to come forward with an integrated proposal which has in the order of $20 
mi l l ion residential com ponent and in the same order of magnitude with respect to non-residential. 
The final decision with respect to the total q uantum has yet to be determined but I can assure you that 
the ratio wi l l  be kept about half and half. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for Morris. 
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MR. WARNER H. JORGENSON: . . .  draw to your attention that the weasel ing of the Premier in  
no way can be interpreted as  an answer to  the q uestion. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. I am sure the Honourable Member for Morris real izes this is not the 
time to debate or to score points. If he had a question, I recogn ize him for that; i f  he wishes ­
( I nterjections)- Order please. I am sti l l  on my feet. Would the honourable gentlemen g ive me the 
courtesy to fin ish what I have to say. l f the honourable member has a point of order he wishes to raise, 
fine. If  he has a matter of privi lege that is acceptable too, but he got up as if he was going to ask a 
question and started to make a debate. For that, I say he is out of order. The Honourable Member for 
Morris. 

MR. JORGENSON: . . .  a private question permitted then. The q uestion that was asked of the 
M inister of Publ ic Works was not answered by the Premier. He chose to use that opportunity to g ive 
an answer to some statement that he made the other n ight. 

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. That is a matter of interpretation as to who wishes to ask . . .  Order 
please. The question of the Min istry does not necessarily have to be answered by the member who 
has been designated , but by the one who feels the question is posed at. 

MR. JORGENSON: M r. Speaker, that is not the point of t hat I raised. l f  you i nsist u pon adhering to 
the rules of this House, I suggest that you have them appl ied to both sides . . .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Fi rst M inister on a point of order. 
MR. SCHREYER: Yes, on a point of order. S ince the Honourable Member for Morris raises that 

particular ostensible point of order, I would ask you, S i r, if the ru les permit a q uestion as being val id ,  
asking one M in ister of  the Crown if he has asked or i nformed some other M in ister of  the Crown? I 
bel ieve that that is a degree of facetiousness which is not contemplated under the ru les. 

MR. SPEAKER: The point is wel l  taken. The Honourable Member for Assin iboia. 
MR. STEVE PATRICK: Thank you ,  Mr.  Speaker. My q uestion is to the Min ister of Health and 

Social Development. l t  was ind icated by the Canadian Counci l  of Hospital Accreditation that Selk irk 
Hospital has lost its status. Cou ld the M in ister i nd icate to the House what were the causes for it and 
has he got a report for the House? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Min ister of Health. 
MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, I haven't the final report. Of course, we are q uite concerned. I 

might i nform the House though it is not a question of danger of closing the hospital. There has been 
no criticism of patient care and treatment. I th ink that probably the main reason is that there has been 
a pol icy announced about a year ago, or a pol icy with in  the department, that would go along with 
closing or phasing out some of these patients in these i nstitutions to start the Community Programs. I 
th ink that that has caused problems to the staff who were wondering how they stood . I th ink  that 
probably the department was going a l ittle too fast without being prepared. Now we are not changing 
that policy but we certa in ly have slowed down and I th ink that we m ust recogn ize there always wi l l  be 
- we might be able to phase out up to a certain point - but there always wi l l  be those kinds of 
institutions. Approximately five or six months ago, we've been looking at that, we're reviewing the 
whole process and I would hope that soon we wi l l  be able to receive accred itation again ,  and I th ink 
that shows the value of  these things. At times when we announced that we received a creditation it 
was not considered important, but I th ink that that helps to keep us on our  toes. 

I wonder, i f  I may now, Mr. Speaker . . .  
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Assin iboia. 
MR. PATRICK: Mr. Speaker, I wish to pose a supplementary. I believe the report also ind icated 

there were several other Manitoba hospitals. Can the Min ister ind icate to the House what other 
hospitals and can he ind icate wi l l  he be taking some measures to correct the deficiencies - whatever 
they were - with in  those i nstitutions that there is no reflection on these hospitals in Manitoba? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister. 
MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, I ' l l  certain ly wait t i l l  I get a fu l l  report on that. The report was that 

some of them d id not have accreditation - well that's a l l  across Canada, it's not only in Man itoba, it's 
not everyone that has them, in fact Selk irk was the fi rst mental institution west of Ontario that ever 
received this accred itation, and Brandon has it also. 

If 1 may, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member from B randon West had wanted to know where we 
were at as far as the games in Brandon. So I 'd  l i ke to just read and that would g ive the answer, a very 
short telegram that I 've sent to M r. Alex Matheson this morn ing:  "The Province of Man itoba is 
approving a maximum contribution to the capital cost of the games of $1 m i l l ion plus $1 50,000 
transferred from the Min ister's fund of the Western Canada Lottery Foundation .  The detai ls and 
cond itions of this g rant are outl ined in  my telex of March 1 3th, 1 977, to the Honourable I ona 
Campagnolo which fol lows." 

MR: SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Crescentwood . 
MR. WARREN STEEN: M r. Speaker, I have a question. question of the Fi rst Min ister i n  the 

absence of the Min ister of Mines, Resources and Envi ronmental Management. Does the province 
have any p lans to assist the City of Winnipeg in setting up a buffer zone around the City of Winn ipeg 
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to help halt the spread of Dutch Elm d isease? 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First M in ister. 
MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, there have been d iscussions with the C ity of Winnipeg involv ing 

principal ly the M in istry of Environmental protection, and also the M inistry of Agricu lture' the one 
having to do with longer term considerations, the other having to do with the immediate program of 
attempted treatment and arresting of the spread if at all possible. So specifically in reply to the 
honourable member I would say that the proposals brought forward by the city, to my knowledge, 
have all been considered and d iscussed and an agreement has been entered into. More precisely as 
to whether the city has requested any establ ishment of a buffer zone, I would have to take that as 
notice. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Leader of the Opposition.  
MR. LYON: Mr. Speaker, a q uestion for the Attorney-General I would ask in  h is absence of the 

Fi rst Min ister. A series of q uestions were posed to the Attorney-General on Thursday last with 
respect to the admin istration of justice in  relation to charges at the Griff in plant. The Attorney­
General has not been present for the question period Friday or today, I wonder if the Honourable the 
Fi rst Min ister cou ld take notice of the renewal of the questions which are urgent in nature and see i f  
they could be answered as soon as possible. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First M in ister. 
MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, if the Attorney-General is for some reason unable to be here to 

reply, I wi l l  undertake to have the information for my honourable friend tomorrow at 2:30. That's 
assuming that the department has it compi led, which I assume it wi l l .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 
MR. L. R. (BUD) SHERMAN: Thank you, M r. Speaker. My question is to the Honourable the 

Min ister of Labour and arises out of a copyright story in  today's issue of the Un iversity of Man itoba 
undergraduate newspaper, the Man itoban.  I wonder if the M i nister can advise the House whether, as 
the copyright story states, his department has been advised by Griff in Industries that that i ndustry 
wi l l  leave Man itoba if compulsory overtime is outlawed. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honou rable Min ister of Labour. 
MR. PAULLEY: M r. Speaker, I 'm not privi leged to receive cop ies of the Man itoban as indeed, 

apparently, my honourable friend is. I don't know what he is referring to because I haven't read the 
same and it 's a l l  subject to a preposition "if" certai n  things happen or do not happen someth ing else 
may happen. I would fi rst of all suggest in  all due respect to my honourable friend ,  the Member for 
Fort Garry, I question the advisabi l ity of questions of that nature as to whether they're in  order and 
whether I , or any other member of the Assem bly, should continuously read a l l  documentations and 
al l  papers and such as apparently he has the t ime to do. And I want to say q u ite frankly to my 
col leagues in  this Assembly, I haven't got t ime to read al l  of the papers which apparently my 
honourable friend, the Member for Fort Garry has. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 
MR. SHERMAN: A supplementary, Mr. S peaker. l n  view ofthe fact that it is a copyright story i n  the 

newspaper in  which I referred, wou ld the M in ister undertake to investigate that a l legation in 
discussion with h is Deputy M in ister? -( Interjection)- The Man itoban. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Labour. 
MR. PAULLEY: I am not responsible for any copywritten or otherwise written newspaper articles 

in any paper, Mr. Speaker, and I certain ly w i l l  not g ive an undertak ing to read and make comment as 
suggested by my honourable friend .  I am entitled to my own opinion.  I do not have to d isclose those 
opinions to my honourable friend. I do want to assure the House that if the subject matter deals with 
an industrial d ispute in the province of Manitoba, I'm ful ly aware of that particular situation. I do not 
think that a Min ister of the Crown is answerable to the Man itoban, or any other newspaper or­
(I nterjection)- Yes, the Free Press in particu lar - and possibly the Stonewall Arts, that the M in ister 
of Labour is not responsible and wi l l  not accept any responsib i l ity to be responsible to the whole 
cabood le or any of them. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie. 
MR. GORDON E. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, I d i rect my question to the Honourable the M in ister 

of Education. Are recent reports correct that his present Deputy Min ister, Mr. Orl i kow, is moving on 
to other things, about June or thereabouts? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Education . 
HONOURABLE IAN TURNBULL(Osborne): M r. Speaker, he may or may not be. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for Riel.  
MR. DONALD W. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, I d i rect a question to the Min ister of Urban Affai rs. lt  refers 

to an announcement that the Provincial Government has approved grants to the City of Winn ipeg for 
the construction program for the coming year. I wonder if he cou ld ind icate whether the St. Vital-Fort 
Garry bridge is included in the approval of the grants with the city. 
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MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Urban Affairs. 
HONOURABLE SAUL A. MILLER(Seven Oaks): M r. Speaker, I assume the member is ask ing 

about the overpass of the Red River connecting Fort Garry-St. Vital. That was approved last year. 
MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the M in ister of U rban Affairs can indicate whether any major 

new programs are included in  the $7 m i l l ion ind icated i n  the provincial share of their  grants. 
MR. MILLER: Wel l ,  Mr. Speaker, I can ind icate that the City priorized certain streets that they had 

in  mind - Dugald Road Road was one of them - to serve a new industrial area in  the St. Bon iface 
part of the city. The other was the extension of the same Fort Garry-St. Vital corridor to cross the 
Seine River to to service land MHRC owns i n  the South St . Bon iface area. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Riel .  
MR. CRAIK: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Min ister could ind icate whether the amount approved 

with the City for the St. Vital-Fort Garry bridge are for design or for actual construction. 
MR. MILLER: I th ink design was done some time ago. I stand to be corrected but I bel ieve in  fact 

the project was approved. I forget the amou nt; I know it's somewhere in the neighborhood of 50 
percent of about $ 1 4  or $ 1 5  m i l l ion, so it would obviously be more than just design .  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Thompson .  
MR. DILLEN: Mr.  Speaker I ask this question of  the First Min ister in  the absence of  the M i n ister 

responsible for Employment. I wonder if the Fi rst Min ister can confirm that there is a secret 
organ ization operating in Northern Manitoba who would appear to have the responsib i l ity of 
d ispersing m i l l ions of dol lars in  federal money and this secret organization was appointed by the 
Federal Conservative Member of Parl iament? 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Fi rst Min ister. 
MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, that sounds entirely too mystifying and subtle for me. I just have to 

beg to say that I 'm not privy to Federal Government secrets. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 

ORDERS FOR RETU RN 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for B i rtle-Russe l l .  
ORDER NO. 34. 
MR. HARRY E. GRAHAM: Mr: Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by the Member for Fort Garry, 
THAT an Order of the House do issue for a return showing the fol lowing information i n  

connection with the Man itoba Publ ic Insurance Corporation for each of the fiscal years 1 971 t o  1 976, 
inclusive: 

MR. SPEAKER: Order p lease . .  Wi l l  the M inister be prepared to accept the Order for Return. The 
Order for Return is accepted and so ordered. The second Order for Return by the Honourable 
Member for B i rtle-Russe l l .  

ORDER NO. 35. 
MR. GRAHAM: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by the Honourable Member for M innedosa, 
THAT an Order of the House do issue for a return showing 
1.  The Acts of the Leg islature of Man itoba which have been passed by the Leg islative Assembly in  

each of  the calendar years 1 974, 1 975 and 1 976 which have not  been proclaimed. 
2. The sections of Acts of the Legislature of Man itoba which have been passed by the Leg islative 

Assembly in each of the . calendar years 1 974, 1 975 and 1 976 wh ich have not been proclaimed. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Labour. 
MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, one oft he purposes of Orders for Return is to seek information that is 

not available to members of the Assembly. All of the information contained in the Order just read by 
the honou rable member, all of the information is avai lable either in the appendages to the statutes or 
through research into Orders-in-Counci l  which are publ ic knowledge. On that basis and because we 
feel that the Order for Return or the subject matter is avai lable, we wi l l  reject this Order for Return . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for B i rtle-Russe l l .  
MR. GRAHAM: Mr.  Speaker, may I then have the matter stood over for debate. 
MR. SPEAKER: Order please. lt is a decision which the Chair has to make. I must say, regretful ly,  

the staff and I didn 't check this one but I would concur with the Honourable M in ister of Labour, publ ic 
information that is avai lable does not requ i red an Order for Return so therefore this one is not val id .  
The Honourable Member for Gladstone. 

MR. JORGENSON: Mr. Speaker, on a poi nt of order when an Order for Return for whatever reason 
is rejected by the government, the proposer of that particular Order for Return has the r ight to 
transfer that particular motion for debate in Private Members' Hour and that's what the member is 
doing. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Labour on the same point of order. 
MR. PAULLEY: Yes, Mr. Speaker, on the same point of order, I 'm sure my honourable friend wou ld  

recogn ize this that when a motion is ruled out  of  order, because of  the subject matter or the 
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MR. G. JOHNSTON: Stand, Mr. Speaker. 

BILL (NO� 1 2) - AN ACT TO AMEND THE LOCAL AUTH O R ITIES ELECTIONS ACT. 
MR. SPEAKER: Bi l l  No. 1 2. The Honourable Member for G ladstone. 
MR. FERGUSON: Yes, M r. Speaker. No. 1 2  we have exam ined .  We f ind that most of the clauses 

contained herein are qu ite all right as far as we are concerned . The reduction of advance polling  days 
we probably feel wou ld be a l i ttle better if i t was specified. l t can now be done by by-law but we wou ld 
maybe suggest that th is be laid out in a firm manner. The rest of the bil l ,  as I said before, is strictly a 
housekeeping bi lL We have no hesitation i n  passing it on to comm ittee. So with those few words, Mr.  
Speaker, our s ide is w i l l i ng  to let it go on.  

