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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA 

2:30 o'clock, Thursday, October 23rd, 1958 

.The Sergeant-at-Arms, carrying a Mace, and followed by the 
Clerk of t he Legislative Assembly, Mr. Charland Prud'homme, Q.C., 
entered the House. 

His Honour John s. McDiarmid, the Lieutenant-Governor, 
entered the Chamber and seated himself on the Throne. 

HON� MARC'EL BOULIC (Provincial Secretary): I am commanded 
by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor to state that he does not 
see fit to declare the cause of the summoning of the present 
Legislature of this Province until a Speaker of this House shall 
have been chosen according to law. 

Hi$ Honour the Lieutenant-Governor retired. 

HON. DUFF ROBLIN (Premier): Mr • .  Prud'homme, I beg leave to 
move, seconded by the Honourable the Minister of Agricultu�e, 
that Abram William Harrison, Esquire, member for the electoral 
division of Rock Lake, do take the chair of the House as Speaker. 

MR. PRUD'HOV..ME (Clerk of the Legislative Assembly): Moved 
by the Honourable the First Minister, seconded by the Minister of 
Agriculture and. Immigration, that Abram William Harrison, Esq., 
member of the electoral division of Rock Lake do take the chair 
of the House as Speaker. 

MR.. ROBLlN: · Mr. Prud'homme, this is the time when one of 
the memb-ers of this Assembly must·propose the nam e of the man; 
who we trust will be the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly of 
Manitoba, and I am happy, Sir, on this occasion with the consent 
of my seconder, t he Honourable the Minister of Agriculture, to 
move the name of Mr. A.W. Harrison in this connection. 

Though I make this motion as leader of the Government, this 
is a motion which, by the tradition and custom of this House, 
may properly be made by any member of the Legislature, because 
it is one of our undoubted rights and privileges, Sir, that this 
Assembly should choose its own Speaker by its own motion. And 
as I mention this important fact I link it with a nother con­
sideration which, I believe, is uppermost in the minds of many 
when thet consider this election. Because I believe, Sir, that 
it is generally thought good in this House, and perhaps by 
public opinion outside it, that we should begin today to engraft 
into our custom and our practice a tradition which, for the last 
hundred .years or so, has been followed in the Mother of Parlia­
ment at Westminster, though I believe not in other Legislative 
Assemblies in the Commonwealth, and tha,.t is, Sir, that we should 



cho o s e  as ou r S peak er a man who i s  wel l qua li fi ed ;  a man who m we 
ca n t rus t t o  be d evot ed and d ed i cat ed t o  t he ri ght s a nd t he 
privil eges a nd the t radit ions a nd t he cus t oms o f  t his A s s embly ; 
a man "'rhom we bel i ev e  wi ll be i nd epend ent o f  Pa rt y  cont rol ;  but 
als o ,  Si r, one who we wou ld be content t o  s ee cont i nu e  a s  a 
permanent S peak er i n  t his Hou s e, a bove t he chang i ng t rends o f  
pol it i cs and o f  electi ons . 

Co ns t itut iona l ly s peak i ng ,  S i r, t here i s  no such t hi ng as a 
perma nent Speakers hi p. T here i s  not hi ng i n  t he law a bout it 
no r do I beli ev e need t here be. But there a re a nu mber o f  good 
rea s o ns why we s hould s eek by a d eli berat e a id to creat e wit hi n  
ou r cu st oms a nd wit hi n  ou r t radit ions t he po s i t i on o f  a perma­
nent S pea kers hi p. It is by t hat d ev el o pment o f  cus t om a nd 
t rad it i o n t hat t he s ituat i o n  t hat I ha v e  d es cri bed i n  t he Unit ed 
Kingd om a ros e. That was t he pat h  t ha t  wa s t ravel led at Wes t ­
mins t er a nd i t  i s  my beli ef, S i r, t hat t ha t  is the cou rs e t ha t  
we s hou ld s eek t o  fol l ow here. 

It �s i n  t hat ho pe a nd i n  t hat s pi rit t hat I pro pos e t he 
name o f  A .  W. Ha rris on. I recogni ze, S i r, t he cla ims o f  ot her 
s enior a nd re.spect ed members o f  t his Hous e, but a ft er due con ­
s id er�t i o n a nd s ome co nsulta tion, a nd perha ps I may say t hat i n  
t he cou rs e  o f  t hat cons u lt a t i o n  no ot her name was put fo rwa rd 
from a ny ot her part o f  t he Hou s e whi ch, at t he t i me t o  t he b es t  
o f  my knowl edge, was will ing t o  a ccept such a nominat ion. A ft er 
t hes e consi d erat ions I d eem Mr. Ha rri s on t he one mos t lik ely t o  
commend hims elf t o  u s  here i n  t he Hous e  fo r t his pos t .  

I ma y say o f  him, S i r, t hat he i s  a s eni o r  member o f  t hi s  
As s embly .  He is wel l g round ed by experi ence i n  t he rules a nd 
pro cedu res o f  t he Hous e. He i s , I am co nvi nced , d et ermined t o  
u phold t he equa l  ri ght s o f  every member o f  t hi s  As s embly 
rega rdl es s  o f  where he may t a k e  a s eat . He ha s a ca lm a nd 
jud i ci a l  t emperament . I believe him t o  be wel l furnis hed wit h 
res pect a nd knowl edge a nd zea l fo r ou r t radit i ons , a nd ou r 
ri ght s , a nd ou r privi leges a nd ou r cu s t oms , a nd I bel i eve, S ir, 
t ha t  he wi ll be a bundant ly a ble t o  ris e  a bove t he Pa rt y  connec­
t ion t ha t  he now ho lds t o  become t he s ervant o f  t hi s  Hous e, a nd 
o f  t hi s  Hous e  alone. In pro pos i ng t he na me o f  A .  W. Ha rri s o n, 
S i r, I t rust t ha t  we may be ta ki ng a fi rst s t ep i n  establi s hi ng 
t he t radit ion o f  a permanent S peak ers hi p  i n  t he As s embly o f  t he 
Pro vi nce o f  Manito ba .  

MR. D .  L .  CAMPBELL (Lead er o f  t he Oppos i t i o n ) : Mr� Cl erk , 
may I enqui re i f  it is t he i nt ent i o n o f  t he s eco nd er o f  t he 
mot i o n  t o  s peak t o  it ? 

Mr. Wi lli s  s igni fi ed "No ''. 

Mr. Cl erk ,  my col lea gues a nd I rea l i ze, o f  cou rs e, t hat t he 
el ect i on o f  t he S peak er wou ld be t he fi rst o rd er of bus ines s  
when we were ca l l ed fo r t he a ct ua l  di s cha rge o f  bus i nes s ,  a nd 
rea l i zing t hat , we ha ve gi ven ca reful a nd s erious t hought t o  t he 
pos iti on t hat we s hould take wit h rega rd t o  t he mot i o n t ha t  ha s 
jus t  been propos ed by t he F i rs t  Mi nist er. I mus t  say t ha t  we 
came reg ret fu l ly t o  t he conclu s i o n  t hat we would not be a bl e  t o  



support the motion, and I think the reasons for that decision 
should be given. Because it is a distinct departure from the 
recent traditions of this House--I can speak from personal know­
ledge when I say that for almost 40 years the election of the 
Speaker at each new Legislature has been unanimous, and for the 
something over 40 years that this Legislative Assembly was in 
existence before that time it was rarely, if ever, that the 
Speaker's nomination--the nomination of the Speaker was opposed. 
And that 40 . years of course, as you are well aware, lv'w. Clerk, 
was at a time when Party feelings and the adherence of members 
to parties was thought to run a little more deeply than they do 
now. So it is a tradition here that not often, very infrequently 
in fact, has the nomination for Speaker been opposed and, there­
fore, I think we must establish that we have very, very good and 
sound and proper reason for that opposition. Certainly we must 
establish that they are not grounded on personal consideration. 

I think we should also esta.,blish as the Leader of the House 
has already mentioned, that we were not trying to promote anyone 
for the position of Speaker. We were trying only to get the 
spirit of the legislation that was enacted at the last session 
of this House endorsed into action, so that a·really non­
partisan independent Speaker would be chosen. Because the 
Honourable the First Minister. has said, and I agree with him, 
that it's very important that we should try to emulate the 
example that has been set by the Mother of Parliament, and to 
make the tenure of office of the Speaker more permanent than it 
has b een in the past. Because, Mr. Clerk, as you well know, it 
is an extremely important position, and naturally one would 
become more proficient in that position as time went on, and 
that is why, with all her wide experience through the centuries, 
that the !viother of Parliament gradually, not quickly, not 
drastically, but gradually moved toward this idea of a permanent 
tenure of office for the Speaker . •  

The Honourable the First Minister has said that constitu­
tionally there is·no such thing as permanent Speaker. The 
position of Speaker is always permanent. The thing that has not 
been per�nent has been the incumbency of any individual member 
in that office and, of course, you can't have complete perman­
ency in that either because .the individual will, with the 
affluxion of time, pass from the scene. But at least you can 
try to get, as the leader of the House has quite properly said, 
you can try to get a program endorsed, by which, when the 
Speaker has been chosen in a non-partisan way and then acts in 
a non-partisan way, that there is a likelihood that he will be 
continued in that office. And I think this. matter is of 
sufficient importance that it would not be amiss to review very, 
very briefly how some of these traditions and constitutional 
changes have arisen. 

Because we're meeting here today, the opening of the 
Twenty-fifth Legislature, it's a mighty good idea, I think, for 
all of us to turn our minds backward to the struggles that the 
people of the Commonwealth to which we belong have had through 
the years and how they have developed these constitutional 
practices and how they impinge upon the important position of 



t h e  S peaker and ho w we shou ld ,  a co mparat ively new count ry i n  
comparis on wit h so me o f  t hes e o ld er ones ,  how we s hou ld att empt 
t o  engraft , as t he Fi rs t Mini s ter has s aid, i nt o  ou r pract i ces 
here, t he pri nciples and pract i ces t h at hav e  been found t o  wo r k  
s o  well in the Moth er of Parli ament . 

I t h ink not hi ng cou ld perh aps emph as i ze mo re clearly t h e  
i mpo rt ance o f  t he pos i t ion o f  the S peaker t h an t he f act t hat t h e  
repres ent ative o f  Her Maj es t y t he Queen came i n  here jus t a few 
mi nut es ago , came i n  at t end ed by t he. Fi rs t Minis t er and memb ers 
o f  hi s cabinet , and it is i mport ant t o  remember in pas si ng t h at 
Hi s 'Honou r t h e  L i eut enant -Gov erno r, represent i ng t hou gh he d oes 
Her M:ijest y t he Queen, can not enter t his Ch amber unles s he is 
acco mpani ed by t he Fi rs t Mi nis t er of t he Provi nce or one of his 
colleagu es act i ng for him, but th ey came in, at t end ed by t h e  
o fficer es co rt . Hi s Honou r t he L i eu tenant -Gov erno r went t o  t h e  
Throne and having s eat ed hims elf t h ere, s peaking t h rough t h e  
Honou rable Provinci al S ecret ary, he s aid t h at Hi s Ho nou r he did 
not s ee fit t o  d eclare the reas o n  fo r su mmo ning the As s embly 
u nt i l  a S peaker ha d been elect ed accordi ng t o  law. Well now, 
t hat might appear at fi rst t o  b e  a bit of arbit rary act i o n  on 
t h e  part of His Ho nour the Li eut en ant -Go ,rernor. In f act it 's 
just a reco gnit i on o f  t he ri ght s o f  the Commons t hems elves 
b ecaus e t hey have placed su ch great impo rt an ce u pon t he pos i ti o n  
o f  a S peaker. 

Th e memb ers of t hi s  Hous e  well know, and others who are 
here who are cert ai nly man y  of t hem mo re ex pert t h an we i n  t he 
co ns tituti onal his t o ry o f  t h e  Unit ed Ki ngd o m  and t he C o mmon­
wealt h, they know that i n  t h e  early d ays t hat t he Ki ng o f  England 
was almos t an abs o lut e Monarch--not quit e perhaps , but almost , 
and it was a long t ime b efore even the great men o f  t he s t at e  
were allow ed t o  giv e  advice and make repres ent at i o ns t o  t he head 
o .f t he s t at e  in the pers on o f  t he King. But event ually, 
eventu ally it evo lved t h at not o nly did t h e  peo ple t h ems elv es , 
not only the o f f i cers o f  t h e  Chu rch and t h e  Lo rds and t he Baro ns ,  
not o nly di d t h ey desi re t o  ma ke repr es ent at i o ns t o  His Maj est y, 
but His Maj est y, t h e  rei gni ng sov erei gn fo und it us efu l when 
s ome ext rao rd i nary mat t er was t o  b e  ent ered u pon t o  call t he 
great men i nto counci l. And s o  t h er e  b egan t h e  s t art o f  P arlia­
ment , b y  get t i ng fi rs t  t he Archbi s h o ps ,  t h e  Bisho ps ,  t h e  Lords 
and t he Kni ght s i nt o  di s cu s s ion. S i milarily lat er on t he 
co mmon peo ple, t h e  commoners want ed t o  make s ome repres ent at ion. 
They d i dn't want to be repres ent ed only by t he head of t h e  
chu rch and the nob ilit y. They want ed t o  have repres ent at ion 
thems elv es . And ag ai n, '1.'\lit h wisdom, t he s overeigns o f  that d ay 
s aw tha t  not only was it proper t o  allow repres ent at i o ns t o  b e  
mad e, but t hat i t  wo u ld i n  f act , i f  s o met hing like wagi n g  war 
o r  rai s i ng huge amo unt s of mo ney were requi red , t h at it wou ld 
i n  f act b e  adv ant ageous t o  t h ei r o wn pu rpos es t o  h av e  co nsu lt a­
t i on. And s o ,  ev entually, t h e  co mmon peo ple were· allo 'l."led t o  
co me in t o  hear f i rs t  the King's wi s h es ,  t o  hear what t he Ki ng 
pro pos ed --t he waging of war, t he rai si ng of ex cept i onal amount s 
o f  mo ney, s o me i mport ant ob ject iv e t hat he h ad i n  mi nd . And 
t h en fro m that grew t h e  pract i ce t h at not only d id they li st en 
t o  what t h e  Ki ng pro pos ed and d eb at e  that ,  b ut ev entu ally they 



sta rt ed t o  make proposa l s  of t hei r own and t hey present ed t hese 
i n  forms of pet it i ons, a nd I a m  i nformed t hat the La t i n  word 
(La t i n  wa s i n  use i n  documents of t hat t ime) t h e  Lat i n  word for 
a pet it i on wa s "Bi la ", a nd we st i ll mai nt a i n  tha t  old t radit i on 
i n  t hat when what i s  goi ng to be a n  A ct i s  i ntrodu ced i n  t his 
L egi slatu re, but i s  g oing t h rough the H ou se here, it i s  cal l ed a 
Bil l .  When it becomes ena ct ed it becomes a n  A ct ,  or a St atut e. 
But we st i ll ret a i n  t he old syst em of put t i ng a Bill whi ch i s, 
i n  fa ct , a pet it i on t hrough t h e  H ou se--at l ea st t he follow-u p 
of t he pet iti on of those da ys t hrou gh t he Hou se--a nd ev entua lly 
the Sov erei gn fou nd ,  i n  fa ct he i nsi st ed tha t  he shou ld ha ve-­
t ha t  the Commons should elect a S peak er t o  s peak for t h em. 

Th ey were not a ll ow ed t o  ·sit in at t he sta rt wit h  t he King 
himself a nd wit h t he Lord s, but t h ey mu st spea k t o  him. They 
c ould come onl y  t o  t h e ba r of t h e  Hou se 'lllrhere t he oth ers were 
meet i ng a nd t h ey must speak t o  him t h rou gh a S peaker, a nd we 
maintai n tha t  tradit ion t o  some ext ent t oda y because there a re 
cert a in t hings that we report t o  Hi s Hono�r t h e  Li eut ena nt ­
Gov ernor t hrough t he S peak er himsel f. 

As you wel l  know, Mr. Clerk ,  t hough a lot of t he responsi ­
bilit i es hav e  d ev olved u pon you , yet wh en it comes t o  t he Bill 
by whi ch we mak e  money ava i la bl e  for the pu rposes of t he Gov ern­
ment , t he S pea ker himsel f  present s t hat Bill to t h e  represent a ­
t i v e  of H er Ma j est y. And so t h e  pra cti ce cont i nu es. But 
event ua l l y  a s  t ime went on, the Commons became more a nd more 

· powerfu l .  There i s  no need i n  t he world for me t o  t ry t o  fol low 
t h e  const it ut i ona l d ev el opment s. They a re well known t o  man y  
peopl e. But t h e  point that I am making i s  that t he positi on of 
the S peak er gradually cha nged in t hat ov er t h ese hu ndred s of 
yea rs (becau se t h i s  sta rt ed ba ck six or seven centu ri es ago) and 
t h e  S peak er who had been chosen a s  t he one who spoke for t he 
group t o  t he Ki ng--he g radual l y  a ssumed, becau se of that posi ­
t i on, t he Cha i rma nshi p a s  well of t he Commons wh en t hey met , 
a nd it wa sn't a n  envi ou s  posit ion, a s  members will recall,  
because frequ ent l y  the S peak er had t o  report some pret t y  crit i cal 
t h i ng s  and h e  had t o  oppose t he wi ll of t he S overei gn, and t hat 
is why i n  ou r t radit i on st ill we fol l ow t h e  pra ct ice that ,  at 
Ot t a wa  or here, when t h e  S peaker is chosen, he usual l y  ma k es a 
pret ense of resi st a n ce about going t o  t h e  cha i r, remi nis cent of 
t h e  fa ct t hat men were loa t h  to a ccept t ha t  responsibilit y of 

·speaking for t h ese commons who were d emandi ng t hi ngs or pet i ­
t i oning t hi ngs of th e King--a n  unpopula r t a sk a t  t imes. 

