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i COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY

MR, CHAIRMAN: Department of Youth and Education. Resolution 103. The Honourable
Memtler for Rhineland.

IMR. FROESE: . . . discussed the last time, I felt that they were passed too fast too,
because it just happened that I was out of the House one day and when I came back the next day
they were passed. I feel that estimates of this size, of $150 million or close to it, I think
should receive careful and close scrutiny.

I think when I was speaking just before the dinner hour, that I mentioned the control of
costs, and certainly I think there is need to control costs to a certain degree but, as I indicated,
I think this should be done at the local level because our government will find itself in trouble,
in mylopinion. Next year when the new budget will have to be made up, no doubt there will be
further increases. The cost of Medicare is now added to the budget and this means that there
will bLe higher taxes, and I wouldn't be surprised if there were higher taxes on real estate,
especially on commercial and businesses, and if this is‘the case we will hear an uproar and a
cry from the business community of this province. I don't think there is any other way out,
that y;ou will have increases ekcept that we have controls at the local level. I think the people
of this province should have a greater say, and a greater say in the determining the amount
that tt;ley are willing to spend on education. The honourable member who spoke on the govern-
ment side earlier - I forget the riding momentarily - mentioned that we shouldn't think of
educa:tion costs in terms of cost but rather in terms of investment. Here I care to disagree to
a great extent. Naturally, education is an investment but I think when we talk about investments
we taﬂk in different terms than when we talk in costs. When we talk of investments we generally
talk of investing our surpluses, money that we have to spare, and not go deep into debt to invest
of thié type that you will have no direct return in place. We know, as was already pointed out by
the Member for Ste. Rose, that too much of our learned people, of our people who have acquired
good éducations, leave this province and I feel that we must ensure that, in addition to providing
equality of educational opportunities throughout the province, our young people are given the
chancLa to employ their skills closer to home. I think this is very essential, otherwise we will
not benefit from this so-called investment, or this investment, because other people will then
be reé.ping the benefit. I feel the two of them have to work close together. Our economic devel-
opment here in this province has to be tied in with the educational program. Otherwise education
is a c‘ost to us and not an investment, and I think we have to keep that in mind because, as you
will know, the capital costs, the moneys we spend at our universities are being capitalized and
the m‘oneys are being borrowed for that purpose, and this is a dead weight debt to the province.
It shows on the books as a dead weight debt. It's not a self-liquidating debt as so are the utili-.
ties. It is a thing that has to come out of our taxation and has to be paid for, and I think we
remember too well, not the last Premier, the previous Premier to that, he more or less had
the same interpretation of school costs as investments, and I don't think the people of this
proviﬁce accepted that too readily. In fact, in the first round it was refused. However, because
of the! people throughout the province not benefitting through the grant system that was offered
under|the centralization of schools, they were left in the cold and therefore they finally accepted
the plan, but I'm sure that this was the very first downfall of his Premiership, and I think it
had a ‘bearing on his final demise. ‘

The previous government had in mind to give the Public School Finance Board greater
contrci)l over education costs, and that they were going to be able to review the budgets and have
this power to allocate funds - and probably curtail them as well, otherwise there would be no
power to control; but it has not come about and I have yet to hear from this government what
their ‘intentions are as to how to control costs in education.

I recall too well the meeting that was held in the Civic Auditorium, where the different
parties were invited to speak on the matter of education and certainly, if I recall correctly, the
New democratic Party did not indicate that they were going to control costs from the top down
as was being proposed, and I think this had a bearing on the vote, and to a certain extentI agree
with them. I don't believe in controlling costs from the top down. I think this control should be
exerc‘ised by the people themselves because they are the ones that are paying the taxes, they

are the ones that are paying the shot, and they should have a greater power to determine as to
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(MR. FROESE cont'd) . . . . what they're willing to spend in education. Certainly I am one
and a great believer in education. Ihave spent many years in assisting the trustees of this
province in their organization, and I feel education is a must and we must provide proper
education for children.

Some years ago we heard a lot of talk of equality of opportunity. Today we hear very
little about it. After the centralization program was in, this theme was dropped, yet I find
today that we do not have equality of opportunity as yet - not to the extent that it causes hard-
ship for certain students compared to others. We are centralizing our schools into larger
centres. This means that other pupils have to drive long distances to school and many of the
youngsters are tired before they arrive, and therefore I have never subscribed to the centrali-
zation program to the extent that it is being exercised, and I'm just wondering whether this
government's proposal is to further centralize the education system in the province or not. I
would be glad to hear from the Minister about this very point.

There was mention before by the Honourable Member for Riel that I was not in favour of
increased support from the government for schools. I don't thinkI have ever said this. I have
always maintained that we should have greater support from the government, especially in our
area, but that we should not take away the control from our local people. This is where I've
been very keen on and I still believe in that, and I don't think I have reason to change my mind
about it because the parents and the people back home should have a right to decide for them-
selves, in the matter of education, to a larger degree. I believe that we should have increased
support from the government with probably less taxes and less money coming from real estate.
This is a matter that has been debated in the House over the years and I think we have reached
a point where we can no longer add any more taxes on real estate because, if things go wrong,
people, farmers cannot sell their crops or, in case they do not have crops - as many of them
will not this year, in certain areas the crops are very slow - that they might not have the means
wherewith to pay for their taxes and in that case lose their investment, their life savings, in
default because they are unable to pay their taxes. And I certainly would hate to see this happen.

Federal aid was already mentioned and I listened with real interest to the Honourable
Member for Ste. Rose in connection with the matter of asking the Federal Government for aid
and assistance to education - federal aid, and that we would probably have to argue our need
for this. In my opinion this would show up a very weakness and we would have to argue the
points where we fell down as a government in Manitoba and I don't think that this would be very
proper in my opinion, That is not to say that if money is coming our way that we should not
accept it. In fact, I think the cause of the great industries in the east and the tremendous
protection that they are getting and which we in the west are helping them to pay for, I think
we are deserving of some federal aid in that respect. But at the same time I would not be too
strong a proponent for federal aid. I feel that we should be able to manage our own affairs and
run our house accordingly so that we will be able to manage.

The student aid program is another matter that I should briefly touch on. I feel that there
are a number of cases where students are not receiving the aid that they would like to get. We
know this is a federal program but it is administered by the provincial civil service and certain
criteria are set up which are the same apparently, I take it, in all provinces, but some students
have difficulty in getting the aid that they need or would like to have. I think if improvements
can be made along that line this should definitely be done and should be checked into in my
opinion.

Mr. Chairman, these were a few matters that I felt that I would like to mention at this
point. I no doubt will have other matters to bring forward as we proceed along the various
items. I believe that we have to exercise great control in how we are spending the taxpayers
money when it comes to education because this is the largest spending department that we have
here in this province. We are spending almost $150 million under these estimates and I think
our taxpayers, our people of this province are entitled to see that we get the most out of every
dollar that is spent for this prupose. As I said previously I do hope that this new government
will be successful and I do hope also that they change their policies in certain respects.

I don't think I have to remind the Minister that the multi-district divisions are still the
stepchildren of this province. They are not getting their fair share of support to educate their
children and I feel that a change should be made and I do hope this government will bring in a
change in that respect. Because these people are paying the revenue tax, which is also called
the sales tax, and which was originally called the education tax. They've been paying it for
these years, several years now, and because of the densely populated area in my riding - and
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(MR. FROESE cont'd) . . . . . I'm sure that this also applies to some of the other ridings that
do not ‘enjoy the same support as the unitary divisions - that they are deserving and I feel a
change should be made so that these multi-district divisions will receive the same teacher
grants, same operational grants, that the unitary divisions are enjoying at the present time. I
certainly hope to hear from the Minister on this. I do hope that this change will be made be-
cause if not they will probably have the same fate as the previous government did because I think
our pec{)ple in this province deserve equal treatment, the children deserve equal opportunities
and therefore we should see to it that justice is done.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Churchill.