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Mem ber for Assin iboia. 
MR. PATRICK: M r. Speaker, I too find amendments on mun icipal changes, Local Authorities 

Election Act, minor and the changes are housekeeping and I agree with them. 
I do have one question that I wou ld raise with the Min ister now. Most of the amendments bring it in 

l i ne with the present Provincial Election Act, such as pol l ing hours from eight to eight. I th ink we 
might as well standard ize it and get used to the same hours. The point I would l i ke to raise with the 
Minister is the number of days for the operation of an advanced polL l t  is ind icated in the leg islation it 
wou ld be reduced to one or two from the three days requ i red under the present legislation . l t  was 
ind icated, I think when the Min ister introduced the leg islation, that many munic ipalities have found 
themselves it wasn't necessary to have the three fu l l  days for advanced poll ing .  Now, this may be true 
in  mun icipal elections and out in  certain  mun ici palit ies or in  various areas, but if we bring this i nto 
consideration as far as the provi ncial elections are concerned, I th ink  it wou ld be only necessary and 
very important with the amount of travel l ing people do, with a mobi le society that many people have 
to be out on business, many are out of town and can't get back into town . . .  The complaints that I 
have received for many years - not only complaints, but written subm issions and, in fact, I have 
received from some service personnel petitions ind icating that the two-day advanced pol l  that we 
had in the provincial leg islation was not sufficient. They felt that there shou ld  be, perhaps in two 
d ifferent stages, three or four  days of advanced poll ing. So, we are just going the opposite. What, i n  
m y  opinion,  would have been good leg islation as far as the provincial leg islation is concerned, i s  to 
g ive people sufficient t ime, the ones that do travel ,  the ones that are out of town for various reasons, 
be it service personnel, people on business, to g ive them sufficient time so that they have the r ight to 
exercise their franchise, their right to vote. 

In this situation here, under the present leg islation in mun icipal elections, perhaps the M in ister 
wou ld have more knowledge in this respect to see what k ind of problems that were encountered 
before when we had the extra pol l ing days. Maybe he is correct but I wish that would have been left on 
a voluntary basis, at least leave the three days. My concern is g iving the people the right and making it 
avai lable or feasible for them to have the t ime to exercise their right to vote instead of curtai l ing it .  I 
f ind that bring ing it back from three days to one day we may be curtai l ing it. That's the only q uestion 
that I am raising with the Min ister now. 

As far as the other amendments, I see nothi ng wrong with them. In  fact I think they are bring ing i t  
in  l ine with the other leg islation and I th ink they are good amendments. 

MR. SPEAKER: Are you ready for the question? The Honourable M in ister shal l be closing debate. 
The Honourable Min ister of Munic ipal Affairs. 

HONOURABLE BILLIE URUSKI(St. George): Mr. Speaker, I move, seconded by the M i nister of 
Northern Affai rs, debate be adjourned . 

MOTION presented and carried. 

G OVERNM ENT B ILLS - SECOND READINGS 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Agricu lture. 
HONOURABLE SAM USKIW(Lac du Bonnet): M r. Speaker, wou ld you cal l B i l l  No. 1 5, second 

reading .  

BILL (NO. 1 5)- AN ACT TO AMEND THE R EAL ESTATE BROKERS ACT 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Consumer and Corporate Affai rs. 
HONOURABLE RENE TOUPIN(Springfield) presented Bill (No. 15), an Act to amend The Real 

Estate Brokers Act, for second read ing .  
MOTION presented. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M inister. 
MR. TOUPIN: Mr. Speaker, this b i l l  makes minor changes in the Real Estate Brokers Act and also 

contains one section which raises an issue of some importance, namely the q uestion of i nterest on 
brokers' trust accounts. 
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I w i l l  start by d isposing briefly of the other principle of the b i l l  and then deal in g reater detai l  with 
the more major part of the b i l l .  

The b i l l  makes several amendments which requ i res a l l  brokers and sales people and some 
authorized officials to be bonded. These amendments result from a review of these requ i rements 
undertaken by the Securities Commission staff for the purpose of trying to obtain g reater un iformity 
between the bonds used under this Act and those used under the Securities Act. This review reveals 
some ambigu ities and deficiencies in the present Act which these amendments wi l l  correct. I n  
particular, some words used seem to suggest that every broker a n d  sales people should f i l e  a new 
bond every year. The practice actually fol lowed is and always has been, that an appl icant for 
registration f i les a bond wh ich wi l l  remain in force unti l  cancel led . I f  the registrant fails to pay h is 
annual prem ium, a bonding company cancels the bond and then, of course, if he or she wants to stay 
reg istered, he wi l l  have to f i le a new form . This is a far more conven ient procedure than f i l ing a new 
bond every year. words The b i l l  therefore, M r. Speaker, removes the that suggests that a new bond 
should be fi led at the time of the annual renewal of reg istrations. 

The bil l updates the requ i rement that every offer must be in  trip l icate. For many years now, other 
provisions in the Act and regulations have requ i red at least four and in  some ci rcumstances, five 
copies of an offer and it is only sensible to recogn ize this. 

The bil l  completes a process that was started by last year's amendments, namely the e l im ination 
from the Act of the word "sel l"  to mean negotiate a sale for someone else, so that it wil l  be used to 
denote only the sel l ing of one's own property. 

Another part expands on another section of the Act by stating exp l icitly the types of undertaking 
that must be in writing in place of doing it by reference to a clause of the present Act. The reasons for 
doing this is that it relates exclusively to the contents of an offer to purchase and the undertakings 
covered are not necessari ly given in connection with an offer. Because in  its present form it 
incorporates part of another previous reference, the result is to incorporate it into word ing which is 
not appropriate when appl ied to an undertaking not related to an offer. 

I now turn to another part of the b i l l .  The f irst two subsections are a by-product of a recent revision 
of prescribed form of Offer to Purchase which came into operation on the 1 st of February, 1 977. As is 
wel l  known, a purchaser of real estate normal ly pays a deposit at the time the contract is s igned. I f  the 
sale is completed, the deposit becomes part of the purchase price. If the purchaser defaults, he loses 
his deposit. If the vendor defaults, the purchaser gets h is deposit back. Historical ly the person to 
whom the deposit was paid received it in one or another of two capacities, namely stakeholder or 
agent for the vendor. If he received it as a stakeholder i t  was then h is duty to see that it was properly 
appl ied so that if  the purchaser became entitled to get h is deposit back, he wou ld claim it from the 
stakeholder. But if  the person receiving the deposit did so as agent for the vendor, he had to do with it 
whatever the vendor told him to do and that would include paying it to the vendor at once and a 
purchaser claiming h is deposit back wou ld  have to try to get it from the vendor. 

Obviously, Mr. Speaker, it is much fairer to the purchaser for the deposit to be held by a 
stakeholder. The prescribed form of Offer to Purchase has always stated that the broker wi l l  hold the 
deposit in  trust and has then gone on to impose on him duties wh ich were actually duties i mposed to 
him by the shareholder . .  When the form was revised, it was f i rst proposed to substitute "as a 
stakeholder" for "in trust" but for reason which I wi l l  explain shortly, this idea was abandoned and the 
new form continues to use the words "in trust." Th is, Mr. Speaker, explains the background to the 
proposed new sub-section of the Act. 

Other sections of the Act are two-fold: to impose the rule that a broker holds the deposit as trustee 
and not as agent for the vendor in a l l  cases. lt must be remembered that the use of the prescribed form 
of offer is compulsory only in the sale of a s ingle fami ly residence so that there are many sales i n  
which other forms o f  the offer can be used . Secondly, t o  make i t  clear that a broker holding a deposit 
in  trust has the same responsib i l ities in respect to it as the stakeholder. The proposed sub-section 
sets out an exemption to another section specifying the c i rcumstances in which a broker may hold a 
deposit as agent for one party to the sale. Si nce most people are unfam i l iar with the impl ication of 
such an arrangement, this exemption is carefu l ly g uarded to ensure that the other party wi l l  have 
legal advice before agreeing to it. These sub-sections are qu ite s imi lar to sub-sections that were 
added to the Real Estate Act of British Columbia in 1 971 . I w i l l  ind icate here, Mr. Speaker, that the 
sub-sections being talked about now in  the proposed b i l l ,  26. 1  (3) (a) (b) and (c) - I  am leaving myself 
completely open for d iscussion with in  the committee and to receive advice from other members of 
the committee and representation if  need be, so there is certainly a desi re on our part to have sub­
sections that wi l l  answer the needs· of those involved in the industry. 

Before turn ing to the other section, I must explain that there is one important d ifference between a 
stakeholder and a trustee; this is that a stakeholder is entitled to keep any interest earned by the 
deposit while he is holding it whereas a trustee of course cannot keep for h imself any i nterest earned 
by money he is holding in trust but must pay it over to the beneficiary. The result of writ ing the words 
"as a stakeholder" into the prescribed form of offer would have been to entitle the broker to keep any 
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interest earned by the deposit. I m ust point out that there is some justification for th at rule. If a d ispute 
breaks out between the vendor arid the purchaser, the stakeholder finds h imself in  the middle of a 
quarrel with both parties claiming it from h im and can incur sign ificant legal expenses i n  extrad it ing 
h imself from this position . The interest compensates h im for this risk. However, the Winn ipeg Real 
Estate Board which represents a very substantial number of our brokers, felt that it was undesi rable 
for a broker to be entitled to receive interest on money that he was holding for others un less those 
others had spec ifical ly agreed to it. This is why the prescribed form of offer continues to say that the 
deposit shal l be held in trust. However, a d iscussion aboutthis necessari ly raised the whole question 
of interest on brokers' trust accounts. 

This question has a number of qu ite compl icated impl ications. For instance, although a trustee 
cannot earn interest tor h imself, he is normally under an obligation to invest trust money or put it on 
deposit so as to earn interest for h is beneficiaries. Therefore, if a broker is to hold a deposit in trust, 
would that mean that the vendor or the purchaser cou ld insist that he put the money in  an interest­
bearing account and hand over the interest? There is also the problem that under the Trustees Act 
any trustee has the statutory power to invest any trust money into a trustee investment such as a 
bond .  We certainly do not want brokers investing deposits in this way unless everyone concerned 
has agreed to it. 

There is, M r. Speaker, another sub-section which is an attempt to resolve the problems I have just 
explained. However, if all or most of the trust fund is in practise held in non-interest bearing 
accounts, the ch ief beneficiaries wou ld seem to be banks, credit un ions, trust companies, where the 
accounts are kept. The same problem arose in  the case of the lawyers' trust account a few years ago. 
However, there are two basic d ifferences. The fi rst is that the amount of interest involved is probably 
much smaller here, and the second is the possib i l ity that banks and/or cred it un ions may shortly be 
requ i red to calcu late interest on a dai ly basis. If that change should come about, it wi l l  become m uch 
easier to cred it interest to ind ividual cl ients and th is would make it feasible for brokers to use interest 
bearing accounts and accounts to their clients for the interest. This matter, M r. Speaker, is presently 
under d iscussion between the Securities Commission and the Winn ipeg Real Estate/ Board and I 
expect to be able to introduce possibly after d iscussion with other members of the House, some 
amendments to sub-section (3) when the B il l  is in committee. 

I wou ld,  therefore, Mr. Speaker, leaving aside subsection (3) commend this B i l l  to the House. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member tor Wolseley. 
MR. WILSON: M r. Speaker, thank you . I beg to move, seconded by the Member for R iel, that this 

debate be adjourned. 
MOTION presented and carried. 
MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Min ister of Agricu lture. 
MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, I bel ieve it is the understanding of the House that we wou ld  go into 

committee, that is two committees: agriculture and education. I move, Mr.  Speaker, seconded by the 
Honourable Min ister of Corrections, that Mr.  Speaker now leave the Chair, and that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of Supply to consider of the Supply to be g ranted to Her Majesty. 

MOTION presented and carried, and the House resolved i tself into a Committee of Supply, with 
the Honourable Member tor Logan in the Chair.  

COMM ITTEE OF SUPPLY 

ESTIMATES - EDUCATION 
MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. William Jenkins (logan): . . . 20 of thei r Estimates Book. Resolution 50(a) 

School Grants and Other Assistance - $1 67,795,300. The Honourable M in ister of Education. 
MR. TURNBULL : M r. Chai rman, the other day in  d iscussing this appropriation there was some 

desi re on the part of members to receive about a add itional information particular community school , 
and the school mentioned was the Wi l liam Whyte commun ity school. I want to tell members that this 
community evaluation was considered in  June 1 975. A proposal to recogn ize the school as a 
community school was presented to the Board of Trustees of the Winn ipeg School Division and it 
was accepted by them. This is the kind of project that the department has had under way, and I th i n k  it 
would be enlightening tor some members if I d id describe some of the characteristics of this 
community school tor the benefit of the members here today. 

The community com mittee school had an evaluation committee struck in February 1 976. The 
objectives of the evaluation committee were real ly two-fold :  first of all there was a desi re to document 
and evaluate the general orientation and goals of the school and then to assess the degree to which 
th'3 actual operation of the school is consistent with these goals; and second ly, there was a desire to 
assess the degree of satisfaction expressed by the principal, teachers, commun ity members, 
students, aides, etc. 

The process of evaluation of the Wi l l iam Whyte community school was prepared by an evaluation 
committee. As usual in this kind of operation that the department has been involved in ,  Mr. Chairman, 
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great efforts were made to involve people i n  the local area. This evaluation committee consisted of 
four principals, two consultants from the Department of Education , two commun ity aides and two 
parents. The following criteria for a commun ity school were compi led by the evaluation committee. 
Mean ingful and substantial involvement of community members and staff members in a l l  aspects of 
the education system ;  educational development for all members of the community i nc lud ing  non­
parents; school involvement in community development; a l l  aspects of school environment to reflect 
and be consistent with community m i l ieu; educational use of community resources for the ch i ldren 
enrol led in  the school. The interesting th ing about this community school evaluation and operation 
of the commun ity school was that it was found that the school programs were consistent w ith the 
goals of the commun ity school and there has been a substantial interchange between the community 
and the school by both mutual involvement i n  programs and through the opportunities these provide 
for discussion and debate on various issues. I can go on, Mr. Chairman , but I think that real ly deals 
with the points being made at the time we closed off d iscussion of t he Estimates of the Department of 
Education on Friday at 4:30. I know members opposite will have many other questions on other 
topics so I won't elaborate any further on this particular one unless there are of course further 
questions about it. 

This information I have g iven, Mr. Chairman, was for the purposes of satisfying the needs of some 
members who felt that this item should be d iscussed here under Resolution 50-3. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 50(a) . The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. EDWARD McGILL: Mr. Chai rman, at 4:30 on Friday when we adjourned, I had mentioned the 

description wh ich the M in ister had g iven to another member of the House who wanted to know what 
the procedure was i n  connection with appl ications from school d ivisions for construction or 
increasing the accommodation in their bu i ld i ngs in  their d ivisions, and the Min ister appeared to be i n  
a hu rry to reach another appointment at that t ime and I am not sure that he got the point that was 
being made, that we had earl ier on in the debates requested precisely the i nformation which the 
Minister felt at that time cou ldn't be g iven under this section. However, in a later time in the debate, 
the information was given without any concern for whether or not it was appropriate to this section 3, 
that is on Capital Construction . So, I appreciated gett ing that information which was g iven and I have 
a question or two which relates to that general area which I hope the M in ister wi l l  be able to deal with . 