A s  a l l  of you know, t hi s  d eveloped t o  the ex tent of where 
t h e  Commons became T HE importa nt bra nch of gov ernment, a nd you 
are well awa re t ha t  t he Bills t hat we pass, t he B i ll s  t hat go 
t h rou �h t he Hou se (and t here a re sti ll Bi ll s  tha t  a re goi ng 
t h rough t h e  Hou se t o  become A ct s) , wh en t h ey a re pri nted i n  t he 
Statutes t hey read , "Her Ma j est y, by a nd wit h  t h e  Advice a nd 
Consent of the Legi sla ti ve A ssembl y of Ma nit oba ". Her Ma j est y  
d oes it , but by a nd vdt h t he consent of t he L egi �la t i v e  Assembl y 
of Manit oba . And it i s  well kno'lrm t he government of t he da y 
writ e t he speech wh i ch Hi s Honou r  will read here a ft er t h e  
S peak er has been chosen. · 

5 



Well, as the Speaker became in time the Chairman of the 
group that was meeting, his duties began to more closely approxi­
mate those of today although, of course, there has been an 
evolution there too, and so we have in fact now that the Chairman 
--the Speaker, does not in fact very often carry the petition of 
the Commons to the representative of Her £.1ajesty. . The government 
advise the representative of Her Majesty--in fact they direct 
him. What he says and does are the words of the Ministers. 

Remember the old story of someone criticizing King James I 
of England who was a very erudite man, and writing a little 
dogt,�erel about him and saying "Here lies our Sovereign Lord the 
King, whose word no man relies on. He never says a foolish thing 
and never does a V�Tise one". And King James replied, "Very true, 
very true, that's right, for my words are my own but my deeds are 
those of my ministers". And I can suggest that perhaps in the 
next short time His Honour will maybe not have the same good 
advice that he has had in recent years. But that's only in 
passing, and it doesn't effect the basic argument that the posi­
tion of the Speaker--he doesn't often r epresent us now before 
the representative of Her lv!ajesty, in fact, only the supply bills 
does he report di rectly. But he has an extremely important 
function of being Chairman of this Assembly--and I guess this 
will maybe be an Assembly where we will need a pretty good chair­
man--but he is mainly the chairman, and in that position it was 
found as time went on, it was found in the Mother of Parliament 
that it would be very helpful if they could move toward perman­
ency in the tenure o f  office of the Speaker. 

And so the Honourable the First Minister has said about a 
century and a quarter ago there was one simple bill introduced 
and passed and becoming law over in the United Kingdom, and all 
that bill--all that bill did was that it provided that the 
salary of the Speaker would be made a charge through the regular 
Treasury Act upon the revenues of the Crown permanently and 
would not have to be voted annually. And that very simple Act 
in itself was the beginning of what has become the tradition ov er 
there of setting the Speaker apart from what had been done before 
that time. 

It might be interesting to draw the parallel that Her 
Majesty's judges stand in the same position in tlllit their salary 
is written right into the Act with the same end in view of 
pointing out their complete impartiality and independence and that 
they do not have to depend upon annual votes or the whims or 
caprices of Parliaments or Legislatures, which some time take 
notions of one kind and another. That was found in the United 
Kingdom to work very well because gradually the program developed 
that the Speaker was returned year after year, not only from his 
constituency,but so long as he was able to perform the duties he 
was chosen again by the House of Cormnons itself. That is some-

. thing that we always must remember. That nothing that we should 
ever attempt to do here could ever take away from any consti­
tuency the right to elect whomever that constituency wishes to 
elect. We can't--we must not--it wouldn't be democratic to say 
that the Speaker shall be re-elected. 
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And another thing, we could never take away from the members 
who were elected from the various constituencies of the House -
we could never take away from them the right to change the. 
Speaker, if they decided to do so. But by this simple act, and 
the tradition that has grown up around it, the United Kingdom 
has found that in fact Mr. Speaker, in 125 years or more, has 
been only, I t hink, on two occasions opposed in his constituency, 
and both times so well has the tradition spread to the public 
themselves, that both times Mr. Speaker was re-elected in his 
constituency with practically no campaigning by himself at all, 
or by anyone else on his behalf. Showing how ingrained that has 
become not only in Parliament itself, but with the public of the· 
United Kingdom. And it should be said, I think, that on at 
least one occasion the Commons when they assembled, decided 
themselves to change the Speaker in spite of the fact that he 
comes back. 

That is perfectly proper, no one would object to that I am 
sure. But last Session after I had had consultation with the 
Leaders of the other two groups, as they were then, we decided to 
introduce identical legislation with what the United Kingdom had 
put in 125 years ago. Perhaps that was another evidence of what 
I have been sometimes held guilty of, of being a little slaw to 
act, I was just 125 years behind the United Kingdom, but after 
all I was a lot faster than the United Kingdom - we got around 
to it in 83 years or 88 years after the Province was established, 
whereas it took thirteen hundred years or so for the United 
Kingdom to do it. 

If we put in here, with the approval of all parties in the 
House, not only the one B"ill, but a second one (which is not of 
any importance in this discussion) to try and encourage the same 
kind of an approach here; to try and provide for the Speaker, 
to try and give encouragement to the Speaker's tenure of office 
being as permanent as possible. And I am glad to say that one 
of the Bills that dealt with that matter was seconded by the 
then Leader of the Opposition, and the other one by the then and 
present Leader of the C.C. F. Party. 

While it's true that the present First Minister in his 
position of Leader of the Opposition at that time made some 
qualifications and reservations about the suggestions that I had 
made, yet those qualifications and reservations applied entirely 
to the question of setting up a special Constituency for the 
Speaker, in order to get away from this difficulty. But you 
can't be sure that the Constituency will always re-elect the man 
whom you have thought should be the permanent Speaker. 

I had proposed, making it very plain, that the implement­
ation of all these plans would be left until this House assembled. 
I suggested that we might give consideration in the interval to 
a program whereby we might even go beyond what the United Kingdom 
has yet done and set up a special Constituency. We might name 
these grounds as the special Constituency and name the electors 
as those persons who are elected to the Legislative Assembly of 
Manitoba, for the purpose of choosing the Speaker. It is that 
part, and that part only which my honourable f riend the p resent 
Leader of the House wanted to qualify his support of. 



T he ot her part ,  t he id ea o f  a Bill whi ch would encoura ge 
p erman en cy o f  o ffi ce by an ind i vidua l in t he Spea kers hi p, he 
suppo rt ed complet ely, a nd . t he di s cus s i ons t ha t  we had a nd i n  all 
t he d is cus s i ons , (it wa s a v ery bri ef o n e  in t he Hous e here) 
t hat p roposal receiv ed unanimous s uppo rt .  

It ma y be t ru e, Mr .  Clerk, t hat some p eo p le ma y t hink t hat 
t hi s  i s  not a mat t er o f  great moment ; s ome ma y t hink t here a re 
man y mo re p res s i ng t hi n gs enga ging o u r  a t t ent ion now, and 
certa inly I do n't for a mom ent underest i mat e t he import an ce o f  
t he measures t hat we wi ll be ca lled upon t o  d is cu s s  here. Bu t 
I t hi n k  t his is fundament al t hat , ri ght at t he start ,  we s hould 
p la ce ours elv es o n  reco rd a gain,  as bei ng in favour o f  con­
t i nuing a p ro gram t hat was enunci at ed at t he last s es s i o n  of t he 
Hous e, and I s ubmit t o  t his Hous e t hat t ha t  pro gra m has not been 
fo llowed t hrough. Becaus e  vrhi le it i s  t ru e  t hat t he First 
Mini st er has s aid , t hat he had co nsult at i on wit h the Honou ra ble 
t he Lead er o f  t he C.C.F . Pa rt y and mys elf, it is also t ru e  t hat 
we were fa ced at t he v ery first o f  t hos e di s cu s s ions wit h t he 
fa ct t ha t  his Gov ernment cau cus had d ecid ed t o  elect o n e  o f  its 
own Members as Spea ker. And I prot est ed a gains t t hat t hinki n g  
t hat we s hould - not a ga inst t he i ndividua l  o r  ind iv idua ls 
ment i o ned - not at a ll, I want to make t hat p erfect l y  p la i n .  
Our compla int is n o t  a gains t t he nomin ee who has been p ro po s ed . 
It i s  who lly a nd s o lely found ed on t he fa ct t ha t  t he p rincip les 
t ha t  are fund am enta l  t o  t he cho i ce o f  a p ermanent Spea ker, so ­
ca lled , s hould hav e been fo llowed u p  t hi s  yea r. And t hat mi ght 
hav e  resu lt ed i n  choos in g  t he sam e  pers on, but t he d ifferen ce 
would hav e  been t hat t he cho i ce wou ld ha ve been mad e o n  a non ­
p art i san ba s is and would hav e been mad e  wi t h  t h e  co ncu rren ce o f  
t he o t her two Pa rt i es .  

I want to sa y a gain t hat t h i s  i s  not a p ers o nal at t a ck i n  
any wa y - not d i rect ed a gainst t he man who ha s been ment i o n ed -
nominat ed .  It 's ent irely a cas e o f  us t hinking t hat t he program 
t hat was agreed t o  i n  t his Hous e unanimous ly a t  t he last Sess ion 
s hould be fo llo wed up rat her t han an ind iv idua l  d ecid ed u pon by 
one group a lo n e. And I feel t hat , (I t hink ot hers wou ld ) mo re 
keenly becaus e o f  t he fa ct t hat this Go vernment d o es not hav e  a 
majo rit y here, and I t hin k t hat was a peculi arly fit t ing t ime t o  
hav e  pro ceed ed wit h t his kind o f  a p ro grnm� and t he fact t hat 
last year we had unanimous s uppo rt had encou ra ged a go od man y o f  
us t o  t hink t hat t he Gov ernment o f  t he day wou ld ha ve fo llowed 
t he princip les t hat were ad vo cat ed t hen. 

The F irst Minis t er has admitt ed ,  no , he ha s a ffirmed , t hat 
t he Spea kers hip is t he cho ice o f  t he Hous e. That is co rrect . 
I t hink I s hould read t o  t he Hous e so met hin g  t hat on e o f  t he 
mo st emin ent st at esman t hat Can ad a  has ever p rodu ced has t o  sa y 
o n  t his qu est ion. I t hink we ha ve n ever ha d.a mo re out s t and ing 
pa rliament arian t han T he Right Honoura ble Art hur Meighen. 
(Applaus e) I a gree ent irely. L ike mys elf, and t h e  Pa rty which 
he repres ent ed generally, he was not first class at vJinni ng 
elect io ns ,  but he was an out st andin g pa rliam ent arian and a great 
cit i zen. In a p ersonal s ens e, I was sp eaking o f  ta kin g t he 
Part y and Mr .  Meighen and I ha ve, at least , t hat o n e  t hing in 
commo n .  And we ho ld t he s am e  vie.,.1s on t his m at t er. 



I am quot ing , and t h i s , o f  ·c o ur s e , i s  a quot a t i on that 
Beauc h e s ne t ake s f r om t h e  par l i ament ary d ebat e .  It c an b e  found 
in t h e  Thir t e ent h Ed it ion o f  Beauc he s ne , page 20 I b elieve - yes , 
page 20. Thi s  i s  Mr. Me ighen spe ak ing in th e Hous e o f  Commons 
on Mar c h  8t h ,  1922 - when t h e  c o nd i t ions in the H o us e o f  Commons 
wer e  not exa c t l y  s im i l ar , · but s omewhat s imilar with th o s e t hat 
f a c e  us t o day. The Government d i d  not hav e  a majo r it y ,  and v�. 
l-1e i gh en was s peaking on t h e  cho ic e  o f  a Speaker . The s e  ar e h i s  
wo r d s  verbat im : "Th e c ho i c e  of Speake r i s  t h e  c ho i c e  o f  t hi s  
H ous e .  The Hous e c ho o s e s  and e l ec t s i t s  Speake r . H e  i s  i n  no 
s en s e  t he c ho ic e o f  t h e  Gove rnment -- in no s en s e  t h e  c hoice o f  t he 
Pr ime Min i s t er . In t h e  Brit i s h  House , th is h a s  b e en t he 
pract ic e s inc e t h e  ea r l i e st t ime s . We h ave fo l l o wed that cust om 
in e qu a l  d egre e  and wit h equal f id elit y .  Ind e ed , in t h e  Bri t i s h  
Parl i ament it ha s nev e r  b e en t h e  pract ic e e v en fo r a memb er o f  
t h e  Government t o  move or s e c ond t h e  s el ec t i o n  o f  a Speaker . 
That i s  l e ft t o  t he pr iva t e  Memb er s " .  

I not iced that my honourabl e  fr i end s ov er t h e r e  wh o a p plaud 
t h e  name of R i ght H onourabl e  Art hur Mei ghen , h av e  not fo l l owed 
h i s  adv ic e in t hat r egard t od ay .  We l l , we were l a st year, in 
t h i s  Hous e , unan imous in b eginn ing t he s ame k i nd o f  a progr am 
t hat was put int o e ffect i n  t h e  Unit ed Kingd om t h at long ago . 
O ur c omplaint i s  s o l ely t hat t ha t  proc edur e ha s not b e en f o llm�1ed 
t hrough . The nominat i o n ,  t rue , my honourable f r ie nd and I wer e  
c al l e d  int o c onsult at ion but aft er c onsult at ion, o nl y  aft er the 
one Part y, unilat eral l y, had mad e  a d ec is i on to nominat e a part ­
i c ul ar ind iv idual . It's t rue t hat we did not propo s e  some one 
e l s e . Oh, I t r i ed t o  c o nv in c e  my honour ab le fr iend , t he Leader 
of the C . C . F .  t hat he h ims e lf would mak e a n  exc ell ent Spe aker. 
With my u sual mod e st y ,  I admitted to him in p r ivat e t hat I would 
make an exc e ll e nt Spe aker . But I ' m  t oo old , and my honourabl e  
fr i end i s  t o o  b us y ,  and h e  i s  t o o  ambit ious . H e  t hi nks , wrongl y 
of qo ur s e, that h e  may s omet ime be o c c upying t h e  s eat s over 
there . He won ' t  - we will, a nd s o on . But what ever t he r ea s on , 
we both want ed it t o  b e  thor oughly und e r s t o od , and I am sure my 
honourabl e  fr i e nd felt t he s ame way ,  that we w e r e  not a ppro a c h­
ing t h i s--"IJI.re we r e  not appr o ac h ing it i n  a par t i san manner . We 
d idn ' t  h a ve a nomin e e; we weren't t hinking of a nomi nee; we 
want e d  t o  s i t  down and d i scus s t h e  pe r s on who would d o  th i s  j ob 
and who would b e  l ike ly to a ppeal to t he H o us e , and t o  suc c e ed ­
ing H ou s e s, a s  what we cal l a permane nt Speaker . 

V\'el l , Mr. Cle r k ,  I am sor r y  t o  t ake so long but , in th i s  
mat t e r , w e  r ealLy t hink t h e r e  i s  a gr eat qu e s t ion of pri nc ipl e 
inv o l ved and we ar e s t and i ng squar ely upon t he matt er of pr in­
c iple , not on t he mat t e r  o f  pers onal ity , not by any degre e at a l l , 
s impl y on t h e  pr inc iple , and t h e  pr inc ipl e i s  t ha t  i f  t he Speake r 
who i s  e l e c t ed. i s  go i ng t o  b e  c ompl e t e ly non -part i s an ,  if h e  i s  
go ing t o  be c ompl e t ely- ind e pendent, th en h e  mu st b e  c h o s e n  a s  
h e ' s  c ho s e n  in th e Old Land; he must renounc e h i s Par t y  Aff i l iat ­
ions or, at l ea s t ,  take no furth e r  part in Part y ac t iv i t ie s .  
For that r e a s o n ,  it would b e  bett e r  i f  he we re one who had not 
b e en t oo a c t ive . 

I am not suggest ine; ·t o my honour·ab l e  fr i end, th e Fir st 
Mini s t e r , that he should pick one of t he s ev e r al c apab l e  men 
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o v e r  t h e r e  whom he ha s s t o l en f r om our s id e  o f  t h e  pol i t i c al 
fenc e. The v er y  be s t  o f  his Min i s t e r s  c ome from t hat area and 
I c o ngr atula t e h im on t h e i r  ac qui s it i on . But we wer en ' t  even 
propo s ing who ,  from h i s  group , s hould be t he o ne t hat wa s nom­
inat e d  f or t h i s  p o s i t ion . We wer e  s quar ely and simply t ak ing 
the po s it ion t hat t h e  pr inc iple that was end or s ed unanimous ly 
i n  t hi s  Hous e l a st year s hould b e  f o l l owed thr ough . We ma in t a i n  
t hat i t  h a s  not , and on th at pr inc ipl e al one we st and , and f o r  · 
that r eason we a r e  forc ed t o  opp o s e  t he mot i o n . 

MR .  LLOYD C .  ST I N S ON ( Leader of t h e  C . C . F ) : Mr . Prud ' homme , 
th i s  i s  an unusua l s it uat i o n ,  a nd I mu st say that wi t ho ut a 
Spe ake r i n  the Cha i r ,  an unusua l opportunit y .  