1\‘[R. GORDON W, BEARD (Churchill): Tonight I'd like to, in addressing the Minister
first o§ all congratulate him. I believe they have chosen a man with an eye to the future. I was
wondering in these days of priority what he has in mind in respect to youth and education and
certainly will be looking forward to his remarks, if not now, when the new session is called
next ye%ar, because this will be his session and his responsibility.

I believe that in some cases we have possibly created a monster in our excitement
to put the emphasis on education, and this is one that we have to not only keep under control but
we certainly have to know where we are going. This is one of the problems which seems to be

affectiﬁg us throughout the whole of the nation; because what is priority in education, where

does it‘ start? We hear most of it in respect to universities and the priorities at high level
education, because I think students are able to discuss it more freely, they are able to get
coverage on this, and perhaps it is driving them from pillar to post in those areas in which the
squeakiy wheel gets the most grease.

I think maybe it is time to pause and reflect a little in respect to education, and I say that
because of course the emphasis in the other half of this province has to be placed on other than
university. I would like to, before I get into this, congratulate past governments in the empha-
sis theiy placed in the building of Cranberry Portage school, the development of this integrated
ser Vicz“a, and certainly the credit that it has been to not only the Indian children but the integra-
tion of'all of northern children in the high priority of bringing both Indian and white children
into echation's future.

I believe that The Pas industrial school has been good. It has. . . certainly in northern
Manitoba which has not to date kept up or got into pace with industry and I would hope there
would be something done about that. I think that possibly if there is anybody to take to task
tonight it would be the Federal Department of Indian Education along with I suppose our own
in., .|

MR. CHAIRMAN: May I interrupt the honourable member for a moment. There is quite
a bit of volume of conversation going on in the Chamber. I would ask members to please lower
their voice or pay attention. Would the honourable member continue.

VIR, BEARD: Maybe we should go out and buy them a cup of coffee, Mr. Chairman.

Il think that in respect to public school areas of our education we have found in the north
that the children are not being prepared to cope with the necessities of high school education,
and of course the university education, and I would hope that this government will be able to
put a larger emphasis on their kindergarten classes in the north both on and off the reserves,

and in ‘fact act as an ombudsman in making sure that Indian Affairs Department do take the

steps that are necessary to bring these new Manitobans into step with the other children in our

provinc‘:e, because they are lagging behind. Far too often they are eight and nine years of age
before ithey are out of Grade 1, and this makes it almost impossible for them to compete. We

find tha‘lt when they are coming to Cranberry Portage from the small communities that they
are certainly not fully qualified to meet Grade 9 standards. This comes from many things, an

apathy}in respect to their parents; I think it's an apathy in respect to the teacher; and certainly
it comes from the teachers themselves, being far too often permit teachers, and yet really I
find thgt a permit teacher can be as good as the one that is more qualified and can really take
an inte&'est in the young children. But if there was a message, I would like to leave it with the
Ministt?r to make surethat he did see to it that public school education in the north received
the emphasis of priorities which his department is able to bring about in the other southern
groups‘. He certainly has a wonderful civil service department which has always co-operated
with the affairs of the north, and this is far more than I can say about many of the other depart-
ments \Of government and which maybe we'll have more to say about a little later on in other

estima‘tes. But with the school system it has come a long way. I hope it never forgets that it
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(MR. BEARD cont'd) . .. .. has a long way still to come.

In closing, I would like to pass along the remarks of South Indian area where it was
brought up at their meeting there that the department had asked for a lay or permit teacher that
would be bilingual. This meant Cree and English, and the qualifications would have to be Grade
10 or better and such on to assist the others teachers. And the payment - I can't remember
right now - but if the Minister would look into it, I believe the allowance was ridiculously low
as far as the wage was concerned itself. It was far lower than the white permit teachers would
be getting in that area but still they wanted an Indian, a bilingual Indian, to assist them in teach-
ing and there was a discrimination, a rank discrimination in respect to the pay that she would
get or he would get.

The living allowance was - I just can't remember but it seems to me it was either $12. 00
or $15. 00 a month or something along that line - but they were expecting far more from the
permit teacher who would be an Indian than it would be if she were a white person coming into
that community. This was advertised throughout the area so it wouldn't necessarily have to be
a resident. I think they are right in bringing that type of person in so they could communicate
with the children themselves, but the salary certainly wasn't inducive to bringing in good permit
teachers that were qualified to speak both langauges.

I won't hold you up any longer, Mr. Chairman, but I just would like to make sure that we
are on record in the north in respect to our school situation up there, and we will be looking
forward enthusiastically to what progress the Minister has been able to make by next February
and maybe at that time we will be able to either chastize him or throw the bouquets his way.
Thank you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister of Youth and Education.

MR. MILLER: I would like to thank the members who participated in the debate so far.
Frankly, for the remarks they've made, I've personally found them very helpful. I find that
they've been on a very high plane and have stuck to the issues at hand, the problems of education
in Manitoba generally.

Starting from the first speaker the Member for Riel, who as the former Minister of course
has a knowledge of the estimates which no other member possesses and who generally discussed
the problems as he saw them when he was Minister and felt that I would have to face up to in the
months ahead. I want to thank him for the tenor in which he carried on this discussion and the
level at which he approached it. Some of the remarks he made I can assure him I will look at
very closely because his views were expressed based on his experience, and I know the experi-
ence he gained in the months he was in the department is something that I have yet to learn. So
that I can't, or shouldn't shrug them off and I can assure him I don't intend to.

The whole question of manpower research or resource developments and targets thereto
are important. We certainly have to know where we're going; we certainly have to know how
we're going to get there and what we are going to do when we achieve certain goals. Is it within
our means? Is it within the scope of the department that we have the necessary set-up and wish
to achieve them. I agree that this is of course an area where we have to work very closely with
federal manpower agencies because our program and theirs have to be very closely related.
They have to mesh at all times in order to make sure that the programs we offer in Manitoba
are meaningful.

All members expressed some concern or questioned the fact that I didn't get up and pre-
sent to the House my philosophy in education and my long-term proposals. Of course I could
have got up here I suppose and made a speech and I doubt anybody would have quarrelled with it
because I think all of us have the same attitudes basically. We're all seeking the best for the
students, for our children. We all I'm sure desire to make it possible that every individual
develops to his maximum potential. We're all I'm sure agreed that we'd like to raise everyone's
horizons and therefore their expectations. We're all also I'm sure agreed that we want to
motivate people so as to broaden their cultural as well as their educational horizons, So it isn't
in that area wheredisagreement will come up. The problem really is what is the pace of develop-
ment? What are the orders or priorities? What do you do first? What do you do second? What
steps do you take? And it is in those areas, or as I remarked when I opened the debate, ¥ cannot,
because these are not my estimates, even start dealing with these matters except in the few
short sentences I've used and which I'm sure everyone feels the same way as I do about it.

However, the Member for Riel did pose a question which I knew he was going to pose and
which did not come as a surprise to me or to him, his remarks regarding the petition of the
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(MR. MILLER cont'd) ... .. Manitoba Students' Union, I think it was, and his disapproval
of the fact that this government did not take any action in regard of the petition. And he

pointed out quite correctly that some Cabinet Ministers, some MLAs - some various, more
than ju‘st the one Party - had endorsed that petition, and it was a lengthy presentation and the
petition attached thereto. I said it publicly on orders before the day and I say it now; I did sign
that petition. I agree in principle with the aims and objectives of that and I hope to see the

day when we do have universal accessibility to higher learning in Manitoba, and not just through
univer}sity but post-secondary education generally.

And I can tell him, the Member for Riel, that I have colleagues on this side of the House
who would have liked to have seen some action taken at this very session. On the other hand,
I also have to say to him that the petition left out - the petition that was circulated the day of
the opéning of the House - left out a key word and that key word was the word "utmost", that
we would do our utmost to hold back fees; to do something about student aid and bursary pro-
grams‘ and convene in national conference. It's very difficult to do one's utmost when you're
in session within a few weeks after getting into office and when things are pretty well set;
when tPe bursary program is laid out months in advance; when the student aid is established
months in advance; when the dates for filing of applications for that student aid program are
laid ou}t months in advance; and when you get into office you find that most of them are either
processed or are almost through being processed, that the date for qualifying applications,
the date at which the applications can be accepted, some cases go back to February, some
cases %to May, some cases to June, other cases July., By the time I got into office the eggs
had been well scrambled and there wasn't much that you could do to unscramble them, which
dcesn’-‘t mean that I take this matter lightly.

