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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA
2:30 o'clock, Wednesday, May 29, 1974

Opening Prayer by Mr. Speaker.
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS

MR. SPEAKER: Before we proceed, I should like to direct the attention of the honourable
members to the gallery, where we have 44 students of Grade 5 and 6 standing of the St. Jean
Elementary School. These students are under the direction of Mrs. Raymonde Dupuis. This
school is located in the constituency of the Honourable Member for Rhineland.

And we have 56 students of Grade 5 standing of the Polson School. These students are
under the direction of Mr. Fagan and Mrs. Lacroix. This school is located in the constituency
of the Honourable Member for Kildonan, my own constituency.

On behalf of all the honourable members, I welcome you here today.

Presenting Petitions; Reading and Receiving Petitions; Presenting Reports by Standing
and Special Committees; Ministerial Statements and Tabling of Reports. The Honourable
Minister of Tourism and Recreation.

TABLING OF REPORTS

HON. RENE E. TOUPIN (Minister of Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Affairs)
(Springfield): Mr. Speaker, I would like to table the annual report of the Legislative Library
and Archives for 1973.

MR. SPEAKER: Any other ministerial statements or tabling of reports? The Honourable
House Leader.

HON. SIDNEY GREEN, Q. C. (Minister of Mines, Resources and Environmental
Management) (Inkster): Well, Mr. Speaker, I wonder if we can get agreement to having the
Committee on Municipal Affairs meet tonight concurrent with the meeting of Privileges and
Elections. Apparently there is only a small bit of work remaining on the Municipal Affairs
Committee and it would facilitate the business of the House if they met tonight, Municipal
Affairs at the same time as Privileges and Elections.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SIDNEY SPIVAK, Q.C. (Leader of the Official Opposition) (River Heights): Mr.
Speaker, before we acknowledge that this should be the case, I would like to be able to check
with some of our caucus members who are in the caucus room, but I would assume that if
arrangements have not been made for something else for them, that they'll undertake that.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable House Leader.

MR. GREEN: Could we take it, Mr. Speaker, that the Committee will meet unless the
members indicate otherwise, so that arrangements can be made to meet?

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed? Very well. Notices of Motion; Introduction of Bills;
Questions. The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

MR. SPIVAK: My question is to the First Minister. It relates to the press statement by
Hydro with respect to an agreement in principle being reached with the Minneapolis Power
Company for construction of a $300 million power connection. The press statement indicates
that approval is required from the Provincial Government and from the National Energy Board.
Is the First Minister in a position to indicate that the approval has been given by the govern-
ment? And then I wonder if he can indicate what the procedures will be with respect to the
National Energy Board.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

HON. EDWARD SCHREYER (Premier) (Rossmere): Well, Mr. Speaker, the sequence is
that the letter of intent which was exchanged in this respect, will be followed up by a Cabinet
paper requiring an Order-in-Council to be the instrument by which government approval would
be provided, immediately following which the formal application will go to the National Energy
Board. We expect this to be something which would be carried out some time before midsum-
mer of this year.

MR. SPIVAK: I wonder if the First Minister's in a position to indicate that the price of
power to be sold in the United States will not be less than the actual cost to Manitoba Hydro for
power being supplied.
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MR. SCHREYER: Well Ithink, Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt in that connection. It is
part of the formula to provide for incremental cost plus an amount of 10 percent; either that or
a price which would be somewhat higher as determined by the coal escalation index to the
utilities as measured by the statistical agencies of Canada and the United States.

MR. SPIVAK: I wonder if the First Minister can indicate when it is likely that the
National Energy Board will hear the application for the export--when. Yes.

MR. SCHREYER: Well it's my understanding, Mr. Speaker, that the hearings would take
place here, then you would be here, and it would be a matter of a few months - I can't be more
precise than that - after the receipt of the application, so that I would think, bearing in mind
the docket or agenda now facing the National Energy Board, it would put it sort of early fall or
mid-autumn.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Liberal Party.

MR. I. H. ASPER (Leader of the Liberal Party) (Wolseley): Well, Mr. Speaker, to the
same Minister. Can we then take it that his government has approved in principle the entry
into this agreement, and if so, could he indicate the length of the contract that is proposed to be
signed to provide power to the Northern States Power Corp., and the amount of power to be
sold ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, one can very quickly get into detail on a matter of
this kind, which is rather difficult in this Chamber. I would simply advise my honourable friend
the Member for Wolseley that it is an agreement which is predicated on the sale of seasonal
diversity or summer surplus energy for the most part, for the very large part, and as such
does not contain binding commitments which must be, the supply of which must be honoured
regardless of what, so in that respect it is a summer surplus sale, block sale, over a period
of 12 years. But I emphasize again that the agreement will provide for contingencies having to
do with low water levels, drought, acts of God, generating capacity, and even load growth
domestically in Manitoba,etc.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Liberal Party.

MR. ASPER: Does the government have any assurances that the northern power sites on
the Nelson and Churchill will not have to be developed at a faster rate than is already scheduled
in order to meet the commitments that it's making?

MR. SCHREYER: A specific question, Mr. Speaker, and the answer specifically is no,
there is no commitment to escalate construction schedules. That decision-making is left to
the government of the province of that day. We're talking now about a time frame 1980 onward,
and subject to National Energy Board policy.

MR. ASPER: Mr. Speaker, to the same Minister. Iunderstood him to say delivery date
1980 approximately ? Commencement of construction date. Delivery. Right. Well then, my
question is: will it be possible for the government of Manitoba to wait before commencing con-
struction, and being bound to the agreement, to await a court decision on the alleged lawsuit
that is either under way or is about to be commenced by the Nelson House Indian Band to contest
the entire project, or will we be proceeding in spite of any litigation over the project ?

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, that is largely academic in the sense that the
Matter has to go to the National Energy Board. There will be a time span of several months.
Following that, there would be detailed engineering, design and planning with respect to trans-
mission facility. Commencement of construction, however, would have to take place some
time in approximately 18 months from now, in order for the capability, the transmission
capability to be in place for 1980.

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTIONS

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Education.

HON. BEN HANUSCHAK (Minister of Education) (Burrows): Mr. Chairman, I beg leave
of the House to have my name transferred from Law Amendments Committee to Privileges and
Elections, and that of the Honourable Minister of Industry and Commerce from Privileges and
Elections to Law Amendments.

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed? (Agreed) The Honourable Member for Gladstone.

MR. JAMES R. FERGUSON (Gladstone): Yes, Mr. Speaker. I'dlike to make some
changes on the committees also, and would like to substitute the name of Mr. Jorgenson of



May 29, 1974 4061
COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTIONS

(MR. FERGUSON cont'd) . . . . . Morris for Mr. Einarson of Rock Lake - that's on Privileges
and Elections. And on Municipal Affairs, the name of Moug of Charleswood for McKellar of
Souris-Killarney.

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed?

ORAL QUESTIONS Cont'd

MR. JAMES H. BILTON (Swan River): Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Minister
of Public Works. I regret not having given him prior notice, but Mr. Speaker, at the invitation
of the Minister of Public Works I viewed with pride and pleasure the bronze plaque commemo-
rating the visit of Her Majesty the Queen. My question is, will the Minister advise when it is
intended to install same in this building for the benefit of Manitobans and visitors alike?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Public Works.

HON. RUSSELL J. DOERN (Minister of Public Works) (Minister of Public Works)
(Elmwood): Well, Mr. Speaker, it hasn't been finalized but I think our present intention is to
unveil the plaque on July 15th, which would be the anniversary of the province.

MR. BILTON: A supplementary to the Minister. I wonder, will the Minister accept the
suggestion that it be installed on the west side wall of the main entrance to the building ?

MR. DOERN: No, Mr. Speaker.

STATEMENT

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Rock Lake.

MR. EINARSON: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if I may have leave of the House to make a short
personal message?

MR. SPEAKER: Agreed? The Honourable Member.

MR. EINARSON: Mr. Speaker, on the 15th of April at approximately 3:00 o'clock, I left
this Chamber to enter the Misericordia Hospital, not realizing at that time that I would be away
for this length of time. I want to convey to you, Sir, to the First Minister, and to all members
of this Chamber, and through the President of the Press Gallery to all members of the press
gallery, for their messages of assurance of my return to good health. I recall some of the
signatures on the card that was sent to me in the Misericordia, some humorous comments, and
I want them to know that they were very much appreciated. The second thing is the bereave-
ment of a member of our family, and I say this, Sir, with a very heavy heart, that it seems as
though one has to go through this tragedy to realize the messages that my wife and family
received from the members of this Chamber and from the members of the gallery, the comfort
and the strength that it gave to us, and I want to convey this in a means of extending our most
sincere gratitude for that comfort and strength. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

ORAL QUESTIONS Cont'd

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Ste. Rose.

MR. A. R. ADAM (Ste. Rose): I have a question for the Minister of Mines and Resources.
I wonder if he could advise if Fairford Dam is still fully open at the present time.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Mines.

MR. GREEN: I'll have to take the question as notice, Mr. Speaker.

MR. ADAM: I have a question for the First Minister. In view of the fact of his announce-
ment about perhaps compensation for cottage damages on Lake Winnipeg, I wonder in view of
the fact that Lake Dauphin is over two feet over normal maximum level, would there be any com-
pensation for cottages and other buildings around Lake Dauphin ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, it was this morning, I believe in answer to a
question by the Honourable the Member for Wolseley, that I indicated that because of the high
lake levels obtaining on most, if not all, lakes in Manitoba, and due to the fact that the lake
levels were due to the far above average inflows on all the streams running into the various lakes,
that we were pursuing what the Government of Canada, what we believe to be a logical inclusion
of Peacetime Disaster Assistance to property damage around the periphery of lakes as well as
along flooded river streams, but I did not, Mr. Speaker, and I'm sure the record will show,
that I did not confirm that there would necessarily be compensation available under the federal-
provincial program with respect to cottage properties. Buildings pertinent, yes; cottages,
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(MR. SCHREYER cont'd) . . . . . perhaps. That is a matter that's still being pursued.

MR. ADAM: A supplementary question. I wonder if there is any consideration of com-
pensation for flooded lands on the periphery of these lakes - crop lands, I'm speaking of.

MR. SCHREYER: Well, Mr. Speaker, I've indicated that under the terms of the federal-
provincial Peacetime Disaster Compensation financing agreement, that there is provision for
compensation with respect to structural damage, with respect to damage to personal property
and goods, including cattle, including grain in storage, including market gardening plants,
inventory, assistance to small business up to $6, 000,etc. There is, however, no provision in
that agreement with respect to flooded lands as such, and the federal agreement specifically
refers to the fact that that program cannot be used to compensate with respect to damages,
recovery of which can be taken at law or under normally available insurance.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Flin Flon.

MR. THOMAS BARROW (Flin Flon): I direct this question to the Minister of Agriculture.
Could the Minister inform the House when the tenders will be issued for the water and sewer
project in the Cranberry Portage area?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

HON. SAMUEL USKIW (Minister of Agriculture) (Lac du Bonnet): Mr. Speaker, the
tenders, or the calling of tenders, will be some time this week. The advertisements will likely
be placed some time by Friday or Saturday.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Fort Rouge.

MR. LLOYD AXWORTHY (Fort Rouge): Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I have a question for
the Minister of Public Works. Could the Minister, in view of his announcement of the major
development plans of the Provincial Government for office towers and parking areas in the down-
town areas adjacent to the Legislative Buildings, could he inform us whether the Provincial
Government has conducted proper impact studies on the effect that these developments will have
in the immediate area on street patterns, on residents, on noise, and if so, is he prepared to
table such reports for our information ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Public Works.

MR. DOERN: Mr. Speaker, Ithink on a general basis that there have been discussions
between the Province and the City for a number of years in terms of our general desires in
the area, our general plans and intentions, but nothing I think as detailed as the honourable
member would suggest.

MR. AXWORTHY: A supplementary, Mr. Speaker. Would the Minister be prepared to
undertake a series of consultations or discussions with residents who live in the immediate
area of the Legislative Buildings to discuss such plans and to detail the possible impact or
effect that the Provincial Government's expansion plans will have upon the residential area of
this downtown part of the City?

MR. DOERN: Well, Mr. Speaker, this has been discussed with the Committee on the
Environment and I assume that that is their responsibility.

MR. AXWORTHY: I have a further supplementary, Mr. Speaker. In terms of these
plans, are they in any way, or have they been considered in terms of any general over-all plan
for the development of the area adjacent to the Legislative Buildings, or are they simply single
plans for buildings and parking lots. Or, to put it another way, are the plans part of an over-
all development plan for this area south of St. Mary's affecting the residential area, and of
some 5, 000 people ?

MR. DOERN: Well, Mr. Speaker, any of us who have been around for awhile know about
master plans and general schemes and then the alterations that often affect them. We have had
various plans. I think that this plan has been modified, but it's very difficult to abstractly
develop a master plan and then try to stick to it. I think we have evolved in a series of master
plans.

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTION

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable House Leader.
MR. GREEN: I wonder, Mr. Speaker, if you would substitute the name of the Honourable
Mr. Cherniack for the Honourable Mr. Schreyer on the Committee of Privileges and Elections.




May 29, 1974 4063
ORAL QUESTIONS Cont'd

MR. SPEAKER: Thank you. The Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie.