My honourab l e f r i end; who h a s  mad e s uch an e xc el lent pre s e nt ­
a t i on o f  h i s  po int o f  v iew, t h e  Honourab l e , t h e  Leader o f  t h e  
Oppo s it io n ,  h a s  s a i d  t h at t he L e ad e r  o f  t h i s  Hou s e  i s  fortuna t e  
i n  h av ing b e en ab l e  t o  s ecure Min i s t e r s  from t h e  o t her s i de o f  
t h e  p o l it ical f enc e . I wond e r  if my honourab l e  fr i end h a s  for ­
go t t en Where he got t he t wo honourab l e  membe r s  • • . •  F o r  t he s ake 
of th o s e  who a r e  p erhaps not in th e know ,  I might say that I 
have part i cular r e f e r enc e t o  t he two honourabl e  gent l emen who 
s it on t he l e ft and t he right o f  my honourab le fr i end . 

All p a rt i e s  have agr e ed t hat it i s  d e s ir abl e t o  have t h e  
Speakership o n  a more pe rmanent ba sis. That is a d i ff i c ult 
t h i ng t o  a c c ompl i s h , a s  may be s een i n  th e h i s t o r y  of t h e  
Unit e d  Kingdom wh e r e  i t  h a s  b ee n  d emon s t r at ed that , alth ough 
c on s i derable suc c e s s  may b e  a c hieved in t h e  dir ect i o n o f  ha v ing 
a pe rmanent Spe ak er , t hey h av e  had many d i f fi cult ie s a s  ��11. 
We a l l  know t hat t h er e  a r e  no hard a nd f a s t  ru l e s  wi th r e s p e c t  
t o  t he Spe ak er s h ip t he r e . Thi s custom o f  hav ing what might be 
t ermed a s emi -p ermanent Speaker in th e Uni t ed Kingdom d ev e l op e d  
over a long p e r i od o f  t ime . The c ust om t he r e  i s  n o t  t o  opp o s e  
t h e  Spe aker i n  a n  el e c t ion but t h i s  was not o b s er v ed i n  1935, 
nor i n  1945, nor i n  1950. However , greater p ermanenc y ha s d e v ­
e l oped . For examp l e , ��. Speaker F it z r o y  h e ld o ffi c e  from 192$ 
unt i l  1943, a pe r i o d  o f  f ift e en year s . ��. Spe ake r Cl i ft o n  
Brown was i n  offic e f r om 1943 t o  1951, and I und er s t and t ha t  th e 
pres ent incumb ent , �. Spe ake r Morr i s o n , has held t h e  o f f i c e  
s inc e 1951. 

It i s  d e s i r ab l e  that all Part i e s  s hould agr e e  upon a mat ­
t er of th i s  kind , i f  i t  i s  po s s ibl e .  But h ere aga in t h e  Mothe r 
o f  Par l iame nt ha s s e en d i f f er enc e s  of opini o n .  F or exampl e ,  
t her e was a c ont e sted e l e c t i on in 1895 and a ga i n  in 1951. Now 
the new Spe ak er o f  th i s  Ass embly •rill hav e a gr e at opport unit y 
t o  make t h i s  h i gh o f f i c e  mor e  p ermanent , and th i s  h e  ca n do by 
being c omplet ely impart ial . Now t h i s wi ll be d i fficult f o r  a 
man who has been a l oyal Par t y  Memb er for many year s , b ut it i s  
not impo s s ibl e .  A Par ty man na t ur a l l y  has h i s  l o yal t i e s  and h i s  
pre f erenc e s , but if t he r ight man i s  s e l e c t ed, he will b e  ab l e  
t o  r i s e  above th e s e  pre f e r e nc e s  and b ec ome c ompl e t el y  i mpar t ial 
and t h er eby a g o od Spe aker . 

Now , S i r , I woul d s ay that it i s  no t imp o rt ant fr o m  whi c h  
Par t y  t he Spe aker i s  s e l ec t e d . T h e  import ant thing i s  the man 
h ims e l f. He must po s s e s s  t he nec e s s ary qual it i e s  t o  mak e  a g o od 
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Speake r. Someone has s a i d  the off i c e  o f  Spea ker d o e s  not d emand 
rare qual it i e s , i t  d emand s common qualit i e s  in a rare degree. As 
the p rev ious Spe ake r  i nd i cated, the p o s i tion ha s n o t  always b e en 
a popular one . In old e r  t ime s in the� Old Land , a s  many a s  nine 
Spe ake r s  met de ath by v i o l ent means . Now I think we c an a s sure 
the pub l ic that th i s  will not b e  t h e  fate of o ur new Spe aker . 

Now , S i r , I am g o i ng t o  s upport t h e  nominatio n  mad e by the 
Fir st Mini ste r ,  and in d o ing s o ,  I wa nt to s ay a word o r  two 
abo ut s ome of t he nons e n s e  that has a ppea r ed in t h e  pub l ic Pre s s  
i n  the Pr ovin c e  o f  ��n it oba , in p ar ticular i n  the Winnipe g  Fr e e  
Pre s s . I expe c t  t o  be o st r a c i z ed by this new s paper in th e futur e 
as I have b ee n  in the pas t . It was s tate d  in a fr ont page story 
that t he Fir st Mini s t e r  i s sued an ultimatum to the other Party 
Lead e r s  that i t  must b e  t h i s way , or e l s e . Now I d id not t ake it 
that way . We met i n  a ve'f'J fr i e ndly atmo s pher e and we had c om­
p l e te c o nsul tation s  so far a s  t h i s  mat ter was c on c erned , a nd s o  
far a s  I am conce r ne d , I think t h o s e  who know me b e st, wil l 
believe,me when I affi rm tha t I am not ve r y  will i ng to answer , 
o r  at le a s t  to foll o"r ultimatums and b ow to t he c ommand of s ome ­
one e l s e , p artic ular l y  if t h at someone el s e  i s  a Leader of 
a nothe r pol i t ic al party • .  

MR .  B END :  You ' r e s ur e  d o ing it now! 

MR .  S T I NSON : You would b e  mighty s or ry i f  I d i d  anyt h ing 
el s e . 

A MEMBER: Atta boy , Lloydl 

MR .  STI NSO N: The Winnipeg Fre e Pr e s s  h a s  al s o  s ai d  t hat if 
we support t he Gov ernme nt in this mat te r , t h en it naturally 
fol l o ws that we will s upport them i n  e very ot he r  matt er . Wel l, 
how illogical c an an edit or be? Mr. Prud'homme , we wi l l  sup­
port t hat whic h we c ons i d er t o  be right an d proper for the 
p e o p l e  of th e Pr ovinc e o f  Man itoba , a nd we will o p p o s e  t hat whi c h  
w e  r e gard as wrong . 

Now t he Honour ab l e t h e  Leader o f  th e O pp o s it i o n  s a i d  mor e 
t h an onc e in h i s  s pe e c h  tha t  this wa s no t a p e r s onal mat te r , but 
it is pr etty dif f i c ul t , Sir , t o  e s c a pe t h i s  mat t e r  of per s onal­
it i e s . The name o f  a c er t ain honourab l e  memb e r  h a s  b e en pro ­
p o s e d  as Speake r  and I, for one , have c onfid e n c e  that h e  wil l  
me a sur e u p  t o  t he r e s po nsibil it i es o f  thi s t a sk . He h a s  b e en a 
memb e r  o f  t his House for many year s ;  - we know h i m  per s onally; 
we r e s pe c t  h im; we t hink t hat h e  is as g ood a nomine e a s  any 
other ho nourabl e memb er of this Chamb er , a nd b et t er t han mo st . 

Now , Sir , we have tak en our p o s ition and i t  ha s b e en s a id 
mor e  than o nce s inc e t h e  last el e c t ion t hat t his particular 
group hold s t he b a l anc e of powe r . W e l l , I su ppos e in a s ense 
that i s  t rue and we a r e  exercis ing t h at pr erogat i v e  at t he 
moment, and we c h o o s e , at t h i s  t ime , t o  say that w e  a r e  pr e ­
pare d  to support t h e  nominati on o f  t h e  F ir s t  .tvfinist e r  s o  fa r a s  
t he Spe aker ship i s  c onc er ned . T he r e f or e , it i s  our int e nt i on to 
vote f or Mr. Harri s on , the honourable member f or Rock Lake. 
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MR.. R .  W .  BEND ( Rockwo o d - Iberv ill e ) : !vir. Clerk ,  it ' s  unfor ­
t unat e that t h i s  is the o n l y  o cc a s ion o n  whic h a Membe r c an t ake 
plac e , o r  t ak e  part i n  t h i s  p art icul ar debat e .  We have invi t ed 
a g r e at numb er o f  gue s t s  t o  come and see o ur H o use and now we 
proc e ed t o  get int o a polit i c al debat e. Howeve r , I have be en 
d ebat ing which t o  fo llow. I know we c e rt ain l y  owe c our t e sy t o  
t ho s e  who are here , a nd c e r t a inly we owe a re spons ibil it y  t o  our 
peo p l e  at home, s o  I wil l  t ry t o  c ompr i s e  b ot h , o r  c ompr omi se 
b o t h  t o  t he ext ent of not being l ong but making it perfect ly 
c le ar wher e  we s t and on t h i s  mat t e r , a nd part i c ula r ly myse lf . 

Now when t his d ebate wa s undertaken a t  the l a st Se s s i on al l 
t hree Lead e r s  of t he various groups in t h i s  House s a id t h i s  was 
a s t e p  f orward . Thi s  was s ome t h ing that should be d one a nd I 
t hink one t h i ng t hat we mus t  never l9s e s ight o f  i s  this - t hat 
thi s  part icul ar House r epre sent s the p eople of �Bnit o b a; it rep­
r e s ent s what i s  go o d  fo r t h o s e  pe ople and a l l  three in t he ir 
speeches made i t  quit e abundant l y  clear that t h is was good; that 
t his was a s t ep in t he right d i re c t i o n; that o ur Spe ake r. s hould 
be indep end ent; and I wa s ama z ed wh en I he ard , a few minut e s  ago , 
t he Le ader o f  t he C.C . F. part y t r y  t o  get hims e l f  o ff t he h o ok 
h e  j ammed hims e l f  on l a st Mar c h .  I know t h at b o t h  t h e  h o nourab l e  
t h e  F i r s t  Minister and t h e  Honourab le t h e  Lea d er o f  t h e  C . C . F. 
a r e  v ery abl e  debat or s , and they have proved it here t o d ay; 
b ec aus e if one d i dn ' t  know the full s to r y ,  one would be inc l ined 
t o  bel ie v e  t h at t hi s  i s  a minor mat t er ind e ed ,  and o ne t h at 
shouldn ' t  b e  holding u s  up . 

Wel l , Mr. Cle rk , it isn ' t  a minor ma t t e r . It i s  much mor e 
t han t h at . Now t hen , a l l  three honourable gent lemen , l e a d e r s  in 
t he p o l i tic al l i fe of o ur Provin c e  a gree that such should be the 
c a s e. True e nough , The Honourable The F ir st Minis t e r  d id n ' t  s ay 
it wa s n ' t , but h e  t r i ed t o  c onvince us that t his was in the spirit 
of t h e  Leg i slat ion . The nominat ion o f  t he Speake r t od ay i s  no 
d i f fer ent t o  what it ha s always b e en. Take one from th e Part y 
wit h t he mo st Memb e r s  in the House and p ropo s e  h im. The r e  has 
b een no difference at a l l . I can remember t h e  Honour able The 
Lead e r  o f  t h e  C.C.F. Par t y  when he g av e  t hat speech .  I t  was one 
of h i s  fine st e ffort s ,  and he give s a good many in t his House, 
and h e  was flying at high a lt it ude , but I ' ll say t o  him this t ime 
t h at a few minut e s  ago he cert ainly was s kimming t he b a r l e y  b e ar d s .  
As f ar a s  I a m  c onc erned , and here i s  the t h i ng ,  i s  t h i s  g o od fo r 
t he Provin c e  o r  isn ' t  i t ?  Thi s  i s  the d e c ision , and a s  far a s  I 
am c o ncerned, t hi s  i s  good for the Pr ovince , and t h e  Pr ovinc e ,  in 
my o p inion , c ome s ah ead o f  any pol it i c al c o n s i de r at i on .  And, 
t he refore, alt hough I r e sp e c t  a man and know h im and c ons ider h im 
a friend, and I know t h at h e  knows t h at I ' m not sp eaking agains t  
h im ind ividua ll y ,  but t hi s  i s  a mat ter o f  prin c ip l e . We mad e  
g r e at pr ogr e s s  l as t  Se s s ion . Everybody s ai d  it was .  And he r e  
at t he ver y  f ir s t  at t empt we h ave t o  t r y  and fur t h e r  the i d e a , 
we find o ur s elve s ignoring it almo s t  c o mple t e l y . I r ememb er The 
Honour ab l e , The Leade r of t h e  C.C . F. finishing h i s  s pe e c h  t his 
way - "So, Mr. Spe aker " ( after t his e f fort which was g o od ) "So , 
Mr. Spe aker , we are pr epared t o  give ful l  and ent hu s i a s t ic sup­
port t o  the pas s age of t he s e  b il l s ". Whe r e  has h i s  ent hus i a sm 
gone t o? l; 
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Now t hen , I will only b e  a minut e o r  two l o nger , b ut we 
want t o  make it p erf ectly cl e ar t h at whil e having nothing in 
t his wor ld but r e s pe c t  for t h e  man who h a s  b e en nomina t e d , we 
want t o  make it p e r f e c t ly c l ear t hi s  is not in the s pirit of t h e  
l egis lat ion t hat wa s pa s se d  no l at er t han l a s t  :t-1a r c h, and is 
doing not hing , in o ur o pinion, t o  t he e st ablishme nt of t he per­
manent Spe ake r s hip t ha t  e v eryb o dy thought wa s suc h a worthy t hing 
and one that would b e  in t h e  int e r e s t s of t h e  Pr ovinc e .  vfuen a 
t hing c o me s  up h er e, I d on ' t  mind what it is, when the inter e st s  
o f  t h e  Pro vin c e  a r e  on one side and politic al int er e s t s on th e 
o t he r ,  t h e r e  is no que s t ion what way you sho uld d ec id e . The 
welfare of t h e  Pr ovinc e is mor e  import ant than any po litic al 
part y .  

. 

MR .  E. GUTT ORMSO N  ( St .  G eorge ) :  Mr. Prud ' homme , a great 
d e al has b een said in this d eb at e and I d on ' t want t o  r e peat 
what ha s al ready be en said , b ut I am p articularly int eree.t ed in 
s omet hing I r e ad in th e Han sard of 1922, and I quot e a p ortion 
of a s p e e c h  given by The Right Honourabl e Art hur Meigh en. In 
it h e  s aid, and t his is in part , " Ind eed it has not b e en the 
prac t ic e  in t h e  Britis h  Parliament for even a Membe r  of th e 
Gov ernment t o  mov e  or s e c o nd the e l e c tion o f  th e Speaker. Tha t 
is l e ft t o  the priv a t e  Membe r s " .  He we nt on t o  s ay t hat h e  t ook 
exc e pt io n  to t he G o vernment announcing t o  t h e  Hou s e  and t o  t h e  
c ount ry whom w e  s h a l l  e l e c t  a s  a Speak e r . And quo ting him 
dir e c t  again , h e  s aid, "I know o f  no i nstance whe r e  that h a s  be en 
d one in our pr evious his t ory" . Now what h a s  happened in t his 
particu l ar ins t ance? Some days past it wa s announced in t he 
Pre s s  and over t h e  radio t hat t he honourab l e  Ab e Harris on , was • 
t h e  man cho s en f or t he Spe a ke r s hip. \lihat e l s e  ha s he done? 
Who nominated Mr. Speak er? It was t he Honourabl e t he Fir st 
Minist er .  

MR. E. PREF O NTAI NE ( Caril l on ) :  Mr. Prud ' hornme, I f e e l  th at 
I o we it to my se lf a nd t o  t h e  peopl e I r e pr e s ent in this House 
jus t  t o  say one word in o rde r t o  touch upon a mat t er that has 
b e en brought for ward b y  t h e  previous Spe aker s . 

It is very s eldom t hat we h ave an opportunity t o  d is cu s s  
t h e  e l e ction o f  a Speaker - once f o r  every Legislatu r e . I 
should t hink t h at t h e  Manit o b a  Legislat ur e  s h ould b e  pr e sid e d  
o v er b y  a Spe ake r who h a s  a c er t ain knowl edge o f  t h e  t wo 
o ffic ial l anguage s  t hat c an b e  s poken in t his Hous e, and I 
believe t hat in o r d e r  that t hi s  e nd .could be a c hie ved , it wo uld 
b e  b e t t er if the pe r s on t o  be c ho s en wer e  a Memb e r  of t his 
Hous e and not a Memb er o f  the Politic al Party . I agr e e  with 
the Lead e r  of the C.C.F.party when h e  s t at ed t hat it is not 
impo rt ant fr om whic h party t h e  Sp eak er was c ho s en, but it is 
important, if in order to b e  chosen he must belong to a c er t ain 
party. 

A non partisan a pproach t o  the Speakership would hav e  a 
great adva ntage . It vmuld provide wid er r ang e fo r s el ection o f  
a man \ll'ho would have all the qualities necessary� qualit i e s  o f  
ability, go od judgment, e x p eri ence in this House and also t he 
ability to understand one of the t wo - the t wo - bo th the 
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official languages that are spoken in this House. I have 
nothing personal against the person that has been nominated, 
but I must admit that in selecting that person from that par­
ticular group there would arise the embarrassment of the choice 
of a man who has some command of both the official languages in 
this House. 

If the choice was spread over the v1hole House it would be 
easier to find a man with the equal qualities that the honourable 
member that has been moved possesses, but also possibly might 
have further advantage of being conversant vJi th both official 
lan!£ualses. 