I n  the matter of build ing  construction and in the appl ications for authority to proceed in these 
areas from d ivisions, it appears that there has been virtually l ittle action been taken in the last months 
or in  the last year. I wonder, Mr. Chai rman, i f  the M insiter cou ld tel l  us how many letters of intent are 
presently on file as a backlog with the Department of Education in respect to permission to proceed 
with the bui ld ing of com plete new schools or with major alterations to present school bui ld ings. 
From the apparent lack of activity in  this general area, it wou ld seem that probably the Min ister has 
accumulated a number of such applications and perhaps he cou ld tel l  us j ust what the nature of the 
backlog is at this time. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I was trying  to fol low the Member for Brandon West's rather 
general remarks about information not g iven at one time and g iven at another time. I assume he was 
saying that I d id g ive some i nformation about the procedure of the Publ ic Schools Finance Board to 
the Member for River Heights. I guess from the look on the face ofthe Member for B randon West that 
that's what he was referring to. 

Earlier I had tried to steer the comm ittee clear of getting involved in d iscussion of capital items 
which 1 gather is what the Member for Bran don West is now asking me about. He wants to know how 
many appl ications are on f i le or in the off ice of the Publ ic Schools Finance Board from d ivisions for 
construction of new schools or new renovat ions. This is not the appropriate place, but I can certa in ly 
get h im that information . He wants the numbers of Letters of I ntent that the Publ ic Schools Finance 
Board has on hand; these Letters of Intent to cover Letters of Intent for new school construction and 
major additions, those two things. Well we can certa in ly provide that to the member. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honou rable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: Perhaps, Mr. Chairman, the M inister could tel l us then . . .  th is information wi l l  be 

avai lable at a later date, but he might be able to tel l  us immed iately who the members are of the 
Bu i ld ing Projects Comm ittee, who are the members of t he comm ittee that deals with the appl ications 
that come in from school d ivisions? I bel ieve that there were two fai rly recent appointments to that 
committee. There may have been some ret irements or some changes in the make-up of the 
committee itself. l f  he cou ld tell us who the current members are and perhaps g ive us some idea of the 
qualifications and experience of the two most recent appointments to that Bu i ld ing Projects 
Committee. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M in ister of Education . 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, as I say, it's real ly the operation of the Publ ic Schools Finance 

Board and its committees that the member is talk ing about and that information I certa in ly can get for 
h im .  He wants information for the Conservative Party's dossier on staff and appointments and we wi l l  
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get that for h im and provide it to h im .  
MR. McGILL: Wel l ,  Mr.  Chairman, I thought that the  names of  the members of  the  present 

committee m ight have been someth ing that the M inister wou ld have immediately available; but 
apparently that is not the case. I simply asked him for a l ist of the names of the Projects Committee 
and I guess we wi l l  wait for that unt i l  other i nformation is obtained .  

I n  September o f  1 976, M r .  Chai rman , there was a position bu l letined b y  t h e  department. I bel ieve i t  
was cal led "Capital Faci l ities Co-ord inator." That position was advertised in  September. l t  was 
described as a position where the holder would be responsible to the Chairman of t he Publ ic Schools 
Finance Board for co-ord inati ng department support to the Pub l ic Schools F inance Board for capital 
support. I wonder if the Min ister cou ld tell the committee then, is this a new position? Is this 
something that has not previously existed , that of capital fac i l ities co-ord inator, or is this the same 
position that was formerly f i l led by the D irector of Field Services as a part-time activity? What I 'm 
trying to f ind out from the Min ister, Mr.  Chairman, is are we looking at a completely new area of 
activity and new terms of reference or are we looking at the function that was formerly performed i n  a 
minor way or at least in a part-time way by the Di rector of Field Services? And as the com m ittee 
knows, h is major responsib i l ities were in the instructional field and not in the f ield of capital school 
f inance. 

Perhaps, M r. Chairman, when the M inister is deal ing with that question he could  tel l  us who the 
successful cand idate was in  this competition for the position of Capital Faci lties Co-ord inator. 

MR. TURN BULL: Mr. Chairman, I have tried to ind icate to the Member for B ran don West that a lot 
of these questions he is asking are rather detailed and the money for them - the various functions 
that he is talking about - I don't bel ieve is contai ned in  th is appropriation, for a lot of people that are 
i nvolved here and certainly not for the capital involved. 

The idea of the Capital Fac i l ities Co-ord inator was bul letined sometime ago, I think before I 
became the M in ister, and I th ink there was a board held, and the appointment of the ind ividual I 
bel ieve was caught in the freeze on the h i ring of staff that was imposed by Cabinet.  So the whole th ing 
was just arrested . 

However, there does seem to be a need for that k ind of a function . I bel ieve i t to be a relatively new 
function and we wi l l  l i kely be reactivat ing consideration of that position. 

I was just checking with staff, Mr. Chairman, to make sure that the money for these functions is not 
in this vote, and I am sure that it is not in this vote. Now as in all other items we can d iscuss anyth ing  
and I 'm qu ite happy to d iscuss i t ,  but  solely for maintain ing some order these questions wou ld  be 
better asked and answered I gather, on  Cap ital Supply B i l l  rather than here . 

. Anyway I have some names of the Bu i ld ing Projects Committee. I do not know the qual ifications 
of many of these people which the member asked for. I bel ieve there's an A. Stevens recently 
assigned to th is task. He's a past superintendent of Portage la Prairie school d ivision. There's a M r. 
Szakacs who I believe was a teacher; and a Mr.  Gzan, there's Mr. St. Lawrence who I do know is the 
architect there; there is a Mr.  Grey he is in  the f inance section' of the department - I wou ld  have to 
dig up h is background for the Conservative Party's dossier; and a Mr. Ben Epp, again h is 
qual ifications I w i l l  have to get l isted along with everybody e lse here and provide to the Mem ber for 
Brandon West. 

My only point, Sir ,  is that the money for these people is not contained in this vote and you can 
entertain the d iscussion if you wish . Perhaps that's a l l  the questions the member had and we can just 
go on to the next series of questions he does have. 

MR. McGILL: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, on the point that the M inister makes about whether or not this 
d iscussion is appropriate here, it was simply that we were on it once, we moved away from it  and then 
we got back to it, so it seems to me that since we are pretty well complete now i n  terms of f i l ing the 
questions and there wi l l  be some responses I th ink the M in ister wi l l  want to make. 

I wou ld just l ike to comment on his most recent explanation about the Capital Fac i l it ies Co­
ord inator. He said he "bel ieved" this was a new position . So I take it that it is not the function that was 
described a moment ago as being part of the work of the Field Service D irector, and was taken on i n  
addition to his other duties. Is h e  now saying this is a fu l l-t ime position that w i l l  be f i l led b y  a new 
add ition to h is staff? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I want the member to have a l l  the information possible. I w i l l  
undertake to get that information in  written form and  I wi l l  read i t  to h im for the  record. Perhaps we 
could  move on to other items now. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 50 (a) , the Honourable Member for La Verendrye. 
MR. BOB BANMAN: Thank you , Mr.  Chairman. I'd just l i ke to very briefly ask the Min ister several 

questions with regard to any programs or any stud ies that the department has done to provid ing for 
more mobi l ity of students from one school d ivision to another. I mentioned earl ier on in the 
examination of these particular Estimates, problems which are aris ing in my area with regard to one 
school division having a substantial more number of students coming to it than i t  is reciprocating  to 
another school d ivision . Now I 'm wondering if part of the i ncrease of the transportation grants - and 
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I refer to the statement which he made on Thursday, March 1 0th where he said ,The g rants have 
increased from $1 1 ,400,000 to $1 3 m i l l ion, an approximate 1 .5 m i l l ion increase. Is this increase in  
transportation al lotment just the increase i n  costs of  runn ing th is particular system that we have now, 
or is that part of the amount that he wi l l  be al locating to people who wish to, for d ifferent reasons, 
move from one d ivision to another without creating too much hardsh i p  on those people? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M in ister of Education . 
MR. TURN BULL: M r. Chairman , the amount of money that the member refers to is money paid out 

on a flat basis. it's paid on the basis of the number of transportab le pupi ls. 
MR. BANMAN: I wonder if the First Min ister cou ld inform the House whether there is any move 

afoot to provide for more mobi l i ty . . .  the M in ister of Education, I'm sorry. I should have maybe said 
the Member for Osborne. 

I wonder if he cou ld tel l  the House if they are going to be provid ing for increased mobility from one 
school d ivision to another. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, i f  I understand the member, he's asking,  are these g rants 
designed to increase mobi l ity from one d ivision to another? They are designed to g ive the d ivisions 
additional money to cover the costs of operating thei r school bus system,  and what use they put to 
that money I think in  many cases is up  to them providing they meet the various gu idel ines that the 
department has. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 50(a)-pass. The Honourable Member for La Verend rye. 
MR. BAN MAN: Thank you,  M r. Chairman. I get back to the first q uestion that I asked and it has to 

do with the problems that we are facing r ight now where that one school d ivision is receiving more 
people coming into it than it is reciprocati ng out to other school d ivisions, and I refer specifically to 
Hanover and Seine River r ight now. I th ink  there's a net d ifference of about 75 pupils and these people 
are coming in from the other school d ivisions. Is there any move afoot by the government, any stud ies 
that they are doing to provide for more mobi l ity for students from one school d ivision to another? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, I'm advised by staff that there is no stud ies with that purpose 
being undertaken.  

MR. BAN MAN: I wonder if I could then ask the Min ister, under the exist ing leg islation and under 
the policy of the Department of Education that people then when they do send their  chi ldren from 
one school d ivision to another, if the d ivisions can't work out an amiable solution then they wi l l  be 
forced to pay for the student to the d ivision where they are sending it to without having any access to 
any other funds. 

MR. TURNBULL: The g rant is paid to the d ivisions, once not twice. There is an area here that the 
Member for La Verendrye is touching upon that perhaps needs some examination, and although I 've 
said there is not now any study under way, I th ink that he raises a point that certa in ly can be looked at. 
If he has been read ing the newspapers recently he has l ikely noted al lusions to just that k ind of 
possibi l ity with regard to d ivisions in areas outside of h is own constituency. 

There is a problem here insofar as divisions can't get together and work out their problem of 
getting ch i ldren in adjoi n ing d ivisions the education that is requ i red and needed by those chi ldren . 
And wherever there is a problem between d ivisions where they can't settle their problems, I wou ld 
think that I guess the department has to become i nvolved in  one way or another to try to get the 
d ivisions together and try to work out amicable solutions. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 50(a), the Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: M r. Chairman, I wanted to return just briefly to the d iscussion which we had earl ier 

and at some length on the real effects of the announcements of the Minister in  the House two days 
after his Estimates were brought up for consideration in this committee of additional support in the 
way of authorized teacher g rants which wou ld come about as a resu lt of a reduced pupi l-teacher ratio 
in the elementary system of 23 to 1 .  And in view of the level of expectations that were considerably 
raised by the general announcements and the subseq uent realization that the practical effects of this 
announcement were not as great as that which was orig inal ly anticipated, I wonder about the feel ing 
of the Min ister h imself in respect to what wil l  really happen in  the c lassroom as a result of th is change 
in  the pupi l-teacher ratio and the teacher grants. Perhaps we cou ld  get at this by exam in ing the 
number of teachers employed in Manitoba during the 1 976-77 period for which there were no 
authorized teacher grants. 

In other words, does the Min ister have a f igure for the school system of t he number of teachers in  
the system above the authorized g rant structure, those that are not covered by the total number of 
grants offered? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honou rable M in ister of Education . 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, I suppose that we can get the exact f igure, I don't know. If the 

member wants to proceed on the basis of the exact fig u re I th ink he and I understand the point that he 
is going to be d riving at. Anyone who understands educational finance knows that a reduction from 
one and 28 to one and 23 without any other changes is going to mean more than $2 mi l l ion which is 
what my letter and I believe the news releases d id  say. 

637 



Monday, March 1 4, 1 977 

If we take a l l  the teachers involved - not just the regular c lassroom teachers but everybody ­
there were in 1 976, 1 1  ,985 teachers employed. There were 9,928 teachers who were authorized . That 
meant there were 2,027 unauthorized teachers taking into account a l l  of them. l t  is for that reason, of 
course, that the letter that I sent to the d ivision does outl ine what the i mpact of the change may be. I 
just want to repeat it here if I can find it in my letter that went out to a l l  chai rmen of the boards and 
senior d ivisional admin istrators. The letter says, " l t  is expected that the addit ional authorizations wi l l  
cover the cost of  teachers now over g rant in  many d ivisions." There are some other remarks m ade 
thereto as wel l which I have al ready read i nto the record . And that certainly can occur and there is no 
question that in some cases some d ivisions wi l l  decide to apply the add itional authorizations that 
they have in  precisely that way. They wi l l  just take the authorization and apply it against whatever 
over grant teachers they are employing.  

However, let us not overlook that many d ivisions may not want to operate that way. Many d ivisions 
may want to maintain the same ratio of unauthorized to authorized teachers as they now have, and 
wil l i n  fact, h i re add itional teachers over and above what the new formula  at one and 23 wil l provide to 
them. 

Let us not overlook also, Mr. Chai rman, that there are other factors to consider here. The 
reduction of one to 23 is a reduction that I bel ieve recogn izes the importance of elementary 
education. lt is, as was indicated last year, someth ing that the department can do by way of setting 
the tone in  education. That is what is being done here. We are, of course, pumping i n  an add itional $2 
m i l l ion at a conservative estimate for the change in the ratio. But the ratio sets the tone, it g ives 
d i rection, it recogn izes the i mportance of elementary education and it establ ishes equ ity as between 
a teacher at the elementary and a teacher at the secondary level ;  a l l  of which I bel ieve to be important 
in setting the tone. 

The other thing to keep in mind is that there is always a possib i l ity of doing someth ing here which 
is totally impractical and the reduction of the ratio from one and 28 to one and 23 at one fel l swoop 
wou ld have been impractical because in no way cou ld the Faculty of Education or the Faculties of 
Education in the rest of the country have provided the number of graduate teachers that wou ld have 
been needed to meet all the additional authorizations that wou ld have been approved if the ratio had 
been dropped from one and 28 to one and 23. I mean the system - the system of producing teachers, 
the classroom space avai lable, etc. ,  cou ld not s imply have coped with it. So the change that was 
made was one that recogn ized what I have i ndicated, the importance of elementary education, equ ity 
as between teachers at the two levels, and does so in such a way as to g ive d i rection to d ivisions 
with in  our provincial educational system. lt is a practical solution to a longstand ing problem . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: Wel l ,  Mr.  Chairman, the M in ister says that th is change recogn izes the i mportance of 

elementary education. But, i n  practical terms, since there are8 by h is f igures, about 2,000 teachers 
now above the authorized g rant level and his new appropriation wou ld g ive, by h is estimation, 280 
addit ional grants for teachers. That real ly isn't going to make any very i mportant change i n  the 
abi l ity, in practical terms, of the d ivisions to reduce the classroom count. 