MR. GORDON E. JOHNSTON (Portage la Prairie): Mr. Speaker, I direct my question to
the Minister of Agriculture. Has the Minister been able to find the time and the strength to get
to a telephone to phone the Chairman of the Hog Marketing Commission to find out what the
price differential is between hogs sold by that Commission in the United States and in Manitoba ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, I should like to remind the honourable member that I
answered him this morning to the effect that I did contact the Board through the Chairman, but
have not had a report. Now, I think it also has to be said, Mr. Speaker, that it is really within
the purview of the Board as to whether they want to give any information in that respect and the
extent of which they want to impart information. All boards are autonomous of government, and
it may be a matter of policy that we have to allow them to consider, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie.

MR. G. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, I ask the Minister, is he now suggesting that the
Chairman of the Hog Marketing Board would refuse him this information ?

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, what I'm trying to suggest is that it may require a meeting of
their Board to decide the extent to which they want to make information available.

MR. G. JOHNSTON: Well, Mr. Speaker, my question, I remind the Minister that the . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Question?

MR. G. JOHNSTON: . . . that he gave a commitment to the House to supply that informa-
tion, and I ask him to try and proceed as quickly as possible in view of the fact that the House
will not be sitting that much longer.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable member is making a statement. Would
he kindly place his question and not make statements.

MR. G. JOHNSTON: A question to the Minister. Will he undertake to give that informa-
tion in the House before the session ends ?

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, I think that I can provide the information that this House is
entitled to, but I cannot go beyond that, Sir.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable First Minister.

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, the other day the Honourable the Member for Riel and
the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition, I believe, had asked a couple of questions with
respect to Lake Winnipeg levels and the installation in 1973 of a temporary impoundment. I
undertook to run a second check on that and the information I have is as follows: With respect
to whether or not a permit was applied for and granted under the appropriate or relevant Act,
the answer is yes. Manitoba Hydro received rights, the permit was granted under the Navigable
Waters Act, which is Federal, to construct temporary control structures at the outlet of
Kiskittogisu Lake and in the Kisipachewuk Channel and the Ominiwin Channel.

With respect to the second question, whether the cofferdams or impoundments were
removed, I indicated they were; I confirm that these impoundments were installed in the late
spring of 1973 to protect against potential low levels that were obtaining at that time and to
attempt to optimise the power situation, the hydro electric energy system over the winter of
1973-74. These impoundments were removed by the end of open water season, October and
November, to the extent which was necessary to insure no effect on Lake Winnipeg outflows.
The differential water level as a result of the existence then of the impoundments is - I believe,
as my colleague the Minister of Mines indicated - in the order of 3 inches.

I might indicate further that with that there was some improvement in the Kisipachewuk
Channel - excavation was carried out last year, and a year ahead of schedule, I'm advised - as
a result of which there is a modest improvement in the outflow capability of Lake Winnipeg in
the order of 3-5, 000 cubic feet per second. But I emphasize, that is really of modest signifi-
cance.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SPIVAK: Mr. Speaker, Ithank the First Minister for the answer. I wonder if -
the answer suggests that the impoundment was removed to the extent that - I think those were
the words that he used - the extent that the flow was allowed to continue in the way that he
suggested. Does that mean that part of the impoundment does remain?

MR. SCHREYER: Mr. Speaker, the words that I used - which are the words I was pro-
vided with - are that they were removed to the extent that was necessary to insure no effect on
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(MR. SCHREYER cont'd) . . . . . outflows. And I might add just for further clarification,that
the impoundment was removed except for the abutments, the abutments. Then what has to be
taken into account as well, is that some of the rock constriction on the Kisipachewuk Channel
was excavated last year, although it was not really in the plans to carry this out until this year,
but it was done last year - and it has, I emphasize, a very modest beneficial effect becausethe
outflow is enhanced to the extent of 3-5, 000 cfs.

MR. SPIVAK: I wonder if the First Minister is in a position to indicate whether there is
a conflict within the Hydro engineering staff as to the exact extent that the remaining abutment
impoundment and as to the exact extent in which it is affecting the flow out of Lake Winnipeg.

MR. SCHREYER: Well I don't deduce that, Mr. Speaker, but I'd be quite happy to check
that particular aspect once again and if there is doubt, to request that they err on the side of -
in this case, err on the side of greater outflow.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Liberal Party.

MR. ASPER: Mr. Speaker, my question's directed to the Minister responsible for the
Civil Service, the Minister of Labour. Is the government considering the possibility of pro-
viding Manitoba civil servants with a cost of living pay increase during the current period for
the contract that was just negotiated, before it's concluded.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Labour.

HON. RUSSELL PAULLEY (Minister of Labour) (Transcona): Yes, Mr. Speaker, the
matter is under active consideration. If I may just be a little historical for second, Mr.
Speaker - following the unanimous decision of the Arbitration Board, there were certain dif-
ferences of opinion within the Civil Service as to the adequacy of that unanimous award, and it
appeared as though the percentage increases granted as a result of that award were not in line
with others. Subsequently to that, a meeting was held with representatives of the Civil Service,
the Manitoba Government Employees Association, the Premier and myself, and during that
discussion mention was made as to the possibility of Joint Council, which is established in
accordance with the Civil Service Act, receiving a request from the employees for considera-
tion of the possible application of a cost of living bonus or call it whatever you will.

At the Joint Council meeting held, I believe, Mr. Speaker, on May 9th, the Employees
Association did forward a request for the consideration, which was documented. And following
that, I undertook as the Chairman of the Joint Council to forward the proposition to my col-
leagues in Cabinet and I can say, Mr. Speaker, that the matter is under consideration, although
I'm sure that some will be disappointed that a firm decision has not been arrived at at this
particular time. But I want to assure the House it's only due to the constraints upon us as
Members of the Executive Council, who have been meeting over lunch hours, supper hours,
and rather frequently.

MR. ASPER: Yes, Mr. Speaker, to the same Minister. Has his department made any
study of the need of the Civil Servants for an across-the-board increase bonus, or is it based
strictly on the rising cost of living ?

MR. PAULLEY: I might say, Mr. Speaker, certain figures have been arrived at or
formulated as to the relative cost of living now as against the time of the award. To that
degree, my answer would be in the affirmative.

MR. ASPER: Could the Minister indicate whether what is under consideration is an
across -the-board bonus, as the Federal Government did with its civil servants, or is it a scale
proposition, based on income and need?

MR. PAULLEY: I think, Mr. Speaker, that the Honourable the Leader of the Liberal
Party would agree that I'm not in a position to definitively answer a question of that nature.
There has been some across-the-board increases in this respect in some jurisdictions and
other approaches in others, and until a decision - first of all, if there should be or should not
be, and then the application of any cost of living income.

MR. ASPER: A final supplementary to the same Minister. In view of the fact that this
consideration comes only a matter of weeks after the final contract was reached settling, does
this suggest to the Minister that the settlement reached with the civil servants was unjust and
has to be supplemented ?

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, I would suggest to my honourable friend, the Leader of
the Liberal Party, that the Board of Arbitration did unanimously - and by unanimously, of
course, included the appointee or the Manitoba Government Employees' Association, arrive at
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(MR. PAULLEY cont'd) . . . . . a formula and a percentage. So I don't know whether that
fully answers my friend's question, but I'm sure he will appreciate the situation that we're in.

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Member for Swan River.

MR. BILTON: Mr. Speaker, I have a question for the Honourable Minister of Agriculture.
Two days ago the Minister promised to advise whether or not the Co-op Livestock Organization
had preferential treatment in hog quotas over private shippers. The question is, Mr. Speaker,
can he advise the House as to his findings in this regard?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Agriculture.

MR. USKIW: Again, Mr. Speaker, Itook all of those questions as notice and I don't have
a report back, but I would like to ask the honourable member whether he would indicate to me
which co-operative organization he's referring to.

MR. BILTON: Mr. Speaker, I thought I indicated in my speech that the matter that I
brought out was a discussion that was prevalent throughout the Swan River Valley, and the pri-
vate producers are uptight on the whole thing. Figure it out for yourself.

MR. USKIW: Mr. Speaker, unless the honourable member wants to give me the informa-
tion, it's pretty hard to get him ’ghe answer.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON_ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - SUBSTITUTION

MR. SPEAKER: Orders of the Day. The Honourable Member for Rupertsland.

MR. HARVEY BOSTROM (Rupertsland): Mr. Speaker, by leave I wish to move that a
substitution be made in the Standing Committee on Economic Development, that of
Mr. Patterson for my own name, Mr. Speaker.

MR. SPEAKER: Is it agreed? The Honourable House Leader.

MR. GREEN: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I wonder if we can now proceed to the adjourned
debates on second reading, as they stand on the Order Paper.

ORDERS OF THE DAY - GOVERNMENT BILLS

MR. SPEAKER: The proposed motion of the Honourable Minister of Finance, Bill No. 64.
The Honourable Leader of the Opposition. (Stand)

The proposed motion of the Honourable Minister of Labour, Bill No. 73. The Honourable
Member for Fort Garry. (Stand)

The proposed motion of the Honourable Minister of Tourism and Recreation, Bill No. 76.
The Honourable Member for Roblin. (Stand)

The proposed motion of the Honourable Minister of Finance, Bill No. 77. The Honourable
Member for Gladstone. The Honourable Member for Gladstone wish his motion to stand?
(Stand)

The proposed motion of the Attorney-General, Bill No. 79. The Honourable Leader of
the Opposition. (Stand)

The proposed motion of the Honourable Attorney-General, Bill No. 80. The Honourable
Leader of the Opposition. (Stand)

MR. SPEAKER: Bill No. 67. The honourable minister is absent. The Honourable House
Leader.

MR. GREEN: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I suggest we then go to Concurrence.

CONCURRENCE

MR. SPEAKER: Resolutions 74-82 separately, collectively on Labour, pass? The
Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SPIVAK: Mr.Speaker, I rise just for a few moments to deal with the particular
matter that was brought to the attention of the House by the Honourable Member for
La Verendrye and responded to by the Honourable House Leader. That relates to clause 68 (3)
of the Labour Relations Act and a particular case in which for reasons of religious belief
individuals asked for the application to be able to pay the amount now owing by law to the Union,
to a charity.

This particular clause, a clause introduced really as a result of the efforts of a particu-
lar group who lobbied during the period of the presentation of this bill and who claimed a parti-
cular concern with respect to their own religious belief, and who asked for the adoption of a
clause similar to that of Ontario which would give them the right and the ability to be able to pay
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(MR. SPIVAK cont'd) . . . . . to a charity rather than to the union, with the application of the
Rand Formula being applied in the Act, in the new Labour Relations Act.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the problem that I have and the answer that - the response at least,
not the answer, that the Honourable Minister of Mines and Natural Resources gave, is a prob-
lem of suggesting that it follows logically that the religious belief of one group necessarily
contains within it, or is limited to a position where it cannot have within it component parts
which would have a conservative view, a more orthodox or fundamentalist point of view, a view
which would be stricter than the other because, Mr. Speaker, there isn't a religion that does
not have within it, a range of belief or a range of intensity of belief, which would in its appli-
cation and attitude provide one to be stricter than the next. And the Honourable Minister of
Mines and Natural Resources is one whose religion he is aware of and who knows that within it,
it contains orthodox, reform, and conservative points of view, and even in that respect there
are other particular stripes. And I say that, because I think it's important in recognition as to
the interpretation of the question of his religious beliefs. The religious beliefs of the individual
are his own. The fact that he belongs to a religion, and that religion would contain a range of
intensity with respect to his belief that would allow for some flexibility with respect to an
approach - even to the approach of whether union dues should be paid or not, or whether one
should belong to the union or not, is something that would recognize the diversity that exists
within religion, the diversity that will exist within our society here. And my concern for what
the honourable minister has said, is my concern for what has happened before the Manitoba
Labour Relations Board, because my understanding of it is the interpretation of this section in
the cases that have been presented, there has not been yet a recognition which will allow an
exemption under this section - and I stand to be corrected if I'm wrong on this, but that's my
understanding - which would recognize someone's religious beliefs and would.allow the person
the exemption that this particular section was supposed to give.

As a matter of fact, and I'm not sure of how many applications have been made, but in
five applications that I'm aware of the applications that have been made have been refused to
have been accepted by the Labour Board without written or oral reasons given, and it seems
to - in the way in which they have interpreted this particular section, they seem to have applied
the kind of reasoning that the Minister of Labour suggested was the kind of interpretation that
he has from this particular section - which is his own - but I'm suggesting, Mr. Speaker, that
--(Interjection)--I said that is_his own. ‘

MR. GREEN: I think the honourable member would want me to correct him. He was I
think speaking of myself, the Minister of Mines, and he said the Minister of Labour.

MR. SPIVAK: I meant the Minister of Mines. But what I'm suggesting is, that the
Labour Board in its judgments have seemed to exercise the same kind of position - and I'm not
sure, Mr. Speaker, that that position is the correct one. And I think a question can be raised -
and my purpose only for a few moments is to raise the question, that with respect to one's
religious beliefs, one's religious beliefs are one's own; and the fact that one belongs to a reli-
gious group does not necessarily follow that it has to be the doctrine of the religious group per
se that is the deciding factor as to whether one's religious beliefs would justify the action.
Because as I've indicated with respect to the Mennonite religion, with respect to the Jewish
religion, with respect to the-—(Interjection)--well, not with respect so much to the Plymouth
Brethren, but with respect to those two as an example, there are orthodox, conservative and
reform views, and it is quite possible within the framework of that religion to have people
whose religious beliefs would allow them within the framework of the over-all religion that they
have identified themselves with, to allow them to in fact pay the check-off and not to feel intent-
ly about the joining of a union or paying dues to a union. So it would seem to me that the
honourable minister is wrong in his interpretation, that it really is one person's religious be-
lief that has to be determined; that the Labour Relations Board in the applications it has made
have not really adhered to the intent and meaning of this section; and that the Honourable
Member from La Verendrye, in bringing up the particular case, has brought to the attention of
this House a matter that is serious, and a matter that requires, I would think, some study by
the government and by the members opposite as well, in assessing how and in what way this
particular section has been handled by the Labour Relations Board. And it would seem to me
that one of the requirements at this particular time would be for the ability of the board, in
writing or verbally, to give its reasons with respect to these matters. They don't have to, but
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(MR. SPIVAK cont'd) . . . . . they can. But it would seem to me that it's important that they
do. And I suggest, Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding, they have not in the past, and I think
it's important only because it will clarify the position, because if the position, Mr. Speaker, is
the position of the Honourable Minister of Mines and Natural Resources, then I think an amend-
ment has to be brought to this Act. If the position is not, then I think--(Interjection)--Yes,
then I think a question can be raised with respect to the interpretation that's being given to the
Act.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable House Leader.