So, Nr • .  Prud 'homrne, since we are, I am quite sure, bound to 
have another opening of the new Legislature before long, and I 
do not believe that the action of the Leader of the C.C.F. 
Party just this afternoon has saved his party nor ours, that 
might be true, from another general election very soon, I would 
like to ask the Leader of the Government, Premier of th is 
Province, to take into consideration, and I am sure that he will, 
the possibility of having a speaker for this House who would 
have a knowleQ.ge of the French language because everybody "''ould 
understand that this language is not spoken so often in this 
House as the English language, although in the past years it 
has been spoken, I might say it has been spoken consistantly in 
the last twenty-three years every Session of the Legislature 
and I would say that the now Premier of Manitoba has shovm a 
good example along those lines. 

IV..;.<. S. ::ZOBERTS (La Verendrye): lvir. Prud'ho,.:r:e I 'li'.'ould 
like to add very briefly my support to the remarks of the mem­
ber from Carillon. I feel that it's -- t'his is and has been 
proclaimed a bi-lingual country. Speeches can be delivered 
from lviembers here in either language. I find it quite shocking 
that we should be so narrov,r-m:i.nded as to nominate this day a 
Speaker v..•ho has not full command of both languages. I think it 
is unfair to the l<ember hirnself and I think it is unfair to the 
people, to all the members of the House. 

lvionsieur Prud 'homme, il me semble qu' a cette occasion du 
choix de M. L'orateur pour notre Assemblee Legislative, 
consideration aurait du etre donne au choix d'un depute 
bilingue, ou tout au moins d'un depute avec une bonne connais­
sance des deux lancues etant donne que le depute de cette 
Assemblee a le droit de l'addresser en f�ancais ou en anglais, 
ea me paraitrait etre la logique meme que I';. 1' Orateur soit 
capable de suivre le debat et de le con troller dans une larigue 
aussi bien que dans l'autre. Je dois ajouter en plus que je 
suis tres surpris et je dirais meme desappointe que le Premier 
Ministre qui lui-meme parle tres bien la langue francaise n'est 
pas reconnu cela dans son choix pour ce poste. Le Premier 
Ministre de plus par son attitude dans son discours dans les 
centres francais a indiquer son amour pour la cause du bilin­
guisme. Ceci me para it conm1e une occasion propice d' en faire 
preuve. 

lvJ.{.. ROBLIN: If no one else cares to speak perhaps I might 



c los e the debate on th is important matter. 
you s i r --

I wil l  s ay th i s  to 

MR. CM,;PBEL L: I h ad no i ntention of speak i nc: aga i n  u nl e s s  
m y  Honourable Fr i e nd does - - but I submit to you thr1.t th i s  i s  
not a d ebatable motion a nd i f  my Honourabl e Friend - - it's a 
d ebatable motion but not a s ub stant iv e  moti on whe r e  a r ep l y  is 
accor d ed to the move r  - - my Honourable Fr i e nd sp eaks I'm afraid 
that I shall hav e to 

MR. ROBLIN: I th i nk that I'v e take n  that risk b e fo r e  and 
I'll b e  glad to t ak e  it again. what e v e r  one might s ay fo r the 
p ropo sal that's b e e n  advanc e d  th i s  afte r noon one mus t  c e rtainly 
say that f r e e dom of s p e e c h  still r eign s  i n  th i s  Hou s e  and I for 
one am v e ry glad that that i s  the c as e. 

I s hall not s p e ak at any l e ngth but mer e l y  rr,ake a comme nt 
or two on s ome of the th i ngs that have b e e n  s aid. I am accu s ed 
of b e i ng a bad man b e c au s e  a s  Lead e r  of the Governm ent I pro­
po s e d  t h i s  motion. My r e c ol l ec ti o n  t e l l s  me that o n  the last 
occas ion i n  "\'hi c h  we ele c t e d  a Spe ak e r , v.:h e n  the Honourabl e N. B. 
Bac hynsky was e l e c ted , t hat h e  wa s propos e d  b y  the then Lead e r  
of th e Gov er nm e nt . If - - he was not? He "''as propo s e d  b y  the 
Lead er of the Gov er nm e nt and s ec ond ed b y  th e Honourab l e  the --

Ivl..R... CAl''lPBELL: No , No. 

1'-t<.. ROBL I N: That i s  i ncorr ect . Very good , .t-.'lr. Speake r ,  I 
had the l i s t  of the s e  Honourable Gentl e m e n  w i th me a l itt l e  
wh i l e  ago , I gu e s s  I s hould h'=lve brought it i nto t rle House and 
I c ould hav e  giv e n  the exact name . 

MR. CJU,;pBLLL: If our Honourabl e  fr i end wo uld have brought 
it in he woul d  have found that the s tateme nt he has just mad e i s  
i ncorr e c t. 

MR. tlOBLIN: I would say this 

IV:_,_(, CAMPBELL: The Honourabl e !vlr. Bac hynsky was propo s e d  
by t h e  Honourabl e Memb e r  for Vird e n , lvir. lYloon e y ,  a nd s econd e d  
by the Honourabl e Ivlemb er for St e. Ros e ,  .!Vl.r� lv<cCarthy , fir st step 
that they wer e  mak i ng i n  d e v e l op i ng th i s  program. Honourable 
fr i e nd's information i s  quit e  i ncor r e ct. 

lVL'<.. R.OBLIN: I w i l l  say , 3ir ,  that it ha s b e e n  the custom 
o f  this Hou s e on many occas ions to have a Memb e r  of the Gov ern­
me nt move or s econd that nom i nation , and , of cours e ,  v.'e knov.r 
v e r y  wel l  that it i s  the cus tom i n  Ottav.1a b ecau s e  it has b e e n  
followed ther e. So I say and I mad e it quit e cl ear whe n I s poke , 
that though I propos ed th e motion as Lead er o f  the Gov e r nme nt it 
wa s c e rtai nly one that could v ery .fitt ingl y b e  pr opo s ed b y  a ny­
bod y  el s e. 

I mus t  s ay that I can as sume no r e spon sibility f or what has 
b e e n  s aid in th e rad io or the press i n  respect to the choic e of 
the Speaker . I know that .for s om e  time th ere were a v e ry f ew 
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people who knew of it as far as my lntention was concerned and 
I certainly kept my counsel. I have no idea how that spread 
and I don't think that anyone can establish the source of that 
information. 

I am very interested to see that there is such an interest 
in bi-lingualism here, I take some credit for that, Sir, because 
I have been one of those who through the years have thought it 
right that the french language, which is an official language in 
the Country, should be used on occasion here. I only say to my 
Honourable friend who raised that topic that I thought for a 
moment he was preaching for a call in that connection, and if so, 

·we will keep him in mind for future consideration. 

MR.. PR£FONTAINE: I have been chosen Sir. 

MR. i\OBLIN: Ah! \,,ell, no, I like my Honourable friend. 
He is one of my friends from many years standing here and I 
hope that he will continue to be so. One or tv-.ro points, lv'.r. 
Speaker, that I think I should mention and that is I don't be­
lieve there is any disagreement in principle anywhere in this 
House about the question of the Speakership. I think the 
question, that the difference arises as to \'.rhether the methods 
that were followed in attempting to choose a Speaker were the 
proper ones. 1i1ell, I must confess that there is room for a 
difference of opinion and I freely grant it, I merely say that 
to the best of my ability I attempted to follow the understand­
ing that we should have consultations. As to the nature of 
those consultations we find there are two opinions as to what 
the nature was. I merely say that there were three people 
there, the Leaders of the three Parties, two of them have spoken 
on one side of the issue, one of them has spoken on the other, 
and I simply say that we must leave that matter of opinion un­
resolved bqcause I see no way of solving it at all. 

I will say, however, and I think it has been agreed by 
the Honourable the Leader of the Opposition, that no other name 
was put forward when we were considering this, of a man who as 
far as we knev.; then was willing to stand and under all things 
considered, it seemed to me that it was my duty as Leader of 
the Government to make a decision and propose a name. I have 
done so. Naturally I regret that it appears it will not receive 
unanimous consent. I understand the reasons and I grant the 
entire good faith naturally of those who opposed this nomination. 
I merely say that in my opinion that they have seized the 
situation and _the question v.rrongly, that this is an effort to 
choose a man who would be agreeable and suitable to tbe House 
and one. whom we hope might develop into the kind of Speaker that 
we would like to retain on a permanent basis. 

IvL.\. CAJ\/iPB£LL: Mr. Clerk, since v:e are not apparently 
abiding by the rules that obtain when l"ir. Spea.ker is in the 
Chair, I accept the responsibility of speaking again as well as 
my Honourable Friend. Like him, I shall be mercifully brief. 
Unlike him, I shall be completely accurate. 

My Honourable friend says that the custom has been, both 
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h e r e  a nd at Ott awa t o  hav e  t h e  Lead er s of t he H ou s e  - t he Leader 
o f  t h e  Hous e ,  Cab inet c o l l e ague , pro p o s e  a nd s eco nd the nomina­
t io n  for Spe ak e r . The v e ry l a s t  o c c a s i o n ,  as I po i nt ed out t o  
h im ,  whe n  t he t h e n  Memb er for F i s he r , t he Honourab l e �� . 
Bac hynsky wa s c ho s e n ,  he wa s mov ed by o ne o f  t h e  p rivat e memb e r s  
of t h e  Hou s e , s e c o nded b y  o n e  o f  t h e  pr ivat e Memb e r s  o f  t he Hou s e , 
a nd e s c or t ed t o  t he Chai r  b y  t hem . Eve n  t he n  we had b e e n  giv i ng 
some c on s i d e r at i o n  t o  t h i s  mat t er a nd we wer e  st art i ng ,  I had 
b e e n  r e ad i ng what t h e  Right Honoura b l e  �� . Me i gh e n  a nd oth e r s  
had s a id a n d  w e  wer e  movi ng a t  l ea s t  t oward t hat e n d . But l a st 
s e. s s i o n  we mad e t he d e f init e mov e with t he fu l l  c o nc ur r e nc e  o f  
a l l  t h e  memb e r s  of t h i s  Hous e a nd that und er st andi ng ha s not 
b e e n  c ar r i ed t hrough . My Honourab l e  Fr i e nd ,  t h e  F i r s t  �1in i s t er 
says t hat h e  a t t empt ed t o  f o l l ow t hr ough t hat und e r s t a nd i ng . 

It i s  per f e c t l y  true a nd correct t hat he c al l e d  t h e  
Ho nourabl e ,  t h e  Leader o f  t h e  C . C . F .  Party a nd mys el f  i nt o 
c onsult a t i o n , but t h e  fundament al po i nt whi c h  my H o nou rabl e 
Fri e nd o v e r l ooked i s  t hat whe n  we v . .:e nt into c o ns ul t at i o n  we wer e  
me t b y  a d e c i s i o n  that m y  Honourabl e Fr ie nd ' s  c aucu s  had a l r e ady 
arr ived at , t hat they wer e  go ing t o  hav e t he Speaker nom i nat ed 
from t he ir Part y  and my Honourabl e Fr i end says t hat two h ave 
s poke n o n  o n e  s i d e  o f  t hi s  que st i on , me ani ng h ims e l f  a nd t he 
Leader of t h e  C • C .  F .  Party a nd only o ne ha s s po k en o n  t he ot her 
s id e  o f  i t . I d o n ' t  t h i nk t h e r e  ha s b e en a ny d i s agr e ement a s  
t o  fact . I would gladl y hear from t he H o nourab l e ,  t he Leader o f  
t he. C . C . F . Part y .  I am s ur e  he will make it tv.ro t o  o ne o n  t h i s  
s id e  whe n I s ay that t he Ho nourab l e  t h e  F i r s t  Mi n i st er s a id t hat 
h i s  c aucus wa s g o i ng t o  pro po s e  Mr .  Harr i s on . 

MR .  S T I NSO N : Aft er c o nsultat io n ,  aft er we ha d d i scu s s ed 
it . 

MR .  CA1v1PB£LL : Th ey were g o i ng t o  pro po s e  lvlr . Harri so n .  
vv·e we r e  g o i ng t o  b e  - - - ·- - - - I adm i r e  h m'' wel l  t h e  

c oal i t i o n  c o nt i nu e s  t o  work . It worked we l l  fo r 
f iv e  year s . I c ompl i::nent my H onourab l e  Fr i e nd . My H onourabl e 
F r i e nd s ays t hat t h i s i s  a n  effort t o  mov e  a l o ne t o ward t h e  
p erma nent Speaker . That mis s e s  t he who l e  po i nt . Th e nominat i o n  
f o r  pe rmanent Speak er wa s not a r r iv ed a t  i n  th e met hod that wa s 
pro po s ed . 

TH E C L E RK : Ar e you r eady for the qu est i o n? Al l tho s e i n  
favor pl e a s e  s a y  " Aye " .  

MElvi B ER S : Aye . 

THE CL ERK : Aga i n s t ? 

NE.f\15 ERS : Na y • 

TH E CLERK : I d e c l a r e  t h e  mot i o n  c ar r ie d  i n  t he aff irmat ive 
on d iv i s i o n  and Honourab l e  Abraham \t, i l l iam Harr i s o n ,  E s qu ire , 
Memb e r  for t h e El e c t or a l  0ivi s i o n  o f  rzo c k  La k e , clul � e l e c t ed t o  
t h e  Cha ir o f  the Hous e .  



�� . C AM P B ELL : Mr . C l e r k , I would a sk t hat the d iv i s i o n  b e  
r e c or d ed , n o t  nec e s s ary t h a t  t hat b e  d one at t he mome nt b e c aus e 
we would n ' t  want t o  further d el ay mat t e r s  but I would a sk t ha t  
a no t e  b e  mad e  s o  t h at i t  c a n  b e  r ec orded a nd t ha t  i t  b e  r e ­
c o r d e d  t h at i t  was o n  t h e  mat t er o f  pr i nc i pl e ,  t h e  perma n e nt 
Spe a k e r . 

MR . ROBL I N : \i'ould it b e  sat i s f a c t o r y  to my Honour ab l e  · 
Fr i end if t he r e c or d s  s how t hat t h e  mot i on wa s c ar r i ed o n  
d iv i s i o n ,  or d o e s  h e  w.ish t h e  C l erk t o  c a l l  o n  t h e  memb e r s  t o  
r i s e  and b e  c ount ed ?  

MR . CAMPBELL : If my ho nourab l e  fr i e nd , i f  it meet s wit h 
t h e  rul e s  of t h e  Hous e t hat t he fac t c a n  b e  r e c orded t h at a l l  
t h e  memb er s  o f  our Part y o ppo s ed t h e  nomi nat i o n  o n  mat t er o f  
pr i nc i p l e  t h e n  I ' d  b e  very g l a d  if i t  c o u l d  b e  d one t hat way .  

MR . ROBL I N : No , Sir , I do n ' t  t hi nk that d o e s  c o nfo rm with 
the ru l e s .  Now I mus t  say t hat my honour ab l e  fr i end is wel l  
exper i e nc ed i n  t h e  rul e s a nd I r e s pe c t  h i s  o p i nions , but t o  t he 
b e s t  o f  my knowl e dee t h e  mos t  that c a n  b e  d o ne at t h i s  st age i s  
t o  r e c ord it o n  d iv is i o n  a nd that ' s  a l l  t h e  r e f er e nc e t h at will 
b e  made . I th i nk t hat would be t he c a s e  even if a c tual c ount 
wa s t a ke n  t hat t he c ount only would be ma d e  a nd I ' m s o r r y  t hat 
I c a n ' t  obl i ge you i n  t h at r e s pect b ut to t he b e st of my k now­
l edge t hat ' s  a s  far as I may pr operly und e r t a k e  t o  go . 

MR . CAMPB ELL : I t hi nk , Mr .  Cl erk , t hat you c a n  c a l l  t he 
name s just a s  wel l  a s  anyone el s e  c a n  and we would l ike that t h e  
r e c or d  b e  c l ear i n  t h i s  matt er . Howev er , I do not wi sh t o  d e l a y  
t h e  H ou s e  t oday and w e  c an f i nd some me a n s  o f  put t i ng t h e  mat t er 
o n  a r e s ol ut i o n  i n  t h e  Hou s e  whe r e  a f o rma l d iv i s i on c a n  b e  
pla c e d  upon t he Journa l s  o f  the Hous e . I t h i nk t hat would b e  
mor e s at i s fac t ory . 

MR. .  ROBL I N : I t h a nk my ho nourabl e fr i e nd . I th i nk t hat 
would b e  mor e s at i sfac t ory . 

MR .  CAMPBELL : Tha nk you v ery muc h . I am glad that we ar e 
i n  agr e ement o n  o ne t h i ng .  

The Speaker wa s t he n  c onduc t ed t o  t he Chair ·by H o nou r ab l e  
Mr .· Rob l i n ,  Mov e r , a nd Ho nourabl e ]).1r . vvi l l i s , Sec o nd e r , a nd wa s 
invest ed with t h e r o b e s  of o f f i c e .  