Now, I understand and the Min ister has explained that he d idn't intend th is to be an 
announcement that s imply and suddenly created a new classroom count, lower than the present 
ones, but the manner in which the announcements were made, it seems to me, created that 
expectation amongst many of the parents of school chi ldren in the system and there wi l l  be, I expect, 
a pressure on the d ivisions to say, "Wel l ,  the M in ister said we were reducing from 28 to one to 23 to 
one and this isn't happeni ng i n  Johnny's room so what's the prob lem?" I th ink  there cou ld have been 
a better way to p lace this add itional support to the publ ic and to the d ivisions than by simply saying 
we are now recogn izing the i mportance of elementary education , because I don't th ink, i n  practical 
terms, there is going to be any real change in the teacher and pup i l  c lassroom counts. I th ink the 
Min ister has admitted that he doesn't rea l ly believe that there wi l l  be any substantial change in  the 
province in respect to that classroom situation. I f  he hasn't said that then perhaps he m ight l ike to 
comment on it, the fact that - wel l ,  the Min ister is about to comment on it. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable M in ister of Education . 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I have i nd icated several times in the House that what the 

d ivisions do with the add itional authorized teacher grants that they wi l l  receive is their decision. l t  is 
their decision what the size of the classes wi l l  be. Some classes are 1 5, some classes are 35, that has 
always been the case. When I was teaching in Fl in Flon the fi rst c lass I had was 38 pup i ls. The ratio 
establ ished by the Conservative Government of the day for secondary schools was one and 28. That 
has always been the case. 

- · 

The announcement that was made, I th ink  was very c lear. One cannot say anything - if you are 
going from one and 28 to one and 23, those are the f igures - and the members opposite can say 
whatever they want. How you can say one and 23 is not one and 23 is beyond me. The elementary 
ratio for purposes of g iving g rants is now one and 23. lt used to be one and 28, it is now one and 23. 
That means an additional number of authorized teachers. That does not mean that the d ivisions wi l l  
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use al l  the grants j ust to cover unauthorized teachers. That m ay not be the case, they may decide and 
it is their d iscretion to do so, to mainta in the ratio of unauthorized to authorized teachers. That is thei r 
d iscretion and I expect some d ivisions wi ll do j ust that. They wi l l  look upon these add itional grants as 
a means for them to h i re additional teachers and to reduce the size of their classes. Some d ivisions 
want to do that, some d ivisions wi l l  do that. I certainly wou ld want to encourage them to do that 
because I th ink class sizes are too large. 

The letter that I sent out, I shou ld perhaps read again for the record: "The Foundation Program for 
1 975 wi l l  provide for an increase of over 280 in the authorized number of teachers. The increase i n  
authorizations will be determined through a change i n  the teacher-pupi l  ratio and i n  the calculation 
for determin ing the authorized number of principals, supervisors, gu idance counsel lors and other 
such staff. The ratio for both elementary and secondary teacher grant authorizations in 1 977 wi l l  be 
one and 23. The adjustment in  the ratio wi l l  mean not only add itional salary g rants for the number of 
increased authorizations but also the block grant of 2, 1 80 for each additional authorization. The 
result of th is change will mean over two m il l ion for salaries and for maintenance admin istration and 
suppl ies. As in the past, add itional salary grant al lowances wi l l  be provided for principals, vice­
principals, gu idance counsellors and other admin istrative and instructional personnel.  The 
maximum number of al lowances will be s l ightly larger than in 1 976. These al lowances wil l be 
determined on a pupi l  enrolment basis rather than on the basis of ten percent of the number of 
authorized teachers. The schedule and formu la for calculating the maximum number of additional 
allowances is enclosed herewith." 

I can go on read ing the letter, Mr. Chairman, the letter which was made available to every member 
of the press who was attend ing the press conference that I had when I annou nced this change in the 
ratio from one and 28 to one and 23. Every member of the press had this letter in front of them . I 
assume that every member of the press had access to it and cou ld get a copy if they wanted. What 
they wish to report and what they have reported is a matter of their responsib i l ity and not m ine. 

But the ratio has been changed and the leadersh ip  that the department is g iving is that in 
elementary schools the ratio should be one and 23, that is clear, j ust the same as it is in  the secondary 
level .  What the d ivisions do is their responsibi l ity. Some, as I say, w i l l  use these grants to maintain the 
same ratio of over grant teachers to teachers on grant, others presumably, w i l l  not do it, as I 
recogn ized in my letter and which I have read . several times now. As far as the department is 
concerned, as far as I am concerned, the ratio of one and 23 is the ratio that wou ld be desirable. 

I might point out to the Member for Brandon West, before he makes too m uch of this issue as I 
gather he wou ld l ike to, that al ready the Teachers Society is suggesting that the ratio be reduced 
even fu rther. I th ink  thei r ratio is one and 20. There will be demands, of course, as there have always 
been demands, for a reduction in the ratio. But it is very clear, S i r, that one and 28 is not the same as 
one and 23. And to say one and 23 means, you know, one and 23; it can mean noth ing else. The 
Member for Brandon West can take that in any way he wants and try to twist one and 23 into whatever 
it is that he wants to say it is, but it is sti ll one and 23. That is what the department recogn izes. That is 
the way in  which the department is going to pay g rants to school d ivisions for elementary schools. 
That is the change that we have made. lt is clear, it is leadershi p  and i f  the Member for Brandon West 
finds objection to it then that is his right and prerogative but the leadersh ip  is q u ite clear and the 
figures are qu ite clear. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Aiel. 
MR. CRAIK: Mr. Chairman, on this same topic and the Member for Brandon West wi l l  have more 

questions he will want to ask on it. I want to get someth ing clarified here. The Min ister says, rather 
snidely, that the Member tor Brandon West wi l l  make out of it what he wants to make out of it. Wel l ,  I 
suggest that the Min ister has wrung the most out of this that he cou ld  from his own pol itical point of 
view. 

Mr. Chairman, fi rst of al l ,  we had Estimates tabled on a Tuesday that said that Education 
Estimates were amongst the other Estimates of the Provincial Government, are going to be up in total 
by some 7.5 percent and the proportion that goes to education on that is an increase of 
approximately $7 mil l ion. 

Th ree days later - and the government takes the most it can out of that by blazened hold ing the 
1 i ne press release: "Government holds the I i ne at 7.52 percent increase in  spending ."  Three days later 
we find that the Education Estimates g iven to us. on which that is based, are not accurate. In fact, 
there is added to it another near $20 mi llion, that these Estimates here are out by, approximat ely $ 1 8  
mi llion, a close to two percent d i fference, which ind icates that the total increase i n  the Provincial 
Budget is not 7.5 percent but is closer to 9.5 percent. 

Wel l ,  M r. Chai rman, talk ing about getting out of it what you want to get out of it, we had in that 
three day period - the government u pped its estimates of spend ing by an amount which is the 
equivalent of close to two percent of the total Provincial Budget. 

Mr. Chairman , on the heels of that we have another press release by the government saying that 
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the ratio is going to be changed from one and 28 to one and 23 for elementary. Another well intended 
to bring credit to the government announcement that they are, a l l  of a sudden, going tn solve tile 
basic problem of too large a size of classroom. So we get another head l ine and it seems that there is 
two or three days period of grace and then we start getting the facts of l ife. We start getting the truth 
and the truth of the matter is that what has happened is that the admin istration grants are pul led out at 
the back door as the the same time one and 23 ratio goes in the front door. So it takes two or three 
days to d igest it and after you calculate it you find out that the d ifference is not a bit substantive. 

So let me look at a typical school d ivision, Mr. Chairman, and ask if this is not correct. In a typical 
school d ivision we have elementary students numbering 2,800, secondary students number 1 ,000. 
By the old formula there wou ld be 1 00 elementary teachers, grants covering them - 28 into 2,800 
g ives rough ly 1 00 - the secondary 1 ,000, with 23; resource teachers grant 8, et cetera 2, 
superintendent 1 ,  for a total basic number covered by grant of 1 55.  But there was a one and ten 
formula that gave to the d ivision an additional ten percent teacher count for their purposes. You add 
ten percent times 1 55 which g ives you 1 5, 1 6-teachers; you add it together you get a total of 1 71 .  That 
is under the old system. Total number of teachers authorized and covered by g rants, to that d ivision 
1 71 that are covered accord ing ly by g rants. 

Under the new system, we've got one and 23, you take the same number, add the elementary and 
secondary together, it comes out to 3,800 divided by 23, we get a total of 1 65 plus, say 1 66 count; we 
sti l l  get 8 resou rce teachers, 2 et cetera, 1 superintendent, the total count comes to 1 77 but there are 
no additional one and ten count for admin istration . The total now comes to 1 77 compared to the old 
at 1 71 .  In  other words, Mr. Chairman , the d ivision is almost the same place as it was before this 
announcement. l t  in  no way increased the ratio of elementary students by anything l i ke the ratio of 28 
over 23. lt is not even near. As a matter of fact, Mr.  Chairman, if you go through some of the other 
d ivisions you wi l l  find stories that are much more g laring in terms of the lack of any change that has 
been brought about by this announcement. 

Mr. Chairman , I take exception to the Min ister of Education saying that the Member for Bran don 
West, or any other member, wi l l  take and do what he wants to with the numbers, that's up  to h im .  I take 
exception to the government attempting to m i lk all the pol itical ju ice it can out of an announcement 
one day, f inding out two days later that it is not accurate at a l l .  Then we get a second announcement 
on the heels of it that is supposed ly going to bring about a long-sought change by the school 
d ivisions and the teachers, by changing the ratio from one and 28 to one and 23, only to f ind out that 
the admin istration grants have been pul led out and, as a resu lt, the net change is going to be very very 
minor in terms of the number of teachers covered by the provincial grants. Mr. Chairman, if there's 
anything happen ing here it's g i ld ing of the l i ly by the government. First of all in  announcing a 7.5 
percent increase in budget which - it goes up in two or three days. Secondly, coming out g i ld ing the 
l i ly again by stating that 

this ratio is going to marked ly increase the situation in the elementary schools. And then f inal ly 
now, today, having the Min ister say, "but that is our goal ;  that is what we want to see in the 
classroom ." Wel l ,  who doesn't want to say a one and 23 or one and 20 count i n  the classroom? Who 
doesn't? That's not the question. The q uestion is, that's to be pointed at this government, is that how 
can you stand up and announce a program that is as important to the school d ivision as this - going 
from one in 28 to one in 23 and then find, in  fact, pu l l ing out the admin istration g rant so that it turns 
out to be noth ing of the kind. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, the speech by the Member for Riel is one that I must respond to 
by saying that the per pupi l  authorization now i n  1 977 - the teacher authorizations, I 'm sorry, the 
authorized number of teachers this year under the new scheme is 1 0,280 The projected enrolment 
and, as the member knows, he was the Min ister of Education , he knows the enrolments vary - the per 
pupil enrolments are 216 ,000. On the basis then of enrolment and the authorized number of teachers 
under the grants' formula we are proposing,  the ratio is 21 to 1 .  

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Chairman, I wonder if the Min ister cou ld attempt to answer the questions that 
were raised . Now he has raised a new one. The number of teachers authorized in the province are 
1 0,000 odd .  I ask h im ,  does that include the old 10 percent provision for additional authorized 
teachers? And what is the estimated total count under the new scheme where the additional 
authorized teacher grants are being withdrawn? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, the figure I just gave is the total number of authorized teachers, 
period. That's the question that he asked and that's the answer. 

MR. CRAIK: Mr. Chairman, I ask the M i nister then to answer the question: does the one in ten 
g rant for add itional authorized teachers get inc luded in his figure? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I don't know if the Member for Riel was here when we d iscussed 
this the other day. I don't th ink he was frankly, and I don't raise that as any criticism, I know that he 
and other members can't always be here al l the time. But we did d iscuss this issue and I was 
attempting to point out to h im then that if you reduce the ratio to 1 in 23, there was need to continue a 
capping and the ten percent f igure, of course, is a capping figu re, that's what it is. lt says i n  effect to 

640 



Monday, March 1 4, 1 977 

d ivisions: we wi l l  pay ten percent of the authorized number of teacher grants for administrative 
personnel .  That's the intention of that. What we've done is change from that capping to a capping 
based on a per pupi l  enrolment so that the number of grants that we wi l l  pay for these personnel 
mentioned in  my letter wil l  be based on the per pupil basis and the letter that went to a l l  the chairm en 
of boards and was d istributed to the media and went to a l l  sen ior admin istrative personnel i n  the 
d ivisions said, "As in the past, add itional salary grant al lowances wi l l  be provided for pr incipals, vice­
principals, g u idance counsel lors and other admin istrative instructional personnel .  The maximum 
number of  al lowances wi l l  be sl ightly larger than in  1 976. These al lowances wi l l  . .  - ." - I w ish the 
Member for R iel wou ld l isten to this, I 'm sorry that he has to converse with h is leader and the Mem ber 
for Morris but - "  . . .  these al lowances w i l l  be determined on a pup i l  enrolment basis rather than on 
the basis of ten percent of the number of authorized teachers." 

Now, when the Member for Riel was - you know, I don't know whether he heard that debate or not 
and I d id read out at the time, a couple of days ago, the salary grants that are paid to admin istrative 
people, those remain the same. The amou nt of money paid for a principal ,  a vice-principal ,  etc. 
remains the same. What we've done instead is say, instead of ten percent, we' l l  put it on a per pup i l  
basis. That's perfectly straight-forward. 

MR. CRAIK: Well I th ink we' re probably gett ing to the answer, Mr. Chairman . The M i n ister is 
saying in effect then that the ten percent added before were classroom teachers. The ten percent 
additional authorized teachers before were in his mind considered to be c lassroom teachers. 

MR. TURNBULL: Well I said that the ten percent was a cap, a cap on the number of admin istrative 
grants that the department wou ld pay for. The ten percent figu re was based on the number of 
authorized teachers, it was ten percent of the number of authorized teachers and if there were 1 00 
authorized teacher grants based on the old ratio of 1 to 28, 1 to 23, it came out to 1 00, then there wou ld 
be ten grants for admin istrative person nel. Those grants were paid on the basis of the person with the 
h ighest qual ifications, that's what we paid it  on. I think that was the case when he was M in ister of 
Education and we paid it on that basis. What we've done now is instead of saying ten percent of 1 00 to 
g ive us ten admin istrative g rants, we're saying that with - wel l ,  I don't know, if we take a hypothetical 
figure of a number of pupi ls, and we're saying there's so-many pupi ls, whatever it i s- 2,000 pupi ls ­
take the number of pupi ls and we' re saying,  if the d ivision has so many pupi ls then with in  a particular 
range of pupi ls, we wil l  pay a grant for admin istrative personnel.  Now that's what we're doing so we're 
just real ly moving from one type of capping to another and certainly I never bel ieved nor d id I convey 
the i mpression that the ten percent figure was the number of authorized teachers. Qu ite the reverse. 
The ten percent was based - let me put it a d ifferent way - the base for the ten percent was the 
number of authorized teacher g rants. That's the way i t  used to be. it 's now on a per pupil  basis. it's a 
l ittle s impler by the way, it's a l ittle simp ler calculation now than it used to be. 