So I would ask members and the students generally to look at one thing the government
has do‘ne and which I suggest has had as much impact and perhaps more in the way of the easing
of the financial burden and that is the roll back - or the shift rather - in the medicare costs
from the premium tax that was introduced the other day by my colleague the Minister of Health
and So‘mal Services. Students who are married, or who are over 21 years of age and who are
no longer dependent on the family - and this group incidentally that's over 21 represents about
two—th‘lrds of the student body at the universities - they will benefit far more by the roll back,
by the change in premiums than anything we could have done with regard to the student fees.

So that the program as pronounced by my colleague had an effect, a salutary effect not just to
students but all of Manitoba, but students included. And, as 1 say, this applied whether to

those ‘students over 21, of which they are two-thirds of the student body, or even those who are

home ‘with their parents. In the case of their parents, certainly if it was a married -- as you
know, ;for a couple the savings were approximately $102. 00 or $103. 00,

So that by and large, whether it was this vehicle that was used or another vehicle that
was uéed the savings are a very real one and the effect I suggest is equal to or better. And
I'm not saying this in order to get out from under or to say, well now we don't have to do any-
thing about fees, now we're not concerned about fees, because I think I can honestly say to you,
and I think most people in this Chamber will probably agree, that they too would like to see the
barrier, the financial barriers eliminated from anyone who seeks to better himself in his
education -- and that is even the Member for Riel. How do you like that. -- (Interjection) —-
I'm not going to tell him what he said last year. He knows what he said and forget about it.
And if my colleague will stop hecking me, then perhaps I could get on.

§o, Mr., Chairman, asI say, I just wanted to point out to the Member for Riel that this
is not'a matter of a breach of faith because I can assure him that this is an area where we are
still concerned and we hope to take the steps in time to do something about it. And I hasten
to addinot just secondary education at the university level but the entire spectrum of secondary
educa‘%ion, whether it be those people who are attending the Winnipeg Adult School of Education,
whom really I think we admire or should admire a great deal. Here are people who for one
reason or another dropped out of school and say, at the age of 24 to 30, are going back under
very d@fficult conditions with no financial help. These people I think deserve perhaps more
credit and a more greater pat on the back and more recognition than many other who have an
easier row to hce. So we can't just talk about secondary education in the sense of university
only. | We've got to look at the whole spectrum of it, including those who choose to and should
attend our technical institutions, whether they be at the MIA or at The Pas or Brandon or where
have }"ou.

In regard to the other questions of how does one control costs, or as my colleague from

|
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(MR. MILLER cont'd) .. ... Winnipeg Centre would have us use the term, how does one
control the investment, certainly this is a matter which is going to take up a lot of my time. I
can assure the Member from Riel that it is my intention to meet with the representatives of
MAST, representatives of MTS and any other group from whom I can learn and hopefully who
can learn from us, to see whether the common objectives of all of us can be achieved through
~ common consent, through joining together and keeping in sight the objectives that we all have,
‘ doing it voluntarily for the betterment of the system and for the betterment of education in
Manitoba generally.

I want to particularly thank the Member for Ste. Rose for his remarks. I am very pleased
really at some of the comments that he made. He brings to the debate many years of his expe-
rience and points out quite correctly one of the major problems that Manitoba faces, and that is
that we have been and still are exporting some of the finest trained people in Canada. Apparently
that's our best export - people. Anywhere you go you find people from Manitoba holding office
all through Canada, some of the highest positions in Canada both in public service and in indus-
try, and as he puts it, we are training people for filling positions nationally and certainly for
that we should be recognized and should share and have a greater claim rather on the national
dollar. And I agree with him completely. One of the basic problems we're going to have of
course, if he's aware of it, is to convey to the Federal Government and to receive from the
Federal Government their co-operation in recognizing our needs and that they must come up
with a formula which is somewhat better than their present per capita formula for financing
secondary education, because this is a growing area which is going to require more and more of
the tax dollars as the population of our universities expand - and it is expanding; and as the
needs of universities grow, then the cost obviously is going have to grow with it. In order to
meet these costs we're going to have to get some assistance, considerable assistance from the
Federal Government and share in that regard with them. I don't know whether Manitoba through
its own resources can really maintain the kind of university educational system that we'd all
like it to have.

The Member for Rhineland made a number of points. He wants to know how I feel about
centralization. I have to say to him quite openly I don't share his views and I'm afraid that
although I'm not in favour of centralization just for the sake of centralization, I think the kind of
centralization that's been taking place in Manitoba the last few years was a necessary type and
I'm afraid that I cannot share his views about going back, turning the clock back to the multi-
district type of system that was operated before.

The Member for Churchill asks and hopes that this government will do something with
regard to students in the north regarding integrating the native students with the white students,
and certainly this is an area of concern to us and an area in which this government, I can assure
him, will look very closely and take what we hope will be effective action to make this possible.

With regard to the question he posed about a certain teacher, I didn't catch the area, and
if he can give me the information after the session this evening I'll certainly look into it and find
out what it's about. I had never heard of it but I can try to get the information for him.

So with those few remarks, I suppose not everyone will be satisfied that I answered all
questions fully, but as I said earlier, these are the estimates of the former government and I
am simply introducing them so that we can deal with them. Eleven hours of debate were spent
on them already and I feel that at this stage of the game, until we have our own estimates, until
we have our own program, I can't see where I can add very much to the discussion.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Brandon West.

MR. EDWARD McGILL (Brandon West): Mr. Chairman, I don't expect to take very much
of your time, but at the outset I'd like to join with my colleagues in expressing our congratula-
tions to the Honourable Member from Seven Oaks who has accepted this very important portfolio
and the supervision of quite a lot of money, 150 millions I notice from the estimates. Certainly
in the last decade there have been great strides in the field of education and I couldn't help but
notice that the university grants were estimated this year at 48, 7 million. I don't know what
they were in 1955, but I do know that at that time the struggling Brandon College had $22,500. 00.
I'd be interested to know in due course what the Brandon University's share would be in this
year.

Brandon University of course has been mentioned before in this House I realize, but I
think it probably has some special place in the affections of those sitting opposite me since it
numbers among it graduates Tommy Douglas and Stanley Knowles. Not all of the graduates of
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(MR. McGILL cont'd) . .. .. Brandon University share their political affiliations, however.
We hav‘e the Honourable Walter Dinsdale and Mr. John Diefenbaker, I think, was also a graduate
of Bra.ddon University.

Ip regional economic development, one of the areas suggested for consideration in western
Manitoba was that of education at all levels, and I think this is an area in which we can provide

an idea\‘l environment. No doubt in the future, as university training throughout our province
increases in size and in the variety of faculties offered, Brandon University will also increase
proporfionately, and I certainly hope that we'll have more success in promoting regional
economic development in this field than in some others in which we feel we also have some
advantgiges. We've had rather indifferent success up to this point in the field of agriculture,
but I'm sure that the future holds many good things for our area.