MR .  SPEAKER : Honourab l e  Memb e r s  of the Twe nt y -Fifth Leg i s ­
l a t ur e ,  I am not unmi ndfu l  of t h e  honor wh ich you hav e  c o�f e r r ed 
o n  me t oday i n  e l e c t ing me t o  t h e  h igh e st o ff ic e wi t h i n  t he g ift 
of th i s  As s embly , t hat of your Speaker a nd your Servant . It 
wil l  be my a im and dut y  to uphold t he pr i nc i pl e s  a nd t r ad it i o n s  
of t h e  Hous e a nd s e c ur e  f o r  e a c h  memb e r  t he r i ght t o  expr e s s  h i s  
o p i n i o n  wit h i n  l imit s �  t o  pr e s e rve t h e  d e c o rum o f  t h e  C hamb e r � 
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t o  r e c ogni-z e t h e  r ig ht s  a nd pr i v i l e g e s  of the honourab l e  mem­
b e r s , t h e  pol i t i c a l  groups and the Hous e it s e l f ; t o  fac i l itat e 
t he t ransac t i o n  o f  pub l i c  bu s i ne s s  i n  a n  ord erly manner : a nd 
above a l l  t o  s e ek t o  be f a i r  a nd impart ial i n  the d e c i s i o n s  t hat 
you e nt r u s t  to m� . If t h e s e  are your ob j ec t i ve s ,  and I b el ieve 
t h e y  are , I a s k  f or your pat i e nc e  and c o �o perat i o n  in a pproac h m g 
t hem . I d e e pl y  a p pr e c ia t e  your act i o n  in e l evat ing me t o  the 
Speaker ' s  Cha i r ,  wit h  your a s s i stanc e I h o pe to ful f i l l  t h i s  
c omm i t me nt with d i gn i t y  and h o nor . 

M� . S P E AK ER : V�y i t  pl e a s e  Your Honour : The Leg i s l at i v e  
As s embl y h av e  e l e c t ed me a s  t h e i r  Speak er t h ough I am but l it t l e  
abl e t o  fu l f il l  t h e  impor t a nt dut ie s a s s i gned t o  me . 

If i n  t h e  pe r forma nc e  of t h e s e  dut i e s I should at a ny t ime 
fall into error , I pray t hat t h e  fault ma y ·  be imput ed t o  me a nd 
not t o  t h e  As s embl y ,  who s e  s ervant I am , a nd \':ho t h r ough rr:e , 
t he b e t t er t o  e nabl e t hem t o  di s charge t h e i r  dut i e s  t o  t h e ir 

Que e n  a nd Count ry ,  hereby humb l y  c la im a l l  t h e ir undoubt ed 
r ight s and priv i l ege s , e s pe c ia l l y  that they may ha v e. f r e edom o f  
s p e e c h  i n  t h e ir d ebat e s , a c c e s s  t o  Your Honour ' s  p e r s o n  at a l l  
s e a s o nabl e  t ime s ,  and t hat t he i r  pr oc e e d i ngs may r e c e i v e  fr om 
Your Horiour t h e  mo st favour abl e  c o n s id erat i o n . 

HON . MARC EL B OUL IC ( Pr ov inc i a l  Sec reta r y ) Mr . Speaker ;. I 
am c omma nded by H i s  Honour t h e  L i eut e nant - Gov e r nor t o  d ec l ar e  t o  
you t hat h e  fr eel y c o nf id e s  i n  t he d ut y  a nd a t t ac hment o f  t he 
As s embl y  t o  H e r  Maj e st y ' s  pe r s on and Gov ernme nt , and not d oubt ­
ing t hat the i r  proc e e d ings wi l l  b e  c o nduc t ed wi t h  wisdom , t emper 
a nd prud e nc e , he gra nt s ,  a nd upon all o c c a s i o n s  wil l r e c ogni z e  
and a l l ow t h e i r  c on s t itu t i onal r i ght s .  

I am c omma nded al s o  t o  a s sur e you t hat t h e  A s s e mb l y  shall 
h av e  r eady a c c e s s  to H i s  Honour upon all r e a s o nab l e o c c a s i on s ,  
a nd t hat t he i r  p ro c e ed i n g s , a s  we ll a s  your wo rd s a nd a c t i o n s , 
will c on s t a nt l y  r e c e i v e  frorr. h irr. t he mo st favourabl e c o ns t ruc t io n . 

HONOURABLE J OH N  ST E\·�ART Nc DI A.'UH D ( L i eut e na nt -Governor o f  
t he Prov i n c e  o f  t,.ian it oba ) : Viil l  y o u  k i ndl y b e  s eat ed , pl ea s e . 

Mr .  S pe ak er a nd lviemb e r s  o f  the Legi s la t i v e  As s emb l y  of 
Man i t oba : 

As t h i s  spec ial c onvocat ion i s  t he F ir s t  Se s s i o n  of t h e  
2 5 t h  Legi s l at ur e  o f  t h e  Prov i nc e  o f  t•lan l.t o ba , I wel c ome you a l l  
a nd I gr e et e s pec i a l l y  t h o s e  rv;emb er s who hav e t ak e n  t he o a t h  
and h av e  s i gne d  t he r o l e  fo r t he . f ir s t  t ime . May your labours 
b e  fruit ful i n  go od wor k s  f or all our peo pl e . 

You hav e b e e n  sumn1oned on th i s  o c c a s i on t o  co n s i d e r  propo ­
s a l s d e al i ng with c e rt a i n s pec i f i c  mat t e r s  wh ich my Governme nt 
b e l i e v e s  c a n  mo st pr o f i t a b l y  b e  d ealt wi th by m e a n s  of th i s  
Spec ial Se s s i on . 

The Royal Conmli s s i o n  o n  Ed ucat i o n  h a s  submit t ed an Int e r im 
Repor t d e a l i ng with c e r t a i n  a s pe c t s of educ at i on i n  Man i t o ba . 
In g e neral t he Gov e r nme nt co ncur s w it h t h� v i ews exp r e s s ed b y  
the I nt e r im Report t h at t hi s  Pro v i nc e ha s n o t  b e en giv ing 
suff i c i e nt f i nanc ial s upport t o  edu c at i o n  a nd p r o po s e s  t o  im­
pl eme nt c er t a i n  c ha nge s a l o ng t he l in e s  ind i cat e d  b y  t h e  Royal 
Commi s s i o n . The n e c e s sary Legi s l at i on '-'/i l l. b e  pl ac ed b e f o r e  
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you for your c o ns id er at i o n . It i s  t he h o p e  o f  my G ov e r nme nt 
t ha t  t h e  mea sur e s  i n t r oduc ed w i l l  mak e a n  impo r t a nt fo rward 
s t e p  in educ at i o n  in Mani t ob a  and wil l  e nsu r e  to e v e r y  boy a nd 
g i r l  i n  th i s  pr o v i n c e  ful l educat i o n a l  o pportunit i e s ,  b o t h  
e l eme nt a r y  a nd s e c o nd ar y . My Go vernme nt pr o p o s e s  t o  pro v i d e  
suff ic i e nt fund s t o  ma k e  t h i s  a r e a l it y .  

l-1y Gov e r nment i nt e n d s  t o  i n i t i a t e a v i g o r o u s  i nd u s t r i a l  a nd 
t our i s t  d ev e l o pme nt pro gr am wh i c h  will b e ne f i t  a ll s e c t i on s  o f  
t h e  Pr ov i nc e .  Bec aus e my Mi n i st e r s  c o nsid er t hat a gr e a t  d eal 
o f  t:fte f ut ur e pr o s pe r i t y  o f  t h i s  Prov i nc e  wil l d e pe nd u po n  t he 
manufac t ur ing and pr o c e s s i ng i ndus t r ie s  a nd t h e  e x pa ns i o n  of 
t he t our i s t  i nd u st r y , a m ea s ur e  wi l l  be p l a c e d  b e f or e you t o  
pr o v i d e for t he e s t abl i shment o f  a d ev e l o pme nt fund . Th i s  
a g e nc y  \'.'i l l  s uppl ement normal f i na nc i a l  s our c e s  a n d  wil l pro ­
v id e  f i na nc ial a s s i st a nc e t o  manufa c t ur i ng i n d u st r i e s ,  t our i st 
a nd r ec r e at i o na l  f ac i l it i e s , and c ommu n i t y d e v e l o pment o rgani z a ­
t io n s . Th i s  mea s ur e i s  e x pe c t ed t o  l e ad t o  a c c e l e rat i o n  i n  the 

rat e o f  gro"'.rth of sma l l  a nd medium s i z ed e nt e r p r i s e s  i n  Man it oba 
a nd t he ge neral e c o nomi c d ev e l o pme nt of th e Prov i nc e .  

My Go v e r nme nt v i ews wit h d e e p  c o nc er n  t h e  pr obl em o f  s ea s o nal 
unemp l o yment . \\h i l e t he fund am e nt a l  r e s po n s ibil i t y  f o r t h i s  
pr obl em i s  a mat t e r f o r  t he f e d eral gov er nme nt , neverth e l e s s  it 
d ema nd s t he e a r ne s t  c o -o p erat i o n  of prov i nc i a l admini s t r a t i o n s  
a nd o f  munic i pa l i t i e s . M y  Gov e r nme nt b y  a s p e c i al e f f o r t  t o  c o ­
ordi nat e t he r o a d -b u i l d i ng ,  powe r  t r ansmi s s io n  and t e l e ph o ne 
ac t iv i t i e s . o f t h e  a dm i n i st r at i o n , wi l l  mak e  p o s s ibl e a mar ked 
i n c r e a s e  i n  t he amount o f  wi nt e r  emp l o yment ava ilabl e t h rough 
t he s e  a g e nc i e s . Di s cu s s io n s  a r e  a l s o  b e i ng h e l d  wit h f ed eral 
aut h o r i t i e s  a n d  w i t h  I•la ni t o ba mun i c i pa l it i e s  t o  put i nt o  
o p e rat i o n  a fl ex ibl e pla n t o  pr omo t e  wi nt er empl o yment d ur i ng 
t he s ea s o n  1 9 58-59 . .  Enabl i n g  l e g i s lat i o n  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h i s  
und e r t a k i n g  will b e  pl ac e d  b e for e you . 

You wil l b e  a s k e d  t o  a p pr ov e  l eg i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o vi d e  ade quat e 
c r ed it fac i l it i e s  fo r t h o s e  wh o e ngage i n  a gr i c ul t ur e  o r  who may 
d e s i r e  t o  d o  s o . The s e  pro po s a l s  a r e  e s pe c i al l y  d e s i gn e d  t o  
a s s i st e s tabl i s hme nt o f  young farme r s  o n  t h e  l a nd and t he progr e s s  
o f  t h e  fam i l y  farm . 

· 

You wi l l  a l s o  b e  a s k e d  t o  c o n s id e r  t h e  grant i ng of add i t i o nal 
mo ne y for t he c o ns t ru c t i o n  a nd t he r e -c o n s t ru c t i o n  of h ighwa y s  
i n  a n  amount whi c h  wi l l  exc e e d  a ny p r e v i ous amount gr a nt ed i n  
any s ingl e s e s s i o n  of t h e L e gi s l atur e f or t h i s  pur po s e . The 
h i ghways t hus c o n s t ru c t ed wi l l  b e  bu i l t  t o  a high er s t andard 
t ha n  i n  prev i ou s  y ea r s t h er e b y  r educ i ng t he f ut ur e c o st of 
ma i nt e n a nc e o f  both h ighwa y s  a nd mo t o r  veh ic l e s . In o r d e r  t o  
a v o i d  c o s t l y  d e l ay s i n  c omme nc i ng t h e s e  pro j e c t s ,  i t  i s  pro -
po s ed t o  c a l l  for t e nd e r s  f o r  the r e -bu i l d i ng of s ev e r a l  h igh­
way s  t h i s  fall . Pro gr e s s  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  mad e  l o o k ing t o ward t h e  
l ong t erm p l a nn i ng of our h ighways a nd t h e  d e t a i l s o f  t h e s e  
p l a n s  w i l l  b e  l a id b e f o r e  you i n  d u e  c ou r s e . 

I am adv i s ed by my Ni n i s t e r s  t hat impr oved and pr o gr e s s iv e  
pol ic i e s  a r e  in the c o ur s e  o f  d e v e l o pme nt i n  a l l  a s pe c t s  o f  
go v e r nme nt al und er t ak i ng ,  a nd t hat me a s ur e s  g i vi ng c o nc r e t e  ex­
pr e s s i o n  t o  t h e s e  d ev e l o pm e nt s wi l l  b e  p l a c ed b ef o r e  you at t h e  
n ext r e gu l a r  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  A s s embl y .  
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I a s k  God ' s  ble s s i ng o n  your d e l iberat i o ns and l e ave you 
now to t he fa ithful pe r fo rma nc e of your du t i e s . 

' ' God Save t h e Que e n " . 

MR . S PE AKER : Oh Et e rnal and Almight y God ,  f rom wh om a l l  
pow e r  a nd w i s dom c ome , a nd by \svhom Ki ngs rul e a nd ma ke e quit.able 
l aws . We a r e  a s s embl e d  h e r e  b e f or e  The e  t o  fr ame suc h l aws a s  
may t e nd t o  t h e  we l f a r e  a nd pr o s pe r it y o f  our pro v inc e . Grant , 
Oh lvlerc i ful God , v.re pray Th e e , t hat \\.'e may d e s i re only t hat 
wh i c h  is i n  a c c o rd a nc e  wit h  Thy Will , t hat we may s e e k it wit h 
wi s d om , know it with c e r t a i nt y ,  and ac compl i sh it pe r f e c t l y  
fo r t he Gl ory a nd Ho nour o f  Thy Name a n d  f o r  t he w e l f a r e  o f  
our pe ople . Ame n .  

MR . ROBL I N :  Mr . Spe ak e r , I b e g  t o  mov e ,  s ec o nded by t he 
H o no urab l e t he .r-1inis t e r  o f  Mi ne s and Natural 3.e s o ur c e s , t hat 
l eave b e  gi ven t o  introd uc e a b ill , a n  Act r e s pe c t i�g t he 
Admi n i s t rat i o n  o f  Oaths of Off i c e ,  a nd t hat t he s ame b e  now r e ­
c e i v e d  a nd re ad a f i r st t ime . 

Mr .  Spe aker pr e s ent ed t h e  b il l , a nd aft er a vo i c e  vot e ,  
d e c la r ed t he mot i on c arried . 

MR . S P EAKER : I n  o rd e r  t o  prev e nt mi s t a k e s  I have obt a i ned 
a c o py of t he spe e c h  of H i s  Ho nour t he L i e ut e na nt -Gov e r no r  whi ch . 
wa s r e ad . I wo ul d also l ik e  t o  i.nfo r m  t he Hous e t hat George 
Mil ne ha s b e e n  appo i nt ed Sergeant -at -Arrr.s fo r t he Fir st Se s s i o n  
of t he Twent y - F i ft h  Le gi sl at ur e . 

lvlR . ROBLI N :  Mr . Spe a ker , I b e g  t o  mov e ,  s ec o nd ed b y  t h e  
Ho nour abl e t he Mi nis t er of Educ at io n ,  t h at th e Vot e s  and Pro ­
c e eding s o f  the Hous e b e  pr i nt ed ,  aft e r  f ir st havi ng b e en p e r u s ed 
b y  Ivlr . Spea ke r , a nd t hat he d o  a ppo i nt t h e  pr i nt i n g  t h er e of ,  a nd 
t hat no o ne but suc h a s  he sha ll a ppo i nt d o  p r e sume t o  pri nt t he 
same . 

Hr .  Speaker pr e s e nt e d  t h e  mot i o n  and aft er a v o ic e v ot e  
d e c l a r e d  t h e  mot i o n  car r i e d . 

lvL.>t . ROBLIN : Mr . Spe a k e r , I mov e ,  s e c o nd e d  by th e  Honourab l e  
t he At t orne y- Ge ner a l , t hat dur i ng t h e  pr e s ent s e s s i o n  o f  t he 
Leg i s l a tur e ,  t h e  Hous e may s i t  from 1 0 ; 30 o ' c lo c k  i n  t h e  f or e ­
n o o n  unt i l  1 2 : 30 o ' c loc k i n  t he aft erno o n ,  and from 2 : 30 o ' c l oc k  
i n  t h e  aft e r no on u nt i l  5 : 3 0  o ' c l o c k  i n  t he a ft er noo n , and from 
8 o ' c l oc k p . m . , unt i l  1 1  o ' c l oc k p . m . , e a c h  s it t i ng day a nd o n  
Saturday , and t hat ea c h  suc h s i t t i ng b e  a sepa rat e s i t t i ng o f  
t he Hous e , a n d  t hat Go ver nment Not i c e s  o f  Mot i o n  a n d  Gov er nme nt 
Ord e r s  shal l have p rec ed enc e o v e r  al l ot h er bu s i ne s s  exc e pt 
Que s t i o ns a nd Not ic e s  of Mot i o n  fo r t h e  pr oduc t i o n of paper s . 

Mr .  Spe ak er r e ad the que st i on • 

.V.tR .  R O BL I N :  .tvlr . Spe a ker , b e f o r e  t h e  que st i o n  i s  put I 
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would l ik e  t o  offer t h e  Hou s e  a b r i e f  expl anat i o n . 
Memb e r s  who hav e b e e n  i n  t h i s  As s embl y  f or some t ime wil l 

r e c ogni z e t h i s and t he f o l l owi ng r e s olut i on which I t ru s t  wil l  
b e  mov e d , a s  o ne s t hat have b e en off er ed t o  t h e  Hou s e  a t  o t he r  
Spe c i al Se s s ions s uc h  a s  t h i s . The pur p o s e  o f  t he r e s o lut i o n  
i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  fac i l it at e  t he o rd e r l y  pr o c e s s  of our bu s i ne s s , 
b e c au s e , at l ea s t  f r om one po i nt of v i ew ,  the age nda i s  short e r  
t han w e  a r e  a c cu s t omed to hav i ng . . 