MR. CRAIK: Wel l ,  Mr. Chai rman , with the withdrawal of the admin istration grants then, that 
resulted from tak ing the ten percent, it all boils down to then looking at the amount of number of 
dol lars that are going to go to a school division and when you look at that, whether you look at it i n  
terms of numbers of teachers upon which the dol lars are based o r  numbers of dol lars based o n  some 
other formu la, it's what comes out on the bottom l i ne  that counts and if some d ivisions under this new 
calcu lation are in fact either going to get no i ncrease at all or may get a reduction or w i l l  get a very 
smal l - l ike in this particular case I quote, "they get the equ ivalent of a factor times 1 71 under the 
older factor, the same factor times 1 77 in the new" - which brings you out to rough ly the same 
position. Now if in their d iscretion they decide to reduce the number of students per c lassroom, per 
teacher, at the i r  d iscretion, there wi l l  be some benefit but they' l l  only be able to do that if, in fact, they 
can take it out of their admin istrative costs and that's what it boi ls  down to. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I don't th ink that the school d ivisions are going to operate that 
way. The other point I th ink the Member for Riel should keep in m ind is that the reduction in the pupi l­
teacher ratio recogn izing as it d id an outstanding problem of many years standing,  is only one l i ne in  
a $23 m i l l ion package. l t  is approximately $2  m i l l ion of  the $23 m i l l ion . The d ivisions are gett ing,  i f  
you want to look at  the bottom l ine and I th ink it's i mportant that we do that, i f  you look at  the bottom 
l ine, we have gone through the whole grants package, you see that these d ivisions are coming up 
with a good deal more money. These d ivisions are coming up with a good deal more money, most of 
them, than was the case before. Now the Member for Riel l i kely saw f igures l i ke this before, you know. 
There's the Foundation Program. Under it, salaries are $80 m i l l ion ; maintenance, admin istration 
supply $22 m i l l ion; transportation $13 m i l l ion; capital, buses $2.4 m i l l ion ; debt servicing $25 m i l l ion; 
other $7.5 m i l l ion ; print  and non-print, etc . ,  a l l  the way down; vocational pupil $3.2 m i l l ion;  per pup i l  
$27 m i l l ion and so i t  goes. Then we get  to the next page which is Other Grants and the main th ing 
there is the equal ization g rant at $ 1 8  m i l l ion and it's through the equal ization g rant and the per  pup i l  
grant in  particu lar the transportation grant that many of these d ivisions, when you look at  the bottom 
l ine, are going to find that they are in a much better position now than they were before this package 
was i ntroduced . 

MR. CRAIK: A final question, M r. Chairman. Does the Minister confirm that there wi l l  be 
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supplementary estimates presented to cover someth ing in the order of $ 1 8  m i l l ion? 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, there wi l l  be supplementary estimates presented to cover 

approximately $7 mi l l ion.  I gave those f igures in the House the other day, too. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: Resol ution SO(a) . The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, we've had q u ite a good discussion about the effects inferred and 

practical of the add itional support for the d ivisions through the Department of Education's increased 
appropriations. The M inister has said that this is recogn izing the importance of elementary 
education. Now he is an experienced teacher and he knows what the classroom counts can be even 
though the teacher g rants are calcu lated on a theoretical optimum 23 to 1 basis. Perhaps it wou ld  
clear the a i r  and make it more understandable for the committee and for the publ ic if the  Min ister 
wou ld say, you know, in his practical experience and in view of the responses and the calculations 
that have been made on the effects of the additional g rants, does he real ly believe that there wi l l  be 
any substantial alteration in the elementary classroom counts? Now, I know he's going to get up and 
say, that's for the d ivisions to decide, that he has provided a formula and it recognizes the importance 
of elementary education .  But we don't think that there is going to be any real practical substantial 
change. Now if the M in ister has an alternative view, then he should state it and we would like to know 
from him in a simple and d i rect way, whether there wi l l  be in h is estimation a substantial change i n  the 
elementary classroom count as a result of this latest announcement and additional support. 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, I wou l d  expect that the d ivisional personnel admin istering 
school d ivisions wil l  fol low the d i rection pointed by the Department of Education.  

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resol ution SO(a) . The Honourable Member for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: Mr. Chairman, I accept that the Minister doesn't wish to say: yes, he does bel ieve 

there wi l l  or no, he doesn't. He is simply making a general ized statement which is in keeping with the 
original statements so I have no alternative but to accept that. 

I was intending to go to a sl ightly d ifferent topic and if the Member for Fort Garry intended to 
pursue the question of pupi l-teacher ratios, I would defer to h im,  however, if not, I wi l l  continue and 
ask a question which relates to the k ind of support we get through the Fiscal Arrangements Act and 
it's partly a post-secondary educational grant but it applies to the public school system and the 
Department of Education because it affects Grade 12 students. I am interested in f inding out and I am 
sure the committee wou ld  l ike to know, how much money has been received or is receivable for 
Grade 12 students in both the public and in private schools in  Man itoba, that is, how much money is 
receivable in  respect to those students i n  Grade 1 2, public schools and private schools in  Man itoba 
from the Federal Government as post-secondary g rants? I th ink ,  Mr. Chairman, the M i n ister 
understands the area of the question and I know it relates to the Fiscal Arrangements Act and the 
support from the Federal Government relating to post-secondary but since we do provide G rade 1 2  
i n  the secondary school system i n  Manitoba, some of this money appl ies there and perhaps the 
Min ister can tel l  us how much he's getting and how the money is used and distributed . 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, there w i l l  be exceed ingly great d ifficulty i n  getting that figu re 
because apparently, for various admin istrative accounting problems at the Federal Government, 
they are two years beh ind in paying us. So there is that problem, however, on somebody else's 
Estimates, either the Estimates of the Department of Continuing Education and Manpower or those 
of Finance, the Min istry at that time cou ld l i kely provide the information but we don't have it and 
apparently it  wi l l  be d ifficult to get for the reasons I have just mentioned. 

MR. McGILL: Wel l ,  the precise amount then is not obtainable for this current year. You have it for 
one or two years in the past. Can you g ive me some indication of how the money is d istributed in 
terms of the publ ic schools and the private schools and the Grade 12 students that are presumably 
going to be the recip ients of the benefits that occur from this support for post-secondary education? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman , it is my understanding that every, well not every but v i rtual ly 
every amount of money that comes from the Federal Government or indeed from various sources 
goes into the consol idated revenue of the Province of Man itoba and then it is, you know, from there it 
finds its way into my budget for the Department of Education and into the g rant supports program. 
There is no sort of ear-marking of the money as it goes through and this is one such process of 
accounting . Money comes from the Federal Government on a g lobal basis, goes i nto consol idated 
revenues and out of that pot comes the money for the various programs outl i ned here. That's the way 
it's done. 

MR. McGILL: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, how would the Minister ensure that G rade 12 pupi ls in  private 
school system, for instance, would receive what would be a reasonable and equ itable share of this 
support? If he says the money is coming from the Federal Government, going i nto general revenues 
and eventual ly into the programs of the Department of Education, how does he ensure, and I am sure 
he would wish to ensure that private schools would get their fair share based upon their pupi l  count in  
g rade 12 as compared with the publ ic school system? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister of  Education.  
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, the answer to that q uestion is not one that I can easi ly provide. 

642 



Monday, March 1 4, 1 977 

Maybe the Member for Riel has just g iven the Member for Brandon West the answer there in that 
piece of paper. But, you know, it's l i ke saying,  how do we make sure that every working woman in the 
province gets an equal share of the revenue raised by sales tax? How do you do that? That is not 
something that can be easi ly answered . But I don't have, as I say, a ready answer for that particular 
question . 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Brandon West. 
MR. McGILL: I th ink  the analogy, Mr.  Chairman, that the Min ister uses is not qu ite apt in this case 

of sales tax al locations. Here is a grant that is based upon grade 1 2  students in the system and, 
presumably, the Federal Government wants to provide some of the cost of their education. My 
question simply was, how does the M in ister who accepts those grants and is responsible to assure, 
presumably, that the money goes for the purposes that it was intended or does he have any concern 
about the percentage al location between his own education system and those that are being put 
through that stage of their education by a private system? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman, the Member for Brandon West raises a val id  issue for concern by 
my Min istry and certain ly, you know, I wi l l  be d i recting the department to see what assurance it has 
had over the past that the money is d istributed in  an equ itable way to the people that the Member for 
Brandon West is talking about. The point, though,  you know, is rap idly becoming an academic one. I 
don't know whether the Member for Brandon West knows this or not, he presumably doesn't, but for 
1 977-78, which is the fiscal year for which these estimates are covering, there wi l l  be no federal 
support as the agreement ends on March 31 , 1 977, it ends at the end of this month. So I can get h im 
the information that he  wants, but i t  apparently w i l l  have no relevance for the  future, but  that's f ine, I 
wi l l  take staff time to find h im an answer for h is question. 

MR. McGILL: Mr. Chai rman, is the Min ister suggesting  that because the present Act term inates at 
the end of this month, hat there wi l l  be no further support for post-secondary education from the 
Federal Government? 

MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chai rman, that is the imp l ication of the answer that I gave. I have indicated , 
and I th ink the Fi rst Min ister and others have ind icated that the Federal Government is w ithdrawing 
support for a l l  k inds of programs. Now the precise nature of those negotiations I am not a party to, but 
that is the advice that I have at the moment, as I stated to h im earlier. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Fort Garry. 
MR. SHERMAN: Thank you , M r. Chairman, I have a couple of questions I'd l ike to ask the M in ister. 

I recogn ize that it's pretty close to adjournment hou r for the Committee and we may not be able to get 
very far into them unti l  eight o'clock but one th ing I wanted to ask the M in ister was relevant to an 
answer that he was g iving some twenty m inutes or half an hour ago at some length to the Member for 
Brandon West. He may have covered the grou nd but I was interrupted by a conversation at the t ime 
and I wanted to ask h im about the schedu le of teacher g rants with respect to teachers and demands 
and needs of students precisely in  the area of music, art, home economics, industrial arts, that field to 
which the Man itoba Association of School Trustees has referred from time to time in their 
submissions. The M in ister is wel l  aware that the MAST has strenuously proposed that it ,  -
( Interjection)- the MAST the Manitoba Association of School Trustees, yes, has proposed q u ite 
strenuously that in the ir view that inadequacies in the foundation program have made it impossible 
for schools to meet the needs and demands of students and parents and the community in  those 
areas of instruction - m usic, art, industrial arts, that sort of th ing,  and I wanted to ask h im whether 
any change was under way or contemplated in  the grant schedu le and program that wou ld  perm it a 
wider number of teachers in those categories to be accepted on a grant authorization basis? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister of Education . 
MR. TURNBULL: Mr. Chairman , this question really strikes at the core of our decentral ized 

structure of education . I have been fol lowing the pol icy that has been evolved over the last 50 years or 
so in Manitoba. That pol icy is one which has encouraged local d ivisions to mainta in autonomy and 
has bee� a pol icy wh ich enables d ivisions to make decisions on their own hook, so to speak. What he 
is suggesting is that there be various categorical g rants set aside I assume, for these purposes of 
h i ring musicians and whatnot and that - 1 don't want to evade the question - but it is a matter I real ly 
wi l l  have to take under consideration because the thrust of the question today has been to the effect 
that, even though the Department of Education has shown leadership and d i rection with the 
reduction of the teacher-pupi l  ratio, that indeed d ivisions wi l l  not follow that leadersh ip .  l f that proves 
to be the case, then,  of course, the total review of the educational grant system wi l l  have to be 
undertaken with, perhaps, a move away from the per pupi l  grant and the g rants that are g iven to 
d ivisions to use the money whichever way they want and towards these categorical g rants that the 
Member for Fort Garry seems to be i mplying are necessary. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order p lease. The hour being 4:30 i n  accordance with our Rule 1 9(2) of our 
House Ru les, I am interrupting the proceed ings of the Com m ittee for Private Members's Hour and 
shal l  return to the Chair at 8 p .m.  this even ing.  
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ESTIMATES - AG RICULTU RE 
MR. CHAIRMAN, Mr. D. James Walding(st. Vital): Order, p lease. Order, p lease. We h ave a 

quorum, gentlemen , the committee wi l l  come to order. I d i rect the attention of honourable members 
to Page 7 in thei r  Estimates Book, Resolution 14 Marketing {b) Man itoba Marketing Board : { 1 )  
Salaries. The Honourable Member for G ladstone. 

MR JAMES R. FERGUSON: Thank you ,  Mr. Chairman. I have a couple of questions I 'd l i ke to ask 
the Min ister and the first would  be how many producers were reg istered under the Man itoba M i l k  
Producers Marketing Board, and the Man itoba Beef Producers Income Assurance Plan? 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister. 
HONOURABLE SAMUEL USKIW{Lac du Bonnet): Wel l  in the Income Assurance Plan it's roug h ly 

6,400 and rough ly 1 ,700 to the Mi lk  Producers Marketing Board . 
MR. FERGUSON: How many bal lots were mai led to these ind ividuals, to do with the Marketing 

Beef Board? 
MR. USKIW: I have no idea. 
MR. FERGUSON: Wel l then could the M in istertel l  me how many bal lots were returned because of 

i ne l ig ib i l ity. 
MR. USKIW: Well there were a number of registrations that were denied because of that question . 

Now, I don 't know how many. We cou ld get that information from the Retu rn ing Offices thoug h,  it's 
no prob lem. 

MR. FERGUSON: The Min ister is saying that we can f ind out how many bal lots were mai led out to 
each one of these ind ividual g roups and we can f ind what the ine l ig ib i l ity return on them was, can 
we? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  fi rst of a l l ,  the procedure is that you determine e l ig ib i l ity before you mai l  the 
bal lot so the Return ing Officer had to go through all of the reg istrations in  order to m ake that 
determination. Whatever names were struck off were struck off at that time, after which the ballots are 
mai led out and those are all supposed to be e l ig ible voters. The question real ly should be how m any 
names were struck off the registration l ist. 

MR. FERGUSON: That's the one I was coming to. 
MR. USKIW: That I can get. I have no idea. 
MR. FERGUSON: I wou ld appreciate if the M in ister wou ld g ive me that Cou ld I ask when the . 
MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, I might interject here. I bel ieve out of a l l  of the registrations, there 

were someth ing in the order of 400 that were denied ,  out of the total .  And that's a rough estimate. That 
could vary fifty one way or the other. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Gladstone. 
MR. FERGUSON: Then the M inister w i l l  supply us with the information as . . .  
MR. USKIW: We can get the precise data, if you wish. 
MR. FERGUSON: Okay, I 'd appreciate that. The next question I'd ask is when is the count started 

on the bal lots? 
MR. USKIW: lt shou ld start on the 1 7th - Wel l ,  I'm not sure if the count itself wi l l  start on the 1 7th 

because there is a procedure that wil l take some time. Physically it's just i mpossible to count that 
many in a short period so they have to go through the registrations fi rst. That is each envelope has to 
be checked against the registered l ist, after which the outside envelope is thrown away and the ballot 
is d ropped into a box. So it may take three days or maybe even more, before that is a l l  done. But it w i l l  
start on  the 1 7th , I bel ieve. 

MR. FERGUSON: And the announcement is to be made on the 1 8th , or just whenever the count is  
completed . 