MR. GREEN: . . . would agree to a question, I think. Would he not agree that if the
interpretation is other than the one that I have put, that any individual of any faith, or of no
faith, the one who said that he was unprincipled--(Interjection) --Well, okay, let us stick to
religion because I think that's what the section said. But any person could say that "I interpret
my faith and my religion as meaning that I should not belong to trade unions.'" Is not that the
only alternative to the position that I took?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SPIVAK: Mr. Speaker, the Act specifically says, 'by reason of his religious
beliefs' and it's quite possible, and that was the point I think the Honourable Member from
Point Douglas referred to, he does not have to belong to a sect to have a particular religious
belief, and his religious belief is that of his own. It's that of his own. But the problem here,
Mr. Speaker, the problem is that if the interpretation is the interpretation of the Minister of
Mines and Natural Resources, then I think there he has a further clarification that's required
with respect to this Act. --(Interjection)--Well, no, I think that there is a determination that
has to be made by the Labour Board with respect to a person's religious belief based on the
individual who is in front of them. And, Mr. Speaker, the problem that I have at this point in
dealing with this, is that there is no way in which a judgment can be made as to how this parti-
cular section has been acted on by the Labour Board, and the kind of complaint that the
Honourable Member from La Verendrye brought to the attention of the House is a complaint
that has to be answered.

And so, Mr. Speaker, I would hope that as a result of this debate that there should be,
there should be a written presentation by the Labour Board to be able to establish its position
so that we are in a position to interpret it and to know whether this section is being followed or
not; and if that interpretation is one that causes difficulty, then we deal with it. And I would
hope that by the time we reached the session next year--(Interjection)--yeah, well, the honour-
able member may want to get rid of it, but I would hope, because I would suspect that there will
be other applications before the Labour Board in connection with this, that we will have some
interpretative law, and that's all I would suggest, would come from the Labour Relations Board
dealing with this--interpretative law which would give us an opportunity to understand the
thinking rather than the judgment, which at this point seems to be in favour of no person having
a--well, no one so far, no applicant at this point having a religious belief that would exempt
him from or would have this particular section apply to him. And so I would hope, Mr.
Speaker, that we will have this opportunity to review it, and I think that the Honourable
Member for La Verendrye has made a contribution in drawing this to the attention of the House
and to the Minister of Labour and to the government.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Morris.

MR. WARNER H. JORGENSON (Morris): Mr. Speaker, there are one or two points--I
didn't hear all of the Minister of Mines and Resources' comments on this particular subject
when it was raised this morning. I had to leave and missed about the last five minutes of his
remarks. But he said enough at that point to cause me to rise at this point, and to draw atten-
tion to what I thought was some anomalies in his argument.

First of all, he continued to use the word "violence' in referring to comments that were
made by the Member for La Verendrye in connection with the stated beliefs of the Mennonite
Church, and he said that they don't believe in violence. It wasn't 'violence", that was the word
he was using, and I will read the section or the particular reference to it. It simply says:
"The principle of non-resistance." That is, the teaching that you would not use force to gain
rights or benefit for yourself. And I think there, Sir, is a considerable difference between the
use of force and the use of violence in the context that the Minister was attempting to use it,
because he tried to put on, it appeared to me, the worst possible interpretation of the member's
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(MR. JORGENSON cont'd) . . . . . remarks that he possibly could, to imply that the use of
violence was a very commonplace thing in these matters.

And the second point he made was that people who do not wish to belong to a labour union
are somehow or other doing a disservice or contributing to the disruption, destruction or the
ruination of the labour movement. And I don't for a moment believe that, Sir, because there is
in the Province of Ontario various shades of opinion, and indeed there is in this province,
various shades of opinion of support to labour unions. Some people may choose to belong to
a particular union because of the philosophy that they have towards negotiations with the various
companies that they deal with; others may want to take a more moderate attitude, and others
may want to take a very conciliatory attitude. Now, surely within the ranks of the labour move-
ment there are all those shades of beliefs, and it would seem to me that there is really nothing
wrong with two unions, one adopting one shade of opinion respecting negotiations with manage-
ment, and another one adopting another approach to negotiations with management; and that
workers within the same plant could belong to one or the other of those two unions.

Now that, in effect, is what happens in the Province of Ontario. The Christian Labour
Movement, for example, represent one shade of opinion in labour management relations that
attract a large number of people, and I understand they have something like over a hundred
contracts in force in Ontario simply because the members who choose to belong to those unions
have-a different attitude; not nearly as militant as many of the unions, and that gives them an
opportunity to belong to a union that more clearly expresses their point of view with regard to
negotiations with management. That is not provided for in our legislation.

Another interpretation that the Minister seems to be placing on the particular legislation
that we have before us now, is that unless the religion, the particular religion that is involved,
clearly expresses--now I'm not saying that it's the Minister's opinion alone; it's the Labour
Board that really has that interpretation. The Minister was just voicing it here this morning--
but unless that particular religion clearly expresses in their statement of religious beliefs that
they're opposed to unions, then any person who may have that feeling, their sentiments are not
acceptable unless it's contained in the statement of religious beliefs. Well, there are many
things that are contained within religious beliefs that are not incorporated in statements, but
they don't pass bills as we do in this House, that clearly defines what state of opinion the per-
son will have in the way of a religious belief. And surely, if it is an individual belief on the
part of the person concerned, that surely can be accepted as a statement of principle on the
part of that person. They can have the choice of either belonging to a union that more clearly
or more closely represents his thinking, or he can have the alternative, if he chooses not to
belong to a union at all, to have his union dues deducted and sent to an organization or a charity
that he believes is one that will use his contribution in a way that is more acceptable to that
person rather than to the union body.

It seems to me that the interpretation that the Labour Board is placing on this particular
clause of the legislation is that, come hell or high water, they're going to get as much money
for that particular union as possible, and I am convinced that the underlying motive behind this
whole thing is to enrich the coffers of that union more than anything else, and for that reason I
object very strongly to the attitude of the Labour Board in refusing these two people from having
their union dues deducted and sent to a charitable organization or an organization that they feel
more clearly and more closely represents what they believe in. I don't think it's up to the
Labour Board to determine what those persons' religious beliefs are, and they are abusing, in
my opinion, the terms of the legislation that is set out before them simply for the benefit of the
labour bosses who are obviously dictating to them. I resent very much, Sir, the attitude that is
taken by the Board in attempting to use this section of the Act as a means of diverting money
into the coffers of the labour unions that need not go there, or shouldn't go there, because it
should be at the expressed wish of the person involved, not the Labour Board, as to-what that
money's going to be used for. If a person chooses to belong to a union, that's fine. I would
agree with the Minister of Labour when he said that we should remove all restrictions. That
more closely follows my thinking than anything else that's been expressed in this Chamber.

MR. GREEN: The honourable member would again want me to correct him as would
the Minister of Labour. The Minister of Labour doesn't share my view nor the honourable
member's views in this connection. He referred to the Minister of Labour. It's the Minister
of Mines that he . . .
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MR. JORGENSON: I meant the Minister of Mines and Resources.
MR. PAULLEY: That is my . . . . opportunity taken . . . . there are differences of

opinion on the grievance.

MR. JORGENSON: Well, that need not have been stated by the Minister of Labour because
that becomes very obvious from time to time. But, as I said, I more closely follow the think-
ing of the Minister of Mines and Resources that the removal of all restrictions would perhaps
be the best solution to the whole problem. The restrictions that are imposed lead to abuses;
the abuses lead to difficulties; and indeed the rapid escalation of inflation in this country can in
no small measure - and I don't say that it's the entire cause of it - but it in no small measure
can be attributed to the compulsory features that are inherent in much of our labour legislation
today.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Mines wish to ask a question ?

MR. GREEN: I believe I am permitted a clarification, Sir, with regard to remarks that
the honourable member attributed to me. This was with relationto. . . . Mr. Speaker. He
said that I had referred to--there were two questions, one was the use of force and the second
had to do with--I can't now recall it--the second clause of the religion that was being referred
to, the second facet of it. Well, Mr. Speaker, having forgotten it, I guess I can't get clarifi-
cation. (Laughter) I would ask the honourable member this question, Mr. Speaker. Would he
not agree that when the bill was brought before the Legislature, that I indicated that I was
worried about the interpretation that he is now advancing being accepted, and I said that I did
not agree with that; and that the alternative, the alternative, and that is what the Honourable
Member for Morris is suggesting, would mean that every person would have a right to come
before the Labour Board and express his own belief that he doesn't believe in unions and there-
fore the money would have to go somewhere else, which is what I indicated what I thought would
happen.

And secondly, would he also agree that under a non-restrictive situation that a closed-
shop agreement between employer and management would result in those people not being able
to work there if they did not join the union under a non-restricted situation ?

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Morris.

MR. JORGENSON: Being in the Industrial Relations Committee when this matter was
being dealt with, I am not in a position to comment on what the Minister's statement was during
the course of the passage of this particular clause in the legislation, but I will agree with him
that under a closed-shop arrangement this could precisely happen, and this is one of the con-
cerns that I expressed; that the kind of power that can be wielded by union bosses over the
individual has created and will continue to create considerable problems for those people who
want to work and yet may not adopt a particular philosophy or approach to management adopted
by many of the labour unions today. And I think that a freer attitude with respect to unions will
remove many of the difficulties that we're being faced with.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Crescentwood.

MR. HARVEY PATTERSON (Crescentwood): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The debate on
Concurrence of the Labour Department has taken quite a strange twist, and we start off into an
area that we hadn't touched on previously. The philosophy of belonging to a union or having
unions operate within our society seems to have encountered some resistance, and I would
think that the time of that philosophy is long past. I think unions have become a part of our
society. I think they have become acceptable in our society, and I think they're operating rela-
tively well within the framework of our laws and regulations, what have you.

I just might say that the Honourable Minister of Mines and I don't see eye to eye on all of
the things that he proposes about labour laws and that. I'm probably more in line with what the
Honourable Minister of Labour thinks in this area. But each man to his own opinion, and I
respect that.

Union membership. I can't see the argument over union membership. It doesn't seem
to me to be too much out of line with having a membership in a Chamber of Commerce or a
Manufacturing Association or some Management oriented organization. I would think that
union membership is quite valid and quite necessary in our highly industrialized society of today
and it's about the only form that I know of where the workers can receive some small measure
of justice in the work place.

Touching on the paying of union dues. I have never had any conscience problem in paying
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(MR. PATTERSON cont'd) . . . . . for services that I receive, whether it be by way of union
dues, by way of taxes or whatever; and I think that it's only right in a democratic society that
the people receiving the benefits from whatever source should have some obligation to pay for
those services.

There was mention by the Honourable Member from La Verendrye, I believe it was about
the Mennonite people in paying of union dues. That I don't think we can single out the Mennonite
people alone. I would say that there's as many Scotsmen, there's as many Englishmen, as
many Irishmen that object to paying union dues as much as what the Mennonite people do. I
work with some boys of Mennonite faith and let me tell you they don't object to paying union
dues; they're very proud to be union members and they're very good union members and they
serve on our executive, they serve on our committees. I served in the army with some
Mennonite boys and they were the finest soldiers that anybody could want, but yet, there was
always the other side of the coin that left some impression with the public that the Mennonite
boys were all Conscientious Objectors, they didn't want to bear arms, they stayed home and
there was-a tendency to call them Zombies. But that wasn't only the Mennonite boys that were
in that class, so we can't put the Mennonite population in a basket by themselves and say they're
this or they're that because they're not. We'll find varying degrees of opinion and thoughts in
any segment of society.

The honourable members opposite tried to leave the impression that unions are a violent
group of people, that we always want to tear down the management structure, destroy society,
punch the boss out and all the rest of it. That type of philosophy . . .

MR. SPEAKER: Order please.

MR. J. WALLY McKENZIE (Roblin): I ask the honourable member to withdraw those
remarks, no such allegations were sent across in this debate.

MR. SPEAKER: Order please. The honourable member doesn't have a point of order.
The honourable member is expressing an opinion of his own. He's entitled to it. The
Honourable Member for Crescentwood.

MR. PATTERSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think the record will show that this is
what I said. It was my impression that what the opposite member was saying, that this is what
I took from their remarks. And I can advise the honourable members opposite that the vast
majority of the unions, if not all, are good outstanding law abiding citizens and they are not
prone to violence. They are well within the laws of any segment or any province, whatever you
want to take it, and they are not to be even insinuated as being violent, but the unions have a
tendency to be called that from time to time and I object to that very much because it's just not
true.