’I“here is one area in university training that I think has not been fully exploited in any
part ofl Canada up to this point, and this is in the field of aviation. There is not to my knowledge
any university in Canada that offers any training in aviation at the university level.  There have
been, ?nd there are, a number of universities to the south who have done this quite successfully
and th are able to provide training with university status to people who will eventually become
the pilots and the skilled professional people with the airlines. Purdue University is one, the
University of Illinois at Urbans, Illinois is another, and there are many more in this field
developing rapidly. . ‘

We're somehow at a confused stage in the training of professional people for the airlines
in Canada, and with the increasing complexity of equipment that is coming to the airlines, the
Jumbo'Jets that will be on the line within perhaps 18 months or less carrying three or four
hundred people, the man at the controls has to be the best trained and the most highly skilled
personi available. He has to be a man of high intelligence and he has to have all of the attributes,
not only those that go with the skill of flying an airplane but the good judgment and the intelli-
gence to take charge of that kind of equipment. I'm suggesting that in the very next few years
there I‘nay be a good opportunity for Manitoba to take the lead in this field in Canada. There are
colleges who claim to be colleges of the air, who claim to give training for pilots to airline
level, 'but I think there is nothing that is completely satisfactory and gives everything that the
airlines would like to have of their senior captains. They would be very pleased to have some
university in Canada offer a kind of training that would produce skilled professional people who
would be able to assume the responsibilities of the large Jumbo Jets, the supersonic jets to
come, !

In western Manitoba, if we may get back to that area for a minute, we have an ideal
environment for training, We have a fine and growing university and we have already done
some research into the possibility of providing a faculty of aviation for aeronautics. If this
can be accomplished in the next five or six years it will be a first in Canada and it will give
the aiz}'lines some place to look for the kind of people that they're having to find now in a rather
confused situation. We have many fine training establishments at the elementary level in flying,
at theicommercial level, but none that offers a young man who has decided to become an airline
pilot the combination of a university degree in Arts or Science plus the many varieties of train-
ing that he will require if he is to become an airline captain.

So I would hope that we can develop this possibility and that Manitoba can be the first
province in Canada to offer a young man who has decided to seek a career in aviation an oppor-
tunity|to get his degree at the university level and at the same time to acquire the other skills
which will be required. I bring this up at this time, Mr. Minister, to tell you that we are think-
ing along these lines and we hope that as these ideas develop that you will receive them with
consideration and that we may in the future be able to provide this in Canada. Thank you.

‘MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Emerson.

'MR. GABRIEL GIRARD (Emerson): Mr. Chairman, I would like to comment on a few
items in the estimates of education, First of all, I would like to congratulate the Minister on
being appointed to one of the heaviest duties and responsibilities that you can find in Cabinet.

I would like to wish him well in his duties and I hope that I can be of assistance.

‘I‘d like also to extend some congraulations to the past government, not on the recent
election but rather on the changes that have been brought about in education in the last ten years.
I think it goes without saying that the changes in education in the past ten years far outshine
the c]‘langes that had been made in the previous 20 years.

Now I'd like to dwell on a few matters and certainly no one can speak at length on educa-

tion V\lzithout referring to costs and to the allocation of these funds. I'd like to say that
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(MR. GIRARD cont'd) . .. .. education is becoming a very sophisticated profession and it

is becoming more difficult for all those involved. It's more difficult today for the teachers who
require far more extensive preparation; it's more difficult for the students because more is
demanded of the students in spite of the better facilities and a better prepared staff; and of
course it's harder on the parents and the landowner and the property owner because he is foot-
ing the bill, and there's no doubt that this is the harder chore to bear today than it was in the
past.

The source of money for the support of education in Manitoba has, as we know, different
origins. I'd like just to briefly mention that one of the greatest contributions made to the
education of children in Manitoba is from the Foundation Fund. I have no quarrels with the
source of money in the way it is obtained by these people who pay out from the Foundation Fund.
I would like to stress though, as my Leader has done in the past, that the allocation from the
Foundation Fund is to provide a very bare minimum of education. This was true when the
Foundation Program was first originated and I think it's even more true today. I think that
today the Foundation Program alone is not sufficient. The money that has to supplement the
Foundation Program, as we are again well aware, has to be raised by means of a special levy.
I have some quarrel with this method of supplying the added funds because I think it's a very
inequitable method of raising this kind of money, and I say this, I say this on the basis of this
kind of information. There is no relation or correlation between the assessment of school
divisions in certaln areas and the density of population, and I think that if money is to be raised
by methods such as the special levy on the assessment, it should be arranged in such a way
that there is a reflection. The denser populated areas ought to be assisted somehow. I have
for an example one school division which happens to be assessed at one-third portion of another
school division,- and yet their school population reflects approximately one to two. This means
therefore that there is a discrepancy because the costs of education is directly related to the
number of students.

However, after the money has been obtained, there is another area that I'd like to com-
ment on, and this is the allocation of funds. We have heard from the previous government an
attempt to control the expenditures of school boards in the province. I can well realize that
this is going to be a necessary step eventually in one degree or another. It might not take the
form suggested by the prior government, but at least some control will become necessary. I
would strongly urge the government that if controls such as presented in the past are not
palatable to them and it is not their intention to introduce these matters over again, that one
method could be very helpful to the present school boards. I am of the opinion that the people
whom we have elected throughout the province to represent us on school boards are people
generally of sincerity and people who want to do a good job. However, they themselves are
first to admit that very often they're ill-equipped to take the responsibility that they have been
given. They are not financial experts. They are not curriculum experts. They are simply
representatives of the people.

In the area of academics, in the area of curriculum and courses and so on, they have
been provided with the able superintendent - and a great help that is. However, superintend- .
ents themselves are again the first to admit that they are not financial experts - and here I
think there is room for assistance. I would like to see some concrete form of advice flowing
from the department if necessary, advising school boards on the financial matters of their
particular area, and being of true assistance to them for telling what might happen if their
expenditures are not done with some wisdom.

In connection with financial matters as well I would like to mention one specific area for
which I really have little understanding of the method used. At present capital expenditures
are paid totally by the department - if they are approved by the finance board. This means
that if a school wishes to purchase desks, or whatever other items listed under capital costs,
that they must first suggest to the department that they need these desks; and then they will be
answered in a yes or no fashion. What surprises me about this - and mind you I think it's a
good method - however what surprises me about #his is that the department too frequently, I
believe, answer yes or no without being thoroughly convinced of what is now in the possession
of the division. And we ought to keep in mind that what is in the possession of the division is
really belonging to the province because it is paid by the province at the outset. Most divisions
in Manitoba have a system of appraisal which indicates to them what they have in their division.
This system of appraisal must, however, be paid by the division itself. I would urge the
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(MR. GIRARD cont'd) . ... . Honourable Minister that it would be fruitful I think if the
province paid for this appraisal, rather than the division; and if the province made use of the
appraisal as well as the division.

. I would like to digress if I could to a few other items. In the field of university education
I was pleased to hear the prediction of the Minister in a recent article that it's likely that in
the near future, and we don't know just how near, that the university entrance requirement
will be changed from a statistical kind of requirement to an entrance examination. I think that
this is a step that will be achieved soon, and not too soon. I also noted that in an article he
said it was likely to remove the course names - we commonly hear of the commercial course
and the general course and the university entrance course. And this too, Mr. Minister, I
wholeheartedly -agree with you on this point. I think it's unfortunate that in many areas we are
curtailing some possibilities for the students because we want them in one course or another,
or because there is a regulation that says: they cannot take this kind of combination and so on.
I think removal of the course names would remove a stigma, which is not desirable, and it
woult‘i also give the flexibility that the students so often require.

‘ I think, also, that we are faced with problems in certain parts of Manitoba that dictate,
becal‘xse of geographical conditions, that we must have small schools existing. I, too, believe
that the consolidation that has taken place in the past was a necessary and forward step; but I
think to be realistic we must also realize that some parts of Manitoba will find difficulty in
bringing about consolidation. And there is a maximum consolidation - a maximum in terms
of m;iles - that can be brought about by removal of the course names and by removing of the
regulations that are sometimes unnecessary: We are giving the smaller schools an opportunity
to gi;ve the best program they can, and again not having to abide by certain regulations that
make‘ it impossible today.

i On the qualification of teachers, I was interested to hear the Honourable Member from
Churchill state that qualified teachers definitely would be preferable to unqualified teachers.
And I think there's no doubt about that. I often hear the argument, you know, I had a better
teacl“ler that was on a permit than I have today and she's got four degrees or something of that
sort.i However, I'd say that the better qualified teacher - the permit teacher if you will -
given more qualification will still be a better teacher. I would suggest therefore that the
argul;nent should go a little further; that if today our supply of teachers is getting to be suffi--
cient, then we ought to start looking at qualification, and we ought to start encouraging further
qualification - if we can afford it and obtain the personnel.