MR. USKIW: Whenever it's complete. 
MR. FERGUSON: Okay, thank you , Mr.  Chairman. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Bi rtle-Russel l .  
MR. HARRY E. GRAHAM: M r. Chairman, when is  the dead l ine for receiving the bal lots? 
MR. USKIW: There is no dead l ine on receiving the bal lots. There was a dead l ine on the postmark 

which was to be the 1 1 th, which was last Friday. 
MR. GRAHAM: At m idn ight, was it? 
MR. USKIW: Postmarked on the 1 1 th, yes. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Lakeside. 
MR. HARRY J. ENNS: Mr. Chairman, before we leave the item of marketing on the Minister's 

Esti mates, I want to make another general observation with respect to that favourite subject of 
marketing boards, and ask whether the Min ister has either avai lable at h is f ingert ips the information 
that I request, or at least to serve as notice on the Min ister that he m ight avai l  h imself of this 
information . 

Not having that specific information in front of me, it is nonetheless my bel ief that, in general 
terms, if we were to check at the t ime of the equation of any of our marketing board agencies, or most 
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of them,  in any event, that we would f ind that there were X number of producers involved as could be 
substantiated by the first registration of a vote, for i nstance. lt has b�en establ ished now, to some 
extent, how many people are el igible or active in the beef industry, for instance. Simi larly, years ago it 
was establ ished, for instance, that we had some 600 registered people that were growing potatoes at 
the time of the fi rst potato vote - ten ,  fifteen years ago. 

If  you follow the h istoric pattern that market ing boards seem to take, that within relatively short 
order you have a pretty drastic and serious decl ine i n  the numbers of p roducers participating in that 
particular commod ity g roup; that the production of the commod ity is essentially fallen i nto the hands 
of a fairly smal l ,  efficent no doubt, large producers. I 'm told that the figure, for i nstance, for potato 
production, if we take that route that I just suggested back to the years '62 or '63 when we first had a 
vote among potato producers, we had some s ix, seven hundred,in that area, people actively engaged 
in the production of potatoes in the province; whereas it's my i nformation now that there are some 
forty registered potato growers under the Man itoba Vegetable Marketing Board. I recogn ize that i n  
that number, of course, there may well b e  add itional producers who b y  contract sales are sel l ing  
outside of  the board. I also appreciate the fact that one wou ld have to be careful to  examine, you 
know to make it fair ,  those potato growers four acres and under aren't necessarily registered with the 
board right now. 

But in  general, the terms that I make is that I am not at all convinced, Mr. Chai rman, that certain ly 
one of the very basic concepts and goals of marketing boards, which is to ensure the protection of the 
l ittle producer, protection of the l ittle guy, that they are in fact function ing that way. 

I th ink that if we examine marketing boards, not j ust in this jurisd iction but across the country, if 
we look at what has happened under the m arketing leg islation in Ontario, when we look at what 
marketing legislation has done to the tobacco industry in Ontario and other places, that that general 
statement seems to bear up. And in the case of cattle, it would be a very serious situation if the simi lar 
pattern were to take place; namely that because of the bureaucracy requ ired, because of the red tape 
required, because of the regulations that marketing boards impose on producers of that commodity 
that comes under their jurisdiction, in m any i nstances the small producer simply shrugs his 
shoulders and g ives up .  Certain ly that seems to have been the case, whether it i nvolves broilers, 
whether it involves the dai ry industry, whether it i nvolves the vegetable industry. I suggest, Mr.  
Chairman, that that's one aspect of agriculture that the Min ister and the government shou ld express 
some concern about; particularly this government, Mr. Chairman, that l ikes to hold itself up as a 
champion of the causes of the l ittle man and of the l ittle producer. I fail to see, in most instances, 
where the marketing boards managed to maintain the position of the small producer. 

The Min ister wi l l  respond, no doubt, by saying that marketing boards cannot in themselves revert 
some of the trends that happened in agriculture in any event. In the case of the vegetable industry, a 
lot of the land where the small producer was on has been taken over for other development, urban, 
i ndustrial , commercial development. Th is simple outflow of small producers of any agricultural 
commodity from time to time that has continued over the past number of years certain ly accounts for 
a good portion of this reduction. But I fail to see where the marketing boards that we have set up have 
in any mean ingfu l way really enhanced the position, and kept the small producer with in the 
commodity that he was once known to be successful ly, or at least to his own measure of success, 
involved in and producing it. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister. 
MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr. Chai rman , the Member for Lakeside m ade that statement last week and he 

repeats it again today. I am not going to suggest to h im at all that there's any measure of truth to what 
he is suggesting . That his analysis, in fact, is q uite wrong ; that without stabil ization the bankruptcy of 
commodity groups has been more pronounced than with orderly marketing systems that have been 
developed right across Canada. 

Now, it's true new entries are not always allowed under an organized marketing system so that 
that may be a factor but, if you look at the egg producers we had someth ing l i ke in  excess of 1 0  
thousand, perhaps 1 5  thousand, egg producers i n  this province not too long ago. But when we voted 
for the egg producers marketing board, there were only 350 left without a marketing board . We went 
from over 10 or 1 5  thousand down to 350 with hens of 500 in number and more without a market ing 
board. Okay, so that 350 are sti l l  there. But up unti l  that t ime it  was a steady d iminution of the 
industry. So real ly the logic does not hold. In fact the opposite would be argued q uite properly. 

With respect to potato production I th ink  the Member for Lakeside is using a very poor example, 
because there you had within that count - and I believe it was somewhat less than what the member 
suggests - but with in  that count were many peopfe who were not producers per se other than on a 
hobby basis, most of those numbers were workers i n  Winn ipeg or Selkirk ,  or wherever, but who 
happened to have a fairly large garden. But they were called producers for the purposes of the vote 
and so on . 

Then again,  today we have about 1 40 which are registered under the board arrangement. But 
there are numbers of producers that are not subject to board control and that we don't have a f igure 
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on, and that's those under four acres. I don't know whether it  shou ld be 200 or 300 today, or 400, I 
don't know. But it really is not a good example to argue the case that the Potato Market ing Board 
hasn't stabi l ized the industry. I n  fact the contrary is true. 

Now, to the extent that the large producer who is operating u nder the board, with respect to 
potatoes as an example, to the extent that that agency provides a price umbrel la, the one that is not 
registered benefits from it as well ,  in that to whatever level the market is improved, it is improved for 
everyone even though the smaller ones do not have to make a contribution towards that part icular 
arrangement and the cost of it .  No, I wou ld completely d ispute that analysis, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Resolution 1 4, the Honourable Member for Rock Lake. 
MR. HENRY J. EINARSON: Mr. Chairman, we have d iscussed the beef industry to a considerable 

length and now my colleague from Lakeside has been g iving some d iscussion as to our market ing 
boards covering pretty well a l l  agricultural commodities. I th ink that some of h is  comments have 
been very wel l  justified and I wou ld l ike to follow up under what is happening in the dai ry industry in 
the past year. 

I would like to ask the Minister - and I am fu lly aware that there is federal j urisdiction as wel l  as 
provincial ju risdiction insofar as our producers of mi lk  and cream are concerned - I  wou ld  l i ke to ask 
h im because of the serious problems in the past year that dairymen have faced , can he inform the 
committee as to how many farmers went out of the business of producing cream and how many have 
either reduced or gone out of the business of producing mi lk  in 1 976. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Min ister. 
MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr. Chai rman, we don't have a marketing board that is in charge of cream 

marketing in Man itoba so I can't really respond to that particular question . That has to do with federal 
subsid ies, and if the Member for Rock Lake is making the point that some people are unhappy with 
the amount of federal subsidy and therefore have gone out of business, and the al location of federal 
quota with subsidy, that's a different aspect than the question of marketing.  lt has noth ing to do with 
marketing,  it has to do more with the level of publ ic support to an industry by way of subsid ization ­
and cream subsid ies now have been with us for a long long t ime- and the level of subsidy has real ly 
determined the level of production , so it has noth ing whatever to do with marketing boards per se . 

MR. EINARSON: Mr. Chai rman, then maybe we should be d iscussing this matter further down 
through the Man itoba Marketing Board in regards to our whole dairy industry? 

MR. USKIW: No, you can d iscuss . . .  
MR. EINARSON: Wel l then, Mr.  Chai rman, I real ize the Min ister of Ag riculture signed an 

agreement with the Federal Min ister after Bi l l  C 1 76 received Royal Assent in  the House of Commons. 
The Min ister of Agricu lture saw fit to sign an agreement with the Federal Government and in this way 
locks himself in to a kind of policy that has helped create some of the d ifficulties that farmers have 
been faced with in the past year. I shou ld l ike to say to the Min ister that in the case of cream - and this 
is u nder the marketing  system - where farmers had fulf i l led their quotas, say by the end of October 
and one particular creamery in the Province of Man itoba by the end of November 25 percent of his 
customers fulf i l led their quotas, and so the q uestion was asked, if he was to del iver a can of cream in 
the fi rst week after h is quota was f i l led, what wou ld  he receive tor h is cream? The total price was $1 .04 
and the creamery manager indicated , we' l l  g ive you a cheque for four  cents a pound for your  butterfat 
and they ask , where does the other dol lar go to? The other dollar wou ld go to - and the Minister can 
correct me if I'm wrong - to the Federal Government for the Canadian Dairy Commission . That is 
what was happen ing to those cream producers. And as a result of it, Mr.  Chai rman, this particular 
creamery in the month of September 1 976 produced 20,000 pounds of butter, in  the same month a 
year earlier produced 47,000 pounds of butter. The crunch of this whole th ing is, under a marketing 
system ,  and I want to relate this, M r. Chairman, because the Min ister of Agriculture in Manitoba fu l ly 
agrees with marketing and supply management with the Min ister of Agricu lture in Ottawa. So that's 
why I tie this in .  The gentleman who was running this creamery ind icated to m e - and th is to me was 
the crunch - wh ile farmers producing cream in Man itoba were cut off because they'd fulf i l led their 
quotas this creamery had to import 50,000 pounds of butter outside the Province of Man itoba i n  order 
to fulfil! h is customers. To me, M r. Chairman, this is a sad commentary. The Minister talks about - in 
his introductory remarks - about a province and a country that has an abundance in food and we 
can't provide for those in countries that don't have it .  

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr.  Chai rman , the Member for Rock Lake is somewhat confused as to what 
pieces of leg islation these arrangements fall u nder. 

First of all ,  C 1 76 has noth ing to do  with the dairy industry whatever. Nothing at all . I 'd l i ke to 
remind the Member tor Rock Lake that the Canad ian Dairy Comm ission was set up long before C1 76, 
which has to do with poultry products, not dairy p roducts. 

The arrangement in  the Market Share Agreements between the provinces and the Government of 
Canada, the Canad ian Dairy Commission, is merely one of transferring some measure of input by 
provincial marketing agencies in the al location of quotas with in  the province which, up t i l l  that 
agreement was signed and since 1 967, was admin istered by the Canad ian Dairy Comm ission, in  
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year and contaminated that particular sh ipment of mi lk .  Wi l l  there be no p lace for that m i l k  to go o r  
wi l l  i t  sti l l  g o  to a n  industrial plant, a t  a d ifferent price? 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, that last point is someth ing that the board would have to take up but 
the board dec ision, and they gave notice of this two years ago, was that they would not accept Class 
B m i lk  after September of 1 977. 

MR. BLAKE: Under no cond itions? 
MR. USKIW: Wel l  they d idn't say that. They said that they wou ld want to graduate everyone i nto a 

Class A sh ipper and that they gave a two-year notice so that those who were B shippers could 
upgrade their fac i l ities in order to be reclassified by September of 1 977. So, assuming they are going 
to be on target, the only remain ing question would be whether there would be special provision for a 
temporary problem and that is someth ing the board wi l l  have to make a decision on.  

For the benefit of members who are terrib ly excited about the quota reduction for 1 976 production 
in  the industrial m i l k  f ield, it m ight be interest ing for you to know that despite the cutback in  quotas 
that our production was 249 m i l l ion pounds i n  1 975 and 247 in 1 976. So it is real ly a very marg inal 
cutback that was ach ieved in  1 976, it is insign if icant actually. 

MR. BLAKE: M r. Chai rman, I just wondered, in  view of my remarks on the particular i ndustry in 
our area that is important to the economy of our one large town in  the area, Minnedosa, - they m ake 
an excel lent qual ity of butter there and the awards that they have won over the years at the Royal Fai r  
in  Toronto and various other shows where they have shown thei r butter product, the number o f  red 
ribbons that they have accum ulated over the years attests to the qual ity of thei r product. Could the 
Min ister conf irm to this committee that, as far as he is aware, there is no motive or no idea of clos ing 
off the cream quotas to cause plants of this nature to cease operations? 

MR. USKIW: No, Mr. Chai rman , the Canad ian Dairy Commission's pol icy is wel l known to 
producers across Canada and there is no i ntent to, as I understand the i r  pol icy, to close down 
creameries. But one has to reflect upon what has been happen ing s ince 1 941 at least, that I have 
statistics on - in 1 941 Man itoba produced 31 m i l l ion pounds of creamery butter; i n  1 961 i t  was down 
to 25 m i l l ion; in 1 969 it was down to 17 m i l l ion; 15 m i l l ion in  1 970; 13 in 1 971 ; 13 in  1 972; 1 2  in  1 973; 1 0  
i n  1 974; and 1 0  i n  1 975. So, you know, I don't know whether the members i n  the opposition want to 
fu l ly appreciate those statistics but that has been the history of the cream industry in this province for 
three decades. lt was a h istory of decl in ing production of butter through cream sh ipments as 
opposed to through shipments of industrial m i l k  to butter powder p lants. There has been a major 
sh ift take p lace in the way in  which farmers sh ip their  dairy products in  a th i rty year period . 

MR. BLAKE: I thank the Min ister for his answer but I wonder if he m ight have the f igures at h is 
fingertips also of how much the consumption of margarine went up d u ring those same years. 

MR. USKIW: I am afraid I do not have that. 
MR. BLAKE: lt is a fact of l ife that margarine is becoming very very popular and butter is becom ing 

less popular. 
MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, these figures do not relate to the question of consumption. They 

relate to the fact that we have had less and less cream shippers each year, that is what they relate to. 
We have had more m i lk  shipped to industrial p lants as opposed to cream. 

MR. BLAKE: I wou ld suggest that that fol lows because it is a much neater operation to sh ip 
industrial m i lk than i t  is to sh ip cream. There is no question about that at  a l l .  Certa in ly the smal l 
producer was at a d isadvantage under the dairy pol icy so he naturally went out of business or went 
into m i lk  sh ipment. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 

MR. USKIW: M r. Chairman, I thi n k  the Member for Minnedosa wou ld  appreciate another f igure 
and that g ives h im the fu l l  picture of what took p lace. In 1 961 we had 551 ,000 pounds of cheese 
produced in Manitoba; in 1 969 we had 3.2 m i l l ion; in 1 975 we produced 1 0  m i l l ion pounds of cheese. 
So, you know, when you talk about a sh ift away from creameries, that's your  picture, Mr. Chairman. 
The farmers have chosen the area wh ich rewards them best. 

