Wednesday, November 26, 2003

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS nNo.5

SECOND SESSION, THIRTY-EIGHTH LEGISLATURE

PRAYERS 1:30 O'CLOCK P.M.

The following petitions were presented:

Mr. Dyck — Legislative Assembly of Manitoba to request the Minister of Transportation and
Government Services to consider honouring the previous commitment and complete the four-laning of
highway 32 through the City of Winkler, absorbing all costs related to the construction, as previously
agreed; to consider the responsibility of the Department of Transportation and Government Services for
the construction of rural highways; to consider the significant and strategic importance of the completion
of four-laning highway 32 through the City of Winkler, especially as it relates to the economic growth
and development of the City of Winkler and its trading area; and to consider the valuable contribution of
the City of Winkler and its trading area to the provincial economy, and re-prioritize the four-laning of
highway 32 for the 2004 construction season. (L. Thiessen, A. Rempel, W. Ewert and others)

Mrs. DRIEDGER — Legislative Assembly of Manitoba to consider supporting the proposed Co-op
program. (B. Montgomery Foster, E. King, C. McDonald and others)

Mrs. MITCHELSON — Legislative Assembly of Manitoba to request that the Premier of Manitoba
notify the City of Winnipeg that the Provincial Government will not allow an increase of the sales tax
without a referendum being held as required under Balanced Budget legislation. (G. Oliver, O. Grauman,
J. Martens and others)

Hon. Mr. GERRARD — Legislative Assembly of Manitoba to request the Minister of Finance and
Auditor General to consider undertaking a thorough investigation of the provincial management of the
walleye fishery on Lake Winnipegosis. (G. Boucher, R. Delaronde, C. Boucher and others)

Hon. Ms. MCGIFFORD presented:

Annual Report of the Department of Advanced Education and Training for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 2003.
(Sessional Paper No. 3)

Annual Report of The Apprenticeship and Trades Qualifications Board for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 2003.
(Sessional Paper No. 4)
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Hon. Mr. BJORNSON presented:

Annual Report of the Department of Education and Youth for the fiscal year ending March 31,
2003.

(Sessional Paper No. 5)

The following Bills were severally read a First time and had their purposes outlined:

(No. 7) — The Criminal Property Forfeiture Act/Loi sur la confiscation pénale de biens
(Hon. Mr. MACKINTOSH)

(No. 8) — The Employment and Income Assistance Amendment Act (One-Tier Assistance for

Rural and Northern Manitoba)/Loi modifiant la Loi sur l'aide a I'emploi et au revenu (prestateur unique
d’aide pour les régions rurales et du nord du Manitoba)

(Hon. Ms. MELNICK)

(No. 201) — The Taxpayer Protection Legal Representation Act (Legal Aid Services Society of
Manitoba Act Amended)/Loi sur la protection des contribuables concernant I'accés a la représentation
juridique (modification de la Loi sur la Société d'aide juridique du Manitoba)

(Mr. HAWRANIK)

Pursuant to Rule 26(1), Mrs. DRIEDGER, Messrs. SANTOS, TWEED and CALDWELL and Hon. Mr.
GERRARD made Members’ Statements.

The House resumed the Interrupted Debate on the Proposed Motion of Mr. JENNISSEN:
THAT the following address be presented to His Honour the Lieutenant Governor:

We, the Members of the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba thank your Honour for the gracious
speech addressed to us at this Second Session of the Thirty-Eighth Legislature of Manitoba.

And the proposed amendment moved by Mr. MURRAY as follows:

THAT the Motion be amended by adding at the end of the sentence the following words:

But this House regrets

(a) the government’s inability to fulfill the promises outlined in its Throne Speech of November
27, 2002, including the following failures: failing to build the economy, failing to enhance health
care, and failing to open 1,000 new cottage lots and 1,000 new camp-sites; and

(b) the government’s failure to meaningfully address the growing concerns related to organized

crime including the fact that since November 2000 Manitoba has been the scene of 37 biker-
related murders and attempted murders; and
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(c) the government’s failure to develop a long-term economic strategy to address anaemic job
growth; and

(d) the government’s failure to adequately address the BSE crisis and to provide workable
programs for producers, thereby threatening not only the stability of the livestock sector but all
those other sectors in Manitoba’s economic that are so reliant on its well-being; and

(e) the government’s failure to recognize and encourage the important role private sector
involvement has in growing Manitoba’s economy; and

(f) the government’s failure to acknowledge that balanced budgets have only been achieved
through significant raids on Manitoba Hydro and the Fiscal Stabilization Fund; and

(g) the government’s failure to initiate a review of health care regionalization; and

(h) the government’s failure to develop a long-term economic and taxation strategy to address
Manitoba’s uncompetitive personal and business tax levels; and

(i) the government’s failure to provide a strategy ensuring two-thirds of all nursing positions in
Manitoba are full-time by the spring of 2004 as previously committed; and

(j) the government’s failure to follow through on their commitment to ensure access to education
for special needs students.

AND HAS THEREBY lost the trust and confidence of the people of Manitoba and this House.
And the debate continuing on the amendment,
And Mr. ALTEMEYER and Hon. Mr. GERRARD having spoken.
And Hon. Mr. GERRARD moved a sub-amendment as follows:
THAT the amendment be amended by adding thereto the following words:
THAT this House further regrets:

1. that since assuming office this government has been both arrogant and extreme in its
disregard for the people of Manitoba; and

2. that this government has no plan to address child poverty in Manitoba, the highest in
Canada, and instead blames the federal government for this problem; and

3. that this government has not been forthright with the people of Manitoba in outlining its

plans for health reform, leading to uncertainty amongst patients and health care providers and
cutbacks in health services and lost jobs; and
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4. that this government has failed to have any environmental strategy in place to protect the
quality of water and quantity of downstream water in this province; and

5. that failing to adequately fund an education system that will meets the needs of our future
citizens and workforce; and

6. that failing to implement an effective strategy to address the growing problem on
criminal gang activity, by offering hope and opportunities for youth who are being lured into
gangs, accompanied by an effective justice system response to gang crime.

WHEREUPON Mr. Deputy Speaker ruled the sub-amendment in order.

And the debate continuing on the sub-amendment,

And Mr. LAMOUREUX having spoken. The debate was allowed to remain open.

The House then adjourned at 3:30 p.m. until 1:30 p.m. Thursday, November 27, 2003.

Hon. George HICKES,
Speaker.
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