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PROCEDURE AT THE OPENING OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY  
ON NOVEMBER 18, 1999 

 
1. At 1:30 p.m., all Members and guests standing, the Acting Sergeant-at-Arms, carrying the 

Mace on the crook of his arm and followed by the Clerks of the Legislative Assembly, enters the 
Chamber. The Acting Sergeant-at-Arms returns to the main entrance of the Chamber and 
shoulders the mace.  The Clerks take post on the west side of the Chamber, standing and awaiting 
the arrival of His Honour, the Lieutenant Governor. 

 
2. The Premier, Military and Civil Aides meet in the Lieutenant Governor’s reception room. 
 
3. The Premier, Military and Civil Aides accompany His Honour from the reception room to the 

Chamber in the following order: 
 
  The Civil Aide on the right 
  The Military Aide on the left 
  The Premier 
  The Lieutenant Governor. 
 
4. At the main entrance, the Military and Civil Aides halt and turn inwards to allow the Lieutenant 

Governor and the Premier to proceed through the North doors, where His Honour is met by the 
Mace. 

 
The Lieutenant Governor then, preceded by the Mace carried shoulder high and followed on his 
left by the Military Aide, and on his right by the Civil Aide, proceeds along the west side of the 
Chamber to the Throne. The Premier proceeds along the east side and stands on the floor on the 
east side of the Chamber. 
 
The Military Aide takes up his position on the east side of the Throne and the Civil Aide takes up 
his position on the west side of the Throne. 

 
5. The Lieutenant Governor seats himself on the Throne; the Mace makes obeisance and retires to 

the east side of the Chamber.  The Lieutenant Governor says "PLEASE BE SEATED". 
 
6. The Attorney-General standing in his place, responds on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor, 

informs the House that His Honour, the Lieutenant Governor is not prepared to present the 
Throne Speech until a Speaker has been elected. 

 
7. His Honour, the Lieutenant Governor rises to retire. 
 

The Mace then makes obeisance before the Lieutenant Governor and precedes His Honour along 
the east side of the Chamber to the main entrance of the House, accompanied by the Premier and 
the Aides.  All Members and guests standing. 

 
8. The Mace returns from the main entrance of the House and is placed under the Table.  The 

Premier proceeds to his seat in the Chamber and the Clerks take their chairs at the Table. 
 
9. The Election of Speaker is conducted by the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. 
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10. Once a Speaker has been chosen, the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition escort the newly 
elected Speaker to the Chair and he/she is invested with the robes of office. 

 
11. The Mace is then placed on the Table. 
 
12. The Speaker then, standing on the upper step, returns thanks to the House and then takes the 

Chair. 
 
13. The Premier leaves the Chamber to meet His Honour in the reception room.  The Clerks take post 

on the west side of the Chamber.  All Members and guests stand. 
 
14. The Mace proceeds to the entrance of the House to meet His Honour, who re-enters the Chamber 

accompanied by the Aides and the Premier, as on his first entry.  The Speaker leaves the Chair 
and stands on the floor of the Chamber on the east side.  The Mace makes obeisance and retires to 
the east side of the Chamber. 

 
15. The Speaker then addresses the Lieutenant Governor. 
 
16. The Attorney-General, standing in his place, responds on behalf of the Lieutenant Governor and 

indicates that His Honour, the Lieutenant Governor will declare the causes of the calling of this 
Legislative Assembly on Thursday, November 25th at 1:30 p.m. 

 
17. His Honour, the Lieutenant Governor rises to retire. 
 

The Mace then makes obeisance before the Lieutenant Governor and precedes His Honour along 
the east side of the Chamber to the main entrance of the House, accompanied by the Premier and 
the Aides.  All Members and guests standing. 

 
18. The Speaker proceeds to the Chair after His Honour has retired from the House. 
 

The Premier proceeds to his seat in the Chamber and the Clerks take their chairs at the Table. 
 
The Acting Sergeant-at-Arms proceeds to the Speaker who is standing before the Chair. The 
Mace makes obeisance and returns to the Table. 

 
19. Prayers. 
 
20. The Speaker bows to the Members and says "PLEASE BE SEATED". 
 
21. The Premier moves the appointment of a Chairperson of the Committees of the Whole House and 

Deputy Speaker. 
 
22. The Premier moves the appointments of Deputy Chairpersons of the Committees of the Whole 

House. 
 
23. The Government House Leader moves: 
 

"THAT when the House adjourns today it shall stand adjourned until Thursday, November 
25, 1999 at 1:30 p.m." 
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24. The Government House Leader moves: 
 

"THAT this House do now adjourn." 
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