MR. BLAKE: . . . free enterprisers. 
MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Mem ber for Pembina. 
MR. HENDERSON: Mr. Chai rman, I would l i ke to talk  about dairy quotas and how they are 

transferred now. Last fal l  I was talk ing to a person who was trying  to sell h is  farm which was equ ipped 
as a very modern dairy and had very n ice faci l ities. The person who wanted to buy it wanted to be able 
to get the dairy quota with it, or  the m i l k  quota whichever you want to cal l  it , and he could n't be 
guaranteed that he wou ld get the quota if he bought the farm so, as a result of that, this man couldn't 
sell h is farm. 

I am just wondering, what is the pol icy there. Cou l d  he not have bought that land and got the quota 
with it? I mean bought that operation that is set up. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister. 
MR. USKIW: The mi lk  quota or the transfer of it has to be approved by the board , so that a person 

has to receive approval before one would want to make that k ind of investment. In other words, it is to 
do away with the quota val ues attaching themselves - wel l  hopefu l ly so - to control the values of 
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quotas in the transfer process. If  a quota automatically went with a herd or faci l ities, then we would 
sti l l  have the problem of high capital costs relating to the quotas and since the quotas are g iven away 
free whenever they are avai lable, by the board , it makes no sense to al low anyone to capital ize on 
those quotas. So the board has to give approval on the transfer. One cannot just sel l quotas as one 
may have thought they could have some years ago. 

MR. HENDERSON: By the same token, if a man was sel l ing an operation which was set up as a 
dairy, and he was sel l ing it to someone who wanted to go i nto the dairy business, he wou ldn't buy it if 
he d idn't know he cou ld get a quota and there is no way of knowing that he could get a q uota before 
he became the owner of this property. As a result of th is, th is person lost his sale. Here is where your 
quota interfered with a sale. If they could have assu red h im,  it wou ldn't have upped the amount, he 
would have just carried on with the same herd and this fel low wou ld have been able to make a sale. 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  I am not fam i l iar with the particular circumstances. My understanding is that 
there is no problem in that kind of a situation.  

MR. HENDERSON: You are very fami l iar with the circumstances, you were in h is  yard talking to 
h im.  

MR. USKIW: Then I am not sure. I have been in so many yards, Mr.  Chairman, I don't know who it is  
the Member for Pembina is  al luding to. 

MR. HENDERSON: I am referring to a man just west of Souris. 
MR. USKIW: I know there is a gentleman that - I  think I spoke to someone there, yes - and he had 

ind icated to me what he thought was the pol icy and as I recall it, after my explanation, he was 
satisfied with the explanation . 

MR. HENDERSON: He was anyth ing but satisfied. 
MR. USKIW: Not to my recol lection. 
MR. HENDERSON: He was anyth ing but satisfied with the th ing.  
MR. USKIW: I believe, Mr. Chairman, that the gentleman was completely unaware of the 

procedures and that was his problem at the time. 
MR. HENDERSON: Oh no, when he became aware of the fact that h is sale couldn't go through 

because you wouldn 't g ive this other man a quota, he was aware of the problem that he was in .  On top 
of that there had been a quota cutback and then you i ncreased at that t ime - it was increased to 
people down the road who had a loan from you people and he never got any quota. 

MR. USKIW: Well, Mr. Chairman, the Member for Pembina keeps saying you and, you know, the 
department doesn't do any of that. The M il k  Producers Marketing Board is in charge of the q uotas, 
not the Department of Agricu lture. So, when he keeps saying you , I want to point out to h im that it 
isn't the department. 

MR. HENDERSON: I g ive the Min ister credit for - I  should be g iving h im credit for being on top of 
everyth i ng in his department and if som ething is going on in that department which isn't right, I am 
sure that either one way or another it is brought to your attention before very long. l n  this case you d id 
have a talk with that particular individual and he couldn't go through with his sale because he couldn't 
transfer his quota to the fellow who wanted to buy it. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, the only thing that the regulations suggest is  that quotas are not a 
saleable item. If the individual wants to sell q uota rights, he wou ld be in violation of the regulation.  
That is the only provision which protects the publ ic interest. 

A MEMBER: What protects the individuals? 
MR. HENDERSON: What was protecting that ind ividual . . .  
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. I would remind the honou rable member he should d i rect his 

remarks to the Chai r and not to another member d i rectly. The Honourable Member for Pembina. 
MR. HENDERSON: What about that fel low's rights though,  about sel l ing h is farm and letting this 

fellow carry on? You are forgetting about h im.  
MR. USKIW: Mr.  Chairman, provid ing a person is not  attempting to sell quota, there shou ld be no 

problem. There have been a number of transactions in the last year where farms have been sold and 
quotas have been al located but not by way of the sale of a quota, but by way of approval of the board 
for the transfer of the quota. 

MR. HENDERSON: Couldn't the man in this case have got approval from the board that whoever 
bought that piece of land could have his m i lk  quota? 

MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  Mr. Chairman, that would be the most rid icu lous proposition because then 
what we would have is a situation where a govern ing body, deriving its authority from the State or 
from the Crown , wou ld hand someone a value for noth ing,  which would then be traded in the 
marketplace at some huge capital gain.  

A MEMBER: What do you do with a l iq uor l icence in a hotel? 
MR. USKIW: Wel l ,  M r. Chai rman, the Member for Minnedosa says, "What do you do with a l iquor 

l icence in a hotel ."  
A MEMBER: A mach ine agency. 
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MR. USKIW: I recal l  the debate . . .  
MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. The remark was out of order and the subject matter is out of order 

too. 
MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman , q uota values or l icence values are someth ing that have been debated 

for some time and the members of the opposition have made a big point about making sure that the 
cost of milk to the consumer is not unreasonable and therefore we must not impose u pon them these 
huge bureaucratic burdens. Wel l ,  to impose a quota value on m i l k  produ ction which has to then be 
extracted through the consumer price and bottled mi lk ,  is a horrendous proposition.  Because in 
essence what you are doing is a l lowing the sel l ing of a privi lege wh ich was g iven to you by the Crown 
for nothing, a privi lege which doesn't belong to the ind ividual in the first p lace. 

MR. HENDERSON: M r. Chairman, this . . .  
MR. USKIW: Don't complain about the price of m i l k  and you tel l  me the air l ines do it every day. 
MR. HENDERSON: Mr. Chairman, this was happeni ng at a time when there was a surp lus on the 

market. He was not getting an extra price on account of the quota. The man who was buying the farm 
which had the hay sheds and the mi lk  cooler and a l l  the m i lk ing mach ines, was just taking over these 
things and he wasn't real ly getting an extra price tor his l ivestock at a l l .  But this man d idn 't want to 
buy this property if he d idn 't th ink he cou ld get a quota. That was the point. So you were denying h im 
the  right to sell h is farm because the fel low who was coming in wou ldn't know he cou ld get a quota. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, I don't know what happened in that particular situation and whether 
that farm was sold or wasn't sold. I wou ld  tell my friend,  the Member for Pembina, that if that situation 
has not been resolved he should take it up with the Mi lk Producers Marketing Board. They are the 
ones who wi l l  make that decision. 

MR. HENDERSON: I n  this particular case the sale was held up on account of this. That man talked 
to you, you were in h is yard and he d id  not go ahead with his sale but he d id  go ahead in Souris and 
worked as hard as he cou ld for the Conservative people to put you out of power. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, the Member for Pembina may have a l l  the fun he wishes in that regard .  
The fact i s  that i t  i s  not m y  intent t o  d ictate t o  the board o n  the al location o f  quotas. There are 
regu lations that are in effect that govern the operations of the board and as long as they are in  
compl iance with those regu lations they have that responsib i l ity and they m ust carry it out. Now, i f  
there is a complaint, that complaint goes to  the Manitoba Marketing Board wh ich  is the supervisory 
agency and it is sorted out. Now, as tar as I am concerned , th is particu lar ind ividual or any ind ividual 
should go through those channels. They should not get a quota al location by appeal ing  to the 
Min ister of Agricu lture because he doesn't hand out quotas. 

MR. HENDERSON: I suggest that it sounds qu ite possible the way you say it but, you know, this 
fel low came up, who was going to buy this dairy, from Ontario and when this a l l  happened he just ­
he wasn't making several trips and getting this kind of an answer, having to wait for delays. So he 
d idn't become involved in  it .  

The other question I wanted to ask is in connection with when you upped the quotas. Remember 
you cut back tor awh i le and then there was an increase in  the quotas. This wasn't across the board , it 
was j ust to certain  people, is this not right? lt wasn't an across the board increase. 

MR. USKIW: Mr. Chairman, the member should appreciate that at the t ime of the cutback of the 
national dairy quota that we took the pos ition in  this province that anyone who had made a 
comm itment in the last year, rough ly, by way of expansion of faci l ities or herd size, that they wou ld  
have to  be given special consideration having made that financial commitment to  expand . l t  was on 
that basis that their quota appl ications were priorized. 

MR. CHAIRMAN: Order please. In accordance with Ru le 1 9(2) I am interrupting  the proceed ings 
of the Committee for Private Members' Hour,  to return to the Chair at 8:00 o'clock. 

PRIVATE MEMBERS' HOUR 
MR. SPEAKER: Private Members' Hour Mondays is Private Members' Resolutions. There are two 

Resol utions in the name of the Honourable Member for Fort Rouge which we' l l  drop off the paper 
since they've been stood before. 
040 RESOLUTION NO. 4 

MR. SPEAKER: We go to Resol ution 4 by the Honourable Member for Assiniboia. The Honourable 
Member for St. Matthews had the floor the last time. The honourable member has 15 minutes. 

MR. WALLY JOHANNSON: Thank you , Mr .  Speaker. Mr. Speaker, last t ime we d iscussed this 
resolution the Honourable Member for _Fort Garry had fin ished making several outrageous 
statements to th is House in the process of stradd l ing the fence and taking no position on the 
resolution. 

One of h is outrageous statements was that we were k i l l ing and crush ing sen ior citizens throug h  
the burden o f  the education tax upon senior citizens and h is proposal was that the Progressive 
Conservative Party wou ld - now I shouldn't say that, Si r - 1 bel ieve that the Honourable Member for 
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i ncome tax, I guess , but they are un iversal ly avai lable but, to that extent, I thi n k  they are a success. 
And what is happening,  Mr. Speaker, is that I would say, for example in my constituency, probably 

most sen ior citizens, through those two tax credit  programs, are getting a cred it of over $300 a year 
which is some assistance and wh ich certainly doesn't ind icate a huge burden of education tax upon 
the people in  my constituency. 

The second th ing we have done, and one th ing of which I am very proud , is our abol ition of the 
Med icare premium.  a That is un iversal program; medicare is now un iversally avai lable to everyone in  
this province and it is paid for  out  of the consol idated revenues of the province. 

We have brought in  a Pharmacare Program wh ich is un iversal in  nature; it doesn't provide 
complete coverage but i t  is a un iversal program. And, Mr. Speaker, it is a program that is of particular 
benefit to senior citizens because they often have very h igh  drug bi l ls so the effect of the Pharmacare 
p rogram is to e l im inate any impact of severe drug b i l ls upon senior citizens. 

We brought in our Pensioner Home Repair Program and Critical Home Repair Program wh ich has 
repai red over 25 ,000 houses, many of those the houses of senior c itizens. This program is the largest 
of its kind in the h istory of this country and it is amazingly, M r. Speaker, one that is not very wel l 
publ icized . But it is the largest of its k ind and probably the most successful  in the h istory of Canada. 
We have bu i lt ,  M r. Speaker, probably 5,000 to 6,000 units of senior citizens' housing;  this is not 
entirely a un iversal prog ram but it is a move towards it. We have provided nursing home coverage for 
sen ior citizens; we've brought in  the Home Care program and, M r. Speaker, I th ink that we probably 
have the best p rog rams in  this country in  respect to consideration of the needs of sen ior c itizens. 
Wh i le we have been doing this, Mr. Speaker, the Federal Government has been in the process of not 
only not cost-sharing some of these programs but actual ly  w ithd rawing from cost-sharing .  The 
Federal Government is becoming far more conservative, far more reactionary than it was even during 
the days I think of MacKenzie King.  So we have an attack on federal ism occurring in  Ottawa brought 
about by the federal Liberal government whi le  the provincial Liberal Party is encourag ing the 
Provincial Govern ment to spend a g reat deal more money. Mr. Speaker, the Province of Man itoba 
does not go along with this k ind of attack on federal ism; we stand for federal ism; we stand for 
un iversal prog rams that extend across the width, the breadth of th is country. 

So, M r. Speaker, in conclusion I am going to move, seconded by the Honourable  Member for 
Emerson' that p roposed Resolution No. 4, Mr. Patrick, be amended by strik ing out every word after 
the f irst word "whereas" and by inserting the fol lowing: 

"The Federal Government has the primary responsib i l ity for social security programs for the 
elderly; and 

WHEREAS Man itoba has nevertheless pioneered in the provision of services to the elderly 
i nc luding home care, insured nursing homes, and i ncome supplements to the elderly; and 

WHEREAS Canada is providing no f inancial support for the elderly income supplement and is 
offering support for home care and nursing homes that is so l im ited as to threaten future 
development; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that th is House urge the Federal Government to assist the 
province in further expand i ng its services to the elderly by meeting 50 percent of the cost of these 
programs." 

I have copies, Mr. Speaker, for the other parties. 
MR. SPEAKER: Moved by the Honourable Member  for St. Mathews, seconded by the Honourable 

Member for Emerson, the amendment as read. Do the honourable members wish me to read the 
amendment? 

"That the amendment be amended by str ik ing out every word after the fi rst word "whereas" and 
inserting the fol lowing :  

WHEREAS the Federal government has the primary responsib i l ity for social security programs 
for the elderly; and 

WH EREAS Man itoba has nevertheless pioneered in  the provision of services to the elderly 
i nc lud ing home care, insured nursing homes and income supp lement to the elderly; and 

WHEREAS Canada is providing no f inancial support for the elderly's income supplement and is 
offering support for home care and nursing homes that is so l im ited as to threaten future 
development, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that th is House urge the Federal Government to assist the 
Province in further expand ing its services to the elderly by meeting 50 percent of the cost of these 
programs." 

Are you ready for the question? The Honourable Member for Pembina. 
MR. HENDERSON: M r. Speaker, this is a private member's bi l l  and I feel it g ives me the privi lege to 

be able to speak just as I feel because I represent a ru ral r id ing and I am sure that possibly things are 
qu ite different in a rural setting to what they m ight be in the c ity on many occasions, so I i ntend to 
relate what I consider an honest opin ion of the way the Old Age Pension affects people who are on 
pension .  
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about 70 years old and they're getting old themselves between that age, 60 and 65, and when thei r 
partner d ies, they're not wanted in the labour force, they possibly haven't been a person that's been 
trained to work away from home and at that age they can't stand a fu l l  day's work, so they're the 
people that real ly find it harder. If  there was any type of people that I bel ieve deserve more assistance, 
it's these people. People real ly don't want to h i re them so this class of people need far more helping 
than the old age pensioners. 