I woul d l ik e  t o  po int out t hou gh , Mr . Spe ake r ,  t h a t  t he r e  
i s  not h i ng i n  t h i s  r e s olut ion t hat wi ll pr e v ent a ny p r i va t e  
Memb e r  o r  a ny lv�emb er of t he Hou s e  f r om d ea l i ng a t  great l e ngt h 
a s  t h e  rul es o rd i na r i l y  p r o v i d e  for wi th mat t e r s  t ha t  c ome � e ­
f o r e  i t  i n  t he r e gu l a r  c our s e . Th i s  r e solut i o n , I b e l ie v e ,  
do e s  not i nh i b i t  f r e e  s p e e c h i n  a ny wa y ,  nor will i t  imp e d e  t h e  
full c o ns i d e rat i o n  o f  any o f  t h e  l eg i s l a t i o n  t hat wi l l  c ome 
b e f or e  u s . I s ubmit t h at s ome of th i s  l egi s l at i o n ,  Sir , wi l l  
r e qu i r e  c o ns iderab l e  t hought a nd c ar e  and i t  i s  not t he i nt e n ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  Gov e r nme nt t hat th i s  r e s ol ut i o n  sh ou l d  be us ed i n  
a ny way t o  abrogat e t he c u stomary r ight s of t h e  Memb e r s  t o  
s pe ak t he i r  m i nd o n  t he sub j ec t s that c ome b e f o r e  u s . 

I might s ay t hat it i s  our h o p e  t ha t  we wi l l  not me et i n  
t h e  mor n i ng , nor s ha l l  we me et o n  Sat ur days , exc ept pe r h a ps at 
t he e nd of t he Se s s i o n  by agr e eme nt it may be t h o ught b e s t  t o  
d o  so . Our o pi ni o n  i s , and we submit i t  to the Hous e ,  t ha t  t h i s  
r e s ol ut i o n  i s  usual at Spec i al Se s s i o n s , it f a c i l it at e s  t h e  
ord erl y c o nd u c t  of bus i n e s s  a n d  it i s  i n  no way r e gard e d  b y  us 
a s  i n  a ny way t o  imp e d e  r e gular c o n s id erat i o n  and fu l l  d i s c u s ­
s ions i n  t h e  Chamb e r  • 

. MR . h . C . MILLER ( Rh inel a nd ) : I s  t h i s  not a mot i o n  t hat 
r e qu i r e s  Not i c e ?  

IvJR . RO BL I N : Sir , Mr . Spe ak e r , r ep l y i ng t o  that p o i nt · o f 
or d e r , it may b e  t hat i t  r e qu i r e s  Not i c e .  It h a s  b e en t h e  
c u s t om a t  o t h e r  Spe c i al Se s s i ons , however , to a c c e pt i t  a s  we 
a r e  d o i ng t oday . I ,  for my part , I mus t  s a y  t hat I mus t  re l y  
ent ir e l y  o n  t h e  good wi l l  o f  t h e  Memb e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s e  a nd if 
t h e y  r e quir e ,  if o ne of t he Memb e r s  t h i nk s  t hat t h i s  is not a 
pro pe r  r e s o l ut i o n  t o  b r i ng fo rward in t h i s  way wi thout Not i c e , 
t he n  we mu st pa y at t e nt i o n t o  h i s  wi sh , but I s ubmit t ha t  it 
wo uld be proper a nd i n  a c c ordanc e \'ll i t h  pr e v i ou s  c u s t om to ac c e pt 
it no•..v .  

I·EL CAl·:iPB LLL : Pr o v id e d , Mr . Speaker , t ha t  it i s  m a d e  b y  
l ea v e  and I am sur e t h at w e  a r e  quit e p r e pa r e d  to c o n s i d e r  th e 
mot i o n  a s  hav i ng t he r e qu i r i ng l e av e  a nd o n  t hat pur p o s e we 
woul d b e  p r e pared t o  go ahead wit h  t h e c o n s id erat i o n  of it but 
I t h i nk we want to g iv e  it some c o n s id e r at i o n . 

MR . G .  1·10LGAT ( St e .  R os e ) : Mr . Spe ake r , on t h i s  mat t er ,  
whe n  I f i rst saw t h i s  i n  the Rul e s  for t h e  O p e n i ng I wa s v er y  
di sturbed t o  f i nd t h i s  mot i o n  a o o e a r i n g  s o  s o o n  o n  t he Ord er 

P aper . I t  i s  not u sual t h a t  we have i t  at t h e  o p e ni ng of t he S e s­
i o n .  I a m  ful l y  a gr e eab l e  wit h  t h e  su s p e n s i o n  of t h e  rul e s  
i nsofar a s  t h e  rout i ne proc edure n f  t he H ou s e  i s  c o nc e r ne d . I 



am pl e a s e d  t o  s e e  t ha t  t he Ho nourabl e  t he Fir st Mi n i s t e r  ha s 
giv e n  us a n  u nd er t a k ing t h at t h i s  part i c u l ar rul e ,  t h e  Su s p e n s i o n  
o f  Rul e s  2 a nd 3 ,  i n  our Rul e B o o k  w i l l  not be us ed t o  st i f l e  
d ebat e .  I �ave h eard t he H o nourab l e t he F i r s t  Mi ni s t er i n  h i s  
previ ou s  c a pa c i t y  o n  a numb er o f  o c c a s ions ob j e c t  t o  t h i s  v e r y  
r u l e  himse l f ,  a nd I a m  s u r e  h e  r e a l i z e s  t he d i f f i c u l t y  u nd e r  
wh i c h  i t  plac e s  t h e  memb er s  of t he Oppo s it i on . T h e  Gov e r nme nt 
h a s  p l ac ed b e f o r e  u s  i n  t h e  Thr one Spe e c h , a s  I s e e  it , some­
t hing l ik e  s i x  imp o r t a nt me a sur e s . M1 i l e  i t  is n o t  a s  muc h  a s  
we norma l l y  have i n  a ful l  S e s s i o n ,  i t  i s  n e v e rt h e l e s s  a gr eat 
d e a l  of l e g i s l at io n  on mo st impor t a nt mat t er s . We , I d o n ' t  f e el , 
c ould a gr e e  t o  a su sp e ns i o n  o f  t h e rul e s  v.Ji th o ut a cl e a r  c ut 
und er t ak i ng o n  t h e part o f  t h e F i r s t  lv1i n i s t e r  that v.re wi l l  b e  
a l l owed fu l l  d ebat e o n  t h e sub j e c t s .  �e would n ' t  b e  d o i ng our 
j ob a s  Her Ma j e st y ' s  l o yal Oppo s i t i o n  if we did not ins i st o n  
that r i ght a t  t h i s  t im e , a nd o n  t h at b a s i s I ac c ept t he und er ­
t ak ing o f  t he Fir s t  Mi n i st er and h o pe t hat we wi l l  hav e ful l  
a nd c ompl e t e  d ebat e a t  a l l  t im e s  and t h at t h e  fami l iar gu i l l ot i ne 
wi l l  not b e  u s ed a ga i nst u s . 

MR . ST I NSO N :  t--ir .  Spe a ke r , t h i s  is t h e  k i nd o f  r e so l ut i o n  
t h at I f i nd i t  d i f f i cu l t  t o  s uppor t a s  h o nourab l e  me mb e r s  w i l l  
r e c al l , but , a nd i f  r ig i d l y  e nf o r c e d , t h is k i nd o f  r e s o lut i o n  
woul d  b e  i nt ol erabl e t o  t he Oppo s it i on , a nd t o  pri v a t e  1'-temb e r s  
of t h is As s emb l y . But we h a v e  b e e n  g i v e n  a n  u nd er t a k i ng that 
t he r e  wi l l  be no morn i ng s it t i ngs , t hat t he r e  wi l l  be no m e e t i ng 
o n  a Sat ur day , unl e s s  by c ommo n  c o ns e nt , i n  o r d e r  t o  e nd t h e  
bus i n e s s  o f  t h e  Se s s io n ,  a nd I no t i c e a no t he r t h i ng ,  t ha t  i n  
t he r e s o l ut i o n  t h e r e  i s  a n  1 1  o ' cl oc k  h o ur s t at ed , wh i c h  i s  
s omewhat unusual . V•.·e ha v e  b at t l ed that out b e f or e . And I am 
s urpr i s ed t ha t  t h e  Honour ab l e t he Leader of t h e  O p po s it i o n  
a gr e e s  t o  t hi s , b ecaus e h e  alwa y s  i n s i st ed upon hav i ng no c l o s ­
i ng hour . But I t h i nk t h i s  i s  a n  advant age t h a t  a t  l ea st t he r e  
i s  a n  1 1  o ' cl ock c l o s i ng h o ur i n  t h i s  pa rt i c u lar r e s ol ut i o n . 
Now , i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  und e r t a k ing gi v e n  b y  t h e  Honourab l e  th e F i r st 
Min i s t e r , we a r e  pr epared t o  support t h e  mot i on .  We r e a l i z e  o f  
c ours e ,  t h at i n  giv i n g  t h a t  unde r t ak i ng t ha t  I am sur e  t ha t  h e  
me a nt t o  i nc lud e t h e  sugg e s t i o n  that we woul d h av e  t h e  oppo r·tunit y 
o f  ad j our n i ng d ebat e s  i n  t he usual proc edur e . 

1-! R .  C . L .  SHUTTLE\·vO RTH ( Mi nn e d o s a ) :  l<r . Speak er , I not e 
t ha t  t he r e  ha s b e e n  pr ov i s i o n  mad e i n  the mot i o n f o r  t he su s p e nd -
ine; o f  Rul e No . 9 .  • • •  

�.ffi. . C A.t-'lPB ELL : Mr .  :.:Jpeak er , I wa nt t o  s a y  o nl y a c oupl e of 
t h i ngs and I l ead o f f  b y  say i ng t h at I suppo r t  th e Hono urabl e 
t h e  F i r s t  Mi ni s t er i n  t h i s mot i o n  b ec a us e a s  h e  h a s  sai d it has 
b e e n  found to be advant age ous to t h e  Hous e it s e l f  t o  hav e suc h 
a mot i o n ,  not fo r t he pur p o s e s  of , i n  a n y  way , c u rt a i l i ng the 
ri ght of t he l"iemb e r s  to s p e a k  o n  t h e s e  import a nt me a su r e s , but 
s im pl y b e c aus e we hav e t o  b e  mov i ng from o n e  su b j e c t to anot her 
a nd w e  have t o  k e e p  our s e l v e s  r ea s o n a b l y  n imb l e . But it i s  u s e ­
ful t o  have ext r a  s i t t i ng s . I dis a gr e e �it h h im ent i r e l y  t h ough 
whe n h e  sugg e st s t h a t  t he c a s e  is e x a c t l y  a n a l agous to t h e  o t h e r  
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s o -c a l l ed Spec ial �e s s i o ns . Actual l y  I t h ink t h e r e  i s  no suc h  
t h i ng a s  a Spe c i al Se s s i o n . Al l o f  t hem a r e  Se s s i o n s  of t h e  
Hous e . But I b e l i e v e  v·Te a l so h a v e  c al l e d  our s Spe c i a l  S e s s i o n s  
at c e r t a i n  t im e s . But t h e  d i ffer e nc e  b etwe en t h o s e  a nd t h i s  one 
wa s t hat i n  our s o -c a l l ed Spe c i al Se s s i o n s  we wer e ,  so far as 
t he G ove rnme nt wa s c o nc er ne d , we we r e  pro po s i ng onl y o ne mat t e r , 
or pe rhap s one and a n  a l l i ed mat t e r , a s  i n  t he c a s e  o f  t h e  Fl o o d  
Se s s i o n , a nd o n  t h i s  o c c a s i o n , a s  t h e  Ho noura b l e  Memb e r  f o r  St e .  
Ros e ha s po i nt ed out , t h e r e  a r e  a l o t  o f  v e r y  wei ght y mat t e r s  
t o  b e  d i s cu s s ed . However , I c a n ' t  r e fra i n  f r om s a y i ng a l s o  i n  
s ub s t a nt i at i o n  of what t he Honou r ab l e fv!emb e r  f o r  St e .  Ros e ha s 
s a id , t ha t  h e  r e c al l s  not onl y my honourabl e fr i e nd ,  t h e  Lead e r  
o f  t h e  C .  C .  F .  Part y ,  o pp o s i ng v i gor o u s l y  t h i s  mot i o n  "'·'he n  we 
u s e d  t o  pro po s e  it from t ha t  s id e . H e  i s  not anyt h i ng l ik e  a s  
nervous about i t  u nd er t h e  pre s e nt c ircumst anc e s , appa r e nt l y ;  
anot h er exampl e o f  t h e  c ordial that e x i s t s b e t we e n  our h o nour­
abl e fr i end s . 

( I nt e r j e c t i on b y  a Memb e r . )  

V� . CAMPBELL : And I j us t  wa nt ed t o  c or r e c t  my h o nourab l e  
fr i e n d  o n  that mat t er t o o , b e c au s e  a t  o n e  o f  t he s o -c al l ed 
Spe c i a l  Se s s i ons t ha t  we had , if my h o nou rab l e  fr i e nd wi l l  l o o k  
u p  t h e  r e c ord , h e  wil l  f i nd t hat w e  h ad 1 1  o ' c l oc k  i n  t o o . And 
my h o nourabl e fri e nd o ppos ed it j us t  a s  vigorous l y  a s  e v e r . 

MR . S1'I NSON : I d idn ' t  know it l.•.ra s t h er e . 

lvlR . C.t'JI.lPB E LL : My h o nourab l e  fr i e nd c a n  r ead and i t  wa s 
r i ght i n  t he mot i o n .  But I mu st s a y  t ha t  al t hough m y  h o nourab l e  
f r i end , t h e  L e ad er o f  the C . C . F . , has always o pp o s e d  it v igorou sl y ,  
empha t ic al l y ,  and e f f ec t iv e l y ,  h i s  o pp o s i t i o n  ha s not b e e n  so 
great t od a y . But my h o nourabl e fri e nd who n ow l ead s t he Hous e , 
not o n l y  oppos ed i t  v ig o r o u s l y  whe n we p r o po s ed i t  but h e  vot ed 
a ga inst it . H e  actua l l y  v o t ed a ga i ns t  it . • • • • • •  Par d o n ?  • • • • •  
Ye s ,  at t h i s  Spe c i a l  Se s s i o n . My honourabl e fri end i n  t h e  
Spec i al S e s s i o n , o ne of t hem t o  wh ich I r ef e r r ed , not o nl y  s p o k e  
aga inst it v er y ,  v e r y  e f f ec t i v e l y ,  but e nd ed up b y  v ot i ng a ga i ns t  
it , v o t i n g  a s  usual a s  my h o nourab l e  fr i e nd , h i s  c ol l e a gu e  f r om 
t he C . C . F . Pa rt y • 

IvlR . ROBL I  N :  • • • • •  d o  now , but l oo k  u p  t h e  o l d  r e c ord . 

lv:R . C AMPBEL L : I must s a y  t ha t  a lt hough my honourable 
fr i e nd s  have s p e nt a l ot of t ime l o o k i ng up t he r e c o r d s  i n  t h e ir 
d a y  a nd l ik e l y  wi l l  c o nt i nue t o  d o  s o , we , t o o , mus t  i ndu l g e  i n  
t .b a t  past im e  onc e in awh il e .  Howe v e r , a l l  t h o s e t h int� S a r e  pa s t  
a nd go ne . I st il l  ma i nt a i n ,  a s  I d i d  \111h e n  we we r e  o cc u py i ng t h e  
Tr e a s ur y  Bench e s , t ha t  t h i s  i s  a u s e fu l  r e s o l �t ion a n d  it i s  o nl y  
pr ope r t o  po int out a s  t h e  F ir st Min i s t er d i d  t ha t  the l a nguag e  
s a y s  t hat t h e H ous e rr.a y  s i t  from 10 : 3 0 o ' c l oc k  i n  t he f o r e no o n ,  
e t c et e r a . It i s  not mandat o r y  that we s i t  a nd I a p pr e c i at e  t he 
und e rt ak i ng t ha t  t h e  Honou r ab l e  t he F i rst lvii ni s t e r  ha s gi v e n  
t hat n o  und u e  adva nt a g e  ,,,i l l  even b e  a t t em pt ed . But v-:e c ou l d  
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po i nt out a s  well that eve n i f  one i s  attem pted that p rovi ded we 
c an for once wean my honourable frie nd away from the other s ide , 
that the o p posit ion have it in the ir power to negat i ve a ny mot ion 
that it w i shes to do, and conse quent ly I think we a re s a fe­
guarded here by another method than vle were s a fe - gu arded in the 
old d a y s .  �e were s a fe -gu� rded form erly by the fact t hat the 
Gover nment wa s alw ays so sol iticious of t l:e \'Jelf are of t he O p­
po sition , and alway s so anxious to do the fair thing and to 
give t h e  O pposition every c ha nc e  to do t heir meagre b€st . But 
now t ha t  the situ a t ion ha s c hanged , we h ave quite p�o perly 
anothe r safe -guard in addition to whic h  t he Honou r a ble member, 
Mini ster himse l f, the First Minister ha s give n us, and I am sure 
he me ans it completely, t h at this is to expedite the bu s i ne s s  of 
t he House, not in any way to c urt ail di scussion . And I th ink 
it is a proper mot ion for a Spe cial Se s s ion , even t houeh thi s 
Spe c ial Session a ppears to have many more mat ters to di s cu s s 
than has been customary under t hese circ umst ance s .  So, let i t  
b e  recorded t hat o n  this mat t e r  I su p port my honourable friend, 
the Leader of the House . 