In regard to the paying of union dues for those people who supposedly object to paying
union dues because of something inside . . . I wonder if there's ever been any applications
received by anybody that they donate the pay increase that the union got them to some charity,

I wonder if that's ever happened. I wonder if the Honourable Minister of Labour has ever had

an application that the union got them a 15 cent increase through collective bargaining, that they
have an application they don't want the 15 cents because it came from collective bargaining,
therefore they would request that it go to the Health Sciences Centre in aid of cancer or some-
thing similar. But the paying of union dues to me is - the objection to it is strictly a red herring
and I don't have much sympathy with anybody who tries to get out of paying his fair share of
operating and maintaining the organization that he belongs to, regardless of what the organiza-
tion is, whether it be management organization, union organization, Red Cross or whatever.

The Honourable Member for Morris left the implication in my opinion that unions were
rich - that we had a lot of money. Well I just wish that that were true. I just wish that the
unions did have a lot of money, that the unions were rich. We usually find that the union hasn't
got enough money to put on proper staff, to properly educate the unionists, to properly organize
the unionists and probably this is one of the reasons why we have such a low percentage of
organized labour in Manitoba, is because the union movement in Manitoba just can't afford to
go out and organize the unorganized the way it should be done. So I would certainly not agree
with that assumption that the unions are rich.

It was intimated to me that the Labour Board of Manitoba is being operated or manipulated
by those big labour bosses. Once again I wouldn't have too much objection if that were the case,
anything that I hear about the Labour Board is usually just the opposite, the labour bosses are
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(MR. PATTERSON cont'd) . . . . . complaining that the Labour Board is not fair to them, the
Labour Board's too tough on them, the Labour Board is too management oriented. So where
the members opposite get their news from and indications from I don't know, and I'm sure that
the Honourable Minister of Labour gets the same type of complaints that I get about the Labour
Board.

Well he says he gets it from both sides. Well I know that the union boys that I associate
with, they are always telling me to get down there and see that Honourable Minister of Labour
and tell him to democratize that Labour Board a little better in order that the Labour Board
can get a little better hearing out of it, because it just doesn't seem to be working all that
favourable toward labour.

But how they can twist a matter of somebody conscientiously objecting to paying union
dues into all of these other fields in the labour movement is just hard to realize, that when
you're sitting here listening to it, it's hard to believe because really the point in the argument
got away off track and into other areas that weren't of any real concern on the point under dis-
cussion. But just while I'm talking on this particular department, I had intended to do so before
but the Honourable Member for Birtle-Russell is not here today and I wasn't going to take the
opportunity to comment on what he had said one day last week when he was speaking on the
Executive Council I believe and he got off into the field of labour. He was checked up on it by
the Speaker at the time but somehow he manipulated his way around and got into the labour field
and he indicated to the House that the leadership of this government, or the leadership of the
NDP Party is not within the NDP Party, it's not within the government, it's from the Union
Centre and the name of Len Stevens was mentioned, that great big international unionist that
comes down into the NDP Party with a club and puts them all into place.

Well I'm sure that the honourable members opposite, some of them possibly know Len
Stevens, and Len Stevens is no more American or some person from outside of Canada than
what they are. He's as much a Canadian as anyone of the members opposite. Len Stevens is
a very commendable person, he's usually very mild mannered and easyto get along with and
he certainly doesn't fit the image that the Honourable Member for Birtle-Russell was trying to
tag onto him, that he was the big labour boss with the big stick and could just whip this NDP
Party around and make them do whatever they wished.

Sometimes we in the labour movement might sympathize with what the Honourable
Member for Birtle-Russell was saying and hoping that some of the things he was saying were
true, that we could get their ear a little better and a little more often sometimes, because
some of the things that do happen we don't always agree with in the Party but nevertheless
that's the way democracy works. But I just wanted the members opposite to know that Len
Stevens wasn't the big bad guy that he had been painted to be because he's a first class citizen
of Winnipeg. He's a first class trade unionist and I'm sure that the leadership of this party is
within the party, the leadership of this government is within the government and as far as I've
been able to determine there's only one leader of this party and he sits right down there in that
front row, and I've indicated that previously and anybody that thinks any different just doesn't
know the operation of this party. And I just might say that the honourable members opposite
probably would like to have our leader on their side of the House but they probably haven't got
the right type of philosophy to persuade him to go over there and accompany you in your political
endeavours so we'll certainly only be too happy to keep our leader on our side of the House.
But I just wanted to make clear that he is the leader, not anybody else, whoever he might be,
whether he be a big international unionist or whatever. The leader of the party is right there
and I just want you to remember that and we'll be happy if you do so.

MR. SPEAKER: Resolutions 74 to 82 collectively and separately. Passed.

MR. PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, would you call Northern Affairs Resolutions?

MR. SPEAKER: Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding
$11, 962, 800 for Northern Affairs. Passed.

MR. PAULLEY: Call theResolutions on Public Works.

MR. SPEAKER: Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty $16, 547, 300 for Public
Works. Resolutions 104 to 108. Passed.

Resolved that there be granted to Her Majesty a sum not exceeding $13, 597, 000 for
Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Affairs. Resolutions 109 to 117 separately, collectively.
Passed.
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MR. McKENZIE: Mr. Speaker . . .

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Roblin.

MR. McKEN ZIE: Mr. Speaker, during the course of the review of the Estimates we
didn't have any time to deal with the estimates in our some 80 hours of debate and there are
certain matters that I think should be maybe raised at this time. Of course I shall not go back
and deal with the Lotteries Bill which we dealt with this morning at legislation, it's now history,
and express our concern about the manner in which the concept of the Manitoba Golden West
Lotteries, and of course there's certain criticisms that could be raised. But, Mr. Speaker,

I do raise some concerns at this moment of the enlargement of the number of employees that
are now working in this department and I went through some figures that rather concerned me,
where the temporary employees, and maybe these are ones that work in the parks in the sum-
mer whereby in threeyears it's raised from 530 to some 1, 157 employees. And the other one, of
course, was the enlargement of the boards and commissions that are now functioning within the
Department and the many offices that's involved in the Department in the City. Some of these
are certainly lengthy and of course we haven't got time to deal with them at this time. But I
think, Mr. Speaker, regarding the Estimates of the Department that the government should
maybe concern themselves with more promotion and more advertising matter to promote more
tourism in the Province of Manitoba, because under our present tax structure the government
gains as much revenue from tourist dollars as does the tourist industry.

I think if we look at the amount of gain that the province gains from the tax dollars on
energy fuel, some 17, 19 cents per gallon, they gain on the sales tax, and the figures that I
have at my disposal, Mr. Speaker, estimates that some $120 million this past year was gener-
ated from the tourism and of that a large portion of it ends up in the coffers of government.

Many of the service industries and local tourist operators have been expressing concern
to me that up to now the government has expected them to do all the leg work on sort of a volun-
teer basis to promote the industry but the benefits end up in the coffers of the province. So I
would say that the tourist operators and the service industries in our province feel that the
department and government should provide them with more guidance and more leadership as
they meet the challenges of this tremendously fast growing industry in our province. I'm told
by many of the operators that their operations are marginal and there's little profit in it for
them; they're told to go out and do a good job to promote the industry but the province is the
one that ends up with the largest amount of revenue from the industry.

The indication from the Tourist Convention Association of Manitoba that came across my
desk indicate that they're very unhappy with the present system and that they continually pro-
mote the industry and the government collects the dollars. So I would suggest to the Honourable
Minister that it is one of the fastest growing industries that we have in our province; it's got a
great future and we have only I think to work closer with the service industry people and with
the tourist promoters much more than we have been and give them the direction that govern-
ment can work with them and to plan for the next 10 years, or the next 20 years, or the next
25 years, it's not something that can be set up and designed for tomorrow because of the
amount of investments that go into it.

And of course, Mr. Speaker, it's well known to all members of the Legislature that if the
energy shortage in the United States continues, that the American tourists are going to spend
more and longer periods of time in Manitoba this year and as long as that crisis is with us,
and I think that my prediction would be in listening to a lot of the experts that we're definitely
going to have a big tourist year in Manitoba this year if the weather would give us a break and
co-operate. Figures that I have come across, Mr. Speaker, indicate that we had I believe well
over a million, almost 1.2 million American tourists that entered our province last year.
While it's maybe down slightly from the year before, it still indicates that a tremendous
amount of people are coming into this province from our American neighbours to the south.
And in checking out the amount of dollars that the department has spent in the United States
to promote that industry, I find that they've cut back from what their original concept of a
couple of years ago, when I believe the industry spent, or the department spent some $350, 000
advertising the wonderful things about Manitoba in our American places of advertising. But
for some unknown reason it was cut back. I just came back last weekend from having attended
a conference in the mid-west of the United States, and found there - we were phoning this USA
and Canada Highway Three Association - that there's going to be a great deal of interest from
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(MR. McKENZIE cont'd) . . . . . people that have never been in Canada before from our
American friends, and they are genuinely interested and they're wondering if there isn't some
way that we can work closer together with them. They suggested that if we have film strips or
little tapes that they could play on the radio stations along the way, that it would certainly be
helpful to tell the people that when they do travel north of some of the things that they're going
to get. And by the way, while I was down there some of our American friends provided us with
some tapes. I think they're very inexpensive - and one was left with Brandon radio to promote
Highway 83 - and the American Tourist Industry, I think that they have for us down there - and
the other one I left with Dauphin radio station. So I'm sure that maybe the Minister can take a
look at - they're simple and they're cassette form and very inexpensive to prepare.

Mr. Speaker, my notes are rather in a jumbled sort of form and I had them lined up a
long time ago for the Minister's Estimates. There's one matter of concern that came to me -
well, it just come across my desk - that one of the costume people that sells in the city -
costumes - and maybe the other Minister was dealing with it; that they are in the costume busi-
ness, and some of the theatrical people in the city put on big sales of costumes last year and
created many problems for their industry. And maybe I could send the letter over to the
Minister and he could take a look at it, and maybe if in future it does come up again we'll may-
be understand the problem there.

So, Mr. Speaker, I would say that the tourist industry (you can take that over to the
Minister) - the tourist industry from our American friends and Canadians that are going to
holiday in Manitoba this year, I think, will be up maybe 10 percent over last year, I'm sure.
We're expecting great increases again and Manitoba should gain a lot of tax dollars from the
industry. So I would ask that the Minister possibly give the small operators, the service indus-
tries and the tourist promoters better co-operation or work closer with them, and give them
some guidelines for at least 10 to 15 years ahead so that they know where we're going and they
know how they can work with government to continue to build upon this very thriving industry
that we have in Manitoba today and one that has a great future.

The need for additional parks in our province, Mr. Speaker, has been drawn to my
attention. I'm sure members on - well, all the members of the Legislature are familiar with
some of the letters that have come across and people that have been speaking to us about the
possibilities that exist at this time; and whether it should be the Federal Government that
should involve themselves with the need for a couple more additional parks in Manitoba; or
whether the province, or whether they should work jointly, I'm not prepared to say. But I
would say, Mr. Speaker, that Manitoba has the land, and the matter deserves attention at an
early date, I think, before other developments would maybe change the style. I understand
that the Federal Government spending programs add up to some 25 billion dollars across
Canada for the development of parks, and I would say that maybe the province should maybe
join the feds on the one park maybe, and that the province build the other one. The two of
course that I'm thinking about are the area east of Lake Winnipeg in the Precambrian Shield
area which strikes out from the east shores of Lake Winnipeg to the Ontario border; and then
the other, the southern boundary from the most southern tip of the Whiteshell to the northern
regions of Lake Winnipeg and Hudson Bay. The area to me and to those that have expressed
interest suggests that it is an excellent tourist potential and one that deserves the attention of
government. I understand that if in fact that the government, or at either level is interested
that there is certainly much work to be done in that area. And of course the first thing that we
need is some roads in there to let, as a pilot project, for people to go in there and take a look
at it and see if it has all the potential. I haven't explored it myself personally. But those that
I have talked to who have been there tell me that it has great potential.

The second park area I think that needs attention of the province and the Members of the
Legislature of course, is the north-western Manitoba area, the Pukatawagan area, where a
park in there I think would likely link up the communities of The Pas, the Cranberry Portage
area of Snow Lake, Flin Flon, Thompson, plus many of the other smaller communities there.
And the park provides a very natural area for the tourists that would come up on Highway 83
and Highway 6 and Highway 10, those highways lead right into the area; and it's a natural, and
one that I would suggest the Minister study and maybe take a look at and move as quickly as he
could because I'm sure most people today recognize the need at this time to further develop
the park system in our province.
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Mr. Speaker, let's deal then basically and quickly with the sports field, which is part of
the estimates of the department. I have had some concerns expressed to me that maybe the
government - of the violence that we find in hockey today where the case is on in Ontario now -
I've had concerns expressed to me whether government should get involved and urge the sports
people to try and tighten up the regulations or the way that the games are held - is one that
maybe the Minister would consider and take a look at, and maybe he has already, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker, this year of course in 1974, the Canadian Special Olympics for Mentally
Retarded people are to be held in this province. I think they're slated for June 13th, the 16th -
and I'm rather unhappy that I have not seen any advertising programs much and I don't know
whether the Minister is responsible. I think it's sponsored by the Canadian Association of the
Mentally Retarded people. But I was wondering if maybe the Minister shares my concerns in
that, that if in fact it is a Canadian Special Olympic, that even at this late date we could pro-
mote it and give it a littlepush in the advertising field.