! Now, Mr. Chairman, I'd like to just mention a few things about the petition that was

signéd by some members of the opposite side. The Honourable Minister mentioned that he

was (‘ioing his utmost. Now I can't quarrel with that word 'utmost'. I'd just like to suggest,

Sir, 1that the reduction of Medicare showed the utmost, and I think that the utmost could also
be sh‘own in the way of university fees.

| In closing, I would like to say that my association with your people in the department
has been a very good one, and my impression of those people is much the same. I have had
amicable relations with your trustees organization and I can well see that these people have
a veli’y important role to play in the field of education and do in fact represent the population.
I'd like to say that the Manitoba Teachers Society is one of the most well organized societies
in the province, and is dedicated not only to salaries but is very professional in its outlook,
and they are to be complimented.

} I would like also, Mr. Minister, for you to remember that you have another capable
group in your field, and I'm sure that on solicitation they will be very happy to assist you -
and that is the Manitoba Association of Superintendents., I think there that you have a
nucleious of people who are very well informed -~ probably the most well informed people that
you can address yourself to, and well intentioned. I hope that they will be of assistance to

you, as I hope to be.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Sturgeon Creek.

MR. F. JOHNSTON: Thank you, Mr, Chairman. I too would like to congratulate the
Minister on being given the position of Minister of Youth and Education. I know from experience
the trying time that he is given from all sectors of political field in his portfolio. I'm not going
to dwell on the many factors of education that have been brought up here tonight. All the points
that have been brought up are good ones and the Minister has recognized that and realizes that
these problems are there, and has said that he will be looking intothem in the future.

One thing that does concern me though is his position on the previous White Paper on educa-
tion. I know the subjectthatI'm goingto speakaboutis probably like the saying'wavinga red flag ata
bull' - but it is the time limit on negotiations. During the election the teachers that approached
me about this, I said that I would spend time speaking with the Minister of Education discussing
this problem, and I would only like to say to you what I said to most of those teachers - and I
found them very easy to talk to from this point of view. I don't know that time limits on bargain-
ing is the answer to the problems; let's say it could be the answer to the problems but maybe
there is another way.

‘Mr. Minister, the school teachers in the area I know best is the only example I can give.
We have approximately 800 teachers, and if the average salary is $7, 225 a month - which I have
been given to believe - this means that if one percent is miscalculated on budgets, that's
$56, 000 that has to be raised by the taxpayer the next year. In other words, it puts the city or
the municipality into a deficit financing position that has to be paid back as I said. Now these
monies if it were $100, 000 or something - it could be three percent or something of that nature
that has been miscalculated or estimated if the negotiations are not finished. And I think the
Minister through experience knows that this can happen to a municipality., The school board
the following year doesn't have to collect this; they turn around and make up their budget and
submit it to the municipality. Now there again, as you know, they have to collect it, so the
municipality in some way or another may be doing without something the following year because
they were not able to get their budget set properly the previous year. Deficit financing to muni-
cipalities is a very serious thing, Now I don't say that the time limit that has been spoken of is
the answer. I think that it can be worked out. I think that it's got to be worked out in some way
that we have these estimates or the bargaining finished with the teachers association by the time
they present their budgets to the municipal people who collect the money. I don't believe for
one minute, at least the teachers I spoke to, believe that they want to put a municipality into
this situation, They're as interested in finding some way of curing this problem as I'm sure you
are, and the government side of the House.

The only other thing that I would like to say on the White Paper is the central control of
money. This wasn't all that bad. The White Paper suggested that the school board would
simply submita budgettothe finance board. The finance board would in turn go over the budget,
turn it back to them and they would also have control over the special levy. This also said that
if they did not agree with the finance board after negotiation they could raise the extra money by
a unanimous decision of the school board, or they could go to the people. Now there's really
nothing wrong with this, We say the school trustee is an elected member, but elected men such
as aldermen and councilmen are responsible to the people who supply the money. And there's
nothing wrong with the school trustee being responsible to the people, such as the foundation
who are paying out the money; or if they want more, being responsible to the people. We're
not suggesting that they can't do the job but all elected members at some time or other have to
be responsible to the people. Certainly I realize, as everybody does here, that education is
first and foremost in our mind. Our children are the most important thing we have. But if we
let one side get out of hand and go running off in the wrong direction where we can't control it,
the other side is going to suffer; and there's no way around that, So education, although we are-
I'd like to use the word 'investing' to the Honourable Member from Winnipeg Centre, we are in-
vesting a lot of money in it - we have to also consider the investments that have to be made for
other niceties for children in districts and what have you - parks, swimming pools and this kind
of thing,

So, Mr, Minister, I would only say that I would like you to consider that the municipalities
and cities do have a problem, and I'm sure you know that, and consider it in your future dis-
cussions. Thank you.

MR, CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Birtle-Russell,

MR, GRAHAM: Mr. Chairman, in rising at this time I would like to congratulate the
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(MR. GRAHAM cont'd.).... Minister on his portfolio. He has one of the heaviest portfolios in
the government and I'm sure that he will exercise his responsibility to the fullest, realizing the
obligation he has both to the taxpayer and to the students of the various schools.

Now, Mr., Chairman, I realize that we're dealing mainly with the Department of Educa-
tion, but if I may at this particular time, I would like to take a "kick at the cat" at something
that is maybe a rather disturbed cat at this particular time, and it seems to be getting a little
more disturbed every day. At this time I would like to talk about something which comes at
this time under the Department of Education, It's called youth. Now youth can come under the
Department of Education, it can come under the Department of the Attorney-General, it can
come under the Department of Health and Social Services, under the Department of Labour. -
almost any department you want, and we have youth involved. And the problem today of youth in
our society is becoming more important every day because we have more of them., Many of the
young people today are to be admired for their contributions to society, and there is always a
small group which, in my opinion, are not making contributions to society; in fact they even
seem to be protesting against society and everything that our society today stands for.

It was very disturbing for me to read in Friday's paper where the Young Men's Christian
Association came under attack in Winnipeg Magistrates Court for allegedly not maintaining suf-
ficient supervision over its boarders and a resultant charge against some young people there,

I have always felt that the YMCA was a credit to our society and was one of the highest youth
organizations in existence in the province, Here we find that some people are concerned about
the management of that organization. Also in the Winnipeg Tribune, the weekend edition, '""The
Generation Gap' -- a large story on the present problems that exist with our youth today. Now
I'm sure that every one of us in this Chamber, if they aren't concerned they should be concerned.
I speak not as a member of this, but as a parent who has five children, two of them teenagers
and three of them still to come into that class. So I am quite concerned. And in reading this
article there was a part here which I would like to quote, the interview with a young boy aged
16. He says "I'm always frustrated, I'm in love and there's no girl; I'm overcharged and
there's no outlet; I look for a chance to act, to flex my muscles, to feel my strength; I can't
talk about it to my parents. I want to learn the bitter from the sweet by tasting not by talking;
I hunger for experience; they feed me explanations.' Now explanations sometimes are forth-
coming, sometimes they're not, and it seems to me in our society today that it's not just the
children of the poor families. This problem seems to be existing in all social levels. The
social status of the parents doesn't seem to affect the outcome the slightest when it comes to
this problem of the decadence of our youth of today. I think that we should be very concerned
on how we are going to reach these people, how we are going to talk to them and how we are
going to make them understand is a very serious problem today. We've tried various forms of
educational programs with various methods of teaching, The results as far as the academic
standing of the student has been very encouraging. As far as the moral standard of the student
is concerned, I wish we could say we had results that were equally encouraging.