IVJJ.L R .  PAULLEY ( Rad isson ) : Mr. Spe a ker, it i s  strange thi s  
a fternoon t o  hear some o f  t he conrrnent s o f  the now the Honou rable 
Leader of the O p posit ion, bec au se I recall quite v i v idly i n  over 
the past five year s from time to time when t he Honour able Leader 
o f  the C . C . F . Party, su p po rted at that time by .the then Honour­
able Leader of the Of fic ia l O p po s ition on this very re �olut ion, 
st renuou sly u pheld it, eve n  to the degree of ment al l y  s panking 
us on numerous oc c asions even u ntil the hour of a quarter o f  
twelve a t  m idnight, and i t  i s  rat her strange j ustice to hear 
this a fternoon a slight difference. And I would . like , l'·lr. 
Speaker, too, · a s so �bly ex pressed by the Honourable Le ader o f  
t h e  C .  C .  F. Party before yo1· Sir , were chosen , t he expre s s ion 
of no arrangement i n sofar as our honou r able friends ac ross t he 
way are c o ncerned t h an this , but unl ike, it a p pears, some o f  t he 
spe ake rs to t he immediate right o f  me , \-.·e have a little c ommon 
sen se . 

lvlr . Speaker put the question and after a voice vote decla red 
the motion carried. 

1. ;:1, . �OBLI N : I bee to move , se c o nded by the H o nou rable the 
Minister o f  H e a l t h  a nd Public � elfare that during t he present 
session of the Lecisl atu r e  the Rule s o f  t he House No s .  2 ,  3 ,  A ,  
9 ,  5 2 , 5 7 ,  71 , 93 , 105 , 106 , 1 0 7 , 9 ,  10 , 1 1 , 13 , 1 4 ,  1 2 2 , 1 2 5  
a nd 130 , b e  s u s pe nded , and th at the t a b li ng o f  re port s  or 
periodic al st ateme nts , wh i ch it is the dut y of any of fice r s  or 
de partments of the Government or any cor porate body to make to 
the House as ord ered by any rule s ,  or ders a nd forms of proceed­
ings o f  the Hou se or b y  the Jou rnal s or .:;ltatute s of the Province 
o f  l<.ani toba , be di s pensed v .. rith . 

Ivir . Speake r  re a d  the motion. 

MR . ,�OBL I N :  I wo ul d l ik e  to ma k e  a few comme nt s , Sir . 

2 5  



The s e  are : The r e solut i o n  t h at I j u st r ead , i s  one that i s  
u s ua l l y  t o  b e  found i n  c o n j unct i o n  wit h  t he one t hat i s  
c a r r i e d . Thi s  t o o , i s  a r e s o l ut i on �1 i c h  has appeared at 
o t her Spe c i al Se s s i o n s , however you wi sh to d e fi ne t hem . 
The r ul e s  ment i o ned a r e  thos e ,  g e neral l y  speak ing , wh i c h  
hav e t o  d o  wit h  t he r egu lar bu s i ne s s  o f  the H ou s e  t ha t  we 
a r e  short e ning s omewhat b y  me ans o f  t h e  r e s o l ut i on that i s  
c a r r ie d , a nd it al s o  mak e s  pro v i si on for t he fact that we 
a r e  not i n  a po s it i on at t hi s  moment t o  t ab l e  many of the 
r e port s a nd other d ocume nt s wh ich we are expe c t ed to d o  at 
a r egul ar s e s s i o n .  Nat ur al l y ,  c oming at th i s  t ime o f  t h e  
ye ar i t . i s impo s s ibl e t o  t abl e s ome o f  t h o s e  r ep o rt s and 
we a r e  a s k ing t h e  permi s s i on of t he Hou s e  to r e fra i n  from 
do ing s o  unt i l  we me et at what I call t he r e gular vd nt er 
s e s s i o n  next year . 

:r.1R . SUTTLE\>�,'O RTH : Nr . Spe ak e r , I not i c e  i n  t h i s  mot i on 
t h at Rul e  No . 9 ha s b e e n  sus p e nded . Rul e . No .  9 provid e s  for 
t h e  e l e c t i on by t hi s  House of a Deput y Speak e r  a nd the t ime 
at wh ich the Deput y Speaker shal l be e l e c t ed , and I would 
l ike to enqu i r e  from the Mi n i s t ry if it is not t h e  pur p o s e  
a t  t h i s  Se s s ion t o  e l e c t  a Deput y Speaker .  

IvtR . •  ROBLI N :  I f  t h e r e  i s  no fur t h e r  c omment I would 
answe r  th e qu e st i o n ,  Sir , in c l o s i ng t he d e bat e , and say 
t hat if t h e  Honourab l e  Zv�emb er wi l l  pe ru s e  hi s Order Pap er , 
or wh at pur port s t o  b e  a sub s t it ut e  Ord er Paper her e , and 
r e f er s t o  it em 24 , he wi l l  s e e  that we d o  i nt e nd t o  a ppo i nt 
a Chai rman o f  Commit t e e s , wh ich at t he pr e s ent t ime wi l l  b e  
a l l  that we int e nd t o  pr oc eed wi t h . 

Mr .  Spe ak er pr e s e nt e d  the que st i o n  and aft er a vo ic e 
vot e ,  d e c lared the mot i on c ar r i ed . 

MR .  ROBL I N :  I mov e ,  s ec o nded by the Ho nourabl e the 
Mi ni s t er of Labour , t hat dur i ng t he pr e s e nt Se s s i o n ,  e v e r y  
B i l l  a nd e very o t h e r  ma t t er that v.:ould , under t he Rul e s , b e  
r e f e r r ed t o  a s e l e c t  St a nd i ng Commi t t e e  o f  t h e Hou s e , s ha l l  
i ns t e ad b e  r ef e r r ed t o  a S e l e c t  Spe c i a l  C ommit t e e  of t h e  
Hou s e  c on s i st i ng o f  a l l  t he member s o f  t h e  Hous e , and t he 
Hous e her eby appo int s t ha t  C ommit t e e , a nd t ha t  1id l l iam G. 
Mart in , E s q . , memb er for t he E le c t or a l  D i v i s i on of St . 
Zv!att h ews , b e  cha irman o f  t h i s  c ommitt e e  and of the Commit -
t e e s  of the who l e  Hous e . 

· 

Mr .  Speake r  r ead t he mot i o n .  
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MR .  C AMPB EL L :  I not e t ha t  i n  b o t h  t he F i r s t  Mi n i st er ' s  
r ead i ng of t h e  mot i o n  a nd your furt he r  r ea d i ng of it t ha t  t h e  
word " shal l "  wa s u s ed i n s t ead o f  "may " .  " • • • •  dur i ng t he 
pr e s e nt Se s s io n ,  every B i l l  and every other mat t er t hat 
would , und e r  th e Rul e s ,  be r e f erred to a s e l e c t  St a nd i ng 
Comm i t t e e  o f  the Hous e " ,  t he pr i nt ed c o py says "may i ns t e ad 
be r e f er r ed t o  a Se l ec t  Spe c i a l  Committ e e " .  I not i c e  that 
both t he Honourable the F i r st Min i s t e r  a nd you , Mr . Speaker , 
u s ed the word " s hal l " . I am not o b J e c t i ng t o  t h at . I mer e l y  
p o i nt it out . It s e ems t o  me t hat it i s  quit e pro pe r  t hat 
we sh ould f o l l ow t h i s  pro c edure a nd in fac t I th i nk it is an 
advantage , b ut , I would j ust l ik e  to hav e  t he a s sur a n c e  
wh ich I am sure w e  w i l l  b e  r e ad i l y  given b y  the F ir s t  
Min i s t e r• , t h at it i s  the int e nt i on for t h i s  Committ e e  t o  
s it out s id e  of t h i s  Chamb er s o  t h at the publ i c  may ma ke 
r e pr e s e ntat i on s  on a ll mat t er s  if they wi s h  t o  do s o ,  

MR . ROBLI N :  Ye s ,  Sir , t hat i s  t h e  int e nt i o n . 

Mr .  Speake r p re s e nt ed t he mot i on and a ft er a v o i c e  
v o t e  d e c l ared t h e  mot i o n  c a r r i e d . 

N.� .  RO BLI N :  !vlr . :.:p e ake r , I mov e , s e c o nd ed b y  the 
Honou rabl e t h e  Pr ov inc i a l  Sec r e t ar y , t hat the s p e e c h  of 
H i s  Ho nour t h e  L i eut e nant - Governor , be t ak e n  i nt o  c o ns i ­
d erat i o n  imme d iat e l y . 

Mr .  Spe aker pr e s e nt ed t h e  mot i o n ,  and f o l l owi ng a 
vo i c e  v ot e ,  d e c l ared it c ar r i ed . 

2 7  



THRONE SPEECH DEBATE 

MR . K. ALEXANDER ( Robl in ) : Mr . Speake r ,  I am ve ry pl ea sed 
t hat you a re s itt ing in t he Speake r ' s  Cha ir for t his my ma ide ri  
speech in this Hous e .  It is inde ed an honour t o  be t he first to 
congratulate you , S ir ,  on be ing e l e c t ed to t hat h igh off ic e .  I 
am sure t hat it is just and due recognit ion of your many sterl ing 
qual it ie s  and t he long and loyal s e rv ice whic h you have g iven 
t h is A s s embly and t he Prov ince of Man it oba . It is my s inc e re 
wis h that you ma inta in t he good heal t h  and s p i r it t hat you have 
t h is aft e rnoon , so t hat you may cont inue t o  s e rve t h is House and 
our Province fo r many more years . 

I feel v e ry humbl e  and al s o  proud t hat I have been cho sen 
t o  d e l ive r t h is addre s s  t h is aft e rnoon . When we rememb e r  t hat 
t his is t he first t ime in forty-t hre e years t hat a support e r  of 
a Conse rvat ive Gove rnment has had t his o pportun ity we will real iz e 

· t hat this is indeed a memo rable and important day in Man it oba ' s  
his t o ry .  

SOME MEMBERS : Hear , Hea r .  

MR . ALEXANDER : I know t hat t h is is not a pe r sonal honour ,  
b e cau s e  I am sure I have no qual it ie s which would j ust ify t he 
fact t hat I ha ve been cho sen t o  perform t his t a s k ; in fa ct , t he 
oppo s it e  is more l ike ly t o  be t rue . My inexpe r ience and lack � 
abil ity I t h ink make me one of t he mo st unl ikely to be able to 
do just ice t o  t h is o c cas ion . I am sure t he refore , t hat t h is is 
an honour g iven to t he Const ituency whic h I am very proud t o  
re pre s ent he re t oday . An honour g iven t o  it , not becau s e  o f  it s 
name , alt hough we in t he Robl in Const ituency are very pr oud of 
our famous and illu s t r ious name , but ra t he r  an honour g iven t o  
it be cause it is repres entat ive o f  t he province a s  a who l e .  
That it is , i n  fact , Man itoba i n  m in iature . 

F irst o f  all , t he Robl in Const ituency is bas ically an agr i­
cultural one , wit h  some of t he f ine st fa rming land in M�n itoba . 
The D ist r ict of Ingl is , in part icula r ,  is we ll known t hroughout 
We stern Canada for it s a b il ity t o  grow f ine ma lt ing barl e y .  
Dur ing t he la s t  t hree years fa rme rs in t hat d ist r ict have . ta ken 
f irst prize in t he Man itoba . D iv is ion o f  t he Nat ional Barley C on­
t e s t , and la st year an Ingl is fa rme r took f irst prize in t he 
Wes t e rn Canada Div is ion of that cont e s t . The lumbe r ing indu st ry 
also plays a ve ry important part in t he e c onomy of t he Const itu­
enc y .  Approximately four mill ion feet of lumb e r  a year are taken 
from t he area nort h of Robl in and Grandv ie w  and s h ipped t hrough 
t ho s e  po int s .  

The Const ituency is a l s o  a very beaut iful one , wit h t he d e e p  
valleys of t he Shell and A s s in ib o ine Rive r s  runn ing t hrough t he 
d is t r ict . The Blue S ingoose and Child La ke Area no rt h  of Robl in 
and Grandview is also opening up and I pred ict t hat wit h in a few 
years t hat t hat area will r iva l t he Clear Lake and Whit e she l l  
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a rea a s  a tourist at t ract ion in Man it oba . 
It is a l s o  wo rt hy o f  not e , Mr. Speake r ,  t hat in Robl in we 

have the f irst a s so c tat ion t hat wa s  formed by Man it oba Pool 
El evat o rs ; and t hat in Grandv iew we have t he t h ird a s s o c iat ion 
t hat wa s  st a rted . The se a s s o c iat ions we re inc o rporated in 1925 . 
It is qu it e ev ident t hat t he fa rme rs in t hat a rea a t  t hat t ime 
d is played a great deal of in it iat ive and fore s ight in g iv ing 
b irth t o  that produ c e r  control c o -operat ive which t oday handles 
f ifty pe rcent of t he g ra in market ed in Man it oba . The Const itu­
ency is also ve ry f o rtunat e in hav ing wit h in it s boundaries large 
numb e rs of people of d ifferent rac ial o r ig in .  As we ll a s  t ho s e  
o f  Anglo Saxon ext ract ion , we have a ve ry large group o f  Ukran ian 
d e c e nt . The re a re a l s o  con s ide rable numbers wit h a German , 
French , Po l is h ,  Rouman ian o r  S cand inav ian ba ckground . All of 
t he s e  d ifferent groups have cont r ibut ed s omething o f  the ir cus­
t oms and culture t o  t he C ommun ity ,  t hus mak ing t he Const ituency 
t ruly a C o smopol itan one . I am very proud to say t he s e  group s , 

· re pre sent ing d iffe rent rac e s , and owing d iffe rent rel igous 
allegiance to many d iffe rent Chr ist ian fa it hs , have wo rked har­
mon ious ly t ogethe r  t o  make t he C onst ituency o f  Robl in t he f inest 
one in Manit oba . I feel ve ry humbl e  t hat t he people o f  a 
Const ituency such a s  t his , have cho sen me t o  re pre s e nt t hem in 
this Hous e .  I qu it e real ize my own inab il it y  t o  do t his 
sat isfact o r ily , but I hope t hat a s ince re de s ire t o  wo rk only 
for t he best int e re st of my Const ituency and my Pro v inc e and t o  
improve a s  muc h  a s  pos s ible , wit h expe r ienc e , will e nable m e  in 
t ime t o  g ive t hem t he type o f  repre s e ntat ion which t hey so 
r ichly d e s e rve . 

We have hea rd t oday , Mr . Speake r ,  an out l ine o f  t he Leg i s ­
l at ion which we will be as ked t o  cons ider and a pp rove at t h is 
S e s s io n .  I f e e l  t hat t his Leg is l at ion is of v ital and immed iate 
concern and I am ve ry pleased t o  s e e  t hat t h is Gove rnment intends 
to take act ion on these po int s immed iately . 

It ha s long b e en recogn ized , by mo st pe ople in t he Pro v inc e , 
t hat our educat ional syst em is inad e quat e  and does not me et t he 
needs o f  t he Province .  I am sure t hat a new Legislat ion will 
allev ia t e  t hat s ituat ion t o  t he bett e rment of the Prov inc e  as a 
whole . 

The sett ing up of an Indust r ial Devel o pment Bank s hould 
prove t o  b e  of great value in t he deve l o p ing o f  a d ive rs if ied 
industry throughout t he Prov inc e .  I was a l s o  v e ry pleased t o  
hea r  t hat t his Gove rnment propo s e s  t o  d o  something about t he 
supply ing o f  c red it t o  farmers , e s pec ially so that s ome o f  our 
young farme r s  will f ind it e a s ie r  to get e st abl ished on fa rms . 
This Leg islat ion should f ill a need t hat ha s b e en ev ident in the 
Provin c e  for s ome t ime . 

We ha ve heard t ha t  t his Gove rnme nt p ropo s e s  an expa nded high­
way bu ild ing program . I c e rt a inly hope t hat t hts will involve 
t he bu ild ing o f  new highway s and ra is ing t hem t o  highe r st anda rd s , 
so t hat we wil l not have t o  have t he pat chwo rk repa i r  program 
t hat wa s  so ne c e s sary in t he pa st . I a l s o  hope this highway pro ­
gram will . involve t he bu ild ing of t hat port ion of N o . 83 f rom the 
Ingl is corner to t he to�m o f  Robl in .  D e s p it e  the fa ct t hat 
previous admin ist rat ion spent cons ide rable sums of money on t h is 
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road in t he past four years, I can safely say it is now in worse 
shape t han when they start ed. 

This Sir, is all l egislat ion which was pledged to t he people 
of Manitoba by the Conse rvat ive Party and wit h t he approval and 
consent of t his Assembly t hat pl edge will be redeemed. It is my 
since re belief that t he Legislat ion which has been out l ined here 
today, wisely and capably administ e red by t his Government, which 
is ably led by our dynamic and dedicated Premie r  will enable 
t his Province to progress to new he ights of development and 
prosperity so t hat t his Province will t ruly be the great est 
Province in t h is great count ry of ours. The refore ,  Mr. Spea ker, 
I am ve ry pl eased to move, seconded by t he Honourable Membe r  
from St. Mat hews, t ha t  a humbl e  address b e  presented t o  His 
Honour, t he Lieut enant-Governor as follows : "To His Honour, John 
s .  McDairmid, Lieutenant-Governor of t he Province of Manitoba, 
we, He r Maj esty' s dut iful and loyal sub j e cts, t he Legislat ive 
Assembly of Manitoba in Session assembled, humbly t hank Your 
Honour for t he gracious spe ech which Your Honour has been pleased 
to address to us at t he opening of t he present . Session" . 

MR. SPEAKER :  It is moved by t he Honourabl e  Membe r from 
Robl in, seconded by t he Honourable M ember from S t .  Mat hews t hat 
a humbl e  address be presented to His Honour, t he L ieutenant­
Governor as follows : "To His Honour, John s. McDairrnid, L ieu­
t enant Governor of t he Province of ��nit oba, we ,  Her Ma j esty ' s  
dut iful and loyal sub j e cts in t he Legislative Assembly of Manitoba 
in Session assemble d, humbly t hank Your Honour for t he gracious 
speech which Your Honour has been pleased to address t o  us at t he 
opening of t he present Session". Are you ready for t he quest ion? 