I'm also familiar, Mr. Speaker, with the Canada Summer Games which are slated for
this province in 1976, and then I think every second year it goes from summer to winter, 1978
the Manitoba Winter Games will be held somewhere in this province. And I wonder if the
Minister would give us some insight in his replies to where he contemplates to hold the Summer
Games and the Winter Games. Is it to be urban one year, rural the other, or how he plans it?
It's a very ambitious undertaking, I congratulate the department and the Minister for moving it.
But I think that'the success of it will depend on the joint efforts of a lot of people. So I'm
wondering if the Minister could maybe advise if he's set up some board to guide us for those
Summer Games and the Winter Games, or we maybe could give it some insight as to where
we're going in that field.

I would also, Mr. Speaker, like to suggest to the honourable minister that maybe some-
time we could set up a committee of the House to go around this province to check some of the
sports facilities that are - there's a lot of money being spent on sports, through the moneys
that are being granted by the government to the various communities of our province and these
moneys, Ithink in everybody's estimation, are well spent. But in the meantime I think, to
co-ordinate our efforts so at least we're all going in the same direction, that it would be
advisable for maybe a committee of the members of the House to go around and take a look at
the facilities, see how the money is being spent, talk to some of the recreational directors on
the field, and talk possibly with some of the physical education instructors in the various com-
munities and see if we're all going in the same direction, that the efforts are co-ordinated and
that the moneys are not being wasted. I think we could check the coaches; we're talking of
track and field and the future of track and field for these games that's coming up, Winter and
Summer Games, if the facilities and the coaching are adequate so these athletes will be able
to compete on a national level. So I would say that it's a large undertaking for us in this pro-
vince, but it has a great future, and it's one that I support and it's one that the members of our
caucus supports, Mr. Speaker.

Manitoba, of course, I understand also, Mr. Speaker, will be staging the World
Gymnastic Championships in the year 1978 - and while I'm not familiar, I believe it's 50 per-
cent federal and 25 percent Winnipeg and 25 percent Manitoba for funding it. And I'm wonder-
ing, that's only four years away, if the Minister could give us any idea if the programs that's
being urged or offered to the young athletes of this province, especially those that are
interested in gymnastics, so that when we do arrive at the world level, that some of our
Manitoba athletes will be able to compete. I'm not that familiar with gymnastics. I have
watched the - especially the Russians perform on television on occasion, and it's a sport that
certainly has great interest to me. But I recognize as well, Mr. Speaker, you must begin a
very energetic training program and it's one that goes along for a long time. But I would sug-
gest that maybe if we start a program now of that nature that we would have some athletes that
are ready to compete in the year of '78.

I'm wondering, Mr. Speaker, if the Minister maybe could reply as-to how he's getting
along with the provisional master plan for the Duck Mountain Provincial Park that was presen-
ted to us a couple of years ago, and it's now being implemented - if he's had some problems
with the area, the development of the lodge was one that I questioned him during this session.
There has been concerns expressed to me by people, local people in the area that they haven't



May 29, 1974 4075

CONCURRENCE

(MR. McKENZIE cont'd). . .been able to get lots after having applications in for a couple of
years - and I think I gave one to the Honourable Minister the other day to cite an example.

The other one that was drawn to my attention, I'm sure it's one that's in most of our
parks in the province and a difficult one to resolve is, where people that live in the area ad-
jacent to the park come in and they feel that their trailer should sit there all year long, and I
don't support that. But I noticed last year in the area of the Blue Lake in the Duck Mountains,
there was some 30 trailer sites available and the staff there were only allowing some 12,
there was 18 unoccupied, and then they finally raised it to 16. But even still, if the facility was
there and they were phasing it out we should have destroyed the area or tore it up some way,

- not to let the people see that there was the trailer sites vacant and they couldn't be used. So
it did create a lot of concern in that local area.

Mr. Speaker, I also would hope that the Honourable Minister would give me some idea
how he co-operates with the Minister of Transportation, the Minister of Highways, to improve
our transportation system for the tourist people. I'm concerned that the road, No. 1 Highway,
which is our No. 1 artery to the east and west in this province, has still not been upgraded to
a two-lane standard beyond the area west of Portage there, while parts of it are now under
construction, but we're a long ways from having a two-lane highway to the border of our
neighbour Saskatchewan. I've had a lot of criticism, and maybe the Minister has, from the
portion, you know, where you leave the Headingley scale on that old No. 1 Highway; that surely
this province which is our No. 1 road, and I'm sure there's some federal money, that that
eight or ten miles that goes to the Assiniboine River on the lane that's on the north, should be
brought up to a much better standard than it is at the present time.

The culture and the libraries of our province, Mr. Speaker, are one of the things that I
think deserves some attention by the members of the Assembly. The lack of theatre space for
our amateur theatre people is one that's causing some problems for amateur theatre in our
province, especially in the city area. I think the Manitoba Theatre Centre was formed back in
1958, if my memory serves me correctly, and since that day the interest has been keen and
it's continued to grow at a very interesting rate. And with all this growth amongst people that
are interested in the theatrical world, they find that they're taxed beyond their limits for space
to perform the art.I understand that there's only two places available for the amateur theatre
people in our province, I believe that one is in the Planetarium Auditorium and the other is in
the Winnipeg Art Gallery. So I'm wondering if the Minister could advise the House if he's been
meeting with these people, and hopefully we could find ways to provide them with theatrical
space so they could continue to expand their interest in the arts and their promotion and
practising of it.

The cultural field one, Mr. Speaker, is one that has created some interest. I was familiar
with an article which I saw recently in one of the editions of the city newspapers, where a Mr.
Burns from Great West Life had attended a conference on culture in the Ottawa area and the
business community are rather unhappy with the manner in which the Canada Council have been
distributing their grant moneys to the various cultural groups. And apparently there has been
some evidence of mismanagement or it hasn't gone to the right groups, and they have suggested
the business community, that they are prepared to donate considerable sums of money to the
arts and the cultures of our people if they could get some liaison with the Canada Council. Now
I wonder if the Honourable Minister has met with these groups of businessmen and is familiar
with their thinking, that they are prepared to offer certain sums of money, and maybe in co-
operation with the Canada Council - up to now the business support for the arts and the culture
has been relatively small, which the Honourable Minister is quite familiar with.

1 also wonder if the Minister - I understand that there was a 25 or a 30-page report of the
arts prepared by the group headed by Mr. Burns, and that might be of interest to us in the
Chamber if we could maybe procure a copy. I don't think it will be released until maybe July
or some place in there. But I'm rather concerned if the reason that the corporations have
backed off is on account of the management of the Canada Council, and I don't say the Honour-
able Minister has sat down with the people of the Canada Council or not, but maybe he could
advise me when he does reply. But I think I could safely announce today, Mr. Speaker, to the
Honourable Minister, that the business community is ready to step in and if the Federal
Government will rearrange its subsidies, they will certainly be prepared to do their share.



4076 May 29,1974
CONCURRENCE

(MR. McKENZIE cont'd)

I would also suggest, Mr. Speaker, that we should possibly arrange for three or four
communities in our rural areas and sections of our urban community to get together in an
effort to preserve and document areas of historical sites, and the bill that the honourable
minister presented in the House today is one that does create some interest in that, no doubt.

I can see that they have been doing considerable study. Manitoba now is 100 years old.
Winnipeg this year is 100 years old. So I think it's time that we became very serious in pre-
serving some of our heritage and the archeological investigations of our province and what
they've released, and start putting them away for the future. It's not too many years ago, Mr.
Speaker, that we find our school system changed from the old one-room school to the divisional
system, and I recall the struggle it was to find, even today, some of the school registers from
those schools at that time, and that was a tremendous amount of history of the rural communi-
ties, and apparently a great deal of it has just disappeared. So I think that we possibly, through
the legislation and more direction to the people that are in the archeological field, the museum
field, can encourage them more than we have to go out and save these artifacts and start
preparing our history. Again, I'll speak very briefly on the concerns that's been expressed to
me and other members from the Dauphin area regarding - I don't know where this rumour came
from, that they were phasing out the Parkland Library System, but it was a rumour that got
spread around all through that general area out there and I've had dozens of letters expressing
great concern. I have checked into it and I believe it was some of the employees in the area
that did start the rumour over, but it's one--and I thanked the Honourable Minister of Highways
the other day who did finally give me an answer and say that the system will not be phased out.
It's one that there's a great interest in the area and a lot of people devoted to books and litera-
ture and that have been pretty up tight about it, so I hope that the Minister will continue to
build upon the Parkland, which was a pilot project. It's been a good project; it's been well
accepted. They've had good people there to--this lady that came in from the Maritimes to set

it up ~ I just can't recall her name - has done an excellent job. And the literature is being

well handled, especially the schools. I find great interest amongst the school students today
who with the libraries in there are continually lugging books home to continue their education.

Mr. Speaker, those are basically the brief short remarks that I would like to offer at
this time, and possibly next year we can devote more time to this department, which I think is
a very important one and one that's going to continue to grow at a tremendous rate. The
tourist industry, I'm sure, will maybe equal all the other, be as big an industry as we have
in this province in the next decade. Manitoba has a great potential for tourist people. We've
got fresh water. We've got the four seasons. We've got so many things in our favour and it's
an interesting place. So I would urge the Minister to use all his skills and his talents in this
department and staff to continue to promote what I consider to be one of the real booming in-
dustries and which has a great future in Manitoba .

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Assiniboia.

MR. STEVE PATRICK (Assiniboia): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I will take a few minutes
to offer some remarks perhaps that the Minister would consider, because I feel if there was a
time in Manitoba that the Minister can ever become a great hero, this is the time that he can
in this department, because some of the other provinces have already undertaken programs in
their provinces to stimulate this industry because of the gas shortage and the problems they
have to cross the line; that the Province of Ontario had a program for the last several months
and so do the Proviace of Alberta, to attract more tourists to their provinces. I know that
tourism on a national scale ranks as the second largest industry, Mr. Speaker, only next to
grain. The potential of tourism and recreation has never been realized in this province to the
extent that it can. And really, in the Province of Manitoba I believe it ranks somewhere fifth
or sixth. So really the tourist and recreation industry can be developed in Manitoba to the point
where it does take its rightful place and be one of the second largest industries.

Canadian foreign tourists last year spent a total of four billion dollars in Canada and some
400,000 jobs were created as a result of that expenditure last year, Mr. Speaker. As a result
of that spending, Manitoba did not get its fair share and this is what I would like to bring to the
Minister's attention, because we have the potential that can be developed in this province, and
the Minister if he would only . . .and create the kind of atmosphere, the kind of policies that
are necessary. I see the Minister is not even listening at the present time, but I hope he'll
take the time to read the remarks.
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A MEMBER: He's being interfered with.

MR. PATRICK: I feel that tourism has the potential, Mr. Speaker, in Manitoba to be
one of the fastest-growing industries. People have more leisure time, more inclination to
travel. The government would make tourist attractions more popular. They should make the
tourist attractions more popular. We should improve our historic sites. We should have new
attractions with broad appeal, develop historic sites, and regional festivals and activities I think
should be given consideration. Leadership also must be provided to the private sector through
planning activities, promotional efforts and public information.

I think the first thing that the tourist asks is, what is there to see ? I believe Manitoba
has many things to see. Our historic sites. This is a city of great religious centres. I believe
Manitoba has most fortunate historical information because Manitoba was the first settlement
in the settlement of Western Canada. The history of the buffalo hunts in the 1840s. The Red
River carts. This is a very rich history as far as culture is concerned. What about the Lower
Fort Garry, Mr. Speaker ? The government, I understand, has poured millions into it and
again is spending some money, and I believe the story must be told by way of advertising to
our tourists and visitors. In Manitoba there are many other festivals, regional festivals, and
haven't been promoted and exploited to the extent that they should be. I know that the government
in the last three years have started to pay more attention as far as our regional festivals are
concerned. So the Minister has many areas, many areas that he can promote the kind of tourism
that could really make this province jump with activities.

The other point that the Minister may not be aware of and has not considered, the tourist
industry is very labouring, intensive industry, and we can create many many jobs, not only
during the summer for our young and university people, but permanent jobs. I know that even
the winter carnival has not been exploited to the extent that it should be in this city. So whatIam
trying to say to the Minister, this could be the fastest-growing industry. It has the potential tobethe
fastest-growing industry and allareas of Manitoba has a goodpotential for development of this indus-
try. And surely leadership must be provided by thegovernment to the private sector as well, through
promotions, through public information, and Ibelieve that Manitobans should be encouraged to take a
portion of their holidays and Canadians shouldbe encouragedto take a portion of their holidays in
Manitoba instead of travelling somewhere else or travelling across the line.

I believe that 90 percent of the tourists that arrive in Manitoba, arrive by automobile,
and this is another indication that this year we'll perhaps have more tourists. And I would
like to hear from the Minister what kind of estimate has he got to indicate, to tell us the number
of tourists that will be arriving in Manitoba and the kind of spending that will be taking place in
Manitoba in 1974. Surely the Minister has this type of information and this would be most inter-
esting. I know that only 50 percent of the tourists that arrive in Winnipeg stay. I believe the
remainder of them travel to other parts of the province. And the most unfortunate part, Mr.
Speaker, is that the tourists only spend so few days in the Province of Manitoba. I understand
from the records from his own department, I believe it's one or two days that the tourist
spends in this province, and either they're passing through or they take a look, and the key
to the tourism in this province should be to convince the tourist about our historic sites, about
our lakes, and perhaps they can stay longer. And this is what the Minister has to do through
proper promotion. As I say, it can take a proper place as an industry in our province, but we
need some promotion. And really, I think if the Minister can give it the kind of a stimulant
that's necessary, surely this can be one of the fastest-growing industries in our province.