Another item I read today, in today's paper, where the University College Student's
Society of the University of Manitoba has urged its 750 members not to pay the $10. 00 per
course tuition fee increase levied this year. Now, this is to my mind straight defiance of rules.
I'm not saying that the $10, 00 increase is justified or unjustified. The point is not the argument
about that. It's the straight defiance of the order that was given by the department on the tuition
fees and the students have said, we're not paying it, or they're urging that they don't pay. This
is just one example of the many forms of defiance we're getting today.

In another article in Friday's paper I noticed that this problem isn't only confined to
Manitoba but all over Canada, the North American continent and also in Europe; and they're
telling there where in England parks have been desecrated in London and the citizens of London
are quite alarmed over this situation. It would be a relatively easy thing to controlif all the
youth today could be lumped into the one category. Fortunately it's only a minority group, but
it's the minority groups that taints the picture that is painted of all the youth, and how to seg-
regate them, how to give them that spark, that desire to work towards becoming a part of our
society, towards making a contribution to our society of which they in their later life will be
proud is a very difficult thing to do.

Now, Mr. Chairman, I raised this thing at this time to invite discussion from all sides
of the House, because I think it is one of the largest single factors that we have to face in the
very near future, With those few words, I thank you very much.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister of Youth and Education,

MR, MILLER: Mr, Chairman, I want to make some comments on the remarks by the
Member from Emerson, whose contributions to the debate on education on the few times that he
has spoken I've found to be extremely helpful and very progressive really, When I introduced
the bills dealing with education, I found his suggestions admirable and I can say the same for
some of the remarks he made today. The problem he poses with regard to trustees who today,
particularly in the larger divisions, find themselves faced with running school systems which
are comparatively large, large staffs, large expenditures, sophisticated systems which the
average lay person can't always understand or isn't really expected to understand or to fully
comprehend, They don't have the expertise, A trustee is elected to devote once a week perhaps
to the matters of education and we can hardly expect him to be all that knowledgeable. And]I
agree with him that some method must be found and should be found hopefully very soon whereby
the trustees can be brought together in an in-service training or some sort of seminars whereby
they can be made aware more fully to comprehend the problems that they're faced with, how to
come to grips with them, how to understand them, and hopefully, therefore, how to deal with
them. Certainly I find the member's remarks very interesting and we'll follow some of the
suggestions that he put forward; and I hope in the future that when these suggestions are brought
up to legislation that we will get his support at that time. I know he's very sincere in his re-
marks,

The Member for Sturgeon Creek poses a problem of which I am aware and he recognizes

_that -- the problem and the feeling of many people sitting on municipal councils of their cities
or towns, and the problems they face or they feel in regard to school budgets holding back their
own budgets, perhaps affecting the date on which tax bills go out, and his suggestion is perhaps
time limits on negotiations may have to be introduced or be looked at. I know this is a problem.,
As I say, I myself have lived with it for a number of years., At the same time I don't think that
a time limit per se is the answer. I can tell him, and he knows as well as I do, as do other
members who sit on municipal councils, who sit in this House, we have the same problems too
in dealing with our employees whether they be in other public service; we have to meet that
problem and what we have usually done in the past - I imagine every area has had to make this
decision - is the time at which discussions end and arbitration starts. Perhaps if a school
board feel that they have gone as far as they can go, that all normal bargaining has been ex-
hausted, that that avenue is open to them, then perhaps they should take it; perhaps they should
take it far more often than they have taken it, I don't know. But to simply impose an arbitrary
time limit I'm not sure is the answer and that is why we have not taken steps in that direction.

The suggestion that controls which could be by a central body, that is a Finance Board,
which could be overruled by the unanimous vote of the electorate representatives. I suggest to
him if he applied that same theory to municipal councils I doen't think he would be quite as
satisfied that it will work. I suggest to him that lookingback on the ma1y decisions he's had to
make as a member of council, the number of decisions made by his councilwhere if it was de-
pendent upon unanimous support, how often some very good ideas wo'ild go down the drain; and
that really to put yourself in a position where one man on any board or any council, or any
legislature for that matter, anywhere, has a veto power, I think is putting in the hands of one
man a power which he shouldn't have and which can be dangerous. This is another reason why
I couldn't see my way clear to follow on the suggestions proposed on the White Paper.

The Member for Birtle-Russell poses a question which is one of the most popular ques-
tions to deal with these days - the question of youth, what are you going to do with them, He
wonders where they all come from, how many there are; and there's no doubt there are a lot of
them, And all he really has said, boiling it down, is that there's a generation gap. I'm sure
he's aware of it; we all are, I'm not sure thatI can accept his analysis of the fact that we have
achieved higher educational standards but the moral standards are not quite what they should be,
They may be different. I'm not quite sure that they're any worse than ours. We perhaps have
a different frame of reference than the young people of today and so we look upon them as being
out of step with us, Maybe we're out of step with them. Maybe perhaps adults should look more
at what the youth is saying to more readily understand why they're saying it.

I wouldn't use the word '"defiance in ever describing the young person's reactions to the
adult society. I think it's too strong a word. I think the young people today want to think for
themselves, they want to be heard and I would hate to see the day when we try to muzzle them
or try to prevent them from speaking out, I think that what we are witnessing is a very



September 8, 1969 563

(MR. MILLER cont'd.).... refreshing attitude in our society, one that will lead hopefully to

a dialogue, because it's ouly, and I'm convinced that it's only through a dialogue that we will
ever come to terms with the problem, If we as adults insist that our way is right, that only our
way is right, then I frankly fear that we will never reach the young people and they in turn will
certainly throw up their hands for fear of never reaching us. I recognize that he is concerned
with this problem as are many people. Iknow it's not something that we can deal with rapidly.
I know it's a matter of, as I say, changing our position somewhat and hopefully young people
will recognize that not all adults have two heads and not all adults are out to repress young
people. It works both ways. And so long as we have a dialogue, so long as we continue to talk,
there is still hope that we can get together and understand each other.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Birtle-Russell.

MR. GRAHAM: Mr. Chairman, I rise again under the hopeful wrong impression that the
Minister has misinterpreted what I said. I was concerned about the situation but at no time did
I ever condemn them as a group. I feel thatwe have to have dialogue with this group. I feel that
it is most important at this time that the sooner we get at it the better. There's no sense in us
hiding our heads in the sand any longer.

MR. CHAIRMAN: ..... The Honourable Member for Rhineland.

MR. FROESE: Before we leave the Minister's salary, I thinkI should have a few more
comments to make, I note in answering to the various questions that I posed to the Minister
very few of them came forward, and I think a lot was left unanswered. He referred to the pace
of development and so on. I would like to know from the Minister as far as to research, what
is being done in this province in the way of research and are we making use of the research that
is done in other provinces. I know some of the other provinces are spending large amounts in
this area, whereas we've spent very little in my opinion. Our estimates, I think the total
amount for research under the various headings are less than 100, 000, and I'm sure that some
of the other provinces are spending much much morz. I'm just wondering whether we're mak-
ing use of the research that is done in other provinces. Then too, what programs are being
conducted in Manitoba in this respect, what areas are being researched. I think the committee
should have some knowledge as to what goes on in the department, what we are doing and what
we are proposing to do, where we're heading for. Surely enough we shouldn't just pass the es-
timates just because they came up before and probably were dealt with by some members; that
doesn't mean that we as a new House, as a new Legislature should just give a rubber stamp to
what has gone on before. I think honourable members should make it their business to find out
for themselves. Where is our money being spent and whether it's being spent in the right way.

I've taken the stand repeatedly before that in connection with centralization and so on that
I don't agree. I feel that there are areas in which we can improve even our legislation today.

I feel that some of our larger towns should have a definite say in their own right as to education,
not have to depend on a large division board where they probably have one representative on the
board. I don't think this is doing justice to the cause in having representation by the people. I
feel that our larger towns should function on their own, have the right to say ontheir own just
what programs they want and so on.