I don't know if I have anyth ing much more that I want to say. l had thought I 'd get my notes more in  
order but  this got moved up again today rather qu ick, I thought, when there's two resol utions in  there 
and the Member for Fort Rouge was going to speak, then I 'd maybe have two days so I d idn't go over 
any more than this. I was fortunate to have . . .  

A MEMBER: You can never trust those Liberals. 
MR. HENDERSON: . . .  so it seems as if the Liberals are up to trip us up every chance they get, eh? 
I just maybe shou ld mention that what happens once in  a wh i le when we get a l l  the do-gooders 

and some of the fel lows that are trying to out-social the social ist and they get going, they just carry on 
rid icu lous and I have to think of last winter when that elderly gentleman on Queen Street d ied and 
Peter Warren got ahold of that program and he was blaming the gas company, he was blam ing 
society, he was pretty near b laming everybody else. But where do you th ink  the blame rea l ly comes 
on this case when you th ink back over it? Did not - ( I nterjection)- wel l ,  he certain ly doesn't deserve 
any cred it for h is program, that's for sure. On that particu lar issue, I would say he fai led miserably. 

A MEMBER: Another good one-l iner, George. 
MR. HENDERSON: So I say sincerely, you know, that I real ly th ink  the old age pension is 

sufficient; I know that in  particular in  the rural areas there's people that's banking money. I know 
possibly in other areas there's ind ividuals that haven't enough ;  I say there's some people that 
wouldn't have enough no matter what it was; I say there's an awfu l lot of young people who are 
working and raising fam i l ies and trying to pay for homes, they haven't got the money that these o lder 
folks have - in fact, I was down in Las Vegas last year myself and I met people when I was down there, 
o lder people who were down who were just drawing these sort of cheques and you know that they 
had taken their daughter along, she was married to a work ing man and they had paid her t icket too. 
So you know this as well as I do. I read someplace in the member's remarks and I th ink it said that 75 
percent of the peop le in Canada, I th ink he said, were below the poverty level .  Wel l ,  I -
( Interjection)- on pension, yes, yes, were below it and I wou ld never bel ieve those f igures and I 'm 
sure that they real ly don't apply. I have an idea that an awful  lot of these people that estab l ish what the 
poverty level is real ly don't know what it's l i ke l iv ing in  d ifferent parts of the world because I know 
people in my area who l ive in a d ifferent part, possibly in  the val ley where they raised their own 
l ivestock and where they cut down trees and burn them up for wood and maybe they put up 
blueberries and p ick raspberries and all this sort of stuff. You know, if they had a net income to be 
above the poverty level ,  they'd be feel ing as if they had it better than anybody else because these 
people they have money to spend and they have cars to drive and you go to thei r home and they have 
lots to eat and nobody's complain ing at a l l .  I have a feel ing that it's just some of the social c l imbers 
and do-gooders and vote-getters l i ke the fel low from Assin iboia that causes these kinds of 
resol utions to be brought forth . 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Point Doug las. 
MR. DONALD MALINOWSKI: Thank you, M r. Speaker. I g ladly support the resolution proposed 

by the Honourable Member for Assin iboia and commend h im for bring i ng it before the House. 
lt is a very modest measure, Mr. Speaker. Even the increase proposed in  the supplement, for those 

who have no other income, would bring their i ncome up to only $300 a month for a s ingle pensioner. I 
wou ld l ike to ask everybody i n  this Chamber, how many of us i n  this House would l i ke to l ive on such a 
smal l income, on $300 a month? 

l t  should be remembered many sen ior citizens who had saved money for thei r old age, have been 
robbed of thei r  savings by present inflat ion.  Many who reti red ten or more years ago on private 
pensions had the value of their pensions drastical ly reduced by inflation . 

In introducing this motion, the Member for Assin iboia pointed out the d ifficu lties many elderly 
face trying to make ends meet on such small pensions. These facts are well known .  In such a rich 
country l i ke Canada we can surely do better for our senior citizens. They, too, deserve to enjoy a 
decent standard of l iv ing.  

I wish , M r. Speaker, the Liberal Government in  Ottawa could be persuaded to establ ish pensions 
on a more adequate leve l .  After all , the major responsibi l ity in  this field l ies with the Federal 
Government. But judg ing by the statement made by the Prime M in ister there is l ittle hope that the 
Liberal Government wi l l  do much for our pensioners. 

In an interview with a writer of Maclean's magazine, M r. Trudeau talked about the end and the 
need to curb problems, expectations of the gett ing of more and more money year after year. He d id n't 
say anyth ing about curbing the rising expectations of m i l l ionai res making sti l l  more and more 
m i l l ions. But he obviously meant ord inary wage earners and pensioners should not expect to get 
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rank piece of social ism. 
I would l ike to repeat again ,  because it is hard to bel ieve but they said the establ ishment of old age 

pensions would be a rank piece of social ism. Imagine, they said i t  was the ind ividual's responsibi l ity 
to provide for old age. For instance, the Honourable Member for Pembina just mentioned that the 
chi ldren should take care of their parents. I agree with him but let's face the facts, they don't .  Then 
what's left, what else is left? Sometimes they said, many of them, that it was the chi ldren's 
responsibi l ity to look after thei r aged parents. But we know, of course, wages then we re very low. Few 
people cou ld save enough for their old age. For the same reason g rown up chi ldren found it d ifficult 
to look after thei r  aged parents. The result was great suffering, privation and humi l iation for m any 
elderly when they reached the end of their working days. 

Mr. Speaker, we in this party never claimed to have a monopoly of human k indness. The Liberals 
and Conservatives who opposed old age pensions in those days d id not w ish to see old folks starve to 
death. Oh no, they were prepared to provide publ ic assistance to specific cases of extreme need, but 
only as a last resort. 

You see, in those earl ier days the Liberals and Conservatives sti l l  believed that certain  human 
needs or d istress cou ld be taken care of by private charity. If anyone knew of an elderly person i n  
great d istress they shou ld ,  l i ke the Good Samaritan , g o  and help, they believed Good Samaritan ism 
should be carried on in  a private i nd ividual istic way. 

We in th is party have always bel ieved Good Samaritan ism should be publ ic pol icy, we bel ieve by 
the establ ishment of decent old age pensions; fami ly a l lowances; w idows pensions; med icare, etc., 
the nation becomes the Good Samaritan and al l citizens become Good Samaritans. Every citizen 
contributes and benefits from this great social  security and more civi l ized way of l ife. 

I am g lad that at this time there is at least general agreement among a l l  parties on the need for a 
comprehensive social  security. ! hope al l honourable members, i nc lud ing the Member for Robl in  and 
Member for Fort Garry, wi l l  agree with my version of the Good Samaritan idea by support ing the 
amendment before us. Thank you ,  Mr. Speaker. 

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable M in ister of Health. 
MR. DESJARDINS: Mr. Speaker, ! rise, not to give you a th i rd version ofthe Good Samaritan story, 

I th ink enough was said about the possible reason why this resolution was brought into th is House. I 
th ink that these are al l very interesting , or maybe we cou ld have a d iscussion as to what party does 
most for the older people, but I don't th ink that we wou ld gain too much by having this d iscussion 
prolonged any more than we have been. I th ink this g ives us a u n ique opportunity to real ly look in an 
area where society is rea l ly copping out, and probably all of us in this House. 

Fi rst of all I wou ld l i ke to g ive the latest i nformation as information.  I don't want to speak on the 
resolution or on the amendment too much, I 'd l ike to g ive you the l atest information: starting Apri l 1 st 
the min imum that a s ingle person wou ld  receive is $251 .90; and a couple would be $482.48. As was 
said in  this House, I do bel ieve that the old age pension is someth ing that is mostly a federal 
responsib i l ity. l t  was only, I th ink,  in 1 974 that l eg islation was introduced in this House to al low a 
supplement - and that's what it is, a supplement, not necessarily saying as was said that we wi l l  
necessarily pay al l  the  cost - and that is the rising in  cost is taken into consideration because every 
quarter or so there's a re-indexing by the Federal Government and by the Provincial Government, 
and granted it's not very much, but there is an increase. 

I don't th ink  it wou ld serve any purpose in saying that some of us here feel that this is enough for 
people that have only that, or that it is too much.  I th ink that the intention is as much as poss ible, with 
other programs, look at priorities and increase these programs that are necessary, but together, not 
one at the expense of all the others. 

I know that we had been in d iscussion with the Federal Government and suggested that maybe we 
would increase the Man itoba supplement to the elderly if they wou ld cost-share this, and they've 
refused to do that, and this is thei r right. lt just wou ldn't be possib le to go ahead and do what the 
member wants us to do; and I w i l l  tel l  you that he would be back next year and he wou ld ask for 550 or 
600, and in the fall of the yea r i t would be 700, and that's not bad to have somebody pushing you all the 
time and keeping you on your toes to see i f  you can afford it, that you don't forget these programs. 
But I don't th ink we would ever satisfy the Honourable Member for Assin iboia, because - how m any 
years has he been in the House - about 1 5  years and that m ust be the 1 5th resolution that he's 
brought in on th is.  So , as I say, it's good to keep us on our toes, but I don't th ink we'd ever satisfy 
anybody; but who wou ld  say that $500 is enough for a coup le? We wou ld have the same th ing .  

When we say an old age pensioner or when we say an o lder person we th ink  i mmed iately of people 
over 65 years old that are in  need, and that's not necessari ly the case. My honourable friend is 
suggesting what? Is  suggesting an increase in  pension , and that would be un iversal and you wou ld 
have to pay for an accountant for the Member for Swan R iver because he's lost track of the pension 
he's gett ing.  I th ink he's got one from the RCMP, the Northwest Mounted Pol ice, I don't know h ow 
many else he's gett ing, the MLA pension, and so on.  I can tel l  you that there are a lot of people in the 
personal care homes, and I want to tal k  about that. Yes, there is a dai ly charge in  the personal care 
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I 'm darn sure that there's not too many in society from this party or any other party that have thought 
about these people except on the question of f inance. These people need an awful lot more than that. 

Not too long ago one of the, I th ink  it was a T.V. stat ion,  was making a big th ing about these g uest 
homes, you know, how bad it was and they interviewed this fel low and they said, "Wel l  it's pretty bad." 
He said ,  "That's not what bothers me." He says, " I 've got seven or eight kids but I 'm here all the time, 1 
don't even go home for Christmas." And that's what hurts the people. Some of them who have been 
accustomed to being with their spouse for so m any years, all of a sudden to add on to all these th ings ,  
th is  person d ies and they're alone. Nobody wi l l  talk to  them and I th i n k  this is wrong .  

I th ink that even the medical profession has been beh ind in deal ing with these people. it's not 
popular, nobody wants to make house cal ls. We say at 65 if you're sick, it's old age. And it isn't o ld  age. 
They have the same ai lments, the same trouble that we have and they're as healthy, as smart and as 
clever as we . are. I ' l l  g ive you some examp les of this because you know at 65 you're supposed to be 
useless. Now let me g ive you some examples. Bertrand Russel l ,  British ph i losopher and champion of 
i nd ividual l iberty, was one of the most i nfluencial th inkers of the Twentieth century. In 1 960 when he 
was 88, he resigned from the campaign for Nuclear Disarmament to form his own far more m i l itant 
Committee of 1 00.  At the age of 90, he intervened with heads of state during the Cuban crisis. That's 
one man, around 90. And this guy at 65 was supposed to retire. 

Nobody knows this man but he's Malee Quatasortas, was actively farm ing h is land in Southwest 
New Mexico when he was 1 04 years old. He's even older than George and he's sti l l  farming .  

Michelangelo, sculptor, painter, architect and poet, was 71 when he was appointed chief architect 
of Ch ristendom's g reatest arch itectural undertaking,  St. Peter's in Rome. That's when he started , 71 . 
And you know how many years it took him to do that. 

Pablo Picasso, one of the greatest and most influential artists of all time remained to the end of h is 
91 years a man fu l l  of vigor and zest. 

A MEMBER: What was he doing at the age of 91 ? 
MR. DESJARDINS: A hel l  of a lot more than you are doing right now, I th ink .  Mahatma Gandh i ,  

I ndia's ' great statesman and spi ritual leader was 60 years old in 1 930 when he led  a 200 m i le march on 
the British government re  salt tax and at 70 undertook a fast unto death . And there's al l  k inds - I've 
got a marker at every one of them. 

Grandma Moses, how old was she, that painter, she had embroidered on canvas for many years 
and when she was 78 her fingers became too stiff to man ipulate a needle so she began to paint in o i ls .  
-( I nterjection)- She d idn't even know that existed . She made her own way. 

Duncan Mclean, won a si lver medal at the 1 975 World Veterans Olymp ics in Canada when he ran 
200 meters in 44 seconds. He could beat any of us here; he was only 90 years o ld ,  that's a l l . ­
( I nterjection)- Maybe in runn ing but not in everything else. 

I don't th ink that th is is a comedy, I 'm not trying to be funny. I th ink  that this is something that we 
are wrong in  this th ing;  we are not thinking of the people themselves and the worst th ing is we' l l  all be 
there some day. We' l l  all be there some day. And what's going to happen? As I say around the turn of 
the century, one in five and I imagine it's the same th i ng in Canada or North America, one in five wi l l  
be over 65 years old.  You know how d ifficult it is  to s i t  here and to work, you get  criticized and so on in  
government but a few years ago who d id  you have runn ing government? You had Church i l l .  I 'm not 
going to try to say how old they were but you had Church i l l ;  you had Franco; you had Eisenhower; 
Roosevelt; De Valera; you had Stal in and all those people and they put many long years and they were 
able to work. 

Now I th ink that it's a l l  right to talk  about the money and how much they should receive but that's 
only one of the things they want. That's only one of the things they want and we are wasting, you 
know, we are saying about the greatest resource of any country is the human resource and so on but 
those people are dead and they should l ie down.  As far as society is concerned , throw them out; 
they're 65 , th row them out, pay lip service, go ahead g ive them a few more cents a month so they can 
l ive or so thei r  k ids can take it away from them and shove them in  an institution but what are we doing 
besides that? I th ink that this is the important thing.  

I would hope that gerontology wi l l  be something that wi l l  progress here, that you' l l  have 
special ists to work on these people because they wi l l  fal l sick because they are a l ittle older; maybe 
they' l l  have rheumatism a l ittle faster than the others but if you take care of them right away, if they 
know that the acute hospital is for them also, that you're not going to say, "Oh wel l they're too old ,"  
and you help them to get f i t  and then send them back into society so that they can l ive many many 
years. Look at the cost, look at how much money we would save there, look at how much money if we 
didn't have to pay for these people if they cou ld go ahead and keep on being productive for many 
years to come. I don't know if I 'm stretching this a bit, this resolution , I don't th ink I am because this is 
something that you know, it's so easy, so easy to say wel l ,  somebody said "motherhood" and I 'm not 
fau lting anybody; I'm not fault ing the member that brought this resolution . l t  is important but that's a 
rip-off. We're conning these people and we're not doing a damn thing for them. But I say that we 
should wake up because the old,  these people are used to it and you're going to see that they're going 
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