I know some points have been made by the Honourable Member for Roblin and he made
some good points, covered the estimates pretty well; we didn't have time to debate. But surely
the point of establishing more parks is important. The Member for Portage-la Prairie had a
resolution on the Order Paper where the Federal Government has committed money to develop
another national park in this province. While I believe some five national parks are developed
in Canada, and the other provinces are going ahead with their plans, or developing their
parks, in here we have been waiting for several years and are still waiting because we can't
make a decision where the park should be developed. I believe that the Minister can make a
decision, and it was suggested by some, I know it was suggested by some of our speakers, that
perhaps a park should be developed in the triangle of The Pas - Flin Flon, in some of that area,
and I think that we should go ahead with that park. All that's required is the Minister and the
government to make a commitment where the park should be located. I believe the Minister,
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(MR. PATRICK cont'd). . .the federal Minister, has indicated the money is available and they
want to go ahead with the development of this park. Now I don't know what is the hold-up and
what is the delay. The other provinces have taken advantage and are developing their parks.

The second point that has been mentioned in this House on several occasions is the
establishment of a wilderness park on the east side of Lake Winnipeg. I believe that the province
should proceed to establish a provincial park on that side, perhaps to protect the genuine
wilderness recreation area, and from the information that came to my attention I understand
that side of Lake Winnipeg is a beautiful area with great potential for tourist recreation. The
lake has many sand beaches, and surely that's an area that the Minister can give consideration,
and I hope he would give some indication to the House, to the members of the House, what
progress he has made. I believe that there were many other groups that have suggested to the
Minister that this would make a beautiful wildemess park on that side and I cannot see why
the government has not proceeded. I know that the Member for Rupertsland has made the same
remarks when he was speaking. I believe it was in the early part of the Throne Speech he made
it one of the times, and I indicated to him the same speeches have been taking place in this
House for the last four or five years, and the same statements have been made, but we seem
to get very little action or no action from the government in respect to development of a wilder-
ness park in that area. So I would hope that the Minister would give some, some consideration
in respect to that area. I know that we have some great regional attractions throughout the
province where many thousands of tourists do attend, and in fact they're just catching on and
taking hold. For instance, just a week or so the Buffalo Bar-B-Q, Manitoba Buffalo Bar-B-Q
that took place in the Assiniboia constituency, was one of the, probably the largest attraction
that they 've had in Assiniboia for many many years. I know such things as the Morris Stampede,
the Altona Sunflower, and the North West Stampede in Swan River, many of these attractions have
attracted many many people and many tourists. So, Mr. Speaker, I would like to hear from the
Minister what his program is.

The other point I would like to ask the Minister, what is the plan to open more recreational
lots for lease to the public so they can--is there any plans by the government to open any new
lakes ? There are many lakes in our province and at one time I believe one of the Ministers was
advertising from the government's side a province of 100, 000 lakes, I believe. I know there's
quite a few lakes, and all I would ask him, to just open one or two, and surely he would create
the kind of activity that the people would like to be able to lease a hundred feet of property,
and I would like to say that the leases should not be extravagant or expensive so that we could
make it possible for the people to be able to build their own cottages, which they have done in
the past in the Whiteshell. This has been the case. So I would like to know if the Minister has
any intention of opening any new lakes or any new parks, and is he prepared to offer these lots
for lease or not? What is the program ? Surely this is sort of an exciting department for the
Minister, really, and if he can only show some enthusiasm and really tell us what his plans
are, I think that perhaps we would have much more enthusiasm for this department as well.

So I will be able to hear, I'll be glad to hear from the Minister what his plans are, Mr. Speaker.

The other point that I wish to bring to the attention of the Minister, and that is in respect
to the high water in some of the lakes in the Whiteshell, and particularly, I will refer to one, is
Falcon Lake. I'm sure that he knows that perhaps anywhere from half a million to perhaps a
million dollars' worth of damage has been done on the lake by high water. The information
that I'm getting from the people that have been on that lake for some thirty years, that the water
is the highest that it's ever been in that period. And the reason the water is the highest is
because we built a road along the south shore of the lake. There's a causeway. And we put in
two little culverts for the water to escape through .Falcon Creek into Shoal Lake and into the
Whiteshell - or into the Lake of the Woods. And it's just not working. I mean, some of the
people have told the engineers that it's not going to work. We have a similar situation in
Sturgeon Creek on Portage Avenue in St. James, where one of the old timers in Woodhaven told
the engineers and told the contractor, he says, '"Look you'll back up the water all the way back
down Sturgeon Creek and it'll flow over Portage, while the Assiniboine will be empty.' And the
engineer said, '"No, it's going to flow so many cubic feet per second and no problem.' And
exactly what some of the oldtimers in Woodhaven told engineers, exactly what happened. On
two occasions this year, for two weeks on one occasion the water did flow over Portage Avenue
and just recently when we had the heavy rainfall again, Portage Avenue had to be blocked off
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(MR. PATRICK cont'd). . .because the culverts and tkLe bridge is not sufficient to take the
water that is now draining into Sturgeon Creek. And we have the same situation in Falcon Lake.
There is no need to have all those properties damaged if proper precautions would have been
taken to let the water out, because there is facilities, there's controls to let the water out to
the lake and control the lake. So it concerns me very much, Mr. Speaker, when we didn't have
proper precautions taken and there was damage done to the extent it is. And I know I have talked
to the Minister on several occasions, in the House and privately, and he's undertaking to do
something; but if there's no action taken,I will tell you that lake will not be utilized to the fullest
extent this summer because the water will stay high as it is at the present time. It will not be
able to drain through the small culverts that we have there. I would like the Minister to tell us
what his estimates are in respect to the kind of money that will be spent by tourists in this
province.

The other point that I would wish to deal with, Mr. Speaker, is recreation and physical
fitness. I know that there has been considerable effort made in Ottawa by the Minister in
Ottawa in respect to this area, and I would like to know what the Minister's actions will be in
respect to where we had studies, very recent studies, where both private and public have
revealed disturbing deficiencies in our fitness and particularly the programs that they have
in our high schools at the present time. And I know that some schools have 15 minutes of a
physical fitness program a day,and some have maybe once a week. Surely this is an area that
perhaps the Minister can take a look, because I feel such fitness is the responsibility of the
government at all levels, the family and the school. And surely if it means--the studies have
indicated it means less dollars spent by our Health Department if there are proper programs
within our schools, and this is my feeling, that perhaps the Minister can take a look at.

I know that we will have - the Manitoba Summer Games will be staged in 1976, with some
30,000 athletes that may participate. I would like to know what kind of preparation has been
undertaken to have these games and to have this sport competitions in our province. I believe
that we have to strengthen the organization of all sports on a province-wide basis, Mr. Speaker.
And who will participate, you know, what age group? And I think that some planning has to be
done at the present time, this is not something that we can wait till 1976. I know when we had
the Pan-Am Games in Manitoba and in Winnipeg, there was a considerable amount of prepara-
tion. So I would like to hear from the Minister, you know, what provisions he's making on a
province-wide base for selection of athletes to represent, you know, to represent Manitoba.
And the Canada Games, I would also like to ask him what participation will there be by - will
there be any kind of games in conjunction by the handicapped people, because as I'm sure that the
Minister knows that one of the best rehabilitation programs that have been discovered to re-
habilitate our handicapped people. I'm sure he's familiar with the wheelchair programs that
we had, The Pan-Am Games that we had here in 1967, where we had for the first time in
Canada wheelchair sports on an international basis where many countries participated. I know
it was difficult to arrange that program. I was involved to a great extent because at that time
I was chairman of the Canadian Parapalegic Association, and there was a lot of money required
to put these games on. But as a result, a national organization for the handicapped people was
formed in Canada, and as a result through grants and donations from people, were able to stage
wheelchair games the first time on an international basis in Canada. And that took place here
in Manitoba. So I wonder if there will be any participation by these people in the Manitoba
Summer Games, and perhaps there could be some program.

So these are just a few points that I wish to bring to the Minister. I know there are some
other members that want to participate, but I do hope that the Minister would concern himself
to some extent as far as the health and physical fitness is concerned because I believe in every
day work fills such a state of well being. It's very important. It has great effects on the cost
of the health program and surely the Minister can - if he's not yet excited about his portfolio,

I believe this is one that he should be excited because it's the kind that I think he can really
do great things for this province.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Point Douglas.

REV., DONALD MALINOWSKI (Point Douglas): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker,
we've spent most of our time in this House discussing the economic issues of this province.
The issue I want to discuss today concerns the ethics, morals, and values of our community.
I'm going to talk about the movies. I wish to speak today to you as a father of children, children
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(REV.MALINOWSKIcont'd). . .whose welfare I am concerned about and I'm sure many other
parents must be today. I wish to speak to you as a member of this Assembly with a responsibi-
lity towards the community to attempt to make our province somehow a better place to live, to
raise our families and to create an atmosphere that encourages our citizens and our youth to
become finer people.

I speak as well on behalf of many concerned parents in the Point Douglas constituency
which I have the honour to represent. I ask you, can the present exposure to that sort of films
now playing in Manitoba really help in making this province a better place? I'm sure all honour-
able members are aware that movies shown today are not the kind we used to see when we
started going to the movies. In fact, most of the movies playing in Winnipeg today could have
not been shown legally in any theatre in Canada even six years ago. In the latest horrible
example, The Exorcist, a 12 year old girl uses the foulest language and performs one of the
most disgusting acts. For staging this obscene act with this young girl the producer of this film
would a few years ago have been charged with contributing to juvenile delinquency. Film critics
have described The Exorcist as a vile and despicable film. This can be said of a large number
of films being shown today. The question is, Sir, how long are we going to tolerate this vile
and despicable garbage polluting our community ? Nude sex scenes, sex perversion in every
form have become regular features in hundreds of movies. The most disgusting, the most foul
language and profanity can be heard loudly and clearly in many movie houses. Brando in the
controversial movie ""Last Tango' went the limit, both in the foul language used in this act
and perversion portrayed. The highlight of this film is a simulation, an act of sodomy. The
judge in this case decided the film was not obscene and the Manitoba Court of Appeal upheld
this ruling. I find that verdict hard to accept. Have we already reached a stage of decadence,
where even acts of sodomy are considered fit subjects to be presented on the screen or stage
in public theatres ?

According to the figures I received rrom the Film Classification Board, 223 out of the
459 films they had last year were of the type that were classified into one of the restricted
categories. In other words, half of the films coming into this province are devoted to extreme
violence or explicit sex scenes. In some of the films the sex act is staged in a most grotesque
way, in the most sordid atmosphere, pimps, prostitutes, gangsters, murderers and criminals
of every sort are the most regular features. In so many films there is not a trace of humanity
depicted. In so many films not a shred of human decency is portrayed. But, Mr. Speaker, I
don't want to say too much about the disgusting movies. I am not sure whether I am boring the
honourable members or whether I might entice them to the path of evil. I don't want to do
anything to encourage them to go to see pornographic movies. At the same time I hope they
are as seriously concerned about this evil trend in modern films as I am.

I wish to commend the honourable members of the Conservative Party, and I say this in
all sincerity. I was glad that at their last convention in Brandon, they dealt with this issue of
the harmful effect that bad movies have on our society in these confused times. I saw in a
press report of their convention that they showed one of these pornographic films. I am also
glad that the majority of those who saw the film walked out in disgust before it was over. I
particularly want to endorse without reservation. . .

A MEMBER: What movie was that ?

REV. MALINOWSKI:. . .the appeal made by one of their delegates. This is a secret, what
kind of a movie. You are not a Conservative, my dear friend.

A MEMBER: What's the name of the film ? I want to go see it.

REV. MALINOWSKI: As reported in the press, he asked his fellow Conservatives: '"Take
a stand against perverse and depraved films, to take a stand on the common standards of
decency." Mr. Speaker, this is exactly what I am asking this House to do today, take a stand
against the depraved film makers, take a stand in favour of common decency and humanity.

Sam Goldwyn, the noted film producer died recently. He belonged to the class of movie
makers who believed in making movies that entertained people. They gave the people a wide
choice. They gave us serious dramas. They gave us comedies. They gave us films that made
us cry or films that made us laugh. They concentrated on talent. In those days, not so long ago,
film makers had as their guideline the motion picture production code. Under this code, nude,
simulated sex acts were ruled out. Foul language and so much else that is vile in films today
was simply ruled out by this code. This code remained in effect until around the middle sixties.
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(REV. MALINOWSKI cont'd). . .Then we started thinking about the permissiveness society.
Step by step the principles in the motion picture codes were side-tracked. Step by step more
nude sex scenes appeared in films. Step by step the scenes of violence, torture and killing
became more explicit. Now we have reached the stage where many film producers have aban-
doned all standards of decency. Now you can watch scenes of simulated intercourse in any
number of theatres. Now you can watch even acts of sodomy in the movies. Now you can even
watch a 12 year old girl in the movies violate herself with a crucifix. Mr. Speaker, enough is
enough.