The Minister referred to before that certainly he wouldn't want to turn back the clock and
go back to what we had before. I'm not suggesting that at all; but I feel that some of our larger
communities definitely should have a much larger say in the education program of this province.
Because Mr, Chairman, we just got the report from the provisional plan for education in
Manitoba outside the Interlake area and the Metropolitan Winnipeg study area from the Local
Government Boundaries Commission, and what do we find in the tables? We find that there is
a steady reduction according to their table here - the Appendix ""A'" ~ as to the decline in popula-
tion in rural areas., Out of 19 proposed divisions, as they proposed them, from 1966 to '76
only three of them will have an increase in population out of 19 proposed divisions, and out of
those three, only oneis going to have an increased student count by 1976. Even the two other
ones such as the Seine River and the Portage la Prairie one will have less - or Portage la
Prairie will have less according to this table - and Brandon is the only one that shows a gain
by 1976. So I think I would like to hear from the Minister in connection with this proposal.
What is the department's, what is the government's stand on it? Are they going to accept it?
Are they going to work on it? What is their program going to be? Surely we should have some
reaction from them as to the government boundaries commission for the future of this province.
I don't agree with some of the members when they get up and apologize for using the time of this
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(MR. FROESE cont'd.).,.. committee for discussion of the estimates, I think that's the pur-
pose we're here for, That's why the people send us here to take a part and participate in dis-
cussing these matters,

I have already indicated that I feel that certain larger areas, towns and so on, should have
a right to determine for themselves certain matters., I also feel that there should be a forum
for discussion in the legislation, that the school boards of these places should then report to the
people concerned in that area and not just have to report to the department of government. I
think the people have a right in this way to get a report from their trustees as to how they did
their jobs and what the situation might be, Today none of them have to - under the new unitary
plan - have to report in this way, and I feel that is an error that should be corrected and that
they should be answerable to the people of this province. I think at the same time it would in-
form the citizens as to where their dollars were being spent and whether they were being spent
properly and wisely.

The University Grants Commission has already been referred to. I would like to know
from the Minister as to the apportioning, When these universities make up their budgets, are
they being granted the full amount they are asking for? Were they cut down in their estimates?
And what expansion has taken place as between the different universities ? In what fields will
expansion take:place? Certainly I would like to know because we're spending increased
amounts, Last year it was 36 million; the present estimates show 43 million; and two years
ago it was 24 million. So we're increasing the amounts that we are spending for university
purposes by leaps and bounds, and what is it going to be next year? Surely the Minister must
have some indication as to what we can expect for next year, -- (Interjection) -- some member
says "more".  Yes, how much more? WellI think we should hear from thz Honourable Minister.
Certainly he must have consulted his people in his department and they must have advised him
by now as to what he can expect. Surely enough even the government front benches must have
some indication and be working towards their next year's budget, and surely they must have
received some information in this matter as to their various departments.

The matter of the centennial projects, it's probably a minor amount, but what is it going
to be spent on? Is it just tokens for students? What are we planning for the students of this
province for our centennial year ? This is the one-hundredth birthday of our province and I
think our schools should participate in celebrating this big anniversary. What is being proposed?
Is it being proposed in conjuction with the Centennial Corporation or is this the total amount that
we are going to spend in connection with the celebration of our centennial year for our schools ?

Then the Honourable Member for Churchill dwelled on an important matter, in my opinion,
and this had to do with language and that they were short in getting teachers that were qualified
language-wise to instruct, and that they had to depend on permit teachers and that the grants
were probably not available, or the permits were not being issued. Could we hear from the
Minister on this matter because I feel that this problem dozs not only apply to the Cree, it
applies to other groups that want to have the language instructed as well. I think we should do
everything in our power to further languages in this province and that we not limit it to just
one or two. I think where we can do this we should help along and support financially wherever
possible in this direction because it enriches the lives of our people for the future, and cer-
tainly I think it's money that is well worth spending,.

Another matter I would like to-have some more information on is in connection with our
inspectorate. Are we just providing a Senate, like they have in Ottawa, for some of our senior
teachers? I can see the validity of inspectors in our multi-district division, but what about in
our unitary divisions? What is the function of an inspector in a unitary division? Is it neces-
sary to have them, and just what are their functions? I certainly would like to know from the
Minister on this matter and whether they intend to carry on with inspectors on that basis.

Already you referred to this particular report and I do hope to hear from the Minister on
these various matters. After all, in the statement in the Students' Union it says that they
pledged to do their utmost to see that matters become government policy before and during the
first session. I think there's a definite commitment in certain respects that this will happen
right now, immediately at the first session, and I would like to hear from the Minister on some
of the points that I have raised.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Minister of Youth and Education.

MR. MILLER: Mr, Chairman, I answered the last point raised earlier so I'm not going
to repeat that.
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(MR, MILLER cont'd.)

The question of the provisional draft, which the member has and which I believe most
members received today in the mail, I got mine this afternoon. This is a provisional draft,
and for new members of the House who aren't aware of how this is done, this is sent out by the
Boundary Commission, It is, as is said on the cover, a provisional draft issued by the Bound-
ary Commission. They are charged with the responsibility of sending out this draft, then call-
ing a series of meetings in the various areas to get the views of the people concerned. The
member asks what is the government's position on this, The government cannot have a position
on it until such time as a final draft is presented to us. This is a provisional draft that should
be made available to all MLAs as a matter of information. He's studied his far more than I
have studied mine., I got mine this afternoon and I haven't had time to really look at it. The
member quotes some figures about a drop in the rural school population, and if that is what
the tables show then that's maybe what it is, I don't know. I imagine that the Boundary Com-
mision must have had some basis on which to make those projections, and if that is the case
then of course the whole problem of maintaining some of these smaller schools become even
more acute,

He does ask the question with regard to research and what is being done in Manitoba, and
I have to say to him that not too much has been done in the past on research in Manitoba. I'n:
hoping that more can be done, particularly in those areas dealing with technical training and
manpower, Far more...... is required and I hope will be started in the not too distant future.

Regarding the use of research which has already been undertaken in other provinces
where they have done it to a far greater degree than in Manitoba, through the Council of
Ministers of Education there's been a general agreement that we will exchange information in
various areas oI rautual concern. We will do this certainly, and where research has been un-
dertaken which we can use and which will apply to Manitoba, then certainly we will not duplicate
it. On the other hand, there is some arsas where we must have our own research facilities,
we must have our own evaluations, our own productivity studies, then this will be undertaken
in Manitoba,

But again I must say to the member that when he asks for commitments or about some-
thing in the future, we are dealing with the estimates as are presented now, and with these
estimates I cannot give any greater details than what has been given before by the former
Minister, of which he is aware because we did spend 10 or- 11 hours in debate on it. As far as
future policy is concerned, the future programs, when these future policies are developed,
when we ourselves as a government come to grips with them and formulate policies, then
naturally we'll bring them to the House. But until that time we can't say what they're going to
be because they haven't been formulated yet.

MR. CHAIRMAN: 103 - 1 (a) ~- The Honourable Member for Roblin.

MR. McKENZIE: Mr. Chairman, I have a few comments I'd like to draw to the attention
of the Minister, congratulate him on his elevation and wish him every success in his portfolio.

I have sensed for a considerable number of years that I've been in the House the dis-
satisfaction of the school boards and the way that they are involved in the school system, ani
I'm not going to stand up here and try and tell the Minister or the House that I have all the
answers. I think it's one of considerable concern. Iam aware of a meeting I believe to be
held this weekend between the union and the urban people and the MAST people to deal with some
of these concerns that are continually with them as to how to resolve the problems of school
costs.