M R. w. G .  ��RT IN (St. Mathews) z In rising to second t his 
Resolut ion, I would l ike first of all t o  offer you my heart iest 
congratula t ions upon the high honour which has been conferred 
upon you. We have every confidence, S ir, t hat you will conduct 
the affairs of t his House in your capacity as its presid ing 
officer with fairness and wit h t hat impart ial ity which has been 
t he t radit ion of t he speakership of t his Assembly t hrough t he 
many years, and t hat you S ir, will at all times show ( your) t he 
abil ity to rise high above all part isan opinion and sentiment 
and pre judice. 

You are famil iarly and affect ionately known as "Abe", and 
it calls to n1ind a great statesman of t he count ry to t he south 
of us who on one occas ion delivered a wonderful spe e ch in which 
he epitomiz ed his philosophy of l ife "with malice toward none, 
wit h charity for all ", and M r. Speaker, we bel ieve t hat that will 
be your int ent and purpose as you ent e r  upon your dut ies .  

I w6uld furt her like t o  congratulat e t he Honourable, t he 
Premie r, as he g irds on t he armour of t he leade rship of t he 
Gove rnment forces in t h is House and Province ; his understanding 
of t he int r icate problems of Stat e, his v igorous pe rsonality ; 
his po\-re rs of insight and of fores ight wh ich prove to be wonder­
ful assets in his g reat and important underta king. 

Last year, lv1r. Speaker, the Prime Nin ist er of Canada came 
to Winnip eg. In t he course of a great spe e ch he suggest ed t hat 
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there should be a larger place for women in the publ ic l ife of 
our Dom in ion and the then Leader of H is Ma j esty's Oppos it ion in 
this Province was on the platform , and I noticed rather s ign i­
f icant nods and a movement of the l ips, and I thought I could 
read h is words "Yes S ir, I guess you ' re right . " And so, this 

• afternoon we would say Mr. Prem ier, to you and to your fa ir lady 
ttGood luck and God ble ss you" . 

May I also pay my tribute to the serv ice s rendered to this 
House and to the people of Man itoba for the Honourable , the 
Member for Lakesid e , who for the f irst t ime in many years f inds 
himself seated upon your left. We trust that he will not think 
himse lf as he suggested this a fternoon, too old , that he will be 
e ndowed with health and strength for many years , to render pub­
l ic serv ice to his nat ive Man itob a .  

And also S ir ,  I would be rem iss i f  I d idn ' t  express my 
gratitude to the voters of St. Mathews r id ing for do ing m e  the 
honour of elect ing me as the ir represe ntative . All that I can 
say is that I trust that with d il igence, I shall be able to 
se rve all people of the Constituency . 

In se cond ing this mot ion, Sir ,  it g ives us t he opportun ity 
to reaff irm our pledge of loyalty to Her Ma j esty , El iz abe th I I ,  
by the grace o f  God , Que en o f  Canada . The te rm "throne '', as it 
relates itself to our Prov ince and to our Nation , is symbol ic 
of those subl ime pr inciple s which rece ived the ir b irth am id the 
re eds of ·Runnymede and wh ich in every generat ion of our h istory 
has been nourished by men and wom e n , w.i thout d ist inct ion of 
colour or class or cre ed, and within our Prov ince of Man itoba , 
there are many people who have come from other lands of the 
e arth. Many of them have com e from lands d e c imated by the 
scourge of war ,  and they come to us that they m ight taste the 
swe ets of j ustice and of freedom . They come bring ing the ir 
skills and the ir endeavours , that they may share the ir fa ith 
with our destiny - and what a dest iny Mr. Spe aker l We are a 
small Prov ince , we are sparce in popalation , but wh ile today we 
talk in terms of hundreds of thousands, it is not a d istant day 
when we shall count our p eople by m ill ions. 

There is no part of Canada more r ichly endowed than Manitob a .  
We have playe d  a ma jor role in the drama o f  the stewardsh ip of 
human ity and have done our share in help ing to answe r the 
un iversal cry for da ily brea d .  But today , we are harvest ing 
othe r fruits from the bosom of Mother Earth - the remarkable 
d evelopment of our o il industry and the phenome nal expans ion 
of our m in ing enterprises, and now, the advent of a new emp ire 
of the Nor th, pushing back the front iers of settlement and 
progress to well n igh ill im itable hor izons and, of course, it 
has been suggested , and in the spe ech to the throne, in all this , 
roads will play a v ital part, and there is general satisfact ion 
that the government is keenly aware to the need of prov id ing 
all parts of the Prov ince, even the remote areas, with a system 
of highways that will be ade quate to the growing needs of the 
transportat ion problems of our Prov ince . The spe e ch ind icates , 
whether on the farm or in the factory, there will be as far as 
is econom ically possible no forgotten class. The farm cred it 
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plan , t he o rganizat ion o f  a bank to a id indust ry a re example s  of 
the forthr ight pol icy of t he Gove rnment to pr ovide economic 
a s s istance fo r men and women who a re pla y ing suc h a great part 
in t he d evelopment of our count ry . 

One othe r  t hought , Mr . Speake r ,  t he foundat ion stone of a 
we ll o rd e red s o c iety is edu cat ion , and it is notewort hy that t he 
Gove rnme nt of the day is plann ing a new cha pt e r  of educat ional 
opportun ity for t he childre n of Manit oba - to s e e  t o  it , a s  
sugge sted in t he s p e e c h ,  t hat no boy or g irl , whe reve r h e  o r  s he 
may l ive , shall be d e p r ived of t he full measure o f  t ra in ing and 
e qu ipment t hat will enable t hem t o  o c: cupy a wo rthy and lucrat ive 
plac e  in t he wo rld of tomo rrow. And t hat ' s  a s  it s hould be J 
for t he mo st important t h ing in a nat ion ' s  l ife is that wh ich fu 
expre s s e d  in t e rms of t he human e quat ion . That , of c our se , 
calls t o  m ind the wealth o f  s o c ial leg is lat ion which i s  wr it ten 
int o  our Statut e s , and wh ich is dest ined to have a larg e r  and 
even mo re gene rous plac e  in t he Gove rnment pol ic ie s  and plann ings 
o f  tomorrow. 

One f inal wo rd , S ir ,  one t hing t hat we c he r ish in t he 
pol it ica l l ife o f  t his c ount ry is man ' s  pe rfe ct r ight t o  t h ink 
as he wills , and t o ,  wit hin const itut ional l im it s ,  to follow t he 
d ictat e s  of h is o p in ion . S ir ,  not a l l  who went t o  t he po l l s  on 
June t he 16t h vot ed t he same way .  But , whe t he r  t hey voted for a 
return of t he adm in ist rat ion , o r  for a change of Gove rnment , I 
b e l ieve that by and large , t he c it iz en s  marked t he ir ba llot s 
wi.t h a c ons c ient ious idea of what t hey c ons ide red wa s in the 
b e s t  int e r e s t s  of the pe o ple of Man it oba , and t hat S ir ,  I b e l ieve 
will hol d  good wit h in t he confines o f  t h is Chamber.  There will 
be , as t he re has been t h is aft e rnoon , spir ited deba t e s  and 
d ive rgence o f  o p in ion upon a va r iety of sub j e c t s . But S ir ,  
whet he r  we s it o n  your r ight a s  support e rs of t he Gove rnment o f  
t he day o r  on your left a s  memb e rs o f  Oppo s it ion groups , each 
party and e ve ry member of each pa rty in t his Hou s e  wil l be 
po s s e s sed of a cownon re solve and ins p ired by a common purpo s e , 
t ha t  as c it iz e ns of a great Demo cra cy t hat re cogn i z e s  t hat 
reve rence for t he laws of God and love for humanity , are funda­
mental to our stab il ity and our survival , wil l  be pl edged to 
ded icat e t he ir e fforts and powe rs , to t he end t hat gove rnment o f  
t he pe o pl e  and by t he people and f o r  t he people may not pe r is h  
from the e a rth. I have muc h  plea sure S ir ,  in s e c ond ing t he 
mot ion . 

MR . CAMPB ELL : I move , s e c onded by t he Honourable , t he 
l--1emb e r  for Portage l a  Pra ir ie t hat t he d ebat e be adj ourne d �  

Mr . Sp ea ke r pre sent ed t he mot ion , and a ft e r  a vo ic e vote , 
de clared t he mot ion wa s ca rr ied . 

MR . McLEAN : Mr . Speake r ,  I move , s e conded by t he Honourable ,  
t he Provin c ia l Secretary t ha t  t he rule s of t he Hous e  be sus pended 
and t hat Mr . Speaker do now l eave the cha ir and t he Hou s e  re solve 
it self int o a Commit t e e  of t he Who le to cons ide r  c e rt a in propo sed 
resolut ions . The first b e ing one stand ing in my own name on the 
Ord e r  pa pe r a s  follows : Resolved t hat it is exped ient to br ing 
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in a me a sure t o  amend t he Publ ic Schools Act by prov id ing among 
o t he r  mat t e rs for t he estab l ishment of S chool D iv is ions and in 
c onnect ion t he rewit h :  ( a }  for the payment from t he Cons o l idat e d  
Fund of c e rta in expenses involved i n  submit t ing propo sal s fo r 
t he establ ishme nt o f  d ivis ions t o  a vot e of t he re s ident 
electors , and t he sub s e quent elect ion of t he f irst Trus t e e s  

· whe re a D ivis ion i s  e stabl ished . ( b )  fo r t he payment f rom the 
Consol idat ed fund of grant s t o  School D iv is ions . ( c )  F o r  t he 
e s tabl ishment of a Commis s ion t o  f ix t he bounda r ie s  o f  proposed 
S c hool D iv is ions , and for t he payment from t he Consol idated Fund 
of remunerat ion t o  members of t he Commis s ion and t he ir expens e s ;  
and of remunerat ion t o  and t he expens e s  of persons employed t o  
a s s ist t he Cooonis s io n .  I n  t he foll owing res olut ion s tand ing in 
t he Ord e r  pa pe r in t he name of t he �lin ist e r  of Indu st ry and 
Commerce : · Re s olved t hat it is exped ient t o  b r ing in a mea sure 
to provide among ot he r  matters for t he e stabl i s hment of a Cor­
po rat ion wit h t he ob j e ct of encourag ing a balanced development 
of indus t ry in t he Province and to t hat end prov id ing a s s istance ,  
f inanc ial and othe rwise ,  t o  pe rsons and corpo rat ions engaged in 
c e rta in types of bus ine s s  and to commun ity development 
c o rporat ions , and fo r t he purpo s e s  a foresa id to pr ov ide fo r t he 
ma k ing of advanc e s  f rorn t he Consol idated Fund for t he purpos e s  
o f  l ( d ) Purchas ing t he capital st o c k  o f  t he Co rporat ion and 
( b )  Mak ing l oans to t he Co rpo rat ion .  And t he follo�;ing 
re s olut ion stand ing on t he O rd e r  pape r in t he name of t he Honour­
abl e , the M in is t e r  of Agr iculture : Re s olved t hat it is exped ient 
t o  br ing in a mea sure t o  provide among othe r  mat t e rs for t he 
e s tabl ishment o f  a C o rporat ion wit h the ob j e c t  of ma k ing l oans 
to farme rs to as s ist t hem in e s tabl ishing , deve l o p ing and 
o p e rat ing t he ir fa rms , and fo r t hat purpo s e  to ma ke advanc e s  t o  
the C o rporat ions f rom t he Consol ida t ed Fund ; and furt he r ,  t o  
p ro v id e  for t he payment from t he Consol idat ed Fund o f  t he cost 
of adm in ist rat ion of the Legislat ion and t he remune rat ion and 
expens e s  of d irectors , o ff ic e r s  and empl oye e s  of t he Co rpo rat ion , 
and persons employed to a s s ist it . 

And t he foll owing re sol ut ion st and ing on t he Or·d e r  pa pe r 
in t he name of t he Honourabl e ,  t he Min is t e r  of Labo r = Re solved 
t hat it is exp:3 d ient to b r ing in a mea sure t o  provid e  among o t he r  
mat t e rs for t he ma k ing of agre ement s between He r l"'la j e sty in r igh t  
of Man it oba and He r Ma j e sty in r ight of C anada , or any Mun ic ipal ­
ity , o r  bot h ,  He r Ma j e st y  in r ight of Ca nada and any Mun ic ipa l ity , 
fo r t he execut ion o f  pro j e c t s  t o  prov id e emplo)rment dur ing 
wint e r  mont hs and for t he payment o f  part o f  t h e  c o s t  t he r e o f  
from t he Consol idated Fund , and furt her t o  pro v ide from t he 
Consol idat ed Fund o f  cost of admin is t rat ion of t he Legislat ion 
and t he remune rat ion and expenses of Commit t e e s  e st ab l ished t o  
fac il ita t e  t he e ffe ctual wo rking t he reof . 

MR . SPEAKER : It ha s been moved by t he Honourab l e , t he 
M inist e r  of Educat ion and s e conded by t he Honourabl e ,  t he 
Prov inc ial Sec retary .  Are you ready f o r  t he que st ion? 

. 

MR . MILLER : I would sugg e st t o  t he mover t hat we ha ve done 
• • • • • •  a c c ommodated the Gove rnment t h is aft e rnoon very ve ry we ll 
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ind e ed .  We ' ve agre ed t o  s u s pe n s ion o f  rul e s , and , in t h is c a s e  
howe ve r ,  I v i sual iz e qu it e a long and le ngt hy expl ana t ion o f  
e a c h  r e s o lut ion ;  I t h ink i n  v iew o f  t he fa c t  t ha t  t h is i s  t he 
f ir s t  day of t he Hou s e  I would a s k  t he Honourable t he nlove r t o  
wit hdraw t h is mot ion . 

NR . ROB L IN : If I may s p e a k  t o  t he po int o f  o rd e r  Hr . 
S p e aker , I ima gi ne t h i s r e qu i r e s u na nimo u s  c o n s e nt i n  a ny e v e nt , 
a nd obvi o u s l y  t h e  Ho nourab l e  M emb e r  i s  not d i s po sed t o  
grant it , I qu it e s e e  h i s  po int o f  v ie w  and if it me e t s  t he will 
• • • •  wis h o f  t he Hous e we ' re qu i t e  wil l ing to d is p ens e  w i t h  
t he s e  mat t e rs at t he moment a n d  we will p r o c e e d  wit h t hem 
t omo rrow, and , I t hink we · can t he re f o r e  a c c e d e  to t he sugg e s t ion 
t hat we s hould not pro c e ed -w·it h  t h is mot i o n .  

MR . CAMPB ELL : Mr . Speake r ,  t h is rea l l y  i s n ' t  just a po int 
o f  o rd e r  t hat we ' re d iscus s ing . I t h in k  it g o e s  d e e p e r  t han 
t ha t . It ' s  t he fa c t  t hat a s  Honoura b l e  Memb e r s  will a l l  have 
not ic e d  from t he read ing by t he M in is t e r  of Educat ion ,  t he many 
mat t e rs a re covered in t he r e s olut ion t ha t ' s  propo s e d  a nd I 
t h ink we would v.;ant t o  have t hem before u s  b e fo re we ag re e t o  
t he Commit t e e  st age . So , we apprec iate t he a g re ement o f  the 
Honourable t he F ir s t  M in i s t e r  to let t h is matt e r  s t and .. 

MR . STINSON : M r .  Speake r ,  I may surpr iz e t he Honou rab l e  
t he Leade r o f  t he Oppo s it io n , but I agre e wit h h im a n d  I t h in k  
we ' ve had a p r e t t y  full day - I t h ink t he Gove rnment ha d good 
int ent ions bu.t t hey a t t empt ed t o  do t o o  much and we s hould 
d is p e n s e  wit h t h is now and do it t om o rrow. 

MR . ROBL IN : I t a ke it M r .  S pe a k e r  t hat t hat Ord e r  is wit h­
d rawn and t ha t  I may p ro c e e d  to t he next ma t ion vJhich is one fo r 
a d j ou rnme nt . I ,  b e fo re I d o  s o , I know t ha t  t h is is n o t  a 
debatable one' but I t rust t he Hou s e  will all o w  me just t o  b r ie fly 
expre s s  my s in c e r e  appre c iat io n fo r t he pat ien c e  of a ll our 
gue s t s  who have b e e n  wit h us t h i s a f t e rnoon. They ' ve had. a 
c hance t o  s e e  t he Leg is l at ure c e rt a inly in a ct ion t oday . It ' s  
b e e n  a p l e a sure t o  have t hem wit h u s  and we a ppre c ia t e  t he i r  
pat ien c e  wit h our p ro c e e d ings , whic h o f  c ou r s e  (we re a l l  a s ) we re 
all in a c c o rdance wit h t he prope r t rad it ion of the Hous e .  The re ­
fo re , Mr . S p eake r ,  I mo ve , s e c onded b y  t he Honourabl e ,  t he 
Min ist e r  o f  Ag r icu l ture t ha t  t h is Hous e  do now ad j ourn and s t and 
a d j ourn ed unt il 2 : 3 0  t omo rro 1r; a ft e rn o o n  .. 

:tv1R . PAULLEY : At t h is po int , ma)r I a s k  t he Honourable t he 
F irst N in ist e r  whe t he r  o r  n o t  it is h is int e nt ion t ha t  we s it 
t omo rrow even ing . 

MR . ROB L IN : N o t  unl e s s  t he Hous e wis he s t o ,.  

Mr . S p ea ke r put t he mat ion a nd t he Hott s e  a d j ourn e d  .. 
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