The most honourable members might agree that the standards set out in the motion
picture code in 1956 were too puritanical. Will they also agree that the standard in our legis-
lation with regard to films were too puritanical for our age? But whatI want to ask today is
this, should we have no standards of decency in our public theatres at all? If the motion
picture code of a few years ago is now considered out of date, is it reasonable to suggest there
should be no code of ethics at all to govern film making. Yet this is the situation today. There
are no standards, no guidelines, no code of ethics for the film producers. Lawyers for instance
must abide by certain codes of ethics. Members of the medical profession must conform to
certain standards. Every profession, every industry must conform to certain standards. Food
producers must conform to standards that safeguard health. Builders must conform to building
codes. Only the movie makers are now without a code, without moral, or even artistic
standards. Only the movie makers are alone unto themselves. They are absolutely free to
inflict upon the public every type of degrading film. They are free to inflict upon communities
the vilest kind of film garbage, and there seems no power willing to restrain them. But I see
at least some slight evidence that we do not want to become a completely decadent society. I
noticed in the press a man was fined $500.00 recently for renting out what is known as stag
films. I also remember another case where a man paid a heavy fine for selling obscene
photographs. I wonder, Mr. Speaker, in what way a photograph or a so-called stag film could
be any worse than some of the pornographic movies playing in the public theatres today ?

I notice that Mr. Justice Monnin in his dissenting judgment on The Last Tango case
called this film a piece of debauchery which goes beyond the Canadian community tolerance
level. In this judgment he considered this film obscene in fact and in law. I agree with his
opinion and I am glad Mr. Justice Monnin took that stand.

I don't know how we can establish in any accurate way what the Canadian community
tolerance level is. At the invitation of the Film Classification Board I went to see some of the
disgusting garbage filling our movie houses all across Canada. I know. The films I saw recently
are well beyond my own tolerance level. I feel sure, Mr. Speaker, a fair cross-section of
people of all age groups and . . .anywhere in Canada would condemn most of the film garbage
polluting our communities today. But in this matter the people have no say, and this is the
tragedy. This is as we call democracy. But in the matter of films a tiny minority of film
producers have all the right on their side.

Films in the past four years have been getting progressively more explicit and depicting
violence in every form of human depravity. But the producers of the sodomy scenes in The
Last Tango, the producers of the revolting scenes in The Exorcist have already boasted in
the future films they have even worse things in mind. I realize we do not have too many options.
But if our films come from the United States, which most of them we are getting, we know that
in some part of the United States hard core pornography such as Deep Throat and similar films
are shown. However, in recent federal legislation in the States, have been granted the right to
set their own standards of decency in films. In Canada the provinces likewise have the right
to determine what kind of films they are willing to tolerate. In this matter we do have the right
to assert our independence from that part of the United States where hard core pornography,
and even worse, is being tolerated. .

All T ask this House to consider is, whether we are willing to sink to the same level, or
whether we will take a stand and make clear to the film pornographers that there is a limit to
our tolerance. We should say it loud and clear to the film industry there is a limit to the vile
and degrading garbage we will allow them to inflict upon our community. I am not so naive
as to suggest that only good should be portrayed in films, nor that all films will be top quality,
but surely we are being subjected to the other extreme today where the great bulk of what is
being shown is all manner of violence, bloodshed, perversion, degradation, and filth. According
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(REV. MALINOWSKI cont'd). . .to statistics in France, 400 films were produced in recent
years. Now, Mr. Speaker, in these films 310 murders were shown; 182 false testimonies;
505 adulteries; 84 seductions of minors; 14 forgers; 104 bank robberies; 74 blackmails; 43
arsons and 642 sex scenes.

Surely people learn at least partly from what they are exposed to. Can this really be what
we want our society to proclaim ? Are there no good movies to be made any more ? Is life only
to be shown as violence and perversion ?--(Interjection)--There would be no point in reopening
the debate about film censorship. I don't think censorship is the answer to our problems today.
The same kind of degrading films are being shown in all provinces even though most of them
have boards with censorship powers. Actually we never had censorship in this country. The
motion industry had its motion picture production code and the various provinces and legislation
who accept the standards of what was considered the community level of tolerance. The people
on the various boards were there to see that the standards in the provincial laws were not being
violated in the films' day of old.

During the hey-day of permissiveness all standards were abandoned and the worst of the
pornographers in the film industry set the pace. I want to add, Mr. Speaker, with a very modest
proposal, I suggest a committee or a commission be formed to study and draw up a motion
picture code for this province. It is not for me to suggest at this time what should go into this
code, but surely acts of sodomy, real or simulated, would be ruled out. I would hope that at
least hard core pornography and the obscenities in this disgusting film The Exorcist would be
ruled out as unsuitable for presentation in a public theatre. I realize the difficulties of censor-
ship. I would not want to see us cutting scenes here or there out of films. I realize that to
establish in the law what constitutes community standards in is very difficult. But we make
laws in other areas that not everybody agrees with. We cannot simply absolve ourselves from
all responsibility to society in this one area because not everyone thinks exactly the same
thoughts about films. Are we to declare that in this one area we shall be a completely lawless
society ? Or shall there be at least some limits, some restrictions of balance to the film
industry. It is really a question, Mr. Speaker, of where wewish our society to go. What are
we trying to prove ? What do we want to teach our children ? Where is our present road in
cultural and ethical areas going to take us ? If we do not recognize our responsibility for this,
who then will? I ask your consideration of the proposal for a committee or commission in
this field. Thank you very much. (Applause)

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Portage la Prairie.

MR. G. JOHNSTON: Would the member who has just spoken submit to a question ?

REV. MALINOWSKI: Yes.

MR. G. JOHNSTON: Is it not a fact that the members' vote a few years back was instru-
mental in abolishing the censor board and allowing for pornographic movies to flood in here ?

REV. MALINOWSKI: Mr. Speaker, I didn't vote for pornographic movies. No, I just
voted for a classification board, and okayI agree with that. But now I might explain thatI am
not satisfied. I didn't realize the Classification Board will be powerless as it is now. As I
mentioned also during my speech that also in the other provinces they have a censorship, and
the same situation they had as we have here with the Classification Board. But what I'm
suggesting, Mr. Speaker, is to find out some other way, some commission, that we can draw
out a sort of a line of tolerance, what kind of films we can see, or rather be seen here in our
province.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Leader of the Opposition.

MR. SPIVAK: Well,I want to make one comment with respect to the remarks that were
just made. I think it was very clear that whenthe Classification Board was brought in that there
was no censorship involved, that all the Classification Board would be classify and that the
categories of classifications were set. There was never any intention at that point, on that basis
of that bill, for something to be restricted not to be shown. It could be limited under certain
conditions, and they were sort of laid out in the Act itself with a respect to the classification
for a --(Interjection)--No, I'm sorry, even then I'm wrong. I guess I'm wrong even in that
respect. I think the restriction was for someone under 18, if I'm correct. That's right, it was
with respect to someone under 18. But only under certain conditions, or a certain particular
classification if I'm correct. But with respect to general viewing by adults or anyone over 18
there was no question, there was no censorship to take place. It was simply a classification
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(MR. SPIVAK cont'd). . .and the arguments advanced at that time by some of those who did
oppose it was the fact that even though the line was not being drawn anywhere, that it was open.
If the honourable member suggests that he never thought that it was going to reach a point

that the line could be drawn somewhere, it was very clear that the line was never going to be
drawn, it was simply going to be a classification process, and that's all.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Mines and Natural Resources.

MR. GREEN: Yes, well, Mr. Speaker, I too am going to spend about as much time as
the honourable member spent. In fairness to the Honourable Member for Point Douglas that is
not the thesis upon which certain members proceeded, and each person had a right to choose
the basis upon which he was dealing with that bill. The honourable member will recall that I
took the position that he is taking, that I said that I did not believe that there should be any
censorship. He should also recall that the Attorney-General took the position that the present
censorship board was a screen for theatres which prevented a successful prosecution for
obscenity, and that censorship would be more effective by a direct application of the obscenity
laws. --(Interjection)--Now the honourable member will also recall that I said, that I knew that
he was going to prosecute and thatI hoped that he lost, because as far as I'm concerned I don't
agree with the existing Federal Government obscenity laws. But certainly it is legitimate for
the Honourable Member for Point Douglas, who I don't happen to agree with, to have been of
the opinion that if we removed the Censorship Board and had a Classification Board, and we
dealt with obscenity under the Criminal Code, that that would prevent the kind of a problem
that he is now talking about. Now, I don't think that it will, and frankly I am of the opinion,
and I'm not going to go through my whole position as I did before, that freedom in this area
will result in society gleaning out the good from the bad and that it will not perpetuate itself,
that we had enough pornography with the strictest kind of censorship to know that it doesn't
work. But the fact is that it should not be suggested to the honourable member that he voted
in favour of not having any kind of supervision over films. There was indicated at the time
that the supervision would come out of a direct application of the Criminal Code.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for St. Boniface.

MR. J. PAUL MARION (St. Boniface): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I'd like to make a
very brief contribution to the debate on this Concurrence motion. I think that the speakers
that spoke to the motion before me accentuated the parkland qualities of this province during
the summer season. I think that there is one aspect that I would like to draw to the Minister's
attention, and that is the fact that in the very near future, some time towards late fall, that
the Winnipeg Convention Centre is going to come into being. This is going to be one of the very
finest facilities available in North America for conventions, and it would seem to me that any
amount of effort that can be made by the Minister in his department to work along with the
Winnipeg Convention Centre Board itself in promoting these new facilities will be very much
appreciated by all Manitobans, and Winnipegers particularly, because as we know this has been
a joint venture between the City of Winnipeg and the province itself.

Now I think that not only am I asking the Minister to give all the consideration that a 23
million dollar-plus facility should warrant, but I am also saying to him that there are parkland
qualities in the Province of Manitoba during the winter months and I'm quite sure that there are
many activities that could contribute to the well-being and could realize tourist dollars in the
winter months. I'm asking the Minister to do whatever he can in promoting these facilities on
a year-round basis and to help make it the phenomenal success that we all hope that Convention
Centre will be.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Minister of Tourism and Recreation.

MR. TOUPIN: Mr. Speaker, in the few minutes that I have available to me I'll attempt to
answer some of the questions that were put to me, and in doing so I would like to make refer-
ence to some of the notes that I have before me that actually touches on a lot of the points brought
up by the different members of the House as spoke on this Concurrence motion. I would like
to thank all members that have spoken because we did not have a chance to get to the Estimates
of the Department of Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Affairs.

There's a lot of things that we do have within this department, Mr. Speaker, which is
common all across the world and one being the energy crisis that we have in our province. And
the Honourable Member for Roblin made reference to this energy crisis and how this will
affect what is being planned in regards to the touristic dollar that we anticipate in this province
in 1974.
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I will attempt to illustrate some of the problems that I see and some of the solutions that
we can look at.

Due to the fact that shortages of fuel is prevalent throughout most of Manitoba's farming
tourist market area, the tourist branch of this department has been forced to change its pro-
motion and advertising strategy to correspond with the expected changing travelling patterns.
Although it is naturally uncertain at this time what the over-all effect of the current fuel
shortage will be on Manitoba's 1974 tourist season, research studies carried out by the Canadian
Government, that is the Office of Tourism and our own department, are optimistic and indicate
these trends for 1974.

1. Canadians will likely be travelling less in the United States, that is in 1974, to avoid
inconvenience as a result of fuel shortage.

2. A significant number of Americans living within the few hundred miles of the Inter-
national Border who had planned to tour their own country will now be heading for Canada.

3. Gasoline shortages in the United States are expected to further advance the current
trend on the part of American visitors to remain in this country for longer vacation periods.

4. There shouldbea sizeable increase during this the coming season in the number of
Canadians from other provinces vacationing in Manitoba.

I am pleased, Mr. Speaker, to inform my colleagues in the Legislature that last year
the department had the foresight to anticipate the impact the energy crisis would have on the
travel industry and conducted an experimental saturation advertising campaign in the
Minneapolis-St. Paul area. This campaign proved to be very successful both in the kind of
response it generated and in the result it had on those Americans who came to Manitoba.

One such positive result is the fact that border crossing surveys indicate an increase
in overnight tourists at the expense of those who came just fer the one day. This is certainly
to the advantage of our province as this trend means greater tourist revenue. Another is the
fact that a study commissioned by the department's Research Branch last year indicated that as
much as 74 percent of the Twin City adults with incomes of $10,000 or more were aware of
Manitoba's advertising, that is in 1973. As well our computerized conversion studies showed
that over 30 percent of those who took the trouble to request information on Manitoba by
sending in coupons actually visited our province last year. Plans in this fiscal year for the
withdrawal of some marketing funds earmarked for the Minneapolis-St.Paul area in order that
a similar campaign within the Iowa-Nebraska region may be started. This marketing approach
coupled with other programs being carried out in nearby areas has made Manitoba a household
word in ever-growing nearby markets.

Other major efforts planned by the Tourist Branch for 1974 include Manitoba-Week
promotions carried out in shopping centres in four nearby American cities.

The continuation of the package tour program offering timely Manitoba vacations available
to those who choose to drive or fly to Manitoba. However this year these tours are offered to
travel agents by the Branch itself. This was necessary because of the problems experienced
last year and because of recommendations from the travel industry itself.

Another major effort to be implemented this year is a new group travel program designed
to develop Manitoba as an ideal location for company sales meetings and seminar. Thope
I'm being enthusiastic enough for the Honourable Member for Assiniboia. I'm attempting to be
jovial and sparky. This year. . .

A MEMBER: Effervescent.

MR. TOUPIN: Yes. This year, the Canadian - like the St. Boniface wine - the Canadian
campaign has been supplemented by the shifting of approximately $30,000 from the American
magazine allotment to a western Canadian radio program. We believe this to be wise in view
of a changing trend pattern and the fact that 10 percent more Canadians visited Manitoba last
year than had the year previous. This campaign is designed to supplement newspaper and
magazine advertisements in eastern Canada.