I was quite interested in the Minister's remarks in answer to the Member from Sturgeon
Creek whereby he said that he was not in favour of time limits, and I didn't hear his alternative
to that method. If he did, I apologize to the Minister but I didn't hear his alternative. I find
some suggestions offered amongst the local governments of the constituency. A suggestion has
been brought to my attention recently as to why or when can the local government sit down and
share the tax dollar and share it equitably. Why can't we arrive at a day when the Mayor of the
town or the village, the Reeve of the municipality or the urban group and the school trustees
can sit down at a table when the tax dollar is being budgeted and share it. I would think in
talking to the local governments in my constituency that they're quite prepared to sit down and
negotiate, but not have it brought back in the way that it's brought back at the present time,
whereby the school division budget and then assess the local government X numbers of dollars,
and that must be delivered on such and such a day. I think it's quite evident that the urban
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(MR. McKENZIE cont'd.).... people, the muncipal people are willing to wait a year or wait two
years in fact for some of the programs that they have in their mind or have in their budget, if
in fact the school programis of a higher priority. So possibly the day may come when they could
in fact sit down as of some given day and share the tax dollar because it's basically coming
from the local people, especially on the special levy.

There's one other problem, Mr, Chairman, that I would like to draw to the Minister's
attention, and I've only become aware of it since the boundaries of Roblin constituency have
been extended, and that is the problem of Campsrville, of which no doubt he will have a chance
to take a look at fairly soon I hope. The village of Camperville is split as far as school divisions
are concerned. The north portion of the village of Camperville is in what is known as the
Frontier School Division; the southern part of the village is part of the Duck Mountain School
Division; and here we have a village where children play ball together, share their churches
and things like this together, but when it comes to school on a Monday morning, they go in each
direction. Now this is not going to be an easy problem, It has other complications which no
doubt the Minister will find when he reviews it, but I would hope that he would find some time
to take a look at it and talk with the local people in Camperville and see if he can't come up with
a solution to that problem.

-1 would like to congratulate the teachers of the province for the manner in which they have
been handling the problem of integration which the Honourable Member from Churchill spoke
about briefly. I had occasion to watch the integration of the Indian children into the present
public school system of this province, and while it's just starting to break the ice I can see that
the teachers and the school board and the department of Education are moving in the right
direction. I find that some programs are more progressive than others, and one that I find
that has got some merit is the one that if in fact a teacher could find some way to give special
attention to the oldest of the Indian children when he starts to attend school to make sure that
that child can make it and pass Grade 1 and pass Grade 2, then he sets the pattern for his
brothers and his sisters who come along behind, But in an awful lot of cases we find that the
oldest one, or the first one to start school becomes frustrated for various reasons and he's
failed, or for some unforeseen reason he doesn't complete the year and he stays out, and this
has a reflection on the other brothers and sisters in the family. I have evidence of this being
practiced in one of the schools in my constituency where special help is given to especially the
eldest one, extra attention given. They move him along through the school program and they
find that the brothers and sisters who follow along later on have sort of a gladiator to lead the
way for them and they seem to find more interest in the programs that are offered.

For our Centennial year, Mr. Chairman, I'm wondering if the Minister could find some
way to record or preserve the names of some of these rural country school districts that now
are plowed up, buildings are gone, trees are bulldozed down and there is no evidence left in
the ones that I see regularly that there ever in fact was a school there. There's a lot of local
history involved in those school districts, that was the base of our school system. If in fact
he could, with the Minister of Cultural Affairs, come up with some way whereby - even if a
little name plate could be put on a fence post to remind people -- and continually people are
coming back and will in fact be coming back for our Centennial year -- where was that country
school that I used to attend and a lot of them are going to be shocked to find that there is no
evidence of where that school was, It's just a suggestion for the Minister and the Minister of
Cultural Affairs.

One other thing in closing, and this is one that has been asked of me by some of the ladies'
groups in the constituency, and that is the textbooks that are of no further use to the system,
are sitting in school libraries or in some cases are, I understand, just destroyed -- if there is
not some way that the department could try and move these into channels or libraries some
place in our Commonwealth where they could possibly be made some use of. I agree that there
are many students who cherish their textbooks and take them home and keep them, but in some
cases I understand that there is a surplus of textbooks, whether the curriculum has phased out
or that, and wonder if we couldn't in the province forward them along to some of the countries
in the Commonwealth that maybe could make good and valuable use of., Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Honourable Member for Souris-Killarney.

MR. McKELLAR: Mr, Chairman, I'm one of those that didn't have the privilege of saying
anything during the last session, so I'd just like to speak out the clock at this time on
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(MR. McKELLAR cont'd.)..., educational estimates,

I'd like to congratulate the Minister on the portfolio which he's presently taken over. It's
a very difficult portfolio as he will likely know by now, one that involves a lot of people in all the
communities in the Province of Manitoba, Myself having represented the area out there for over
11 years now and have saw the changes in education take place during that time, that when you
look back you just wonder how those changes all took place without a great deal more criticism
than what there were, But in the area in which I presently live in the Souris Valley School
Division, things have operated fairly efficiently in that area with very little trouble with their
building programs and that, I have before me here a tax bill and I want to relate the mill rates
to you here because the mill rates I think are about the lowest in Manitoba, The municipal mill
rate in our municipality is 19 mills, our school costs are 20,5 mills, I don't think there's a
municipality I would imagine in Manitoba with a lower mill rate,

Now I want to relate part of this is due because we have a pipeline running through our
municipality which pays 20 percent of the cost of municipal education within our municipality.
The Honourable Member for Rhineland I think has quite a few pipelines I imagine running through
his municipality too, But the municipalities that do have these pipelines running through their....

HON, RUSSELL PAULLEY (Minister of Labour)(Transcona): Was this educational pipe-
lines ?

MR, McKELLAR: . If the Honourable Minister of Labour will just keep quiet here, I'll
finish my speech a lot sooner, When he sat over here he never stopped speaking till he hit the
40-minute limit, Maybe I'll do that very same thing because I know it's quite easy to speak 40
minutes when you're over on this side of the House. All you've go to do is get a book or two
out and start reading chapter and verse, I think this has been one advantage these municipali-
ties have had who have a pipeline running through paying this 20 percent, Now the municipali-
ties that don't have this advantage are really in trouble because their mill rates are at least 25
percent higher, In the areas which are not in the single division, unitary division, such as
Tiger Hills which the Honourable Member for Rock Lake and I represent here, their mill rate
is very very high and they've had real problems in dealing with their building program at the
high school level, This has gone on for a number of years. I'm wondering, Sir, if this
Boundaries Commission report deals with this very problem or whether it just deals with
problems in the Interlake, I'm not aware of what you're mentioning -- (Interjection) -- yes.
Well we'll hear more about that, maybe someone can explain what's —- likely my report's gone
out to my farm, I guess. But in any case we 'll know better when we read the report.

A MEMBER: Better nobody explains it to you Earl, it might be too bad.

MR. McKELLAR: Now education I think - and I was just wondering the other day when
there was such a lot of laughing going on, when we're decreasing Medicare costs, and lo and
behold when the government were over on this side of the House - we're going to get rid of all
the school costs, the government should absorb all the school costs, the property owner
shouldn't be burdened with this here cost. Now I don't know what kind of a banker the Minister
of Finance is, but he's going to have one awful time as far as I can see lowering Medicare costs,
getting rid of all the school costs and putting them on other tax bases that he might think that
they'd be better placed on, on ability-to-pay. Because heaven knows there's not many people
left in that category with the situation in the rural areas like they presently are. I'm hoping
the Minister will give an answer on what his plans are for the future dealing with removing the
cost of education from the property owner. Now, House Leader, is this 10 o'clock or should
I keep going.

A MEMBER: Carry on, keep on going.

MR, PAULLEY: Mr. Chairman, I hate to interrupt my honourable friend when he is
really raring to go, but I would move, Sir, that the Committee rise and report.

MR, CHAIRMAN: Committee rise. Call in the Speaker., Mr. Speaker, the Committee
has adopted certain resolutions and directed me to report progress,

MR, DOERN: Mr, Speaker, I begto move, seconded by the Honourable Member for
Winnipeg Centre, that the report of the Committee be received.

MR, SPEAKER presented the motion and after a voice vote declared the motion carried.

MR, PAULLEY: Mr. Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by the Honourable Minister of
Education, that the House do now adjourn.

MR, SPEAKER presented the motion and after a voice vote declared the motion carried
and the House adjourned until 2:30 Tuesday afternoon.