The Tourist Branch is also making special efforts to spread out the tourist season into
the spring, autumn and winter months to increase promotional activity prior to and during those
seasons.

Tourist Branch reception facilities, the front line area on travel competition, are being
enlarged for the coming season. Reception centres are being set up in strategic locations at the
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(MR. TOUPIN cont'd). . . entrance of Greater Winnipeg, within the city itself, and a number
of standardized reception kiosks are being built for the use of organizations throughout the
province that are dispensing travel information. A new major reception centre is now being
designed for the Manitoba-Saskatchewan border. Also plans are under way for a reception
centre at Churchill, Manitoba. During the year anew tourist reception office is to open at the
Ontario boundary. This complex will also include a 45-unit campground and a picnic area.

The Branch Inquiry Service already recognized as one of the most efficient in all Canada
is to be further improved with the planned installation of an automated mail packaging machine
to provide even more rapid replies to the growing number of requests for Manitoba information
from potential visitors across the world. These promotional efforts as well as plans for con-
tinued emphasis on creating awareness of vacation potential within our own province through an
in-province campaign are all planned to insure that Manitoba will continue to enjoy an annual
increase in its share of the travel market.

Last year, Mr. Speaker, tourists in Manitoba rose 4.2 percent over the previous year
with a total of 3.4 million visitors contributing in excess of $220 million in gross provincial
revenues, making tourism the fifth largest industry in the province. And I contend that tourism
given the right perspective and the enthusiastic support of all members of the House, of the
private, co-operative, and public industry, that it can easily become the first and the largest
industry in our province.

In an effort to encourage more capital investment in new tourist facilities, new and more
sophisticated counselling services, will now be directed to assist perspective tourist operators
and to catalogue the various investment opportunities that exist in the tourist field.

I now briefly will touch on the park planning in regards to recreational facilities that re-
flect the interest and needs of Manitobans. The Research and Planning Branch continued its
program on park use studies with a detailed look at the Whiteshell Provincial Park, which in
1973 accounted for nearly 40 percent of attendance within the entire park system in our province.
Particular attention was paid during the study to the increasing number of Manitobans seeking
the undeveloped areas of the park on foot and/or by canoe. As the use of such area increases,
greater attention must be paid to the maintenance and protection of the quality and character
of the environment in these areas.

While travel and recreation activities in parks account for an important growing segment
of Manitoba's total leisure-time activities, most recreation is still undertaken within the indivi-
dual's own community. This has always been the case and it will probably long continue to be
so. In order to assist the department's program in community recreation and cultural affairs,
the Research and Planning Branch has continued to focus research activity at this level. During
the past three years work has been undertaken in co-operation with the National Department of
Health and Welfare in the study of community recreation needs and opportunities. Studies were
undertaken of the benefits and costs of local recreation programs and facilities to provide
guidance and insight to managers of these programs at both the provincial and local levels.

The organization of recreation programs,the funding of recreation, the cost of facilities,
the potential benefits from district recreational directors were all subject of study undertaken
by the branch. In the coming months programs of research at the local level will be continued
into means of increasing the access of all citizens to recreation programs of interest to them
at costs that can reasonably be sustained by the citizens in general.

During the past year the cultural and recreational exchange programs brought people
from rural Manitoba to take advantage of opportunities in Winnipeg and vice versa, and enable
tours of cultural programs throughout the province. One of our goals is to increase the variety
and richness of opportunities that will be available to everyone in this province no matter where
they live. More than $1.2 million was distributed to 109 communities during the year as capital
recreational facilities grants and this grant program will continue in 1974 of which a portion
was announced just a few weeks ago. Each individual grant represents only 25 percent of
building costs, so in effect these grants generated at least $5 million in community recreational
facility construction throughout the province in the last year - over 20 million in the three years.
It is our hope that this kind of support can be given to cultural facilities in the province as funds
become available.

Through the Manitoba Arts Council, and the Honourable Member for Roblin was making
reference to culture in his remarks, a 12-person body appointed to promote enjoyment of the



4086 May 29, 1974
CONCURRENCE

(MR. TOUPIN cont'd). . .arts, the provincial organization of the Music and Speech Arts
Festival, has been provided with a full-time Executive Secretary who was working with the
province's 28 Music and Speech Arts Festival. In response to the urgent appeals for practising
artists, the council initiated a support program for material for a one person art exhibits and
for assistance in the presentation of these exhibits. I'm passing, Mr. Speaker, because of lack
of time.

Mr. Speaker, the question of library service was touched on by many members of the
House, the Member for Swan River, the Member for Roblin, and other members - I know my
colleague the Minister of Highways is equally concerned about the policy that is to be adopted
in regards to the library service in the province, and there has been a lot of letters fed to
many members of the House including myself, and I thought that I clarified the intent of
government to at least the Honourable Member for Swan River when questions were posed of me
when I was in the House. Copies of letters that I have sent to individuals in those communities
have been equally sent to the respective MLAs and the policy of government is not to curtail the
library service in the parkland areas but in the few months that we have before us before the
agreement becomes due, we hope to have a presentation ready for Cabinet to consider a broader
policy in regards to public library service, including hopefully an integration of the public
school library service that we have now in the province.

MR. SPEAKER: The Honourable Member for Swan River.

MR. BILTON:. . .the Minister is aware that this suspension or this doubt in the libraries
in our area anyway has been the cause of the stoppage in the transfer of books from library to
library. There's a tie-up of books been transferred from one library to another because of the
uncertainty. I wonder if he knows of this.

MR. TOUPIN: No, Mr. Speaker, I wasn't aware of that problem. I'm sorry to hear that.
Hopefully that the Co-ordinator, the Director of Libraries at the provincial level can help
solve that problem.

By the way I would like to extend congratulations to the City of Winnipeg in the progress of
its plans towards a new library service facility.

I would like to briefly touch, Mr. Speaker, because members of the House that have spoken
on this Concurrence motion have on the sports program that we have before us, and this would
include the establishment and the operation of the Sports Administrative Centre at 379 Cumber-
land Avenue in Winnipeg, an increased program of sports development assistance, the Manitoba
Games Development Program, and in order to provide ongoing administrative support for the
provincial sports governing bodies, my department has made grants available to the sports
governing bodies, to assist in hiring of ten full-time sports co-ordinators, seven on the multi-
group basis, and three for individual sports groups, to administer province-wide support
programs. At the present time the Centre houses offices and representatives for 43 sports
activities.

The Administrative Centre provides office space, meeting rooms, and common services
such as typing, printing, duplicating, and mailing.

A Resource Centre which will carry samples and catalogues of available sports literature
and films is under development.

Additional services include a communications equipment bank to make available to sports
groups a variety of audio visual equipment to facilitate programs and training, skill evaluation
and the recording of special events.

The Administrative Centre has a principal role in providing administrative backup service
for the sports governing bodies in encouraging province-wide participation in all sports of
provincial, national and international significance.

The provision of this administrative support will permit sports groups to place a greater
emphasis on skills development and wider participation at district and regional levels in all
areas of the province, and in turn permit a greater choice of participants in major multi-
sports events like the Manitoba Games and the Canada Games, and a special Grants Advisory
Committee consisting of representatives of the various sports groups will assist the department
in determining the extent and evaluation of projects that have been submitted for assistance by
the sports governing bodies.

I have met with this group already, I have met with several other groups, the Sports
Federation and others but unfortunately because of the commitments of the House at this time I
have not had the opportunity to meet with that many groups.
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The Honourable Member for Roblin asked if I had the opportunity to meet with business-
men's groups and I have met with some of them but not as many as I wouldhave likedto, and this
is one of my priorities once this session is over to start looking at some of the activities within
the Department of Tourism, Recreation and Cultural Affairs, and equally to go back to my
constituency to see that everything is going well. I can't forget Springfield, it's so important
in my mind.

Generally these projects will be in the area of special shill development of athletes,
coaches and officials, as well assisting in staging provincial, regional and national champion-
ships and partial travel assistance to sports events, regional and national in character.

In order to provide additional opportunities for all Manitobans in sport competition of
their choice, my department has further developed the earlier announced concept of the
Manitoba Games and will continue to assist Manitoba's participation in the Canada Games.

The first fullfledged Manitoba Games to be staged in 1976 will see a total involvement
in sport activities in all regions of the province. During the next fiscal year preparations will
begin to lay the ground-work for this extensive undertaking that will see more than 30,000
athletes participating at the district level, and more than 2,500 likely to be eligible to compete
in the provincial finals. The objectives of the games are to provide equal opportunities for all
Manitobans for participation in sport competitions, to encourage increased participation by
athletes of all ages in the sports of their choice for fitness and enjoyment, including another
game between the City Fathers and the Golden Boys on December 20th, 1974. The challenge
has been submitted on behalf of all members of the House. To strengthen the organizational
structure of all sports activities on a province-wide basis, to discover and develop athletes
capable to advancing to higher levels of achievement in sport, to provide a province-wide
base for selection of athletes to represent Manitoba in the Canada Games and international
events, including the Olympics in 1976.

The success of the Manitoba Games will be the result of the enthusiastic support and work
of thousands of volunteers and participants, and on the effective implementation of support
services and co-ordinating efforts of sports governing bodies, the private sector and the various
levels of government.

The Manitoba Games is an ongoing concept. It will take place every two years between
summer and winter activities. The Manitoba Games will include two prelude events. The
Manitoba Games, Northern Region, which were held in Thompson from February 28th to
March 3rd, was a sports competition that saw over 400 participants from 33 communities in
ten sport activities. A forerunner of the Manitoba Games provincial final will be held in Decem-
ber of this year in the City of Winnipeg to coincide with the City's Centennial.

In the Manitoba Games Centennial over 1,500 Manitoba athletes in 16 sports activities
will vie for spots in the contingent that will represent Manitoba at the 1975 Canada Winter Games
to be held in Alberta.

The Manitoba Games Board to assist in the development of over-all organizational
structure of the Manitoba Games has been named. This board is responsible for development
and implementation of the working policies of the games and for marshalling of all the resources
available from other levels of government as well as the private sector.

The responsibility for organizing regional competition will be in the hands of 13 regional
games boards, seven rural and six city.

While it is expected that the games sport menu will be similar to that of the Canada
Games and international events, provisions will be made at the regional and district level for
competition and sports that have local or regional significance. My department will assist in
the selection, training and preparation.

That is probably, Mr. Speaker, one of the reasons why when the Honourable Member for
Roblin made reference to a large increase of civil servants and part-time staff into the Depart-
ment of Tourism and Recreation that we see possibly a larger increase this year because there
is a lot of events that are planned and that means more staff, more people getting involved, and
I think that these are good programs and we have to provide for them. It costs more money and
it does take more staff. I do hope that the honourable member will understand that and not
criticize us for, you know, attempting to answer the needs of the different communities in the
province, especially those that want to help themselves.
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In regards to the Manitoba Winter Games that will be held on February of 1975 in Leth-
bridge, Manitoba will field a full contingent of over 200 athletes. My department is continuing
discussion with the City of Winnipeg to assist the city in the funding for construction of a major
amateur sports facility. A grant of $500,000 will be available for this purpose if they so
desire and they've been told of that. This grant will be made on the same basis as the other
capital recreational facility grants in our department, namely that it would be a maximum of
25 percent of the costs of the facility.

I am pleased to note, Mr. Speaker, that great strides had been made by the Parks Branch
in the past five years in providing facilities in our provincial parks and recreational areas.
However it is in this field that my department runs into another of those basic problems,
keeping abreast of the ever accelerating public demand. In last year's Estimates great emphasis
wag placed on the acceleration of capital development projects for the fiscal year 1973-74 along
with long-range planning to meet future demands on outdoor recreational facilities. Significant
progress has indeed been made in both these areas and we propose to continue this thrust in
the next year.

The number of visitors who use our park system in the past year again rose over the
previous 12 months by more than 17 percent. On this account we are recommending substantial
increases in various sections of the Parks Branch Estimates in order to focus on better mainten-
ance and further improvement of our park facilities. Looking to the immediate future, indications
are that this is not likely to be the end of capital expansion required through our park system.
In the past year 4,370,000 persons made up the total park attendance with 126,000 camping
permits sold. This figure for the first time included 150 winter camping permits in Birds
Hill Provincial Park, which is part of my constituency.

An important new focus within the Branch current capital development program is on
history and archaeology research.

Mr. Speaker, I see that I won't have time to pursue my notes this evening and just in
case something happens that I can't be back in the House when this Concurrence motion is back
on, I will make my notes available to members of the House so they know exactly what will
happen in their given area.

MR. G. JOHNSTON: Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Minister would prefer to carry on the
next time Concurrence is up because I know there are some who would like to ask some
question of him instead of terminating his address now.

MR. SPEAKER: Unfortunately the format under Concurrences doesn't allow us to go
back and forth. Once the Minister has spoken his time is done. That's it. And he will have
ten minutes the next time around if we call it 5:30 now.

The Honourable Member for Radisson have a point of order.

COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTION

MR. HARRY SHAFRANSKY (Radisson): Mr. Speaker, no. By leave I wish to make a
substitution in Law Amendments Committee. Substitute Barrow for Bostrom. I believe there
have been other substitutions made.

A MEMBER: On what ?

MR. SHAFRANSKY: On Law Amendments. Barrow for Bostrom.

MR, SPEAKER: Before I adjourn, I'd like to remind members Municipal Affairs meets in
Room 234 and Privileges and Elections in Room 254 at 8:00 p.m.,both meetings.

The House is now adjourned and stands adjourned until 10:00 a.m. tomorrow morning.
(Thursday)



